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AN ACT

Amending Titles 23 (Domestic Relations) and 42 (Judiciary and
.ludicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, further providing for procedures in domestic
relations and litigation,' repealing provj-sions relating to
hearing by master, jury trial-, mediation programs, fees and
costs, review of programs, existing programs and
consolldation of proceedlngs; conferring powers and duties on
the unified judicial system, the Secretary of the
Commonwealth and the Legislative Reference Bureau;
establishing the Family .Tustj-ce Account; and making editorial
changes.

The General- Assembly of the Commonweal-th of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as fol-l-ows:

Section 1-. Sectj-ons 3303 (a) and 3308 of Title 23 of the

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read:

S 3303. Annul-ment of void and voidable marriages.

(a) General- rule.--In all cases where a supposed or alleged

or voidable under

party to the supposed

marriage has been contracted which is void

this titfe or under applicable Iaw, either
or alleged marrj-age may bring an action in annufment to have it

declared void in accordance with the procedures provided by
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( rel at i no to fami 'l v law and -iustice) .

***

S 3308. Action where defendant suffering from mental disorder.
If a spouse is insane or suffering from serious mental

5 disorder, an action may be commenced lin
6 acr:orclance wi th 42 Pa - C S eh - 12 (relatino t-o fam'i I v I aw and

'7 iustice ) against that spouse upon any ground for dlvorce or

B annulment.
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Section 2. Sections 332I and 3322 of Title 23 are repealed:
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6 Section 3. Sectlon 3323 of Titl-e 23 is amended to read:

7 S 3323. Decree of court.

B (a) General rule.--In accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72
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(relatinq to famil-v law and iustice), in all matrimonial causes,

the court may either dismiss the complaint or enter a decree of
di-vorce or annulment of the marriage.

(b) Contents of decree.-- tffil Tn ar-nnrrlanca rel i1-h 4? Pa C S

Chr. 72, a decree grantlng a divorce or an annulment shall
incl-ude, after a full hearing, where these matters are raised in
any pleadingsr dn order determining and disposing of existing
property rights and interests between the part.j-es, custody,

partial custody and vi-sitation rights, child support, alimony,

reasonable attorney fees, costs and expenses and any other

related matters, including the enforcement of agreements

vol-untarily entered into between the parties. In the enforcement

of the rights of any party to any of these matters, the court

shall have al-l- necessary powers, includlng, but not limited to,
the power of contempt and the power to attach wages.
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(d) Substitution for deceased party.--lW\ In accordance

with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72, i-f one of the parties dies after the

decree of divorce has been entered, but pri-or to the final
determination in such proceeding of the property rights and

interests of the parties under this part, the personal-

representative of the deceased party shall be substituted as a

party as provided by Iaw and the action shall proceed.

(d.1) Death of a party.--In the event one party dies during

the course of dj-vorce proceedings, Do decree of divorce has been

entered and grounds have been established as provided i-n

subsectj-on (g) , the parties' economic rights and obligations

arising under the marriage shal-l be determined under this part

rather than under 20 Pa.C,S. (relating to decedents, estates and

flduciaries).
(e)

court

decree

costs.-- tffit fn accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72, the

may award costs to the party in whose favor the order or

shall be entered or may order that each party shall pay

their own costs or may order that costs be divided equj-tably as

it shall appear just and reasonable.

2019D07s03 4



1- (f) Equity power and jurisdiction of the court.--fn

2 accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72, in all matri-monial- causes,

the court shal-l have full equity power and jurisdiction and may

issue injunctions or other orders which are necessary to protect

the i-nterests of the parties or to effectuate the purposes of

this part and may grant such other refief or remedy as equity

and justice requi-re against either party or against any third

person over whom the court has jurisdictj-on and who is involved

in or concerned with the disposition of the cause.

(q) Grounds established.--For purposes of Isubaections (c.f1

andl subsecti-on (d.1), grounds are established as fol-l-ows:

(1) In the case of an action for divorce under section

3301 (a) or (b) (relating to grounds for divorce) , the court

adopts a report of the master or makes its own findings that

grounds for divorce exist.

(2) In the case of an action for divorce under section

3301(c), both parties have filed affldavits of consent or, if

the presumption in section 3301 (c) (2) is established, one

party has filed an affidavi-t of consent.

(3) In the case of an action for divorce under section

3301 (d) , an affidavj-t has been filed and no counter-affidavit

has been filed or, if a counter-affidavit has been filed

denying the affidavit's averments, the court determines that

the marriage is irretrievably broken and the parties have

lived separate and apart for at least one year at the time of

the filing of the affidavit.

Section 4. Sections 3502(a) and (e), 3505, 3506, 3507(a),

3508 , 3f 01 (a) , (d) and (e) of Title 23 are amended to read:

S 3502. Equitable dj-vlsion of marital property.

(a) Generaf ru.l-e. -- [Upon] Tn accordance wlth 42 Pa.C.S. Ch.
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'72 (refatinq to famil-y law and iustice), upon the request of

elther party in an action for divorce or annulment, the court

shal-1 equitably divide, distribute or assign, in kind or

otherwise, the marital property between the partles wj-thout

regard to marital misconduct in such percentages and in such

manner as the court deems just after considering all relevant

factors. The court may consj-der each marital asset or group of

assets independently and apply a different percentage to each

marital asset or group of assets. Factors which are relevant to

the equitable division of marital property incfude the

following:

(1) The length of the marriage.

(2) Any prior marri-age of either party.

(3) The d9e, health, stati-on, amount and sources of

income, vocationaf skil-1s, employability, estate, liabilitj-es

and needs of each of the parties.

(4) The contribut.ion by one party to the educati-on,

training or increased earning power of the other party.

(5) The opportunity of each party for future

acquisitions of capital assets and j-ncome.

(5) The sources of income of both parties, lncluding,

but not limited to, medical, reti-rement, insurance or other

benefits.

(1) The contribution or dj-ssipation of each party in the

acqui-sj-tj-on, preservation, depreciation or appreciation of

the marital property, including the contributi.on of a party

as homemaker.

(8) The va.lue of the property set apart to each party.

(9) The standard of living of the partj-es establ-ished

during the marriage.

20L9D07503 6 -
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(10) The economic circumstances of each party at the

time the division of property is to become effective.

(10.1) The Federal, State and local- tax ramifications

associated with each asset to be divided, distributed or

assigned, which ramifications need not be immedlate and

certain.

(70.2) The expense of sale, transfer or liquidation

associated with a particular asset, which expense need not be

immediate and certaln.

(11) Whether the party will be serving as the custodian

of any dependent minor children.

(e) Powers of the court.--If, dt any time, a party has

failed to comply with an order of equitable distributionr ds

provided for in this chapter or with the terms of an agreement

as entered into between the parties, after hearing, the court

may, in addition to any other remedy Iavailable under this part]
provided bv statute, in order to effect complj-ance with its

order:

(1) enter judgment;

(2) authorize the taking and seizure of the goods and

chattels and collection of the rents and profits of the real-

and personaf, tangible and intangible property of the party;

(3) award interest on unpaid instalfments;

(4) order and direct the transfer or safe of any

property required in order to comply with the court's order;
(5) requlre security to insure future payments in

compliance with the court's order,'

(6) issue attachment proceedings, directed to the

sheriff or other proper offlcer of the county, directing that

2019D07503 1 -
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the person named as having fail-ed to comply with the court

order be brought before the court, dL such time as the court

may direct. If the court finds, after hearing, that the

person willfu11y failed to comply with the court order, it
may deem the person j-n civil- contempt of court and, in its
discretion, make an appropriate order, including, but not

limited to, commj-tment of the person to the county jail for a

perlod not to exceed sj-x months;

(7) award counsel fees and costs;

(B) attach wages; or

* * jn, 
find the party in contempt.

S 3505. Dispositj-on of property to defeat obligations.
(a) Preliminary relief.--Where it appears to the court that

a party is about to leave the jurisdiction of the court or is
about to remove property of that party from the jurisdictj-on of

the court or is about to dispose of, al-ienate or encumber

property in order to defeat equitable distribution, alimony

pendente lite, alimony, chil-d and spousal support or a similar
award, an injunction may issue to prevent the removal or

disposition and the property may be attached as prescribed by

general rules. The court may also issue a wrj-t of ne exeat to
preclude the remova.l-.

t

2019D07503 B
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(c) Discovery. --Discovery tWt in 42 Pa.C.S.

Ch. 72 (relatinq to familv law and iustice) shall- be as provj-ded

offor all- other civil- actions under the Pennsylvania Rules

Civil Procedure.

(d) Constructive trust for undisclosed assets.--If a party

faj-1s to disclose information required by t

the familv information s_tatement under 42 Pa.C.S.

Ch.72 and in consequence thereof an asset or assets with a fair
market value of $1r000 or more is omitted from the fi-nal

distrj-bution of property, the party aggrieved by the

nondlsclosure may at any tlme petj-tion the court granting the

award to declare the creation of a constructive trust as to al-1

undiscl-osed assets for the benefit of the parties and their
minor or dependent children, if any. The party in whose name the

assets are hel-d shal1 be declared the constructive trustee
unless the court designates a different trustee, and the trust
may include any terms and conditions the court may determine.

The court shall- grant the petition upon a finding of a failure
to discl-ose the assets as required by t

2019D07503 9



1 Supreme Courtl the famil \./ i nf o :l_ i nn ql:lomanl

2 (e) Encumbrance or disposition to third parties. --An

3 encumbrance or disposition of maritaf property to third persons

4 who paid wholly j-nadequate consideration for the property may be

5 deemed fraudulent and declared void.

5 S 3506. Statement of reasons for distrlbuti-on.

B Pa.C.S. Ch.12 (relatinq to familv law and iustice) for the

distributlon of property, the court shall set forth the

percentage of distribution for each marital asset or group of

assets and the reason for the dlstribution ordered.

S 3507. Division of entireties property between divorced

persons.

(a) General- rule.--Whenever married persons holding property

as tenants by entireties are divorced, they shall, except as

otherwise provided by an order [made under this chapter] i s sued
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In an order made [under this chapter] in accordance with 42

i ust ice ) thereafter hold the property as tenants in common of

in accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 12 (relatinq to fami]v l-aw and

equal one-hal-f shares in

actj-on against the other

proceeds divided between

value, and either of them may

to have the property sol-d and

them.

bring an

the

S 3508. Conveyance of entlreties property to divorced spouse.

Whenever married persons have acquired reaf estate as tenants

by entireties and thereafter are divorced, either former spouse,

except as otherwise provlded by an order lmade under this

chapterl issued in accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 12 (relatinq

to fami-lv l-aw and iustice)

j oinder

so that

of the other, the

the grantee hol-ds

, ffidy convey to the other, without the

grantor's lnterest in the real estate

the real estate in fee sj-mple, freed

1020r9D07503



1 from al-I right, title and interest which the

2 real estate as a tenant by the entireties.

3 S 3701. Alimony.

4 (a) General rule.--Where a divorce decree

grantor had in the

5 in accordance with 42 Pa. C. S. Ch . 12 (refatino
has

to

been entered

familv law and

6 iustice),
7 to either

the court may

party only if

al-1ow alimony, as it deems reasonable,

it finds that alimony is necessary.
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(d) Statement of reasons.--In an order made lunder this

sectionl in accordance wi-th 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72, the court shafl

set forth the reason for its deni-al or award of alimony and the

amount thereof.

(e) Modification and termination.--An order Ientered

pursuant to this sectionl is subject to further order of the

court upon changed circumstances of either party of a

substantj-a1 and continuing nature whereupon the order may be

modified, suspended, terminated or reinstituted or a new order

made j-n accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72. Any further order

shaIl apply only to payments accruing subsequent to the petition

for the requested relief. Remarriage of the party receiving

alimony shall terminate the award of alimony.

Section 5. Section 3102(a) of Title 23, amended October 24,

20L8 (P.L.680, No.102), j-s amended to read:

S 3702. Al-imony pendente lite, counsel fees and expenses.

(a) General rule.--In proper cases in accordance with 42

Pa.C.S. Ch. 12 (relatinq to fami-lv l-aw and iustice) upon

petition, the court may allow a spouse reasonabfe allmony

pendente lite, spousal support and reasonabl-e counsel fees and

expenses. Reasonable counsel fees and expenses may be allowed

2019D07503 - 11



1 pendente lite, and the court shall also have authority to direct

2 that adequate health and hospital-lzation insurance coverage be

3 maintained for the dependent spouse pendente lite.
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Section 6. Sections 3703 and 3705(a) of Title 23 are amended

to read:

S 3703. Enforcement of arrearages.

If at any time a party is in arrears in the payment of

alimony or alimony pendente lite as provided for in sectj-ons

3701 (relating to alimony) and 3102 (relating to alimony

pendente lite, counsel fees and expenses), the court may in
accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 12 (relatinq to familv law and

i ustice ) after hearing, in order to effect payment of the

arrearages:

(1) Enter judgment.

(2) Authorize the taking and seizure of the goods and

chattels and the co.lfection of the rents and profits of the

real estate of the party.

(3) Attach no more than 50% of the wages of the party.

(4) Award interest on unpaid installments.

(5) Requj-re securj-ty to insure future payments.

(5) Issue attachment proceedings, directed to the

sheriff or other proper officer of the county, directi-ng that

the person named as having failed to comply with the court

order be brought before the court at such time as the court

may direct. If the court finds, after hearing, that the named

person willfully failed to comply with the court order, it

may declare the person in civil contempt of court and in its

discretj-on make an appropriate order, including, but not

limited to, commitment of the person to prj-son for a peri-od

201,9DO7503 72



not to exceed six months.

(7) Award counsel- fees and costs.

S 3705. Enforcement of foreign decrees.

(a) General rule.--Whenever a person subject to a valid

decree of a sister state or territory for the distribution of

marital- property or for the payment of alimony, temporary

alimony or alimony pendente lite, or the property of that person

is found within this Commonweal-th, the obligee of the decree

ma in accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72 (relatinq to familv
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law and iustice), petition the court where the obligor or the

property of the obligor is found to register, adopt as 1ts own

and enforce the decree as a properly issued and authenticated

decree of a sister state or territory. Upon regj-stration and

adoption, such relief and process for enforcement as is provided

or prescribed by law in simifar cases or-iginally commenced in

this Commonweal-th shall be available. A copy of the decree and

order shall be forwarded to the court of the state or territory

which lssued the original decree. The obligor shal-l- have

whatever defenses and relief are available to the obligor in the

state or territory which issued the original decree and may

question the jurisdiction of that court if not otherwi-se barred.

Interest may be awarded on unpaid instal-lments and security may

be required to insure future payments as in cases originally

commenced in this Commonwealth. Where property of the obligor,

but not the person of the obligor, is found within this

Commonwealth, there shal-l- be jurisdictlon quasi in rem, and,

upon registration and adoption of the decree of the sister state

or territory, rel-lef and enforcement of the decree shal-l be

available as in other proceedings which are quasi in rem.
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Section 1. Sections 3901, 3902, 3903 and 3904 of Title 23

are repealed:
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Sect j-on B. Sections 4324, 4341 (a) , 4344, 4345 (a) and 4347 of

Titl-e 23 are amended to read:

S 4324. fnclusion of spousal medical- support.

In addition to periodic support payments, the court may-, h_
ar:r:orclanr:e with 42 Pa-C-S. Ch. 72 (rc fat 'r nct to famil awa\/ 'l ncl

-iustice), require that an obligor pay a designated percentage of

a spouse's reasonable and necessary health care expenses. If
health care coverage is avail-able through an obli-gor or obligee

at no cost as a benefj-t of employment or at a reasonable cost,

the court shall order an obligor or obligee to provide or extend

heal-th care coverage to a spouse. Upon failure of the obligor to

make this payment or reimburse the spouse and after compliance

with procedural due process requirement, the court shal1 treat
the amount as arrearages.

S 434I. Commencement of support actions or proceedings.

(a) Procedure.--A support action or proceeding under this
chapter shall be commenced in accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 12

2019D07503 15



1" (relatinq to famil-v law and iustice) rn

2 the Rules of Civil Procedure governi-ng

the manner prescribed by

actions of support.

3

4

5

S 4344. Contempt for failure of obligor to appear.

A person who willfully fails or refuses to appear in response

6 to a duly served order or other process t

relatj-nq to support ildy, as prescribed by general rule, be

adjudged in contempt. Contempt shal-l be punishabl-e by any one or

more of the following:

(1) Imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months.

(2) A fine not to exceed $500.

(3) Probation for a period not to exceed six months.

S 4345. Contempt for noncompliance with support order.

(a) General rule.--A person who wil-l-fully fails to comply

with any order t I of support, except an order

subject to section 4344 (relating to contempt for failure of

oblj-gor to appear), ildy, as prescrlbed by general rufe, be

adjudged in contempt. Contempt shall be punishable by any one or

more of the following:
(1) Imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months.

(2) A fine not to exceed $1,000.

(3) Probation for a period not to exceed one year.

***

***
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S 4347. Security for attendance or performance.

At any stage of the proceedings t rel-ating

to support, upon affidavit filed that the obligor is about to

leave this Commonwealth or the judicial district orr where in

the judgment of the court, the obligor has habitually faifed to

comply with court orders t relating to

support, the court ildy, as prescribed by general rul-e, issue
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1 appropriate process directing that the obligor

2 the court and may direct that the obligor give

3 appear when directed by the court or to comply

be brought before

securlty to

with any order of

4 the court.

5 Section 9. Section 4349 of Title 23 is repealed:
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Section 10. Sections 4350 and 5332(a) of Titl-e 23 are

amended to read:

S 4350. Effect of appeal-.

An appeal from an order of support t

ffi]shaltnotoperateasasupersedeasun]essSoorderedby
the court.

S 5332. Informat j-onal programs.

(a) Attendance.--The court may di-rect the parties to attend
j-nformational- programs concernj-ng parental duties, includinq the

separatinq parents seminar established under 42 Pa.C.S. S 7224

(relatinq to separatins parents seminar).
***

Section 11. Title 42 is amended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 72

FAMTLY LAW AND 'JUSTICE

Short title of chapter.

Sec.

720]..

201"9D07503 L1
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2 02 f)er- 1 T tion of olic7 n

1203. Leqisfative intent

1204. Definitions.
1205. Scope of chapter.

1206. Judici-al districts.
1 201

7208. Weiqhted caseload studv.

1209. Intake and screening.

12I0. Hearinqs mav be private.

12II. T

21 ? (lommo1 NC eme nt of famil rz anl-i nn

12L3. Differentiated case management.

72L4. Case manaqement conference.

12I5. Consolidation.

121,6. Bif urcation .

12I7. Continuous trials.
72]-8. Tentative decisions.

12I9. Motions dav.

7220. Case management teams.

122L. Famil-v law masters.

1222. Mediation.

1223. Appeals

1224. Separatinq parents semlnar.

7225. Seminar for chlldren of separati-nq parents.

722 6 Fam'l 1 Justice Acco rrni

1227. Familv resource center.

7228. Familv law manual.

7229. Volunteer lawvers.

12 di ial educati NS aml nar3 0 ,Trr c

723L. Continui-nq iudicial- education.
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l- S 7201. Short title of chaPter.

Thi s chaot.er s al I hekn own and mav be cited AS the Famif

Law and Ju .st i r:e Act -

2 Dec

rFha /'lanor: 1A sembf f i nAo rnrl danl ara s fo]]

(1 ) The current Drocedure 'i n th'i s Commonwealth for

litiqatinq familv law cases volvlnq divorce, annulment,

child suoDort snousaI suDoort, custodv, a'l imonv ancl

eorrit-able divi sion of marital orooertv has cr eat ecl rrnclue

hardshio for children and families.
(?\ Pennsvl va iats currcnt nrocedrrre is la crcl rr lreso don

the traditional aclversarial Drocess, which is mul t-'i I avered.

seomented, overl \/ 'l enothv ancl costlv and onl \/ sFr\/es to

deepen the wounds caused bv famifv breakup.

(3) Familv breakuo invariabl rz hrrrls e\/erv member but is

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

L2
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15

L6

I7

1B

t9
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2t
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23

24

tq

26

27

2B

29

30

esoeciallv harm rrl to ch'i Idren- Divorce and fa ilv senarat-ion

harze hreen shown I oc onl- ri bute t.o i ncr:eased 1 cvels of te en

rzi ol ence- .su'i ci rlc A nd denression and to imoecl o 'l aa rnr naf and

emotional orowth -

( 4\ The best nterests of children and the safetv of all

famifv members musl- l-re a matter of naramount conce rn in the

r:orrrt nrocesses which Tesol rze fami I v conf l ict-.

S 7203. Leois I ati rze 'i ntent.

ft is declared o be the intention of the Gene al Assembl v to

r:reate a rlrocedur for fami I v I i l.i oat-ion t-hat- l-) lies with a'l l

of the followinq:
( 1 ) Protects ancl assrrres t-he Dresent and lon o-term

safelv of children and vic t'i ms of clomest- i c v'i olence .

( 2\ El i m'i nates barriers to ani ncrfu-l cli snute resol rrtion

bv enabl-inq f 'l v members to deal with t

201_9D07503 L9
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officers and staff each ti-me thev need the court's dispute

resolution services and bv reducing duplication and

fraomentation o f r:orr rl erzent s -

(3) Ts accountable to all familv memLrers in need of

nrn]-an]_-i nn =nrl nrnmnlaq nrl lic trust and c nL- f i /-t^n^^

(4\ Treats each member of a famil-v with courtesv,

vili and res ec

(5) Soeedilv. efficientlv, fai rl rr ancl r:ost-effectirzel v

cler:icles fami Iv'l itioation cases with the afa)al of resolv I naf

all aspects of a case withln six months of fifinq.
(6) Recoonizes the reai t'i es of f am'i 'l v brea krrn.

includino the emotional trauma exnFri enccd brr l-he narti es and

1

2
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4

q
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1,4
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26

27

2B

29

30

their chil-dren.

(1) Assures adeguate access to all those who need the

court's hefp, including parties unabfe to afford fawvers.

( B ) Suf f icientl-v trains -i udqes ancl f ami 'l v 'l aw ma sters i n

ano-l i cab'l e srrbst-ant ive 1aw and sub e ('.ts needed to make the-l

best deci-sions for children and families, such as mental and

behavioral- health, mediation, hil.i akru.se ancl neoler:t- chilcl

sexual abuse and exoloitation, domest.i r: rriolenr:e ancl chi lcl

development.

S 7204. Definitions.
The followino words and ohrase s when used i n 1-hi s chanter

shall have the meani-nqs qiven to them in this section unless the

context clearl-v indicates otherwise:

"Account. " The Familv Justice Account established in section
'7226 (refatino to Famil Justice Ar:r:orrnl_ )

"Case management team. " The empl-ovees within the domestic

relations section of a court of conrmon pfeas who are supervised

bv a iudoe in accordance with ect i on '722O ( rel at i no lo case
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manaoement teams) and whose re soon.sibilitv is t-o manaoe and

Drocess familv acti-ons in a mann er consi stent with this chaoter
ttCase manaoement team leader.tt The clesi onatecl manaoer of a

case management team.

ttColrrt - tr A irrcloe of a court o a.)mm.)n 11 as or a famil1e \/ I aw

master aooointed bv a iudqe to hear fam'i lv litioation.

I'Di fferentiated case mana nt srrslem-rr The multitrack

svstem for t.he manaoement- and timel rr cii nosi t i on of fami I rz5

litioation established in se tion 1274 (relatino to case

manaoement onference
frFAmi'l v act-i on - " An action f iled w il-h the r:orrrt of common

n'l ea.s 1-hat i s r:omnri secl of Aa) T ma) re matters of famil

liri ati

"Familv information statement. " A ori ntecl form that includes

information about familv histor v- emnl ovment - assets- i ncome.

1

/)
L

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

1-0

1-1

L2

13

L4

15

L6

I7

1B

I9

20

2L

22

z3

24

25

26

27

2B

29

30

clel-rls ancl I i abi lities and insurance Tn orri clecl to the r:orrrl hv

each r:artv required under s ct-'i on 12-12 ( a\ ( ref atino to

cofirmencement of f am'i I rz ar:l- i on ) -

I'Fam'i 'l v I aw adiudication svs cm ^ It The srrstem wi lh i n lhe

corrrt of common oleas established to rece irre fami'l rz ar:fion.s- to

h ear ancl cler:'i cle fami'l v litioati and lo heln fa mili os ne .I otiat e

the corrrt rrrocesses involved with fami I rz I i l.i oal i on - The term

includes court resources dedicated to providinq informati-on to

families reqardinq substantive and procedural aspects of familv

litioation, court resources dedi caf.ecl t.o hel n'i no sel f -l i t i oant-s

ancl corrrt resources necessarv t ef fer:luale irrcli r:i a'l eclrtr:ati on

and all other resuirements of this chapter.
ttE il

hear familv litioation. The te cioes not 'i ncl ucle a med .i ator -

"Famifv litioation. " Al1 mat lers inrro'l rzino clirzorr:e-
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annlrI ment- - crrstodv, exceot rel- ocal i on 'i n accorclance with 23

Pa-C-S- S 5337 (relatino to relo r:ati on) chi'l ci suooort. soousal

.srrnnor1_ - al imonv- al imonv nendente I'i te- r:orrnsel fee.s ancl costs.

ecnli tal^rl e cl'i rli si on of marital Dronertrr ancl rel atecl matt-ers. The

term does not i ncl ude matters re .I ardin at

(1) adootion, cle'l 'i nouencv. cieoendencv or Dr tection from

abuse;

(2\ estab-l i shment of oaterni-t \/ or chi I cl sunnort

enforcement or col -l ect"i on under 23 Pa. C. S . Ch. 4? ( re'l at i no

to slronort matters crcnerAl I v) :

( 3 ) cletermination of suoport or natern i t.v rrncler 2-3

Pa-C-S S 4i42 (relatino lo E xnedi tecl nroceclrrre):

(4\ 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 52 (relatino to uniform child

abduction prevention) ;

(5) 2.3 Pa-C-S- Ch. 54 (relat i ncr lo rrni form chi I cl cttstodv

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

I2

13

L4

15

I6

t1

1B

19

20

27

22

23

24

25

26

27

2B

29

30

iurisdiction ancl enforcement) ;

(6) 23 Pa.C.S Pt- VTTT (reIatino to uniform inters tate

familv support),'
(1\ 23 Pa.C.S. Pt. VIII-A (relalino to 'i ntrast-at-e familv

support); or

(B) relocation unde r 2.3 Pa.C.S. S 5337.

ttFami -l v resource center. It e faci'l i t-v reoui red rrnder

q ectio n 7 2?'7 i/ ra-l r]-'i nn ln f :m-i 'l rz T A source center

"Judoe." A iudoe of a cour of common oleas - The term

includes a senior iudqe.

S 1205. Scope of chapter.
( a ) General- rle---Excent- as under subsect aon b this

chaoter aoolies exclusi-velv to ancl ooverns the orocedure for

heari no and decidino all matte s i nrzol rri no fam'i 'l v 'l 'i t.i oat i on.

(b) Limitation. --This chapt r does not annl v to matters

20L9DO7503 ))



exc'l uclecl f rom the clef i ni t ion of "f amil liti afat ionIt in ser:tion1

aL

3

'72O4 ( rel ati no t.o cief i nitions) . This cha l-)ter is not n lenclecl to

affect the chil-d support collection or enforceme nt ooerations of

4 the Department of Human Services.

( c ) Prrroose - --This chaoter sh a I 'l l-re con.strueci I .i bera I 'l v t.o

nromote iustice. to ensure the safet of r:hi I clren ancl to nrorz'i cle

families with a fair, timel-v and cost-efflcient method for

hearinq and decidi-nq familv litiqation.
'72 dicial dis

(a ) Reorri rements - --Each udicial di-t strir:t 'i n lhis

Commonwealth shal-l do afl of the followinq:

(1) provide courtrooms, ch ers. facilities. eouioment,

leoa1 and educationaf materia s ancl srrnn'l i es i n accorclance

with this chapter;
(2\ provide empl-ovees for t e ooeration, manaoement and

recordkeeoino necessarv to imn'l ement the fami I v I aw

trJ

6

1

B

9

10

11

I2

13

I4

15

t6

I1

1B

79

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

n em an accor

(3) est-ab'l i sh the orocedure for recelvin af famil ac l'i ons

and for hearinq and decidinq f lv litioation in accordance

with this chapter.
(b) Penaltv.--If a iudicial i stri ct fa.i I s to comol v w'i th

thi s chanter. the countv or counties that comn IID e ]-hat i rrcli r:i a I

district shall- be responsible for all administrative costs

related to the receivinq of familv actions and for the hearinq

and decidino of famifv litioatlon until t he -i cli r:i a'l cli stri ctu

compfies with this chapter.

S 1201. Annuaf report
(a) Preoarat-ion---Each iudici a I ci i st ri r:t sha I I rlrerla re ancl

submi t to the Coirrt Administrator of Penns lvania informatio

and statistics for the previous fiscal vear concerning the

20L9D0 7 503 23

n



oneration of the familv law adi rrdi r:al'i on svs1_em- Th'i s sect-i on

includes:
(1) The n r of familv actions filed ancl cl i snosecl -

2 The l-rrne q nf f:mil\/ ar- tions filed a nri rli qnnqar{

(3) The len ho f t'i me necessarv t-o diso so r') ff mi1

actions.
( 4\ The numbe r of familv actions Dendinq for more than

six months f the clate of commencement and the reason for

the pendencv.

(5) The lenoth of time ne essA rv to hea r ancl clec'i cie

familv Ii ticralion-

(6) The numbe r of fam'i I v actions oendino in the familrz

Iaw adiudication svstem.

(1\ The number of familv ac i ons not t ri ecl cont inrrouslv

1,

2

3

4

trJ

6

1

R

9

10

11

L2

13

I4

15

1,6

I1

1B

I9

20

2I
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23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

and the reason fo r this treatment.

(B) The compli ance bv iudoes and familv law mas ter.s wi th

i rrd'i r''i a'l odrrr.al i 1re dl aramanl q

(9) The number of self -litioants and the services

orovided to s lf-l'i tioant-s-

(b) Submissio ---The Corrrt- Administrator of Penns lva nla

shall comnile and oreoare this nformation ancl submit it in an

annra'l renorl to the Governo the Chief Jr_ rs1- i r:e of the

Pennsvlvania Su eme Corrrt- the President Dro I omnr-r re of thenr
Senate. the Soeaker of the Hou se of Reoresent-atives and the

members of the Judiciarv C ittee of the Senate ancl t-he

Judiciary ittee of the House of Representatives.

(c) Public access.--The Court Admi n'i st rat or of Pennsvlvania

shal'l make the annrral reoort availahle to the nubl'i c- This

subsection inclu cles acc:ess over the Internet or other ele r:t ron i c

format readilv accesslble to the publ-ic.
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1 S 7208. Weiqhted caseload studv.

Within t-wo vears of the effect-ive clat-e of thrs sec tion- the

Corr rt Aclmi n'i st r T a) f Pennsrrlrrania shal I unclerlo leko A wet .T eclhr

.rasel oacl stuclv t- .' determi ne ef fir:ient allor-:at.'i on r-rf -i rrd (- ial anI .l

case manaqement team resources

Intake an

Ea ch -iucl'i ci a I d ql rf t sha I 'l estab'l "i sh a f ami I a ..)n intak? a r-1_

service within he clomestic relations section f the corrrt of

comrnon oleas. The servi ce shaff have responsibili t'i es - i nc:'l uci i no

the screenino of f ami I rr act'i ons for: alleoations or evi clenr:e of

substance akrrrse. hild abu(- se - ch-i 'l cl necr'l ect . chi l.l soYrre 1 abus e

anci exnloitai'i on ancl domestic v io'l enr:c^ Th'i s serv'i ce shalI

assist litioant bv makino referrals and Drovid ino informat.i on

reoardino commu itv-hasecl ancl crovernment servic cs cles'i onecl to

orovicle treatment for srrl-rstance aLrrrse and to h 1') victims of1

2
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4

5

6

1

B

9

10

t-1

L2

13

I4
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L6

r'7

1B
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r:hi I cl akruse anci neolect-. child sexrra I akrrrse ancl exnl oi tat ion and

domesti-c violen Where aonrooriate. the service shall notifv

oorrernment aoencies of th e need f or i nt-ervent ion.

S 7210. Hearinqs mav be private.

Tn a fami I v acti on. LrDon deman r.l of a narlv- the corrrt shall

direct that:
( 1 ) the trial o r nroceecl i nos reoardino famr liri oali onI

be private; and

(2\ al I rlersons exceDt officer s of .l-he r:orr rt - na rl.'i es .

witnesses and ounsel be exclrrded from the olace wh ere the

matter 1s beinq heard

S 121I. Testi-mon v of minor child.

Exceot uDon Dr or annroval of the iudoe on a case -1-lrz- r:a s e

basis. t-estimonv o f a mi nor chi l cl as to the merr ls a) fa narltzt s

nosition reoardino anv Dart o f a fami I v acti on mav not be
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permi-tted and no minor child mav be subpoenaed to aoDear at a

hearinq.

S 7212- Commencement of familrr ar:tion-

(a) Familv informati on stalemenl ^ --

(1) At t-he time of filino a comnla'i n1- clr crclss-r:omnlaint

reoardino famil \/ 'l i t i oat i on . each oartv shalf com1-) lete and

file a familv information stat ement on a form orescribed bv

the Administrative Office of P nnsvl rrani a Corrrts - The familv

n shal1 r
(i) Name, address and telephone number of the

partvr s emplover.

(ii) Residential- and maili ncr aclclresses of the oartv

l-

,

3
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L6
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and the partv's chi-ldren.

(iii) Partv's Social- Securitv number.

(iv) Partv's drive rrs license nrrmber-

(v) Itemization and id nt'i f i r:ati on of na rtvt s

a sset s - whet-her held i intl or individuall

(vl) Partv's income, debts and 1i-abilities.
(vii) Partvfs medical, homeowners. Iife and

automobile i-nsurance coverage.

(vi i i ) Familv historv. This sub araoranh .i ncl uclesn

all of the f o.l I owi no:

(A) Phvsical. emotiona I or sexr'rA I akrrrse of a

famifv member.

(B) Phvsical, emotional- or educational neglect

of a fami

(C) Alcohol or druo abuse on th F nart of a

famifv member.

(D) Contact with the iuvenile iustice svstem bv

a minor in the fami-l-v.
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(2\ Tnformation reouired b t hc f ami 'l rz i n f ormat .i on

stalement sha l 'l - to the extent known to the nart-v- be frrllv

comnl eted ancl be current to within 60 clarrs - Pa rti es harre a

continuino clrrtv to inform the court of anrr r:hanoes i n the

information re ri recl in the familv information statement a ncl

to file a statement with the most r:rrrrent i nformat i on

arrai'l ab'l e at the time of filin .r a net'i ti on lo mocii fv a

sunoort. orcier- The statement shal1 nrorri cle 1-hat f rr rn i sh i no

information that the oartv doe nol lro lieve to be trrre shal I

subiect the Dartv to possible rosecut'i on for a violation of

1B Pa-C-S- S 4904 (relatino lo rrnsworn f a'l si f i cati on to

authorities) .

(3) A nartv shal-l compfv w 'i th the reouirements of 23

4 relat
(4\ ff a Dartv fails to prorri cle a fami'l v i nformat.'i on

1
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statement- t.he ot-her Dartv shall sunr) I the 'i nforma.|-i on i n

the statement to the best of the oartvIs knowledoe.

(b) Sanctions. --If a Dartv i ntent.i ona'l lv fails to file a

fami'l v information statement, the -i ucloe mav imoose sanct-i ons or

cl'i smi ss a r>artvr s oleadinos sub ier:t lo reinstatement unon

condit
(c) Custodv---Tf the comDf a i nt i nr:l ucles lhe i ssue of

r:u.stoclrr- the comnlaint ancl cross -a-.)mn laint shall be ar:r:omnani ecl

bv a written statement resa rcli no the orooosed custodv

arranoement or suoervision o f r:hilclren- Nolhino in this

sukrsect'i on mav kre constnred to limit the cour tf s abi.l it.v to

r arl I IT e the narti es to devel oo na renl fn afn A nas rovi-ded iI 1') n

23 Pa.C.S. S 5331 (rela i no to oa renl,'i no olan ) -

Di ff rentiated
(a ) Establ ishment. --Each iudic i al cii stri r:t shal I establ i sh a
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1 differentiated case manaoement svstem for the handlino of familv

2 actions in accordance with this section.

(b) Assiqnment. --A famifv acti on shall be assioned to one of3

4
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the fol]owing tracks as folf ows:

(1) If the familv action incfudes a child custodv

dispute, it shall be assiqned to the priorj-tv track.

(2) A familv action shafl Le assigned to the complex

track if it appears fikelv that t.his action will requare a

disproportionate expenditure of a court's and a partv's

resources in precaration for trial and at trlal- due to anv of

the followinq:
(i) Number of claims and defenses raised.

(ii) Leqaf difficul-tv of the issues presented.

('i ii) Factua'l clifficult.v of the sub-i er:t matter-

(iv) Lenqth and complexitv of discoverv
(v) A combination of these and other factors.

(3) ff the familv action appears to be capabl-e of belnq

tried promptlv with minimal- pretrial proceedifles, it shall be

assigned to the expedited track.

(4) If the familv action is not qualified to be placed

on the prioritv track, the complex track or the expedited

track, it shall be assi-qned to the standard track.

(c) Expedited track assisnment.--Subiect to subsection (e),

a familv acti-on shall be assisned to the expedited track if anv

of the fol-lowinq applv:

(1) There is no dispute as to the income or assets of

the parties and custodv of minor chi]dren is not an issue.
( ? \ The na rt i es harre been rried less than five vears

and have no chifdren.
(3) The parties have entered into a propertv settlement
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aoreement and cus loclrr of minor chi lclren is n ot an fssue.

(4\ The divo ce i s uncontested and custod of mr nor

chi-ldren is not an issue.
( 5 ) The net-i Lion alf eoes f a r:1-s srrnnorti no a concl usion

that there is an emeroencv

(d) Procedure. --The irrcloe shal'l make the track assi onment as

soon as nract.i cabl e after each nartrr has f i l eci a fami .l v

information statement or after t he .rase manaoement conference

reouired bv s ct'i on '121 4 ( ref atino to cas c manaoemenl

conference), whichever is earfier. In ma kino the track

assionment. the iudoe shall cons cier a rlartvr s reouest for track

ass'i onment - Tf al l the oarties a crree on a track assi onment-, the

case mav not be ssi oneci a different track exce for oood calrse

shown after oiv 'i no a I .l nart i e.s the oooortunit \/ to be hea rcl

eit-her orallv or in writino. Tf it is not clear from an
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exami nat.i on of the i nf ormation T orriclecl bv t-he oarl,ies whichn

track assionmen I 'i s annronri at-e. t-he familv action s ha'l 'l be

assi onecl to the track which a forcls t-he oreatest deoree of

manaoemenl- The narties shall b nromnt I rz aclrr-i secl of t-he t rack

assignment.

(e) Reassiqnme t.--A iudoe mav reassion a fami 'l rr action to a

track other than that snecifiecl in t-he orioina nol ice to the

na rl i es ei t.her on the i udoer s own molion or lrnon a Dart-vts

annl i r:et i on - Iln.l es.s the court oth erw'i se cli rects- a narlvr s

aoolicati-on mav be macle informallv to the iudoe and sha 'l'l
J 1-ate

wi th soec'i f i c'i tv the reasons for reoue.st f or rea ss'i onment - tloon

reassicrnment, he narti es are not reouired to r cf i'l e r:orrrl

documents. The ase manaoement team sha1l continue t o r.qe the

or file

S 7214. Case manaqement conference.

2019D07503 29



(a) General rufe.--After t he filino of the familv

information statement, in anv ami 'l v a ct i on . t.he i rrcloe sha'l I

1

2

3

4

cli rect t-he oarties to oartici na e in A c.dse manaoementt
conference- wh'i ch mav be conducted in nerson o r hrr l-el enhone - to

5 consider the followinq matters before the familv action is

f d to a differe
('1 ) Tclentif ication and s

'l i f i r:al-'i on of the i ssues -

( 2 \ Nlor-oqq i trz or dos irabilit of amen r{i na f ha nl oad'i nrrq

(3) Possibil-itv of obtaininq admissions of fact and

n at will a

( 4\ Particioation in mediation and the senarat'i no

parents seminar.

(5) Limitation of expert witnesses.

(6) Aooointment of a court-a oooi nteci soec'i aI aclvocate. a

6

1

I

9

10

11-

L2

13

L4

15

I6

t1

1B

L9

20

2T

22

23

24

25

26

)1

2B

29

30

n 1i em or an

(7) Establishment of a discoverv schedule and

determination of i t.s .scclne -

(8) Other matters as the i ucloe cleems anoroor.i at-e -

(b) Order. --
(1) The iucloe sha11 issue A n order which recit e q I h

action taken at the case management conference, which shafl

include:
(i) Amendments allowed to the pl-eadinqs.

(ii) Aqreements made bv the parties as to anv of the

matters considered.
(iii) Discover schedule.

(iv) A court-appointed special- advocate, a quardian

ad l-item or an attornev for a minor.

(v) Particioation in medi
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(vi) Dates for anv additional case ma n A oement

conferences.
(vii) Firm t ri a'l clat.e.

(viii) Anv ot her matter the iudoe deems annronri ate -

(2\ The rcler sha11 control the suklseorrent- course o f the

familv action un to the time of trial before the -i ucioe- Tf

the oa rt. i es rlr eed to 1-rial - the order mav be? modifieci bv

the -iucloe at the iu doers cl iscretion-

121,5 .

(a) Fami lv law master.--In the absence of a iudqe's order to

the r:ontrarv- i fa famil rz ar:ti on 'i s olaced on the exned i tecl

track or t e stanclard track and i f custociv is not an iss re that

the familv faw masler wi I I hear, a fami-lv l aw mAst-er mav

conso'l .i clate as much of the familv litioation as nracti cabl e and

1

a
L

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

L2

13

I4

15

1-6

L1

1B

1-9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

zo

21

2B

29

30

dispose of it at one proceedinq.

(b) Judq - --Wi th the exceDt ion of crrstodv. at the ca se

manaoement conferenr:e- a -iudoe ma rz orcjer conso'l .i clation f fami.) lrr

litiqation.

S 7216. Bifurcation
(a ) General rl o --Ex r:enf as uncler subsection (h)- in a

familv acti crn where a comolaint for clirrorce is filed. a decre

of clirzorce mav n tbe orantecl orior to entr ofa) an orcler

resolvinq I I oendino claims fo ecnr i t-abl e division o f mari tal

rt a fees

(b) Excent-ion. --In a fami I v act-ion in which a r:omrll a'i nt. f or

divorce is fileci- if a oartv can show exceotional circumst ances -

a decree o f divorce mav be oranted nri or to ent-rv o A n order

resolvino 'l 'l nencii no cl aims for eorli tahl e cl'i vi si on fma rital

orooertv, alimon v- corrnsel fees, costs and ex
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1

2

3

4

5

(1) president iudqe of the court of common pfeas in a

iudicial district in which there is no famil-v division; or

(2) administrative iudge of the familv division of the

court of conimon pleas in a iudicial district in which there

is a famil-v division.
6 S 721-7. Continuous trial-s.
7 Insofar as is practicable, court calendars shal-l be desiqned

to all-ow family actions to be tried continuousl-v to conclusion.

If a famil-y action is not tried continuousl-V, the record at each

dav's proceedinqs shal-I document the reason for the

fragmentation.

S 12L8. Tentative decisions

The iudqe mav, prior to the schedul-ed date of hearing or oral

arqument on a matter involvinq familv l-itiqation, decide the

matter on the basis of the paper f iIecl of rer:orcl or such brief.s

B

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

I6

L1

1B

19

20

2L

zz

ZJ

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

as mav be filed by the parties, subsequentl-v posti-nq the

tentative decision and makinq it availabl-e to the parties

Unless a partv obiects, with notice to the opposing partv, the

re est for
and the tentative decision sh 1 I become f inal ancl shal I be

orovided in an aooropriate order Tf a oarlv renews the recnrest

for oral- argument or hearinq, with notice to the opposing partv,

the motion shal-l- be arqued or heard as schedul-ed.

12I9. Motions

(a) Establishment. --Each iudi e'l a I cl'i st ri ct sha I I cle e 'lo na te

one or

motions.
(b) Procedure.--Motions not d i sooseci of in accorclance wi th

T h heari and dis SA of

sect-ion 1278 (relatino to tent ative clecisions) sha'l I be

schedul-ed for oral argument or hearino. which shafl be staooered
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throuohout the d \/- The corlrt mav conduct an arcl ment or heari no

bv tel ohone.

S 122.0 - Case mana oement teams -

(a ) Est.abl ishmon - ---Ejdt ch i ucl'i c'i a 
.l 

cl'i st rict- sh2 11 establ .i sh

one or more case manaoement teams within the sti c relations

sect-ion of the corrrt of coflrmon oleas, to be h aclecl bv a case

manaoement team leade r- to effectivelv manaoe and l') roce ss fam'i 'l v

litioat'i on from TI 1in (^I to f .i nal cli soosi t-i on - Tho loam shal 1 be

suoervised bv a iudqe. Insofar a practicable, each time a partv

seeks modificati on of an order involvinq familv l'i tioation- t-he

familv action sh A 11 be assi oned to t-he same c a.qo mana cf emen I

team.

(b) Drrt'i es - --The case manacf ement team shal I be resDonsible

for the timel-v anaoement and orocessino of fam i I v acti ons and

shall. sub-iect to snnerrri si on ancl orders of the iud af e clo a'l I of

1

)

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

1_1

I2

13

t4

15

t6

L1

1B

I9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26
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the f ol-lowinq:
( 1 ) Coorcli nat-e the t firI ino of renorts-

recommendations erza I uat i ons and other writincrs nearessarv to

f fami

(2\ Particioate, as nece sarv. in case manaoement

conferences.

(3) Assiqn amiIv actions to differe t.i ateci r:a.qe

managemen t tracks.
( 4\ Not-i f v oarents of the senarati no narents seminar-

(5) Assiqn that portion of familv lltioation i-nvofvinq

custodv to mediation

(6) Share- as aoorooriate fn formation with other

government agencies.

(7 \ Cooperat e wi lh ot.her emolovees of the dome s 1(lt

relations section or the Depa rtment. of Hrrman Services. as
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needed. under 23 Pa-C-S- Ch- 43 (relatino to s I I l1l') ort mat t ers

qenerallv)

(B) Perform other duties s the iudoe mav direct in

orcler to effectuate the time Iv- fair ancl cost-efficient

disposition of famifv actions.

S 7221. Familv law masters.

(a ) Anoo'i nl,ment - --Subi ect to sect.i on 122? (h\ (rel atino to

mecli al'i on ) - a i rrcioe mav aoooint a fami I rr 'l aw master to hear anv

AS ect o stod

(b) Oualificati ons - --A fami I v I aw master must l-re an att c)rne\/

at 1aw and must comolv with -iu cli c'i a I eclrrcat i on rectlr i rement-s

under section 7230 (refatinq to iudicial education seminar) .

(r:) Recnri rements - --The familv 1aw maste r shal'l r:omnlv w'i 1-h

orders issued brr the iucloe- includino the differentiat ecl ca se

manaoement svstems track assiq ent- ancl shall coooerate with

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

11

L2

13

t4

15

I6

I1

1B

I9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

fhe case manaoement team with re .I ar .'l to the time'l v f iI ino of

reoorts, recommendati s ancl other writinos

(d) Powers and dut i es - --The fam'i I v I aw master has A 11 frhtt

foffowinq powers and duties:
11\ T:ko 1-oqf imnnrr : nd establ i qh : rar-nrrl

(2\ Make f i nci'i nos of f ac (-..) n (-. lusions of I aw ancl

recommendations to the -iudq for t-he establishment and

enforcement of an order

t' ? \ Olhor n.)r^/Arq anrl rlrrl a under the ud-l aa I q nrrlar

(e) Prohibition. --Notwi thslancli no anv stat-utor T a) VA s aon o\/ l-) f
'l aw to the cont-rarv. a Derson who nol- a iudoe or fami'l v I aw

master mav not ear or ciec'i cie matters that establish or mod'i f rz

the amount of child or spousal support.

S 1222. Mediation

(a ) Prooram established. --E ar:h irrcli r:i al cl'i .stri r:t shal I
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establish a Drooram of mandatorv medi at'i on that meets af I of the

followino re af 1'l 1remenl_ s :

(1) Facilitates and encour des the oart'i es t-o reso'l ve

WA htheh
(2\ Conta i ns a mediat-ion orientation nr oaf T am for the

rlarties.
(3) Ts closed to the ou lic and'i s conficlent.ial-

(b) Reorri rement. --Exceot as D rri ciecl 'i n suhsection (c). t.he

nar1-'i es shalI be referrecl to me 'i al ion for the resolu lion of a

custodv disoute in accordance w th t-he chi Iclrs best- interests.

[]oon referra l . the oarties sha 'l I be reoui recl to aitencl a

mediation-orientation proqram.

(c) Exceotion---A oartv mav be excused from med i at i on or the

mediation orient ation nrocrrAm for oood cause shown which shaf

I

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

L6

I7

1B

1,9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B
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incl-ude:

(.1 ) A historv of child abu e or necrl r-.cl - ch'i I cl sexrra'l

stic violence
(2\ Erziclence lhat oart'i es a .-It rr no t 1 \/ 11A rtici ne tin .I rn

private mediatron.
(cl) St-anclar:ds - --The Suoreme orr rl sha I -l - bv crenera I rrr I e -

prova s for the hirinq and training of mediators.

which shall include:
(1 ) Mi nimrrm oualifications. wh i r:h mav not he rest ri cted

]_a a ^rrl-i nrr-l =r nrnfacq n I or educat -ianrl ]-r=in'innf

(?\ Minimum recrlrirements fo lrai nanaf an he l-) rocedurat

asoects of mediation and the i nteroersonal sk'i lls necessarv

to act as an eff ect ive mediator.

(3) A m'i nimum oeriod of aoorenticeshi r) for individ ua I s

who have not orevious rr ac1-ed a s mecli ators -

(4\ Procedures to ensure that notent i a I medi ators

201,9D07503 35



understand the hioh standard f ethi cs and confidentialitv

related to the ootential- med atorIs oart-ic'i oat-ion 'i n the

program.

(e) Mandator educati c)n---

('l ) Exceot as orovided in oara crranh (?\ - a mecli a1-or must

slrccessfrr'l lv comolet-e a rlroor fa) e d ltca ri a) nn ro l-)riate forna

mediators in custodv dispute aooroved bv the Academv of

Professional Familv Mediators i lhi n si x mont-hs of the I ater

of:
(i) the date of appointment; or

(ii) the effective ate of this .sect'i on-

(2\ Paraoraph (1) does not aonlv to a meclial-or who has

al readv attended and successful- 'l rz r:omnletecl a .simi lar nrooram

prior to the aprlrorlri al,e date -

(3) Failure to fulfill th s edrrcational reoui rement-

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

o

9

10
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1-2
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T4
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I1
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I9
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<l'rrl I ^arrea f oh mediator ]_n f nr€ai 1_ lha nno-i 1_-i nn

(f) Coooeration with case mana oement 1.eam---A mediator shall

cooperate with the case management team with regard to the

timelv filino of reports, re clat i ons anci ot-her wri t'i nos and

h 11 c 1 with order

(o) Fees---Each iudicial district shalI establish a sfi cii no

schedule of fees for participation in the mediation program,

based on a Dartv's abilitv to v - []n I ess the i ucloe i .ssues an

order to the contrarv, the fee for mediati crn sha'l I l-re krorne

equallv bv the parties.

(h) Excuse.--Tf a oartv is xcusecl f rom medi al i on uncler

subsect-i on (c) , a familv law ma sl er shall hear that na rt of A

familv action involvinq custodv.

(i) Custodv evaluation.--A mediator or familv law master mav

refer the Darties to custodv eva .l rrat i on - A mecl-i alor marr not ac1-
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as a cust v evaluator for the oarties who appear be fore the1

2 mediator with out the exoress wri tt-en consent of the cart 'i es ancl

3 approval bv the iudqe.

4 S 7223. Aooeals.

(a) Riqht of appeal-. --A oarty mav appeal a rec ndation,

rulino or ecision made bv a f ilv faw master to a r rrdoe . Af I

i ssrres in a fam 'i I v action not re olved t-o a oartvrs sa t i sfaction

bv a fami v law master shal-l- be heard bv a iu e at one

oroceedin 'i n accordance wi section 12L1 (re at'i no to

nuous tr
(b ) Postmedi at i on orocedure --Tf t-he oarties do not resol ve

a custodv disoute durinq media tion, that part of t he familv

action in I w'ino custodv shall consolidated with v aooeals

brouqht under subsection (a).

Se ara nts semi

Each iudicial district shall esta seminar for

seoaratinq narents. The semina r shall inc]ude the followino

5

6

'7
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I9

20

2L

22

24

25

26

2'7
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t-ooics and others as the Admini t-rative Office of P nsvlvania

Court s mCy-_d€-Eig-nat e :-

(1 ) orocedrrral asoects of famil-v I it-ioation;

(2\ avaifabil i tv of court services t o aid self-

litioant and reoresented oarties;

(3) ilabilitv of unitv and rnment serv ices to

treat o or alcohol- use and to he o victims of domes t'i c

viol-enc child sexuaf abuse and expfo tation and child akru se

and neol ect;

(4) basi c chifd osvchofoqv and strateqies to mrnamaze

the adverse effects of separation or divorce

fits of

2019D07s03
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(a) Ooti-on. --A iuciiciaI district mav establis a Drocrram for

children eioht vears of aoe and older whos e nArenis are

separating.
(h) Establishm en t --Tf a iucli ci al cli stri ct e sl,ah lishes th

prooram under s section (a), the iudicial- distr ict shall do so

in cooneration i l-h and a1- t-he direction of the Aclmi ni slrati rze

Office of Penns vlvania Courts. In desiqninq seminar, the

Aclmi nistrative Of fice of Pennsvlvania Corrrts shall consult w'i 1-h

exoerts in the fields of chifd nsvr:hol ocrv- chi'l cl aLluse and

neolect, fami-]v patholoqv and similar fields to ensure that the

content of the s emi nar is srli t-ecl to children and will not.qer\/e

to frrrt-her traumatize chil ren of seDaratino oarents.

S 7226. Famil-v Justice Account.

(a ) Estab'l i shment- - --There is est ahl'i shecl wi thi n the General

Fund a restricte r-l ar:count to be known as the Famil Ju st i r:e
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Account.

(b) Prrrnose---The DlrrDose of the ar:r:ount is to funcl l-he cost

of court-ordere medi ati on - court-ordered custo clrr erza l rral'i on -

oroceedinos befor e fami l v l aw masters and other costs or f ees

associat-ed with fami I rr I'i ti oati on when a oartv a s lt nable to na \/

srrr:h eo.sts or fees bv reason of norrerl\/ or f inanci al harclshio-

(c) Pro clrrre---

( 1) Each -i udicial dis ri ct mav- throrroh the

Admi n'i strative Of fice of enn.svl rrani a Corrrts- make

annl'i cation for oavment- bv the account Monerz rer:ei rrecl f rom

the account shall onlv be .secl to reimburse exDenses

enumerated in subsection (b).

(2\ A narl,v mav seek relief fr om r:o.sfs ancl fees

enumerated in sl rhsecti on (b) uDon aoolicatron o the udcte brz-l

sribmittino a sworn or affirmed

2019D07503 3B
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financ'i a'l harclshio- The statement should be f ileci alono w'i th

t.he fami Iv information stateme l- l-rrt it marr hre filecl al_ anv

time prior to final dispos tion of the familv action.

1221. Fam

(a) Establishment.--Each -iudic i a'l ci-i slri cl shal'l establ i sh a

fami lv resolrrce center to be locat eci i n 1_hc r:orrrl-house clr

another central-ized locatlon where familv l-itiqation is heard

and decided.

(b) Puroose.--The DurDose of the fami.l v resorrrr:e c:enter.i s

t-o orov'i cle oart-ies and other inter eslccl ner.qons a r:enl ra I

location where thev mav do all of the fol-Iowinq:

(1) Ga-in access to easilv understandabl-e information

reoardino the substantive and nrocedrr ra I a snect-s of f ami I v

I
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litiqation.
(2) Gain access to easifv understandabfe information

reoardi-no orotection from abu e orciers- shelt-ers ancl other

oovernment and communitv servi-ces clesionecl to heln rz'i ct'i ms of

domestic violence and chifd abuse and negl-ect

(3) Direct inquiries reqardinq the famil-v l-aw

ad udicatio
( 4\ Find a suitable place to I earze r:hi I ci ren clrrri no r:orrrt

nrnaoar{i nnc mar{'i al n r other court-ordered activf t
(5) Find a suitable pface to meet with volunteer

l-awyers.

(c) Services---A familv resource center shall n rovide al1 of

the f ol-]owinq:

(1) An appropriate, supervised pface for children to

wait whi-l-e a oartv is takino na rt 'i n r:orr rt nrclce A cl'i n
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maleri a'l s and l c afa 1 boo ks recrArcli no the substan l-irre law of

f=mi'lrr'li1-i r.{_ aon -i ^^-l "A-i na rnnl'i n -1^ le fo

(3) The famif law manuA I rrncler section 1228 (relatino

to familv I aw manllal) -

( 4\ At feast one emo'l ovee who shall- be re snon.sib'l e for

answeri no. durr ncf t he enti re corrrt- dav, crene ral cnresti ons

from narties and ol her i n1-erested rlersons r ecf ardin o the

familv la acl i rrcl'i c:ation svst the nroceclrrral a neCtS O f

familv litioa t.i on anci the substantive I aw of fami 'l v

I 'i t'i crat.i on. Tho Fmn 1o \/ee shal I also make referr a'1 s to

aDDroDriate oorrernment- and communitv re .solr rces . The

informatio provided bv the emp fovee mav not be co st-rued as

I eoal advice. he emn'l ovee shaf I be absolute lv immune from

1-
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]- r^rl.ran na rf ormi- rlrr]_ -i ae rrnrlar ]_ his ara

S 7228. Famifv law manual.

(a) Developme t . --F,ach i udiciaf district, n cooDeration

wi th the Administr a1-'i ve Of f i ce of Pennsvlvania Corrrts - shal l

I w ll f the

(1) Exola'i ns sac lerms Pennsvl vania snha l-rsl antiv e-l aw

reoardino fami 'l v l'i tioation.

(2\ Exolains in has'i c terms the Drocedur I a soect.s of

familv litiqation.
( 3 ) Explai-n 'in basic terms the subs tanti ve and

nrnnarlrr ra 11 ^^- rr1 i nn nrn1- anl I n fromWT

( 4\ Provides a hasi c oui cie to familv liti oa1.i on moti on

practice.

(5) Provides el eohone numbers and address .s wi thi n that

-i ucli cial distri r:f for oovernment and commu ni trr serrri ces

desiqned to:
(i ) orovi cle treatment a
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druo or alc ohol aklrrse;

(ii) Drote ct- children from sexua aLxrse and

aon n lect

(iii) assi tvs i r:t i ms of clomest i violenc e:

( i rz) orovi cle f T eeo r I ow-cost I eoa'l as fq sl ance ancl

(v) Drovide free or low-cost psvcholoqi cal services.

V ilabi
(1) A oartv musl recei ve t-he manual at o cost afler

initiatinq or resoondino to a f am-i I v acti on and no later than

date o e ara

(2\ The manu I shal I be available withou t cost to anv

r)erson llDon re CS l_ - The manrral shall be avai 'I abl e o\/er the

Tnternet or t-hr Itafh othe r e.l ectroni c means readil a c.ress i bl e

1
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t-1
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t4
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16

L1

1B

L9
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2L
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25

21

2B

29

30

to the oene ral oul-rlic.

S 7229. Vofunteer lawvers.

Tt is the 'int f the General Assemblvnl a') lo encour acIe

attornevs at aw t-o volunteer their time to helo self-

rep resented l-itiqants bv providinq a sui-table place ithin the

familv resource center for volrrnteer fawver to meet wi lh

oart'i es who cann ol- aff orcl I awvers - The Administrati \ze Off i r:e of

Pennsvl vani a Courts shall wo k wi th the Pennsvlvania Bar

Association and r:orrntv bar associations to devel- on Dolicies and

orocedures to encour acre attornevs t-o ioin the vo 'l unleer 'l awvers

program.

s 1230. Judici-al education semlnar.

(a) General- rule. --
(1) Exceot as n T orri clecl i n na raoraoh (2\ , A ch udcre ancl-l

fami I rr I aw master who hear s fam'i lv l'i tioat.ion mtrst-

success fullv 'l ete courses of instruction t the National

Counci] of Juve i I e and Familv Court Judoes wl

20L9D0 7 5 03 4I
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of the later of:
(i) the da le of fi rst assionment to f ami 'l rr

litiqation; or
(ii) t-he effective ate of 1-his section-

(2\ Paraorap (1) does not ar:r:lv to a iu cloe or familv

law master who ha.s al readv successfull-v compl e1-ecl a rlroctram

i n r:omn'l i ance w 'i r h his srbsection nrior to the anr') ronri aleI

date.
/2\t -, , Everv two vears. t-he iudoe or famil-v I w mast-er must

slrccessf u11v c lete corrrses at- the National Col-) rnr:i I of

JuveniIe :nd Familrz Cou rt ,Trrdnaq

(b ) Conti nuino eclilcal-ion in amilv law---Everv t- r) \,/oi rS

each rudoe and f ami I v 'l aw master must successful I v eomolete the

nrocrram establishe .i .i n ser:t i on 123I ( relatincr to conlinrrino

1_

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

1t_

I2

13

L4

15

L6

71

18

I9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

21

28

29

30

iudicial educati-on) .

(c) Penaltv. --Fai lrrre to comp]v with this secti on shall

result in the iudoe or familv faw master be ncr subi ecl t.o

cl i sci ol i narv a tion rnder section 1B of Article V?. of lhe

Constitution o Pennsvlvania.

(d) Monit ori no - --The Administ ral i rze Of f i ce of Pen lvanian s\,r

Corrrts shall monitor comoliance with this secti-on hv irrcloes and

f ami I rz 'l aw masf- rs anrl sha 'l 'l not'i fv the .Tudicial Conduct B oa rcl

of noncomol-i nce bv anv iudoe or famil v I aw ma st.er -

?'72 Co1 n1_'inr.ina irrAinirI ^ucat

(a ) Establishmen t. --There is established a con1-inrrino

iudicial e ciucat-i on orooram. The nroclram sha'l I be de atned anda

administered b the Aclm'inistrative Office o Pennsv'l van i a

Courts.
(t-,) Frrnct ions . --The Admi ni strat-'i ve Of f ice of Penns
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(1) Desion a administer: a course of stud ancl trainino

for iudoes and fami I v I aw mast-ers who hear f 'i 'l v Iilioat.ion

.|.n l-ra rl -l aaql ni hours i n 'l ana]-l.r nh 1-ha fn I an at
( i ) The substantive law of familv l'i tioation-

(.i i ) The Drocedural aspects of fami .l v l i tioat-ion.

('i 'i i ) Chi I cl clevelooment an.l r:h i I ri n.svehol oclv -

(iv) Child sexuA'l abuse and exoloitation r:h i 'l 
cl

abuse and neofect domesti c rzi ol ence and ol_ o r familh

nalhol ooi es and Pennsvlva i a I aw rel at'i no to these

topics.
(v) MentaI ncl behavi oral health and alcoh ol anci

druo abuse.

(rr.i ) A'lt.ernate dis nute resol rrt'i on -

(vii) Fina r-:'i a'l asoects of familv 1 i1.ioation-

i nclrrdino th law of taxation, trrrsts nd Fs tates

1
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13

t4

15

t6

I7

1B
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20

2L

22

24

25
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21

2B

29

30

emol ovee benefi S workersI r:omoensation :nd lrrrs ANESSt

valuation.
(2\ Establ-is mi n'imum oualif ications f o i nsl ructors -

(3) Consuft, cooncrale ancl contract with rtn iversiti

r-:olleoes. law schools and me nta'l hea.l th and health care

professionals oardino the development of olrrses i n the

Drooram an 1-he teach'i no of tho o ca) urses.

Section 12. This act shall apply to a1f family actions fil-ed

on or after the effective date of this section.

Section 13. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shal1 transmit

to the Legislative Reference Bureau, for publj-cation in the

Pennsylvania Bulletin, notice of adoption of an amendment to the

Constitution of Pennsylvania that deals with all of the

following:

(1) The procedure in each judicial distrlct for family

2019D07503 - 43



1

a
L
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4

5

6

1

B

9

10

1t

I2

13

L4

15

I6

litigation.

(2) The establ-ishment in each judicial district of a

family resource center.

(3) The Judicial Conduct Board having jurisdiction over

family law masters with respect to ethics.

(4) The establ-ishment of judicial education

requirements.

Secti-on L4. This act shall take effect as follows:

(1) Section 11 and this section shall take effect

immediately.

(2) The addition of 42 Pa.C.S. SS 120L,7202, 1203,

7204, J205, 1201 , '7208 and 1226 shal1 take effect upon

publication in the Pennsylvania Bull-etin of the notj-ce under

section 1-3.

(3) The remainder of this act shal-l take effect 180 days

after publication of the notice under section 13.

201,9D07503 44


