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SESSION OF 2000 184TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No.27

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
The Houseconvenedat 11 am., e.d.t.

THE SPEAKER MATTHEW J. RYAN
PRESIDING

PRAYER

REV. JIJLIANN PUGH. Chaplain of the House of
Representativesand pastorof CampHill PresbyterianChurch,
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.offeredthe following prayer:

Let us pray:
SovereignGod, for the day You havegiven us, with all its

possibilities, we thank You. For Your gifts of life and love, of
labor and rest, we praiseYour name Forgive us that we too
oftenare unappreciativewhile Your goodnesssurroundsus, that
we feel alone when thereare many who love us, that we despair
when Your strengthis near at hand. Tear down the walls that
isolate us, make strong the ties that bind us, and help us to walk
togetherwith joy in Your way.

0 Most PreciousGod, we confessthat we spendmuchof our
lives on that which doesnot satisfy. We do not alwayscount our
time and resourcesas precious gifts but squander them in
meaninglessactivities and seeminglyurgentneeds.Look kindly
upon us, for the temptation to waste is overwhelming in our
world. Enableus to understandwhat is importantand to use the
gifts of life responsibly.

God of grace and hope, we thank You for life, love, and
good memories,for the gift of age, and for the wisdom that
comesfrom experience.Give us the courageand faith to accept
life as it comes,confidentthat the future is Yours.

Save us from self-pity; recover us from our whimpering
complaints.Build into us stout hearts,that we in our generation
may stand undaunted by fear, unconquered by adversity.
unstainedby cowardice. Lift us from vindictivenessto good
will. If we are harboring grudges, bring sympathy and
understandingbackto us and the fair grace to put ourselvesin
others’ places before we judge them. Lifi us above malice.
Awaken in us our forgottenkindliness.

We come into Your presenceadmitting our humanness,yet
strengthenedby the knowledgethat we stand before You, You
who continues to call us to struggle for justice, peace, and
liberation, personaland corporate.here and around the globe.
Strengthenour resolve,and free us to be fully human with all of
our brothersandsisters.

Lift us from our cynicism and skepticisminto a courageous
faith andcertitudeconcerningGod and divine promises.Help us
not to flinch away from daily responsibilitiesbut to servethis

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and
visitors.

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the approval of the
Journal of Tuesday, May 2, 2000, will be postponeduntil
printed.The Chair hearsno objection.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY SPEAKER

The SPEAKER.I havebeenrequestedby the leadersof both
the Democrat and RepublicanCaucusesto announcethat the
caucusesare continuing at this time and membersare requested
to report to their caucusrooms.

Our guests, RepresentativeDwight Evans’ guests, who
joined us in saying the Pledge of Allegiance, I understand
will be leaving the House floor now but will be backat 12:45 to
1 o’clock and will do a presentationfor us at that time. We
thankthe childrenfor their patienceand consideration.

RECESS

The SPEAKER.Any furtherannouncements?
Without more, theHousewill standin recessuntil 12:30.

RECESS EXTENDED

Thetime of recesswasextendeduntil 12:45 p.m.

AFTER RECESS

The time of recesshaving expired, the Housewas calledto
order.

The SPEAKER.Membersin your offices,pleasecometo the
floor right now. There is a group that has waited patiently for
the members of both the House Republican and Democrat
Caucusesto be on the floor, and I do not want to disappoint
them. I would greatlyappreciateit if you would all cometo the
floor at this time.

State well and to do it with all the gifts You have given us,
the greatestof which is love.

Hearthis our commonprayer. Amen
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SENATE MESSAGE FIB 483:
HB 866;

AMENDED SENATEBILL RETURNED HB 152;
FOR CONCURRENCEAND HB 190;

REFERREDTO COMMITTEE ON RULES HB 350;
FIB 488;

The clerk of the Senate,being introduced, informedthat the HB 661;
Senatehasconcurredin the amendmentsmadeby the Houseof FIB 819;
Representativesby amending said amendmentsto SB 652, FIB 879;
EN 1920. FIB 1086;

Ordered,That the clerk presentthe same to the House of FIB 1143;
Representativesfor its concurrence. HB 1159;

FIB 1161;
HE 1195;
HE 1523;COMMUNICATION FROM
FIB 1537;DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
FIB 1813;

The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledgesreceipt of the FIB 2083;
FIB 2116;annual report submitted by the Department of Labor and
FIB 2152;Industry.
FIB 2209;
HE 2214;Copyof communicationin on file with the Journalclerk.
FIB 2268:
FIB 2313;
FIB 2463;

BILLS REMOVED FROM TABLE SB 598:
SB 705;

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. SB 708;
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker,I move that the following bills SB 709;

be takenfrom the table: SB 710:
SB 711:

FIB 178; SB 976:
FIB 324; SB 1109;
HB1284;and SB 1l30:and
HB2139. SB 1134.

On thequestion, On the question,
Will the FIouseagreeto the motion? Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto. Motion was agreedto.

BILLS TABLED BILLS ON SECONDCONSIDERATION

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. The following bills, having beencalled up, were considered
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker,I move that the following House for the secondtime and agreedto, and orderedtranscribedfor

bills be placedbackupon the table: third consideration:

FIB 178; HB 483, EN 1958; 118 866, EN 1954; HO 152, EN 2262;
HE 324; HB 190, EN 178; HB 350, EN 2311; HB 488, EN 1586;
HE 1284; and HB 661, EN 699; HB 819, EN 877; NB 879, EN 1890;
FIB 2139. HB 1086, PN 3415; HB 1143,EN 1291; HB 1159, PN 1312;

HB 1161, EN 1314;HB 1195, PN 1352; 118 1523, EN 3460;
On the question, RB 1537, EN 1854; fiB 1813,EN 2222; 118 2083, EN 2698;
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? HB 2116, PN 2758; HB 2152, EN 3416; fiB 2209, EN 3233;
Motion was agreedto. fiB 2214, EN 2903; fiB 2268, EN 2998; fiB 2313, PN 3294;

NB 2463, PN 3343; SB 598, EN 623; SB 705, EN 765;
SB 708, EN 1405; SB 709, EN 769; SB 710, EN 770; SB 711,

BILLS REMOVED FROM TABLE EN 775; SB 976, EN 1132; SB 1109, EN 1650; SB 1130,
PN 1726;and SB 1134,EN 1500.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PER.ZEL. Mr. Speaker,I move the following bills from

the table:
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BILLS RECOMMITTED some guests he would like to introduce to the House.
Mr. Kenney.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. KENNEY. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Barley. Colleagues in the House, I am happy today to introduce

Mr. BARLEY. Mr. Speaker,I move that the following bills some students from my legislative district in northeast
be recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations: Philadelphia.Over the past several months, over 900 students

from 7 elementary schools of my district participated in a
HE 483; "There Ought To Be a Law" contest, and I just wanted to
HE 866; introducethe winners from each individual school that are here
FIB 152; with their families - Tim Graselafrom Maternity EVM School;
FIB 190; Shannon LaSalle from St. Christopher School;
HB 350; Esther Tetruashvily from Anne Frank School: Eric Yaary
HE 488; from Watson Comly School; Andrew Lapatina from
HE 661; St. Martha School; Lance Kalbacher from Loesche School;
FIB 819; Christine Seonia from Philadelphia Academy CharterSchool;
RB 879; and Robert Ropars, our grandprize winner, from the
FIB 1086; PhiladelphiaAcademy Charter School. I would like everyone
HE 1143; in the House to wish them a warm welcome. Thank you,
HE 1159; Mr. Speaker.
FIB 1161;
FIB 1195; LEAVE OF ABSENCE
FIB 1523;
HE 1537; The SPEAKER. The Chair returnsto leavesof absenceand
HE 1813; recognizesthe majority whip, who asksthat the gentlemanfrom
HE 2083; Chester,Mr. HERSHEY, be placed on leave for the balanceof
HE 2116; today’s session.Without objection, the leave will be granted.
HB 2152; The Chair hearsnone.
FIB 2209;
HE 2214;
HE 2268; MASTER ROLL CALL

HB 2313;
The SPEAKER. The Chair is about to take today’sHE 2463:

master roll call. Members, report to the floor. Members willSB 598;
SB 705; proceedto vote.

SB 708;
The following roll call wasrecorded:SB 709;

SB 710;
PRESENT-197SE 711;

SE 976; Adolph Evans Mann Schroder
SE 1109; Allen Fairchild Markosek Schuler

SB 1130; and Argall Fargo Marsico Scrimenti
Armstrnng Feese Masland Sernmel

SB 1134. Baker Fichter Mayemik Shaner
Bard Fleagle McCall Smith, B.

On the question. Barley Flick McGeehan Smith. S. H.
Barrar Forcier McGill Snyder

Will theHouseagreeto the motion? Basnan Frankel Mcllhaitan Solobay
Motion was agreedto. Battisto Freeman Mcllhinney Staback

Bebko-Jones Gannon McNaughion Stairs
Belardi Geist Melio Steelman

LEAVES OF ABSENCE Belfanti George Metcalfe Steil
Benninghoff Gladeck Michiovic Stern
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Stetler

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised by both the majority Bishop Gordner Miller. R, Stevenson
and minority whips that thereare no leavesof absencerequested Blaum Grucela Miller. S. Strittmauer
for today’ssession. Boyes Gruitza Mundy Sturla

Browne Habay Myers Surra
Will the memberscome to the floor. The Chair is going to Bunt Haluska Nailor Tangretti

take the masterroll call in 2 minutes. Butkovilz Hanna Nickol Taylor. E. Z.
Buxton Harhai OBrien Taylor. J.
Caltagirone Uarhart Oliver Thomas

ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS Cam Hasay One Tigue
Casorio Hennessey Perze! TravaglioINTRODUCED Cawley Herman Pcsci Trello
Chadwick Hess Petrarca Inch

The SPEA.K.ER.In the meantime,the Chair recognizesthe Civera Horscy Petronc True
Clark Hutchinson Phillips Tulligentlemanfrom Philadelphia County, Mr. Kenney, who has Clymer Jadlowiec Pippy Vance
Cohen. L. I. James Pistella Van Home



Cappabianca
Gigliotti

LaGrotta

Hershey

NOT VOTING-O

EXCUSED-S

LEAVES ADDED-I

LEAVES CANCELED-I

HOUSE BILLS
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

No. 2504 By RepresentativesGEIST, HESS, ARGALL.
FORCIER, DRUCE, LEH. MARSICO, PIPPY, NICKOL,
S. H. SMITH, PETRARCA, DALEY, STRITTMATTER,
STAIRS. MAILER, BARD, SANTONI, LAUGHLIN.
SATHER, STERN, ARMSTRONG. BAKER, BARLEY,
BENNINGHOFF, BOYES, BUNT, BUXTON,
CALTAGIRONE, CASORIO,CIVERA, CLARK, M. COHEN,
DeWEESE, EACHUS, EGOLF, FEESE, FTCHTER,
FLEAGLE, GANNON. GODSHALL, HASAY, HERSHEY,
LESCOVITZ, LUCYK. LYNCH. MAITLAND, MASLAND.
McCALL, McNAUGHTON, METCALFE, S. MILLER,
NAILOR, PESCI, PETRONE, RAYMOND, READSHAW,
RORRER, SAINATO, SHANER, B. SMITH, SOLOBAY,
STURLA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRAVAGLIO,
TRUE, TULLI, VAN HORNE, VANCE, VEON. WALKO,
WILT, YEWCIC, ZIMMERMAN. ZUG, SURRA, WOGAN
andFARGO

An Act amending Title 75 Vehicles of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,providing for motorcycleparking.

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION, May 3.
2000.

An Act amending Title IS Crimes and Offenses of the
PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,prohibiting sale of liquid fuels and
fuels containingmethyl tertiarybutyl etherMTBE.

Referredto Committeeon JUDICIARY, May 3, 2000.

No. 2507 By Representatives TRICH. LESCOVITZ.
DALEY, DeWEESEand SOLOBAY

An Act amendingthe act of May 25. 1945 P.L.l050, No.394,
known as the Local Tax Collection Law, providing for interim
assessment,duplicate, warrant; further providing for installment
payment of taxes, for collection and payment over of taxes and for
settlement of duplicates, audit; and providing for appointment of
delinquenttax collector.

Referredto Committeeon LOCAL GOVERNMENT, May 3,
2000.

No. 2508 By Representatives L. 1. COHEN, BUNT.
CLYMER, DERMODY, FARGO, GANNON, FIENNESSEY,
KENNEY, LaGROTTA. LAUGHLIN, MELIO, RAYMOND,
STAIRS,TANGRETTI, WILLIAMS and J. TAYLOR

An Act authorizing a tobacco access control tax credit; and
imposing powersanddutieson the Secretaryof Revenue.

Referredto Committeeon FINANCE, May 3, 2000.

No. 2509 By Representatives FREEMAN,
ARMSTRONG, BARRAR, BATTISTO, BELARDI,
BELFANTI, BLAUM, BOYES, CAPPABIANCA. CAWLEY,
L. I. COHEN, M. COHEN, CORRIGAN, COY, DALEY,
GEORGE, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HENNESSEY,
HERMAN. HESS. HORSEY, LaGROTTA. LAUGHLIN,
LEDERER, LEVDANSKY, MANN. MARKOSEK. McCALL.
McGILL. MELIO, MUNDY, NAILOR. ORIE, PETRARCA,
PISTELLA. ROBINSON, RUBLEY. RUFFING. SANTONI,
SOLOBAY, STABACK. SURRA, TANGRETTI,
VAN HORNE. VEON. WOGAN. WOJNAROSKI. WRIGHT,
YUDICFIAK, BROWNE, COSTA, FRANKEL, TRAVAGLIO.
CASORIO, YOUNGBLOOD andSAMUELSON
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Cohen, M. Josephs Plans Veon
Colafella Kaiser Preston Vitali
Comell Keller Ramos walko
Corrigan Kenney Raymond Washington
Costa Kirkland Readshaw Waters
Coy Krebs Remand Williams
Curry LaGrotta Rieger wilt
Dailey Laughlin Robinson Wogan
Daley Lawless Roebuck Wojnaroski
Daily Lederer Rohrer Wright
DeLuca Leh Rooney Yewcic
Dempsey Lescovilz Ross Youngblood
Dermody Levdansky Rubley Yudichak
DeWeese Lucyk Ruffing Zimmerman
DiGirolamo Lynch Sainato Zug
Donatucci Maher Samuelson
Druce Maitland Santoni
Eaehus Major Sather Ryan.
Egolf Mandenino Saylor Speaker

ADDITIONS-C

Hershey Roberts Seyfert

No. 2505 By Representatives DALLY, M. COHEN,
McGILL and GRUCELA

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 P.L.30, No.14,
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for interim
permitsfor substituteteachers.

Referredto Committeeon EDUCATION. May 3, 2000.

No. 2506 By RepresentativesMELIO, GEORGE,MANN,
STABACK, M. COHEN, FRANKEL, FIARHAI,
HENNESSEY, FIERSHEY, PETRARCA, PISTELLA,
RUBLEY, SHANER, J. TAYLOR, WOJNAROSKI. CURRY,
CIVERA. HORSEY, MAHER, CASORIO, ROONEY,
STEELMAN, TANGRETTI, TRELLO, YOUNGBLOOD,
JAMES. WASHINGTON, LESCOVITZ. SURRA. SOLOBAY,
WILLIAMS, COLAFELLA andBATTISTO
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An Act amending the act of March Il, 1971 P1.104, No.3,
known as the Senior Citizens Rebate and AssistanceAct, further
providing for the definition of "income."

Referredto Committeeon FINANCE, May 3, 2000.

No. 2510 By Representatives FREEMAN,
ARMSTRONG, BARRAR, BATTISTO, BELARDI,
BELFANTI, BLAUM, BOYES, CAPPABIANCA, CAWLEY,
L. I. COHEN, M. COHEN, CORRIGAN, COY. DALEY,
GEORGE, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HENNESSEY,
HERMAN, HESS, HORSEY, LaGROTTA, LAUGHLIN,
LEDERER, LEVDANSKY, MANN, MARKOSEK, McCALL,
MCGILL, MELIO, MUNDY, NAILOR, ORIE, PETRARCA,
PISTELLA, ROBINSON, RUBLEY, RUFFING, SANTONI,
SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA, TANGRETTI,
VAN HORNE, VEON, WOGAN, WOJNAROSKI, WRIGHT,
YUDICHAK, BROWNE,COSTA, FRANKEL, TRAVAGLIO,
CASORJO,YOUNGBLOOD andSAMUELSON

An Act amendingthe act of August 26. 1971 P.L.351, No.91,
known as the State Lottery Law, further providing for the definition of
"income."

Referredto Committeeon FINANCE,May 3, 2000.

No. 2511 By Representatives DALLY, BROWNE,
FLICK, NAILOR, TIGUE, TULLI, HENNESSEY,
E. Z. TAYLOR, RUBLEY, WOGAN, SCRIMENTI,
SEYFERT, COLAFELLA, FARGO, YOUNGBLOOD, ORIE.
GEIST, EGOLF, HERSHEY andTRELLO

An Act establishinga procurementprocedurefor certaincontracts
for legal servicesentered into betweenCommonwealthagenciesand
privateattorneys.

Referredto Committeeon JUDICIARY, May 3. 2000.

No. 2512 By Representatives WRIGHT, GEIST,
McILHINNEY, WILT, STEVENSON, KENNEY, SATHER,
MAILER, HENNESSEY,CORRIGAN, SHANER, BELARDI,
M. COHEN, CURRY, HARHAT, HORSEY, JOSEPHS,
McCALL, McILHATTAN. MELIO, PETRONE,
READSHAW, SAMUELSON, WALKO, WOJNAROSKI and
YOU’NGBLOOD

An Act amendingthe act of March 4, 1971 P.L.6, No.2, known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, providing for a deduction for
job-seekingexpenses.

Referredto Committeeon FINANCE, May 3, 2000.

No. 2513 By RepresentativesGLADECK. L. I. COHEN,
FARGO, HORSEY, MAITLAND, MASLAND, McGILL,
PETRONE, RAMOS, ROSS, RUBLEY, SCHRODER.
SEYFERT,TIJLLI, WILT andFLICK

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 P.L,90, No.21,
known as the Liquor Code,providing for private retail wine stores.

Referredto Committee on LIQUOR CONTROL, May 3,
2000.

An Act amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 P.L.30. No.l4
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for
distressin first class schooldistricts.

Referredto Committeeon EDUCATION. May 3, 2000.

No. 2515 By Representatives FLICK, BARRAR,
E. Z. TAYLOR, FARGO. BUNT, CLYMER, L. I. COHEN,
DAILEY, EGOLF, GEIST, GODSHALL, HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, HESS, MAHER, McGILL, McNAUGHTON,
MELIO, R. MILLER, RUBLEY, SEYFERTandTRUE

An Act amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 P.L.30, No.14,
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for requestfor
waivers.

Referredto Committeeon EDUCATION, May 3, 2000.

No. 2516 By Representatives FLICK, HENNESSEY,
O’BRIEN, PETRARCA, CALTAGIRONE, FICHTER,
LAUGHLIN, McCALL, McILHATTAN, MUNDY, PESCI,
PLATTS, RAYMOND, SATHER, SCHRODER, SCHULER,
SHANER, TANGRETTI, TULLI, VAN HORNE, WILT,
WOJNAROSKI andWRIGHT

A Joint Resolution proposing integrated amendmentsto the
Constitution of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,providing for
retentionelectionandtenureofjusticesof the peace.

Referredto Committeeon JUDICIARY, May 3, 2000.

SENATE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presentedthe
following bills for concurrence:

SB 552, PN 1873

Referredto Committeeon PROFESSIONALLICENSURE,
May 3, 2000.

SB 955, PN 1853

Referredto Committeeon EDUCATION, May 3. 2000.

SB 1173,PN 1875

Referredto Committeeon JUDICIARY, May 3. 2000.

CALENDAR

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION

The House proceededto third consideration of SB 1352,
PN 1876,entitled:

An Act makingan appropriationfrom a restrictedrevenueaccount
within the General Fund and from Federalaugmentationfunds to the
PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commission.

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAI1-HOUSE

No. 2514
M. COHEN,
WILLIAMS,

925

By Representatives BISHOP, MYERS,
PESCI, WATERS, CURRY, YOUNGBLOOD,
MANDERINO and THOMAS
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On the question, An Act making an appropriation from the State Employees’
Retirement Fund to provide for expensesof the State Employees’Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? RetirementBoardfor the fiscal yearJuly 1,2000, to June30, 2001 ,and
for the paymentof bills incurred and remainingunpaid at the closeof

BILL RECOMIVIITTED the fiscal yearending June30, 2000.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. On the question,

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1352 be Will the House agreeto the bill on third consideration?

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
BILL RECOMMITTED

On thequestion,
Will theHouseagreeto the motion? The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthemajority leader.
Motion wasagreedto. Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1355 be

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

On the question,
The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1353, Will the Houseagreeto the motion?

PN 1754,entitled: Motion was agreedto.

An Act making an appropriationfrom a restrictedrevenueaccount
within the General Fund to the Office of ConsumerAdvocate in the
Office of Attorney General.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1356,
PN 1757,entitled:

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third constderation? An Act making an appropriation from the Public School

Employees’ Retirement Fund to provide for expensesof the Public

BILL RECOMIVHTTED School Employees RetirementBoard for the fiscal year July 1, 2000,
to June 30, 2001, and for the paymentof bills incurred and remaining
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year endingJune30, 2000.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PER.ZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1353 be On the question.

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations. Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? BILL RECOMMITTED
Motion wasagreedto.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1356 be

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1354,
PiN 1755,entitled: On the question,

Will the Houseagreeto the motion?

An Act making an appropriationfrom a restrictedrevenueaccount Motion was agreedto.
within the GeneralFund to the Office of Small BusinessAdvocate in
the Departmentof Communityand Economic Development.

On the question, The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1357,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? PN 1758,entitled:

BILL RECOMMITTED An Act making appropriationsfrom the Professional Licensure
AugmentationAccount and from restrictedrevenueaccountswithin the
General Fund to the Departmentof State for use by the Bureau of

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. Professionaland Occupational Affairs in support of the professional
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1354 be licensureboardsassignedthereto.

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
On the question,

On the question, Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion wasagreedto. BILL RECOMMITTED

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1357 be

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1355, recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
PN 1756,entitled:
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On thequestion, On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto. Motion wasagreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1359,
PN 1760,entitled: The Houseproceededto third considerationof SB 1366,

PN 1767,entitled:
An Act providing for the capital budget for the fiscal year

2000-2001. An Act making appropriationsto the Philadelphia Health and
Education Corporation for the MCP HahnemannUniversity and for

On thequestion, continuationof pediatricservices.
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

On the question,

BILL RECOMISIITTED Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.TheChair recognizesthe majority leader. BILL RECOMMITTED
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1359 be

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations. The SPEAKER.TheChair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1366 be

On thequestion, recommittedto the Committee on Appropriations.
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto. On the question,

Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1364,
PN 1765,entitled:

An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of The Houseproceededto third considerationof SB 1367,
Drexel University, Philadelphia. PN 1768, entitled:

On the question, An Act making appropriationsto the ThomasJeffersonUniversity,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? Philadelphia.

BILL RECOMMITTED Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1364 be BILL RECOMMITTED

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
The SPEAKER.TheChair recognizesthemajority leader.

On the question, Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1367 be
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

Motion was agreedto.
On the question,
Will the House agreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1365,
PN 1766,entitled:

An Act making appropriationsto the Trusteesof the University of
Pennsylvania. The Houseproceededto third considerationof SB 1368,

PN 1769, entitled:
On the question
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? An Act making an appropriationto the PhiladelphiaCollege of

OsteopathicMedicine, Philadelphia.

BILL RECOMMITTED
On the question,

The SPEAKER.TheChair recognizesthe majority leader. Will the Houseagree to the bill on third consideration?

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that SB 1365 be
recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
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BILL RECOMMITTED On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1368 be BILL RECOMMITTED

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
On thequestion, Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1371 be
Will the House agreeto the motion? recommittedto theCommitteeon Appropriations.
Motion was agreedto.

On the question,
Will theHouseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1369,
PN 1770,entitled:

An Act making an appropriationto the PennsylvaniaCollege of The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1372,Optometry,Philadelphia.
PN 1773, entitled:

On the question, An Act makingan appropriationto the JohnsonTechnicalInstituteWill theHouseagreeto thebill on third consideration? of Scrantonfor operationand maintenanceexpenses.

BILL RECOMMITTED On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto thebill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1369 be BILL RECOMMITTED

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthemajority leader.
On the question, Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1372 be
Will theHouseagreeto themotion? recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
Motion wasagreedto.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1370,
PN 1771,entitled:

An Act making an appropriation to the University of the Arts, The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1373,Philadelphia.
PN 1774,entitled:

On the question, An Act makingan appropriationto the Williamson FreeSchool ofWill theHouseagreeto thebill on third consideration? MechanicalTradesin DelawareCounty for operationand maintenance
expenses.

BILL RECOMMITTED
On the question,

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1370 be
recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

. BILL RECOMMITTED

On the question, The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthemajority leader.
Will theHouseagreeto the motion? Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1373 be
Motion was agreedto. recommittedto the Conunitteeon Appropriations.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 1371, Motion was agreed to.
PN 1772,entitled:

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the Berean
Training and Industrial School at Philadelphia for operation and The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1374,maintenanceexpensesand for paymentof debtservice.

PN 1775,entitled:
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An Act making an appropriation to the Fox Chase Institute for
Cancer Research,Philadelphia,for the operation and maintenanceof
the cancerresearchprogram.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1377,
PN 1778,entitled:On the question,

Will the Houseagreeto thebill on third consideration? An Act making an appropriation to St. Francis Hospital,
Pittsburgh,for cardiovascularstudies.

BILL RECOMMITTED
On the question,

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?
Mr. PEItZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1374 be

recommittedto theCommitteeon Appropriations. BILL RECOMMITTED

On the question, The SPEAKER.TheChair recognizesthe majority leader.
Will the Houseagreeto themotion? Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that SB 1377 be
Motion was agreedto. recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto themotion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1375,
PN 1776,entitled:

An Act making appropriationsto theWistar Institute, Philadelphia. The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1378,for operationand maintenanceexpensesand for research.
PN 1779,entitled:

On the question,
. An Act making an appropriationto the LancasterCleft Palatefor

Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? outpatient-inpatienttreatment.

BILL RECOMMITTED On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1375 be BILL RECOM1IITTED

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
On the question, Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1378 be
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
Motion was agreedto.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1376, * * *

PN 1777,entitled:

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1379,
An Act making an appropriation to the Central Penn Oncology PN 1780,entitled:Group.

An Act making an appropriationto the Pittsburgh Cleft Palate for
On the question, outpatient-inpatienttreatment.
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

On thequestion,

BILL RECOMMITTED Will the Houseagreeto thebill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. BILL RECOMMITTED
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1376 be

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations. The SPEAKER.TheChair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1379 be

On the question, recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto. On thequestion,

Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.
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On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto themotion?

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1380, Motion was agreedto.
PN 1781,entitled:

An Act making an appropriation to the Burn Foundation,
Philadelphiafor outpatientandinpatient treatment. The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1383,

PN 1784,entitled:
On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? An Act making an appropriationto the BeaconLodgeCamp.

BILL RECOMMITTED On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1380 be BILL RECOMMITTED

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
On the question, Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1383 be
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
Motion wasagreedto.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1381,
PN 1782,entitled:

An Act making an appropriation to The Children’s Institute, The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1384,
Pittsburgh for treatmentand rehabilitation of certain persons with

PN 1785,entitleddisablingdiseases.

An Act making appropriations to the Carnegie Museums ofOn the question, . . .
. Pittsburgh for operationsand maintenanceexpensesand the purchase

Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? of apparatus,suppliesand equipment.

BILL RECOMMITTED On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1381 be BILL RECOMMITTED

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
On the question, Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, 1 move that SB 1384 be
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
Motion was agreedto.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1382,
PN 1783,entitled:

An Act making an appropriation to The Children’s Hospital of The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1385,Philadelphia for comprehensivepatient care and general maintenance
PN 1786 enttledandoperationof the hospital. ,

An Act making an appropriationto the Franklin Institute ScienceOn the question, Museumfor maintenanceexpenses.
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

On the question,
BILL RECOMMITTED Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. BILL RECOMMITTEDMr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1382 be
recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations. The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that SB 1385 be
recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
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On the question, On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion wasagreedto. Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1386,
PN 1787, entitled: The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1389,

PN 1790,entitled:
An Act making an appropriation to the Academy of Natural

Sciencesfor maintenanceexpenses. An Act making an appropriation to the Mercer Museum in
Doylestown,Pennsylvania,for operatingexpenses.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? On the question,

Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

BILL RECOMMITTED
BILL RECOMMITTED

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1386 be The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations. Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that SB 1389 be
recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? On the question,
Motion wasagreedto. Will the Houseagreeto the motion?

Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1387,
PN 1788,entitled:

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1390,
An Act makingan appropriationto the African-American Museum PN 1791,entitled:

in Philadelphiafor operatingexpenses.

An Act making an appropriation to the Whitaker Center for
On the question, Science and the Arts in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, for operating
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? expenses.

BILL RECOMMITTED Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1387 be BILL RECOMMITTED

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthemajority leader.

On the question, Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that SB 1390 be
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
Motion wasagreedto.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1388,
PN 1789,entitled:

An Act making an appropriation to the Everhart Museum in
Scrantonfor operatingexpenses. The House proceededto third considerationof SB 1391,

PN 1792,entitled:
On the question.
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? An Act making an appropriation to the Arsenal Family and

Children’s Center.

BILL RECOMMITTED
On thequestion,

The SPEAKER.The Chair recognizesthe majority leader. Will theHouseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker. I move that SB 1388 be
recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Speakerand membersof
the GeneralAssembly,I want to thank you sincerely for being
as patientas you have.Theseyoung people,theseyoungpeople
who came here today just wanted to show and to demonstrate
that the action that we take here doeshave an effect upon our
young people. So I want to sincerely thank you for your
patienceand sincerely thank you for the CharterSchool Law.
Thankyou again,Mr. Speaker,for allowing them. Thankyou.

THE SPEAKERMATTHEW J. RYAN
PRESIDING

GUESTS INTRODUCED

The SPEAKER.The Chair is pleasedto welcometo the hall
of the Housetoday,as the guestsof RepresentativeKirkland of
DelawareCounty, a group known as the SecondTime Around
ParentsOrganizationof Delaware County. They are seatedin
the balcony. Would they kindly wave to be recognized.
Thankyou. Welcometo Harrisburg.

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35

Mr. ROHRERcalledup HR 392, PN 3081, entitled:

A Resolutiondeclaring May 7 through 13, 2000, as "Pennsylvania
Home EducationWeek" in this Commonwealth.

On the question,
Will the Houseadopt the resolution?

Thefollowing roll call wasrecorded:

YEAS-197

BILL RECOMMITTED

The SPEAKER.TheChair recognizesthe majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1391 be

recommittedto the Committeeon Appropriations.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto.

WEST OAK LANE CHARTER SCHOOL
PRESENTED

The SPEAKER.Mr. Evans.
Members,pleasetakeyour seats.
The Chair is requestingthe gentlemanfrom Philadelphia

County, Mr. Evans, to temporarily preside for the purposeof
introducingguestsofhis andguestsof ours.

Members,pleasetake your seats.Sergeantat Arms, havethe
members and staff people behind the rail seated, please.
Members,pleasetake your seats.

Mr. Evans.

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
DWIGHT EVANS PRESIDING

The SPEAKERpro tempore.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speakerand membersof the GeneralAssembly,I have

the pleasuretoday to introducea group of young people. This
week is National Charter School Week. The Presidentof the
United States and the Governor of the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvania gave out proclamations on Monday about
National CharterSchoolWeek.

We, as membersof this General Assembly,along with the
Governor, passeda law in 1997, Democrat and Republican
alike. I have said consistentlythat the issue of educationshould
transcendpartisanpolitics. Theseyoung people who are here
todaywill demonstratethat.

The WestOakLaneCharterSchoolhasbeenin existencefor
2 years. This is its secondyear. It has 621 children; class size,
27; schooldayfrom 8 to 3:30. The youngpeoplewear uniforms;
the teacherswear uniforms. Its focus is in technology and
science. The principal is Dr. MargaretBriggs-Kenney. If she
could stand, you could see the principal. In addition to the
principal, thereare a number of parentswho have also come.
I would like for you to give them a hand. In the audience,the
parentsof the West OakLaneCharterSchool.

There are 50 charter schools in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania,and thereare 25 in the city of Philadelphia.These
young people, these young people one day will be sitting in
theseseats.I have askedtheseyoung people to come here and
to presentto you a couple of songs from their choir. Their
teacheris Mr. Joseph,and I would like to give Mr. Josepha
hand. So can we give them a warm welcome to the
GeneralAssembly,the WestOak LaneCharterSchool choir.

Anytime you are ready,Mr. Joseph.

A musical program was presentedby West Oak Lane
CharterSchoolchoir.

Adolph Evans Mann Schroder
Allen Fairchild Markosek Schuler
Argall Fargo Marsico Scrimenti
Armstrong Feese Masiand Semmel
Baker Fichier Mayernik Shaner
Bard Fleagle McCall Smith. B.
Barley Flick McGeehan Smith. S. H.
Barrar Forcier McGill Snyder
Bastiao Frankel Mcllhattan Solobay
Battisto Freeman Mcllhinney Staback
Bebko-Jones Gannon McNaughton Stairs
Belardi Geist Melio Steelman
Belfanti George Metcalfe Steil
Benninghoff Gladeck Michlovic stem
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Stetler
Bishop Gordner Miller. Ft. Stevenson
Blaum Grucela Miller, S. Striltmatter
Boyes Gruitza Mundy Siurla
Browne l-labay Myers Surra
Bunt Haluska Nailor Tangretti
Butkovitz Hanna Nickol Taylor, E. Z.
Buxton Harhai 0Bnen Taylor, J.
Caltagirone Harhari Oliver Thomas
Cam Hasay One Tigue
Casorlo Hennessey Perzel Travaglio
Cawley Herman Pesci Trello
Chadwick Hess Petrarca Trich
Civera Horsey Petrone True
Clark Hutchinson Phillips Tulli
Clymer Jadlowiec Pippy Vance
Cohen.L, I. James Pistella Van Home
Cohen,M. Josephs Platis Veon
Coiafeila Kaiser Preston Vitali
Comeil Keller Ramos Walko
Corrigan Kenney Raymond Washington
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Costa Kirkland Readshaw Waters Bishop Gordncr Miller, R. Stevenson
Coy K.rebs Reinard Williams Blaum Grucela Miller, S. Strittmatter
Curry LaGrotta Rieger Wilt Boyes Gruitza Mundy Sturla
Dailey Laughlin Robinson Wogan Browne Habay Myers Surra
Daley Lawless Roebuck Wojnaroski Bunt Haluska Nailor Tangretti
Daily Lederer Rohrer Wright Butkovitz Hanna Nickol Taylor. E. Z.
DeLuca Leh Rooney Yewcic Buxton Harhai O’Brtcn Taylor. J.
Dempsey Lescoviiz Ross Youngblood Caltagirone Harhart Oliver Thomas
Dermody Levdansky Rubley Yudichak Cam Hasay One Tigue
DeWeese Lucyk Ruffing Zimmerman Casorio Hennessey Perzet Travaglio
DiGirolamo Lynch Sainato Zug Cawley Herman Pesci Trello
Donatucci Maher Samuelson Chadwick Hess Petrarca Trich
Druce Maitland Santoni Civera E-lorsey Petrone True
Eachus Major Sather Ryan. Clark Flutchinson Phillips Tulli
[golf Manderino Saylor Speaker Clymer Jadlowiec Pippy Vance

Cohen,L. I. James Pistella Van Home
Cohen,M. Josephs Platts VeonNAYS-0 Colafetla Kaiser Preston Vitali
Cornell Keller Ramos Walko

NOT VOTIING-O Corngan Kenney Raymond Washington
Costa Kirkland Readshaw Waters
Coy Krehs Reinard Williams

EXCUSED-5 Curt’ LaGrotta Rieger Wilt
Dailey Laughlin Robinson Wogan

Cappabianca Hershey Roberts Seyferi Daley Lawless Roebuck Wojnaroski
DaIly Lederer Rohrer WrightGighotti DeLuca Leh Rooney Yewcic
Dempsey Lescovitz Ross Youngblood
Dermody Levdansky Rubley Yudichak
DeWeese Lucyk Ruffing ZimmermanThe majority having voted in the affirmative, the question DiGirolamo Lynch Sainato Zug

was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was Donatucci Maher Samuelson
adopted. Druce Maitland Sanloni

Eachus Major Sather Ryan.
Egolf Manderino Saylor Speaker

GUESTS INTRODUCED
NAYS-0

The SPEAKER.The Chair is pleasedto welcometo the hall
of the House today,as the guestsof the gentleman,Mr. Belardi, NOT VOTING-.0
Kay Hunterand her son, Abraham.Along with the Huntersare
friends of Abraham’s, Crane Holmes and Mart Cardamone. EXCUSED-5
Abraham is 12 years old today. So we wish him a
happybirthday andwelcome him andhis friends to Harrisburg. Cappabianca Hershey Roberts Seyfert

Will the guestspleaserise.They are to the left of the Speaker. Gtgltottt

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question
RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was

adopted.
Mr. SCRIMENTI called up HR 477, PN 3447,entitled:

A Resolutiondeclaringthat May 7 through 13, 2000, be observed BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
as "National Nursing Home Week" in Pennsylvania.

The House proceededto third considerationof HB 1686,
On the question, PN 3445,entitled:
Will the Houseadoptthe resolution?

An Act amending the act of June 30, 1995 P.L.170. No.25,
The following roll call was recorded: known as the Pennsylvania Voter Registration Act, providing for

changeof addresses,for approval of applications,for district registers,
for fees, for information lists, for reports, for physical disabilities, for

YEAS-i 97 removal of voters. for affirmationsand for incorrectrecords.

Adolph Evans Mann Schroder
Allen Fairchild Markosek Schuler On the question,
Argall Fargo Marsico Scrimenti Will theHouseagreeto the bill on third consideration?
Armstrong Feese Masland Semmel
Baker Fichier Mayemik Shaner
Bard Fleagle McCall Smith, B. Mr. CLYMER offered the following amendmentNo.
Barley Flick McGeehan Smith, S. H. A1999:
Barrar Forcier McGill Snyder
Bastian Frankel Mcilhattan Solobay
Battisto Freeman Mcllhinney Staback Amend Sec. I Sec. 901, page II, line 19, by inserting after

Bebko-Jones Gannon McNaughton Stairs
Belardi Geist Mclio Steelman An electormay vote in the election district of the
Belfanti George Metcalfe Steil elector’s last residence not more than one time
Bcnninghoff Gladeck Michlovic Stem following theelector’s removal.
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Stetlcr
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On thequestion, EXCUSED-S
Will the Houseagreeto theamendment?

Cappabianca Hershey Roberts Seyfert
Gigliotti

The SPEAKER. On the questionof the adoption of the
amendment,the Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom Bucks,
Mr. Clymer.

Mr. CLYMER. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question

was determinedin the affirmative and the amendmentwas
Mr. Speaker,amendment1999 is a technical amendment. agreedto.

What happened,the languagein this amendmentwas left out of
the bill, just totally left out of the bill when it was drafted,and
what we are doing is putting in this language.It is as simpleas On thequestion,

Will the House agree to the bill on third considerationas
that, and I would ask for anaffirmative vote.

amended?

On the questionrecurring,
Mr. CARN offeredthe following amendmentNo. A1992:

Will theHouseagreeto theamendment?

AmendTitle, pageI, line 4, by inserting after"repeals,""
Thefollowing roll call wasrecorded: furtherproviding for qualificationsto register;

Amend Title, pagc I, line 5, by removing the comma after
YEAS-l97 "addresses,"and inserting

further providing for governmentagenciesand
Adolph Evans Mann Schroder for preparationand distribution of applications;Allen Fairchild Markosek Schuler
Argall Fargo Marsico Scnimenti providing
Armstrong Feese Masland Semmel Amend Sec. I, page1, line 12, by insertingafter"4,"
Baker Fichter Mayemik Shaner 525, 527,
Bard Fleagle McCall Smith. B. Amend Sec. I Sec. 501, page 2, line 6, by inserting after
Barley Flick McGeehan Smith.S. H. "CHAPTER."
Barrar Forcier McGill Snyder
Bastian Frankel Mcllhattan Solobay If an individual owes court-orderedrestitution pursuantto 18 Pa.C.S.

Battislo Freeman Mcllhinney Siaback 1106 relating to restitution for injuries to personor property and
Bebko-Jones Gannon McNaughton Stairs 1107 relating to restitution for theft of timber as a resultof a felony
Belardi Geist Melto Steelman conviction within the last five years and the appropriateofficial as
Belfanti George Metcalfe Steit provided for in 18 Pa.C.S I l06e provides evidence that the
Benninghoff Gladeck Michlovic Stem
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Stetler individual is in compliancewith such restitution order, the individual

Bishop Gordner Miller. R. Stevenson shall be entitled to be registeredasprovided in this chapter.
Blaum Grucela Miller. S. Stritlmatter AmendSec. I. page6, by insertingbetweenlines 4 and 5
Boyes Gruitza Mundy Sturla Section 525. Governmentagencies.
Browne Habay Myers Surra a General rule-The secretary shall administer a system
Bunt Haluska Nailor Tangretti
Butkovitz Hanna Nickol Taylor. E. z. whereby all offices in this Commonwealth that provide public

Buxton Harhai O’Brien Taylor, J. assistance,each county clerk of Orphan’s Court, including each
Cattagirone Harhart Oliver Thomas marriagelicensebureau,all offices in this Commonwealththat provide
Cam Hasay One Ttgue State-fundedprograms primarily engaged in providing services to
Casorio Hennessey Perzel Travaglto personswith disabilities and all armed forcesrecruitmentcentersdo all
Cawley Herman Pesci Trello
Chadwick Hess Petrarca Tnich of the followtng:

Civera Honey Petrone True I Distribute voter registration applications with each
Clark Hutchinson Phillips Tulli application; reapplication; and application for recertification,
Clymer Jadlowiec Pippy Vance renewalor changeof address.
Cohen.L. I. James Pistella Van Home 2 Assist applicantswith completion of the registration
Cohen.M. Josephs Platts Veon
Colafella Kaiser Preston Vitali applicationunlessassistanceis refused.

Comell Keller Ramos Walko 3 Acceptcompletedregistrationapplications.
Corrigan Kenney Raymond Washington 4 Transmitcompletedapplicationsto the appropriate
Costa Kirkland Readshaw Waters registrationcommission.
Coy Krebs Reinard Williams b Forms-Anagencydesignatedin subsectiona shall provide
Curry LaGrotta Rieger wilt a form for office visits or, if the agency providesservicesto personsDailey Laughlin Robinson Wogan
Daley Lawless Roebuck Wojnaroski with disabilities, for homevisits which containsall of thefollowing:
Daily Lederer Rohrer Wright I Thequestion,"If you arenot registeredto vote where
DeLuca Leh Rooney Yewctc you live now, would you like to apply to registerto vote today?"
Dempsey Lescovitz Ross Youngblood 2 If the agency provides public assistance, the
Dermody Levdansky Rubley Yudichak statement,"Applying to registeror declining to registerto voteDeWeese Lucyk RutTing Zimmerman
DiGirolamo Lynch Sainato zug will not affect the amount of assistancethatyou will be provided
Donatucci Maher Samuelson by this agency."
Druce Maitland Santoni 3 Boxes for the applicantto check to indicatewhether
Eachus Major Sather Ryan. the applicantwould like to registeror decline to registerto vote.
[golf Manderino Saylor Speaker In closeproximity to the boxes the following words shall appear

in prominenttype: "IF YOU DO NOT CHECK EITHER BOX,
NAYS-O YOU WILL BE CONSIDEREDTO HAVE DECIDED NOT TO

REGISTER TO VOTE AT THIS TIME."
NOT VOTJNG-O
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4 The statement,"In order to be qualified to registerto
vote, you must be at least I 8 yearsof age on the day of the next
election, you must havebeena citizen of the United Statesfor at
least one month prior to the next election and have resided in
Pennsylvaniaand the electiondistrict where you plan to vote for
at least 30 days prior to the next election, andyou must[not have
been confined to a penal institution for a convictionof a felony
within the last five years."] provide evidence from the
appropriateofficial as provided for in 18 Pa.C.S. l106e
relatincto restitution for iniuries to personor prorty that you
are in compliance with a restitution order if you owe
court-orderedrestitutionas a resultof a felony conviction within
the last five years."

5 The statement,"If you would like help in filling out
the voter registrationapplication form, we will help you. The
decisionwhetherto seekhelp is yours. You may fill out the form
in private."

6 The statement, "If you believe that someonehas
interfered with your right to register or to decline to registerto
vote, your right to privacy in decidingwhether to registeror in
applying to register to vote or your right to choose your own
political party or other political preference,you may file a
complaint with the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
PennsylvaniaDepartmentof State,Harrisburg, PA 17120." The
secretaryshall establishand publish a toll-free telephonenumber
for thepurposeof receivingcomplaints.
c Effect-Failure to checkeither box undersubsectionb3

shall be considereda declination to registerto vote.
d Staff-Agency employeesassisting in the completion of

voter registrationapplications shall conductthemselvesin a manner
consistentwith the following principles:

I They shall not seek to influence an applicant’s
political preference or party registration or display political
preferenceor party allegiance.

2 They shall not makeany statementto an applicantor
take anyaction the purposeof or effect of which is to discourage
the applicantfrom registeringto vote.

3 They shall not makeany statementto an applicantor
take any action the purpose or effect of which is to lead the
applicant to believe that a decisionto registeror not to register
has any bearingon the availability of servicesor benefits.

Agency employeeswho violate this subsectionshall be removedfrom
employment,providedthat the agency at its discretion may impose a
penalty of suspensionwithout pay for at least30 days, but not more
than 120 days, if it finds that the violation does not warrant
termination.

e Encouraging registration-An agency designated in
subsectiona shall provide reasonablespace for nonpartisansigns or
postersencouragingvoter registration.The signs andpostersshall be
providedby the secretary.

0 Transmission-Anagencydesignatedin subsectiona shall
forward all completed registration applications to the appropriate
registration commission within ten days after the date of receipt. If a
voter registrationapplicationis receivedwithin five daysbeforethe last
day to registerbeforean election, the applicationshall be transmittedto
the appropriatecommissionnot later thanfive daysafter the dateof its
receiptby theagency.

g Confidentiality-Theidentity of the voter registrationagency
through which any particularvoter is registeredin accordancewith this
sectionshall not be disclosedto thepublic.

h Use of information-No information relating to a declination
to register to vote in connectionwith an application madeat an office
describedin this section may be used for any purposeother than voter
registration.

i Assistance-Eachagencyshall provide to eachapplicantwho
choosesto registerto vote the samedegreeof assistancewith regard to
the completion of the registration application form as is providedby
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the office with regardto the completion of its own forms, unlessthe
applicantrefitsessuch assistance.

j Regulation.-The secretary shall promulgate regulations
regarding the maintenanceand destructionof forms used pursuantto
this section.
Section 527. Preparationand distribution of applications.

a Form.-
I The secretary shall prescribethe form of official

voter registration application. The official voter registration
application shall provide space for the following information
aboutthe applicant:

i Full name.
ii Addressof residence.If the residenceis a

portion only of the house,the location or numberof the
room,apartmentor floor which is occupied.

iii Mailing addressif different than addressof
residence.

iv Name and residenceaddresson previous
registrationand the yearof that registration.

Cv Designation of political party, for the
purposeof voting at aprimary election.

vi Date of birth.
vii Telephonenumber.An applicationshall not

be rejected because of noncompliance with this
subparagraph.

viii Race. An application shall not be rejected
becauseof noncompliancewith this subparagraph.
2 Data required on the voter registrationapplication

shall not be more nor less than the minimum data elements
permissiblefor Federalvoter registration.

3 Any person who assists in the completion of the
registration application shall sign the application and indicate
the person’s address. In the case of those registering under
sections523 and 525, the personprovidingassistanceshall insert
the person’sinitials or employeeor agent identification number
on a separate or detachable portion of the application or
computerdata file.

4 A voter registrationapplication shall be printed on
stock of good quality and shall be of suitable uniform size.
Nothing in this act shall prohibit the design and use of an
electronic voter registration application which includes the
applicant’sdigitized signature.The registrationapplication shall
containthe following information; however,the information may
be providedon a separateform for voter registrationmade under
section523 or 525:

i Notice that an individual currently registered
does not need to reregister unless the individual has
moved.

ii Instructionson how to fill out andsubmit the
application and notification of when the application must
be submitted to a voter registrationoffice in order to be
registeredfor the ensuingelection.

iii Notice that the registrantmust be a citizen
of the United Statesfor at least one month prior to the
next election and a residentof this Commonwealthand
the election district for at least 30 days and must be at
least 18 years of age by the day of the next ensuing
electionand [has not beenconfined in a penal institution
for a conviction of a felony within the last five years.] is
able to provide evidencefrom the aDpropriateofficial as
provided for in IS Pa.C.S l106e relating to
restitution for iniuries to personor property that he or
she is in compliance with a restitution order issued
pursuant to 18 Pa.C.S. S 1106 and 1107 relating to
restitution for theft of timber as a result of a felony
conviction within the last five years. The notice required
in this subparagraphshall be in print identical to the
declarationundersubsectionb.
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iv Notice that political party enrollment is
mandatory to vote in a primary election of a political
party.

v Notice that the commission will mail by
nonforwardable mail to the applicant a voter’s
identification card upon acceptanceof the application
and that the registrantshouldcontact the commissionif
the identification card is not received within 14 days
from the date the application is sent to the registration
office.

vi Notice that registration is not completeuntil
the application is processed and accepted by the
commission.

vii A warning to the registrantthat making a
false registration or furnishing false information is
petjury.The noticerequiredin this subparagraphshall be
in print identical to the declarationunder subsectionb.

viii Instructionsto Federalor State employees
who wish to retain voting residence in county of last
residenceto so indicateon the application.

ix Notice that, if an applicant declines to
registerto vote, the fact that the applicanthasdeclinedto
registerwill remainconfidentialand will be usedonly for
voter registrationpurposes.The notice required in this
subparagraphshall be in print identical to the declaration
undersubsectionb.

x Notice that, if an applicant does registerto
vote, the office at which the applicant submits a voter
registrationapplicationwill remain confidentialand will
be usedfor voter registrationpurposesonly. The notices
required in this subparagraphshall be in print identical to
the declaration in subsectionb.
5 The official voter registration application may be

designedin a mannerto be insertedin the district registeror for
transferto a registrationcard to be placed in the district register.

6 In jurisdictions where there is a single language
minority, the secretarymay print a bilingual application.

7 In jurisdictions where a single languageminority
exceeds5% of thepopulation,the secretaryshall:

i print a bilingual application;and
ii conduct a public educationalprogram among

that language group alerting both organizationsand
individuals of that group of the availability of the
bilingual applicationandencouragingunregisteredvoters
to register.
8 To implement section524, the secretaryshall print

an official voter registration mail application designed to
preservethe confidentiality of the information required to be
submitted.The applicationshall contain information requiredby
this section andshall include the name of each county seat, its
post office mailing addressand zip code and its telephone
number. Voter registration mail applications shall contain
information indicating whether the application is a new
registration, change of party enrollment, changeof addressor
changeof name.

9 Nothing in this act shall prohibit a private
organizationor individual from printing blank voter registration
applicationsor shall prohibit the use of such applicationsby any
other individual, provided that the form, content and paper
quality of such voter registration application complies with
department regulations for the forms or has received prior
approvalfrom the secretary.
b Registrationdeclaration.-

I The official voter registration application shall
contain a registration declaration. On the declaration, the
applicantshall stateall of the following:
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i The applicant has been a citizen of the
United Statesfor at least one month prior to the next
election.

ii On the day of the next ensuing election, the
applicantshall be at least 18 yearsof age.

iii On the day of the next ensuingelection,the
applicantshall have resided in this Commonwealthand
in the electiondistrict for at least30 days.

iv The applicant [has not beenconfined in a
penal institution for a convictionof a felony within the
last five years.] is able to provide evidence from the
appropriate official as provided for in 18 Pa.C.S.

1106e that he or she is in compliance with a
restitution orderpursuantto IS Pa.C.S.S. 1106 and 1107
as a result of a felony conviction within the last
five years.

v The applicantis legally qualifiedto vote.
2 The applicantshall affirm all of the following:

i The information provided in the registration
declarationis true.

ii Theapplicantunderstandsthat:
A the registrationdeclaration will be

acceptedfor all purposesas the equivalentof an
affidavit; and

B if the registrationcontainsa material
false statement,the applicantshall be subject to
penaltiesfor perjury.

3 The registrationdeclarationshall contain the printed
name and signatureof the applicant and the date of signing.An
applicant unable to sign the voter registration application shall
make a mark beforea personof the applicant’s choiceotherthan
the applicant’s employeror an agent of the applicant’s union.
Such person shall insert the person’s name, address and
telephonenumber. If suchpersonis an employeeor agentof the
Departmentof Transportationor another agency,as provided
under section 525. and is assisting the applicant in an official
capacity, such employee or agent shall insert the initials and
identification numberof the employeeor agent. In the case of
applicants registering under section 523 or 525, the person
providing assistanceshall insert initials or employeeor agent
identificationnumber on a separateor detachableportion of the
applicationor computerdatafile.

4 The official registration application shall contain a
notice entitled "PENALTY FOR FALSIFYING
DECLARATION." The notice shall advisethe applicantthat, if a
person signs an official registration application knowing a
statementdeclared in the application to be false, the person
commits perjury. The noticeshall specifythe penaltyfor perjury.
c Distribution.-

1 The secretary shall supply official registration
applicationsto commissions.

2 The secretaryshall make available for distribution
official voter registrationapplicationsto public libraries, public
schools, State-relatedinstitutions of higher education, offices
operatedby the Departmentof Revenue,offices operatedby the
Departmentof Aging, areaagencieson aging,offices operatedby
the PennsylvaniaGame Commission or any of its authorized
license-issuingagents, offices operated by the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission or any of its issuing agents, and
offices thatprovideunemploymentcompensation.

3 Each participating agency identified under
paragraph2 shall:

i Provide that official voter registrationmail
areavailable on the premisesanddisplayed
in a conspicuouslocation during normal
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applications
prominently
businesshours.

ii Provide an official voter registration mail
applicationto any individual requestingone.
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iii Provide reasonablespace for nonpartisan YEAS-130
signs or posters indicating the availability of official
voterregistrationmail applicationson thepremises. Argall Evans Masland Schuler

4 The secretary may provide technical assistanceto Armstrong Fairchild Mayemik Scrimenti
Barley Fleagle McCall Smith. B.

commissions upon request and agencies designated under Bastian Forcier McGeehan Snyder
paragraph2. Battisto Frankel Mcllhinney Staback

5 The secretary shall print and distribute mail Bebko-Jones Freeman Melio Steelman
registrationapplicationswhich arenot postagepaid and which Belardi Geist Michlovic Steil
shall not be specificto any county registrationoffice. Along with Belfanti George Miller, R, Stetler

Birmelin Godshall Mundy Striltmatter
the distribution of such applications, the secretary shall also Bishop Gordner Myers Sturla
include instructionsto inform the applicantwherethe application Blaum Grucela Nailor Surra
is to be sent. Butkovitz Gniitza Nickol Tangretti

6 The secretary and commissions shall supply Buxton Haluska Oliver Taylor, E. Z.
applicationsto all of thefollowing: Caltagirone Hanna Perzel Thomas

Cam Harhai Pesci Tiguei Persons and organizations who request Casorio Hasay Petrarca Travagtio
applications. Cawley Herman Petrone Trello

ii Federal, State and political subdivision Chadwick Horsey Pistella Trich
offices. Clymer James Plaits True

iii Political partiesandpolitical bodies. Cohen.M. Josephs Preston Vance
Colafella Kaiser Ramos Van Homeiv Candidates.
Corrigan Keller Readshaw Veon

d Staff-Agency employeesassisting in the distribution of Costa Kirkland Reinard Vitali
voter registration applications under subsection c shall conduct Coy LaGrotta Rieger Walko
themselvesin amannerconsistentwith thefollowing principles: Curry Laughlin Robinson Washington

I They shall not seek to influence an applicant’s Dalcy Lederer Roebuck Waters
DeLuca Lescovitz Rooney Williamspolitical preferenceor party registration or display political Dermody Levdansky Ross Wojnaroski

preferenceor partyallegiance. DeWeese Maitland Ruffing Wright
2 They shall not makeany statementto an applicantor DiGirolamo Major Sainato Yewcic

take any actionthe purposeof or effect of which is to discourage Donatucci Manderino Samuelson Youngblood
the applicantfrom registeringto vote Druce Mann Santoni Ztmmerman

3 They shall not makeany statementto an applicantor Eachus Markosek

take any action the purpose or effect of which is to lead the
applicantto believethat a decisionto registeror not to register NAYS-66
hasany bearingon theavailability of servicesor benefits.

Agencyemployeeswho violate this subsectionshall be removed from Adolph Fargo Maher Schroder
Allen Feese Marsico Semmelemployment,provided that the agencyat its discretion may impose a
Baker Fichter McGill Shaner

penalty of suspensionwithout pay for at least 30 days, but not more Bard Flick Mcllhattan Smith, S. H.
than 120 days, if it finds that the violation does not warrant Barrar Gannon McNaughton Solobay
termination. Benninghoff Habay Metcalfe Stairs

Boyes Harhart Micozzie Stem
On the question, Browne Hennessey Miller, S. Stevenson

Bunt Hess O’Brien Taylor, J,Will the Houseagreeto the amendment? Civera Hutchinson One Tulli
Clark Jadlowiec Phillips Wilt

The SPEAKER. On the question of the adoption of the Cohen,L. I. Kenney Pippy Wogan
Camamendment,the gentlemanis recognized. Comell Krebs Raymond Yudtchak

Mr. CARN. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker. Dailey Lawless Rohrer Zug
DaIly Leh Rubley

Mr. Speaker, this amendmentwould make it a requirement Dempsey Lucyk Sather Ryan.
that those felons who leave prison that are required to pay Egolf Lynch Saylor Speaker
restitutionwould have to have their restitution currentin order
for themto registerto vote. NOT VOTING-I

I ask for a "yes" vole on this amendment.
GladeckThe SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Clymer.

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, a number of weeks ago
Representative Birmelin had offered a bill that is very EXCUSED-5

compatibleto this amendmentthat we arenow going to vote on, Cappabianca Hershey Roberts Seyfert
an amendment that would allow a person who has been Gigliotti
convictedof a felony, they now mustwait 5 yearsbefore they
canvote. This simply removesthat 5-yearperiod, andas long as
they aredoing restitution, as the gentlemanjust mentioned,they The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question
will be allowed to vote. So I am gotng to support the was determinedin the affirmative and the amendmentwas
amendment. agreedto.

On the questionrecurring. On the questionrecurring,
Will the Houseagreeto theamendment? Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration?

The following roll call wasrecorded:
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Mr. DeWEESE offered the following amendmentNo. DeWeese Maher Samuelson
DiGirolamo Maitland Santoni

A2O93
. Donatucci Major Sather Ryan.

Druce Manderino Speaker
Amend Sec. I Sec.501, page 2, line 17, by striking out "AN"

andinserting NAYS-6
Exceptas otherwiseprovidedby this act, an

Amend Sec. I Sec. 901, page Il, line 13, by striking out Feese Krebs Sceelman Steil
"" and inserting Hanna Platts

NOT VOTING-3
On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the amendment? Hennessey McGill Stairs

The SPEAKER.The Housewill be momentarilyat ease. EXCUSED--S

This amendmentwill requirea suspensionof the rules.
Cappabianca Hershey Roberts - Seyfert
Gigliotti

RULES SUSPENDED

The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. DeWeese. A majority of the members required by the rules having
Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker,I move that the rules of the voted in the affirmative, the questionwas determinedin the

Housebe suspendedto permit me to offer amendment2093. affirmative and themotion wasagreedto.

Onthe question, On the questionrecurring,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? Will the House agree to the bill on third considerationas

amended?
The following roll call was recorded:

Mr. DeVEESE reoffered the following amendmentNo.
YEAS-i 88 A2093:

Adolph Eachus Mann Saylor Amend Sec. I Sec. 501, page2, line 17. by striking out "AN"Allen Egolf Markosek Schroder
Argall Evans Marsico Schuier and inserting
Armstrong Fairchild Masland Scrinienti Exceptasotherwiseprovidedby this act, an
Baker Fargo Mayemik Semmel Amend Sec. I Sec. 901, page II, line 13. by striking out
Bard Fichter McCall Shaner "NEW" and inserting
Barley Fleagle McGeehan Smith, B. lastBan’ar Flick Mcllhattan Smith, S. H. -

Bastian Forcier Mcllhinney Snyder
Battisto Frankel McNaughton Solobay On thequestionrecurring,
Bebko-Jones Freeman Melio Staback Will the Houseagreeto the amendment?Belardi Gannon Metcaife Stem
Belfanti Geist Michlovic Stetler
Benninghoff George Micozzie Stevenson The SPEAKER.The Housewill standmomentarilyat ease.
Birnielin Gladeck Miller, R. Stritimatter
Bishop Godshall Miller, S. Sturla
Blaum Gordner Mundy Surra The Chairrecognizesthe gentleman,Mr. DeWeese.
Boyes Grucela Myers Tangretti That is an improvement, Mr. DeWeese. I wonder,
Browne Gruttza Natlor Taylor, E. 1 Mr. DeWeese,for the benefit of the camerasand the other
Bunt Habay Nickol Taylor,J.
Butlcovitz Haluska O’Brien Thomas members,if you could pose againfor us.
Buxton Harhai Oliver Tigue Mr. DeWEESE.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Caltagirone Harhart Orte Travaglto This is an agreed-toamendmentwhich protects the voting
Cani Hasay Perzel Trello
Casorio Herman Pesci Trich opportunitiesand rights of governmentand military personnel,
Cawley Hess Petrarca True andI would ask for its favorableconsideration.Thankyou.
Chadwick Horsey Petrone Tulli TheSPEAKER.Mr. Clymer.Civera Hucchinson Phillips Vance
Clark Jadlowiec Pippy van Home Mr. CLYMER. This is agreedto.
Clymer James Pisteila Veon
Cohen.L. I. Josephs Preston Vitati On thequestionrecurring,
Cohen,M. Kaiser Ramos Walko
Colafella Keller Raymond Washington Will the Houseagreeto the amendment?
Comell Kenney Readshaw Waters
Corrigan Kirkland Reinard Williams Thefollowing roll call was recorded:Costa LaGrotta Rieger Wilt
Coy Laughlin Robinson Wogan
Cuny Lawless Roebuck wojnaroski YEAS-I97
Dailey Lederer Rohrer Wright
Daley Leh Rooney Yewcic Adolph Evans Mann Schroder
Daily Lescovitz Ross Youngblood Allen Fairchild Markosek Schuler
DeLuca Levdansky Rubley Yudichak Argall Fargo Marsico Scrimenti
Dempsey Lucyk Rufftng Zimmerman Armstrong Feese Masland Semmel
Dermody Lynch Sainato Zug Baker Fichter Mayemik Shaner
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Bard Fleagie McCall Smtth. B. The following roll call wasrecorded:
Barley Flick McGeehan Smith. S. H.
Barrar Forcier McGill Snyder
Bastian Frankel Mcllhattan Solobay YEAS-497
Battisto Freeman Mcllhinney Staback
Bebko-Jones Gannon McNaughton Stairs Adolph Evans Mann Schroder
Belardi Geist Melio Steelman Allen Fairchild Markosek Schuler
Belfanti George Metcalfe Steil Argall Fargo Marsico Scrimenti
Benninghoff Gladeck Michiovic Stem Armstrong Feese Masland Semmel
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Stetler Baker Fichter Mayernik Shaner
Bishop Gordner Miller, R. Stevenson Bard Fleagle McCall Smith, B.
Blaum Grucela Miller, S. Strittmatter Barley Flick McGeehan Smith,S. H.
Boyes Gruitza Mundy Sturia Barrar Forcier McGill Snyder
Browne Habay Myers Surra Bastian Frankel Mcllhattan Solobay
Bunt Haluska Nailor Tangretti Battisto Freeman Mcllhinney Staback
Butkovitz Hanna Nickot Taylor. E. Z. Bebko-Jones Gannon McNaughton Stairs
Buxton Harhai O’Brien Taylor, J. Belardi Geist Melio Steelman
Caltagirone Harhart Oliver Thomas Belfanti George Metcalfe Steil
Cam Hasay One Tigue Benninghoff Giadeck Michlovic Stem
Casorio Hennessey Perzel Travaglio Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Stetler
Cawley Herman Pesci Trello Bishop Gordner Miller, R. Stevenson
Chadwick Hess Petrarca Trich Blaum Grucela Miller, S. Strittmatter
Civera Horsey Petrone True Boyes Gruitza Mundy Sturla
Clark Hutchinson Phillips Tulli Browne Habay Myers Surra
Clymer Jadlowiec Pippy Vance Bunt Haluska Nailor Tangretti
Cohen.L. I. James Pistelia Van Home Butkovitz Hanna Nickol Taylor, E. Z.
Cohen.M. Josephs Plans Veon Buxton Harhai O’Brien Taylor, J.
Colafella Kaiser Preston Vitali Caltagirone Harhart Oliver Thomas
Comell Keller Ramos Walko Cam Hasay One Tigue
Corrigan Kenney Raymond Washington Casorio Hennessey Perzet Travaglio
Costa Kirkland Readshaw Waters Cawley Herman Pesci Trello
Coy Krebs Reinard Williams Chadwick Hess Petrarca Trich
Curty LaGrotta Rieger Wilt Civera Horsey Petrone True
Dailey Laughlin Robinson Wogan Clark Hutchinson Phillips Tulli
Daley Lawless Roebuck Wojnaroski Clymer Jadlowiec Pippy Vance
Daily Lederer Rohrer Wright Cohen,L. I. James Pistella Van Home
DeLuca Leh Rooney Yewcic Cohen,M. Josephs Piatts Veon
Dempsey Lescovitz Ross Youngblood CoIafelia Kaiser Preston Vitali
Dermody Levdansky Rubley Yudichak Comell Keller Ramos Walko
Deweese Lucyk Ruffing Zimmerman Corngan Kenney Raymond Washington
DiGirolamo Lynch Sainato Zug Costa Kirkland Readshaw Waters
Donatucci Maher Samuelson Coy Krebs Reinard Williams
Druce Maitland Santoni Cony LaGrotta Rieger Wtlt
Eachus Major Sather Ryan. Dailey Laughlin Robinson Wogan
Egolf Manderino Saylor Speaker Daley Lawless Roebuck Wojnaroski

DaIly Lederer Rohrer Wright
DeLuca Leh Rooney Yewcic

NAY&..O Dempsey Lescovitz Ross Youngbiood
Dermody Levdansky Rubley Yudichak

NOT VOTING-0 DeWeese Lucyk Ruffing Zimmerman
DtGtrolamo Lynch Satnato Zug
Donatucci Maher Samuelson

EXCUSED-S Druce Maitland Santoni
Eachus Major Sather Ryan.

Cappabianca Hershey Roberts Seyferl Egolf Manderino Saylor Speaker

Gigliotti

NAYS-O
The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question

was determinedin the affirmative and the amendmentwas
agreedto. NOT VOTJNG-O

On thequestionrecurring,
Will the House agree to the bill on third considerationas EXCUSED-S

amended?
Bill asamendedwas agreedto. Cappabianca Hershey Roberts Seyfert

Gighotti

The SPEAKER. This bill has been consideredon three
different daysand agreedto and is now on final passage. . . -

The questionis. shall thebill passfinally? The majority required by the Constitution havtng voted m

Agreeableto the provisionsof the Constitution,the yeasand the affirmative, the questionwas determinedin the affirmative

nayswill now be taken, and the bill passedfinally.
Ordered.That the clerk presentthe same to the Senatefor

concurrence-
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RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The House proceededto third considerationof SB 262, The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizesthe majority leader,
PN 1913,entitled: who calls for an immediatemeetingof the Rules Committeeat

the majority leader’sdesk.
An Act amending Title 28 Crimes and Offenses of the

PennsylvaniaConsolidated Statutes, further providing for explicit
sexualmaterials. BILL ON CONCURRENCE

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE
On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the bill on third consideration? SB 652, PN 1922 Amended By Rep. PERZEL

The SPEAKER.There are entirely too many meetingsgoing An Act amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 P.L.30, No.14,
known as the Public School Code of 1949. providing for reports;on. requiring school districts to file managementinformation reports;
further providing for auxiliary services to nonpublic schools, for

BILL PASSEDOVER TEMPORARILY reports on exceptional students, for continuing professional
development, for school lunch and breakfast reimbursement,for
basic education grants, for higher education funding, for full-timeThe SPEAKER.SE 262 is over temporarily, studentcommunitycollegereimbursement,for small district assistance,
for basic educationfunding, for paymentsto intermediateunits, for

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS special educationpayments, for school and institute operation, for
vocational education funding and payments, for minimum basic
educationpayments,for extraordinaryspecialeducationpaymentsand

The SPEAKER.It is the understandingof the Chair that the for school performanceincentives; adding a definition and provisions
Democratic Caucus wishes to reassemblefor a period of relating to educationempowerment;and providing for an education
one-halfhour. Underthe circumstances,the Chair indicatedto empowermentlist and educationempowermentschool dtstrtctsand for

their operationandfor a MandateWaiverProgram.
the Democraticleadersthat it had no objection to an additional
caucusin order that the memberscould comeup to the floor to

RULES.watchthe childrenfrom the charterschool,andI had agreedthat
they could go back into anothercaucus, Which at this time
I would ask the Democratmembersto go immediately to their SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A
caucusroom and to returnto the floor at 10 after2.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
Mr. DeWeesehas indicatedthat a S-minute recessmay solve Ii’ SENATE AMENDMENTS

our problems. So the House is going to stand in recess for a TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS
period of 5 minutesso that he cantalk to someof hismembers. AS AMENDED

VOTE CORRECTION The House proceededto considerationof concurrencein
Senate amendmentsto House amendmentsto the following

The SPEAKER. Mr. Casorio, you, I understand,wish to SB 652, PN 1922, as further amended by the House Rules
correctthe record.You are recognizedfor that purpose. Committee:

Mr. CASORIO.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
On HB 1686, amendment1992,1was castin the affirmative. An Act amendingthe act of March tO, 1949 P.L.30, No.14,

I would like to be recordedas a negativevote,HB 1686. known as the Public School Code of 1949. providing for reports;
requiring school districts to file managementinformation reports;

The SPEAKER.Theremarksof the gentlemanwtll be spread further providing for auxiliary services to nonpublic schools, for
uponthe record, reports on exceptional students, for continuing professional

Mr. CASORIO.Thankyou. development,for school lunch and breakfastreimbursement,for basic
education grants, for higher education funding, for full-time student
community college reimbursement,for small district assistance,for

GUESTS INTRODUCED basic educationfunding, for paymentsto intermediateunits, for special
educationpayments,for school and institute operation, for vocational

The SPEAKER.The Chair is pleasedto welcome to the hall education funding and payments. for minimum basic education
payments,for extraordinaryspecialeducationpaymentsand for school

of the Housetoday,as a guestpagefor Mr. Saylor,Victoria Mm performanceincentives; adding a definition and provisions relating to
from Red Lion High School. She is a guestpagetoday, as I say, educationempowerment;and providingfor an educationempowerment
for RepresentativeSaylor. Would shepleaserise, list and educationempowermentschool districts and for their operation

We have anotherguest page today. Here as the guest of andfor a MandateWaiver Program.

RepresentativeSamRohreris Alicia Godlovc. She is a junior at
Wyomissing High School in Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, in On the question,

Berks County.Would she pleaserise. Will the House concur in Senate amendmentsto House
amendmentsas amendedby the RulesCommittee?

The Housewill standat ease.
The Housewill cometo order. The SPEAKER.Moved by the gentleman.Mr. Perzel, that

theHousedo now concur.
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The question recurs, will the House concur in the
amendmentsinsertedby the Senate to House amendmentsas
amended?

On the questionof concurrence,Mr. Veon, do you desire
recognition?

Mr. VEON. Yes, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER.Mr. Veon,
Mr. Cohen.Mr. Veon yields to the gentleman,Mr. Cohen.
The gentleman, Mr. Cohen, is recognized. Will the

gentlemanyield, please.
Members,please,this is animportantdebate.Takeyour seats

and show the members that have the microphonethe respect
thatthey areentitled to, as I judgeit.

Mr. Cohen.
Mr. COHEN. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,this bill raisesvery forcefully the questionof

whetheror not the problemsof school districts in this State in
educatingchildrenare due to the fact that the schooldistrictsare
unionized.If you believe that the problemsfacingPhiladelphia
and everyother school district that has problemsare due to the
fact that there is union representationin the schools, then you
should vote for this bill. If you havebeenaroundlong enoughto
know that union representation is a relatively recent
phenomenonthat only really beganin the mid-l96Os and that
beforeunion representationthe problentswere evengreaterthan
they aretoday, you shouldnotvote for this bill.

What this bill does is it gives every school district in the
State in different degrees.-. it most clearly affects 11 school
districtsbut it doesother things for all the other school districts
- it gives the school districts in this State the power to take
awayunion rights. Now, why is this a bad idea? For those to
whom that is not obvious, I would answeras follows: Teaching
is a very, very difficult job. It requiresboth enormousskill; it
requiressignificant education;it requiresenormouspatiencein
dealingwith frustrationsdayto day.

It is not easyin many school districts to fmd teachers.In the
Philadelphia School Disthct this year, they started out with
2.500 vacancies at the start of the year. With a massive
recruitmenteffort, spendingmillions and millions of dollars to
recruit new teachers,they have got it down. As the year is
coming to an end now, there are only 100 vacanciesin the
Philadelphia School District. There are 100 vacanciesin a
district in which peopleare guaranteedajob if they meetcertain
performancestandards.

Now, what this bill doesis this enables,first in the 11 school
districts, clearly,absolutely,without equivocation,it allows the
school board to decide if the performanceof the school is too
low, and therefore,every teachercan be fired and the principal
can be fired and everyjanitor can be fired and the school nurse
canbe fired.

And maybe if thesesalarieswere really great, Mr. Speaker,
peoplewould say, yeah, I will work here becausethe salary is
so great, but the fact of the matteris that in the low-performing
districts, the teachersare among the lowest paid in their
region of the State. The fact is, already in teaching in these
low-performing districts, teachersare teaching at a financial
sacrifice. It is a financial sacrifice because they are getting
lower than many other peoplein surroundingdistricts for doing
the samejob undereasierconditions are getting, and they are
gettingmuch lower, much lower than they would if they would
pursue other occupations that college-educatedpeople have
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opento them, What this bill does is it createsa whole wave of
uncertaintyin the teachingprofessionas to whetheror not this
makesany real economic senseas an occupationfor peopleto
devotetheir lives to.

Now, why should somebodyteach in one of the 11 school
districts where the powers of the board are absolute to
immediatelyfire if they could getajob in anotherschooldistrict
where the powersare lesserto fire the teachers?Why should
anybodywant to teach in such a school district? There is less
and less reason as time goes on for peopleto want to teach,
wherepeoplewould want to serve in an administrativecapacity,
wherepeoplewould wantto serve in a supportcapacity.

This is a really bad bill. There are problems in the
Philadelphia School District and there are problems in all the
other II districts, but this bill does not deal with any solution
other than giving the administratorsand the school boardsthe
powerto arbitrarily lay off teachers.

Now, I send my daughter,Amanda, to a charterschool. The
charterschoolhasall sortsof greatinnovations. The innovations
deal with parental involvement. There is nothing in this bill
dealing with parental involvement. The innovations deal with
improved curriculum.There is nothing in this bill dealing with
improved curriculum. The innovations deal with afterschool
supportactivities and before-schoolsupport activities. There is
nothing in this bill dealing with before-schoolor afterschool
activities.Thereis nothing in this bill dealingwith othercharter
school innovationslike a longer schoolday,longerschool year.
nothing. The only innovations in this bill are aimed at cutting
union rights and cutting the rights of individual teachersand
individual school staffersto hold on to theirjob.

When I was a high school student in Philadelphia, the
PhiladelphiaSchoolDistrict commissioneda study namedafter
its chief author, a Ph.D. named Odell, to look at the
Philadelphia School District in the days before there was a
union with collective-bargainingrights, and the school study
documentedthat therewere many,many thousandsof vacancies
of qualified teachersin the school district. They documented
that therewere massiveproblemsin the school system,massive
problems of student achievement,and allowing teachersto
organize. allowing principals to organize, allowing school
nursesto organize were consideredgreat reforms that would
improve the PhiladelphiaSchoolDistrict.

I think it is a serious,seriousmistaketo go back to the days
before unions, to take away union rights, to try to drive the
salarieseven lower than they are now. This bill has nothing
whateverto do with improving education. If this bill passes,
studentsand teacherswill look very fondly on the year 2000 as
the last year there was decenteducationin the school districts
that are mostclearly affectedby this bill.

This bill makesthings worse. It doesnot make thingsbetter.
Five years, 10 years from now people in large numberswho
voted for this bill will be ashamedof themselves,will be
ashamedto look people in the eye and say they voted for this
bill. This bill sendsa messagethat anybodyis crazyto teach in
one of those II school districts, that anyparentis crazy to send
their kids there. This bill is an abandonmentof public schools;it
is not an improvementof public schools.

I stronglyurgepeopleto voteagainstthis bill. Thankyou.
The SPEAKER. On the question of concurrence, the

gentleman,Mr. Colafella.
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Mr. COLAFELLA. Thankyou,Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,in my opinion, this is a very, very sad day in

the legislature. What we are doing today is we are saying to
every legislator in this House,you no longerhaveanyauthority
anymorein education.We are going to give all of our authority
to the Secretaryof Education. The Secretaryof Educationcan
waive anything that he wantsto do. Bravo,That is terrific.

Over 50 percent of our budget is spent on education, and
what are we doing? We are giving all the authority to the
Secretaryof Educationto makethesedecisions.Think about it.
What kind of a legislature is this? Legislatures that have a
Secretary of Education who conducts all the business for
educationgenerally are legislatures who meet for very short
periodsof time. That is what we are asking for. We are asking
for the Secretaryto do everythingin educationin this bill, and
believe me whenI tell you, if we were just talking about these
I 1 districts, and what is ironic is that when you talk to the
superintendentsof these 11 districts whom we are supposedto
help, guesswhat they havesaid?They think this bill is a joke.
So we are going to give them an extra $450,000to sweetenthe
pot a little bit to each district, and guess what? The
superintendentssaid it will cost them millions to do what we
wantto do.

Shameon us. This is wrong what we are doing today.We are
giving up every right that we have to guide the educational
processin this State;we are giving it up today,and why are we
giving it up? You all know why we are giving it up. Because
one man wantsto be Vice Presidentof the United Statesandhe
wants to appeal to the conservativeelementthat says,let us get
rid of unions; let us have charter schools and independent
schools. That is why we are doing it. It is funny how he is not
worried aboutus.

We havea history in this State where every year or two we
have a different Secretaryof Education,This Secretarywill not
be arounda year and a half from now, but guesswhat?Most of
us will be here,and when we are here, we will haveno input on
educationin this State.That is what weare doing if we passthis
bill today. Shameon us.

Our top leadershould be worried about the educationin this
Stateand not just about his own pursuits, and we know that.
That is why this legislationis being passed.

Any school superintendentin this Statewill tell you this is a
lousy bill; it is a lousy bill. We know it is a lousy bill, It is
ridiculous to have a mayor of a city set up a school board.
Why do we not have the mayor of the other cities that are in
these11 districts, why do they not run their school board?What
is so specialabout Mayor Reed that he canrun a school board,
he canrun a schooldistrict, but the mayorof Duquesnecannot?
That is not right. Thatmakesno sense.This whole bill makesno
sense.

Weare following somethingthat has takenus down the tubes
as far as the legislature,becauseif 50 percentof this budgetis
spent on educationand we have no input in education,what
good are we? What good are we coming down here if we have
no input? Everything is going to go to the Secretaryfor his
approval.So if 2 yearsfrom now we get a DemocraticGovernor
andwe get a new Secretaryof Education, now we are going to
changethingsaroundagain.

You know, mostof us havebeenhere a long time; we have
beenhere a long time, and many, many years we have heard
from school boardsback home and teachersback home about
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all the problemswith collective bargaining.That is all we ever
heard.If you had a town meeting, you heard about collective
bargaining. Do you remember that? Now that collective
bargaining is in place, there are very few strikes in
Pennsylvania.The teachersare happy; the school boards are
happy.So what are we going to do now?We are going to turn
thingsaroundnow. We are going to eliminatewaivers. We are
going to ruin the collective-bargainingagreementsthat were
made.This State is going to be in a shamblesoverthis bill.

How proud are we to have a mayorof a city run a particular
school district? What good is it to haveschool superintendents?
Why do we pay school superintendentsover $100,000 a year
and say to them, you know what? You cannot run a school
district; the mayor is going to run the school district. I mean,
what is this?This is crazy.

Let us faceit. We know what this bill is all about,This bill is
not designedto help the Duquesnesand the Aliquippa School
District. Aliquippa is in my district. Their superintendentthinks
this is a joke; it is a joke. Why do we not have the mayor of
Aliquippa run the school district of Aliquippa? He may have a
bettereducationthan the mayor of Harrisburg.Why cannot he
do it? If somebodycould ever answerthat question, I would be
amazed,But, no, it is one more way of maybepicking up a few
more votes or maybeit is anotherway of rewardingsomeone
for helping them. What a disgrace.

You know, the kids in Pennsylvaniarely on us. That is why
people send us to Harrisburg. They send us to Harrisburg to
make sure that no matter what we hear about from our
constituents,that we run a thorough and efficient system of
educationin Pennsylvania.That is why they electedus. They
did not electus to havea mayorof a city run the schools.They
did not do that. We are doing it todaythough. We are going to
tell the mayors,you run the schools.We are going to tell the
Secretaryof Education,you make any decision that you want,
becauseright now we are giving up. We cannotdo the job. That
is what we are doing today. Shame on us. We should be
embarrassedby whatwe are doingtoday.

In the final analysis, afterthis bill is passedand you will see
over the next year or so the Secretarymaking this decision on
this and on that andpeople complain to you, we will have a
good excuse.We will be able to say from now on, you know
what? It is not our fault; it is the Secretaryof Education’sfault,
because, quite frankly, we no longer will have any
responsibility in overseeing the education of Pennsylvania.
Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.

FILMING PERMISSION

The SPEAKER. The Chair advises the members that
permission is now being given to James Romeo of the
WGAL-TV news organizationto videotapewith audio on the
Housefloor for the next 15 minutes.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED

The SPEAKER,The Chairnotes the presenceon the floor of
the Houseof the gentleman,Mr. Hershey.He shall be removed
from the leavelist.
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GUESTS INTRODUCED

The SPEAKER,The Chair is pleasedto welcometo the hail
of the House, as the guests of RepresentativeSteil, classes
of fifth graders from Quarry Hill Elementary School in
Bucks County. The fifth grade classesare very welcome to
Harrisburg.

CONSIDERATION OF SB 652 CONTINUED

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom
DelawareCounty,Mr. Kirkland.

Mr. KIRKLAND. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,I rise in oppositionof SB 652.
Mr. Speaker,I am kind of confusedanddismayed,becauseI

was askedto be a part of a committeehere in Harrisburg. The
committeein questionor in name is the EducationCommittee,
and my understandingis that thereis a process,thereis a reason
why we have thesecommittees- so that we can go over bills,
discuss bills, bring them to discussion, debate the bills in
committee,and evensometimeshave hearingson the bills so
that the community would have an opportunity to have input.
But for somestrangereason,herewe are againat the close of a
budget session, here we are again being bypassed, being
overlookedas a committee,and here we are today debatingan
education bill, a bill that is going to affect school districts
throughout the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania, and quite
frankly, will probably, more than likely, affect those school
districts in a negativeway. Mr. Speaker.

SB 652 simply tells personswho havededicatedtheir lives to
educating our children, Mr. Speaker, that their services are
simply no longer needed.That is what we are saying today to
the educators.It tells young personswho may have chosenor
had an ideaor a thought,Mr. Speaker,of becominganeducator
that there is no reason for me to continue in my thinking or
continue in the quest to become an educatorbecausethereis a
bill out therecalledSB 652 that tells educatorsthat they are no
longerneeded,that their servicesare no longerwanted,

Mr. Speaker,this bill allows for corporationsto come in and
takeoverschool disthcts,and if you think about it, Mr. Speaker,
a corporation’sbottom line, their bottom line is not educating
our kids, but their bottom line is trying to find out how much
money they can walk away with without spending a lot of
money; it is not abouteducatingour kids, and the bottom line is
corporations,once they make enough money, they have the
opportunityto pull up stakesand simply walk away. Ourpublic
schoolsandour educatorsare notdoing that. Mr. Speaker.They
havestood their ground and they have continuedto work with
our childrenwith little or no resources.

Mr. Speaker, the Chester-Upland School District, the
school district that lies within my district, will fall immediately.
not 2 years, not 3 years down the line, but immediately under
this act. It would do so becauseit is alreadyunder a board of
control. Mr. Speaker.this boardof control is already in place in
my district, and they are therebecauseof financial reasons,not
academicreasonsbut financial reasons.And they haveasked
this Governor over time and time and time again, Mr. Speaker.
they haveaskedhim for financial resources,and that has not
happened; that has not happenedin a big way. We are not
talking about the peanuts that they keep giving out to our
district but to the real financial resourcesthat are neededwithin
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our district. That has not happened,Mr. Speaker,and now
today we are talking about a complete dissolving of the
Chester-UplandSchool District and bringing in the so-called
corporations.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I have the data; I have the data that
indicatesthat Chester-UplandSchool District is on the rise, that
their testscoresare rising. I know this, Mr. Speaker,becausewe
havereceivedawards- the Governor’sAward, grantawards-

because in our elementary schools, in some of our junior
high schools, we are showingacademicperformance,and we
received grant awards for that, but now for some reason we
needto take this school district and we needto wipe it out; we
needto wipe out its history, its heritage.We needto do away
with the Chester-UplandSchool District as we know it. Well,
Mr. Speaker,that is wrong; that is wrong.

In this bill they talk about $20 million or maybeeven a little
more, $20 million going to the 11 school districts that would fall
underthe EmpowermentAct; $20 million with $16 million or
more going to the Philadelphia School District. Where is the
equity tn this? Are the other 10 school districts supposedto
spendand fight over $4 million? This is not fair, Mr. Speaker,
and I would hope and encourage my colleagues from
Philadelphianot to be boughtand paid for or sold out and buy
this garbage,becausethat is what it is; that is the bottom line;
that is what it is. It is not about helping our kids. It is about
helpingself, It is not abouteducatingour kids.

This is not fair, Mr. Speaker;it is not fair, We want to talk
about equity. We want to talk about fairness.We want to talk
about educatingour kids. This is not fair. If you want to talk
about being fair, then let me flip the script. Let me tell my
Philadelphia colleaguesand all those who want this so much,
then you allow your school district to fall under it immediately
- you allow your school district to fall under it immediately-

not mine, not my kids, not my teachers.You do it for your
school district and allow my kids to haveat least 3 1/2 years to
get their act together,and I guaranteeyou they will, because
they are doing it right now. The educatorsare doing it right
now, The administratorsare doing it right now. They are doing
it right now.

Mr. Speaker,it seemsto me that everybodyelseknows what
is neededin Chester-Upland.That is kind of funny, becauseI
have never seen any of you, Mr. Speaker, none of my
colleagues, none of them have come to Chester-Upland
School District and walked the hallways. None of them have
come to Chester-UplandSchool District and talked to the
students. None of them have come to Chester-Uplandand
worked with the students;none of them, Mr. Speaker,not one;
not one. They havenot comethere and spentthe day with my
studentsand seenthe skills of my students.

It is amazing; it is amazing. The children performed
beautifully today. I guessthatwas a preludeto SB 652.

Mr. Speaker, I had a group of students,I had a group of
studentsthat cameup from Hempfield High School, a school
that is not locatedin my district: somestudentscameup. and we
always have frank conversation.We talk abouteducationand
what have you, and they askedme, what does it take to be an
electedofficial? And I told them, threethings. I said, in order to
be an elected official, first of all. always be honest. I said,
secondlyof all, always be committed. Thirdly of all, I told
them,never sell your soul. Today I am ashamedbecausesome
folks havesold their soul. They have sold their soul for a few
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projects, and I told my folks backhome,this may cost me some
projects. So what. They never give me anythinganyway.But I
am committed to seeing my district and my young folk
educated.

Now, when you start this plan, if you vote for this, let me
make it clear. I will be putting phone calls in to the
Wallingford-Swarthmores;I will be putting phonecalls in to the
Ridleys; I will be puttingphonecalls in to all those surrounding
districts, to all those surroundingdistricts, and make sure that
my kids haveanopportunity.

Mr. Speaker,this is unfair; this is wrong, andI needto senda
messageto my Philadelphiacolleagues.I have supportedyou
before. Today we will find out if that support continues.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

TILE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
PATRICIA H. VANCE PRESIDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore.. The Chair recognizes the
gentlemanfrom Philadelphia,Mr. Thomas,

Mr. THOMAS. Thankyou, Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker,it is time for peopleto be honestwith one

another.This SB 652 is not aboutDemocrats,Republicans;it is
not aboutadults; it is not evenaboutelectedofficials, SB 652 is
about children; it is aboutchildren, And very simply I say to my
colleaguefrom DelawareCountyand from all other countiesin
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,you are absolutelycorrect
that this is not a perfectbill. You are absolutely correct that
there is confusion in SB 652. You are absolutelycorrect that
there is disparity in the distribution of dollars as outlined in
SB 652, You are absolutely correct. But, Madam Speaker,
what I would like for you to do, to my colleague from
Delaware County and from all other counties, is come to
PhiladelphiaCounty, go to NorthumberlandCounty. go to some
of theseother counties,and see the misery and sadnesson the
faces of children, becauseall children want to learn, needto
learn, should have an opportunity to learn. All children are
entitled to that. Some of us who are standinghere today would
not be standinghere if we weredeniedaccessto an educationat
the level that it is being donethroughoutthe Commonwealthof
Pennsylvania.

MadamSpeaker,it is no mystery that those childrenthat my
colleague from Delaware County talks about can get a better
educationin prison than they can in some of thesedilapidated
school buildings. WaymartState CorrectionalInstitution has the
best of computer tecimology, has the best of books and
resources,has the best of materials. MadamSpeaker,when are
we going to stop andcomeface to face with reality that we have
a system that is bankrupt, that is bankrupt from beginning to
end?

Sure, thereare some kids that are rising. I have children in
my district that are rising. But for themajority of kids trappedin
a system,and,MadamSpeaker,let us not forget, it was many of
my colleaguesright here that voted some years ago to change
the formula by which basic education is funded in the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,and becausethat formula was
changed, we now have a situation where a county like
PhiladelphiaCountyhas lost almost$100 million. We havegot
countiesin the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniawhere children
are not getting $3,500 for a quality education. How do we
continue to think that it is okay to spend$26,000to keep a man

MadamSpeaker?
I do not like SB 652, but I know that in PhiladelphiaCounty

we are looking at a $20- to $30-million deficit, I know that. I
also know that the mayor of Philadelphia County and the
presidentof the board in Philadelphia County have said that
they are not going to deny anotherchild a book, access to
computers, full-day kindergarten, aflerschool programs, that
they are not cuttingany more. No more will they cut or deny a
child access to the tools and resourcesthat are needed to
competein the21stcentury.

So, Madam Speaker,they havea choice, and that choice is
very simply this: Either we go bankrupt all of the way, or,
Madam Speaker, we get some help to try to keep things
somewhat in place. This money in SB 652 will allow
PhiladelphiaCounty to continue full-day kindergarten,which is
required, and peoplekeep talking about Philadelphia County.
Let me tell you something. What other district has 210,000
children, 80 percentof which are living on fixed incomes,a
majorityof which comefrom homesthat are ravagedwith drugs
and all kinds of other social problems?How many otherschool
districts have a situation where teachersare not only asked to
teach, but they have to be social workers, criminologists,
behavioralists,and all kinds of othercompetencies?

I havenot seen a proposal from one of these people from
these other counties that keep talking about unfairness,You
have been unfair for the last decade when it comes to the
children of PhiladelphiaCounty. A child is very precious.We
should not, we should not temperwhat happenswith children
basedon wherethey aregeographicallylocated.Becausea child
comesfrom PhiladelphiaCountydoes not mean that that child
should be denieda quality educationjust becausehe or she
comesfrom a county that has210,000otherchildren.

Madam Speaker, SB 652 is not perfect; SB 652 is
convoluted,but at the end of the day, SB 652 is going to
provide almost an additional $20 million toward education.
Now, I know $20 million is not going to go a whole lot of ways,
but guesswhat? It will be better than what we have today; it
will be better than what we have today. I would like to
ask my colleague from Delaware County to come and go to
11th and Thompsonwith me which is right down the street
from my office, and I want him to tell that principal of
HarrisonElementarySchoolthat you shouldnot have a library,
becausethey have not seen a library at Harrison Elementary
School for almost the last decade. Tell those children at
11th and Thompsonwho do nothavebooksto take home so that
they can learn to read that we cannot let Philadelphia County
get more than any other county. Tell those children in
PhiladelphiaCountythat this $15 million, thoseparentsthat are
taking advantageof full-day kindergarten, those parentsthat
have accessto afterschoolprograms,tell them that they are not
entitled to that becausethey do not live in DelawareCounty.

Madam Speaker,we havegot to stop kidding ourselves.We
have got to stand up. I havebeenhere for five terms now, and
we havebeenbattling this issue of educationover and over and
over again, and I say to you today that I will support any
proposal,becausethis issue must come to an end. We cannot
keep functioning in the way that we are. I say to young people
every day that I stand up today as an electedofficial, but with
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we do not want to spend $15,000to make sure a
Delaware County or Philadelphia County has an

to go to Yale? Whom are we kidding,
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God’s grace and the resources,you can become an elected
official tomorrow. But, Madam Speaker,we can want all we
want for youngpeople,but if you do not provide the resources,
I do not care whetherit is not all that you want it to be,but if
you do not provide the resources,then you are not doing
anything but walking around staying fat while children are
walking aroundsuffering,and we cannotcontinueto do that.

I understandthe problemswith labor. Nobody has been a
bigger supporterof labor than W. Curtis Thomas, and I will
continueto support labor, and I will say to you that as it relates
to PhiladelphiaCounty, teachersin PhiladelphiaCountydo not
haveto worry, principals in PhiladelphiaCounty do not haveto
worry, becausewe havea board presidentand a mayor who care
about working peopleand who will not engagein any conduct
that is in derogationof the interestsof working people. So we
are not goingto havethat problemin PhiladelphiaCounty.

Madam Speaker, I ask all good people, Republican or
Democrat,short or tall, fat or skinny, white or black, green or
yellow, to standup andsay yes to childrentoday and no to their
own self-interests.Say yes to children having an opportunity
to become all they want to be and no to the same old
rope-de-dope,the sameold conversationthat does not result in
anythingpositive for the interestsof children.

Concuron SB 652.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizesthe

gentlemanfrom LancasterCounty,Mr. Sturla.
Mr. STURLA. Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.
Madam Speaker, I will try and be brief, becauseit is my

observationthat there are several membersmissing from the
floor of the House that are still out trying to round up some
votes for this, and I think the quickerwe are, the betterchance
we haveof defeatingthis.

I will also prefacemy commentsby stating that in response
to the previousgentlemanwho statedthat othermembersfrom
other countiesdo not care about Philadelphia.that I and other
membersin this chamberdo care about Philadelphia and all the
children in Pennsylvania,and I would cast one idea back, that
when I look at the list of counties and their taxing efforts for
education,school districts andtheir taxing efforts for education,
oddly enough,out of the 501 school districts in the State of
Pennsylvania,Philadelphiaranks499th on that list in termsof
their taxing effort, and if they would just go to the average
taxing effort that the restof the citizensof Pennsylvaniamake,
they would have an additional $100 million-plus for their own
school district by taxing their own citizensat the sameratethat
the restof us tax our citizenslocally for education.So this is not
about whether or not we are willing to help children in
Philadelphiaor children in any other place:this is about what
we are going to do to childrenwith this Senatebill.

Let me point out a few facts.
I talked to my superintendentof my school district, which is

on this empowermentlist should this legislationpass,and I said
to my superintendent,what are the things that you would need
to do to help improve scoresin your district? What are the key
issues? She said, first, we need transition programs and
extendedlearning. For thosekids that are falling behind thatjust
cannotkeepup with the paceof the restof the class,we needto
havesummerschoolfor thosekids. We needto haveafterschool
programsfor thosekids where they have learningopportunities.
We needto have privatetutors for thosekids. and,shesaid, that
would cost our schooldistrict about $1 million a year. And she
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said, secondly,we would like to do the one thing that we have
alreadystartedto do just this pastyearin my schooldistrict; we
would like to have fUll-day kindergarten,which the State does
not pay for, not one red cent. And I said, well, how much did it
cost usto implementthat programin our schooldistrict, and she
said, that was a cost of $1.2 million last year, and it will
continue to be $1.2 million-plus for all continuing years,
becausethat is just for the additional teachersrequired to do
full-day kindergarten,the additional staffing time, not for any
extra buildings. And I said, give me three things. She said,
thirdly, I would like to lower classsizes in gradesK through3,
becausethat is where it is real critical that the kids learn how to
read and write and do arithmetic, and those are some of the
things that are mentioned in this legislation as possibilitiesof
what peoplecould do with someof this $20 million. And I said,
and how much would that cost in my district, and she said,
approximately$3 million.

Now, I havealreadygot a price tag here of about $5 million
to do things that will improve the test scoresof the studentsin
my district in gradesK through 3, just gradesK through 3,
$5 million, andup until earlier this morningwe were guaranteed
$800,000.And then we got a little bit of a boost in the latest
amendment,but we are still $4 million shy of what we would
need, and that is in a district wherethe propertyvaluesdeclined
last year.They did not go up; they declined. That is in a district
wherethe poverty rateis around60 percent.

Thereis no more well to go to locally, but whatwe are doing
today,if you passthis legislation, is saying to the citizens of my
district, it doesnot matterwhetheryou canafford to do this; we
are not going to help you; we are going to say you have got to
try doing something,and we are not going to let you havethe
moneyto do it with. So we are going to holdout promisefor the
children in my district and then tell them they cannot have it
anyway.

If we really want to do something about education and
helping children in the State of Pennsylvania,we will not do
$20 million, we will do $100 million, and we will not strap the
school district with additional mandates as required in this
Senate bill. We will give them that money and we will say,
reduce class sizes, do extendedlearning programs, and do
frill-day kindergarten. That is real simple. That is what they
want to do anyway. Theydo not want to have to go before the
Secretaryof Educationto find out that he really wants them to
get rid of a teachercontract or he really wants them to do
somethingelse that they do not needto do. They know what
they need to do. My district and the other districts just do not
have the moneyto do it; they are impoverished.You look at the
list of districts, the 11 districts, and look at the poverty ratesin
those districts. I got them here. You can find them on the
department’s Website: 64.6 percent low-income students;
92,4 percent low-income students; 82.3 percent low-income
students; 75.7 percent low-income students; 59 percent
low-incomestudents;70.5 percentlow-income students,and the
list goeson.

This is not about we do not know what to do. You know,
someof the things that are prescribedin this Senatebill say that
we ought to have a plan. I havegot news for you; here is the
plan for my school district. It talks aboutachievinggoals and
vital signs and school readinessand attendancein school and
achievementin core subjectsand achievementlevels that have
to be met, and my superintendentis on a performancecontract.
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If she doesnot perform, if we do not raise test scoresa certain
percentage,she losesherjob.

My school district has implemented ISO International
Organizationfor Standardization9000 standards.We perform
at a betterlevel than mostcorporationsin this Stateand havefor
the last 2 years on a managementbasis,and we are distressed?
We are notdoing the right things?We are going to have to jump
thiough more hoops because somebody over in the
administrationthinks it would be nice to label us distressed?
This is ridiculous. This has nothing to do with the studentsin
the Stateof Pennsylvania.

This is supposedto help improve community participation;
that is one of the thingswe want to do. Well, I have got news
for you. I got some statisticsfrom my district, Last year at my
daughter’selementaryschool,poetrynight drew 30 people; this
yearit drew278 people.At one of the otherelementaryschools
they have a celebrationbefore the holidays. Last year it drew
25 people; this year it drew 475 people. One of the other
elementaryschools has a literacy night. Last year it drew
7 people; this year it drew 208 people. We are doing those
things,and yet we are going to get whoppedup the side of the
headand told, youjust are notdoing the job.

We are not overidentifying on special ed. The
administration’s own report that was done says we do not
overidentifyon specialed,and yet our specialeducationrate is
23 percentin my school district, and yet we are told we just are
notperforming;thosekids are not coming up to standard.

We did testingon our studentscoming into kindergartenfor
readiness.Get a load of this one: 2 out of 10 studeniswere at a
level ready to enterkindergarten,and when we get them up to
standardby secondor third or fourth grade, we are told, you
guys just did not perform well enough. Yet there are other
school districts that have 10 out of 10 students entering
kindergartenthat are doing just fine, and yet when they start to
slide a little bit, we say,that is okay; you still are not below the
50-percentarbitrary line, so you are doing a good job, even
though your kids lost track in the last 5 years; your kids have
lost progress,but you are doing okay, becauseyou are still
abovethe 50-percentline, this arbitrary line weset.

The money that we are putting into this plan is pitiful. It is
I percentof theseschool districts’ budgets.Now, I tell anyone,
figure out what your income for your householdbudget is;
figure out a 1-percentincrease.Tell me that you are going to be
able to turn your lifestyle aroundwith that. Tell your job, tell
your boss, I really only needa 1-percentincreasefor the rest of
my life, because,boy, am I going to be able to perform better
with a 1-percentincreasein my pay for the next 10 years.That
is what I want, a 1-percent increase.That is going to help me
out; that is going to tum thingsaround.It is ridiculous.

This bill unfairly stigmatizesthose schools in those targeted
districts that are alreadyperforming. There are many schools in
my school district, in Philadelphia,and in variousother districts
that are on this empowermentlist that are performingabovethe
statewideaverage,well abovethe statewideaverage,but they all
get lumped in the empowermentzone; they are just not doing
the job. And conversely,thereare many of your districtsthat are
not on this empowermentlist becausethe district is above that
arbitrary 50-percent line, but there are individual schools in
those districts that are way below that 50-percentline. We do
not senda dime to those schoolsbecausewe say, well, it does
not really matter if there is one school in that district that only
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has 25 percentof the studentsreadingat an averagelevel in this
State; that is okay, becausethat is only a few kids times
500 other school districts, This legislation just does not make
sense.

Among other things, this bill also weakens the academic
standardsand assessmentsthat we have beenworking for the
last several years to set. It eliminates the writing standard.
I mean, where are we going with this? This is like four steps
backwards.

Finally, Madam Speaker,becauseI want to get this over
with, becauseI do not think the votes are here yet, this
legislation is cruel to studentsin Pennsylvania.It sets out this
ideathat somehowthis is going to be the cure-all; this is what is
going to make kidswonderful,whenin fact it doesnot dealwith
kids at all. It deals with chariging administrations,changing
schoolteachers,changingall sortsof other things,and does not
addresschildren at all. I urge you to vote "no" for the sakeof
the childrenin Pennsylvania,so that we canget backto actually
doing somethingfor the childrenin Pennsylvania.

Pleasevote "no" on concurrence.Thankyou.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizesthe

gentlemanfrom Elk County,Mr. Surra.
Mr. SURRA. Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.
Madam Speaker,I think it was about 2 years ago on this

House floor that we passedlegislation which allowedthe State
to take over the Philadelphia school system if they did not
improve. Well, where are we? The Governor and his
Secretaryof Education have the power to take over the
Philadelphia school system; why do they not? I believe,
Madam Speaker, becauseit is a very difficult and expensive
problem, that they really do not want to take over, and they
would ratherkeepthat problem firmly in the laps of the people
of Philadelphia.

You know, here we are again, debating a bill that was
amendedin the Rules Committee with a major public policy
change,and the Republicanmajority of this House and the
Republicanleadershipare forcing upon the members a major
changewith no public hearings, no input from the Education
chairmenon both sides of the aisle, no input from the members
of the EducationCommitteewho should have some expertise,
and do, in thoseissues.So herewe are,this is it; take it or leave
it. It comesout of the RulesCommitteein a form that we cannot
amend,and there are membersout here that really do want to
help thesefailing schooldistricts. Thereare membersthat have
plans. There are all kinds of good ideasout there. And people
are saying, well, we have to vote for this becausethis is our
chance.It doesnot matterif it is a bad idea; it is our only chance
to vote for it.

And I want to go back to Act 50 on tax reform and the
homesteadexemption.The homesteadexemptionwas the same
thing: We have to vote for this becauseit is our only chance,
And I stood at this microphoneandsaid, what, it is a bad idea,
but it is my only chanceto vote for an idea, so let us do it, and
we all know how successfulthe homesteadexemptionhas been
at reducingpropertytaxes in this Commonwealth.It is a terrible
way for the Republicanmajority to do the people’s business,
and I bring that back time and again: no public hearings,no
input from the chairs of the Education Committees or the
membersof thosecommittees;take it or leave it,

You know, the Governor and his Secretaryof Education
have spent the last 6 years trying to deal with vouchers and
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charter schools and all these nifty little schemesand have
basically turnedtheir backon some of the seriousproblemsin
public education which we should be addressing, that
concurrencewith theseamendmentswill not address.We hada
golden opportunity that we floundered with hundreds of
millions of dollars in surplusesevery year, billions of dollars
which we could havehelped the children of this State,and we
could have given them adequatebooks, adequateaccessto
computers,preschoolhelp, all those things that work, that the
education establishmentand people that know these issues
know they work. Instead, here we are in, you know, some
scheme where they can privatize education, fire teachers, do
away with certification, do away with mandatesthat we all
passed,theseevil mandatesthat peoplespeak about.These are
things that this GeneralAssembly says are important in public
education, and we are going to give that power to the
Secretaryof Education, who has turned his back on public
schools for the last 6 years. I heardour Secretaryof Education
a couple years ago just demeaningour public school system.
I was embarrassed.1ff were the headof our public schools for
4 or 5 years andour schools were in that bad a shape,I would
resign. But those mandatesthat we all put in the law to protect
our children, to ensurethat our childrenhavequalified, certified
staff, to ensurethat they haveenoughnursesin their schools,to
ensurethat the proper things are being taught in safe buildings,
all those protectionsfor our children are going to be waived
underthis legislation, MadamSpeaker.

And it is not just going to be done for the empowerment
schooldistricts. I am quoting now from a sheetthat was put out
by the Department of Education: "In addition to the
empowerment school districts, every Pennsylvania school
district will have the option of applying to the Departmentof
Educationto have mandateswaived for their districts if they
believe the waiver will allow it to improve its instructional
program or to operate in a more effective, efficient, or
economicalmanner."So the board of the school directorsmust
submit an application for a waiver to the Department of
Education. So mandatesthat we feel are very important to
children getting a quality, safe educationin Pennsylvania,if it
savesmoney,well, we canjust waive thosemandates.Is that the
kind of bill we want to pass? Is that going to help these
distressedschools?

The children of Pennsylvaniadeservebetter.The children of
Pennsylvaniadeserveus to sit down togetherin our Education
Committee, not like this where we have no input, no
amendment,take it or leave it. The Republicanmajority once
again, this is how you are going to do it. Thereis a betterway to
do this. There are provenchangesthat we can implementthat
will help the children of Pennsylvania.that will do some good
for thesekids in thesedistressedschools.This is not going to do
it. This is going to be just like Act 50 was for tax reform, and
you all rememberthat.

So what are we doing in this legislation, in these
amendments,for our at-risk schools?Twenty million dollars;
$20 million, $15 million which will go to the Philadelphia
School District - $20 million. Fifteen million dollars will go to
Philadelphia, and the other distressedschools will scavenge
amongthe remaining$5 million. Thatequatesto $75 per child,

Now, there havebeena lot of speakerswho talked about
poor school districts, poor kids. drug abuse, teachershaving to
worry about fights and guns and everything else. This is not
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going to help that. Seventy-fivedollars per studentis not going
to build a library in a school. It may buy one book in that
school,maybe, for those kids. With the surplusesthat we have
had in this Commonwealth, if there was a commitment from
this Governorand this Secretaryof Educationto public schools,
we could have done much better, and now that we are at this
point, we shouldbe doingmuch better,and we are not. This is a
paltry sum. This is like a drizzle on a forest fire; it is not going
to help.

Madam Speaker,we haveturnedour backson public- Not
we; the administrationand the Secretary of Education have
turned their backson public schools for the last 6 years,in my
humble opinion. We havean opportunityto do somethingright.
We haveto vote "no" on the concurrenceof theseamendments.
Let our Education Committee work on proven things, things
that we know will work, things that we can afford to spend
moneyon that will help thesechildrenin thesedistressedschool
districts. This is all about children. It should not be about
busting unions; it should not be about getting uncertified
teachersin our schools. It is about children, Madam Speaker,
and we shouldvote "no." Thankyou.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizesthe
gentlemanfrom PhiladelphiaCounty,Mr. Taylor.

Mr. TAYLOR. Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.
Madam Speaker, up until now, except for one of my

colleaguesfrom Philadelphia,everyonehasgottenup and really
criticized this legislation and talkedaboutaspectsof it that I do
not think get to the cmx of what this legislation does, and I
commendmy colleague from Philadelphia to really have the
courage to get up and talk about what this legislation really
does.

We havealreadyheard the concept that this legislation is an
attackon union representationin our schools,that we are giving
up our authority, that we are penalizingschools that are doing
the job, that we are stigmatizingthoseschools.MadamSpeaker,
I do not think you will hearanybody take this mike today and
say Philadelphia is right now doing the job. And we are being
accusedof giving up our authority, and I would submit to you
that if in fact we have authority over the Philadelphia public
schools,and knowing the poor condition that those schoolsare
in. if we have authority, we should give up that authority,
becausethe problemsin those schoolsare not this year or last
yearbut havebeengoing on for decades.

Madam Speaker,one of our critics of this legislationgot up
and said that if we pass this legislation,the year 2000 will be
known as the last year that a decenteducationwas provided to
our students. I think that is grossly incorrect in terms of the
educationwe are providing in Philadelphia,Madam Speaker,
where 19 of our 22 public schools,80 percentof those students
are performing at the lowest level. You have heard me and
othersgive you this statistic before. but I will give it to you
again: 19 of our 22 high schools in Philadelphia, there are
80 percentof thosestudentsperformingat the basiclevel,

Madam Speaker, I think this is an opportunity to do
something for those districts. I agree with my colleague who
supportedthis bill. This is not perfect legislation, but I and
members of the Subcommittee on First Class Cities of
Urban Affairs have spentthe last 6 or 7 months looking at the
problem of violence and the way the Philadelphia School
District dealswith that, and that investigationwill go on, and
unfortunately. that problem will go on. But some things that
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came up in those hearingsare very telling about the conditions
of our schools,whenwe have a family that appearedbeforethat
committeeand said they had to move to Camden,New Jersey,
to get a safe andefficient education;that they had to move to
Camden,New Jersey.And we have reportson high schoolsthat
are so chaotic, that they reported 73 fires in a school, So bad
was that situation that a student testified that when an alarm
goesoff in that school, they are not allowedto get up from their
seats.Disbelieving, I said to thatperson,do you meanthat they
are false alarms, and they said, no, they are not false alarms;
there are actually fires, but we are still not allowed to get up
from our seats.And anadministratorcommented,if every time
therewas a fire in that school, if the kids had to leave the
school,they would be on the pavementall day long every day.
Is that a situation,MadamSpeaker,wheresomethingshould be
reconstituted, where a school should be reconfigured or
somethingneedsto happenin those situations,and we are not
doing anythingabout it.

MadamSpeaker,I would like to tell you that the kids from
West Oak Lane CharterSchool, I wish I could tell you that that
is what every school looks like in the city of Philadelphia,but it
is just notso, and we haveanopportunitytoday to providesome
help. First of all, this particular Senate bill is providing
assistanceto special education, to nonpublic schools, and is
really providing money throughoutour school budget. But in
particular what the amendment that is causing so much
controversyis doing, it is simply listing the schools that need
help and assistingthoseschools.What is the problemwith that?
We haveschools that needhelp,we are listing them,and we are
providing assistance,What kind of assistanceare we providing?
We are going to limit classsize in gradesK to 3; we are going
to provide instructional materialsthat you know and I know are
lacking in many school districts in Pennsylvania, but
particularly in Philadelphia;we are going to promotepreschool
and afterschool programs for those schools; and yes, it is
$15 million for Philadelphia, but, Madam Speaker, I would
submit to you, that opensthe door for what we haveadvocated
many times, that we are going to need specific programsto
which to attachany new money. This is an opportunity to do
that.

I would like the House to vote to concur. I do not want to
lose this opportunity. Yes, thereare many other good ideasthat
could come forth. There is no reasonthat they cannotcome in
conjunctionwith SB 652, andI ask for your concurrence.

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentlemanfrom York County,Mr. Saylor.

Mr. SAYLOR, Madam Speaker,I would like to suspendthe
rules for thepurposeof offering an amendmentto thebill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. And that amendmentnumber
is?

Mr. SAYLOR. A2090.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentlemanfrom York,

Mr. Saylor, moves that the Houserules be suspendedin order
for him to offer amendmentA2090.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair
recognizesthe majority leader.

Mr. PERZEL. Madam Speaker, I would just respectfully
ask the membersto vote "no" on the gentleman’smotion.
Thank you.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
minority leader,Mr. DeWeese.

Mr. DeWEESE.Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.
I would respectfullyask the gentlemanfrom the 94th District

to explainhis amendmentso that our membershipcan be more
enlightenedasto whetherwe should vote to suspendthe rules or
not.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentlemanmay briefly
explainhis amendment.

Mr. SAYLOR. My proposal is a proposal that will
appropriate$50 million to distressedschooldistricts as well as
offer an alternative to the Governor’s proposal for distressed
school districts,

The SPEAKERpro tempore.Those in favor of suspension-
The minority leaderfor the secondtime.

Mr. DeWEESE.With all due respect,MadamSpeaker,if it is
for the 102d time, I think that is inconsequential.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. I did not mean to ruffle your
ego,sir. You may proceed.

Mr. DeWEESE.Nor I yours.
I do not know exactlywhat is in the gentleman’sproposal,

but it certainly, from the snippet of information we have
received, makessensethat it is an advancementover what we
are dealingwith,

Mayor Street’s acquiescenceto roughly $15 million is a
commanddecisionand an administrativeperspectiveon his part
that I have yet to embrace, especially when the city of
Philadelphia tells all of us that the problems are somewhere
between$250 and $300 million. So although I think that the
Republican bossesof LancasterCounty and the Republican
bossesof Philadelphia who dominate this chamberare being
quite parsimonious with a $15-million proposal, the
gentleman’sdesire to suspend the rules makes senseto me,
becauseit would advanceour flag beyondour currentposition.

So I would ask for a favorablevote on the suspensionso the
gentleman’samendmentcan be considered.It certainly would
takeus beyondwherewe are today, and a favorablevote would
get the ball rolling. Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.

On the questionrecurring.
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS-I 05

Battisto Frankel Mcllhattan Scrimenti
Bebko-Jones Freeman McNaughton Semmel
Belardi George Melio Shaner
Belfanti Gordner Michiovic Smith. B.
Benninghoff Grucela Miller, R. Solobay
Birmelin Gruitza Mundy Staback
Bishop Haluska Myers Stairs
Blaum Hanna Nickol Steelman
Boyes Harhai Pesci Stetler
Buxton Hennessey Petrarca Sturla
Caltagirone Herman Petrone Surra
Casorio Hess Pistella Tangretti
Cawley James Ptatts Thomas
Cohen,L. L Josephs Preston Tigue
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Cohen,M. Kaiser Ramos Travaglio
Colafella Kenney Reinard Trello
Costa Kirkland Robinson Inch
Coy Laughlin Roebuck Van Home
Curry Lawless Rooney Veon
Daley Lescovitu Ruffing Vitali
DeLuca Lucyk Sainato Walko
Dermody Manderino Samuelson Williams
DeWeese Mann Santoni Wilt
Donatucci Markosek Sather Wojnaroski
Eachus Mayemik Saylor Yewcic
Evans McCall Schuler Yudichak
Forcier

NAY S-90

Adolph Druce Maher Rubley
Allen Egolf Maitland Schroder
Argall Fairchild Major Smith.S. H.
Armstrong Fargo Marsico Snyder
Baker Feese Masland Steil
Bard Fichter McGeehan Stern
Barley Fleagle McGill Stevenson
Barrar Flick Mcllhinney Strittmatter
Bastian Gannon Metcalfe Taylor, E. Z.
Browne Geist Micozzie Taylor, J.
Bunt Gladeck Miller, S. True
Butkovitz Godshall Nailor Tulli
Cam Habay O’Brien Vance
Chadwick Harhart Oliver Washington
Civera Hasay One Waters
Clark Hershey Perzel wogan
Clymer Hutchinson Phillips wright
Cornell Jadlowiec Pippy Youngblood
Corrigan Keller Raymond Zimmerman
Dailey Krebs Readshaw Zug
Daily Lederer Rieger
Dempsey Leh Rohrer Ryan!
DiGirolamo Lynch Ross Speaker

NOT VOTING-3

Horaey LaGrotta Levdansky

EXCUSED-4

Roberts seyfert

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from York,
Mr. Saylor.moves that the rules be suspendedin orderto move
to PN 1920. Is that correct,Mr. Saylor?

Mr. SAYLOR. That is correct.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto themotion?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the motion, the Chair
recognizesthe gentleman,Mr. Perzel.

Mr. PERZEL. Madam Speaker,I would ask the membersto
pleasevote "no" on the suspensionof the rules.Thankyou.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizesthe
minority leader,Mr. DeWeese,

Mr. DeWEESE,Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.
Would the gentlemanallow 2 minutes’ explication on the

rulessuspension,please?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Again, the gentleman may

briefly state.
Mr. SAYLOR, My purposeis to revert to the prior printer’s

numberas it cameover from the Senate.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Those in favor of suspension

will vote-
Mr. DeWEESE.Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. I did not realize that you

were recognized, sir. The Chair does now recognize the
minority leader.

Mr. DeWEESE.Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.
Madam Speaker, I would favor the gentleman’smotion to

suspendthe rules,
A quintessentialfocus of this chamberhas historically been

the work of our EducationCommirtee,As everyoneknows, the
EducationCommitteeof the StateHouseof Representativeshas
been purposely shunted to the sidelines during this crucial
debate, The gentleman asks for a suspensionof the rules
because the Rules Committee only met minutes ago, and
encyclopedicvolumesof languagehavebeenincorporatedinto
a very basicfunding proposal.If wesuspendthe rulesand revert
to a prior printer’s number,then,Madam Speaker,we are only
dealing with a funding matter that is easily comprehensible,
easily discernible, and easy to make up our minds upon,
whetherwe vote in the affirmative or the negative.

Yesterdaythe gentleman,Mr. Clymer, committeechairman
of StateGovernment,discusseda 10-monthprogramof analysis
and dissectionand focus on campaignfunding reform,but today
the RulesCommitteemeetslike that, and we are getting ready
to changethe way we fUnd and deal with basic educationin this
State,

My Republicancolleaguefrom York makesa good proposal.
We shouldrevert to a prior printer’s number,deal with the fiscal
matter in this the budget season,not ravage the School Code,
not ravage the way we run basic education in our
Commonwealth.This is a bipartisan request. I join with my
Republicancolleaguefrom York Countyand ask for a favorable
vote on the suspensionof the rules for the purposeof reverting
to a prior printer’snumber.

Thankyou,Madam Speaker.

On the questionrecurring,
Will the Houseagreeto themotion?

Cappabianca Gigliotti

Lessthan a majority of the membersrequired by the rules
having voted in the affirmative, the questionwas determinedin
the negativeand the motion was notagreedto.

On thequestionrecurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendmentsto House

amendmentsas amendedby theRulesCommittee?

MOTION TO SUSPENDRULES

The SPEAKERpro tempore.The Chair againrecognizesthe
gentleman.Mr. Saylor.

Mr. SAYLOR, MadamSpeaker,I would like at this point to
makea motion to revert to the prior printer’snumber.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentlemanwould have to
suspendthe rules in order to do that.

Mr. SAYLOR. I would like to make a motion to suspendthe
rules to do so, MadamSpeaker.
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The following roll call was recorded: MOTION TO RECOMMIT

YEAS-107 The SPEAKERpro tempore.The Chair again recognizesthe
gentlemanfrom York County,Mr. Saylor.

Battisto Forcier Mcllhattan Scrimenti Mr. SAYLOR. Thankyou, MadamSpeaker.Bebko-Jones Frankel McNaughton Semmel
Belardi Freeman Melio Shaner My final motion,Madam Speaker,is to commit the bill back
Belfanti George Michlovic Smith, B. to the EducationCommittee.
Benninghoff Gordner Miller, R. Solobay The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman fromBirmelin Grucela Mundy Staback
Bishop Gruitza Myers Stairs York Countymovesthat-
Blaum Haluska Nickol Steelman
Bayes Hanna Pesci Steiler
Butkovitz Harhai Petrarca Sturla PARLIA1VIENTARY INQUIRY
Buxton Herman Petrone Surra
Caltagirone Hess Pistella Tangretti Mr. SAYLOR. A parliamentary procedure, if I may,Casonio HoNey Platts Ihomas
Cawley James Preston ligue MadamSpeaker.
Cohen,L. t. Josephs Ramos Travaglio May I recommitthebill to Education?
Cohen,M. Kaiser Readshaw Trello The SPEAKERpro tempore.That is correct.
Colafella Kirkland Reinard Trich
Costa Laughlin Robinson Van Home Mr. SAYLOR, Thatwould bemy motion,MadamSpeaker.
Coy Lawless Roebuck Veon The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would you like to make the
Curry Lescovilz Rooney Vitali whole motion again,please?
Daley Levdansky Ruffing Walko
DeLuca Lucyk Sainato Williams Mr. SAYLOR. I would like to make the motion that we
Dermody Manderino Samuelson Will commit the bill, SB 652, to the EducationCommittee,
DeWeese Mann Santoni Wojnaroski The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Saylor,Donatucci Markosek Sather Yewcic
Eachus Mayemik Saylon Yudichak movesthat SB 652 be recommittedto the EducationCommittee,
Evans Mccall Schuler

On the question,
NAYS-84 Will the Houseagreeto the motion?

Adolph Egolf Lynch Ross The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the ChairAllen Fairchild Maher Rubley
Argall Fargo Maitlarid Schroder recognizesthe minority leader,Mr. DeWeese,
Armstrong Feese Major Smith, S. H. Mr. DeWEESE.Now we will get to seesomereal hypocrisy.
Baker Fichier Marsico Snyder Campaignfinance reform needs10 months-plusto percolate
Bard Fleagle Masland Ste’l through the notable Clymer committee, Yesterday, all youBarley Flick McGeehan Stem
Barrar Gannon McGill Slevenson Republicanconservativessaid, hold off on campaign finance
Baslian Geist Mcllhinney Scrittmatter reform; it has got to go through the committee,work groups.
Browne Gladeck Metcalfe laylor, F. 1 Slowly, slowly, you said; let us not do anything drastic on
Bunt Godshall Micozzie Taylor, J. campaign finance reform. Fast-forward the clock, 24 hoursChadwick Habay Miller, S. True

later. Now all you Republicanconservatives,or at leastmost allCivera Uarhart Nailor Tulli
Clark l4asay O’Brien Vance of you Republicanconservatives,now havea chanceto put your
Clymer Hennessey Oliver wogan moneywhereyour mouth is.
Cornell Hershey One Wright The noble and esteemedgentlemanfrom York, your ownCorrigan Hutchinson Perzel Zimmerman
Dailey Jadlowiec Phillips Zug Republican colleague, says send this measure back to the
Daily Keller Raymond Education Committee.How could you be against that? It just
Dempsey Krebs Rieger got here. It just came over from the Senatehours ago. It is
DiGirolamo Lederer Rohrer Ryan, complicated.It is fundamentallychangingcollectivebargaining,Dnice Leh Speaker

fundamentallychangingthe way waivers maybe grantedto our
school districts, fundamentallychanging the amount of juiceNOT VOTING-i
that Gene Hickok today or some subsequentSecretaryof

Cain LaGroita Washington Youngblood Educationis goingto have.
Kenney Pippy Waters This is a big proposal. So we want it, my Republican

colleaguefrom York and severalof us, want it to go backto the
EXCUSED-4 EducationCommitteefor somefocus, for somestudy. We have

only had it a couple of hours.You voted yesterdayto allow the
Cappabianca Gigliotti Roberts Seyfert Clymer committeeto do its work, Today, honorablecolleagues,

you have a chance to allow the Stairs-Colafella Education
Committeeto do its work.

Less than a majority of the membersrequired by the iules It is a good idea that the gentlemanproffers. I hope we can
having voted in the affirmative, the questionwas determinedin suspend the rules and send this back to the Education
the negativeandthe motion was not agreedto. Committee.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

On the questionrecurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendmentsto House

amendmentsas amendedby theRulesCommittee?



THE SPEAKER MATTHEW J. RYAN
PRESIDING

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
The Chair would correct the gentleman. This is not a

suspensionof the rules; it is a simple motion to recommit, It
requiresa simplemajority.

Thosein favor of- Mr. Plans.
Mr. PLATTS. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I rise in support of the motion to commit. As a memberof

the Education Committee, as a member of the Education
Committee, I would appreciatethe opportunity to gain some
feedback on such a substantive proposal. I first saw this
proposal4 hoursago in writing. There are somegoodpartsto it;
thereare somebad parts,but I would like to be able to go back
to my district and get feedbackfrom my school board members,
my superintendents,andsee if we can makemaybe something
that is headedin the right directionbetter.

Our delegation- Mr. Speaker,can I have the attention of
thechamber,please?

The SPEAKER. Members, please take your seats.
Conferencesin the aisles,pleasebreakup.

Mr. Plans.
Mr. PLATTS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Our delegation was scheduled to meet with the

superintendentof the York City schools, one of the schools
identified if this proposal moves forward, on Friday of this
week. I was looking forward to that meeting,the chanceto get
some firsthand feedback from one of the schools that will
supposedlybe helped by this proposal. By manipulating the
process,as we havetoday,we will not havethat opportunity if
we move forward with this vote on the substantivebill. If we
recommit it to Education,I. our delegation,and each member
here has the chanceto get that type of feedback.If it is about
helping the kids, what are we afraid of? Let us have the
opportunityto get feedbackand do what is right.

So I urge a "yes" vote on the motion. Thankyou.
The SPEAKER.Thegentleman,Mr. Stairs.
Mr. STAIRS.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
This motion that we are talking about to recommit to the

Education Committee, I speak as the chairman of the
EducationCommitteeandas the rankingRepublicanmemberof
the EducationCommitteethat we would be more than welcome
to take this bill. Our committee through the years has very
seriously and deliberately,sometimestoo deliberately,I might
add,debatedlegislation. The idea that we have had this for an
hour or so, we would haveloved to havehad this 6 monthsago
and workedon it and hadsomethingon the floor today that you
could approveof overwhelmingly.

But to answerthe questionand be very specific,we welcome
it. And I say one thing to my fellow Republicanchairmenof
other committees:We havein this Houseprobably24, 25 other
committeesthat we have chairmen, Republicanand minority,
Democratchairmen,and I just ask you today as my committee
that I serve on, as we are being bypassed,as we are being end
run, I ask you chairmen,my colleaguesof other committees,
your turn may be next, and how will you feel when your
committee is end run? So think about this when you vote on
this. Thankyou.

The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Perzel.
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Mr. PERZEL. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,this vote is the sameas a vote on final passage.

If this goesbackto the EducationCommittee- I know; I heard
the ohs. I was electedhere in 1978, and neverhas anybodyhad
the courageto bring this issue up. You were here 12 years in
charge and did not do it; I gave our Education Committee 6.
So 18 years of combinedneglectby both sides,and what have
we gotten for that? Eleven school districts where more than
50 percentof the kids fail every year, year afteryear afteryear,
and we should be ashamedof ourselvesas membersof this
GeneralAssembly for allowing all those kids to fail. And the
first time we bring it up, and you all knew about it last year
whenwe gaveyou a copy of it; it has not changed;we took
schoolsof choiceout of it, butyou let thosekids fail, and if you
sendit back to committeenow, thereis never anotherchancefor
thosekids to make it,

Now, it is nice; it is nice. You know, I askedthe memberson
my side of the aisle, and a vast majority of them are going to do
this, and we are going to be helping kids from somevery, very
poorschooldistricts, and they have got to go homeandtell their
people they gavemore money to the poorer school districts in
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.That is what they havegot
to go do, when Radnoris getting400, Lower Merion is getting
300 or 400, the Speaker’sdistrict is getting 300 or 400, and all
those districts we are trying to help are getting thousands.
Mr. Speaker,but we know they havebeena failure, They have
beena failure. By any, any measureor any standardthat is out
there, they have been a failure. Mr. Speaker. Harrisburg,
eighth grade math. 79 percent of the kids are in the bottom
25 percentile;76 percentof the kids in reading, eighth grade.
Chester-Upland,math, 75 percent of the kids in the bottom
quarter;reading,69 percentof the kids. I am not going to go on.
They only get worse;they do notget any better.

You have a chancetoday with your vote to say, I have had
enough;1 am not going to let any more kids fail, andshameon
you if you vote to sendit back to a committeewhereyou know
theywill never let that bill out. Every one of you knows that. So
I amasking you, I know it is a toughvote and I know it is a hard
thing to do. and I know they are standingbackthere trying to
beat you, but it is the only opportunity you have to help the
children of Pennsylvania,11 school districts that have failed
everyyear.

I begyou, I implore you to stick with this, anddo not send it
backto that committee.

The SPEAKER.On the question,Mr. Preston.
TheHousewill cometo order.
Mr. PRESTON.Thank you very much,Mr. Speaker.
It is not shameon me; it is shameon you, Mr. Speaker.I

havein my district the only school district that was privatizedin
the countryof the United Statesof America, led by - and I do
respect the gentlemen- the Governor and the Secretaryof
Education,and led by, again,the majority leader.I haveinvited
them to visit the school in their experimentof just what he said,
shameon you, that they tried for 2 1/2 or 3 yearswhere the test
scoreswent down. Testscoreswent down. Now you want to try
to bribe us with $182,000.That is what you want thesepeople
to go home and vote for - 5182,000 for the borough of
Wilkinsburg - afier what you already tried once has failed.
They had everythingthey wanted.They evenput in the teachers
that were not officially certified, and the certifications caught
up. We hired managersfrom Eat’N Park that peoplewanted.
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and they got certified later on. They hired everybodythat they
wantedto hire, they kicked out all the studentsthey wantedto
kick out, and the testscoreswent down - their way, your way,
sir. Now for $182,000you found a betteridea; comeon. But yet
in a sense you are wanting to help, with all due respect,the
county of Philadelphia.Well, my school board there, they do
not get paid extra staff; no, they volunteer. They do not get
threeor four personalstaff We do not have the low tax effort
and collection that you have. We have a very high- As a
matterof fact, we reassessevery 3 years. We madeevery single
effort, andyes, thereare problems,and I am willing to bite a
bullet from timeto time when thereare toughproblems,and we
needto be able to addressthis, but $182,000-Mr. Speaker,as
you said, shame on you - just does not get it when I have
several thousandstudents,and you try to break that down. We
do not haveteachersthat live in New Jerseyand the other side
of the State and do not evenpay taxes there, We do not have
computer systemsthat break down. We have a problem in
Pennsylvania,not just in Philadelphia,but this just does not
address it, and I do not think that we should be misled.
Somewherealong the line in Pennsylvaniawe cannotcontinue
to come up with theseshort fix-it ideas, and we haveto be able
to work at it, but $182,000this time doesnot get it. And I would
like the majority leader to tell me then,how is $182,000going
to turn the boroughof Wilkinsburg around, and if he feels that
confident about it, he should be able to say so, becausethey
alreadyhad the first chance,now this is the secondchance, but
he evenwantsto give evenless. They gave more than that the
first time when they privatized it. They pumped hundredsof
thousandsof dollars into that district.

And perhaps maybe the membersdo not know what has
happenedin Kansas City. They just certified it, They just
certified a school district that the State had put hundredsof
millions of dollars in - Olympic-sized swimming pools,
computers, more lighting - and for the gentleman’spurview,
you know, thereare bettertechniquesrightnow-

The SPEAKER. The gentleman,Mr. Preston,I havebeen
very lenient-

Mr. PRESTON.Yes, sir. I agree-
The SPEAKER.-in therules-
Mr. PRESTON.I will agree.Thankyou verymuch,
The SPEAKER.-but the questionis recommittal,
Mr. PRESTON.I think that we really need to look at this

situation. I wish that the Rohrer amendmenthad beenable to
passso we could try to look at it. But again, it is not just about
throwing money into the issue. I think that we need to
adequatelybe able to look at this. We shouldrecommit this bill,
but not only that, we should have an obligation to the children
to come up with things, not just with money but to come up
with what makes educationwork, and this just does not do it,
especially$182,000for Wilkinsburg.

Thank you very much,Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER,The Chair thanksthegentleman.
The Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom BeaverCounty,

Mr. Colafella.
Mr. COLAFELLA. Mr. Speaker,I just simply want to say

this: Today is the day that the chairman of the Education
Committee and the minority chairman of the Education
Committee are saying to all of you ladies and gentlemen, it is
time that we run our House. It is time that we run the business
of this Houseand not the Governor’sOffice. Let him run his

office; that is the executive branch.It is time that we stand up
and run our business like the people back home, the
60,000 people,send you here to do, and that is to do business
here in Harrisburg for thembackhome and not one personto do
everything.

Thank you very much.
The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
Mr. Flick, ChesterCounty.
The questionbeforethe Houseis recommittal.
Mr. FLICK. Mr. Speaker, I serve on the Education

Committee, and I would just like to say that I think
Representative Stairs and Representative Colafella do an
excellentjob on the Education Committee. But, but, I would
like to say that this is an issue today that I think is one of the
most important issuessince I have been here. We are either
going to vote for the kids- Just give me my second,
Mr. Speaker.We are either going to vote for the kids andhelp
them, or we are going to support PSEA PennsylvaniaState
EducationAssociation.That is this vote, This is PSEA versus
the kids. It most certainly is. You know it, andwe will seeby
the boardwhetheryou are voting for kids or for PSEA,

This is an importantvote.
The SPEAKER.Mr. Belfanti.
Mr. BELFANTI. Mr. Speaker, I will be very brief, and

ChairmanColafellamentionedmuch of what I wantedto say,
also in a briefperiodof time.

But I think the majority leader’s comments are the very
reason we should recommit this bill. Somewherein this bill,
Mr. Speaker,is a good bill. And I have heard a numberof my
colleaguesboth in caucusandhereon the floor say, there is a lot
of bad stuff in here, there is a lot wrong with this bill, but it is
betterthannothing; that is why I haveto vote for it.

Well, let us send this bill back to committee and take the
garbageout, takethe unilateralpowersthat we are going to give
to an appointed.unelectedSecretaryof Education.No one here
wantsto makea singleCabinet-levelofficial a czarof anything,
let alone the Secretary of Education that we have in this
Commonwealth today, who does not believe in public
education.

So, Mr. Speaker,let us find the 40 percentor 50 percentof
this legislation that is good and kick it back out and get rid of
the crap.Sendit back to committee,Thankyou.

The SPEAKER.Mr. Platts, for thesecondtime.
Mr. PLATTS, Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I do not want to belaborthings here, but I feel the needto

respond.
As a memberof the EducationCommittee,the referenceof

benign neglectfor 6 years in the majority on that committee, I
think the record needs to be set straight that we havepassed
numerousbills out of committee that deal with specific efforts
to improve our schools. I am going to give you an example:
specialed. One hundred and twenty-five or more membersof
this House have cosponsoredwith RepresentativeStairs the
special ed legislation, so that schools like York City that now
have to spend millions of their local funds on making up the
unfundedmandatethat we are not funding instead of other
issuesthat would help improve their schoolsat the local level,
well, we are trying to correct that. We passedthat bill out of
committee. Where is it? Is it in committee? Not in our
committee. It is in Appropriations. It is not in the
Ed Committee. We passedone after anotherproposal to help
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our schools. It maybe is not what is embraced by those
supportingthis proposal-

TheSPEAKER.Mr. Platts-
Mr. PLATTS. -so thosehavenot movedforward.
TheSPEAKER.-recommittal.
Mr. PLATTS. My apologies,Mr. Speaker.
I just felt the need- The suggestionby a previousspeaker

that our committee has not taken up issuesto improve our
schools I do not believe is correct. We will gladly make a
good-faith effort, and I think I can make a commitment- I
know I can on my behalfand the membersof the committeeon
both sidesof the aisle - that we will take a seriouslook at this,
RepresentativeSaylor’s proposedamendment, and make an
effort to comeforward with a proposalto the House that will be
well thought out, not rushedfor any reason but let us improve
the schools for our children, and I think we should have that
opportunityas a committeeto do so, and I thank the Speakerfor
his indulgence.Thankyou.

The SPEAKER.TheChair thanks thegentleman.
The gentleman,Mr. Evans,waivesoff.
The gentleman,Mr. Battisto.
Mr. BATTISTO, Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, this might be a great day in this legislature.

You heard the majority leadersay that he is sick and tired of
18 years without solving this problem. I agreewith him. I hate
to see 1 school district fail, let alone 11, and manyotherson the
brink maybeof failing. The fact of the matter is, this may be a
good daybecausethereare somegood things in this amendment
- some terrible things, too. I think there are some great things
embeddedin RepresentativeSaylor’s amendment.So I think
this is a good day, becauselet us send this bill back to the
EducationCommittee; let us put them on the spot- the world
knows they are on the spot now - let them meld the two
proposalsand come up with somethingdecent to solve the
problems that the majority leader is concernedabout, I am
concernedabout,RepresentativeEvans is concernedabout, we
are all concernedabout.

Let us do somethinggood, forget aboutpolitics, and send it
backto committeeright now.

The SPEAKER.Mr. Saylor, for the secondtime.
Mr. SAYLOR. Mr. Speaker,thank you very much.
I was a little offendeda little bit ago when I heardthat this is

about the PSEA versus children. Today we are talking about
children, period. This is not about one group or one faction or
anything else; this is about children. I do not think there is any
member- And I doubtnobody’s loyalty to the childrenof this
Commonwealthof any member of this House, nor in the
Governor’sOffice. It is a differenceof opinion.

And today what I ask is for a chancefor us to work out what
is best for all of this Contmonwealth,a chancefor the Education
Committee, and I believe if you ask the chairman of the
EducationCommittee,he will havea bill out hereon this House
floor, and you canamendit and you cando whateveryou want
with it to makeit suit whateveryou want, and the majority of
this Housecanrule. We did not havea chanceto have input in
this proposal.We deservethat right as Housemembers,This is
not a dictatorship.This is a place wherewe work together. We
win by majority rule.

I want to see those II school districts that we have and the
children grow and prosper. We do not do it by proposalsthat
come on this House floor within a few hours after being
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proposed,and I haveheard,I think, every memberof this House
floor yell and screamabout that day in and day out. You know,
unlessyou put a stop to it, it is going to continue to happen,and
that goesfor both sidesof the aisle.

So if we truly want to live up to thesethings today, here is
our chance,and let usput thepressurebackwhereit belongs,on
the EducationCommittee,to comeup with a proposalthat will
solve the problemsof the children of this Commonwealthin all
501 school districts. Thankyou.

The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Roebuck.
Mr. ROEBUCK. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I, too, serve on the Education Committee,and I know how

hard that committeeworks, as other committeesin this House
work. If we have a process, let us follow the process. The
processsays that you have the ability in committeesto mesh
ideas, to debateideas, to discussthem. In this form that we are
dealing with today, we get somethingand we cannot even
amendit on this floor, becauseour majority leadergetsup and
says, do not amend it. That is wrong, Mr. Speaker.That is
fundamentallywrong.

This bill is not the end of the world, We havebeentold that
this is theonly opportunitywe are going to have; that somehow
if we do not pass this bill today, the world is going to end for
kids. That is nonsense,and we know that is nonsense.If it is a
good bill, it cango to committee; it could be madebetter,and I
believe it could be madebetter. But let us not be railroadedby
some kind of hysterical statementthat this is the only chance
we are going to have; that if we do not do this, all kids in
11 districts are never going to have another opportunity to
improve. That simply is wrong, Mr. Speaker, and this bill
deservesbetterattentionthan we are giving it. Thankyou.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Allegheny County,
Mr. Michlovic. on the questionof recommittal,

Mr. MICHLOVIC. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I was not going to get up until one of the

gentlementalked about the interests of one of the groups
involved, the PSEA, and made the statementthat those of us
voting for this motionto recommitarejust playing to that tune.

I representDuquesne,I of the 11 school districts, and even
thoughthat is a distressedschooldistrict and eventhoughthose
kids are struggling and have a difficult time in their scores, I
respectthe peoplethat make the effort day in andday out to try
to teachthem.

We had one of the membersget up here and talk about the
compassionof the mayorand that he caresabout the kids and
the compassionof the delegation. I believe that we are not the
only ones that havecompassion.I believe that those teachers,
despitethe fact that they belong to a union, I believe that they
care about those kids. I believe so do the principals and the
superintendents,the administrators.

And the opportunity that Mr. Platts is arguing for and
Mr. Saylor is arguing for is to get input, to get input about this
very importantissue. And all of those people that are involved
in education, they all oppose this legislation, maybe because
they do not know enoughabout it. This is our opportunityto get
their input. This is our opportunityto take this bill back and ask
them, what do you think? Let us respectthem. Let us respect
them and recommit the bill and ask their opinion andcomeback
and dealwith this issuelater. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Strittmatter,
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Mr. STRITTMATTER. Thank you,Mr. Speaker.
I would like permission to interrogate the maker of the

motion.
The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Saylor, indicateshe will

standfor interrogation.You may proceed.
Mr. STRITTMAnER. Thankyou,Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I know that you have not served that many

years,but I wantedto ask the questionto know, is it not true
that with your last debate,you misled everyonein the House
believing that ideascanbe meshedtogetherin committeewhen
a bill on concurrencereturnedto a committee,you do not have
thepowerin thecommitteeto amend?Is that not true?

The SPEAKER.Will the gentlemanyield.
I think that is a questionthat should more properlybe put to

the Chair, and the Chair would advise, as a matter of
parliamentaryruling, that thecommitteedoesnot havethe right
to amendthis bill if it is returnedto committee.

Mr. STRITTMATTER. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. I do not think that is a question for

IvIr. Saylorto discuss,but rather,it is a parliamentaryinquiry.
Mr. Saylor.
Mr. SAYLOR. Mr. Speaker,I do not think I said that they

would amend it, but I said in my commentsthat they would
reporta bill out.

The SPEAKER. Whatever. I think the sense of
Mr. Strittmatter’s remarkswas to the effect that a committee
does not have the power to amend this particular bill, this
Senate bill, if it is recommitted to committee, and in that
respect,Mr. Strittmatter is accurate; the conunitteewould not
have the right to amend the bill if it is returned to the
committee.That is underrule 30.

Mr. STRITTMATTER.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
That is what I wantedto clariñ’, becauseI think thereis a lot

of misinformation that there would be somethingdone. I think
we should pass this bill today, and then if the committeewants
to have other changes,it is certainly within their power in the
next coming weeksto proposea bill-

The SPEAKER. Mr. Strittmatter, this was a question of
parliamentaryinquiry or interrogationand not an opportunityto
debate.

Mr. STRITTMATrER. Thank you. I am fmished.
Thankyou, sir.

The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Stairs.
Mr. STAIRS.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I do not wantto dwell on this subject,becauseI think we are

ready to vote it andwe know how we are going to vote it, but I
wanted to assure the members, there has been some maybe
underminingof thoughtand somesuspicionthat this is going to
cometo the committeeand we are going to hide it, we are going
to bury it, and we are not going to do anything. Well, you can
bankon it, Mr. Speaker,that if we get this bill in our committee.
we are going to take the appropriateaction with regard to the
Speaker’srules that we have to abide by, of course, but we are
going to act in an expeditiousmannerand resolvethe problem
of our children,which that is what we are here to do in the first
place. So we will be very fast and very thorough. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER.On the questionofrecommittal.Mr. Perzel.
Mr. PERZEL. I think the gentlemanmade an appropriate

point, Mr. Speaker,and that point is, if it goes back to the
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Education Committee,where they cannot do anything to the
bill, the only thing that they cando to it is hold it and kill it.

So I would ask the membersagainto vote "no" on sending it
back to the Education Committee, The school subsidy is in
there; the mental healthlmentalretardationmoney is in there;
special ed is in there. All those things are in there, It can go
backto that committee,but they cannotreally do anythingto it,
Mr. Speaker.The only thing they could do to it is hold it and
kill it.

Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.I ask for a "no."
The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Battisto, for the second

time.
Mr. BATTISTO. Mr. Speaker,I was not going to pop up like

this, but the majority leadersaid, all they can do is kill the bill.
They do not have to kick this bill out. They can take this bill
back, look at the good things in this bill, the good things in
RepresentativeSaylor’s amendment,and kick out a bill that will
be a credit to all of us - to the childrenof those 11 districtsand
everybodyelse. They cando that, and they can still do what- we
haveto do here.Thank you very much.

The SPEAKER.TheChair thanksthegentleman.
Mr. Perzel,do you seekfurtherrecognition?
Mr. PERZEL. I did not want to do this, Mr. Speaker,but I

would like to go backand remind him that the 12 yearsthat he
was in charge and the 6 that we were in charge, nothing
happened.This is an opportunityto do something.

On the questionrecurring,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS-95

Bebko-Jones George Mundy Smith, B.
Belardi Gordner Myers Soiobay
Belfanti Grucela O’Brien Staback
Blaum Gruitza Pesci Stairs
Boyes Haluska Petrarca Steelman
Butkovitz Hanna Petrone Stetler
Buxton Harhai Pistella Sturla
Caltagirone Herman Plans Surra
Casorio Hess Preston Tangretti
Cohen,L. I. James Readshaw Thomas
Cohen.M. Josephs Rieger Tigue
Colafella Kaiser Robinson Travaglio
Costa Kirkland Roebuck Trello
Coy Laughlin Rooney van Home
Cuny Lawless Rufting veon
Daley Lescovita Sainato vitali
DeLuca Lucyk Samuelson Walko
Dermody Manderinn Santoni Washington
DeWeese Mann Sather Williams
Donatucci Markosek Saylor Wojnaroski
Eachus McCall Schuler Yewcic
Forcier McNaughlon Scrimenti Yudichak
Frankel Melio Semmel

NAYS-97

Adolph DiGirolamo Leh Rohrer
Allen Druce Levdansky Ross
Argall Egolf Lynch Rubley
Armstrong Evans Maher Schroder
Baker Fairchild Maitland Smith,S. H.
Bard Fargo Major Snyder
Barley Feese Marsico Steil
Ban-ar Fichter Masland 5tern
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Bastian Fleagle McGeehan Stevenson
Benninghoff Flick McGill Strittmatter
Birtnelin Gannon Mcllhattan Taylor, E. Z.
Bishop Geist Mcllhinney Taylor. J.
Browne Gladeck Metcalfe True
Bunt Godshall Micozzie Tulli
Cam Habay Miller, R. Vance
Cawley Harhart Miller, S. Wilt
Chadwick Hasay Nailor Wogan
Civera Hennessey Nickol Wright
Clark Hershey Oliver Youngblood
Clymer Hutchinson One Zimmerman
Cornell Jadlowiec Perzel Zug
Corrigan Keller Phillips
Dailey Kenney Pippy
Daily Krebs Ramos Ryan,
Dempsey Lederer Raymond Speaker

NOT VOTING-6

Horsey Mayernik Tnich Waters
LaGrotta Reinard

FXCUSED-4

Cappabianca Gigliotti Roberts Seyfert

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the
questionwas determinedin the negativeand the motionwas not
agreedto,

On the questionrecurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendmentsto House

amendmentsas amendedby the RulesCommittee?

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Grucela.The questionis on concurrence,

The gentleman, Mr. Grucela, has been recognized. The
conferencesin the vicinity of the gentleman. pleasedisband.
The conferencesgenerallyon the floor, please.this is a difficult
bill; pleasetake your seats.

Mr. Grucela.
Mr. GRUCELA. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise on two points: one, to oppose the

EducationEmpowermentAct, but secondly, to apologizeto all
those students that I taught American Government to for
30 years in the classroom. Many textbooks talk about the
committeesystem. When we take studentson tours here in the
Capitol, we tell them about the processand we talk about the
committeesystem. And I realize I haveonly beenhere a very
short time, and perhapsI am a bit idealistic becauseI believed
in the committee system, but I am learning that some things
seemto be superficialand can supersedethe committeesystem.

So as a memberof the EducationCommittee,I applaudthose
that wanted to recommit to the Education Committee and I
applaudall thosememberson the EducationCommittee.I think
we havetwo fine chairmen,andI havebeenvery pleasedto be a
memberof that committee.

I believealso, Mr. Speaker,that a lot of what we just did
when we bypassedthe processand we bypassedwhat we teach
in the schools- and ironically, this bill is abouteducation- that
it probably is a reason for a lot of the low voter turnout,
especially among young people. I rememberwhen I tried to
encouragethe young people to vote, I can remembermany of
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the negative comments they made about public service in
generalandthe way we sometimesoperate.

So, Mr. Speaker,as a memberof the EducationCommittee,
I would have preferred to study this and deal with the good
pointsanddealwith thosepoints that are not so good to someof
us or some of our opinions. As a memberof the body of the
House of Representatives.I would like to have been able to
practicethat which I preachedfor 30 yearsin the classroom,

Therefore,Mr. Speaker,I am opposedto the way we handled
this bill in general, and I am opposed to the amendmentin
particular.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
The Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom AlleghenyCounty,

Mr. DeLuca.
There are too many membersstandingaroundon the floor,

It is difficult to keepcontrol of the debate.
Now, the staffmembersare going to haveto taketheir seats.

They are not engagedin this part of the debate. Please, take
seats.Members,pleasetake seats.Mr. DeLuca is entitled to the
attentionof the floor.

Mr. DeLuca.
Mr. DeLUCA. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,I rise to opposeconcurrenceon SB 652.
I have heard a lot of rhetoric here today, a lot of people

talking, and I respectwhat they say, but I think what we are
talking about and what we shouldbe doing is not pieeemealing
what is wrong with education.We all know we haveproblems
in education.We all know that we needto do more for the kids
in readingand writing andarithmetic.We all know about safety
in our school districts, We all know that we needto do more to
make our schools safer and put more money into the physical
plants. We know that. This bill doesnot do it though.

Every one of us,every one in this chamber,is for providing a
good educationfor the schoolchildrenof the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvania.It is not just theseII school districts that we talk
about funding. Let us look at the funding. A majority of the
funding only goesto two school districts. The Philadelphiaarea
andHarrisburg get the bulk of the $20 million, There are other
ways that we should be addressingthis situation,but we do not
do it with this bill. And it hasnothing to do with supportingthe
PSEA, It has to do with kids. It has to do with every one of our
schooldistricts.

A little While ago, over 2 years- and then finally a decision
came against them - 200-and-someschool districts, poor and
rural school districts, wentto CommonwealthCourt becauseof
the funding they were not getting. We needto do a betterjob in
funding education.This does not do it. This only takescare of
11 school districtsand mostly themoneygoing into two.

We need to addressthe issuesout there that affect all our
children, and it is not only happeningin our schools. We know
there are economic conditions out there that pertain to our
schools. We need to addressthem. We talked about putting
moremoney into our prison system.My God,we needto invest
more in the front end of educationso thesechildren do not end
up at $30,000a year in our prison systems.

We can do it, but this is not the way to do it. We needto
make a concertedeffort together,Republicansand Democrats,
to work for all of the children in the school districts. We all
have problemsin our school districts - the city of Pittsburgh,
Penn Hills. All the districts have problems.You cannottell me
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one school district that doesnot have a problemout there, and
we needto addressthoseproblems.

But SB 652 doesnot do it, and I ask for a "no" vote on
concurrence.Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Buxton.

Mr. BUXTON. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,it is with a very heavyheartthat I stand before

my colleaguestoday to discussthis legislation which is before
us, for you see, the Secretaryof Educationin Pennsylvaniahas
placed two schools within my legislative district on his
academic distressedlist. I believe the legislation before us
today, however,doesnot addressthe mistakesof the past and
offers very little hope for the future to the children in
Pennsylvania’surbanschooldistricts.

Studies conductedin Baltimore, Milwaukee, and Chicago
havesystematicallyshown that privatizing public schoolsfailed
to increaseany scores. It fails to save dollars, it fails in test
scores,and it fails to reduceeducationbureaucracy.If we do not
learn from the mistakes,we will cost taxpayersof this State
millions of dollars.

We needonly look at the Wilkinsburg School District and
the Turner Elementary School fiasco to see how 2 years of
privatizing a school cost taxpayersa $4-million failure. I do not
want to seeanother2-yearperiod, suchas the one suggestedin
today’s legislation, cost Pennsylvania taxpayers one more
redcent in privatizing public education,

The legislation will stigmatize students and schools for
problemsdirectly related to poverty, not education.Education
empowerment is being touted as giving more money to the
distresseddistricts and, with the Departmentof Education’s
approval, eliminating certain mandates.How many programs
can a schooldistrict offer its studentswith the proposed$70- to
$80-a-pupilappropriation?How many smaller class sizescan
we createwith this money? Are we actually going to ask the
taxpayersto pick up the bill onceagain?When we addressthe
issue of poverty, will we then effectively addressthe issue of
academicachievement?

This bill is little more thana legislative placebothat hasbeen
proven to be embarrassinglyineffective in raising test stores.
UrbanNewJerseyschoolshavebeenunderStatecontrol for the
past 10 years and still have not seen an improvement in a
numberof State and Local benchmarks.There is alreadyenough
bureaucracy in education. Adding another layer will not
improve the educationof our children. Addressingtheir basic
needswill,

Urban schools have a higher percentageof families at or
below the Federal poverty level, This in itself createsan
atmospherenot conduciveto learning,andwhen you throw in a
biased testing standard, as is found in the PSSA test
PennsylvaniaSystem of School Assessmenttest, you are
creating a caste systemthat by design will prove a biased,
inadequatesystemof education.The PSSA test is a moving
target that doesnot keep in line with new educationstandings
and will unfairly, unfairly, keep a school district on the
distressedlist andscar its children.

Children cannotand will not learnif they are hungry, if they
are tired, if they havedisruptive homeenvironments.They must
be given the individual attention necessaryto addressthe social
issues that affect their learning ability, and this must be
addressedthe first daythat they enterour public school system.
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This legislation is deficient in providing those necessary
resources,and I would respectfullyrequesta negativevote.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. George.

Mr. GEORGE.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,I do not intend to belaborthis, and I had some

questions,but thereis no useasking them.
I look at page 19 of the bill, and I wonderwhat we are going

to do with these public schools; that we turn them into
public-private, for-profit schools, and I am concernedabout
that. I am concernedwhether a profit margin is more important
than thosekids that we all talk about.

Mr. Speaker,there is not anybody in this hall that does not
love kids and want to see that we do the best for them. That is
why I am a little bit confusedon what is going on in that we
look aroundand a bill is provided for us that we cannot get
answers to, And then it has been agreed by both chairmen,
Mr. Speaker,that they gavetheir word that they would take the
bill in and bring anotherbill out. And then the majority leader
says, it will never comeout again,and I am wonderingwhy he
would be concerned,Mr. Speaker, in that he simply has to
control the RulesCommitteeandbring anythingout at any time,
whicheverway he wants,and I really believe he wantsto help
the kids, like anyoneelse,

I wonder what we are going to do with these for-profit
schoolswhen they buy equipment.Today if we buy equipment,
we have a routine to go through - hundredsof pagesof rules
and regulations.Mr. Speaker,we have more rules for buying
milk cartonsfor thesekids in school than simply we ought to
understand.

So thereare a lot of things that we could havedone to make
it cheaperfor the schools, and thereare a lot of things that we
could do to protectthe schoolsand the kids within them. So if
we are going to take a meat-axapproach,then I guess that is
what will happentoday, but I warn that it will be like spitting
into thewind; it is going to come backand hit someof you,and
then you are going to worry why we acted so foolishly, so
quickly, when we could have delayed a couple of days and
really done somethingfor the kids in that we havebeentalking
about it, the majority leadersaid, for 18 years and there is no
better time than now, but what we are doing now is not the
answer.That is why I haveto vote "no." Thankyou.

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
The Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom AlleghenyCounty,

Mr. Preston.Mr. Preston,you arerecognized.
Mr. PRESTON.Thank you very much,Mr. Speaker.
We are in the processof trying to help solve some of

Philadelphia’sproblemsas far as their budget is concerned.I
am still trying to figure out if they are going to have, as they
havebeentelling us, a $200-million shortfall, how it is going to
really solve and push the cushion. At the same time, I have
heard the majority leader stand up and speak, and if he
addressesthe issue again about the last 12 years,on what we
haveor havenot done,then he needsto answerthe questionthat
after this administration, along with his help, gave the
Wilkinsburg SchoolDistrict an extracouplemillion dollars and
the test scores still went down under privatization, what
$182,000 is going to do, and I would like to be able to
interrogatehim with that if he brings thesepointsup about the
last 12 years.
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I can rememberseveralyears ago, on our side of the aisle,
when the late great Jim Manderino proposed, along with
Mr. Irvis, trying to give computers, $200 million just for
computers for elementaryschools, shot down. It is not the
first time that we have done some things, tried to do things.
Forty million dollars for education for teachers, shot down
again.

Over and over again, we have had to bail out the
SchoolDistrict of Philadelphia,and it is still not enough, and
they still have a deficit. My local school district in Pittsburgh
has a deficit of around$30 million, and I havejust reachedthis
pointwheretheselittle drips are not going to help.

We really needto be able to addressthis issue aboutquality
education.How does a young personfrom the kindergartenor
preschoolstart off on an equal basisand receivea good, basic,
quality education?How do people wind up having meaningful
employment?And I heardseveralstatistics,about 80 percentof
the peopleon one standof the line, and I look at the gentlemen
here in Harrisburg,and I sit down and I wonder, we are not
answeringthe questionsaboutgood,basic,quality education.

And again, if you read what is happeningin KansasCity
now, it is not just aboutthrowing moneyaround.In theprevious
statements,I haveheardthe majority leadertalk about, we have
got to make the School District of Philadelphia more
accountable,not just throw money at them. Well, now we are
going to throw another$15 million at them,but everybodyelse
does not get a fair share.I guessin this Houseand in this body,
thereare a lot of different ways to discriminate,and I guesswe
continueto find newways to be able to do that.

It is a shamethat we are going to have this issue in front of
us and not answerthe kids in my district. Again. Wilkinsburg,
S 182,000, but yet in a sense,nothing is being done.Overagain
for many years, Mr. Speaker,I have always, when it was time
that things were on the floor of the House that I thought did not
give enough, I did not vote for, and I did not vote for those
thingsbecauseI thoughtPhiladelphiadeserveda little bit more.
Well, neveragain; never, as long as I am elected,will this ever
happento me again. I have had it, I am getting absolutelytired
of it. It is unfortunate,but I am proud to say at least that I have
beenin this Housefor 18 years and still havenot beenbought,
havenot beensold, have not acceptedany trips in relationship
to being able to tradein any vote or anythingof any material,
nor will I everbe.

Mr. Speaker,this is a sham, this is a quiet embarrassment,
and it is a shamethat some peoplecan be bought so cheaply.
Thankyou verymuch,Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthegentleman.
The Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom AlleghenyCounty,

Mr. Michlovic. He waivesoff Thankyou.
The gentlemanfrom Northampton,Mr. Samuelson.
Mr. SAMIJELSON.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, one of the previous speakerssaid that this

proposal can limit class sizes in kindergarten through third
grade,and yes, when you look at the bill, on page 24 it talks
about reducing classsizes. When you look closer, you realize
that this proposal is for smaller class sizes in only 11 school
districts acrossPennsylvania.Thereis some irony, becausethis
bill, SB 652, is the very samebill that we voted last Junein this
House of Representatives.When it left the House of
Representativesin June of 1999, it included an amendmentby
RepresentativeCostathat this Houseoverwhelmingly approved
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which would have provided for smaller class sizes across
Pennsylvania.

Another speakersaid this proposalbefore us today includes
an additional $20 million for education. Once again, we are
talking about an additional $20 million for only 11 school
districts.

Mr. Speaker,there are betterplansout there, bettersolutions
for our studentsacrossPennsylvania.In fact, just 3 weeksago
this House of Representativesvoted on two such plans. This
line item in the proposedbudgetfor school improvementgrants
for only II school districts, we voted on two amendmentsto
redirect this funding. We voted to redirect $10 million of this
funding for the Read to Succeedprogram, a very successful
initiative that starteda year ago. GovernorRidge proposedit.
This legislatureapprovedReadto Succeedoverwhelminglyat a
level of $35 million for year 1. Right now that funding is in
place in 275 school districts acrossPennsylvania.The proposed
budgetcuts that to $25 million, butour amendment3 weeksago
would haverestoredthat funding to the $35-million level.

We also voted to redirect $10 million of this funding for
smaller class sizes, for smaller class sizes that could benefit
students acrossPennsylvania.The proposal before us today
directs the funding to II school districts, Mr. Speaker,I haveto
ask, whatabout the other 490 schooldistricts in Pennsylvania?

I believewe shouldbe talkingaboutprograms,we shouldbe
talking about educationalsolutions that can benefit studentsin
all 501 school districts acrossPennsylvania.Let us get serious
about smallerclasssizesthroughoutthe Commonwealth.Let us
say yes to readingprogramsthat can benefit studentsacross
Pennsylvania.Let us say no to this proposal, which directs
$20 million to only 11 school districts, and let us say yes to
educational solutions that can benefit our students across
Pennsylvania.

I respectfullyaskfor a "no" vote on concurrence.
The SPEAKER,The lady from Indiana,Ms. Steelman.
Ms. STEELMAN, Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to maketwo points, one of which has also been

touchedon by somepreviousspeakersand one of which hasnot
beenmentionedbefore.

The first one is that we have heard from a numberof people
that SB 652 in its current form is about children, and by voting
to concur in this form, we will be voting for children, If you
take a look at the amendmentitself, that is obviously not what
SB 652 and the amendmentare about. There are more than
600 lines in this amendment.Fewerthan 35 of them are actually
devoted to any listing or discussionof programs that might
affect children’s performance on the Pennsylvania State
assessments.Most of the amendmentand SB 652 at presentis
given over to the developmentof elaborateand convoluted
bureaucraciesempowered beyond the wildest dreams of
previousadministrations.

That is whatthe bill is about, It is aboutpolitical power. It is
about controlling money. It is not about children, becausethe
other thing that makes that clear is that when you look at the
language that actually has to do with school improvement
programsand you look at the money that is available through
the bill to institute thoseschool improvementprograms,thereis,
shall we say,a more than digital divide,

Let me give you one example. One of the items that is
suggestedin the school improvementplan is a systemof school
selection that to the greatestextent possible allows parentsto
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choosethe public school in the district their child can attend.
Now, there are cities, school districts, in which public school
choice hasbeeninstitutedand has hadvery positive effects.One
of those school districts is Cambridge,Massachusetts,which
instituted complete, required public school choice more than a
decadeago. They have gotten very good results out of that
program. They havegotten it at a seriouscost. In their first year
of widespreadpublic school choice, their transportationcosts
went from $1 million to $10 million. They figured that was
worth it. But cana schooldistrict do that with the moneythat is
available in this bill, even a relatively small school district?
Probablynot.

How many of these school districts with a grant base of
$450,000andup to, which actuallymeanssomewherebetween
zero and $75 per child, can they institute widespreadschool
choice; can they institute summerprograms;can they institute
smaller class sizes; can they institute changesin curriculum,
programming, teacher development- all the things that we
actually know work to help studentsimprove their performance
- for $75 or lessper child? No, they cannot.

I understandfrom hearingRepresentativesfrom Philadelphia
on the floor today that they are desperateand that they will do
just about anything in order to get even a pittance for their
school district, and I havealso seenthat it is very clear in the
messagefrom the majority leader that they are not going to be
allowed to get more than a pittance. This is, it hasbeenmade
very clear,their only chanceto get anything at all. And so I do
not blame them for being desperate,but I do blame them for
giving up their responsibility to all of the students of
Pennsylvaniaand for accepting somethingthat is so poor in
terms of providing any relief for the children in all of these
11 school districts and providing no relief at all for the children
in other school districtswho are not performingup to the level
of the PennsylvaniaState standards.As far as helpingchildren,
this bill is designedto fail. It cannotdo otherwise,

My second point has to do with the Pennsylvania
State assessments. At the very beginning of the
amendment,there is a section that says, ". , .THE ACT OF
MARCH 10, 1949,..KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC SCHOOL
CODE.. IS AMENDED BY ADDING A DEFINITION TO
READ:.. WHEN USED IN THIS ACT" - the Public School
Code - "THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING
MEANINGS:... ‘PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL
ASSESSMENT...’ SHALL MEAN A TEST DEVELOPED
AND IMPLEMENTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION TO DETERMINE ONLY ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT RELATING TO OBJECTIVE ACADEMIC
STANDARDS [N THE AREAS OF READING,
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE,"

Once upon a time, in Pennsylvania,we had a writing
requirement; we had, but we are about to dispose of. a
requirement that students in grade 6 and grade 9 had to
demonstratethat they could write at a level of proficiency
characteristicof their grade, andwe are about to deep-sixthat.
Will it not makea terrific impressionwhen you go back to your
district and tell businesspeople, what I did for educationthis
week was terrific: I got rid of any requirementthat students
have to demonstratein order to graduatefrom high school that
they canwrite as much as a coherentparagraph,and I hopethat
you fully appreciatewhat I havedone for you. I am sure they
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will. I am sure they will. I cannot think, in the face of the
competition that we face from other States for attracting
businessand for keepingbusinessin Pennsylvania,what could
make us more popular than doing away with any statewide
requirementfor writing proficiencywhatsoever.

So when you vote for SB 652. you shouldknow that you are
castinga vote againstwriting requirements,and if you happen
to think as I do that people graduatingfrom high school in
Pennsylvaniashould demonstratethat they can write, then you
will agree with me that a vote for SB 652 is not a vote for
children, it is not a vote for Pennsylvania,and it is not a vote
that makessensefor us today.

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
J. SCOT CHADWICK PRESIDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence,the Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Westmoreland County,
Mr. Stairs.

Mr. STAIRS.Thanks.Mr. Speaker.
As the day draws on, I think our minds are pretty well made

up. I know in my case,my mind is madeup. I amvoting against
this matter.

There were two reasonsthat I had plannedto vote against it.
One was the method of moving the legislation, and certainly,
I guesstherehas beensomerelief to me on that. Obviously, the
chamberspokea few momentsago and liked the way it is being
moved, so obviously, my objections to that were in vain, so
I guessI havegot to backtrackon that.

But my objection remains the processand what we are
doing. I think we all in this chamberwant to help children, and
maybe sometimesin some different ways we all want to help
children, but I think the end results of this legislation will be
some help to children, I guess,but probably the biggestwill be
an ego thing for ourselves.We are going to feel good that we
did something,but unfortunately,thereis not going to be much
substanceto it.

You know, it is difficult to look at a bill that is volumesin
size in a matterof hoursand to digest it. There area lot of good
things in the bill, but you know, I sensea lot of problems.One
of the problemsthat I think we are making a tragic mistake is
that the legislative branchof governmentis giving up a power
base that we have had over the years, and the recipient, of
course,is the Secretaryof Education.

As much as I am dismayedby that, I also, as I read the bill -

and I can say, without an expertopinion, that sometimesyou
missa few things- butone thing in therethat kind of caughtmy
eye was that we are really taking away from local government,
too, The electedschool boardsthat we have, certainly like the
legislature,weare notperfect; we do makemistakes.But one of
the things that really kind of stuck out to me - and I hopeI was
seeingthings that were not there and I was readinginto it - but
what kind of startled me was that our presently elected
school boardsare going to be superseded,you might say, by this
advisory group or this select group that is going to be picked,
and although this selectgroup cannot vote on taxesor make
changeslike that - our Constitution,or r think our law requires,
our School Code requires that the school board make those
decisions - but you know, something stuck out to me that
changes the present system. The present system is that a
majority or more of the school board membersmust vote to
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raise taxes, to make thesesignificant changes,but as I read it.
one person could do that on the board. It takes away the
majority vote. And I am sure that this is somethingthat needs
very much clarification,and I hope I am wrong there, but this is
one of many things that I just have a concernabout, and I am
afraid that we are losing power to the executive branch, and
maybewe will feel good about it today, but there is going to be
a day whenit is going to comebackto bite us, and I havegot to
vote for that reasonand regretfully so.

So thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to give these
remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence,the Chair
recognizesthe gentlemanfrom LancasterCounty, Mr. Sturla,
for the secondtime. No?The gentlemanwaivesoff

The gentlemanfrom York County, Mr. Platts, is recognized
on concurrence.

Mr. PLATTS. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
A number of the points that I had planned to make have

alreadybeen addressedby previous speakers,so I will not go
into them,but I think thereare two important items that needto
be reemphasized.

A lot of focus has been on the so-called education
empowermentportionof this proposal,but we shouldmake sure
we know it also dealswith specialed funding, and well over
120 membersof this Househavecosponsoredlegislation to try
to fix the problem in special ed funding. There is additional
money in this proposalto takestepstowardsthat fix, but it does
not go anywherenearwhat 125 or 130 membersof this House
said is necessary.So whenyou vote for this, you are basically
saying you approve somewhatof a status quo. Your school
districts are still going to be under the gun when it comesto
raisingpropertytaxeslargely becauseof what we are doing here
in Harrisburg,becausewe are not willing to pay our fair share
of the cost of education throughout the Commonwealth,
specifically dealing with special ed. That is in this bill. So
whetheryou are a wealthyschool district, a suburban,an urban,
a poor district, everyone is being hit by the way we fund
specialed. One of my schooldistricts is one of the wealthiestin
the State,butwhen it comesto specialed, we are underfunding
them in the senseof our sharedramatically. It cuts acrossthe
board,andthat is in this bill.

Also, I think we are settinga dangerousprecedentwhenwe
are giving one person- no matter how highly we regard the
Secretaryof Education, he is a political appointee- we are
giving that one personthe authority, with the wave of his hand
in essence,to wipe away laws that took 102 Housemembers,
26 Senators,and the Governor’ssignatureto becomelaw. That
is a dangerousprecedent.We are giving one political appointee
the right to do away with State law. Many of those items that
can be waivedare things that maybeI agreeshould be waived,
but it should be done appropriately through the legislative
process.If it was 5 yearsago, 10 years ago, 20 years ago that a
majorityof this House,the Senate,and the Governorsaid, this is
a goodidea, it shouldnotbe allowedthat one political appointee
cansay, well, I disagree.It shouldtake this House, this current
Senate,and our currentGovernor to decide that we needto do
awaywith it.

So I ask you to give thought not just to the Education
EmpowermentAct but to how we are going to fund specialed,
We are going to continue to shortchangeour schools. When
their properly taxesgo up and your schoolboard memberssay,
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look at the State, you are going to be hardpressednot to accept
blame, becauseit is a reality that we are a big part of the
problem when it comesto property tax increases,and we are
giving away theauthorityof the GeneralAssemblyto a political
appointee.

So I urge a "no" vote. Let us do the right thing acrossthe
board on all issuesthat are included in this bill. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

MOTION TO SUSPENDRULES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understandsthe
gentleman,Mr. Sturla, wishes recognition to make a motion.
The gentlemanis recognized.

Mr. STURLA. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,I would like to rise and move to suspendthe

rules to allow the offering of amendmentA21 19, and if I could,
at an appropriatetime, I will give a brief description of what
that is.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moved by the gentleman,
Mr. Sturla, that the rules of the Housebe suspendedso that he
may offer amendmentA- What is the amendmentnumber,
Mr. Sturla?

Mr. STURLA, A2119.
The SPEAKERpro tempore.-2119 to SB 652.

On thequestion,
Will theHouseagreeto the motion?

The SPEAKERpro tempore.Mr. Sturla, it is in order for you
to give a briefdescriptionof the amendment.

Mr. STURLA. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, this legislation as it currently stands would

allow theseschool districts, the II school districts, to do certain
things once they are on this empowermentlist, and I wantedto
add one more thing to that list of things that they could do. It
hasbeen alluded to that theseschool districts perhapsare not
mn properly and that thereare various things that need to be
done. and so what this amendmentwould do is allow the
school district, by a majority vote of the board, to dissolvethe
school district that is on the empowermentlist, and by that, I do
not mean to turn it over to the State; I mean to dissolve the
school district. It would then empower the Department of
Educationto redistrict that school district into the surrounding
adjacent school districts, because in all of these cases, the
surroundingadjacentschool districts are deemedto be much
better than those on the empowermentlist, and so I think if
those districts are well run and are doing well with their kids
andtheir scoresare good, all we needto do is be able to get our
kids into those schooldistricts. So that is what this amendment
does.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Perzel, do you seek
recognitionon the motion?

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker,I would ask the members to
pleasevote "no" on the motionto suspendthe rules.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.Mr. DeWeese,would you like
to speakon this, or do you want to defer to Mr. Sturla? How
would you like to handlethis?

Mr. Sturla. you are recognized.
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Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Basitan Gladeck McNaughton Steil

Mr. Speaker,I understandthat this will be unpopularwith Benninghoff Godshail Metcalfe Stern
Birmelin Habay Micozzie Stevenson

school districts that surroundtheseempowermentdistricts, and I Boyes Harhart Miller. R. Strittrnatter
really do not believe that there are going to be a whole lot of Browne Hasay * Miller, S. Taylor, E. Z.
school districts that want to opt to do this, but it has been Bunt Hennessey Natlor Taylor,J.

Chadwick Herman Nickol Trichpointedout by thosepeoplespeakingin favor of this legislation Civera Hershey O’Brien True
today on numerousoccasionsthat theseschool districtsjust do Clark Hess One Tulli
not know how to teach our kids, they just are not doing the job Clymer Hutchinson Petrel Vance
for our kids, and that if we could just make somechanges,they Cohen,L. I. Jadlowiec Phillips Wilt

could do the job for their kids. Now, my senseis that the fact Cornell Kaiser Pippy wogan
Corrigan Keller Platts wright

that the administrationhas failed to fund theseschools,the fact Dailey Kenney Ramos Youngblood
that they are landlocked in districts that in most caseshave Daily Krebs Raymond Zimmerman
declining and depreciatingvalueson their land values, we have Dempsey Lawless Reinard Zug

not done tax reform, we havenot given thesedistricts and in DiGirolamo Lederer Rieger
Dnice Leh Rohrer

this legislationwe are not going to give thesedistricts the tools Egof Lynch Ross Ryan.
necessaryto do that, and my senseis that maybe 1, maybe2 of Fairchild Maher Speaker
these11 school districts will just say, you know what?You are
right; we havenot done the job, and there is no way, given what NOT VOTING-3
you are allowing us to do, to do thatjob.

The SPEAKERpro tempore.Mr. Sturla.eventhe leadersare Honey Josephs Thomas

only supposedto give a brief reasonwhy we should or should
notsuspendthe rules.Could you wrap this up, please. EXCUSED-S

Mr. STURLA. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker. Cappabianca LaGrotla Roberts Seyfert
I will be brief. Giglotti
So I would urge membersto vote to allow the rules to be

suspendedso that this canhappen,so that there is anothertool
in the toolbox of those school districts that are on this Less than a majority of the membersrequired by the rules
empowermentlist. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker. having voted in the affirmative, the questionwas determinedin

the negativeandthe motion was not agreedto.
On the questionrecurring,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion? On the questionrecurring,

Will the House concur in Senate amendmentsto House
The following roll call was recorded: amendmentsas amendedby the RulesCommittee?

YEAS-86 The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence,the Chair

Battisto Eachus Melio Solobay recognizesthe gentlemanfrom AlleghenyCounty,Mr. Trello,

Bebko-Jones Evans Michlovic Slaback Mr. TRELLO. Thankyou,Mr. Speaker.
Belardi Frankel Mundy Stairs Mr. Speaker,I represent1 of the 11 school districts that
Belfanti Freeman Myers Steelman come underthis EducationalEmpowermentAct, and it is theBishop George Oliver Stetler
Blaum Gordner Pesci Sturla Sto-Rox School District. There is not anybody in this
Butkovitz Grucela Petrarca Surra chamber and anybody in this administration that knows the
Buxton Gruttza Petrone Tangretti Sto-RoxSchoolDistrict betterthan I do.
Caltagirone Haluska Pistella Tigue
Cam Hanna Preston Travaglio Let me tell you a little bit about Sto-Rox. Sto-Rox several
Casorio Harhai Readshaw Trello years ago was financially distressed,and it was taken over, the
Cawley James Robinson Van Home control, by the Departmentof Education, and those few yearsCohen,M. Kirkland Roebuck Veon
Colafella Laughlin Rooney Vitali that they were under financial distress, they must have
Costa Lescovitz Rufting Walko eliminated about 250 jobs and made a lot of corrections,and
Coy Levdansky Satnato washington now they aredoingjust fine, absolutelyfine As a matterof fact,Curry Lucyk Samuelson Waters
Daley Manderino Santoni Williams the Secretaryof Educationcame to Sto-Rox last October and
DeLuca Mann Scrimenti Woinaroski told them what a wonderful job they are doing there and they
Dermody Markosek Shaner Yewcic haveset an examplenot only for Allegheny County but for theDeweese Mayernik Smith, B. Yudichak
Donatucci Mccall whole State of Pennsylvania.Then all of a suddenthis idea

comesup with academicallydistressedschools.He comesback

NAYS-I OS with a statementin Februaryandsays,Sto-Rox is terrible; they
are academicallydistressedand all that kind of stuff. So I mean,

Adolph Fargo Maitland Rubley I think the Secretaryof Educationspeaksout of both sides of his
Allen Feese Major Sather mouth. In one month they are telling how great Sto-Rox is
Argall Fichter Marsico Saylor
Armstrong Fleagle Masland Schroder doing and how proud they are of Sto-Rox. and the very next
Baker Flick McGeehan Schuler month, they tell them, simply becauseof this economically
Bard Forcer McGill Semmel distressedcrap that cameout of the Departmentof Education,
Barley Gannon Mcllhattan Smith, S. H. that they are notdoing any good.
Barrar Geist Mcllhinney Snyder
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But let me tell you somethingabout the teachersin Sto-Rox.
Forty percentof the kids that go to Sto-RoxHigh Schoolcome
from singleparentsthat live in a housingproject. Thosekids are
the first ones in schoolevery morning,and I will tell you why,
becausethey know they are going to get somethingto eatand
they know they are going to get a hug from their teachers.These
teachersgo above and beyondthe call of duty taking care of
thosekids and teachingthem. They buy them clothes andcoats
in the wintertime; they buy them boots. I am there often, and I
see that. I myself hold a Christmasparty for them every year,
thoseunderprivilegedkids.

The few dollars that theyare going to get out of this program
here, let me tell you how it is going to be spent. For the
kindergarten, it is going to cost about$250,000.To reducethe
classsize for the first, second,andthird grade,it is going to cost
about another$350,000. So when you add up what they are
going to get out of here, it is minus about $150,000. So what
goodis that going to do?

Statementshave been made here earlier that this is not a
perfect bill but this is the best we can do. With my kids and
every kid that I represent, if it is not perfect, it is not good
enough; it is not good enough,and there is nothing in this bill
here-

There has been dialogue today about this West Oak Lane
CharterSchool. Now, let me tell you one of the very important
reasonswhy this school is doing very well. Active parental
participationis a major component,an importantphilosophyof
our school. Parents are responsible for making sure their
children attend school each day. Now, those 40 percent of
studentsthat live in the projects that have single parentsthat
maybehave one, two, or theejobs or maybe they are just not
good parentsat all, are they going to get parental guidance?
Absolutely not. I do not care how much moneyyou spend on
these 11 school districts, I do not care how many people you
send from Harrisburg down to try to correct what you think
might be their problem, if you do not haveparentsto look out
for thesekids, this programis not goingto work, and becauseof
that, there is nothing in this legislation dealing with parental
participation.

For that reason and other reasons, I am going to vote "no,"
and for those reasonsI think you ought to vote "no," too.
Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On concurrence,the Chair
recognizesthe gentlemanfrom Lehigh County,Mr. Snyder.

Mr. SNYDER. Thankyou very much. Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,I, like many otherpeople in this chamber,may

have some concernsabout the empowermentprovision of this
act. As hasbeensaid many times, this is not a perfectbill, yet I
think we very seldompassa perfect bill in this legislature.The
thing to keepin mind, Mr. Speaker,is sincemostof the focus is
in that provisionof the act, that most of the implementationof
the empowermentsection of SB 652 is not evengoing to be
implemented for 3 to 4 years. Now, knowing this General
Assembly for the many years that I have been here, this
providesus with many opportunitiesbetween now and then to
look at this bill, to make changesas we feel are necessary.
There are threeor four budgetsto be enactedprior to that to
addresssomeof theneedsthat havebeenraised.

Mr. Speaker,the EmpowermentAct brings together,finally,
the issue of what to do with those failing school districts. We
have talked around the corner a lot about academically
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distressedschools but nothing has been done. This at least
finally gives us a lightning rod to bring attentionto the issue,to
force peopleto begin to talk aboutwhat reallycan be done for
these school districts. I feel, Mr. Speaker, that rather than
focusing on what may happenover the next 3 or 4 years,we
needto also look at SB 652 and seewhat is in this bill that we
needright now. This bill providesalmost $5 billion of funding
for basic and specialeducation,for vocationaleducation,for our
intermediateunit operations,and for communitycolleges.

Mr. Speaker,this part of the bill we needright now. We need
to havethis legislation in effect beforewe do our Statebudget,
and we needthis in effect to continue the many programsthat
we haveall supportedin this GeneralAssembly.

Let me just highlight for the record just a few of the
provisionsof this bill. The school lunch andbreakfastprogram.
This has beena programthat has been of concern for many
people in this hall, peoplewho, particularly the urban cities and
the rural areas, whose kids come to school hungry or with not
the proper nutrition. This provides a 45-percent increase in
school lunch and breakfastprogramsfor a total of $24 million
for that program.

The Link to Learn program, which was supposedto be a
3-year program, is continued because of the fact that we
recognizethereare many needsout there to continue to expand
this program into the new teclmologies. provide software and
equipment not only for our public schools, our nonpublic
schools,and some of our highereducationalinstitutions. There
is an initial $21 million in here for thoseprograms.

We have discussedthe fact that there are incentives here
for community colleges to expand their programs. There is
$183 million in there for community colleges. a $12-million
increasein this budgetalone,plus additionalmoneythat will be
in the GeneralFundbudget.

Thereis a 20-percentincreasein vocationaleducation.Many
of us are very concernedabout the fact that our studentsneed
job-training skills at the K through 12 level. This increasesit by
$10 million- This is a 22-percentincreasewith $10 million
alone going for equipmentgrants.Most of us have beenvisited
by the directors of our vocationaleducationalschools saying
they needthe equipmentin thoseschools to provide the proper
educationalopportunitiesfor thosestudents.

Basic educationfunding - almost $3.8 billion of subsidiesto
our schools,a $1 15-million increase.

Special education - $783 million for special ed, a
$63-million increase,over 8-percentincrease.

School performanceincentives- a 100-percentincreasefor
not only schools to improve their academicperformancebut
also to maintain higher academic performance; 100-percent
increaseto raise it to $33 million.

Mr. Speaker.I think we are putting someof the provisionsof
this bill out of the context that it deserves.When you look at
$5 billion of funding for public school education in this
Commonwealth,I think we needto be able to support SB 652
and realizethat therewill be otheropportunitiesin the future to
addressthe one problem that seemsto be of most concern to
people,the empowermentportion.

I think that we have many good ideas in this General
Assemblyto look at this bill again in the future, not under the
pressure of a budget session, but to give the educational
committees opportunities to come up with proposals and
changes.I am confident that we will be able to take care of
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some of the concernsthat were raised.Thereis time to do that,
but there is not time to delay the passage of a $5-billion
appropriationfor public education,which I think we all support.
Thankyou.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizesthe
gentleman from Washington County, Mr. Daley, on
concurrence.

Mr. DALEY. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
This remindsme of AbrahamLincoln and his famousquote

in Gettysburg.He said that the world will little note what we
sayhere but will long rememberwhat we do here. And I think
what we are going to see, Mr. Speaker, is that Pennsylvania’s
educationwill be changedradically, and I guesshistory will tell
us if it is going to be to the good or to the bad from what we do
here today.

I think the thing thatbothersme the most,Mr. Speaker,is the
fact that we constantly have ramrod legislation that is so
paramount,that is so historicallyprecedent-settingthat we have
to push it down the legislature’s throat. The House Education
Committee,both majority and minority chairmen,are willing to
mn this issue andwork on this issue, but that doesnot seemto
be quite good enough.

The Sto-Rox School District, as the former speakerhas
spoken regarding, has worked diligently. I know Dr. Hisiro
personallyand the fme job he hasdone at Sto-Roxto bring that
district around,but we are not talking about 11 districts that are
distressed.We are talking aboutall the schooldistricts that need
help, and it is a morecomprehensivepackage,a more in-depth
study to address those needs, becausein those 11 school
districts, it is not the educationthat is the problem, it is the
poverty; it is the things that are going on with the lack of the
mills in Clairton andDuquesne;it is the problemsin Aliquippa;
it is the problems in the Mon Valley and throughout
Fayette County; it is the problems in Chesterwith the high
unemployment.We are only touching the top of the issue.We
are not really going to the basic issue, and that is the economic
developmentproblems that we face in pocketsof poverty in
Pennsylvaniawherethe schooldistrictsare now suffering.

Albert Gallatin School District, which is in southwestem
Pennsylvaniain FayetteCounty, over 32 percentof the kids are
special educationkids; 32 percent.Brownsville Area School
District, where80 percentof the kids are eligible for reducedor
subsidizedlunches,80 percent.What doesthat say? It says that
it is not the education,it is the problemsthat are at home and
the fact that there is not the educationgoing on becausethere is
the needto survive; it is the lack of economicopportunity.

MOTION TO TABLE

Mr. DALEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise as opposed to this
legislation becauseit just is not right the way we are going
about this, and that is why I move that we table this bill until
Tuesday,May 9, 2000.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Daley, it is the Chair’s
understandingthat you attemptedto makea motion to table this
bill until a datecertain. If you make a motion to table, you just
make a motion to table generally. Would that be your
preference?

Mr. DALEY. No, Mr. Speaker.My motion would be to table
this bill-

MAY 3

The SPEAKER pro tempore. I stand corrected. You can
make a motion to table it until a thte certain. I apologize. What
was the date?

Mr. DALEY. It was Tuesday,May 9. I think May 9 is next
Tuesday.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

Moved by the gentleman,Mr. Daley, that SB 652 be tabled
until Tuesday,May 9, 2000.

On the question,
Will theHouseagreeto themotion?

The SPEAKERpro tempore.That is nota debatablemotion.
Mr. Perzel,would you like to make a brief statementon the

motion?
Mr. PERZEL. Very brief, Mr. Speaker.
I would ask the membersto vote "no" on the motion to table.

Thankyou.
The SPEAKERpro tempore.Mr. DeWeese.
Mr. DeWEESE. I would just like to point out for the

legislative and historical record the majority leader’s
impetuosity.He wants to dealwith this measureeventhoughwe
haveonly had it for a few hours,eventhough it dealswith the
whole panoplyof issuesinvolving basic educationin the State,
and so often when it comesto campaignfinance reform, he
wantsto sendit back for more study.

I am just pointing out the inherent hypocrisy in the
gentleman’snegative commentary. This is a debatingforum.
We want to table the bill so it can get more attention.We have
the Republican Education Committee chairman and a wide
swath of GOP partisansthat want to have more time to deal
with this matter.

I cannotunderstandwhy it would hurt to table the measure.
We are going to have an early budget this year. We are a
full-time legislature.We are going to be in sessionthroughMay
and partof June- We have time to deal with this matter. It is an
appropriate measure to put this very complicated, very
controversialpiece of legislation on the table. The votes keep
oscillatingbackand forth with parliamentaryquestions97 to 95,
99 to 94. This is a very closely contestedissue. It would not hurt
to put it on the table.

TILE SPEAKER MATTHEW J. RYAN
PRESIDING

The SPEAKER.On the questionof the motionto table,those
in favor of tablingwill vote "aye"; opposed,"no."

On the questionrecurring,
Will theHouseagreeto the motion?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS-87

Battisto Eachus Mccall Smith. B.
Bebko-Jones Forcier Melio Solobay
Belardi Frankel Michlovic Staback
Belfanti Freeman Mundy Stairs
Blaum George Myers Steelman
Boyes
Butkovitz

Gordner
Grucela

Pesci
Petrarca

Stetler
Sturla
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Gruitza
-la luska
Hanna
Harhai
James
Josephs
Kaiser
Kirkland
Laughlin
Lawless
Lescovita
Lucyk
Manderino
Mann
Markosek

Egolf
Evans
Fairchild
Fargo
Feese
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick
Gannon
Geist
Gladeck
Godshall
Habay
Harhart
Hasay
Hennessey
Herman
Hershey
Hess
Hutchinson
Jadlowiec
Keller
Lederer
Leh
Lynch
Maher

Petrone
Pistella
Platts
Preston
Ramos
Readshaw
Robinson
Roebuck
Rooney
Ruffing
Sainato
Samuelson
Santoni
Scrimenti
Shaner

NAYS-101

Maitland
Major
Marsico
Masland
McGeehan
McGill
Mcllhattan
Mcllhinney
McNaughton
Metcalfe
Micozzie
Miller, R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O’Brien
One
Perzel
Phillips
Pippy
Raymond
Reinard
Rieger
Rohrer
Ross
Rubley

Buxton
Caltagirone
Casorio
Cawley
Cohen,L. I.
Cohen,M,
Colafella
Costa
Coy
Curry
Daley
DeLuca
Dermody
DeWeese
Donatucci

Adolph
Allen
Argall
Armstrong
Baker
Bard
Barley
Barrar
Bastian
Benninghoff
Birmelin
Bishop
Browne
Bunt
Cam
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cornell
Corrigan
Dailey
DaIly
Dempsey
DiGirolan,o
Druce

Horsey
Kenney
Krebs

C appabianca
Gigliotti

Surra
Tangretti
Thomas
Tigue
TravagIto
Trello
Van Home
Veon
Vitali
Walko
Williams
Wojnaroski
Yewcic
Yudichak

Sather
Saylor
Schroder
Schuler
Semmel
Smith,S. H.
Snyder
Steil
Stern
Stevenson
Stritt matter
Taylor. E. Z.
Taylor.J.
True
Tulli
Vance
Wilt
Wogan
Wright
Youngblood
Zimmerman
Zug

Ryan,
Speaker

Washington
Waters

school districts, but most importantly, it is unfair to the
Chester-UplandSchoolDistrict.

Mr. Speaker,the majority leadergave a few quotes, a few
numbers earlier. I would like to give a few numbers,
Mr. Speaker,concerningthe district. He said somethingabout
reading scores. Mr. Speaker, in 1997 and 1998 the reading
scores for our 10th graders were - he was correct - in the
bottom part of 57 percent.Today, Mr. Speaker,that b&tom part
is now only 28 percent. There is progress,not just gradual
progressbut a lot of progressbeing made,Mr. Speaker,within
the district. The same with our Smedley Middle School,
Mr. Speaker,progressbeing made that the majority leaderdid
not talk about.

The majority leaderdid not talk about the Wetherill fourth
grade readingscoresandhow they jumped 38 percent.He did
not talk about that, Mr. Speaker;progressbeing made. He did
not talk about StetserElementary School and their third grade
readingscoresand how progressis being made,how scoresare
jumping rapidly becausepeople are working vigorously with
our childrenand making an improvementin our school district.
I say all that, Mr. Speaker,because,again, I believe that the
Chester-UplandSchoolDistrict is being treatedunfairly.

MOTION TO SUSPENDRULES

Mr. KIRKLAND. Therefore,Mr. Speaker,I rise asking for a
suspensionof the rules so that I may offer amendmentA2 130 so
thatChester-Uplandcanbetreatedfairly.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Delaware,
Mr. Kirkland, movesthat the rules of the Housebe suspendedto
permit him to offer immediately amendmentA2130 to SB 652.

On the questionof suspensionof therules-
Mr. KIRKLAND. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER.Will the gentlemanyield.
Mr. Kirkland, there is some confusion about your

amendment.The amendmentI have in my hand showsthat it is
A2 130, yet the- Is that the numberyou have,2130?

Mr. KIRKLAND. Yes, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER.All right. Let the boardreflect 2130.

On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto themotion?

The SPEAKER. On the questionof suspensionof the rules
to allow the gentleman to offer this amendment, the
minority leader, Mr. DeWeese, yields, I assume, to the
gentleman,Mr. Kirkland?Mr. Kirkland, you are recognized.

Mr. KIRKLAND. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Once again, Mr. Speaker,this is about fairness.This is about

providing all schooldistricts with an opportunityto just simply
be fair, Mr. Speaker.

This amendment, my amendment, would allow
Chester-UplandSchool District the same opportunities as the
other 10 school districts. It would give them the2 yearswith the
third-year option of righting itself rather than falling
immediatelyunderthis EmpowermentAct.

Mr. Speaker,we have the data; we have the statistics.The
students in the Chester-UplandSchool District are scoring
higher on their reading tests; they are scoring higher on their
math tests. This is an opportunity, Mr. Speaker. This
amendment,my amendment,simply asks for this body to give

NOT VOTING-9

Levdansky Oliver
Mayernik Trich

EXCUSED-S

LaGrotta Roberts Seyfert

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the
questionwas determinedin the negativeand the motion wasnot
agreedto.

On the questionrecurring,
Will the House concur in Senateamendmentsto House

amendmentsas amendedby the RulesCommittee?

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom
Delaware County, Mr. Kirkland, on the question of
concurrence.

Mr. KIRICLAND. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,onceagainI rise in oppositionof SB 652.
Mr. Speaker, let me just say one more time that this bill

is unfair, and especially unfair not only to the II other
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Chester-Uplandschool studentsthe sameopportunity as every EXCUSED-S
otherschool studentin the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.

I ask for an affirmative vote. Cappabtanca LaGrotta Roberts Seyfent
Gigliotti

TheSPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
Does the gentleman, Mr. Perzel, desirerecognition on the

questionof suspensionofthe rules? Less than a majority of the membersrequiredby the rules
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker,only to ask the membersif they

having voted in the affirmative, the questionwas determinedin
would pleaserespectfullyvote "no" on this motion.Thank you. the negativeand the motion was not agreedto.

On thequestionrecurring,
On thequestionrecurring,

Will the Houseagreeto the motion? Will the House concur in Senate amendmentsto House
amendmentsas amendedby theRulesCommittee?

Thefollowing roll call wasrecorded:

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
YEAS-9l

Mr. Veon.
Batlisto Eachus Mccall Staback Mr. VEON. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Bebko-Jones Evans Melio Stairs Mr. Speaker, I rise to strongly oppose concurrence in
Belardi Frankel Michiovic Steelman SB 652.Beifanti Freeman Mundy Stetlen
Bishop George Myers SturIa Mr. Speaker, I certainly understandthe frustration of a
Blaum Gordner Oltver Sunna numberof members,Democratic membersfrom Philadelphia,
Boyes Grucela Pesct Tangretti primarily in this caucus,who haveexpressedgreat frustrationButkovitz Gniiiza Petnarca Thomas
Buxton Haluska Petrone Tigue here on the floor today aboutthe problemsthat they have in the
caltagirone Hanna Pistelia TnavagIio City of Philadelphia School District. Mr. Speaker,I wish that
cam Harhai Preston Trello we were in fact passing a bill or working on a bill in acasonio James Ramos Tnich
cawley Josephs Readshaw Van Home collaborativeway, in a bipartisanway, in a way that most of the
Cohen,M. Kaiser Robtnson Veon peoplein this Housebelievedwould actuallymake that school
colafella Ktnkland Roebuck Vitali district better. And, Mr. Speaker,I am hopeful that somedayweCosta Laughlin Rooney Walko
coy Lescovitz Ruffing Washington will in fact do that, becausewe know this bill will not make
Cuny Levdansky Sainato Waters positivechangein the PhiladelphiaSchool District or anyother
Daley Lucyk Samuelson Wtlltams schooldistrict in this State.DeLuca Mandenino Santoni Wojnaroski
Denmody Mann Scnimenti Yewcic Mr. Speaker,we can certainlypassthis bill, and I can even
DeWeese Markosek Shanen Yudichak understandwith frusti-ation that somepeoplewant to pass this
Donatucct Mayemik Solobay bill and say that we did somethinggood for those troubled

schools and for failing students,and, Mr. Speaker.that simply
NAYS-i 04 will not happen.

We havebeenup herebefore, and the majority leadermakesAdolph Fargo Major Sather
Allen Feese Marsico Saylor a compellingcase about the critical importanceof this issue and
Argall Fichter Masland Schroder how imperative it is that it passtoday. I heard that samespeech
Armstrong Fleagle McGeehan Schuler on propertytax reform,and 4, 5 yearslater we have no property
Baker Flick McGill Semmel tax reform in this State; Act 50 has been a failure. But at thatBard Foncier Mclthattan Smith,B.
Barley Gannon Mcllhinney Smith,S. H. time it was compelling, imperative that we had to pass that
Barnar Geist McNaughton Snyder property tax bill that day, and we knew then that there would
Bastian Gladeck Metcalfe Steti not be any property tax reform in this State even though we
Benninghoff Godshall Micozzie Stern
Birmelin Habay Miller, R. Stevenson passedAct 50.
Browne Harhart Miller, S. Stnittmatter And we are here today, and I must say that I am sad, in my
Bunt Hasay Nailor Taylor, E. Z. judgment, therewill not be any positive educationchangesin
Chadwick Hennessey Nickol Taylor. J. this State as a result of this bill, unfortunately, and that this
civena Herman O’Brien True

Governor will be long gonein one way, shape,or form beforeClark Hershey One Tulli
clymen Hess Penzel Vance mostof theseprovisionsare ever evenpossibly actedon in any
Cohen,L. I. Hutchinson Phillips Wilt school district in the State.
Cornell Jadlowtec Ptppy Wogan Mr. Speaker,those reforms in other Statesthat haveprovenCorngan Keller Platts Wright

to work are not in this bill. This bill does nothing to reduceDailey Krebs Raymond Youngblood
Daily Lawless Reinard Zimmerman class size. This bill does nothing to help school districts
Dempsey Ledenen Rieger Zug implement Ibil-day kindergarten. This bill does nothing to
DiGirolamo Leh Rohrer implement Head Start programs in the State. This bill does
Druce Lynch Ross
Egoif Mahen Rubley Ryan. nothing to help poorerschool districts crossthat digital divide.
Fairchild Maitland Speaker This bill does nothing to strengthenacademicstandards,and I

believe this bill does nothing to hold teachersand students
NOT VOTlING-2 accountable,and I think that is unfortunate, becauseI believe

we could haveproduceda positivebill here today.
Horsey Kenney



2000

Mr. Speaker,I haveto commenton oneotherpart of this bill
that troublesme very significantly. I believe that even in those
11 school districts that are enumeratedin this bill, that we have
teachersthat careabout whatthey do; we haveteachersthat are
goodat what they do. We haveteachersthat havebeenthere for
20, 30 years trying under tremendously adverse, difficult
circumstancesto teach kids in these very troubled school
districts. So I amvery troubledthat in fact in this bill, whenthat
teacher’scontract is over, that this bill gives the authority for
that teacherto be fired for no reason,for somereason,for any
reason,for a good reason,for a bad reason.This bill gives the
authority for that teacherto be fired regardlessof what kind of
job they havedone in that school district for 20 or 30 years
working underextremelyadversecircumstances.I think that is a
tremendouslyunfair attack on those teachersin those difficult
and troubling schools.

Mr. Speaker,there is no questionthat this bill doesnot allow
the law to abrogatean existing union contract - no question
about that; it does not - but make no mistake, when that
contract is over, that this bill does provide the authority, does
provide the authority for essentiallythe boardor the Secretary,
who hasgrantedthat waiver, to now say that that teachercanbe
replaced.That troubles me very significantly. I haveseenover
the last 16 years I have been in the legislature in the private
sector what they call that when that happensin the private
sector. Contractis over; employeeis threatened.You eithertake
it or you leave it, and if you do not take it, I am bringing in
replacementworkers. Mr. Speaker, I have to say that that
provision in this bill troubles me tremendously.I do not think
that is fair to thoseteachers.I do not think that is an answerfor
what is troubling theseschools.We could havedonebetter.

And, Mr. Speaker, I finally say that we had a number of
amendmentshere today that we tried to offer, and unfortunately,
the Republicanmajority party and the Governorreally will not
allow that kind of debate,those kinds of votes, to take place
here in the House. They shut out any effort to offer any
substantiveamendmentshere on the floor, whether it be by a
Republicanor by a Democrat.Membersthat have worked on
theseissuesfor the whole time they havebeenin the legislature,
they were not permittedto offer their ideasto this bill. This was
a take-it-or-leave-itprovision for every memberof this House
heretoday.

And so, yes, we have some frustratedmemberson our side
of the aisle who were hoping- in my judgment,beyondhope-

that this bill does in fact help their schooldistrict, and I know if
they had the opportunity to offer good, positive
recommendationsand amendmentshere today on this floor,
they would havedoneso, Mr. Speaker,but that opportunitywas
deniedby the RepublicanParty. I think that is a mistake, and I
think that as an end result, this bill will not accomplishwhat so
manypeoplehere todayclaim that it will.

Mr. Speaker,I would strongly ask for a negativevote on
concurrence.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER.The lady, Ms. Manderino,please.
Ms. MANDERITNO. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,I rise in opposition to concurrencein the Senate

bill.
I listened very carefully, and I wish that I could believe that

this would help the kids in my school district in Philadelphia.I
know that any money is desperatelyneeded in my city of
Philadelphia,and it is not an easydecision for me to say no to
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$15 million, but I am going to say no becauseI think that the
l5 million is a sham for the kids of the School District of
Philadelphia, I think the $20 million is a sham for the kids in
these 11 school districts, and I think the whole proposal is a
sham for every schoolchild in Pennsylvania.Make no mistake
about it, this is this administration’s proposal to deal with
everythingthat we know will improve schoolperformance,and
it is worth the $20-million price tag to them and no more.

Look at the proposal.With this proposal, these distressed
schools,they canpurchasenew instructionalmaterialsincluding
textbooksand technologyand relatededucationalmaterialsand
supplies; they can reduce class size in kindergartenthrough
grade 3; they can establish afterschool,summer,and weekend
programs;they canfund curriculumdevelopment;they canfund
enhancedstaff professionaldevelopment; they can fund any
other programcontained in their school district improvement
plan, andtheycando it all for $75 per student.

Now, eachandevery one of you knows that we havepassed,
we have passedlegislationout of this chamberand out of our
committeesdealing with almost each and every one of those
issues. We have passedlegislation for reducedclass size that
would help all of the childrenof Pennsylvania;we havepassed
legislation that would make sure that all of the children in
Pennsylvaniahave textbooks in their school; we have passed
legislation to deal with afterschool programs, to deal with
professionaldevelopment,to dealwith curriculumdevelopment.
We have passedthat legislation for all of the schoolchildrenof
Pennsylvania, and how come none of that legislation has
become law? Becausethis administrationdoes not want it and
we do not want to properlyfund it.

So make no mistake about it, this proposal today for
$20 million for only 11 school districts is all we are ever going
to see for purchasingequipment,for purchasingtextbooks,for
purchasingcomputers, for reducing class size, for making
afterschoolprograms,for funding curriculum development,for
professionaldevelopmentfor our teachers,or for any other
school reform measurewe think is needed.This is it. If it is
enoughfor you, go aheadand vote "yes." It is not enoughfor
me. It is not enoughfor the schoolkidsin Philadelphia.It is not
enoughfor the schoolkidsin these 11 districts. It is not enough
for any schoolkidin Pennsylvania.It is aneasy"no."

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR TIlE RECORD

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Wilt, who submitsremarksfor the record.

Mr. WILT submitted the following remarks for the
LegislativeJournal:

Thankyou.
Mn. Speaker, since we have been discussing education

empowerment,I have beenuncomfortableand I have figured out why.
It is the word "empowerment."Who is empoweredby this legislation?
We in the legislative branch believe in the legislative process. We do
not like it when our SupremeCourt, SuperiorCourt, Commonwealth
Court. on any othercourt usurpsthe power of the legislative branchby
legislating from the bench. We campaign vigorously for candidates
who vow not to do that.

Here we have a bill that empowersthe executive branch to do
exactly the same thing. Instead of going into a school district and
changingthe school board through the elective process- doing the
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hard work of recruiting quality candidatesand getting them elected -

we swoopin with a band of executivebranchappointeesto usurp the
powerof the electedofficials. Many of us fight long andhardto uphold
the principle of local control, andthis bill flies in the faceof it.

Let us not replacethe powerof the electoratewith the will of some
executivebranch appointee.The problems were createdat the local
level, and they can be solved at the local level. The solution to the
problems in our50l school districts lies in the heartsandminds of the
parentsand grandparentswithin each of thosedistricts. This executive
branch takeoverhasnot beensuccessfullydoneanywhereelse, and we
haveno evidencethat it will work here. If we have a problem in our
local schools, we will fix them by replacing thosewho createdthe
problem at the local level at theballot box.

Each of us hassomepolitical power back home. Let us useit to fix
our broken schools. Empowering the executive branch is not the
provenanswer.Vote "no" on concurrenceon SB 652.

The SPEAKER.Mr. Lynch.
Mr. LYNCH. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I was not goingto sayanything.It hasbeenkind of a lengthy

debate,but after hearingthe same old, tired argumentsabout
10 times- and I am goingto vote "yes" on this bill - I just want
to let you know, if anybody is going to be changing their
opinion on the rest of the debate, I have got a dollar in my
pocketto give you. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER.Mr. DeWeese.
The Housewill cometo order.Please.
There are threemembersyet to be heardfrom. Mr. DeWeese

is one of the three.
The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese,yields to the gentleman,

Mr. Evans.
Mr. EVANS. I would like to, Mr. Speaker, thank the

gentlemanfrom GreeneCounty, the Democraticleader.
You know, Mr. Speaker.I havebeenponderingwhat I would

say when I cometo this mike, and I guessthat what I could say
is West Oak Lane CharterSchool-. West Oak Lane Charter
School - and the reason I will say West Oak Lane Charter
School is becausethose44 childrenthat were in the well of this
House,that is what this is all about.

We too often, too many times, in my view, are involved in
what I call adult food fights, and I wantto put my recordon the
line becausethis has beena ratherdifficult issue,because,you
know, wheneveryou have theseissueson the floor, sometimes
members have a way of being so personal and taking them
personallywhenin reality we canagreeto disagree.

But I want to talk about my recordand then tell you why I
think this bill should pass. Dick Thornburgh, Governor of
Pennsylvania,neededa tax increase,and I voted for that tax
increase.I voted for that tax increasebecauseat that particular
time the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania was in trouble.
Governor Casey, $3.2 billion. I voted for that tax increase
because that was something that was needed for the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.Governor Thornburgh was a
Republican and Governor Casey was a Democrat. I think
sometimeswhat is missing in this processis that we talk past
eachother rather than to each other. I think sometimeswhat is
missing in this processis that we kind of havethe extremeson
both sides.

The fact of the matteris, do I believe that S8 652 in itself
magicallywill solve every singleproblem in those 11 districts?
The answeris no, I do not believe that. I do not believe that
SB 652 in itself will solve every single problem, but I do
understand this: I do understand, may it be the city of
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Philadelphiaor the city of Chester,whenwe as Democratswere
in charge for 12 years and therewas a DemocraticGovernor,
like there now is a RepublicanGovernor. I do realize that
somethinghas to be done,and I am not underany illusion that I
think magically SB 652 in itself will solve all of the problems
that are faced in those 11 school districts, but I do know this; I
do know this: I do know somethinghas to be done.

Now, I have playedthe political gameas much as anybody.I
have beenon both sides of it. I have understoodit, but I also
know that those who complain about the process- therehave
not beenhearingsand there havenot beendiscussions- you
know, that is usually the same kind of processthat we have
gonethrough for 20 years,Democratand Republicanalike. We
do that. We kind of go backand forth. We kind of play those
little games, but the reality of it is we have some serious
problems,and I understandthat, no, this bill will not magically
solve them, but I do realizethat we havegot to do something.

And, no, I do not disagreethat the memberson this side of
the aisle should havehad much more opportunity to participate
in the process,to sit in the process;I do not disagreewith that,
becauseI amneveragainstthe ideaof membershaving a chance
to be involved in the process,but I do know this: I do know that
there is a problem. I do know that somethinghas to be done,
and it is always not easywith some of the choicesthat are put
before us. A decision has to be made, and I hope once this
decisionis made,thosewho are for it andthosewho are against,
that they recognizethat this is just the beginning. There are
many other thingsthat we haveto do.

I was the first one to pushback in 1991 that we have to
change the way we fund public education.I said that back in
1991 that we haveto changethe way we fund public education.
I will be the first one to say it. I will be prepared. I havesaid
that the way we fund public education is not the way to go.
However, I do believe there needs to be accountability of
teachersand principals and studentsand legislatorsand all of
us. Thereneedsto be accountabilityto every singleone of us.

I also know that when it really boils down to it, it is about
having family support; it is about having a good teacher; it is
abouthavinggood principals;and it is abouthaving community
support, and I do understandthat money is a factor. I do not
believe- I am notone who is goingto saythat moneyis not a
factor, but I also understandthis, that after we go backand forth
and we kind of play thesegamesbackand forth, the bottomline
is we havesomefailing school districts in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.

No, SB 652 is not perfect.So I do not want anybodyleaving
here putting out press releasesthinking that SB 652 in itself
magically is going to solve things. But guess what? It is an
attempt to do something; it is an attempt to do somethingfor
failing schooldistricts, for districts that have beenfailing for an
awful long time, and we can no longerput our heads,our heads
in the groundand say, well, this is not it. We havegot to wait
until we completelyget reducedclass size or we havegot to fix
the property tax systemor we always have got to fix these
systemsuntil we do something.Well, let me tell you something.
Those44 children that you saw come here today do not have
time while we sit aroundlike Ping-Pongand go backand forth.
Somethinghas to be done.

No. I am not looking for applause.I am serious; I am not,
becauseat some point in this processeducationcannot be as
partisanas it has been, and I would be the first one to say that I
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have beenas guilty in playing that samegame, but now I have
madea pledge.May it be ideasfrom this side or ideas from this
side or ideasfrom the Governor,I am willing to put the ideason
the tableandgive thema chanceto work. I am willing to look at
them and see.No, I do not think so. I do not want anybody to
think you think, becauseI am voting for this, that I think
magicallyevery single failed school in the city of Philadelphia
is going to turn around. I do not want you to believe that; I do
not want you to believethat.

And for thosewho run aroundand say, well, this is just not
enough money,well, you know, we put $5 billion into public
education,and I voted for it, and I voted for the taxesto go with
it. So I want you to be clear about that. I am not one who said I
voted for the budget.I voted for the taxes that went with this
budget.So I can say that my credentialsare thereabout voting
for more money for public education.That is not an issue.The
issuehas to be once and for all us facingup to that nobodyhas
the silver bullet. Republicans,GovernorRidge, Democrats,the
PSEA, PFT PennsylvaniaFederationof Teachers,they do not
have the silver bullet. We all havegot to come together and
figure out a strategyto make the school systemwork for every
singlechild, every singlechild.

For those who keep saying, well, I am not going to go for
this until I get somethingperfect, well, you cannot do that in
life, becauseif you wait until somethingperfect. guesswhat?
We are not going to do anything; we are not going to do
anything if you keeptelling me, well, this bill is justnot right; it
is not the right fit; it is not the right fit. Well, what is the right
fit? Whenis it going to be the right fit?

Now, I understandthe one-upmanship;I understandthat,
because I play just as much as anybody else with the
one-upmanship,but I am saying to you very sincerely,no, I do
not think SB 652 magically will solve it, but I will vote for it.
and I will vote for anything else if it comesfrom a Democrat,a
Republican, a liberal, moderate, conservative, black, white,
yellow, that I think is an attemptto do something.That is what I
am going to do. I want you to understandthat. I am at the point
in the stageat this point in this careerthat I want to seewhat I
saw with those 44 kids that you saw on this floor, and they
would not have had the opportunity if we did not pass the
CharterSchool Law 3 years ago; they would not havehad the
opportunity.

So let us give it a chance. It is not as extremeas everybody
says.You know, we aregoing to lose this thing; we are going to
lose that thing. You know, you would think sometimeswith the
stuff that takesplace on this floor that the world was going to
cometo a stop. You would think that by thesevotes that we do
on this floor, you would really think that all of a sudden
everythingwill cometo a stop basedon what we do here. Let
me tell you something.I hateto tell you. I do not want to bust
your bubble. I do not know how many people,unfortunately,
pay attention to us at all, becausevoting participation is down.
Peoplethink lessand lessof our ability to get things done.

So I am saying to you, look, would I like for membersto
have more input? Yes. Would I like for there to be public
hearings?Yes. Would I like for dialogue and discussion?Yes.
I would like for all of that to happen,but guesswhat? It is not
happening.

I am going to vote for SB 652, and I would encourageyou
just once- And Mr. Lynch is right, becausespeechesdo not
mean anything around here. I know you have got your mind
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madeup, but I just thoughtI neededjust to say this. You know,
I wanted to say, so when I vote for this, I want you to
understandthat I am voting for this because,in my view, it is an
attemptto do somethingaboutthesefailing schools.

Thank you very much.
The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Belfanti.
Mr. BELFANTI. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I did not intend to rise at the endof this debate,but because

of the public policy matterbeforeus, and more importantly, the
process that brought us here, and most importantly, the
comments made by two of my party leaders in the past
15 minutes,I feel obliged to say a few things.

Mr. Speaker, over the course of the past three legislative
sessions,every major piece of controversial public policy has
been voted upon by these membersin the same manner- a
last-minute,eleventh-hourencyclopediaplaced into anotherbill,
in a conferencecommitteeor a Rules Committee,and sent to
this floor without the possibility for the committeeprocessto do
its job or for memberson this floor to amendthe bills - and up
until we had the supermajorityrules imposedupon us by some
membersof my own caucus,we had the ability vote by vote,
amendmentby amendment,to try and impact a controversial
bill suchas this, and that was taken away from us a coupleof
terms ago, and that has beenone of the biggest hammersthat
the majority party has had to beatthat anvil, to beatthat drum,
and to stop my 60,000constituentsfrom having a say or a voice
on this floor.

I mentionedtwo of my leadersmade remarks.Oneof them,
Mike Veon, chastisedthe Republicansfor refusing to allow
Democratic membersto take part in this process,and he was
90 percentright, because90 percentof that caucusvoted to do
that on everyproceduralmotion. Then one of my other leaders
stood up and gave his pitch, excuse,or whatever you want to
call it, for his rationalefor being for this bill that containssome
very good parts. I think I held it up about 2 hours agoand said,
there is a good bill somewhereinside of this bill, but that leader
would vote for anything to correcthisproblemsin Philadelphia.
Unfortunately, it is at the expenseof 490 school districts who
are not having the problem.I haveschool districts in my district
that are underfundedbecausewe are now only funding 35 or
36 percentof our obligation,of our 50-percentobligation. So I
do not wantthe problemsin Philadelphiato be foisted upon me.

I have supported Philadelphia and I have supported
Pittsburgh on very highly emotionally charged controversial
bills, but I do know one thing. As the Appropriationschairman
on my side of the aisle hasevery right to vote his conscienceon
matters of controversysuch as this, when he, as my leader,
forces me and has the help of a small minion of people to
precludemy constituentsfrom having a voice, then I also have
somerights. I haverights on whom I will vote for for leadership
next time around, next election year, and my votes for leaders
are goingto be for peoplewho are going to vote-.-- If they have
a problem in their legislative district, I will be there to help
them. Do not fix one in mine when I do not haveone, and I do
not appreciatemy leadership-

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, the question before the
House is one of concurrence.Please.

Mr. BELFANTI. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I will stick to the issueof concurrence.
The reasonwe are forced to vote on this bill in this manner-

unamendable,with all of the bad stuff in it - is becauseof
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participation from membersof my caucus, and for whatever
reasonthey havedone that, that is their reason,butagain, I have
my own votesnext year to make, and I will make them in the
bestof my conscience.Thankyou.

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman, Mr. Cohen, desire
recognition?

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker,in the courseof this debate,we
have heardadmissionswhich are commendablein the sensethat
they show anabsenceof demagoguery.

We have heard that this bill is not perfect. We have heard
this bill hasproblems.We haveheardthat this bill will not solve
all problems. What we havenot heard in the course of the
debate is any defense of this bill which points to specific
provisionsof this bill andshows how these specific provisions
are going to createspecific results.

We have in Philadelphiaand all the otherof the II districts
and in someof thenondirectlyaffected districtshere,we havea
very high dropout rate. We have not heardany statementfrom
anybodythat the dropout rate in the affecteddistricts is going to
go down if this bill passes;nobodysaid that.

We havelow testscoresin the districts most directly affected
by this bill. Nobody has said test scoresare going to go up if
this bill passes.

We havehuge problemswith school violence. Nobody has
said thereis going to be less school violenceif this bill passes.

Now, in a way, as I said, the absenceof promises is
somewhatrefreshing;it is also an absenceof demagoguery,but
I still think this bill imposessignificant costs.The costs that this
bill imposesis that on certain dates in the very near future,
people who now have a secure job are going to lose that
security,andbeing rationalpeople,what they are going to do is
spendanenormousamountof time applying for jobs elsewhere.
Currently in Philadelphiathereare about 100 vacancies.At the
start of the school year in Philadelphia there were
2,500 vacancies.I think it is safe to predictthat at the start of
the next school year there are going to be a lot more than
2,500 vacanciesin the PhiladelphiaSchool District. I think it is
safe to say thatvacanciesall overare goingto go up.

Mr. Speaker,I do not believethis bill is bad becauseit only
makesminor changeswhich are going to only produceminor
benefits. I think this bill is going to produce virtually no
benefits. It is going to make major adversechanges,and as I
said earlier, with all of the problemsof the Philadelphiaschools,
with all of the problemsin other districts, 5, 10 years later we
are going to look at the year 2000 and it is going to be the
golden days; it is going to be the good old days. The school
districts are going to get worse; they are going to get
dramaticallyworse, and we are not going to be very proud of
whatwe havedone.

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanks the gentleman,Mr. Cohen.
Mr. Roebuck,the questionof concurrence.
Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
A previous speaker alluded to the young people who

performedhere today, and I think we indeedought to be proud
of those young people who come from a charter school in
Philadelphia. Indeed, they representperhaps what all of us
would like young peopleto be, but if we look at that particular
charterschool,Mr. Speaker,if memoryservesme correctly, the
road to this legislative body was not an easy one. As I
remember,therewere particularproblemswhen that school was
first establishedin terms of organizationand structure,and we
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are to be proud today that those problemshavebeenovercome
and thosestudentsstandbefore us representativeof a successful
charterschool, but if we put that particular charterschool in the
context of this bill, the charterschool has beenin existence,the
bill has beenin existencefor 3 yearsandwe say we are giving
thesedistresseddistricts only 2 yearsto do what this schoolhad
difficulty doing.

What are we saying, Mr. Speaker?Are we saying that
somehow we can now magically resolve the problems of
districts that havebeendistressedfor many, many years in the
short span of 2 years,when indeed evenschoolsof substantial
support, created with lots of parental involvement, with
substantialfinancial resources,have difficulty doing that?V/hat
are we saying,Mr. Speaker?That somehowwe found a solution
that allows us to overcome that difficulty? If we have, I wish
that someonewould share that with us, becauseI think we could
all benefit from it.

Mr. Speaker,further, we have heard a lot about the fact that
this is not a bill that solvesall the problemswe havebut that we
haveto do something. We haveheard that this is somehowthe
only opportunity that we will haveto addressthis issueand that
we cannotafford to wait any longer, becauseindeed, if I take
the languagethat hasbeenused,the rhetoric that hasbeenused,
it seemsas if we stand at the edgeof a cliff and we are on the
vergeof beingpushedover or we are slipping down the slope or
somehowwe are falling overinto utter darknessand chaos.

Well, Mr. Speaker,I recognizethat we have problems, but
what are we doing? Are we saying that we are solving those
problems by addressingthe needs of individual kids? No.
Do we provide in this bill money that talks about individual
studentswho needhelp?No. Do we addressthe problem of all
the kids in thesedistrictswho needhelp?No. What do we say?
We say we are giving moneyto schools. Well, in my district,
which is a very large district, we are giving money to the
schoolsevenif they do not haveproblems?Or if they do, are we
going to target those kids in the schools that are working who
need help somehow?Or what is the magical formula that
producesthe result that we want? How do we get the services
that are needed,the help that is neededto those individual kids,
someof whom in factare in good schoolsthat are achievingbut
who needhelp? Nothing in this bill addressesthat. Somehow
we think that we cantarget a school and say,you are somehow
inadequate;you are in distress,and somehowwe give them a bit
of moneythat will solve the problem.

There has been talk here also about accountability. Well,
somehowI think thereshould be a measureof accountability,
but accountabilitymust be very cheap,Mr. Speaker,becausewe
are buying it for $15 million. That is very cheapaccountability.
I know the students in my school district are worth far more
than $15 million. They deservefar more from this legislative
body.

I think that we need. Mr. Speaker,to look, if we want to
‘addressthis problem,we needto look seriouslyat it. We need
not to believethat somehow,somewhere,thereis going to be an
additionalpot of money; somehow,somewhere,in someweeks
beyondthis therewill be new solutionsthat will be offeredto us
to solve the problems of our school districts. The reality is,
Mr. Speaker,you have before you what you are going to get,
plain and simple.

This is a flawed, it is a bad piece of legislation. I am
particularly distressed,Mr. Speaker,that in identifying those
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districts that are in greatestdistress,we somehowhave targeted
those districts that have a large minority population. There is
somethingwrong if we as a legislative body cannot deliver
educational services to kids in a better way than this,
particularly to minority kids. I think as a legislative body, we
needto look at that particular responsibility,and if we cansolve
it for $15 million, well, then maybe we can work indeed the
greatestmiracle of all time when we say that that is whatthose
kids are worth, becausethat is what we put into this bill to
addresstheir particularproblems.

Mr. Speaker,I would urgemy colleaguesto vote againstthis
measure,but let me also makeone other point. Let us measure
accountabilityin a realway. If you wantthis legislation, then be
accountablefor it. If you vote for it, be accountablefor that
vote. Let us comebackand haveyou comebefore us in 1 year
or 2 years and tell us how this bill has worked and how this
measureof accountability at the cost of $15 million that you
might vote for producesa significant difference in the lives of
our kids in this State. I hope,Mr. Speaker,that I am wrong. I
hope that when we go those 2 years,indeedif we should pass
this bill, which I hopewe will not, memberscancome beforeus
and say, yes, there have been measurableand substantial
differences,but if we cannot, then indeed the onus of this
particular piece of legislation will rest very heavily on every
memberwho choosesto put up a "yes" vote on theboardtoday.

Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The gentlemanfrom Philadelphia County,

Mr. Thomas.Do you desire further recognition?
Mr. THOMAS. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker,I rise for two reasons.Number one, I want to

caution memberson both sides of the aisle. We all come from
66 different counties,all having different interests.There will
be a numberof things that we can agreeon; there will be some
things that we will notbe ableto agreeon. And, Mr. Speaker,it
is imperativethat we keep our eyeson the prize, and our eyes
on the prize is really aboutcoming up with public policy that is
going to deal with this whole issue of education, public
education.

And so I cautionus that justbecauseyou and I disagreeis no
reasonwhy we shouldhave theseconversationsgoing on about
what I am going to or not going to do for Philadelphia in the
future, because,Mr. Speaker,I rise to say on the whole issueof
concurrence,I keep a recordof everythingthat I do, and I know
that probably, as many other members, I havevoted for issues
that have been endemic to counties throughout the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,and more often than not,
Philadelphia was not included in it. Philadelphia has been
extremely supportive of both suburbanand rural and other
urban pansof the State.So I cautionmembersto let us not let
this get out of hand.

I also, secondly on the issue of concurrence,I caution us
and I urge us to really look at this issue in its proper venue.
Mr. Speaker,I have been here five terms, and this issue of
public educationin funding is an issuethat hasbeenbefore us in
all five terms.There are budgets that I have refusedto vote for
simply becausetherewas inadequatefunding in that budget for
basiceducationand therewas an unwillingnessto come up with
a formula that wasequitable.I haveseenand voted for a whole
varietyof proposals,and at the endof the dayvery few of those
proposals actually provided substantive dollars to try to do
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somethingregardlessof whetherit wasPhiladelphiaCountyor
someothercounty.

Mr. Speaker,the children of Pennsylvania,whether they be
from Philadelphia County or from NorthumberlandCounty,
needusto take a step forward today, not a step that is going to
representthe end gain, not a step that is going to represent
completenesson this issue,butjust a step forward.

I trust and hope that when we return to sessionafter this
vote, that the Education Committee and any other committee
gets busy in coming up with a way to deal with this issue all
acrossPennsylvania,becauseit is not going to go away. School
districts are still on their way to State court, some of those
school districts are even in Federalcourt, and have basically
said that we have renegedon our obligation to provide for an
educational system that is efficient, and the fundamental
questionthat comesinto play whenwe talk about a systemthat
is thoroughand efficient is a questionof resources.

This is the first time that I have seena bill to provide for
technologyand accessto technology.Now, think about it for a
minute. The year 2000 is the first time that a prescription has
beenlaid out to try and bring school districts andmany schools
into the 21st century. I recall the Governorsaying at one point
that the day that Pennsylvaniaestablishedits Web page, that
within a very short period of time, there were over 3 million
entries on that Web page. Now, Mr. Speaker,3 million entries
in a very short period of time. What are we asking of our
children? Ourchildren, we needto providethe resourcesso that
our children cannot only becomepractitionersof the Internet
but becomecraftsmenof the Internet. We all havetheselaptop
computers;we haveaccessto technologyhere in the Houseand
in the Senate; why should not children have access to
technologyat the local level? Many of us have schools.I have
several schools that cannot even put a computer in the
administrativeoffices simply becausethe building is not wired
in a way to provide for that. This bill will help with that.

So, Mr. Speaker,I just wantto say to people from both sides
of the aisle, colleagues from both sides of the aisle, from
upstate,downstate,and in the middle of the State,no, 652 is not
going to solve all of the problems, but 652 representsa first
step. It is almost analogousto what we did last week when we
said that it was time to eliminate property taxes as a venue for
funding public education.Now, we took that stand without any
definitive explanationas to how we were going to replace the
property tax or how we were going to fund public education.
We did that without any understandingof what was going to
happen,but we were committedto doing something,and that is
why that bill was ableto move forward.

By analogy, 652 is not going to solve the problems,and in
many casesit might createproblemsthat we are going to have
to deal with. But as the old peopleusedto say, sometimesyou
have to take what you got, put it in a bag, shake it up, and if
more good than bad comesout, then stand for it. If more bad
than good comesout, then dismissit. I think whenyou take 652,
put it in a bag, shakeit up, there is more good than bad that
comesout. It representsa first step, and let us not make it the
last step. Let us take it and build on it until every child in
Pennsylvania,regardlessof where that child comes from, has
accessto a quality, to a quality educationalsystemthat is going
to becomea real bridgeof opportunity for them to go as far as
theywant to go.

Thankyou.
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The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Horsey.
Mr. HORSEY.Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I have heard both sides of the aisle and

leadership make comments on this particular SB 652 on
concurrence,and there is an overridingpoint that a multitude of
members in this chamber do not understand,and that is, in
Philadelphiathereare 215,000kids, and 8 out of every 10 kids
in Philadelphiaare black. Now, thereare issues,Mr. Speaker,
that supersedepolitics, party lines, leadership,and everything
else, and this is one of those issues - I am very sorry,
Mr. Speaker- and as a result, over the years, I heard my
colleague,Mr. Evans,suggesting,as a result, over the years
with this chamberposturingon different issuesand, you know,
which way we should go here and which way we should go
thereandwe shoulddo this and we should notdo that, S out of,
you know, every 10 kids areblack, and most of them are failing.

If you mentiondigital divide to kids-
The SPEAKER.The gentlemanwill yield, please.
There is a strong undercurrentof noise on the floor. The

gentlemandeservesto be heard. Please,conferencesmove to
the outerrooms.

Mr. Horsey.
Mr. HORSEY.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
Now, if you mention digital divide in Philadelphia,most

people,and especiallykids, do not know what you are talking
about. If you mentionlaptops in Philadelphia,most of the kids
think you are talking about a dance.

Now, Mr. Speaker,thereare issuesthat are very closeto us
andthey supersedeparty lines andeverythingelse,Mr. Speaker,
andthis is one of those votes, Mr. Speaker,andno one cantell
you, generally speaking, on these real personalissueshow to
vote andwhat to do. We are going to vote our conscience,and
that is what this type of vote is, Mr. Speaker;this is a vote of
conscience.

Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
Mr. DeWeese.The gentlemanwill yield.
Please.Thereare two speakersleft, the two floor leaders.
Mr. Myers desiresrecognition. Mr. DeWeese,do you want

to yield?
Mr. DeWEESE.Mr. Speaker,I do not know whetherI would

like to follow this gentlemanor not.
Mr. MYERS. Mr. Speaker,I want to first talk about a young

manwho waselectedin the city of Philadelphiaas mayor in the
most recentelection and who has come out of the gate totally
committedto educationfor our children. Mr. Streethasbeenthe
most activemayor I canrememberin my lifetime, and some of
you all may be a little olderthan me, but in my lifetime the most
active mayor I have ever seen, who is totally committed to
educatingand full funding of public educationas we know it,
who is totally committedto technologicaladvancementin our
schools, who is totally committed to standardsof performance
and measurableoutcomes.Mr. Street has met with every
organizationin the city of Philadelphia that has an interest in
education.He has had town meetingsin every single sectorof
Philadelphia.

The SPEAKER.Mr. Myers, concurrence.
Mr. MYERS. On concurrence- thank you, Mr. Speaker-on

concurrence,I just got a letter, and I want to read the last
sentencein this letter so people can understandwhere I am,
becauseas I said before, I am committedto my mayor and his
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stanceon children, on concurrence.From the mayor’s secretary
of education: "The Streetadministrationsupportsthe conceptof
this legislation"and asksthat we all do the same.

Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
TheSPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
Mr. DeWeese.
Members,please.
Mr. DeWeese.
Mr. DeWEESE.On concurrence,Mr. Speaker.
I believe that SB 652 is a lie. I believe it is a lie to the

childrenofPennsylvania.As the gentleman,Mr. Veon, asserted,
this bill doesnothing to reduceclasssizes in our State.This bill
does nothing to provide for full-time kindergartenin our State.
This bill doesnothing, Mr. Speaker,to endsocial promotionin
our State.It is a lie to thechildrenof the State.

I would ask for a nonconcurrencevote, but I realizethat the
proceduralvotesearlier in the day are indicative of only about
90 of us probably, and maybe fewer, that will vote to
nonconcur.What shouldbe rememberedfrom today is that not
all that long ago we came here to remedyproperty taxes, and
the proposalthat waspassedby the Assemblyandsigned by the
Governor on a similar concurrencemotion, Act 50, was
embracedby 3 -3 school districts out of 501. The propertytax
dilemma was not solved. The problems of the Philadelphia
schoolsand our other challengedschoolswill not be solved by
this proposal. This is a lie. This is an ignominious and, as
Mr. Surrasaid,a paltry effort.

Now, I am in favor of helping the Street administration
in Philadelphia, but they assert that they need $200 or
$300 million. This is a $20-million proposal, and the
Republicanbosseson this floor from Philadelphia are making
certain, for the GOP rural delegation to take note of. that
75 percentof the money that we spend here today will go to
Philadelphia,$15 million out of $20 million, but that is only
about 3 or 4 percent, 3 or 4 percent, 3 or 4 percent of the
amount of money that it will take to attack the problem,
accordingto officials in the city of Philadelphiaitself.

On the procedure,Mr. Speaker,we do not seemto do things
the way our traditionsprovide. We did workers’ compensation
on a similar concurrencevote; the gasolinetax within a couple
of hours; HMO health maintenanceorganization reform
within a couple of hours; the stadiumvote, which I supported,
within a couple of hours; vouchers;electric dereg.Again and
again and again, our committee system is moribund if not
defunct, except for the campaignfinance reform effort in the
StateGovernmentCommittee.

We are abrogatingour job to Eugene1-lickok today. My
reasonfor being againstconcurrenceis not that I haveanything
against the Honorable Eugene Hickok, the Secretary of
Education, but I think by doing this we are the same as a
centralizedState bureaucracy.Eugene Hickok, Czar Eugene,
Eugene the First - he will be by virtue, by virtue of this
legislationable to takeover-

The SPEAKER. Mr. DeWeese,would you yield for a
moment, please.

Mr. DeWeese.
Mr. DeWEESE.Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,for the

courtesy.
I do not want to dwell on Czar Eugene the First, but

nevertheless,I think that the takeovermechanismsthat will be
instigated by this proposal will allow the Secretary of
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Education, whether it is Mr. Hickok or one of his successors,
with two appointedpeople at his or her side to be dominant
influenceswithin these11 districtsand createwaivers that could
impactandwill impact manyother districts.

WhenI look acrossthe aisle- and this hasbeentoday in the
proceduralrealman 80-20 divide or an 85-15 divide - but when
I look at the Republicans,I think of the rhetoric of so long ago
and even in contemporarytimes about local control - local
control.The reasonI do not want to concur in this matteris that
school boards,who are the only statutorily authorizedentity to
raisethe revenue,to raisethe taxesto supportthesematters,will
be supersededby Mr. Hickok and his collaborators.Who in
their right mind is going to want to participateat the elemental,
fundamentalschool board level when their only obligation will
be to raise the revenue, to raise the taxes, to pay for whatever
CzarEugenethe First decidesto promulgate?I thoughtI was
dealing with peopleon your side of the aisle, Mr. Speaker,the
Republicanside of the aisle, before the big Republicanliberal
bosses from Lancasterand Philadelphia got involved in the
process.To bring this, a centralizedState ethos, is beyondmy
ability to imagine. I thoughtyou folks were for local control.

Czar Eugene the First, if he wishes, can hire unlicensed
teachersby this matter. If we are going to hire unlicensed
teachers,if that is going to be a decision in Inc. Magazineand
ForbesMagazineand the Wall StreetJournal,and otherentities
advocate that, then that should be a decision made by local
school boards, locally elected school boards.This centralized
State bureaucracyis what we taught against at West Point
during the cold war for 50 years,and now we havepeopleon
your side of the aisle embracing it. Contractingout to private
companiesfor supportwithin the schooldistrict, if that is a good
idea, let the local school districts through their elected boards
decide. I do not want to concur on this, becauseI do not think
that the Secretary of Education should unilaterally be
contracting out for private services unless there is a school
board vote on the matter. I am not arguing the efficacy of
contracting out right now; I am saying it is a local control
matter.

Charter schools. The Secretary of Education can come
forward and bring us charter schools, at the drop of the
proverbial hat, if this legislation is adopted. If you are for
charter schools, then why not, why not, Mr. Speaker,allow
local school boards, local governing bodies, to make those
decisions, not - not - legislators from Philadelphia, or
GreeneCountyfor that matter.

The honorablemajority leadertime and time and time again
- his rhetoric is refreshingly consistenton this matter - has
declared that he does not want to throw money at the
Philadelphia schools, but that is what he is doing today,
Mr. Speaker.Twenty million dollars is chicken feed when you
look at the overall problem just in the city of Philadelphia,
which is a $200- to $300-million problem,and statewidewe are
talking about something,as Nick Colafella, the chairmanof our
Education Committee on our side of the aisle, said, that
consumes50 percentof the State dollars. Half of all the money
we spendin this Commonwealthis for education.and by your
leave, by your leave, we are making a decision that will impact
public educationthroughoutthe State for a long, long time to
come, andthe majority leaderand his caucusand our Govemor,
notwithstandingtheir protestationsto the contrary heretofore,
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are throwing money - throwing money - at the Philadelphia
SchoolDistrict and certainlynot in a well thoughtout manner.

I would ask that we nonconcurfor all the reasonsenumerated
by the gentlemanfrom Elk County, the gentlemanfrom Beaver
County, from someof my colleaguesfrom PhiladelphiaCounty.
It is imperativefor you to realize that in Act 50 of the property
tax debate,you heard all this grandioserhetoric abouthow this
was going to take care of our property taxes in the State of
Pennsylvania.Pleaseremember,only 3 school districts out of
501 got involved and workedforward on Act 50, andwe will be
back here within months, we will be backhere in short order,
Mr. Speaker,to try to attackthe realproblemsof our State.

It is an ignominious shame, and as one of my colleagues
from IndianaCounty, I believe, one of my colleaguessaid, a
sham of the first magnitude,that with hundredsand hundreds
and hundredsand hundredsof millions of dollars, a couple of
billion dollars in the last six budget cycles, that we havenot
reduced class sizes, that we have not made full-time
kindergarten a priority, that we have not done more for
Head Start, that we have not done more against social
promotions. This is gossamer;this is inconsequential.This is
typical of the Republicanpromulgationsfrom the well of the
majority leadershippulpit. This bill is a lie.

The SPEAKER.The gentleman,Mr. Perzel,on concurrence.
Mr. PERZEL. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
I wasjust commenting,I did not know that I was a boss,but

I guessI am a boss.
Mr. Speaker,the easiestthing for us all to do is to continue

on with the statusquo. That is easy.Leadingis the hard thing to
do. You all know that this has been a difficult day, but the
numberone issuethat we needto do as leadersis to improve the
quality of life for the children that we are trying to help out
there. It is 246,000children that are in those 11 failed school
districts. We cannotcontinue to sacrifice the children and their
futureswhile we engagein endlesspolitical debatehere on the
floor. We need leaders for this issue, Mr. Speaker.We need
leaderswho are going to say that they are not going to put up
with a quarterof a million kids failing year after yearafter year.

You all believe that no matter what school district a child
lives in, that they shouldhave the opportunityto succeed.They
shouldhavethe opportunity to get ahead,to get a good job, to
own a home, to own a car, and be productive members of
society. and we havesat here, truthfully, for yearsandyearsand
yearsand never reallydonethat. I am not going to saythis is the
end of the debate,but truthfully, you are debating it. You may
have not liked being here all these hours, but I will tell you
what, you areabout to do one of the major changesin education
that we haveever done in the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,
andI hopethat every oneof those 250,000kids, roughly, makes
it. I really do hopethat.

But I am askingyou all to be leadersand do the right thing
here this afternoon,this eveningnow. This is your only chance
right now to do this, and you know that you havebeenhere, a
tot of you a tong time, and you neverhad the chance.This is the
only chancethat you will haveto make this type of changein
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,and I am asking you
pleaseto supportusand pleasevote "yes" to supportthis issue.

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman.
On the question of concurrence, those in favor of

concurring-
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The SPEAKER.Mr. Colafella, I am going to recognizeyou, Butkovitz Hanna Pistella Sturla

butbeing fair, we always haveallowedthe last two speechesto Buxton Harhai Platts Surra
Caltagirone Herman Preston Tangretti

be the two floor leadersor the proponentand the opponentto Casorio Hess Readshaw Tigue
the measure.You knew that, I had announcedit, and I am Cohen.L. I. Josephs Robinson Travaglio
slightly offended by your seeking recognition; however, I Cohen. M. Kaiser Roebuck Trello

Colafella Kirkland Rooney Van Homerecognizeyou at this time. Costa Laughlin RutTing Veon
Mr. COLAFELLA. Thankyou,Mr. Speaker. Coy Lawless Sainalo Vitali
Mr. Speaker,I would like to interrogatethe majority leader, Cuny Lescovitz Samuelson walko

please. Daley Lucyk Santoni Willlianis

The SPEAKER.The gentlemanindicates he will not stand Dt1W Manderino Sather Wilt
Dermody Mann Saylor Wojnaroski

for interrogation. DeWeese Markosek Schuler Yewcic
Mr. COLAFELLA. So I will makea briefstatement. Eachus Mayemik Scrimenci Yudichak

Mr. Speaker, the question that I was going to ask the Forcier McCall Semmel

majority leader was, was there any legislator involved in the
compositionof this legislation,and quite frankly, I do not think NOT VOTIING-2

so, and what bothersme about what we are doing today is that
Hershey Washington

we are being sold out. This legislatureis being sold out. We had
no input on the major educationallegislation, one of the most

EXCUSED-Ssignificant piecesof educationlegislation. I would be willing to
bet that not one legislator here hadanything to do with it, and Cappabianca LaGrotta Roberts Seyfert
that is sad.It is a sadday for this legislature. Gigliotti

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.I hope everyonewho votes is in
their seattonight.

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthegentleman. The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the questionwas determinedin the affirmative

On the questionrecurring, and the amendmentsto Houseamendmentsas amendedby the
Will the House concur in Senate amendmentsto House RulesCommitteewere concurredin.

amendmentsas amendedby theRulesCommittee? Ordered, That the clerk retum the same to the Senatefor
concurrence.

Thefollowing roll call was recorded:

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR B
YEAS-I04

Adolph Egoff Maher Rohrer RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35
Allen Evans Maitland Ross
Argall Fairchild Major Rubley Mr. FRANKEL called up HR 486, PN 3484, entitled:Armstrong Fargo Marsico Schroder
Baker Feese Masland Smith. S. H.
Bard Fichter McGeehan Snyder A Resolutionrecognizingthe naming of the ForbesQuadrangleat
Barley Fleagle McGill Steil the University of Pittsburghas the WesleyW. PosvarHall.
Barrar Flick Mc!lhattan Stern
Bastian Gannon Mcllhinney Stevenson
Birmelin Geist Metcalfe Strittmauer On the question,
Bishop Gladeck Micozzie Taylor, E. Z. Will the Houseadopt the resolution?
Browne Godshall Miller. R. Taylor, J.
Bunt Habay Miller. S. Thomas

The following roll call was recorded:Cam Harhart Myers Trich
Cawley Hasay Nailor True
Chadwick Hennessey Nickol Tulli YEAS-192
Civera Honey O’Brien Vance
Clark Hutchinson Oliver Waters Adolph Evans Markosek SchroderClymer .Jadlowiec One wogan Allen Fairchild Marsico schuler
Cornell James Perzel Wright Argall Fargo Masland ScrimentiCorrigan Keller Phillips Youngblood Armstrong Feese Mayernik SernrnelDailey Kenney Pippy Zimmerman Baker Fichier McCall Shaner
Daily Krebs Ramos Zug Bard Fleagle McGeehan Smith,B.Dempsey Lederer Raymond Barley Flick McGill Smith, S. H.DiGirolamo Leh Remand Barrar Forcier Mcllhattan SnyderDonatucci Levdansky Rieger Ryan, Bastian Frankel McI Ihinney SolobayDruce Lynch Speaker Battisto Freeman McNaughton Staback

Bebko-Jones Gannon Melio Stairs
NAYS-91 Belardi Geist Metcalfe Steelman

Belfanti George Michlovic Steil
Battisto Frankel McNaughton Shaner Benninghoff Godshali Micozzie Stern

Bebko-Jones Freeman Melio Smith, B. Birmelin Gn.icela Miller, R, Sietler

Belardi George Michlovic Solobay Bishop Gruitza Miller, S. Stevenson
Blaum Habay Mundy Stnittmatter

Belfanli Gordner Mundy Staback Boyes Haluska Myers Sturla
Benntnghoff Grucela Pesci Stairs Browne Henna Naitor Surra
Blaum Gruitza Petrarca Steelman Bunt Harhai Nickol Tangretti
Boyes Haluska Petrone Stetler Buxton Harhart OBrien Taylor. F. Z.
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Caltagirone Hasay Oliver Taylor, J. VOTE CORRECTIONSCam Hennessey One Thomas
Casorio Herman Perzel Tigue
Cawley Hershey Pesci Travagtio The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the lady from
Chadwick Hess Petrarca Trelto PhiladelphiaCounty,Ms. Washington.
Civera Honey Petrone Trich Ms. WASHINGTON. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.Clark Hutchinson Phillips True
Clymer Jadlowiec Pippy Tutu My switch did not operate.I want to be recordedas a "yes"
Cohen, L. I. James Pistetla Vance on SB 652.
Cohen,M. Josephs Platts Van Home The SPEAKER.The remarksof the lady will be spreaduponColafella Kaiser Preston Veon
Cornell Keller Ramos Vitali the record.
Corrigan Kenney Raymond Watko Any further corrections?Mr. Pippy.
Costa Kirkland Readshaw Washington Mr. PIPPY. SB 652, the motion to suspendthe niles, I wasCoy Krebs Remand Waters
Curry Laughlin Rieger Williams not recorded.I would like to be recordedin the negative.
Dailey Lawless Robinson Wilt The SPEAKER.The remarksof the gentlemanwill be spread
Daley Lederer Roebuck Wogan uponthe record.Daily Leh Rohrer Wojnaroski
DeLuca Lescovitz Rooney Wright
Dempsey Levdansky Ross Youngblood
Dermody Lucyk Rubley Yudichak
DeWeese Lynch RutTing Zimmerman SENATE MESSAGE
DiGiroiamo Maher Sainato Zug
Donatucci Maitland Santoni HOUSE AMENDMENTSDruce Major Sather
Eachus Manderino Saylor Ryan, CONCURREDIN BY SENATE
Egoif Mann Speaker

The clerk of the Senate,being introduced, informedthat the
NAYS-2 Senatehasconcurredin the amendmentsmadeby the Houseof

Representativesto SB 380, PN 1895.Gordner Samuelson

NOT VOTING-3
BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER

Butkovitz Gladeck Yewcic

Bills numberedand entitled as follows having beenprepared
EXCUSED-5 for presentationto the Governor,andthe samebeing correct,the

titles were publicly readas follows:
Cappabianca LaGrotta Roberts Seyfert
Gigliotti

SB 380, PN 1895

An Act amendingTitle 42 Judiciary and Judicial Procedureof
The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for guardians

was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was ad litem in juvenile matters;further providing for counsel in juvenile
adopted. matters, for adjudications in certain juvenile matters and for the

registrationof sexualoffenders;andmaking arepeal.

IITERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS SB 544, PN562
COMMITTEE MEETING

An Act designating a bridge over the SusquehannaRiver in
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Clinton County as the ConstitutionBridge.

Mr. Flick, for the purpose of making a committee
announcement. Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presenceof the House,

Mr. FLICK. Thank you. Mr. Speaker. signedthe same.
I would like to call an immediate meeting of the House

IntergovernmentalAffairs Committeein the rear of the House
to considertwo resolutions. PARLLANLENTARY INQUIRY

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,

COMMITTEE MEETING Mr. Gordner.
Mr. GORDNIER. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizesthe gentlemanfrom A parliamentaryinquiry.
PhiladelphiaCounty,Mr. O’Brien. The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of

Mr. O’BRIEN. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker. . parliamentaryinquiry.

There will also be a meeting of the Health and Human Mr. GORDNER. Am I correct that HB 1686 is currently
ServicesCommittee immediatelybehind the rail in the backof being held at the Speaker’sdesk andwe will be consideringa
theHouse. reconsiderationmotion whenwe return on Monday?

The SPEAKER.The Chair thanksthe gentleman. The SPEAKER.That is correct.
Mr. GORDNER.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.
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The SPEAKER.I do not know that it will be Monday.but it RESOLUTIONS REPORTED
is being held here, and a reconsiderationmotion has been FROM COMMITTEE
submittedwhich we will takeup.

Mr. GORDNER.Thankyou, Mr. Speaker. HR 347,PN 2890 By Rep.FLICK

The SPEAKER. The House will be at ease awaiting the A Resolution concerning the killings of human rights lawyers
resultsof the committeemeetings. RosemaryNelson and Patrick Finucane.

There will be no further votes this evening. I am also
awaiting advice as to whether or not there will be a token INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS.

sessiontomorrow. By the time you are down in your offices,
I will haveannouncedthat. HR 472,PN 3394 By Rep.FLICK

Are there any further corrections to the record? Do the
majority or minority leadershaveanyfurther business? A ConcurrentResolutionurging the United StatesSenateto ratify

the United Nations Conventionon the Elimination of All Forms of
The Housewill standat ease. Discrimination AgainstWomen.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS.
SUNSHINE NOTICE

The SPEAKER.Is thereany furtherbusiness?
The SPEAKER. The clerk will read the sunshine notice for

tomorrow’ssession.

SUNSHINENOTICE
Thefollowing commumcationwasread:

The SPEAKER.The clerk at this time will read a revised
House of Representatives

sunshinenotice.Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
Harrisburg

The following communicationwasread:

NOTICE
SESSIONTIME Houseof Representatives

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
Harrisburg

Notice is herebygiven, in accordancewith the Act of July 3, 1986,
FL. 388, No. 84, that the House of Representativeswill convene in NOTICE

open sessionin the Hall of the Houseon the following dateandtime: SESSION TIME
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday,May 4, 2000
11:00 am. Notice is hereby given, in accordancewith the Act of July 3, 1986,

P.L. 388, No. 84, that the House of Representativeswill convenein
Ted Mazia,Chief Clerk open sessionin the Hall of the Houseon the following date and time:

Thursday,May 4, 2000 Thursday. May 4. 2000
10:00 a.m.

Ted Mazia,ChiefClerk
BILL REPORTEDAND REREFERREDTO

COMMITTEE ON Thursday,May 4,2000

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER
HB 2502, PN 3457 By Rep.O’BRIEN

The SPEAKER. Without objection, all remaining bills and
An Act amendingthe act of July 3, 1985 P.L.164,No.45, known resolutionson today’s calendarwill be passedover. The Chair

as the EmergencyMedical ServicesAct, adding definitions; providing hearsno obe tfor duties of municipalities, counties and public service answering .J c ion.

points, for certain civil immunity and for designationof quick response
services;and further providing for legislative findings and intent, for
the emergency medical services system, and for duties of the
Departmentof Health, the PennsylvaniaTrauma SystemsFoundation, ADJOURNMENT
the emergency medical services councils and the State Advisory
Council. The SPEAKER.Is thereanyfurtherbusiness?

Hearing none, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. WestmorelandCounty,Mr. Harhai.

Mr. HARHAI. Mr. Speaker,I move that this Housedo now
adjourn until Thursday, May 4, 2000, at 10 am.. e.d.t., unless
soonerrecalledby the Speaker.
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On the question,
Will the Houseagreeto the motion?
Motion was agreedto, and at 6:03 p.m., e.d.t., the House

adjourned.


