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In the near future, I plan to re-introduce legislation to amend Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes to further provide for sentencing in drug offenses.

This legislation was drafted last session in consultation with a local police department in my district
and the county district attorney’s office. It is in response to a growing trend in the drug trade -
parents, guardians and caregivers trafficking drugs in the presence of their children. One instance
in particular that I know of involves a mother of three who was allegedly selling heroin and cocaine
out of her home in front of her kids. Other times, my police officers tell me that care-givers will
actually use their children as “mules” in their efforts to transport or conceal their drugs.

Under existing law, a person over 18 years of age who commits an offense under Section 13 (a)(14)
or (30) of the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act (i.e. selling manufacturing,
trafficking, etc) would receive a one year minimum mandatory sentence if the delivery or
possession with intent to deliver of the controlled substance was to a minor. And, if the adult
commits the offense with intent to promote habitual use; engages the minor in the trafficking,
transportation, delivery, manufacturing sale or conveyance; commits the offense on school
property; or on a school bus or within 500 feet of a school bus stop, the law provides for an
additional two year minimum mandatory sentence.

My legislation would extend these same minimum mandatory sentences to adults who sell or
possess with intent to deliver controlled substances in the present of a child and the adult is the
minor’s parent, guardian or is a person standing in loco parentis to the minor (e.g. day care provider
or school teacher).

If you would like to be listed as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please call Tracey Mattern at (717)
783-5327 or email at tmattern@pahousegop.com. Thank you for your consideration of this
proposal.
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