AUSTIN DAVIS, MEMBER
35TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

G-07 IRVIS OFFICE BUILDING
P.O. BOX 202035
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120-2035
(717) 783-1018

627 LYSLE BOULEVARD
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA 15132
(412) 664-0035
FAX: (412) 664-0039

3910 MAIN STREET, SUITE 5

House of Representatives

COMMITTEES

AGRICULTURE & RURAL AFFAIRS
COMMERCE

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & ENERGY
GAME & FISHERIES

CAUCUSES

PA LEGISLATIVE BLACK CAUCUS
AFTER SCHOOL

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
GAS & OIL

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA HUNGER
MUNHALL, PENNSYLVANIA 15120
(412) 476-3046 HARRISBURG '\SA;\EIEULFACTUHING
FAX: (412) 476-3048 YMCA
551 RAVENSBURG BOULEVARD DELEGATIONS
CLAIRTON, PENNSYLVANIA 15025 _—
(412) 233-2505 ALLEGHENY
FAX: (412) 233-2507
MEMORANDUM
To: All House Members
From: Representative Austin Davis
Subject: Single Water Meters Servicing Multiple Units - Amending Titles 66 & 68
Date: January 3, 2019

Pennsylvania consumers deserve a fair deal no matter where they choose to live. Often, owners
residing in multiple-unit dwellings need additional protection when it comes to water meters.
One meter should not service all units. Rather, each unit in a multiple-unit dwelling should be
required to have individual water meters.

When a single meter is shared between all units, it can create a nightmare for residents and
homeowners associations collecting shares from all parties. In Philadelphia, an individual in a
homeowners association misappropriated the funds collected, and water service to the entire
building was cut off. Because homeowners associations are a private operating nonutility not
subject to Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) regulation, there’s very little
regulatory protection for these consumers. This situation must be avoided at all cost.

Therefore, I am forwarding a two-bill package of legislation to address this issue. One piece will
amend Title 66 (Public Utilities) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes requiring
homeowners associations be subject to PUC jurisdiction when one meter services all units. The
second will amend Title 68 (Real and Personal Property) requiring a separate water meter in
order for an existing unit in a multi-family dwelling to be sold.

It is our duty as representatives of the people of this Commonwealth, to provide the highest level
of consumer protection for our residents. The Pennsylvania Constitution guarantees us the right
to clean, drinkable water. This legislation will ensure that fundamental right.
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