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Amendlng the act of March 10, l94g
( P. L. 30, No. 14 ) , known as the
Public School_ Code of 1"949, in
intermediate units, repealing
provj-sions relating to
psychological servicesi in
professional employees, providing
for school social workers; and, j_n
school- heal_th services, further
providing for health services and
providing for schoof counselors,
school- psychologists and school
social- workers
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AN ACT

1 Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (p.L.30, No.14), entitred "Anz acL relating to the public school system, including certain3 provisions applicable as werl to prj_vate and paroc[ial4 schools; amending, revising, consolidating an-d changing the5 ]aws relating thereto, " in intermediate uiits, repe5l1ig6 provisions relating to psychologicar servicesi in-7 professj-onaI employees, providing for school- social- workers;8 and, in school health services, iurther providing for health9 services and providing for school counseiors, school10 psychologists and school_ social workers
The General- Assembly of the commonwealth of pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
Secti-on 1 . Section 923 .1_-A of the act of March

Public School- Code of

10 , 1,9 49

(P.L.30, No.14), known as the

repealed:
1949, is
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to gCI to other premises in order to have such needed services is;

:found by the General Assembly to be both inadequate and harmful.

The General Assembly expressly finds and declares diagnostic and

evaluative psychological services for children to be health

services, and it is the lntention of the General Assembly now to

make these available, ofl a general and even-handed basis, to ail
.. 1

,school children in the Commonwealth.,

(b) Definitions.--The following terms, whenever used or

,referred to in this section, shall have the following meanings,

except in those circumstances where the context Cfearfy

indicates' othrerwise :,

"'Nonpublic school" means any nonprofit school, other than a

publie ,.school within the Commonwealth , of ' Pennsylvan j a, wherein a

iresident .of,', the 'Cqqq.{lonWealth, may lega1try,.fulf i11 the . compulsory

school attendance requirements and which meets the requirements

i'P-ycholog,i€a 
".s'€,r.v,icels" 

means diagnostic and' evaluativei
'I

psychotogicai' services for ciritrdren.,,

(c) Provision of Services.--The Secretary of Educltion

directlyr or through the intermediate units out of their
allocation under: section 922.!-A of this act sha1l have the

.power and duty to furnish free to nonpublic school- students,

upon the premises of the nonpublic schools which t.hey regularfy

attend, psychological services provided that such services iie
also af forded,,.,to:,'.pgbtrrc ,scJtool strldents. by., !he,..pubf lc;,scflool
, istrict in which such nonpublic school is located. l

Section 2. The act is amended by adding a section to read:

Section 1107.1. School- Social Workers.-- (a) A school entitv
that emplovs a schoof social worker must require the individual

to hold an educational specialis t certificate for .sr:hool sociaI
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worker issued bv the partment of Education.
(b) The r aafn1r ement-s of subser:t'i on {a ) sha 1f not annlv when

the i-ndividual:
(1 ) meets the exceotion for a school sor:ial worker as set

forth in section 20(a-1\ of lh act of Jul-v 9. 198'7 (P -L-2?.0.

No-39) - known as the rrS ocr e I Workers, Marri aoe ancl Fami I rz

Theraoists and Professi onal Counsel-ors Act"; or
(2\ i.s emnlorred as or oerformino the cluti s of a school

social worker'r a school- entitv in this Common alth and holds

e'i ther a sociaf worker license 'i ssuerJ brz lhe rtment of Stat-e

o.r another cert-ificat-e 'i ssrrecl v the Deoartment of Educ:at-i on

nrior t-o the clerreilonmenl of an educationa l .sneci al i st

te for ar n

Education under subsection (c).
(c) The D.eoar nt of Education sha11 devel on an educational
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sner:ialisl r:ert ificate for school soeial worke no later than

sixtv (60) davs after the ef ective date of this secti on -

(d) For the nurposes of this section. the term "school-

entitv" shall mean a nubl i r: sr-:hool- district, intermediate un'i t -

r:harter school - cvber charter school . reoi ona I c arter school or

area vocational- technical school.

section 3. section ]-402(b) and (e) of the act are amended to
read:

Section 1402. Health Services. --* * *

(b) For each chil-d of school d9€, a comprehensive heal_th

record shal-r be maintained by the school- district or joint
school board, which shal-l- incl-ude the results of the tests,
measurements and regularly schedul-ed examinations and special
examinations 'i nr:l rr

assessments under section 1425.
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(e) t

***

Exr:cnl AS nrorzi do in ser:t.'i on 1 42 5:

(1) School physicians of each district or joint board shal-l

make a medical examination and a comprehensive appraisal of the

health of every chi1d of school- d9€, (1) upon original entry
into school in the Commonweal_th, (2) while in sixth grade, (3)

whil-e in eleventh grade, and (4) prior to the issuance of a farm

or domestj-c service permit unless the child has been given a

schedul-ed or special medical examination within the preceding

four months

Q\ The health record of the child shall be made availabl_e

to the school physician at the time of the regularly scheduled

health appraisals.

Section

Sect'i on

4. The

14?5^

act is amended by

School- Counselors.

a section toadding

School P.svcholooists

read:

and

School Sor:ial W rkers. -- (a) Everv strrclent of .q hool aoe shafl
be nrovi ciecl wi t h school counsefino. nsvchol oo cal and social
work servi ces - e ratio for each tvoe of ser\/ ce shafl be as

f ol-l-ows:

(1 ) the numhe of students rrncler the care f each school

counsel or ma v not exceed two hrrnclrecl fiftv (250);

(?\ lhe nriml'r er of students uncler lhe ce T e f each school

psvcholoqist mav not exceed five hundred (500); and

(3) the numLre r of students under the care f each school

sor:i a I worker mav not exceed two hunclre fiftv (250) .

(l^,) Sr:h I r:ooo unselor:s - sr:hool nsrrr:ho'l orr'i s ts ancl sr:hool

social workers shall col-laborate to deliver intervention,
assessment anci support services t-o strrclents - School counselors-

school osvchol o ists and school soe:i al workers
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other school Drofessi ona I .s - i n cludinq school- administrators.
tear:her.q - sr:hool nh \,7S'la'lans_ s hool nrrrses anci sr:hool clenla I

hvo'i eni sts to clel i rzer int er tion. assessment anci .srrnnort

services to students.
(c) For each strrclent- for i cl-usion in the heafth record

reouired under section 140?( ) , school counsefors, school

osvchol oo'i .sts anci sr:hoo s.)r] I A workers shal'l col I aborate lo1

c rd of
(cl) The Secretarrz of Health, in coooeration with the

sta

Ser:ref arv of Ecl ucation and the Secretarv of D q and Alcohol

Prooram-q - s lf devefon diaonostic too'l s i-hat mav be used bvh

schoo] counselors, school Ds ol-oqists and school social

workers.
(e) Schoo l r:ounsel or.s - sr:hoo1 osvcholooists and school

social workers .shal I r:oncirrr:f examinations in a room that r s
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eotriooecl for exami nati ons ancl which are eouiooed wi th acleorrate

f acili-ties.
( f) Pa rent s o r ouardians of stuclents sha'l 'l be advised in

advance of the date of an exam.i ation and uroed to be oresent -

An examination shall be macle 'i the oresence of the oarent or

oua rcli an of the student if recruestecl bv t-he oarent or ouardian.
(o) Recommendations as to me tal or behavioral- health care

shall be sent to ear:h oarent clr ouardian on forms orenared or

anoroved bv t-he Ser:retarrz of Health with instruct-'ions lo lhe

Darent or ouardian to notifv the school- authorities of the

action taken with respect to the recommendations.

(h) Tn f ieu of an examination reouired r,rnder this section, a

strrclent mav frlr ish l-ocaf school officials with a report of an

exami nat'i on maci at the studenl,ts own exrlen.se hv the studentrs

familv nsvchiatr ic or psvcholooi-cal counselor on

201,9D04832 trJ
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hrrr lhe S ecreta r of Hea I th - An exami nafi on unclo r this subsect i on

.shal I he ma de e nd the reoort shal I he frrrn'i shed orior to the

date fixed for the recllrl arl v cheduled examination but not
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month

term durino which the reoul r examination is scheduled-

SC

(i) (1) Eaeh eal-th record established ancl intained under

this sect-ion sha'l 'l be r:onf i dc tial and the cont.enls of fhe

I health records shall be divulqed onrv if necessarv for the

health of the student or at the reouest- of the parent or

l-e I
qual-ified to practice in this Commonweafth.

(2\ For a sfrr nt who enrolls in a sr-:hoo'l ntitv and who

nrerri orrsl rr aj- tended a different sehool ent itv within this

Commonwealth, the schoo'l enti tv where the student- i s newl v

enrofled shal1 equest and the school entitv where the student

nreviorrsl v atte nded shall- surrender the healt record of the

sti:clent - A sr-:ho ol entitv mav not clestrov a sl udent I s health
recorcl col'l ected under this section for a neri ocl of at least two

(2.\ vears afte the student ceases to be enrolled, but mav
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srrrrencier all o a oortion the stuclenl.rs heall record to the

stuclenl I s naren or ouardian if the sluclenl does not re-enrol I

in a school entitv.
(i) A.q rrsecl i this secti on:

rr DenA rtme nttf ans the Deoartment o f Edu ation of the

Commonweal-th.

ttSchool r:ounsel rtt means a licenseci nrofes s l-on I counselor As

clefinecJ in section 16-3 of t-he act of Jul 7981 (P-r,-??O-\/g

No.39) . known s the "Socia1 Workers. Marri qe and Familv

Theraoist s anci Professional Counsel ors Ar-:t - 'l d who holds a

valid certifi cat e for El-ementarv and Seconclarv S
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i ssueci bv he deoartment to be l-oved bv and worki n q within a

school entitv.
ItSchool ent'i tvtt means a nublic sr.:hool- 'in cludino a charter

sr:hool or r:rrkrc r charter sehoo'l - nri rratc sr' o1. nonnub'l i r:

sr:hool - r oional chart-er sr:ho01, intermediate uni t or area

rzor:a 1- i onal-technical sehool - ratino wi thi n fhi s Con ommonweal th -

"School osvch looist" means a IicensecJ ns vchofooist as

oroviclecl f r in section 3 of t-he act of March 23. 197? (P.L.136.

No 52) - kn as the tf Profes SA a1 Psvcho'l ooi st s Practice Act - rf

and who ho ds a valid certificat e for School Psvcholoo i-st issued
bv the deo rtment to be emolove bv and workincr withi a school
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tt Sr:h oo I s cial workerfr mean s a licensed socia'l worker or a

I 'i r:cn S cd c. linical sor:ial wo rkor as those terms A re fined i n

.qca t 'l on 3 of the ttSor:ial Workers. Marri a e and Familv The rapists
a ncl P rof essiona I Corrn.qel ors Act. tt emnlo d bv and workin within
a school ent i t v or meets the exceoti on for a school sor:i a I

worker as sel forth in section ?O of the tts cial Worker.s -

Marri aoe e d Familv Therani sl.s and Prof essi ona'l Coun.q elors Act tl

anci who holds an ecirreat i ona I S cialist r:erlifir:a for schoolt
social worker under section 1107.1 (c) .

Section 5. This act shal_l_ take ef fect in 60 days.
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