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AN ACT

Amending the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1,206, No.331-), known as The
First Cl-ass Township Code, in
township engi-neer, further
providing for election of township
engineer, term and fitling of
vacancies, providing for waiver and
further providing for bond, for
control of engineering matters, for
duties and preparation of plans,
for certificate of commencement and
of completion of munlcipal
improvements, for surveys and for
preparation of books, plans and
maps; in sidewalks, further
providing for paving and curbing
sidewal-ks; and, in parks,
recreation centers, shade trees and
forests, further providing for
removal of diseased trees.
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AN ACT

Amendj-ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.7206, No.33l-) , entitled
"An act concerning townships of the first class; amending,
revising, consolidating, and changing the l-aw relating
thereto, " in township engineer, further providing for
el-ection of t.ownship engi-neer, term and filling of vacancies,
providing for waiver and further providing for bond, for
control of engineering matters, for duties and preparatj-on of
pIans, for certificate of conrmencement and of completion of
municipal improvements, for surveys and for preparation of
books, plans and maps; in sidewalks, further providing for
paving and curbing sidewalks; and, in parks, recreation
centers, shade trees and forests, further providing for
removaf of diseased trees.
The General Assembly of the Commonweal-th of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as foll-ows:

Section 1. Section 1301
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( P. L .1206, No. 331 ) , known as

of June 24, 1931

Cl-ass Township Code, is
of the act

The First

amended to read:

Section l-301. El-ection of Township Engineer; Term; Filling

of Vacancies.-- tmf Subiect to section 1301.1, the board of

commi-ssioners at the coflImencement of the fiscal year in any

even-numbered year r or as soon thereafter as may be practicable,
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township engihe'gi;.:'iihor:shel1,be, ! regis!gredtiv_,,{relg,iri€.tii,
shall olnt, throuqh a competiti ve bid proces s, and

dete ne the comD nsation of at l-east t-wo townshio encr l_neers.
who shal-f be reoi s tered ci v'i I enoineers - A townshin en cf fneer
sha]f serve for a term of two years, and until thisl a successor
qualifies. lrhe board of commissioners sha1l fix the
compensation of the enginqet; l Vacancj-es in the office of
t.ownship engineer shall- be filled by the board of commissioners
for the unexpired term.

section 2. The act is amended by adding a section to read:
Seet ion 1301.1. Waiver. -* (a ) If the board of comm'i ss l-oners

cannof obtain offe rs from oua lified reoi s tered civi I en at _l-neers

to fulfill lhe r A irement under secti on 1301 to annoint at
least two townshi p engr_neers the boa d of commi ssr-oners

relieved from the reguirement bv completinq a certifica
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(1) The board of omml-ss1c)ners must comol e te the
cert'i fication fo before th contract w ith the sel cted
township enqineer is executed and must ma intain the form
throuo out the life of the cont act with the township l_neer.

(2\ The ccr|ifio: tion fnrm mrr cl comn'l a ted an ntte I I rz

(3) copv of the certificati on form must be fil-ed wit h the
department.

(4\ Th e department s 11 furnish the certifi r:a tion form.
whi ch must:

(a) Re quire the board of commissi ers to disclo se the
methocl s and dates f the oublic solicitati For ournos es of
meet ino this recnl rement. the board of c l_ssl-oners shall
advert ise requests for proposaf

20t9D0 6B 4 5

and announce the solici ation
at a public meetinq.
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(ii) Require the board of commissioners to disclose the

number of orra'l i f iecl bi cl s received to the oublic solicitation
(iii) Contain a statement that the information provided bv

the board of commissloners is in compliance with 18 Pa.C.S. S

4904 (relatinq to unsworn fal-sification to authorities )

(iv) Contain a statement that the department does not have

the discretion to denv waiver reguests.

(b) As used in this section, the followinq words and phrases

shal I harre the meaninos oi ven to them in this subsecti-on unl-ess
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the context cl-earlv indicates otherwise:
ItDeDArtment -tt The Deoartmenl of Labor and Industrv of the

Commonwealth.

Section 3. Sections 1302, 1303, 1304, 1305, 1306, 131-1, 2303

and 3027.1 of the act are amended to read:

Section 7302. Bond.--tThel A township engi-neer sha]I, if the

board of commissj-oners so requires, give a bond to the township,

with a surety company or other company authorized by l-aw to act

as surety, to be approved by the board of commissioners, in

lsuch] a sum as titl the board of commissioners shall by

ordinance or resol-utlon direct, conditioned for the falthful
performance of this,l the township engineer's duty.

Section 1303. Control- of Engineering Matters. -- t,l$qf A

township engineer shal-l have the superintendence, direction and

control of the engineering matters of the township. No

department or officer of the township shal-l employ or retain any

additional engineer, except with the consent and ratification of

the board of commissioners.

Section 1304. Duties; Preparation of Pl-ans.--tThel A

township engineer shall perform tsuchl the duties as the board

of commissioners shall prescribe as to the constructi-on,
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1 reconstruction, maintenance [, ] and repaJ_r of arl streets,
bridges, culverts li, I and other engineering work. IHe] A tow shio
engineer shal-1 prepare plans, specifications[,] and estimates of
al-l- fsuch] work undertaken by lsuchl the townshlp, and sha1r,
whenever required, furnish the board of commissioners, and the
committees thereof, with reports, informationl,l or estj_mates on

lanyJ township engineering work or on questions submitted by any

of them in their official capacity.

Section 1305. Certificate of Commencement and of Completion
of Municipal rmprovements.--[The] A township engineer sha11,

immediately after the compretion of Iany] a municipal
improvement, the cost of which, in whore or in part, is to be

paid by the owner of the abutting property, make certi_ficate in
which Ihe] e town h aneer shall state the day or time on

which the particurar improvement was completed, and shalf fire
the Isame] certificate with the township secretary, who sharl
enter the lsaid] day or time of completion of the work in a book

to be kept by lhim for.said] the town ship secretarv f or that
purpose. The Is.aid] day or time mentioned in t;saidl the
certificate shall be concl-usive on al-l_ parties as to the time
the Isaid] work was completed. The time of completion of the
work, referred to in thls section and in other parts of this
act, shall- be taken to mean the time of the completion of the
whole contract for the improvement. tllel A township engineer
shall al-so furnish to the township secretary a certificate
showing the time at which Iany such] a particular improvement

was commenced, and ['such] the certificate shall be conclusive
evidence of the time when the [,said] improvement was begun. An

entry of [,such] the date shall- be made by t'gaidl
secretary in the book Iaforesaid].
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1 Section 1306

2 the charge and direction of

3 authorized by [any] g11 act

4 the township.

Section 2303. Paving and Curb

upon lsuch] notice as may be prov

owners of property abutting on an

highways and county roads, to con

recurb the sidewalks along Isuch]

materials, at Isuch] grades and u

be prescribed by ordinance, and u

owners to comply with fsuchl the

the property owners as Iabove] pr
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Surveys.--lTliel A township engineer shall have
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Section 1311. Preparation of Books, Plans and Maps.--[The] A

township engineer of Iany] a township in which Isuch] the

registry under this subarticle shal-l- be established shalI cause

to be made all Isuch] necessary books, maps and plans as wil-l-

show the situation and dimensions of each property therein,

which books, maps or plans shal-l- be so prepared as to show the

house number, if any, the name of the owner or owners thereof,

with blank spaces for the owner of each 1ot, wlth provision for
the names of future owners, and dates of future transfer of

title. For Isuch] this purpose, Ithe] a township engineer shall

have free access, without charge, to any of the public records

wherein the necessary information may be obtainable lt.herefor.
Hel A township enqineer may also cause search to be made in any

other place

reported to

for [any] muniments or evidence of title, not

thiml the township engineer as hereinafter provided,

and requlsite for the completion of

plans.
lsuCtrl the books, maps or

all surveys and regulations

of Assembly or ordinance of Isuch]

ing Sidewalks. --Townships fldy,

ided by ordinance, require

y street, including State

struct, pave, curb, repave and

the property with Isuch]

nder lsuch] regulations as may

pon failure of I such] the

notice r or without notice to

ovided in this section , the



1 townships shall- in either case have power to cause the [.qame]

2 work to be done by the township, and to levy and col-lect the
3 cost Ithereof] of the work fr om fsuch] the owners of property
4 abutting [such] the sidewalk. A11 reconstruction, repaving and

5 recurbing may be provlded for in the ordinance providing for the
6 original construction, paving and curbing, without the necessity
1 for adoptlng a new ordinance providing for [such] the
B reconstruction, repaving and recurbing.
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The cost of [,any such] grading, paving, curbing, repaving
recurbing shal-l be a lien upon the premises from the time of
conimencement of the work, which date shall be fixed by tt,4.et

township engineer and shall- be fired wit.h the townshj_p

secretary. [Any such] The rien may be coll-ected by action in
assumpsj-t or by fien filed in the manner provided by l-aw for
f iling and colf ect j_on of municipal cf aims.

The cost of [any such] paving, curbing, repaving and

recurbing may, in any case, be borne in whole or in part by

township.

No sidewafks shal-l- be establ-ished and constructed upon t-anyJ

a State highway without the consent of the lgtate Dep-artment of
Hign'ways l Deoar nt of Transno rtation or upon [any] a county
road without the consent of the county commissioners.

Section 3021.I. Removal of Diseased Trees.--The commission

fldy, upon lsuch] notice as may be provided by ordinance, require
owners of property to cut and remove trees afflicted with the
Dutch elm or other disease which threatens to injure or destroy
shade trees in the township, und.er regurations prescribed by

ordinance. upon fairure of lany sugh] an owner to comply with
lsuchl the noti-ce, the township may cause the work to be done by

the township and levy and col-rect the cost thereof from the

and

the

a

the

the
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1 owner of the property. The cost of tffif the work shall be a

2 l-ien upon the premises from the time of the commencement of the

3 work, which date shall be fixed by tmf a township engi-neer and

4sha]-]-befi1edwiththetownshipsecretary.rffi]The1ien
5 may be collected by actj-on in assumpsit or by lien filed in the

6 manner provided by l-aw for the filing and col-Iectj-on of

7 municipal claims.

8 Section 4 . This act shal-l take effect in 60 days.
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