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AN ACT

Amending Titfe 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in organization andjurisdiction of courts of common pleas, providing for
veterans and service member courts.
The General Assembly of the Commonweal-th of Pennsylvanj_a

hereby enacts as folfows:

Section 1. Titl-e 42 of the Pennsylvanj-a Consolidated

Statutes is amended by adding a section to read:

S 918. Veterans and service member courts.
(a) Establ-ishment.--The president iudqe of each court of

ot'nmon n leas shall establísh, in consultation wi th the districtc
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attornev of the coirntv. a vel-era ns and service member court for

veterans ancl serv'i ce members harqed with a misdemeanor or

felonv offense other than a crime of violence. The court shall
bee stabfished usino available funds

(b,) Joint court---Two or more president -ludqes mav iointlv

form a veterans ancl serv'i ce m er court in consultation with

the cli stri ct- at.t-ornev f rom each countv represented bv the ioint
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court.

lc) Di screl i on o resident udqe. --At the discretion of thefn I

Ðresident -ìudoe. the court shall be either a separate court or
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robf -solvin il/a hin eas.

(cl) Local nrles. --The corrrt- s all adopt local rul-es for the

aclministration of th oìl rt and its related treatment services -

7 The l-ocal rules must be consistent with this sect.ion and the

rules establishecl bv the Su reme Court of Pennsvfvania.

(e) Exi st'i no corrrts - --Tf d urt of common oleas has an

existino veterans and service member court before the effective
date of this section. the vete rans and service member court
sha I I cont i nue ancl i S t subiect to this section.nc)

(f) Eliqibilitv.--A defendant is eliqible for participation

in a court if:
l1 ) the clefenclant âorees to plead quiltv to the charoes;

B

9

10

11

L2

13

I4

15

I6

I1

1B

L9

)^

2L

22

,/<

24

25

26

)a

29

30

(2\ the orosecutor consents to the defendant's

participation; and

(3) the court finds that the defendant:

(i) is a veteran or current member of the United

States Armed Forces, incl-udinq the reserves, National-

Guard or Pennsvl-vania National Guard; and

(ii) suffers from a brain iniury, mental- if fness or

(q)

mental disorder, j-ncludinq post-traumatic stress

disorder, that:
(A) resulted from the defendant's militarv

service in a combat zone or other simil-ar hazardous

dutv area; and

(B) materiallv affected the defendant's criminal
conduct at issue in the case.

Exclusion.--A defendant shall be excluded from a court
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ifa nvoft follow l_no app lies:
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fendant p revious lv rticip ed in or(3) The de

char fro vet SA ervac er rt

f matters descr bed in ubsecti ons(h) VeìîaIa at-ion. --Proof o

ubmitted to the court in which the criminal(f) and (o) mav be s
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determination of a disabili tvb VA(2) ap revaous

or bv the United States Department ofvete anst org ani zation

Veterans Affai rS;

affidavít of other veterans or
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(3) testimo nv or an

SC rvice membe rs; and

rminatio of elioib ilitv for benefits bv(4) ap rior dete

aS at-e or countv vetera s' off ce.

findinqs must acc þanv a ckete CA
The courtts

Procedure. --The follow inq app lv

order t he defe ant to submit t oa
(r)

(1) The cou rt shall-

ruo and al-cohol- screenanq and ass essmentment aI health and d

ite ate a of rans rrsthro hrh

ede tmen A ba ont nta alth dru

as se s sment shall be subm itted to
and al-cohol screenino and

include t reatmen and r abilit l-vethe court and shall

defendant for consideration bv theinte rventi-ons for the
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ESSMC \^i ithi rev s60

The court shall inform the defendant that, if the(2\

fen fails meet con ns of ourt

ibil o a I t the sha revok

defe sha ES ced a VA r the

Th fenda haII cute itten tw

e cou sto defe ntr s acl- ^!dL in the

shal he te nd l_ons hecree

ossibility of sanctions o T incarceration forincludino the p

abide bv or complv with the terms of the court.failinq to

addition to anv other conditions authorized under(4) In

shaf der defen to co e thelaw he co

dations. A failure bv the defendant totreatment recommen

lete tre ns ma ult int n

roed wit sanctio ns, removal from the
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cour din erat
defe clant' s eino cha

Ment-al he alth and sub,stance abuse tr eatment. --The(r )

foll O\ñrlnO a lv:

t shal-1 collabor te with networ of(1) The c

rams rep resentinq a contin uumsubs t-ance abuse treatment prog

substance abuse treatment options commensurateofq aduated

wíth nee

ited tes

dant inclufd ro

ars

with

rtme ofV rans

the dep artment and communi tv-based programs.
C nwealth,

T urt 11 labor with twork ment

reatment p rograms representinq a continuum ofhe alth t

tions commensurate with the needs of thetreatment op
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e court hall emol v additio a-l service sor(3) Th

s it deems NECC S SATV on a case -bv-case bâS1S.inter r¡entions a

ì ol ations terminati on and cl i schar

shall i se reas onab,le sa ctions u T

(k) v

(1) The court
unde secti a 3writ ree exec

arcerati on or dismissal of the defendant fromrnc ng l-n

f the rtf from evide resentcou

nroffer o f oroof, from a co rl rtrt orinclr rclino a

rofes naf the an

is not pe rforming satis factorilY in the assi-qned(r)

trea tment and rehabi Iitative intervent r-ons;

benef itinq from education, treatmen or
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(ii ) is not

rehabilitation;
noaoed in eriminal conduct renclerino t heriii) e

cle f enclant unsu table for t-he court ; and

e violat ecl the te rms and onclitions of( iv) otherwi

ourt or the defendant's s entence or is unabfe to

cond

the

par icipate for anv reason.

(2\ Iinon successful comoletion of the terms and

i tions o t-he co rt-. the court shall:

(i) cli smiss t he orioin aI charqe s aoainst the

def nt
the defendant's sentence or othe f\^/ISe(ii ) terminate

ndant from further proceedin qs agal- nstdischarqe the defe

def ti eor nal utio

(r) Fund ino. --The foIIow l_nq app lv

cou hal 11ec

fee of $ 1. 000; and

a ac]- n the
1

court:
(i)

nt- fee i
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amo t necessa v to cove T the cos s of test no,

nseli rtr nt rmed rovl- rth

supe asaon fthec rt

scretion of the i cioe admi i sterino t he(2\ Al the

a cof ed this fon id

eriodic basis or a deferred pavment schedule.p

lected uncler this subsectio mav onlvbe(3) A fee co

u secl f or a ÐrtrÐos e soecifi c to the urt.

--As used in this section, the fo llowinq(m) Definitions
tt the nl_n S ntot n thian rASCS

aon st ntex learf icat herwise

ttCo It T veter and ace r cou abli

er th ecti
il osec defe attort SS]-O
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robat offi ort ment vide volved ha T

supe rvised bv the court.
It ffen der f the wanrtme viole

(1) 1B Pa. C. S. S 2502 ( relatinq to murde r);

s. s 210 ( relati otosi le assa(2\ -1 B Pa. C.

C.S 3]-2 relat oTa

s 3L24. 1 (relati no to se al assau t_);
1

(4) 18 Pa. C. S

and

5 BPa 1 l-n t bber

eoartmen tofMi itarv a d Veteranstt rtment. tt The

Affairs.
n \^I as cu ntI ln fntt rVIC A

United States on ac tive dutv or reservearmed forces of the

atus an Nat IG

erson who served ín the armed forces of thettVeteran. tt AP
ed or
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conclitions that were not- dishonorable-

Section 2. This act shall take effect 1n I20 days
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