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AN ACT

1 Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial
2 Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in
3 and other matters generally, providing
4 enforcement officers.

Procedure) of the
actions, proceedings
for recordings of l-aw

5 The General- Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanj-a

6 hereby enacts as follows:
7 Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated

a chapter to read:8 Statutes is amended by adding

9

10
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L2

13

t4

15

1.6

L1

18

CHAPTER 678

RECORDT NGS OF LAW ENFORCI'IMEN OFFICERS

Sec.

57B01. Definitions.
61 F-02. Permissible recordinq.

67803 - Prohi hr ited activities of law enfor t officers.
67lr-04. Asencv poli-cies.

Effect of

s 67801. finitions.
The fol I words and nhrases w'l
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ow nc'

1

hen used in this chanter



shal.l h ave the meaninos oi ven to them in this ser:tion unfess t-he

context cl earlv indicates otherwise:
ttLaw enforceme nt aoencv- tt An Aoenev that emolovs a 'l aw

enforcemen t officer

"Law enforcement officer . " As folfows:
(1) An ndividual who bv virtue of the individual-'s

office or publlc emolovment is vested bv l-aw with a dutv to
l-ic order ests for ther

or not that du tv extends to all- offenses or is limited t-o

soecifi c offenses.
(2\ The term includes, but is not limited to, the

f oll-owins:

(i ) A ful-1-time or nart- ime emp]ovee ass qned to
cri m-i na I or traffic l aw enf rcement duties of a police

deoartmen t of a countv, region, citv, borouqh town,
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townshio or s chool entitv.
(ii ) A member of the Pennsvlvania S tate Police.
(iii) A sheriff, deputy sheriff or c 1e

( iv) An i ncl vidual on active St-ate dutv under 51

Pa-C-S- € 508 (relatino tcr active dutv for rqencv)
ttRer:o rdin device-" A clerz'i ce that is caoabl e of ecordino

rmaoes, audio or video, or anv combination thereof.
S 6'7802. Permr s sibl-e recordino -

(a ) Concl itlons. --A Derson s a rioht to record a faw

enforcement officer enoa qed in the oubli discharoe of duties if
the person:

(1) is in a ocation in which the ners is l-awfuflv
permitted; and

(?\ cloe s not interfere w'ith the official duti
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s of the

law enforcement o fficer when recorclino-



(b) Other oermission lrnnece.ss rv. --A Derson recordino a law

enforcement officer in accordance with subsection (a) does not

need the permission of anv other person to ma the recordinq.

S 67B03. Prohibited act'ivi l'i e s of law enforcement officers -

(a ) Tnterferen ce with recordino.--A law enfo ement officer
mav not interfere with the I awfu I recordinq under this chaoter.

wh'i ch inclrrcles'rn tentional-Iv blockino. obstructi.no or

discouraqi-no the recordinq throuqh intimidation or other forms

of coercion.
(b) Arrest, detention and co fiscation.--The seizure of a

recordino olr re rdinq device must comolv with the Constitution
of the United States and the Constitution of Pe svlvania. The

recorclino shal I not bv sel-f be orounds for arrest, detentiontI

or confiscation of the recordin device, and no retaliation of
anv tvoe shall bre Derm'i s.si b l-e for recordino a law enforcement
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officer-i n ac orcla nce with this chaoter-
(c) Destruction or alteration--- Under no circumstances shafl

a recordino device ori ts rer:o nq be intentionalfv damaoed-

aftered or del-eted

€ 61B 0 4. Aoencv policies.

Each 1aw enforcement- aoen shal-I develoo and oromufoate

nol I cle s outlinin this chaoter. as well as DossiblecI

disciof inarv actions. cons.i stent with collective baroainino

n rocedures for violation of this chaoter-

S 67805 - Effe ct of chapter

Nothino in this chaoter i intended to limit a law

enf o rcemen t officer's res ibilitv to maint-ain safet-v orr)o n s

otherwise oerform official dut- es in a manner consistent with

es of the l-aw enfor

Section 2. This act shal-I take effect in 60 days.

2019D07313 3




