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AN ACT

Amending the act of November 10, L999 (p.L.49L, No.45), entitled
"An act estab]ishing a uniform construction code; imposing
powers and duties on munj-cipalities and the Department of-
Labor and rndustry; providing for enforcement; imposingpenalties; and maklng repeals, " in adoption and enforcementby municipalities, further providing for consideration ofapplications and inspections.
The Generar Assembly of the commonweal-th of pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
section l-. section 502(a) of the act of November 10, tggg

(P.L.49r, No.45), known as the Pennsylvania construction code

Act, is amended to read:

section 502. consideration of applications and inspectj-ons.
(a) Appllcations for permits and i_nspections.--

(1) Every agiplication for a construction permit for one-

family and two-family dwelling units and utility and

miscel-laneous use structures sha1l be granted or denied, in
whole or ln part, within 15 business days of the filing date

or, if the drawings have been prepared by design

professional-s who are 1j-censed or registered under the laws
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and regulations of this commonwealth and the application
contai-ns a certification by the licensed or registered design
professional that the plans meet the appllcable standards of
the uniform construction code and ordinance as appropriate,
wlthin five business days of the filing date. Every

application for a certificate of occupancy for one-family and

two-family dwelJ-ing units and miscell-aneous use structures
shall be granted or denied, in whole or in part, within five
business days, or within ten business days in cities of the

first c1ass, after receipt of a final inspection report
indicates compliance with the unlform construction code and

ordinance as appropriate. A11 other construction permits

shalr be granted or denied, in whol-e or in part, wlthin 30

business days of the filing date. Municipalities may

establ-ish different time limits to consider apptications for
construction permits in historic districts. A code

administrator shall review a construction plan of a buitding
permit applicatj-on upon submission and shal1 issue a notice
of construction plan approval on a building permit
application within the periods set forth in this section if
the construction plans comply with the construction code Act

and any other applicable municlpal construction code

ordinance. The municipality shall al-so provide a list of al_l

other requi-red permits necessary prior to issuance of the
building permit. The municipality will- not be llable for the

completeness of any 1ist. when a construction plan has been

approved, a code administrator shal1 issue a buil-ding permit

immediately upon receipt of all other required permits or
approvals rerated to the construction. A11 revisions or

changes to construction plans so approved under this

20I9D02I1 9 2



subsection shall necessitate an additional plan review prior
to the issuing of the bullding permlt.

(2) rf an application is denied in whole or in part, the
code administrator shall set forth the reasons in writing,
identifylng the elements of the apprication which are not in
compliance with the relevant provisions of the uniform
construction code and ordinance as appropriate and providing
a citat.ion to the relevant provisions of the uniform
Construction Code and ordinance as approp riate. The written
noti f ication shal rovide srlecific referen ces to theI
secti-ons of the aool icable ICC codes which the code

admin strator re ires the a l-ication to be i-n compli
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with be fore the annl ication can bea rovecl -

(3) If the code adminlstrator fails to act on an

application for a construction permit for one-family and two-
family dwelling uni-ts and utifity and miscetlaneous use

structures within the time prescribed, the application shafl
be deemed approved. The time r-imits established in this
secti-on for permit applicatj-ons other than one-family and

two-fami-ly dwelrings may be extended upon agreement in
writing between the applicant and the municipality for a

specific number of additional days.

(4) A construc tion code official shal-l- Derform the
reolr r r d insoecf,i on s of const rrrcl 1on to ensure t hat the
con.s truction comn l-ies with A nermit anorovecj under thi s

subsect ion and the tln form Constnlct ion Code. fnso ctions
sha I 1 onlv be conducted duri no normal business hours at t-he

construction site unless the oermi t hofder or aqent re sts
or aorees to another ime. The const ruction code o f icial-
shall D t holder with a
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ile ms which are no t in comolian The written cle scription
.s hall include srleciflc referen ces to the sect'i ons of the
aoolicahr e ICC codes whr c reouire remecl 'i al action-

(5) A municioalitv shall enslr re that the form ut ili zed

foran ermit annl i cation notifi es an applicant of a 1I of the
followinq:

a ) Tho de nartme nl 'i nrzo ti .I ates r-omn'l a i I q aho Iu

cocle a dministrators. ncludino reoo s of incomoet nce or
qTOSS negf i-qence, a failure to abide bv ti frames

establ i shed under thi s a ct and rude or unn rofessional
behavior or cli scrimi nation basecl on a r)ers al b'ias.)
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(ii) rhe deoartment ha s a oubficlv ac ssible

Tnt ernet website whi ch incfudes the form for filino a

om fain ra r
(iii ) A applicant mav f ile a comolai nt ith the

deoartmen t about a violation of this subsect-i on or other
provis-ions of this act.

Section 2. The amendment of section 502 (a)

apply to applications for construction permits

of the act shall

submitted on or
after the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shal-I take effect in 1BO days.
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