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AN ACT

1 Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitl-ed "An
2 acL relating to the public school system, including certain
3 provisions applicable as well- to private and parochial
4 schools,' amending, revj-sing, consolidating and changing the
5 faws relating thereto, " in preliminary provisions, providlng
6 for homeless and foster youth at institutions of higher
I education.

The Generaf Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as foll-ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known

of L949, is amended by addi-ng a

section to read:

Secti on 72.9 - Homel ess anci Fo ter Youth at Institutions of

as the Public School Code
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Hicrher Flclrrcat i on - -- (a ) Each i stitution of hiqher education

that ma i nta i ns .stuclen t housin facilities shall oive orioritvcf

f or housinc' to current and former homefess vouth and current and

f ormer foster outh. The followino shall aoolv:

(1) Each institution of hiqher education that maintains
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nstud nt housin facili a chool-

breaks or on a vear-rorrnd basi shal1 qive first prioritv to

1



1 current and former homeless vouth and current and former foster

2 vouth for residence in the housinq facilities that are open for

7 and former foster vouth for housinq that is open for occupation

B during the most dayg in the caleltdcr V€c!a-

(2) Each institution of higher education shall- develop a
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uninterrupted Ve4r:round occutration a Lq

current and former homeless youth and current and former foster
youth at no extra cost during academic or campus breaks and next

qj-ve prioritv to current and former homefess youth and current

plan to ensure that current and former homeless vouth and

current and former foster vouth can access housing resources as

needed during and beLweea academre Lelles, inqludinq during

academic and campus breaks, regardl-ess of whether the campus

maintains student housinq facilities
(b) An institution of hiqher education shall develop a rapid

rehousinq proqram to assisL current and former homefess vouth

and current and former foster youth enrolled at the institution
of hiqher education to provide navigation services on the

institution of hiqher education's campus to conduct outreach and

assessment and connect current and former home]ess vouth and

current and former foster vouth with housinq and other related

servrces

(c) An institution of higher education shalf deslqnate a

staff member who is emploved in the financial- aid office, or

another appropriate office or department as determined bv the

institution of hiqher education, to serve as a homeless and

foster vouth liaison. The homeless and foster vouth liaison

shall be responsible for understandina the financiat aid process

and identifvinq services availabl-e and appropriate for current

and former homefess and foster vouth enrol
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1 of hiqher education. The homeless and foster vouth liaison shal-l-

2 assist current and former homel-ess vouth and current and former

3 foster vouth j-n applvinq for and receivinq Federal and State

4 financial- aid and other avaifable services.

(d) Notwj-thstanding anv provision of law to the contrarv, an

institution of hiqher education mav orant resident status to a

student who resides in this Commonweafth and is nineteen (19)

Vears of age or under at the time of enrollment, reqardfess of

how l-onq the studenL [as fived in this Commonwealth, if the

student is determined to be a homeless vouth or foster vouth at

anv time durinq the four vears immediatelv precedinq the

student's enrolfment.
(e) An institution of hiqher educa t aon shall nr vide tuio tion

waavers for current and former homefess vouth and current and
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former foster vouth. The foflowinq shall appl-v:

( 1 ) A current or former homeless vouth or current or former

foster vouth shalf be exempt from pavinq anv tuitlon at an

institution of hiqher education re a dl-es s o f the current orr

former homeless vouth or current or former foster vouth's

receipt of a scholarshlo or orant if:

(i) The current or former homeless vouth or current or

former f oster youth is enrof f ed at the insLjlrrLlpfr ql hrisher

education on or before the da e thal the crrrrent. or former

homefess vouth or current or former foster vouth reaches twentv-

five (25) vears of ase.

(ii) The current or former omel ess vorrth or crrrrent- or

former foster vouth is enroffed as a cancl iclate in a cleoree

program.

(iii) The current or former homel-ess youth or current or

former foster vouth has filed for Feclera'l ancl St-at-e f i nanci a I
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aid.
(2\ Tf a current or former homeless vouth or current or

former foster vouth receives a scholarshio or orant for

postsecondary education and is enrol-Ied before the recipient

reaches twenty- ve (25) vears of age as a candidate in a deoree

nrocrram at an institution of hi her eclucat i on . the schol arshio

or srant shall be applied to the tuition for the current or

former homeless vouth or curren t- or former foster vouth before

aoolvino a waiver under th 'i s sect'ion to the tuition-

(3) A current or former homeless vouth or crrrrent- or former

foster vouth who is exempt from tuition under this subsection

shall- continue to be ex t- until the earller of:

(i) five vears after first e rollino as a candidate for a

ro ram at an insti
( i i ) the date that t.he current or f ormer home'l ess vout-h or
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current or former foster out-h is awarded a deoree.

(4\ On or be re June 1 of each vear, dfl institution of

hiqher education shall- report to the board on the aooreoate and

disaooreoate number of current or former homeless vouth and

current or former foster vouth who:

(i) Received a tuition exemotion under this subsection

durinq the prio academic vear

(ii) Received a trrition exemotion under this subsection at

anv ooi nt durino the current o r former homeless vorrthrs or

current or former foster Vouth's enrollment at the institution

of hi her ed

(ili) Earned a deqree from the institution of hiqher

eci ucat'i on clurino the n rl_or acaclem'i c vear -

(5) On or befo re Seotember 1 of each vear, t he boarcl shall:

(i) Compile the reports received under p
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(i i ) submit the compilation of reoorts t o the General

Assembfv

(f ) For ourooses of thi.s section, a student who i s veri fi ecl

as a former homeless vouth under subsection ( q ) shall- retain
that status for a period of six (6) vears from the date of

tution of hi her e

(o) As used in this section, Lhe folfowins words and phrases

shall have the meani ncrs oi ven to them in this subsection rrnless

the cont-ext- clearl v indicates otherwise:

"Foster vouth " An individual- under eiqhteen (18) vears of
aoe, or if a court retains dependencv iurisdiction under 42

Pa-C-S- S 6351 (-i) (re'l atino t o disposition of deoenclenl. chi I cl) -

an indiviclrral lrn to lwentv- one (27\ vears of aoe who 'i s:

( 1 ) under the care and resoonsibilitv of t Commonweafth

a nd is laced in foster care. as clef inecl in 45 CFR 1355.20n
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( rel-atino to definitions), under 42 Pa.C.S. S 6351 or 6352

(refatino to disoosition of de]insuent child) ,' or
(2.\ o'l acecl under a rrol untar olacement aoreement- uncler 5trJ

Pa. Code S 3130.65 (relatinq to voluntarv pfacement aqreement) .

ttHomef ess vouth. tt An individual under twentv- Ve (25) vears

of aqe, who has been verified, in the case of a former homefess

vouth. at anv time durino t- he twentv-four (24\ months

immecli at.el v nrececli no the recel_ t of the student's aonl i cati on

for admission bv an institution of hiqher education, as an

unaccomDanied Vouth, under the McKinnev-V ento Homeless

Assistance Act (Prrblic T,aw 100- '77 . 101 Stat . 482\ . bv at least

one of the foflowinq:
(1) A homefess assistance proqram, as defined bv the

Deoartment of Human Services.
(2\ The cli rector. or lhe director's desiqnee . of a Federal
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I TRTO rlrocrram or a Gainino Earl Awareness and Rea din CSS for

2 Undergraduate Programs program.

3 (3) A financial- id administrator.

(4) A desionated homeless nci foster vouth liaison or

McKinnev-Vento coordinator n a school ciist-rict or t-he

4

5

6

1

B

9

Department of Education.

" Inst hiqher educalion." As def ined in section

118 (c)

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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