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AN ACT

Amendj-ng the act of December L1 , 1968 (P.L.1224, No.387),
entitled "An act prohibiting unfair methods of competition
and unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the conduct of
any trade or conimerce, giving the Attorney General and
District Attorneys certain powers and duties and providing
penalties, " further providing for definitions, for unlawful
acts or practices and excl-usions and for private actions.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanj-a8
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hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 2(4) (xxi) of the

(P.L.1224, No.387), known as the Unfair

Consumer Protection Law, is amended and

adding a subclause to read:

Section 2. Definitions. --As used in
***

(4) "Unfair methods of competition"

acts or practices" mean any one or more

act of December IJ, 1968

Trade Practices and

the clause is amended by

this act.

and "unfair or deceptive

of the following:
***

(xxi) Usinq a contract for the sale of goods or services

which states that anv of the contract I s orovisions are or mav be
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act
of De cember 21,. 1989 (P.L. 12, No.B7) known as the Heal-th Club
Act.

(xxii) Engaging in any other fraudulent or deceptive conduct
which creates a likelihood of confusion or of misunderstanding.

section 2. sections 3 and 9.2(a) of the act are amended to
read:

Section 3. Unlawful Acts or practices; Exclusj_ons.__Unfair
methods of competition and unfair or deceptive acts or practices
in the conduct of any trade or conrmerce as defined by subclauses
(i) through fmf (xxii) of clause (4) of section 2 of this
act and regulations promulgated under section 3.1 of this act
are hereby declared unlawful. The provisions of this act shatl_

not apply to any owner' agent or employe of any radi-o or
televisi-on stati-on, or to any owner, publisher, printer, agent
or employe of an rnternet service provider or a newspaper or
other publication, periodical or circular, who, in good faith
and wj-thout knowredge of the falslty or deceptive character
thereof, publi-shes, causes to be pubrished or takes part in the
publication of such advertisement

Section 9.2. Private Actions.--(a) any person fm

whi ch uses or emrl lovs A me thod, act- or n

decl-ared unlawful by section 3 of this act
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shall be l-iable for a civil penaltv of
not less than one hundred doflar s ($100) or for actual damaoes,

or bot.h - at- the e'l er:t i on o f the consumer, tooether with

reasonable attornev fees and court costs. The court fldy, in its

6 discretion, award up to

7 sustained, but not l-ess

8 provide such additional

three times the actual damages

than one hundred dol-Iars ($100), and may

relief as it deems necessary or proper.

ffiXr Actual damages mav be recoverabl-e bv a consumer in a

nrivate action or as oart of a count.erclaim bv a consumer

aoainst a seller- lessor- crecli tor, lender, bailee or assionee

which used or empfoyed a method, act or practice declared

unlawful bv section 3 of this ct. A consumer shall have the
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rioht t-o oet-'i t'i on t-he corrrt o terminate a contract which

v'i ol ates ser':t-'i 3 of this act.
***

Section 3. The amendment of section 2(4) (xxi)

contracts entered into or renewed on or after the

of this section.

Section 4. This act shal-l take effect in 60 days.

shall- apply to

effective date
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