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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 444 =35

| NTRODUCED BY SCHRODER, ARMSTRONG BARRAR, CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON
DeVEESE, Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, FABRI ZI O, FI CHTER, FORCI ER,
GEl ST, HARHAI, HERSHEY, KELLER, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, MARSI CO
MG LL, Mol LHATTAN, PALLONE, PAYNE, PI STELLA, READSHAW
RUBLEY, SATHER, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, TIGUE, WALKO AND
WOINARCSKI , OCTOBER 7, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
OCTOBER 7, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of October 5 through 11, 2003, as "Latex
Al'l ergy Awar eness Week" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, In 1997, after receiving over 1,700 reports of | atex
allergy reactions, the United States Food and Drug
Adm ni stration ordered that any nedi cal device containing |atex
carry a cautionary | abel about potential allergic reactions; and

WHEREAS, The National Institute of Occupational Safety and
Heal th issued an alert in June 1997 requesting assistance in
preventing allergic reactions to natural rubber |atex anong
wor kers who use gl oves and ot her products containing natural
rubber | atex; and

WHEREAS, The Food and Drug Adm nistration issued final rules
that went into effect Septenber 30, 1998, requiring | abeling
statenments concerning the presence of natural rubber latex in

nmedi cal devices, including device packagi ng containing natural
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rubber that contacts humans; and

WHEREAS, As of March 1999 the total nunber of |atex allergy
reacti ons associated with | atex-contai ning nmedi cal gl oves
reported to the Food and Drug Adm nistration was 2, 330,
i ncluding five deaths; and

WHEREAS, Latex gl oves have been used as a tool in the health
care industry by health care workers to prevent the transm ssion
of many infectious diseases; and

WHEREAS, Latex is used in enmergency equi pnment, personal
protective equi pnent, office supplies and hospital and househol d
suppl i es; and

WHEREAS, Latex is also used in other industries, such as
child care, food service and food processing; and

WHEREAS, Wth its growing use, there is nore awareness that
| at ex and | atex-containing products may trigger an allergic
reaction; and

WHEREAS, Latex allergy is due to nunerous allergenic proteins
derived from natural rubber |atex; and

WHEREAS, The Cccupational Safety and Health Adm nistration
publ i shed a technical information bulletin in April 1999,
alerting field personnel to the potential allergic reactions in
sonme i ndividuals using natural rubber |atex products. Such
reactions to latex may include skin rashes, hives, itching,
swollen red skin, swollen |lips and tongue, shortness of breath,
di zzi ness, fainting, eye or sinus synptons, asthma and, on rare
occasi ons, shock; and

WHEREAS, Recent reports in scientific literature indicate
that fromabout 1% to 6% of the general popul ation and about 8%
to 12% of regularly exposed health care workers are sensitized

to natural rubber |atex; and
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VWHEREAS, The nunber of health care workers and others
affected will continue to increase because frequent exposure to
| at ex causes the devel opnment of the allergy; and

WHEREAS, Children with spina bifida and ot hers who have
conditions involving nultiple surgical procedures are at a
greater risk to an allergic reaction to | atex due to the need
for multiple surgeries; and

WHEREAS, The Anerican Col |l ege of Allergy, Asthma and
| mmunol ogy estinates that 18 mllion Americans, 64 out of every
1,000, are allergic to latex, including 40%to 65% of children
with spina bifida; and

WHEREAS, Vari ous support groups across the country have cone
together to increase public awareness of |atex allergies and
encour age the endorsenent of such efforts across the nation; and

WHEREAS, The need to protect the residents, including health
care workers, of Pennsylvania against latex allergies is a
public health issue, and awareness of the public health threat
t hrough education is the key to prevention of latex allergic
reactions; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
week of October 5 through 11, 2003, as "Latex Allergy Awareness
Week" in an effort to urge all Pennsyl vanians to becone educated

about |atex allergies.
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