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AN ACT

Amending the act of June 25, 7982 (P.L.633, No.181), entitled
"An act providing for independent oversight and revj-ew of
regulations, creating an Independent Regulatory Review
Commission, providing for its powers and duties and making
repeals, " further providing for definitions, for proposed
regulations and procedures for review and for fj-na1-form
regulations and final-omitted regulations and procedures for
revj-ew,' providing for regulations deemed withdrawn; and
further providing for existing regulations.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania10
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hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the act of June 25,

No.181), known as the Regulatory Review Act, is
adding a definition to read:

Section 3. Definitions.

]-982 (P.L.633,

amended by

act shaIl
the

The foll-owing words and phrases when used in this
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise,

this section:meanings given to them in
***

"Legislative dav A dav when both houses of the GeneralIt

Assemblv are in votinq session.
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Section 2. Section 5(a) of the act is amended by adding a

paragraph and the section is amended by adding a subsection to
read:

Section 5. Proposed regulations; procedures for review.

(a) On the same date that an agency submits a proposed

regulation to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication
of notice of proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bull-etin as

required by the Commonwealth Documents Law, the agency shall
submit to the commissj-on and the commj-ttees a copy of the

proposed regulation and a regulatory analysis form which

incl-udes the following:

(L.2\ In the case of a c tion of State statutorv
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authorit under ara ra h 1.1 a a a ion of

a statut-e that exolicitlv states that t.he asencv mav

nromu'l oale reolrl ati ons for the specific Duroose cited in the

statement of need for the requl-ation under parasraph (3) .

***

(cl - 1) The committees shall durins the public comment

neriod conclrrr:t a nrrbl i c hea r''i no to recelve comments reoardino a

proposed regulation for which cost estimates included in the

reolrlatorv analvsis form, as reguired under subsection (a) (4),

exceed S'l - 000.000 - The aoencv hall appear at the hearino if

***

Section

to read:

Section 5.1

reguested to do so bv the chair of the committee.

3. Section 5.I(1.2) and (j.3) of the act are amended

. Final-form regulations and final-omitted
regulationsi procedures for review.
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(j.2) (1) At any time during the commission's review period

up to 24 hours prior to the opening of the commission's

public meeting, a committee may notify the commission and the

agency that it has approved or disapproved a final-form or

final--omitted regulation or that it intends to revj-ew the

regulation.
(2\ If the committee notifies the commission that it

intends to review a requlati on under oaraoraph { 1- ) , the
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committee mav include the fol-lowinq in its review

(i) An asses nt of whether:

(A) the reoulation is n the nrrblic interest.'

(B) the aqencv has the statutorv authoritv to

romul- ate t
(C) the reoulation conf rms Lo t.he intention of

the General Assemblv in the enactment of the stat r:t e

u on lation is based.

(il) Consideration of anv of t-he fact-ors enumerated

in section s.2 (b) .

(3) If the commission approves a regulation and a

committee has not notj-fied the commission and the agency that

it has di-sapproved the regulation or that it intends to

review the regulati-on, the agency may promulgate the

regulation. If the commission approves a regulation and a

committee has notified the commission and the agency that it

has disapproved the regulation or that it intends to review

the regulation, the agency may not promulgate the regulation

for t4 daysor six leqislative davs whichever is lonoer.

after the committee has received the commission's approval

order.
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(4) During Ithis 14-day period] the period estabfished

under paraoraoh (3) the committee may take action on the

regulation pursuant to section 7 (d) . If at the expiration of

the [14-day] period established under oaraorach (3) the

committee has not taken action on the regulation pursuant to

section 7 (d), the agency may promulgate the regulation.

(j.3) If the committees are prevented from completing their

[14-day] review durino the period estab i shecl rrncler subsecti on

(i 2\ (3) because of adjournment sine die or expiration of the

Iegislative session in an even-numbered year, their review of

the final-form or fi-nal-omitted regulation shafl automatically

be suspended untit the fourth Monday in January of the next

year. On that date, the agency shal-l- resubmit the final-form or

finat-omitted regulation and required material- to the committees

and the commission. If either committee has not been designated

by the fourth Monday in January, the agency may not deliver the

finat-form or final-omitted regulation and required material to

the commi-ttees and the commission until- both committees are

designated. If the agency does not del-iver the final-form or

final--omitted regulation and required material to the commission

and the committees by the second Monday after the date by which

both committee designations have been published in the

Pennsylvania Bulletin, the agency shall be deemed to have

withdrawn the finat-form or final-omitted regulation. In

determining the remainj-ng time for committee review, the number

of days 1n which the committees have had the final-form or the

final-omitt.ed regulation under review as of the adjournment sine

die or expiration of the prior session shall be subtracted from

the [14-day] committee review Pe riod establi-shed under

subsectio (i.2) (3) , but the committee review period in the next

201,1D05201 4



succeeding legislative session shal-l- not be less than ten days.

An agency may not submit a final-form or final-omitted

regulation to the commission or the committees for review during

the period from the adjournment sine die or expiration of the

legislative session of an even-numbered year to the date by

whj-ch both committees have been designated in the next

succeedi-ng legislative session. This subsectj-on shal-l- not appfy

to emergency-certified regulations adopted pursuant to the

provisions of section 6 (d) .

Section 5.3

Section 4 The act is

Requ.l-ations

amended by adding a se.ction to read:

deemed withdrawn.

A regulation shall be deemed withdrawn if there is no

orri sion of a S t.ate statute wh ich exol-icitlv state that thenr
v 'oromufgate reoulations for the specific purpos e cited
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agencv

in the tatement of nee d for the requla tion under sect on 5 (a)

(3) an lhe reoulato v analvsis fo submitted for the

requlati on does not comp lv with the requirements of sect ion 5 (a)

(r.2\ .

section 5. section 8.1 0f the act is amended to read:

Section B. 1-. Existing regulations.

(a) The commission, ofl its motion or at the request of any

person or member of the General Assemblyr ildY review any

existing regulation which has been in effect for at least three

years. If a committee of the senate or the House of

Representatives requests a review of an existing regulation, the

commission shall perform the review and shal-I assign it high

priority. The commission may submit recommendations to an agency

recommending changes in existing regulations if it finds the

existing regulations to be contrary to the public interest under
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1 the criteria established in section 5.2. The commission may also

2 make recomrnendations to the General- Assembly and the Governor

3 for statutory changes if the commission finds that any exj-sting

4 regulation may be contrary to the public interest.

(b) The commission s alf oost on it oubliclv acce ssible

Internef, website a link to the Pennsvlvania Cocle -

ch aoencv sha 1 nost on its oubliclv acces sible(c) E

Internet website a link to a searchabl-e compilation of the text

of all- existinq r lations tha t have been p romulsated bv the

agencv

(cl) The commi ssion shal I oost on its nrrbliclv accessible

Tnternet website a link throush which members of the publ c mav

submit a request for the commission to review an exi stinq

t-i on as Drov ded under s section (a) Tf the commi SS]- onrequla

s a reouest rom a member of the oubl-ic for the review o frecelv

a reoulation the commi ssi on shall- t ansmit a coov of t he

to the appropriate standinq committees of the Senate andrequest
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the House of Representatives.

ach aoencv head shal-l- develoo and i ement an on .I ol-n cII(e) E

nrooram to r erri ew its exi stino reoufat i ons - Each aoenc v must-

submit a olan for its Proqram, including a propos ed timeline, to

the c i ssion and the aoorocri ate standinq committees of the

Senate and House of Rep resentatives wi thin six months of the

ve date of t his subsection. Each aqenc v nrooram shal ldoeffect

the fol I owino:

(1) Provide for the review of al-I aoencv requl tions

o\rer a three -vear Deraocl and for the eontinuous review of

existin o recrulations over subsequent three-vear riods.

rovide for t-he review of existi-nq

20t7 D05201
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cjrr I at-ions shalf ad ess a comnellino oubli C(i ) Re

interest.
(ii) Costs of eoulations shall not outweiqh heir

benefits.
Reclulatio s shall be written i clear, co case(iii)

and, when oossib I e. nonte nical lanq lraoe.

(iv) Reou lation s shall clclress def inable oubli c

health safetv or envfronmental- r sks.

Federal regulations exist, State requlat ons(v) If

ecl Federa standard unless i ustified bVAshaII not- exce

llinq public interes r unless quired by tatecom'oe

law.

(vi ) Comoliance shal-1 be the qoal of all

reoulations.
Tf viabl e nonrequl torv alte natives ex ist.
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(vii)

alternat s shal-1 be prefe rred over requl-ations.the
(vi i i ) Requ ations hall no hamoer the

nwe hts t to ete ivel the

states.
(3) Tnclude a Drocess t hrouoh w ch the aqENCV

ide esr lati hat a er lu nds ea

ustificationrecommendation for repeal shall include a IEach

nded repeal-, a prop sed schedule for reoealfor the recomme

and cost ASSO ed wi re eaSAV

ooal fo the agencv's red ction of the(4) Tnclude

lati-ons or the number of pages of regu lat ionsnumber of regu

dur ch e- erl-

throuqh which the adENCV S its(5) Include a PTOCCSS

reva f re u nto a ro stan

agencv
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the stand ino committee, appear before the committee in a

oubl-ic earino to prov cle additional formation and answer
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4

ouestions r eoardino the reorrlation

Section 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days '
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