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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 22 %%°

INTRODUCED BY BOSCOLA, SCAVELLO, BROWNE, SCHWANK, BLAKE,
DINNIMAN, LEACH, WILLIAMS, YUDICHAK, HAYWOOD, FARNESE,
FONTANA, TOMLINSON, HUGHES, KILLION, ALLOWAY, McGARRIGLE,
RAFFERTY, TARTAGLIONE, BARTOLOTTA, STREET AND COSTA,
FEBRUARY 27, 2017

SENATOR FOLMER, STATE GOVERNMENT, AS AMENDED, MAY 22, 2018
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A JOINT RESOLUTION

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH

OF PENNSYLVANIA, FURTHER PROVIDING FOR THE LEGISLATIVE

<--

REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF REAPPORTIONING

AND REDISTRICTING THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby resolves as follows:
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SECTION 1. THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF <--
PENNSYLVANIA IS PROPOSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE XI:
THAT SECTION 17 OF ARTICLE II BE AMENDED TO READ:

§ 17. INDEPENDENT LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL REAPPORTIONMENT

AND REDISTRICTING COMMISSION.

(A) IN EACH YEAR [FOLLOWING THE YEAR] OF THE FEDERAL

DECENNIAL CENSUS, BUT NOT LATER THAN JULY 1, [A] AN INDEPENDENT

LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSTIONAL REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING

COMMISSION SHALL BE CONSTITUTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF

REAPPORTIONING AND REDISTRICTING THE COMMONWEALTH. THE

COMMISSION SHALL ACT BY A MAJORITY OF ITS ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP.

(B) THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF [FIVE] 11 MEMBERS[: FOUR
OF WHOM SHALL BE THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY LEADERS OF BOTH THE
SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OR DEPUTIES APPOINTED
BY EACH OF THEM, AND A CHAIRMAN SELECTED AS HEREINAFTER

PROVIDED.] AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL PRESCRIBE BY LAW:

(1) THE QUALTIFICATIONS TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE

COMMISSION, PROVIDED THAT NO PERSON WHO HAS HELD ELECTIVE OR

20170SB0022PN1780 - 15 -
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APPOINTIVE PUBLIC OFFICE AT THE FEDERAL OR STATE LEVEL OR

ELECTIVE JUDICIAL OFFICE IN THIS COMMONWEALTH IN THE FIVE YEARS

IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION

SHATLT BE ELTGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT.

(2) THE MANNER BY WHICH THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH

SHALL PROVIDE FOR AN OPEN AND TRANSPARENT PROCESS TO:

(I) RECEIVE APPLTICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT AS A MEMBER OF THE

COMMISSION.

(IT) DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY OF APPLICANTS.

(ITT) ENSURE APPLICANTS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY REASONABLY REFLECT THE GEOGRAPHIC, GENDER AND RACIAL

DIVERSTITY OF THIS COMMONWEATLTH.

(3) REASONS FOR REMOVING A MEMBER OF THE COMMISSTION AND THE

MANNER BY WHICH VACANCIES SHATTL BE FILLED.

(4) THE MANNER BY WHICH THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH

SHALL SUBMIT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY A LIST OF QUALIFTIED

APPTLICANTS BY POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION.

(B.1) UPON RECEIPT OF THE TLIST OF QUALTEFTIED APPLTICANTS FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEATLTH, MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

SHATLTL BE APPOINTED AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE GOVERNOR SHATT RECOMMEND THREE TINDIVIDUALS FROM THE

LIST OF QUALTIFIED APPLICANTS WHO ARE NOT REGISTERED WITH ETTHER

OF THE TWO LARGEST POLITICAL PARTIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH BASED

UPON REGISTRATION FOR APPROVAL BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF EACH

CHAMBER.

(2) THE MAJORITY TLEADER AND MINORITY TLEADER OF THE SENATE

SHALL EACH RECOMMEND TWO INDIVIDUALS FROM THE LIST OF QUALIFIED

APPT.ICANTS FOR APPROVAL BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE SENATE.

(3) THE MAJORITY LEADER AND MINORITY TEADER OF HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES SHALL EACH RECOMMEND TWO INDIVIDUALS FROM THE
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LIST OF QUALTIFIED APPLICANTS FOR APPROVAL BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE

OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

NO LATER THAN [60 DAYS FOLLOWING THE OFFICIAL REPORTING OF

THE FEDERAL CENSUS AS REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW] JULY 1 IN EACH

YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIATL CENSUS, THE [FOUR] MEMBERS

APPROVED UNDER THTS SECTION SHALL BE CERTIFIED BY THE PRESIDENT

PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES TO THE ELECTIONS OFFICER OF THE COMMONWEALTH WHO
UNDER LAW SHALL HAVE SUPERVISION OVER ELECTIONS.

[THE FOUR MEMBERS WITHIN] WITHIN 45 DAYS AFTER THEIR

CERTIFICATION, THE MEMBERS SHALL SELECT [THE FIFTH MEMBER, WHO

SHALL SERVE AS] A CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION. [, AND SHALL
IMMEDIATELY CERTIFY HIS NAME TO SUCH ELECTIONS OFFICER. THE
CHATRMAN SHALL BE A CITIZEN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OTHER THAN A
LOCAL, STATE OR FEDERAL OFFICIAL HOLDING AN OFFICE TO WHICH
COMPENSATION IS ATTACHED.

IF THE FOUR MEMBERS FAIL TO SELECT THE FIFTH MEMBER WITHIN
THE TIME PRESCRIBED, A MAJORITY OF THE ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
SUPREME COURT WITHIN 30 DAYS THEREAFTER SHALL APPOINT THE
CHAIRMAN AS AFORESAID AND CERTIFY HIS APPOINTMENT TO SUCH
ELECTIONS OFFICER.

ANY VACANCY IN THE COMMISSION SHALL BE FILLED WITHIN 15 DAYS
IN THE SAME MANNER IN WHICH SUCH POSITION WAS ORIGINALLY

FILLED.] IF THE 11 MEMBERS FATL TO SEILECT A CHATRMAN WITHIN THE

TIME PRESCRIBED, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF

EACH CHAMBER, SHALL APPOINT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION

WITHIN 30 DAYS.

(C) NO LATER THAN 90 DAYS AFTER EITHER THE COMMISSION HAS
BEEN DULY CERTIFIED OR THE POPULATION DATA FOR THE COMMONWEALTH

AS DETERMINED BY THE FEDERAL CENSUS ARE AVAILABLE, WHICHEVER IS
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

LATER IN TIME, THE COMMISSION SHALL FILE A PRELIMINARY

REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING PLAN WITH SUCH ELECTIONS

OFFICER[.] BASED UPON FEDERAL CENSUS DATA FOR EACH GEOGRAPHIC

AND POLITICAT UNIT. THE PRELTMINARY REAPPORTTIONMENT AND

REDISTRICTING PLAN MUST BE APPROVED BY AT LEAST SEVEN

AFFIRMATIVE VOTES THAT MUST INCLUDE AT LEAST TWO VOTES OF

MEMBERS REGISTERED FROM EACH OF THE TWO LARGEST POLITICAL

PARTIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH BASED ON REGISTRATION AND TWO VOTES

OF MEMBERS NOT REGISTERED WITH EITHER OF THE TWO LARGEST

POLITICAL PARTIES BASED UPON REGISTRATION. THE COMMISSION SHALL

SCHEDULE AND CONDUCT AT LEAST SIX PUBLIC HEARINGS IN DIFFERENT

GEOGRAPHTIC REGIONS THROUGHOUT THTS COMMONWEALTH.

IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 16, THE FOLLOWING

SHATLT APPIY:

(1) A COUNTY MAY NOT CONTAIN MORE SENATORIAL DISTRICTS THAN

THE NUMBER REQUIRED BY THE POPULATION PLUS ONE.

(2) A COUNTY MAY NOT CONTAIN MORE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS

THAN THE NUMBER REQUIRED BY THE POPULATION PLUS TWO.

(3) DISTRICTS SHALL EACH HAVE A POPULATION AS CLOSE TO THE

APPT.TCABLE TDEAT DISTRICT POPULATION AS POSSTIBLE AND SHALL BE

COMPOSED OF COMPACT AND CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY AND, UNLESS

ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, NO COUNTY, CITY, INCORPORATED TOWN,

BOROUGH, TOWNSHTP OR WARD SHATLL BE DIVIDED IN FORMING

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS.

(4) THE BOUNDARIES OF EACH DISTRICT SHALL BE A SINGLE NON-

INTERSECTING CONTINUOUS LINE.

(5) IN ESTABLISHING DISTRICTS, THE COMMISSION SHALL NOT

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING DATA:

(I) ADDRESSES OF ANY TINDIVIDUAL.

(IT) POLITICAL AFFILTIATION OF REGISTERED VOTERS.

20170SB0022PN1780 - 18 -
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(ITT) PREVIOUS ELECTION RESULTS, UNLESS REQUIRED BY FEDERAL

LAW.

(6) ALL MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION AT WHICH A QUORUM IS

PRESENT HELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DELIBERATING OFFICIAL BUSINESS

OR TAKING OFFICTIAT, ACTION SHATLIL BE CONDUCTED IN AN OPEN FORUM

AND IN A MANNER BY WHICH THE PUBLIC MAY CONTEMPORANEOUSLY

OBSERVE THE PROCEEDINGS.

(7) COMMISSION MEMBERS AND THEIR EMPLOYEES AND ADVISORS

SHALL NOT COMMUNICATE WITH OR RECEIVE COMMUNICATIONS FROM ANY

OTHER PERSON ABOUT REAPPORTIONMENT OR REDISTRICTING MATTERS

UNLESS DURING AN OPEN PUBLIC MEETING OR UNDER SUCH EXCEPTIONS AS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY PRESCRIBE BY TAW.

THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE 30 DAYS AFTER FILING THE

PRELIMINARY PLAN AND COMPLETING THE SIX PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE

PLAN TO MAKE CORRECTIONS IN THE PLAN.

ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY THE PRELIMINARY PLAN SHALL HAVE THE
SAME 30-DAY PERIOD TO FILE EXCEPTIONS WITH THE COMMISSION IN
WHICH CASE THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE THE
EXCEPTIONS WERE FILED TO PREPARE AND FILE WITH SUCH ELECTIONS

OFFICER A REVISED REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING PLAN. IF NO

EXCEPTIONS ARE FILED WITHIN 30 DAYS, OR IF FILED AND ACTED UPON,
THE COMMISSION'S PLAN SHALL BE FINAL AND HAVE THE FORCE OF LAW.

(C.1) THE FINAL REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING PLAN MUST

BE APPROVED BY AT LEAST SEVEN AFFIRMATIVE VOTES THAT MUST

INCLUDE AT LEAST TWO VOTES OF MEMBERS REGISTERED FROM EACH OF

THE TWO LARGEST POLITICAL PARTIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH BASED ON

REGISTRATION AND TWO VOTES OF MEMBERS NOT REGISTERED WITH EITHER

OF THE TWO LARGEST POLITTICAL PARTIES BASED UPON REGISTRATION.

(D) ANY AGGRIEVED PERSON MAY FILE AN APPEAL FROM THE FINAL

PLAN DIRECTLY TO THE SUPREME COURT WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE

20170SB0022PN1780 - 19 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

FILING THEREOF. IF THE APPELLANT ESTABLISHES THAT THE FINAL PLAN
IS CONTRARY TO LAW, THE SUPREME COURT SHALL ISSUE AN ORDER
REMANDING THE PLAN TO THE COMMISSION AND DIRECTING THE

COMMISSION TO REAPPORTION AND REDISTRICT THE COMMONWEALTH IN A

MANNER NOT INCONSISTENT WITH SUCH ORDER.
(E) WHEN THE SUPREME COURT HAS FINALLY DECIDED AN APPEAL OR
WHEN THE LAST DAY FOR FILING AN APPEAL HAS PASSED WITH NO APPEAL

TAKEN, THE REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING PLAN SHALL HAVE THE

FORCE OF LAW AND THE DISTRICTS THEREIN PROVIDED SHALL BE USED
THEREAFTER IN ELECTIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNTIL THE NEXT

REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING AS REQUIRED UNDER THIS SECTION

17.

(F) ANY DISTRICT WHICH DOES NOT INCLUDE THE RESIDENCE FROM
WHICH A MEMBER OF THE SENATE WAS ELECTED WHETHER OR NOT
SCHEDULED FOR ELECTION AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION SHALL ELECT
A SENATOR AT SUCH ELECTION.

(G) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS
FOR THE COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF APPOINTED
BY THE COMMISSION, AND OTHER NECESSARY EXPENSES. THE MEMBERS OF
THE COMMISSION SHALL BE ENTITLED TO SUCH COMPENSATION FOR THEIR
SERVICES AS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM TIME TO TIME SHALL
DETERMINE, BUT NO PART THEREOF SHALL BE PAID UNTIL A PRELIMINARY
PLAN IS FILED. IF A PRELIMINARY PLAN IS FILED BUT THE COMMISSION
FATLS TO FILE A REVISED OR FINAL PLAN WITHIN THE TIME
PRESCRIBED, THE COMMISSION MEMBERS SHALL FORFEIT ALL RIGHT TO
COMPENSATION NOT PAID.

(H) IF A PRELIMINARY, REVISED OR FINAL REAPPORTIONMENT AND _

REDISTRICTING PLAN IS NOT FILED BY THE COMMISSION [WITHIN THE

TIME PRESCRIBED BY THIS SECTION UNLESS THE TIME BE EXTENDED BY

THE SUPREME COURT FOR CAUSE SHOWN, THE SUPREME COURT SHALL

20170SB0022PN1780 - 20 -
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IMMEDIATELY PROCEED ON ITS OWN MOTION TO REAPPORTION THE

COMMONWEALTH.] BY OCTOBER 1 OF EACH YEAR ENDING IN ONE, THE

FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIDER PROPOSED MAPS FOR

CONGRESSTONAL, SENATORIATL AND REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS AS

SEPARATE CATEGORIES.

(2) NOT LATER THAN OCTOBER 15 OF EACH YEAR ENDING IN ONE,

THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT AT LEAST TWO, BUT NOT MORE THAN

THREE, MAPS IN EACH CATEGORY TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. ALL MAPS

SUBMITTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL BE

MADE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW BY THE PUBLIC FOR A PERIOD OF NOT LESS

THAN 10 DAYS PRIOR TO ANY VOTE BY THE GENERAIL ASSEMBLY.

(3) THE GENERATL ASSEMBLY SHATLL APPROVE ONE MAP SUBMITTED TN

EACH CATEGORY BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF EACH CHAMBER.

(4) ANY PLAN APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION FINALLY SHALL

SUPERSEDE ALL PREVIOUS PLANS.

(I) ANY REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING PLAN FILED BY THE

COMMISSION, OR [ORDERED OR PREPARED] APPROVED BY THE [SUPREME

COURT] GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPON THE FAILURE OF THE COMMISSION TO

ACT, SHALL BE PUBLISHED BY THE ELECTIONS OFFICER ONCE IN AT
LEAST ONE NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN EACH SENATORIAL
AND REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT. THE PUBLICATION SHALL CONTAIN A MAP
OF THE COMMONWEALTH SHOWING THE COMPLETE REAPPORTIONMENT AND

REDISTRICTING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY DISTRICTS, AND A MAP

SHOWING THE [REAPPORTIONMENT] REAPPORTIONED AND REDISTRICTED

DISTRICTS IN THE AREA NORMALLY SERVED BY THE NEWSPAPER IN WHICH

THE PUBLICATION IS MADE. THE PUBLICATION SHALL ALSO STATE THE

POPULATION OF THE SENATORIAL AND REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS HAVING

THE SMALLEST AND LARGEST POPULATION AND THE PERCENTAGE VARIATION

OF SUCH DISTRICTS FROM THE AVERAGE POPULATION FOR SENATORIAL AND
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SECTION 2. (A) UPON THE FIRST PASSAGE BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THIS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT, THE
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH SHALL PROCEED IMMEDIATELY TO
COMPLY WITH THE ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE
XI OF THE CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA AND SHALL TRANSMIT THE
REQUIRED ADVERTISEMENTS TO TWO NEWSPAPERS IN EVERY COUNTY IN
WHICH SUCH NEWSPAPERS ARE PUBLISHED IN SUFFICIENT TIME AFTER
PASSAGE OF THIS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

(B) UPON THE SECOND PASSAGE BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THIS
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT, THE SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH SHALL PROCEED IMMEDIATELY TO COMPLY WITH THE
ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE XI OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANTIA AND SHALL TRANSMIT THE REQUIRED
ADVERTISEMENTS TO TWO NEWSPAPERS IN EVERY COUNTY IN WHICH SUCH
NEWSPAPERS ARE PUBLISHED IN SUFFICIENT TIME AFTER PASSAGE OF
THIS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. THE SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH SHALL SUBMIT THIS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH AT THE FIRST
PRIMARY, GENERAL OR MUNICIPAL ELECTION WHICH MEETS THE
REQUIREMENTS OF AND IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE
XI OF THE CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA AND WHICH OCCURS AT LEAST
THREE MONTHS AFTER THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT IS

PASSED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
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