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AN ACT

1 Amending the act of March 10, 1"949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
z acL relating to the public school- system, including certain
3 provisions applicable as well to private and parochial
4 school-s; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
S laws relating thereto, " in school- health services, further
6 provi-ding for automatic external defibrillators and providing
i for sudden cardiac event emergency action plan for athletic
8 activlties.

The General- Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 1423 of the act of March 10, L949

(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of L949, is

amended by adding a subsection to read:

Secti-on 7423. Automatic External Def ibrill-ators. --* * *
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(i.3) (1) Ea h school entitv and nonpubli school shal I

have an automa tic external defibrillator present at all

interscholastic athletic events, incl-udi-nq pract ices. soonsored

bv the school enti-tv or nonpublic schoo.l-.

(2\ The automatic externa.l defibrillator reouired under th

subsection mav either be propertv of the school entitv or

20LBD07 977

1S

1



1 nonpublic schoof or on the premises with emergencv medical-
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personnel-.

(3) Tf the automatic external def ibrill-ator is ro ertn n fU

t.he school entitv or nonpub]ic school, school- personnel who are

exoected to use the automati-c exl,ernal clefibri I lalor shal'l

compl-ete the traininq resuired under subsection (d) .

4 Asc
I automatic externaf defibrill-ator reouired under this subsection

bv donation, throuqh a fundraisinq effort or bv anv other means.

***

Section 2. The act is amended by adding a section to read:

Section 1425. Sudden Cardiac Event Emerqencv Action Pfan for

Athletic Activities. -- (a) Beqi nino wilh the 2018-2019 sr:hool

vear, each school entitv and nonoublic school shalf estabfish

and implement a sudden cardiac event emergencv action pfan for

respondino to a sudden cardiac event- at- an athl eti c acti rzi tv-
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includino an event in which th lrse of an arrtomal i c exlerna l

defibrillat.or mav be necessarv. The plan shal-l- be consistent

with the provisions of section 1423 and i-nclude the followi-nq,

at a minimum:

(1) A cardiac emergencv re nse team l-ist, comorised of

indivlduals who have current cardiopul-monarv

resuscitation/automatic exte@ eertr-Eication.
The list shall incl-ude school nu >u> coaches and at least fivr

other ful-l--time school- personnel-. The l-ist shall be updated once

a vear.

(2) Detail-ed procedures on resoondino to a sudden cardiac

event which shall include the identificatlon of school personnel-

who shal-l- be responsible f or af -L thre f o.L.Loluing:

(i) Respondinq to an individual experiencinq a sudden
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cardiac event

(ii) Contactinq gLI and providinq a copv of the plan to

3 local emerqencv response and dispatch aqencies and assisting

emergencv responders i-n reachinq the individual experienci-no a4
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sudden cardiac event.

(iii) Startinq cardiopu I mona rv resu sci tat i on -

(iv) Retrievinq and usi-nq the automatic external

defibrillator.

(v) Placement and maintenance of automated externaf

deflbrillators, includinq the reconrmended number of automatic

external- defibrillators inside a school bu i I cl i ncr - outs i cle a

school- buildinq and backups that shal-l- be hefd in reserve for

use as repfacements for an automatic external defibrll-l-ator
which may be out ol E€rllr!€.

(vi) Conductino an annual- revi ew ancl erra I uat i on of t.he n 1an

incl-udinq compari-nq the plan to updated recommendations from the

American Heart Association. The annuaf review and evaluation

shall be conducted by the school ent:LLy or nonpublic school-'s

administrative staff.
(b) As used in this section, the fol-l-owins words and phrases

shall- have the meaninqs qiven to them in this subsection un.l-ess

rh ntext clearl-cr-o indicat aq nl-horr^r'i qo.

"Automatic external defibrillator" means a portabl-e device

that uses el-ectric shock to restore a stable heart rhvthm to an

individual in cardiac arres I

"Nonpublic school-" means a nonprofj-t school, other than a

oublic school within this C wealt-h. wherein a res'i clenl of

this Commonwealth mav Ieqal-ly fulfiIl the compulsorv school-

attendance reguirements of this act and which meets the

applicable requirements of Title VI of the Civil Riqhts Act of
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I L964 (Public Law 88-352, 18 Stat. 24I).

"School entitv" means an area vocational--technical schoof, a

charter school, a cvber charter school - an 'i nlermecli ate uni t or
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a school district.
Section 3. This act shal-l- take effect in 60 days.
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