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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consol-idated Statutes, in particular rights and
immunities, further providing for civil rights violations.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

Sectj-on 1. Section 8309(a) of Title 42 of the Pennsylvanj-a

Consol-idated Statutes is amended and the section is amended by

adding a subsection to read:

S 8309. Civil rights viol-ations.

(a) Redress for personal injury.--A person who incurs injury

to his person or damage or loss to his property as a result of

conduct described in 18 Pa.C.S. S 2710 (relating to ethnic

intimidation) or 3307 (relating to institutional- vandalism)

shall- have a right of action against the actor or an emplover of

the actor for injunction, damages or other appropriate civil or

equitable relief. In the action, the issue of whether the

defendant engaged in the conduct alleged shall- be determined

according to the burden of proof used in other civil- actions for
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1 simil-ar relief. The plaintiff may seek recovery for any of the
f ol1owi-ng:

(1) General and special damages, including damages for
emotional distress. Damages under this paragraph shalr be

actual damages or t$5001 $5000, whichever is greater.
(2) Punitive damages.

(3) Reasonable attorney fees and costs.
(4) Injuncti_ve and other equitable rel_ief .

(5) such other relief which the court deems necessary

and proper [. ] whi ch mav i nel ude t- not h)e l-imited t-o-

nostino bv the actor or an emolover of the actor of the court
orcier entered in f-he matter in a consoicuolls mann er on at
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I east one nubl i r: trance wav of a corTrmer al orooertv owned

or occuD ied bv the acto or an emnlove of the actor a dona
oubl iclv accessi bl e Internet webs ite maintainecl brr or on

behalf f the actor or an empl-over of the actor for a period

than more contin
***

(o) Definiti on . -- As used i n this sect-ion. t he term
ttemt)lo r" shall have the same meanin as oiven to i t under
section 4 of the act o October 21. 1 55 (P .L.1 44 . N o.222\ .

known a the Pennsvlva ia Human Refati ons Act

Section 2. This act shall- take effect in 60 days.
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