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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WEDNESDAY, February 12, 1941. 

The House met at 12 noon. 
The SPEAKER (Elmer Kilroy) in the Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Rev. Donald McFall offered the following 
prayer: 

0 God of freedom, under thy guiding hand our Pilgrim 
Fathers crossed th.; sea. We rejoice that in thy spirit they 
founded upon this continent a nation dedicated to liberty, 
equality, and the brotherhood of man. 

Thou hast not only given us a great inheritance but 
thou hast enriched us by noble lives, by men of clear 
vision, of high courage, of steadfast devotion to freedom 
and justice and truth. 

Yea, Lord, today we think of Abraham Lincoln, not 
only as a great President, not only as a great emancipator, 
but as a man of prayer and of deep conviction for that 
which was right. 

With our sincere thanks to thee, 0 God, for the great 
men of yesterday and the courageous leaders of today, 
there comes a petition for those of this House who are 
ill. May it please thee to look with favor upon Repre­
sentative Finnerty as he lies in the hospital after his 
c;erious operation. 

Satisfy our needs with thy love and blessing we pray. 
Amen. 

JOUR::'.'L\L APPROVED 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the Journal of 
yesterday. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday, 
when on motion of Mr. Shepard, unanimously agreed to, 
the further reading was dispensed with and the Journal 
approved. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to a resolution adopted by 
the House the Chair will now declare a recess for the 
purpose of conducting Lincoln Memorial Services and 
invite the Chairman of the Committee on the part of the 
House, the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Shepard, to 
preside during these services. 

LINCOLN MEMORIAL SERVICES 

MR SHEP ARD PRESIDING 

Mr. SHEPARD. I w<int to introduce the members of 
the committee. They will stand up as their names are 
1alled. Honorable L. Kenneth Harkins from Allegheny 

County; Honorable Albert L. O'Connor from Cambria 
County; Honorable Edwin M. Rhea from Allegheny 
County; and Honorable Edward M. Regan from Lacka­
wana County. 

First of all, we are here to honor our great martyred 
president, Abraham Lincoln. I think it is quite fitting 
that we should turn aside from our legislative duties and 
do honor to our President and great emancipator, Abra­
ham Lincoln. It is also quite fitting that we should have 
here with us the Glee Club from Lincoln University, and 
an outstanding Jurist from Allegheny County, Judge Mus­
manno, to partici1Jate in the exercises. 

I myself was born of slave parents and yet at the age 
of thirty-five, I was elected to the House of Representa­
tives in this great state of Pennsylvania. Along with me 
in my district we have a peculiar combination, a real 
American combination; Hn Irish Catholic business man 
and a Jewish lawyer. We were all elected together in a 
district that is two-thirds white. That could not liappcn 
anywhere else. It l '1pencd only where democracy is safe. 
[r. is that kind of democracy that gives opportunities to 
all men, regardles of race, creed, or color, for which 
Abraham Lincoln lived and died. May I say that as 
a tribute to the liberality of the state of Pennsylvania 
just a few years ago when a bill was presented in this 
House to appropriate the sum of fifty-thousand dollars 
to the university that bears the name of Abraham Lincoln, 
especially for the education of the Negro youth, that bill 
passed the House and Senate. It was voted for by both 
Democrats and Republicans, without a dissenting vote. 
It is something of a tribute that we should want to pay 
to the members of the Legislature. 

We have with us a gentleman that we all want to 
know, some of us do know him, and Representative Rhea 
will present him for a few remarks at this time. 

Mr. RHEA. We are very pleased to have with us today, 
the Glee Club from Lincoln Uruversity but before we hear 
from them I would like to ask the President of Lincoln 
University to say a few word.s, Dr. W. L. Wright. 

ADDRESS BY DR. W. L. WRIGHT 

Dr. WRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, we from Lincoln Univer­
sity appreciate the opportunity to be here this morning. 
Vve represent one of the oldest educational institutions in 
Pennsylvania, because back in the days before the Civil 
War when there was no place where colored boys could 
get an education, some men d<:·wn in Chester County de­
cided that they would establish such an institution under 
the name of Ashland University. They established that 
institution and after the Civil War it was renamed Lincoln 
University. 

These young men that are here this morning represent 
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a group of four hundred negro men getting something of 
the same opportunity here in Pennsylvania that our white 
citizens get. The men who are here, are under the direc­
tion of Professor Dorsey. They are representative of that 
group and I think you will recognize they represent not 
0nly Lincoln University, but they represent half a rn1llion 
negro citizens in the State of Pennsylvania, a popuJ<ition 
that has increased by leaps and bounds so that Per:nsyl­
vania has the largest negro population of any state north 
of the Mason Dixon Line. This population is here to stay 
and all of us in Pennsylvania, colored and white c[tizens 
of Pennsylvania working out our future. These young men 
I present this morning are as good and loyal Americans as 
any of us. All we are asking is that it shall be a land of 
real democracy, of real opportunity, where every man 
born under the American flag shall have an opportunity 
to work out his own destiny and his own life. We present 
them this morning. Thank you for the opportunity to 
be here. 

Selections by Lincoln University Glee Club. 
Mr. SHEPARD. I present Honorable Kenneth L. Har­

kins, of Allegheny County, who will present our principal 
speaker. 

Mr. HARKINS. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Speaker and Mem­
bers of the House, a pleasant duty has fallen to me as a 
member of the Committee arranging for the celebraticn of 
Lincoln's Birthday, that of presenting the gentleman who 
will deliver the principal address. 

To some of the Members, Judge Musmanno is known as 
a former Member of the HousE~ of Representatives, who 
during his two terms here fought for tbe abolition ot the 
Coal and Iron Police. To the people of Allegheny County 
he is known as a former judge of the Court of Allegheny 
County. He was elected as a Judge of the Court of Com­
mon Pleas of Allegheny County in 1933, receiving the 
highest number of votes cast for any candidate in a closely 
contested election in Allegheny County. 

To the people of the state of Pennsylvania and w the 
nation, he is known as a scholar, an author and an orator 
of national fame. Judge Musmanno was honored by a 
resolution of Congress, adopted unanimously, because of 
his treatise on the Federal Constitution which was pub­
lished as a public document. His dramatic and arti~tic 

accomplishments are shown in the novel and moving 
picture "Black Fury" of which he is the author. The 
story of which is woven about coal mines, a moving 
picture of which was shown in this Hall in 1935. 
· Judge Musmanno was the first person who was invited 
by the Lincoln Fellowship Organization to deliver the 
Gettysburg Address on the battle field itself. He -vvas the 
first person who was not present at the original delivery 
c~ that address by President Lincoln. I understand th1." 
Judge v.rill touch upon Lincoln's life as a member of the 
Illinois Legislature and perhaps he may give us the Gettys­
burg Address. I know we will be favored if it happens 
that he shall make that a part of his address. 

Members of the House I give you the orator of the occa­
sion. Honorable M. A. Musmanno, former Member of this 
House. crusading liberal, dramatist, author and Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County. 

ADDRESS OF JUDGE MICHAEL A. MUSJl/IANl':O 

It requires an almost superhuman effort on my part to 
address this House, of which I was once a member, and 
not be overwhelmed by sentiment, Here I began my 
journey on the road of public affairs, here I spent one of 
the most momentous and exciting periods of my life and 
here I formed cherished friendships. Some of the friends 
of that happy association now follow different pursuits, a 
very few are still in the Capitol, some of my associates here 
in the Lower House have been elevated to the Upper House, 
and some have risen to tlte Highest House of all, the spirit­
ual domain of the after world where one day we will all 
answer to the Roll Call in the enactment of the Tenure 
Bill for Eternity. 

I would be something less than human if I could con­
template the change in the view which greets my eyes from 
what it was in 1929 and not sense an emotion of some 
kind. Of sadness? Of happintss? Well not of happiness, 
Though I have been busy with my work ever since I left 
here, though I have sought through the medium at my 
command to achieve a greater justice for all those com­
ing within the orbit of my activities, I doubt that I will 
ever surpass, indeed ever equal the enthusiasm with v1hich 
I became a member of this legislative body. 

I recall with what excitement here in this vast hall I 
took the oath of office on January 1, 1929 and with what 
fervor I resolved, rather naively perhaps, to remedy all 
the evils of the Commonwealth through legislation. One 
of the seasoned members, a veteran of many sessions, 
Clinton Sowers of Philadelphia, watched with interest 
the flow of bills I introduced for the improvement of the 
State government in general and the betterment oi the 
life of all its citizens in particuiar. He noted my impatience 
and irritation at the delay in lbe passage of my measures, 
and he said: "Musmanno, don't be impetuous. You can't 
make over Pennsylvania in a day." I replied, "No, not in 
a day, but we ought to do it in a week!" 

He commented: "I had the same ideas when I came here, 
Now if I can get a bill out of committee after three oc four 
years I feel I am doing well." 

And he probably spoke with greater prophecy than he 
realized. A bill which I introduced in 1929, and which, if 
I may be pardoned for the reference, I am proud to have 
associated with my name, was not placed on the statute 
books until 1935. 

The man in whose memory we have met here today in­
troduced a measure in the Illinois Legislature in 1837, look­
ing toward the eradication from American life of its great­
est curse-slavery. It was not until 28 years later, after 
nis resolution had passed through the legislative fires of a 
civil war, that it was enacted into law of the land. This 
bill, written with the ink of his crusading spirit, had to be 
printed on the battlefields of the nation with the printing 
press of cannons and gatling guns, and then, after passing 
both houses of the North and the South, it was signed by 
him with the blood from his dying heart, The resulting 
law-the law of liberty for all Americans-is now one 
which no president or governor can veto, which no legis­
lative body can repeal, which time cannot change, nor 
circumstances alter or amend. It is written into the soul 
of America, it is part of the very fibre of our national 
existence. Liberty-and with it, Union. One and insepar­

JUDGE MICHAEL A. MUSMANNO: Mr. Chairman of able. Now and forever. 
the Lincoln Commemorative Exercises, Mr. Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and Members of the House of 
Representatives and Ladies and Gentlemen. 

We owe to Abraham Lincoin more than to any other 
man in the history of America, the security which we en­
joy today from aggression from without and dissension 
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from within. If Lincoln had been a less determined person 
than he was, if he had allowed expediency to conquer over 
principles. we would not now have the present United 
Siates of America. 

Up until the Civil War the United States was considered 
abroad as a mere experiment in government. European 
nations regarded this nation as a loose aggregation of 
sovereignties which would join together and later dissolve 
as so many of the European countries did. But when under 
the inspired leadership of Abraham Lincoln the union of 
the American States was not only preserved but was made 
imperishable, every king, queen, prince and foreign poten­
tate realized that the United States of America was not 
only a nation of the first rank but that it was destined to 
become, as it indeed it has now become, the greatest nation 
of all recorded history. 

Had Lincoln been a less resolute man the United States 
Government would have perished. In the chaotic clays pre­
ceding the fall of Sumter when States were falling from 
the Union like stars from the sky, President Buchanan de­
clared that he was the last president the United States 
would ever have. Had the South prevailed in the contest 
at arms, the American States would have been relegated 
to the status of Balkan States. 

With the North failing there would have been two na­
tions: the United States of America and the Confederate 
States of America. Then as the South rebelled against the 
North, the West in time would have rebelled against the 
East, and ·we would . then have had the nation quartered 
into the United States of the East, the United States of 
the West, the Confederate States of the East and the Con­
federate States of the West. And once the process of dis­
integration had gained momentum, we probably would· 
have had still further divisions: the Gulf States would have 
desired to be a separate nation, so also the New England 
States, the Pacific States, the Rocky Mountain States and 
rn on, until what was once a glorious family of dignified 
Commonwealths would have degenerated into a conglom­
eration of jealous, bickering and eternally fighting hetero­
geneous units. 

And as in union there is strength, so in disunion there 
is weakness. This would have served as an invitation for 
European rulers to send their armies here on subjugating 
expeditions. And this is not mere fantasy. During the 
Civil War Napleon III sent an army to Mexico and there 
erected a throne for Maximilian. Immediately following 
the Civil War the United States sent an army to the Rio 
Grande and the French forces withdrew. If the Civil War 
had ended disastrously for the North, it is not unreasonable 
to suppose that, drunk with the success of the M•~xican 
Expedition, the Napoleonic forces would have turned north 
and attempted to take over what had been theirs just be­
fore the days of Napoleon I. None of the other nations of 
Europe reverenced America to the extent that they would 
not glady have approved of an American invasion. 

Thus, the winning of the Civil War did not mean only 
the emancipation of the slaves; it meant the emancipation 
for all time of America from Europe. And Abraham Lin­
coln was the superb figure, the transcendentally wise 
leader, the unparalleled statesman who preserved the 
Union, saved America and put into the skies of national 
perpetuity the eternal constellation of 48 stars that wm 
shed its luster of enli_ · tened justice over the civilized 
world for all time. 

But today as I regard this House in nostalgic reverie I 

like to recall Abraham Lincoln not as the president, not as 
1.he commander-in-chief of invincible armies, but as the 
member of a legislature. In the apotheosis of his genius 
'Ne today see a towering figure above us, a figure of propor­
tions that no human being can parallel him, but there y,-as 
a time when he was a legislator as you are legislators. 
There was a day when he answered roll calls, made mo­
tions, debated, sat at committee meetings, attended night 
sessions. 

The capital of Illinois when Lincoln was first elected to 
the Legislature was in Vandalia. The capitol building was 
nothing like this structure, It was made of brick, the walls 
bulged, the plaster fell from the ceiling and dilapidation 
was conspicuous and menacing. Illumination was by candle 
light. Compare that building and its accommodations, or 
lack of them, with this commodious, magnificent, palatial 
structure, its brilliant, majestic chandeliers, its comfortable 
upholstery, its thickly carpeted floors and we may not 
feel so sorry for ourselves at the expenditure of any unusual 
energy required in the manning of the legislative machinery. 

As a legislator Abraham Lincoln received $3.00 a clay 
pay with privileges of ink, quills and stationery. He was 
rarely absent and never missed a roll call. Only once was 
there a substantial absence-and even when he returned 
there was spiritual absence although a physical presence. 
That was during the period of the greatest personal tragedy 
in his life-the death of Ann Rutledge. On days that the 
rain poured or the snow fell he was heard to mutter: "I 
cannot bear to think of the rain and storm beating upon 
her grave." 

In Lincoln's second session he became the floor leader 
of his party and had the Whig party held the majority he 
would have been the Speaker of the House. 

Those who think of Lincoln as a very mild, constantly 
forbearing man, humble to tho:~ point of cringing timidity 
entirely mistake the man. That he was modest and con­
siderate, that he was entirely devoid of selfishne&s and 
egotism, cannot be gainsaid, but nothing could be further 
from fact than to assume that he was servile and suhmis­
sive. Lincoln was a crusader, and a crusader does not 
travel about with stooped shoulders and a blushing coun­
tenance asking for the privilege to live. 

Listen to this speech in the House of Representatives 
when an attempt was being made to have him vote for a 
measure he condemned on principle even though by voting 
for it he might further his own cause on some other measure. 

"You may burn my body to 2shes," Lincoln declared, his 
voice ringing in that tumble-down building, "and .·watter 
them to the winds of heaven; you may drag my soul down 
to the regions of darkness and despair to be tormt'nted 
forever; but you will never get me to support a measure 
which I believe to be wrong, although by doing so l may 
accomplish that which I believe to be right." 

Nothing cringing about that. 
The old state house being about to fall, a new structure 

was erected at a cost, according to the House Journal of 
1836, of $16,378.220, of which $5550 was paid by the state 
officers out of the contingent fend, $450 by individual sub­
scriptions, leaving $10,378.220 unpaid. You would think 
that someone might have at least paid the half cent to make 
the bookkeeping easier, 

Here are some odd facts abc,ut the Illinois Legislature of 
Lincoln's clays which you might find interesting. Of the 
more than 100 legislative members of the House and Senate, 
not one had been born in Illinois. This was true a;:,o of 
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the members of the Supreme Court. Thos. C. Brown of the 
Supreme Court is referred to in Beveridge's Life of Lin-· 
coln as a judge "who never refused nor offered a drink." 
James Shields, state senator in Illinois, later brccime a 
senator of the United States from three different states 

In the House with Lincoln sat the man who was his most 
formidable adversary in debate, who was to become ci rival 
for the hand of his wife, an opponent for a seat 'ri tht: 
United States Senate and his adversary for the Presidency 
of the United States--Stephen A. Douglas. 

There was seriousness in that Legislature. Grave prob­
lems were being resolved, a great commonwealth was in 
the making, a greater nation. of which it was a part. was 
being formed. But the members were not always serious. 
At times they were very convivial and now and !hen a 
member was too drunk to debate well. A tavern close to 
the capitol advertised tliat it was ready to serve to the 
members of the Legislature at any hour of the day or night 
"Fried ham, turkeys. grouse, or prairie chicken, partridges, 
venison, pigs' feet, tripe, sausages, oysters, mackerel, her­
ring and crackers: Coffee, tea, and soups togeth0~r with 
many other nicknames unmc:ntionable: hot punch, egg 
nogg, etc., at any time: all of which will be afforded with 
great goodwill and on the most accommodating terms. They 
have also on hand and for sale B2st teas, loaf and brown 
sugars, tobacco, oranges, lemons, figs, lobsters, olives, ;nush­
rooms, walnut and tomato pickles, ketchups, roclwlle, 
cherry, champaigne, cognacs, peach, American and other 
brandies; claret, teneriffe, sherry. dry, brown, porL, rnaL:ig<J 
and madeira wines; Sridlitz and Soda Powd::r~; Fire 
crackers, etc., etc." 

On Decembrr 2, 1840, Lincoln introduced and obtained 
the passage of a resolution which became the foundation 
of the present school system in Illinois. It provided foi' the 
examination of persons offering themselves as school 
teachers; it made of education a system, and took 1t out 
of the realm of chance and favor. 

He was one of the very first of public men to announce 
for woman suffrage. 

In 1837, more through the efforts of Lincoln than any 
other single legislator, the capitol of Illinois was moved 
to Springfield and Lincoln took up residence in that metro­
polis of 1500 souls. The population of Vandalia bad been 
flOO, including the children. 

In Springfield until the new capitol building was erected 
the legislature was housed ecclesiastically. The House held 
its sessions in the Second Presbyterian Church, the ~)enatr 
met in the Methodist Church, while the Suprenie Court 
sat in the Episcopal Church. 

One who studies Lincoln's career in the Illinois Ll~gisla­
ture can come to but one conclusion and that is that he was 
a statesman long before he bernme president. It had been 
the custom of biographrrs and eulogists to write down 
Lincoln's early days and to iJJcture him as a coarse, ill­
educated, uncultered man thrown by the rarest chanc1' into 
the highest office ir the land and that, there, through the 
expansiveness of his soul ne developed overnig,1t the 
genius of statecraft. This is all wrong. It was the years 
of srasoning, the grappling with the problems of thr r.umul­
tous, pioneering people growing into the Commonwealth 
of Illinois which prepared him for the task of carrying 1.lw 
destinies of the people of the great Commonwealth of the 
United States. Allowing for bis friendly manner anct for 
ii. certain physical Rwkardness I am ready to say that with 
the exception of Thomas Jefferson a no more truly ed u;,;a ted 

and cultured man of soul and intellect ever entered the 
Whitt? House than Abraham Lincoln. 

Lincoln was strictly honest with himself. In a speech 
in the Legislature he condrmned politicians, saying that 
they are "a set of men who have interests aside from the 
interrsts of the people, and who, to say the most of them, 
are, taken as a mass, at least une long s1::p removed from 
honrst men." And then he addrc1 1 · he meant nothing 
)Jrrsonal, since he was a politicia ,; ~mself. 

It was during the days of his ]~:.;dative career that Lin­
coln faced the most difficuH problem of his private life. 

On January 1, 1841. the House of Representatives met in 
session. At his place sat Abraham Lincoln. Rather the man 
sitting there looked like Abraham Lincoln. Tall, slender, 
black haired, bettle browcd. But the expression in the face 
of this man was not that of the legislator from Sangnmon 
County. The eyes were not the eyes of the man who had 
battlrd for the Internal Improvemrnt Bill, who had fought 
against tampering with the judiciary, who had skillfully 
maneuverrd through both houses the bill transforring the 
capitol from Vandalia to Sprmgfield. This was but the 
shell of that man. The face was but the mask of Abroham 
Lincoln. There was no spirit in that mask, no soul in that 
shclL no sparkle in those ryes. 

A debate sprang up. The Whigs and the Democrats were 
at swords points on a highly cuntroversial bilL The Whigs 
looked to Lincoln for guidance. He merely sat. He gianced 
neither to the right nor to the left. The members now 
forgot him, he was but a carved figure on one of the benches. 
Thr debate became a storm. Roll calls pattered lik2 hail 
in a \Vind. The light in Abraham Lincoln's eyes vr,o, still 
subdued; it did not even flicker in the gale of the vocal 
cyclone raging about him. 

In another section of thr City of Springfield a young 
lady waited by a floral ctltar. Sbr wore a bridal gown, Her 
lips muttered: "Abraham." A minister stood by. Several 
relatives waited with her. Anxiously thry shot gl<mces 
out into the street for a familiar, tall, ungainly form. But 
the familiar awkward footstefJS did not fall to disturb the 
snow flakes which orderly, systematically and harmoniously 
were weaving a carpet of white on the street and on the 
lawn. 

This was Abraham Lincoln's wedding day, but Abraham 
Lincoln was absent 

In the House of Representatives he was physically p1~es­
ent, but still absent. Thr fury of the drbate had subsided, 
the vote had been recordrd. The still figure stirred, «lowly 
rose and said: "Mr. Speaker, I move we adjourn." 

But the youth of Abraham Lincoln, the spontaneous 
cheer of Abraham Lincoln had adjourned at the begin­
ning of that day. He had made a promise and failed to 
keep it. He had pkdged to marry a woman and now 
he knew he did not love her. His heart was there on 
tl~e banks of the Sangamon River with Ann Rutledge. 
He could not be d hypocrite. Hr could not marry Mary 
Todd and let her hrlieve he loved hrr when he knew he 
did not. Not long aftrr he wrotr a letter to his friend 
John T. Stuart in which he said: 'I am now the most 
miserable man living. If what I feel were equally dis­
tributed to the whole human family, there would not be 
one cheerful face on the earth. Whether I shall rver be 
better, I cannot tell; I awfully forbade I shall not. To 
remain as I am is impossible; I must die or be better, it 
appears to 111e." 

He wrote an article for the local newspaper entitled, 
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"Meditations on Suicide." The editor of the newspaper, 
"The Sagamon Journal," urged Lincoln into writing other 
articles seeing in this an outlet for his hypochondria. 
Lincoln acceded to the request. Essays, political articles, 
poems flowed from his pen. He decided to put his hand to 
literary cartoons. In lively satire he lampooned James 
Shields who was state auditor and who had issued an 
order that certain paper money of which the people had 
more than they had of silver or gold money, would not 
be taken by the state government for taxes. Shields bit­
terly resented the attack and challenged Lincoln to a duel. 
Lincoln accepted the challenge. It fitted into his mood 
perfectly. It even hestirred his humor which had lain 
dormant since the weddingless wedding day. Riding in a 
rowboat to the duelling ground Lincoln said he was re­
minded of the time a Kentuckian enlisted for the War of 
1812. The sweetheart of the soldier told him she was 
embroidering a bullet pouch and belt for him to wear in 
battle and she would stitch in the words, "Victory or 
Death." He asked her, "Ain't that rather too strong? Sup­
pose you put 'Victory or Be Crippled'!" 

Arrived at the duelling grounds cooler heads intervened 
between the antagonists, an amicable agreement was 
reached and the duel was called off. 

In November, 1842, Lincoln married Mary Todd. From 
that time on it would seem that melancholy became an 
i21delible part of his nature. Even after he achieved his 
highest ambition-he had become the President of the 
United States-he v ·ote: 

"I had my ambitions-yes-as every American boy 
worth his salt has. And I dared to dream this vision of 
the White House,-I, the humblest of the humble, born in 
a lowly pioneer's cabin in the woods of Kentucky. My 
dream came true, and where is its glory? Ashes and 
blood. I have lived with aching heart through it all and 
envied the dead their rest on the battlefields." 

This man of courageous heart and crusading spirit but 
of a gentle heart had been thrown into the cauldron of a 
civil war. This kind, tender, merciful man who could 
not bear to see a dumb beast suffer had become the head 
of a military machine which it became his duty to order 
out on to the field to kill and be killed. But the military 
machine was made up of boys. 

The Civil War was a war fought by youth. Over 
2,000,000 were under 21 years of age; a million not even 
18, 800,000 less than 17; 200,000 had not reached 16, while 
100,000 less than 15 years of age were standing on the 
battle lines under the Stars and Stripes. 

For Lincoln, the world of beauty, of unfailing loyalties, 
of harmony had fallen apart. The sympathies of Mary 
Todd Lincoln, the woman to whom he had pledged undy­
ing fealty and who had equally pledged herself to him, 
were with the South. Her husband commanded the army 
pitted against the army in which her two brothers were 
soldiers. The husband of her sister was a general in the 
Confederate Army. 

To whom could Lincoln turn for solace in the tidal 
flow of blood which was the Civil War? 

Secretary of War Stanton relates how after the sanguin­
ary Battle of Chancellorville with its frightful slaughter 
Lincoln, upon hearing the news, threw up his hands and 
exclaimed: "My God! Stanton, our cause is lost! We are 
ruined-we are ruined; and such a fearful loss of life! 

My God! this is more than I can endure!" He trembled, 
his face a ghastly hue, cold perspiration standing out on 
his brow. He paced the floor and then said: "If I am not 
about early tomorrow do not send for me, nor allow any 
one to disturb me Defeated again, an<l so many of our 
noble countrymen killed!" 

Lincoln had made up his mind that night to end his 
life, but as he strode down to the Potomac River, there 
to throw himself into the water, there came to his mind a 
speech which he had made in the Legislature 23 years 
before. "It may be true," he had said, "many free 
countries have lost their liberty, and ours may lose hers; 
but if she shall, be it my proudest plume, not that I W3S 

the last to desert, but that I never deserted her. . . . All 
may be swept away. Broken by it I, too, may be; bow to 
it I never will. Prospective defeat shall not deter me, 
If ever I feel the soul within me elevate and expand to 
those dimensions not wholly unworthy of its almighty 
Architect, it is when I contemplate the cause of my 
country, deserted by all the world beside, and I standing 
up boldly and alone, and hurling defiance at her victorious 
oppressors. Here, without contemplating consequences, 
before high heaven and in the face of the world, I .swear 
eternal fidelity to the just cause, as I deem it, of the land 
of my life, my liberty, and my love." 

Thus en that night in 1863, a cold rain dashing in his 
face, a pledge which he had registered over a score of 
years before in the halls of the Legislature but more ac­
curately in the chamber of his soul came back to save his 
life and save his country. 

It has been truly said of Lincoln that no American ever 
held more power and no one abused that power less, ex­
cept in behalf of mercy. An old man comes to Lincoln 
pleading for his son who has been courtmartialled to be 
shot for falling asleep while on sentinel duty. Lincoln 
writes out an order: "Job Smith is not to be shot uneil 
further orders from me-Abraham Lincoln." The old 
man expresses dis!ippointment: "But, Mr. President, you 
may order him to be shot next week." The President re­
joins: "My friend, I see you are not very well acquainted 
with me. If your son never dies till orders come from 
me to shoot him, he will live to be a great deal older than 
Methuselah." 

General Butler telegraphs Lincoln: "President Lincoln 
I pray you not to interfere with the courts-martial of the 
army. You will destroy all discipline among our soldiers." 

A congressman calls at the White House in the middle 
of the night. He fears the President will be angry at 
his being disturbed at this late hour. He sees the Presi­
dent and says: "I am sorry I must disturb you. This 
young soldier," proferring his name and regiment, "1s 
sentenced to be shot tomorrow morning!" "Well," drawls 
the President, "I do not believe that shooting will do him 
any good. Here let me telegraph a reprieve and then we'll 
see what it is all about." 

His intimate friend Joshua Speed, witnessing one of 
these scenes of supplications of mercy, protests to Lincoln 
that he is y1earing himself out. 

"Yes, you are to a certain degree right," Lincoln agrees, 
"I ought not to undergo what I so often do. I am very 
unwell now; my feet and hands of late seem to be always 
cold, and I ought perhaps to be in bed; but things of the 
sort you have seen don't hurt me, to tell you the truth, 
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that ~ene is the only thing today that has made me forget you from the grief of a loss so overwhelming. But I 
my condition or given me any pleasure. . . . Speed, die cannot refrain from tendering to you the consolation that 
when I may, I want it said of me by those who know me may be found in the thanks of the Republic they died to 
best, that I always plucked a thistle and planted a flower save. I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the 
when I thought a flower would grow." anguish of your bereavement, and leave you only the 

On November 19, 1939, it was my great honor to stand cherished memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn 
in the Gettysburg Cemetery and there repeat the Gettys- pride that must be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice 
burg Address 76 years after its original delivery. I stood ! upon the altar of freedom. 
on the very spot hallowed by the steps of the Great Yours very sincerely and respectfully, 
Emancipator at the time of the dedication of the cemetery. A. Lincoln" 
No single event reveals Abraham Lincoln more than that 
Gettysburg Address. 

Libraries have been filled with books, articles and 
stories on this speech. Historians, statesmen, authors, 
playwrights, rhetoricians, and professors of English have 
analyzed, scrutinized, dissected and X-rayed the 266 word 
utterance. They have examined, fathomed and probed its 
every word, syllable, semi-colon and comma. They have 
ascribed to it literary, poetic, political, governmental, 
sectional and partisan significance. They have read Lin­
coln's mind in its preparation and delivery. But most of 
them have overlooked the one simple obvious fact, and 
that is that the speech was delivered in a cemetery about a 
cemetery; it was delivered in a graveyard, in a burial 
place of the dead. 

What was Lincoln thinking of when he spoke at Gettys­
burg? He was thinking of the dead, of those young men 
in the ground; of those bodies mutilated and torn mixing 
with the cold damp clods of the earth; he was thinking 
of mothers that would wait in vain for the song of a 
footstep whose music had died away for all time among 
those hills and valleys of Pennsylvania. 

To the generals the Battle of Gettysburg was a gigantic 
game of chess, a superb contest of strategy; to statesmen 
it was a victory or defeat of some policy or course of 
political action. To Lincoln Gettysburg was a cemetery. 
To him the ceremonies on November 19, 1863, were not 
a band-playing, flag-waving celebration of victory, because 
in death there is no victory. Death is the supreme pathos, 
the ultimate in grief and sorrow. And if death be pre­
mature, divine Justice demands a reason. And in the 
depths of the wells of human sympathy Lincoln was seek­
ing the reason as to why these thousands of boys had been 
slain and their bodies .stored away in the clay and the 
mud of those Pennsylvania hills. 

The key to the spirit of the Gettysburg Address is found 
in the letter written by Lincoln to Mrs. Bixby on learning 
that her five sons had been killed in battle. Her five 
boys-five young trees which supplied the sweetest fruits 
of companionship, love, joy and honor. These five trees 
were felled by the lightning blast of war; and that orchard 
of love and comfort became a bare spot of desolation and 
loneliness. I can picture Lincoln and the piercing agony 
in his soul as he dwells on this heart-shattering tragedy. 
As he paces the floor, there forms in his mind the letter 
we all know: 

"Dear Madam: 

I have been shown in the files of the' War Department a 
statement of the Adjutant General of Massachusetts that 
you are the mother of five sons who have died gloriously 
on the field of battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must 
be any words of mine which should attemnt to bee:uile 

Equally I can visualize Lincoln there on the platform 
at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863. He is looking out 
not at the 15,00G spectators, he is listening not to the 
martial airs of the bands nor to the polished utterances of 
the official orator, Edward Everett. He is looking out 
into the thousands of homes that have an empty chair, 
an empty bed and an empty heart. He sees the cradle in 
which the child had played, the fields in which the boy 
had worked, and the gate through which the youth passed 
on his way to war. And now he sees that lad's mother 
standing by that gate staring down the road knowing that 
its dust will never again be kicked into jolly clouds by 
the feet of her boy; she knows that the hinges of that 
gate will never again merrily laugh a welcome to her 
son. That son, slashed with sword and bayonet and 
weighted with lead and shrapnel lies there in the ground 
at Lincoln's feet. 

On the platform Lincoln, with hat over his eyes, sits 
in melancholic reverie. Suddenly he is startled to hear 
the chairman announce: "The President of the United 
States." Confusedly he stands up and shuffles to the front 
of the platform. He sees no audience, there is no cere­
mony, he sees only these boys in the ground and their 
mothers at home; and in his anguished soul he seeks to 
resolve the night of sadness into the star of hope. J:-Ie 
looks out at the horizon which is the finger of God writing 
in the skies, and from his lips there fall these words: 

"Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought 
forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in 
liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 
testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived 
and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a 
great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate 
a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who 
here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is 
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But 
in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, 
we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and 
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above 
our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 
note, nor long remember, what we say here; but it can 
never forget what they did here. It is for us, the living 
rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which 
they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. 
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the gre8t task 
remaining before us, that from these honored dead we 
take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here 
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in 
vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth 
of freedom, and that government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth." 
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Selections by Lincoln University Glee Club. 
Mr. SHEPARD. The Chair presents Mr. Albert L. 

O'CONNOR of Cambria County. 
Mr. O'CONNOR. Mr. Chairman, Your Honor Judge 

Masmanno, on behalf of the Chairman and Members of 
the Committee of thi: Lincoln's Memorial Service on be­
half of the Members of the House of Represent~tives of 
the State of Pennsylvania and on behalf of the other 
ladies and gentlemen here present, I extend to you our 
.sincere thanks and gratitude for your kindness in being 
here today and delivering your eloquent and inspiring 
address on Abraham Lincoln. 

To the authorities of Lincoln University and to the 
members of the Lincoln University Glee Club I extend 
similar thanks for making this celebration a memorable 
event. 

Mr. SHEP ARD. This brings to a close the ceremonies 
and I thank the Speaker for permitting us the privilege 
of conducting this celebration. 

AFTER RECESS 

The SPEAKER. The time of recess having expired 
the House will be in order. 

The SPEAKER (Elmer Kilroy) in the '..:'.hair. 

PERMISSION GRANTED COMMITTEE TO MEET 
DURING SESSION 

Mr. READINGER asked and obtained permission for 
the Committee on State Government to meet during the 
session of the House. 

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFEI\RED 

By Mr. KLINE. HOUSE BILL No. 358. 

To further amend clauses three and four . and subsec­
tion (b) of section 913 of the act approved the third day 
of June, one thousand. nine ~undred thirty-seven, (Pam­
phlet ~aws 1333), entitled, 'An act concerning elections 
mcludmg general, municipal, special and primary elec~ 
t'.ons, the nommation o~ candidates, primary and elec­
tion expenses _and election contests: creating and defin­
mg. membership of county boards of elections: imoosing 
duties upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, 
cou~ty boards of elections, county commissioners; im­
posing penalties foi: violation of the act, and codifying, 
rev1s111g and c~nsohdatu:g the laws relating thereto; and 
r~pealmg cert?-111 acts and parts of acts relating to elec­
tions;" by fixmg the fee for filing nomination petitions 
for the office of jury commissioner. 

Referred to the Committee on Elections. 

By Mr. MAXWELL. HOUSE BILL No. 359. 

.. Requiring life insurance companies to deposit secur-
1t~es with the Insurance Department to secure payment 
o.t the cash ?urrender va~ue of all policies insuring the 
lives of residents of this Commonwealth; authorizing 
payment of such cash surrender values therefrom in cer­
tam cases; and forfeiting the right to do business in this 
Commonwealth for failure to comply with this act. 

Referred to the Committee on Insurance. 

By Mr. McINTOSH. HOUSE BILL No. 360. 

. To further amend section six hundred and twenty­
mne of the act, approved the eighteenth day of May 
one th,?usand nine hundred and eleven (P. L: 309), en~ 
titled An act to establish a public school system in the 
C_ommonwealtp. o~ Pennsylvania., ~ogether with the pro­
vis10ns by which it shall be admm1stered, and prescribing 

penalties for the violation thereof; providing revenue to 
establish and maintain the same, and the method of col­
lecting such revenue; and repealing all laws .:;eneral, 
special or local, or any parts thereof, that are or may be 
inconsistent therewith," by providing for suitable pupil 
ceremonies affirming and developing allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of America. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

By Mr. DAVID P. REESE, JR. 
HOUSE BILL No. 361. 

Making an appropriation to the City of Harrisburg to 
compensate for the extra police protection afforded bv 
the Harrisburg police force for the prooerties and activ­
ities of the Comomnwealth within the Capitol City. 

Referred to the Committee on Appropriatio'ns. 

By Messrs. BAKER and HEATHERINGTON. 
HOUSE BILL No. 362. 

An Act relating to hockey on Sunday; prohibiting 
hockey on Sunday unless the electors of a municipality 
01 townships are i;~ favor of the same, and requiring 
certain cases that a license has first been secured from 
the municipal authorities; providing for referendums to 
ascertain the will of the electors, and for the enaetment 
and repeal of ordinances and resolutions in accordance 
therewith; providin_g penalties, and repealing inconsistent 
laws. 

Referred to the Committee on Law and Order. 

By Mr. REGAN. HOUSE BILL No. 363. 

An Act to amend section four of the act, approved the 
first day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty­
seven (P. L. 1132). entitled "An act to provide for the 
permanent personal reg;stration of electors in cities of 
the second class A as a condition of their right to vote 
at eledions and primaries, and their enrollment as mem­
bers of political parties as a further condition of their 
right to vote at primaries; prescribing certain procedure 
for the conduct of elections and primaries and the chal­
lenge and proof of qual.ifications of electors; and pl 2-
scribing the powers and duties of citizens, parties, polit­
ical bodies, registratior1 commissions. commissioners, 
registrars, inspectors of registration and other appointees 
of registration commissions, county election board, ele0-· 
tion officers, municipal officers, departments and bureau.;:., 
police officers, courts, judges, prothonotaries, sheriffs, 
county commissioners, peace officers. county treasurers. 
county controllers, registrars of vital statistics, certain 
public utility cori:;orations, real estate brokers, rental 
agents, and boards of school directors; and imposing 
penalties," by providing for the election of members of 
the registration commission, and the removal from office 
of the existing memhers of the registration commission. 

Referred to the Committee on Elections. 

By Messrs. HEATHERINGTON and MORAN. 
HOUSE BILL No. 364. 

An Act to amenr' the act approved the twenty-first 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine 
(P. L. 566), entitled "A supplement to the act, approve(! 
the second day of June, one thousand nine hundred and 
fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred thirty-six), en­
titled, as amended 'An act definin.e: the liability of an em­
ployer to pay damages for injuries received by an cm­
ploye in the course of employment: establishing an elec­
tive schedule of compensation; providing procedure for 
the determination 'lf liability and comnensation there­
under; and prescribin~ penalties,' as reenacted and 
amended, providing for the payment of compensation to 
volunteer firemen or their dependents," amplifyin,g the 
provisions thereof as tc persons entitled to such pay­
ments. 

Referred to the Committee on Workmens Compensa­
tion. 
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By Mr. REUBEN E. COHEN. HOUSE BILL No. 365. assistance; making appropriations; and providing for a 
referendum to the electors. 

To further amend section one of the act approved the 
ninth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and nine­
teen (P. L. 794), entitled, "An act providing that estates 
in buildings, ground, books, curios, pictures, statuary and 
other W?rks of art, passing by will to any municipality, 
corporat10n, or unincorporated body, for free exhibition 
within Pennsylvania, shall not be' subject to collateral 
inheritance tax, and, in certain instances, the date when 
such .tax shall become due," providing for additional ex­
empt10ns and for exemptions from collateral inheritance 
and transfer taxes; and extending the provisions of said 
act to property, money and funds, passing before or after 
the effective da.te o · this act, including property, money 
and funds passmg to any public educational institution, 
museum or gallery of art of or under control of and 
wholly or partially maintained or supported by the Fed-
eral Government. · 

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Special. 

By Mr. HEATHERINGTON. HOUSE BILL No. 366. 

To add clause seven to subseetion (b), and to further 
amend subsection ( c) of section one thousand two of the 
act, approved the first day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-nine (P. L. 905), entitled, "An act 
for the protection of the public safety; regulating the use 
of highways, and the operation of vehicles, tractors, street 
cars, trackless trolley omnibuses, bicycles, pedestrians, and 
the riding of animals upon the highways of this Com­
monwealth; providing for the titling, including liens, en­
cumbrances, and legal claims; registration of certain ve­
hicles and licensing the operators thereof, upon payment 
of prescribed fees; prescribing and limiting the powers 
of local authorities to deal with the subject matter of this 
act; conferring powers and imposing duties upon the De­
partment of Revenue, the Depa1:tment of Highways, peace 
officers, mayors, burgesses, magistrates, aldermen, justices 
of the . peace, the courts and the clerks thereof, owners 
of vehic!es_. and garage keepers; providing that records 
a_re adn:11ss1ble as evidence; imposing upon owners, coun­
ties, cities, boroughs, mc:orporated towns, townships, with­
m the Commoinyealth, habihty for damages caused by the 
ne/:ihger:t operation of their motor vehicles: imposing pen­
alties; imposu:g; certa111 costs UJ?On counties; providing 
for the dispositwn of fines, forfeitures fees and miscel-
1.aneous receipts; making an appropriation and providing 
~or refunds," changing the provisions of said act relat­
il'!g to the speed of such vehicles vvhile being operated on 
h~ghways u'.1d~r the supervision and control of a Turn­
pike Commisswn. 

Referred to the Committee on Motor Vehicles. 

By Messrs. BAKER and HEATHERINGTON. 
HOUSE BILL No. 367. 

Legalizing the operation of bowling alleys and par­
ticipation in the sport of bowling on Sunday.' 

Referred to the Committee on Law and Order. 

By Mr. CORRIGAN. HOUSE BILL No. 368. 

An Act to amend section two of article five of the act, 
approved the twenty-fifth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and nineteen (P. L. 581), entitled "An act for 
the better government of cities of the first class of this 
Commonwealth," by classifying all firemen, fire alarm 
operators and officers of the- fire department for the pur­
pose of fixing minimum salaries for such classifications, 
and setting up minimum salaries for such classifications. 

Referred to the Committee on Cities-First Class. 

By Mr. FALKENSTEIN. HOUSE BILL No. 369. 

An Act creating a State Lottery Commission; providing 
for the conducting of, and legalizing lotteries by the Stat2 
subject to <ipproval of the elect0rs, and dedicating the net 
revenue received therefrom to the payment of old a£e 

Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DOLON. HOUSE BILL No. 370. 

An Act to amend section nine hundred and fifty-four 
of the act approved the twenty-fourth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine, (P. L. 872) en· 
titled "An act to consolidate, amend and revise the penal 
laws of the Commonwealth" by providing that said sec· 
tion shall be inapplicable to persons hunting or fishing 
under the authority of duly issued hunting or fishing 
license. 

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Special. 

B¥ Messrs. D'ORTONA and TATE. House Bill No. 371. 

An Act making an appropriation to the Department .;f 
Forests and Waters for the use of the Valley Forge Park 
Commission in payinent of lands acquired by condemna­
tion. 

Referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. CORDIER. HOUSE BILL No. 372. 

An Act to further amend section 4 of the act approved 
the twenty-eighth day of June, ~me t~.ausand nine .lmn­
dred thirty-five, (P. L. 463) entilted, J\n act pro.v1dmg, 
for a limited period of .time, f?r the .mc~rporat10n,, <:S 
bodies corporate and politic, 0£ .f>.uthonties. for rnumci­
palities· defining the same; prescnbmg the nghts, powers, 
and duties of su~h Authorities; authorizing such authorities 
to acquire, construct, improve, maintain, and operate pro­
jects, and to borrow money and issue bonds ther.efor; 
providing for the payment of such bonds, aJ'!d prescnbmg 
the ricrhts of the holders thereof; conferring the nght 
of emi~1ent domain on such Authorities; authorizing such 
Authorities to enter into contracts with and to accept 
grants from the Federal Government or any agency there­
of; and for other purposes;" by requiring the consen~ of 
the electors before an authority is created or authorized 
to construct, acquire or lease certain projects. 

Referred to the Committee on Municipal Corporations. 

By Mr. HARKINS. HOUSE BILL No. 373. 

An Act to further amend the penalty clause of section 
nine hundred and three of the act approved the first day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
(P. L. 905), entitled "An act for the protect10n of the 
public safety; regulating the use of highways, and the 
operation of vehicles, tractor~, street cars, tr~c~less trollt;Y 
omnibuses, bicycles, pedestnans, and the ndmg of am­
mals upon the highways of this Commonwealth; provid­
ing for the titlfr,g, including liens, encumbrances, and 
legal claims; registration of certain vehicles and. licensing 
the operators thereof, upon payment of prescribed fees; 
prescribing and limiting the powers of local authorities 
to deal with the subject matter of this act; conferring 
powers and imposing duties upon the Depai:tment of 
Revenue, the Department of Highways, peace officers, 
mayors, burgesses, magistrates, aldermen, justices of the 
peace, the courts and the clerks thereof, owners of ve­
hicles, and garage keepers; providing that records are 
admissible as evider.ce: imposing upon owners, counties, 
cities, boroughs. incorporated towns. townships. within 
the Comonwealth, liability for damages caused by the 
negligent operation of their motor vehicles; imposing pen­
alties; imposing certain costs upon counties; providing for 
the disposition of fines, forefeitures, fees, and miscellan­
eous receipts; making an appropriation and providing for 
refunds," in certain cases making the owner liable, and 
exempting from liability the operator, for violations of 
the said act relative to overweight vehicles on the high~ 
ways. 

Referred to the Committee on Motor Vehicles. 
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By Mr. BROWN. HOUSE BILL No. 374. 

An Act to add clause (e) to section four of the act, ap­
proved the second day of July, one thousand nine hun­
dred and thirty-five (P. L. 540), entitled "An act defining 
the term 'fiduciary'; prescribing the nature and kind of 
investments which may be made by such fiduciaries: vaii­
dating certain investments heretofore made by such fidu­
ciaries; and repealing acts and parts of acts· inconsistent 
herewith," by permitting fiduciaries holding mortgages tu 
accept deeds in lieu of foreclosures; and prescribing the 
effect thereof, 

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary General. 

By Mr. BROWN. HOUSE BILL No. 375. 

An Act authorizing individual co-fiduciaries in certain 
cases to consent to investments in common trust funds and 
validating consents heretofore given. 

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary General. 

By Mr. Messrs. McLANE and KNOBLE. 
HOUSE BILL No. 376. 

An Act to amend paragraph (a) of section eight hun­
dred and sixty-five of the act, approved the twenty-fourth 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine 
(P. L. 872), entitled "An act to consolidate, amend and 
revise the penal law;:; of the Commonwealth," by prohibit­
ing the sale of lubricating oil which has been used and 
re-refined unless such oil is clearly so labeled. 

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Special. 

By Mr. YEAKEL. HOUSE BILL No. 377. 

An Act making an apropriation to the National Farm 
School, at Doylestown, Pennsylvania. 

Referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

RESOLuTIONS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

By Mr. NAGEL (Concurrent) RESOLUTION No. 23. 

In the House of Representatives, February 12, 1941. 
Whereas, It appears that certain corporations chartered 

by the Government of the United States, or by the several 
states and having their main places of business within the 
United States, have entered into secret agreements with 
corporations and individuals outside the United States and 
with foreign governments ostensibly for the purpose of 
curtailing production and the maintenance of exorbinant 
prices and monopolies; and 

Whereas, Such practice is contrary to the welfare and 
best interests of the citizens of the United States and the 
several states, and has seriously imueded the program of 
our national defense: therefore be it 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur), That the Congress of 
the United States be memorialized to compel, by proper 
congressional action, all American corp.orations to file 
copies of all agreements made by them with foreign in­
dividuals, corporations and governments, in the Federal 
Department of State and the Federal Department of Com­
merce and with the Departments of State of all states in 
which they make contributions for unemployment com­
pensation, and to require that all such agreements shall 
be open at all reasonable times for public inspection, and 
that adequate penalties be provided for the violation of 
such requirements; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted 
by the Chief Clerk .of the House to the President of the 
United States, the presiding officers of each House of 
Congress and to each United States Senator and Congress­
man from Pennsylvania. 

Referred to the Committee on Rules. 

By Messrs. BENTZEL and MOUL RESOLUTION No. 21. 

In the House of Representatives, February 12, 1941. 
Whereas, The General Assembly by Act No. 4, approved 

May 16, 1940, transfererd certain moneys from the Fire 
Insurance Tax Fund to the General Fund· and 

Whereas, Under the provisions of the act aforesaid, the 
F'ire Insurance Tax Fund was to be reimbursed not later 
than June 30, 1941; and 

Whereas, Legislation has been introduced to prevent 
further transfer of moneys collected and deposited in the 
Fire Insurance Tax Fund to the General Fund; and 

Whe1'eas, These funds can now be used for the benefit 
and relief of all firemen and volunteer firemen in the Com· 
monwealth of Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, Retaining such unexpended funds in the said 
Fire Insurance Tax Fund would be consistent with the 

.best public policy of the Commonwealth: therefore be it 
Resolved, That the House of Representatives request the 

Governor to refrain from making any expenditure of the 
funds now deposited in the Fire Insurance Tax Fund until 
legislation accomplishing this purpose is enacted by the 
General Assembly. 

Referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

CO:.\L\fUNICATION 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following com­
munication. 

VETERAN CREDITS 

A communication from the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Department of Pennsylvania, in answer to a public ad· 
dress by Howard L. Russell, Secretary of Public Assist­
ance and requesting that he be required to appear before 
a committee to investigate statements made by him. 

Referred to the Committee on Welfare. 

L.E/\ VE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted 
as follows: 

Mr. Falkenstein for Mr. SAMUEL ROSE for the re­
mainder of the week on account of death in the family. 

Mr. Shepard for Mr. FINNERTY on account of illness. 
Mr. Leisey for Mr. GYGER and Mr. RANK for today's 

session. 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 

Mr. MARSHALL M. COHEN, from the Committee on 
Judiciary General, reported as amended, House Bill No. 
11, entitled: 

An Act to create a uniform and exclusive system for 
lhe administration cf parole in this Commonwealth; es­
tablishing the "Pennsy Jvania Board of Parole"; confer­
ring and defining its jurisdiction, duties, powers and func­
tions, including the supervision of persons placed upon 
probation in certain designated cases; providing for the 
method of appointment of its members; regulating the 
appointment. removal and discharge of its officers, clerks 
and employees: dividing the Commonwealth into admi11-
istrative districts for purposes of parole; fixing the sal• 
aries of members of the board and of certain other offi­
cers and employees thereof: making violations of certain 
provisions of this act misdemeanors: providing penalties 
therefor and for other cognate purposes; and making an 
appropriation. 

BILL ON FIRST REAGIKG 

Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the first reading and consider&• 

tion of House Bill No. 152, entitled: 
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An Act to amend section one of the act, approved the 
thirteenth day .of May; one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws nine hundred eighty-four) 
entitled "An act relating to transactions between a person 
acting on his own behalf and the same person acting 
jointly with others, and to make uniform the law relatmg 
thereto," by authorizing conveyances from either hi;1sband 
or wife to husband and wife as tenants by the entireties. 

And said bill having been read at length the first time, 
Ordered, T.o be laid aside for second reading. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 

Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the second reading and con­

sideration of House Bill No. 228, entitled: 

An Act to reenact and amend the title and the act, ap­
proved the fourteenth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-five (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred 
forty-one), entitled, as amended, "An act to provide reve­
nue by imposing a State tax upon sales of cigarettes by 
dealers as herein defined: requiring persons engaged in the 
sale of cigaretttes at wholsesale and retail to secure per­
mits; prescribing the method and manner of collectin;; such 
tax; conferring powers and imposing duties on the Depa;-t­
ment of Revenue, and pers.ons, as herein defined, engagl'd 
in the sale of cigarettes at retail or wholesale; and provid­
ing penalties," as previously reenacted and amended, by 
extending the provisions of the act for a further limited 
period of time. 

The first section was read by the Clerk. 
On the question, 
Will the House agree to the section? 
Mr. WINNER. Mr. Speaker, I desire t.o offer the follow· 

ing amendments. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the amendments. 

Ai\fENDMENTS LAID ON TABLE 

Mr. WINNER. Mr. Speaker, I move that the amend-
ments offered by me be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
On the question recurring, 
Will the House flgree to the section? 
It was agreed to. 
The second section and title were separately read and 

agreed to. 
And said bill having been read at length the second time 

and. agreed to. 
Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

AMENDMENTS TAKEN FROM TABLE 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
amendments offered by the gentleman from Montgomery, 
Mr. Winner, be taken from the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL RECO:'lf:\IITTED 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that House 
Bill No. 228, together with the amendments be recom­
mitted to the Committee on Ways and Means for the pur­
pose of further study. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, may I interrogate the 

gentleman from Monroe, Mr. Achterman. 
SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Monroe permit 

himself to be interrogated? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. I shall, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, I should like to know 

from the gentk,man whether he expects to make similar 
motions as to the other tax bills now on the calendar. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to know 

whether the gentleman is making the motion under the 
direction of the Ways and Means Committee; in .other 
words when the bills were reported out were they re­
ported out for two readings, or was there nothing said 
until now about the readings? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, as I understand, of 
course I didn't attend the meetings of the Ways and Means 
Committee, and second I don't know whether I would 
have been permitted to divulge that information had I 
done so. However, in as much as I did not attend the 
meeting, I do not believe there was discussion in the com­
mittee as to how long they should remain on the calendar 
or whether they should or should not be returned. My 
motion is made on behalf of our party. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, I want to continue the 
interrogation but as a comment on what has been said 
by the gentleman from Monroe, I would just like to state 
that the point I was trying to bring out, as he well knows, 
the Committee usually reports all bills brought out for 
two rc~adings with the understanding in the Committee 
that they be returned at that time. 

I was just trying to find out if that was the case in 
this instance, and whether anything was said in Com­
mittee about the readings and whether this motion is 
made at the direction of the Ways and Means Committee. 

I would like to interrogate further, and ask the gentle· 
man whether it was the intention of the party at the time 
the bills were reported out that they be returned after 
two readings? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we merely wished to 
report the bills out for the purpose of calling to the pub· 
lic's attention that the tax measures have been intro­
duced. We are interested, of course, in getting the 
public's reaction to the tax measures as introduced, and 
the procedure that we are following now is a very, very 
common procedure that has been followed in this House 
for many years, of reporting legislation, subsequently 
re-committing it and giving the publi<; an opportunity 
of contacting the Legislature to express their opinion. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman has 
skirted the question very well without answering it. 
H he desires to refuse to answer it I wish that he would 
say that he refuses to answer, but I would like to know 
if it was the intention of the majority party of this 
House when the measure was reported out the Committee 
to re-commit it after two readings. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it was the intention 
of the majority party to have it reported out, with the 
thought in mind that we would learn what the public 
thinks about it. 

After all, we are interested in the opinion of the 
country. I trust that answers the gentleman's question. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to further 
interrogate the gentleman as to whether or not it is the 
result of the public's reaction that he is now sending 
it; back or whether it was originally his intention to 
send it back. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I realize that the 
gentleman would like to answer questions as well ".\S 
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ask them. However, may I again repeat that we are fol­
lowing a procedure that has been common in this house 
of reporting legislation out, returning it to committee, 
and giving, of course, the public an ample opportunity 
to express themselves to us. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman were 
in court I would ask the Judge to require him to answer 
the question yes or no and then explain, but inasmuch 
as the gentleman is not in court I cannot do that. I 
would suggest, however, that the gentleman do answer 
yes or no and then explain. I will still ask him whether 
or not he will answer my question and then explain or 
whether he still :refuses to answer the question. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, do I understand that 
the gentleman wants me to answer yes or no'/ If he 
does I can say "yes or no." 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, I think we all under­
stand now that th2 gentleman does not desire to answer 
the question that I put to him. I would like the gentle­
man to explain th2 reason for referring the bill back to 
the Committee at this time, if he will, please. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. I will be delighted to, Mr. Speaker. 
This motion, Mr. Speaker, and the motion I intend to 
make on the subsequent tax measures at first blus,-and 
I can understand that that possibly is the motivating rea­
son for the questions by the gentleman from Dauphin,­
since they are tax measures that we all know and as the 
gentleman knows have been the law of this state for 
six years, and will undoubtedly be the law for two more 
years, even though they did say here two years ago 
that it would cease. You will say of course, "why return 
them for further study", but tax measures are a bit differ­
ent than an individual computing his income. We know 
reasonably well that these tax measures will yield. I 
think we can compute it safely, so that, as I stated before, 
perhaps there would be no reason for returning these 
amendments for study except that in this instance tax 
measures are coupled with expenditures. By that I mean 
that we levy taxes only for the purpose of operating the 
government. We could scarcely justify ourselves for levy­
ing taxes in excess of needs. In this instance these tax 
measures are completely entwined with the budget. Now 
then, it is the budget that really needs the study, and 
we should not send from this House the tax measurers 
until we find that there is justification for the items that 
appear in the budget. 

I do not intend to go into an extensive detail about the 
budget, but I will point out just a few items and assure 
the gentleman from Dauphin that there are many more 
items of a similar nature that need study. We heard the 
Governor stating in his message that the amount of re­
lief that will be needed for the next two years is one 
hundred twenty million dollars. What the Department 
of Public Assitance may say is another story. i think 
the secretary, Mr. Russell, at one time said one hundred 
sixty-three milion dollars,-my memory may be faulty 
there,-and then I think at the request of somebody or 
other he reduced it a little, but his figures were somewhat 
higher. Certainly we ought to know whether it is one 
hundred tvventy million dollars or one hundred sixty­
three million dollars or whether it is one hundred forty­
eight million dollars, or what the figures may be. 

Now, this is of importance in connection with it; the 
Governor after considerable figuring and consi1derable 
juggling, incidentally, comes to the point of saying, "I 

have got eleven million dollars left over, so we'll toss 
that back to relief." 

Now, if he is right on his figure of one hundred twenty 
million dollars then there is no necessity to toss it back 
to relief. Then what should 'Ne do with the eleven million 
dollars? Should we have tax reduction or should we in­
stead go to the postponements that he refers to? You 
will notice in his message that there are five certain 
governmental functions that he proposes to postpone, 
Shaud we spend eleven million dollars there, or should we 
accede to the request to postpone? It needs serious study, 
and the tax measures quite conceivably will play a large 
measure in what we finally decide should be done. 

Then again there are other items, and these are curious 
items. Going over the increases that he is asking for 
various Departments, I think there are only three or four 
Departments that he couldn't conceive of a reason why 
there shoul.d not be an increase in their allowance. I 
wonder what those three or four departments did to 
offend the Governor? \'Ve expect to find out. Also we 
are going to find out why the increOJ.ses, and when we 
find the story then we will know where we are going to 
drive with the taxes, but the two, Mr. Speaker, are so 
entwined, so interrelated that this House cannot intelli­
gently go forward with a tax measure without ascertaining 
first what are the proper expenses for governmental 
affairs. 

Secondly, how much it would cost to carry on all the 
esential and necessary governmental expenditures, not at 
the expense of any particular community, Mr. Speaker, 
but in fairness and in honesty to all of the people of the 
State of Pennsylvania? Why postponement? Why jug­
gling of figures? We are going to have the answer be­
fore we leave, and then, Mr. Speaker, and only then will 
the tax measures be brought to the floor of this house 
for final passage. 

I hope, Mr. Speaker, that I have made the position of 
our party clear, and the reason for our motion. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, that is a rather long 
answer, and I would like to continue my interrogation. 

I understand from the .remarks that the gentleman made 
immediately after the Governor delivered his budget mes­
sage, that he felt at that time that there was not sufficient 
tax revenue to meet the payment that ought to be met. 
Maybe I have misunderstood him, but I gather from some 
of the remarks that he made in the beginning of the 
answer to my question that he feels now that the revenues 
might be too much. I would like to ask the gentleman 
whether he feels, as the situation stands today, that one 
hundred thirty-one million dollars is too much, or not 
enough to be appropriated for relief during the next 
biennium. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to answer 
what I might term two questions, because the remarks 
made by the gentleman were predicated upon the assump­
tion that I felt perhaps the revenue measures might pro­
duc.e too much money. I did not so state. I only stated 
that I felt that we knew reasonably well what the mea­
sures would produce, but unfortunately I do not know 
the justification for the figures contained in the budget. 
I do not know how mu~h the Governor of Pennsylvania 
desires to squander moneys of the State. All I do know 
is that it is the largest budget that has ever been placed 
before any legislature of Pennsylvania, and I want a justi­
fication of those expenditures, and we propose doing what 
the Governor once promised to do we are going to wring 
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---------------------------------------·- ·-·· ..... 
out the waste, and if there are sufficient proceeds left is something that we would be glad to furnish him in 
over; of course we could reduce the taxes, but at least detail. I would like to ask, however, whether he feels 
we do not intend to permit the Governor of Pennsylvania there is an oblig·ation on the Commonwealth to pay back 
to continue maintaining an uneconomical administration funds that have been borrowed from it, and whether that 
and operation of our government. We do not propose to should not be paid back out of the general fund during 
accept at face value the figures he submitted. Taxes can the next biennium. 
only be justified upon the basis of governmental expendi- Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman has for­
tures, and we are going to find that those governmental gotten back in 1940 the remarks I made on the floor of 
expenditures must be justified to this House before we this House on the tapping of funds, and the highway 
give him the taxes. robbery that existed in Pennsylvania, even though the 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman has said magician said it was just taken out of his one pocket 
that . we can reasonably well anticipate the amount of and put into another pocket; actually, you know, he got 
revenue which will be received from these tax measures. bis hands into somebody else's pocket and I feel in honesty, 
I understand from that, do I, that he considers the esti- Mr. Speaker, we should pay back: we should not steal. 
mate as set forth in the budget approximately accurate? Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, does the gentleman 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we have accepted feel that during the next biennium we ought at least 
some things on faith from the Governor of Pennsylvania. make an effort not to have to borrow money in order to 
We have hoped that we could accept the budget as he carry on, so that the Governor who he hopes will be 
submitted it to us in good faith. Our studies to date Democratic and I hope will be a Republican, will not 
have indicated that perhaps we should not. I am assum-· have to borrow money to tide him over the biennium 
ing at the present moment that the figures of anticipated as Governor James has had to do? 
revenues are correct. Vle have had little time to deter- Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I can assure the 
mine whether that is so or not. In other words we are gentleman first of all that we told him in 1940 what 
going to be shown everything, that is, we will certainly was going to happen if they started stealing funds and 
check back the revenues, but I believe the figures at the r1icl not bwe the honesty to prepare to repay. We told 
moment at least are reasonably correct. If they are not, them that many on the other sicle of the House would 
in due course of time we will tell the House of it. We not be here. We told them it was going to cost them the 
certainly do not intend to pull any punches or mislead state of Pennsylvania, and it did. And we are telling 
the members of this House. them now that it rot only cost them the House but it is 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, we don't· want any going to cost them the Governorship next year. That 
punches pulled. We will be glad to furnish all the in- is a prediction, gentlemen, with as much accuracy and 
formation that is available to the Administration, I am c:ertainty as the prediction of 1940. 
sure, to the gentleman on the other side in order that M;'y I state in reg~.rd to the so-called deficit that the 
this problem may be solved to the best interest of the ,gentleman speaks of, I mentionecl it after the Governor's 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. budrret message. that th8t deficit was much less than the 

However, I would still like to know from the gentle- magic figures that the Governor called in. Of course, 
man since he has suggested that they are going to go the Governor has always had trouble to find out what 
through the Departments, what purpose he expects to ac- the deficit was. He said first I think twenty-six million 
complish that would affect the amount of revenue that dollars, and then fifty million, and then I think just for 
will be necessary, And may I call attention to the fact P'ood measure thC1t the WPA short-changed him. The 
that the full allowance appropriated for the Department Governor just doesn't know, but any kind of figure that 
including many items such as six hundred thousand dol-

pops up in his mind, he introduces. and in due course of 
Jars to the occupational diseases division, are included in 

time we will prove to them that the deficit that he re­the total for the operation of the Department which is 
ceived from the Earle Administration was only a few only twenty-nine million five hundrecl eighteen thousand 
million dollars and was considerably under the amount dollars. May I also call his attention to the fact that 

t.here has already been a cut in salaries in this Common- that Earle inherited from Pinchot, who I think the 
wealth salaries of employes of th' st t , t .11 . Gentleman will concede was a member of their party. , is a e over wo n1i . 10n . . . . · t' M S k 
Reven hundred thousand dollars a year, and a consider- Now.' certarnly, smce it is our mten ·1011, r. pea e:, 
ati'on of th t I m 0 d r· g h h t t k 1 of takmg over the control of the State of Pennsylvama a a w n e m w ere .e expec s o ma e I · • . , . , . . , . , . , 
any substantial cut in any appropriation to or any De- next year, we cer tmnly are gomg to do om best to see 
partment which would make any difference in the appro- t~at the budgets for the last two years are bafanced so 
priations to the Departments or in the amount of esti- tnat we are not compelled t~ shoulder the . welgh.t that 
mated revenues. tl:e Governor of Pennsylvama apparently is trymg· to 

Mr. ACHTERMAN; Mr. Speaker, since the gentleman is sbove up~n us with this budget that he submitted just 
wondering I will let him wonder on this one: Just what a short time ago. I hope I have answered all of the 
explanation we are going to receive, why the administra- gentleman's questi;ns. . 
tive cost of relief is going up while the relief that is Mr. WO~:ms.IDE. Mr Speaker, find:ng the answe:· to 
being given is going down? It is just those little things that quest10n is very much like huntmg. a needle m a 
to which our party would like to know the answer: why hay-stack. If the gentleman answered it was lost, at 
administrative costs go up and the expenditure of money least to. me, do I un.derstand that the gentleman feels 
for relief decreases. There are many other departments that this money which has been borrowed from the 
where we have heard there are savings in salaries but special funds in the past should in the biennium be paid 
when we start to look for them, we cannot find the~. directly out of th' general fund, if that is possible? 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, I think the gentleman Mr. ACHTERMAN. If possible, Mr. Speaker. 
included a statement that is not entirely accurate, but that Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, does the gentleman 
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from Monroe feel that we should aim at this time and 
during this session toward establishing a budget for the 
next biennium that would in effect be balanced? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, not only balanced, 
but honest. By that I mean honest to the people of Penn­
sylvania, all of the people, and that we pay the bills 
that we owe, and above all that we return the money 
that we stole. In other words, balanced and honest. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 
Monroe is making a lengthy speech and I would like to 
answer all of his points but if I did so we would be 
here all night. I understand from the gentleman's answer, 
and if I am wrong, I wish he would say so, he feels 
that the budget during the next biennium should be 
balanced, in other words out of that budget we should 
repay into the general fund all of the money which will 
be borrowed from special funds. Perhaps I had better 
start that all over again. 

I understand the gentleman's answer to be that he 
feels that the budget for the biennium should be balanced 
and by balancing he means that out of it should be paid 
from the general fund to the special fund all the moneys 
which have been borrowed and will hereafter be bor­
rowed from it during this biennium. Furthermore, that 
the budget be so written that as far as we are able to 
see at the present time it will not be necessary to borrow 
additional funds from any of the special funds during 
the next biennium, in other words, at the end of the 
next biennium, on May thirty-first, the books of the 
Commonwealth will be balanced. Docs the gentleman 
consider that a proper aim? Does he consider it proper 
at this time that the budget should be arranged with 
that end in view? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I might say and I 
think the gentleman will concur with me, that that 
would be a very sound aim and that it should be our 
aim. 

Mr. WOODSIDE Mr. Speaker, I would like to know 
whether the gentleman still feels that one hundred and 
thirty-one million dollars will not be sufficient money 
tc carry on relief during the next biennium. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, one of the reason for 
sending these measures back to the Ways and Means Com­
mittee is the fact that we do not know. The Governor 
said one thing and Mr. Russell .of the Department of Public 
Assistance said something else. The figures which are 
released from week to week tell us something different. 
What are we to believe, with everybody juggling figures 
who is in a position to know or should know, and none of 
them in accord? How can I answer that question? Whether 
or not I believe that is enough, too much or what the 
·answer may be, it is impossible to answer. We do hope 
finally to get some responsible source to give us figures 
upon which we can rely. In other words what we are doing 
now has been caused by the mirage which has been placed 
before this House by the Department of Public Assistan•2e 
and by the Governor himself. Certainly they should not 
now complain if we question who is right and decide we 
are going to find out. They should not complain of that 
action. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman realizes 
I think, that in the past relief has always been financed 
by putting all of the money which was not appropriated 
anywherP else into the relief appropriation, with the 
understanding always that it likely would not be enough, 

and a subsequent legislature, either at a special session 
or at the regular session at the end of the biennium, make 
an additional appropriation to meet the needs up to the 
end of the biennium. The gentleman realizes, I think 
full well, that it is impossible to estimate with any very 
great degree of accuracy what the relief needs will be 
six months ahead. It is doubly difficult two years ahead. 
I realize it has been impossible for him at this time and it 
will be impossible for him in April or May or June to give 
any accurate estimate as to the amount which will be 
needed for relief during the next biennium. I was inter­
ested in knowing v,rhether the gentleman felt it was too 
much or too little or whether he was entirely up in the 
air about it. 

On the question recurring. 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
It was agreed to. 

BILL Or{ SECOND READING 
Agreeably to order. 

·The House proceeded to the second reading and con­
sideration of House Bill No. 229, entitled: 

An Act to further amend section four of the act ap­
proved the twenty-first day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred forty­
nine), entitled "An act imposing a State tax, payable by 
those herein defined as distributors, on liquid fuels used 
or sold and delivered within the Commonwealth, which 
are ordinarily, practically, and commercially usable in 
internal combustion engines for the genera ti.on of power; 
providing for the collection and lien of the tax, and the 
distribution and use of the proceeds thereof: requiring 
such distributors to secure permits, to file corp.orate surety 
bonds and reports, and to retain certain records; imposing 
duties on retail dealers, common carriers, county com­
missioners, and such distributors; providing for rewards: 
imposing certain costs on counties: conferring powers and 
impo.si~1g duties on certain State officers and departments; 
prov1dmg for refunds: imposing penalties; and making an 
appropriation," by imposing and continuing the additional 
emergency tax on liquid fuels for a further limited period 
of time. 

And said bill having been read at length the second 
time and agreed to 

Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

BILL RECO:i\IMIT1ED 
Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, for the reasons I have 

given before with reference to the prior bill, (House Bill 
No. 228), I move that this bill be recommitted to the Com­
mittee on Ways and Means for further study. 

On the question. 
Will the House 'lgree to the motion? 
Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to interrogate 

the gentleman from Monroe, Mr. Achterman. 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Monroe, Mr. 

Achterman, permit himself to be interrogated? 
Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker I will. 
Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the 

gentleman what is the purpose of recommitting this bill 
outside of the stated purpose of "further study." 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I feel that is a suffi­
cient reason in itself. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, is it for the same purpose 
as stated to the minority leader, to wit that they were not 
g.oing to take up the bills until they knew something about 
the budget. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, that is correct. 
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Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, is it the purpose or hope 
of the gentleman that there will be some cut in taxes. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is impossible to 
state and the thought of recommitting was not with the 
thought that there was going to be any tax reduction, on 
the contrary taxes should only be levied to the extent 
needed for necessary governmental functions. 

We necessarily feel that the two subjects are in effect 
one, although they are represented in a number of bills 
and we also feel that this House would be derelict in its 
duties if it passed tax measures without ascertaining 
whether their requests for expenditures were not proper 
requests. In other words we would saddle taxes on the 
people of Pennsylvania without learning whether they 
were proper for expenditures. I cannot see how we can 
move forward until we learn, first of all, and be satisfied 
with a solution as to the needs, and then and only then 
shall we move forward with the taxes. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from 
Monroe does not expect to reduce the taxes then cloes he 
expect to increase taxes. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, first of all may I call 
to the gentleman's attention that here is an administra­
tion that has been dodging five very essential govern­
mental functions at the expense of that portion of the 
state that can least afford it. We do, as good busine.>s 
men, propose finding out what it is going to cost to operate 
the state. We are not going to accept on face value the 
Governor's figures. We are going to stop this r.obbing, of 
one part of the State for the benefit of another part of 
the state. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, it seems almost impossible 
to get an answer from the gentleman from Monroe with­
out a speech which might very readily be answered, and 
I might in turn be answered by the gentleman from 
Monroe, because I have some recollections of some past 
bienniums and one in which the Earle Budget was five 
hundred and ten million dollars and when we finally 
wound up for the biennium it was somewhere around 
six hundred million dollars which we expended. That 
does not seem to be the issue at this time. While I am 
transgressing perhaps upon the parlimentary rule of in­
quiry, still the gentleman on the other side has so fh­
grantly transgressed that rule for over a half an hour, it 
seems to me I might be permitted to do so. I have listenc:d 
to the gentleman on two or three occasions. He has 
wandered all over the map on political questions. 

I have not had much chance to study the Budget but I 
did study it on Sunday night to some extent. It seems to 
me that the statements are correct and that the figures 
set forth are very clear and plain. 

I would like to know just exactly just what is intended 
"Pnw OT'he gentleman from Monroe after that long dis­
course he has engaged in, has not told me whether he 
expects to increase taxes. The budget now provides for 
some one hundred thirty-one million dollars for relief, 
and the budget is based upon anticipated revenues from 
these tax measures and from the present tax program. 
The gentleman from Monroe Mr. Achterman, introduced 
a bill providing for two hundred and ten million dollars 
for relief. That would be eighty million dollars above the 
present amount provided for in the Governor's Budget for 
relief. If the gentleman from Monroe does not necessarily 
anticipate that we are going to be able to reduce taxes, 
then he actually raises the question of where he antici-

pates getting the money to take care of that eighty million 
dollars that he wants for relief. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, May I state that we 
have no anticipations. We do not know what we are 
going to find that this administration did. Goodness only 
knows and we don't know although all that we can 
promise him is that we are going to find out. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the 
gentleman from Monroe whether these provisions or func­
tions of state government do not amount to about twenty­
million dollars. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we are told by the 
Governor that that is correct. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, does the gentleman have 
any doubt? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, very frankly I do not 
know. There are so many other things we have found out, 
so that we will have to find this out for ourselves. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman tell us 
what we found in the budget that is not so? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we have doubt about 
the one hundred and twenty million dollars for relief; 
we base that fact not only upon our own figures but on 
words what Mr. Russell has had to say. We have a De­
partment head running out without consulting the Gov­
ernor and we have the Governor running out without 
consulting a Department Head. We have complications. 
Ii that doubt is caused in our minds by the Republican 
Administration, why shouldn't we question it? It is the 
old rule of law if you find a witness not telling the truth 
in one instance you may disregard anything else he says. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, is the gentleman through 
with his speech. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am answering the 
gentleman's question but he might not like the answer. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, the answer does not worry 
me one bit, because the answer to what he said is perfectly 
obvious. The question I asked him pertained to certain 
functions such as for instance transportation in school 
districts, high school tuition, and taking care of the in­
sane. I think those are the three functions to which hP 
refers. They amount to about hventy million dollars. If 
we take over that twenty million dollars and add eighty 
million dollars which he has added for relief, does the 
gentleman expect to be able to get that amount out of 
the operation and functicns of the Government? 

Mr, ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would not be sur­
prised. If we continue our investigation of the subject. 
we may find sufficient waste, to initiate everyone of those 
needed governmental functions. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have a lot of personal 
friendship for the Majority leader, I have served with him 
on the floor of the House. I do not believe in any inter­
rogation or debate that even what is purely in the mind 
of the gentleman from Monroe,-what will I say, a bit 
facetious. Because he knows as well as I know it does 
not cost one hundred million dollars in the ordinary opera­
tion of Departments under the Governor's control. 

He knows that the cost is around ninety million dollars. 
What is he going to get out of that? He knows that a 
large part of the remaining expenditures for the operation 
of the Government come out of relief aged, and the 
blind and dependent children, The operation of the De­
partments under the Governor, while I have not the figures 
accurately in mind, costs about thirty million dollars. If 
you cut out of the whole operation the Departments under 
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the Governor, you cannot make up that one hundred 
million dollars that the gentleman from Monroe wants to 
increase the Budget by. Therefore I ask the very natural 
question whether he intended to increase taxes. The 
gentleman from Monroe has given me a long and round­
about answer. 

In concluding, what I have to say, if the gen'tleman from 
Monroe expects to increase taxes, I see no tax bills prc·­
i::ented by the gentleman from Monroe or by anybody else 
on the other side of this House, to raise additional taxes 
to take care of that one hundred million dollars. 

On the question recurring. 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
It was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 

Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the second reading and con­

sideration of House Bill No. 230, entitled: 

An Act to reenact and amend the title and the act, ap­
proved the .twenty-second day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred thirty-five (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred four­
teen), i:;ntitled "An act to provide revenue for State pur­
poses; imposm~ .taxes upon certain classes of personal 
'Property; providrng for the assessment, collection, and 
hen of the saJ'!1e, and. the distribution of the proceeds 
thereof; impo~rng duties on executors, administrators, 
registers of wills, recorders of deeds, prothonotaries, and 
court clerk.s, and on persons, copartnerships, associations, 
banks, nat10nal banks, trust companies, and other cor­
porations receiving deposits of money, and on certain 
corporations and _limited partnerships; conferring powers 
and imposmg. duties on. certain State officers and depart­
ments; i_mposmg penalties; and making an appropriation," 
as previously reenacted and amended, by continuing the 
State pers.onal property tax and the emergency rate of 
tax on scnp bonds, certificates and evidences of indebted­
ness, assumed or on which interest is paid by corpora­
tions, for a further limited period of time. · 

The first section was read. 
On the question, 
Will the House agree to the section? 

QUESTION OF INFORMATION 

Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of in­
formation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his question. 
Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, if this bill is recommitted 

now will it be possible to insert amendments after it 
comes out of committee? 

The SPEAKER. If the bill is agreed to on second read­
ing and recommitted, after it is returned to the House 
by the Committee it will require the unanimous con­
sent of the House to amend it. The amendatory stage 
is on second reading. 

Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, I have asked the privilege 
of addressing you and you have very graciously granted 
my request. I will discuss the Governor's Messages to 
the House, the budget and the emergency tax bills now 
on our calendar for second reading. Of course, the tax 
bills must be taken out of the emergency class and now 
be listed under normal taxes. 

Governor Jam cs said, in speaking of his budget, and 
I quote, "The Acts which will be introduced to carry out 
its provisions will not be "must bills." He then continued 
by saying if new ideas are brought forward, I will receive 
them with open mind, but here he slammed the door shut 

and locked it from the inside by saying he would veto 
any new tax bills. It reminds me of the old story of 
Henry Ford when he made the old reliable Model T Ford. 
For years he had things much his own way but eventually 
received real competition and his competitors were giving 
their customers the privilege of having their new cars 
painted with any color that they so desired while Henry 
stuck to the idea of orily one kind of a car and that was 
a black car. Finally his dealers insisted on a meeting 
contending to meet competition successfully, they should 
be given the right to give' to their customers any color 
of car that the customers desired. So a meeting was called 
of several thousand dealers and the General Sales Manager 
of the Ford Motors Company said, "Boys, I have taken 
the matter of having our cars painted in different colors 
up with Mr. Ford and he said you could select any color 
you desire as long as it is black." He soon saw the error 
of his ways and you can now purchase a Ford car in most 
any col.or you desire. 

This gentleman, is the way with this tax program. You 
may select any tax program you desire as long as it is 
this tax program. In other words, where we formerly 
had three distinct branches of State Government-execu­
tive, legislative, and judicial, as far as these tax measures 
are concerned, we have now eliminated the Legislature 
and you are acting merely as another wills. 

These taxes were originally enacted when everything 
that could be seen was taxed with.out regard to the equit­
able distribution of the tax burden. They remind .me of 
the past hunting season when you had the privilege of 
shooting either a buck or a doe, and hundreds of thou­
sands of bunters took to the wo.ocls and many inexper· 
ienced men took a pot shot at anything that moved. Con­
sequently, many men were killed or wounded and these 
tax bills have severly wounded the corporations of our 
State and if continued it will lose for us the name of the 
great Industrial State of Pennsylvania by driving out 
these industries which for their own self-protection must 
move to other st.ates. Oh, I kn.ow we have a new Depart­
ment of Commc~rce and .I personally have a very high 
regard for its head, Mr. .Richard Brown, but with all his 
ability, energy, and efficiency, he cannot pull a rabbit out 
of a hat. For instance, i.f one habberdashery,, located on 
one side of the street sells Knox hats for $10 and another 
store just across the street sells exactly the same Knox 
hats for $8, it is very obvious who will eventually get the 
business. 

Our Department of Commerce recently listed a large 
number of factory buildings available for work. They 
found 40,000 square feet of working space. The survey 
found 111 unused buildings of more than 100,000 square 
feet and 259 ideal factories with between 25,000 and 
100,000 square feet. Many hundreds of smaller buildings 
were omitted from the list. Mind you, these are complete 
useable factories in such good condition that almost every­
thing needed to put them in .operation would be to unlock 
the doors and tear down the signs which read, "Closed, no 
help wanted." What can be clone to reopen them? The 
answer is easy. Give the corporations in our State relief 
from this tremendous tax burden, keep them in Pennsyl­
vania where they can give employment to our men and 
women and the direct and indirect benefits will be to 
decrease unemployment and increase our State incom:?. 

Now regarding the budget and his message regarding 
same. Governor .James says the State is in better financial 
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condition than it has been for many years and the suc­
cessful completion of his program will set the stage for 
a huge tax reduction program. I doubt very much if 
we can pat ourselves on the back and take too much 
credit for certain improvements. We all know a change 
in direction is now appearing as a result of the stimulation 
of the defense program producing the dual relief of a 
downward movement of expenditures for public assistance 
and an upward movement of tax yields. This, of course, 
affects advantageously both sides of the budget. 

Our apparent prosperity is the direct result of the 
sorrow, suffering, hunger, lack of shelter, lack of food 
of the men, women and children caused by the hum:rn 
unchristian ambition of a man who would rule the World, 
starting with persecution of a particular race and ending 
by bringing everyone under his subjection. God forbid! 

Again, Governor James says we have a balance of 
$11,000,000 unappropriated. He suggests that the amount 
be added as a safety item to the amount allocated to 
Public Assistance. Now, gentlemen, it is with this amount 
that I would make a suggestion to the Members of this 
House, realizing. that the Democrats are in control of 
this House, the ultimate responsibility of an amendment 
I will offer to take a step in the right direction by start­
ing now to give our people some immediate relief from 
taxes, will largely rest upon their shoulders. 

I will offer an amendment to House Bill No. 230 to 
reduce the inequitious four mill personal property tax 
to three mills, a reduction of income to our State accord­
ing to the Governor's budget of about six and one-fourth 
million dollars. This would leave about five million out 
of the eleven million dollars unappropriated. You say 
this is small and insignificant and I answer, "yes," but 
lets make a start and as this tax falls largely on the old 
people of our State who have passed the age when they 
are able to increase their income by personal efforts, I 
personally think it is making the start at the proper place 
by increasing the standard of living for these fathers and 
mothers rather than continuing to decrease their standard 
of living. 

May I assure each of you that when this amendment is 
offered I will require no division of the vote or a roll call 
as I have no desire in my heart to either directly or in­
directly due injury to any member of this House regard­
less of his politic al faith. 

Now in conclusion to anticipate someone referring t'1 
Governor James speech where he says to cut taxes in his 
judgment would be counting chickens not yet hatched. 
During the Special Session of 1940 Governor James said 
to me sitting in his office that he was transferring fund.! 
from various accounts with a hope and a prayer that we 
would not have to increase taxes and I believe that he 
was earnest and sincere in this statement and for the first 
time since I have been a member of this Honorable body 
I voted for these transfers. I urge the members of this 
House to vote for my amendment with a hope and a 
prayer that we not only can make this reduction but 
that later Governor James will call a Special Session, 
recommend to this House the elimination of the balance of 
this three mills personal property tax and give reduction 
to corporation taxes when he can say again as he said 
after his election as Governor of this great Commonwealth, 
"Business men, unpack your trunks, stay in Pennsylvania, 
real relief is in sight." Once again we can take our plact< 
as the leading industrial state of the nation. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the section? 
Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer the follow­

ing amendments: 
The amendments were read by the Clerk. 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3), page 4, line 26, by inserting a 

light-faced bracket before and after the word "four" 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3), page 4, line 26, by inserting 

after the word "four" the following: three 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 17), page 23, line 22, by inserting a 

light.-faced bracket before and after the word "four" 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 17), page 23, line 22, by inserting 

after the word "four' the following: three 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendments? 
Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker I desire to interrogJ.te 

the gentleman from Armstrong, Mr. Gates. 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Armstrong, 

Mr. Gates, permit himself to be interrogated? 
Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker I will. 
Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Gates does the amendment 

that you offer reduce the personal property tax from four 
to three mills. 

Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, that is correct. 
Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Gates I presume that you feel 

that this one mill of tax that you are eliminating from the 
measure is not needed to carry out the governmental func­
tion requested by the Governor in his budget. 

Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker according to the budget as 
I have studied it the Governor stated he had eleven mil­
lion dollars unappropriated and from the eleven mill ion 
dollars of unappropriated funds I hope and pray that this 
House will give some relief to taxpayers. I feel that by 
taking six and one quarter million dollars from that eleven 
million fund that will take care of my amendment. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Do I understand Mr. Gates then 
feels that the Governor is not aware as to the amount 
of money he needs for relief. 

Mr. GATES. No, I did not say that. I am simply tak­
ing the budget as it was reported to us. I think it is im­
possible for even Mr. Russell or Governor ,James in view 
of the increase due to the defense program to accurately 
determine the exact amount that is going to be needed 
for public assistance so I have chosen to take the figures 
of the Governor when he estimates that five million dol­
lars will be adequate. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker I thank the gentleman. 
I do not know where I could have a more eloquent ex­
planation of the position that I have maintained on the 
floor of this House that these tax measures should go 
back to the committee than has been demonstrated by 
the gentleman from Armstrong, Mr. Gates. In other words 
on the Republican side of the House they do not know. 
They are floundering. They are in a mirage, the same as 
w0 are. He does not know anything about the Governor's 
figures. The only thing he is doing is to say, "Well, we 
will reduce this amount, let us not study it. Let us go 
ahead and reduce and then hope." We discussed faith, 
hope and charity before in this House and, Mr. Speaker, 
it is time that we start studying. Possibly our study might 
disclose what the gentleman maintains. If it does then 
we can have tax reduction. If it does then we are pre­
pared to do it, but certainly after his statement he does 
not know and Mr. Russell does not know and the Governor 
does not know, certainly we better get somebody who 
does know. Certainly we should find out before we do 
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anything with these measures. It is for that reason that 
I say these amendments should fall. If further study sub­
sequently proves that the amendments are sound, so that 
there is no need for the money then the gentleman is on 
sound ground but at the present moment he is not. I 
have the same interest in these measures that apparently 
the other side has. 

I do remember the day when they condemned these 
measures to the high heavens. Now, we have the reverse 
position. I never knew the Republicans to so cherish 
tax measures that they had previously condemned. I am 
saying that the gentleman from Armstrong is not on sound 
ground for the moment and therefore his amendment 
should fall at the present time and give us the opportunity 
ta study. Certainly the gentleman wants to know the 
facts. He admits on the floor of this House that he does 
not know the facts. Therefore, I am saying that these 
amendments should fall and I am asking this side of the 
House to substantiate my motion. 

Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, I desire to interrogate the 
gentleman from Monroe, Mr. Achterman. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Monroe per­
mit himself to be interrogated? 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. I shall, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, I would like to inquire of 

the gentleman on the other side, who is so prone to 
quote the Scripture in his statements, if he will tell the 
members of this House just where in Holy Scripture this 
particular verse that he refers to is found. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would be delighted 
to do so later on, if the gentleman will come to my desk. 

Mr. GATES. Mr. Speaker, I would like to inform the 
gentleman from Monroe right now that it is found in 
the thirteenth chapter of Corinthians, and my version of 
i'.; says "faith, hope and love." 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendments? 
They were not agreed to. 
On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the section? 
It was agreed to. 
The second section was read and agreed to. 
The title was read. 

The House proceeded to the second reading and con· 
sideration of House Bill No. 231, entitled: 

An Act to reenact and amend the title and the act, 
approved the sixteenth day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred thirty-five ;Pamphlet Laws, two hundred eight), 
entitled, as amended, "An act to provide revenue for 
State purposes by imposing an excise tax, for a limited 
period of time, on the net incomes of certain corpora­
tions, joint-stock associations, and limited partnerships; 
providing for the assessment, collection, settlement and 
resettlement of taxes, and reviews and appeal therefrom; 
conferring powers, and imposing duties on certain per­
sons, corporations, joint-stock associations, limited 
partnerships, State and county officers, boards, and de­
partments; making an appropriation; and providing 
penalties," as previor_sly reenacted and amended, by ex­
tending the provisions of the act for a further limited 
period of time. 

And said bill having been read at length the second 
time and agreed to. 

Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that this bill 
be recommended to the Committee on Ways and Means 
for the purpose of further study. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 

Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the second reading and conq 

sideration of House Bill No. 232, entitled: 

To further amend the act, approved the first day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred eighty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, four hundred twenty), entitled "A further supple­
ment to an act, entitled 'An act to provide revenue by 
taxation,' approved the seventh day of June, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine." 
by increasing for a further limited period of time the 
rate of tax imposed by the act upon the gross receipts 
of certain companies, limited partnerships, associations, 
joint-stock associations. ~Jpartnerships anr' persons. 

And said bill having been read at length the second 
time and agreed to. 

Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Armstrong, 

Mr. Gates, desire to withdraw his amendments to the 
title in view of the fact that his amendments to the 
first section have l::een defeated? Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that this .bill 

be recommitted to the Committee on Ways and Means 
Mr. GATES. I do, Mr. Speaker. h f h d 
The SPEAKER. The amendments offered to the title for t e purpose of urt er stu y. 

have been withdrawn. 
On the question, 
Will the House agree to the title? 
It was agreed to. 
And said bill having been read at length the second 

time and agreed to. 
Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

BILL RECONI:MITTED 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that this bill 
be recommitted to the Committee on Ways and Means 
for the purpose of further study. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECONG READING 

Aineeablv to order, 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 

Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the second reading and con­

sideration of House bill No. 233, entitled: 

To further amend section one of the act, approved the 
thirteenth day of .Tune, one thousand nine hundred 3even 
(Pamphlet Laws, six hundred forty), entitled "An act 
to provide revenue by levying a tax upon the shares of 
stock of companies incorporated under the provisions of 
section twenty-nine of an act entitled 'An act to provide 
for the incorporaticn and regulation of certain corpora­
tions,' approved April twenty-ninth, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventv-four and the supplements thereto: 
for the insurance of owners of real estate, mortgages, and 
others interested in real estate, from loss by reason of 
defective titles, liens, and encumbrances; and of com-
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panies entitled to the benefits of, a11d of companies haV·· 
ing any of the powers of, companies entitled to the bene­
fits of an act, entitled 'An act confening upon certain 
fidelity, insurance, safety deposit, trust, and savings com­
panies the powers and privileges o:f conl.panies incorpor­
ated undet the provisions of section twenty-nine of an 
act, entitled "An act to provide for the i!1corporation and 

.regulation of certain corporations," approved April twenty­
·ninth, Anno Domi11i one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy~four, and of the supplements thereto,' approved 
June twenty-seventh, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-five, commonly known as title insurance or trust 
companies," by continuing the increased rate of tax for 
a futther limited period of time, and reducing the rate of 
tax after such limited period of time. 

And said bill having been read at length the second 
time and agreed to. 

Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that this bill 
be recommitted to the Committee on Ways and Means 
for the purpose of further study. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 
Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the second reading and con­

sideration of House Bill No. 234, entitled: 

An Act to further amend section one of the act, ap­
proved the fifteenth day of July, one thousand eight hun­
dred ninety-seven (Pamphlet Laws, two hundred ninety­
two), entitled "An act to provide revenue by taxation,'' 
by increasing the rate of tax for a further limited period 
of time. 

And said bill having been read at length the second 
time and agreed to. 

Ordered, To be transcribed fol' a third reading. 

BILL RECOl\LMITTED 
Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move ·that this bill 

be recommitted to the Committee on Ways and Means 
for the purpose of further study. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 
Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the second reading and con -

sideration of House Bill No. 235, entitled: 

An Act to reenact and amend the title and the act, 
approved the dnth day of June, one thousand nine hun­
dred thirty-six (Special Sesion of one thousand nine hun­
dred thirty-six, P. L. 13), entitled "An act imposing an 
emergency State tax for a limited period of time on liquor, 
as herein defined, sold by the Pennsylvania Liquor Con­
trol Board; providing for the collection and payrne1;t of 
such tax; and imposing duties upon the Department of 
Revenue and the Pennsylvania Liquot Control Board," 
as previously reenacted and amended, by extending the 
provisions thereof for a further limited period of time. 

And said bill having been read at length the second 
time and agreed to, 

Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that this bill 
be recommitted to the Committee on Ways and Means 
for the purpose of further study. 

The motion was agreed to, 

BILL ON SECOND READING 

Agteeably to order, 
The House proct'cded to the second reading and con­

sideratio11 of Bouse Bill No. 262, entitled: 

Making a deficiency appropriation to the Department 
of Public Assistance for the purpose of carrying out the 
Public Assistance law, for the two fiscal years ending May 
thirty-first, one thousand nil1e ht111dred and forty-one. 

'l'hc first and second sections were separately read and 
agreed to. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer the 
following amendment as a new section. 

The amendment was read by the Clerk as follows: 
Amend bill, page 2, by insertinf!: between lines 8 and 

9 the followil1g section: 

"Section 3. Out of the moneys approptiated by section 
one of this act, the Governor, Auditor General and State 
Treasuer shall, from time to time, allocate to the Depart­
ment of the Auditor General and the Treasuer Department 
s_uch sums as they deem necessary to pay the admiuistra .. 
t1ve expt'irnes of said departments in auditinf!: and disburs­
ing the appropriation made by this act." 

On the_ qllestion, 
Will the House agl'ee to the amendments? 
Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speake1-, this is a very insidious 

amendment. It is placing into an appropriation bill for 
relief that which has never been in an appropriation bill 
for relief before, either under the Eal'le Administration 
or under the James Administration. It can have only one 
purpose. It is playing politics with relief in one of the 
worst possible manners because the only single purpose 
this amendment can have is to take money away from 
the reliefers and to provide more money for Democratic 
jobs in the Auditor General's and the State Treasuerer's 
Department. This amendment provides that "out of the 
money appropriated by section one of this act, the Gover­
nor, one, and the Auditor General, two, the State Trea­
surer, three, a Board of two Democrats and one Repub­
lican, shall from time to time allocate to the Departments 
of the Auditor General and the State Treasurer such stuns 
as they deem necessary; and so forth. 

The only single purpose that this new type of amend­
ment can have is to take money away from the reliefers 
and to give it to the Democratic job-holders in the Auditor 
General's and State Treasurer's Departments and for that 
reason I ask the members of the House to vote no on this 
amendment. 

Mr. ACH'l'ERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the re­
marks of the gentleman from Dauphin, when he speaks 
about ''.insidious practices .. , May I first of all state that the 
gentleman is in error when he states that the amendment 
which I offer does not appear in any of the other appro­
priation acts. On the contrary it was done in 1937 and 
it was done in 1939, and the insidious thing that he has 
mentioned would occur if we did not put this amendment 
in the bill introduced by him. May I explain to the 
membership of this House what happened? I mentioned 
earlier ih speaking on the tax measures about certain 
Departments that apparently were not in good grace with 
the Governor. It so happens that the State Treasurer's 
and the Auditor General's Departments happen to be 
two of the few that I mentioned. Now, the Governor has 
endeavored to see that those departments are put in a 
position that they cannot function and operate normally. 
In other words, what he is saying· to those Departments 
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is, "Spend at oui' orders fourteen and one half million 
dollars and you guess how you are going to do it." He 
has the money and he will allocate money for his depart­
ments to be spent. But once again we have the old story 
of the expenditures for relief going down and the per· 
centage of administrative c.ost to the Department of Public 
Assistance increasing. But, to allow any other Depart­
ment to pay the ordiirnry expel1ses of auditing the mont:y 
they spend, oh, no, no. It might be assumed that per­
haps what the Governor desires is the right to spend this 
motley without having the account audited. Why should 
he exclude the Auditor General's Department and the 
~:\tate Treasurer's Department from their usual and normal 
!unction? Why should we say, "we won't let you have 
any money to check on us." Doesn't he want to be 
checked on? Especially when the acts of 1937 and 1939 
fully made provision to do those very things. Yes, I 
\Can agree with the gentleman from Dauphin in the 
proper use of the word "insidious." It would be insidious 
if we permitted the Governor to go on spending money in 
these departments without making provisions for a proper 
check on the manner in which his departments would 
spend that money. I am saying that this is one of the 
things that is needed in order to guarantee to the people 
of Pennsylvania the proper check, rein on the expendi­
tures in the Department of Public Assistance which is 
now under his control. You would have that check if 
you pass the amendment that I am offering. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, through the courtesy of 
the Speakers office I have before me the Act of 1937. 
I want to call to the gentleman's attention and to the 
attention of the members of the House that that act did 
not have the same amendment in the form in which it 
is here. If the gentleman will put the amendment in the 
form it is here, unless there is some legal or budgetary 
reason why that should not be, I will withdraw my ob­
jection to the amendment. But the amendment is not 
in that form today as introduced by the gentleman from 
Monroe. I d.o not think it should be in the form it is. 

The gentleman has thrown a smoke screen trying to 
make it appear that the Auditor General's department 
will not have an opportunity to audit the accounts for 
the Department of Public Assistance. Nothing is more 
ridiculous. I want to call to the gentleman's attention 
one other thing, that when in the 1939 session, towards 
the encl, we were considering the amount which would 
be set aside for the Auditor General's department and 
the State Treasurer's department, the gentleman from 
York, Mr. Cohen, who is now there coaching Mr. Achter· 
man, you might well remember, got up and objected to 
the cuts in the amount which was appropriated to the 
Auditor General and the State Treasurer in the Senate, 
and at that time I introduced facts and figures which I 
think conclusively proved that the administration, the 
Senate and this House in passing the amount which they 
did was more liberal to the Auditor General and the State 
Treasurer than had been the case during the prior ad­
ministration. It is ridiculous to assume or think for one 
minute we should not expect the accounts of the Depart­
ment of Public Assistance to be properly audited. This 
not only applies to the Auditor General but also to the 
State Treasurer. I ask you, members of the House, to 
:vote down this amendment at this time. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am curious to know 

why the gentleman from Dauphil1 did not prepare this 
bill in conformity with the acts of 1937 and 1939. 

Mr. WOODSIDE. Mr. Speaker, I have been trying to 
find out why the act does not have the section in it that 
was in the act of 1939. 1 have been tryi11g to contact 
the Deputy Attorney General who drafted the bill but 
I can not· get him. However I do say as a possible answer 
that this being an additional appropriation and there being 
funds in the former appropriation specifically allocated 
to the Auditor Ge11eral and the State treasurer, or at least 
set forth as being allocated to them in the former bill, it 
may not be necessary for any fu11ds out of this amount to 
be allocated to the Auditor General and the State Treas­
urer to carry on their regular ftlnctions. l will not say 
that is accurate, 1 do not know. r am not refetring to the 
gentleman from Monroe, but other members of this House 
have been guilty of making statements on the floor of the 
House without having given the subject proper thought, 
and 1 do not like to make statements unless r am sure of 
my facts, but 1 think that is the answer. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1 thank the gentle• 
man. I think I can agree with him about how insidious 
this bill was as originally introduced, and therefore I am 
stating to the members of this House that my amendment 
is sound and should be supported. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendments? 
The yeas and nays were required by Mr. WOODSIDE, 

and Mr. WINNER were as follows: 

Achterman, 
Baker, 
Ba.lthaser, 
Baugher, 
Bentley, 
Bentzel, 
Boies, 
Boney, 
Bradley, 
Breth, 
Brown, 
Brunner, P. A.t 
Burns, 
Burris, 
Chervenak, 
Chudoff, 
Cochran, 
Cohen,M.M., 
Cohen, R. E., 
Croop, 
D1Genova, 
Dolan, 
D'Ortona, 
Early, 
Elliott, 
Falkenstein, 
Finestone, 
Flynn, 
French, 

Auker, 
Boorse, 
Cadwalader, 
Dalrymple, 
Dennison, 
Fisher, 
Fiss, 
Fleming, 
Foor, 
Gates, 
Glllan, 

YEAS 113 

Gallagher, 
Gerard, 
Goodwin, 
Gryskewicz, 
Haberlen, 
Ha1nilt.on, 
Harkins, 
Harmuth, 
Heatherington, 
Her1.ng, 
He1·n1a.n, 
Hersch, 
Hirsch, 
Holland, 
Jefferson, 
Jone&, P. N., 
Keenan, 
Kenehan, 
KolankleWicz, 
Komorofskl, 
Leonard, 
Lesko, 
Lo11go, 
Lovett, 
Malloy, 
Marks, 
McClanaghan, 
McDermott, 
McFall, 

McGrath, 
Mcintosh, 
Mc.Lane, 
Melchiorre, 
Mihm, 
Monks, 
Mooney, 
Moran, 
Moul, 
Munley, 
Nagel, 
Nune111achel', 
O'Connor, 
O'Mullen, 
O'Neill, 
Owens, 
Petrosky, 
Pettit, 
Polaski, 
Polen, 
Powers, 
Pros en, 
Rausch, 
Readinger, 
Reese, R. E., 
Regan, 
Reynolds, 
Rooney, 

NAYS 41 

Haines, 
Huntley, 
James, 
Jones, G, E., 
Kline, 
Lee, T. H., 
Leisey, 
Leydic, 
Lichtenwalter, 
McDowell, 

McKinney, 
McM!llen, 
Muir, 
Reagan, 
Reese, D.R., 
Rhea, 
Riley, 
Royer, 
Sarge, 
Sorg, 

Rosenfeld, 
Rush, 
Sarraf, 
Seanlon, 
Schwab, 
Shaffer, 
Shaw, 
Shepard, 
Skale, 
Stank, 
Stine, 
Tarr, 
Tate, 
Thompson, E. F., 
Vincent, 
Vogt, 
Vold ow, 
Weis-s, 
Welsh, E, :B., 
Welah,M. J., 
W!lliams, 
Wolf, 
Woodring, 
Wright, 
Yester, 
Young, 
Kilroy, 

Speaker. 

Stambaugh, 
Stockham, 
Taylor, 
Turner, 
Van Al!sburg, 
Winner, 
Wood, L. H., 
Wood, N., 
Woodside, 
Yeakel, 

So the question was determined in the affirmative and 
the amendments were agreed to, 
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PERMISSION TO ADDRESS HOUSE by this token commend Isaac Rose to the memory of his 
Mr. WOODSIDE. asked and abtained unanimous consent fellowman. 

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION to address the House. 
Mr. Speaker, during the roll call I received word from 

the Attorney General's Office that they had received word 
from the Budget Department that there were sufficient 
funds under the original appropriations bill which re­
mained in the appropriation to the Auditor General and 
State Treasurer under that act for the carrying on of 
their functions in the relief appropriations bill. That is 
the explanation which I made at the time when the matter 
was being debated, but I now have received a confirma­
tion of it and I would like that to go into the record. 

Mr. ACHTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, may I state that I did 
not believe it was because of insufficient money to carry 
on the functions. I have no doubt that the Auditor Gen­
eral and the State Treasurer have sufficient funds to 
function properly, and of course· they would not allocate 
any funds they did not have. They are in a position to 
determine whether they do or do not have money, and we 
certainly have injured nobody by adopting this section. 

The third section was read. 
On the question, 
Will the House agree to the section? 
Mr. ACHTEHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer the 

following amendment. 
The amendment was read by the Clerk as follows: 
Amend Sec. 3, page 2, line 9, by striking out the figure: 

"3" and inserting in lieu thereof: "4" 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendments? 
It was agreed to. 
On the question, 
Will the House agree to the section as amended? 
It was agreed to. 
The title was read and agreed to. 
And said bill having been read at length the second 

time and agreed to as amended. 
Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 
Agreeably to order, 
The House proceeded to the second reading and con­

sideration of House Bill No. 263, entitled: 

Transferring money from the Motor License Fund to 
the General Fund; and providing for the subsequent re­
turn from the General Fund of the transferred money. 

And said bill having been read at length the second 
time and agreed to 

Ordered, To be transcribed for a third reading. 

C~NDOLENCE RESOLUTION 
Messrs. VOLDOW and SHEPARD offered a privileged 

resolution which was read, considered and adopted as 
follows: 

In the House of Representatives, February 12, 1941. 
Whereas, News has reached the House of Representa­

tives of the death of the father of one of its members; anct 
Whereas, Isaac Rose, father of Honorable Samuel Rose 

of Philadelphia was a man known for his kindliness and 
love of his family and fellowman; and 

Whereas, The House of Representatives is desirous of 
paying tribute to his memory and. conveying its heartfelt 
expression of sympathy to the family of the deceased; 
be it therefore 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House send a 
~PY of this resolution to the family of the deceased, and 

Messrs. McCLANAGHAN and SHEPARD offered a 
privileged resolution which was read, considered and 
adopted as follows: 

In the House of Representatives, February 12, 1941. 
Whereas, One of the most respected and industrious 

members of the House of Representatives is now receiving 
hospital care at the Misericordia Hospital in Philadelphia; 
and 

Whereas, We of the House of Representatives miss his 
warm presence and desire him back at once, if not sooner; 
and 

Whereas, He is a fighting Irishman and no microbe can 
long keep him down: be it therefore 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House direct a 
copy of this resolution to the Honorable John J. Finnerty 
of Philadelphia, wishing him an immediate recovery from 
his illness so that he may rejoin us in the House of Repre­
sentatives and assist us in the solution of the Common­
wealth's problems. 

REPORT FRO;\f COMMITTEE 
Mr. READINGER, from the Committee on State Govern­

ment reported as committed, House Bill No. 225, entitle::l: 

An Act relating to the national and State defense, pro­
viding for the establishment of a State Council of Defense 
and of local and district councils of defense, prescribing 
the powers and duties thereof, and making an appropria­
tion therefor. 

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS HOUSE 

Mr. RUSH asked and obtained unanimous consent to 
address the House. 

Mr. Speaker, today a number of the Members of this 
House received in their mail boxes a statement that is 
unsigned and bearing no postage with reference to two 
bills which I have introduced here. Many of you know 
that in the city of Chester, in Delaware County, there is 
a case now pending where it is alleged almost one mililon 
dollars were mis-appropriated by someone. Here is the 
statement. 

"You have a municipal authority in your county. Under 
House Bills 222 and 203, these authorities would be placed 
under the Public Utilities Commission. This would mean 
that everything which any small municipalities would 
want done would have to be continually submitted to the 
Commission, creating additional cost. The municipality 
would also have to pay a share of the cost of the opera­
tion of the Public Utilities Commission, as provided by 
law. This would place a burden upon many small munici­
palities. 

If these acts pass, they will certainly mean the end of 
the fight to clear our streams from pollution, because 
sewer authorities, especially joint-sewer authorities which 
are needed in many places, would find it impossible to 
operate under the provisions of the Public Utility Law." 

This statement is unsigned and does not bear postage 
and has no right in the post-office boxes of this House. 

I object to having statements unsigned and with no 
postage placed in my post-office box. I think this is a 
very insidious statement from somebody. 

ADJOURNNIENT 
·Mr. MUNLEY. Mr. Speaker I move that this House do 

now adjourn until Monday, February 17, 1941, at 9 p. m. 
The motion was agreed to, and (at 3:38 p. m.) the House 

adjourned. 


