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A RESOLUTION

Recognizing the 100th anniversary of the Spanish influenza
pandemic.

WHEREAS, The Spanish influenza pandemic occurred between the

spring of 1918 and the spring of 1919; and

WHEREAS, The Spanish infl-uenza pandemic was caused by an H1N1

virus with genes of avian origin but there is no consensus on

where the virus originated; and

WHEREAS, Symptoms of the Spanish influenza incl-uded normal-

influenza symptoms of fever, chilIs, musc1e pain and headache;

and

WHEREAS, Many individuals affected by the Spanish influenza

developed severe respiratory complications, including pneumonia,

which is believed to have caused the most deaths during the

pandemic; and

WHEREAS, Therapies of the early 1900s had little impact on

curbing the j-nfluenza and there were no effective vaccinations

available to protect agai-nst influenza infection; and
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WHEREAS, Treatment for infruenza was largely symptomatic,

aiming to reduce fever or pain; and

WHEREAS, Allies fighting in world war.r called this pandemic

"spanj-sh" infl-uenza because spain's uncensored press was the
first to report freely on the widespread influenza in 1918; and

WHEREAS, The spanish infruenza is thought to have infected
500 million peopl-e worl-dwide, whJ_ch was approximately one-third
of the planet's population at the time; and

WHEREAS, The spanish influenza kirred an estimated 2r.5
million to 39.3 mil-fion people worr-dwide in three waves,

although some sources estimate the deaths at 50 to 100 million;
and

WHEREAS' Epidemiological- data indicates that the first wave

of Spanish influenza in the United States began during March of
1918, dt Fort Riley military base in Kansas; and

WHEREAS, An estimated 1,100 sor-diers at Fort Riley were

affected by the first wave of the infl_uenza outbreak; and

WHEREAS, rt is believed that the transport of hundreds of
thousands of infected troops in close physical contact between

camps caused the influenza to spread quickly; and

WHEREAS, The troops then brought the influenza to the army

barracks, military camps and trenches of Europe whire fighting
in World War l; and

WHEREAS, The second wave of spanish influenza was much more

fatal and spread g1oba1Iy from september to November 191g; and

WHEREAS, october of 1918 was the most deadly month in the
united states, when 195,000 Americans died from the influenza;
and

WHEREAS, The third wave of spanish influenza was similar in
intensity to the second wave and occurred during the winter and
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early spring of 1-919 in the United States and worl-dwide; and

WHEREAS, Ar estimated 6'15,000 Americans died of the influenza

during the pandemic; and

WHEREAS, The majority of individuals who died from Spanish

influenza were younq, healthy adul-ts between 15 and 44 years of

age; and

WHEREAS, The first case of Spanish influenza diagnosed in

Pennsylvania was reported on September 18, 1918, in

Philadelphia; and

WHEREAS, At the time of the outbreak in PhiLadelphiat'752 of

Philadel-phia's hospit.als' medical and surgical staf f s were

overseas; and

WHEREAS, This significant personnel shortage helped

contribute to the Spanish influenza's deadly impact; and

WHEREAS, The influenza spread to Pittsburgh three weeks after

it was first di-agnosed in Philadelphia; and

WHEREAS, By October of 1918, 350,000 cases of Spanish

infl-uenza were reported in Pennsylvania, with 150,000 of the

cases coming from Philadelphia; and

WHEREAS, By the spring of 1919, it is estimated that there

were more than 12,000 deaths in Philadelphia alone from the

influenza; and

WHEREAS, The hiqh mortality rate and rapid spread of Spanish

inf.l-uenza il,Iustrates the need to further understand the origlns

of this devastating pandemic; and

WHEREAS, Public heal-th organizations, including the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention and the Worl-d Health

Organi zatton, have used their scientific expertise and resources

to address the continuing threat and burden of influenza; and

WHEREAS, Recognizing the 100th anniversary of the Spanish
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1 influenza pandemic serves as a reminder of the critical- role
2 public heal-th programs play in modern society through prevention
3 of disease and in minimizing the spread of disease to avoj-d a

4 pandemic like the Spanish influenza in 1918; therefore be it
5 RESOLVED' That the House of Representatives recognj-ze the
6 100th anniversary of the spanish influenza pandemic.
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