
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9,1999 

SESSION OF 1999 1830 OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 54 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The House convened at I I a.m., e.s.t. 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(PATRICIA H. VANCE) PRESIDING 

PRAYER 

LT. COL. DOUGLAS McCREADY, guest Chaplain of the 
House of Representatives and State Chaplain of the Pennsylvania 
Army National Guard, offered the following prayer: 

Let us pray: 
Heavenly Father, we are thankful thls day for our free land and 

for the many gifts You have bestowed upon us. We thank You, 
Lord. for those who have dedicated themselves to government 
service. and we pray that You might bless them in this service. 

We ask that You be with the members of this House today as 
they cany out their duties, that You grant them the wisdom, the 
courage, integrity, strength, and perseverance that they need to 
fulfill the call to which You have called them. 

We ask this in Your holy name. Amen. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and 
visitors.) 

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, the approval 
of the Journal of Monday. November 8, 1999, will be postponed 
until printed. The Chair hears no objection. 

HOUSE BILLS 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

No. 2044 By Representat~ves LEH, ALLEN, ARGALL, 
BAKER, BASTIAN, BATTISTO, BELARDI, BELFANTI, 
BENNINGHOFF. BROWNE, COSTA, DALLY, DeLUCA, 
DEMPSEY, EGOLF. FAIRCHILD, FARGO, FICHTER, 
FLEAGLE. FORCER, FRANKEL. GEIST, GLADECK, 
HARHAI, HERMAN. KENNEY, KIRKLAND, MARSICO. 
METCALFE, S. MILLER, NAILOR, PLATTS, RAMOS. 
ROHRER ROSS, RUBLEY, SANTONI, SATHER, SCHRODER, 
SCHULER, SEYFERT, SHANER, B. SMITH, SOLOBAY, 
STABACK, STERN, E.Z. TAYLOR, TIGUE, WILT, 
WOJNAROSKI and YOUNGBLOOD 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for forcing a person into 
a motor vehicle. 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, November 9, 1999. 

No. 2045 By Representatives LEH, FREEMAN, 
HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLIN, ROBERTS, RUBLEY, 
SAYLOR, SOLOBAY, STEELMAN, SURRA, TIGUE, WILT 
and WOJNAROSKI 

An Act amending the act ofJune 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known 
as the Pennsylvania Election Code, providing for protection of 
employment. 

Referred to Committee on STATE GOVERNMENT, 
November 9, 1999. 

No. 2046 By Representatives LEH, BEBKO-JONES, 
BELFANTI, COSTA, EGOLF, FARGO, GEIST, HALUSKA, 
LYNCH, McGILL, MELIO, R. MILLER, SEMMEL, STERN, 
J. TAYLOR, TIGUE, WILT and YOUNGBLOOD 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for penalties for drivers required 
to be licensed. 

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION, November 9, 
1999. 

No. 2047 By Representat~ves \EON, STURLA, SURRA, 
STABACK, BELARDI, EVANS, DeWEESE, DALEY, 
DERMODY, DeLUCA, BATTISTO, CAWLEY, 
CAPPABIANCA, BELFANTI, CARN. VAN HORNE, 
SEYFERT, PRESTON, STEELMAN. RAMOS, THOMAS, 
COLAFELLA, BISHOP, GIGLIOTTI, BROWNE. TRAVAGLIO, 
M. COHEN, GEIST, McGILL, BARD and ROONEY 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), known 
as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for gifted and talented 
education professional requirements; further providing for special 
temporary or special certificates; providing for standards for gifted and 
talented students, for an advisory council on gifted and talented education 
and for a matching grant program; making an appropriation; and making 
an editorial change. 

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, November 9, 1999. 

No. 2048 By Representatives DALEY, DeWEESE, 
GEORGE, BELARDI, GEIST, ARMSTRONG, BEBKO-JONES, 
SEYFERT, RUFFING, EGOLF, LAUGHLIN, McILHINNEY, 
WOJNAROSKI, SHANER, STABACK, GRUCELA, 



An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6,  NO.^), known as 
the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for inheritance tax 
exemptions. 
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Referred to Committee on FINANCE, November 9, 1999. 

YOUNGBLOOD, READSHAW, WILLIAMS, LEH, BELFANTI, 
ROBERTS, CORRIGAN, VAN HORNE, MAITLAND, 
McCALL, DALLY, DeLUCA, HUTCHINSON. FARGO, 
-1, HESS and COLAFELLA 

The clerk of the Senate, being innoduced, presented the 
following extract from the Journal of the Senate, which was read 
as follows: 

SENATE MESSAGE 

ADJOURNMENT RESOLUTION 
FOR CONCURRENCE 

In the Senate 
November 8,1999 

No. 2049 By Representatives DALEY, GEORGE, COY, RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), 
E. 2. TAYLOR SOLOBAY. TRELLO. BARRAR. That when the Senate adioums this week. it reconvene on Mondav. - - 

HFNNESSEY. ' R U F F ~ G .  ' PETRARCA: PETROm: I November IS, 1999, unless sooneirecalled by the President pro Tempo;; . - - - - - - , ~ ~ - - -  , -, - -  -, 
YOUNGBLOOD, SCHULER YUDICHAK, BENNINGHOFF, 
BEBKO-JONES, WILT, GRUCELA, BELFANTI, MARKOSEK, 
LAUGHLIN, BUNT, SHANER, ROONEY, HARHAI, MELIO 
and SEYFERT 

An Act amending Titles 30 (Fish) and 34 (Game) ofthe Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing license fee reductions for individuals 
with disabilities. 

Referred to Comminee on GAME AND FISHERIES, 
November 9, 1999. 

No. 2050 By Representatives VITALI, HENNESSEY, 
ROEBUCK, MICHLOVIC, BENNINGHOFF, HANNA and 
STEELMAN 

An Act amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320). know 
as the Pennsylvania Election Code, providing for declarations of intent for 
certain incumbents; further providing for place and time of filing 
nomination petitions; and imposing a penalty. 

Referred to Comminee on STATE GOVERNMENT, 
November 9.1999. 

No. 2051 Bv Reoresentative PIPPY 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for depositing waste and other 
material on highway, property or waters. 

of the Senate; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That when the House of Representatives adjourns this 

week, it reconvene on Monday, November 15, 1999, unless sooner 
recalled by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
Representatives for its concurrence. 

On the question, 
Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate? 
Resolution was concurred in. 
Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

HOUSE AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives to SB 647, PN 1446. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCUIUlENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION, ~~~~~b~~ 9, The clerk of the Senate, being inuoduced, returned HB 1692, 
I ,,on 1 PN 2613. with information that the Senate has ~a s sed  the same 

No. 2052 By Representat~ves McILHINNEY, BARRAR, 
B R O W ,  L. I. COHEN, DiGIROLAMO, DRUCE, FEESE, 
FRANKEL, HARHAI, HERMAN, RUBLEY, SAYLOR, 
SOLOBAY, STEIL, STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR 
THOMAS, WILT and WRIGHT 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, imposing a penalty for persons not to possess, use, 
manufacture, control, sell or transfer firearms. 

with amendment in which the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives is requested. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is pleased to welcome 
to the hall of the House, as guests of Representative Jane One, 
Aisha Stroop and Michael Ripshinski, who are students from 
Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine for their health 
~o l i cv  and legislative awareness initiative class, and they are - 
seated in the rear of the hall. Would the guests please stand. 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, November 9, 1999. 
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LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there requests for leaves of 
absence? 

The Chair recognizes the majority whip, who moves that the 
g e n t l e m a n  from M o n t g o m e r y  County, Mr. LAWLESS, be excused 
for the day. Without objection, the leave is granted. 

MASTER ROLL CALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is about to take the 
master roll ca l l .  Members will proceed to vote. 

The f o l l o w i n g  roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argali 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barle) 
Barrar 
Basuan 
%~I,>S~O 

Bebko-Jones 
be laid^ 
Belfant~ 
Bennmghofi 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyer 
Browme 
Bunr 
Butkovnz 
Buxton 
Cal tag>mr 
Cappablanca 
Cam 
Casoria 
Cawley 
Chaduwk 
Clvera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohcn. L. I. 
Cohen. Irf 
Colafella 
Comell 
Comgan 
costa 

Daley 
Daily 
DeLuca 
Demprey 
Demcdy 
DeWeere 
DiGirolarno 
Donarucci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Egolf Manderina 
Evans Mann 
Fairchild Markosek 
Fargo Marsico 
Feese Masland 
Fichter Mayemik 
Fleagle McCall 
Fllck McGeehan 
Forcier McGill 
Frankel Mcllhattan 
Freeman Mcllhinney 
Cannon McNaughton 
Gelst Melio 
George Metcalfe 
Gigliotti Michlovic 
Gladeck Micozzie 
Godshall Miller, R. 
Gordner Miller, S. 
Grucela Mundy 
Habay Myers 
Haluska Nailor 
Hanna Nickol 
Harhai O'Brien 
Harhan Oliver 
Hasay Orie 
Hennessey Perzel 
Heman Pesci 
Hershey Petrarca 
Hesa Petrane 
Horsey Phillips 
Hutchinson Pippy 
Jadlou~ec Platts 
James Preston 
Josephs Ramos 
Kaiser Raymond 
Keller Readshaw 
Kenney Reinaid 
Klrkland Rieger 
Krebs Robens 
LaGiotta Robinson 
Laughhn Roebuck 
Lederer Rahrer 
Leh Rwney 
Lescovlv Ross 
Levdansky Rubley 
Lucyk Ruffing 
Lynch Sainato 
Maher Samuelson 
Maitland Santoni 
Major 

NOT VOTING4 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Siaback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimatter 
Sturla 

Tangreni 
Taylor. E. 2. 
Taylor. J. 

Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
wogan 
Wojnarorki 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmeman 
zug  

Gruitza Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

LEAVES A D D E M  

Blaum Lawless Rohrer Trich 
Comell McGill 

LEAVES CANCELED-1 

Lawless 

CALENDAR 

RESOLUTIONS PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

Mrs. COHEN called up HR 259, PN 2355, entitled: 

A Resolution joining in the observance of t h e  Great  American 
Srnokeout o n  November  18, 1999. 

On the question, 
W i l l  the House adopt the resolution? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstmng 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Battisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Beifanti 
Benninghofi 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Bayes 
Broune 
Buxtan 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafeila 
Comell 
Carrigan 
costa 
COY 
Cum/ 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 

Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliatti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGratta 
Laughlln 

Manderino 
Mann 
Markosek 
Marsic0 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCali 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhatran 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Micozde 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Orie 
P e m l  
Pesci 
Perrsrca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
PippY 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Relnard 
Riegei 
Robens 
Robinson 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S .  H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Stinmatter 
Slurla 
Surra 
Tangretti 
Taylor, E. 2 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Wafers 
Williams 
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DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
OeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Dntce 
Eachus 
Egolf 

Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovia 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 

Raebuck Wogan 
Rohrer Wojnaraski 
Raoney Wright 
ROSS Yewcic 
Rubley Youngblood 
Ruffing Yudichak 
Sainato Zimmerman 
Samuelson Zug 
Santoni 

NAY S-O 

NOT VOTING3 

Bunt Butkovin Van Home 

Gmitza Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

The majority having voted in the a f f i a t ive ,  the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the resolution was adopted. 

Mrs. RUBLEY called up HR 293, PN 2507, entitled: 

A Resolution proclaiming November 15, 1999, as "America Recycles 
Day" in  Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

The following roll c a l l  was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argali 
m s t i a n g  
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bwian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
ButkoviQ 
Buxton 
Caitaerone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 

€golf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
F argo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Foxier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hemessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinran 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 

Y E A S 1 9 8  

Manderina 
Mann 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlavic 
Micazzie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myen 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
One 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
pippy 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramor 

Sather 
Saylar 
Schr0der 
Schuler 
Scnmenri 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Sevfen 

smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strittmaner 
Sturla 
Suma 
Tangretti 
Taylor. E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 

Comell 
Carrigan 
Costa 
COY 
cuny 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
oermcdy 
DeWeese 
DiGirolama 
Donatucci 
DNce 
Eachus 

Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGrona 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovin 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 

Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Raoney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Ruffing 
Sainato 
Samuelson 
Santoni 

Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTING4 

G m i m  Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

The majority having voted in the a f f ia t ive ,  the question was 
determined in the af f i rma t ive  and the r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted. 

Ms. BISHOP called up HR 300, PN 2567, entitled: 

A Resolution recognizing the 
o f  Wilt Chamberlain. 

achievements  and honoring the legacy 

On the question, 
W i l l  the House adopt the resolution? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
h s t m n g  
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Battirto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Brownc 
Bunt 
ButkoviQ 
Buxlon 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casono 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleaple 
Flick 
Forcier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
Gwrge 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haiuska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 

Major 
Manderino 
Mann 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNauphton 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myen 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Orie 
P e m l  
Pesci 
Petrarca 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scnmenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
SeyfeR 
Shaner 
Smith. B. 
Smith: S. H. 
Snyder 
Soiobay 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
SNrla 
Surra 
Tangreui 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
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Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Cornell 
Comgan 
Costa 
COY 
CUT 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermcdy 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
Lacram 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovitl 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 

Petrone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramas 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Riegei 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Raebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Ruffing 
Sainato 
Santoni 

Trich 
T N ~  
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblwd 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
z u g  

Samuelson 

NOT VOTING-2 

Gruitla Pisrella Wilt Ryan. 
Lawless Speaker 

The majority having voted in the a f f m a t i v e ,  the question was 
d e t e r m i n e d  in the affmative and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. DeLUCA called up HR 301, PN 2568, entitled: 

A Resolution observing the week o f  November 21 through 27, 1999, 
as "National Family Week" in  Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
W i l l  the House adopt t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ?  

The f o l l o w i n g  r o l l  call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m a r  
Bastian 
Battisio 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bitmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Broune 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forciei 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Cannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 

Manderino 
Mann 
Markosek 
Marsic0 
Marland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNauphton 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Micovie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
SeyferI 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smirh, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Sretler 
Stevenson 
Strittmaner 

Buxton 
Caltagirane 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civea 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Calafella 
Comell 
Comgan 
Cosla 
coy  
cuny 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuea 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGratla 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovin 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 

Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Pmone 
Phillips 
pimy 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramas 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Rabelts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rwney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Rufftng 
Sainato 
Samuelson 
Santoni 

SNrla 
S u r a  
Tangretti 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Woean 
WoGaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmeman 
zu% 

NOT VOTING-3 

Argall Hasay Serafini 

Gruiira Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

The majority having voted in the a f f i a t ive ,  the question was 
determined in the affmative and the r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted. 

Mr. SEMMEL called up HR 302, PN 2569, en t i t l ed :  

A Resolution honoring all Pennsylvania veterans, o n  t h e  occasion o f  
Veterans'  Day, November  11, 1999, w h o  served dur ing  w a r  and peace. 

On the question, 
W i l l  the House a d o p t  the resolution? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Epolf 
Allen Evans 
Armstrong Fairchild 
Baker Fargo 
Bard Feese 
Barley Fichter 
B m a i  Fleagle 
Bastian Flick 
Banisto Forcier 
Bebko-Jones Fiankel 
Belardi Freeman 
Belfanti Cannon 
Benninghoff Geist 
Birmelin George 

YEAS196 

Major 
Manderino 
Mann 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 

Santani 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H 
Snyder 
Solobay 



Bishop 
Blaum 
Boy@ 
B r o w  
Bunt 
Butkovia 
Buxtan 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Calafella 
Comeil 
camp 
costa 
COY 
c u r v  
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donahlcci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Gruitza 
Lawless 

Serafini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith. S. H. 
Snyder 
Salobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strittmaner 
SNrla 
Surra 
Tangreni 
Taylor. E. Z. 
Taylor, 1. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
T N ~  
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vilali 
Walko 
Wachinpon 
Waters 
Williams 
W o w  
Wojnamski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug  

LEGISLATIVE 

Gigliotti Metcalfe Staback 
Gladeck Michlovic Stairs 
Godshall Micouie Steelman 
Gordner Miller, R.  Steil 
Grucela Miller, S. Stem 
Habay Mundy Stevenson 
Haluska Myers Suittmatter 
Hanna Nailor Sturla 
Harhai Nickol S u m  
Harhan O'Brien Tangreni 
Hasay Oliver Taylor, E. 2. 
Hennessey Orie Taylor, I. 
Herman Penel Thomas 
Hershey Pesci Tigue 
Hess Petrarca Tiavaglio 
Horsey Petrone Trello 
Hutchinson Phillips Trich 
ladlowiec pimy T r w  
James Plam Tulli 
Josephs Preston Vance 
Kaiser Rarnos Van Home 
Keller Raymond Vmn 
Kenney Readshaw Vitali 
Kirkland Reinard Walko 
Krebs Rieger Washington 
LaGrotIa Roberts Water5 
Laughlin Robinson Williams 
Lederer Roebuck Wogan 
Leh Rohrer Wojnaroski 
Lescovitz Rmney Wright 
Levdansky ROSS Yewcic 
Lucyk Rubley Youngblwd 
Lynch Ruffing Yudichak 
Maher Sainato Zimmerman 
Maitland Samuelson zug  

NAYS0 

NOT VOTING-2 

Stetler 

EXCUSEP5 

Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Speaker 

JOURNAGHOUSE 

Barrar Flick McCall 
Bastian Farcier McGeehan 
Banisto Frankel McGill 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Mcllhallan 
Belardi Cannon Mcllhinney 
Eelfanti Geist McNaughton 
Benninghoff George Melio 
Birmelin Gigliotti Mercalfe 
Bishop Gladeck Michlovic 
Blaum Godshall Micouie 
Boyes Gordner Miller, R. 
Browne Grucela Miller, S. 
Bunt Habay Mundy 
Budtovia Haluska Myers 
Buxton Hanna Nailor 
Calragirone Harhai Nickol 
Cappabianca Harhan O'Brien 
Cam Hasay Oliver 
Casorio Hennessey .Oiie 
Cawley Heman Penel 
Chadwick Hershey Pesci 
Civera Hess Petrarca 
Clark Horsey Peuone 
Clyrner Hutchinson Phillips 
Cohen, L. I. Jadiowiec P~PPY 
Cohen, M. James Plam 
Colafella Josephs Preston 
Comell Kaiser Ramos 
Comgan Keller Raymond 
Costa Kenney Readshaw 
COY Kirkland Reinard 
cum Krebs Rieger 
Dailey LaGrotu Roberts 
Daley Laughlin Robinson 
Dally Lederer Rwbuck 
DeLuca Leh Rohrer 
Dempsey Lescavitz Rmney 
Dermody Levdansky ROSS 
DeWeese Lucyk Rubley 
DiGiiolamo Lynch Ruffing 
Donatucci Maher Sainato 
Druce Maitland Samuelson 
Eachus Major Santani 
Egolf 

NAYS4 

NOT VOTING1 

* * * 

Mr. SAYLOR called up HR 307, PN 2601, entitled: 

The majority having voted in the affmative, the question was 
determined in the affmative and the resolution was adopted. 

I Gruitza Pistella Will Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

Argall 

A Resolution designat ing November 15. 1999, as "Volunteer The majority having voted in the affumative, the question was 
Firefighter, Emergency Medical  Services, Rescue Squad  a n d  Fire Police determined in the affmative and the resolution was adopted. 
Recognition Day" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Evans Manderino Sather 
Allen Fairchild Mann Saylar 
h s r r o n g  Fargo Markasek Schrader 
Baker Feese Marsico Schuler 
Bard Fichter Masland Scrimenti 
Barley Fleagle Mayemik Semmel 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would the gen t lem.  Mr. Tigue, 
please come to the podium. 

VETERANS DAY OBSERVAh'CE 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(THOMAS M. TIGUE) PRESIDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Would the members please take their seats. 
Several weeks ago Representative Paul Clymer wrote to 

Speaker Ryan suggesting that we pay mbute to our veterans. 
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The Speaker agreed, and today we will take a few minutes to honor 
those who have so freely given of themselves to defend our 
freedoms. Accordingly, we will now begin our Veterans Day 
program. 

INVOCATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The invocation will be offered by 
Lt. Col. Douglas McCready, State Chaplain, Pennsylvania Army 
National Guard. 

Upon completion of the invocation we will remain standing for 
the presenting and posting of the colors, for the national anthem, 
and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members and guests will please rise. 

LT. COL. DOUGLAS McCREADY offered the following 
prayer: 

Let us pray: 
Lord God, our Heavenly Father, this morning we pause to 

honor those who have served in defense of our nation and our 
Commonwealth. We are grateful for the sacrifices these 
Pennsylvania veterans have made and continue to make for our 
liberty and secwity. We thank You, Lord, for men and women who 
have willingly given of themselves - their time and even their 
freedom and their lives - for the sake of the common good. 

We remember, too. this morning the members of 
Pennsylvania's Army and Air National Guard who are helping 
even now to defend freedom, preserve order, and save lives here 
in Pemsylvania and around the world. Watch over and protect 
their families and loved ones when they are absent and keep them 
safe and healthy as they go about their work. 

We pray all these rhings in Your holy name. Amen. 

PRESENTING AND POSTING OF COLORS 

The SPEAKER pro tcmpore. Technical Sergeant Simmons, 
please present and post thc colors. 

(The colors were presented and posted by the Pennsylvania Air 
National Guard 193d Base Honor Guard.) 

S.ATIOSAL ANTHEM 

("The Star-Span:led Banner" was sung by the Cumberland 
Valley High School tn\cmblc ) 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. MERLI. Would you please join me in saying the Pledge. 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and 
visitors.) 

WELCOMING REMARKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Please take your seats. 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient and Lackawanna 

County native who just led us in the Pledge of Allegiance, 

Gino Merli, Major General Lynch, Chaplain McCready, members 
of the House of Representatives, especially those 50 veterans who 
serve here, and distinguished guests: 

Welcome to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, a place 
where we honor the courage and kind of heroism exemplified by 
Pfc. Gino Merli, who on September 4, 1944, surrounded by the 
enemy after covering the withdrawal of his comrades, remained 
alone at his post throughout the night with his machine gun firing, 
firing upon and confusing the enemy into submission. The 
following morning, as Giio Merli sat there by himself and daylight 
came, there were 52 enemy dead, and the Americans were able to 
withdraw safely. 

We honor the accomplishments and sacrifices like this, we 
admire the dedication to the principles of freedom and justice, and 
we cherish the traditions of our forefathers. The tradition of 
honoring American veterans began a year after World War I when 
President Wilson declared that Armistice Day would be held every 
November I I. In 1954, as we know, it was changed to Veterans 
Day, a day we set aside to honor all veterans. 

Today we continue this tradition by honoring all veterans who 
have served to defend the democratic principles of the United 
States. Many veterans have wimessed the effects war had on their 
comrades. Let us today remember those who gave their lives in the 
service to our nation. Let us remember the service men and women 
who were maimed both physically and mentally by the horrors of 
war. Let us remember those who survived combat. Let us 
remember also those who served on foreign soil and at desolate 
outposts throughout the globe. Let us remember every serviceman 
and every servicewoman who has sacrificed the comforts of home 
and endured the separation of family to provide humanitarian 
assistance and peacekeeping efforts throughout the world. For this 
we are truly grateful. 

Please join me in thanking our veterans both living and dead. 
Let us now observe a moment of silence and offer a prayer of 
gratitude to our veterans, all who have made immeasurable 
contributions to the history of mankiid and the freedom we enjoy 
today. Let us bow our heads. 

(Whereupon, the members of the House and all visitors 
observed a moment of silence.) 

INTRODUCTION OF VETERANS 

Mr. MICHLOVIC. It is my distinct pleasure and honor this 
morning to introduce our special guests, veterans of foreign wars. 
I would ask that the members hold their applause until all the 
guests are introduced, and as I call their name, would they please 
rise: Kenneth Cahill. Vietnam; Richard Coccimiglio, Vietnam; 
Ed Comly, World War 11; Dominic DiFrancesco, Korea; 
Harold Fisher, World War I1 and Korea; Paul Hastings, Viemam; 
Frank Lopes, Korea: V i c e  Malatesta, World War 11; Gino Merli, 
World War 11, Medal of Honor recipient; Ralph Mahaffie, 
World War I; John Neeves, Vietnam; Thomas O'Comor, Korea; 
John Patten, Korea and Vietnam; Ike Recife, World War 11; 
Lany Reece, Vietnam; Stanley Reinhard, Korea; Gary Reph, 
Vietnam; Joe Stivala. National Guard. 

Let us please welcome them with a great round of applause. 
Please be seated. 
I would also llke to make note on the back of your program 

today, and I would ask all of the members and the staff who are 
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veterans to please rise, and give them a round of applause. 
Veterans, please rise. 

Thank you. 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

("America the Beautiful" was played by the Cumberland Valley 
High School Brass Quintet.) 

and strongest supporter of veterans' issues, my boss, 
Governor Tom Ridge, I acknowledge the many veterans in 
attendance, those among your body as well as our distinguished 
guests. 

To Mr. Merli, sir, your Medal of Honor symbolizes the valor 
and patriotism of all veterans. One awful night in Belgium in 1944, 
overrun and alone, you stood your ground against repeated enemy 
attacks. You came back again and again, your machine gun 
inflicting heavy losses and ensuring the next morning's victory. 

INTRODUCTION OF 
Thank you for your deeds that night and for a lifetime of devoted 
service to America and her veterans. 

MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM B. LYNCH And Mr. Mahaffie, God bless you, sir, and thank you for being 

Mr. SEMMEL. Colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, young 
women and men, Major General William Berger Lynch was 
appointed by Governor Tom Ridge as the 49th Adjutant General 
and commander of the Pennsylvania National Guard, 
headquartered at Fort Indiantown Gap. 

In this Cabinet position he is responsible for command, control, 
and supervision of all Air and Army National Guard units 
allocated to the State of Pennsylvania, five State-owned veterans' 
homes, the Scotland School for Veterans' Children, and programs 
for Pennsylvania's 1.3 million veterans. 

In view of General Lynch's direct oversight for the various 
State-admiistered programs for our Commonwealth's veteran 
populatio~ we found it befitting to invite Adjutant General Lynch 
here today to offer some remarks on the importance of our veterans 
community and the true need to honor these men and women 
for their heroic service to our countly and Commonwealth. 
General Lynch is indeed a key leader of our veterans community. 
Thus we feel that it is appropriate for him to address this body 
today as we celebrate the last Veterans Day of the 1900s. 

Accompanying Adjutant General Lynch is the Deputy Adjutant 
General for Veterans Affairs, Deputy Adjutant General 
John Patten, who had been introduced a little earlier. He is indeed 
a true friend of the veterans community, and we are pleased as well 
that he could be here today. 

Adjutant General Lynch, welcome to the hall of the House, and 
we would now welcome you to address our ranks on this 
celebrated occasion. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY 
MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM B. LYNCH 

MAJOR GENERAL LYNCH. Thank you. Thank you very 
much. Thank you, sir. 

Before I start, I would like to, if it is appropriate, thank the 
Honor Guard from the Pennsylvania National Guard - you look 
great today - and the young people from Cumberland Valley High 
School. I thought you did a magnificent job presenting the colors, 
and I am very proud, and I khii one of the things that today is all 
about is ths  mixing of the generations and the obligations of 
service that we all have. 

Mr. Speaker, Chairman Semmel, Representative Clymer, 
Chairman Michlovic, members of the House: 

Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to speak 
to you today. I believe it is indicative of the longstanding support 
this body has provided to the work of my department on behalf of 
veterans and citizen-soldiers in the Commonwealth. For that I am 
deeply grateful. On behalf of the Commonwealth's chief veteran 

there as you were for our nation so many long yea& ago during 
World War I, and I might notelhat Mr. Mahaffie is closing in on 
100 years. 

To all my fellow veterans here today, I say your service over 
the years has helped preserve the very principles of freedom and 
democracy which tlus seat of govemment represents. It has always 
been that way in America. Since the time the Declaration of 
Independence was signed, there have always been men and women 
among us who have been willing to step fonvard to pledge their 
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor to assure the survival 
of our liberties. It is these men and women whom we honor each 
year at Veterans Day. 

The justice of their cause was crystal clear to our nation's first 
veterans. The founders of the new republic had proclaimed that all 
men were free and endowed with inalienable rights; that people of 
all races, colors, and creed could live at peace with each other in 
one nation; that people could worship their own God without fear 
of interference; that anyone, no matter how humbly born, could 
rise to the highest positions in government, society, and commerce; 
and most of all, that people could govern themselves without the 
need to be told by kings or princes how to lead their lives. 

That was a powerful message sent from the New World to the 
Old. The revolution was won, and its revolutionary ideas set in 
motion a worldwide struggle between two competing value 
systems: one founded on the worth and dignity of the individual; 
the other based on submission to the power and tyranny of the 
state. 

Begun in the 18th century, that smggle continued into the 20th 
and now, as the last Veterans Day of the cenhlry approaches, we 
honor once again that long l~ne  of patriots who fought to preserve 
the ideals we cherish and to extend the blessings of freedom and 
peace throughout the world. 

Ours was a turbulent century, shaped by conflict and war, and 
veterans played a pivotal role in determining the final outcome. 
When evil threatened or good intentions failed, they forced the 
issue. What motivated them? An inscription at Arlington Cemetery 
seems to say it all: "Not for fame or reward ... not for place or 
rank.. .not lured by ambition or goaded by necessity.. .but in 
simple obedience to duty as they understood it, these men suffered 
all -sacrificed all - dared all." 

In the dank trenches of France, the deadly beaches of 
Normandy, the frozen hills of the Ch'osan Reservoir, the foul 
swamps of the Mekong Delta, the desert wastes of the Persian Gulf 
-wherever our veterans were called to serve, they took a stand and 
they made a difference, and they still make a difference. At this 
very moment, citizen-soldiers from your Pennsylvania National 
Guard are serving on duty in Bosnia, the same land where an 
anarchist bullet triggered the first great war of the 20th century. 
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Your sons and daughters are smving at centu~y's end to build a 
fmal, lasting peace. 

These guardsmen are veterans no less than combat-tested 
heroes like Gino Merli and so many others in this room. Everyone 
who wears America's uniform can proudly claim the title 
"veteran." Like their comrades of earlier generations, they stand 
ready, with selfless courage, to answer the nation's call. And they 
are a breed apart. Today, fewer and fewer people have any 
understanding of the military, let alone military experience. A 
booming economy and a culture of instant gratification are making 
it harder and harder to fill the ranks of America's Armed Forces. 

At a time when the notion of serving one's nation has become 
almost quaint, our veterans, young and old, set a shiming example. 
They are the keepers of the flame, the bearers of our national 
ideals. They know more than anyone else that freedom is not free, 
for they have paid the price. Some bear the wounds of war; some 
still mourn their fallen comrades; all gave, if not their lives, then 
a lifetime of dedicated service. Renewed by generations to come, 
that commitment will keep America free and spread the h i t s  of 
democracy around the globe. 

The famous poem often cited at Veterans Day opens with a 
poignant image of death on the battlefields of World War I: 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow, 
Between the crosses, row on row... . 

Yet later on the poem speaks very much to us, the living, with 
words of hope and faith: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold i t  high. 

To those who serve today, those words link the sacrifice of the 
past with the promise of the future. Thank you for keeping 
America's torch held high. God bless you. God bless America. 

MUSICAL PATRIOTIC TRIBUTE 

("God Bless America" was sung by the Cumberland Valley 
High School Ensemble.) 

BENEDICTION 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL McCREADY. Receive now the 
benediction. 

Now may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make 
His face to shine upon you. May the Lord tum His face toward you 
and be gracious to you, and may He grant you His grace and His 
peace, now and always. Amen. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This concludes the service, and let 
me thank the Cumberland Valley Ensemble and the Air National 
Guard Color Guard for participating today, and I think it is most 
appropriate that today we stand here honoring veterans on the 
10th anniversary of the tearing down of the Berlin Wall, the 
symbol of oppression and t)lanny. So those who served who stand 
the diligent watch, brought about the c~mbl ing  of the 
Soviet Union, and it is appropriate today. 

That concludes the ceremonies. 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes 

Representative Cohen. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, there will be a Democratic caucus 

immediately upon the recess. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House will be in recess until 
1 p.m. 

AFTER RECESS 

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(J. SCOT CHADWICK) PRESIDING 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

HB 603, PN 631 By Rep. BOYES 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6,  NO.^), known as 
the Tax Refom Code of 1971, further providing for personal income tax 
definitions; and providing for a higher education credit against personal 
income tax. 

FINANCE 

HB 916, PN 1016 By Rep. GANNON 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for the protection of 
employment of witnesses under subpoena. 

JUDICIARY. 

HB 1294, PN 1484 By Rep. GANNON 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for simple assault. 

JUDICIARY. 

HB 1588, PIV 1932 By Rep. GANNON 

A n  4cr ar~:enJ~ni 1 1 1  c 12 I 1~Jla.r) dnd Jud~c~al Prwedurc or the 
Psnns!.l\an~a Consslidated Slarure~. pro\ ~ d ~ n p  for ~nquiq as w the wurcc 
of security for bail in dmg offenses. 

JUDICIARY 
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By Rep. BOYES SB 647, PN 1446 

4n Act amendlng the act of \larch 4, 197 1 ( P L  6, So.21. knoun as An .Act ebvdbl~shlnf a Un~forrn Consrmction Code: lmposlng powers 
the Tax Reiorm Cde  of 1971, further ~ro\ldlne for exclusion, horn sale, I and dut~cs on rnun~c~palities and the Depamnent of Labor and lndustn: - . . 
and use tax. providing for enforcement; imposing penalties; and making repeals. 

FINANCE. Whereupon, the Speaker pro tempore, in the presence of the 
House, signed the same. 

SB 824, PN 901 By Rep. GANNON GUESTS INTRODUCED 

JUDICIARY. 

An Act amending Title I8 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for purchase, consumption, 
possession or transportation of liquor or malt or brewed beverages by 
minors. 

Alexandra G i g ,  and they are dbwn in the front. Would they please 
stand. Welcome to the hall of the House. Please also welcome their 
parents, Mr. John Davis and Mrs. Leah Quig, who are seated to the 
left of the Speaker. Would they please rise. Welcome to the hall of 

~h~ SPEAKER pro tempore. ~h~ chair like to welcome 
young people who are today as guest pages as the 

wests of Revresentative Chris Ross. Thev are Nichole Davis and 

BILL REPORTED AND REREFERRED TO the House. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
Representative Pat Vance from Cumberland County has some 

guests here with her today. Brandi Beers and Jason Groh are 

By Rep. BOYES I &dents at East ~ e n n s b o r o ~ i g h  School, and they are seated in the 
gallery. Would they please rise. Welcome to the hall of the House. 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for refunds. 

FINANCE. 

HOUSE BILL 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

The following bills, having been called up, were considered 
for the second time and agreed to, and ordered transcribed for 
third consideration: 

No. 2053 By Representatives SCHRODER, SOLOBAY, I SB 1050. PN 1385; and HB 2035. PN 2598, 
HUTCHINSON. FARGO, E. 2. TAYLOR. FLICK, 
HENNESSEY, ROSS, RUBLEY, ARGALL, BARD, BARRAR, 
BASTIAN. BEBKO-JONES. BELARDI. COSTA. CURRY. ' I BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

SURRA, TANGRETTI, TRUE, VAN H O W ,  WILLIAMS, 
WILT, WOJNAROSKI and YOUNGBLOOD I 

, ' ~~ 

DAILEY, DALEY, DALLY, FICHTER, FORCIER, GEORGE: 
HARHAI, HERSHEY, HORSEY, KENNEY, LEH, LYNCH, 
R. S. MILLER, MUNDY, NICK% PLATTS, 
READSHAW, ROONEY, SANTONI, STABACK, STERN, 

An Act amendine Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsvlvania 

BILL PASSED OVER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. HF3 1152 will be over for the day. 

- 
Con\olidated Smtutes. iunhcr pro\~dlng for payment5 to ,pec~al fund;, 
~ n d  pro\~dins for drl~er rlui~ej in emergcnc! response arcas 

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION, November 9, 
1999. 

BILL SIGNED BY 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 
presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the title 
was publicly read as follows: 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The lady from Beaver County, 
Representative Laughlin, has some special guests with her today. 
Up in the gallery, I believe, is Cub Scout Pack 498 from Ambridge 
with their Cub master and pack leaders. Would they please rise. 
Welcome to the hall of the House. 

We have another guest today serving as a guest page. 
Abby Shiffler, a junior at Lower Dauphin High School, is here as 
the guest of Representative Ron Marsico. Would she please rise. 
Welcome to the hall of the House. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair notes the presence on 
the floor of the gentleman from Montgomery County, Mr. Lawless, 
and directs that the clerk add his name to the master roll. 
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BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1970, 
PN 2457, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of February 14, 1990 (P.L.62, N0.l I ) ,  
known as the Noncontrolled Substances Reporting and Registration Act, 
further providing for chemicals subject to registration and for penalties. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the 
gentleman, Mr. George, has withdrawn his amendment to this bill. 
The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Bill was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 

Tbe question is, shall the bill pass fmally? 

Mr. Dermody, on f m l  passage? The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. DERMODY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this is the fmt in a package of bills - three bills, 

I thmk, that we will do today - dealing with GHB (gamma 
hydroxybutyic acid) and GBL (gamma butyrolactone), the 
date-rape drug. We have a serious problem in Pennsylvania, 
indeed across the country, with abuse of GHB and GBL being used 
by sexual predators on our college campuses and in bars 
throughout our State. We have three hills today to answer that 
problem and give law enforcement the tools they need to regulate 
and criminal'lze the use of GHB and GBL. 

My House hill, 1971, is necessary because the main component 
of GHB, GBL, is commonly used as a floor cleaner. It is available 
at most hardware stores throughout the Commonwealth. However, 
when GBL is ingested, the body converts it to GHB with the same 
effect and the same results, and it is being used as such throughout 
the Commonwealth today. 

What h s  bill does is it changes the definition of a designer 
drug to allow GBL, when use& 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
Mr. DERMODY. Sure. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. I believe you may be referring to 

HB 1971. Would you doublecheck. please? 
Mr. DERMODY. I am. I am sony. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Do you wish recognition on 

1970? We are on 1970. 
Mr. DERMODY. Is that Representative Benninghoft's bill? 

I apologize. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the questlon recurrmg. 
Shall the b~ll pa?;> finally" 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of the 

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
hstmng 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B a r n  
Bastian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boves 
~ r o w n e  
Bunt 
Butkovia 
Buiton 
Calmgimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Cornell 
Corrigan 
Costa 
coy 
curry 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Demody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donahlcci 
DNce 
Eachus 

Egolf Major 
Evans Manderino 
Fairchild Mann 
Fargo Markosek 
Feese Marsico 
Fichter Masland 
Fleagle Mayemik 
Flick McCall 
Forcier MeGeehan 
Frankel McGill 
Freeman Mcllhanan 
Cannon Mcllhinney 
Geist McNaughton 
George Melio 
Giglioni Metcalfe 
Gladeck Michlovic 
Gadshall Micozzie 
Gordner Miller. R. 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennesey 
Heman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadiowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGrona 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescoviiz 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 

~ i l l e r ;  S. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailar 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Orie 
Peml 
Pesci 
Pemrca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberrs 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rmney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Rufting 
Sainato 
Samuelson 
Santoni 

Sather 
Sayior 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
SeyfeR 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solabay 
Sraback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 

Tangetti 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 

True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmeman 
zug 

NOT VOTING4 

Gruirra Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Speaker 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affumative, the question was determined in the a f f i t i v e  and the 
hill passed finally. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 
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On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

* * * 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1971, PN 
2458, entitled: 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the 
gentleman, Mr. George, has withdrawn his amendment to this bill 
as well, and the Chair thanks the gentleman. 

Argall Fairchild Mann Schroder 
Amstrong Fargo Ma~kosek Schuler 
Baker Feese Marsieo Scrimenti 
Bard Fichter Masland Semmel 
Barley Fieagle Mayemik Serafini 
B a r n  Flick McCall Sevfen 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Bill was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on fnal passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass fmally? 

On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny County, Mr. Dermody. 

Mr. DERMODY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to incorporate by reference my 

previous comments on this bill and take the opportunity to thank 
Representative Benninghoff for the hard work he has done on his 
bill and the package we have put together to control this date-rape 
drug and ask the members' support for all three bills so that we can 
fmally give law enforcement the tools they need to stop the abuse 
of these drugs. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On final passage, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Centre County, Mr. Beminghoff. 
Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to also echo the comments of Representative 

Dermody. We would be remiss to not also recognize 
Representative Steelman, who was very instrumental early on, as 
well as the Judiciary Committee. We often talk in this Assembly 
about protecting our young people. Well, here is an opportunity to 
do that. 

I compliment Representative Dermody on h s  diligence toward 
this bill and allowing us to be able to do what we need to medically 
with this substance but still protect our young people and allow us 
to prosecute those who want to subdue individuals against their 
will. Thank you very much. 

On the question retuning, 
Shall the hill pass fmally? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of the 

ConstiNtion, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Egolf Major Sather 
Allen Evans Manderino Saylor 

Bastian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Rlaum 
Boyes 
Brawne 
Bunt 
Butkovie 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. 1. 
Cohen. M. 
Colafella 
Cornell 
C0l~igan 
Costa 
COY 
c u n y  
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Demody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Forcier McGeehan 
Frankel McGill 
Freeman Mcllhattan 
Cannon Mcllhinney 
Geia McNaughton 
George Melio 
Gigliani Metcalfe 
Gladeck Michlavic 
Godshall Micouie 
Gordner Miller, R. 
G ~ c e l a  Miller, S. 
Habay Mundy 
Haluska 'Myers 
Hanna Nailor 
Harhai Niekol 
Harhan O'Brien 
Hasay Oliver 
Hennessey Orie 
Herman Perzel 
Henhey Pesci 
Hess Petrarca 
Horsey Petrone 
Hutchinson Phillips 
Jadlawiec P~PPY 
James Plats 
Josephs Preston 
Kaiser Ramos 
Keller Raymond 
Kenney Readshaw 
Kirkland Reinard 
Krebs Rieger 
LaGmm Roberts 
Laughlin Robinson 
Lawless Roebuck 
Lederei Rohrer 
Leh Rooney 
Lescovie Ross 
Levdansky Rubley 
Lucyk Ruffing 
Lynch Sainato 
Maher Samuelson 
Maitland Santoni 

NOT VOTING4 

Pisfella Wilt 

~ h a n e r  
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Smnmaaer 
Sturla 
S u m  
Tan@ 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, 1. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug  

Ryan, 
Speaker 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affumative, the question was determined in the affirmative and the 
bill passed finally. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Bucks 
County, Representative Gene DiGirolamo, has with him today as 
guests students from the St. Charles School in Bensalem. They are 
in the balcony. Would they please rise. Welcome to the hall of the 
House. 
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BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 798, PN 
1415, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.@), entitled 
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, further 
providing for schedules of controlled substances; and providing for 
penalties. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the 
gentlema Mr. George, has withdrawn his amendment to this bill. 
The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands the 
gentleman, Mr. G a ~ o n .  wishes to make a motion to suspend the 
rules to offer an amendment. The gentleman is recognized for that 
purpose. 

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to move to suspend the rules to offer amendment 

A4130 to SB 798. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moved by the gentleman, 

Mr. Gannon, that the rules of the House be suspended so that he 
may immediately offer amendment A4130 to SB 798. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Dermody. 

Mr. DERMODY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that this is an agreed-to 

amendment. We all support the amendment, and it is very 
important to the bill- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Dermody, we are on the 
motion to suspend, not on the merits. 

Mr. DERMODY. Well, we support the motion to suspend. 1 
cannot get anythmg right yet. but yes, we support this motion to 
suspend. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Those in favor of the motion to 
suspend the rules will vote "aye"; those opposed, "no." 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS195 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argll 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Bmai  
Bastian 

Egolf Manderino 
Evans Mann 
Fairchild Markosek 
Fargo Manico 
Feese Masland 
Fichter Mayernik 
Fleagle McCall 
Flick McGeehan 
Forcier McGill 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schrader 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmei 
Seratini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 

IURNAG 

Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Beifanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
B T O W ~  
Bunt 
Bukavitz 
Burton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I.  
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Comell 
Comgan 
Costa 
coy 
curry 
Dailey 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGiralamo 
Donahlcci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Daley 

Gruitza 

-HOUSE 

Frankel Mcllhattan 
Freeman Mcllhinney 
Cannon McNaughton 
Geist Melio 
George Mercalfe 
Gigliorti Michlovic 
Gladeck Micozzie 
Godshall Miller, R. 
Gordner Miller, S. 
Grucela Mundy 
Habay Myen  
Haluska Nailor 
Harhai Nickol 
Harfian O'Brien 
Hasay Oliver 
Hennessey Orie 
Herman Peml 
Hershey Pesci 
Hess P e t m a  
Horsey Petrone 
Hutchinson Phillips 
Jadlowiec P~PPY 
James Plans 
Josephs Preston 
Kaiser Ramos 
Keller Raymond 
Kenney Readshaw 
Kirkland Reinard 
LaGrotta Rieger 
Laughlin Robens 
Lawless Robinson 
Lederei Roebuck 
Leh Rahrer 
LexoviK Rooney 
Levdansky Ross 
Lucyk Rubley 
Lynch Rufing 
Maher Sainaro 
Maitland Samuelson 
Major Santoni 

Hanna Krebs 

NOT VOTING4 

Pistella Wilt 

Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solabay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strittrnatter 
Sturla 
sum 
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. Z, 
Taylor. J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trella 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Younghid 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan. 
Speaker 

A majority of the members required by the rules having voted 
in the affmative, the question was determined in the affmative 
and the motion was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. GANNON offered the following amendment No. A4130: 

Amend Sec. 1, page 1, line 15, by striking out "Section 4(3)" and I inserting ~~~-~~~~~~ - 
Section 4(1) and (3) 

Amend Sec. I ,  page I, line 18, by striking out "and" and inserting 
, December 22, 1989 (P.L.700, No.91) and 

Amend Sec. 1, page I,  line 18, by striking out "is" and insetting 
are 

Amend Sec. I (Sec. 4). page 2, by inserting between lines 2 and 3 
( I )  Schedule I-In determining that a substance comes within this 

schedule, the secretary shall find: a high potential for abuse, no currently 
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accepted medical use in the United States, and a lack of accepted safety 
for use under medical supervision. The following conholled substances 
are included in this schedule: 

(i) Any of the following opiates, including their isomers, esters, 
ethers, salts, and salts of isomers, esters, and ethers, unless specifically 
excepted, whenever the existence of such isomers, esters, ethers and salts 
is possible within the specific chemical designation: 

I. Acetylmethadol. 
2. Allylprodine. 
3. Alphacetylmethadol. 
4. Alphameprodine. 
5. Alphamethadol. 
6. Benzethidine. 
7. Betacetylmethadol. 
8. Betameprodine. 
9. Betamethadol. 
10. Betaprodine. 
I I .  Clonitazene. 
12. Dextromoramide. 
13. Dextrorphan (except its methylether). 
14. Diampromide. 
15. Diethylthiarnbutene. 
16. Dimenoxadol. 
17. Dimepheptanol. 
18. Dimethylthiambutene. 
19. Dioxaphetyl butyrate. 
20. Dipipanone. 
21. Ethylmethylthiambutene. 
22. Etonitazene. 
23. Etoxeridine. 
24. Furethidine. 
25. Hydroxypethidine. 
26. Ketobemidone. 
27. Levomoramide. 
28. Levophenacylmorphan. 
29. Morpheridine. 
30. Noracyrnethadol. 
31. Norlevorphanol. 
32. Nomethadone. 
33. Norpipanone. 
34. Phenadoxone. 
35. Phenampromide. 
36. Phenomorphan. 
37. Phenoperidine. 
38. Piritramide. 
39. Proheptazine. 
40. Properidine. 
41. Racemoramide. 
42. Trirneperidine. 
(ii) Any ofthe following opium derivatives, their salts, isomers and 

salts of isomers, unless specifically excepted, whenever the existence of 
such salts, isomers and salts of isomers is possible within the specific 
chemical designation: 

I .  Acetorphine. 
2. Acetyldihydrocodeine. 
3. Benzylmorphine. 
4. Codeine methylbromide. 
5. Codeine-N-Oxide. 
6. Cyprenorphine. 
7. Desomorphine. 
8. Dihydromorphine. 
9. Etorphine. 
10. Heroin. 
I I. Hydromorphinol. 
12. Methyldesorphine. 
13. Methylhydromorphine. 
14. Morphine methylbromide. 

15. Morphine methylsulfonate. 
16. Morphine-N-Oxide. 
17. Myrophine. 
18. Nicocodeine. 
19. Nicomorphine. 
20. Nonnorphine. 
21. Pholcodine. 
22. Thebacon. 
(iii) Any material, compound, mixture, or preparation which 

contains any quantity of the following hallucinogenic substances, their 
salts, isomers, and salts of isomers, unless specifically excepted, whenever 
the existence of such salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is possible within 
the specific chemical designation: 

I. 3,4-methylenedioxy amphetamine. 
2. 5-methoxy-3,4-methylenedioxy amphetamine. 
3. 3,4,5-trimethoxy amphetamine. 
4. Bufotenine. 
5. Diethyltryptarnine. 
6. Dimethyltryptamine. 
7. 4-methyl-2.5-dimethoxyamphetamine. 
8. Ibogaine. 
9. Lysergic acid diethylamide. 
10. Mescaline. 
I I. Peyote. 
12. N-ethyl J-piperidyl benzilate. 
13. N-methyl-3-piperidyl benzilate. 
14. Psilocybin. 
15. Psilocyn. 
16. Tetrabydrocannabinols. 
(iv) Marihuana. 
(v) Any material, compound, mixture or preparation which contains 

any quantity of the following substances, including the salts, isomers and 
salts of isomers: 

1. Methaqualone. 
(vi) Gamma hvdroxvbutvric acid. any salt. hvdroxvbutvric 

comnound. deni*at~\e or orenamrlon of eamma hvdrox\bunmc acid. 
~nclud~ne an\ isomers. esters and cthcri and salts of isomers. eilcrs and 
ethers of eamma hvdroxvbuhiric acid, exceot eamma-butvrolactone 
(GBL). whenever the existence of such isomers. esters and salts is 
possible within the soecific chemical desienation. For Durposes of 
securihi requirements imoosed bv law or reeulation uDon reeistered 
d~srnburorj and reeiilered manufacturers. r h ~ i  sub~~ance  when 
manufactured. disrnburcd or Doisciscd in accordance s ~ r h  an eremnrion 
anprored undcr sectlon i05c11 ofthe Federdl Food, DNC and Cosmetic 
Act 152 St31 I01u. 2 I CS C 8 301 51 leu.! shall, n u t u ~ ~ h n a n d ~ n c  an\ 
orher nro\lslon of 1h13 act. bc 2lasr1iled ds 3 controlled subslance in 
Schedule 111 of this section. 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 4). page 5, lines 26 through 28, by striking out 
"whenever the existence of such" in line 26, all oflines 2 j  and 28and 
inserting 

contained in a drue oroduct for which an 
a~~l ica t ion  has been apvroved under section 505 of 
the Federal Food. Dme, and Cosmetic Act. 

O n  the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. O n  that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Delaware County, Mr. Gannon. 

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this is an agreed-to amendment. It essentially lets 

a company in Pennsylvania continue to m a n u f a c m  GHB to he 
provided to those patients who have serious illnesses which GHB 
provides a satisfacto~yremedy. Any other use of  the drug would be 
a schedule I, and I ask for a "yes" vote o n  the amendment. 
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Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Bmar  
Bastian 
Banlsto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belard! 
Belfan~i 
Benn~nghoff 
Birmehn 
Bishop 
Biaum 
B o y s  
Broune 
Bunt 
Buhor ia  
Buxton 
Caltagtrone 
Cappab~anca 
Cam 
casono 
Cawiey 
Chadwick 
Civem 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen. L. I. 
Cohen. M. 
Colafella 
Comeii 
Comgan 
costa 
COY 
curry 
Dailey 
Daiey 
Daliy 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
DeWeer  
DiGtrolamo 
Donatucci 
h c e  
Eachus 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the question, the Chair 
recognizes the lady from Philadelphia, Representative Manderino. 

Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the maker of the amendment stand for brief interrogation? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, 

indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation, but before 
you begin, let me hy to get some quiet. 

The House will come to order. Members will please take their 
conversations outside the hall of the House. 

Representative Mandenno. 
Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Actually, during that brief break I got an explanation to the 

concern that I had, and so I do not need to interrogate the maker. 
Thank you. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

ring roll call was recorded: 

NAYS4 

NOT VOTING4 

E X C U S E N  

Gruitza Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Speaker 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the ammdment was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on thud consideration as 

amended? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

Egalf Major 
Evans Manderino 
Fairchiid Mann 
Fargo Markosek 
Feese Marsica 
Fichter Masland 
Fleagie Mayemik 
Flick McCall 
Farcier McGeehan 
Frankel McGiil 
Freeman McIlhamn 
Gannon Mellhinney 
Geist McNaughtan 
George Meiio 
Gigiiooi Metcalfe 
Gladeck Michlovic 
Godshall Micouie 
Gordner Miller, R. 
G ~ e e l a  Miller, S. 
Habay Mundy 
Haluska Myen 
Hanna Naiior 
Harhai Nickol 
Harhan O'Brien 
Hasay Oliver 
Hennessey Orie 
Herman Perzel 
Hershey Pesci 
Hess Petrarca 
Horsey Perone 
Hurchinson Phiilips 
Jadlowiec  pi^^^ 
James PlaN 
Josephs Preston 
Kaiser Ramos 
Keller Raymond 
Kenney Readshaw 
Kirkland Reinard 
Krebs Rieger 
LaGrarta Robens 
Laughiln Robinson 
Lawless Raebuck 
Lederer Rohrei 
Leh Rwney 
Lescovitz Ross 
Levdansky Rubley 
Lucyk Ruffing 
Lynch Sainato 
Maher Samuelson 
Maitland Santoni 

Sathcr 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Soiobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steii 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Srritmaner 
Sturla 
Surra 
Tangretti 
Taylor, E. Z 
Taylor, I .  
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Willlams 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblmd 
Yudichak 
Z i rneman  
z u s  

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on f m l  passage. 

The question is, shall the hill pass finally? 
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 

nays will now be taken. 

I The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Egolf 
Allen Evans 
Argall Fairchiid 
Armstrong Fargo 
Baker Feese 
Bard Fiehter 
Barley Fieagle 
Barrai Flick 
Bastian Forcier 
Baaisto Frankel 
Bebko-Jones Freeman 
Belardi Cannon 
Belfanti Geist 
Benninghoff George 
Binnelin Gigliotti 
Bishop Gladeck 
Blaum Godshall 
B o y s  Gordner 
Browne Grucela 
Bunt Habay 
Butkovia Haluska 
Buxton Hanna 
Caltagirone Harhai 
Cappabianca Harhan 
Cam Hasay 
Carono Hennessey 
Cawley Herman 
Chadwick Hershey 
Civera Hess 
Clark Horsey 
Cl ymei Hutchinson 
Cahen. L. I. Jadlowiec 
Cohen, M. James 
Colafella Josephs 
Comeil Kaiser 
Corrigan Kelier 
Costa Kenney 
COY Kirkland 
Curry Krebs 
Dailey LaGrotta 
Daiey Laughtin 
Dally Lawless 
DeLuca Lederer 

Major Sather 
Manderino Saylor 
Mann Schrodei 
Markosek Schuler 
Marsico Scrimenti 
Masland Semmel 
Mayemik Serafini 
McCall Seyfen 
McGeehan Shaner 
McGill Smith, B. 
M c l i h a m  Smith, S. H. 
Mcllhinney Snyder 
McNaughton Solobay 
Melio Staback 
Metcalfe Stain 
Michlovic Steelman 
Micozzie Steil 
Miller, R. Stem 
Miller, S. Stetler 
Mundy Stevenson 
Myers Strimnatter 
Sailor SNrla 
Niekol S u m  
O'Brien Tangretti 
Oliver Taylor, E. Z. 
Orie Taylor, J. 
Perzel Thomas 
Pesci Tigue 
P e t m a  Travaglio 
Petrone Trello 
Phillips Trich 
P~PPY True 
Pians Tulli 
Preston Vance 
Ram05 Van Home 
Raymond Veon 
Readshaw Vimli 
Reinard Walka 
Rieger Washington 
Robem Waters 
Robinson Williams 
Roebuck Wagan 
Rohrer Woinaraski 

I Dempsey Leh Rwney ~ n i h t  
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1 
D m d y  Lescovitr Ross Yewcic 
DeWeese Levhnsky Rubley Youngblmd 
DiGirolamo Lucyk Ruffing Yudichak 
Danarucci Lynch Sainata Zimrnennan 
h c e  Maher Samuelson zug 
Eachus Maitland Sanioni 

N O T  V O T I N G 4  

Gmitza Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Speaker 

Section 1. Section 913(e) of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read: 
8 913. Possession of firearm or other dangerous weapon in court facility. 

* * *  
(e) Facilities for checking firearms or other daneerous 

-.-Each county shall make available at or within the building 
containine a court faciliw by July 1, 1996, lockers or similar facilities at 
no charge or cost for the temporary checking of firearms by persons 
canying firearms under section 6106(b) or 6109 or for the checking of 
other daneerous weavons that are not otherwise orohibited bv law. Any 
individual checkine a firearm. daneerous weavon or an item deemed to be 
a daneerous weawn at a court facilitv must be issued a receipt. Notice of 
the location of the facility shall be posted as required under 
subsection (d). 

**I 

I Section 2. Section 2706(a) bf ~ i t l e  18 is amended and the section 
is amended by adding subsections to read: 

T h e  majority required by the Constitution having voted in the Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 13, by striking out "2" and inserting 
affirmative, the question was determined in the a f f m t i v e  and the ? 
bill passed fmaliy. 

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to  the Senate with the 
information that the House has passed the same with amendment 
in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

GUEST INTRODUCED 

Amend Bill, page 6, by inserting after line 30 
Section 4. Section 6105(c)(2) of Title 18 is amended and the 

section is amended by adding a subsection to read: 
5 6105. Persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or transfer 

firearms, 

I * * *  
(a. II PenalN.-Anv oerson convicted of a felonv enumerated under 

sub>ectlon Ibl or a felon\ ~ n d e r  thr. 3c1 of 40r11 14. 1972 tP.L.233, 
Thc SPE.AKER pro tempore. The Chair would llkc to \rclcome \ O M , .  know 3s The Controlled Substance. Drur. Dc! ~ c e  and Cosmei~c 

Greg \i'hltccomb, the owner of Whitccomb's Farm Market m Act. or any eaul\3lcnr Federal slalulc or equi\.alent statute of anv othrr 
Yori counN. H~ is here tadav as the of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ t , ~ ~  I state. who violates subsection (a) commits a felonv of the second dem;. 

Todd Plans as part of the ~ o r k ~ h a m b e r ' s  ~ g r i c u l t u r e  Exchange 
Program. He is seated to  the left o f  the Speaker. Would he please 
rise. Welcome to  the hall o f  the House. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

T h e  House proceeded t o  third consideration of SB 167, PN 
1338, entitled: 

* * *  
(c) Other persons.-ln addition to any person who has been 

convicted of any offense listed under subsection (b), the following 
oersons shall be subiect to the vrohibition of subsection (a\: . . * * *  

(2) A person who has been convicted of an offense 
under the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as 
The Controlled Substance, Dmg, Device and Cosmetic Ac5 
equivalent Federal statute or equivalent statute of any other state. 
that may be punishable by a term of imprisonment exceeding 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania I years' 

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for terroristic threats, for 
harassment and stalkine and for harassment bv communication or address. I 

~, . . 

Section 5. Title 18 is amended by adding sections to read: 
for offcn,ci rcl3ttng to\capons or implcmenr~ for crape;  and pro\ ~ d ~ n g  $ 61 10.2 Posrecs~on of firearm w ~ t h  altered manulicrur~r's number. 
for ctalk~ng by commun~cat~on ur address. I ' I n ,  General rulc-hd person shall ~ o s s e ~ s  a firearm u h ~ c h  has had 

1 the manufacturer's number inteeral to the frame or receiver altered. 
O n  the question, 
Will the House agree to  the bill o n  thud consideration'? 

Mr. CANNON offered the following amendment No. A4099: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after "for" 
possession of firearm or other dangerous weapon 
in court facility, for 

Amend Title, page I ,  line 5, by striking out "and  
Amend Title, page 1, line 6, by removing the period after "address" 

and inserting 
, for persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or transfer 
firearms; providing for possession of firearms with altered manufacturer's 
number; further providing for the sale or hansfer of firearms and for 
registration of firearms; and providing for failure to report lost or stolen 
firearms and notice of multiple purchase reporting and for locking device 
for firearms. 

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 9 through I I, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 

chanted, removed or obliterated. 
(bI Penalw.-A oerson who violates this section commits a 

mtsdemesn~r 01 the firs8 deeres. 
G I  Uci~nltlon -4s ureJ In this section. 8hs term "i~rearm" shall 

have the rdmc tneanlne 3s t h a  tern1 ~bdcrined in $tctlon 6105111 Irelatlng 
to oersons not to vossess. use. manufacture, control, sell or transfer 
firearms). 
8 6142. Locking device for firearms. 

(a) Offense defined.-It shall be unlawful for anv licensee to sell. 
deliver or transfer anv firearm as defined in section 6102 (relatine to 
definitions) to anv other oerson. other than another licensee. unless the 
transferee is vrovided with or purchases a lockine device for that firearm 
or the design of the firearm incomorates a locking device. 

Lb) Exceotions.-Firearms for transfer to or vossession bv any 
law enforcement officer emvloved bv any Federal. State or local 
government entitv or rail volice emvloved and certified bv a rail carrier 
as a police officer are not subiect to the vrovisions of this section. 

fc) Penalties.-A violation of the orovisions of this section shall be 
a summaw offense. 

Id) Definitions.-As used in this section. the followin* words and 
phrases shall have the meanings eiven to them in this subsection: 
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"Licensee." Any licensed manufacturer. imoorter or dealer of -~ ~ 

"Lockine device." Either of the followine: 
( I )  A device that, when installed on a firearm, is desiened 

to ~reventfhe fiteann fram being o~erated without first deactivating 
the device; or 

12) A device that is incomorated into the desien of a 
firearm and that is desiened to prevent the o~eration of the firearm 
by anyone not having access to the device. 
Amend Sec. 3, Daze 7, line I ,  by striking out "3" and inserting 

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, this language originally was 
developed by Representative Godshall, and I am going to defer it 
to him to answer the question. I think he could probably do a better 
job than I could on this particular aspect of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Godshall, to answer the gentleman, Mr. Rooney's 
interrogation questions. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
What we are looking at here is, the original law passed in 1995 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, 
indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation. You are in 

. - 
6 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chain 
recognizes the gentleman from Delaware County, Mr. Gannon. 

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this amendment has several parts to it, and I will 

briefly explain those to the members. 
The fust section deals with bringing a firearm into a court 

facility, and this makes certain that the facility will issue a receipt 
and have a place to keep the weapons securely. The other section 
of the amendment increases the penalty for a felon who would 
have a fueann. 

The next section of the amendment strengthens the loophole in 
Pennsylvania law where a fuearm serial number has been 
obliterated or filed off. It does provide safeguards for an individual 
who legally assembles a firearm from different components and 
gives them the option of which serial number that they would 
designate as being the serial number for that particular weapon. 
But under current law, if a person has a fimu'm that has a serial 
number that has been obliterated, if they did not do it themselves, 
then they can escape the law. T h s  provides that whether or not that 
person obliterates the serial number themselves, they are subject 
to penalties. 

And finally_ the amendment provides an innovation in 
Pennsylvania firearm safety, and that is that hand-ws now sold in 
the Commonwealth would be required to have some type of a 
locking mechanism. That could be a trigger lock. There has been 
a lot of concern about weapons getting into the hands of young 
children at home or some other place, and the view is that the 
trigger lock mechanism would provide that extra margin of safety 
for firearms that are sold in Pennsylvania. 

I would ask for a "yes" vote on this amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendmen< the 

gentleman, Mr. Rooney. 
Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Would the gentleman, Mr. Gamon. stand for interrogation? 

order and may proceed. 
Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have ostensibly three questions that I hope you 

can clarify for me. 
The fust question deals with the checking of dangerous 

weapons in court facilities. Why, Mr. Speaker, should counties be 
required to provide check-in facilities for bombs and grenades and 
other dangerous weapons? These weapons, as defined in current 
statute, serve no lawful purpose, and I am trying to determine the 
intent of what you are venturing to do here. 

was specific. It said that a receipt had to be given for a fmann and 
firearm really only. What has happened is, when people go into 
courtrooms or go into a court facility, they have gone through 
metal detectors and so forth, had to hand over like a Swiss Army 
knife or whatever, and those objects in many cases, instead of 
having been given a receipt for in return, are confiscated. So what 
we are trying to say with this language is that if somethmg, some 
legal device - if it is an illegal device, that is something that is not 
material to this bill - but if it is something legal that is taken from 
me that a deputy sheriff or whoever determines to be a weapon of 
some sort, they give you a receipt and it is returned when you leave 
the courthouse. 

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
If I may continue with my interrogation. 
I guess what I am getting at is, the current definition describes 

dangerous weapons as those weapons that serve no la* or useful 
purpose. My question is, what is the need to include this language 
in amendment 4099? 

Mr. GODSHALL. The need for it is that you can get a receipt 
for what they determine at that individual courthouse to be a 
dangerous weapon; you can get a receipt so you can get it returned. 

ME ROONEY. Again, if the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, would 
resume interrogation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, again, I am trying to establish the 

legislative intent of one aspect of your amendment that deals with 
trigger locks, and the language dealing with "Locking device for 
fuearms" includes the phrase "...or the design of the firearm 
incorporates a locking device." Now, this defmition would appear 
to clarify that a gun safety, something that is commonly known as 
the gun's safety, would not qualify as a locking device or a trigger 
lock, as you are proposing to do. I just want to clarify that the gun 
safety would not suffice, that a mgger lock would need to 
accompany the purchase of all handguns. 

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, the answer is yes. 
Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, if I may suspend for one moment 

while staff confers on another matter. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. While that consultation is going 
on, the Chair will return to leaves of absence and recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Snyder, who requests a leave for the gentleman 
from Montgomery County, Mr. LAWLESS. Without objectio~ the 
leave will be granted. The Chair hears no objection, and the leave 
is granted. 
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~ ~- - 
relating to the issue of illegal possession, and really, that is what LABOR RELATIONS. 
is holding up the interrogation at this point. I am told that we will 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 167 CONTINUED 

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are you ready to continue with 

the interrogation, Mr. Gannon? 
Mr. GANNON. Oh, yes; yes, Mr. Speaker. 
~h~ SPEAKER pro tempore, ~h~ gentleman, ~ r ,  R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  may 

continue. 
Mr. GANNON. Thank you. 
Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Soeaker. we are waitine on a decision 

have an answer in a minute. I do not want to proceed with the 
interrogation if we resolve this in a minute. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House will be at ease 
momentarily. 

BILL REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

HB 1314, PN 2624 (Amended) By Rep. GLADECK 

An Act regulating the leasing of employees; providing for licensing 
of professional employer organizations, for unemployment and workers' 
compensation for leased employees, for responsibilities of professional 
employer organizations and for criminal penalties and remedies; and 
imposing powers and duties upon the Depamnent of Labor and Industry. 

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Reinard, rise? 

Mr. REINARD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, while the debate is at ease at the moment, could 

1 submit some comments for a matter of record, please? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will submit the 

comments. 

Mr. REINARD submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Joumal: 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to bring to the attention of the Speaker 
and the members of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives the name 
of Matthew J. Heiple, who has recently been awarded Scouting's highest 
honor - Eagle Scout. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to read to the members of the 
House of Representatives the following citation of merit honoring 
Manhew J Heinle. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 167 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Rooney, where are we at this 
point? 

Mr. ROONEY. I would like to resume my interrogation, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, are 
you prepared to resume interrogation? The gentleman indicates he 
is. You may continue. 

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the 
gentleman, Mr. Gannon. During the course of our study of this 
amendment, we found that some very important crimes that would 
otherwise be considered misdemeanors would not preclude 
somebody from possessing a weapon. This would be under the 
Operation Hard Time aspect of the amendment the gentleman has 
offered. So in other words, possessing a weapon on school 
property, luring a child into a motor vehicle, providing a weapon 
to a prisoner, and staking are all offenses that would not otherwise 
be covered. I have an agreement with the gentleman to offer an 
amendment after this is considered, 4099, that would offer that 
corrective language. So I thank him for that, and that concludes my 
interrogation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recogmzes the gentleman from Philadelphia, MI. Cam. 

Mr. CARN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I 
y." ----. 

Representatives, it is my privilege to congratulate and place in the CARN, Thank you, Speaker, 
Legislative Joumal the name of Matthew J. Heiple. Under this amendment, if someone is ~rooerlv util izii  a trieeer 

~ ~. . . . ... r - ~  

Whereas, Matthew J. Heiple earned the Eagle Award in Scouting. This 
is the highest award that Boy Scouts can bestow and as such represents 
p t  sacrifice and tremendous effort on the part of this young man. He is 
a member ofTroop 155. 

Now therefore, Mr. Speaker and the members of the House of 

. .  - - -- 
lock and that gun is subsequently taken and used in a crime, is the 
owner of that gun exempt from being sued? What is his liability? 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 167 CONTINUED Mr. GANNON. Mr. S~eaker. I would have to sav that. in mv 

Would the d e r  of the mXIIdment stand for interrogation, 
please? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. G a n n o ~  
indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation. You may 
,,,,,,, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Tangreni, rise? 

Mr. TANGRETTI. Mr. Speaker, I was wondering if 1 could 
interrogate very briefly the maker of the amendment on a matter- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Tangretti, we are in the 
middle of a previous interrogation, and we are temporarily at ease, 
awaiting the conclusion of that interrogation, but you can be next. 

Mr. TANGRETTI. Thank you, sir. 

view, the owner would nit  be exempt from a lawsuit, but 1 do not 
believe the owner would he held liable if he was exercising 
prudent and reasonable care in use of the trigger lock. If a case or 
a lawsuit was filed against the owner on a theory of negligence, I 
do not believe the owner would be negligent and therefore 
responsible. 

Mr. CARN. But is there any language that exempts the owner 
from liability under those conditions? 

Mr. GANNON. There is not any language that would exempt 
the owner, but certainly in a court, that would be a defense to a& 
claim, and I believe that it would be an absolute defense if the 
owner established that he was using a trigger lock and was 
exercising the care required. 
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Mr. CARN. Mr. Speaker, what does your amendment say as it 
relates to antique guns? Do owners of antique guns have to also 
have trigger locks for their antique guns? 

Mr. GANNON. No, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. CARN. Where is that language that states that, 

Mr. Speaker? 
Mr. GANNON. Only if the person is purchasing an antique gun 

from a dealer; that would require a trigger lock. 
Mr. CARN. I was looking for language to that effect. Could you 

point it out to me, please? 
Mr. GANNON. Yes. The rule, as set out in the amendment, is 

that when a licensee transfers a handgun, it has to have a trigger 
lock, so it does not matter whether or not it was an antique weapon 
or not. It requires it. 

Mr. CARN. Oh. So you are saying that all antique weapons, 
under this amendment, would also, under this law, if this became 
law, be required to have a locking device? 

Mr. GANNON. Antique weapons would not be exempt. 
Mr. CARN. Okay. Thank you. 
Another question, please. What happens if someone goes into 

a dealer's shop to purchase a gun and at that particular time the 
dealer does not have safety locks to sell? Is that dealer, if this was 
law. able to sell that gun at that time? 

Mr. GANNON. No. 
Mr. CARN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, if I may, I want to make it clear, 

because there was some confusion, that this amendment, this 
trigger locking device, only applies to handguns, not to long guns 
or rifles. I think you are aware of that, but I wanted to make it clear 
on the record. 

Mr. C A W .  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have finished my interrogation. I would like to 

speak on the amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. CARN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
First, I would like to thank this House for taking tlus time to 

debate what I consider to be a very serious issue in Pennsylvania. 
the access of handguns, and I am concerned that when we take 
action such as to require trigger locks. I thlnk we need to offer an 
incentive such as exemption from liability to those who comply 
with our laws. I have an amendment that hopefully, when we go 
further, we will get a chance to consider that. 

Also, I think that it is important because of the tremendous 
number of antique guns that exist in this State that are not being 
used or not fired, that they should also have an exemption, since 
they are not necessarily a threat. and hopefully through a future 
amendment, we can address that. 

Also, I am concerned that dealers, if this became law, if they 
run out of trigger locks, I am concerned that they still might sell 
this gun and be in violation of the law, and I think that is an issue 
that we need to address. 

Now, one of the other concerns that bothered me with this 
particular amendment is that it does not exempt law enforcement 
officers, and I think that is a provision that we need to include in 
any law, because there are many law enforcement officers who 
need their handguns at a moment's notice, and I think that we need 
to be clear in that they have the opportunity to be exempt from 
such a trigger lock provision. For that reason I am hoping that we 
shall consider a future amendment that would address these 
concerns as well. 

-~ ~ ~ ~ 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Westmoreland County, 
Mr. Tangretti. The gentleman waives off. 

Does the lady from Crawford County, Representative Forcier, 
seek recognition on the amendment? 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 
Mr. Thomas, on the amendment. 

Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support amendment 4099. 
Amendment 4099 finally drives home some issues that have 

been raised for some time now. I know in 1995, when I called for 
a special session on crime, trigger locks, guns in courtrooms, guns 
in schools, were all part of a.comprehensive package that was 
advanced at that time, and so I am thankll  that Representative 
Gannon is stepping up, and I am hoping that both sides of the aisle 
support tlus amendment and also support other amendments that 
finally bring this issue front and center. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempnre. The gentleman from Blair County, 
Mr. Geist, is recognized on the amendment. 

Mr. GEIST. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the maker of the amendment stand for brief interrogation, 

please? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates that he 

will. Yon are in order and may proceed. 
Mr. GEIST. Mr. Speaker, in the amendment there is no place 

that I read where if you are a serious collector of handguns and you 
keep all your weapons in a weapons safe, what in the world are 
you going to buy a trigger lock for a gun that you keep in a gun 
safe for? There is no provision in there for those of us who have 
multiple guns, collect multiple guns, and when we buy them, if I go 
and buy three handguns at one time and I have to buy three trigger 
locks for that, then I am going to put it in a gun safe, what, do I 
come back, sell the trigger locks in a trade show or something? 

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, under the amendment, there is not 
any requirement that anybody run out and buy trigger locks for 
weapons that they have at home or in a safe at home. So the issue 
that yon are raising is not relevant to this amendment. 

Mr. GEIST. Mr. Speaker, may I speak on the amendment? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. GEIST. For those of us who believe you lock up criminals 

rather than guns - and I have listened to members of this 
General Assembly, one of them Representative Rooney over here, 
who has publicly, I listened to him on 580 radio one day beating 
up on legitimate gun owners over and over and over again - our 
emphasis now should be on locking up crimimals and not guns. 

The legitimate gun owner is somebody who uses weapons and 
uses them very prudently, and we should be about that business. If 
you commit a crime with a gun or if you are a felon and you 
possess a gun, then you should be locked up and put away. When 
we start fooling around all the time and constantly paint everybody 
with the same brush, I think that is wrong. There are too many 
citizens of Pennsylvania, whether it be a long gun or a handgun, 
that deserve the right to own those without malice, and, 
Mr. Speaker, we need to make sure on the record that no 
matter how we vote on this, unlike other members of this 
General Assembly who paint all gun owners as being criminals, it 
is the hue criminals who use and possess guns who need locked 
UP. 
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I want to thank you for allowing me to put those remarks on the 
record. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

REQUEST TO DIVIDE AMENDMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the lady from Crawford 
County seek recognition? The Chair recognizes the lady, 
Representative Forcier. 

Mrs. FORCER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I understand on this one amendment there is some confusion. I 

have had the opportunity to speak to the NRA (National Rifle 
Association) yesterday and today. I believe that the NRA supports 
this amendment except for a provision that deals with bigger locks. 
I have an amendment that will correct this problem, and I would 
like to ask the Parliamentarian if he would suggest that the 
amendment be divided or if I should offer my amendment at this 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would the lady advise the Chair 
where she wishes to divide the amendment. 

Mrs. FORCER. It would be section 6142, and it would be the 
section dealing with the trigger locks, the locking devices. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Can you give me the line and 
page? 

Mrs. FORCIER. Now that we have our laptop desk, it makes it 
a little more difficult, but I am getting the l i e  for you. Page 2, 
line 3. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the Chain's understanding that 
you would like to divide the amendment between lines 39 and 40 
on page 2. Is that correct? 

Mrs. FORCER. 39 and 40, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That would divide section 6142 

from the rest of the amendment. Is that your intent? 
Mrs. FORCIER. Yes, it is. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will you suspend while we check. 
The Chair regrets to advise the lady that it cannot be done that 

way. 
Mrs. FORCER. Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. You may proceed. 
Mrs. FORCIER. Because it is not divisible, could I ask the 

Parliamentarian whether the amendment is still in order if this 
amendment passes? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are you asking if your 
amendment will be in order if this amendment passes? 

Mrs. FORCIER. Yes; 41 12. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. What is your amendment number? 
Mrs. FORCIER. 41 12. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would the lady please come to 

the rostrum. 

(Conference held at Speaker's podium.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the lady wish to continue 
with her remarks on the amendment? 

Mrs. FORCIER. Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I have just been told by the Parliamentarian that my 

amendment, 41 12, would still be in order after this amendment 
passes. That will correct the language that is requested by the 
NRA. I would appreciate an affvmative vote on the amendment for 
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Representative Gannon, and then when it is my opportunity to put 
in my amendment, that will correct the language for bigger locks. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

REQUEST TO DIVIDE AMENDMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Cambria County, Mr. Yewcic. 

Mr. YEWCIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
1 could not hear you, and if I cannot hear you, that means there 

is entirely too much noise on the floor of the House. The House 
will come to order. Conversations in the aisles will please break 
up. 

Mr. Yewcic, would you repeat that? 
Mr. YEWCIC. Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state the 

point. 
Mr. YEWCIC. I would like to divide the amendment on 

page 1, after line 32. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Page 1, after line 32. 
Mr. YEWCIC. Correct. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you. 
The amendment is divisible at that point. 
Mr. YEWCIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would propose then that we divide the amendment to separate 

the confusing language on gun locks, on the second part of the 
amendment, to vote these two issues separately and divide it at this 
point. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The House now has before it, pursuant to the request of the 

gentleman, Mr. Yewcic, amendment A4099-A, which is lines 1 
through 32 of amendment A4099. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to part 1 of the amendment? 

The SPEAKERpro tempore. On that question, the gentleman, 
Mr. Yewcic. 

Mr. YEWCIC. I support the fust page, the fust 32 lines, to vote 
for thisamendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Geist, rise? 

Mr. GEIST. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I was trying to get your attention earlier. 
On the Forcier amendment, it is our understanding that you 

have to pass this amendment fust before you can offer an 
amendment to the amendment that is offered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No; we do not have to pass this 
first in order to consider the lady's amendment. 

Mr. GEIST. And it is my understanding that this amendment 
cannot be divided and then have this language insetted in. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The amendment was not divisible 
in the spot that the lady requested it be divided. It is divisible at the 
spot that the gentleman, Mr. Yewcic, requested that it be divided. 

Mr. GEIST. Mr. Speaker, the language in the bill that I had 
questioned on the mandatory, even for those who buy and lock up 
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in safes, the concern there is that if the good parts of this 
amendment can stand alone, then that changes the complexion of 
a lot of our votes. So that is the question that we want to know: 
Can it be divided in more than one part? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the gentleman has a specific 
spot in the amendment that he would like to see it divided and he 
brings that to the attention of the Chair, we will rule. 

Mr. GEIST. Mr. Speaker, would it be possible to divide the 
amendment into three paw, based upon the three specific lines of 
intent? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Geist, you are going to have 
to give me a line and a page number before I can give you an 
answer to that. 

Mr. GEIST. I do not have the printed amendment in front of 
me. I only have the screen. 

But what I would like to do is, if possible, would be to make a 
motion to divide the amendment into three parts, wherever staff 
tells me it can be broken, and let us vote on each of those parts 
individually. And staff is scrambling on my right here to mark- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Geist, we now have 
amendment A4099 before us. 

Mr. GEIST. And that is correct. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is what the House is going 

to consider. 
Mr. GEIST. And Representative Yewcic has asked to divide. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. And the Chair has granted that 

request. We are now considering amendment A4099. 
Mr. GEIST. Okay. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. We are not considering further 

divisions of the amendment at this time. 
Mr. GEIST. When would that motion be in order, Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the gentleman would like to 

further divide amendment A4099-A between lines 1 and 32, he 
may do that, because that is all that is before us at this time. 

Mr. GEIST. Okay. Mr. Speaker, 1 am going to withdraw until 
after we do this, and then I will question the Chair as to dividing 
out other parts of this amendment to make it compatible. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would the gentleman, Mr. Geist, 
come to the rostrum. Are there any other members seeking 
recognition on amendment A4099-A? 

(Conference held at Speaker's podium.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Those in favor of the amendment, 
which is lines 1 through 32 of amendment A4099, will vote "aye"; 
those opposed, "no." 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to part 1 of the amendment? 

(Members proceeded to vote.) 

VOTE STRICKEN 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The clerk will strike the board. 
For what purpose does the gentleman, Mr. Evans, rise? 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I just wanted, really, a little clarity 

on this issue again so members can understand clearly what is 
occurring. Can you repeat this again, please. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes. I thought I had done that, but 
that is probably a good suggestion. 

Mr. EVANS. Can you get a little order and then repeat it, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. What is before the House is 
lines 1 through 32 of amendment A4099. They are now known as 
4099-A, so you are only voting on the first 32 limes on page 1 of 
that amendment. 

Those in favor of the amendment will vote "aye"; those 
opposed, "no." 

On the question reclming, 
Will the House agree to part 1 of the amendment? 

(Members proceeded to vote.) 

VOTE STRICKEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The clerk will strike the board. 

(Conference held at Speaker's podium.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For the information of the 
members, we were revisiting the question of whether or not 
amendment A4099 is divisible, and upon further reflection, the 
Chair has concluded that it is not divisible anywhere because of the 
language between l i e s  7 and 13, the title language. Once yon strip 
that out by dividmg the amendment anywhere, the amendment 
cannot stand on its own. 

Therefore, the Chair rules that amendment A4099 may not be 
divided in any place. 

Mr. Yewcic, you waive off. 
Mr. Rooney, do you seek recognition for the second time? The 

gentleman waives off. 
The Chair recogmzes the gentleman from Montgomery County, 

Representative Godshall, on amendment A4099 in its entirety. 
Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Now, this is only the part from line I through line 32, 

Mr. Speaker. Is that correct? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. We now have the entire 

amendment before us. It is not divisible. If you want to address any 
part of it, you are welcome to, but you have the whole amendment 
before you. 

Mr. Godshall, we will come back to you. 
Does the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Pippy, seek 

recognition? The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. PIPPY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to interrogate the maker 

of the amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Gannon, are you willing to 

stand for interrogation? The gentleman, Mr. Pippy, wants to 
interrogate you. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 

Mr. PIPPY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, pan of the amendment deals with the serial 

numbers on the fueanns. In particular, it deals with the defacing of 
the firearms. I have had a couple of calls in my district office 
concerning custom-made handguns that are used for target practice 
and other times which may not have that readily available. What 
is the position on custom-made handguns, and how will that be 
affected? 
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Mr. GANNON. Since handguns that are custom made, like the 
ones you just described, never had a serial number in the first 
place, it would not apply to those types of handguns. 

Mr. PIPPY. And also for the record, another issue is, people 
who do use their handguns many times and may have to get them 
resurfaced or reblued, refmished, will that be considered altering 
the serial number? 

Mr. GANNON. No, it will not. 
Mr. PIPPY. Okay. Thank yon very much. 
I am done, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Montgomery County, 

Representative Godshall, on the amendment. 
Mr. GODSHALL. Mr. Speaker, at this point we are on the 

Gannon amendment in its entirety? 
The Gannon amendment addresses three or four very important 

and responsible issues. About 4 or 5 years ago, we passed in this 
chamber an instantaneous background check before you could 
purchase firearms. The language in Washington at that time dealt 
with an instantaneous background check for the purchase of 
handguns. It was a criminal background check. What we passed in 
Pennsylvania, by doing the responsible thing, is we passed an 
instantaneous background check that not only created a criminal 
background check, it created a mental health background check, 
and it also dealt with juvenile violent history background that went 
into that background check. At this point we probably have the 
most progressive law on the books in the country. No other State 
that I know of goes to the length that we have done in Eying to be 
responsible. 

As far as the Gannon amendment, I also think the Gannon 
amendment is doing the responsible thing. As far as the trigger 
lock portion of that amendment. as of right now, as of this time, 
from what I have seen in the research that I have done, 
approximately 90 percent of all handguns that are being shipped 
from the manufacturers contain mgger locks. Approximately 
90 percent of handguns being shipped by manufacturers contain 
trigger locks, so we are talking about the remaining 10 percent. We 
are also talking about some guns that may be in some dealer's 
case. It is not a fact of whether you have to buy a trigger lock when 
you purchase one of those Funs You will be purchasing the trigger 
lock because it is alread! in the manufacturer's box. 

I am supporting the Gannon amendment. I think it is the 
responsible thing to do. and I would ask for your support. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro temporc. On the Gannon amendment, the 
gentleman from Philadelph~a. :Mr. Evans, is recognized. 

Mr. EVANS. Thank you. Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker. I. too. rise to support the Gannon amendment. 
The gentleman who just spoke from Montgomery County, he 

and I at times have debated t h~s  issue. and no, I do not thlnk that 
the Gannon amendment is perfect, nor do I t h i i  it goes as far as 
I would like for it to go. It is clear to me there are some other 
things I would like to see happen, and we will debate that a little 
later. But I do think specifically, around the issue of the locking 
devices, that that is more than a reasonable approach. If we are 
talking about the concern of our children and young people in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, why should we not assure that 
there is some form of a locking device with these handguns? There 
are about four or five major States. New Jersey a couple weeks ago 
passed a law that made it mandatory to have loclung devices. 
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I think it is only but reasonable, I think it does not do anything to 
take away someone's ability to purchase a firearm, but the fact is 
that we are tlying to ensure that these locking devices are there 
with those handguns. 

So 1 have said many times before that I do not think that this 
should be a partisan issue; this should be bipartisan. The 
gentleman from Montgomery County, who I clearly know does not 
agree with me a lot of times on the gun policy issue, has stepped 
up and said very clearly that this is about being responsible. So the 
issue around the locking devices, in my view, is an issue that 
should not be Democrat or Republican or rural or urban or 
suburban; we should stand up and do the responsible thing and 
support the Gannon amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the lady 
from Crawford County, Representative Forcier, for the second 
time. 

Mrs. FORCIER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Previously I had attempted to clarify some language in the 

Gannon amendment. What has happened is, there is a little 
confusion on the language of trigger locks. The NRA and I both 
agree that the language on trigger locks is not the way we want it 
to be. It is important to realize availability of trigger locks is what 
is v q  reasonable. What this amendment does is it makes it 
mandatory that there is a sale of trigger locks so that when you 
purchase a gun whether it be a long gun or a handgun, whether it 
be new or used, there has to be a trigger device on that gun. 

What I would like the opportunity to do is clarify what I had 
said the last time. I am hopeful that my amendment will clarify the 
language and correct trigger locks in this amendment. That would 
make the NRA very happy and all the members therefore. If that 
does not happen, if this amendment passes and you vote "yes" and 
my amendment fails, we will have a piece of legislation that is not 
going to be user friendly for the gun owners. 

On behalf of the gun owners in my district, I would like to ask 
everyone to vote ''no'' on this amendment, because we are not 
certain the language will be corrected. Thank you very much. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Cam from 
Philadelphia is recognized for the second time. 

Mr. CARN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Before the tragedies at Columbine, Atlanta, and Seattle, there 

was Cyear-old Akeem Williams. Akeem Williams was a young 
Philadelphia boy who was accidentally shot by his 5-year-old sister 
nearly 3 years ago. Fortunately, Akeem survived his injuries, but 
too often we lose young people to accidental shootings. So 1 rise 
today to support the Gannon trigger lock amendment in honor of 
Akeem and other children who have been killed or injured by 
accidental gunfire. 

Mr. Speaker, it is inexcusable for our children and innocent 
victims like Nafis Jefferson, Troy Tyler, and Akeem Williams to 
be killed or seriously injured when the capability exists to prevent 
accidental shootings. In 1997 Representative Rooney and I held 
hearings around the State on this topic. Four States-Connecticut 
California, Massachusetts, and New Jersey -require safety locks 
with all gun purchases. In June the Califomia State Assembly 
passed safety lock legislation. During the debate in Sacramento, 
one of our colleagues, Assemblyman Jack Scott, tearfully recalled 
the tragedy that befell his family. Assemblyman Scott's son, a 
toddler, found a gun and accidentally shot himself to death. 

Mr. Speaker, the New Jersey legislature passed safety lock 
legislation this fall, and Governor Whitman signed the bill into law 
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on October 12. During the bill signing, Governor Whihnan 
remarked, quote, "Trigger locks are designed to prevent accidental 
discharge of a loaded handgun. By adding this safety device to 
handguns, responsible gun owners can help ensure chat their guns 
are not used by irresponsible parties - especially by children 
whose curiosity often exceeds their judgement.. .." 

Although h s  amendment does not address all of the issues that 
I think need to be addressed, I stand today and offer support for 
this amendment in bopes that future amendments that will come 
before this House will also be supported to improve this 
legislation. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Northampton 

County, Mr. Rooney, is recognized for the second time. 
Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, 1, too, rise to support the gentleman, 

Mr. Gannon's amendment, and I do so particularly because of the 
provisions of the trigger lock. 

As you know, there have been a great number of us, led by 
Representative Cam and others, who for many years have waited 
for this day, and I say with all sincerity that we are glad to be here 
debating this issue in this House on this day. But I caution us 
against getting too excited or overwhelmed about what I hope we 
are going to do, and that is, pass this amendment. 

We have a mandate. There is no question that this issue has 
created a groundswell of support across Pennsylvania. Survey after 
survey indicates that the people of Pennsylvania want reasonable, 
rational gun safety measures as the law of this land. I believe in 
some small way the Gannon amendment offers or advances that 
prospect, but again, there is no cause for nncontained joy. This is 
a beginning. And those of you who choose to coin this as a 
beginning of something bad, I ask you to pay attention as you have 
respectfully to the issues as we go fonvard today and in the future. 

The Gannon amendment is a good first step, but it is by no 
means the end of the process. I ask for an affirmative vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Warren County, Mr. Lynch. 

Mr. LYNCH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I had not planned on saying anythmg, but inevitably, when we 

have discussions about guns, it gets around to gun control and 
about irresponsible behavior of the guns and not the people 
themselves. And you know, I used to see these bumper stickers 
around all the time and still do on occasion that say, when guns are 
outlawed, only the outlaws are going to have guns. Well, you 
know, it is kind of a funny little thmg to say, but you know, we 
actually got some proof now, and if any of you who get that 
free subscription or a paid subscription to the Pennsylvania 
Game News had taken the time to read the last page in the last 
issue, this is what you would have found: "One year after gun 
owners were forced to surrender 640,381 personal firearms to be 
desh.oyed by the Australian government.. ." - in a program that 
cost the taxpayers one-half of a billion dollars - ". . .the crime rate" 
- surprise, surprise - "has dramatically increased. Homicides are 
up 3.2 percent nationwide (in the state of Victoria, homicides with 
fuearms are up 300 percent), assaults are up 8.6 percent, and 
armed robberies are up 44 percent." 

This is a message to Handgun Incorporated: Thank you for a 
job well done as you continue to kill more people because ofyour 
idiocy. Tbank you. Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Gannon, the Chair believes 
you are the last speaker. The gentleman is recognized for the 
second time. 

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have a great deal of respect for the National 

Rifle Association, and I am deeply disappointed that they cannot 
see fit to support this amendment in its entirety. They are a 
national organization, and I think when we address concerns such 
as this here in the General Assembly in Hanisburg that we should 
focus on the needs of the people of Pennsylvania. In that regard, I 
have received a letter from the Attorney General for the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania supporting this amendment. I 
have also received a letter from the Pennsylvania Fraternal Order 
of Police supporting this amendment, and I have received a letter 
from the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, dishict attorney's office 
supporting this amendment. These are segments of the top 
law enforcement people in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and they support this amendment. 

I think for that reason alone, that we focus on the needs of the 
people of Pennsylvania - reasonable regulations of firearms to 
prevent what some have characterized as accidental injury and 
death to young children - that this amendment is needed. It is a 
reasonable approach. I do not believe it eliminates or impairs the 
right to own or cany a weapon. and I think that this amendment 
should be adopted by this General Assembly, and I would ask for 
every member to vote "yes" on this amendment and to vote "yes" 
for the needs of the people of Pennsylvania. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question retuning, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Argali 
Bard 
Barley 
Barnr 
Baiiista 
Bebko-Jones 
Bishop 
Boyes 
B r a m e  
Bunt 
Bufkovitr 
Buxton 
CaltaMrone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Civera 
Cohen. L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Comell 
Comgan 
Costa 
c u n y  
Dailey 
DeLuca 
Dermody 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Dtuce 

Evans 
Fiehter 
Flick 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Cannon 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Harhan 
Heonessey 
Hershey 
Horsey 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
Lederer 
Levdansky 
Maher 
Maitlland 
Mandenno 
Mann 
Marsico 
Masland 
McGeehan 

McGill 
Mcllhinney 
Melio 
Michlavic 
Micozie  
Miller, R. 
Mundy 
Myen 
Nailar 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
P e m l  
Peuone 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rwney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Ruffing 
Samuelson 
Santani 
Schroder 

Schuler 
k n m e n t i  
Semrnel 
Seafini 
Smith, B. 
Snyder 
Steil 
Stetler 
Sturla 
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Trello 
T"ch 
Tulli 
vance 
Van Home 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wagan 
Wright 
Yaungblwd 
Yudichak 
z u g  
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Allen 
A r m s t m ~ g  
Baker 
Bastian 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Blaum 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Clark 
Clymer 
Colafella 
COY 
Daley 
Dally 
Dempsey 
D e W e e  
Eachus 
Egolf 

Fairchild Leh 
Fargo Lescovitz 
Feese Lucyk 
Fleagle Lynch 
Forcier Major 
Geist Markosek 
George Mayemik 
Giglioni McCall 
Gordner Mcllhanan 
Grucela McNaughton 
Habay Metcalfe 
Haluska Miller, S. 
Hanna Oliver 
Harhai One 
Hasay Pesci 
H e m a n  Petrarca 
Hess Phillips 
Hutchinson Pippy 
Jadlowiec Readshaw 
LaGrotta Roberts 
Laughlin Rohrer 

Sainato 
Sather 
Saylor 
SeyfeR 
Shaner 
Smith, S. H. 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strinmatter 
Suma 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
True 
Veon 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcie 
Z i m m e m n  

NOT VOTING4 

G m i a a  Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Law l e v  Speaker 

The majority having voted in the affmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Northampton County, Mr. Rooney, for the 
purpose of making a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules for the purpose of 

offering amendment A4144, and again, this is an agreed-to 
amendment. The reason for this is a technical change that would 
include some very serious crimes under Attorney General Fisher's 
initiative, Operation Get Tough, that would, again, allow that 
possessing a weapon on school property, l d g  a child into a 
motor vehicle, or stalking are all offenses that would be covered 
under the amendment that we just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moved by the gentleman, 
Mr. Rooney, that the rules of the House be suspended so that he 
may offer amendment A4144 to SB 167. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the motion, does the 
gentleman, Mr. Gannon, seek recognition? The gentleman is 
recognized. 

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
1 would ask for a 'yes" vote on the motion to suspend the d e s  

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Baker 

I Bard 
Barley 
B W  
Bastcan 
Bamsto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belard, 
Belfantt 
Brnnelln 
Blshop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
B r o m e  
Bunt 
Butkovm 
Buxton 
Caltamrone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casono 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clymer 

; Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 

I Camell 
1 Comgan 

Costa 
Coy 
c u n y  
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dennody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
h c e  

Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliani 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Haluska 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Horsey 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
LaGmtta 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Lescovin 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Mandenno 

Mann 
Markosek 
Marsica 
Masland 
Mayemik 
'McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Grie 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Penone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robem 
Robinson 
Rwbuck 
Rwney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Rufing 
Sainato 
Samuelsan 
Santoni 
Sather 

Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Seraflni 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solabay 
Staback 
Stain 
Steii 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Smnmaner 
Smrla 
S u m  
Tangetti 
Taylor, E. Z 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Vean 
Vitali 
W a k o  
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
wogdn 
Wojnamski 
Wright 
Youngblwd 
Yudiehak 
Zimmerman 
z u e  

1 Armstrong Hanna Leh Rohrer 
Benntnghoff Hutch~mon Mellhanan Saylor 
Clark Jadlowlec Metcalfe Steelman , Forcrer Krebs Platts Yewctc 
Habay 

NOT VOTING4 

Gruitza Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 
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A majority of the members required by the rules having voted 
in the affmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the motion was agreed to. 

On the question retuning, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. ROONEY offered the following amendment No. A4144: 

Amend Title, page I ,  lines I through 3 (A4099), by striking out all 
of said lines 

Amend Title, page I, lines 9 through 12, by striking out "for the 
sale or" in line 9, all of lines 10 and 1 I, and "notice of multiple purchase 
reporting ans' in line 12 

Amend Bill, page I, lines 14 through 35; page 2, lines I and 2 
(A4099), by striking out all of said lines on said pages 

Amend Sec. 4, page 2, line 4 (A4099), by striking out "4" and 
inserting 

7 

Amend Sec. 4 (Sec. 6105). page 2, line 9 (A4099). by striking out 
"felonv" and insening 

& 
Amend Sec. 5, page 2, line 28 (A4099). by striking out "5" and 

inserting 
4 

Amend Sec. 3, page 3, line 12 (A4099). by striking out "6" and 
inserting 

5 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

POINT OF ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Tangretti, do 
you seek recognition? 

Mr. TANGRETTI. Mr. Speaker, point of order. 
I do not believe that that amendment has been distributed. It is 

not on the computer, and 1 do not believe it has been distributed in 
hard copy. It is? Thank you. Never mind, Mr. Speaker. It is there. 
I did not see it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

Mr. Rooney, would you like to speak on the amendment? The 
gentleman is in order. 

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Again, the purpose of this amendment is to tighten up some 

language that was recently adopted in the passage of amendment 
4099. 

There are certain crimes that are enumerated in the amendment 
that do not account for very serious offenses that one may conunit. 
For example, it appears that the amendment does not include 
misdemeanors such as possessing a weapon on school property, 
luring a child into a motor vehicle, providing weapons or 
implements of escape to a prisoner, selling or leasing weapons or 
explosives to minors, and stalking. These are all areas that 
obviously need to be included in the amendment that was recently 
passed. It is certainly an initiative that would allow us to include 
very, very serious crimes in 4099. 

The amendment is agreed to. I ask for your affirmative vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Gannon, do you seek 
recognition on the amendment? The gentleman is in order. 

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this is an agreed-to amendment, and I am asking 

for a "yes" vote. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Columbia 

County, Mr. Gordner, on the amendment. 
Mr. GORDNER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to interrogate the maker of the amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Rooney, 

indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation. You may 
proceed. 

Mr. GORDNER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I apologize. It is difficult through our new system to compare 

one amendment to another without having the paper form in front 
of me, but it appears with your amendment you are eliminating the 
entire section that was just added to deal with courthouse facilities 
and having a place where someone is able to check their gun. Is it 
true that yon are removing that entire section? 

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, based upon existing law that was 
passed, I believe, in 1995, that is the case already. What we are 
attempting to do here is identify those offenses that would not 
otherwise be covered in the language that we just passed. 

Mr. GORDNER. Mr. Speaker, if you could jnst answer the 
question. Are you removing the entire section in the amendment 
we just passed that deals with courthouse keeping of guns? 

Mr. ROONEY. Yes. 
Mr. GORDNER. Okay. Thank you. 
On the amendment? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. GORDNER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
This may be an agreed-to amendment between the maker of the 

amendment and Mr. G a n n o ~  but for those of us who were 
supportive of the language that was just added in the Gannon 
amendment that would allow folks that legitimately have a camy 
permit to have a safe place to put their gun at a courthouse, I think 
we should be very concerned that we are now striking that 
language from the amendment we just passed. There was an 
attempt by some of us to divide the previous amendment, and we 
were very supportive of that fmt section. You should be aware that 
with thls amendment, we are completely removing that s ec t i o~  we 
are completely gutting it from the amendment and from the bill, 
and there will no longer be any place that would provide for a safe 
place for someone who has a cany permit to store their gun while 
they are at a courthouse facility, and so I would urge a "no" vote 
on this amendment. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

REQUEST TO DIVIDE AMENDMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Lancaster County, Mr. Sturla. 

Mr. STURLA. Mr. Speaker, is the amendment divisible in such 
a way that that section that the previous gentleman jnst spoke 
about could be divided out? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair anticipated that 
question and has asked the Parliamentarian to look into it. If you 
will just suspend for a moment, we will give you an answer. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Snula, we are going to ask for 
some guidance from you. Can you give us a particular lime where 
you would like to divide the amendment? 

(Conference held at Speaker's podium.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Sturla, we have an answer. 
The amendment is divisible between lines 10 and I1 and 

lines 13 and 14. Lines 11, 12, and 13, those 3 lines in between, 
would be the section dealing with the crimes. The balance of the 
amendment, that appearing before lime 10 and after line 13, would 
be a second half of the amendment, and that would deal with the 
courthouse check-in issue. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would you like to have the 

amendment so divided? 
Mr. STURLA. Mr. Speaker, no, I would not, because in ensuing 

discussions, it has come to my attention that the language that 
would be removed dealing with that does not remove the language 
in the current law which allows for storage of legal guns in a 
courthouse facility. The amendment as it is currently drafted would 
simply take out the language that would have allowed for storage 
of other dangerous weapons, which, you know, would constiUte 
handgrenades and things like that, and I do not see why, as it was 
pointed out earlier, we need to have a facility to store 
handgrenades at a courthouse, so 1 will not move to divide the 
amendment at this point in time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro ternpore. On the amendment, Mr. Tangretti, 
do you seek recognition? The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. TANGRETTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I just want to reiterate what the gentleman from Lancasterjust 

said. As the author of this particular section in 1995, I had some 
discussions with the gentleman who had proposed the amendment 
that we just did, and in fact, what Mr. Rooney's amendment does 
only repeals the section of the amendment that was just accepted 
by this body. It does not repeal section 913, which allows for and 
provides for the storage of weapons in courthouse facilities. All of 
that language is still intact. Just so that the gentleman from 
Columbia County understands, that is not repealed; it is still in law 
and will remain in law. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the lady 
from Crawford County, Representative Forcier, on the amendment. 

Mrs. FORCIER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to have permission to interrogate the maker of the 

amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Rooney, 

indicates that he is willing to stand for intemogation. The lady is in 
order and may proceed. 

Mrs. FORCIER. Mr. Speaker. I am opposed to knives and other 
dangerous weapons in the courthouse, which has also been talked 
about by two previous Representatives. Your amendment would 
lead to individuals taking knives and other dangerous weapons into 
the courthouse. Could you tell me if that is your intent? 

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I have six people talking to me at 
once. Would you be kind enough to repeat your question? 

Mrs. FORCER. I would be happy to. 
Your amendment would lead to individuals taking knives and 

other dangerous weapons into the courthouse. Is that your intent? 

Mr. ROONEY. No. 
Mr. Speaker, let us be very clear: In the amendment that was 

just passed, there was a provision that would require there be 
storage areas for bombs and handgrenades and the like. That is 
unnecessary. My suspicion is that if some nitwit brings a bomb into 
a courthouse, he or she probably is not going to store it and want 
a receipt. That is what we are aying to get at in one respect. In 
another respect, what we are doing is increasing the penalties so 
that we do not leave out some very important offenses. 

Let us be very clear: It is not our intention to sbike dangerous 
weapons from the Gannon amendment. What we are trying to get 
at, again, is to remove some unnecessary language and increase the 
penalties for some very serious crimes that should prohibit 
somebody from possessing a fiream. 

Mrs. FORCER. Mr. Speaker, on the amendment? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The lady is recognized. 
Mrs. FORCIER. I understand what the Representative had just 

said. However, on line 21, it most certainly is written that it says, 
"Facilities for checking fuearms or other dangerous weapons." 
That is taken out. So therefore, the way it is written, even though 
it may not be the intent, it most certainly will allow other 
dangerous weapons in the courthouse. 

I therefore ask my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
oppose this amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Rooney, are you seeking 
recognition? 

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to he very clear. The 
gentlelady suggested that on line 21 we are taking out ''fuearm." 
That is simply not the case. I want to be very clear. I think we have 
made it clear what we are attempting to do, but to remove the word 
"firearms" is not, respectfully, is not what we are attempting to do 
nor is it what we are in fact doing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Montgomery County, Mr. Godshall, on the 
amendment. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I did not know that handgrenades were a dangerous weapon not 

prohibited by law. The Gannon amendment specifically says that 
fueanns or other dangerous weapons which are not prohibited by 
law. All we are doing is expanding to some degree on the fonner 
Tangretti language which was placed in the Uniform Firearms Act 
in 1995. 

All we are saying is that when somebody comes into a 
courthouse andlor a court facility and has an item confiscated that 
is not prohibited by law, such as a pocketknife, they get a receipt 
and get it back. We have done nothing to expand this language to 
make weapons that are prohibited by law, that they would be 
allowed to be put in a gun box or whatever that is located in the 
courthouse. 

And, you know, I feel very strongly, as I think Representative 
Tangretti does, on this issue. You know, this law was to take effect 
in 1996. I know most courthouses have followed the letter of the 
law and most counties have followed the letter of the law; some 
have not, but it is a very important issue, and I oppose this 
amendment which would stnp out this language from the 
Uniform Firearms Act, and therefore, 1 have to oppose the 
Rooney amendment. Thank you. 
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AMENDMENT DIVIDED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Rooney, rise? You have spoken twice. 

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, there seems to be a great deal of 
confus~on surrounding the provisions that deal with court facilities. 
What I would like to do is withdraw this amendment at this time 
and offer an amendment that deals just with adding the offenses to 
the Gannon amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That could be done through 
division. You could simply withdraw part of your amendment and 
offer the other part. 

Mr. ROON~Y.  That is fine. We will do it. Just give us 
one second, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Rooney, the Chaiu had earlier 
advised Mr. Sturla that the amendment could be divided between ~~ - ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ 

limes 10 and 11 and lines 13 and 14, and the portion which you 
would like to retain is the section in between those two divisions. 

Mr. ROONEY. That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is that your request? 
Mr. ROONEY. That is my request. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Rooney, 

moves that amendment A4144 be divided between l i e s  10 and 11 
and lines 13 and 14, and the Chair so orders. 

The portion which the gentleman wishes to retain and which we 
will vote on first is contained in lines 11, 12, and 13 of the original 
amendment, which will be amendment A4144-A. The portion 
before the House would contain the crimes section, and the rest 
would not be before the House in this amendment. 

Now, is there anyone seeking recognition on 4144-A? 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to part A of the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Bebko-Jones Frankel Man" Rmney 
Bishop Freeman Melio Samuelson 

Beminghoff 
Birmelin 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Bunt 
Calrag,rone 
Casario 
Cawley 
Chadwlck 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Colafella 
Comell 

Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gmcela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hacay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 

Micozde 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Nailar 
Nickal 
Oliver 
Orie 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
Piwy 
Plans 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 

Steil 
Stern 
Stevenson 
Smnmatter 
Surra 
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 

Costa Jadlowiec Roberts Veon 
COY Krebs Rohrer Vitali 
Dailey LaGmtta Ross Walko 
Daley Laughlin Rubley Wojnaroski 
Dallv Leh Ruffine Wrirht 
~ e ~ u c a  Lescovie Sainato ~ e v k i c  
Dempsey Lucyk Santoni Yudichak 
Dennody Lynch Sather Zimmerman 
DeWeese Mahei Savlor Zue 
DiGirolamo Maitland Schroder 

NOT VOTING4 

Gruius Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speakel 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and part A of the 
amendment was not agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to part B of the amendment? 

I PART B OF AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Rooney, are you withdrawing 
the second half of that amendment? 

~ r o \ m e  Cannon Michlovic Steelman 
Butkovitz Horsey Mundy Stetler I Mr. ROONEY. Yes. 

Buxton lames Myen S ~ r l a  The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
Caooabianca loseohs 0'B"en Tavlor, J. 
C& ~ a i & r  Perrel Thbmas 
Cohen, M. Keller Pesci Washington 
Comgan Kenney Preston Waters 
Cum. Klrkland Ramos Williams 
DonaNcci Lederer Rieger Wogan 
Evans Levdansky Robinson Yaungblwd 
Fargo Manderino Roebuck 

Adolph Druce Major Schuler 
Allen Eachus Markosek Scnmenti 
Argall Egolf Marsico Semmel 
Armstrong Fairchild Masland Serafini 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B a m r  
Bastian 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 

Feese Mayemik Seyfen 
Fichter McCall Shaner 
Fleagle McGeehan Smith, B. 
Flick McGill Smith. S. H 
Forciei Mcllhanan Snyder 
Geisr Mcllhinney Solobay 
George McNaughton Staback 
Gigiioni Metcalfe Stairs 

On the question recumng, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

( AMENDMENT A4099 RECONSIDERED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is in receipt of a 
reconsideration motion. Moved by the gentleman, Mr. Yewcic, 
that the vote by which amendment No. A4099 was passed to 
SB 167 be reconsidered. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 
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Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Annsrmng 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Banar 
Bastian 
Banisto 
BebkuJones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Browe 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Caltagirane 
Cam 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Cornell 
comgan 
Costa 
COY 
curry 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
D ~ ~ P X Y  
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
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Fairchild Mam 
Fargo Markosek 
Feese Marsico 
Fichter Masland 
Fleagle Mayemik 
Flick McCall 
Forcier McGeehan 
Fmnkel McGill 
Freeman Mcllham 
Gannon Mcllhinney 
Geist McNaughton 
George Melio 
Giglioni Metcalfe 
Gladeck Michlovic 
Godshall Micowie 
Gordner Miller, R. 
Grucela Miller, S. 
Habay Mundy 
Haluska Myen 
Hanna Nailor 
Harhai Nickal 
Harhan O'Brien 
Hasay Oliver 
Hennessey OTie 
Heman Penel 
Hershey Pesci 
Hess Petrana 
Horsey Petrone 
Hutchinson Phillips 
Jadlowlec RPPY 
lames Platls 
Jasephs Preston 
Kaiser Ramos 
Keller Raymond 
Kenney Readshaw 
Kirkland Reinard 
Krebs Rieger 
LaGrona Robens 
Laughlin Robinson 
Lederer Roebuck 
Leh Rohrei 
Lescovitz Rmney 
Levdansky Ross 
Lynch Rubley 
Maher Ruifing 
Mairiand Saxnato 
Malor Samuelran 
Mandenno Sanloni 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Sehuler 
Scnmenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith. B. 
smith; S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Suinmaner 
Stuila 
Suna 
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trcllo 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnmski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblmd 
Yudichak 
Zirnmerman 
zug 

Buxton Capplblania Casorio Lucyk 

Stain 

Gruitza Plstella Ullt Ryan. 
Lawless Soeaker 

T h e  majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Wil l  the House agree to  the amendment? 

The clerk read the following amendment No. A4099: 

Amend Title, page I,  line 2, by inserting after "for" 
possession of firearm or other dangerous weapon 
in court facility, for 

Amend Title, page 1, line 5, by striking out " a n d  
Amend Title, page 1, line 6, by removing the period after "address" 

and inserting 
, for persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or transfer 
firearms; proriding for possession of firearms with altered manufacturer's 
number; further providing for the sale or transfer of firearms and for 
registration of firearms; and providing for failure to report lost or stolen 
firearms and notice of multiple purchase reporting and for locking device 
for firearms. 

Amend Bill, page I, lines 9 through I I, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 

Section 1. Section 913(e) of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read: 
g 913. Possession of firearm or other dangerous weapon in court facility. 

* * *  
(e) Facilities for checking firearms or other daneerous 

-.-Each county shall make available at or within the building 
containine a court facilitv by July 1, 1996, lockers or similar facilities at 
no charge or cost for the temporary checking of firearms by persons 
carrying firearms under section 6106(b) or 6109 or for the checking of 
other daneerous weaoons that are not otherwise prohibited bv law. Any 
individual checking a firearm. daneerous weapon or an item deemed to be 
a daneerous weavon at a court facilitv must be issued a receid. Notice of 
the location of the facility shall be posted as required under 
subsection (d). 

* * * 
Section 2. Section 2706(a) of Title 18 is amended and the section 

is amended by adding subsections to read: 
Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 13, by striking out "2" and inserting 
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Amend Bill, page 6, by inserting after line 30 
Section 4. Section 6105(c)(2) of Title 18 is amended and the 

section is amended by adding a subsection to  read: 
5 6105. Persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or Ransfer 

firearms. 
* * *  
La.1) Penaltv.-Any vetson convicted of a felony enumerated under 

subsection (b) or a felonv under the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, 
No.64). known as The Controlled Substance. h e .  Device and Cosmetic 
Act. or anv eauivalent Federal statute or equivalent statute of anv other 
state. who violates subsection (a) commits a felonv of the second demee. 

* * * 
(c) Other persons.-In addition to any person who has been 

convicted of any offense listed under subsection (b), the following 
persons shall be subject to the prohibition of subsection (a): 

* * *  
(2) A person who has been convicted of an offense under 

the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The 
Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, 
eauivalent Federal statute or eauivalent statute of any other state. 
that may be punishable by a term of imprisonment exceeding 
two years. 

* * *  
Section 5. Title 18 is amended by adding sections to read: 

F 61 10.2. Possession of firearm with altered manufacturer's number. 
(a) General mle.-No Denon shall vossess a firearm which has had 

the manufacturer's number inteeral to the frame or receiver altered. 
chaneed. removed or obliterated. 

(b) Penal@.-A verson who violates this section commits a 
misdemeanor of the first deeree. 

LC) Definition.-As used in this section. the term "firearm" shall 
have the same meaning as that term is defined in section 61 05(i) (relating 
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to wrsons not to Dossess. use. manufacture, conhol, sell or transfer 
firearms). 
3 6112 Locklne de\lce for tireamis 

tar Offense defined -It ,h~11 be unlauful  for i n \  llccnaec 1%) >r.ll, 
deliveror hansfer anv firearm as defined in section 6102 (relatine to 
dcfinl~ions) to an\  orher ncrson. other than another licen5ec. unless the 
nanjferee is  oro\~ded w i t h  or ~urchaceia locklne dew.-< for that firedrm 
or the dcrlan of tne firearm ~ncomordtes a loci~ne de\ ice. 

(bj Exce~tions.-Firearms for transfer to or ~ossession by any 
law eniorccmen~ officer ctn~loverl b\ an\. Federal. Srate ur local 
eo\srnment entity or rall nol~cs emolo\ed and cenlficd bv a ra~l canler 
as a ~olice officer are not subiect to the orovisions of this section. 

(c) Penalties.-A violation of the orovisions of this section shall be 
a summarj offense. 

(dj Definitions.-As used in this section. the followine words and 
phrases shall have the meanines eiven to them in this subsection: 

"Licensee." Any licensed manufacturer. im~orter or dealer of 
firearms. 

"Lockine device." Either of the followine: 
[I j A device that, when installed on a firearm. is desiened 

to orevent the firearm from being overated without first deactivatinq 
the device: or 

(2) A device that is incomorated into the desim of a 
firearm and that is desiened to orevent the oueration of the firearm 
by anvone not havine access to the device. 
Amend Sec. 3, page 7, line I, by shiking out "3" and inserting 
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On the question recurring. 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. MI. G a n n o ~  do you seek 
recognition? The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, once again I ask for a "yes" vote 
on the amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Butler County, Mr. Metcalfe, on the amendment. 

Mr. METCALFE. Regarding the reconsideration of this 
amendment, as was obvious from the agreement that was made 
with the previous amendment, it seems like there are some things 
going on here with this amendment, with this bill, that a lot of us 
have not been made privy to. 

The attempt to take out the portion of the amendment that we 
just worked on and voted against is, 1 think, very telling for us as 
to what direction we are going to with this amendment and with 
these gun control and more gun control measures that are being 
voted on here today. 

So I would ask that everyone would oppose this amendment. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Yewcic, on the amendment. 
Mr. YEWCIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, it became obvious during the debate that the 

Gannon amendment was all about gun control, and it really caused 
a lot of confusion among the House members. Therefore, I would 
ask a "no" vote on the Gannon amendment. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Cannon, for the second time. 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker. there was not any confusion about 

this amendment when it was debated a short time ago. It has 
three very critical elements that I believe are needed with respect 
to gun safety for the people of Pennsylvania. 

There was some confusion with respect to a subsequent 
amendment but I do not think that should cloud our judgment and 

deliberations and decisions with respect to this amendment. This 
is supported by a broad spectrum of law enforcement including the 
Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, so there 
is not any reason to vote "no" on this amendment. There are a lot 
of reasons that have been enumerated by many members in the 
debate why we should vote "yes" on this amendment, and I would 
ask for a "yes" vote on the Gannon amendment. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Argall 
Bard 
Barley 
Battisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Cornell 
Comgan 
Costa 
curry 
Dailey 
Dempsey 
Detmody 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 

Allen 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bstian 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Calafella 
my 
Daley 
Dally 
DeWeese 
Eaehur 
Egolf 
Fairchiid 
Fargo 

Druee 
Evans 
Fichter 
Flick 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Cannon 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Harhan 
Hennessey 
Horsey 
James 
losephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kvkland 
Lederer 
Levdansky 
Maher 
Maitland 
Manderino 
Man" 
Marsico 
Masland 

Feese 
Fleagle 
Forcier 
Geist 
George 
Gordner 
Gmcela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
H=y 
Herman 
Hershey 
HesS 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Krebs 
LaGrarta 
Laughlin 
Leh 
Lescovitz 

Mcllhinney 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller, R. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rmney 
Ross 
Rubley 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Major 
Markosek 
Mayemik 
McCall 
Mcllhanan 
McNaughton 
Metcalfe 
Miller, S. 
Orie 
Petrarca 
Phillips 

PiPpy 
Readshaw 
Robens 
Rohrer 
Rufing 
Sainata 
Sather 
saylor 
Scrimenti 

Samuelson 
Santoni 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Serafini 
Snyder 
Steelman 
Steil 

Sturla 
Tannent 
Taylor, E 2 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Trello 
T"ch 
Tulli 
Vance 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wright 
Youngblood 

Semmel 
Seyfen 
Shatter 
Smith, 6. 
Smith, S. H. 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Shittmmr 
Surra 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
True 
Van Home 
Veon 
Wajnaroski 
Yewcic 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zu.2 

NOT VOTING5 

Barrar DeLuca Giglioni Peuone 
Bimelin 
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Gruiaa Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. GEORGE offered the following amendment No. A3266: 

Amend Title, page I ,  line 3, by removing the comma after 
"stalking" and inserting 

and 
Amend Title, page I, line 4, by striking out "ans' and inserting 

; defining the offense of medical supply or drug 
price fraud; and further providing 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, lines 13 and 14, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 

Section 2. Section 2709(a), (c)(l) and (0 ofTitle 18 are amended 
to read: 

Amend Bill. Dace 3, by insertine between lines 9 and 10 . - - 
Section 3. Title 18 is amended by adding a section to read 

5 4121. Medical suo~lv or dme orice fraud. 
la) Offense defined.-A person commits an offense of medical 

drug chains that have been taking advantage of their consumer by 
charging a different price. 

I think we should accept this amendment, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Arg2ll 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Brawne 
Bunt 
Butkovin 

Egalf 
Evans 
fairchild 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grueela 
Habay 
Haluska 

Mann 
MarkOSek 
Marsico 
Masland 
'Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughmn 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller. R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Shaner 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
stem 
SIetler 

Buxton Hanna Nailar Stevenson 
Caltagirone Harhai Nickol Strinmaner 
Cappabianca Haman O'Brien Sturla 
Cam Hasay Oliver Surra 

s u ~ ~ l v  or drug to a consumer because of the consumer's medical 

su~pI\. or dm,: prlcc fraud. a misdemeanor of the thlrd demec. if he adds 
ur su!ch.rce, !he d~snlaved or electrun~callv slorcd nrlcs for a mcd~cal 

cond~t~dn or Idch of health inwrance 
tht Dcfinlt~on\ -4s used in rh~s sectlon. the follow~ne aords and 

Casono llen~esse~ Ornc Tmgcen~ I Cmlc! Herman Pczel Taylor. C. Z 
Chadwick Hershey Pesci Taylor, J. 
Civera Hess Petmrca Thomas 
Clark Horsey Peuone Tigue 
Clvmer Hutchinson Phillinr Tmvavlio 

"Dme." A drug as defined in the act of Se~tember 27. 1961 

~ 

phrases shall have the meanines eiven to them in this subsection: 

(P.L.1700, No.699). known as the Pharmacy Act. 
"Med~cal su~plv." A medical supolv as defined in the act of 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~ ~  - . a--- I Gh&; L. I.  James P~PPY Trello 

September 27. 1961 (P.L.1700. No.699). known as the Pharmacv Act. 
Section 4. Sections 5122 and 5504 of Title 18 are amended to read: 
Amend Sec. 3, page 7, line 1, by striking out "3" and inserting 

5 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. George. 

Mr. GEORGE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I apologize, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I have the right 

amendment at this time. 
This is amendment A3266 that deals with fraud, and I believe 

that the amendment that we have prepared, it does not discriminate 
in any manner, and it basically says that a drugstore cannot raise 
the price on a drug or a medical supply because of the lack of 
insurance or a health condition. For example, if a drugstore is 
having a special advertised retail price, they could not raise the 
sale price of that product if they discover that a person does not 
have insurance. 

This amendment does not prohibit an insurance discount or a 
drug benefit like copay. This also does not set the price for any 
drug or medical supply. As you have read recently, even in the 
large State of California, there have been many drugstores and 

Cohen, M. Jasephs Plans Trich 
Colafella Kaiser Reson Tulli 
Cornell Keller Ramos Vance 
Carrigan Kenney Raymond Van Home 
Costa Kirkland Readshaw Veon 
COY Krebs Reinard Vitali 
cub 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Dtuce 
Eachus 

Gruitla 
Lawless 

LaGmtla Rieger 
Laughlin Roberts 
Lederer Robinson 
Leh Rwbuck 
Lescovin Rohrer 
Levdansky Roaney 
Lucyk ROSS 
Lynch Rubley 
Maher Rufting 
Maitland Sainato 
Major Samuelson 
Mandenno 

Fargo Jadlowiec 
Forciei Metcalfe 
Cannon Seyfen 

NOT V O T I N G 4  

EXCUSEW5 

Pinella Wilt 

Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblmd 
Yudiehak 
zug 

Smith, B. 
True 
Zimmerman 

Ryan, 
Speaker 
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The majority having voted i n  the affumative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to  the bill o n  third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. COHEN offered the following amendment NO. A3310: 

Amend Title, page I. line 6, by removing the period after "address" 
and inserting 

and for minimum wages. 
Amend Bill, page 6, by inserting after line 30 
Section 3. Title 18 is amended by adding a chapter to read: 

CHAPTER 95 
MINIMUM WAGES 

Sec. 
9501. Declaration of policy. 
9502. Short title of chapter. 
9503. Definitions. 
9504. Minimum wages. 
9505. Exemptions. 
9506. Minimum Wage Advisory Board. 
9507. Investigations. 
9508. Duty of employer. 
9509. Enforcement, rules and regulations. 
9510. Unconstitutionality. 
951 1. Penalties. 
9512. Civil actions. 
5 9501. Declaration of policy. 

Employees are employed in some occupations in this 
Commonwealth for wages unreasonably low and not fairly commensurate 
with the value of the services rendered. Such a condition is contrary to 
public interest and public policy commands its regulation. Employees 
employed in such occupations are not as a class on a level of equality in 
bargaining with their employers in regard to minimum fair wage 
standards, and "freedom of contract" as applied to their relations with 
their employers is illusory. Judged by any reasonable standard, wages in 
such occupations are often found to bear no relation to the fair value of 
the services rendered. In the absence of effective minimum fair wage rates 
for employees, the depression of wages by some employers constitutes a 
serious form of unfair competition against other employers, reduces the 
purchasing power of the workers and threatens the stability of the 
economy. The evils of unreasonable and unfair wages as they affect some 
employees employed in this Commonwealth are such as to render 
imperative the exercise of the police power of the Commonwealth for the 
protection of indushy and of the employees employed therein and of the 
public interest of the community at large. 
5 9502. Short title of chapter. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Minimum 
Wage Act. 
5 9503. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall 
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 

"Board." The Minimum Wage Advisory Board created by this 
chapter. 

"Depamnent." The Department of Labor and Industry of the 
Commonwealth. 

"Employ." Includes to permit to work. 
"Employee." Includes any individual employed by an employer. 
"Employer." Includes any individual, partnership, association, 

corporation, business trust or any person or group of persons acting, 
directly or indirectly, in the interest of an employer in relation to any 
employee. 
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"Gratuities." Voluntary monetary conmbutions received by an 
employee from a guest, patron or customer for services rendered. 

"Occupation." Any industry, trade, business, service or 
employment or class or group thereof in which individuals are gainfully 
employed. 

"Secretary." The Secretary of Labor and indushy of the 
Commonwealth. 

"Wage." Paid to any employee includes the reasonable cost, as 
determined by the Secretary of Labor and industry, to the employer for 
furnishing such employee with board, lodging or other facilities, if such 
board, lodging or other facilities are customarily furnished by such 
employer to his employees. The cost of board, lodging or other facilities 
shall not be included as a part of the wage paid to any employee to the 
extent it is excluded therefrom under the terms of a bona fide collective 
bargaining agreement applicable to the particular employee and the 
Secretary of Labor and Industry is' authorized to determine the fair value 
of such board, lodging or other facilities for defined classes of employees 
and in defined areas, based on average cost to the employer or to groups 
of employers similarly situated, or average value to groups of employees, 
or other appropriate measures of fair value. These evaluations, where 
applicable and pertinent, shall be used in lieu of actual measure of cost in 
determining the wage paid to any employee. In determining the hourly 
wage of a tipped employee, the amount paid such employee by his 
employer shall be deemed to be increased on account of tips by an amount 
determined by the employer, but not by an amount in excess of 45% of 
the applicable minimum wage rate upon the effective date of this chapter. 
The amount of the increase on account of tips determined by the employer 
may not exceed the value of tips actually received by the employee. The 
previous sentence shall not apply with respect to any tipped employee 
unless: 

(1) The employee has been informed by the employer of 
the provisions of this definition. 

(2) All tips received by such employee have been retained 
by the employee and shall not be surrendered to the employer to be 
used as wages to satisfy the requirement to pay the current hourly 
minimum rate in effect; where the gratuity is added to the charge 
made by the establishment, either by the management, or by the 
customer, the gratuity shall become the property of the employee; 
except that this definition shall not be construed to prohibit the 
pooling of tips among employees who customarily and regularly 
receive tips. 
"Wages." Compensation due to any employee by reason of his 

employment, payable in legal tender of the United States or checks on 
banks convertible into cash on demand at full face value, subject to such 
deductions, charges or allowances as may be permitted by regulations of 
the Secretary of Labor and lndushy under section 9509 (relating to 
enforcement, rules and regulations). 
5 9504. Minimum wages. 

(a) Rates.-Except as may othenvise be provided under this chapter, 
every employer shall pay to each employee wages for all hours worked at 
arate of not less than: 

( I )  $5.65 an hour 30 days after the effective date of this 
chapter. 

(2) $6.15 an hour beginning May 1, 2000. 
(3) Beginning May I ,  2001, and every May I thereafter, 

the minimum wage shall be increased to the poverty level for a 
family of three, as set forth by the Department of Health and 
Human Services, divided by 2080, rounded up to the nearest 
I$ increment. In the event that this formula produces an increase of 
over 50# an hour the secretary shall increase the minimum wage by 
50s. Thirty days prior to May 1, the secretary shall publish in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin notice of the new wage rate. 
(b) Federal law.-If the minimum wage set forth in the Fair Labor 

Standards Act of 1938 (52 Stat. 1060, 29 U.S.C. 5 201 et seq.) is 
increased above the level required by this section, the minimum wage 
shall match the levels of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. 
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(c) Regulation.-The secretary, to the extent necessary to prevent 
curtailment of employment oppomnities, shall by regulations provide for 
the employment of learners and students, under special certificates at 
wages lower than the minimum wage applicable under this section, and 
subject to such limitations as to number, proportion and length of service 
as the secretary shall prescribe. The minimum wage prescribed under this 
subsection shall not be less than 85% of the otherwise applicable wage 
rate in effect under this section. A special certificate issued under this 
subsection shall provide that six or fewer students for whom it is issued 
shall, except during vacation periods, be employed on a part-time basis 
and not in excess of 20 hours in any workweek at a subminimum rate. In 
the case of an employer who intends to employ seven or more students, 
at a subminimum rate, the secretary may issue a special certificate only if 
the employer certifies to the secretary that employment of such students 
will not create a substantial probability of reducing the full-time 
employment opportunities for other workers. 

(d) Overtime.-Employees shall be paid for overtime not less than 
one and one-half times the emolovee's remlar rate as orescribed in . . - 
regulations promulgated by the secretary. Students employed in seasonal 
occupations as defined and delimited by regulations promulgated by the 
secretary may, by such regulations, be excluded from the overtime 
~rovisions of this chapter. The secretary shall promulgate regulations with I - - 
respect to overtime subject to the limitations that no pay for overtime in 
addition to the regular rate shall he required except for hours in excess of I 
40 hours in a workweek. 

( e )  Impairment.-An employee whose earning capacity is impaired 
by physical or mental deficiency or injury may be paid less than the 
applicable minimum wage if either a license specifying a wage rate 
commensurate with the employee's productive capacity has been obtained 
by the employer from the-secretaj or a ~ e d e i l  cekificate is obtained 
under section 14(c'l of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. A license 1 - , . 
obtained from the secretary shall be granted only upon joint application 
of employer and employee. 
$9505. Exemptions. 

(a) Double exemptions.-Employment in the following 
classifications shall be exempt from both the minimum wage and overtime 
provisions of this chapter: 

( I )  Labor on a farm. 
(2) Domestic services in or about the private home of the 

employer. 
(3) Delivery of newspapers to the consumer. 
(4) In connection with the publication of any weekly, 

semiweekly or daily newspaper with a circulation of less than 
4,000, the major part of which circulation is within the county 
where published or counties contiguous thereto. 

(5) In a bona tide executive, administrative, or professional 
capacity, including any employee employed in the capacity of 
academic administrative personnel or teachers in elementan or 

18 years, which operates for a period of less than three months in 
any one year. 

(8) In employment by an establishment which is a public 
amusement or recreational establishment, organized camp or 
religious or nonprofit educational conference center, if: 

(i) it does not operate for more than seven months 
in any calendar year; or 

(ii) durinn the preceding calendar year, its average 
receipts for any six moiths of such year were not more than 
33 113% of its average receipts for the other six months of 
such year. 
(9) Golf caddy. 
(10) In employment as a switchboard operator employed 

by an independently owned public telephone company which has 
not more than 750 stations. 

(1 1) Employees not subject to civil service laws who hold 
elective office or are on the personal staff of such an officeholder, 
are immediate advisers to him, or are appointed by him to serve on 
a policy-making level. 
(b) Overtime exemptions.-Employment in the following 

classifications shall be exempt from the overtime provisions of this 
chapter: 

(1) Seaman. 
(2) Any salesman, partsrnan or mechanic pnmarily engaged 

in selling and servicing automobiles, trailers, trucks, farm 
implements or aircraft if employed by a nonmanufacturing 
establishment primarily engaged in the business of selling such 
vehicles to ultimate purchasers. 

(3) Any driver employed by an employer engaged in the 
business of operating taxicabs. 

(4) Any employee employed as an announcer, news editor, 
or chief engineer by a radio or television station, the major studio 
of which is located: 

(i) in a city or town of 100,000 population or less, 
according to the latest available decennial census figures as 
compiled by the Bureau of the Census, except where such 
city or town is pan of a standard metropolitan statistical 
area, as defined and designated by the Bureau of the 
Budget, which has a total population in excess of 100,000; 
or 

(ii) in a city or town of 25,000 population or less, 
which is part of such an area but is at least 40 airline miles 
from the principal city in such area. 
(5) Any employee engaged in the processing of maple sap 

into sugar (other than refined sugar) or syrup. 
(6) Employment by an establishment which is a motion 

picture theater. 
(7) Any employee of a motor carrier with respect to whom 

. - 
the secretary, except that an employee of a retail or service 

secondary schools, or in the capacity of outside salesman, as iuch 
terms are defined and delimited from time to time bv reeulations of 

establishment shall "ot be excluded from the definition of employee 
em~loved in a bona ride executive or administrative caoacitv 

I the Federal secretary of  Transportation has power to establish 
aualifications and maximum hours of service under 49 U.S.C. 

. . , 
because of the number of hours in his workweek which he devotes 

5 3102(b)(l) and (2) (relating to requirements for qualifications, 
hours of service, safety and equipment standards). 

5 9506. Minimum Wage Advisory Board. 
(a) Board created.-There is hereby created in the Department of 

to activities not directly or closely related to the performance of ~ a b o r a n d  lndusny a Minimum Wage ~dvisory  Board consisting of nine 
executive administrative activities. if less than 40% of his hours members to be aooointed bv the secretarv to assist him in canvine out his 
worked in the workweek are devoted to such activities. 

(6) In the activities of an educational, charitable, religious 
or nonprofit organization where the employer-employee 
relationship does not in fact exist or where the services are rendered 
to such organization gratuitously. 

(7) In seasonal employment, if the employee is under 
I8 years of age, or if a student under 24 years of ase, by a nonprofit 
health or welfare agency engaged in activities dealing with 
handicapped or exceptional children or by a nonprofit day or 
resident seasonal recreational camp for campers under the age of 

. . , - 
duties under this chapter, and for the pumose of conducting public 
hearings at the reques;of the secretary in-order to recommend Glks and 
reeulations for the occuoations covered within this chaaer. - 

(b) Membership.-Of the nine members, three shall be 
representatives of an established recognized association of labor 
organizations, three shall be representatives of an established recognized 
association of employers and three shall be members from the general 
public. The secretary or his designated representative shall be chairman 
of the board. 

(c) Compensation.-Each member of the board shall receive 
compensation of $30 per day plus necessary expenses for each day 
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actually spent in the performance of his duties. No employee of the 
Commonwealth shall receive any additional compensation or expenses on 
account of his services under this chapter. 

(d) Notice.-At least ten days' public notice shall be given in the 
manner prescribed by the board prior to any public hearing of the board. 
Five members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

(e) Powers.-The board shall have the power and duty to: 
(1) Consult with the secretary concerning any matter 

arising under the administration of this chapter and advise and 
assist him in canying out the duties prescribed for him by 
section 7008 (relating to duty of employer). 

(2) Conduct public hearings at the request of the secretary 
in order to develop rules and regulations in accordance with 
section 7009 (relating to enforcement; rules and regulations), in 
which hearines due orocess of law shall be observed and any person - . . 
may appear and be heard or file statements in support of his 
position. 

(3) Submit its report, including recommendations for the 
promulgation of rules and regulations, to the secretary, who shall 
within 30 days thereafter accept such report or refer it to the board 
for further consideration and consultation. If the report is referred 
to the board for further consideration, the secretary shall, in 
consultation with the board, modify, amend, or otherwise act upon 
such report within 60 days thereafter. Rules and regulations 
developed and promulgated hereunder shall be published and any 
person aggrieved thereby shall have a right of review. 

5 9507. Investigations. 
The secretary or his representative shall have authority to 

investigate and ascertain the wages of persons employed in any 
occupation in this Commonwealth; enter and inspect the place of business 
or employment of any employer in any occupation in this Commonwealth 
at any reasonable time, for the purpose of examining and inspecting any 
records of any such employer that in any way relate to wages, hours, or 
other conditions of employment of any such employees; copy any or all 
of such records as he or his authorized representative may deem necessary 
or appropriate; require from such employer full and accurate statements 
in writing, at such times as the secretary may deem necessary, of the 
wages paid to all employees in his employment; and interrogate such 
persons for the purpose of ascertaining whether the provisions of this 
chapter and the regulations issued have been and are being complied with. 

9508. Duty of employer. 
Every employer shall keep a true and accurate record of the hours 

worked by each employee and the wages paid to each, and shall furnish 
to the secretary or his duly authorized representative, upon demand, a 
sworn statement of the same. Such records shall be open to inspection by 
any duly authorized representative of the secretary at any reasonable time 
and shall be preserved for a period of three years. Every employer subject 
to this chapter shall keep a summary of this chapter and any regulations 
issued hereunder applicable to him posted in a conspicuous place where 
employees normally pass and can read it. Employers shall. upon request, 
be furnished copies of such summaries without charge. Employers shall . . 
permit any dul; authorized representative of the secretary to interrogate 
anv emolovee in the d a c e  of em~lovment and durine work hours with . . .  . . - 
respect to the wages paid and the hours worked by such employee or other 
employees. 
$9509. Enforcement, rules and regulations. 

The secretary, Attorney General and dismct attorneys shall enforce 
this chaoter. The secretarv shall make and. from time to time. revise , ~ ~~~~~~ ~ , ~ 

regulations, with the assistance of the board when requested by him, 
which shall be deemed appropriate to carry out the purposes of this 
chapter and to safeguard the minimum wage rates hereby established. 
Such regulations may include, but are not limited to, regulations defining 
and governing bona fide executive, adminishative or professional 
employees and outside salesmen, learners and apprentices, their number, 
proportion, length of learning period and other working conditions; 
handicapped workers; part-time pay; overtime standards; bonuses; 
allowances for board, lodging, apparel or other facilities or services 

customarilv furnished by em~loyers to emdoyees; allowances for . . .  . - 
gratuities; or allowances for such other special conditions or 
circumstances which may be incidental to a particular employer-employee 
relationship. 
8 9510. Unconstitutionality. 

If any provision of this chapter, or the application hereof to any 
person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of this chapter and 
the application of such provisions to other persons or circumstances shall 
not be affected hereby. 
8 951 1. Penalties. 

(a) Discharge or discrimination.-Any employer and his agent, or 
the officer or agent of any corporation, who discharges or in any other 
manner discriminates against any employee because such employee has 
testified or is about to testify before the secretary or his representative in 
any investigation or proceeding under or related to this chapter, or 
because such employer believes that said employee may so testify shall, 
upon conviction hereof in a summary proceeding, be sentenced to pay a 
fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000, and in default of the 
payment of such fine and costs shall be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
less than ten days nor more than 90 days. 

(b) Underpayment.-Any employer or the officer or agent of any 
corporation who pays or agrees to pay any employee less than the rates 
applicable to such employee under this chapter shall, upon conviction 
thereof in a summary proceeding, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less 
than $75 nor more than $300 or to undergo imorisonment of not less than - .  
ten nor more than 60 days, or both. Each week in which such employee 
is paid less than the rate applicable to him under this chapter and f i r  &ch 
emolovee who is oaid less than the orescribed rate. a seoarate offense 
shail de deemed td occur. Any agreement between t ie  employer and the 
employee to work for less than-the applicable wage rate shall be no 
defense to action bv the Commonwealth under this chaoter. 

(c) Other violations.-Any employer or the officer or agent of any 
~ . .  

corporation who violates any other provision of this chapter or of an; 
reeulation issued hereunder shall. uoon conviction hereof in a summarv - . . 
proceeding, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $100 nor more than 
$500, and each day of such failure to comply with this chapter or 
regulation shall constitute a separate offense. 
$ 9512. Civil actions. 

If any employee is paid by his or her employer less than the 
minimum wages provided by sectjon 9504 (relating tominimum wages) 
or bv anv reeulation issued thereunder. such worker mav recover in a civil 
action the full amount of such minimum wage less any amount actually 
paid to the worker by the employer, together with costs and such 
reasonable attorney fees as may be allowed by the court, and any 
agreement between the employer and the worker to work for less than 
such minimum wage shall be no defense to such action. At the request of 
any employee paid less than the minimum wage to which such employee 
was entitled under this chapter and regulations issued hereunder, the 
secretary may take an assignment of such wage claim in trust for the 
assigning worker and may bring any legal action necessaly to collect such 
claim, and the employer shall be required to pay the cost and such 
reasonable attorney fees as may be allowed by the court. 

Amend Sec. 3, page 7, line I, by striking out "3" and inserting 
4 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. O n  that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, Title 18 deals with crimes and offenses. Today's 

minimum wage ought to be a crime. It is offensive to  allow the 
payment o f  subpoverty wages to Pennsylvania workers in this day 
and age. 
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The treatment of workers by employers can be dealt with under 
the broad subjects contained within Title 18. In fact, Title 18, 
which is the title I am seeking to amend, already deals with the 
treatment of employees by employers in several instances. 
Section 7321 regulates the use of lie detectors, both in 
preemployment interviews and in the workplace with current 
employees. Section 9125 deals with the employers' use of criminal 
history checks in the hiring of new employees. I am sure closer 
examination of this large and diverse title would raise additional 
instances of intrusion into the employer-employee relationship. For 
better or for ill, Title 18 already deals with the broad subject 
matter of this amendment. 

I submit that a Title 18 bill is not the ideal vehicle but it is 
constitutionally germane. I take this route because it is the policy 
of the majority not to give us an ideal legislative vehicle. 

If the House has problems with this title as a vehicle for the 
minimum-wage amendments, the majority party can 
immediately remedy these problems by voting HE 713 from the 
Labor Relations Committee and scheduling a floor vote. Lackimg 
a clean vote, we will use every constitutionally germane vehicle 
available to raise the minimum wage for Pennsylvania's working 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems it is the policy of the majority party to 
prevent a vote on the minimum wage. I do not want to rush to 
conclusions, but I think that is clear. It ought to be the policy of 
this Commonwealth and the nation that a min im-wage  job 
should keep a small family of three out of poverty. 

I ask for a 'yes" vote on this amendment and a "yes" vote if 
there is any challenge on germaneness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Snyder. on the Cohen amendment. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker. I apologize to the memben that 
we need to keep cornmg before them on this issue, but here we go 
again. 

We are now lookmg a! the Crimes Code bill for minimum 
wage, and 1 am sure the maker of the amendment will argue that it 
is a crime that peoplc are being paid such low wages in 
Pennsylvania. but I do no! thtnli that is enough to make this 
amendment germane to th15 tttle and to this piece of legislation. 

Mr. Speaker. we ha\e a long agenda of bills that are very 
important to thls Crime!. Codu b~l l  that I think the members need 
to concentrate on. and I u.ould ask the members to vote that- 
And I move that this amendment is not germane to SB 167. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Lehigh 
County, Mr. Snyder. has rased the question of whether 
amendment A33 10 is germane. 

Under House rule 27, questions involving whether an 
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Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the relationship of employer and employee is a 

very heavily regulated subject of the law, and there are many 
criminal penalties for violation of it. 

It is a crime to use lie detectors outside the scope of the law. It 
is a crime to use criminal history outside what is permissible. It is 
a crime to have underage workers. It is a crime to have unsafe 
working conditions for workers. It ought to be a crime to pay 
people low wages. Obviously, the amount of criminal prosecutions 
for violation of the labor laws are very, very few. Employers, with 
very, very rare exceptions, are honorable people who obey the law, 
but the fact that 99.999 percent of all employers obey the law does 
not mean that there should not be regulation within the law. 

This is germane. As I have said before, we have other areas of 
the law that deal with employer-employee relationships, and I urge 
a vote for germaneness so we can get on to the business of raising 
the minimum wage in Pennsylvania. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition on the question of germaneness? 

Those who believe the amendment is germane - is germane - 
will vote "aye"; those who believe the amendment is not germane 
will vote "no." 

On the question retuning, 
Will the House sustain the germaneness of the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS97 

Banisto Evans Markosek Scnmemi 
Bebko-Jones Frankel Mavemik Shaner 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Comgan 
Costa 
COY 
cuny 
Daky 
DeLuca 
Demody 
DeWeese 
DonaNcci 
Eachus 

Freeman ~ c c a l l  
George McGeehan 
Gigiiatti Melio 
Gordner Michlovic 
Grucela Mundy 
Haluska Myers 
Hanna Oliver 
Harhai Pesci 
Horsey Petrarca 
James Peaone 
Josephs Preston 
Kaiser Rarnos 
Keller Readshaw 
Kikland Rieger 
LaGrotta Robens 
Laughlin Robinson 
Lcderer Roebuck 
k o v i f 2  Rooney 
Levdansky Rufting 
Lucyk Sainato 
Mandenno Samuelsan 
Man" Santoni 

Solobay 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Smla 
S u m  
Tangreni 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 
Youngblaod 

amendment is germane to the subject shall be decided by the 
House. 

On the question, 
Will the House sustain the germaneness of the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, Mr. Cohen is 
recognized. 

Adolph Egolf Maher Rubley 
Allen Fairchild Mailland Sather 
Argall Fargo Major Saylor 
Armstrong Fees  Manic0 Schroder 
Baker Fichter Masland Schuler 
Bard Fleagle McGill Semmel 
Barley Flick Mcllhattan Serafini 
Banar Foxier Mcllhinney Seyfen 

Gannon McNaughton Smith.B. 
Benninghoff Geist Metcalfe Smith, S. H 
Birmelin Gladeck Mieoaie Snyder 
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Boyes Godshall Miller, R. Stairs I three days, were shot or killed unintentionally in firearms-related 
Broulle Habay Miller, S. Steil incidents. 
Bunt Harhart Nailor Stem 
Chadwick Hasay Nickol Stevenson 
Civera Hennessey O'Brien Striamatter 
Clark Herman Orie Taylor, E. Z 
Clymer Hershey Pezel Taylor, I. 
Cohen, L. I. Hess Phillips True 
Cornell Hutchinson Pippy Tulli 
Dailey Jadlowiec Plam Vance 
Oally Kenney Raymond W O W  
Dempsey Krebs Reinard Wright 
EiGirolamo Leh Rohrer Zimmerman 
Druce Lynch Ross zug 

NOT V O T M G l  

Yudichak 

Gruiua Pistella Wilt Ryan. 
Lawless Speaker 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
declared not germane. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to  the bill o n  third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. CARN offered the following amendment No. A3329: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 5, by striking out "and  
Amend Title, page 1, line 6, by removing the period after "address" 

and inserting 
; requiring safety devices for firearms; providing for minimum safety 
standards for firearms, for certification of laboratories, for fees, for 
warning labels, for enforcement by the Office of Attomey General; and 
imposing penalties. 

Amend Bill, page 6, by inserting after line 30 
Section 3. ~ i t l e  18 is amended by adding a subchapter to read: 

SUBCHAPTER D 
FIREARMS CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT 

Sec. 
6181. Short title of subchapter. 
6182. Declaration of policy. 
61 83. Definitions. 
61 84. Testing of firearms and safety devices. 
6185. Requirements for safety devices and warning labels. 
6186. Minimum safety standards. 
6187. Warning label or notice. 
6188. Nonconformity with standards. 
6189. Violations. 
6190. Applicability. 
6191. Safety program funding. 
6 6181. Shon title of subchapter. 

This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the Firearms 
Consumer Protection Act. 
5 6182. Declaration of policy. 

The General Assembly finds and declares as follows: 
( I )  In the years 1987 to 1996, nearly 2,200 children in the 

United States under 15 years of age died in unintentional shootings. 
In 1996 alone, 138 children were shot and killed unintentionally. 
Thus, more than 11 children every month, or one child every 

(2) The United States leads the industrialized world in the 
rates of children and youth lost to unintentional, firearms-related 
death. A 1997 study from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reveals that for unintentional firearm-related deaths for 
children under 15 years of age, the rate in the United States was 
nine times higher than in 25 other industrialized countries 
combined. 

(3) While the number of unintentional deaths from firearms 
is an unacceptable toll on America's children, nearly eight times 
that number are heated in United States hospital emergency rooms 
each year for nonfatal unintentional gunshot wounds. 

(4) The Government Accounting Office (GAO), in its 
March 1991 study, "Accidental Shootings: Many Deaths and 
Injuries Caused by Firearms Could be Prevented," estimates than 
3 1 % o f  accidental deaths caused by firearms might be prevented by 
the addition of two safety devices: a child-resistant safety device 
that automatically engages and a device that indicates whether 
the gun is loaded. According to the study results, of the 
107 unintentional firearms-related fatalities the GAO examined for 
the calendar vears 1988 and 1989. 8% could have been orevented 
had the firearm been equipped with a child-resistant safely device. 
This 8% represents instances in which children under six years of 
age unintentionally shot and killed themselves or other persons. 

(5) Currently, firearms are the only products manufactured 
in the United States that are not subject to minimum safety 
standards. 

6 6183. Definitions. 
The following words and phrases when used in this subchapter shall 

have the meanings given to them in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 

"Firearm." Any pistol or revolver with a barrel length less than 
15 inches, any shotgun with a barrel length less than 18 inches or any rifle 
with a barrel length less than 16 inches, or any pistol, revolver, rifle or 
shotgun with an overall length of less than 26 inches. The barrel length 
of a firearm shall be determined by measuring from the muzzle of the 
barrel to the face of the closed action, bolt or cylinder, whichever is 
applicable. 
5 61 84. Testing of firearms and safety devices. 

(a) Certification of laboratories.-The Ofice of Attorney General 
shall certify laboratories to verify compliance with standards for firearms 
and firearm safety devices set forth in section 6186 (relating to minimum 
safety standards). Laboratory certification shall be available within 
one year following the effective date of this subchapter. 

(b) Fee.-The Office of Attomey General may charge any laboratory 
that is seeking cettification to test firearms or firearm safety devices a fee 
not exceeding the costs of certification, including costs associated with 
the development and approval of regulations and standards pursuant to 
section 61 86 (relating to minimum safety standards). 

(c) Test report.-The certified laboratory shall. at a manufacturer's 
or dealer's expense, test a firearm or firearm safely device and submit a 
copy of the final test report directly to the Ofice of Attomey General 
along with the firearm and firearm safety device. The Office of Attomey 
General shall notify the manufacturer or dealer of its receipt of the final 
test repon and its determination as to whether the firearm or firearm safety 
device tested may be sold in this Commonwealth. 

(d) Publication and maintenance of roster.-The Office of . . 
Attorney General shall compile, publish and thereafter maintain a roster 
listine all firearms and firearm safetv devices that have been tested bv a - 
certified testing laboratory, have been determined to meet the standards 
of the Office of Attorney General for firearms and firearm safety devices 
and may be sold in this Commonwealth. 

(e) Roster information provided.-The roster shall list, for each 
firearm and firearm safety device, the manufacturer, model number and 
model name. 
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roster of approved firearms and firearm safety devices. 
(b) Warning required.-Any firearm sold or transferred in this 

Commonwealth by a licensed fireaims dealer, including a private transfer 
through a dealer, and any firearm manufactured in this Commonwealth 
shall be accompanied with warning language or label as described in 
section 6187 (relating to warning label or notice). 
5 6186. Minimum safety standards. 

The Attorney General shall commence development of regulations 
to implement a minimum safety standard for firearms, firearm safety 
devices and gun safes to significantly reduce the risk of firearms-related 
injuries to children 18 years of age and younger. The final standard shall 
do all of the following: 

(I) Address the risk of injury from unintentional gunshot 
wounds. 

(2) Address the risk of injury from self-inflicted gunshot 
wounds by unauthorized users. 

(3) include provisions to ensure that all firearms and 
firearm safety devices and gun safes are reusable and of adequate 

8 6185. Requirements for safety devices and warning labels. 
(a) Firearm safety device required.-Any firearm sold or transferred 

in this Commonwealth by a licensed firearms dealer, including a private 
transfer through a dealer, and any firearm manufactured in this 

of those sections, the licensed firearm manufacturer shall be ineligible to 
manufacture or the licensed firearm dealer shall be ineligible to sell 
firearms in this Commonwealth for 30 days, and shall be subject to a fine 
of $1,000. On the third violation of any of those sections, a firearm 
manufacturer shall be permanently ineligible to manufacture firearms in 
this Commonwealth. On the third violation of any of those sections, a 
licensed firearm dealer shall be permanently ineligible to sell firearms in 
this Commonwealth. 
8 6190. Applicability. 

(a) Antique firearms.-This subchapter does not apply to the 
commerce of any firearm defined as an antique firearm in section 61 18(c) 
(relating to antique firearms). 1 (b) Law enforcement use.-This act shall not apply to the commerce 

I of any firearm intended to be used by a law enforcement officer. Nothing 
in this subchapter shall preclude any police deparbnent or organization of 
the Commonwealth or political subdivision thereof from requiring law 
enforcement offices to store their firearms in gun safes or attach firearms 

1 and firearm safety devices to those firearms. 

the licensed manufacturer or licensed firearm dealer shall immediately 
provide a conforming replacement as instructed by the Attomey General. 
5 6189. Violations. 

A person who violates section 6185 (relating to requirements for 

- 
readily removed from the firearm or that the firearm cannot be 
readily removed from the gun safe except by an authorized user 
utilizing the key, combination or other method of access intended 
by the manufacturer of the device. 

(4) lnclude additional provisions as appropriate. 
Q 6187. Warning label or notice. 

(a) Warning label.-The packaging of any firearm and any 
descriptive materials that accompany any firearm sold or transferred in 
this Commonwealth, or delivered for sale in this Commonwealth, by any 
licensed manufacturer or licensed dealer shall bear a label containing the 
following warning statement: 

WARNING 
Children are amacted to and can operate firearms that can 
cause severe injuries or death. Prevent child access by 
always keeping guns locked away and unloaded when not 
in use. If you keep a loaded firearm where a child obtains 
and improperly uses it, you may be fined or sent to prison. 

A yellow triangle containing an exclamation mark shall appear 
immediately before the word "Warning" on the label. 

(b) Placement of warning label or notice.-If a firearm is sold or 
transferred without accompanying packaging, the waming label or notice 
shall be affixed to the firearm itself by a method to be prescribed by 
regulation of the Attorney General. 

(c) Display of waming statement.-The waming statement required 
under subsections (a) and (b) shall be displayed in its entirety on the 
principal display panel of the firearm's package and on any descriptive 
materials that accompany the firearm. 
Q 61 88. Nonconformity with standards. 

If at any time the Attorney General determines that a firearm, gun 
safe or firearm safety device subject to the provisions of this subchapter 
and sold two years following the effective date of this subchapter or 
thereafter does not conform with the standards required by 
section 6185(a) (relating to requirements for safety devices and 
warning labels) or 6186 (relating to minimum safety standards), the 
Attorney General may order the recall and replacement of the firearm, gun 
safe or firearm safety device or order that the firearm, gun safe or firearm 
safety device be brought into conformity with those requirements. If the 
firearm safety device cannot be separated from the firearm without 
damaging the firearm, the Attorney General may order the recall and 
replacement of the firearm. If the firearms and firearm safety device can 
be separated and reattached to the firearm without damaging the firearm, 

quality and construction to prevent children and unauthorized users 
from firing the firearm and to ensure that these devices cannot be " 

each firearm purchaser a fee not to exceed $I for each firearm purchased 
or transferred. The fee shall be for the purpose of supporting program 
costs related to providing for safe firearms and related registration 
activities, including the establishment, maintenance and upgrading of 
related data base systems and public rosters. 

Amend Sec. 3, page 7, line I, by sniking out "3" and insert~ng 
4 

5 6191. Safety funding. I The Office of Attomev General shall reauire each dealer to charee 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Cam. 

Mr. CARN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this amendment would create the fuearm 

consumer protection act. I am offering this amendment that would 
require the State Attorney General to  adopt consumer protection 
regulations for firearms and gun safety locks. 

In 1997, then Massachusetts Attomey General 
Scott Harshbarger instituted commonsense consumer protection 
regulations regarding the sale of  handguns in his State. The 
regulations contained three basic provisions. First, every handgun 
sold in Massachusetts had to  be accompanied with a consumer 
waming. The warning was required to contain written instructions 
urging the consumer to keep the weapon locked and stored in a 
secured place. 

Second, all handguns in Massachusetts were required to  meet 
minimum quality and safety standards. Approximately 30 common 
types of handguns and junk guns were barred from sale in 
Massachusetts for failing to win certification under these 
guidelines. 

Finally, all handguns sold in Massachusetts were required to  
have a built-in o r  a detachable child safety mechanism that at a 
minimum would effectively preclude a 5-year-old from operating 
the weapon. 

Consumer protection regulations make  sense. W e  currently 
regulate items such a s  toothpaste, cars, bicycles, luggage, and 
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dishwashers. To me it just makes common sense to have safety 
guidelines for products that one of the basic functions is to cause 
injury or death. 

The gun industry sued to block the implementation of these 
safety regulations hut eventually agreed to the passage of 
Massachusetts' child safety lock law. In addition, the 
Massachusetts Supreme Court recently upheld the State's right to 
regulate firearms. 

Other States have moved in this direction. California earlier this 
year provided its Attomey General with this authority. States such 
as South Carolina, Illinois, Hawaii, and Minnesota have imposed 
for many years safety testing on firearms before they are sold in 
their respective States. New York requires its State Police to 
regulate fuearms manufactured within its borders, while Maryland 
has a roster hoard that consists of various firearm experts who 
establish guidelines for weapons to he sold in their State. 

While being the State's top law enforcement officer, 
Pennsylvania's Attorney General also is authorized to investigate 
commercial and trade practices in the disbihution, financing, and 
furnishing of goods and services for the use by consumers. 
Additionally, the Attomey General is charged with advising the 
legislature on matters affecting consumer interests, includuig the 
development of policies and the proposal of programs to protect 
consumers. 

Under this amendment, law enforcement and antique guns are 
exempted. In addition, this legislation is fiscally responsible in that 
all costs associated with the development of this program will he 
paid by gun manufacturers, dealers, and users through reasonable 
fees. Fees on gun purchasers could not exceed $1 while the costs 
to manufacturers and certification laboratories would only cover 
the costs associated with the development of the consumer 
protection regulations. 

I would like to take a moment to address some of the concerns 
that have been raised about consumer protection regulations for 
f u e m .  On the question of preemption by Federal law, this is not 
an issue. Gun laws are traditionally the responsibility of the States, 
and several other States have already instituted these kinds of 
measures. 

Second, it is true that the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
is barred from regulating guns. However, the Federal Consumer 
Protection Safety Act does not contain express language that 
would preempt States or another entity from imposing safety 
regulations. 

The next issue is constitutionality. The commerce clause does 
not preclude States from requiring products to he safer. There 
would only be a problem if the regulations treated guns 
manufactured in other States differently than those in 
Pennsylvania. 

In addition, this amendment is not burdensome to gun 
manufachuers because other States already have safety regulations. 
Furthermore? the Attorney General will be developing the 
regulations, and I have confidence in his ability and his successor's 
ability to be fair with the business community. 

I look forward to working with the Attorney General and my 
colleagues in the General Assembly to make Pennsylvania a safer 
place as a result of this amendment and other measures being 
presented today. 

I ask for a "yes" vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, Mr. Gannon? 

The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, we already make the consumer jump through 

enough hoops when they want to legally and lawfully purchase a 
fuearm. We do not need any more pages to our Crimes Code or 
any more undue regulation with respect to the ownership and 
possession of fuearms, and I would ask for a "no" vote on this 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the gentleman 
from Philadelphia County, Mr. Evans. 

Mr. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, if people listened to the gentleman from 

Philadelphia very clearly, he is really only stating that we should 
build in consumer protection around the issue of tirearm safety. He 
also indicated very specifically that the Attorney General, who 
happens to he a Republican, would he the person who would be 
involved in this particular process. 

I said earlier that I did not think that this needed to he partisan 
and I do not think that it also needs to he partisan, but the fact is 
that I think that this is a very commonsense approach to dealing 
with the issue of guns and fue safety. So I would say to you, 
Mr. Speaker, that we should give the gentleman from the city of 
Philadelphia, Representative Cam, an opportunity and support his 
particular amendment because I think it is important that we have, 
as he has indicated with a number of other consumer products, the 
type of safety that is important with something that can be very 
dangerous to our children. 

So I would ask that we support the Cam amendment. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman frnm Philadelphia County, Mr. Thomas, on the 
amendment. 

Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in suppon of the Cam amendment. 
Now, the author of the amendment, along with other colleagues, 

has cited the underlying rationale to this amendment and why this 
amendment is necessaty. I would l i e  to complement that rationale 
by offering another rationale as to why this amendment should be 
supported, and the rationale I would offer is the one of education. 
By giving the Attorney General the authority to outline or provide 
some consumer regulations with respect to the use of handguns, we 
at the same time are empowering the Attorney General to provide 
some real education messages to families across Pennsylvania 
about the use of guns, and that education in and of itself is 
necessary. I think that it is something that we all can agree, 
whether we be Democrats or whether we be Republicans, that there 
are children all across Pennsylvania who have very little 
knowledge about the use and especially about the negative impact 
of guns on human life. 

And so to that end, one, we need the consumer regulations 
because we need to define the environment in which handguns 
would be used, but secondly, we need to empower the 
Attorney General to provide some educational messages while 
d e f h g  those regulations which are extremely important 
throughout Pennsylvania. If I had my way, I would direct the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education to require as a part of the 
curriculum in all our schools some antiviolence messages and 
some education messages about handguns, hut maybe we can deal 
with that at another time. 

So 1 am asking members from both sides of the aisle that if you 
support consumer safety regulations, vote "yes." If you support 
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young people and people needing to be educated about the impact 
of firearms used illegally, then vote "yes," and if you care about 
what is happening to children and to young people throughout 
Pennsylvania, vote "yes." So, Mr. Speaker, I urge members from 
both sides to vote "yes" on this amendment overwhelmingly. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Montgomery County, 
Mr. Godshall. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
What this amendment does is practically puts total control 

under the Anomey General for handguns sold in this State and 
including safety devices. He develops some kind of a laboratory 
certification process which shall be available within 1 year 
following the effective date of this suhchapter. The 
Attorney General may charge any laboratory that is seeking 
certification to test fuearms. The charge has to be whatever the 
cost of that certification is. 

It also says, on page 4, the firearm safety devices, and 
it goes, the fuearm safety devices, then the trigger locks. Then we 
talk about minimum safety standards, and it says, "The 
Attomey General shall commence development of regulations to 
implement a minimum safety standard for firearms, firearm safety 
devices and gun safes.. .," and then also it includes "additional 
provisions as appropriate," whatever that means. 

And fmlly, we get into that a firearm gun safe or fmarm 
safety device may be subject to recall - to recall - at the 
Attorney General's option. 

I think we are going far, far afield in this amendment. I would 
ask for a negative vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Habay. 

Mr. HABAY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, is there a fiscal note prepared for this amendment? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Habay, the Chair apologizes 

for the delay. 
Yes; there is a fiscal note available. 
Mr. HABAY. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Cam, for the second time. 
Will the gentleman suspend. 
Does the gentleman, Mr. Cawley, seek recognition on the 

amendment? Let us let him go fmt. We will try to save you for the 
end, Mr. Cam. 

Mr. Cawley, you are recognized. 
Mr. CAWLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to interrogate the maker of the 

amendment, please. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Cam, 

indicates he is willing to stand for interrogation. You are in order 
and may proceed. 

Mr. CAWLEY. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, I did not quite fmish the whole amendment, but is 

there something in this amendment that if a parent, the owner of 
the, say, rifle in a home, is negligent and leaves the home and there 
are only minors in the home and they do not have a safety device 
on this rifle, is there a fme against those parents or is there 
something that should be done if the parents are in violation of 
that? I have had a situation like that, exact situation happen in the 
area that I represent. 
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Mr. CARN. Mr. Speaker, there is no language in this 
amendment that addresses that. 

Mr. CAWLEY. Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Myers? The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. MYERS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, as I sat here today and listened to a lot of the talk 

around this amendment, the one thing that came to my mind is that 
in our society today, if a young person gets ahold of a weapon and 
discharges that weapon and kills someone, the fmt thing we want 
to do as a society is adjudicate them as an adult so they can be in 
jail for the rest of their life because of the nature of the crime. 

And what I am sitting here fhnking- I want to ask everybody 
in this chamber a question, and I would like for you to reach into 
your heart when you think about your answer. Would it not make 
more sense to lock up the guns than lock up the people? Would it 
not make more sense to lock up these guns with safety devices 
instead of us trying to find more efficient ways to lock up people 
because we left them unsafe? Now, if you answer that question 
thinking that we should not take a commonsense approach to have 
these weapons locked so when children get their hands on them, 
they cannot pull the trigger, it just to me makes more sense to be 
preactive and create a condition where they cannot pull the mgger 
instead of us pulling the trigger on them and certifying them as 
adults. 

I ask that you vote "yes" on the Cam amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman, Mr. Cam, for the second time on the amendment. 
Mr. CAW.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
You know, as I think of the many children who have been 

accidentally killed, maimed, when I think about those adults who 
purchased a gun that was improperly manufactured and it 
mistriggered and killed or maimed them, when I think about the 
thousands of guns that are produced daily in America, I just do not 
understand why we do not see the importance of h a r m  consumer 
protection. 

Clearly in this country and in this State we have passed laws to 
protect and to educate the consumer for products that could be 
damaging to their health and life. 

Now, here we have a product, the gun. The whole purpose of 
this product is to injure andor kill. Should we not have consumer 
protection, consumer education laws around this product? That is 
all we are asking today to do. Let us create regulations that will 
provide warnings to the consumers of Pennsylvania. Let us create 
regulations to assure that the guns that they purchase are safe. Let 
us create some standards in Pennsylvania so that lives can be 
saved, and that is what the fueann consumer protection act does. 
All it attempts to do is to educate and protect the consumer. 

I ask for a "yes" vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Y E A M 2  

Bebko-Jones 
Bn&oviv 

Evans Michlovic Stetler 
Fiakel Mundy SNrla 

B U X ~ O "  Freeman Myers Taylor, J. 
Capplbianca Horsey Oliver Thomas 
Cam James Preston Trich 
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Cawley 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Conrigan 
CWTY 
Donatucci 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Amsmng 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghaff 
Birmelin 

Josephs Ramos 
Keller Rieger 
Kirkland Robinson 
Lederer Roebuck 
Mandenno Rmney 
Melio 

Fairchild Major 
Fargo Man" 
Feese Markasek 
Fichter Marsico 
Fleagle Masland 
Flick Mayemik 
Farcier McCall 
Gannon McGeehan 
Geist McGill 
George Mcllhamn 
Gigliotti Mellhinney 
Gladeck McNaughton 
Godshall Metcalfe 
Gordner Micouie 

Vitali 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Youngbimd 

Sathei 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 

Blaum Gmcela Miller. R. Steelman 
Boyes Habay Miller, S. Steil 
Broune Haluska Nailor Stern 
Bunt Hanna Nickol Stevenson 
Caltagirone 
Casorio 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Colafella 
Cornell 
Cosra 
COY 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dem~sey 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 

Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Kaiser 
Kenney 
Krebs 
LaGmm 
Laughlin 
Leh 
Lescovitz 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lmch 

O'Brien 
Orie 
Peml 
Pesci 
Petnrca 
Petro~e 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Platts 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Robens 
Rohrer 
ROSS 
Rubley 
Rufting 
Sainato 
Samuelson 

Strimnanei 
Surra 
Tangeni 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Tigue 
Tavaglio 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Walko 
Worn" 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 

Eachus Maher Santoni Zug 
Egolf Maidand 

NOT VOTING2 

Bishop Stairs 

EXCUSE%5 

Gruitza Pistella Wilt Ryan. 
Lawless Soeaker 

Less than the majority having voted i n  the a f f m a t i v e ,  the 
question w a s  determined i n  the negative and the amendment was 
no t  agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Wil l  the House agree to the  bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. CARN offered the following amendment  No. A3714: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after "Statutes," 
providing for locking devices for firearms; 

Amend Bill, page 6 ,  by inserting after line 30 
Section 3. Title 18 is amended bv addine a section to read: - 

3 6142 Lockme dev~ce ior firearms 
(a ,  Offen,c defined -It shall be unlauiul fur anv licensee lo sell, -- 

deliver or transfer any firearm to anv oenon other than another licensee 
unless the transferee is orovided with a lockine device for that firearm. 

(b) Exceotions.-The followine firearms are not subiect to the 
provisions of this section: 

(1) Firearms for transfer to or oossession bv any 
law enforcement officer emolo\ed bv an\ Federal. State or 
local eotcrnmenl cnt ln  or rail nolice emolovcd and cenified b\ a 
rail carrier as a police officer. 

(2 )  Firearmr for transfer lo anv person of 3 firearm whlch 
~ua l l f i e i  as an ant1al.e firearm under sectton 61 18 trclanne ro 
antiaue firearmsl, 

131 F~rearms for transfer to anv oerson of a firearm for 
ivhlch a iafrw dcvlce IS tem~orarilv unavailable pro\,lded that the 
l ~ c n t e d  manufacturr.r. licenrcd im~urter or l~censed dealer dclwerj 
to the transferee wrthin 14 calendar davs from the date of the 
dehvew of the firearm to the transferee a safetv devtce for the 
c nrearm. 
(c) Penalties.-Failure to comolv with the ~rovis ions  of this section 

mav result in: 
(1) Susoension or revocation of anv license issued to a 

licensee. 
(2) A civil oenaltv for anv licensee in an amount eaual to 

but not more than $10.000. 
(d) Civil immunitv.-A wrson who has lawful possession and 

control of a firearm and who uses a safetv device with the firearm shall be 
entitled to immunitv from civil liabilitv for damaees resulting from the 
criminal or unlawful misuse of the firearm bv a third oartv if: 

(1) the firearm was accessed bv another oerson who did not 
have the oermission or authorization of the person having lawful 
possession and control o f  the firearm to have access to it: and 

(2) at the time access was gained bv the oenon not so 
authorized. the firearm had been made inowrable bv use of a safety 
device. 
(e) Definitions.-As used in this section. the followine, words and 

phrases shall have the meanings eiven to them in this subsection: 
"Licensee." Anv licensed manufacturer, importer o r  dealer of 

firearms. ~~~~~~~- - 
"Locking device." A device that. if installed on a firearm and 

sec~rcd  h\ means of a ke! or a mechan~call,, clcctron~calls or 
clectrumechan~call\ operated comb~natlon lock, prevent< the firearm hom 
beine dischareed without first deactivating or removine the device or a 
lock~ne mechan~sm incomor~ted Into the d c s w  of a firearm that oresenb 
diacharcc oi the  firearm bv an) ncrson who does not h3\e  access lo the 
kev or other device desiened to unlock the mechanism. 

Amend Sec. 3, page 7, line I, by striking out "3" and inserting 
4 

O n  the question, 
Will the House agree t o  the  amendment? 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Cam,  before I recognize yoy 
I have been remiss for some time in no t  recognizing a couple of 
guest pages  w h o  are  sewing with us today. Phillip, Christopher, 
and Matthew W a m e  a r e  here  as guests of Representative 
Stan Saylor o f  York County, and their parents are in the balcony 
- Sandra and Christopher Wame.  Would  they al l  please rise. 
Welcome to  the hall of the House. 
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CONSIDERATION OF SB 167 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Now, Mr. C a m  on the 
amendment, the Chair recognizes you. 

Mr. CARN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Not long ago we voted and passed the Gannon amendment 

which would require trigger locks on handguns. This amendment 
is a trigger lock amendment also, but this language mirrors the 
trigger lock amendment that was passed in May by the 
United States Senate by a vote of 78 to 20. Mr. Speaker. this 
language was supported by gun safety advocates as well as 
strong gun rights supporters such as Trent Lott, the Senate 
majority leader; Orrin Hatch, the Senate Judiciary chairman; 
John McCain, prominent conservative; and Strom Thunnond, the 
most senior Senator. Senators from gun States such as Louisiana, 
North Carolina, Texas, and Georgia voted in favor of this trigger 
lock amendment. In addition, Pennsylvania's two U.S. Senators 
also supported the measure. 

Mr. Speaker, the Federal trigger lock legislation, which is 
similar to my amendment, received ove~ihelming bipartisan 
support because it is reasonable and fair. The language in my 
amendment was supported by the National Rifle Association and 
Handgun Control, Inc. 

My amendment contains exemptions for law enforcement and 
antique fuearms, sometlung that the legislation we passed does not 
do. 

This measure also gives gun dealers 14 days to provide a safety 
device to a consumer if the dealer is out of safety locks for some 
reason. In the amendment, in the Gannon amendment that we 
passed, if the dealer does not have safety locks, he is not able to 
sell the gun but under this amendment, he can still sell the gun but 
he has 14 days under this amendment to provide that safety lock. 

In addition, my amendment protects responsible gun owners 
because it provides c~vil  immunity for individuals who properly 
utilize safety locks and safely store their weapons. 

Mr. Speaker, in the language contained in my amendment, if it 
is good enough for Strom Thurmond and Orrin Hatch, Trent Lon 
and John ~ c ~ a i n .  then this lanyage should be good enough for 
the Pennsylvania General Assembly. 

In June the United States House passed this exact language 
313 to 115. Eighty-five percent of the Pennsylvania congressional 
delegation voted in favor of this language. Of the widespread 
support for this tngger lock language, the United States House 
Republican whip. Tom DcLay, who is no gun control advocate, 
said that you cannot iporc a measure that garners over 300 votes. 

Today it is my hope that thc House sees the wisdom of this 
proposal and adopts this amendment to improve on the Gannon 
amendment. I ask for a 'yes" vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman, Mr. Gannoq 
seek recognition on the amendment? The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, although I have some problems 
with some sections of this amendment, particularly with the 
immunity, the absolute immunity that it provides, this amendment 
does have some good points to it, and I would urge a "yes" vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition on the amendment? 

On the question retuning. 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermady 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Eachus 
Egoif 
Fairchild 

Hutchinsan 
Jadlowiec 
Krebs 
LaGrona 
Leh 
Lescavin 
Levdanrky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 

Plans 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Robens 
Rohrer 
Ross 
Rubley 
Ruffing 
Sainato 
Sather 

NOVEMBER 9 
-- 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Banista 
Bebka-Jones 
Bishop 
Boyes 
Browne 
Butkovia 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Cawley 
Civera 
Cahen. 1. I. 
Cohen, M. 
comgan 
Costa 
curry 

Alien 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Blaum 
Bunt 
Casorio 
Chadwick 
Clark 
Clymer 
Colafella 
Comell 
COY 

Donameti 
Druce 
Evans 
Flick 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Gladeck 
Horsey 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Laughlin 
Ledenr 
Mandenno 

YEAS70 

Mann 
McGeehan 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micozzie 
Mundy 
Myen 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Peml 
Ramos 
Reinard 
Rieger 

. Robinson 
Roebuck 
Roaney 
Samuelson 

Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Foxier 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennesse) 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 

Major 
Markosek 
MarSico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Metcalfe 
Miller. R. 
Miller, S. 
Nailor 
Nickol 
Orie 
P e r i  
Pemca 
Pewone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 

Santoni 
Steil 
Stetler 
SNrla 
Tangetti 
Taylar, 1. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Trello 
T"ch 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
WOga" 
Youngblood 

Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
krimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Steelman 
stem 
Stevenson 
Suitmatter 
S m  
Taylor, E. 2. 
Travaglio 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTING2 

Preston Stairs 

Gruiaa Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Sixaker 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
not agreed to. 
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NOT VOTING0 

Gruitra Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

The majority having voted in the a f f i t i v e ,  the question was 
determined in the affumative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on thiud consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. MAYERNIK offered the following amendment No. 
A3809: 

Amend Title, page I ,  line 3, by inserting after "stalking," 
for grading of theft offenses, 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 13, by inserting after "(0," 
3903(a) and (a. I), 

Amend Sec. 2, page 3, by inserting between lines 9 and 10 
5 3903. Grading of theft offenses. 

(a) Felony of the second degree.-Theft constitutes a felony of the 
second degree if [the]; 

(JTJjg offense is cornmined during a manmade disaster, 
a natural disaster or a war-caused disaster and constitutes a 
violation of section 3921 (relating to theft by unlawful taking 
or d~sposition), 3925 (relating to receiving stolen property), 
3928 (relating to unauthorized use of automobiles and other 
vehicles) or 3929 (relating to retail theft). 

(21 The oroven3 stolen is a firearm. 
(3) In the case of theft bv receivine stolen orooertv. the 

grooerw received. retained or disoosed of is a firearm and the 
recelver is in the business of buvine or selling stolen orooem. 
(a.1) Felony of the third degree.-Except as provided in 

subsection (a), theft constitutes a felony of the third degree if the amount 
involved exceeds $2,000, or if the property stolen is [a firearm,] an 
automobile, ailplane, motorcycle, motorboat or other motor-propelled 
vehicle. or in the case of theft by receiving stolen propeny, if the receiver 
is in the busmess of buying or selling stolen property. 

* * *  

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recogruzes the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Mayernik. 

Mr. MAYERNIK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would, by this amendmenf increase the grading of the offense 

from a tturd-degree felony to a second-degree felony for 
possession of a stolen fueann or theft by receiving stolen property 
if the property received, retained, or disposed of is a fuearm and 
the receiver is in the business of buying and selling stolen property. 

When drafting this amendment, I took a look to see if I could 
find some statistics of how many stolen firearms we have in this 
Commonwealth, and I looked at the Pennsylvania State Police 
Uniform Crime Report and found that they do not keep specific 
statistics on the number of stolen fueaearms, but in 1997 over 
2 million dollars' worth of guns were stolen and only 14.6 percent 
were returned to the lawful owners. I submit to you that is 

$1.7 million in stolen fuearms that have been unrecovered, and 
that is property of law-abiding citizens in this Commonwealth. 

The other research I was able to find is more of a national 
research, and that is the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative, 
and that was by the ATF - Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms - and 
the general findings were based on tracking information. In 
67 cities of a ~ooulation of 2250,000 or more throughout this 
country, they traced 72,260 fmar&, and they found that crime 
guns recovered from juveniles ages 17 and under account for 
11.3 percent of the crime guns, and a crime gun is defined as any 
fuearm that is illegally possessed or used in a crime or suspected 
to have been used in a crime. The number of crime guns increased 
from 300 for juveniles under age 14 to about 1,300 for individuals 
age 17. Crime guns were recovered more frequently from 
individuals age 16 and 17 than for individuals any age older than 
26, and crime guns recovered from youth - that is age 18 to 24 - 
constituted 32.4 percent of all the trace requests. There are more 
crime guns recovered from this 7-year age group than any other 
7-year age group in the juvenile or adult categories. And also, 
crime guns recovered from adults constituted 56.3 percent of all 
the traces required, and the statistics really boil down, 
Mr. Speaker, that 8.1 percent of every 10 crimes with handguns 
were traced to stolen fuearms. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, in 1996 law-abiding citizens of this 
Commonwealth, your constituents and my constituents, suffered a 
$1.7-million financial loss due to stolen fuearms. It was not only 
a financial loss hut also a potential risk from the criminals, the 
criminals possessing stolen fmanns of law-abiding citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit to you that it is time that this House of 
Representatives put forth a record and send a message to the 
crimiils that we can no longer steal guns from law-abiding 
citizens or possess stolen guns, and I would ask for an affumative 
vote on this measure. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendmen< Mr. Gannon. 
Mr. GANNON. Thank you. Mr. Speaker. 
I believe this is a good amendment, and I am asking for a "yes" 

vote. 

On the question recurring 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

1 The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Arffall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B-T 
Bastian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Browe 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Foxier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gamon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Gadshall 
Gordner 
Gmcela 

Manderino 
Mann 
Mark0rek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGili 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundv 

Sather 
Saylor 
khrader 
khu le r  
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
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Bunt 
ButkoviQ 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen. M. 
Colafella 
Cornell 
Comgan 
costa 
COY 
cuny 
Dailey 
Daley 
Daily 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermady 
DeWeese 
DiGiralamo 
DonaNcci 
h c e  
Eachus 

Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hem-y 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krehs 
LaGrom 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovia 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 

Myen 
Nailar 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Orie 
Penel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Peuone 
Phillips 
P~WY 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Roa 
Rubley 
Ruffing 
Sainato 
Samuelson 
Santoni 

Stevensan 
Suimnaner 
SNrla 
Sut~a 
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. Z 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travagiio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
w o w  
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
2% 

NOT V O T I N G 4  

Gruiea Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

T h e  majority having voted in  the affumative, the question was 
determined in the affumative and the amendment was agreed to. 

O n  the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. FRANKEL offered the following amendment No. A3829: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 5, by striking out "and" 
Amend Title, page 1, line 6, by removing the period after "address" 

and inserting 
; further providing for possession of firearm by minor; providing for a 
limit on handgun purchases and sales and for unlawful transfers of 
firearms; creating the Violence Prevention Fund; providing for locking 
devices for firearms; and further providing for the Firearms Background 
Check Advisory Committee and for the sale or lease of weapons and 
explosives. 

Amend Bill, page 7, line 1, by smking out all of said line and 
inserting 

Section 3. Section 6110.1 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read: 
5 61 10. I. Possession of firearm by minor. 

(a) Firearm.-Except as provided in subsection (b), a person under 
[I 81 years of age shall not possess or transport a firearm anywhere in 
this Commonwealth. 

(b) Exception.-Subsection (a) shall not apply to a person under 
[IS] 21 years of age: 

( I )  who is under the supewision of a parent, grandparent, 
legal guardian or an adult acting with the expressed consent of the 
minor's custodial parent or legal guardian and the minor is engaged 
in lawful activity, including safety training, lawful target shooting, 
engaging in an organized competition involving the use of a firearm 
or the firearm is unloaded and the minor is transporting it for a 
lawful purpose; or 

(2) who is lawfully hunting or trapping in accordance with 
34 Pa.C.S. (relating to game). 
(c) Responsibility of adult.-Any person who knowingly and 

intentionally delivers or provides to the minor a firearm in violation of 
subsection (a) commits a felony of the third degree. 

(d) Forfeiture.-Any firearm in the possession of a person under 
[I 81 21 years of age in violation of this section shall be promptly seized 
by the arresting law enforcement officer and upon conviction or 
adjudication of delinquency shall tie forfeited or, if stolen, returned to the 
lawful owner. 

Section 4. Title 18 is amended by adding sections to read: 
4 61 1 1.6. Limit on handmn vurchases. 

(a) Purchase of handgun.-No person may ourchase more than 
one handgun in this Commonwealth within anv 30-day oeriod. 

Lb) Sale of handgun.-No verson may sell or cause to be sold to a 
person in this Commonwealth more than one handmrn within any 30-day 
& 

(c) Exceotions.-This section shall not avvlv to ourchases by or 
sales to the following: 

(1) A licensed firearm dealer. 
(2) A licensed firearm collector. 
(3) A law enforcement aeencv or an aeency authorized to 

perform law enforcement duties. 
(4) State and local correctional facilities. 
(5) A orivate security comvanv licensed to do business 

within this Commonwealth. 
(6) A vurchaser or seller of antique firearms. 
171 A oerson whose handeun is stolen or irremevabl~ lost 

i t  - 
lil the verson orovides the seller with a c o w  of the 

official oolice revort of the lost or stolen handeun. or a 
summary thereof on a form orovided by the Pennsylvania 
State Police: 

fii1 the official oolice revort or summaw thereof 
conlalns the name and address of the handmn ouner. the 
descnot~on of the handeun, the locat~on of the loss or theft, 
the ddte of the loss or theft and the date the 10,s or rhcfi 
u3s reoortcd to the lau enforcement aeencv, and 

L L I I I  the date of the loss or theft as rcflcctcd on the -- 

ofticla1 vol~ce reDort or summary thereof occurred wlthln 
3d da,s of the ~er \un ' ,  dnemot to replace the hand~un 

The seller shall attach d con\ of the ufficlal ool~ce repon or 
\ummdn lhereot lo the orlelndl \ale< recelot or other docunient 
evidencine the orieinal sale and retain it for the veriod orescribed 
bv the Penns!l\3nld Stdtc Police 
id, Pcndlw -A oerson \rho \ lolater subsection taI or c h ~ .  

(1) For a first offense. commits a summaw offense and 
,hall. uvun contlct!on be sentenced to nay a fine o i  S3OO Der 
h3ndeun ourch~x-d in \ 101a1~0n oflhls Setllon 

(2) For a second offense. commits a summaw offense and 
shall. uvon conviction. be sentenced to oav a fine of $1.000 oer 
handmn purchased in violation of this section or to imvrisonment 
for not more than 90 days, or both. 

(3) For a third or subsequent offense, commits a felony of 
the third demee. 
(e) Disvosition of fines collected.-The court imoosine and 

collectine, a fine under subsection (dl shall transfer the fines thus collected 
to the State Treasurer for devosit in the Violence Prevention Fund under 
subsection (0. 
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If) Violence Prevention Fund.-There is herebv created in the I delivers to the transferee within 14 calendar davs from the date of 
General Fund a nonlavsing restricted receivt account to be known as the the deliverv of the firearm to the eansferee a safetv device for the 

but not limited to, vouth education and activities desiened to vrevent 

Violence Prevention Fund. Monevs in the fund are herebv avvropr~ated 
to the Pcnnsvlvanis Comm~ss~on on Cnmc and Del~nauenc\ solel\ for 
purposes of \.~olence preventnun and vouth \ ~olence prc\,entlon. ~ncludlns. 

\iulencz and manrs to lau enforcemcnr aecncles fur caulnmcnr and 
tra~nine dcstened to oretent eun-related lntunei 

firearm. 
K I  Penalties -F~~lure  lo comol\ with the vro\isions of l h ~ s  wcrion 

ma! result in 

- - 

(g) Notice.-A seller shall notlfv each vrosvective purchaser that the 

(1) Susvension or revocation of anv license issued to a 
licensee. 

(2) A civil ~ena l tv  for anv licensee in an amount equal to 
but not more than $10.000. 

prescribed bv this section. a seller of a handcun shall request the I criminal or unlawful misuse of the firearm bv a third Dam if: 

purchase of more than one handmrn in a 30-da! venud 1s orohibitcd under 
this section and of the aovl~cable nenalrles. 

ihr Hmdeun purchase hlston check.-In addltton 8u an) orher dun 

Pennsvlvania State Police to conduct a handgun purch3sc hlstorv check I J rhe fircarm waq accessed bv another person wirhout the 
to invealuate uhcther rhe ~rosvecti\c handcun purchaser is in I pcrm~ss~un or authoriahon of the oerson ha\,~nc lawful possession 

id)  Clvll t m m u n ~ ~ . - A  verson u,ho has lauful ~ossesslon and 
control uf a firearm and who user a safew dc\,~cc wlth the fircam shall b~ 
entitlcd to lmmunlh from civil I~abll~ty for damaees resulting from the 

comvliance with this section. A handgun ~urchase historv check shall be 
conducted in accordance wth the ~roccdures gu\crnlng other backmund 
checks under t h ~ s  subcha~lcr A handcun purchase h~stow shall be - -  

conducted at the same time anv criminal histirv, iuvenile delinquencv or 
mental health records check is reauired for a firearm vurchase under this 
subchavter lnformal~on related to 3 handmn ~urchase prov~ded to the 
Pennsvlvania State Pul~ce b\ a seller mav be reralned bv the Pcnnsvlianta - ~- 
State Police as necessarv to monitor com~liance with this sectron. 

( 1 ,  De~intt~on\-As used in thls ,cctlon, thc fulloulnr aord, and 
phrases shall haie the mcdnlnes enen  10 then1 in lhtr subscct~on 

"~andeun." Either of the follow in^ 
(1) A firearm which has a short stock and is desimed to be 

held and fired bv the use of a sinele hand. 
(2) Anv combination of Darts from which a firearm 

described under varacravh i l l  can be assembled. 
"F'urcha.e." The term docs not tncludc the cxchanee or replacmient 

of a handeun b) 3 scllcr for a handcun purchased horn the seller bs thc 
~~ - 

same venon seeking the exchanee or re~lacement within the 30-day 
period immediatelv vrecedine the date of exchanee or replacement. 
6 61 15.1. Makine straw vurchases. 

(a) Offense defined.-No verson. other than a licensed dealer. 
licensed manufacturer or licensed imvorter, mav vurchase a firearm 
knowinp or intendine that it will thereafter be transferred to another 
individual. 

{bi Presum~tion.-In the absence of anv revon bv the purchaser to 
law enforcement authorities that the firearm has been stolen and in the 
absence of anv record of lawful sale of the firearm. oossession of a 
firearm. on or after the date of its vurchase. bv a nerson other than the 
purchaser of the fircann el\cs nse lo a rchunablc nresumption tha! rhe 
purchaser. 31 the nme of nurchasc. Lneu or ~ntendzd that the fire3rm 
would thereafter be transferred to another wrson. 

~ - 

and control of the firearm; ind 
(2) at the time access was gained bv the unauthorized 

person. the firearm had been made inoverable bv use of a safety 
device. 
(e) Definitions.-As used in this section. the following words and 

phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection: 
"Licensee." Anv licensed manufacturer. imwrter or dealer of 

"Lockine device." A device that. if installed on a firearm and 
sccur~d bv mean5 of 3 kcs or a mcchanicallv. electron~callv or 
electromechdnicall\ ovr~ated combinst~on lock. Drevcnts the firearm from 
beine dischareed without first deactivatine or removine the device or a 
locklnr? mechan~sm lncomdratcd Into the d e s m  of a firearm that vrcvents 
dtscharec of thc firearm b\ any vcrPon who does nur have access to the 
key or other device desiened to unlock the mechanism. 

Section 5. Sections 6126(b)and 6302 of Title 18 are amended to 
read: 
5 6126. Firearms Background Check Advisory Committee. 

* * * 
(b) Duties.-To facilitate compliance with this chapter and the intent 

thereof, the Firearms Background Check Advisoly Committee shall, as 
follows: 

(I) Review the operations and procedures of the 
Pennsylvania State Police relating to the implementation and 
adminiseation of the criminal history, juvenile delinquency [and], 
mental health records and handgun purchase history background 
checks. 

(2) Advise the Pennsylvania State Police relating to the 
development and maintenance of the instantaneous records check 
system. 

(3) Provide annual reports to the Govemor and the General 

~p 

gift to another individual. 
(dl Penalties.-A verson that violates subsection (a) commits a 

felonv of the third decree. 

LC Defense-11 is a deicnsc 15nl rhc deiendsnt ~urchased the 
firearm know~nr or intendlnt rhat 11 uould be transferred 3s a bona fide 

6 6125 1 Locklna de$Ice for fire~rm, 
131 General rule -11 shall be unlaaful lor dn\ llcqnsee to sell. 

deltver or nan-fer any fiream to an\ ocr3on olhcr ihxn another l~c:n>ec 

I Asscmbl! on the adv~sor) comminee's findlngs and 
rccommendar~ons. including d~scuss~ons concernlne conformance 

unless the transferee is orovided with or vurchases a lockine device for 
that firearm. 

1bi Excevtions.-The followine firearms are not subject to the 
provisions of this section: 

( I l  Firearms for transfer to or ~ossession bv anv law 
enforcement officer emoloved bv anv Federal, State or local 
government entiw or rail volice emoloved and certified b v T a i l  
carrier as a ~ o l i c e  officer whether on or off duty. 

12) Firearms for transfer to anv verson if the firearm 
aualifies as an antique firearm under section 61 18 (relating to 
antioue firearmsl, 

(3) Firearms for transfer to anv person for which a safety 
device is temporarilv unavailable. orovided that the licensee 

with the preamble of the-act of June 13, 1995-(1st Sp.Sess., 
P.L.1024, No.17), entitled, ".An act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and 
Offenses) and 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the 
possession of firearms; establishing a selected Statewide juvenile 
offender registry; and making an appropriation." 
* I *  

$6302. Sale or lease of weapons and explosives. 
(a) Offense defined.-A person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 

first degree if he sells or causes to be sold or leases to any person under 
[I81 Z1 years of age any deadly weapon, camidge, gunpowder, or other 
similar dangerous explosive substance. 

(b) Exception.-The provisions of subsection (a) shall not prohibit 
hunting by minors under [I 81 years of age permitted under Title 34 
(relating to game). 

Section 6. The provisions of this act are severable. If any provision 
of this act or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, 
the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this act 
which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application. 
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Section 7. All acts and parts of acts are repealed insofar as they are 
inconsistent with this act. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect in 60 days. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER Pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Frankel. 

Mr. FRANKEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
1 rise to offer amendment 3829 today in the spirit that earlier 

today we ~assed, and I think historically, Representative Chnon's 
amendment, which I believe was a significant fust step to dealing 
with the issues of gun safety in this Commonwealth. 

My amendment today would provide three specific h g s ,  
dealing with three different issues with respect to gun safety. 0% 
trigger locks, mandatory trigger locks. The second issue dealswith 
straw purchase transactions and eliminating and controlling 
straw purchase transactions. 

The State of Pennsylvania currently treats a straw purchaser 
with kid gloves -a misdemeanor transaction - and the reason that 
t h ~ s  is important is because this is the way that guns currently fall 
into the hands of convicted felons and juveniles and gun 
traffickers. The Brady law was most effective in eliminating the 
ability of felons going into gun stores to purchase weapons. Today 
that transaction takes place through the Straw purchaser. That is a 
person who can legally go into a gun store and obtain a weapon, 
~urchase, and then resells it howingly to somebody who could not 
legally ~urchase it. My mmdment would raise this penalty from 
a misdemeanor to a felony. 

In addition, the other aspect of straw purchase @amactions that 
needs to be addressed. aside from creating a meanin&l deterrent 
in the form of a penalty to the sfraw purchaser, is to eliminate the 
profit motive for that straw purchaser, and the only way to do that 
is to limit the number of weapons available to him, and that is why 
this amendment contalns a One-gun-a-month provision. BY limiting 
P purchases to One fun a and creating a significant 
deterrent, we take away any w e  of real motive for straw purchase 
mnsactions to take place. and we will do something 
extraordimarily mearunfful to elminate guns in the hands of felons, 
juveniles, and gun trafficker; In this Commonwealth. 

So with that, I hope that that 1s something that everybody here 
can support. It is rcasonablc. It may cause some minor 
inconvenience for the f e ~  people in this Commonwealth who need 
to buy more than 12 weapons a year, but there are exemptions in 
this provision for ant~quc firearms and some other things. 

The final part to this arncndment deals with increasing the age 
that People are allowed to obmn and Possess f E e m  from the age 
of 18 to 21, again I think something that sounds to me and many 
others throughout this State - certainly polling seems to indicate 
that this is reasonable - that the people in the Gmmonwealth 
would support - increasing the age limit from 18 to 21 for the 
possession of a firearm; very difficult to argue with. We are still 
going to allow children, teenagers, under the age of 21 under the 
supervision of a parent or a grandparent to go hunt. We are not 
going to eliminate that ability. We are just not going to allow 
IS-, 19-, and 20-year-olds to possess a fuearm, particularly a 
handgun, becallse this is an age group that has been particularly 
vulnerable to crime, murder, throughout the streets of our cities 
and our communities. 
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So I think that these three aspects I hope we can all agree on as 
reasonable. I hope they are reasonable extensions of what we have 
already done here today and an amendment that everybody in this 
Assembly can support. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, Mr. Gannon. 
Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this amendment rips out the heart of the 

Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and the 
amendment of this Commonwealth that says the right of a citizen 
to keep and bear arms shall not be questioned. This has a registry. 
It has got the one.gun.a-month. criminalizes what is legal 
conduct today. ~t does absolutely nothing to the criminals out there 
that are shooting people as we speak. It does absolutely nothing to 
them, but it takes law-abiding citizens and then tums them into 
felons. We have 18-year-olds; they go down to the recruiting 
,tation and join the dy. m a t  do they do? They give them a 
weapon and teach them how to shoot it. Here we are saying, no, in 
this commonwealth to own a handgun or to own a weapon you 
have to be 21 years of age or you are going to be a delinquent and 
they are going to confiscate the weapon. That borders on absurd 
and ~diculous, 

w, speaker, this is a bad amendment, and I ask for a cho,2 vote. 
The sPEAKER pro tempore, on the amendment, the chair 

,comes the from ~~~~h~~~~~ county, M ~ .  R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
~ r ,  ROONEY,  hank you, ~ r .  speaker, 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the Fr;lnkel amendment in that it 

would do four very specific things that the overwhelming majority 
of Pennsylvanians would like to see us do. It deals with the issue 
of straw purchases; it addresses the issue of one-gun-a-month, 
which obviously are linked. The issues of straw purchases and 
one-gun-a-month are very much linked. 1' raises the age 
requirement to possess a handgun in this state from 18 to 21, and 
it also, as we have dealt with earlier, addresses the issue of trigger 
locks. 

speaker, the vast majority of people in pennsylvania feel 
that it is time to enact reasonable, rational gun safety measures that 
have proven to save lives in the States that have been thoughtful 
enough to enact them into law. What the gentle- Mr. Frankel, 
is anempting to do is make Pennsylvania safer by addressing some 
issues that very much to be 

Now, while I understand that some folks who do not come from 
urban or suburban areas may have a hard time understanding what 
the issue is with straw purchases, for example, but when you 
consider the fact that an individual in this state may go and buy an 
unlimited of fiearms, take them to any street comer in 
Bethlehem or Philadelphia or Altoona or Pittsburgh, and sell them 
out trunk of his or her car, that poses a real to the 
public safety of all the people that we represent. 

So, m. speaker, I would ask for an vote of the 
~ ~ * ~ l  amendment. is very ,-lea, based every swey of 
pemylvania voters that has been conducted in the last 18 months, 
that these are issues that Pemylvanians care deeply about, and 
this is our opportunity to pass them into law, 

I ,ge you to the ~ ~ ~ * ~ l  amendment, 
The sPEAKE~ pro tempore, on the amendment, the 

chair recognizes the gentleman from ~~~t~~~~~ County, 
~ r .  ~ ~ d ~ b ~ l l ,  

GODS-L, ~ h ~ ~ k  you, M~. speaker. 
AS I read ks amendment, actually it makes it illegal to sell any 

gun - that is long gun, handgun - to anyone under 2 1 years of age. 
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Presently, it is 18 except for handguns. Also, the fact that the 
straw-buyer penalties are weak insofar as the Uniform Firearms 
Act of today, it just plain is not so. But the Uniform Firearms Act 
does address straw buyers. The fact of the matter is, it is the courts 
that do not enforce the laws that are on the books. 

The penalties that are in existing law today say, "Any person, 
licensed dealer, licensed manufacturer or licensed importer who 
lolowingly or intentionally sells, delivers or transfers a fuearm 
under circumstances intended to provide a firearm to any person, 
purchaser or transferee who is unqualified" - that means underage 
- "or ineligible to control, possess or use a fuearm under this 
chapter commits a felony of the third degree.. .." Then it also goes 
on to say, "Notwithstanding section 306 ... or any other statute to 
the contrary, any person, licensed importer, licensed dealer or 
licensed manufacturer who knowingly and intentionally sells, 
delivers or transfers a fuearm in violation of this chapter who has 
reason to believe that the firearm is intended to be used in the 
commission of a crime or attempt to commit a crime shall be 
criminally liable for such crime or attempted crime." It further 
states, "Notwithstanding any act or statute to the contrary, any 
person, licensed importer, licensed manufacturer or licensed dealer 
who knowingly and intentionally sells or delivers a firearm in 
violation of this chapter who has reason to believe that the fmarm 
is intended to be used in the commission of a crime or attempt to 
commit a crime shall be liable in the amount of the civil judgment 
for injuries suffered by any person so injured by such crime or 
attempted crime." "A second or subsequent violation of this 
section shall be a felony of the second degree.. ." and so forth and 
SO on. 

You know, we have the penalties; the penalties are there, and 
just recently in my own county of Montgomery, there was a 
straw purchase made. A man purchased 10 handguns over a period 
of time, then sold them to a juvenile, who sold them to others. He 
was liable for someplace between 20 and 30 years in prison. He 
got a $2,000 fine and probation. We pass the laws. We have the 
laws; they are tough laws. We do not need any more laws, but we 
do need some judges who are going to enforce the law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Michlovic. 

Mr. MICHLOVIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I wanted to address very briefly the issue of the 

military. We had a little ceremony here earlier today, and we 
introduced all the members that were veterans in thls hall. And 
those of us that are veterans all know that in the military, there is 
no need for a trigger lock device, because once you are done using 
that weapon, that weapon is confiscated and placed in the armory. 
There are no guns lying around for 17-, 18-, 19-, 20-year-olds, 
25-year-olds, or 35-year-olds to be playing around with. If we had 
a system that was as overriding and as thorough as the military, we 
would not even be discussing these issues. We would not see mime 
rates and we would not see accidental rates across this 
Commonwealth and this country that we see without that kind of 
restriction. So let us not use that as some sort of example of how 
18- and 19-year-olds can be so accountable and so safe in their 
conduct with these weapons. That safety is required by the process 
the military uses. And all of us who are veterans probably in our 
training are aware of an incident or an accident that occurred 
where a bullet came flying down the line because some bozo up 
the line did not follow instructions, and we understand how 
dangerous that can be. 

Let us not talk about and compare what we are dealing with on 
these issues with domestic weapons and their safeguarding and 
their trigger locks and the processes that we are using in our 
society and in our home with the military. It is a far different 
situation, and all of us that were in the military know and 
understand it and respect it. What we are asking, what the 
gentleman is asking in this amendment is some modicum of 
standards that would allow us to have a safer place in our home as 
well as when people are in the military. 

I support the Frankel amendment, and I ask my colleagues to do 
the same. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Evans. 

Mr. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The gentleman, Mr. Speaker, who is chairman of the House 

Judiciary Committee made a statement that this would gut the 
Second Amendment. The gentleman also knows, Mr. Speaker, that 
even though we have the freedom of speech, we cannot go into a 
movie theater and scream or holler "fue." We as a General 
Assembly as well as the United States Congress have the ability, 
have the ability to set certain limits. So when the gentleman said it 
was going to gut the Second Amendment, I do not see anything in 
this particular amendment that would gut the Second Amendment. 
If the gentleman is refening to Representative Frankel's proposal 
about l i i t ing  the sale to one handgun a month, that basically says 
that you just, in a 30-day period, you can buy one handgun, you 
can get 12 for the year, but that does not prevent anyone in your 
family from purchasing a handgun - your coush your enemy, or 
anyone else. The only thing Mr. Frankel is saying, Mr. Speaker, 1 is one person in a 30-day period, no more different than 

I North Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina, and a number of other 
States. So in a period of time, not a rifle, not a shotgun, not a long 
gun, but a handgun. 

So I do not h o w  how it would gut the Second Amendment, 
because it does not say you cannot ever buy a handgun; it just says 

' in a 30-day period, you can just purchase one. But that does not 
mean that if your husband can purchase one, your wife cannot 
purchase one. So it is clear to me that that does not prevent 
anybody from, obviously, ever purchasing a handgun. So I thii 

: we should be clear about that when the gentleman says, I just 
thought he was exaggerating a little bit when he said, it guts the 
Second Amendment. 

The second aspect of this, Mr. Speaker, is when the gentleman 
talks about straw purchasing. That is a real serious problem. And 
the other gentleman from Montgomery County is correct. There 
are laws on the books. There is absolutely no debate about that. 
And there is an issue if there is better enforcement that just maybe, 
just maybe we could do something about this problem. But 
even with the enforcement, in my opinion, Mr. Speaker, the 
one-gun-a-month basically does a better job of attempting, of 
attempting to do something about the straw purchasing. No, 
nothing is absolute, but the limiting to at least one gun a month 
attempts to resolve it in some way. So I agree with the gentleman, 
yes, we must have better enforcement; yes, the judges must do a 1 better job; but we also can help the judges by limiting the sales to 
one gim a month. 

The gentleman also talks about raising the age, and obviously 
by raising the age around handguns to someone who is 21 years of 
age, that just basically, you know, you are looking at the maturity 
issue. You are hoping, by raising the age of an individual who is 
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purchasing a handgun, that there is some sense of maturity and 
understanding and use of this weapon, that they just will not 
carelessly run out and use it in a negative way. 

So the gentleman is talking about raising the age, he is talking 
about limiting the sales, and he is talking about straw purchasing. 
I do not believe that any of the initiatives that the gentleman is 
talking about are anythmg that are unreasonable. I believe that they 
are clearly a sound way to at least attempt to deal with this issue. 

One other thing I would like to deal with, Mr. Speaker: There 
are a lot of people who think for some reason that this is opening 
the door to eliminate people's rights to purchasing handguns. I do 
not believe, Mr. Speaker, in any way, in anythmg we have tried to 
discuss here today, that it is eliminating individuals' rights from 
owning guns. Even the gentleman from the House Judiciary 
Committee, the chairmq we passed an amendment, which I voted 
for, mandating mgger locks. Well, just because we mandate bigger 
locks, that does not in any way affect the person purchasing a 
handgun. It is no more different in terms of limiting the sale to one 
gun a month. I think that these are just reasonable approaches. I 
think that we have to get away from this aspect that we are trying 
to take away someone's gun. 

Mr. Speaker, can I get some order, please? Mr. Speaker, get 
some order, please. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House will come to order. 
Members will please take their seats. Conversations in the back of 
the House will break up. 

You may continue, Mr. Evans. 
Mr. EVANS. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, there appears to be a real concern about a t t a c h  

individuals' rights. Well, let me make this very clear, Mr. Speaker. 
I am not and I do not believe Mr. Frankel or anyone else is tlying 
to eliminate anyone's right, anyone's right to own a firearm. The 
gentleman is only attempting to limit the sale no more different 
than what four or five other States have done in the nation. At 
some point, Mr. Speaker, we have to bring some common sense to 
this entire culture around gun violence. It is something that is 
affecting us all. It is not just an issue in the city, it is not just an 
issue in the suburbs, and it is not just an issue in rural 
Pennsylvania. It is affecting every part of Pennsylvania as well as 
this nation. 

We are at a crossroad, and that crossroad is that we need to fmd 
Democrats and Republicans, all of us working together. I believe 
that what Mr. Frankel is offering here is a commonsense approach, 
that be is basically saying that he wants to do something about the 
sale ofhandguns, he wants to do something about raising the age, 
and he wants to do something about straw purchasing. 

So I would say to you, Mr. Speaker, that I hope just for once, 
just for once, Mr. Speaker, that we will give this amendment a 
chance and vote "yes" on the Frankel amendment. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the lady, Ms. Manderino, 
seek recognition? The lady waives off. 

The gentleman from Lancaster County, Mr. Sturla, is 
recognized on the amendment. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the maker of the amendment rise for brief interrogation? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Frankel, 

indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation. You are in 
order and may proceed. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, on page 1 of your amendment, the section that 

deals with the age going from 18 to 21, it talks about fuearms. It 
was alluded to earlier that this maybe only meant handguns. Does 
this mean handguns or long rifles also in the term "fuearm" there? 

Mr. FRANKEL. I am having a hard time hearing you. 
Mr. STURLA. Mr. Speaker, could we have some order? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the House come to order. 

Please take your conversations outside the hall of the House. 
Go ahead. 
Mr. STURLA. Mr. Speaker, on page 1 of your amendment, the 

section that deals with the age limitations, line 15, it talks about a 
firearm. Earlier some speakers alluded to this as simply applying 
to handguns. Does this just apply to handguns or does it apply to 
long rifles also? 

Mr. FRANKEL. With respect to minors? 
Mr. STURLA. Yes. 
Mr. FRANKEL. It is handguns, but when you are dealin* 

With respect to the straw purchase, it is any weapon. 
Mr. STURLA. I am talking about on page 1 of your 

amendment, section 3, that deals with the age of- 
Mr. FRANKEL. Right. That is strictly handguns. 
Mr. STURLA. So the term "fuearm" means strictly handguns? 
Mr. FRANKEL. Yes. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. FRANKEL. That goes to the general definition of 

"firearms" in the fuearms statute. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Is there any reason why then in the next sectioa section 4, you 

limit handguns, the purchase of handguns, instead of fuearms? 
Mr. FRANKEL. No; no. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. So handguns and firearms are 

synonymous in this- 
Mr. FRANKEL. Correct; correct. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, one fmal question. Going to age 21, are you 

saying that you know, someone graduates from high school, they 
get manied, they go join the Army Reserves, they have a child, 
they are living in their own home, that they could not possess a 
firearm without a permission slip from their parent? 

Mr. FRANKEL. Yes, and I think we do the same thimg for the 
consumption of alcohol and the purchase of alcohol, so I do not 
know that that should be a problem when you are dealimg with a 
lethal weapon. 

Mr. STURLA. Okay. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is all the questions I have. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman, Mr. Lynch. 

seek recognition on the amendment? The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Warren County, Mr. Lynch, on the amendment. 

Mr. LYNCH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to take a few minutes and read an editorial that I 

was just given witten by a Joseph Perkins from the San Diego 
Union-Tribune, and it is entitled "We should control guns by 
controlling criminals," and it starts, and it is dated October 2 2  of 
this year: 

Sammy "The Bull" Gravano has, by his own 
admission, sent 19 men to their graves. So it's safe to 
say that the former underboss of the Gamhino crime 
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family knows a thing or two (or 19) about guns and 
violence. 

That's why his recent remarks about gun control, 
published in Vanity Fair, have resonance. 

"Gun control?" Sammy pondered. "It's the best thing 
you can do for crooks and gangsters. I want you to 
have nothing. If I'm a bad guy, I'm always going to 
have a gun. 

"Safety locks?" The Bull continued. "You pull the 
bigger with a lock on, and I'll pull the trigger. We'll 
see who wins." 

Gravano's insights came to mind this week as 
President Clinton reissued his challenge to 
Republican lawmakers on Capitol Hill to present him 
with a sweeping gun control bill that he can sign. 

"We need Congress to help us keep guns out of the 
wrong hands," Clinton told a group of more than 
300 high school students from around the country, 
who were in the nation's capital this week to attend 
a two-day youth violence conference sponsored by 
House Democrats. 

But even those high schoolers had to wonder whether 
the gun-control bill President Clinton is trying to 
goad Republicans into approving will really keep 
guns out of "the wrong hands." 

Indeed, even if the president got every provision he 
seeks - including mandatory trigger locks, new 
resmctions on possession of semi-automatic weapons 
by persons under 18 years of age, a ban on imported 
large-capacity ammunition clips and a requirement 
that all vendors at gun shows conduct mandatory 
backpround checks on customers- bad guys would 
continue to get guns. 

So all this new law would do is make it that much 
more difficult for law-abiding citizens to obtain 
weapons to defend themselves, their families, their 
homes and their property from the criminals who, as 
Sammy the Bull attests, are always going to have a 
gun. 

The president takes refuge in polls showing that a 
decided majority of Americans favor smcter 
gun-control laws. But while that is true, those same 
polls show that half of Americans also believe that 
new gun-control laws - such as the one for which the 
president is currently agitating - will do nothing to 
reduce violent crime. 

In fact, there are already more than 20,000 
gun-control laws on the books at the federal, state 
and local levels. 

Twenty thousand laws already in existence- 

Yet. these controls have fail& 

and if they did not fail, w e  would not be here today trying to  do 
thihis 

have failed to keep guns out of the hands of 
criminals; have failed to reduce the level of gun 
violence throughout the country. 

And why is that? Because these gun-control laws are 
predicated on the notion that f i r e m s  are the root 
cause of gun violence when the real cause of gun 
violence is violent criminals. 

So, it stands to reason that the most effective way to 
reduce gun violence is not by passing yet another 
symbolic gun control law, but adapting a one-strike 
approach to gun crimes. 

In other words, if a person canies a gun while 
committing a crime, even if he or she does not 
brandish the weapon, even if the weapon is not used, 
that person should receive a mandatoly minimum 
sentence of at least five years in prison with no 
parole. That will make the bad guys sit up and take 
notice. 

As it is now, the couns are often lenient when it 
comes to gun crime. Indeed, Sammy the Bull 
whacked 19 victims and only spent five years behind 
bars. So you know that a two-bit criminal who 
merely uses a gun to knock over a liquor store is 
unlikely to da any hard time. 

When the federal government and state and local 
governments start to target gun-related crime, rather 
than guns themselves, then the nation will see a 
meaningful reduction in gun violence. The real-life 
proof of this is Richmond, Va. 

For the better part of the decade, the Virginia capital 
had one of the nation's wont per capita murder rates. 
Then, in 1997, the U.S. Attorney's Ofice in 
Richmond devised a snategy, under the title "Project 
Exile," to try local gun offenses in federal court 
where bond is less easily obtainable and sentencing 
guidelines are stiffer. 

This approach yielded immediate results, with 
indicments against 404 armed suspects, a conviction 
rate of 86 percent and an average prison sentence of 
more than four and a half years. Meanwhile, 
Richmond posted a 36 percent decline in gun-related 
homicides last year. 

These are the kinds of results that the American 
public really wants .... And they were achieved not 
by enacment of new gun-control laws, ... 

as some advocates want- 

but by prosecuting armed criminals to the fullest 
extent of already-existing laws. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the gentleman 

from Northumberland County, Mr. Belfanti. 
Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the previous speaker made some very cogent 

remarks. I will therefore limit m y  comments to just asking the 
membership to oppose this amendment. 
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There are a number of problems I have with the amendment. 
However, just on the age reduction alone, lowering the age from 
21 years old for possession or transportation of any fuearm, not 
simply a handgun, causes me great problems. I owned weapons, 
both handguns and rifles, when I was less than 18 years old. When 
I was 18, 1 was being trained by the Marine Corps with a 
45-caliber handgun. At age 19, I was in Vietnam. So we are telling 
the people ofPennsylvania that you are not mature enough to even 
transport or own a gun until you are 21 years old, and I think we 
better let Uncle Sam know that the draft age ought to be raised to 

"The fmdiigs cut across lines of gender, age, education, race, 
region and party affiliation, with strong support among female, 
minority and older voters.. .." 

Moms Against Senseless Shootings. Do you believe that we 
need such an organization? It is a shame that we do, 
and I am going to give them a plug: Moms Against 
Senseless Shootings, 888-989-MOMS. Or go to their Website: 
www.millionmommarch.com. Let us bring some sense to this 
debate in Pennsylvania, and let us do it today. 

21 as well. I think the reduction in age alone presents a problem 
for me, and I do believe we have a registration for a draft at 

I STATEMENT BY DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

- 
amendment, I just think there is room for some real commonsense 
thinkine here. I CONSIDERATION OF SB 161 CONTINUED 

18 years old. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The S'EAKER Pro tempore. On the amendmenL the lady from 

Philadelphia, Representative Manderino. 
Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have been conflicted as to whether or not to 

speak in this whole debate, because quite frankly, I consider 
myself probably more moderate than most urban legislators on h s  
gun issue. But I have to tell you, after listening to some of the 
rhetoric that has gone about the debate on this oarticular 

~ o~ ~ 

The front page of today's Philadelphia Inquirer, on the front 
page there is an article about a new organization that is gaining 
momentum in the United States. Everyone knows about 
Mothers Against Dlunk Driving. Well, I submit to you that it will 
not be long before everyone knows about a new mothers group - 
Mothers Against Senseless Shootings. The very fact that there is 
an initiative nationwide of Mothers Against Senseless Shootings 
says that we need to bring some reasonableness to this issue, and 
listen to what the leader of this group said, quote: " 'We're' " - 
meaning mothers - " 'We're the ones who are losing our 
children,'. . . 'We just decided we would join forces - moms across 
America- and make people realize that it's our children who are 
dying, and we want to stop it through sensible laws, not anythmg 
far out.' " Well, I have heard everythmg being proposed so far 
today as being far out, and I submit that it is time for us to quit 
labeling every reasonable, sensible proposal that comes down the 
line as something that is far out when as a matter of fact it is very 
mainstream. 

The article goes on to tell us that "...voters are not simply 
womed about the recent spate of shootings.. ." at schools. They 
''want to restrict access to guns. 

" 'Gun control registers on a list of problems people cite off the 
top of their heads,'.. ." without being asked. 

"Consider.. .that 72 percent of Republican women now support 
more gun control, compared with 48 percent in 1993, according to 
a Pew" charitable trust "survey. 

"And an internal GOP poll showed that fewer than one-third of 
the voters who responded said they would be inclined to support 
a candidate linked to the NRA. 

"If one state" -this is the Inquirer article - "If one state is any 
indication of a shift in sentiment, Pennsylvania may provide 
insight. In a survey of gun issues in.. ." our "state, an important 
presidential battleground with a large number of gun owners, a 
majority of voters favored stricter laws, including majorities of 
gun owners and hunters. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the Democratic leader, the gentlemq Mr. DeWeese. 

Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker, I would l i e  to be recognized 
under unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. DeWEESE. I wish to give notice to the floor, to the 

Assembly, that on Monday, November 15, I intend to call up for 
consideration Discharge Resolutions 1,2,4, and 5. Thank you. 

~h~ SPEAKER pro tempore. ~h~ chair thanks the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Montgomery 
County, Mr. Godshall, is recognized on the amendment. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Very quickly, Mr. Speaker. 
On this individual amendment, going from 18 to 21, it should 

be recognized that anyone under the age of 21 cannot get a 
right-to-cany permit. A right-to-cany permit is restricted to the age 
of 21. So anybody who is carrying a concealed weapon on the 
streets of Philadelphia or anyplace is committing a violation to 
start with. So changing the age from 18 to 21 is meaningless 
because it is already 21 for carrying a fueann on the streets. 

Secondly, in previous interrogation of the maker of this 
amendment by the Representative, I believe fromLancaster, I read 
this differently from what was expressed. If you look at page 5 it 
says, "A person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fmt degree if he 
sells or causes to be sold or leases to any person under.. ." the age 
of now 21 under this amendment "any deadly weapon, cartridge, 
gunpowder,. . ." and so forth. "Any deadly weapon" would mean 
long guns as well as handguns, is my interpretation of this 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Centre County, Mr. Beminghoff. 

Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I will keep these comments really brief. 
I was sitting here thinking as we do all this debating on the gun 

laws and some changes, and especially this one, does anyone 
remember this morning's ceremony? We honored the veterans 
today. We honored what those people stood up for and so many of 
their brothers died for. One gentleman here was almost 100 years 
old; I can only imagine what he would think about this debate. 

For months we have heard of people talking about Y2K and 
what is going to happen in the new millennium. Well, let me tell 
you, Mr. Speaker: Do not be womed about your electricity as 
much as bow your rights have changed and are going to continue 
to change if we support this. When you think about the new 
millennium I tell vou think about where vour countrv is goine and . . . - -  
where we are going as a State and what we really stand for, but 



LEGISLATIVE JOURNAGHOUSE 
--- 

most of all, what rights you think you have and what rights you 
may have left. 

Think very serious about how you vote on this stuff. Those 
veterans that stood before us and died before us stood so that we 
had the right to bear arms and many other rights that will be 
infringed upon if we say "yes" to these kinds of amendments. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Frankel, it would appear there 
are no other members seeking to speak- Mr. Thomas. The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia. 

The Chair is trying to let you go last, Mr. Frankel. 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I was going to remain. I thought that my 

colleague, Representative Manderino, kind of put things in the 
context in which we should be considering this amendment. But 
the last speaker moved me, and I have to say a couple things. 

Number one, l i e  the last speaker I applaud those men, and 
even though we did not see any women this morning 1 applaud the 
men and women who went on the battle line for this country and 
sacrificed themselves so that we could be free. Mr. Speaker, 1 also 
am someone who strongly supports the Second Amendment. 
I believe that the right to bear arms is a very- it is almost like the 
foundation of our Constitution, and I strongly support that. But, 
Mr. Speaker, I stand for the right to life. I stand for the right to life 
of those innocent children and individuals who have either had 
their lives cut offbecause of either accidental or intentional use of 
a gun in the hands of someone who did not have, who should not 
have been permitted to have a gun in their hands. I stand for the 
right to life of those children and men and women who are either 
paralyzed or who have had a major portion of their lives cut off as 
a result of some individual being in possession of a weapon who 
had neither education nor concern for another human life. I stand 
for the right to life to those individuals, Mr. Speaker. And, 
Mr. Speaker, I fundamentally believe that the right to life is greater 
than, much greater than, some of the thmgs that I have heard this 
afternoon, and I know deep in everyone's heart, I know that they 
care about what is going on, not just in urban Pennsylvania but in 
suburban Pennsylvania and in rural Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, there are too many ,ms on the streets of 
Pennsylvania in the hands of people who should not have guns. It 
is ironic that it is cheaper to purchase a gun, to get a license and 
purchase a gun, than it is to get a license to drive a car. 
Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that we have kids who will not go to 
school out of fear that somebody in that school is able to bring a 
weapon illegally into the school. We have kids who cannot go to 
recreation centers. We have elderly people who have sacrificed 
their lives in many cases to make sure that we are able to stand 
here today, who are afraid to come out of their house and go 
shopping or go to the pharmacist down the street. Mr. Speaker, it 
is nonnegotiable as to whether or not we are empowered and 
should exercise the power to put some parameters on the 
accessibility of guns in the hands of individuals who neither should 
ever have a right or a privilege to have a firearm. 

Mr. Speaker, yes, the proposal before us this afternoon is a 
strong proposal; yes, it provides a level of restrictiveness that we 
all might be concerned about, but, Mr. Speaker, the right to life of 
our children and of those people who have been cut down as a 
result of senseless k i l l i  outweighs the restrictiveness that we are 
attempting to argue for this afternoon. Mr. Speaker, I ask every 
man and woman, regardless of what side of the aisle you are on, to 

stand up for the right to life, stand up and let us take a step forward 
in providing some parameters as to who should be able to possess 
a weapon and who should not be able to possess a weapon. 

This bill talks about straw parties. Straw parties is real 
problematic in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Too many 
people are using innocent children and other people to carry out 
their criminal behavior. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, I am troubled by the fact that we are 
now saying that you should not be able to get a gun until you are 
21. I was troubled by the restrictiveness that we put on young 
drivers in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. But, Mr. Speaker, 
when you put it next to the data, when you put it next to the facts, 
Mr. Speaker, we have to put our feelings about restrictiveness in 
our back pocket and think about saving lives, think about giving 
more people an oppolrunity to grow up and live out their life as 
they so desire. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge every member of this House to put up an 
aflinnative vote for the Frankel amendment. Put our feelings to the 
side; put our children and our families and the safety of our 
communities in the front and put our feelings in the back pocket. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Frankel, for the second time. 

Mr. FRANKEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
A number of objections have been offered here today, and I 

would l i e  to talk about them somewhat. We talk about enforcing 
existing laws. Well, as I said earlier, some of our laws are working. 
The Bndy Law has worked. We have eliminated the ability of 
criminals to walk into gun stores and buy a weapon, but now we 
need a tool here in the State of Pennsylvania to make sure that 
those same criminals and juveniles and gun traffickers cannot go 
into a gun store or have somebody else go into a gun store and buy 
those weapons forthem. 

Now, this piece of legislation, the straw purchase aspect of this, 
contrary to prior speakers, is needed. The district attorney of 
Allegheny County, Steve Zappala, helped me draft this bill. The 
mayor of Pittsburgh and the mayor of Philadelphia both believe 
they need this straw purchase legislation in order to effectively 
prosecute straw purchase transactions. Now, we in this legislature 
have prohibited cities of the fmt and second class, Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh, from legislating their own gun laws. Here we are 
asking that everybody allow us the o p p o d t y  here to enforce and 
prosecute straw purchase transactions. 

Now, with respect to the one-gun-a-month law and the 
constitutionality issue, this is not something new; this is not 
somethmg radical. We are emulating; we are not breaking a new 
path here. South Carolina, that den of radical politics, in 1975 
passed a one-gun-a-month bill. So did another one of these very 
liberal States, the State of Virginia, and now we have California 
and Maryland as well. These have not been challenged 
successfully for constitutional bases at the Federal level. They have 
survived to this day. These are reasonable. They are reasonable for 
South Carolma; they are reasonable for Virginia; they are 
reasonable for Pennsylvania. 

Now, have they been effective? Let us take a look. In Virginia, 
"Virginia's"- and I am quoting here from some statistics that we 
have seen - "Virginia's law has greatly disrupted the gun 
trafficking pattern from Virginia to states in the northeastern 
United States. For guns purchased after implementation of the new 
law.. ." that they passed there, "Virginia's share" of guns recovered 
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in other States "fell by 54% - to 16% of all guns traced back to the 
Southeast. Even more dramatically, the percentage of guns traced 
back to Virginia gun dealers fell by 61% for guns recovered in 
New York, 67% for guns recovered in Massachusetts, and 38% for 
guns recovered in New Jersey." This is a law that works. It is 
proven, it is efficient, and it is something that is needed. It is 
something that is not unreasonable, and it is something that, my 
goodness, maybe inconveniences a dozen, a hundred, maybe a 
thousand people in Pennsylvania a year that cannot buy more than 
12 guns a year. This is not unreasonable legislation. 

Now, we, my colleagues who have been promoting some of 
these gun safety bills, have created, I believe, a set of principles by 
which we believe we ought to be considering gun legislation, gun 
safety legislation, in the future, and I just would like to have the 
opportunity to read those to you today. And these, I thmk, are good 
standards to measure the gun legislation that we take up here, and 
I believe that my amendment fills these principles: We want to 
protect our children from injury by limiting access to firearms. We 
want to limit handgun purchases to responsible adults. We want to 
promote fuearm safety and education and training. We want to 
strengthen local control and law enforcement efforts by combating 
illegal fueann sales and trafficking, and we want to implement a 
fair and comprehensive background check system with appropriate 
safeguards designed to prevent fuearm injury and violence. And 
fmlly, we want to enhance law enforcement safety by banning 
assault weapons and junk guns, and we will talk about some of 
these later. These, 1 think by the preponderance of public opinion 
in this country, it is a tidal-wave shifting. If we do not pass this 
amendment, we are going to be behind the times, we are going to 
be behind the curve. and we can continue to plug the d i e  that is 
coming with our fngers. with some meaningless half steps, small 
steps, that we might want to take to cover up our tracks. We may 
plug our finger in the dike. but it is coming, and Pennsylvania 
should be on track with the rest of the country in the forward 
thinking a d  dealing w~th reasonable, sound gun safety legislation. 

With that, I would ask all my colleagues if they would please 
reconsider, if you are thlnlung of opposing this; please consider 
voting for tlus measurc that I thnk by any standard fits a 

On the question recurring. 

Will the House apee to thc amendment? 
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The following roll call was recorded: 
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Cam 
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R m e y  
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Mann 
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McGill 
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McNaughton 
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Smith, S. H. 
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Gluiea Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Speaker 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mrs. COHEN offered the following amendment No. A3836: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 5, by sniking out "and" 
Amend Title, page 1, line 6, by removing the period after "address" 

and inserting 
and for possession of firearms with altered manufacturer's number; 
further providing for the sale or transfer of firearms; requiring the 
Pennsylvania State Police to maintain a registry of firearms reported lost 
or stolen; funher providing for registration of firearms; and providing for 
failure to report lost or stolen firearms and notice of multiple purchase 
reporting and for locking device for firearms. 
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5 61 11. Sale or transfer of firearms. 
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I been reponed stolen, the person. I~censeJ imponer. 
l~censed msnufacurer or licensed dcalcr contacted the 

Amend Bill, page 6, by inserting after line 30 
Section 3. Title 18 is amended by adding a section to read: 

6 61 10.2. Possession of firearm with altered manufacturer's number. 
la) General rule.-No person shall oossess a firearm which has had 

the manufacturer's number inteeral to the frame or receiver altered. 
changed. removed or obliterated. 

Jb) Penalw.-A person who violates this section commits a 
misdemeanor of the first decree. 

(c) Definition.-As used in this section. the term "firearm" shall 
have the same meanine as that term is defined in section 6105(il (relating 
to nersons not to possess. use. manufacture. control. sell or transfer 
firearms). 

Section 4. Section 61 11 (0 and (g) of Title 18 are amended and the 

* * *  Pennsylvania State' Police, and local law enforcement 
[c.l) Multiole vurchases.-Each licensed importer, licensed ggency or the sheriff in either the counhi where the oerson 

resides in a municipality where there is no chief of police. 
Othenvise, the statement shall be issued by the chief of 
police in the municipality in which the purchaser or 
transferee resides. 

(g) Penalties.- 
* * * 
(7) (i) Notwithstanding anv other act to the contram 
any Person, licensed importer. licensed manufacturer or 
licensed dealer who reoorts a firearm as stolen and 
subseauentlv sells or otherwise disposes of that firearm 
commits a felonv of the third decree. 

fii) It shall be a defense to this paraeraoh that, 
prior to the sale or other disnosition of a firearm which had 

manufdcturcr or l~censed dealer of firearms shall orepars 3 renorl of resides or the counn uhcre the licensed im~oncr .  licensed 
multiple sales or other d~spos~tlont of f i r e m s  uhene\.cr that l~censee manufacturer or i~censed dealer conducts business, and 
sells or othenvise disposes of. at one time or during any 30 consecutive 
days. two or more firearms or any combination of firearms totaling 
t u o  or more. to an\ per,un other than to another l~ccnscd importer, 
licensed m3nufacturer or l~cenccd dealer The reoon \hall be prevnred in 
duplicate and shall be forwarded to both the sheriff of the countv in which 

reported that the firearm was recovered. 
* * *  
Section 5. Section 61 1 I. l(b) of Title 18 is amended by adding a 

paragraph to read: 
61 11 . I .  Pennsylvania State Police. 

occur, l h c  form for repunlnt m~ltlple firearm, sale, ur dls~o\ltlonr shall 
be \pectfied bk the Pcnns\lvanid State Police uith input from the 
Pcnns,lvdnld Shcr~rf5' h\%oclar~on 

the mrson relidc, dnd the Penn,\l\anid State Police nut later than the 
closc of bu\incs, on thc da\ that the m u l t ~ ~ l e  sale or other dls~o\ltlun 

(c.2) Notice.-Each licensed imoorter, licensed manufacturer or 

I . . 
(b) Duo of Pennsyl\an~a State Police - 

( 5 )  Ths Pennsvl\,an~a Swtc Pollcc shall malntaln a reasrq 
of all firearm, rc~oned  lost or stolen in t h ~ s  Commonwealth 'The 
reashy shall contain. if available. the manufacturer. model. caliber, 

licensed dealer of firearms shall post. ~n a cons~~cuous  place. a notice scnal number and an\ other idennMne informanon concerning an\ 
starine that multiple purchaser uf firearms uith~n 30 buslnesi days ulll bc firearm reported lost or stolen. as well as thc name of the lawful 
reponcd to lau enforccmmt under subsection tc. I I ouner oithe firearm. If a firearm is rc~oned  stolen to a local law 

(0 Application of section.- 
( I )  For the purposes of this section only, except as 

provided by paragraph (2), "firearm" shall mean any weapon which 
is designed to or may readily be converted to expel any projectile 
by the action of an explosive or the frame or receiver of any such 
weanon. ~ - 

(2) The provisions contained in subsections (a) [and], (c) 
shall only apply to pistols or revolvers with a banel length 

enforcement agency. that aeencv shall collect the reauired 
information and shall submit it to the Pennsylvania State Police. 
* * *  
Section 6. Section 61 1 1.4 of Title 18 is amended to read: 

$ 6 1  11.4. Registration of firearms. 
Notwithstanding any section of this chapter to the contnuy, nothing 

in this chapter shall be construed to allow any government or law 
enforcement agency or any agent thereof to create, maintain or operate 
any r q s t l y  of firearm ownership within this Commonwealth. other than 

of less than l j inches, an) rhutgun uith 3 barrel length uf less than 3 r e c ~ i m  of firearms reponed lost or stolen under sectiun 6 1 I I. I t  b)r Sr 
I8 .nihes, any rifle with 3 bsnel lengh of less than I6 inches or (rclatme to Pcnnsyl\snia State Pol~ce). Fur the puposcs oithis secuon 
an! firearm u ~ t h  an oterdll lengh uf less than 26 ~nches onlv. the term 'firearm" shall ~nclude an) weapon that I >  des~gned to or 

(3) The provisions contained in subsection (a) shall not 
apply to any law enforcement officer whose current identification 
as a law enforcement officer shall be construed as a valid license to 
cany a firearm or any person who possesses a valid license to carry 
a firearm under section 6109 (relatine to licenses). 

(4) (i) The provis'ions oflsubsection (a) shall not apply 
to any person who presents to the seller or transferor a 
\nitten statement issued by the official described in 
subparagraph (iii) during the ten-day period ending on the 
date of the most recent proposal of such transfer or sale by 
the transferee or purchaser stating that the transferee or 
purchaser requires access to a firearm because of a threat to 
the life of the transferee or purchaser or any member of the 
household of that transferee or purchaser. 

(ii) TIe issuing official shall notify the applicant's 
local police authority that such a statement has been issued. 
In counties of the first class the chief of police shall notify 
the police station or substation closest to the applicant's 
residence. 

(iii) The statement issued under subparagraph (ii) 
shall be issued by the district attorney, or his designee, of 
the county of residence if the transferee or purchaser 

may readily be converted to expel any projectile by the action of an 
explosive or the frame or receiver of any such weapon. 

Amend Sec. 3, page 7, line 1, by striking out "3" and inserting 
7 

O n  the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. O n  that q u e s t i o ~  the Chair 
recognizes the lady from Montgomery County, Representative 
Cohen. 

Mrs. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I think most o f  the arguments for this amendment 

have been made quite eloquently by those that are proponents of 
some of the amendments that have been presented before us and, 
unfortunately, have been defeated. This amendment once again 
talks about the following: N o  person shall possess a fuem which 
has had the manufacturer's number obliterated or changed o r  
removed. But  again w e  are talking about multiple purchases and 
straw purchases. 



~ -~ -~ 

recognizes the gentianan from Bucks County, Mr. ~ k l i o .  
Mr. MELIO. Mr. Speaker, this is not on the amendment. I just I CONSIDERATION OF SB I67 CONTINUED 
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This amendment, by the way, is supported by the 
District Attorneys Association and several law enforcement 
groups. Our problem is straw purchases and straw purchasers. The 
statistics are absolutely astounding and outrageous. The Uniform 
Crime Report for 1996 yields some startling statistics. There were 
86,3 19 persons arrested for violent offenses, and these were 
offenses where guns were involved. The statistics about murders 
and murders committed in the Commonwealth, murders in the 
southeast region of Pennsylvania, are absolutely overwhelming. 
These statistics deal with w g .  People go legitimately or 
supposedly legitimately to licensed gun dealers and purchase guns. 
They then go into our cities, not just in Philadelphia but throughout 
the Commonwealth, and sell these guns in an illegal manner. 

What this amendment does is require licensed manufacturers, 
dealers. et cetera, to report the multiple sales of firearms, more 
than one sale within any 30-day period. It also requires these 
dealers to prepare reports and report both to the sheriff in the 
county in which the purchaser resides and then also to the 
State Police. What we are trying to do is to keep track of these 
guns, to keep mck of the purchasers and the sales. Additionally, 
the dealer must post in a conspicuous place a notice that this is 
exactly what he is doing. 

Along with this proposal in this amendment is the requirement 
to report firearms as stolen. If the dealer subsequently sells or 
disposes of that fiream, he then commits a felony of the third 
degree. We are also requiring the State Police to maintain a 
regisny of the f u e m  that are reported lost or stolen. Therefore, 
Mr. Speaker, what we are able to do by this amendment is to track 
these guns and these firearms that are purchased and used in an 
illegal manner. 

I have to state, Mr. Speaker, that I will go to the mat for my 
constituents who are gun owners, who are legitimate hunters, 
collectors. and sportsmen. These are people that respect guns, that 
understand what guns are about. These are not the people that we 
are interested in. We are dealing now with criminals who shoot our 
children. who kill and maim our children, who are affecting the 
lives of innocent people. These are the people that we are after- 
the people in this Commonwealth who should not own or possess 
guns, who use guns for dangerous, illegal purposes. We are not - 
and 1 repeat - we are not after legitimate Owners of who 
respect guns and know how to handle them. 

I urge mY fellow members to support this amendment, and 
please vote 'Yes" to protect the innocent people, especially the 
children of our Commonwealth. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER uro temuore. On the amendment. the Chair 

have a special announcement I want to make - after the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Northampton County, 

Mr. Rooney. The gentleman waives off. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Montgomery County, 

Mr. Godshall. 
Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I am not sure of everythmg that is in this amendment, but a 

couple of the points I do want to make. Presently, if a person 
purchases a handgun and purchases more than one gun in a 5-day 
period, a report must be sent to Alcohol, Tobacco and F i r e m .  It 
is a Federal form that is required today to be sent if somebody 
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purchases more than one handgun in a 5-day period. That is 
covered in here, but it is also Federal law already. 

Another point here is, this creates a registry of lost and stolen 
guns, I believe by the State Police. That registry is already kept 
under the Federal system and is available to the State Police. Also, 
beyond that, there is a record of all handguns sold in this State, 
maintained by the State Police since the Uniform Firearms Act was 
established, which was 1934. So I would ask for a "no" vote on 
this legislation. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Delaware County, Mr. Gannon. 

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, I lmow that Representative Cohen 
has worked very long and hard on this very important issue of 
multiple gun purchases, and akhough I have the same problems 
that Representative Godshall does with the registry, looking at the 
other elements of the bill, I think this is a very fair and reasonable 
way to monitor multiple gun purchases without infringing on the 
rights of honest, law-abiding citizens to do so. This really uses 
existing infrastructure in law enforcement to track these purchases. 
It goes to the one individual who is the county law enforcement 
officer, which is the local sheriff. But more importantly, it tells the 
purchaser up front, at the dealer, that when he makes a multiple 
purchase, no matter where he does it in this Commonwealth, that 
his local sheriff is going to be made aware of that multiple gun 
purchase, and on top of that, if he starts reporOlg his guns stolen, 
no matter where he is in this State, his local sheriff is going to be 
told that he is reporting these weapons stolen. 

This is a good tracking mechanism. I think it is really what we 
need, is a deterrent to this type of conduct. We do not want to stop 
law-abiding citizens frommaking these purchases, but we want to 
deter criminals or those with a criminal intent or a criminal motive 
from going out and purchasing weapons and then selling them out 
of the hunk of their car in one of our cities. I think this 
accomplishes it in a very fair and reasonable way. I do have 
trouble with the registry language, but considering the overall 
effect of this type of amendment, I am going to vote "yes." 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair returns to leaves of 
absence and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Veon, who requests a 
leave of absence for the gentleman from Washington County, 
MI. TRICH. Without objection, the leave will be granted. The 
Chair hears no objection, and the leave is granted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the lady from Crawford County, Representative 
Forcier. 

Mrs. FORCIER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I respectfully rise in opposition to this amendment 3836. 
At the present time, when there is a purchase of two or more 

handguns in 5 days, the dealer, according to Federal law, must 
report to the Bureau of Tobacco and Firearms. This amendment 
will change the law to be two or more long guns and handguns in 
30 days the dealer must report to the BTF. There is the addition of 
the long guns. It could also be the local police and the BTF. 

For example, if I purchase two hunting rifles, this creates a huge 
registry of multiple gun purchases for no reason, and I say no 



she object then to having it registered in Pennsylvania? It simply 
does not make sense. 

Again I must say that my sports enthusiasts are responsible 
adults. They are careful of their guns. They are well trained, and 
they are respectful of guns in general. But it is a known fact that a 
large percentage of violent deaths in this Commonwealth, not just 
in o w  city, are the result of these illegal guns. The streets of our 
cities are dangerous war zones in which innocent children and 
bystanders end up risking their lives, often becoming the tragic 
victims of senseless shootings. They get caught in the crossfire 
while trying to get to and from school, do their shopping, traveling 
to and from doctors' offices or the workplace. 

The violence in our cities and urban areas around the State is 
being fed by rampant gmnmning schemes. These gumunners are 
legally able to make high-volume purchases at Pennsylvania gun 
shops, only to travel around the State and resell these firearms on 
the streets to our young people at a 400- to 500-percent profit. 

Additionally, unscrupulous purchasers who possess a license 
have become what is known as straw men for gangs and csiminals. 
They avoid the criminal background checks, they make 
high-volume purchases, and then they claim when they are 
questioned, that these guns were lost or stolen and somehow found 
their way into the hands of the wrong person. We are trying to 
accomplish the goals of stopping these straw purchasers. 

I think it is really interesting, Mr. Speaker, that there are States 
in this country that were known as gumuming States, and what has 
happened is, these States have adopted some of these laws to limit 
gunrunners. For example, South Carolina, a traditional gun-rights 
Southern State, became the fust State to limit handgun purchases 
all the way back in 1975. Virginia passed a similar law in 1993, 
and Maryland adopted the limitation in 1996. In these two 
neighboring States, gmnmning is now virtually nonexistent. If we 
do not stop it here in Pennsylvania, we are inviting all the people 
that used to be in Virginia and Maryland and South Carolina into 
Pennsylvania to conduct their illegal activities here. 

We all realize this is not the full answer to the horrendous 
problem of gun-toting children killing other children, as we so 
recently watched right here on our own streets here in this 
Commonwealth. Much more needs to be done. We need to teach 
gun safety, teach respect for guns, involve parents in the lives and 

1966 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAGHOUSE NOVEMB~R 9 

Cam 
Cawley 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Cornell 
corrigan 
curry 
Dailey 
Donahlcci 
Dmce 

reason because long guns are not used in a crime. We are going to 
waste money and create a registry on stolen guns. Every gun 
reported stolen in the nation is already available to every law 
enforcement officer in the Commonwealth on the Federal data base 
NCIC (National Crime Information Center). 

I ask my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to please oppose 
this amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition? 

The Chair recognizes the lady from Montgomery County, 
Representative Cohen, for the second time. 

Mrs. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, it really boggles the mind to understand why 

people are opposing this amendment. If people indeed want to 
have l eg i t k t e  uses of guns, why would they oppose the regisq? 
The reason that we are asking for registration in Pennsylvania is to 
have a much more speedy access right here in our own State. I 
understand that there is a Federal registry, but we need instant 
access right here in Pennsylvania. If a person is legitimately 
purchasing a gun in Pennsylvania, why in the world would he or 
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activities of our children, elimimate the violence on television and 
movies, and get it through to our children that guns really do kill. 
Additionally, we must enforce the laws we have, but we have to 
take a strong stand to eliminate one more way of illegal guns 
getting into the wrong hands. 

I urge my fellow Representatives to vote "yes" on this 
amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS-67 

Bard Evans Markosek 
Bebko-Jones 

Ruffing 
Frankel MeGeehan Samuelson 

Bishop Freeman McGill Santoni 
B~'ko"in Gannon Melio Steil 
Buxton Gladeck Michlovic Stetler 
Caltasirone Hennessey Mundy Shlrla 
Cappabianca ~ a r s e y  Myers Taylor, J. 

James Petzel 
Josephs Penone 
Kaiser Preston 
Keller Ramos 
Kenney Reinard 
Kirkland Rieger 
Lederer Robinson 
Levdansky Roebuck 
Manderina Rooney 
Mann Rubley 

Egolf Maher 
Fairchild Maitland 
Fargo Major 
Feese Marsico 
Fichter Masland 
Fleagle Mayernik 
Flick McCall 
Forcier Mcllhattan 
Gelst Mclihinney 
George McNaughton 
Giglioni Metcalfe 
Gcdshall Micozzie 
Gordner Miller, R. 
Gmceia Miller, S. 
Habay Nailor 
Haluska Nickol 
Hanna O'Brien 
Harhai One 
Harhan Pesci 
Hasay Petrarca 
Herman Phillips 
Hershey P~PPY 
Hess Plans 
Hutchinson Raymond 
Jadlowiec Readshaw 
Webs Robem 
LaGrotta Rahrer 
Laughlin ROSS 
Leh Sainato 
Lescovin Sather 
Lucyk Saylor 
L p c h  Schrcder 

NOT VOTING-1 

Thomas 
Tigue 
Van Home 
Vitali 
Washineton - 
waters 
Williams 
W o w  
Youngblood 

Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyferl 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Smnmaner 
S U " ~  
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. Z 
Travaglio 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Veon 
Walko 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug  
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Gruitza Pistella Wilt Ryan, 
Lawless Trich Sped-1 

Less than the majority having voted in the a f f ia t ive ,  the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

leave harassment as a summary offense, and I believe there are a 
number of good public policy reasons to do this. 

First of all, the summary offense of harassment is a very 
valuable tool for our local police and our dismct magistrates. It is 
really a catchall offense that is used to slap the wrists of people 
creating nuisances of themselves- for example, a shoving match 
between a couple of kids at school that gets a little serious and the 
police are called in, and as long as harassment is a summary 
offense. thev are brought before the mapistrate. they are fined thev , , - - . . 
are told not to do it again, and they go on. But if we make this H 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE third-degree misdemeanor, then they are going to have to be 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY MR. MELIO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair returns to leaves of 
absence and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Snyder, who requests 
'Imtthe gentleman 'Om Montgomev Cou*, 'ORNELL, be 
placed on leave. Without objection, the leave will be granted. 
The Chair hears no objection, and the leave is granted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Melio, for what purpose do 
you seek recognition? 

Mr. MELIO. Point of personal privilege, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unanimous consent. The 

gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. MELIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I have a pleasant announcement, Mr. Speaker. 
At 3:30 this afternoon, in Representative Bard's district, in the 

Abington Hospital, the good Lord blessed my wife, Anna May, 
and me with our eighth grandchild. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A 
tiny, 7-pound baby girl, Sarah Louise, was given to us by our 
daughter-in-law, Karen, and my son, Jay. I just wanted to share this 
happy, blessed event with my colleagues. Thank yo& Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman 
for that happy news. 

hauled &to common pleas court an adjudicated delinquent, and I 
do not think that that is a wise use of our courts for an such 

A couple of other thmgs. Maybe you have somebody that just 
wants to be moying, so they are ringing a doorbell and 
running away, and they do this habitually, and they are caught and 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 167 CONTINUED 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on th id  consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. MAITLAND offered the following amendment No. 
A4103: 

Amend Sec. 2. oaee 2. line 13. bv strikine out ". lc)(lY ., - . - . ~ ,, , 
Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 2709), i, lines 27 through 30, by striking 

out all of said lines 

they are warned, and they are caught again. You file a harassment 
charge, and they are fined, and the magistrate tells them, all right; 
continue your harassing behavior if you want to, but it is going to 
cost you more and more and more every time. If we make this 
offense a third-degree misdemeanor, it is going to call upon the 
resources of the dishict attorney's office, and you know it is going 
to be on the bottom of the pile as far as the prosecutor is 
concerned, and what you are going to end up having is that the 
police are not going to charge people, because they do not have a 
tool; they do not have a summary tool to do that, and these people 
are going to get away with some things that they probably should 
not get away with. 

And one other point to remind you of is that a private citizen, 
a private individual, under the current Rules of Criminal 
Procedure, can file a harassment complaint with the district 
magistrate. If harassment is increased to a third-degree 
misdemeanor, you put this caseload, again, on the back of the 
district attorney. Now, they have their discretion, they have limited 
manpower in the D.A.'s office, and harassment complaints are 
going to go to the bottom of the pile, and private criminal 
complaints for offenses above summary level, accord'mg to the 
current Rules of Criminal Procedure, have to be approved by the 
D.A., so either way, you are squandering prosecutorial resources. 

So I believe that increasing harassment to the misdemeanor of 
the thid degree will make it all the more difftcult for people to 
seek redress in the criminal courts for harassing behavior, and I 
would ask that you vote for this amendment to preserve this 
remedy for our citizens. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

n.. .L - -. . - -.: - - 1 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair returns to leaves of 
uu U'S qus>uu,,, 

Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Adams County. 

absence and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Snyder, who requests 
that the gentleman from Montgomery County, Mr. McGILL, be 
placed on leave. Without objection, the leave will be granted. 
The Chair hears no objection, and the leave is granted. 

Mr. MAITLAND. Thank you, Mr. speaker. 
I am going to bring us back to the original intent of the bill after / CONSIDERATION OF SB 161 CONTINUED 

this lengthy debate o;er various gun co~&ol issues, and one of the 
underlying provisions of SB 167 is to raise the criminal offense of 
harassment from a summary offense to a third-degree 
misdemeanor, and this amendment would strike that language and 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 
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YEAS132  1 Mrs. FORCIER offered the following amendment No. A4112: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Battiso 
Belardi 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Boyes 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Cam 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Corrigan 
Dailey 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
DiGirolamo 
DanaNcci 
Druce 
Eachus 
Egolf 

Bebko-Jones 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Blaum 
Browne 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Colafella 
Costa 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 

Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Cannon 
Geist 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Habay 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 

DeWeese 
Forcier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
George 
Giglioni 
Gmcela 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Herman 
LaGrona 
Lescovie 
Lev&nsky 

Manderino 
Marsico 
Masland 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Michlovic 
Miconie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Myen 
Naxlar 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Perzel 
Petrone 
Phillips 
Piwy 
Plam 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Roaney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sather 
saylor 

Lucyk 
Mann 
Markosek 
Mayemik 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Mundy 
Orie 
Pesci 
Petiarca 
Preston 
Roberts 
Rohrer 
Rufting 
Sainato 

khroder 
khuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Staback 
Srairs 
SIeil 
Stem 
Smttmaner 
Sturla 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Trello 
T N ~  
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Vmn 
Vitali 
Washington 
Waters 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblwd 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Satnuelson 
Santoni 
Scrimenti 
Shaner 
solobay 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Stevewan 
Sum 
Tangreni 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Walk0 
Williams 
Yudichak 

NOT VOTING-:! 

Laughlin Oliver 

Cornell Lawless Pistella Wilt 
Gruitza McGill Trich Ryan, 

Speakel 

The majority having voted in the affumative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the hill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Amend Title, page 1, line 6, by removing the period after "address" 
and inserting 

and for locking device for firearms. 
Amend Bill, page 7, line 1, by striking out all of said line and 

inserting 
Section 3. Title 18 is amended by adding a section to read: 

6 6142. Lockine device for firearms. 
(a) Offense defined.-Any licensed manufacturer, imoorter or dealer 

of firearms who sells. delivers or transfers anv handeun to anv oerson 
other than another licensee shall make available for ourchase to the 
transferee a lockine device for that firearm. 

(b) Exceptions.-Firearms for transfer to or mssession bv any 
Ian enforcement officer emploved bv an\ Federal, State or local 
go!,ernment cntln or ra~l ~ollcc emoloved and certified bv a ra~l camer 
as a nolrce officer are no1 sub~ect to thts xctlon 

(c) Penalties.-A violation of the ~rovisions of this section shall be 
a summarv offense. 

[dl Definitions.-As used in this section. "locking device" means: 
[ I )  a device that. when installed on a firearm. is designed 

to prevent the firearm from being ooerated without first deactivating 
the device: 

(2) a device incorporated into the desiw of the firearm that 
is designed to prevent the operation of the firearm bv anvone not 
havine access to the device: or 

(3) a safe. gun safe, rmn case. lock box or other device that 
is desiened to be or can be used to store a firearm and that is 
desiened to he unlocked onlv by means of a kev. a combination or 
other similar means. 
Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the lady from Crawford County, Representative 
Forcier. 

Mrs. FORCIER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I have introduced this amendment in order to make sure that 

fuearms dealers have available for purchase trigger locks, gun 
safes, and other locking devices for fuearms purchasers. Again, it 
is available for purchase. I feel that it is imperative that responsible 
fuearms owners make sure their guns cannot be accessed by 
children or criminals, and the statistics prove that f u e m  owners 
are takiig those precautionary measures. 

I do not, however, feel that it is imperative that we ensure riches 
for the manufacturers of trigger locks. This is a problem with 
mandatory language requiring the provision of a trigger lock at 
each sale. It does not do nearly as much for fuearms safety as  it 
does to make sure that those companies making trigger locks get 
rich. Gun safes and locking gun cases or cabinets are a bener 
solution, and most fuearm owners use these mechanisms. If you 
already own a gun safe, what is the point of having to pay extra 
money each time you purchase a gun so that the fuearms dealer 
can give you another trigger lock? I know many fuearms owners 
who keep their guns locked up in safes or cabinets and have a pile 
of these trigger locks gathering dust in their basement. 

Do not get me wrong; I think trigger locks should certainly 
he an option for those who wish to use the safety device. 
But let us not take the big-government, one-size-fits-all, 
who-knows-best-for-us approach. Let us take this opportunity to 
make sure that locking devices are available for purchase at 
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f u e m s  dealers, and then let us trust our citizens to act in their 
own best interest and choose the locking device that best suits our 
needs. I trust the good citizens of this Commonwealth; I trust our 
responsible fueanns owners. 

I would like to ask those of you who feel as I do that our 
citizens are worthy of our trust, that making mgger lock 
manufacturers rich does not m l a t e  into safety, I would ask those 
members to vote for my amendment, which is supported by the 
National Rifle Association. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Rooney. 

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I could not in any more forceful way rise to 

oppose the Forcier amendment. We have been debating SB 167 
now for approximately 4 hours, and the good, in my judgment, that 
has come of the debate and our votes so far is the adoption of the 
Gannon amendment that requires mandatory trigger locks for all 
sales of handguns. 

Mr. Speaker, let us be very, very clear about what is being 
attempted right now. A vote in favor of this amendment is to vote 
to a f f m  the status quo, and while I have a great deal of faith and 
confidence in law-abiding firearm owners, I also know that there 
is a problem that we are intending to address with the language 
contained in the Gannon amendment. Tlus amendment would strip 
the most fundamental and critical aspect of what we have done 
some hours ago. 

There are 17 States in this nation, and most recently, I would 
l i e  to point out, Governor Whitman in New Jersey signed into law 
a mandatory mgger lock provision. If we were to vote and ratify 
the Forcier amendment, we would be affirming the status quo. I 
think anybody, any reasoned individual, who looks at the statistics 
and sees the benefits that have been gained in those 17 States that 
have enacted a mandatory mgzer lock provision and the lives that 
have been saved would be hard pressed to vote for this amendment 
and gut the language that was contained in amendment 4099, the 
Gannon amendment. 

Mr. Speaker. again. to be clear, a vote for the Forcier 
amendment is a vote to weaken ,pn laws in Pennsylvania; it is a 
vote to undo all the food that has been done so far on the floor 
today. 

I respectfully ask my colleagues and I ask those of you who do 
not come from areas that arc urban or suburban, where the 
problems are substant~all) greater than they are in other areas 
where guns are more a pan ofthe culture, to understand our needs. 
Just as we go to pamstak~ng lengths to understand and ay to 
maintain a balance beween those of you who believe deeply and 
fumly in the Second .Amendment. understand that what we have 
done today has the potential in the Gannon amendment to save 
lives. 

This amendment is nothing more than a blatant anempt to 
eviscerate and strip and gut all the good that has been done so far 
by the Gannon amendment. I respectfully ask for a "no" vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from Montgomery County, 
Mr. Godshall. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
What this amendment does is change trigger lock language that 

was in the Gannon amendment. In the Gannon amendment, we said 
that any new gun purchased, if there was no trigger lock supplied 
with the gun, which, as I said earlier and said before, 90 percent of 
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handguns sold today by manufacturers come in a container which 
also contains a trigger lock, and it says that trigger locks must be 
made available if a handgun is purchased. To the best of my 
knowledge, I do not know of any stores down in the southeast that 
trigger locks are not available now. The amendment does 
absolutely nothmg that is not the status quo. In most stores in this 
State, trigger locks are available and have been available for a long 
period of time. So if you are going to be voting for this 
amendment, you will be taking out the mandatory trigger lock 
provision that was placed in the Gannon amendment. 

I am sticking with the Gannon amendment. I voted for the 
mandatory trigger locks. As I said, I thought it was a responsible 
action, and I am going to keep up with that vote and vote against 
this amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Evans. 

Mr. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
113, 104; 113, 104. 113 people voted for the Gannon 

amendment; 104 people voted for it the second time around. It 
would appear to me if the 113 people or the 104 people would just 
continue to stand for what they believe. Now, it is very hard for me 
to understand if 113 people and 104 people, 113 and 104, who felt 
one way an hour ago, one way an hour ago, and now that this 
amendment is being offered, suddenly would think about changing. 

I would only ask those people who have voted for the Gannon 
amendment to vote against this amendment. Representative 
Rooney and Representative Godshall and Representative Gannon, 
in my view, Democrats and Republicans working together on 
something that is just common sense, common sense. So it would 
appear to me that the 113 people who voted one way on the 
Gannon amendment would vote against this particular amendment. 

Again I would ask you to defeat this amendment. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Rooney, for the second time. 
Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, very briefly, it was suggested that 

one reason to vote for this amendment is because the NRA is for 
it, and I understand the power that certain groups have and wield 
in legislative dismcts across this Commonwealth, but I was taken 
aback by that remark, because it is to suggest that public policy for 
Pennsylvanians, from all areas and all walks of life, should 
somehow be dictated by a narrow special interest. I cannot say in 
any more strident way that the people of Pennsylvania expect more 
from us, more admittedly than what we are offering today, but we 
have begun to take a step. This amendment would undo that. I do 
not think the litmus test for legislation that should pass this 
chamber should be that it needs to have the blessing of any 
particular interest group, other than the interests of the people that 
we serve. 

I respectfully ask for a "no" vote on the Forcier amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the gentleman 

from Union County, Mr. Fairchild, is recognized. 
Mr. FAIRCJ3LD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I stand to support the Forcier amendment. There are a couple of 

things that have come to light since perhaps the 113 and the 
104 vote came to be. 

Number one is, there is no exception in the Gannon amendment 
for antique fnearms. This means that if you have someone thar 
collects Civil War pistols or whatever, they are going to have to, 
if they sell their collection, they are going to have to get trigger 
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locks. I am not sure they are even available for these types of old 
weapons. 

Secondly, I have heard that it only applies to new purchases. 
This is not correct. It applies to any purchase or aansfer of a 
weapon, especially if it is transferre& Well, it will have to be 
transferred, if it is a pistol, through a dealer. 

And thirdly, we talk about common sense, and I want to 
reiterate, does it make any common sense to have someone that has 
a gun safe - and believe me, many, many sportsmen in this 
Commonwealth believe in gun safes, have gun safes - does it make 
any common sense to require them to purchase a gun lock? You 
h o w ,  we could have perhaps got our heads together a little bit and 
said, what about if you just cemfy; sign here that this gun is going 
to be kept in a gun lock or a gun safe. Now, would that not make 
sense? You are going to have to go home and answer to your 
constituents who are going to say, what is wrong with you people; 
can you not understand that a safe is much more safe than a gun 
lock; do you not read; do you not study these issues? 

Casario 
Cawley 
Civera 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Corrigan 
costa 
curry 
Dailey 

Gladeck Myers 
Gcdshall O'Brien 
Hennessey Peml  
Hershey Plans 
Horsey Preston 
James Raymond 
Josephs Reinard 
Kaiser Rieger 
Keller Roberts 
Kenney Robinson 

NOT VOTING-1 

Oliver 

Lawless Pistella 
McGill Trich 

Trello 
Van Home 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wright 
Youngblood 

Wilt 
Ryan, 

Speaker 

I support the Forcier amendment and urge my fellow legislators 
to do the same. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 

question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Allen 
-11 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bmian 
Belardi 
Bmninghoff 
Blaum - 

Boyes 
Browne 
Chadwick 
Clark 
Colafella 
COY 
Daley 
Dally 
DeWeese 
Egolf 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Fleagle 
Foxier 
Geist 
George 

Adolph 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belfanti 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Bunt 
Butkovin 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 

Gordner 
Gmcela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasav 
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McCall 
Mcllham 
Metcalfe 
Miller, S. 
Nailor 
Nickol 
orie 
Pesci 

Herman Petrarca 
Hess Pewone 
Hutchinson Phillips 
~ a d l ~ w i e c  pimy 
Krehs Ramos 
LaGrotta Readshaw 
Leh Rohrer 
Lescov~n Raoney 
Lucyk Ross 
Lynch Sainato 
Maher Sather 
Maitland Saylor 
Major Schroder 
Markosek Scnmenii 
Masland Semmel 
Mayernik 

DeLuca Kirkland 
Dempsey Laughlin 
Dermcdy Lederer 
DiGirolamo Levdansky 
Donatucci Mandenno 
Druce Mann 
Eachus Marsico 
Evans McGeehan 
Feese Mcllhinney 
Fichter McNaughtan 
Flick Melio 
Frankel Michlovic 
Freeman Micowie 
Gannan Miller, R. 
Giglioni Mundy 

Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Smnmaner 
S m  
Taylor, E. Z. 
Tigue 
True 
T"lli 
Vance 
Veon 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 

Rwbuek 
Ruhley 
Ruffing 
Samuelson 
Santoni 
Schuler 
Snyder 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stetlei 
SNrla 
Tangreni 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Travaglio 

not agreed to. I 
On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on thud consideration as 

amended? 

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the 
gentleman, Mr. James, would like to offer an amendment which 
was filed late. Does the gentleman wish to make a motion to 
suspend the mles so that he can offer that amendment? 

Mr. JAMES. Yes. Mr. S~eaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. What is the amendment number? 

Is it 4164, Mr. James? 
Mr. JAMES. That is correct, Mr. Speaker; A4164. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you. 
Moved by the gentlema.& Mr. James, that the rules of the House 

be suspended so that he may offer amendment A4164 to SB 167. 

I On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the majority leader. 

Mr. PEFZEL. Mr. Speaker, everyone had plenty of time to file 
their amendments. You saw the long list thaf was on there. For that 
reason I would oppose the suspension of the mles. 

I On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

I The following roll call was recorded: 

Banisto Eachus Mann Santoni 
Bebko-Jones Evans Markosek Scrimenti 
Belardi Frankel Mayemik Shsncc 
Belfanti Freeman McCall Solobay 
Bishop George McGeehan Staback 
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Blaum Giglioni 
Butkovia Gordner 
Buxton Grucela 
Caltagimne Haluska 
Cappebianca Harhai 
Cam Horsey 
Casono James 
Cawley Josephs 
Cohen. M. Kaiser 
Calafella Keller 
Corriean Kirkland 
costa 
COY 
curri 
DeLuca 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
Donatucci 

Adolph 
Allen 
AIgall 
Armstron. 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m  
Bactian 
Benntnphoff 
Birmelin 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bun1 
Chadwtck 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymei 
Cohen, L. I.  
Datley 
Daley 
Dally 
Dernpsey 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 
Epolf 

Melio 
Miehlovic 
Mmdy 
Myen 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Petrama 
Petrone 
Preston 
Ramos 
Readshaw 

LaGrotta Riegeer 
Laughlin Robinson 
Lederer Roebuck 
Lescovia Rmney 
Levdansky Ruffing 
Lucyk Sainata 
Manderino Samuelson 

Fairchild Maitland 
Fargo Major 
Feese Marsico 
Fichter Masland 
Fleagle Mcllhamn 
Flick Mcllhinney 
Farcier McNaughton 
Cannon Metcalfe 
Geist 
Gladeck 
Gadshall 
Habay 
Hanna 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessev 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Kenney 
Krebs 
Leh 
Lpch 
Maher 

Micoeie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Orie 
Penel 
Phillips 
pimy 
Platts 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Roberts 
Rohrer 
ROSS 
Rubley 
Sather 

Stetler 
Sturla 
Surra 
Tangreni 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglia 
Trello 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wojnaraski 
Youngblaad 
Yudichak 

Saylor 
khroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Smith, El. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Smmnaner 
Tavlor. E. 2. . . 
Taylor, J. 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
W o w  
Wright 
Yewcic 
Zimmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTING4 

Cornell Lawless Pistella Wilt 
Gruitla McGill Tnch Ryan, 

Swaker 

Less than the majority required by the rules having voted in the 
affumative, the question was determined in the negative and the 
motion was not agreed to. 

O n  the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. MICHLOVIC offered the following amendment No. 
A3296: 

Amend Title, page I, line 5, by striking out "and" 
Amend Title, page I, line 6, by removing the period after "address" 

and inserting 
; and further providing for sale of firearms. 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 13, by striking out "and 5504" and 
;".adinn ... "" ..... 

, 5504 and 61 1 l(b) 
Amend Bill, page 6, by inserting after line 30 

p 61 1 I. Sale or transfer of firearms. 
* * * 
(b) Duty of seller.-No oerson. licensed importer, licensed 

manufacturer or licensed dealer shall sell or deliver anv firearm to another 
person, other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacmrer, licensed 
dealer or licensed collector, until the conditions of subsection (a) have 
been satisfied and until he has: 

( I )  For purposes of a firearm as defined in section 6102 
(relating to definitions), obtained a completed applicationirecord of 
sale from the potential buyer or transferee to be filled out in 
triplicate, the original copy to be sent to the Pennsylvania State 
Police, postmarked via first class mail, within 14 days of the sale, 
one copy to be retained by the licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer or licensed dealer for a period of 20 years and one 
c o w  to be orovided to the ourchaser or transferee. The form of this . . 
applicationirecord of sale shall be no more than one page in length 
and shall be promulgated by the Pennsylvania State Police and 
provided by the licensed importer, licensed manufacturer or 
licensed dealer. The applicationirecord of sale shall include the 
name, address, birthdate, gender, race, physical description and 
Social Security number of the purchaser or mnsferee, the date of 
the a~plication and the caliber. leneth of barrel. make. model and . . 
manufacturer's number of the firearm to b e  purchased or 
transferred. 

(1.1) On the date of publication in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin of a notice by the Pennsylvania State Police that the 
instantaneous records check has been implemented, all of the 
following shall apply: 

(i) In the event of an electronic failure under 
section 61 1 I. l(b)(2) (relating to Pennsylvania State Police) 
for purposes of a firearm which exceeds the barrel and 
related lengths set forth in section 6102, obtained a 
completed application/record of sale from the potential 
buyer or transferee to be filled out in triplicate, the original 
copy to be sent to the Pennsylvania State Police, 
postmarked via first class mail, within 14 days of sale, 
one copy to be retained by the licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer or licensed dealer for a period of 20 years and 
one copy to be provided to the purchaser or transferee. 

(ii) The form of the applicationirecord of sale shall 
be no more than one naee in leneth and shall be . - - 
promulgated by the Pennsylvania State Police and provided 
by the licensed importer, licensed manufacturer or licensed 
dealer. 

(iii) For purposes of conducting the criminal 
history, juvenile delinquency and mental health records 
background check which shall be completed within 
ten days of receipt of the information from the dealer, the 
applicationlrecord of sale shall include the name, 
address, birthdate, gender, race, physical description and 
Social Security number of the purchaser or transferee and 
the date of application. 

(iv) No information regarding the Nne of firearm 
need be included other than an;ndication that the firearm 
exceeds the barrel lengths set forth in section 6102. 
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(v) Unless it has been discovered pursuant to a 
criminal history, juvenile delinquency and mental health 
records background check that the potential purchaser or 
transferee is prohibited from possessing a firearm pursuant 
to section 6105 (relating to persons not to possess, use, 
manufacture, control, sell or transfer firearms), no 
information on the applicationirecord of sale provided 
pursuant to this subsection shall be retained as precluded 
by section 61 1 1.4 (relating to registration of firearms) by 
the Pennsylvania State Police either through retention of 
the applicationirecord of sale or by entering the information 
onto a computer, and, further, an applicationlrecord of sale 

(6) Unless it has been discovered pursuant to a criminal 
history, juvenile delinquency and mental health records background 
check that the potential purchaser or transferee is prohibited from 
possessing a firearm pursuant to section 6105, no information 
received via telephone following the implementation of the 
instantaneous background check system from a purchaser or 
transferee who has received a unique approval number shall be 
retained by the Pennsylvania State Police. 

(7) For purposes of the enforcement of 18 U.S.C. 
8 922(d)(9), &)(I) and (s)(l) (relating to unlawful acts), in the 
event the criminal history or juvenile delinquency background 
check indicates a conviction for a misdemeanor that the 

completion of the criminal history, juvenile delinquency 
and mental health records background check. 
(1.2) Fees collected under paragraph (3) and 

section 61 11.2 (relating to firearm sales surcharge) shall be 
transmitted to the Pennsylvania State Police within 14 days of 
collection. 

(1.3) In addition to the criminal penalty under section 61 19 
(relating to violation penalty), any person who knowingly and 
intentionally maintains or fails to destroy any information submitted 
to the Pennsylvania State Police for purposes of a background 
check pursuant to paragraphs (1.1) and (1.4) or violates 
section 61 11.4 shall be subject to a civil penalty of $250 per 
violation, entry or failure to destroy. 

(1.4) Following implementation of the instantaneous 
records check by the Pennsylvania State Police on or before 
December 1, 1998, no applicationirecord of sale shall be completed 
for the purchase or transfer of a firearm which exceeds the barrel 
lengths set forth in section 6102. A statement shall be submitted by 

received by the Pennsylvania state Police pursuant to this 
subsection shall be destroved within 72 hours of the 

the-dealer to the Pennsylvania State Police, posmarked via fint 
class mail, within 14 days of the sale, containing the number of 
firearms sold which exceed the barrel and related lengths set forth 
in section 6102, the amount of surcharge and other fees remitted 
and a list of the unique approval numbers given pursuant to 
paragraph (4), together with a statement that the background checks 
have been performed on the firearms contained in the statement. 
The form of the statement relating to performance of background 
checks shall be promulgated by the Pennsylvania State Police. 

(2) Inspected photoidentification of the potential purchaser 
or transferee, including, but not limited to, a driver's license, 
official Pennsylvania photoidentification card or official 
government photoidentification card. In the case of a potential 
buyer or transferee who is a member of a recognized religious sect 
or community whose tenets forbid or discourage the taking of 
photographs of members of that sect or community, a seller shall 
accept a valid-without-photo driver's license or a combination of 
documents, as prescribed by the Pennsylvania State Police, 
containing the applicant's name, address, date of birth and the 
signature of the applicant. 

(3) Requested by means of a telephone call that the 
Pennsylvania State Police conduct a criminal history, juvenile 
delinquency history and a mental health record check. The 
purchaser and the licensed dealer shall provide such information as 
is necessary to accurately identify the purchaser. The requester shall 
be charged a fee equivalent to the cost of providing the service but 

I Pennsylvania Stare Police cannot determine is or is not related to an 
act of domestic violence. the Pennsvlvania State Police shall issue ~ ~ 

a temporary delay of the approvai of the purchase or transfer. 
During the temporary delay, the Pennsylvania State Police shall 
conduct a review or investigation of the conviction with courts, 
local police depaltments, district attorneys and other law 
enforcement or related institutions as necessary to determine 
whether or not the misdemeanor conviction involved an act of 
domestic violence. The Pennsylvania State Police shall conduct the 
review or investigation as expeditiously as possible. No firearm 
may be transferred by the dealer to the purchaser who is the subject 
of the investigation during the temporary delay. The Pennsylvania 
State Police shall notify the dealer of the termination of the 
temporary delay and either deny the sale or provide the unique 
approval number under paragraph (4). 
t * *  

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman kom Allegheny County, MI. Michlovic. 

Mr. MICHLOVIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, my amendment closes a loophole in the current 

gun laws with regard to gun show sales. Right now we require that 
persons selling handguns at gun shows are required to do a 
background check but persons selling long guns and shotguns are 
not. My amendment would require that all weapons sold at 
gun shows also have a background check. 

This serves to do two things. One, it closes the loophole with 
regard to somebody getting a weapon without having to go through 
a background check, and believe me, that is a large loophole, and 
those people that would wish to do violence with that weapon 
know about that loophole, and that is where they would acquire the 
weapos and police investigative repolts show that there have been 
such cases of people acquiring weapons at gun shows by people 
because they simply do not have to get a background check. But it 
does another thing. By adding the words "no person" to "licensed 
importer, licensed manufacturer or licensed dealer," it helps 
address the straw purchase issue as well. It would place a legal 
requirement on that person choosing to buy weapons and resell 
them to some other person. It places them now under the law, and 
they would have to have a background check, and it would add a 

not to exceed $2 per buyer or transferee. I serious deterrent to somebody engaging in that kind of activity. 

. .. ~~ ~~ ~~ 

purcThaser. This receiptshall be prima facie evidence of the 1 have a track record with the purchases and the checks, 

(4) ~eceived a unique approval number for that inquiry 
from the Pennsylvania State Police and recorded the date and the 
number on the applicationlrecord of sale form. 

( 5 )  Issued a receipt containing the information from 
~aramaoh (4). includine the uniaue aooroval number of the 

purchaser's or transferee's compliance with the provisions of this 
section. 

I would, for those reasons, sub&; totthe members of the H ; ~  
that this is a reasonable amendment and is a reasonable way of 
going about not only closing the loophole on the background 
checks that all purchased And we now 

and hunters, target shooters, everybody has gone through these 
background checks, and they have become more and more 
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&. G O D S ~ L .  G hank you, Mr. Speaker. 
What this amendment does, at least in my estimation, is it says 

that any private person who sells a rifle or shotgun or gives a rifle 
or shotgun to any person, including your own family, you have to 
go and get a background check. How you are going to do it, I am 
not sure. In order to get into the system, you have to have an 
ID number, which all dealers have, and then you must fill out 
forms, which the dealers have, which a private person does not 
have available. And as I read this, for a handgun, which you must 
sell through a dealer, that is section (c) - this does not amend 
section (c); it amends section (b) - and section (c) eliminates sales 
for handguns in your immediate family from going through a 
dealer, but this, by amending section (b), says that any person 
giving or selling any kind of a long gun to his family or anybody 
else is going to have to go through the record check system, which 
is not available to him. 

So I oppose this amendment. I ask for a "no" vote. 

comfortable as we have progressed in this process with that 
process. I would submit to you that by closing that loophole of the 
background checks for people with shotguns and long rifles and, 
very importantly, adding the words "no person" to "licensed 
importer, licensed manufacturer or licensed dealer," we are closing 
a loophole on the s t aw  purchasers. We are putting them on notice 
that they may not engage in that kind of activity. They are now 
required under law, any transfer of a weapon of any kind, they are 
going to have to be under the law and subject to a background 
check and the purchaser as well. So it really places a tremendous 
restriction on somebody trying to resell arms to kids or minors. 

I would ask for these reasons that the members support the 
amendment and pass my amendment on the background checks. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recormizes the zentleman. Mr. Godshall. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

Belfanti Gladeck Micozzie Staback 
Benninghoff Godshall 
Bimelin 

Miller, R. Stain 
Gordner Miller, S. Steelman 

~l~~~ Gmcela Mundy Steil 
Boyes Habay Nailor Stem 
Broune Haluska Nick01 Stevenson 
Bunt 
Casono 

Hanna O'Brien Sttirrmatter 
Harhai Oliver . Smla 

cawley Harhan One S w a  
Chadwick Hasay Perzel Tanmetti 
Civera Hennessey Pescl Taylor, E. Z. 
Clark Herman Petrarca Taylor, J. 
clymer Hershey Phillips Tigue 
c,],fe~~a Hess P~PPY Travaglio 
Costa Hutchinson Plans Trello 
Coy Jadlowiec Raymond True 
Dailey Kaiser Readshaw Tulli 
Daley Kenney 'Reinard Vance 
h l l y  Krebs Robem van Home 
DeLuca ~ a ~ r o t t a  Rohrer V a n  

The following roll call was recorded: 

Bebko-Jones Cuny Manderino Rmney 
Bishop Donatucci Melio Santoni 
Buhovia Evans Michlovic Stetler 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cahen, M. 
comgan 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argdll 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Banisto 
Belardi 

FTankel 
Horny 
James 
Jorephs 
Keller 
Kirkland 
Lederer 

Fargo 
Feese 
Fiehter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 

Myen 
Penone 
Preston 
Ramas 
Rieger 
Robinson 
Rwbuck 

Mann 
Markosek 
Mmico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Mcllham 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Metcalfe 

Thomas 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Youngblood 

Sehroder 
Schuler 
Scnmenti 
SemmeI 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 

Dempsey 
Dermady 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 
Eachus 
Egalf 
Fairchild 

Laughlin ROSS W o w  
Leh Rubley Wojnaroski 
Lescovia Ruffing Wright 
Lucyk Sainato Yewcic 
Lynch Samuelson Yudichak 
Maher Sather Zirnmeman 
Maitiand Saylar zug 
Major 

NOT VOTING1 

Comell Lawless Pistella Wilt 
Gruitza McGill Tnch Ryan, 

Speakei 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question retuning, 
Will the House agree to the bill on thud consideration as 

amended? 

MOTION TO RECONSIDER 
AMENDMENT A4103 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is in receipt of a 
reconsideration motion filed by the gentleman, Mr. Casorio, who 
moves that the vote by which amendment A4103 was passed to 
SB 167 be reconsidered. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, for consistency's sake, we are 

going to be asking that the members vote "no" on all the 
reconsideration motions, and I do not think it would be fair or 
appropriate to make an exception at this time. So I am asking the 
members to please vote "no" on the reconsideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Veon. 
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Mr. VEON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, on this particular vote, I think it was clear from a 

number of conversations, certainly with members on the 
Democratic side, that there was a lot of confusion on this 
amendment, and the language was indicating possibly a reduction 
in the penalty for stalking in the State of Pennsylvania, and a lot of 
members on this side wanted to make sure that they had an 
opportunity to clearly understand what that amendment was and 
have an opportunity to cast a vote accordingly. We do this fairly 
routinely on these kinds of confusing issues, so I would ask for an 
a f f i a t i ve  vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blawn 
Butkovia 
Buxton 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casono 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
costa 
QY 
Curry 
DeLuca 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DonaNcci 
Eachus 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. 1. 
Conigan 
Dailey 
Daiey 
Dally 
Dempsey 
DiGirolamo 
Dmce 
Egolf 

Evans 
Frankel 
Freeman 
George 
Giglioni 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
lames 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kirkland 
LaGrom 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Lescovin 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Manderino 
Mann 
Markosek 

Fairchiid 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Cannon 
Geisr 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Habay 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennersey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Jowphs 
Kenney 
k b s  
Leh 
Lynch 

Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Melio 
Michlavic 
Mundy 
Myers 
Oliver 
Pexi  
Petrarca 
Petrane 
Presto" 
Ramas 
Readshaw 
Rieger 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rwney 
Ruffing 
Sainata 
Samuelson 
Sanioni 
Scnmenti 

Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Metcalfe 
Micozzie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Bnen 
Orie 
Perzel 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Roberts 
Rohrer 
Ross 

Shaner 
Solobay 
Staback 
Steelman 
Sturla 
Surra 
Tangreni 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waten 
Williams 
Wojwoski 
Yewcic 
Youngblwd 
Yudichak 

Rubley 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schulei 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Smith, B. 
Smith. S. H. 
Snyder 
Stairs 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
w o w  
Wright 
Zimmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTING2 

Caltagirone Stetier 

Comell Lawless Pistella Wilt 
Gruitza McGill Trich Ryan. 

Speaker 

Less than the majority having voted in the a h t i v e ,  the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
~greeable to the provisions i f  the constitution, the yeas and 

nays will now be taken. 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Argall 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Bishop 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitr 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Cawley 
Civera 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Conigan 
Costa 
CUT 
Dailey 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Demody 

Allen 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bastian 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bmninghoff 
Bimelin 

Y E P  

DiGirolamo 
DonaNcci 
Dmce 
Evans 
Fichter 
Flick 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Cannon 
Gigliom 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Haluska 
Harhan 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Horsey 
James 
losephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Levdansky 
Maher 

Fleagle 
Forcier 
Geist 
George 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Hanna 

i S 1 1 7  

Mann 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McGeehan 
Mcllhinney 
Melia 
Michlovic 
Micoaie 
Miller, R. 
Mundy 
Myen 
Nailar 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Perzel 
Petrone 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rwney 
ROSS 

Major 
Markosek 
McCall 
Mcllhartan 
McNaughton 
Metcalfe 
Miller, S. 
Nickol 

Rufing 
Samuelson 
Santoni 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Snyder 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stetler 
Smla 
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
T i p  
Trello 
Tulli 
Vance 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wrieht 

Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stem 
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Blaum Harhai Orie Stevenson 
Casorio Pexi Strinmaner I BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

Hasay 
Chadwick 
Clark 
COY 
Daley 
DeWeese 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Fairchild 

Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Krebs 
LaGrotta 
Leh 
Lescovitz 
Lucvk 

Petrarca 
Phillips 
Readshau 
Roberts 
Rohrer 
Sainato 
Sather 
Savlor 

Surra 
Travaglio 
True 
Van Home 
Vean 
Yewcic 
Yudichak 
Z i m m e m n  

Fargo Lynch Scrimenti zug 
Feese Maitland 

The House proceeded to thud consideration of HB 358, 
PN 371, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for neglect of care-dependent 
person. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

NOT VOTING4 I Mr. GEORGE offered the following amendment No. A3420: 

I Amend Sec. 1, page I ,  lines.6 through 8, bv striking out all of said 

Camel1 Lawiess Pistella Wilt 
Gmitra McGill Trich Ryan, 

Speaker 

. - - - 
lines and inserting 

Section I .  Section 2713(e) and the definition of "caretaker" in 
subsection (f) of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are 
amended to read: 

Amend Sec. I (Sec. 2713), page I ,  by inserting between lines 10 
and I I 

(el Treatment in conformance with care-dependent oerson's right 

I 
. . 

in which the concurrence of the-Senate is requested. compliance with a care-dependent person's advance directive for 
health care as provided in 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 54 (relating to advance 
directive for health care): 

The required by the having "Ied in the 
affirmative,the question was determined in the affirmative and the 
bill passed finally. 

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with the 
~nformation that the House has passed the same with amendment 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

to accept or refuse services.-A caretaker or any other individual or faciity 
may offer an affirmative defense to charges filed pursuant to this section 
if the caretaker, individual or facility can demonstrate through [a 
preponderance of the] clear and convincing evidence that the alleged 

result directly from: 
f 1 ) the caretaker's. individual's or facilitv's lawful 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair returns to leaves of 
absence and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Snyder, who requests 
that the gentleman. Mr. ROHRER, be placed on leave. Without 
objection, the leave will be granted. The Chair hears no objection, 
and the leave is granted. 

VOTE CORRECTIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tcmpore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Rooney. r~be" 

Mr. ROONEY. To correct the record, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. ROOMY. After argulnf forcefully against amendment 

A4112, I inadvertently voted for it. I would like my vote to be 
reflected as "no." 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman's remarks will be 
spread upon the record. 

For what purpose does the gentleman, Mr. Sturla, rise? 
Mr. STURLA. To correct the record, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, on amendment A4103 to SB 167, I was 

incorrectly recorded in the affirmative. I wish to be recorded in the 
negative on that amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman's remarks will be 
spread upon the record. 

I 
. . 

(2) the caretaker's, individual's or facility's lawful 
compliance with the care-dependent person's written, signed and 
witnessed instructions, composed when the care-dependent person 
is competent as to the treatment he wishes to receive; 

(3) the caretaker's, individual's or facility's lawful 
compliance with the direction of the care-dependent person's 
attorney-in-fact acting pursuant to a lawful durable power of 

I attorney; or 
(4) the caretaker's, individual's or facility's lawful 

comoliance with a "Do Not Resuscitate" order written and siened - 
by the care-dependent person's attending physician. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Clearfield, Mr. George. 

Mr. GEORGE. I ask that the Speaker give me a moment here, 
please. 

Mr. Speaker, the amendment raises the threshold to a 
preponderance of evidence. This is needed very badly in this hill, 
and it is an agreed-to amendment, Mr. Speaker. 

On  the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Egolf Major Sather 
Allen Evans Manderino Saylor 
Argall Fairchild Mann Schroder 
Armstrong Fargo Markosek Schuler 
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Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m  
Bastian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Browe 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casario 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Comgan 
Corn 
COY 
curry 
Dailev 

Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gmcela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 

Marsica 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhiiney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Micoaie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myen 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
One 
Peml 
Pesci 
Petram 
Peuane 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 

Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyfefl 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Salobay 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimaner 
Shlrla 
sum 
Tangretti 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Tme 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walka 
Washington 
Waters 

 ale; LaGrotta Robinson Williams 
Dally Laughlin Roebuck Wogan 
DeLuca Lederer Rmney Wojnaroski 
D e m ~ s e ~  Leh Ross Wright 
Dermody LescoviQ Rubley Yewcic 
DeWeese Levdansky Rufting Youngbload 
DiGirolama Lucyk Sainato Yudichak 

CHAPTER 95 
MINIMUM WAGES 

Sec. 
9501. Declaration of policy. 
9502. Short title of chapter. 
9503. Definitions. 
9504. Minimum wages. 
9505. Exemptions. 
9506. Minimum Wage Advisory Board. 
9507. Investigations. 
9508. Duty of employer. 
9509. Enforcement, rules and regulations. 
9510. Unconstitutionality. 
951 1. Penalties. 
9512. Civil actions. 
5 9501. Declaration of policy. 

' 

Employees are employed in some occupations in this 
Commonwealth for wages unreasonably low and not fairly commensurate 

1 with the value of the services rendered. Such a condition is contrary to 
public interest and public policy commands its regulation. Employees 
employed in such occupations are not as a class on a level of equality in 
bargaining with their employers in regard to minimum fair wage 
standards, and "freedom of contract" as applied to their relations with 
their employers is illusory. Judged by any reasonable standard, wages in 
such occupations are often found to bear no relation to the fair value of 
the services rendered. In the absence of effective minimum fair wage rates 
for employees, the depression of wages by some employers constitutes a 
serious form of unfair competition against other employers, reduces the 
ourchasine. vower of the workers and threatens the stabilihi of the - .  
economy. The evils of unreasonable and unfair wages as they affect some 
employees employed in this Commonwealth are such as to render 
imperative the exercise of the police power of the Commonwealth for the 
protection of industry and of the employees employed therein and of the 
public interest of the community at large. 
6 9502. Short title of chaoter. 

Donamcci Lynch Samuelson Zimmennan This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Minimum 
Druce Maher Santoni zug 
Eaehus Maitland Wage Act. I 6 " 9503. Definitions. 

I " The followine, words and phrases when used in this chaoter shall 

NOT V O T I N G 4  

Cornell ~ f f i i l l  ~ n c h  Ryan, 
Gruitza Pistella Will Speaker 
Lawless Rohrer 

have the meanings &en to them.in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 

"Board." The Minimum Wage Advisory Board created by this 
chapter. 

"Department." The Department of Labor and Industry of the 
Commonwealth. 

"Employ." includes to permit to work. 
"Employee." Includes any individual employed by an employer. 
"Employer." Includes any individual, partnership, association, 

corporation, business trust or any person or group of persons acting, 
directly or indirectly, in the interest of an employer in relation to any 
employee. 

"Gratuities." Voluntary monetary contributions received by an 
employee from a guest, paeon or customer for services rendered. 

The majority having voted in  the affrmative, the question was "Occupation." Any industry, trade, business, service or 
employment or class or group thereof in which individuals are gainfully 

determined in the affrmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to  the bill on third consideration? 

MI. COHEN offered the following amendment No. A3431: 

Amend Title, page I, line 3, by removing the period after "person" 
and inserting 

; and providing for minimum wages. 
Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting between lines 16 and 17 
Section 2. Title 18 is amended by adding a chapter to read: 

~~~~ , ~- 

"Secretary." The Secretary of Labor and industry of the 
Commonwealth. 

"Wage." Paid to any employee includes the reasonable cost, as 
determined by the Secretary of Labor and Industry, to the employer for 
furnishing such employee with board, lodging or other facilities, if such 
board, lodging or other facilities are customarily furnished by such 
employer to his employees. The cost of board, lodging or other facilities 
shall not be included as a part of the wage paid m any employee to the 
extent it is excluded therefrom under the terms of a bona fide collective 
bargaining agreement applicable to the particular employee and the 
Secretary of Labor and Industry is authorized to determine the fair value 
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of such board, lodging or other facilities for defined classes of employees 
and in defined areas, based on average cost to the employer or to groups 
of employers similarly situated, or average value to groups of employees, 
or other appropriate measures of fair value. These evaluations, where 
applicable and pertinent, shall be used in lieu of actual measure of cost in 
determining the wage paid to any employee. In determining the hourly 
wage of a tipped employee, the amount paid such employee by his 
employer shall be deemed to be increased on account of tips by an amount 
determined by the employer, but not by an amount in excess of 45% of 
the applicable minimum wage rate upon the effective date of this chapter. 
The amount of the increase on account of tips determined by the employer 
may not exceed the value of tips actually received by the employee. The 
previous sentence shall not apply with respect to any tipped employee 
unless: 

( I )  The employee has been informed by the employer of 
the provisions of this definition. 

(2) All tips received by such employee have been retained 
by the employee and shall not be surrendered to the employer to be 
used as wages to satisfy the requirement to pay the current hourly 
minimum rate in effect; where the gratuity is added to the charge 
made by the establishment, either by the management, or by the 
customer, the gratuity shall become the property of the employee; 
except that this definition shall not be construed to prohibit the 
poolin_e of tips among employees who customarily and regularly 
receive tips. 
"Wages." Compensation due to any employee by reason of his 

employment, payable in legal tender of the United States or checks on 
banks convertible into cash on demand at full face value, subject to such 
deductions, charges or allowances as may be permitted by regulations of 
the Secretary of Labor and Industry under section 9509 (relating to 
enforcement, rules and regulations). 
$ 9504. Minimum wages. 

(a) Rates.-Except as may otherwise be provided under this chapter, 
every employer shall pay to each employee wages for all hours worked at 
a rate of not less than: 

( I )  $5.65 an hour 30 days after the effective date of this 
chapter. 

(2) $6.15 an hour beginning May I, 2000. 
(3) Beginning May 1, 2001, and every May I thereafter, 

the minunurn wage shall be increased to the poveny level for a 
family of three, as set forth by the Department of Health and 
Human Services, divided by 2080, rounded up to the nearest 
I P  increment. In the event that this formula produces an increase of 
over 506 an hour the secretary shall increase the minimum wage by 
506. T h i w  days prior to May 1, the secretary shall publish in the . . .  
Pennsylvania Bulletin notice of the new wage rate. 
(bi Federal law.-If the minimum waee set forth in the Fair Labor 

standards Act of 1938 (52 Stat. 1060, 29 U.S.C. 4 201 et seq.) is 
increased above the level required by this section, the minimum wage 
shall match the levels of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. 

(c) Regulation.-The secretary, to the extent necessary to prevent 
curtailment of employment opportunities, shall by re.qlations provide for 
the employment of leaners-and students, under specla1 certificates at 
waees lower than the mmlmum waee aoolicable under this section. and - " .. 
subject to such limitations as to number, proportion and length of service 

~ ~ - 

as the secretary shall prescribe. The minimum wage prescribed under this 
subsection shall not be less than 85% of the otherwise aoolicable waee . . - 
rate in effect under this section. A special certificate issued under this 
subsection shall provide that six or fewer students for whom it is issued 
shall, except during vacation periods, be employed on a part-time basis 
and not in excess of 20 hours in any workweek at a subminimum rate. In 
the case of an employer who intends to employ seven or more students, 
at a subminimum rate, the secretary may issue a special certificate only if 
the employer certifies to the secretary that employment of such students 
will not create a substantial probability of reducing the full-time 
employment opportunities for other workers. 

(d) Overtime.-Employees shall be paid for overtime not less than 
one and one-half times the emnlovee's regular rate as prescribed in . . - 
regulations promulgated by the secretary. Students employed in seasonal 
occupations as defined and delimited by regulations promulgated by the 
secretary may, by such regulations, be excluded from the overtime 
provisions of this chapter. The secretan shall promulgate regulations with 
respect to overtime kbject to the limkations-that nopay for overtime in 
addition to the regular rate shall be required except for hours in excess of 
40 hours in a workweek. 

(e) Impairment.-An employee whose earning capacity is impaired 
by physical or mental deficiency or injury may be paid less than the 
applicable minimum wage if eitber a license specifying a wage rate 
commensurate with the employee's productive capacity has been obtained 
by the employer from the secretary or a Federal certificate is obtained 
under section 14(c) of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. A license 
obtained from the secretary shall be granted only upon joint application 
of employer and employee. 
5 9505. Exemptions. 

(a) Double exemptions.-Employment in the following 
classifications shall be exempt from both the minimum wage and overtime 
provisions of this chapter: 

( I )  Labor on a f a m .  
(2) Domestic services in or about the private home of the 

employer. 
(3) Delivery of newspapers to the consumer. 
(4) In connection with the publication of any weekly, 

semiweekly or daily newspaper with a circulation of less than 
4,000, the major part of which circulation is within the county 
where published or counties contiguous thereto. 

(5) In a bona fide executive, administrative, or professional 
capacity, including any employee employed in the capacity of 
academic administrative oersonnel or teachers in elementan or 
secondary schools, or in the capacity of outside salesman, as such 
terms are defined and delimited from time to time by regulations of 
the secretary, except that an employee of a retail or service 
establishment shall not be excluded from the definition of employee 
employed in a bona fide executive or administrative capacity 
because of the number of hours in his workweek which he devotes 
to activities not directly or closely related to the performance of 
executive administrative activities, if less than 40% of his hours 
worked in the workweek are devoted to such activities. 

( 6 )  In the activities of an educational. charitable, religious . . . - 
or nonprofit organization where the employer-employee 
relationship does not in fact exist or where the senices are rendered 
to such organization gratuitously. 

(7) In seasonal employment, if the employee is under 
18 years of age, or if a student under 24 years of age, by a nonprofit 
health or welfare agency engaged in activities dealing with 
handicapped or exceptional children or by a nonprofit day or 
resident seasonal recreational camp for campers under the age of 
18 years, which operates for a period of less than three months in 
any one year. 

(8) In employment by an establishment which is a public 
amusement or recreational establishment, organized camp or 
religious or nonprofit educational conference center, if: 

(i) it does not operate for more than seven months 
in any calendar year; or 

(ii) during the preceding calendar year, its average 
receipts for any six months of such year were not more than 
33 113% of its average receipts for the other six months of 
such year. 
(9) Golf caddy. 
(10) In employment as a switchboard operator employed 

by an independently owned public telephone company which has 
not more than 750 stations. 

(I 1) Employees not subject to civil service laws who hold 
elective off~ce or are on the personal staff of such an officeholder, 



LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL-HOUSE NOVEMBER 9 . 

are immediate advisers to him, or are appointed by him to serve on 
a policy-makinf! level. 

(3) Submit its report, including recommendations for the 
promulgation of rules and regulations, to the secretary, who shall 

chapter: 
(1) Seaman. 
(2) Any salesman, partsman or mechanic primarily engaged 

in selling and servicing automobiles, trailers, hucks, firm 
implements or aircraft if employed by a nonmanufacturing 
establishment primarily engaged in the business of selling such 
vehicles to ultimate purchasers. 

(3) Any driver employed by an employer engaged in the 
business of operating taxicabs. 

(b) overtimi exemptions.-Employment in the following I 
classifications shall be exemot from the overtime nrovisions of this 

(4) employee employed as an announcer, news editor, 
or chief eneineer bv a radio or television station. the maior studio 

within 30 days thereafter accept such repon or refer itto the board 
for further consideration and consultation. If the r e w n  is referred 

- 
of which is located: 

to the board for funher consideration, the secretary shall, in 
consultation with the board, modify, amend, or otherwise act upon 
such report within 60 days thereafter. Rules and regulations 
developed and promulgated hereunder shall be published and any 
person aggrieved thereby shall have a right of review. 

4 9507. Investigations. 
The secretaty or his representative shall have authority to 

investigate and ascertain the wages of persons employed in any 
occupation in this Comnweal*, enter and inspect the place of business 
or employment of any employer in any occupation in this Commonwealth 
at any reasonable time, for the purpose of examining and inspecting any 
records of any such employer thaf in any way relate to wages, hours, or 

- - 
compiled by the Bureau of the Census, except where such 
city or town is part of a standard metropolitan statistical 
area, as defined and designated by the Bureau of the 
Budget, which has a total population in excess of L00,OOO; 

(i) in a city or town of 100,000 population or less, 
accordine to the latest available decennial census fieures as 

or 
(ii) in a city or town of 25,000 population or less, 

which is Dart of such an area but is at Least 40 airline miles 

~. 
other conditions of emplo$nent of any such employees; copy any or all 
of such records as he or his authorized reoresentative mav deem necessarv 

from the principal city in such area. 
(5) Any employee engaged in the processing of maple sap 

into sugar (other than refined sugar) or syrup. 
(6) Employment by an establishment which is a motion 

picture theater. 
(7) Any employee of a motor camer with respect to whom 

the Federal Secretary of Transportation has power to establish 
qualifications and &ximum hburs of servick under 49 U.S.C. 
4 3 102(b)(l) and (2) (relating to requirements for qualifications, 
hours of service. safew and eauioment standards). . . 

5 9506. Minimum Wage Advisory Board. 
(a) Board created.-There is hereby created in the Depamnent of 

Labor and Indusny a Minimum Wage Advisoly Board consisting of 
nine members to be appointed by the secretaty to assist him in cartying 
out his duties under this chapter, and for the purpose of conducting public 
hearings at the request of the secretary in order to recommend rules and 
regulations for the occupations covered within this chapter. 

(h) Membership.-Of the nine members, three shall be 
representatives of an established recognized association of labor 
oreanizations. three shall be representatives of an established recomized 
association of employen and ihree shall be members from the general 
public. The secretary or his designated representative shall be chairman 
of the board. 

(c) Compensation.-Each member of the board shall receive 
compensation of $30 per day plus necessary expenses for each day 
actually spent in the performance of his duties. No employee of the 
Commonwealth shall receive any additional compensation or expenses on 
account of his services under this chapter. 

(d) Notice.-At least ten days' public notice shall be given in the 
manner prescribed by the board prior to any public hearing of the board. 
Five members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

(e) Powers.-The board shall have the power and duty to: 
( I )  Consult with the secretary concerning any matter 

arising under the administration of this chapter and advise and 
assist him in canyinf! out the duties prescribed for him by 
section 7008 (relating to duty of employ&). 

(2) Conduct public hearines at the reauest of the secretarv . , - 
in order to develop rules and regulations in accordance with 
section 7009 (relating to enforcement; mles and regulations), in 
which hearines due process of law shall he observed and anv oerson - . . 
may appear and be heard or file statements in suppon of his 
position. 

or appropriate; require from such employer full and accurate statements 
in writing, at such times as the secretary may deem necessary, of the 
wages paid to all employees in his employment; and interrogate such 
persons for the purpose of ascertaining whether the provisions of this 
chapter and the regulations issued have been and are being complied with. 
5 9508. Duty of employer. 

Every employer shall keep a m e  and accurate record of the hours 
worked by each employee and the wages paid to each, and shall furnish 
to the secretary or his duly authorized representative, upon demand, a 
sworn statement of the same. Such records shall be ooen to insnection bv 
any duly authorized representative of the secretary at any reasonable time 
and shall be preserved for a period of three years. Every employer subject 
to this chapter shall keep a summary of this chapter and any regulations 
issued hereunder applicable to him posted in a conspicuous place where 
employees normally pass and can read it. Employers shall, upon request, 
he furnished copies of such summaries without charge. Employers shall 
permit any duly authorized representative of the secretary to interrogate 
any employee in the place of employment and during work hours with 
respeci to the wages paid and the hours worked by such employee or other 
employees. 
5 9509. Enforcement, rules and regulations. 

The secretary, Attorney General and district attorneys shall enforce 
this chapter. The secretary shall make and, from time to time, revise 
regulations, with the assistance of the board when requested by him, 
which shall be deemed appropriate to carry out the purposes of this 
chapter and to safeguard the minimum wage rates hereby established. 
Such regulations may include, but are not limited to, regulations defining 
and governing bona fide executive, administrative or professional 
employees and outside salesmen, learners and apprentices, their number, 
proportion, lengh of learning period and other working conditions; 
handicapped workers; part-time pay; overtime standards; bonuses; 
allowances for board, lodging, apparel or other facilities or services 
customarily furnished by employers to employees; allowances for 
gratuities; or allowances for such other special conditions or 
circumstances which may be incidental to a particular employer-employee 
relationship. 
5 9510. Unconstitutionality. 

If any provision of this chapter, or the application hereof to any 
person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of this chapter and 
the application of such provisions to other persons or circumstances shall 
not be affected hereby. 
6 951 1. Penalties. 

(a) Discharge or discrimination.-Any employer and his agent, or 
the officer or aeent of any cornoration. who discharees or in any other . . - 
manner discriminates against any employee because such employee has 
testified or is about to testify before the secretary or his representative in 
any investigation or proceeding under or related to this chapter, or 
because such employer believes that said employee may so testify shall, 
upon conviction hereof in a summary proceeding, be sentenced to pay a 
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fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000, and in default of the 
oavment of such fine and costs shall be sentenced to im~risonment for not . . 
less than ten days nor more than 90 days. 

(b) Underpayment.-Any employer or the officer or agent of any 
corporation who pays or agrees to pay any employee less than the rates 
applicable to such employee under this chapter shall, upon conviction 
thereof in a summary proceeding, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less 
than $75 nor more than $300 or to undergo imprisonment of not less than 
ten nor more than 60 days, or both. Each week in which such employee 
is paid less than the rate applicable to him under this chaprer and for each 
employee who is paid less than the prescribed rate, a separate offense 
shall be deemed to occur. Any agreement between the employer and the 
employee to work for less than the applicable wage rate shall be no 
defense to action by the Commonwealth under this chapter. 

(c) Other violations.-Any employer or the officer or agent of any 
comoration who violates any other provision of this chapter or of any 
regulation issued hereunder shall, upon conviction hereof in a summary 
oroceedine. be sentenced to Dav a fine of not less than $1 00 nor more than u, . . 
$500, and each day of such failure to comply with this chapter or 
regulation shall constitute a separate offense. 
§ 9512. Civil actions. 

If any employee is paid by his or her employer less than the 
minimum wages provided by section 9504 (relating to minimum wages) 
or by any regulation issued thereunder, such worker may recover in a civil 
action the full amount of such minimum wage less any amount actually 
paid to the worker by the employer, together with costs and such 
reasonable attorney fees as may be allowed by the couR and any 
agreement between the employer and the worker to work for less than 
such minimum wage shall be no defense to such action. At the request of 
any employee paidless than the minimum wage to which such employee 
was entitled under this chaoter and reeulations issued hereunder. the - 
secretary may fake an assignment of such wage claim in Rust for the . . 
assigning worker and may bring any legal actionnecessaty to collect such 
claim. and the emolover shall be reauired to oav the cost and such . , . , 
reasonable attorney fees as may be alldwed by the court. 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 17, by striking out "2" and inserting 
3 

O n  the question, 
Will the House agree to  the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. O n  that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this is one more attempt to raise the minimum 

wage. W e  urge your support. 

GERMANENESS QUESTIONED 

The SPEAKER pro rempore. T h e  gentleman, Mr. Snyder, on 
the amendment. 

Mr. SNYDER. All I can say  is nongermaneness. I make a 
motion that it  is nongermane. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Lehigh 
County, Mr. Snyder, has raised the question of whether 
amendment A343 1 is germane. Under rule 27, questions involving 
whether an  amendment is germane to  the subject shall be decided 
b y  the House. 

Those who believe the amendment is germane will vote "aye"; 
those who believe the amendment is not germane will vote "no." 

O n  the question, 
Will the House sustain the germaneness of the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Butkovit: 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casario 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
CoIIigan 
Costa 
QY 
curry 
Daley 
DeLuca 
Dermcdy 
DeWeese 
Donarucci 
Eachus 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m r  
Bastian 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Boyes 
Browe 
Bunt 
Chadwiek 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cahen, L. I. 
Dailey 
Dally 
Dempsey 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 
Egolf 

Evans 
Frankel 
Freeman 
George 
Giglioni 
Gardner 
Grucela 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Homey 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kirkland 
LaGrotta 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Lescovitz 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Manderino 
Mann 

Fairchild 
Fzgo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Foxier 
Gannon 
Geist 
Gladeck 
Gcdshall 
Habay 
Harhan 
H=Y 
Hennewy 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Kenney 
Krebs 
Leh 
Lpch 

Markosek 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Myers 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Peuana 
Petmne 
Preston 
Ramos 
Readshaw 
Rieger 
Rabem 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rooney 
Rufting 
Sainato 
Satnuelson 
Santoni 

Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Metcalfe 
Micozzie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
One 
Penel 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Ross 
Rubley 

Scnmenti 
Shaner 
Solobay 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Shlrla 
Sma 
Tangreni 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Van Home 
vmn 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waten 
Williams 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 

Sather 
saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Stairs 
Steil 
Stern 
Stevenson 
Stnnmaner 
Taylor, E. Z 
Taylor, J. 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Wogan 
Wright 
Z i m m e m  
zug 

N O T  V O T I N G 4  

Cornell McGill Trieh Ryan, 
Gruiua Pistella Wilt Speaker 
Lawless Rohrer 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
declared not germane. 
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On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to  the bill on thud  consideration as 

amended? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered o n  
three different days and agreed to  and is now on final passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass f m l l y ?  
Agreeable to  the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 

nays will now be taken. 

The following roll call was  recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Annstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Bamsta 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bimlin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Broune 
Bunt 
Burkovi!z 
Buxton 
Caltagirane 
Camabianca 
cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Clvera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Corrigan 
Corn 
COY 
cuny 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolama 
Donatucci 
huce 
Eachus 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gmcela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Haihan 

Major 
Mandenno 
Mann 
Markasek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Micauie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
 MY^ 
Nailoi 
Nick01 
O'Bnen 
Oliver 

H ~ Y  Orie 
Hennessey Perzel 
Herman Pesci 
Hershey Petrarca 
Hess Pevane 
HOMY Phillips 
Hutchinson Pippy 
Jadlowiec Platts 
James Preston 
Josephs Ramos 
Kaiser Raymond 
Keller Readshaw 
Kenney Relnard 
Kirkland Rieger 
Krebs Robens 
LaGroIta Robinson 
Laughlin Roebuck 
Lederer Rwney 
Leh Ross 
LescowQ Rubley 
Levdansky Ruffing 
Lucyk Sainato 
Lynch Sarnuelson 
Maher Sanioni 
Maitland 

NOT V O T I N G 4  

Sather 
saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shanei 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solabay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Soitmatter 
SRlrla 
sum 
Tanereni 
~ayior, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
Vanee 
Van Home 
Veo" 
Vimli 
Wako 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
wogan 
Wojnaraski 
WIight 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Come11 McGill Tnch Ryan, 
Gtuitla Pistella Wilt Speaker 
Lawless Rohrer 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative and the 
bill passed finally. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to  the Senate for 
concurrence. 

BILL PASSED O V E R  TEMPORARILY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. HB 461, PN 481. HB 461 will be 
over temporarily. 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1981, 
PN 2490, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 3,1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known 
as the Pennsylvania Election Code, further providing for the date of the 
general primary election in the year 2000. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to  the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. VITAL1 offered the following amendment No. A3883: 

Amend Title, page I ,  line 12, by removing the period after "2000" 
and inserting 
; providing for public financing for candidates for the ofice of Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor; establishing the Pennsylvania Fair Campaign 
Fund; providing qualifications for funding, for payments, for use of funds, 
for authorized expenditures, for limitation on conmbutions, for return of 
funds and for penalties; and making an appropriation. 

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 15 through 17, by shiking out all of said 
lines and inserting 

Section 1. The title of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320). 
known as the Pennsylvania Election Code, is amended to read: 

AN ACT 
Concerning elections, including general, municipal, special and primary 

elections, the nomination of candidates, primary and election 
expenses and election contests; creating and defining membership 
of county boards of elections; imposing duties upon the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth, courts, county boards of elections, county 
commissioners; imposing penalties for violation of the act, and 
codifying, revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; 
[and] repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to elections; 
providine for public financine for candidates for the office of 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor; establishine, the Pennsvlvania 
Fair Campaign Fund: providing aualifications for fundine. for 
payments. for use of funds. for authorized exoenditures. for 
limitation on contributions. for return of funds and for penalties: 
and makine an approonation. 
Section 2. Section 603 of the act, amended October 12, 1990 

(P.L.534, No.131), is amended to read: 
Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting between lines 8 and 9 
Section 3. The act is amended by adding an article to read: 



(a) The word '%ommission" shall mean the State Ethics 
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Commission. 
(b) The word "contribution" shall mean anv oavment, eift, 

subscription. assessment contract, pavment for services. dues. loan, 

ARTICLE XVII -A 
Gubernatorial Public Financing Act 

Section 1701-A. Short Title o f  Article.-This article shall be known 
and may be cited as the Pennsvlvania Gubernatorial Public Financing Act. 

Section 1702-A. Definitions.-As used in this article. the faflowing 
words have the followine meanings: 

forbearance. advance or dc~u>lr  of !none\ or anv saluablc thine to a 
candidate or pollt~cal commlnee made for rhc oumose oilnfluenc~nc anv 

i n  the State Treasury to be known as the Pennsvlvania Fair Carnoaien 
Fund. Pavments shall be made into this fund oursuant to section 1706-A, 
and disbursements shall be made from the fund onlv uoon the wanant o f  
the commission and a warrant of the State Treasurer. As much of the 
moneys i n  the fund as are necessarv to make oavments to candidates as 
provided i n  this article are appropriated from the Pennsvlvania Fair 
Czmpaim Fund on a continulns basis for the pumse of such Davments. 

Section 1706-A. Fundine the Pennsvl\.an~a Fair Cdmoaicn.~aI 
Beeinnme irlth tan vears commenclne Januaw I. 1999. and thereafter. 
each individual subicct lo  the lax imposed b\ .4rticle Ill of the act o f  
March?. 1971 (P.L.6. No.21. known asthe"Tax Reformcode of 1971." 
!r hose rax l~abl l lw for the vear 15 fi\e dollars 1S5j or more ma\. desienare 

~~~ ~ ~~- - 

election in this Commonwealth or for oavinpdebts incurred by or for a I five dollars ($5) of his personal income taxes to be oaid into the fund. In 
candidatc or commlnee befure or after anv elecr~on. The term Includes the 1 the case of marled taAoavers fillne a iolnt return. each soouse mav 
purchase oftickets for events iuch as d~nners. luncheons. rall~es and all I dejicnae five dollars ISSI to be ~ a l d  Into the fund if rheir t a ~  l ~ a b ~ l ~ t \  1% 

other fund-rais~nz ebenrs; the manrine o f  d~scounrs or rebates not 1 ten dollars (SlOl or more. Al l  o f  these desienated rax revenues shall be 
available tothe eeneral oubllc. the mantlne of discounts or rebates bv 1 oard Into the fund The check-off and rnsrmctrons shall be womtnently 
tele\~slon and rad~o starlonc and neusoapers not ehlended on an equal dis~laved on the first oaee of the return form. The lnstructlons shall 
basts to all cand~dates for the same office; and nn, pawnents provlded for I resdils ind~cate that these des~~natlons neirher increase nor decrease an 
the benefit of any candidate. includine anv oavments for the services of 
an\ person sen~ne as an *cent of 3 candldae or cornmlttee bv J per\on 
other than the cand~date or rommlttee or n perhon u hose e~pendlturec the 
candidate or committee must report under this act. The word 

individual's tax liabilihi. 
(b) The General Assembly shall aoorooriate monev to the 

Fair Camoaign Fund sufficient to fullv fund all requirements ofthis article 
includine thc administrative. investieative and enforcement 

"contr~bur~on" ~ncludes an\ recelpr or use oianvth~n< of \slue receiicd I rcsoons~bil~tie> o f  the Slate Ethics C\~mrn~,s~on. Upon notice hs the 
bv d ~ol l t lca l  comminee from another oollrlcal commlnce and also I cumrnisslon. the General Asscmbl\ shall aopropriate lo  the commicslon 
~ncludes anv return on ~n\,esrmcnts b\ a ou l~ t~ca l  committee. I our of rhe General Fund such add~t~onal sums as may be requ~red to carrv 

(c) The words "declaration o f  candidacv" shall mean the ooint i n  I out the oumoses of this article if the sums first approoriated become 
a person's carnoaim for political ofice at which that person becomes in inadequate. 
comoliance with section 1622. I ' 

Section 1707-A. Certification of Moneys i n  Fund.-Bv June 30 o f  
(d) The word "exoenditure" shall mean: I each year, the State Treasurer shall certifv to the commission the cument 

(2) The oavment dismhution. loan, advance or transfer o f  monev I under this article if the candidate meets the conhibutow thresholds 

11 J The oavment, d~srr~but~on, loan or 3d\ancemenr of rnonev or 1 balance mallable in the fund. 

or other val~able r h~nc  between ur amone oolit~cal c~rnrn~nccs e\tabltshed in subcecnun cbl dnd otherwise conforms ro the requirements 
1;. Thc nrovldlnc o i  a ssnlce or other taluable thine for rhe I of thrr arrlclc Uo cand~dav shall be ohliratcd ro aoolv for fund~ne under 

an! vduable th~ne. b\ a cand~da~e. pol~t~cal  cornmlttee or other penon for 
the ournose of influenc~nc the outcome o f  an slecrlon. 

uumose of influencine the outcome o f  a nomination or election of any I this article and if any candidate elects not to apolv, the orovisions o f  this 

Secrlon 1'05-4. Oual~ficat~on for Fundine-a) An\ cand~date for 
the of f ico o f  Gokernor and L~eutenant Governor ma\ aml \  for fund~ne 

person tu an\. publlr. oilice lo be bored for in rhir Curnrnon\~ealth. an~cle penalntne to llmlu on enoend~turcs or the use o i  h l i  oersonal fundz 
(41 The pamen1 or ~ r ~ v ~ d ~ n e  of monev or dher vdl~ablc rhinc bs I ,hall be ~napol~cable to the wrson and h ~ s  cand~dac!. .An\ cand~date 

anv oerson other than a candidate or political committee to comoensate I electine to receive fundine under this article shall declare his intention to 
an\ ocnon for ser\ Ices rendcrcd to A cdnd~dare or ool~r~cal commlnee do so and spec~fv the office for uhich he is a cand~date. Uoc3ndldate for 

(el The trord .funJ" \hall mcan The P c n n w l \ d n ~ ~  F311 C m ~ ~ i e n  ( the ofiice ofGovernor ma\, elect to recc~ve fundme under this anlcle for 
Fund established i n  section 1705-A. I a general election unless the candidate elected to receive funding under 

1 The words "lnJcpendent cxpendlture' ahall mean an I t h ~ i  art~cle for the onman sleclion. An\. commlnee authorized to rae1t.e 
exocnd~rure b! a person mnde ior the oumose o i  lnfluenslne an election I conmbur~oni or make e\oend~rures for thc cand~date who ha< so declared 
wlthout coo~eration or consultat~on \ \ ~ r h  any cand~uuc or an\ polrt~;al I chall ab~de b\ the provi,~ons o f  section 1716-4. .Anv cand~date who for 
commlnee 3urhonzed hv u i a n d ~ d s t e  and u h~ch  l i  nor rnhde in concen I 317) reason hss his name w~rhdraun from the b a l l o ~  after recelot of fund> 
wlth or 31 the requerr t,r sdecesrlon o i  an\ cand~dsre or ~ol i t ica l  I under t h~smc le ,  shall rcrum to the fund all unspent rnonev recewed from 
committee or agent thereof. 

@) The words "maior political oamhi" shall mean a political Dam 
whose candidate for Governor received either the hiehest or second 
hiehest number o f  votes in the precedine eubernatorial election. 

Section 1703-A. Ao~lication of Article.4a) The provisions o f  this 
act shall be aoplicable to candidates for the offices o f  Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor. 

(b) For the oumoses of this article insofar as i t  relates to fundine 
of nominated candidates in the eeneral election. a ~ol i t ica l  oam's 
or oolitical body's nominated candidates for Govemor and 
Lieutenant Governor shall be considered as one candidacy, and the 
provisions s~ecificallv aoolicable to the Governor shall be aoolicable to 
the combined candidacy. 

Section 1704-A. Administration.-The provisions of this article 
shall be administered bv the State Ethics Commission. The commission 
mav adopt rules and reeulations as mav be required to implement the 

~ ~ ~ ~ - p  

(b) I I n  order to aualifv for fundine in a eeneral election, a 
candidate for Governor must receive subsequent to the date of that 
candidate's orimary election but prior to the date o f  the candidate's 
eeneral election two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) in qualifying 
contributions. 

(2) In order to qualifv for funding in a orimaw election. a candidate 
must receive orior to the date o f  the primary election. but subseauent to 
January 1 o f  the vear in which that candidate runs for office. 
The followine amounts: 

Office Oualifving Contributions Required 
(i) Governor S100.000 
(ii) Lieutenant Governor 50.000 

L3) (i) The term "qualifvine contribution" includes any 
contribution which has all of the followine characteristics: 

(A) Made by an individual resident o f  Pennsylvania. 
pro, ~s~uns o f  this an~cle and to c 3 m  out 81s purnux 

Sect~on 1705-4 Pennsvl\anl3 Falr Camoxlen Fund 
establtshed -There IS hercbi citahl~shcd a spec131 resrricrcd recctptr fund 

IBI \lade b! a unttcn ~nimment which ~nd~cates the conrnbutor's 
full ndme and malllne, rcs~dencs and 15 nor Intended to be returned to the 
conrr~buror or transferred to anorher n o l ~ t l c ~ l  commmes or cand~date. 
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I 
- - 

audltors of the State Ethtcs Commrss~on. 12) Cand~dates in the onmarv electtonwho are unoooosed for the 

(ii) If a contributor receives eoods or services o f  value in return for 
his contribution, the qualifvine contribution shall be calculated as the 
orieinal contribution. minus the fair market value o f  the eoods or services 
received. 

Jc) Evidence o f  aualifvine contributions.-Each candidate who -- 

elects to appl, for fundlne under thi, anlcle shall pro!.ldc cv~dence thx 1 shall be pro, lded to thc iolluw~nr, 

Office Maximum Pennsvlvania Fair 
Camoaien Fundinq 

(i) Governor $2.600.000 
Jii) Lieutenant Governor 600,000 

Jc) Notwithstandine anv other orovisions of this article. no funding 

the cand~uatc has ratseJ the aual~fvtne contr~butions reau~red b\ th~s 
sectton u h ~ c h  ev~dence shall be \erlfied and certified as correct bv the 

sectlon 1713-.4 if the amount of indeoendent ex~cndttures for I an~cleat least even. two a,ccks Howc\cr. exccut for the final pav&&t. 
sommunicatlons ad\oc3nne the defeat of the cand~datc or clecuon of hts 1 no vd,menr sh311 be due or paid if the pivment docs nor cqual at least 
goonent rcaulre the cand~datc aonlnnr for the uat\,er a1 mend abate the I five thousand dollars IS~.OUUI 

\ I  I Cand~datcs in the eeneral clect~o~r who hate receivcd the 
nomination ofboth maior political oarties and ha\e nu opDOSltlOn. 

(d) A candidate who has acceoted oublic fundine under this article I nomination. 

limits specified in section 1713-A in order to answer the communications 1 Section 1712-A. Use o f  Funds bv Candidates.-(a) Funds 

mav aoolv to the commission for a waiver o f  the contribution limits set 

p a d  for bt the ~ndcocndcnt ex~endltures The commis,~un shall tsiue I d~mbuted  tu candtdarci purrJan1 to th~s anlcle ma\ bc used onlv for the 
reeulat~onr scn:ne su~del~ncs for erantlne or dcnstne reat~ccr$ ior 3 1 elect~on for u,hlch they arc dlsmbuted and only for the pumorrs set forrh 
\rai\er subm~ncd under this ~ c c t ~ o n  I in rhls an~cle ehceot that nd fund moncvs ma\ be used. 

Section 171 l-A. Time of Pavments.-Beeinnine 90 davs orior to the 

(e) The commission shall conduct a comolete audit o f  all 
candidates receiving funds under this article. Such audits shall be 
conducted the vear followine the election for which funds were 
dismbuted. The Secretan of the Commonwealth shall povide the 
commission at no cost all reoorts of contributions and exoenditures 
filed oursuant to Amcle X V I  bv candidates for Govemor and 
Lieutenant Govemor. their oolitical committees and all other oolitical 
committees who have contributed to such candidates. 

Ifl The auditors shall conduct their audit in accord with sound 
accountine orincioles and shall make findines of anv oossible violations 
of this article. Al l  audited candidates and their committees shall furnish 
anv records to the accountants which the accountants deem necessary for 
the cornoletion o f  their work. 

(.e) The commission shall make oublic the reoon o f  the auditors 
and shall orovide a coov to the Anomev General for the institution o f  
such criminal oroceedinas as he or she shall deem necessari, 

Section 1709-A. Fundine Formula.-fa) Everv candidate who 

forth i n  section 1710-A and/or the soendine limits contained i n  relevant election. the commission shall make oavments authorized by this 

(1) To transfer to other candidates or to committees of other 
candidates or to oolitical committees. 

. . 
(2) To oav for exoenditures incurred after the date o f  the eeneral 

(br Funds dijtnbuted to a cand~date pursuant to thls anlcle shall he 
pldccd in a slnele bank 3ccount Exoend~mres from thl, account shall be 
madc onlb for campalen expenses llsted in subsection trr.  

Section 17 13. Exoenditures.4a) Exoenditures made bv a candidate 
tor Go\emor and h,, authonzeo cJmmmee\ for all numoses and from all 
aurce, ~nclud~na. but not Iuntred to. amount, of funds d~stnbuted under 
th~, an~cl:. Droccedc uf  loans, earn. conr r~but~on~ horn an\ source or 
personal funds. subseauent to the date of the oriman election but orior to 
the date of the eeneral election. mav not exceed eieht mill ion dollars 
~68,000,000). 

/b) Exoenditures made bv a candidate and his authorized 
cornmince<. subsca~enr ro Januarv I of the ,ex in u.htch the candldate 
runs for office bur prior to the dale o f  the llnmdrv electlon. ma! not 

qualifies for fundine for 3n elcctlon oursu3nt to cect~on 17113-h shall I cxccrd the iolloulne unless othcnrise pro\ ~ded. 

section 1708-A and not to those qualifvine contributions which are 
attibutable to meetine the threshold amounts necessarv to qualify for 
fundine under this article. 

rccc~\e matchlne oa~mentr lrom the fund in the amount oitbro dollars 
(S?) fur sach aollar ~ ~ i ~ u ~ l ~ i \ ~ n l ! ~ o n m b u t i o n  

(b) The two dollars ($2) for each dollar o f  aualifvine contributions 
provided bv this section shall be provided onlv for aualifving 
contributions raised which exceed the threshold amounts soecified in 

(ct . I  I Onlb tho,c aualihine conmbut~ons madc dunne thc ocnod 
between Jasan  I ,)f the vear in uhlch the candlddte runs ior ofice and 

Office Total Ekoendtturc L lml t i  
t l I Co\emur S3.1100.000 
(2) Lieutenant Govemor 1,000.000 

(c) Notwithsfandine anv other provision o f  this article, a candidate 
who acceots oublic fundine oursuant to the formula established. but 

the onmaw election shall be elieible for matchine Davments from the fund 

whose mator oolltrcal oartv oooonent i n  a eeneral electton elects not to 
spol\ for the ~ u b l ~ c  fund~nr. shall not he bound hvthe expcnd~ture llmib 
s~eclfied in th~s sectlon .A candld3rc uho acccptc o u b l ~ ~  fund~ne $hall be 
elieible to aualifv for those fair camoaim funds which would have 
otherwise been available to the opponent who has chosen not to aoolv for 
fundine from the fund. 

for the ~ r ima rv  election. 1 jd) Notwithstandine anv other orovision of this article. a candidate 
121 Onl\ those uualth~ne contr~bur~on, made dunne the oeriod I aho acccots ~ u b l l c  fundlne pursuant ru the formula establ15hed. but 

beruccn the pnmdn electlon and the ecneral elcct~on ufthe \edr In uh~ch I 8rhosc malor ool~tlcal v i m  opnuncnts in d primarv elecr~on elect to not 
~p 

that candidate tuns for office shall be elieible for matchineoaments from I aoolv for the oublic funding. shall not be bound bv the e G d i t u r e  limits 

commission are satisfied. a ~ o l v  for the oublic fundine shall be divided eauallv amone the 
Section 1710-A. Limitations on Fundine4a) Everv candidate who I candrdates who acceot oublic financine. 

the fund for the eeneral election. 
Jd) Matchine funds shall not be orovided for anv aualifving 

soecified in this section. I f  there is more than one candidate in a major 
oolitical oai-tv in a orimarv election. the fair campaien funds which would 

tb, I I I 1 he maximLm amount of fundlnr 3\allahlc ror each 
candtdatc for Go\crnor at a eeneral cle:ttun undrr thl. anlclc shrill bc 
f i \e million tun hundred t h u ~ l i n d  dollars ( S 5  ?00.0.J(1~ 

(21 The mdhlmum amount u f  i u n d i n ~  a\allahle for th? onman 
electiun ior csch candldate under th~s antcle shall be as iollous. 

contributions unless the reoortine requirements required bv the I have otherwise been available to each oooonent who has elected to not 

qualifies far ~ n d  rtcel\cs i~nd tne  pursuant to the f o n ~ l d  citabl~shed b\ 
th~s an~cle ihd l  bc cnr~tlcd to recene nu more rhan the mdxtmum amount 

-- 

limited to. the revenues and exienditure; in the fu"d7the amounts 
distributed to candidates. the results of anv audits oerformed on 
candidates in comoliance with this article and anv orosecutions broueht 
for violations of this article. 

Section 1715. Return of Excess Funds.4a) A l l  unexoended 
camoaien funds in a candidate's and his authorized committees' 
possession sixhi (60) davs after a orimam election shall be returned to the 

~- - 

Scctldn I-11--\ .Annual Repon-The ~ommiss~on shall reoon 
annuall\ to the Cio\ernorand the Gencnl Assembl) on the operatlor,.; of 

socclilcd in subsection (br fax rhr. officc the randldate I.; sczklnq I fund~ne 3s oro\ldcd b\, thir an~cle. T h ~ s  rcpun shall include. bur not be 
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election 
(b) Al l  unexoended camoaien funds i n  a candidate's and his 

State board for deoosit in the fund. uo to the amount of the funds which 

abthon7ed comminees' possesston sirw (60) ddv\ after a eeneral or 
mun~c~oal  elect~on sh311 be rcturncd to the State hoard for deoos~t in the 

nomination Pavers in accordance with this act and have aoolied or intend 

fund. up to the amount of the funds which were dismbuted to the 
candidate under this article for the eeneral election. 

Section 1716-A. Limitations on Certain Contributions.4a) 
Aeereeate contributions. including in-kind contributions. from anv oerson 

were dismbuted to the candidate under this article for the orimaw I to aodv to receive monev for election camoaien exDenses from the fund 
shall oanlcipare and in which any othcr candidate for election may 
panlcloate. ore\ ided that the other candidate notifie\ the commiss~on of 
the candidate's intent to oarticioate no later than 20 davs before the date 
of the debate In any \ear in which no candidate or only one such 
candidate fur a nominatton is required or elects to oarttcioate. no debate 
shall be required 13 be held under th~s  subsection 

Sectton 1'1 S-A Ttme and Contents, Snonson +a) There shall be 
rwo cubematonal and two lieutenant eubematonal onrnan, debates E x h  

or oolitical comminee to anv candidate for Governor or Lieutenant I of the debates shall be at least one hour in duration. The first deb= 
Go\ ernor his authonzed cornminee or agent shall not exceed I occur nor earlier than the date on which the names o f  candidates to aooear 
nro thomand dollars (S?.UOO) ior each election. Funhcrmorc. for each 1 on the priman. hallut are centfied b\ the Secretary o f  the Commonuealth 
election. nu csndidate, his authorized commlnec or arenr shall accept or I in accordance u i th section 9 16 o f  this amcle and the second debate shall 

h\ the onv ln~ l  source of the conrnhutlon and b\ anv intermed~an or / the eeneral election, and the wcond debate shall occur not later than the 
cond~ l t  11 t i e  ~nrcrmedian or condull 1 uc\da\ lrrccedina thc elcction 

receive more than two thousand dollars ($2.000) i n  aemeeate 
contributions, including in-kind contributions from any person. 

Ib) A eift. subscriotion, loan. advance or deoosit of money or 
anvthine of value to a candidate shall be considered a contribution both 

I I t,\zrcl,e, ant d~recr~on uxer the makinc o f  the conmh~t~on or 
r.2, \o11:1t, th? contribution ur arranges ror the conmbutton made 

and d~re:rl% or indirectlv make\ the candidate aware o f  ~ c h  intermedtan 

occur not later than the Tuesdav orecedine the orimaw election. 
(b) There shall be three eubernatorial and three lieutenant 

eubematorial debates. Each of the debates shall be at least one hour. The 
first debate shall occur not earlier than fi* (50) davs before the date o f  

or condu~t's role i n  soliciting or arraneine the contribution for the 
candidate. 

(c)  For ournoses o f  subsection (4). a contribution shall not be 
considered to be a contribution bv an intermediaw or conduit to the 
candidate if 

(c) Private oreanizations which are not affiliated with anv political 
p a w  or with any holder o f  or candidate for oublic office. which have not 
endorsed an\ candidate in the ondine o n m m  or eeneral elecnon for the 
ofice of Got emor, and u hich ha\e oreviourlv sponsored one or more 
televised debates for Statewide office since 1986 shall be eligible to 
soonsor one or more interactive eubernatorial orimaw debates or 
interactive eubernatorial election debates under subsection (a) or ( b l  
resoectively, 

orranization; OT 

(3) In the case o f  a oolitical committee. the intermedim or conduit 
is the authorized committee of the candidate. 

(dl No candidate for Governor or Lieutenant Governor who acceots 

1 I I the ~ntermed~an or conduit h& been retained b\ the candidate's 
comminec idr the ~urnose of fundraisine and is reimbursed for expenses 
~ncurred in iol~:~t~nscontnbutions; 

(2 ,  ir the case of an ~ n d n   dual. the candidate has exoresslv 
dulhurlzcd the inrcrmed~an. or conduit to eneaee in fundratsine. or the 
~ n d n  1au3l X:~DICS s ,im~ficmt nosinon wtthin the cand~date's camoaim 

subsection (b) shall be submitted to the commiss<on nolater than July I 
of anv vear i n  which a general election is to be held to fill the office of 

~ d i  The comm~ssion shall acceot aoolicationi from eligible onbate 
organizations to sponsor one or morc o f  the interacnve debates. 
A~~ l i ca t i ons  to soonsor debates under subsection (31 shall be submined 
to the commiss~on no later than March 15 of any \ear in which a onmarv 
elect~on is to he held to nomlnate candidates fur the officc of Governor 
and L~eutenant Governor. and ao~licarions to soonsor debates under 

Governor. 
(e) Where the number o f  eligible aoolicants to soonsor orimary 

pu511c iund~ne in accordance with th~sanicle mavconmbutemorethan I debates or electton debates exceed the number orescnbed under 
~ e n n f i ~ g  thouclnd dollars rS25.0001 ocr elect~on from personal funds. I iubsection la, and lb). rcspectirelv. the commtrsion $ha11 select the 

re, The pro\ icionj of t h~s  secuon aopI\ to an) connibution made I *mate orcanizattuns irom amone, the applicants uithin [ h i m  1301 davs 

cand~date ior Go\ernur or Lteutcnanr Go\ ernor in a \ear other than the 
calend~r \c3r in u h ~ c h  the elecrion is held with rcsoect to u h x h  such 
conrnhu!lon .< m3de is cons~dered tu be made dunnr the calendar "ear in 

~ 

for the oumose o f  influencine anv election to the office o f  Governor or I of the last dav for submining those aoolications. as orovided under this 

which such election is held. 
Sectlon 171 7-A. Interactive Gubernatorial Primaw and 

General Elect~on Debates; Partici~ation bv Candidates.ia) I n  anv vear 

Lieutenant Governor. 
(0 For Durnoses of this section. anv contribution made to a 

in whlch 2 prlman election 1s to be held to nominate candidates for the 
otti:cs oiGs\cmor 3nd Lieutenant Ciuvcrnor, there shall be he.d amonq 
IIIC w w r i l  ;dnJhla1c, fur cdch nomlnatlon a sent, uitnterActivc nnman. 
rleh3te~ In f i l l~ch  111 ;andirlstei who h a \ ~  tiled nomlnxtlon netltlons in 
a::c,r~3n;;. us111 th~s act. fur these office$ and hare ~pn I~ , -d  or ontend to 

subsection. To the maximum extent mcticable and feasible. the 
commission shall select a different private organization to soonsor each 

- - 

aoolv to recelve monev for elect~on campalen exoenses from the fund 
shall nanlarxstt dnJ in whtchanv other candtdarc for that nominanon ma\ 
elect I,, panlawate nrs\ ~dcd  th3t the other sandldate norlfirs the 

~~ 

commission of the candidate's intent to oanicioate no later than 
ntenn 1 2 f  I dabs before the date o f  the debatc In an\ \ear in uhich na 
cand~datc or onl\ unc candidarc ior d nomlnarton 1s requtrcd or  elect^ to 

~ ~p 

particioate. no orimaw debate shall be required to be held under this 
subsection. 

(b) In anv vear i n  which a eeneral election is to be held for the 
offices o f  Govemor and Lieutenant Governor, there shall be held a series 
o i  interacr~!e debdtet in uhlch all c3ndldates uhd h ~ \ e  rece~vcd 
nom~nn~on., f<,r these offices 31 the ~ n m a n .  or rhrouch thc t i l l n ~  of 

of the interacttve eubernatonal debates. but shall not be orecluded from 
selecnne the same on\ate orrsnlzatlon lo sponsor more thdn one debate 

~ f l  The pri\ate orcanization. ~elccted hv the commlsslon ahall be 
resoonsible for selectine the date. time and location o f  the debates. subiect 
to the I~rn~rat~on\  \ct tonh in thi, >ecrion The rules for conducttnr each 
debate shall be solel\ the responsibil~n o i  the pri\ Are orranlzatlons so 
selected. but shall not be made final without consultation with both the 
chairman o f  the Stare cummince o f  c3ch ool~r~cal  Darn in the ca5e o f  
pnman debate. and a i th a rcnrcscntatt\e destmated b\ each u f  the 
pant~iplt ine candid3res in the case of election debate, 

Secllon 1'19-A Fdllurr. u f  Cdndlddtc lo  Panlcloate In Debate, 
Comolainl, Heanne. Dctcrmlnat~on. Penalt~es i a r  l iecommi\slon shall - 

have the power and dutv. uoon recelot o f  a cornolaint against a candidate 
ior numination tor elect~on or ior electton for the office or Governor or 
1 teutenant Goternor uhu I, requ~red to nantclpate In onmarv debate, or 
elechon debates, resoecttvelv. to hold a heanne to de tenne whether that 
candidate ha\ failed to nantcloate in debates li. at the conclucion of a 
hcanne under this sectlon. the commlsslon determine5 bv malonw \ole 
that a candidate required to oarticioate under this article has failed to do 
so the chalrman ,hall immcdtarel\ lnform the cand~date in wrlnno ofthst 
detcrm~nat~on, identlfvlne. in th3t untine the datc and clrcumswnces of - 

the failure. If, after having found that a 'andidate required to oarticioate 
in a orimaw or election debate has failed to do so. the commission further 
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finds that the failwe occurred under circumstances which were bevond the 
control of the candidate and u n e  of such a nature that a reasonable 
person. taklne into account thc numoses of this anlcle and the relevant 
factsofthe c k ,  would find the failure iustifiable or excusable. then the 
candidate shall not be subiect to any venalw or liabilitv for failing to 
panlclpate The candidate charged wlth fallure lo n3n1cipare shall have 
the burden of showlne ~ust~ficarlun or excuae 

(b) The camoaisn of anv candidate or former candidate who shall 
ha\e been reaulred to oanlcipate i n  a prlmaw debate or elecuon debate 
under th~s artrle, but mho has been found lo haw fa~led to do so u~thout 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Delaware County, Mr. Vitali. 

Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I will be withdrawing this amendmenf but I inst want to soeak 

I 
. 

reasonable iustification or excuse, shall be liable for return of rnonevs very briefly, if1 may. 
previously received for use bv the candidate to uav orimaw election what this would have done would be essentiauv 
campalen expcnss or general elecllun campalen exnenscs, re\oectl\el\ 
Ihe comml>\lon shall determine the total amounl of rnonevs for elecnon 
camvaim expenses in that vear bv the commission to the candidate under 
th~. anlclc. as appronnale, and chall not~h thc camo3~en treasurer of the 
candidate of the liab~lltv az oithe dale of the notlce for the rcoavrnent of 

~ ~ ~, 
incorporate into this Election Code bill HB 1650, which is the 
Pennsylvania Gubernatorial Public Financing Act, which would 
provide public financing for gubernatorial races in the State as well 
as imposing contribution limits and voluntary spending limits and 

those rnonevs plus interest on the unpaid amount of that liabili& from that debating requirements and so forth. It would have been a 
date at the rate of 1% for each month or fractional a part of a month 1 much-needed first step in campaign finance reform in the State. 
during which that amount remains unpaid. 

Section 1720-A. Penalties.ia> A verson who violates the 
provisions of this article and who. as a result. obtains funds under this 
anlclc to whlch hc is not ent~tled commiu a m~sdemeanor of the first 
deerce and shall. uoon convlctlon. be .ub~ecr to a tine not to exxed the 
* e z o f  ten thousand dollars ($10.000). or three tlmes the amount of 
funds wmnefullv obtained or to imorisonment for uo to five years, or 
both. - 

{b'~ A oerson who violates section 1712-A or 1713-A of this article 
commits a misdemeanor of the first d e w  and shall. upon conviction. be 
sublect to 3 fine not to exceed the rrcater of tco thousand dollars 
[S10.0001. or three nmes the amount of f~nds  that uere uronefullv used 
or expended or to imorisonrnent for uo to five vears, or both. 

{c) Except ac prov~ded in \ubsections tal and ibl. a penon who 
\oolatec anv pro\ lslon of lhls article commils a rn~sdemcanor oi  the 
third deeree and shall, uoon conviction. be subiect to a fine of not more 
than one thousand dollars (%1.000). or to imprisonment for uo to one vear, 
& 

(d) All fines and venalties assessed pursuant to this anicle shall be 
deoocited in the Penncvlvanla Faor Carnoa~an Fund 

Sect~on 172 1-A Anproonallun -The sum of reten hundred filiy 
thouband dollar, (S75l1.000) 1s hcrebv dnpro~nated lo the State E t h n  
Commission for fiscal vear 1999-2000 to implement the requirements of 
this article. 

fb) The dollar fieures contained in this article shall be adiusted 
annuallv at a rate eoual to the averaee oercentaee chance in the All-Urban 
Consumer Price Index for the Pittsbureh. Philadelphia and Scranton 
standard metropolitan statistical areas as oublished hv the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor, or any 
successor aeencv. occurring in the orior calendar vear. The base year shall 
be 1998. The averaee shall be calculated and certified annually by the 
commission bv addine the oercentaee increase in each of the three areas 
and dividing bv three. The calculation and resultine new dollar fieures 
shall be published in March in the Pennsvlvania Bulletin. The checkoff 
referred to in section 1706-A shall be rounded to the nearest dollar. 

I am withdrawing this amendment because I have received 
assurances from the majority leader's off~ce that this bill will be 
considered in February, before the middle of February of next 
year. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. FREEMAN offered the following amendment No. A3914: 

Amend Sec. I (Sec. 603), page 2, line 8, by striking out 
"Mav 2.2000" and inserting 

A~ri14.2000 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that q u e s t i o ~  the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from Northampton County, 
Mr. Freeman. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Sneaker? ~~ ~~ r 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
For what purpose does the gentleman, Mr. Snyder, rise? 
Mr. SNYDER. Amendment 3914 or 3915? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is 3914. The gentleman had 

two amendments, and only one of them showed up on this list, but 
he did properly file two amendments. We went over this earlier. 

Mr. SNYDER. Hold on. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment Mr. Freeman. 
Mr FREEMAN. Thank vou. Mr. Soeaker. 

returns of taxoavers of calendar vears cornencine Januarv Presidential sweepstakes. 
thereafter. Fundine from the Pennsylvania Fair Campaien Fund 2000'and shall be I I first offered this amendment in the form of a bill back in 1987 

Section 1722-A. Severabi1itv.-The ~rovisions of this article are 
severable. If anv vrovision ofthis article or its avolication to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid. the invaliditv shall not affect other 
provisions or apolications of this a~ticle which can be given effect without 
the invalid orovision or application. 

section 1723.~. ~ ~ ~ l i ~ ~ b i l i w . - ~ h i ~  article shall be avplicable to 

, . ~' 
w, speaker, what my would do is it would change 

the date for the year 2000 primary from what is envisioned 
currently in the bill, from the date of May, to a date of April 4. By 
doing so, we continue to avoid conflict with the various spring 
religious holidays, but we would better position our State in the 
- 

provided to candidates for Statewide office beeinnine with the orimaw 
election of 2002 and in each eubernatorial ~rimaw and election thereafter. 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 9, by striking out "2'' and inserting 
4 

in the hope of better positioning our State in the 1988 Presidential 
primaries. ~t was timely then. It is even more so now. More and 

States have moved their p m  dates fornard, frontloading 
the Presidential selection process. In so doing, they have left 
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Pennsylvania behimd. The last time that our State played a 
significant role in the Presidential nominating process was in 1976, - - 

some 23 years ago. 
I think it is appropriate for us to be in a better position to 

influence the Presidential nomination in both political parties, and 
that is exactly what my amendment would achieve. By moving 
the primary date to April 4, we also make sure that the 
petition-circulating process will be done within the year 2000. The 
first date that petitions could be circulated would be January 4, so 
we do not cause any confusion in terms of moving the process so 
far forward that petitions would be circulated at the end of this 
year. 

I would urge the members to support this amendment. I think it 
better positions us as a State and hopefully will give us more 
influence in the Presidential selection process. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the question, the gentleman, 
Mr. Snyder. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, we certainly recognize the need to 
change the primary date because of the holiday, and we ask our 
members to support the amendment proposed by Representative 
Freeman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 

Armstmng 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
B i e l i n  
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boy- 
Brame 
Bunt 
Bukovia 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Camgan 
Corn 
COY 
curry 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichtei 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Foxier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Cannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioai 
Gladeck 
Cadshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Haihan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Hamy 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGrolla 
Laughlin 

Major 
Mandenno 
Mann 
Markasek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Mcllham 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughtan 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michiovic 
Micoaie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Naiior 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Orie 
Peizel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Peuone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Plam 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 

Sather 
Saylor 
khroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Smmnaner 
SNrla 
Surra 
Tangreni 
Taylor, E. Z 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
Vanee 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 

DeLuca Lederer Rwney Wojnaroski 
Dempsey Leh Ross Wright 
Dermady LescoviU Rubley Yewcic 
DeWeese Levdansky Ruffing Youngblood 
DiGiralamo Lucyk Sainato Yudichak 
Donafllcci Lynch Samuelran Zimmerman 
Druce Maher Santoni zug 
Eachus Maitland 

NOT VOTING4 

Cornell McGill Trich Ryan, 
Gmitza Pistella Wilt Speaker 
L a w l a  Rohrer 

The majority having voted in the affmative, the question was 
determined in the affumative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Freeman, it is the Chair's 
understanding that you are probably going to withdraw your 
second amendment. Is that correct? The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. READSHAW offered the following amendment No. 
A4000: 

Amend Title, page I ,  line 12, by removing the period after "2000 
and inserting 

and for the date of the primary election in the years 
of a nomination of  a President of the United States. 

Amend Sec. I (Sec. 603). page 2, lines 1 and 2, by inserting a 
bracket before "founh" in line 1 and after "April" in line 2 and inserting 
immediately thereafter 

third Tuesday of  March 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman kom Allegheny County, Mr. Readshaw. 

Mr. READSHAW. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
On this particular amendment, we will be changing in 

Presidential years, which we just changed this year's voting date, 
but it has been the fourth Tuesday in April, and this amendment 
would change it to the third Tuesday in March, the reason being- 
a little background, and I thank you for the enthusiasm that is 
shown - but far too long, the State of Pennsylvania has been the 
43d State to vote in Presidential years. By this time, the candidates 
have been chosen, and Pennsylvania has very little to say and 



LEGISLATIVE JOUFWAG--HOUSE NOVEMBER 9 

influence the candidates. Pennsylvania i s  Could I have some 
order, please, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is correct. We 
have done awfully well this afternoon. Let us continue that so we 
can get through this. 

The House will come to order. 
Mr. READSHAW. I think Pennsylvania sbould be moved up 

and have an opportunity to be more of a proving ground for the 
Presidential aspirants. It is big. It is diverse. The major political 
parties are equally matched. It is industrial. It is agricultural. It is 
urban. It is suburban. It is rural. And we should be put back in the 
pack so that we can influence Presidential candidates. 

I could go on and on. I know we have all considered this 
before, at least thought about it. I would ask for an a f fmt ive  vote 
and move the Presidential primary elections to the thnd Tuesday 
in March. I thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County, Mr. Clymer. 

Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, there is certainly good merit in what the main 

sponsor of this amendment has brought forth. However, several 
months ago we did try to move a March primary bill out of 
committee, and it failed. We did not get sufficient votes. And 
secondly, there is established a bipartisan committee of the House 
and Senate to look at the feasibility of early spring primaries and 
late spring primaries, trying to fmd a way to incorporate the best 
dates to have primaries in Pennsylvania, and that is ongoing. I 
happen to serve on thaf as do many of my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle. 

So for those reasons, Mr. Speaker, I regretfidly say that I would 
oppose this amendment. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Kaiser. 

Mr. KAISER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania is the fifth largest State, yet when it 

comes to Presidential elections, we are buried. By the time the 
primaries roll around to Pennsylvania, we are not a player 
anymore. 

I strongly support Representative Readshaw to move the 
primary to March. By doing that, Pennsylvania will have a stake 
in who will become the next President of the United States. I ask 
for your support. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Snyder, are you seeking 
recognition? The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, the House just overwhelmingly 
approved Representative Freeman's legislation to bring the date up 
to April 4. Depending on our legislative schedule, we may not 
have the opportunity to get consideration by the House and the 
Senate, if the bill would have to come back to us. I think, as 
Cha i i an  Clymer said, this is a meritorious idea. They are already 
under discussion between the House and Senate to do this, but the 
year 2004 is still 4 years away. We are asking that in order for this 
legislation to be able to be enacted before the petitions go out, we 
would ask that we would oppose this amendment, not based on its 
merit but only so that we can get this bill passed through both the 
House and Senate and to the Governor in a timely manner. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Readshaw, for the second 
time. 

Mr. READSHAW. I appreciate the remarks. I would only 
submit that Representative Freeman's was a wonderful idea. 

I voted for it. I happen to think this is a better idea. I ask for yow 
support. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the question, the Chair 
recognizes the Democratic leader, Mr. DeWeese. 

Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Would the gentleman from Lehigh, Mr. Snyder, please explain 

one additional time why he feels this would not be a good idea. I 
apologize to the gentleman. I was momentarily distracted and did 
not get all of his remarks, and if the gentleman would make his 
comments again, it would be helpful. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, there has been general agreement 
between the House and Senate to change the primary date in the 
year 2000 because of the holiday, and we believe that this 
legislation will take prompt consideration in the Senate for passage 
before both chambers recess before the end of this year. There is 
not an agreement on future Presidential primaries. The chairman 
of the State Government Committee has noted that there is 
discussion going on between the House and Senate committees to 
resolve that particular issue. We feel we have plenty of time with 
that not being for 4 more years, and because of the fact that if the 
April 4 primary is what is fmally enacted into law, we need to get 
this legislation approved in time, before the petition deadlines 
would kick in, and therefore, we are asking not to vote against this 
amendment based on its merit but just so that we can move the 
legislation dealing with the primary date for the year 2000. 

Mr. DeWEESE. Would the gentleman accept another additional 
question. 

The primary in 2000 for the Presidential election would be 
impacted by a favorable vote on the Readshaw amendment, would 
it not? 

Mr. SNYDER. I would have to look at the amendment, but it is 
my understanding of the amendment that it would not take effect 
until the year 2004. 

Mr. DeWEESE. May I yield to the gentleman, Mr. Readshaw, 
from Allegheny County, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 1 am sorry, Mr. DeWeese. We 
were looking at the amendment as you spoke. Can you repeat that? 

Mr. DeWEESE. At the appropriate time, I would like to yield 
to the gentleman. The author of the amendment has a perspective, 
and I think it would be helpful at this juncture in the debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. DeWeese, my problem is that 
the gentleman has spoken twice. If someone would interrogate 
him perhaps you could elicit the information that way. Would you 
like to interrogate the gentleman? I apologize for this cumbersome 
mechanism but it is necessary. The gentleman is in order and may 
proceed. 

Is there anyone seeking further recognition? 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Banisto Evans Petrarca Solabay 
Bebko-Jones George Peuone Staback 
Belardi Gigliotti Preston Stain 
Blaum Haluska Ramos Steelman 
Butkovitz Harhai Readshaw Sturla 
Buxron Horsey Rieger S m  
Caltagirone Kaiser Roberts Tangretii 
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Cappabianca Lescovin Robinson Tigue I Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting between lines 8 and 9 
cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Costa 
COY 
Daley 
DeWeese 

Adolph 
Allen 
kgall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
~ m - r  
Bastian 
Belfanti 
Be~inghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Boys 
Browne 
Bunt 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Carrigan 
curry 
Dailey 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Demody 
DiGirolamo 
Donarucci 
h c e  
Eachus 

Lucyk Roebuck 
Maher Rooney 
Mann Ruffing 
Markosek Sainato 
Mayemik Schroder 
McCeehan Scrimenti 
Pesci Shaner 

Egolf Lederer 
Fairchild Leh 
Fargo Levdansky 
Fees  Lynch 
Fichter Maitland 
Fleagle Major 
Flick Manderino 
Forcier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Cannon 
Geist 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Goideer 
Grucela 
Habay 
Hanna 
Harhrn 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlawim 
James 
Josephs 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGroIta 
Laughlin 

Marsico 
Masland 
McCall 
Mctlhartan 
Mcllhimey 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Mevalfe 
Michlavic 
Micauie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Orie 
Peml 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Ross 

Travaglio 
Trello 
Walko 
Waters 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 
Yudicbak 

Rubley 
Samuelson 
Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
khuler 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyferi 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Steil 
Srern 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Shinmatter 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Tavlor. I. 

Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Washington 
Williams 
w o w  
Wright 
Youngblwd 
Zimmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTING4 

Cornell MeCill Trieh Ryan, 
h i m  Pistella Wilt Speaker 
Lawless Rohrer 

Less than the majority having voted in the afftrmative the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on thud consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. BIRMELIN offered the following amendment No. A4068: 

Amend Title, page I, line 12, by removing the period after "2000" 
and inserting 

and for qualifications of electors; and making 
repeals. 

Section 2. Sicion 701 of the a s ,  amended July 3, 1974 (P.L.443, 
No. l53), is amended to read: 

Section 701. Qualifications of Electors.-Every citizen of this 
Commonwealth eighteen years of age, possessing the following 

1 qualifications, shallbe entitfed to vote ac l l  elections, provided he or she 
has complied with the provisions of the acts requiring and regulating the 
registration of electors: 

(1) He or she shall have been a citizen of the United States at least 
one month. 1 (2) He or she shall have resided in the State ninetv davs , , . . 
immediately preceding the election. 

(3) He or she shall have resided in the election district where he or 
she shall offer to vote at least thirty days immediately preceding the 
election, except that if qualified to vote in an election district prior to 
removal of residence, he or she may, if a resident of Pennsylvania, vote 
in the election district from which he or she removed his or her residence 
within thirtv davs ~recedine the election. , . .  

~ 4 )  He or she i, not senme rime in a ~ena l  instirution. 
Scct~on 3. (a) Sect~ons 50l(a), 5251 b ~ 4 )  and 527(a1(41(iii) of the 

dct oilune 30. 19% I P L  170. iio.251. knoun as the Pcnnsvltania Voter , ,, 
Registration Act, arerepealed insofar as they are inconsistent with the 
amendment of section 701 ofthe act. 

(b) Section 527(b)(l)(iv) of the Pennsylvania Voter Registration 
Act is repealed. 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 9, by striking out "2" and inserting 
4 

On the q u e s t i o ~  
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Wayne County, Mr. Birmelin. 

Mr. BIRMELIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I will be brief. 
Two years ago this body, along with the Senate, passed 

legislation that was enacted that required that people who had 
sewed in correctional facilities in Pennsylvania were not allowed 
to vote for 5 years after they had been released from prison. My 
amendment will revert back to what it was before we passed that 
legislation and allow those who have been in prison and have 
sewed their time to vote upon their release. 

The reason and the purpose for this amendment is that I thmk, 
for those of us who have spent a lot of time on prison issues, we 
realize that one of the thmgs that ex-prisoners need to know is that 
when they come back into society, they are going to be given the 
o p p o d t y  to be full-fledged citizens again, as much as is 
possible, and I do not think there is any real redeeming value in 
keeping them from voting for 5 years. I do not know the arguments 
at the time why we did that, but they escape me at the present, and 
so I think it is incumbent upon us to do what we can to see that 
those who have served their time, have been punished properly, 
according to whatever society feels they should have been, are 
welcomed back into society and are enabled to become full-time 
citizens in the sense that they can vote again. 

So with the passage of this amendment, that will reinstitute that 
practice, that once they are out of prison, they will be able to vote. 
And I would be careful to state that it does not give any voting 
rights to anybody sewing in prison, only those who have been 
released from prison, and I ask for your support. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Lancaster County, Mr. Slitlmatter. 
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Mr. STRITTMATTER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to interrogate the sponsor of the amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Birmelin, 

indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation. You may 

Barrar Freeman McCall Shaner 
Bastian Gannon McGeehan Smith, B. 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhanan Smith, S. H. 
~ ~ l f ~ ~ ~ i  George Mcllhinney Snyder 
Benninghoff Gigliom McNaughton Solobay - - 

proceed. 
Mr. STRITTMATTER. Mr. Speaker, would this also include 

criminals who have served their time, are released from prison but 
still owe restitution to victims? 

- .. -. . . . . .~~ .. --~-- ---- 
served their time but still owe restitution to victims the right to I Civera Herman One Taylor, E. Z 

Bishop-   la deck Melio Stairs 

E2y Godshall Metcalfe Steelman 
Gordner Micozzie Sreil 

Butkovitz Crucela Miller, R. stem 
Buxton Habav Miller. S. Stetla ...-. . - 

Mr. BIRMELN. I am sony; I did not hear that question. Would 
you repeat it? Would you repeat the question? 

Mr. STRITTMATTER. Would this allow criminals who have 
- 

..a+n? I Clark Hershev Perzel Tavlor. I .  

Cal"Wne Hanna ~ u n d ;  Stevenson 
Cappabianca Harhai Nailor Sttimatter 
Casorio Harhan Nickol Suna 
chadwick Hmnescev Oliver Tanmeni 

""LbZ 

Mr. BIRMELIN. Yes, it would. 
Mr. STRITTMATTER. Would this also include criminals who 

have served their time but part of their time was being on 
probation, and follow me: part of it was prison sentence and part 
of it, giving back to society, was probation. Would that also allow 
them to vote? 

Mr. BIRMELIN. Well, probation is prior to imprisonment. I 
think you may be thinking of parole. 

Mr. STRITTMATTER. Parole. Okay. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BIRMELIN. Parole would be a different issue, and, yes, 

they would be allowed to vote if they were out ofprison but still on 
parole. 

Mr. STRITTMATTER. That ends my interrogation. I would 
just like to make a quick comment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. STRITTMATTER. I would ask the members to please vote 

against tbis amendment. 
I believe that we should be supporting victims. I believe that 

these people until they pay their restitution, until they are finished 
with parole, then that is when they should get their rights back 
again, because the victims many times go without having their 
rights ever restored, and so I would l i e  to ask for a negative vote. 
Thank you. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Banisto Fargo Michlovic Serafini 
Belardi Foxier Myen Staback 
Birmelin Haluska O'Brien Srurla 
Boyes H-Y Preston Thomas 
Cam Horsey Ramos Trello 
Cawley lames Reinard Vitali 
Clymer Josephr Rieger Walko 
Cohen, M. Kukland Robinson Washington 
CUT Levdanrky Roebuck Waters 
Donatucci Lucyk Ruffing Youngblood 
Evans 

Adolph Egolf Maim Sather 
AII~;  airc child   aid en no Saylor 
Argall Feese Mann Schroder 
Armstrong Fichrer Markasek Schuler 
Baker Fleagle Marsico Scrimenti 

Cohen, L. I. 
Colafella 
Comgan 
costa 
COY 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermcdy 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 
Eachus 

H ~ S S  
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Kaiser 
Kelln 
Kenney 
Krebs 
LaGrotta 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Leh 
LescoviD 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 

Pesci 
Petrarca 
Peuone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
PlaN 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Robem 
Rcaney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 
Samuelson 
Santoni 

. . 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Tme 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
veon 
Williams 
w o w  
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 

NOT VOTING1 

Cornell McCill Trich Ryan, 
G N i m  Pistella Wilt Speaker 
Lawless Rohrer 

Less than the majority having voted in the a f f m t i v e  the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair returns to leaves of 
absence and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Veon, who requests a 
leave for the gentleman from Luzeme County, Mr. BLAUM. 
Without objection, the leave will be granted, and the Chair hears 
no objection. The leave is granted. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 1981 CONTINUED 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. CLYMER offered the following amendment No. A4086: 

Amend Title, page I,  line 11, by inserting after "elections," " 
providing for election district alteration and data 
reporting; 

Bard ~ l i c i  Masland Semmel 
Barley Frankel Mayernik Seyfen 
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I Amend Title, page 1, line 12, by removing the period after "2000" Section 538. Reoorts.4a) Within six (6) months of the effective 
and inserting date of this subdivision. each countv board of elections shall submit to the - 

, makrng dn cd~tonal change, and maklng a repeal buread a repon includrn~ maps and verbal dewn~rrons. of the boundaries 
Amend B111, page 1. Irne\ 15 through 17, b! srnktng out all of sard of e \ m  elecrlon d~~rnc r  w~rh~n the countv All reoons filed under 

l~ncs and ~nsenlng ~ e c ~ ~ o n  536 or 537 shall be filed as amendments ro th~s  ~ n ~ t ~ a l  report 

ARTICLE V 
Election Districts and Polline Places 

Section 1. -h ide  V heading of the act of June 3,1937 (P.L.1333, 
No.320). known as the Pennsylvania Election Code, amended 
April 2, 1965 (P.L.7,  NO.^), is amended and the article is amended by 
adding a subdivision to read: 

- 
[in Cities of the First Class, Division 

of Wards] 

Lb) The bureau shall retain at all times the reports of thecurrent 
boundaries of all election districts. including maps and verbal 
descriotions. Copies of such reoorts shall he made available to the 
General Assembly, on request and to the oublic for a fee. as established 

* * *  
{dl Election District Alteration 

bv the department. 
Section 539. Election Results: Registration.-In addition to any 

other reoorts, returns or certifications required bv anv other law, within 
thirlv (30) days after a primary. municioal. soecial or general election. the 
countv board of elections shall submit to the bureau a report statine the 
total number of votes cast in each voting district for each candidate for the 

ib) During the oeriod from June 1.2000. through December 31, 
2000. an election district mav be divided or election districts may be Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 9, by striking out "2" and inserting 
combined if the followine are met: 4 

and Data Reoorting 
Section 535. Definitions.-The followine words and ohrases when 

used in this subdivision shall have the meanings unless otherwise clearly 
aovarent from the context: 

The word "bureau" shall mean the Bureau of Commissions, 
Elections and Legislation of the De~amnent of State. 

The word "secretaw" shall mean the Secretaw of the 
Commonwealth. 

Section 536. Restrictions on Alteration.-(a) Exceot as orovided in 
subsection (b). there shall be no oower to establish, abolish. divide or 
consolidate an election district durine the oeriod June 1.2000, through 
Aoril30.2002. 

( 1  ) In thc c a e  of the dl \  won ofan elccnon dl\rnct. the boundan 
uf each resultme d ~ c r n ~ r  IS cornoosed ent~rel, ufclearlv \ ~ s ~ b l e  ~h\slcal On the n~ie-<r~on 

followine offices: 
LI) A Statewide office. 
(2) State Senator. 
13) State Reoresentative. 
(4) United States Reoresentative. 
Section 540. Regulations.-The secretaw mav oromuleate 

reeulations to administer this subdivision. 
Section 2. Section 603 of the act, amended October 12, 1990 

(P.L.534, No.131), is amended to read: 
Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting between lines 8 and 9 
Section 3. The act of December 22, 1989 (P.L.732, No.lOl), 

known as the Election District Alteration and Data Reporting Act, is 

- - ~ -~~~~ 

I 
- .. 

feamrcs conformlne ;,&I &It census blu;k hne\ or oontons of theonr~nal ~ i l l  he H~~~~ agee to hc amendment? 
boundarv of thc elcctlon d~srnc~ uhlch ma; d~vided. 

(2) In the case of the combination of election districts. the 
boundani of each resulting district is comoosed enhrelv of iwrtions of the 
orieinal boundaries of the election districts which were combined. 

(c) If an alteration of an election district under subsection (b) is 
soueht, the following shall ao~lv:  

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County, Mr. Clymer. 

Mr. CLYMER. Thank You, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, my amendment has in it the substance of SB 1004, 

(I)  The countv hoard of elections shall notifv the bureau, in 
writing. of the orooosed alteration. The notice shall include a mar, and a 
descriotion of the orooosed boundaw of any new or altered district or 
districts. The bureau shall forward a cow of anv notice of orooosed 
alteration to the Leeislative Data Processine Center within seven (7) days 
- .  

determmaraon under rh~r clause Notv. the LDPC I Legislarive Data Procsssing Center) recelves 
( I  .A cen~ficat~on bs rhc wcrcran. lhar ll~e dererrn~nauon ha. been c e m u  ~nformarron m two h m s  - by censu block and by exlstlng 

legislation that was recently voted out of the State Government 
Committee by a unanimous vote, and let me tell you briefly what 
this bill does, 

~h~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  ~ i ~ t r i ~ ~  ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  and D~~  in^ was 
enacted in 1989 in preparation for the 1990 census and subsequent 

or rece~ot. 
2 Before a coun board of elections ma etition the court for a 

chaneh i)n the boundaw zan election district u n ~ e ~ t h i s  act the secretaq 
must make a determination that the board has comolied with 
subsection (b). Any of the followine constitute evidence of the 

. . 
redistricting process to prevent some problems that arose during 
the 1981-82 redistricting process. The election district boundary 
changes were made by counties during h e  map-hwing  Process, 
which made diff~cult accurate allocation o f  census data. 

made. 
(ii) A certification bv the board that notice under this clause has 

been eiven to the bureau and that the secretaw has not acted within 
fortv-tive (45) davs of the notice. 

3) The board shall forward a cow of the order avoroving anv 
alterabon to the secretaw and the Legislative Data Processine Center 
within seven (7) davs of the issuance of that order. 

Section 537. Alterations after Period of Restriction.+a\ Unless 
otherwise orovided in this act. an election district may be established, 

election districts. If a county, if a county divides a census block 
and/or an existing election district to make a new elect,on district, 
the available census data does not fit into the newly configured 
election district. A redistricting plan which includes potentially 
inaccurate data be in Thus the 
original act froze most election district boundary changes between 
January 1, 1990, and March 29, 1992. 

My amendment would amend the Election District Alteration 
abolished, divided or consolidated if the boundary of each resulting 
district is comoosed entirely of clearly visible ohvsical features 
conformine with census block lines from the most recentlv comoleted 
Federal decennial census. 

b) Within thirtv (30) davs of an alteration under subsection (a). the cuund hoard ofelections shall submit to the bureau a reoort, including a 
map and a verbal descriotion. of the boundaries of each resulting dismct. 

and Data ~ e p o & g  Act to restrict election district boundary 
changes during he june 1 though ~~~~~b~~ 3 1, 2000, to 
the divisions of election districts with resulting boundaries that 
conform with census block lines or  portions of the original 
boundaries. 



On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 
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The following roll call was recorded: 

Additionally, between January I of the year 2001 and April 30 
of the year 2002, counties would not, counties would not be 
permined to establish abolish, divide, or consolidate election 
districts at all. However, if an election district change is approved 
by the courts, the bill would require the counties, the counties that 
made the changes via c o w  approval, to inform both the LDPC and 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth of these changes. 

So simply put, my amendment would facilitate the application 
of the most accurate and usable 2000 census data during the 
upcoming redismcting effort. Simply put, that is what it does. 

It has bipartisan support, and I would ask for a 'yes" vote. 
Thank you very much. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Battisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
B'ielin 
Bishop 
Boys 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casotia 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
ClymeI 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Comgan 
Costa 
COY 
curry 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dmody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donamcci 
Druce 
Eachus 
Egolf 

NOT V O T I N G 1  

'lark 

E X C U S E P I 0  

Blaum Lawless Rohrer R Y ~ R  
Cornell McGlll ~tich Speaker 
GNitza Pistella Wilt 

The majority having voted in the a f f m t i v e ,  the question was 
determined in the a f f i t i v e  and the amendment was agreed to. 

Evans 
Farchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigllotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Has+ 
Hennesse? 
Herman 
Hershe! 
Hers 
HOW) 
tlutrh~nwn 
Jadlou~rz- 
Jamer 
Jorephs 
Kalscr 
Kelier 
Kenne! 
Klrkland 
Krebs 
LaGrorw 
Laughlcn 
Ledeier 
Leh 
Lescovia 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maitland 
Major 

Mandetino 
Mann 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Mcllham 
Mcllhiiv 
~ c ~ a u ~ h t o n  
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Miconie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Mvers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Ol~ver  
Orie 
Penel 
Perci 
Petrarca 
Penone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Recnard 
Ricger 
Robenr 
Rob~nson 
Roebuck 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Rufting 
Sainato 
Samuelson 
Santoni 
Sather 

NAYS-I 

Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyferl 
Shaner 
Smith. B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Suimnaner 
SNrla 
Sum 
Tanpetti 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Venn 
Vitali 
Waiko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wow 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblwd 
Yudichak 
Zirnmennan 
zug 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. TANGRETTI offered the following amendment No. 
A4110: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 12, by removing the period afler "2000 
and inserting 

; providing for ineligibility of candidates; and 
further providing for penalties. 

Amend Bill, page 2, line 9, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting 

Section 2. The act is amended by adding a section to read: 
Section 924. lnelieibilitv of Candidates,-If ten Der centum of the 

signatures required by section 912.1 (1) throuzh (14) are shicken from a 
petition because of  fore.^. the candidate shall be inelieible to run in the 
elecrion. 

Section 3. Section 1805 of the act is amended toread: 
Section 1805. Insertion and Alteration of Entries in Documents; 

Removal; Refusal to Deliver.-Any member, chief clerk or employe of any 
county board of elections or judge, inspector or clerk of election, machine 
inspector, overseer, or other person, who knowingly inserts or knowingly 
permits to be inserted any fictitious name, false figure or other fraudulent 
entry on or in any registration card, district register, voter's certificate, list 
of voters, nomination vetition. affidavit, tally paper, general or duplicate 
return sheet, statement, certificate, oath, voucher, account, ballot or other 
record or document authorized or required to be made, used, signed, 
returned or preserved for any public purpose in connection with any 
primary or election; or who materially alters or intentionally destroys any 
entry which has been lawfully made therein, except by order of the county 
board of elections or court of competent jurisdiction, or who takes or 
removes any such book, affidavit, return, account, ballot or other 
document or record from the custody of any person having lawful charge 
thereof, in order to prevent the same from being used or inspected or 
copied as required or permitted by this act, or who neglects or refuses, 

manner required by this act, tideliver the same 
Into the custodv of the officers who are rwuired bv this act to use or keeo 
the same, shall he guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding one thousand ($1,000) 
dollars, or to undergo an imprisonment of not less than one (1) month or 
more than two (2) years, or both, in the discretion of the coult. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect as follows: 
(1) The amendment of section 603 shall take effect 

I 
. . 

immediately. 
(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60 days. 

I On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

Maher 



1999 LEGISLATIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Tangretti. 

Mr. TANGRETTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, a couple of elections ago I had an opponent who 

filed his petitions, which, as we all do, we review our opponents' 
petitions, and I found a number of problems, but one of which was 
an entire petition was forged. I consulted the -yes, if you can 
believe that-and I consulted the attorneys about it, and of course, 
we could have gone to court and had this petition thrown out and 
a few other names, but lo and behold, of course, my opponent still 
had enough signatures to stay on the ballot. 

I just think that it is inappropriate and unrealistic to think that 
we should be serving with somebody who is elected who possibly 
has filed fraudulent petitions or attempted to. So as a consequence, 
it seems to me that what we do is we limit the process by not 
allowing an individual who in court is proven to have forged at 
least 10 percent of the petitions, signatures on petitions. That, to 
me, is a fair way of ensuring that the candidate is responsible for 
all of the signatures that are filed on his behalf. 

So I would ask for your support for the amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Vitali, is 

recognized on the amendment. 
Mr. VITALI. Would the maker of the amendment stand for 

brief interrogation? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Tangretti, 

indicates that he will. You may proceed. 
Mr. VITALI. I have not given this much consideration, but it 

occurs to me as you were describing this, would a candidate be 
disqualified if unbeknowt to him one of his volunteers, someone 
he has delegated the authority to collect signatures, has engaged in 
some sort of fraud without his knowledge or consent, perhaps even 
a plant from the other side? I mean, does your bill require an actual 
knowledge and intent on the part of the candidate himself or just 
generally 10 percent forged signatures? 

Mr. TANGRETTI. Well, the language of the amendment says 
10 percent. The intent would be that the candidate in filing the 
petition is responsible for all of those signatures and ought to be in 
a position, as we all are, in assuring ourselves that those are valid 
signatures in any way that we can do that. I know that I and the 
members of my campaign staff spend a lot of hours going through 
those names and assuring ourselves that they are valid signatures, 
and that puts the onus on the candidate. 

We go through this process every other year and we spend a lot 
of time assuring ourselves that they are accurate, and we can get 
candidates and it does not necessarily have to be an incumbent. It 
is just the idea that a candidate can go out there-- And as I 
mentioned, I have an entire petition here that is blatantly forged, 
and that candidate, had he won the election, would be serving in 
this body today. 

Mr. VITALI. And what races would this apply to? Would t h ~ s  
apply to the gubernatorial race, because I think-- Well, do you 
think there might be a problem in some of the larger races where 
the more signatures you need to gather, the less control you have 
over what is gathered? Do you think that may present a problem? 

Mr. TANGRETTI. I hope not. 
Mr. VITALI. Okay. Are you aware of if a requirement such as 

this or a provision such as this has been enacted in any other State 
and what their experience might be there? 

Mr. TANGRETTI. I am unaware of any other State. 
Mr. VITALI. Okay. Thank you. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Snyder, on the amendment. 
Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, could I interrogate the maker of 

the amendment? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. He is willing. You may proceed. 
Mr. SNYDER. Could we have some order, because I could not 

hear the earlier interrogation. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House will come to order. 

The conversations in the aisles will please break up. 
Go ahead, Mr. Snyder. 
Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, as a candidate for the House of 

Representatives, I need 300 signatures to become a qualified 
candidate. If I would have 1,000 signatures and it is found that one 
petition would contain 30 signatures that perhaps would have been 
forged, that would give me 970 valid signatures, but under your 
amendment, I would be ineligible to run as a candidate. Is that 
correct? 

Mr. TANGRETTI. That is correct. 
Mr. SNYDER. That is the end of my interrogation. 
The SPEAKER pro fempore. The gentleman is recognized on 

the amendment. 
Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I think every one of us who has 

run for election has probably experienced some questionable 
petitions that we have reviewed on our opponents. However, the 
law requires 300 valid signatures. As this is written, you could 
have 300 valid signatures, but a petition that may not even be 
under your control could allegedly have been proven to be 
falsified, making you ineligible as a candidate even though you had 
the legally required number of signatures. 

I would ask for a "no" vote on this amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro ternpore. The gentleman from Philadelphia, 

Mr. Cohen, on the amendment. 
Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I regretfilly join in opposing this amendment as 

well. 
I think my case is typical of many other people in the 

legislature. I delegate the overwhelming majority of the work of 
circulating nominating petitions to political organizations in my 
district. They in turn delegate it to committee people and 
volunteers. I have no control over who actually circulates the 
petitions. I have no ability, being busy with other things, to 
carefully scmtinize the handwriting of each and every person 
against the street list. 

I think that what we are moving in the direction of is a heavily 
litigated process of getting on the ballot which will make it 
extremely complicated. We will each have a duty, a legal duty of 
verify~ng each signature before we turn it in if we want to serve in 
the House of Representatives, and I think that i s  Mr. Vitali 
asked Mr. Tangretti the question of whether or not this particular 
amendment is enforced in any other State. I do not know the 
answer to that, but I know that New York State has a system which 
is full of pitfalls somewhat similar to this. I do not know if this is 
one of the provisions in New York or not, and it is a very, very 
expensive process to get on the ballot in New York, and I would 
hope that it would not be that difficult either. 

Primary opponents are annoying. Primary opponents who forge 
signatures are even more annoying, but I think we are creating a 
much greater problem than now exists if this amendment passes, 
and therefore, I regretfully urge that this amendment be defeated. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Horsey. 
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Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, may I interrogate the maker of the 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Tangretti, 
indicates that he will stand for interrogation. You may proceed. 

Mr. HORSEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, a man goes out - and each one of our districts has 

60,000 registered voters - a man goes out and gets 10,000 
signatures and 10 percentile is bad. So he throws out 1,000. I need 
to know, Mr. Speaker, which mle prevails - the 9,000 good 
signatures or the 300 mandated signatures? 

Mr. TANGRETTI. You only need 300, as you know, to be on 
the ballot. If 10 percent of those 300 are proved in a court of law 
to b e  

Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, that i s  
Mr. TANGRETTI. May I answer the question? 
Mr. HORSEY. Okay. 
Mr. TANGRETTI. Thank you. 
-proved in a court of law to be forged, then you would not 

he on the ballot. 
Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, the amendment says 10 percentile 

of your pebtions. 
Mr. TANGRETTI. No. It says 10 percent of required number. 
Mr. HORSEY. Oh, it does say 10 percent of the required 

numbers? 
Well, Mr. Speaker, I will speak on the amendment, 

Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized on 

the amendment. 
Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, our mission is to encourage good 

government and to encourage people to participate in the system, 
and to that end, Mr. Speaker, this is a bad amendment. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Tangretti, for the second 
time. 

Mr. TANGRETTI. No, I better not, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Cappabianca Lucyk Roberts Tangreni 
Corrigan Melio Shaner Travaglio 
Kaiser Petrarca Steelman 
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Adolph 
Allen 

Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Banino 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichler 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Foxier 
Frankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 

Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Mann 
Markasek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McI lham 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughtm 
Metcalfe 
Michiovic 

Santani 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schulei 
Scnmentl 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Smith. B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 

Bishop 
Boys  
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovia 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clyner 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
costa 
COY 
curry 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dermody 
Deweese 
DiCiolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Ha* 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowia 
James 
Josephs 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGmna 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovia 
Levdansb 
Lynch 
Maher 

~p 

Micozzie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
One 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Peuone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
PlaN 
Presron 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rooney 
ROSS 
Rubley 
Ruffing 
Sainato 
Samuelson 

Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevensan 
Smmnatter 
Sturla 
s m  
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Trello 
TNe 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTING4 

Blaum Lawless Rohrer Ryan, 
Comell Mffiill Trich Speaker 
Gmim Pistella Wilt 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Tangretti, do you have a 
second amendment? The gentleman withdraws it. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on fmal passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 

nays will now be taken. 

The following roll call was recorded: 
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Adolph 
Allen 
ATeall 
&strong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
B ' i e l i n  
Bishop 
~ o y e s  
Browne 
Butkovin 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymei 
Cahen, L. I. 
Cahen, M. 
Colafella 
Corriean 
costa- 
COY 
curry 
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
~ P S Y  
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGlrolamo 
DonaNcci 
h u c e  
Eachus 
Egolf 

Evans Major 
Fairchiid Manderino 
Fargo Man" 
Fees  Markosek 
Fichter Marsico 
Fleagle Masland 
Flick Mayernik 
Forcier McCall 
Frankel McGeehan 
Freeman Mcllhattan 
Gannon Mcllhinney 
Geist McNaughton 
George Melio 
Gigliam Metcalfe 
Gladeck Michlovic 
Godshall Micome 
Gordner Miller, R. 
Gruceia Miller, S. 
Habay Mundy 
Haluska Myers 
H a m  Nailoi 
Harhai Nick01 
Harhan O'Brien 
Hasay Oliver 
Hennessey Chie 
Herman Peml  
Hershey Pewi 
Hess Petraica 
Horsey Peuone 
Hutchinson Phillips 
Jadlowiec P~PPY 
James Plans 
Joseohs Preston 
KaisLr 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGmtta 
Laughlin 
Ledmr 
Leh 
Lewovin 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 

Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Ruffing 
Sainato 
Samuelson 
Santoni 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, 9. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimaner 
Sturla 
S u m  
Tangretti 
Taylor, E. Z 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travagiio 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
v a n e  
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
W o w  
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 
Zirnmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTINGI 

Bunt 

Blaum Lawless Rohrer Ryan, 
Comell McGill Trich Speaker 
Gruitza Pistella Wilt 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
aflinmtive, the question was determined in the affumative and the 
bill passed fmally. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concmence. 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 461, 
PN 481, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for notice of arrest for school o r  
child-care service employees. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the understanding of the 
Chair that all amendments to this bill have been withdrawn. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Bill was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on f m l  passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass fmally? 
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitutio~ the yeas and 

nays will now be taken. 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Amstrang 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Boyes 
Br0me 
Bunt 
Butkovin 
Buxtan 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cahen, M. 
Colafella 
corngan 
Costa 
COY 
curr i  
Dailey 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Demody 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feex 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Fiankel 
Freeman 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhan 
Hawy 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hmhey 
Hess 
Homey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Klrkland 
Krebs 
LaGrooa 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Leh 

Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Ma"" 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNauehton - 
Melio 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickal 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
One 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrane 
Phillips 
pippy 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rwney 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H 
Snvder 
soiobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Smnmaner 
Sturla 
Svrra 
Tangreni 
Taylor. E. Z 
Taylor, I .  
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
Vanee 
Van Home 
Vmn 
Vitali 
Walka 
Washmaon 
Williams 
W o w  
Wojnaroski 
Wright 
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DeWeese Lescovilz Ross Yewcic 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rubley Youngblood 
Donatucci Luqk Ruffing Yudichak 
Druce Lynch Sainato Zimmerman 
Eachus Maher Samuelson 2% 

NOT VOTING1 

Blaum Lawless Rohrer Ryan, 
Comell MeGill Trich Speaker 
Gruiua Pistella Wilt 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affumative, the question was determined in the a f fmt ive  and the 
bill passed fmally. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the . . 
gentleman, Mr. ~ar ley ,  rise? - 

Mr. BARLEY. For the purpose of making an announcement, 
please. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order. 
Mr. BARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to call for an Appropriations Committee meeting 

tomorrow at 10:50 in the conference room of the majority 
Appropriations Committee complex. 

SENATE BILL FOR CONCURRENCE I 

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentlema Mr. Fargo. 

Mr. FARGO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
There will be a caucus of the Republican members immediately 

upon the recess. We will be back on the floor at 7 o'clock for 
additional votes. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to urge the members 

to make sure that they are in their respective caucuses for this very 
important caucus and be back on the floor at 7 o'clock. Thank you. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Casorio, rise? 

Mr. CASORIO. Point of personal privilege, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order. 
Mr. CASORIO. My good colleague, Representative Petrarca, 

is a bit humble. I would like to recognize his wife, his 4-year-old 
daughter, and his 1 %-year-old son in the balcony - Representative 
Petrarca's family. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Welcome to the hall of the House. 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro ternpore. Mr. Cohen, do you want to make 
a caucus announcement? The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, we are going to consider HB 8, 
which makes various changes in the School Code. Therefore, we 
are going to have a Democratic caucus immediately upon the 
recess. We will consider HB 8 tonight. So I would urge attendance 
at the caucus. 

VOTE CORRECTIONS 

Mr. WATERS. No problem, Mr. Speaker. 
Referred to Comminee on HEALTH AND HUMAN I want to make a correction, 

SERVICES, November 9, 1999. I would l i e  the record to reflect that I vote "ves" on HB 461. 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presented the 
following bill for concurrence: 

SB 670, PN 1475 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr. Lucyk, 
I am sorry; Mr. Waters. We thought it was Mr. Lucyk seeking 

recognition. 
Mr. Waters. go ahead. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. 03Brien, for the purpose of announcing a 
committee meeting. 

Mr. O'BRIEN. At the call of the recess, Mr. Speaker, there will 
be an immediate meeting of the Health and Human Services 
Comminee in the back of the House bebmd the railing. 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

recognized. 
Mr. LUCYK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On the Birmelin amendment, 4068, I inadvertently voted 'yes," 

and I would like to be voted "no." 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman's remarks will be 

spread upon the record. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman's remarks will be 
spread upon the record. 

Mr. Lucyk, now are you seeking recognition? The gentleman is 



An Act amending the act of December 14, 1992 (P.L.1116, No.145), 
entitled Wholesale Prescription Drug Distributors License Act, further 
defining "wholesale distribution of prescription drugs." 
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Whereupon, the Speaker pro tempore, in the presence of the 
House, signed the same. 

BILL SIGNED BY 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 
presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the title 
was publicly read as follows: 

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 670 be removed 
from the table and placed on the active calendar. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority leader, who calls for an immediate meeting of the 
Rules Commime at the majority leader's desk. 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

HB 8, PN 2625 (Amended) By Rep. PERZEL 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known 
as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for contracts with 
orivate residential rehabilitative institutions. for continuinp orofessional 
de<elopment and for a program for conrlnulng professlohi educ311on. 
prottdlng for nattonal board cen~ficat~on and for pn\arc alicrnatlve 
education institutions for disruptive students; and making an 
appropriation. 

RULES. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKERpro tempore. Without objection, the House will 
stand in recess until 7 p.m. 

RECESS EXTENDED 

The time of recess was extended until 7:30 p.m, 

AFTER RECESS 

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 

BILL REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

SB 670, PN 1475 By Rep. O'BRIEN 

An Act relating to the l~ccnsurc and regul311on of pedlamc extended 
cxe centers in  r h ~ ,  Cummonucai~h 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AS AMENDED 

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to the following HB 8, PN 2625, as further 
amended by the House Rules Committee: 

An Act mcndtng the act of .March IU, 1949 (P L.30.Uo.14). known 
3s the Publlc School Codc of 1949, further provtding for conoacts wth 
private residential rehabilitative institutions and for continuing 
orofessional develoornent and for a oroeram for continuine orofessional - .  
;ducatlon, pro\ld~t;g fur ndt~onal board :ert~ficdt~on and for pntare 
~lternat~\e cducdt~on in,tltut~onz for d~rrupt~\e students, and mdklng an 
appropriation. 

On the question, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended by 

the Rules Committee? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moved by the gentleman, 
Mr. Stairs, that the House concur in the amendments. 

The question recurs, will the House concur in the amendments 
inserted by the Senate as amended by the House? 

On that question, the Chair recognizes the lady from 
Luzeme County, Representative Mundy. 

Ms. MUNDY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
We House Democrats just had- 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the lady suspend. 
It is pretty noisy in here. The House will come to order. 

Members will take their seats. Conversations in the aisles will 
break up. 

The lady is recognized. 
Ms. MUNDY. Thank you. 
The House Democrats just had a caucus on HB 8. Frankly, I 

t h i i  there were more questions raised than there were answers. 
As a member of the House Education Committee, I snongly 

support continuing professional development for teachers. I 
support higher standards for the profession. I certainly support and 
have voted consistently to spend more money on altemative 
education programs, but as I read this bill, I have an awful lot of 
questions that I do not think I am getting adequate answers to. For 
example, why do we need to authorize in legislation contracting 
out of altemative ed programs? My school district, one of my three 
school districts, already does that very successfully. There is no 
complaint by any member of the professional staff at that school 
district that I have heard of. The school district contracts with a 
private contractor to provide altemative education. Why now do 
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we need legislation to authorize that? Are you saying that my 
school district is doing that illegally? 

We have upped the appropriation for alternative ed to 
$10 million. That sounds great, except I am beginning to wonder. 
Some people in our caucus think they are going to get $15,000 per 
student. That absolutely cannot happen. If we now give more 
money to Philadelphia at $15,000 per student, does that mean that 
my program no longer gets any funding? 

We have exempted this alternative education contractor from 
certain things in the School Code. It would take us many, many 
hours to figure out what all those things are. What are we 
exempting them from? What kind of education will they be 
required to provide now? 

I am very happy with the alternative ed program that is being 
conducted in my school districts. It is very successful. It is a 
private contractor, and they are doing a great job. The kids l i e  the 
program. They are staying in school and they are succeeding. I 
have no idea what this bill does to that program, and until I am 
sure about that, I am not going to vote for this. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, any school district that does not want to deal with 

this program does not have to deal with the program That answers 
the one question. 

You can continue doing exactly what you are doing right now. 
You do not have to change anything, and everythmg will stay in 
place the way it is now. Thls does nothing to a school district that 
decides not to opt into this program. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Sum.  
Mr. SURRA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to speak against HB 8 because of the 

recently added amendments. 
And for the record I thlnk it is important to note that I am a 

strong proponent of alternative education. In fact, I thmk investing 
money in alternative education is what we really need to be 
looking at. Many of the schemes and plans in education, from 
vouchers to charter schools. Mr. Speaker, they are helping the 
people that do not need the help. I call it saving the saved. We 
need to help the children that are falling through the cracks. We 
need to help those children that are going to end up in jail someday 
at a cost of $25.000 a year We could send those children to 
Notre Dame, Mr. Speaker. cheaper than it costs us to incarcerate 
them. 

However. here we are afam at a late hour with a very complex, 
controversial amendmen! bang inserted in the Rules Committee, 
circumventing the Education Committee. We are being expected 
to vote on major publ~c pol~cy changes after a half-an-hour caucus. 
I have said this before from this microphone: I do not think we 
should be doing the people's busmess that way, Mr. Speaker. 

You know, what land of message are we sending to the teachers 
in Pennsylvania? HB 8 started out as a bill that required teachers 
currently - currently - teaching in Pennsylvania, people currently 
certified to teach in Pennsylvania, hut we need to make sure that 
they are better and the best teachers they can he, and to do that we 
are going to make you go to school 180 hours over every 5-year 
period, whether you have a master's degree in education or not, to 
make sure that you are really up to speed and you are the best and 
most qualified teacher. 

Let us assume that qualifications and having high standards for 
our teachers is what it takes to improve education, and we hear 

from the administration, and every college student of 
Pennsylvania, thousands of students that are majoring in education 
right now in Pennsylvania are being told, well, there might be 
regulations drafted by the administration that are going to require 
that you have a 3.0 average and all these tougher standards to 
become a teacher. because let us assume that tougher certifications 
are going to make good teachers. 

And then on the other hand, we come up with this proposal for 
alternative schools where you absolutely have no cefications and 
we do away with all the guidelines. Maybe my brother-in-law 
needs a job. Somebody will make him be a counselor. 
Mr. Speaker, it does not make sense. 

We need to address the issue of alternative education. That is 
where we really have to focus our efforts, on the at-risk kids, and 
I am glad that we are talking about this. I am just saddened that we 
are doing it in such a manner. We are talking about privatization, 
no certification; no debate; working on a concurrence vote after a 
half-an-hour caucus. That is not the way we should he making 
major public policy changes in education in Pennsylvania. 

I look fonvard to working on this. I hope we vote against this 
and get to work to do the right thing for the at-risk kids in 
Pennsylvania. This is not going to do it, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the gentleman 
from Beaver County, Mr. Colafella. 

Mr. COLAFELLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, may I interngate the majority leader, please? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel, 

indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation. You may 
proceed. 

Mr. COLAFELLA. Mr. Speaker, I believe the amount of money 
in the budget now for alternative education is $5.7 million and it 
is to go to $10 million. Is that right? Now, that being the case, if 
this piece of legislation is enacted, do you see a tremendous 
amount of increase of activity and more students entering the 
disruptive, these alternative schools in Philadelphia? 

Mr. PERZEL. I do not see a lot of children being enrolled in 
that program this year. The CEP outfit out of Houston has 
indicated that next school year in September they would take 
between 1,800 and 2,000 kids in the city of Philadelphia. It would 
he, in my mind, very difficult for a lot of the other school districts 
to get this up and running but not impossible, but they could take 
advantage of it. 

In the beginning I had asked the caucus on my side of the aisle, 
do you want to just do Philadelphia or would you like this for all 
the school districts in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania? 
Overwhelmingly, my members and the members I have talked to 
on your side of the aisle wanted the opportunity of being able to 
take care of the dismptive kids in every school district in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. So we allowed it so that they 
could all partake in this program. That does not mean they will all 
be up and running. If Representative Mundy's district does not 
want to do if you do not have to do it. If any member over there's 
district does not want to do iL you do not have to do if hut you can 
do it. 

Mr. COLAFELLA. But my question, sir, is, if we are going to 
enact this alternative education program in Philadelphia where you 
have all these noncertified teachers and there is a tremendous 
increase and there is only $10 million and let us say Philadelphia 
requires $12 million, what happens to all the other school districts 
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in this State who want to enter into programs like this? What do we 
do? Does the money just go to Philadelphia? 

Mr. PERZEL. We do not know what the contracts are going to 
be for yet, but I think we ought to point out a couple of things here. 
Right now - and I mentioned this in my caucus - roughly 
20 percent, actually 21 percent, of the kids do not show up every 
day. So you, the members of the General Assembly, are p a p g  for 
43,000 kids that are missing almost every single day. These onffits 
will go out and make sure the children come to school, or they do 
not get paid. If the child does not learn at the end of the year or 
they are not up one grade level, we do not have to pay. So there is 
a guarantee by these outfits that these kids will learn, or they will 
not get paid. If the kids do not come to school, they do not get 
paid. We really do not have that guarantee anywhere else. So I 
think this gives us a better working way to make sure the kids are 
coming, the kids are learning, the kids are getting ahead, and the 
kids can make it in life. 

Is it going to cost $10 million? We do not know that right now. 
We put in $10 million. We have talked to the Governor; we have 
talked to the Senate; we have talked to some of your leaders. We 
know it will be a higher figure, and if your school districts opt into 
this program, we are looking at making sure that they get taken 
care of, but it will be higher than $10 million. 

Mr. COLAFELLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I think it is very, very sad though that we are 

voting tonight to enact tougher requirements for teachers in 
Pennsylvania and yet at the same time we are saying to students 
who are disruptive, so to speak, that you can go to schools where 
it does not matter whether a teacher has gone to college or whether 
he has not gone to college. 1 think that is very, very sad. I thii 
there are so many questions that were asked by our caucus that 
i s  

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Colafella, have you 
conclude& 

Mr. COLAFELLA. Yes, I am through with it; I am sorry. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence. 
Mr. COLAFELLA. I am sorry. 
It was very embarrassing being the minority chairman of the 

Education Committee to be asked a thousand questions about a 
program that we have no answers to give, because we have had no 
hearings on this particular matter. The bill has never gone through 
our committee, and I think it is very. very sad if we are going to 
operate this way. 

Members here today are voting on something, and there are a 
tremendous amount of questions that you have, and you h o w  you 
do. I just do not think this is a good way to conduct business, and 
I am very sorry to see that that is what bas happened tonight. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Northumberland County, 
Mr. Belfanti. 

Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Surra probably said about 75 percent of what 

I intended to say. It is about how we do the people's business, how 
we conduct debate on major policy changes in this 
Commonwealth. 

1 have a boot camp in my district, Mr. Speaker, and it costs a lot 
more money to house a bad kid, a kid who has been convicted of 
a felony, who comes from everyone else's disnicts. It is not a boot 
camp exclusively for the three counties that I represent. I would 

much rather alternative education programs be available to take 
those kids that have not yet committed a felony but are disruptive 
students and get them off the streets and into a classroom. 

I share the concerns of my colleague, Mr. Colafella, about the 
sections and sections and sections and sections of requirements 
that our public school teachers must have that are eviscerated by 
this amendment. All of the qualifications that a teacher needs, 
basic certifications, are completely out of the teachers that would 
be permitted to teach in this particular alternative education 
program, but I am not even sure that is all that bad, because I 
believe that some of these kids ought to be taught by social 
workers perhaps as opposed to English teachers. 

But my problem with the legislation again is the way it comes 
before us, a major piece of policy that is decided upon by the 
majority leader and Mr. Evans or one of my other leaders, and it 
is the fourth or fifth or sixth occasion this session that at 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon I have members coming up to me asking me about 
some interest group's position on a bill that we are going to vote 
t o ~ g b t  that I have no idea is on the voting schedule. And I go to 
the chairman of the Education Committee and I ask hnn, what are 
we voting on tonight? And be has no idea what we are voting on 
tonight, and it is a major policy change. We are not talking about 
changing the age of a dnver from 18 to 17, and that is major to 
certain people, but this issue is about education; it is about 
discipline; it is about privatization; it is about a lot of things, and 
it should not have been amended in the Rules Committee today 
and brought out on this House floor this evening. 

So for that very reason alone, not because I have a problem 
with alternative education or in fact the need for Philadelphia to 
establish a widespread alternative education program, because I 
have been to Philadelphia quite often and I think they do need it. 
They need more help than most of the districts in this State. 
But I beg to differ with my good friend, Dwight Evans, and the 
majority leader that they can on whatever date, time, and place 
they decide they are going to run something for Philadelphia that 
they both agree 0% we have it shoved down our throats. We get a 
half hour or an hour to debate it in caucus, and then we are 
expected to put up an intelligent, informed vote. 

So for that reason, Mr. Speaker, I am a "no" vote on 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Lancaster 
County, Mr. Sturla, is recognized on concurrence. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the gentleman, Mr. Perzel, rise for a brief interrogation? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel, 

indicates that he will stand for interrogation. You may proceed. 
Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, as a member of the House Education Committee, 

I had hoped to be able to have some of these questions answered 
in the Education Committee, but unfortunately, the committee was 
bypassed. So I will ask them of you tonight. 

The way I read this amendment that was inserted that we are 
now concurring on, page 17 of the amendment talks about 
approval by the department, that "A PRIVATE ALTERNATIVE 
EDUCATION INSTITUTION MAY NOT OPERATE IN THIS 
COMMONWEALTH UNLESS IT IS APPROVED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION." 

Now, earlier tonight when someone else questioned you about 
their existing programs that are contracting with private 
contractors in the State of Pennsylvania to provide alternative 



LEGISLATIVE 1998 

education programs, you said they could continue. Would those 
private contractors that are currently under contract in the State of 
Pennsylvania need to get approval from the Secreiay of Education 
to comply with this section or would they be exempt from this 
under some clause that does not exist in the legislation? 

Mr. PERZEL. No. This applies only to separate facilities that 
would try to come into the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania under 
this new act. 

Mr. STURLA. Mr. Speaker, 1 do not quite understand. You say 
s e p a r a t e  

Mr. PERZEL. The answer is no. 
Mr. STURLA. If a new company comes to Pennsylvania and 

tries to contract with an existing school district that already has a 
private contractor, are they required to- 

Mr. PERZEL. Yes. 
Mr. STURLA. So it is only if they are new, if they do not 

already have a contract in Pennsylvania. But those companies that 
do have contracts in Pennsylvania already for alternative education 
programs would not need to get approval from the Secretary of 
Education in order to qualify. Is that correct? 

Mr. PERZEL. Unless they are already not approved. You are 
right. 

Mr. STURLA. So for instance, when Representative Mundy 
stood up or one of the other Representatives who talked about a 
boot camp or various other Representatives who have expressed 
that they have alternative education programs with private 
contractors in their dismcts right now, those contractors could go 
into Philadelphia and bid on this for these dollars without approval 
from the Secretary of Education because they already exist in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PERZEL. Yes. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I am a little curious. I see that the current l i e  item 

in the budget of $5.7 million is being increased to $10 million. 
Normally, when we think of private industry and competition that 
has been talked about as a way to save money in the State of 
Pennsylvania, you would think it would cost us less dollars and yet 
that line item is now increasing about 75 percent and while I agree 
that t h~s  line item should have been $10 million 3 or 4 years ago, 
there were those that argued 3 or 4 years ago that we just did not 
need that kmd of money for altemative education in the State of 
Pennsylvania. Now, suddenly, when we get private contractors 
applymg for th~s work, we are going to up the line item 75 percent. 
Is there any reason you can tell us why we suddenly need a 
75-percent increase in that line item as a result of having private 
conmctors do this work instead of the school districts themselves? 

Mr. PERZEL. It is more options, more flexibility. It is not an 
unfimded mandate. This will allow the school districts that want to 
participate to be able to do the types of things that are mfferent that 
they need to do to make sure these kids go to school. 

Mr. STURLA. Okay. And it did not matter that the money was 
not there when they were trying to do those things themselves? 

Mr. PERZEL. The $5.7 million, part of that has already been 
encumbered. Is that what you are asking? 

Mr. STUFZA. And so is that $5.7 million dedicated to 
programs that are currently being done through- 

Mr. PERZEL. In existence now? Is that what you are asking? 
Mr. STURLA. -and so the $4.3 million additional, is that 

dedicated strictly to new companies that come in or could it be 
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used for existing alternative education programs that the school 
districts already provide? 

Mr. PERZEL. If they have applied before, they could use this 
new money toward an existing program. 

Mr. STURLA. Okay. So even if they run that existing program, 
they can use this additional $4.3 million towards funding their 
existing program. 

Mr. PERZEL. Yes; they can. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. 
Mr. Speaker, if a student is currently in a private school in 

Pennsylvania, private or parochial school within a school district, 
and they are expelled from that private or parochial school, can 
they go directly to the new private alternative school or would they 
have to fmt enroll in the public school and then be expelled from 
the public scbool before they would qualify for the private 
alternative education? 

Mr. PERZEL. You would have to enroll, but part of wha& 
The answer is you would have to enroll. Part of what we were 
trying to catch is the 1,500 kids in Philadelphia that are released 
from prison and put right back into the public school system. We 
wanted to try to get those kids right into the altemative system so 
that they were not back in the regular high school or grade school 
setting, but the answer is yes. 

Mr. STURLA. Those 1,500 kids that are released from prison 
back into the public schools, do they have to commit an offense in 
the public school before they qualify for the altemative education 
program or can, as a result of them being in prison for something 
unrelated to school, can they be immediately remanded to the 
alternative private education program? 

Mr. PERZEL. They could if that is decided by the school 
district that that is what they want to do. It is done at the local 
level. We are not making that decision. 

Mr. STURLA. Okay. So it is the local school district that gets 
to decide that. 

Mr. Speaker, on the bids, I understand that the Secretary of 
Education needs to approve the contractors. Is the school district 
required to let any and all approved contractor that wishes to bid 
on the contract bid on the contract or can the school district say we 
are going to choose one contractor to bid on this contract and we 
are going to do a sole source contract? 

Mr. PERZEL. There is nothiag that says they have to put it out 
on bid. They could pick one particular provider and go with that 
provider, if that is the question you are asking. The answer is, that 
is what they coulddo; yes. 

Mr. STC?(LA. Okay. So it is considered professional services 
or something where they do not have to put it out to bid? Is that 
the- 

Mr. PERZEL. It is like an approved private school. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And that decision is made by the local school district. 
Mr. Speaker, I am done with my interrogation. 1 would like to 

make a brief comment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized on 

concurrence. 
Mr. STURLA. Mr. Speaker, I am probably going to end up 

voting for this piece of legislation tonight simply because I have 
tmst in the executive director of the Education Committee who I 
believe drafted this piece. 

I do, however, wish that it had come before the Education 
Committee, and my sense is that before this issue is over witb, if 
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in fact it is approved as law, this issue will be back in the 
Education Committee and we will be making determinations on 
some of the kinds of questions I asked tonight in addition to 
probably about a thousand more that we were unable to think of in 
the last 20 minutes since we have seen this language. I just wish 
that the proper channels had been followed in order to get us to 
this point because I believe we could have gotten to this point with 
a lot more of our questions answered. 

And with that, again, I will probably end up voting for this just 
on the good faith of the executive director of the Republican 
Education Committee, but I would hope that we could do this 
differently in the future. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the gentleman 
from Philadelphia, Mr. Evans. 

Mr. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to support the concurrence of HB 8, and the 

reason that I rise to support the concurrence of HB 8 is because 
you have one particular school district that is basically saying to 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that they would like to 
provide a certain type of service. This language does not in any 
way say to any of the 501 school districts that you have to provide 
this through a profit-making organization or a nonprofit 
organization. It is, in my view, Mr. Speaker, a particular way that 
the local school district should decide what is best for their 
children, and it is, in my opinion, Mr. Speaker, that obviously, not 
just in the case of the city of Philadelphia, but any school district 
across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania should have thls option 
available to them. 

Do I think that this option in itself is going to solve every single 
problem? The answer is no. But I do believe, Mr. Speaker, it is an 
option that should be open and should be available to local school 
districts to make their decision about what works in the best 
interest of their children. 

Currently, Mr. Speaker, we have alternative private schools for 
special education. We refer children to those 22 approved private 
schools that we have in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. So it 
would seem to me that since we have empowered local school 
districts through either elected school boards or appointed school 
boards and those local school districts in return select 
superintendents in conjunction of working with the parents, the 
students, and the community, that the only thing we are doing as 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is saying to the local school 
districts that this is a new tool available to you. We are basically 
saying to you, to them, particularly to school districts, that a pan 
of your education toolbox, that this now will be available to you. 

So I am saying to you, Mr. Speaker, that no school district has 
to take advantage of this if they so not desire. But at this particular 
point, Mr. Speaker, I would just hope o n c e  And I have not been 
on this floor a lot, but again, I do not look at this as Democrat or 
Republican. I do not look at this as urban or suburban or rural. I 
look at this as about the children of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and it is clear to me, like I hope it is to most of you, 
that we have to provide some sort of altemative, but the 
alternative, Mr. Speaker, is we have to hold accountable; the 
alternative, Mr. Speaker, is we have to have high standards; the 
altemative, Mr. Speaker, is that we have to have a check and 
balance. I do not believe, Mr. Speaker, that just because we 
contract with an organization, that in itself will magically solve the 
problem because it will not. So I am saying to you that I think that 
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this is a reasonable proposal. I think it is something that we all 
should support, first. 

Secondly, there is the issue, there is the issue in terms of teacher 
certification in this bill. So it is not just the question of alternative 
education We also need not to forget the teacher certification and 
what takes place there. So here, Mr. Speaker, we have an 
opporhmity to add something to education reform to this puzzle. 
And I am saying to you, Mr. Speaker, that I hope that we will look 
at the issue about how we make things work for our children and 
not get caught up in the process questions, not get caught up, well, 
you know, unfortunately, it came out of the Rules Committee; 
unfortunately, we did not have all the time and the discussion. 

I am saying to you I think it is an opportunity for all of us to 
join and support this issue, and I am askimg that on HB 8 we 
concur on this issue. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For the information of the 
members, the list of members who are waiting to speak is as 
follows: Stairs, Preston, Horsey, Plans, DeLuca, Steelman, and 
Veon. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Westmoreland 
County, Mr. Stairs, on concurrence. 

Mr. STAIRS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I should stand here and be very elated with this very important 

piece of legislation that the Education Committee has worked on 
for, I would say, probably 3 years or so, trying to get the best 
teachers in our public schools, requiring teachers l i e  other 
professionals to maintain a rigorous continuing education program, 
and certainly bener our education. In the same token, as we are 
trying to make better teachers who are in the field we are really 
endeavoring to enrich and to provide a valuable education to our 
students in our preparatory schools for teaching, making their 
course more demanding, setting higher standards, and hopefully, 
making education in Pennsylvania second to none in the counny, 
but at the last moment today, the Rules Committee adds 
information to the bill, amends the bill pertaining to alternative 
education. 

Certainly I thii we all support alternative education, and I am 
quite proud that a number of years ago another bill passed this 
House. It got the State involved in alternative education. 
Unfortunately, it has been underfunded. The few million dollars 
will help, but it will still be a Band-Aid. It is not going to address 
the problem. 

But the thing I want to impress upon the membership here is 
that here we are setting a tone of increased quality for certified 
teachers, demanding excellence, and then passing a bill, amending 
a bill at the last moment that would put our students at the most 
risk, and certainly the disruptive students are at risk. They need the 
extra help, because if they do not get it, they may be in prison, 
which is the last thing we want to see happen, but they are going 
to be instructed with uncertified teachers. So if we are going to do 
this, why demand high standards of teachers that we do have and 
we are going to relax the standards when we want to for this group 
or that group or this group over here. So this concerns me greatly 
that we send out mixed signals. We do not stand tall and fm and 
demand the best that we can get. We accept something less than 
what would be the best. 

I also have a concern that the schools that are presently having 
alternative programs are going to have one standard, one rule that 
they have got to abide by, and then other schools that decide to go 
with this amendment are going to have a different set of rules, an4 
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you know, we have enough bureaucracy that does not make sense, 
that is overlapping, and that sends this in the wrong direction, and 
here we are at it again in not sending a clear signal. 

So I am fearful that all good intentions do not always give us 
the quality and meet the needs of our Commonwealth. My only 
hope would have been that we would have taken a little more time, 
given the members a little more time to digest this, and certainly 
come up with a proposal that all Pennsylvanians can be proud of 
that is certainly going to make Pennsylvania's educationmeet the 
needs not only of special ed, which we have a long ways to go; 
vocational education, which we have a long ways to go; and 
unfortunately, alternative education, which we are going to stumble 
and fall and not cross the finish line being number one. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Preston. 
Mr. PRESTON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the majority leader stand for a few questions? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates that he 

will. You may proceed. 
Mr. PRESTON. Thank you. 
On the bill, Mr. Speaker, starting on page 15 that deals with the 

private alternative educational institutions for disruptive students, 
in dealing with the issue of certification and experience required, 
what would be the difference as compared to the normal 
educational process that we have in our educational systems as far 
as minimum standards as compared to alternative education? 

Mr. PERZEL. There would not necessarily be any difference 
whatsoever. It depends on what the contract at the local level, the 
local school district sets up with the alternative schools. They 
could put in there whatever they felt necessary. 

Mr. PRESTON. Is it possible that they could hire people who 
may not even be college educated to run the system? 

Mr. PERZEL. That is possible. They need aides, yes. 
Mr. PRESTON. So in other words, it is possible for a school 

system to lower the standards if it chooses for minimum 
educational requirements for the people who work for the system. 

Mr. PERZEL. I do not believe any school district in the 
Commonwealth would do that, Mr. Speaker, but I am hying to 
address the absentee problem; I am hying to address the problem 
of the children getting out of our prisons and going into the public 
school systems and stopping that from occuning, to put them in 
separate settings. I am trying to stop the 3,800 kids in Xth, 9th 
loth, I lth, and 12th grades in Philadelphia that drop out, the 
15,000 kids that are missing, the 41,000 kids every day that do not 
bother to go to school. Someone will go get them and someone 
will make sure they are in school and someone will make sure they 
are learning, and if they are not learning, they do not get paid. 

Mr. PRESTON. Mr. Speaker, that is a very interesting 
statement that you made, and I was not going to go there, but since 
you have, let us look at what you just simply said and help answer 
my question in relationship to the minimum qualifications then. 
Are you saying that a school system may be able to help all of 
those lists of people that you had going there, whether they come 
from, and I do not like to think that they all come from a 
court-adjudicated program or a prison or they have been dismptive 
in class. There are an awful lot of different evaluative situations 
that deal with the process. Are you saying that we might have a 
better system by allowing the systems to lower their standards for 
the people who are going to be teaching the children? 

Mr. PERZEL. They have to abide by all State standards, 
Mr. Speaker. They cannot lower the standards. 

Mr. PRESTON. Now, just a minute ago you said that it would 
be possible for them to have a teacher that does not have a college 
education. 

Mr. PERZEL. Yeah; that is right. 
Mr. PRESTON. Now, are yon saying that if that is the case, that 

is possible in our regular school systems? 
MI. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, if that were possible, tomorrow 

40-some thousand kids would not take off from school. There is 
something wrong, and we need an alternative way to make sure 
those kids go to school. There is something wrong when 1,500 kids 
are put out of prison and put into the public school system. 

Mr. PRESTON. Well- . 
Mr. PERZEL. There is something wrong, Mr. Speaker. There 

is something wrong that this year 3,800 kids will drop out of 
school. There is something wrong, yes, and I am saying that these 
schools will either meet that standard or the contract will not be 
renewed. It is pretty simple. 

Mr. PRESTON. I am glad that you are expressing the people 
who are coming out from prison, but what about the people who 
have evaluative situations, that have different variables in dealing 
with home life and other different systems within dealing with 
whether it is Philadelphia or whatever. Everybody is not just 
coming out of prison. 

Mr. PERZEL. Well, Mr. Speaker, I thought I mentioned several 
groups. 

Mr. PRESTON. I do not know of too many kids who go to 
elementary school who maybe qualify for this or junior high school 
who can even go to prison under our Constitution - am I correct in 
saying that? - unless they are tried as an adult. So where are the 
15,000 children who are coming out of prison that you are-  

Mr. PERZEL. 1,500, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. PRESTON. -that you are going to be able to offer them 

an alternative system where someone who may be a forest ranger, 
who may have owned a restaurant- It happened in my area last 
time with Turner Elementary. We found that the Secretary of 
Education gave certification to people who had even just come out 
of a restaurant who should not have even had it. How do we 
prevent these things from happening if you are saying this is for the 
good of the children by not lowering the standards? 

Mr. PERZEL. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. I thought you were 
giving a speech. Were you asking a question? 

Mr. PRESTON. No, I was not giving a speech, sir. I was 
answering a question followup because you did not answer my 
second question. What 1 am simply saying is this: one, you made 
a statement from my interrogation, Mr. Speaker, that it is possible 
for a person to work for one of the alternative educational 
programs that would have lower standards than the regular 
educational system that we mandate in this State. You said that it 
is possible. It does not mean that it would happen, but it is 
possible, and I am just trying to say, how can we say that the 
educational system will be improved under your recommendation 
or your amendment here if we are going to offer a system and a 
chance where they can have lower qualifications and lower 
qualified employees. I am not saying it is going to happen, but I 
am only repeating what you were saying because of those 15,000 
people that you said that are coming out of some form of prison 
system, which I still cannot get that, but I am only repeating your 
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statement, sir. How does that improve education if we give 
permission to lower the standards? 

Mr. PERZEL. What matters, Mr. Speaker, is the result in the 
end. It will be up to the school districts to make sure that the 
results at the end are the results that we wanted when we sent the 
child to the alternative school. The school district will make that 
determination. 

Mr. PRESTON. Do yo+ 
Mr. PERZEL. If they are not g e t t i n e  Go ahead, Mr. Speaker. 

I am sorry. 
Mr. PRESTON. Do you have any quantifiable data that will 

justify lowering the end if we lower the standards? 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, the one outfit that we have dealt 

with, which is CEP, has said that they will guarantee each child 
one grade level for every year they have them, and in the other 
type of alternative school where the child is behind and they are 
trying to get the kid back up to grade level, they will guarantee 
them two grade levels. There is nobody else in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania-private, parochial, nonprivate, no group that you 
know of out there - that will guarantee one grade level every year 
they have the child, and if it is a child that is behind, two grade 
levels in that one year. That is all I can say. There is no other outfit 
that will guarantee that, not in Pittsburgh, not in Philly, not in 
central Pennsylvania, and this outfit will guarantee that, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. PRESTON. Mr. Speaker, I did not ask about a guarantee. 
I asked, do you have any research, quantifiable data, in any of the 
United States or in the world that will say that this system will 
work by offering people to be able to lower the standards to 
protect and to teach our children that have been disruptive? 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, in Houston where they have this 
program, there are about 6,000 kids in the Houston school system 
that are now going to these alternative schools. They have now 
expanded to Dallas and San Antonio. So I doubt that the other two 
cities would have taken them if they were not bringing the kids up 
to par, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. PRESTON. Mr. Speaker, may I speak since I am not 
getting any information on quantifiable data and- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized on 
concurrence. 

Mr. PRESTON. I am very concerned when you ask someone 
about quantifnble data when we are talking about someone who is 
going to teach our children and all we continue to hear are 
statements related to prisons. We have a problem in Pennsylvania, 
and all of a sudden in the middle of the n igk  while the educational 
programs have been looking at it for years, a piece of paper is 
supposed to solve the issue. It is very difficult for me if we are 
going to protect children, and I have watched us isolate things over 
history. I watched the issue of public housing when we said, this 
is going to be good for you, and we gave them substandard 
housing and substandard administration and we are still paying for 
it, and I would like to he able to eliminate an awful lot of the 
section 8 situation. Now I am sitting down hearing someone who 
is trying to say, without any quantifiable data, without any form of 
clear structure that will denote that I can see a variance of 
improvement of education other than what someone has said, 
because they are doing it and they are getting paid for it; they are 
making a profit at it, but I am saying no educational institution that 
I know of, and if the majority leader had that, I am sure he would 
be laying on the line some university in the world to say that this 

system is going to be bctter to be able to protect our children, and 
that is what it is about. There are an awful lot of variables that can 
cause a person to go in front of the system. 

It is interesting to me, because I worry about the costs also, I 
did not hear anythmg- Currently right now if someone goes to a 
court-adjudicated situation, the county in most cases will pick up 
the tab and pay a per diem for insmctional courses. Under this 
particular bill, I wonder if that is still going to be true but instead 
of the counties picking it up if this is going to be an unfunded 
mandate on our school systems. We need something here, but 
clearly for the people in Pennsylvania, for the just simple questions 
I asked, I did not get an answer on protection of our children, and 
it would seem somewhere along the line that this great gentleman, 
who is the majority leader of the House of Representatives, who 
wants to change the educational system within our Commonwealth, 
will come up with some form of quantifiable measured 
immments, not just statements what someone said, that we will be 
able to deal with that and I would think that the reputation means 
something. So all I asked for was some quantifiable data, of which 
I still have not seen, but yet in a sense here it is in the middle of the 
night we are going to change the educational process for dedicated 
people, and it is, sir, it clearly is, and this is in the middle of the 
night of moving this through after the educational committees have 
been going through this. 

I am very concerned. If we want to be able to protect our 
children and deliver viable instruments in relating to educational 
processes, we should be having professional data, we should have 
the experts, we should have the Governor's analysts to be able to 
look at this, we should have our House committees with their 
analysts, we should have some of the universities be able to look 
at this, and still I have not heard one Pennsylvania university, I 
have not heard one university statement as far as backing up these 
statements, and I am raising a question, because I would like to be 
able to deal with this issue because we do have this problem in our 
school systems, but I am very concerned about the costs. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, just for the information of the 

members, I would like to point out that there are 8 school districts 
of the 501 currently that more than half of the children in the 
schools are not passing the Pennsylvania State assessment test. So 
certification is not the only thing that you need to be able to tun a 
school like that and get all the children up to par. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, Mr. Horsey. 

Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am not going to make this long; 
I am going to try to be as short as possible, but about 10 days ago, 
Mr. Speaker, the last time we dealt with the issue of education, the 
gentleman, Mr. Butkovitz, was introducing a resolution. The 
resolution involved crime and safety in the schools, and the exact 
time, about the exact time we were voting on that resolution, 
Mr. Speaker, a student was being shot and killed in Philadelphia. 
And the primary reason why Mr. Butkovitz was introducing the 
resolution was because a week before that, Mr. Speaker, a 
vice principal was being shot. Mr. Speaker, I am here to tell you 
that something has got to be done in the city of Philadelphia, and 
I do not mind saying it: I have lost faith in this present 
administration's ability to do anythmg proper for the children of 
Philadelphia. 
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Yes, I read the newspaper today, Mr. Speaker, for example, 
where they are spending $20 million - $20 million - on a special 
school for the elite, and there are people in the neighborhood who 
are concerned about how this $20 million is going to be used and 
who is going to be going to this school, and the school district 
refuses to tell them anything. No, Mr. Speaker, it is Mike Horsey's 
district. Thank you. It is Mike Horsey's district. 

Mr. Speaker, in this delegation- I think there are about 25 of 
us - I am the only certified teacher, Mr. Speaker, in the 
Philadelphia delegation. I am standing and saying that we need to 
do this concurrence and approve this House bill. The Philadelphia 
Federation of Teachers has said they are in favor of this; the 
superintendent of schools has said he is in favor of this, and I have 
it in writing. I have a letter from MI. Ted Kirsch in my office, and 
it was faxed to all the members in the Philadelphia delegation, 
saying he favors this legislation, Mr. Speaker, and I am asking that 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle support this legislation and 
affirmatively cast a vote for it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from York County, Mr. Platts. 

Mr. PLATTS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I rise to support HB 8 as it moves fonvard to passage, hopefully 

tonight, but I want to make a couple points. 
As far as the continuing education requirements, I think it is a 

step forward toward improving the quality of our schools, and for 
most teachers out there, that average teacher, HB 8 is not going to 
mean much because most teachers care about the quality of 
education they provide, they care about advancing themselves, and 
they are taking classes. They are already continuing their own 
education to the benefit of themselves and their students. As with 
many of the laws we pass, this is geared toward the minority 
number of teachers who are not advancing themselves, who are not 
taking classes, who are not ensuring that they are up to par. 
Unfortunately, to make sure all students, no matter what teacher 
they get, are getling a quality educatio~ we need to mandate some 
continuing educational requirements to deal with those troubled 
teachers out there that the? advance themselves, because as I said, 
most teachers are already doing what HB 8 is going to require of 
them. 

Turning to the alternat~ve ed portion of the bill, I do not think 
it is perfect. 1 am not Ihnlled about the lack of specific 
requirements concerning certification. I think it would be 
appropriate to have cenlficat~on requirements in the bill similar to 
when this House and h e  Senate passed charter schools legislation. 
But first, it is not correct to say there will be no certification 
requirements for any teacher that teaches in an alternative school 
program. If a local school dlsmct wants to require every teacher to 
be certified, the bill uill allow that. We are saying that your locally 
elected school board members. the people chosen by the residents 
of your community, will decide what the certification requirements 
for only altemative ed p r o m  are. So if your community thinks 
every one of your teachers in an alternative ed program should be 
certified, this bill allows that to be the case. 

Although 1 do not thlnk the bill is perfect, I think it seeks to 
address a growing crisis, and I think "crisis" is the right word for 
disrnptive students in our classrooms. When I talk to teachers of 
how I can best help them, and in fact when we defeated vouchers 
earlier this year, a number of teachers said to me, why do you not 
deal with the real problem, disruptive students; allow me to teach, 
allow me to educate and not deal with one or two bad apples at the 

expense of every other student in my class. Not only will this 
provide a safer and better education environment for our students, 
it is also going to help the disrnptive student. 

For those familiar with CEP that is looking at contracting with 
Philadelphia, there is a financial incentive in Houston where they 
now serve students to make sure the disruptive student shows up, 
is in the classroom, in that alternative ed program. Today there is 
no real incentive of that nature to ensure the disruptive student 
shows up in any program. So this will not only help the students 
who are not being disruptive, it will help the disrnptive students. 

In the short t e r n  the reality is Philadelphia School District 
probably is going to be the only school district in the next year or 
so contracting with a private contractor to provide this type 
program. That will allow the rest of our 500 school districts to 
learn from their example, good and bad, and have that test model 
per se. 

Although it is not perfect, as I said, I think it is a step in the 
right direction. I think there has been a very strong effort to inform 
legislators about this issue. Our Policy Committee on the 
Republican side has had several hearings where we had a lot of 
information shared. I got comments back from constituents who 
watched those hearings on PCN (Pennsylvania Cable Network), 
and I think this is something we need to do. We need to deal with 
that child who is causing the education of the other children who 
want to learn to be disrupted and to put those other children at risk 
of hann. We cannot wait any longer; we need to move forward, so 
I urge a "yes" vote on HB 8. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentlema& Mr. DeLuca, from Allegheny County on concurrence. 

Mr. DeLUCA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, as one of the other Representatives who spoke 

about the Democratic caucus, I spoke very forcefully for this bill 
in ow Democratic caucus because I believe it is time that we do 
something on behalf of kids. But as we had that hour-and-a-half 
caucus, there were numerous, numerous questions that came up 
that the answers were not there in my mind to justify my vote, 
mainly because of the fact that I could care less about PSEA 
(Pennsylvania State Education Association). It has nothing to do 
with that, because I think that we must start addressing what is best 
for the lads in this Commonwealth, and that is why I am a 
cosponsor of continued education on HB 8. But an hour and a half 
is not enough time for this type of legislation that is going to affect 
501 school districts and all our children in the Commonwealth. 

As other speakers have said, we need to address that issue of 
altemative education. We need to get the disruptive kids out of the 
classroom so children can learn and teachers can teach. That is 
hue, but what we need to do is make sure that we put the best 
program together for those kids in the Commonwealth. Can we do 
that in an hour and a half? Can we do that by circumventing our 
committee system? I think not. I think this is what it is all about. I 
thmk the committee system is what it is all about. But I do not 
know what the rush is to pass this legislation tonight. Had this bill 
been designated for Philadelphia only, my vote would be there for 
Philadelphia, because I really think they have a problem and they 
need to address it. But we are talking about changing this system. 
Even though it is a "may" bill, and I certainly believe that our 
school districts should have the right to do these types of 
programs, we are doing it for the whole State, and that makes me 
wonder why, why we are moving it so quick when we are still 
going to be in session and we still have time. If this bill is so good 
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for our students out there, for our children in this Commonwealth, 
why are we rushing to pass this legislation and then find out later 
that we are going to have problems? 

I am amazed that we passed our budget on May 5 and there was 
$10 million in there for alternative education. But guess what? The 
adminisintion took it out. Were we not concerned about our kids 
in alternative education on May 5 when we passed this early 
budget? Now all of a sudden we are saying we are concerned for 
alternative education and we are puttmg $10 million in there. Well, 
how is this money going to affect my alternative education 
programs in my district? I need to know that before I make a 
responsible and intelligent vote here tonight, and that is why I say 
we need more information before we pass this type of legislation 
that is going to affect the children in this Commonwealth. So that 
is one of the reasons I will be voting "no" on this legislation. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 
recognizes the lady tiom Indiana County, Representative Steelman. 

Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Do yon think we could start by getting a little order in the 

chamber? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is probably a good idea. I 

think the prior speaker riled them up a little bit. 
The House will come to order. There are entirely too many 

people standing in the aisles and along the side. Members will take 
their seats. Members in the back of the House will take their seats. 

Let us try it now. 
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I have heard a number of people mention the fact that in the 

past we have had $10 million put into the budget for alternative 
education programs, and I am still a little pleased when I hear that, 
because I am the person who puts $10 million into the budget 
every spring for alternative education and then I am the person 
who votes against the budget when it comes back and that 
$10 million has been whittled down to $5.7 or $4.2 or 
$2.3 million. So I was very happy when I saw the $10-million line 
in the bill that came to us tonight until I started looking at some of 
the rest of that bill, because sometimes you can pay too high a 
price just to get a little more money even for the very best 
programs, and the $10-million line item in this bill comes to us at 
too high a price. 

There are already almost 200 altemative education programs 
offered through school districts in Pennsylvania, and those 
programs are reimbursed at a rate of about $30 per student per 
week; roughly, you know, between a thousand, $1,200 per student 
per year. Almost all of those alternative education programs, of 
course, cost a great deal more than $1,000 per student, so the 
school districts are picking up between 85 and 90 percent of those 
costs. Now, if we add $4.3 million to the existing $5.7 million, 
how many more students could we serve assuming that we keep the 
same rate of reimbursement? About 3,000 more students will 
absorb that entire $4.3 million. And then what happens? If we add 
more than 3,000 new students to the alternative education 
programs, the actual reimbursement to the existing programs will 
start going down, because the money is shared out equally among 
the programs, and with the best will in the world, Philadelphia can 
very easily put enough students into alternative education to 
overwhelm the reimbursement requests of all of the other 
alternative education programs in the Commonwealth. 

We have heard an estimate of at least 1,500 students. We have 
heard that 6,000 students in Houston are already enrolled in an 
alternative education program there, and if next year Philadelphia 
has 6,000 students in alternative education and we are funding 
alternative education at the rate of $10 million a year, you are 
going to see the alternative education programs in your county - 
in Adam and Cambria and Fulton and Elk and I n d i i  and York 
and Lancaster - they are going to see cuts, and if you want to go 
back and explain to your constituents why they either have to give 
up on alternative education in their district, in your district, or they 
have to put more tax money into it because their inadequate 
financing from Harrisburg is being cut, then you should go ahead 
and vote for this bill. But if you do not want to do that and if you 
want to take a serious look at alternative education, at what 
programs work, at what programs cost and should cost, and if you 
want the Education Committee whose business it is actually to 
draft legislation that will help both Philadelphia, which obviously 
is in desperate need of our assistance, and the other 500 school 
districts in Pennsylvania that also deserve our assistance, then you 
should vote not to concur in this bill. You should vote to send this 
issue to the Education Committee so that we can put the same kind 
of thought and effort into it that we put into HB 8 in the first place 
before our good bill was shanghaied and turned into a vehicle for 
an ill-conceived plan that will result, if adopted, potentially in 
serious financial damages to your school districts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Beaver County, Mr. Veon. 

Mr. VEON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I know we have been at this debate now for about 

an hour, and it certainly is a debate that has called for some 
passion on both sides of the issue. I also would like to comment, 
Mr. Speaker, that as we tend to do when we are dealing with a 
controversial issue here on the floor, all of us by nature of how we 
deal with these issues in debate certainly tend to talk in absolutist 
terms. I would like to make the observation that alternative schools 
as proposed by HB 8 in front of us here today is not a new idea in 
the State of Pennsylvania. It is not a new idea for education policy 
in the State of Pennsylvania, and in fact, in many of our districts, 
in many of our counties, we have today very successful alternative 
schools that are operating just fme. The vast majority of them do 
a very good job of providing alternative education, taking 
disruptive students out of the classrooms in this State, putting them 
into alternative schools, and doing that job very well. Today that 
happens, so this is not a new idea; this is certainly not a magic 
solution. 

And I think most of us recognize that the fact is that we are 
dealing with HB 8 here today and the content of this bill because 
of a very narrow, legal argument that was taking place between the 
School District of Philadelphia, some members of the Republican 
Party, the Governor's Office, and the argument was about whether 
in fact there was statutory authority under existing Pennsylvania 
law to operate alternative schools in Philadelphia and allow them 
to be operated by private contractors, and that is a valid argument 
and a valid argument to make. But I have alternative schools in 
Beaver County, and they work fine. Many of you have them 
throughout Pennsylvania. So the idea that we are creating some 
new education policy that is now going to solve all the problems 
we have with dismptive students I think is just not accurate in this 
debate here tonight. 
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But, Mr. Speaker, clearly some members of the Republican 
Party and some members of the Democratic Party have made a 
case that they believe they do need legal d e f ~ t i o n  under 
Pennsylvania statute to operate an alternative school in 
Philadelphia, specifically to allow them in Philadelphia, in the city 
of Philadelphia, to contract with a private entity to provide an 
alternative education in that school. Republicans have made that 
case. I have heard Democrats get up on the House floor today and 
make that case, and they made it in our caucus. But I have them in 
Beaver County, you have them in many of your districts; they work 
fme. We do not need HB 8 to change the way the alternative 
schools work in your district or they work in my district. We just 
do not need it. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES 

Mr. VEON. So, Mr. Speaker, to accomplish that end, to allow 
my altemative school in Beaver County to operate the way it does 
today, to assure that the city of Philadelphia does not take all the 
money that we are talking about here today, all the money that is 
already budgeted in an alternative line item in the budget, and take 
all that money to Philadelphia away from, potentially, possibly, the 
altemative schools in many other counties, to accomplish that an4 
Mr. Speaker, to give the statutory authority to the city of 
Philadelphia to do what they want to do, I would like to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of offering an amendment that would 
make all of the legal changes necessary in this bill but make them 
specifically allowable under Pennsylvania law only in the city of 
Philadelphia. It would accomplish- So I would like to make that 

M ~ .  Speaker, to suspend the for the purpose of 
offering amendment A4 184. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moved by the gentleman, 
Mr. Veon, that the rules of the House be suspended so that he may 
offer amendment A4 184 to HB 8. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the question, Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, a little bit earlier I made a case that 

talked about the fact that eight school districts in the 
~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l t h  ofPennsylvania, more than half the kids were not 
passing the test. So it is obvious that the problem is a little bigger 
than just one city or two cities in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

I would be remiss to my members on my side of the aisle to say 
to them that only Philadelphia would get an o p p o h t y  to do 
something like this. I think that every child in Pennsylvania ha+ 
We should give them at least the o p p o ~ n i t y  of being in a 
program like this. Not everybody will use a program like this, 
Mr. Speaker, but I do not want to see us lose another generation. 

About 2 weeks ago I gave you a talk on the floor that in 1995, 
19,000 kids started the ninth grade in Philadelphia, and in 1999, 
around 9,000 kids graduated. That is 10,000 kids missing. Now, I 
am not going to say that that is occurring all over the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, but I know there is a problem 
here in the city of Hamsburg; I know that there is a problem in 
Willrinsburg: I h o w  that there is a problem in Chester-Upland. DO 

we tell those kids they do not get a chance because one of the 
leaders on the other side said we are only going to do this in philly 
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and Pittsburgh? I do not think so, Mr. Speaker; I do not think so. 
I do not want to lose any more kids. Are we going to save them 
all? God knows I would like to, but I do not think we will, but we 
have got to start somewhere. 

So I am asking you all here now not to suspend the rules and let 
everybody in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, all 501 school 
districts, decide what they want for their school districts in their 
neighborhood. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the motion, Mr. DeWeese. 
Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On the motion to suspend the rules, the gentleman from 

Philadelphia, the honorable majority leader, is asking for help for 
Philadelphia, and as the gentleman from Beaver County, the 
Democratic whip, Mr. Veou, asserted, we are anxious to be 
helpful, because many of the members of our own caucus from 
Philadelphia are anxious to pursue the ultimate goals of the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Penel. 

MY the gentleman from Beaver wants to suspend the rules is 
because the statutory authority already exists in Representative 
Mundy's district and all of our districts, and for the reasons that 
Representative Steelman asserted, we would like to be a little more 
positive about what is going to happen in our school districts 
around the State. MY should we put the 500 additional school 
districts on the line here? Philadelphia is unique in our 
~0"stellation of counties, and there is no doubt that the turbulence 
and the barbarism on occasion, the rude moments in the 
Philadelphia school districts, are of exceptional poignancy, and we 
have to attack them with great vigor. But the gentleman's motion 
to suspend the rules, Mr. Speaker, will not hurt our efforts to 
countervail the disruptive students and their behavior in the city of 
Philadelphia. 

What the gentleman from Philadelphia wants to do we can 
already do and we are doing. The gentleman from Beaver County 
said disruptive students in Beaver County are already being 
attended to very successfully, and in county after county after 
county tonight in our debate we have heard of successes in many 
of these other counties. So the gentleman wants to suspend the 
rules so we have an amendment apropos of Philadelphia only. 

Another reason we should suspend the rules, sir, is because the 
Appropriations Committees, the Labor Committees, the Education 
Committees, have not had time to do their work. But in 
Philadelphia, due to their collective trips to Houston and their 
comparisons with other big cities, the Philadelphia problem is 
more understandable, the Philadelphia problem is more discreet 
and contained, and there is a widespread swath of support to help 
Philadelphia. So why, since Representative Stairs and 
Representative Colafella, our chairmen of the Education 
Committee on the Republican and Democratic sides, did not have 
a chance to deal with this measure, why not suspend the rules? Let 
Mr. Veon's amendment for Philadelphia be helpful to Mr. Penel's 
hometown. It makes good sense. 

We should not be doing business like this anyway, as has been 
said by several other members. We are here tonight potentially 
changing the way we handle disruptive students throughout the 
Commonwealth, and as some people have said - and I think they 
are right; 1 think it was Mr. Plans that said it - this might be the 
most keen and fundamental problem we have in our schools in 
Pennsylvania - disruptive students. And at a pellmell pace this 
amendment flies across the building, and we are dealing with this 
without any - any - hearings. The Republican chairman of the 
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Education Committee, much to his vexation and bafflemenf did 
not have a chance to deal with this issue in the tried-and-true 
committee system, but we understand Philly's problem, so 
suspending the rules to help Philly makes sense. To do the whole 
State tonight- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. DeWeese- 
Mr. DeWEESE. 4 o e s  not make sense. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. -will the gentleman suspend for 

one moment? 
Mr. DeWEESE. Yes. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under the House rules, on a 

motion to suspend, each of the leaders is permitted to make a brief 
statement as to their position. I was just wondering what your 
definition of "brief' is and how much longer you planned on 
going. 

Mr. DeWEESE. My perspective on that, since you have 
solicited it, is this: When I was privileged to serve at the dais for 
2 years, in 1993 and 1994, and the honorable, affable, adroit 
Mr. Ryan was in the minority leader's pit, never once, never once 
did I question his remarks or the oppoxtunity for him to expatiate, 
and therefore, I will politely but nonchalantly continue the debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. I did not intend to stop you. It was 
a question. 

Mr. DeWEESE. You are a nice guy, and I am going to truncate 
this. 

Mr. Veon's motion to suspend is worthy. We should be more 
agreeable. We are going to help John Perzel, we are going to help 
our Philly delegation, and then what is the hurry? The Senate is 
around next week. We could even have a hearing or two late this 
week. We do not have to shove this thing through at 100 miles an 
hour. That is not the way rhis legislature should work; that is not 
the way this General Assembly should work. Philly has got a 
problem; we can help take care of it tonight by a motion to 
suspend. 

Thank you for your indulgence, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question recuning, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Butkovin 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappahianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Comgan 
Costa 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
DeLuca 
D m c d y  
DeWeese 
Donamcci 

Frankel 
Freeman 
George 
Giglimi 
Gardner 
Grucela 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Herman 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kirkland 
Lacrotla 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
LesfaviQ 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Manderino 
Mann 

~~ 

McGeehan 
Melio 
Michlavic 
Mundy 
Myers 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petcone 
Plam 
Preston 
RamOS 
Readshaw 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rooney 
R"t?ing 
Sainata 
Samuelson 
Sanroni 

Shaner 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Sturla 
Surra 
Tangreui 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Van Home 
V a n  
Vitali 
walk0 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 
Youngbload 

Eachus 
Evans 

Adolph 
Allen 
Awl1 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I.  
Dailey 
Dally 
Dernpsey 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 

Markosek Scrimenti 
Mayemik 

Egolf Maher 
Fairchild Maitland 
Fargo Major 
Feese Manico 
Fichter Masland 
Fleagle Mcllhattvl 
Flick Mcllhinney 
Forcier McNaughton 
Cannon Metcalfe 
Geist Micozzie 
Gladeck Miller, R. 
Godshall .Miller, S. 
Habay Nailor 
Harhan Nickal 
Hasay O'Brien 
Hennessey One 
Hershey Perzel 
Hess Phillips 
Hutchinson Pippy 
Jadlowiec Raymond 
Kenney Reinard 
Krebs Ross 
Leh Rubley 
Lynch 

Yudichak 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schrcder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor. J. 
T& 
Tulli 
Vance 
w o w  
Wright 
Zimrnennan 
zug 

NOT VOTING-1 

Horsey 

Blaum Lawless Rohrer Ryan, 
Cornell McGill Trich Speakel 
Gmiua Pistella Wilt 

Less than a majority of the members required by the rules 
having voted in the affmtive,  the question was determined in the 
negative and the motion was not agreed to. 

I 

On the question recuning, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended by 

the Rules Committee? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Horsey, rise? 

Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, could I have made a parliamentary 
inquiry? Could I have done that, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes, you could have, if I had 
understood that that was what you wanted to do. 

Mr. HORSEY. I did not get the oppormnity to say that, 
Mr. Speaker. You did not ask me that, MI. Speaker- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Well- 
Mr. HORSEY. A e f o r e  you took the vote. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair apologizes to the 

gentleman. 
On concurrence, the Chair recognizes the gentleman, 

Mr. Cohen, from Philadelphia. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Soeaker. the oroblems of the disruotive 

students did not just suddenly begm this afternoon or they did not 
just suddenly begin a few days ago at Bartram H ~ g h  School or a 
few weeks ago. When we rushed to pass this budget, we had the 
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same kinds of problems with disruptive students. How much 
money did the budget give for disruptive students in Philadelphia 
in alternative education programs? The budget we passed last year 
gave all of $824,468.20 to the city of Philadelphia to deal with 
disruptive students. That does not, that budget figure does not 
indicate that the majority that pushed through this budget in the 
last year and similar budgets in prior years really had alternative 
education as a major priority in State government. 

What is new about this legislation? It is not easy to figure out, 
and I am sure I have not learned more than a fraction of it, hut it 
seems to me that what is new about this legislation is the words 
"for profit." To the best of my knowledge, this legislation is the 
fmt time that we have allowed local school boards to assign the 
education of public school cbildren to for-profit institutions. There 
are nonprofit institutions that they are allowed to assign education 
to; there are plenty of nonprofit institutions that they are allowed 
to assign education to, and local governments are now allowed 
under the law -county commissioners, cities, boroughs, townships 
-local governments are now allowed under the law to deal with 
for-profit institutions providing some educational services, but this 
is the first time we have allowed the School Code to be amended 
to allow local school districts to deal with for-profit educational 
organizations. 

Now, when we passed charter school legislation just 2 years 
ago, we insisted in the terms of that legislation that there be local 
boards running the charter schools. The local boards were allowed 
to contract with for-profit entities in order to provide services, but 
all the services were provided. But all the State money went not to 
for-profit corporations but it went to local boards. That was 
different from other States, though all of a sudden today we are 
saying, we are no longer wonied about having intermediary 
institutions set up; we are now willing to contract directly, if the 
local governments are willing and the State Secretary of Education 
approves, we are now willing to have a direct contract with a 
for-profit educational organization. That is new. 

What else is new in this legislation? Well, we have, if you look 
on page 16, it says, "A PRIVATE. ..EDUCATION 
INSTITUTION SHALL:. . .BE EXEMPT FROM STATUTORY 
REQUIREMENTS. ..IN THIS ACT AND FROM 
REGULATIONS OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
AND STANDARDS OF THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION, 
EXCEPT THE FOLLOWING:. . ." and then it lists a whole bunch 
of roughly 30 sections of State regulations which private 
organizations are not exempt from and it lists certain select 
sections of the State code where there is no exemption, and it is 
extremely difficult for anybody at this hour of the day or evening 
to figure out exactly what the for-profit organizations are exempt 
from and what they are not exempt from. But some things seem 
clear. They are exempt from the requirements of teaching the 
subjects that are now mandated in the public schools. They can 
choose to teach whatever subjects a local school board contracts 
with them to teach. They do not have to teach social studies if the 
local school board does not want them to. They do not have to 
teach math. They do not have to teach English. We are delegating 
to the local school board the power to determine with the private 
for-profit organization what will be taught. That is something new. 

They also do not have to have any due process for their 
employees. They do not have to have any seniority provisions for 
their employees. They do not have to have tenure for their 
employees. They can dismiss their employees at will unless 

somebody organizes their employees. They do not have any of the 
protections that Pennsylvania law gives to school district 
employees. They are also exempt from the requirements of the 
post-performance bonds, and they are exempt from auditing 
requirements. 

Mr. Speaker, as a former Speaker of the House once said, an 
awful lot of legislation is advocated on the grounds, we have to do 
something; this is something; therefore, we have to do this. Well, 
this legislation is something, but we are making very bold, very 
radical changes in public policy without really discussing what we 
are doing. There is no absolute urgency for us to do it at this time, 
and there is no consensus whatever as to why we have to do what 
this specific bill provides. Why are we giving these corporations 
3-year terms when the charter schools get 5-year terms? Why do 
charter schools have to have community boards and here there is 
no community board? Why do we contract with community boards 
for charter schools but here we contract directly with a private 
corporation? This is what the substance of this bill deals with, and 
we have not been given any real explanations as to why we are 
deaimg with the substance of the bill. What we are basically told 
is, there are a lot of disruptive kids in the public schools and we 
have to deal with the disruptive kids. When we do have to deal 
with the disruptive kids, the disruptive kids are worth, in 
Philadelphia, a lot more than $824,000 for thousands of disruptive 
kids. But it is not clear, Mr. Speaker, that we have to gut the rights 
of the employees of these new schools, it is not clear that we have 
to directly deal with private corporations without any community 
boards, it is not clear that we cannot have auditing requirements, 
and it is not clear what this bewildering maze on page 16 actually 
means in detail. 

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, I would urge a vote of 
nonconcurrence in HB 8. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concmence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Perzel. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I will be brief. 
It is only a 2-page amendment. On page 2, lines 14, 15, and 16 

outline that these schools must comply to all State standards and 
assessments including the 180 days, includiig Engiish and math. 
Eve-g the gentleman said, Mr. Speaker, was not true, and he 
knows it. It is page 2, lines 14,15, and 16. It is right there. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 
recognizes the lady from Montgomery County, Representative 
Williams. 

Ms. WILLIAMS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the maker of the amendment stand for interrogation? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel, 

indicates that he will. You are in order and may proceed. 
Ms. WILLIAMS. Thank you. 
I agree that we need to spend more funds for alternate education 

so that we can really help these children that need it, but as I 
understand this from the interrogation, our school districts who are 
getting funds now would not be held harmless in future years for 
this funding? 

Mr. PERZEL. Senator - I mean, Representative - there is 
nothing in there about how the funds are to be distributed. They 
are done by grants now, and I would expect that they would 
continue to be done by grants in the future. 

Ms. WILLIAMS. Would you please repeat that? There was 
some noise in the- 

Mr. PERZEL. We wish you well. 
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Ms. WILLIAMS. Wishful thinking. 
Mr. PERZEL. Right now, these are done by grants from the 

Department of Education. That will not change. Actually, nothing 
will change for this year, because our research people tell us that 
the money that should have been expended has already been 
applied for. We are hying to put forth a good-faith effort to say we 
know that this is a problem. 

I understand what Representative Steelman is saying, and she 
is not wrong that we need to put more money into this to make sure 
that it works. So what we did was put it in there right now to say, 
we fully intend to put this in the next budget to make it a priority 
item to fund this type of educational system. 

Ms. WILLIAMS. Well, how will we know that all the fundimg 
for this will not go to Philadelphia? 

Mr. PERZEL. Well, we do not know it now, but we will have 
an opportunity to have all the school districts that want to apply - 
you do not need to do this - whoever wants to apply can send the 
applications in. Secretary Hickok can give us an idea of how much 
that is, and based on that, we can look at an assessment of how 
much money we need to pay for the program. 

Ms. WILLIAMS. And that is what would be put in the budget 
for next year? 

Mr. PERZEL. That will be in the budget for next year. 
Ms. WILLIAMS. My other concern is the fact that if you hire 

a private entity to do this, from what I understand from your 
amendment, what happens if it does not work out? You know, 
what is good for Texas may not be good for Pe~sylvania. 

Mr. PERZEL. They could fire them. They can get rid of the 
contract if they are not performing up to par. 

Ms. WILLIAMS. But in the bill on line 13, there is approval 
every 3 years. 

Mr. PERZEL. That is by the department, not by the school 
district. 

Ms. WILLIAMS. The school district would be flee to have this, 
and if it did not work out, they would be able to fire them? 

Mr. PERZEL. Yes, in the contract. 
Ms. WILLIAMS. In the contract. 
Mr. PERZEL. The school district doing a contract with 

whoever this would be. I would not, and I do not mean this, I 
would not expect that Lower Merion would have that type of a 
problem, but if they did, they could contract- They do not need 
to pick this ouffit; they could pick somebody else, and if they were 
not up to the standards that Lower Merion wanted, they could get 
rid of them. 

Ms. WILLIAMS. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Delaware County, Mr. Kirkland, on concurrence. 
The gentleman waives off. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

The gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. James, is recopzed on 
concurrence. 

Mr. JAMES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I wanted to address- Oh, I see him. Can I 

address a question about this to Representative Evans? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That would be proper if the 

gentleman is willing to stand. The gentleman is willing to stand for 
interrogation. You may proceed. 

Mr. JAMES. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, my concern is that I have a number of friends that 

are teachers, and one of the biggest problems they have told me 

about has been disruptive students. So when we met with the board 
of education, some of the members of the board, and 
Mr. Hornbeck, we told them about this, but it seems that the 
problem has not gotten any better. So what I am interested in is 
that teachers now say that they have a problem with some 
disruptive students, that the principal will not do anydung about it 
and they cannot do anythmg about it. Would this bill, if this bill 
passes, does that help that problem, in your opinion, Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, Mr. Speaker. Basically what would occur is 
that the local school district would negotiate with the particular 
organization - in that case, the school district - in terms of the 
school district would negotiate its expectations of the organization, 
what are the standards, what exactly do they expect from the 
organization. They could design a performance contract, and the 
organization could be measured to see if they meet the objectives 
that are established by the school dismct. If the organization 
should not meet the expectation of the organization, the school 
district could turn around and fire this particular organization. 

Mr. JAMES. So the f h g  party would be the school district- 
In the Philadelphia case, the firing party would be the 
School District of Philadelphia? 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, the school district would be the f m l  
authority in terns of establishing the criteria of this organization 
meeting the expectations, if it has done what it said it is going to 
do relating to the children. So I h~& Mr. Speaker, it is something 
that, in my view, is true, pure accountability to make sure that the 
organization meets its expectations. 

Mr. JAMES. And if this goes into effecf how soon can teachers 
expect some relief in tenns of the problems they are having with 
disluptive students? 

Mr. EVANS. Again, I can only go by at least what I read in the 
paper, Mr. Speaker. My understanding is they are negotiating now. 
I mean, I think the organization has to establish a facility. I can 
imagine sometime next year, something could happen in this 
particular area. 

Mr. JAMES. What would happen, Mr. Speaker, to the 
alternative schools that we have in place now? Would that be 
impacted or changed? 

Mr. EVANS. That would not be impacted at all, because, 
Mr. Speaker, I do not think it is possible for one organization to 
take all of the entire responsibility. As you know, Mr. Speaker, 
there are already some alternative schools that are in the city of 
Philadelphia, and at this particular point I do not think that one 
organization by itself could solve the entire problem. 

Mr. JAMES. All right. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Taylor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I am sure that any Philadelphian who happens to 

be fortunate enough to be watching this debate has to be extremely 
frustrated and disappointed about what is going on, about what the 
response is to this legislation here tonight, because they know and 
I know and my Philadelphia colleagues know that we have an 
emergency situation on our hands. We have a crisis that is not 
being resolved. We are not concerned here tonight about a 
shooting that happened last year, a shooting that happened last 
month, but in fact a shooting that happened last week and a 
shooting that happened a week before. They are also aware that 
85 percent of the students in that school district are not proficient 
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in math or in science or in reading, and they want us to respond. 
Many Philadelphians have already given up, and we have lost 
150,000 residents this decade, and inmy opinion, a large majority 
of them have left because they do not have an educational solution. 
They do not have a way to educate their kids. 

Well, what is this bill about, Mr. Speaker? The majority leader 
of this chamber and the Appropriations leader and members on 
both sides of the aisle heard about a solution. Yes, it was in 
Houston. Well, they went and investigated that solution. And they 
did not go to Houston once; they did not go to Houston twice; they 
went there three times. The folks from Houston came here. They 
met with the Philadelphia School District. They met with the 
teachers union in Philadelphia. They met with council members. 
They met with legislators. We have been studying this for a few 
years. This is a response to an emergency. 

And what have the criticisms been here tonight? We are t a m  
about tenure and seniority and grievance procedures. We are 
talking about the process. We are talking about adult issues that 
have nothing to do with the children we are trying to protect. 

Mr. Speaker, another major criticism was with regard to why 
has not this legislation passed through the Education Committee 
here. Everybody that is sitting in this room knows the answer to 
that, because if it went through the Education Committee, it would 
never see the light of day, and if you want to solve the problem in 
Philadelphia and if you are on the Education Committee, step up 
to this mike tonight and give us a solution; step up to the mike 
tonight and give us a solution in Philadelphia. 

And the most preposterous criticism of all is the lateness of the 
hour. Mr. Speaker, tens of thousands of Pennsylvanians are 
working right now, and not too many of them have an opportunity 
to change what is going on in Pennsylvania as we do. We should 
take advantage of this. Stop this nonsense, and pass this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the gentleman, 
Mr. Sturla, for the second time. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the gentleman rise again for another interrogation? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Which gentleman? 
Mr. STURLA. The majority leader. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates that he 

will. You may proceed. 
Mr. STURLA. Thark you. Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker. I apologize for askmg questions about legislation 

that we just saw a feu hours ago. but I would hope that it would 
help with all the memhen in terms of what they understand this 
legislation to he or not to he. 

A couple of questions. Several times tonight you and others 
have mentioned the eight school districts that were in one other 
piece of legislation termed '-academically distresses' that have 
50 percent of their luds below certain levels. Is there anythlng in 
this legislation that is before us that would provide any financial 
relief for school districts as a result of student test scores? 

Mr. PERZEL. Not tonight, Mr. Speaker, no. 
Mr. STURLA. Okay. 
Mr. PERZEL. That is for another night. 
Mr. STURLA. So the money is strictly for dismptive shldents, 

not for students that are not doing well on test scores, unless they 
happen to be disruptive students. 

MI. PERZEL. That is right. 

Mr. STURLA. Okay. I just wanted to clarify that, because 
I was starting to get confused. I was looking for distressed 
school legislation in here, and I did not see it. 

Mr. PERZEL. No, Mr. Speaker. I think the point that was trying 
to be made was that in school systems, eight of them in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, where everybody in the school 
system was certified, these kids were failing. It did not matter 
whether you were cemfied or not; you can be a failure. That is the 
point I was trying to make. I am sorry if I did not make that 
properly. 

Mr. STURLA. I know some of those school districts have 
alternative education programs already in place also that are 
working well, and so I was trying to figure out the correlation 
between the two. So thank you for- 

Mr. PERZEL. They do not give the money back if they do not 
work, Mr. Speaker. That is the difference. 

Mr. STURLA. That leads me to my next question, Mr. Speaker. 
I know that the program that you went to see in Houston has 
performance criteria built into it. I believe it is my understanding 
that in that program in Houston, the school district in Houstonpays 
for a year's worth of a student's education at that institution, and 
if in fact that student does not meet certain criteria by the end of 
the year, the institution in fact gives them another free year. 

Mr. PERZEL. That is right. 
Mr. STURLA. Is there anything in this legislation that does that 

or guarantees that for the Pennsylvania contracts? 
Mr. PERZEL. No. That would be up to the school districts to 

negotiate, because you do not have to take the ouffit from Houston. 
You can contract with the PSEA (Pe~ulsylvania State Education 
Association) or the PFT (Pennsylvania Federation of Teachers) or 
some other organization that would be willing to give you that type 
of guarantee. Maybe they will guarantee you 2 years for the 
disruptive student and 3 years for a regular student. That could be 
anythmg in the Commonwealth. It is not in writing. You do not 
have to use CEP. You could use some other organization. There 
could be another group out there that would like to come in and 
maybe pick up Lancaster, some of the kids. You could use them. 

Mr. STURLA. Mr. Speaker, would it be your intention to tq 
and get the Depamnent of Education in their criteria for approval 
to make that one of the criteria? 

Mr. PERZEL. We have never talked about that, Mr. Speaker. 
That has never been talked about. 

Mr. STTJRLA. Do you know what any of the criteria are that 
you would expect the Department of Education to put forth? 

Mr. PERZEL. I am not going to speculate what the Department 
of Education will do, Mr. Speaker. I just cannot do that. I do not 
know that. 

Mr. STURLA. Okay. So you do not have any presumptions as 
to what you would like to see in those. 

Mr. PERZEL. Personally, if you are asking me, I would l i e  to 
see them hire the Houston outfit to run the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania for all the disruptive kids, where they are 
guaranteeing you one grade level up for the disruptive and two 
grade levels for the children that are behind, to get them back to 
grade level, to put them back into school. Personally, that is what 
I would like to see. I have to rely on all the school districts around 
the Commonwealth to put into their contracts what they would like 
to see for the kids for their particular neighborhood so that some 
of the Representatives who spoke here today that do not want this 
will not have to take it. They can continue doing exactly what they 



1999 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAGHOUSE 2009 

are doing right now, but I h o w  that something has to change in 
some of the areas though. 

Mr. STURLA. I understand that, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I 
think I am with you. I am just ttying to- 

I guess my next question is, if in fact the Education Committee, 
which has been accused of not being for this type of legislation, if 
after this - and I am assuming it will pass tonight - it passes and 
we fmd that school districts are not requiring some of those things 
and the Department of Education is not doing some of those 
things, if the Education Committee comes up with legislation that 
would require some of those things out of a program like this, 
would you guarantee that that will move, if we can get it out of the 
Education Committee, would you guarantee that it would come to 
the floor for a vote? 

Mr. PERZEL. It is speculation. I would l i e  to see it first. I am 
not opposed to something like that, but I would like to see it. 

Mr. STURLA. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
So I am looking for- I mean, I believe I said earlier, I thii 

there is going to have to be changes made, and I would hope that 
that would not be stopped up after it got out of the Education 
Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, under this legislation, would a private alternative 
education institution be allowed to not accept students that the 
school district wanted to send them? 

Mr. PERZEL. No. 
Mr. STURLA. Great. I appreciate that. 
I will stop there. I mean, the reason I am asking these questions 

is, I am iqing to get a comfort level for myself and hopefully other 
members to be able to vote for this. There are still a lot of 
questions I have, but I imagine, given the lateness of the hour, we 
will deal with those on another day. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Colafella, for the second time. 

Mr. COLAFELLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, we are being hoodwinked to a great deal tonight. 

In all your alternative schools all over Pennsylvania, your teachers 
have to be certified to teach in those altemative scbools. In 
Allegheny County, Beaver County, Berks County, in all of these 
altemative schools, teachers have to be certified to teach in those 
schools. So you know what this bill is all about, Mr. Speaker? 
Philadelphia can have alternative schools. They are no different 
than Beaver County, Allegheny County, and Berks County. I do 
not h o w  where they are coming up with this stuff that 
Philadelphia cannot have alternative schools. What this bill is 
simply about is one more attempt to punish schoolteachers in 
Pennsylvania that are certified. I mean, it is clearly obvious. I 
mean, if you cannot read between the lines, shame on yo& because 
if our teachers in Beaver County have to be certified to teach at the 
alternative school and in Fayette County - okay? - but in 
Philadelphia they do not have to be, that is fine. That is why we 
wanted to do something for Philadelphia. We would give them the 
opportunity that they did not have to hire certified teachers. But 
what this bill is doing tonight, Mr. Speaker, is, what you are doing 
by voting for this bill, you are saying that in your particular county, 
from now on, in the alternative schools, they can hire all 
noncertified teachers. That is what you are doing. 

You know, this Governor could not get away with the liquor 
stores by privatizing, he could not do away with hurting union 
workers because he failed a number of times, but this is one more 
attempt to get at certified union teachers. That is what this hill is 

all about, and by you voting for this bill, that is what you are 
doing. What you are saying is, for our regular students, in all of 
our schools in Pennsylvania tonight, we want our teachers to have 
180 more hours of insmction, but for the kids that have the most 
problems, we are going to have teachers that teach them whether 
they graduated from high school, whether they went to fifth grade; 
it does not matter. 

So I want to tell you something: You are not doing a favor for 
your disruptive students. What you are doing is, you are giving 
them people to teach who may not even have a high school 
diploma. 

For those reasons I ask yon to vote "no" on HB 8. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Preston, is 

recognized for the second time. 
Mr. PRESTON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Since the majority leader mentioned a school district within my 

district, I just felt compelled to be able to address this issue, and 
since he did bring it up, in my district, in the history of modem 
education in the United States, we had the first school of 
privatization, Turner School. Some members in this House 
chamber were there at the school. The Governor has been there. 
The Secretary of Education was there. They hired good staff. They 
brought people from all over, I think from Wisconsin and nlimois 
and Connecticut. They spent 3 years of even finding those students 
who did not live in the area, to get them out of the area, and 
picking and choosing and doing everythmg they could, and since 
the majority leader mentioned about test scores - and I am only 
using this as an example; I am not saying for or against as far as 
the Senate on concurrence, and that is why I was trying to 
encourage the gentleman to look at quantifiable data - but after 
3 years of almost picking the students they wanted in Wilkinsburg, 
since he mentioned the school district in my district, those test 
scores went down. 

Now, I probably have, between the majority leader and 
Mr. Evans, probably more on-hands experience on this, even 
though I am not an educator. In 1980 a group of us founded a 
not-for-profit that handles court-adjudicated kids, and we started 
at 25 students, and now we are up to averaging between 160 and 
200 every single day. We even get about 20 young people from the 
county faciliry for juveniles. So I can speak from experience, not 
just what is on paper. It just does not work in that same vein, and 
it is always easier to make the suggestion, but maybe we need to 
talk to some people who are actually doing it in our own backyard. 
And if yon went in our facility today and we walked in 
unannounced, there would be no m ~ t i ,  there would be positive 
attitudes, and trying to be able to work with it. 

I just do not think that this is the proper way, and I am nervous 
about isolating a group of people, because please remember, every 
disruptive student does not have problems with test scores. There 
are students that can be geniuses and be disruptive students. They 
can be the best academic students and still have disruptive 1 problems. There are an awful lot of evaluative situations, so all of 
these children are not just bad, they have problems, and to possibly 

I shift them off to an institution, and that is what happened in 
Turner, because I watched the Secretary certify people that should 
not have even been really certified, and they are back to their 
normal, everyday jobs. I get very nervous because of Turner 
experiments, and that is what I look at, and I am not saying going 
down to Texas and looking at the one entity. There are others. But 
we are on the brink of trying to do something about our students, 
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and again, no quantifiable data. I have just given some very simple 
data right now that the Governor, the Secretary of Education, and 
the Wilkinsburg district in a sense med to do something, and it was 
even better than what, the majority leader is proposing, and it did 
not work; test scores went down. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Luzerne County, Mr. Tigue. 

Mr. TIGUE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I concur with the majority leader that there are 

many school districts other than Philadelphia who have problems 
with disruptive students and we have to get those kids out of the 
classroom so the other kids can lea% but I would like to 
interrogate the majority leader, if he would stand for interrogation, 
please. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates that he 
is willing to stand. You may proceed. 

Mr. TIGUE. Mr. Speaker, the Lie item right now for the 
alternative learning programs, as we heard earlier, was 
$5.7 million. All of that money for the 1999-2000 year, which we 
are currently in, has already been allocated. This bill calls for 
$10 million, which would be $4.3 million more. Would anyone 
who has applied and received approval of an allocation be allowed 
to reapply for the additional money? 

Mr. PERZEL. Yes, they could. 
Mr. TIGUE. So that every school district whether they applied 

during thk current year or not, if they have an alternative learning 
program. they may apply for some of the additional money. 

Mr. PERZEL. They can apply for it, yes. 
Mr. TIGUE. I understand that they can apply for it, and I just 

want to make sure, that there is a concem on the part of many of us 
that the money is not earmarked for one or two or three or a 
handful of specific districts, that this is a good idea that we 
increase the line item and we want to make sure that some school 
districts which may not have been approved or some who already 
were approved get additional money. 

So thank you for your answer, and I would just like to make a 
comment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order. 
Mr. TIGUE. Mr. Speaker, I, like everyone else here I guess, 

have listened, and it has been a long, tedious process to get to this 
point, and I do not want to prolong it any longer than I must, but 
I will say that there are some questions that have been raised, but 
they have at least not convinced me that I should not support this. 
In fact I will support this, because I think the time has come to get 
disruptive kids out of classrooms so that the kids who are there and 
want to learn get a chance to learn. 

We have already heard previous speakers say that there are in 
existence currently programs where schools employ private 
organizations to provide an education to these kids who prove 
difficult. Now, we have heard about certification, and we can go 
back, and that is another issue, I think, for another day. But the 
point is that if we are serious about at least taking a step - and this 
is not a giant step; it is a small step -to make sure that my dismct, 
I want to make sure my districts and all of our dismcts get an 
o p p o h t y  to get additional money so that they can educate these 
kids in a setting that is appropriate so that others may learn as they 
wish and they warn. 

So I would ask that you support this. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, Mr. Myers. 

- ~~ 

Mr. MYERS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have listened to a lot this evening, and some of 

it has made me feel good; some of it has really made me feel bad, 
especially with the remarks that I have heard from a number of our 
colleagues as it relates to us in Philadelphia. 1 m e w  you know, we 
are doing what everyone here is doing, and that is trying to protect 
our constituent base. 

Now, I happen to have four children that I am a guardian for 
that I have in the Philadelphia public school system. Now, when I 
first got these children, they were already traumatized. My little 
mas he comes home at least once a week where someone has tried 
to invoke him into a tigbt - you know, a bully. He is scared to go 
to school sometimes because of the guns, the knives, and the 
brutality. 

Now, I cannot speak for every county, but let me tell you a little 
bit about Philadelphia and why this is kind of unique to us. We 
literally have a war going on in some of our schools. That is why 
when we hear from our p a r e n t s  See, I get the phone calls: 
"Representative Myers, you're not doing your job; there's not a 
metal detector in this school." Well, I cannot get a metal detector 
overnight. "Representative Myers, you're not doing your job; two 
people just jumped on my son in school today and stabbed him." 
See, I have to hear this. Maybe you all do not have to hear it. 

The other thing, and let me tell you about why I think the 
majority leader keeps talking about the company in Houston. Let 
me tell you what I had seen in Houston. Now, none of us have this 
problem in any of our school districts. In Houston they had the 
Bloods and the Crips. Sometimes 500 kids would show up in the 
school, 250 of them belonging to the Bloods, 250 of them 
belonging to the Crips, and they would literally tear the school up, 
gang waning, stabbing, and shooting. Now, this company in 
Houston has been able to settle that down. Now, that is some 
empirical data, for somebody that wants some empirical data. 
What I am saying is that if yon can deal in that kind of 
environment, there should not be any reason why you cannot deal 
with Pe~sylvania's children in an environment that they live in. 

So all I am saying is that, look, we support you all on issues. 
You never heard me get up and say, because Pittsburgh wants 
something, oh, they are going to get all the money, so we should 
not do it. I mean, that is not really a response. 

And then we want to talk about certification. Some of these 
children need to be dealt with by people that do not have any 
certification, because for the last 8 years, they have not been able 
to handle them with certification. We have to create a learning 
environment. I mean, look; you know what you are almost saying? 
You are almost saying that there is no member in this House that 
can go to a school and teach because you do not have any 
certification, and I do not buy that. I believe that most of my 
colleagues, if not all my colleagues, in this chamber could go into 
a school and teach a class. Now, those of you that doubt yourself 
should not do that, should not be in denial about our intellect and 
our academic ability. 

But I just want to close by saying this here: We need your help. 
We are asking you all to help us. It is unfortunate and by the grace 
of God that you do not have the problem that we got in 
Philadelphia, and all we are asking is for your help. We will get 
you all some more money, but right now we need some money to 
get the job done, so I am asking that you concur on HB 8. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence, the Chaii 
recognizes the gentleman from Clearfield County, Mr. George. 



LEGISLATIVE JOURNAGHOUSE 

The House will come to order. The gentleman has the right to 
be heard. 

Mr. George. 
Mr. GEORGE. Now, Mr. Evans, do not you dare put your hand 

on me. 
There is no use of me askimg the gentleman, Mr. Perzel, 

whether there are any nonprofit alternate schools in Houston, 
because he would tell me there was or there was not, and I would 
not know whether it was the tmth or not, because he is that 
eloquent, and if I told him there were 17 alternate schools in 
Houston, he could not say, you do not know what you are taking 
about, because the computer attests to that. But what I did not 
know is that there are 253 alternate schools in Pennsylvania, 
253 in 55 counties. 

We talk about disruptive students. Everybody has disruptive 
students. But the only difference is, for those of you that are going 
to sanction this bill, get ready, because you might be living man 
area where they have alternate schools, and you do not have a 
$5%-million special consignment, because these moneys are 
coming from your school budget in regard to the students that are 
being placed, and we know what the alternative is, we know what 
they have to come up with, and we know the reason that we have 
those schools. 

So when you vote for this and next year when you get calls 
from those individuals and say, hey, look; Mr. Perzel says, you just 
agree to put an alternate school in and we will fmd the money for 
you. In fact, he told the young lady from Montgomery County, 
as soon as we fmd out, we will put it in the next budget. I hope 
that they put it in the same budget that they put that 
John Gardner Black money in that was screwed from the people in 
Pennsylvania, that nobody has done anythmg about, and nobody 
is going to jail, and they turned their back on our school districts. 
Now, there were not any school dismcts in Philadelphia, but there 
were a good many of them in central Pennsylvania, where most of 
those wonderful people over there come from. 

So you know, I do not know what we are doing, and I do not 
think they know what they are doing, but they are throwing that 
money around like stardust in the sky, and they are trying to sell 
those decent people in Philadelphia a responsible answer to where 
we are going, because you know what they say about teachers? 
They are just almost like legislators; they are not responsible. 
Now, I would not say Mr. Perzel was not responsible, because I 
know he is, and if you people think I am making fun, you are 
wrong, because I have a lot of respect for him because I do not 
know how many people can stand up extemporaneously and tell us 
things like he can and not really know what he is talking about, 
because the truth of the matter is, he cannot blame disruption 
simply on teachers; blame it on everythmg; blame it on parentage. 
You did not need a disruptive school when Bud George was in 
school, because Jakey George took care of that disruptiveness. 

So if we are w ing  to resolve a matter and we are going to do 
it with an extra $5 or $6 million, then get ready for another 40 or 
50, because I would urge my school districts not to pay the bill 
anymore, because Mr. Perzel has got a blank check over there and 
he is going to give it to us, and we are going to take it home like 
some of these WAMs (waking-around moneys), and we are going 
to say, here you are; do not be stupid enough to pay this out of 
your budget; do not take it out on the kids that are not disruptive 
by taking 8 or 10 per diems and taking them away and putting 
them in an alternate school. 

Now, there is no argument about it, 253 schools in 
Pennsylvania where the kids misbehave. Now, if he can stand up 
and tell me that he knows and he can prove that that level of 
learning is going to be as high as the level of learning that he and 
his Secretary of Education enforce and insist upon, then maybe I 
would vote for this bill. But the tmth of the matter is, I do not care 
who the kid is, I do not care who the human being is, we differ; we 
differ greatly. Some get it easy, some get it a little harder, some do 
not get it at all, and I will tell you, I do not get it at all with this 
kind of malarkey. I am going to vote "no." 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman, 
Mr. Butkovitz, seek recognition? The gentleman is recognized on 
concurrence. 

Mr. BUTKOVITZ. I cannot say it any better than John Myers, 
but I will say that we do have a crisis in Philadelphia. We had 
900 weapons seized last year and only 15 expulsions, only 2 kids 
placed in alternative schools because there is no place to place 
them. I have heard a lot of discussion tonight about how this is not 
a perfect solut io~ a lot of philosophical type of discussios but this 
is a real emergency. Our children should not have to go to school 
in situations like John Myers described. They should not have to 
go there in fear for their lives. There should be a separation. There 
should be a place where kids who are creating that kind of terror 
in the schools can be placed so the people who want to work and 
learn and succeed can do so. 

This is a giant step in the right direction, and I urge everybody 
to vote 'lyes" and help us out. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will be brief. 
For the information of the members, the president of the 

Philadelphia teachers union has written a letter on behalf of this 
piece of legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, in Philadelphia and in the rest of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I do not think anybody in this 
room wants to see one more child shot or one more child drop out 
of school. John Taylor said it best, this is about children. We want 
to make sure that we protect every teacher and every child in 
Pemylvania and move Pennsylvania forwar4 and we are working 
to try to make this one of the keys to making sure the kids all leam, 
and I am asking for your help, Mr. Speaker. I am asking all the 
members to please support this. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended by 

the Rules Committee? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of the 

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argal 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Bastian 
Banisto 

Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Frankel 
G m o n  
Geist 
Gigliani 
Gladeck 

Maitland 
Major 
Mandenno 
Mann 
Marsico 
Masland 
McGeehan 
Mcllhinney 
MeNaughton 
Melio 

Sather 
Sayloi 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seafini 
Seyfert 
Smith, S. H 
Snyder 
Steil 
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Benninghoff 
Bishop 

Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitr 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
carrigan 
Dailey 
Dally 
DemPsy 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
F w o  

Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Birmelin 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casoria 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Costa 
COY 
cwry 
Daley 
DeLuca 

Godshall 
Gordna 
Habay 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
HeSS 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
K-ey 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lynch 

Dermcdy 
DeWeese 
Eachus 
Freeman 
George 
Grueela 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
LaGIom 
Laughlin 
LescoviQ 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Maher 
Markoxk 

Micozzie 
Miller, R. 
Miller, S. 
MY= 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
(Xie 
Perzel 
Pekone 
Phillips 
P ~ W Y  
Platts 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roebuck 
Ross 
Rubley 
Samuelson 

Mayemik 
McCall 
Mcllhattan 
Metcalfe 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Pexi 
Petrarca 
Reston 
Readshaw 
Roberts 
Robinson 
R w y  
Rufting 
Sainato 

Stem 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
SNda 
Tangreui 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, 1. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Trello 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Vitali 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wright 
Youngblwd 
Yudichak 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Santoni 
Scrimenti 
Shanei 
Smith, B. 
Solobay 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Suna 
Travaglio 
Van Home 
Venn 
Walko 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 

NOT VOTING-2 

Stain W o w  

B l a m  Lawless Rohrer Ryan, 
Cornell McGill Trich Speaker 
Gruitm Pinella Wilt 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
al%mative, the question was determined in the affirmative and the 
amendments as amended by the Rules Committee were concurred 
in. 

Ordered, That the clerk rehlm the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

HB 358 RECONSIDERED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is in possession of a 
reconsideration motion, and we are going to do the reconsideration 
motion tonight, but then if it passes, not the bill, just do the motion 
tonight. 

The Chair is in possession of a reconsideration motion filed by 
Mr. Yudichak, who moves that the vote by which HB 358 was 
passed be reconsidered. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Baker 
Bastian 
Battisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Boyes 
Butkovia 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabiama 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Corrigan 
Costa 
GY 
c v  
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dermcdy 
DeWeese 
Donamci 
Eachus 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Bard 
Barley 
B- 
Benninghoff 
Bimelin 
Browe 
Bunt 
Chadwid 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Dailey 
Dempsey 
DiGirolamo 
Dtuce 
Egolf 

f i m s  
Frankel 
Freeman 
George 
Giglioni 
Gordner 
Grucela 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Horsey 
lames 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
LaGrom 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
LexoviQ 
Levdansky 
Lucyk 
Manderina 
Mann 
Markosek 
Mayemik 

Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Habay 
Harhan 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Heman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
webs 

YEAS109 

MeCall 
MeGeehan 
Mcllhinney 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Myers 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
' Pmel  
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Peuone 
Preston 
Ramos 
Readshaw 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robem 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Roomy 
Ruffing 
Sainalo 
Samuelson 
Santoni 
Scrimenti 

Leh 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Marrica 
Masland 
Mcllhanan 
McNaughton 
Metcalfe 
Micouie 
Miller. R. 
Miller, S. 
Nailor 
Nickol 
Orie 
Phillips 
P~PY 
Plans 
Raymond 
Ross 

Semmei 
Shaner 
Snyder 
Solobay 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Shlrla 
S u m  
Tangreni 
Taylor, 1. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Tcello 
Van Home 
Vean 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waters 
Williams 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Yudichak 

Rubley 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
Taylor, E. Z. 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Wright 
Zimmennan 
zug 

NOT VOTING1 

Blaum Lawless Rohrer Ryan, 
Cornell McGill Trich Speaker 
G m i m  Pistella Wilt 

The majority having voted in the affumative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
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On the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass fmally? 

BILL PLACED ON 
FINAL PASSAGE CALENDAR 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 

/ BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

VOTE CORRECTIONS I BILL RECOMMITTED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the 
final passage calendar for tomorrow. 

Tomorrow will be a voting session day. 
There will be no further votes this evening. 

The following bill, having been called up, was considered 
for the second time and agreed to, and ordered transcribed for 
third consideration: 

HB 1635, PN 2000. 

. - 

vote was not recorded 1 n.ould like lo bc rzcorded m h e  negat~ve. On the quest~on. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore The gentleman's remarks will be Will the House agree to the motlon? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Hanna, rise? 

Mr. HANNA. To correct the record. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. HANNA. On October 4. on final nassaee of HI3 1088. mv 

spread upon the record. I Motion was agreed to. 
The Chair recognizes the lady, Ms. Manderino. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chaii recognizes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that HI3 1635 be 
recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
A correction of the record. 
On SB 167, amendment 4103, my vote was recorded in the 

affirmative, and I intended to vote "no." 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The lady's remarks will be spread 

upon the record. 

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that HB 1314 be removed 
from the table and placed on the active calendar. 

On the question. 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 

STATEMENT BY MR. FLICK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Flick. 
Mr. FLICK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
May I rise for unanimous consent, ask for unanimous consent? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. FLICK. Thank you. 
Earlier today, Mr. Speaker, we celebrated Veterans Day, a 

celebration which will take place around the couniq on Thursday, 
but I wanted the members to know that last Friday, a 4-year effort 
to save a Revolutionary battlefield in Chester County was 
completed and the property transferred to the borough of Malvem 
for $2.6 million. The Federal government put up $1 %million, this 
Commonwealth put up a half a million dollars, and this 
Revolutionary battlefield, on which 53 Revolutionary soldiers gave 
then lives, was saved for our children and their children, saved in 
perpetuity. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that HB 1314 be 
recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 

I REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

Mr. FLICK. I would like to submit for the record remarks about 
how the battlefield was saved, and I thank my colleagues for 
supponing that $500,000 grant. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will submit his 
remarks to the clerk. The Chair thanks the gentleman for his 
remarks. 

Mr. FLICK submitted remarks for the Legislative Journal 

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE I (For remarks, see Appendix.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recogntzes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1635 be removed 
from the table and placed on the active calendar. 

VOTE CORRECTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Montgomery, Representative Bunt. 
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Mr. BUNT. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, on HB 1981 I was not recorded as being in the 

affirmative, and I would like to be so recorded on f m l  passage. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman's remarks will be 

spread upon the record. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER I 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, all remaining 

bills and resolutions on today's calendar will be passed over. 
The Chair hears no objection. 

ADJOURNMENT I 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 

seeking recognition? 
Hearing none, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Butler County, Mr. Metcalfe. 
Mr. METCALFE. Mr. Speaker, I move that this House do now 

adjourn until Wednesday, November 10, 1999, at 11 a.m., e.s.t., 
unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to, and at 10:03 p.m., e.s.t., the House 

adjourned. 
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