COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIME AND CORRECTIONS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
HELD: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6023 GERMANTOWN AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1978

Calling to order and introduction by Chairman Joseph Rhodes, Jr.:
statement by Representative Hardy Williams, page 451-456;

Swearing of withess; Mrs. Gagliardi's son, Joseph Craig Gagliardi
was shot to death on June 2, 1972 by Robert Fling, a Philadelphia
policeman; Mrs. Gagliardi's statement, page 456-466; questions
from the members of the panel, page 466-~487;

Member of Philadelphia's City Council; witness sworn, presentation
of statement on allegations of police krutality, police harassment,
and unlawful use of force and use of excessive force, and outright
brutality by a segment of the police force; discussion of bill 590,
establishing an'office of citizen's complaints within the police
department, page 487-497; questions from members of the panel, in-
guiries relating to Philadelphia City Council bill 590, and

other matters of police abuse, page 4%97-522;

I. Calling to Order

II. Helen Gagliardi
I1L1. Honorable Joseph Coleman
IV. Earl Trent

Attorney N.A.A.C.P, and Robert Fox received subpoenas and sworn;
Mr., Trent appearing before supcommitte hearings to represent 5
branches N.A.A.C.P. in Philadelphia, statement on problems of
police abuse in the city of Philadelphia and violations of civil
and human rights of citizens in the city, page 522-525; Robert
Fox, allegations of police misconduct on April 23, 1977, incident
at 6625 Rutland St., a victim of police brutality, page 525-534;
guestions from members of the panel to Mr. Trent & Mr. Fox,

page 534-548;
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Sworn and acknowledges receiving a subpoena, statement, victim of
of police abuse incident on May 14, 1976, page 548-557; questions
from the panel, page 557-576; announcement by Chairman of the
Subcommittee of additional hearings and remarks, page 576-577;

Sworn and has received a subpoena, statement and testimeony of
police incidents he has witnessed of police brutality, page 577-585;
questions from members of the panel, page 585-600;

V. Mrs. Beth Showell
VIi. Mr. Irwin Wardlaw
VII. Irma Epps

1313 Victoria St., sworn, received subpoena, is present at

these hearings to present testimony to represent her husband

who is presently incarcerated at Graterford; on December 17, 1975
her husband was a victim of a police brutality; was beaten by two
Philadelphia policemen; was convicted of a major violent felony,
page 600-602; guestions from the panel, page 602.
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SURCOMMLITTEE ON CRIME AND CORRECTIONS
OF THE

PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
ON

ORGANIZED CRIMEs FUBLIC CORRUFTION
ANU
CIVIL RIGHIS VIOLATIONS

PRESINING?: CHAIRMAN JOSEFPH RHODES:s Jit.
REFPRESENTATIVE » ALLEGHENY COUNTY

AT
FIRSY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF GERMANTOWN
6023 GERMANTOWUN AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA» PENNSYLVAN1A

TESTIMONY FROM
PHASE II: CITIZENS OF CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
REPRESENTATIVES OF ORGANIZATIONS

THIRD DAY
TUESDAYs AUGUST 1, 1978

COMPUTER TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY!
RAPID REFORTING SERVICEs INC.
SUITE 1102-10» 1405 LOCUST SIREET
PHILADELFHIAy PaA. 19102
732-4334
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ALS0 PRESENT:

449

REFP. JOSEPH RHODESs JR.» CHAIRMAN
REP, JOHN F. WHITEs JR.

REP. EDWARD WIBGINS

REFP. HARDY WILLIANS

REF. ANTHONY SCIRICA

REP. DAVID RICHARDSON

MICHAEL REILLYy» ESR.y CHIEF COUNSEL
VAN BRASWELL: ESQ.r SPECIAL COUNSEL

REP. JOEL JOHNSON


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


]
=
=
m
>

WITNESSES?

HELEN GAGLIARDI sovevosresesarvossssrosrosnsssnne
COUNDILHAN JUSEPH COLEHAN LR I BN IR BN IR B K BN AR B B 2R B I 2N N BN N O N AN J

EARL TRENT: ESGQ., REFRESENTATIVE OF
F’HIL“DELPHIA N.ﬁ!AOCOPO LI I N IR O IR K K BN BN K L Y R N BE N N B O N

RUBERT FDX LR R B IR I IR IR R R I I N A A I I I B O B I
BETH SHO”ELL LI 0 O BE R N BE B K B BE R R B IR L B B O B L B B A Ak R B B O

IR“I“ uﬁRnLﬁu L3 I B R K B B BN BE IR K B BE R I IR NN IR A B B L N BN B L B R I BN

IR“A EPPS (LA R EEEEERESEEREESEEENEEEEEEREEESSE NS

FAGE

4546

487

522
52335
548
77

600

450



3

d

S 0 0N U b

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

1?

451

(535 D'CLOCK P« #.)
CHAIRMAN RHODLES? THE HOUR OF S:00 O'CLOCK

HAVING ARRIVEDy THIS PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SURCOMMITIEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REFRESEN(ATIVES WILL NOW COMF FO ORDER.

THIS FURLIC MEARING TONIGHT IS REING
CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION 109 WHICH AUTHORIZEN THIS
SUBCOMMITTEE LAST JULY 10 CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION, SUBRFOENA
POWERED» INFO ORGANIZED CRIME. OFFICIAL CORRUFTION ANDI CIVIL
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY ANI ON FOLICE.

THREE WEERNS AGO WE BEGAN A FHASE OF OUR
INVESTICATION ON THE ISSUE OF CIVIL RIOGHTS VIOLATICNS RY ANM
ON POLICE WITH HEARINGS IN HARRISBRURG» FARING TESTIMONY FRUM
NATIONAL. RECOGNIZED EXFERTS ANM OFFICIALS WHO HAVE HaN
KNOWLEDGE ANT EXFERIENCE IN THE AREA UF CIVIL RIGHTS
VIBLATIONS EY aNit ON POLICE ANL FPULICE VIOLENCE AND
MISCONDUCT .

TWO WEEKRS AGO Wk HELD HEARINGS IN
FPHILABELFHIA BEGINNING WITH THE DUISTRICT ATTURNEY IN
FHILADELFHIA AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF OKGANIZATIOHS AN
INODIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THIZ ISSUE OF FOLICE
VIDLENCE HERE IN THE CITY OF FHILANELPHIA.

AND TONIGHT Mk BEGIN THL" FIRST OF FOUR

HEARINGS ON THE SUBJECT OF POLICE VIOLENCE, ALLEGED FDLICE


ciori
Rectangle


A > 6 N

L1

4572

VIOLENCE AND ULVIL RIGHTS VIDLATIONS HEKRE N THE Crry OF
PHILADELFPHIAy (N (HE COMMUNLITIES OF fHE CITY OF PHILAMELPHIAY
PESLING WITH THE SURCOMMITTEE? ANM HMEMRERS F THE
SURCOMMIITEE FEEL VERY STRONBLY THAY WE SHOULN TAKE THESE
HEARINGS INTO THE COMMUNITIES OF FHE CSfTY TO GIVLD COMMUNITY
INDIVIDUALS AN OFFORTUNITY TO COME FORWARD ANLD TESTIFY BEFORE
OUR SUBCOMMITTEE.

WE ARE GOING TO HEAR FROM FOQUK ENLEIVLIDUAL S
FIRST WHO ARE ON OUR SCHEDULE YHIS EVENINGs [HEN WE WILL TAKE
FTESTIMONY FROM ANYONE WHO WOULK LIKE TO YESTIFY FROM THR
AURIENCE, 1 WOULD CAUIIUN PEGPLE WHO WANT 70 TESTIRY TONIGHT
TO UNDERSTANEL THAT ALL TESTIMONY GLlVEN BEFORE THIS
SURCOMMITTEE IS UNRER SURFOENAy PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION 1093
AND ANY TESTIMONY YOU G1VE, YQU GIVE UNLER JeOFARDY OF
FPERJURYs RECAUSE YOU WILL BE SWORN:. [THAF IS IMPORTANT TU
REEFP IN MIND, I HOPE YOU REALIZE THAT A RECORD IS BEING NEFT
FOR FUTURE REFERENCE> AND YOU SHOULL BRE ADVISED OF THAT

BEFORE WE BREGIN THE HEARINGS.
OUR FIRS) WITNESS TOLAY IS MRS, HELEN

GAGLIARDI. BUT BEFORE Wt BEGINs 18 THERE ANYTHING ANY RMEMMER
OF THE SUBCOMMIT/IEE WOULD LINE TU SAY BEFURE WE SiART? I
WOULD LIKE TO GIVE THE REPRESENTATIVES AN DFFPORTUNITY TU Du
THAT .,

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: Mk. CHAIRMANy I WOULD

LIKE TO MAKRE A STATEMENMT.
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CHAIRMAN RHODES: REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS -- I

AM SORRYs REFORE Wi GCT TO THAT, I SHOULD ACKNQUWLETNGE WHO I%
HERE .

1 AM JOSEFPH RHODESs CHAIRMAN OF THE
SURCOMMITTEE FROM ALLEGHENY COUNTY.

MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE WHO ARE FPRESENT
AT THIS TIMEs TO MY LEFTs REFRESENTATIVE JUHN WHITE OF
PHILADELFHIA COUNTY$# TO MY RIGHT: REPRESENTATIVE HARDY

WILLIAMS OF PHILARELFHIA COUNIY.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THt SUBCOMMITYEE WHO ARE

HERE? REPRESENTATIVE DAVIL RICHARNGSUNs TO MY LEFTs FROM
FHILANELFHIA COUNTY. STAFF OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE WHO AKRE
PRESENTLY HERE ARE THE CHIEF COUNSEL, TU MY IMMEDIATE RIGHT»
MICHEAL REILLY OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY AND UAN BRASWELL: TO HIS
RIGHTs SPECIAL CDUNSEL FOR THIS INVESIIGATION: FROM DAUFHIN

COUNTY .
REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS, YOU MAY GU AllEan.

REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: THANK YOU, MK.

CHAIRMAN.
AT DUR LAST HEARING ON JULY 20TH I HAD Al

THAT TIME MADE A STATEMENT 7O THE COMMITTEE WHICH INUICATED
THAT THE HEARINGS SHOULD RE THOROUGH AND OFEN FOR FULL
FARTICIPATION FOR ALL OUR CITIZENS OF PHILAVELFHIA. I ALLSO
INDICATED THOSE HLARINGS WERE NOT SUFFICIENTLY PUBLICIZED TO
INVITE THAT FULL PARTICIPATION. SURSEQUENST TO THOSE URGINGS,
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WE LOID MEET AND DISCUSS AND ATTEMFT TO CHANGE THAT SITUATION.

HOWEVERs I AM AGAIN DISAPPOINTET ANL WANT TO
REGISTER MY RISAFPPOINIMENT AT OUR FAILURE TO EFFECTIVELY
NOTIFY THE NEWS MEDIA WHO ESSENTIALLY NOTIFIES THE CITIZENS
IN THE COMMUNITY. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT MOST OF THE
ELECTRONIC MEDIA DID NOT GET OR GOT LATE WHAT WE ARE DOING
ALL THIS UWEER.,

I MADE A SUGGESTION ABOUT & PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT INDICATING THAT CITIZENS COULD COMF REFORE US
THESE FOUR DAYS IN VARIOUS FARTS OF THE CLTY. THAT DLID NOT
HAPPEN. AND INDEED WHEN I FOUND IT OUrs 1 DRID CALL A FEW
STATIONS TO REQUEST FURLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS SQ THAT
PEOPLE WOULD KNOW THAT WE ARE HERE IN THE NEIGHRORHOQD.

1 WOULD IMAGINE HAJs THAT BEEN SUFFICIENTLY
HANDLED» THAT THE AUDIENCE IN THIS ROOM FROBARBRLY WOULD BL
THREE OR FOUR TIMES WHAT IT IS.

I WOULL THEREFORE UNKGE THAT WHATEVER THF
COMMITTEE CAN DO FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE WEEKN TO CORRECT
THAT TO MAKE SURE THAT OUR CITIZENS THROUGH ALL OF THE MEDIA
KNOW WHEN ANDI WHAT IS GODING TO HAI'PEN IN THEIR INVITATION TU
COME AND TESTIFY BEFORE US.

AS YOU ANOWs AT LEAST MY CUNCERN AS ONE
MEMRERs THAT THE FROBLEM THAT WE ARE HANULING IS ON: OF A
VERY FUNDAMENTAL NATUKRE TO ALL AMERICANS AN) THEREFORF

CITIZENS SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT INUIVATION FOR THE OFPORTUNIDY
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ANDII THE KNOWLETIGE TO COME AND SAY WHAT THEIR EXFERIENCES AND
THEIR FEELINGS ARE ON THIS VERY IMPORTAN! QUESTION.
I DO NOT WANT 70 MAKE A& MOTIONs EBUT I IO
WANT TO AGAIN RESITATE AND RE-URGE THE COMMITTEE IN ITS
MECHANICAL STEFS TO MANE SURE THAT THE MEDIA IN THIS CITY 1S
FULLY AWARE IN A DETAILED' FASHIONs AND REQUEST IV TO
DISSEMINATE THAT INFORMATION AN INVITATION.
CHAIRMAN RHODES?: THANK YOU» REPRESENTATIVE
WILLIAMS, I HAPPEN TO TOTALLY DISAGREE WITH YOUK
CHARACTERIZATION OF THE STAFF WURK OUN THIS HEARINGF ANL I AM
VERY GLAN THOSE WHO ARE HERE TODAY ARE HERE,
REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? I aM NOT CRITIZING
THE STAFF WORKy I AM CRITIZING THIS COMMITTEE WORK.
(DISCUSSION OFF THE RECORD.)
CHAIRMAN RHOLES?S WE WILL NOW FROCEED WRITH THE

HEARINGS.,

BEFORE Wt START WITH YOU, 1 WOULD LIKE TU
EXTENW FIRST OUR THANNKS TO REVERENR THEODURE LODER OF THIS
CHURCH FOR MAKING THE FIRST UNITED METHOUIST CHURCH OF
GERMANTOUN AVAILARLE TO THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES FOR
PURPOSES OF THIS HEARING. IT WAS VERY KINR ACTION BRY THE
CHURCH AN} WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEMONSTRATELN CONCERN akOUT
THIS PROBLEM.

WE WILL NOW TURM TO DUR WITNESS.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES! HAVE YOU RECEIVELls MKS.
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GAGLIARDI» & SUBFOENA TO AFPPEAR BEFORE THIS SUBCOMMITTEET

MRS, GAGLIARDI? YES.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? DO YOU ACKNOWLEDGE
RECEIFT OF THAT SURFPOENAT

MKS. CAGLIARDI? YES,

HELEN GAGLIARNI+ SWORN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES?

F R IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT YOU WOULLD LIKE
TO MAKE & STATEMENT TO THE SURCOMMITTEES IS THAT CORRECT?

A YES.

e WHY DON‘T YOU FPROCEED.

A. ON JUNE 2» 1972y MY SON» JOSEFH CRAIG
GAGLIARDI» WAS SHOY 7O DEATH BRY A PHILARELPHIA FOLICE OFFICER

BY THE NAME OF ROBERT FLINT.
ON THE MORNING OF JUNE INDy AFPPROXIMATELY A

LITTLE AFTER 8:00 0‘CLOCK IN THE MORNINGs MY SISTER CALLED ME
ON THE. TELEFHONE ANUD SHE WAS CRYING ANII HYSTERICAL. 8SHE TOLD
ME THAT MY SON CRAIG WAS HURT ANM SHE WOULD BE RICHI OVER.

WELLy IN NO TIME MY SISTERy MY WHOLE FAMILY»
FRIENDSs WERE IN MY APARTHMENT. ANIt WHEN MY SISTER GOT TO MY
APARTMENT SHE TOLD ME THAT CRAIG WAS SHOT TO DEATH BY A
PHILADELPHIA POLICE OFFICER.

WELLs I DON‘T HAVE TGO TELL YOU I WENT TO

FIECES AND WAS TAKEN TO THF DOCTOR FOR MEDICATION.
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HELEN GAGLIARDI 457

ANYHOWy IT SEEMS THAT ALL THIS STARTED:, A
MAN HAD CALLED AROUT SOMEONE SLEEFINC ON H1S PORCH AND THIS
WAS AT AFFROXIMATELY 2100 A, M.» JUNE 2y 1972, ANt FROM
WHAT I HEARD IN FEDERAL COURT IN 1975y OFFICER FLINT HEARD
THE CALL IN HIS POLICE CAR ARBOUT THF. PARTY SLEEPING ON THE
PORCH. HE WENT TO THAT AREA -- ALTHOUGH HE WENT OUT OF HIS
ZONE AREAy HE WAS IN THE 35TH DISTRICTs AND FROM WHAT I FOUND
OUT IN FEDERAL COURTs HE WENT ODUT OF HIS ZONE AREA TU ANSWER
THE CALL.

HE SFOTTED MY SON WALKING ON THE PAVEMENT.
MY SON HAD JUST LEFT TWD FRIENDNSs THEIR NAMES ARE CURT AND
SUE OLESZEWSKIF; HE HAD JUST LEFT THkM. HE WAS ON HIS WAY TO
AN ALL-NIGHT RESTAURANT AT BROAL AND COURTLAND SIREETS.

WHILE HE WAS ON HIS WAYr, OFFICER FLINT WAS
GOING TOWARDS THAT SECTION TO ANSWER THE CaAlL. HE SPOTTED MY
SONs HE WENT AFTER MY BOY. MY BOY EVIDENSLY DIDN’T EVEN RNOW
WHAT 1T WAS ABROUT; BUT OFFICER FLINT TRAFPEN MY SON AGAINST
THE WALL AT THE CORNER OF WARNDCN ANt COURTLANK STREETS.
TRAFFPED HIM THAT HE COULDN‘T GET OUT. AND MY SON DIDN'T KNOW
WHAT WAS GOING ONs AND NATURALLY HE RESISTED THE OIFICER.
AND OFFICER FLINT HIT MY SON NUMERDUS TImES WITH HIS
BLACRJACK OVER THE HEAD,

SOMFHOW MY BOY GOT AWAY FROM HIMS ANND AS MY
SON WENT TO RUN AWAY, OFFICER FLINT SHOVY HIM TWILEs ONCE IN

THE BACKs ONCE UNDER THE LEFT ARMFIT.
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THE PORCH.

ANIY I SAIDy *WAS IT MY SONT®" ANU HE SAIDy
*NOs IT WASN’'T." THEN I SAID» °WELL» WHO UAS IfT?* HE SAIDs
"WELLs THEY NEVER DID FINM QUT." THEN I SAID, "WELL, YOU
MEAN MY SON IS DEAD FOR NOTHINGT®

ANU HE WAS DUECENT WITH MEs HE SAID HE WAS
VERY SORRY. HE SAIDy "I KNOW HOW I WOULD FEEL IF IT WQULD
HAPPEN T0 ONE OF MINE.® HE SAILy ®1 HAVE EIGHT CHILDREN." I
SAIDy °THAT’S ALlL.» MY BOY IS5 DEADy MY ONLY CHILD» HE WAS AlL
I HAD, MY HUSEAND WAS NILLED IN AN AUTOMORILE ACCIDENTs MY
SON WAS MY UHOLE LIFE.® I SAlby *THAT’S ALLLT MY SON IS DEAD
AND aILLL I GET IS, ‘I’M VERY SORRY’T® AND THAT WAS aAl.L.

THERE WAS NO NIND OF INVESTIGATION» NOTHING.

ON HIS DEATH CERTIFICATE I} HAD JUSTIFIARLE
HOMICIDE.

S0 ONE OF MY SON’S FRIENDS TOLD ME TG GO TO
THE FUBLIC INTEREST LAW CENTER WHICH AT THAT TIME WAS THE
LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.

FROM THERE A FELERAL SUIT WAS FILED AN} THAY
CAME UF IN 1975 IN FRONT OF FELERAL JUDGE CLARENCE NENCOMER.

THE JURY RULED' THE OFFICER WRONG IN TH:
SHOOTING DEATH OF MY SON. I WAS AWARDED AN AMOUNT OF MONFY.

THE CITY APPERILED TO THE JUDGE WHOD HEARD THE
CASEs HE TURNED DONN THEIR APPEAL.. THEN THEY FILED AN APPEAL
WITH THE THIRD CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS? THEY WERE TUKRNEN


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


(1 W 13

o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

HELEN BAGLIARDI 460

DOWN. THEY TOOK IT AlLL THE WAY TO THt U. S. SUFREME COURT
JUNE 25TH OF THIS YEAR.

MY ATTORNEY RECEIVED WORIN FROM THE U. S.
SUPREME COURT THaAT THEIR PETITION WAS TUKRNED DOWN.

S0 THAT’S THE WAY THINGS STAND AS OF NGW.

THEIR TI1ME IS UPs THE CITY, WITH THRIR
PETITION BUSINESS,

BUT THE FOLICE OFFICER: I DON‘T KNOW WHETHER
I TOLD YOU REFORE» THE FOLICE NEVER NOTI1FIED ME EITHER. THE
ONLY WAY I KNEW MY SON WAS DEAD WAS MY S1STER HEARD I COME
OQVER THE RADIC.

ANI THE VERY DAY, THE MORNING THAT HE WAS
KILLED AND MY SISTER FOUNM OUT AT 8:00 O‘CLOCN ON THE RADIO»
MEMBERS OF MY FAMILY WENT TO MY SOMN'S APARTMENT, THEY JUST
COULDN’T BELIEVE IT., AND WHEN THEY WENT THERE, THE LOCK WAS
EROKEN ON THE DOOR AND EVERYTHING WAS IN DISAKRRAY: AN MY
SON’S WALLET WAS LYING ON THE. TARLE IN THERE AND AlLL If HAD
IN IT WAS MY PICTURE AND A CARD WITH HIS NAME ANDN AIBDRESS AND
MY NAME AND ADDRESS AND TELEFHONE NUMBER IN CASE ANY INJURY
WOULD COME TO HIM OR IF Ht GOT EICN.

NOW: EVIDENTLY THF FOLICE WENT INFD HIS
AFARTMENT» ALTHOUGH THEY DENIED THIS. ERUT HIS TWO FRIENUS
THAT HF HAD EBEEN WITH, THAT HE JUST LEFT. THEY HEARD THE SH0T
AND RAN AROUNDI' THE CORNERs THEY $AW MY KOY LAYING THERFS THeY
KNEW WHERE I LIVEDs FOR THEM TO TELL THE FOLICE TO GET 1IN
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HELEN GAGLIARNDI 461

TOUCH WITH Mt.

BUT THEY WERE TAKEN TO THE ROUNDHOUSE: aNu
FROM WHAT I HEARD, ONE OQF THE POLICE QFFICERS IN THt FOLICE
CAR WHO TOOK THE OFHER TWO DOWN TU THE RUOUNDHOUSE SAIDs
"OFFICER FLINTy®* HE SAIDs "HE DIDN’T HAVE TO SHOOT THAT

KIn,.*
AND SOME TIME AFTER MY RBOY WAS NILLED,

RETWEEN ‘72 WHEN MY BOY WAS KILLEDy ANL ‘735 WHEN THE HEARING
CAME UP IN FEDERAL COURT» PATROLMAN FLINM WAS PROMOTED TO A
SERGEANT. ANIt AS FAR AS T KNOW, HE IS WORKING IN THE FUL ICE
GARAGE. NOTHING UAS EVER DONE AROUT Of FICER FLINS.

AND AT THE TIME OF THE TRIAL IN FEDERAL
COURT THERE WERE AT LEAST, OH» TEN TO TWELVE, I WOULD SAY.
OTHER COMPLAINTS WHERE THEY HAD FOLICE REBUTTAL WITNESSES,
BUT THERE WAS OHE WHERE THEY DIDN‘T, 1 KON'T ANOW WHATEVER
HAPPENED THERE, THAT CONCERNED A ROY WHO HAR, WAS SLICHILY
RETARDIED» HE WAS ON A SPECIAL WORK PROGRAM AT 30TH STREET
FOST OFFICE, JUST SORTING RAGS OF MAILL.

IT SEEMS THAT OFFICER FLINY -- THIS ROY UAS
SITTING IN A CAR -- HE WAS SLIGHILY RETARDED -~ HE WAS
SITTING IN A CAR.» HE HAD LIVED IN THE LOGAN SECTIONs HE HAD
MOVED TG GLENSIDE AND HE DECIDED TO COME DOUN TO THE OLD
NEIGHEORHOOD AN SEE SOME OF HIS FRIENUS. AND WHEN HE GOT
DOUN THERE HE SAW SOME YOUNGER EQYS IN THE CAR ANL THEY

CALLED HIM AND HE GOT IN THE CAR. AND I DON‘T ANCW HOW LONG
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HE WaAS SITTING IN IT» BUT AlLL OIF A SUDDEN Al.L HIS FRIENDS
JUMPED OUT AND THEY STARTED RUNNING ANR HE DIDN’T KNOW WHAT
WAS WRONG -~ T AM JUST QUOTING WHAT HE SAID ON THE WITNESS
STAND IN FEDERAL COURT.
HtE SAID THAT ALL OF A SUDDEN THIS POLICE CAR

PULLED UP AND IT HAPPENED TO BE OFFICER FLINT» ANN HE MALE
HIM GET OUT OF THE CAR AND --

Qe EXCUSE MEs FOR INTERRUFPTING YOUR TES(IMONY
MRS GAGLIARDI»> WHAT WAS THE AFFROXIMATE DATE OF THIS EPISODE
YOU ARE LESCRIBING?

A OF THE RETARDED BOY?

Q. YES,

A THIS WAS ‘75 WHEN He TESTIFIEDR AND IT WAS
ABOUT THREE YEARS FREVIOUS, BECAUSE I REMEMRER HIS MOTHER ON
THE WITNESS STAND BROKE DOWN AND CRIED ANL SHE SAIDB, "I HAVE

WAITED THREE YEARS TO SEE THIS MAN.*

@ S0 AROUT THE SAME TIME YOUR SON WAS KILLED?

A WELL» YES» YES» I WOULD SAY.

Q. I JUST WANTED TO VERIFY WHEN THIS OCCURRED.

GO AHEAN, MRS, BAGLIARDI.

A ANYHOW IT SEEMS THAT OFFICER FLINT, HE MADE
THIS FELLOW GET OUT OF THE CAR» PUT HIS HANDS ON TOP OF THE
FOLICE CAR» AND THEN HE SEARCHED HIM ANII HE FUT HIM IN HIS
POLICE CARs TOOK HIM TO THE ROUNUHOUSE -~ AND EY THE WAY,
THIS FELLOW’S FATHER WAS A RETIRED FHILADELPHIA FOLICE
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HELEN GAGLIARDI 443

OFFICERs HE WAS IN THE COURTROOM WITH HIS WIFES ANV THEY BOTH
WERE SCARED TO DEATH THAT HIS TESTIMONY MIGHT STOP THE
FATHER’S FOLICE FPENSION.

ANYHOM IT SEEMS THAT OFFICER FLINY PUY THIS
FELLOW IN THE POLICE CARs HE WAS HANBCUFFER IN BAUK OF HIM.
AND THE FELLOW SAID THAT HE WAS SO SCARED HE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT

WAS HAPPENING TO HIM.
HE RESTED HIS HEADR ON HIS SEATs WHICH WAS

OFFICER FLINT’S SEAT» HE WAS THE ONLY FOLICEMAN IN THE CARjS
AND OFFICER FLINMs HE SAID -- THE FELLOW SAIDr TUKNED ARQUND
AND WHACKED HIM ALROSS, SOMEWHERE ON HIS FACE» FOREHEAD 0K
PART OF HIS FACE AN SAIDs °*SIT RACK THERE» YOU SINMNPLE
S.0.B."

ANYHOW, I BELIEVE HE SAID HE N:EDED
STITCHES.

THEY KEFT THIS FELLOW AT THE ROUNNHOUSE ALL
NIGHT LONG., HE SAID HE WASN‘T ALLOWED TO MAKE A TELEPHONE
CAL.LLsy AND HE KNEW HIS PARENTS WOULD BE WORRIED SICK AROUT
HIS WHEREABOUTS. AND IF I REMEMBER CORRECTLY» HE SAID IT
WASN’T UNTIL MORNING THAT THEY FINALLY ALLOWED HIM TO MAKRE A
FHONE CALL.

AND BEFORE HE PUI HIM IN THE FOLICE CAR THE
FELLOW SAID HE PUT A GUNs DOFFICER FLINT FUT A GUN TO HIS
HEADy AND HE SAILy °*YOU MARE & MOVE» I‘LL BLOW YOUR S0 AND SO
ERAINS OUf." BUT IT WAS A FOUR-LETTER WORD THAT HE USEL.
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AND I DON‘T KNOW WHATEVER RECAME OF THAT.
I KNOW THE MOTHER ANL FATHER WERE SCARELDI' TO
DEATH TO GIVE TESTIMONY ABOUT WHAT HAFFENED TO THEIR SONs FOR
FEAR THAT THE F.0.F. WOULR STOF THE FATHER’S POLICE PENSION.
CHAIRMAN RHODES! DO YOU HAVE ANY FURTHLER
INFORMATION YOU WANT TO GIVE THE SUBCOMMITTEE AY THIS FOINT,
MRS, GAGLIARDI,» OR I WILL OPEN TO QUESTIONS FROM THE
COMMITTEE.,
A I WANTED TO SAY ONE THING:! UWHEN I WAS AT
HOMICIDE SFPEANING TO CAFTAIN MATTHEWS AND A DETECVIVE, [
WANTEDR TO KNOW WHY MY BOY WAS JUST LEFT TO LAY THERE.
Q. IID YOUR SON DIE INSTANTLY FROM THE SHOOTING

OR WAS HE ALIVE FOR AWMHILE ON THE GROUNNT
A WELL» THEY HAD DOCTORS IN THe COURTROOM IN

FEDERAL COURT SAID HE WAS [EAD WITHIN & MATTER OF SECONNS.
BUT I DIDN’T ANOW THAT UNTIL THE HEARING CAME UF.,

WHEN I WENT TO HOMICIDE, THAT WAS IN ‘72,
AND I ASKED CAPTAIN MATTHEWS WHY WASN'T MY BOY TAREN TO
EINSTEIN HOSFITAL WHICH WAS LESS THAN FIVE MINUYTES AWAYs HE
SAID, "WELL, HE GAVE ALl APPEARANCES OF REING DEANR.* ANDI I
SAID, °WELLs WHO HAD THE RIGHT TO ASSUME THAT MY BOY WAS
DEADT®

ANLI! I SAIDy °"HOW AKOUT WHEN A POLICE OFFICER
IS SHOT AND HE AFPEARS TU BE DEADs DO THEY LET HIM LAY THERF

LIKE AN ANIMAL OR DO THEY TAKE HIM TO A HOSPITALT' AND' HE
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SAIL THAT ONCE THEY APPEAR TO BE DEAD, (TS OUT OF THEIR
HANLS CUMPLETELY, 17/S 1IN THE HANIS OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINERS
WHICH I DON'T KELIEVE. I RELIEVE THEY TAKE THEM TO THE
HOSPITAL WHETHER THEY ARE ALIVE OR WHETHER THLY ARE DEARD.
AND TO MEs I IMIN'T THINK & POLICE OFFICER

HaD A RIGHT 70O ASSUME Ol EXAMINE MY BQY.
NOW A PATROL WAGON THA! SHOWED UP ON THE

SCENE THERE WAS AN DFFICER WESNOUSKYy 1 BELIEVE HIS NAME WAS»
HE WAS THE DRIVER OF THE PATROL WAGON NUMBER 3500. HE TOOK
IT UPON H1S OWNs HE WAS ON THE WITNESS STANUy AND HE SALD ~-
HE DIDN'T EVEN KNOW HOW TO SAY THE WORD -- HE SALD» "1 FELT
HIS ‘CLAVICLEER:s‘ AND THERE WAS NO PULSE®.

AND THE OIHER FELLOWy THE OTHER FPOLICE
OFFICER WHO WAS IN THE WAGON QUICNL.Y GOT OUr 7O GET A
STRETCHER TO TO TAKE HIM TO THE HOSP1TAL AND OFFICER
WESNOUSKY SAIDy *FORGET IV» PUT 17 BACKN.® HE SAID HE FEL
HIS *CLAVICLEERs" THAT’S THE WAY HE SAIDB TT» *CLAVICLEER»®
AND HE. VYOOK IT UPON HIS OWN.

THEY SAIDL MY BOY WAS LGEAD WITHIN SECONUS»
BUT I STILL DON’'T THINK —-- HE DIDN’T COMMIT A CRIMEs HE WAS
UNARMEDs HE WAS SHOT TWICE. HE WAS HIT OVER THE HEAR WITH A
BLACKJACKy AND HE SAID —-- J NEVER RNEW ANY OF THE RULES Abuuf
FOLICEs THAT THEIR NIGHTSTICK IS SUFPOSEDR TO BE IN THE FRONT
OF THE CAR: THE OFFICER HAD HIS NIGHTSTICK IN THE BACK OF

THE CARy ANL THE NEARES]1 THING WAS THE BLACKJACRKRy AN I
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DON‘T KNOW HOW MANY TIMES HE HIT MY SON OVER THE HEAD WITH
IT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ELSE YOU
WANT TO TELL US BEFORE WE ASKED YOU QUESTTONSy MRS
GAGLIARDI?

A 1 THINK THAT’S AROUT IT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR
COMING TO TESTIFY BEFURE THE SUBCOMMITTEE.

I WILL START WITH THE RIGHTs REFRESENTATIVE

WILLIAMS,

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!? THANK YOUr MK.
CHAIRMAN.,

REPRESENTATIVE WILLTIAMS:

Q. MA‘AMy YOU INDICATED THAT THE DEATH
CERTIFICATE STATED JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE?

A YES,

Q. AROUT HOW LONG AFTER YOUR SON’S SHOOTING WAS
THE REPORT RENDERED: DO YOU REMEMRER, AFFROXIMATELYT

As ND, I DON‘T REMEMBER: ALL T KNOW IS IN
FEDERAL COURT THE DEATH CERTIFICATE THAT WAS HANDED OVER TO
THE JURY HAD JUSTI1FIABLE HOMICIDE WRITTEN ON IT.

Q. S0 I1 WAS MARE JUSTIFIARLE HOMICIDE EITHER
SOMEWHERE SHORTLY AFTER OR SOMEWHERE A LONG TIME AFTER: ANN
EVEN THEN I SUPFOSE AFTER SOME INVESTIGATION WAS MANE RY SOME

AGENCY?
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A WELLs THERE WAS NO INVESTIGATION MARE. AT
THAT TIME IT WAS EMMETT FITZPATRICR WHO WAS THE D1SIRICT
ATTORNEY. AS FAR AS 1 KNOW» THERE WAS NO KINI OF AN
INVESTIGATION ARQUT MY SON.

NO ONE CALLED ME FROM THE FOLICE I[HPARTMENT
AROUT HIM BEING DEAD OR NOTHING: NOUTHING AT ALL.

Q. YOU ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY POLICE
INVESTIGATION OR DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S INVESTIGATION WITH
REGARD TO YOUR SON‘’S DEATH? IS THAT CURRECT?

A, NEVERs NO.

Q. NOT TO THIS DAY?

A NO» SIR.

Q. AS FAR AS YOU KNOWs THE POLICEMAN WAS NEVER
INVESTIGATED AS TO WHETHER OR NOT HE MAY HAVE COMMITTED A
CRIME$ IS THAT CORRECT?

A THAT’S CORRECT.

Q. ARE YOU AWARE OF ANYROLY OR ANY ABENCY WHO
MIGHT HAVE SUGGESTELDN TO THE DISTRICT AITORNEY’S OFFICE OR THE
FOLICE DEPARTMENT THAT THEY SHOULD INVESTIGATE IT FROM THE
STANDPOINY OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT?

A NOs SIR. I APPEARED A) A MEETING I BELIEVE
LAST YEAR: WAS IT IN MAY» AT THE HOLIDAY INNs ANL I GAVE
TESTIMONY, IT WAS IN THE NEWSFAPERS» ARQUT WHAT HAFPENEDR TU
MY SON. I AM SURE THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE AND --

a. AS A CITIZENs MISS GAGLIARDIy WHAT HAFFENED
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TO YOU, IF THAT SAME SITUATION WERE TO HAFPEN TO YOU OR ANY
OTHER CITIZENs HOW DO YOU ~-- RO YOU FEEL THAT ANY CORRECTIVE
MEASURES OR STEPS SHOULD BE MARE SO THAT DOESN‘T HAFPEN, THE
EXPERIENCE YOU RELATED? I AM NOT ASKING YOU FOR SFECIFIC
SUGGESTIONSy RUT WHETHER YOU THINK THERE ARE THINGS THAT
SHOULD BE DIONE SO THAT THAT CANNOT HAFPPENS AND IF IT DOES
HAPPEN» SOMETHING --
A WELLs FROM MY HEARTy I FEEL THAT AS LONG AS

MAYOR RIZZO IS IN OFFICEs, NOTHING WILL EVER BE DONE.

I THINK MAYOR RIZZO RULES THE POLICE REVIEW
BOARDy» COMMISIONER O‘NEILLs THE MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE ANN

OHs AND BY THE WAY, I FORGOT TO MENTION
AFTER MY BOY WAS KILLED I REQUESTED» I CALLED THE MEDICAL
EXAMINER’S OFFICEs 1 WANTETt AN AUTOPSY REFORT. THEY SAID
THEY WOULD HAVE T0 HAVE MY DOCTOR REQUEST ONEs NHICH HE LID,
IT TOOK ME FOUR TO FIVE MONTHS TO GET THAT REFORT.

I KEFT, I WOULD SAY I CALLELDI THREE TI1MES, I
WOULD LET LIKE FIVE OR SIX WEEKS GO BYr THEN ANOTHER CALIL»
THEY SaAID THEY COULDN’T UNDERSTAND 17, THEY SENT 0OUT THE
REPORTs THEY COULDN‘T UNDERSTAND WHY I NEVER GOT IT. ANYHOW
THEY WOULD SENL OUT ANOTHER REPORTes I WOULD GO FOUR OR FIVE
WEERKSs THE DOCTOR NEVER GOT IT.

FINALLY AFTER THE THIRD TIMEs AFTER THEY
TOLD ME THEY HAD SENT THE THIRD ONE QUY IT DAWNED ON ME THE
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MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE» A POLICE SHOOTINGs 1 SAINs "THEY
ARE GIVING ME THE RUN-A-ROUND,*
AND I CALLED THEM UP AND I TOLD THEMy I
SAID, "I DON’T BELIEVE YOU EVER SENT HME AN AUTOFSY REPORT, I
BELIEVE YOU ARE GIVING ME THE RUN-A-ROUND AROUND BECAUSE THIS
INVOLVES A PUGLICE SHOOTING»® AND I SAIL, °IF I DON’T GET A
REFORT: I AM WRITING TO THE NEWSFAFERS.®
WELL» WITHIN A FEW DAYS I HAD THE REPORT.
ANDI ON THE VERY FIRST FAGE OF THE AUTOFSY REFORT THERE WAS A
LETTER FROM THE MEDICAL EXAMINER WHO ARRIVED ON THE SCENE}
THEN I THOUGHT TO MYSELF THIS IS WHY THEY DIDN’T WANT ME TU
SEE THIS,
MY BOY WAS SHOT AT 2120 A.M.s AND THE
MEDICAL EXAMINER SHOWED UP AT 4:30 A.M. THIS IS5 WHAT I
THOUGHT THEY DIDN‘T WANT ME TO KNOWs THAT MY BOY LAID
SPRAWLED OUT ON THE STEPS OF A HOUSE FUOR TWO HOURS AND TEN
MINUTES.
Q. FROM WHAT YOU JUST SAlIDy IS IT YOUR OFINION
THAT IN A POLICE SHOOTING OF THIS KIND THAT FROM THE MAYOR ON
DOWN TO THE FOLICE CHIEF, TO THE LISIRICT AFTORNEY., TO THE
MEDICAL EXAMINER‘S OFFICE, ALL THt FOINFS OF THE SYSTEM CAN
AND IN SOME INSTANCES DO COVER UP SU NO ONt WILL KNOW: IS
THAT CORRECT?
Ae I CERTAINLY DO,
Q. COOFERATE?
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A 1 THINK WHEN THEY MARE A MISTAKE, THEY
CONCOCT A SFORYs 10 COVER WI* FOR THE OFFICERS’ ACTIDNS.
AND [ AL.SO HEARD MAYOR RIZZO HIMSELF SAY ON
TELEVIS1UNs "EVEN IF A POLICE OFFJCER MAKES A MISIAKE, I‘LL
STAND BY HIM.®
a. JUST ONE LAST QUESTION? WAS THERE ANY
INDEPENDENT AGENCY» ACENCY OR FERSON THAT YOU FELT YQU COULD
GO TOr 170 GET SUME HELP IN YOUR SI1TUATIONT
A NO,2 I WAS BEWILBERED: I QAS JUST SO
BREWILDERED WHEN I LOST MY BOY ANL WHEN I SAN THEY HAD
*JUSTIFIARLE HOMICIDE." I THOUGHT 17 HAD TO BE THE CITY OR
EMMETT FITZPATRICK OR THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICLE.
AND IT WAS A FRIEND OF MY SON‘Ss HE SALD TO
MEs *MRS. GAGLIARDI,» THERE IS A FLAUE IN TOWN THAT’S CALLED
THE LAWYERS COMMITTEE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS:® WHICH IS NOW
PsIJLWCs0.P: HE SAIL, "WHY DON’'T YOU GO DOWN THERE AND TELL
THEM YOUR STORY:* WHICH I DID.
REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! THANK YOU» MA‘AM.
CHAIRMAN RHODRES? THANK YOU VIEERY MUCH»
REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS.
BEFORE WE GO ON WITH THE QUESTIONING, I
WOULDY LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDCE THE PRESENCE OF THE HONORAELE
ELWARD WIGGINS, A MEMBER OF THIS SUBCOMMITTEE FROM
FHILADELPHIA COUNTY.
THE NEXT MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE TO ASK
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RUESTIONS IS REPRESENTATIVE JOHN WHITE OF PHILALELFHIA
COUNTY .
REFRESENTATYIVE WHITE:S
Q. MKS., GAGLIARII» YOU MAY HAVE ANSWERED THIS
IN RESPONSE TO REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS QUESTIONSs RUT I MAY
HAVE ALSO MISSED If: DID YOU TRY TO FILE A CRIMINAL
COMPLAINT ABAINST OFFICER FLINT WITH THE PHILABELFPHIA FPOLICE
DEPARTMENT OR THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE?
A I WAS SO0 BEWILDERED AT THE LOSS OF MY SON.
I WENT TO THE HOMICIDE DIVISIONs I SPOKE TO
THE HEAD OF HOMICIDE.
r WHO DID YOU SPEAK WITHs THAT WAS --
A CAPTAIN ARTHUR MATTHEWS WAS HIS NAMEs AND HE
BROUGHT IN A DETECTIVE WHO HAD BEEN ON CALL ON THE SCENE WHEN
MY BOY WAS SHOT AND I SAID -~ I MEAN THE DETECTIVE SAID HE
WAS SORRY ABOUT WHAT HAFPENED ABOUT MY SON AND I SAIDs °MY
EOY IS DEADs AND THAT’S ALL I GET, I‘M SORRY?"
I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO DD BECAUSE ON THE
DEATH CERTIFICATE IT SAID JUSTIFIARLE HOMICIDE ANDB I THOUGHT
WELL, WHO WOULD WRITE THAT» IS IT THE CITY OR IS IT THE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY‘S OFF1CE?
S0 THEN WHEN ONE OIF MY SOR‘S FRIENNS TOLD ME
ABOUT THE LAW CENTERy 1 WENT DOWN THERE.
Q. WHEN YOU TALKED TG CAFTAIN MATTHEWS: AT NO

POINT DID HE NOR THE DETECTIVE THAT YOU AL.SO SPOKE WITH»
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ENCOURAGE YOU TO FILE ANY KIND OF A COMFLAINT AGAINST OFFICER
FLINT®

A, NOs SIR.

e HE DID NOT ADVISE YOU OF ANY REGULATION OR
SYSTEM BY WHICH SUCH A COMPLAINT COULD RE FILED?

A NO.

Q. HOW SOON AFTER THE SHOOTING INCIDENT DID' YOU
FIND OUT THAT IT WAS JUSTIFIAERLE HOMICIDE®?

A YOU MEAN WHEN LI I GET THAT DEATH
CERTIFICATE?

Q. YES.

A I DON‘T REMEMBER, RECAUSE I WAS LIKE IN
ANOTHER WORLD WHEN I LOST MY BOY.

Q. I UNRERSTAND.

WHEN WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT YOU WERE EITHER

CONTACTED BY THE FOLICE IN REGARD TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT OF

YOUR SON --
A I WAS NEVER CONTACTED BY THE FOLICE.
Q. YOU WERE NEVER CONTACTED BY THE FOLICE?
A I WAS NEVER CONTACTED BY THE FOLICE
DEPARTMENT .

Q. AND FINALLY ONE OTHER GUESTION IN REGARD TO
THE. SUIT, CIVIL SUIT WHICH YOU FILED THROUGH THE LAWYERS

COMMITTEE FOR C1VIL RIGHTSy NOW P.I«L.C:sO0.F.3
WHAT WAS THE CUTCOME OF THE SUIT THAT YOU
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FILED?
A, WELLs THE JURY FOUND THE OFFICER WRONG IN

THE SHOOTING DEATH OF MY SON AND THEN THE CITY AFPEAILED TO
THE JUDGE WHO HEARD THE CASE. THEY LOST THAT APFEAL. THEN
THEY FILED AN APFEAL TO THE THIRD CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS
AND THEY LOST THAT APPEAL, AND THEN THEY FETITIONtU TO
APPEAL TO THE U. S. SUPREME COURT THIS FAST JUNE, ANU THAT
WAS TURNED DOWN.

a. DG YOU KNOW OR UNDERSTAND AT ANY FOINT THE
BASIS FOR THE APPEALS THaAT THE CITY MADE?

Ae PARTION MET

Q. PO YOU KNOW THE BASIS FOR THE ClTY FILING
THE APPEALS WITH THE COURTS?T

A DO I KNOW THEIR REASONS®

Q. YES.,

A NO» SIR» I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THEY FPUT IN
THERE .,

CHAIRMAN RHODES?

Q. DID ANY OFFICIAL OF THE CITY OR POLICE
DEFARTMENT AT ANY FOINT IN YOUR CIVIL TRIAL OR THE AFPEAL
PROCEDUREs ENCOURAGE YOU TO NOT FROCEED WITH THE CASE OR IN
ANY INSTANCE ATTEMPT TO NEGOTIATE WITH YOU IN TERMS OF THE
OUTCOME OF THE SETTLEMENTT

A REFORE MY CASE WENT HEFORE JULGE NEWCOMER

MY ATTORNEY HAD CALLED AND SAID THE CITY SOLICITOR’S OFFICE
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WAS WILLING TO SETTLE FOR $5+000 FOR MY SON‘S LIFE Oiky IF I
WAS GDING TO GO THROUGH WITH IT» THEY WERE GOING TU APFEAL.,
AND I SAID TO MY ATTORNEYs *I‘M GOING THRKOUGH WITH IT.®

SO THEN AFTER I WAS AWARDED, I WAS AWARIED
$116+570. WITHIN A WEEK AFTER THAT: AFTER THE JURY FOUND THE
QFFICER UWRONG» MY ATTORNEY CALLED Mk AND HE SAID THE CITY GOT
IN TOUCH WITH HIM AND SAID THEY WERE WILLING 10 GIVE ML
$465,000 OR THEY WOULD APPEAL. I SAIDs, °LET THEM APFEAL.®
WHICH THEY LID. THEY LOSY THE FIRST TWO AFPEALS. THEY TOOK
IT ALL THt WAY TO THE U. S. SUFREME COURT.

TO MY NNOWLEDGEs, THIS IS THE FIRST FOLICE
BRUTALITY CASE THAT WAS EVER TAKEN ALL THE WAY TO TH: U.S.
SUFREME COURT.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES:? Al LEAST THE INITIAL. QFFER --

I DON‘T KNOW ABOUT THE SUBSEQUENT ONES» WHICH MAY RE GOOD
LAWYERS’ PRACTICES., I DON‘T KNOW WHAT LAWYERS DO IN THOSE
KINDS OF CASESs EFUT AT LEAST THE INITIAL. ONE MUST HAVE
SUGGESTED THAT THE CITY THOUGHT YOU HAD SUMETHING OF A GUOD
CASE TO EVEN OFFER YOU THE $35,000. I MEAN I WOULD CONCLUDE
THAT: NOT BEING AN ATTORNEY THAT THEIR OFFER OF $%5,000
INITIALLY MUST HAVE INDICATED AT LEAST THEY THOUGH( YOU HAD
SOMETHING IN YOUR CASEy THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOME WEIGHT TO

YOUR CASE.
A, THAT’S WHAT I THOUGHF TOQ.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHICH MIGHI HAVE ENCOURAGED
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YOU TO GO AHEAD.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: MR+ CHAIRMAN: I DON‘T
THINKN THAT’S NECESSARILY S0, IT’S A NUISANCE VALUEs, THAT 1S
AN INSULT IN A CASE LIKE THIS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? OHs I SEE: I AM NOT A
LAWYERs SO I DON‘T REALLY ~-

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? I AM JUST SAYING THAT
$5,000 OFFER WOULD BE WHAT THEY WOULD CALL A NUISANCE VALUE
REALLY> IN A CASE LIKE THIS? AND IN MY JUUGMENT IT IS AN
INSULT TO YOU.

CHAIRMAN RHODESS AGAINy 1 AM NOT AN ATTORNEY,

REPRESENTATIVE RI1CHARDSON OF FHILADELFPHIA
COUNTY.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: THANK YOU» MK,
CHAIRMAN.,

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSUN:

Q. RECOGNIZING HOW HARD THIS IS FOR YOU TO
TESTIFYs MRS, GAGLIARDI» I WANTED TO EXFLORE A COUPLE
MATTERS.

THERE IS SOME CONCERN THAT ON THE DAY THIS
INCIDENT OCCURRED IN RELATIONSHIP TO YOUR SONs THAT THE
POLICE DEFARTMENT HAS NEVER CONTALTED YOU SINCE THEN.

HAS MAYOR RIZZ0 OR THE POLICE COMMISSIONER
CALLED OR VISITED YOU IN RELATIONSHIF TO THIS FARTICULAR
PROEBLEM?
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A. OHs NOs NEVER,

Q. SINCE Wk KNOW THAT IN THE CITY THt MAYOR HAS
A TENDENCY TO VISIT A FOLICE OFFICER WHEN THEY AKE SHOTs OR
THEIR FAMILIES? I JUST WANJED TU KNOW IF IT WAS THE SAME
SITUATION IN THIS CASE?

A NO» SIRs I NEVER HEARD FROM MAYOR RIZZO OR
POLICE COMMISSIONER C'NEILL.

(P IN YOUR ESTIMATION> AS A CITI1ZEN IN THIS
CITY AND SOLELY IN YOUR OPINION AND IN YOUR OWN WORIDS, WHO DU
YOU FEEL RUNS THE FOLICE DEPARTMENI IN THE CITY OF
PHILADELFHIA» MAYOR RIZZ0O OR FOLICE COMMISSIONER O“NEILLT

A MAYOR RIZZO.

Q. WHY RO YOU FEEL THAT WAY?

Be WELLy I JUST FEEL THAT HE DOES. I FEEL LIKE
COMMISSIONER O/NEILL IS A PUPPET DN A STRING., AND I THINK
THEY ARE ALL AFRAID OF MAYOR RIZZO,.

I THINK HE RUNS EVERYTHING: THE POLICE
DEPARTMENS, POLICE REVIEW BOARD ~~ WHICH I AM AGAINST, I
THINK THERE SHOULD BE A CITIZENS REVIEW ROART,

I THINK ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE CITY MAYOR
RIZZO RUNS.

@ Couth YOU DECRIBE IN YOUR OWN WORDS THE
ATTITUDE OF THE POLICE HERE IN THE C1TY?

A WELL, I WILL TELL YOU ONE THING: WHEN THE

TRIAL WAS ALL OVER IN FEDERAL COURT, WHEN I SUED THE CITY»
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THAT LASTED A& WHOLE MONTH.
THE VERY LAST DAY WHEN IT WAS AlL OVER»
OFFICER FLINT -=- I AND OTHER MEMBERS OF MY FAMILY HEARD
OFFICER FLINT SAYs °*WELLs I STILL GOUT EIG BROTHER®
IN MY ESTIMATIONy BIG BROTHER IS ONLY ONE
MAN .
Q. WHO IS THATT?T
A MAYOR RIZZO.
a, DO YOU BELIEVE THAT --
CHAIRMAN RHODES? MAY I JUST INVERJECT FOR A
MOMENT» REFRESENTATIVE RICHARUSONT
REPRESENIATIVE RICHARDSON: YESs SIRs MR,
CHAIRMAN.,
CHAIRMAN RHOLES!
a. ONE THING FPERFLEXES Mt MITH ALL THESE
STATEMENTS THAT YOU JUST MADE AROUT WHAT THE OFFICER SAID.
WHAT DID THE OFFICER SAY AT THE C1VIL TRIAL
OR OTHER FOLICE OFFICIALS SAY THAT JUSTIFIED THE SHOOTING IN
THEIR ATTEMPT -- I THINK I ASKED ONE OF REPRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSON’S QUESTIONSs EBUP WHAT IID THEY SAY TO JUSTIFY IT.
WHAT BID THEY SAYT
A YESy I AM GLAD YOU ASKED ME THAT.
Q. ACTUALLY REFPRESENFATIVE RICHARDSON IS ASNING
YOU.
A OFFICER FLINT TESTIFIEDN ON THt WITNESS STAND
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THAT MY SON WHO WAS 140 POUNDS AND OFFICER FLINT WHD WAS 190
POUNDS, OFFICER FLINS TESTIFIED THAT DURING THe SCUFFLE THAT
MY SON WAS RESISTING ARRESTy THAT MY SUN 60T IN BACK OF HIM
AND LIKE PUT HIS ARMS AROUND HIM AND He PULLED THE GUN QUI OF
HIS HOLSTER.
ANL MY ATTORNEY ASKED OFFICER FLINT TO
DEMONSTRATE FOR THE JURY HOW THIS WAS DONE!
OFFICER FLINT TOOR OFF HIS GUN AND HGLSTER:s
MY ATTORNEY PUT THE GUN AND HOLSTER ON HMIM -~ THE FEDEKAL
JUDGE EMPTIED THE GUN FIRST -—- MY ATTORNEY PUT THE GUN AND
HOLSTER ON7 OFFICER FLINT FUT HIS ARMS ARQUND MY ATTORNEY
AND HE PULLED AND HE PULLED AND HE FULLED WITH ALL HIS MIGHT»
AND ND WAY DID THAT GUN COME OUT OF THAT HOLSTER.
Q. THEN WHAT DID HE SAY AFTER THAT?
A I BROKE DOWN AND CRIED.
Q. NOs NO» WHAT DID OFFICER FLINf SAY AFTER THE

DEMONSTRATION TO JUSTIFY THE SHOOTING?
A HE DIDN'T SAYs HE JUST SAID THAT AROQUT MY

SON HAD THE GUN? BUT THE FACT THAT HE DEMONSTRATEND ANDI HE
PULLED FOR ALL HE WAS WORTH == HE’S 1Y0 POUNDS -~ HE FULLED
TO SHOW THAT THAT’S HOW MY SON GUT HIS GUN AWAY FROM HIM.
Q. BUT I AM A LITTLE CUNFUSED.,
LET’S ASSUME OFFICER FLINT WAS GOING TO
FOLLOW THAT LINE OF TESTIMONY. He. SAIR YOUR SON PULLED THE
GUN OUT OF HIS HOLSTER?
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A YES» HE SAID MY SON GOT IN RACK OF HIM LIKE
THIS AND --

Q. AND THEN OFFICER FLINT ENDED UFP SHOOTING
YOUR SONs RIGHT?

A YES, MY SON NLEVER GOT THAT GUN.

Q. BUT THE POINT IS OFFICER FLINT ENDS UP
SHOOTING YOUR SON.

HOW DID OFFICER FLINT EXPLAIN HOW HE GOT

THE GUN BACK: AND SINCE THE ONLY GUN YOUR SON HAD WAS THE
OFFICER’Sy USING THE OFFICER’S WORDS, WHAT THREAT DID YOUR
SON REFRESENT TO THE OFFICER SINCE THE ONLY GUN INVOLVED WAS
THE OFFICER’S GUN AND THE OFFICER USED THE GUN TO SHOOT YOUR

SON®?
A WELLs I WILL TELL YOU I WAS VERY NERVOUS

DURING THE TRIAL, Al.LL I CAN THINK OF IS THAT STORY UWAS
CONCOCTED THAT MY SON GUT THE GUN: THEY MARE THAT W°.
I THINK MY SON RESISTED ARREST», ANL HE GOT
AWNAY FROM OFFICER FLINT AND WHEN HE RANs OFFICER FLINT SHOT
HIM IN THE BACK AND AGAIN UNDER THE LEFT ARMPIT,
CHAIRMAN RHODES? OKAY: THANK YOU.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARNSON! THANKN YOU VERY
MUCH» MR. CHAIRMaAN.
REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDNSON?
Q. MRS, GAGLIARDIs, THE QUESTION IS NOM CLEAR IN
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MY MIND SPECIFICALLY AS TO AFTER THE DEMONSTRATION OF THL
POLICE OFFICER ANN THE AYTORNEY THERE IN THE COURTROONM.
WHAT WAS THE QUESTION THAT WAS ASKED OF THE

OFFICER AFTER THE DEMONSTRATION WAS QVER TO INNICATE THE GUN
COULEN’T HAVE EEEN PULLELD OUT OF THE HDLSTER? WHAT WAS THEN
SAIDs IF YOU REMEMBERT

A I THINN I GOT HYSTERICAL CRYINGy AND I DON'T
REMEMEER EXACTLY WHAT WAS Salb, I JUST GOUT HYSTERICAL CRYING.

Q. IN OTHER WORDS YDU CANNOT SHARE WITH THIS
COMMITTEE WHETHER OR NOTs IN FACT THE OFFICER ADMITTED THAT
THAT WAS IMPOSSIEBLE FOR THAT TO OCCUR AS A RESULT OF THE WAY
IT WAS SHOUNT

A FROM WHAT I HEARD FROM MEMBERS OF MY FAMILY
HIS FACE TURNED RED AS A BEET WHEN THIS HAFPENEL» WHEN HE
COULDN'T PULL THE GUN OUT# BUT I MYSELF WAS TOO HYSTERICAL.

. RO YOU KRNOW WHETHER OR NOT THERE WAS ANY
WRITTEN FINAL DECISION —-- THIS IS THE QUUSTION I WANTED TOU
RAISE -- OF THE CIVIL CASE THAT WAS HeLD IN COURT». IN FEDERAL
COQURT?

A Dip 17

. DID YOU EVER RECEIVE A WRITTEN DECISION OF
WHAT HAFPENED AS A RESULT OF THE CASET DILIF YOU EVER RECEIVE
ANYTHING IN WRITINGT

A FROM WHOs SIR?

Q. FROM THE COURTs FEDERAL COURT.
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A FEDERAL COURTs WELL MY ATTORNEY RECEIVED
EVERYTHING: YOU KNOWs ALL THE INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL COURT.
FROM THE APPEALS COURTs FROM THE U. S. SUPRENME COURT.,

Re I AM JUST REFERRING —-- AFTER EVERY CASE
THERE IS5 A WRITTEN DECISION AS TO WHAT THE DUTCOME OF THE
HEARING UAS.

TO HELP THE COMMITTEE, WHAT I AM TRYING TO
GET ON THE RECORD -— TO HELP THE COMMITTEE, WHAT WE WAN( 70
ASCERTAIN IS WHETHER OR NOT THERE WAS A WRITTEN DUCISION AND
DID YOU EVER SEE WHAT THE FINAL WRITTEN DLCISION WAS THAT
MADE THEM RULE IN THE MANNER THAT THEY RID?

A NOy I NEVER SAW THE WRITTEN DECISION. 1
IMAGINE MY ATTORNEY HAS THAT AND HE KNOWSs, SIR.

Q. WHO WAS YOUR ATTORNEY?

A MR, BENJAMIN KUBY., HE’S IN THE PACRARD
BUILDING» 19TH AND CHESTNUT STREETSs I BELIEVE IT ISs 19TH
AND CHESTNUT OR 19TH AND WALMUT.

Q. PRIOR TO THIS INCIDIENT WITH YOUR SONs MKS.,
GAGLIARDI, DO YOU KNOW OF ANY OR DID YOU KNOW OF ANY OTHER
KIND OF CASES LIKE THIS IN THE CITY OF PHILARELPHIAT DO YOU
HAVE ANY FIRST-HAND INFORMATION OTHER THAN 1HAT WHICH YOQU
HEARD! IN COURT IN 1975 ABOUT THE KINDS OF FOLICE ARUSE:
FPOLICE VIOLENCE HERE IN THE C1TY PERPETUATELD BRY POLICE
OFFICERS ON CITIZENS HERE IN THE CITYY

A I NEVER KNEW REFORE» EUT I KNOW SINCE I
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READ» I READ UF ON EVERYTHING IN THE PAPERS AROUT POLICE
BRUTALITY.

r AND FINALLY» I WOULD LIKE TU ASK YOU WHETHER
OR NOT YOU KNOW FERSONALLY OF ANY OTHER WITNESSES WHO WOULD
BE WILLING TO TESTIFY BEFORE THIS COMMITTEE WHILE WE ARE 1IN
PHILADELPHIA?

A YOU MEAN REGARDING MY SON’S CASE OR --
REFERRING TO —-

Q. OTHER CASES.

A. OTHER CASES» NOy I DON’T NNOW ANYONE
PERSONALLY .

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!? THANK YOU VERY
MUCHs MRS, GAGLIARDI.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOU», REPRESENTAIIVE
RICHARDSON,

WE ARE VERY FPLEASED TO ACKNOWLELGE AT THIS
FOINT THE PRESENCE OF THE MINORITY CHAIRMAN OF THE
SUBRCOMMITTEE, TO MY EXIREME LEFT» ANTHONY SCIRICA OF
MONTGOMERY COUNTY.
REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINSy DO YOU HAVE A

QUESTIONT

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: YESs T HAVE ONE.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS?

Q. MRS. GAGLIARNIs AS A RESULT OF YOU PURSUING
THE ACT SURROUNDING YOUR SON’S DEATH» HAS ANY THREATS Ok ACIS
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OF INTIMIDATION BEEN TAKEN AGAINST YOU OR MEMRHERS OF YOUR
FAMILY?T

A NO» JUST THE USUAIL. THING THAT HAFPENS TO A
LOT OF PEOFLE: THE FHONE WILL RING: WHEN YOU ANSWERs ND ONE
ELSE ANSWERS, YOU JUST HANG UP. OTHER THAN THATs THERE HAS
BEEN NO HARASSMENT.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: THANK YOU» MRS.
GAGLIARDI,

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOUs REPRESENTATIVE
WIGGINS.

REFPRESENTATIVE SCIRICAr DO YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTIONST?

REPRESENTATIVE SCIRICA! NO.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: Wk HAVE A FOLLOW-UP QUESTION
FROM REPRESENIATIVE WILLIAMS WHO IS QUK RESIDENT LAWYER ON
THE COMMITTEE.

REFRESENTATIVE HWILLIAMS.,

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:

Q. MKS. GAGLIARLIIs DO YOU KNOW WHETHER OR NOT
YOUR ATTORNEY SUBPOENAED THE MEDRICAL RECORIS AND) THE POLICE
RECORDS INVOLVING THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN YOUR SON‘S DEATH?

A I BELIEVE HE DID.

Q. I TAKE IT YOU WOULDN’T HAVE ANY FERSONAL
OBJECTION IF WE GOT ACCESS TO THE RECORDS INVOLVING THESET?

A WOULD I HAVE ANY FERSONAL ORJECTION?


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


[ ]

b S < - L N I I & S |

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

23
24
25

HELEN GAGLIARDI 484

Q. YES.,

A NO.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:? THANK YOU.,
CHAIRMAN RHODES? REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON

JUST ONE ERIEF QUESTION.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:
a. I WANTED TO ASK ONE SFECIFIC QUESTIONs THAT

WAS RELEVANT TO THE STATE THAT WE LIVE IN» OKAYs THE SIATE OF
CONFUSIONs THAT IS.
COULD YOU TELL US WHETHER OR NOT YOU BELIEVE
THAT IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA THAT WE LIVE IN IS A POLICE
STATEs IN YOUR OWN WORDSes IN YOUR OPINION?T
A DEFINITELY S0,
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARLSON? THANK YOU VERY
MUCH .,
CHAIRMAN RHODES: MRS+ GAGLIARDIy WE ARE VERY
FPLEASED AND WE THANN YOU FOR TAKING THt TIME QUT TO BE WITH
US AND DISCUSS MITH US THIS FAINFUL SUBJECT.
I JUST WANT TO ASK ONE QUESTION» THE
CHAIRMAN HAS THAT PREROGATIVE,
CHAIRMAN RHODESS
Q. THE THING THAT STRIKES ME SO ODD ABOUT THIS,
SINCE A JURY APPEARING IN A CIVIL CASE FOUND IN YOUR FAVOR
AND WAS UPHELD ALl THE WAY UF TO THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
UNITED STATES -~ AND AS YOU WELL KNOW, THE SUPREME COURT OF
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THE UNITED STATES THESE DAYS IS NOY THE MOSYT LIBERAL BODY IN
THE WORLD -- AND THIS OFFICER» OFFICER FLINT WAS FROMOTED.

YOU SAYs TO SERGEANIT®
A SOMEWHERE ERETWEEN THE TIME THAT MY ROY WAS

KILLED IN ‘72 UNTIL THE TRIAL OF ‘75 HE WAS PROMOTED TO A

SERGEANT .

Q. AND HE IS SFILL A SERGEANT?

A HE WAS IN “73s IN FEDERAL COURT.

Q. HE IS STILL ON THE FORCEs I AM TOLD» EY MY
STAFF .

A YES: AND IN ’75 HE WAS AT THE FOLICE
GARAGE? AND IS STILL A SERGEANT AS FAR AS I KNOU.

2. HE HIT THIS OTHER PERSON ACROSS THE HEAD?

A YESs HE WHACKED HIM ACROSS THE HEAR.

F 28 AND HE WALKS AROUNL IN PHILARELFHIA WITH THE

POLICE FOWERS THAT WE IN THE LEGISLATURE -- THAY’S UHY WE ARE
HERE -~ GAVE HIMs RECAUSE WE GIVE THE FOLICEMEN THEIR FOLICE

POWER» THAT‘S WHERE IT COMES FROMs THE STATE LAW.
DO YOU THINR THAT OFFICER FLINT REPRESENTS A

DANGER TO THE CITIZENS IN THIS CITY WHEN HE WAILLKS AROUND WITH
HIS BADGE AND HIS GUN AND HIS NIGHTSTICK NOWT

DO YOU THINK HE REFRESENTS -— THAT ONE MAN»
BECAUSE ot ARE TRYING TOU UNDERSTAND THE WHOLE SYSTEM» RUT

THEN WE ARE ASKING ABOU! ONE PERSON TOO -- DOES OFFICER OR
SERGEANT FLINI NOWs DOES HE REFRESENS IN YOUR OPINION A
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DANGER TC PEOPLE?
A IN MY HONEST OFINIONs I DON'T THINK HE’S
QUALIFIED TO BE A POLICE OFFICER AT AlL.
a. L0 YOU THINK HE MIGHT HURT SOMEONE ELSE?
A NOT WHILE HE IS WORKING AT THE POLICE

GARAGE .

Q. HE IS AN OFF-DUTY OFFICER» HE CARRIES A GUN.

A HE CARRIES A GUN ALL THE TIME?

Q. YES.

A IN MY OPINIONs I THINK HE IS A HOT-TEMPERED
PERSON. HE IS TOO RUICK TOs YOU KNOW» TO THINK. TO THINK OUT
THINGS.

Q. DO YOU THINR HE MIGHT HURT SOMEBRODY AGAIN?

A GODr FORBID» I HOPE NOT.

Q. DO YOU THINK THE ACTION BY THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT OR THE LACK OF IT IN RELATION TO HIS KILLING OF
YOUR SON ENCOURAGES OTHER POLICE OFFICERS TO THINK THEY MIGHY
GET AWAY WITH DOING THAT SORT OF THING?

A, I THINK THE STATEMENTS THAY MAYOR RIZZ0O HAS
MADE ABOUT POLICE BRUTALITY GIVES SOME OFFICERS ~- NOT AL O
THEM -~ SOME OFFICERS THE FEELING» °*WELL» Wk GOT FRANK,
NOTHING IS GOING TO HAFPPEN TO USs Wt GUT FRANK,®

Q. THEIR BIG EBROTHER?

A UH~-HUM .

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANKN YOU VERY MUCHs MRS,
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GAGLIARDI. WE ARE VECRY PLEASED YQU COULD ERE WITH US TOD'AY.
IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LINE TO
TELL USs BASED ON UPDATES BY YOUR COUNSELT
A WELL: IF YOU WANT ANY RECORDS OF THE TRIAL
ITSELFs» THEY ARE ACCESSIBLE TO0 YOU.
CHAIRMAN RHOLDES! YOU WILL MARE THOSE RECORDS
AVATILARLE TO USs TO OQUR STAFF?
A YES.
CHAIRMAN RHOLES AND WE WILL TOTALLY SECURE
THEM.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TESTIMONY. UWE
APPRECIATE YOU EEING WITH US.
(WITNESS EXCUSED.)
CHAIRMAN RHODES? QUR NEXYT WITNESS IS THE
HONORARLE JOSEPH COLEMAN, A MEMBRER OF CITY COUNCIL.
COUNCILMAN COLEMAMs THANK YOU FOR ELING WITH
Us.
DO YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE IN YOUR
POSSESSION & SUBPOLNA TG AFMPEAR EEFORE US TODAY?
COUNCILMAN COLEMAN: I po.
COUNCILMAN JOSEFH COLEMANs, SWORN.
CHAIRMAN RHODES?
r DO YOU HAVE A SWORN STATEMENT?
A, I HAVE A COPY OF A STATEMENT WHICH I
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FPREFAREDs WHICH WAS PREPARED SOME TIME ACO#? BUT I THINK 17 I8
RELEVANT, IT [& QUITE APPROPRIATE HERE [HIS EVENING.

. YOU MAY PROCEEN» COUNCII_MAN.

A I WOULD LIKNE TO SAY INITIALLY» PERHAFS I
SHOULD SAY AT THE ENDINGs VTHAT I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT COUNCIL
HAS THE WILL OR THE TENACITY AT THIS POINI TO ENALT ANY
LEGISLATION THAY WOULD ATTEMPT TO ANDRESS 11SELF TO POLICE
BRUTALITY. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE MAYOR IS OF THE
TEMPERAMENT THAT Ht IS WILLING TO DO ANYTHING IN TERMS OF
IMPLEMENTING ANY KIND OF PROCEDURES OR ANY NIND OF OFFICE OF
COMPLAINTy ALONG THAT LINE.

I DO BEL1EVE THAT IF THIS COMMITTEEs [HE

SUBCOMMITTEE AND FAREN! COMMITTEE ANDs GENERALLYs THE HOUSE
ITSELF AND THE LEGISLATURE IVSELF» THAT IF IT DOES NOT ACT 1IN
THIS MATTERs I DON‘T BELIEVE THAT WE WILL IN PHILAMELPHIA

HAVE ANY PEACE AND THAT WHAT PRESENTLY EXISTS IN PHILADELFPHIA

WILL CONTINUE.
PERHAPS THAT STATEMENT OUGHT TO BE THE LAST

STATEMENTs BUT NEVERTHELESS,» I WANT TO PREFACE WHAT I HAVE TO
SAY WITH THAT STATEMENT.

ALMOST EVERY OTHER DAY BRINGS ALDITIONAL
REVELATIONS OF NEW ALLEGATIONS OF FOLICE RRUTALITY» FPQLICE
HARASSMENTy UNLAWFUL USE OF FORCE AND USE OF EXCESSIVE FORCE
AND OUTRIGHT BRUTALITY ACAINST CERTAIN SEGMENTS OF THE
CITIZENS OF PHILADELFHIA., SOME OF THESE ALLEGATIONS HAVE
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BEEN DOCUMENTED AND THEY ARE ALSO SUPPORTED BY EYEWIINESSES,

WHILE OTHERS ARE UNSUBSTANTIATED ASSERVIOWS EY VIUTIMS THEMSELVES.
IT WOULD BE GROSSLY D(SHONEST TO EVEN

FAINTLY SUGGEST OR IMPLY THAT LARGE NUMBRERS OF PHILALELPHIA

FPOLICEMEN ARE INUVQLVED 1IN THIS ABUSE ANIt THIS HARASSMENY OKR

BRUTALITY ALAINST ANY OF OUR CITIZENS.
I WANT TO SAY AT THE VERY BEGINNING THAT

PHILADELFHIA DOES HAVE AN EXCELLENT FOLICE FORCE OF WHICH THLE
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY ARE TRYING TO DO A GOOD JUB AND TRYING
TD ENFORCE THE LAW CONSTITUTIONALLY ANN EQUITARBLY.

EACH DAY WE KNOW THEGE MEM GO OUT ANB THEY
PUT THEIR LIVES ON THE LINE IN ORLER TQ PROTECT SOCIETY.

BUrf ON THE OTHER HANDLy LET Il BE CLEAR IT
WOULD BE SIMFLY LUDRICROUS AND RIDICULOUS TO WRITE OFF ALL OF
THESE DOCUMENTED ALLEGATIONS AND EYEWITNESSED! ACCOUNTS OF
FOLICE ABUSE» HARASSHMENT AND BRUTALITY AS MERE FIGMENFS OF
THE IMAGINATIONs CONTRIVED EBY PERSONS HAVING A RONE TO PICK
WITH THE FOLICE. IT CERTAINLY WOULD BE LAUGHABLE TO EVEN

THINK OF THAT.,
THE NET EFFECT OF THESE REVELATIONS HAS BEEN

TO ENGENDER WITHIN THE CITY AS A WHOLE THE SAME FEELINGS OF
FEAR AND MISTRUST FOR OUR FOLICE THAT LARGE SEGMENTS OFF THY
NON-WHITE COMMUNITY HAVE FELT AND SUFFERED FOR SO LONG A

TIME.
FROM ALL INDICATIONS. THESE FEELINGS OF FEAR
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AND MISTRUST EMANATE FROM THE ACTIONS OF A VERY SMALL
MINORITY OF POLICE WHO» UNDER THE COLOR OF OFFICE, FREQUENTLY
STEP BEYOND THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY IN THE NaME OF
FIGHTING CRIME AND PROTECTING SOCIETY.

AND FREQUENTLY, THESE ILLEGAL ANDO CRIMINAL
ACTIONS OF THIS SMALL MINORITY OF POLICE ARE DELIEERATE AND
SOMETIMES THEY ARE MALICIOUS. Al OTHER TIMES SUCH ACTIONS
STEM FROM THE DVERREACTION OF POLICE CAUGHT UP IN UNEXFECTED
AND DIFFICULT SITUATIONS. BUT IN ROTH CASESs MR, CHAIRMANS
SUCH ACTIONS ARE BUOTH ILLEGAL. AND CRIMINAL. THESE ACTI1ONS BY
THIS SHaALL MINORITY HAS CAST DARK CLOUDS OF SUSPICION AND
MISTRUST OVER THE ENTIRE FOLICE DEFARTMENT» WHICH SPREAD WITH
EACH NEW REVELATION OF ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS ANU ASSERTIONS.

IF THESE CLOUDS ARE NOT REMOVEDs AND SUON»
THEY WILL INEVITARLY ENGULF OUR ENTIRE CI1TYsy TURNING IT INTO
A CITY OF TOTAL FEAR? AND A CITY OF TOTAL FEaR IS A PARALYZED
CITY WHICH IS THE PRECURSOR OF A DYING CITY.

THERE IS AN URGENT NEELD IN QUR CITY TOD
ESTABLISH AN OFFICE WHOSE EXCLUSIVE RESPONSIBILITY WOULR BE
TO INVESTIGATEs TO DETERMINE THE FACTS AND MAKNE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE DISPOSITION AN ADJULICATION OF ALL
EITIZENS’ ALLEGATIONS AND COMPLAINTS OF POLICE ABUSE AND
BRUTALITY.

NOW SEVERAL LARGE CITIES IN THE COUNTRY HAVE
SUCH AGENCIES. THEY INCLUDE CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS» KANSAS CITY
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ANII OAKLANDs AND SUCH AN AGENCY HAS BEEN FROPOSED IN SAN
FRANCISCC IN 1974,

SUCH AN OFFICE WAS FROPOSED IN RILL NUMKER
590 WHICH WAS INIRODUCEDR INTO CITY COUNCIL O FERRUARY 24,
19727y A COPY OF WHICH YOU HAVE. THIS BILL STILL REMAINS IN
COMMITTEE, AND IT IS MY UNDERSTANIIING THAT IT WILL CONTINUE

TO REMAIN IN COMMITTEE.,
SIMPLY STATED» BlLL 590 WOULD ESTABLISH AN

OFFICE OF CITIZENS COMPLAINIS WITHIN THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT
EMPOWEREDR TO EXERCISE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICVTION OVER ALL
CITIZENS’ COMFLAINTS INVOLVING CHARGES OF FOLICE ARUSE.
HARASSMENTs UNLAWFUL USE OF FURCE AND USE OF EXCESSIVE FOURCE.
THE OFFICE OF CITIZENS COMPLAINTS, WHICH WE CAN CALL 0.C.C.s
WOULD CONSIST OF AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: WHO WOULD RE A LAWYER
APPOINTED BY THE POLICE COMMISSIONER»> ANL THREE BRASIC UNITS.

THE FIRST UNIT WOULD BE THE INVESTIGATIVE
UNIT. THIS UNIT WOULD INVESTIGATE ALL CHARGES AND
ALLEGATIONS OF FPOLICE ABUSE» HARASSMEN(, UNLAWFUL USE OF
FORCE AND USE OF EXCESSIVE FORCE. MEMBERS OF THIS UNIT WOULD
RE SELECTED FROM A SPECIAL CIVIL SERVICE REGISTER ESTABLISHED
FOR THAT PURFOSE.

THE NEXT UNIT WOULD BE THE HEARING EXAMINERS
UNIT. IT WOULD CONIUCT HEARINGS ON AlLL CHARGES AND
ALLEGATIONS THAT ARE FOUND TO HAVE FRIMA FACIE MERIT» AFTER A
THOROUGH INVESTIGATIOM BY THE INVESTIGATIVE UNIT. MEMBERS OV
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THIS UNIT WOULD ALSO BE SELECTED FROM A& SPECIAL CIVIL SERVICE
REGISTER ESTABLISHED FOR THIS PURPOSE.

AND THE LAST UNIT WOULD BE A EBOARD OF
CITIZENS’ COMPLAINTS REVIEW. ANI THEY WOULD HEAR Al.L APFEALS
FROM ADVERSE DECISIONS AGAINST COMPLAINANTS AND POLICE ALLIKE.
MEMHERS OF THIS BOARD OF CITIZENS’ COMPLAINTS REVIEW WOULD BE
APFOINTED BRY THE FOLICE COMMISSIONER FROM A LISYT OF NAMES
SURMITTEDR FROM A COMMITTEE CONSISTING OF THE DEANS OF THE
SCHOOLS OF LAW OF THE URIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA AND TEMHMLE
UNIVERSITYs AND THE ACADEMIC DEAN OF ST. JOSEFH’S COLLEGE.

BILL 590 FURTHER FROVIDES THAT Al.L MEMBERS
OF 0.C.C. BE CITIZENS WITH NO PRIOR OR FRESEN{ AFFIL1ATION
WITH THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT. O.C.C. WOULL BE A
CITIZENS~-STAFFED ADJUNCT TO THE FOLICE DEFARTMENCy NEITHER
ALIEN OR AILDOF NOR CONTROLLED OR SUBSERVIENT.

RUT BRILL 590 WAS MET WITH QUITE A BIT OF
OPPOSITIONy AND THE STRONGEST OPPOSITION CAME FROM THOSE WHO
PROFESS TO BELIEVE THAT THERE IS NO POLICE BRUTALITY OR
HARASSMENT OR UNLAWFUL USE OF FORCE OR USE OF EXCESSIVE FURLE
IN DUR CITY. THEY CONTEND THAT THE OFFICE OF CITIZENS
COMPLAINTS AS PROVIDED FOR IN RILL 390» A COPY OF WHICH YOU
HAVE, WOULD HAMPER AND DISCOURAGE THE POLICE IN THE
PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES. THEY ARE UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO
RECOGNIZE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EFFECTIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT ON
THE DNE HAND AND FOLICE ABUSE ON THE OYHER:, AS WELL AS THEIR
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MUTUAL EXCLUSIVENESS OF EACH OTHER.
OPPOSITION ALLSO CAME FROM VICTIMS OF THIS

RILL WHOSE BODIES AND MINDS SFILL BORE SCARS THAT BESFORE AND
EVIDENCED FOLICE BRUFALITY. THEY PROTESTED THAT BILL NUMBER
590 WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH AND DOUBTED ITS EFFECTIVENESS.

NCW IT IS TRUE THAT BILL 590 SATISFIES
NEITHER THOSE WHO WANT TO SEE NO EBILL AT ALLs NOR THOSE WHO
WOULD SHACKLE OR HaANDCUFF THE POLICE TO THE EXTENT THAT WOULD
DESTROY THEIR EFFECTIVENESS IN THE FERFORMANCE OF THEIR LEGAL
DUTIES. BUT BILL 590 IS FAIRs BOTH TU THE COMPLAINANTS AND
THE POLICE ALIKE. IT DOES NDT SEEK TO METE QUI PUNISHMENT
FOR PAST MISDEEDSs BUT RATHER Il SEEKS TO PROMOTE FUfURE
FOLICE ACCOUNTABILITY FUR THEIR ACTIONS AS WELL AS TO PROMOTE
TRUST AND MUTUAL RESPECT BETWEEN THE FOLICE ANU THE
CITIZENRY.

AND TO THOSE WHO SAY THAT THERE IS NO NEED
FOR BILL 590+ I VIGOROUSLY DISAGREE. 70 THOSE WHO SAY THAT
BILL 590 IS NOT STRUONG ENOUGH, I UNNDERSTAND THE DEFPTHS OF
BITTERNESS AND FRUSTRATION FROM WHENCE THEIR WORDS ARE
UTTERED. BUT I COUNSEL THEM T8O REMEMBER AN AGE OLLF TRUTH-.
AND THAT TRUTH IS THAT SOMETIMES IN FIGHTING SO HARD FOR TIE
IDEAL THINGS THAT SHOULD RE, WE OFTEN PREVENT THE PRAGMATIC
THINGS THAT COULL BE.

THAT ENDS MY PREFAREL STATEMENT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU VERY MUCH»
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COUNCILMAN COLEMAN.
QUESTIONS FROM THE SUBCOMMITTEE, STARTING

FROM THE LEFT, REFRESENITIVE SCIRICA.

REPRESENTATIVE SCIRICA! NO QUESTIONS.
CHAIRMAN RHODES?S REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.
REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: I DO HAVE A QUESTION.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS:
Q. COUNCILMAN COLEMANs IT SEEMS AS THOUGH YOU
MADE AN HONEST EFFORT TO COME UP WITH A BILL THAT MIGHT
POSSIBLY CURE SOME OF THE ILLS THAT EXIST TODAY3S HOWEVERs IT
IS ALREADY STATED BY YOU THAT IT IS RUNNING INIQ OPPOSITION
AND YOUR BILL HAS BEEN COMMITTED BACK TO COMMITTEEs AND GOD
ONLY KNOWS WHEN IY MIGHT POSSIBLY BE FORTHCOMING AND ENACTEL
AS A LANW.
HOWEVERs AS A RESULT OF SOME OF THE
TESTIMONY THAT HAS BEEN STATED IN FREVIOUS HEARINGS» IT HAS
BEEN STATED THAT THERE IS A BILL THAT IS LAW THROUGHOUT THE
COMMONWEAIL.THs WITH THE EXCEFTION OF FHILADELFHIAy WHICH IS
KNOWN AS THE MUNICIPAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING MANUAIL.., FOR
SOME REASONy A CITY OF THE FIRST CLASS HAS BEEN EXCLULED.
FROM WHAT I UNDERSTANDs THIS RBILL DETAILS EXACTLY THE CONDUCT
OF THE POLICE,» HOW THEY ARE TO COMPLY IN VARIOUS SITUATIONS
AND MORE OR LESS SETS UP AN S.0.F. FOR THEM.
MY QUESTION TO YOU IS» IN LIEU OF FASSAGE Or

BILL NUMBER 590, DO YOU THINKN THAT THE INCLUSION OF THE EILL
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THAT I JUST MENTIONEDs RELATING TO MUNICIFAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
TRAINING ACTy WOULD BRE HELPFUL IF IT INCLUDELD THE CITY UF
PHILADELPHIA IN ORDER TO REDUCE OR FOSSIBLY ELIMINATE SOMt OF
THE ABUSES THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE SO FAR?

A REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS, IF I UERE TO ASSUME
THAT THE LAW ABOUS WHICH YOU SFEAN SETS UF A FROCEDURE,
MANDATORY PROCENURE WHERERY REFPORTS AND ACTIONS WITHIN THE

POLICE DEPARTMENT OR OTHERWISE WOULD HAVE TO BE --
CHAIRMAN RHODES? COUNCILMAN COLEMANy REFORE

YOU RESPOND TO REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS’ QUESTION» LET’S
CLARIFY THE SITUATION.

THE MUNICIPAL. TRAINING ACT OF POLICE
OFFICERS ONLY HAS TO IO WITH REQUIRER LEVELS OF HOURS OF
TRAINING THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT, FEACE OFFICERS OF THE
COMMONWEALTH HAVE TO HAVE TO EBECOME OFFICERS OF THE
COMMONWEALTH. AND IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT FHILADELFHIA
WAS EXCLUDED BECAUSE PHILADELPHIA HAS MORE HOURS REQGUIRED

THAN THE MUNICIPAL TRAINING ACT REGUIRES.
WE DON’T HAVE -~ MAYBE WE SHOULD HAVE -- WE

DON‘T HAVE A STATEWIDE STATUIE HAVING TO DO WITH COMPLAINTS
OR REVIEW OF SHOOTING INCIDENTS OR ANYFHING LIKE THAT» WE
DON’T HAVE THAT.,

A I WAS THINKING PERHAFS ~-
CHAIRMAN RHODES? MAYBE WE NEED SOMETHING LIKE

THAT» BUT WE DON‘T HAVE IT NOUW.
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A SINCE MY SUPPOSITION THEN AS 70 WHAT IS IN
THE LAW ITSELF IS NOT THERE, THEN I WOULD SAY CERTAINLY NOT»
IT WOULD NOT CURE THE ILL WHICH IS5 AFFECTING PHILADELFHIA AT
ALL, AND I DO THINK THAT PERHAPS PHILADNELFHIA HAS A BETTER
TRAINING SYSTEM WITH MORE HOURS AS FAR A8 POLICE ARE
CONCERNED THAN THAT ACT PROVIDES FOR.

CHAIRMAN RHODESS THANK YOU,
REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINSs DO YOU HAVE ANY MORE

QUESTIONS?
REPRESENTATIVE WIGBINS: NO.
CHAIRMAN RHODES: REPRESENfATIVE RICHARDGON.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? THANN YOU VERY

MUCHs MR. CHAIRMAN.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARNSON?

Q. COUNCILMAN COLEMAN» IN YOUR TESTIMONY TODAY»
YOU BRIEFLY TOUCHED ON A PROBLEM THAT IS VERY DEAR TO MANY
FPEOFLE IN THE CITY OF FHILADELPHIA.

THERE IS ONE QUESTION I HAVE RELEVANT TO THE

PART THAT DEALS WITH THE FPOLICE COMMISSIONER FICKING THE
LAWYER TO BE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. YOU AS WELL AS MYSELF
AND OTHERSs YOU KNOW HOW THE CITY IS RUN HERE IN THIS TOWN
AND AS A COUNCILMAN, ELECTED OFFICIAL IN THE CITY, COULD YOQU
SHED SOME LICHT ON WHY YOU CHOSE THAT THE LAWYERS SHOULD RE
APPOINTED BY THE POLICE COMMISSIONER TO HEAD UP THE 0.C.C.7

A I THINK IF WE HAD THE POLICE COMMISSIONER OR
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ANY OTHER ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS WHOD WERE GAMELY CONCERNED
ABOUT THE PROBLEMy 1 THINK WHO AFFOINTED THIS INBIVIDUAL
WOULD NOT BE IMPFORTANT IF WE HAD A PERSON COMMITTED TO DOING
HWHAT IS RIGHT TO DO,
I THINK I THREW THAT IN THERE TO TRY TO MAKE

A BILL SOMLWMAT COMPATIBLE WHERERBRY THE ANMINISTRATION AND MY
FELLOW COUNCILMEN WOULD AT LEAST SEE SOMETHING IN IT THAT
THEY COULD SUPPORT. AND I FELT THAT PERHAPS THAT THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HIMSELF WITH THESE OTHER AGENTS OR THESE
OTHER UNITS COULD NOT REALLY GO TOO FAR AML PARTICULARLY WHEN
THIS APPEAL UNIT IS SELECTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF THE SCHOOLS
OF LAW. I THOUGHT THAT WAS A CHECK ON THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTORs AND I PUYT IT IN THERE AS AN ENTICEMENT TO OTHER
COUNCILMEN TO GIVE A VOTE FOR THIS PARTICULAR EILLs THINKING
THAT THERE WERE OTHER SUFFICIENT SAIEGUARLS THAT WOULL
PERFORM FOR THE PURFPOSE FOR WHICH THE BILL IS INTENNED,

q. DO YOU THINKs MR. COUNCILMAN> THAT IN ALL
FAIRNESS ANLD SINCERITY IN RELATIONSHIF TO QUR PROBLEM HERE IM
THE CITY OF PHILADLPHIA» THAT WE COULD GET AN EQUITABLE AND
FAIR SOLUTION IF THE POLICE COMMISSIONER AFFPOINTS A LAWYER
WHO IS IN THE HANDS AND THE CONTROL OF THE FOWERS TO BE IN
THIS TOWN THAT PRESENTLY CONTROL IT?

A I THINK IF YOU READ THE PBILL VERY CAREFULLY»
YOU WILL FIND THAT THE DUTIES OF THE EXECUIIVE DIRECTOR ARE
SPELLED OUT INDEPENDENTLY OF THE COMMISSIONs, THE COUNCIL
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WOULD MAKE AVAILARLE A SEPARATE RULIGET FOR THIS UNIT: IT
WOuL.D BE A CIVILIAN UNIT WITHIN THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT.

I AM NOT SO SUREs I AM CERTAINLY WILLING TO
RECONSIDER THAT FROVISION AGAINs AS WELL AS SOME OTHERS.

Q. AlLSO» COUNCILMAN COLEMAN» WHAT POWERS WOULD

THE 0.C.C. HAVE IN RELATIONSHIF TO VARIOUS SERIOCUS COMMLAINTS
THAT HAVE EBEEN BROUGHT BY CITIZENS 1IN THIS TOWN» FOR INSTANCE
IN THE WINSTON HOOD CASE NHERE WE FIND THAT THE PHILARELPHIA
FOLICE DEFARTMENT DECIDES ON ITS OWN THAT THE CASE IS ANOTHER
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE IN THE CITY OF FHILANELFHIA WHILE THE
D.A.’S OFFICE AND THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY GENERAL CONTINUE
TO INVESTIGATE THIS MATYER.

WHERE DO YOU SEE A BILL LIKE THIS FITTING
IN» GIVING POWERS TO THAT COMMITTEE 7O HAVE ANY POWERS TO
ENFORCEs ANY KIND OF AUTHORITY THAT WOULD ALLOW THEM TO DEAI

WITH THE PROELEM?
Ao I THINK IT TAKES AMAY», 1 THINK THE RILL SAYS

THAT EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION IN THESE AREAS WILL BE VESTED IN
THIS COMMITTEE OR IN THIS CITIZENS’ BOARD, AND I THINK IT
TAKES AWAY FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT THAT FUNCTION
AL TOGETHER .

a. DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE PROCEDURE IS NOUW»
COUNCILMANT

A, MR. REFRESENTATIVE, 1 AM ASHAMEDR TO SAY», RBUF
PRIOR TO WRITING THIS RILL, I WROTE TO THE COMMISSIONEK AND
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ASKED HIM» AFTER WRITING TO CHICALO ANl OTHER CITIES AND
RECEIVING VARICUS INFORMATION, I WROTE TO THE COMMISSIONER
AND ADVISED HIM AS TO WHAT -- AND THE MAYOR GOT A COPY OF THE
LETTER -~ ADVISING HIM OF WHAT I PROPDSED TO DOs» AND I WAS
GOING 70 WRITE A BILL AND INTRODUCE IT 70 COUNCILF ANN WOULD
HE PROVIDE ME WITH THE FRESENT PROCEDURES», FOLICE PROCEDURES»
THAT PERTAIN TO CASES SUCH AS THIS. AND I AM RATHER
EMRARRASSED TO SAY WHAT THE ANSWER WAS THAT HE SENT BACK TO
ME.
a. WOULD YOU TELL US ANYWAY,
A IT IS NOT OFTEN THAT I TALK ABOUI THE POWER

OF A COUNCILMAN. HE TOLD ME ~- OR THE NON-POWER.

HE TOLD ME THAT WHAT I SHOULD DO IS TO
CONSULT THE PRESIDENT GF CITY COUNCIL ON THIS MATTERFs AND
THAT IF HE RECEIVED CORRESFONDENCE FROM THE THE PRESIDENT»
THAT HE WOULD AT THAT TIME CONSIDER IT.

THE POINT IS NOW —— AND I7 INFURIATES THE
HELL OUT OF ME -—- THAT I AM A COUNCILMAN TOO» ELECTED BY AS
MANY VOTES AND AS MANY PEOPLE IN MY DBISTRICT AS IN THE
FRESIDENT’S DISTRICTF AND I WAS REFERRED TO THE PRESIDENT TO
WRITE A LETTER AS IF I WERE A LACKEY, aAND THAT I WOULD HAVE
TO G0 TO HIM AND TELL HIM TO PLEASE WRITE A LETTER ON MY
BEHALF .,

S0 IT HURTS ME TO HMAKE THAT STATEMENF; BUS
THIS IS WHAT THE FOLICE COMMISSIONER TOLD A PERSON WHO SITS
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ON THE COUNCIL WHG APPROVES HIS RUDGET.
a. THAT IS KIND OF TYFICAL OF THE MENTALITY»

THOUGH:s IN THE CITYr OF THE ADMINISTRATIONT
YOU DON’T HAVE TO ANSWER THAT.
COUNCILMAN, JUST FOR THE RECORD HOW LONG
HAVE YOU LIVED IN PHILADELPHIAT
Ao S1INCE 1949,
Q. AND SINCE YOU LIVED HERE SINCE 1949y WHEN
WERE YOU AWARE OF POLICE BRUFALITY?
A, WELLs AS A LAWYER I HAVE BEEN AWARE.
CLIENTS CAME IN CLAIMING BRUTALITY AND SHOWING SCARS AND
EVIDENCE TO THAT EXIENT. BUT ALMOST ALWAYS THE POLICE WOULD
BRING CHARGES OF ASSAULT THEMSELVES: AND THEY COULD ALWAYS
SAY IN EVIIENCE AS FAR AS THEY WERE CONCERNED THAT THEY ONLY
USED THE FOWER NECESSARY TO OVERCOME THE OPFOSITION THAT THE
OTHER PERSONS: WHAT THE DEFENDANT HAD PUI UF.
SG 1 HAVE BEEN ACQUAINTERD WITH FPOLICE ARUSES
FOR QUITE SOME TIME.,
r IN THE CITY AS AN ELECTED REFPRESENTATIVE AND
SERVANT OF THE PEOPLE, COULD YOU SHARE WITH THIS COMMITTEE
YOUR OWN PERSONAL FEELINGS ABOUT THE ATTITUDE: BESCRIBE THE
ATTITUDE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT HERE IN THE CITY» RELEVANT
TO ITS CITIZENRY AS YOU DESCRIBED IN THE PREPARED TEXT.
I WOULD LIKE YOU TO ELABORATE A LITTLE MORE
ANDI TRY TO EXPLORE FOR US» AS AN ELECTED REFRESENTATIVE
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EXACTLY HOW YOU SEE THAT ATTITUBE OVERALL OF THE FOLICE IN
THIS TOUN.

A IT IS VERY DIFFICULY FOR ME TO PINPOINT
BECAUSE THE ATTITUDE OF THE POLICE IN RESPECT TU ME AS A
COUNCILMAN 1S5 SO DIFFERENT UNTIL ANYWHERE WHERE I AM PRESENT
THAT FORM OF BEHAVIOR OR EITHER CONBUCT IS THERE, ANDI SO IT
TAKES ONE TO GO OUT ALMOST INCOGNITO TO TRY TU FIND OQUT WHAT
18 GOING ON INSOFAR AS REHAVIOR PATTERN CHANGES» ACCORDING TO
WHO IS THERE., THEREFORE: I CAN ONLY GO ON WHAT I HAVE HEARD
AND WHAT I HAVE SEEN IN TERMS OF POLICE BRUIAILITY.

I HAVE SEEN CLIEN(S COME TO MY OFFICE,
BRUFALIZED. I HAVE BEEN TOLD RY VICTIMS AS WELL AS THEIR
WITNESSES THAT THEY HAVE BEEN BRUTALIZEDF ERUT AGAIN I MUST
SAY THAT MY PERSONAL OBSERVATION IS8 VERY LIMITED BECAUSE OF
THE FACT THE CONDUCT OF OFFICERS IN MY PRESENCE IS MUCH
DIFFERENT FROM WHAT 1T WOULD BE ORDINARILY. OF WHICH I RO
NOT BELIEVE REFRESENTS THEIR REAL BEHAVIOR AT ALL TIMES.

Q. COUNCILMAN,s HAVE YDU AT ANY TIME MET WITH
COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL OR THE PRESENT MAYOR CONCERNING THESE
MATTERS OF FOLICE BRUTALITY OTHER THAN THE LETTER THAT You
WROTE TRYING TO GEY SOMEONE INFORMATIONT

A. I HAVE NOT MET FERSONALLY WITH EITHER ONE OF
THEM ON THAT SUBJECY. I HAVE CERTAINLY WRITTEN ANL OBJECTED
STRENUOUSLY TO BROTH AS WELL AS THE POULICE CAFTAINS THROGUGHOUY
THE DISTRICTS. BUT A PERSONAL CONFERENCE WITH E1THER UF THL
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TWO» EITHER WITH MAYOR RIZZ0O OR MR. O’/NEILLs NO.
Q. JUST TWO OTHER RUESTIONS BECAUSE I JUST
RECEIVED A NOTE THAT WE HAVE TO SPEEDRD IT UF!
COULD YOU TELL THIS COMMITTYEE IN YDUR
OPINION WHO RUNS THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THIS CITY»
COUNCILMANs IS IT MAYOR RIZZ0O OR COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL?
A I COULD GIVE YOU A DIRECT ANSWER BUf I WILL
NOT DO SOy NOT INITIALLY. BUT I WILL ANSWER I7.
I HAVE BEEN READING THE HOME RULE CHARTER
RECENTLY» AND FOR GOOD REASON., AND SECYION 400 SAYS THAT ALL
OF THE ADMINISTRATIVLE ~- SECTION 2-400 SAYS THAT AlLL THE
ADMINISTRATIVE AND EXECUTIVE POWERS AS WELL AS CONTROL OF THE
POWERS OF THE FOLICE:, LAW ENFORCEMENT: ARE IN THE HANDS OF
THE MAYOR.
AN ANNOTATION TO THIS SECTION SAYS» "THIS IS
DONE IN ORDER TO MAKE PHILADELPHIA A CITY OF A GOVERNMENT: A
CITY OF A STRONG MAYOR.,®
THEREFOREs GETTING BACK HIRECTLY TO YOUR
RUESTION THEN THIS CITY, THE POLICE DEPARTMENTs AND IN MY
JUDGMENT THEN, CERTAINLY ARE RUN BY THE MAYOR.
Q. FINALLYs COUNCILMAN COLEMAN, IN YOUR
OPINIONs DOES RACISM AND CORRUFTION EXIST RAMPANTILY IN THE

PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT AS WE SIT IN THIS CITY AND
WATCH THE SO-CALLED CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE BIE?T
A WELL» MR, REPRESENTATIVE, I COULD SAY
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UNEQUIVOCALLY YES, BUT IT WOULD BE FAIR FOR ME TO SAY», I MUST
SAY THAT INSTITUTIONAL RACISM IS SPREADED AND IT STILL EXISTS
THROUGHOUT OUR SOCIETY# AND THIS 1S NO EXCEPTION WIYH THE
FOLICE DEPARTMENT, THE FIRE DEFARTMENT ANBD ANY OTHER
DEPARTHENT» HOSPITALS AND ANY OTHER PLACEs SO YOU MILL FINN
A RACISM THERE T0O.
BUT IN ALL FAIRNESS I MUST ANSWER THE

QUESTION IN THE TRUE SENSE THAT INSTITUTIONAL RACISM IS
REALLY THROUGHQUT THE WHOLE SOCIE(Y.

2. WELL, ON THE POLICE QULSTION BECAUSE THIS
HEARING IS INVESTIGATED SPECIFICALLY AROUND ITs AND
RECOGNIZING WHERE INSTITUTIONALIZED RACISM IS» WE ARE TRYING
TO FOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON A PROBLEM HERE IN THE CITY OF
PHILADELPHIA. EVERYBODY ELSE IN THE CITY IS ALL WRONG AND
THE CITY ADMINISTRATION IS ALL RIGHT. AND WHEN WE COME DOWN
TO ASK THESE QUESTIONS AS YOU HAVE ALREADY PUT IN YOUR
PREFARED TEXT» IT SEEMS AS THOUGH WE ARE THE INDIVIDUALS WHO
ARE JUST MAKING ALL OF THIS UP.

WHAT I AM SAYING IS THAT IF THIS IS RUNNING

RAMPANTy WE NEED TO KNOW SO WE CAN EBEGIN TO DIRECT OURSELVES
IN SOME FOCUS IN THIS COMMITTEE A4S TO WHAT WE SHOULD DO AROUT
THIS.

A WELL s MORE DIRECTLY BiRy 1 WOULD SAY THAT
WITHIN THE POLICE DEFARTMENI YOU WILL FIND RACISM:, YOU WILL
FIND BIASNESS AND OTHER FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION.
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REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: THANK YOU VERY
MUCHs COUNCILMAN COLEMAN.,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOUs REFPRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSON.

I CAUTION THE MEMBERS TO ACKNOWLEIDGE THE

FACT WE DO HAVE A NUMBER OF OTHER WITNESSES WHO ARE WAITING
TO TESTIFY AND WE WILL HAVE TO SHOW SOME CONSIDERATION.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? I aM S0 SORRY» MR,
CHAIRMAN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: REPRESENFATIVE WHITE.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!:

Q. COUNCILMAN COLEMANs YOU INDICATED IN YOUR
PREPARED TEXT THAT COUNCIL DI1D NOYT HAVE THE ATTITUDE OR THE
WILL AT THIS POINT T0 ENACT BILL 5%0.

A DR ANY OTHEK BRILL.

@ OR ANY OTHER ERILL, OKAY.

WHY HAS CITY COUNCIL FAILED TO ACT? I MEAN»

WE HAVE TAKENs WE TAKE A LOT OF HEAT AS EILLECTED OFFICIALS
BOTH OF CITY COUNCIL AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE. A LOT
OF THE HEAT THAT IS GENERATED WITH REGARD TU FPOLICE BRUTALITY
REALLY RESTS WITH US. FROBLEMS ARE LAIL AT OUKR FEET. YET
COUNCIL ISr I BELIEVE, AUTHORIZED THE JURISDICTION OF
MANAGING THIS CITY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MAYOR -- NOT THE
MAYOR BY HIMSELF» BUT IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MAYOR. AN I
AM VERY» VERY CONCERNED ABOUT COUNCIL’S FAILURE TO ACT ON
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THIS MATTER? AND I AM CURIOUS TO KNOW FROM YOU WHY THIS
ATTITUDE PERSISTS.

A WellLs IT CERTAINLY FERSISTS RECAUSE THE
MAYOR HAS CONTROL OF COUNCIL AND THE MAYOR [IOES NOT DESIRE
THE BILLS 70 BE ENACTED INIO LAW.

BUT WHEN I SAY °“CONTROL OF COUNCILs® I WANT

YOU TO KNOW THERE ARE 17 MEMBERS OF COUNCIL AND IT OHLY TaKES
NINE TO FPASS A RILL., AND I DON’T SAY THAT THE MAYOR CONTROLS
17 MEMBERS OF COUNCILs LET’S MAKE A DISTINCTION THEREs HE
DOES NOT, BUT HE CONIROLS THE MAJORITY.

Q. WHAT CONTROL OVER THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT
DOES CITY COUNCIL ACTUALLY HAVE?

A NONE .

Q. BUDGETARY?

A ONLY BUDGETARY AND W€ DO THAT IN LUMP SUM
BUDGET. ONCE THAT IS DONE» WE LOSE ALL CONTROLy EXCEPT FOR
ANY TRANSFERS THAT MIGHT WANT TO BE MADE# BUf WE LOSE AlLL

CONTROL ONCE THE MONEY IS AFPPROFRIATED.
Q. ARE YOU SAYING THAT YOU CANNOT LINE ITEM?

A, NGy WE DON’T DO THAT. IN FACTy THE CHARTER
SPECIFICALLY FORBIDS THAT. IT 18 A LUMP SUM BUDGET THAT WE
HAVE. WE GIVE SO MANY MILLION DOLLARS TO THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT» PERIOD.

Qe AND YOU CANNOT EXTRACT THAT MONEY OUT OF THE
CITY’S BULGET UNTIL SUCH TIME --
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A WE CANs Wt HAVE THE FOWER TO TRANSFER NOW,
WE HAVE THE FOWER TO TRANSFER. BUT WE APFROPRIATE A SUM OF
MONEYs LET’S SAY &0 MILLION LET’S SAY, TO DO THAT. AND 50
MUCH WOULD BE FOR CLASS ONE» ONE HUNDRED» TWO HUNDREDs THAT’S
PERSONNEL 3§ PURCHASE OF SERVICES» EQUIPMENY AND WHAT-HAVE-YOU.
AND THE POLICE DEFARTMENF OR ANY OTHER DEPARTMENT CANNOT
TRANSFER THIS MONEY FROM ONE CATEGORY 70O ANOTHER WITHOUT
COUNCIL’S AFPPROVAL.

THAT’S ALL THE CONTROL WE HAVE.

Q. WHAT POLICE DISTRICY COMES IN WITHIN THe
EIGHTH COUNCILMATIC DISTRICT?

A THE 14THs THE 35TH AND THE 39TH.

Q. ARE YOU AWARE THAT THE 3STH POLICE DISTRICT
AND THE 14TH POLICE DISTRICTS ARE» I BELIEVE, IN THE TOF FIVE
OF THE LOCAL POLICE DISTRICTS WHICH HAVE HAD COMPLAINTS FILED
AGAINST THEM FOR POLICE BRUTALITY OR POLICE ABUSE?T

A YES» I AM.

Q. AS THE COUNCILMAN FROM THE EIGHTH
COUNCILMATIC DISTRICTs HAVE YOU TAKEN ANY STEFS WITH THE
VARIOUS CAPTAINS OF THOSE POLICE DISTRICTS TC SEE HOW Wk CAN
HELP?

A, I HAVE INITIALLYS AN WHENEVER A POLICE
CAPTAIN COMES TGO THE DISTRICT I MAKE IT MY BUSINESS TG MAKE
AN APFPOINMMENT WITH HIM TO LET US UNRERSTAND EACH OTHER»

WHERE WE ARE.
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1 AM IN CONSTANT CONTACT WITH ALl THREE OF

[y

2 THE GENTLEMEN BY MAIL. THERE ARE COMPLAINTS THAT COME IN TO
3 ME FROM CITIZENS, THAT I WRITE THEM CONCERNING INVESTIGATION
4 OF THIS» THAT AND THE OTHERF S0 I AM 1N VERY CLOSE AND

S CONSTANT CONTACT WITH THE THREE CAPTAINS.

é Q. HAVE YOU AT ANY TIME» AND THROUGH YOUR

7 LETTERS AND CORRESFONDENCE OR PHONE CONVERSATIONS OR IN

8 PERSONy DISCUSSED THE PROBLEM OF POLICE ABUSE WITH THEM?

? A YESr I HAVE LISCUSSED A ROUNH OF PROBLEMS,
i0 YES, I HAVE DISCUSSED POLICE OVERREACTION WITH THEM; I HAVE
11 DISCUSSER WITH THEMs IN PARTICULAR THE 14TH D1STRICTs THE
12 APPARENT HOSTILE ATTITUDE OF THE INTEGRATED COMMUNITY AND I7

13 SEEMSs IT APPEARS AS 1F THE POLICEMEN ARE HARASSING FEOFLE IN
14 THIS PART OF THE CITY BECAUSE OF THE INFEGRATED

15 CHARACTERISTIC.

ié I HAVE SPOKEN TU THEM CONCERNING THE

17 AFFLUENCE OF BRLACKS IN THE AREAs THAY IT SEEMS THAT THERE ARE
18 UNDIUE HARASSMENTS» STOPPING AND ALL OF THIS KIND OF STUFF TO

19 BLACKS WHD ARE DRIVING VERY NICE CARS -- I HAVE GONE THROUGH

20 THE WHOLE GAMUT WITH THENM.

21 Q. AND THEIR RESPONSE?

22 A, THEIR RESPONSE IS, °*THE CAPTAIN SAID HE WILL
23 HAVE TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER»® NUMBER ONE. OFfTENs AS A

24 BENERAL RULEy THERE IS NO BASIS FOR IT.
a9 THEY HAVE EVIDENCE THAT THE GUY DID 6O
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THROUGH A STOP LIGHT OR DIDN’T STOP OR SOMETHINGs AND THEY
WERE JUSTIFIED IN STOPPING HIM IN THE FYIKRST INSYANCE.
NOW ALL THAT HAFPENS THAT FOLLOWS AFTER
STOPPING THE PERSON OF CQURSE», IS SOMETHING ELSE: BUI THEY
HAVE APFARENT JUSTIFICATION FOR STOPPING THEM IN THE FIRST
INSTANCE .
r AND ONE FINAL QUESTION?: 1IF COUNCIL AT THIS
POINT CAN CONSIDER A CHARTER CHANGE TO EXTENL THE TERMS OF
THE MAYOR»> WHY CAN’T COUNCIL CONSIDER APFROPRIATE CHARTER
CHANGES THAT WOULD BRING ABOUT GREATER CONTROLS OF THE POLICE
CONDUCT IN THIS CITY?
A, FIRST OF ALLy IT CAN‘T DO IT BECAUSE COUNCIL
IS ONLY =--
Q. YOU HAVEN'T GOTTEN 20,000 SIGNATURES YETT
A COUNCIL IS ONLY CONSIDERING THE CHARTER
CHANGE PERTAINING TO REMOVING THE LIMITATIONS TO TWO TERMS OF
THE MAYOR» BECAUSE THE MAYOR WANTS IT AND HE HAS THE CONTROL
OF COUNCIL.
THE MAYOR DOES NOT WANY THE CHARTER CHANGED
IN OTHER RESPECTS, DTHER ASPECTS.
AND EVEN THOUGH YOU HAVE 20,000 SIGNATURES:
YOU DON‘T HAVE NINE VOTES OF COUNCIL TO PASS IT ALONG ON THE
BALLOT.
2. HOW MANY DO WE HAVE?
A IN COUNCIL?
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Q. YES.

A I WoULD MOPE THAY YOU WOULD ASN THE QUESTION

IN A NON-CAMOUFLAGED MANNER. IT SEEMS TO ME YOU ARE ASKING
HOW MANY DO WE HAVE AGAINST THE CHARTER.
I7 SEEMS TO ME YOU COULD ADD THE TWO
TOGETHER TO KIND OF REACH THAT CONCLUSION:; IS THAT WHAT YOU
. YES.,
A WELLs IF YOU ASK THAT GQUESTION DIRECTLY, I
WILL ANSWER DIRECTLY.
Q. HOW MANY VOTES DO YOU HAVE AGAINST THE
CHARTER CHANGE?
As I COULD EVADE THAT BY SAYING THAT THIS 1S
BEYONDI' THE SCOPE OF THIS COMMITTEES BUT I WON’T RO THAT.
I THINK AT BEST ~- WE HAVE AT MOST WE HAVE
SIX» AT BEST WE HAVE FIVE,
AND MAY I SAY WHILE WE ARE A1 ITs I AM ONE
OF THE FIVE,
CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOU» REFRESENTATIVE
WHITE> COUNCILMAN COLEMAN.
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS,
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!
Q. COUNCILMAN COLEMANy JUST A DIFFERENT
AFPROACHy TU MAKE AN ANALOGY WITH YOUR SUGGESTION THAT THE
HAYOR CONIROLS THE MAJORITY OF CITY COUNCILs THEREFORE
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BASICALLY NOTHING IN THOSE CHANGES CAN BE DDNE. 1T HAS BEEN
ESTABLISHED THROUGH WHAT YOU SAY AND THROUGH MOST ALL THE
WITNESSES THAT THE MAYOR’S ATIITUUE WITH REGARD TO FOLICE
VIOLENCE IS TO STAY RIGHT ON TOP OF THE STATUS QUO. S0 7O
FOLLOW YOUR LOBIC, THAT MEANS THAT NOTHING CaAN ERE DONE ARQUT
THE FOLICE VIOLENCE AGAINST CITIZENS, YOU KNOW, FELLOW
AMERICANS IN PHILADELFHIAT
THAT WOULD BEEN A LOGICAL EXTENSION OF YOUK

STATEMENT$ WOULD THAT TRUE?

A I THINK I MADE THAT STATEMENT CLEAR IN THE
BEGINNING, THAT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE LEGISLATIVE
BRANCH AND GOVERNMENF IN PHILADELPHIA THAT I CAN SEE NOTHING
BEING ENACTED AT ALL IN THAT LINE.

Q. INREED WE OUGHT TO GO ON HOMEs THIS
COMMITTEE?

a. NOs 1 AM SAYING MWE WILL [0 NOTHING. YOU ARE
THE COMMONWEALTH COMMITTEE. I AM SAYING AS FAR AS THE CITY:
THE LOCAL LEGISLATIVE BODY» CITY COUNCIL, NOTHING WILL RE
DONE. IT MUST BE DONE BEYOND THE C1TY.

q. I SEE. I JUST WANT TO MAKE A SMall
PARENTHETIC EXCEFTION TO THAT.

YOU MAKE ANOTHER STATEMENT HERE ALSQOs IT’S

AN INTRODUCTIONs FHILOSOPHY AROUND YOUR LEGISLATIONs AND YOU
TALK ABOUT AN OLD TRUTH THAT IN FIGHIING SO HARD FOR IDEAIL
THINGS THAT WE OFTEN PREVENT THE FRAGMATIC THINGS THAT COULD


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


19

v WO N O " b W

10
11
12
i3
14
15
ié
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

23

COUNCILMAN JOSEPH COLEMAN 911

BE .
IN THIS AREA OF POLICE VIOLENCE AGAINST

CITIZENS, I HAPPEN TO RELIEVE, AND I THINK A LOT OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE SHARE THATs THAT AMERICAN CITIZENS
HAVE AN ABSOLUIE RIGHF TO BE FREE FROM ILLEGAI. VIOLENCE AND
IMPROFRIETY BY THEIR POLICE OFFICERS.

NON’T YOU AGREE WITH THaAT?

A B4y I SHARE THAT COMPLETELY.

Q. AND THAT RIGHT AND EXPECTATION WAS FOUGHT
VERY HARD FOR» AGREED?

A YOU ARE QUOTING THINGS THAT I HAVE ARSOLUTE
FAITH AND CONFIDENCE AND EXPRESSED MYSELF MANY TIMES.

r MY EXTENSION OF THAT IS» AND JUST A
FHILOSOPHICAL DIFFERENCE» I THINK IT IS MORE IMFORTANT THAT
WE FIGHT HARD TO MAINTAIN THOSE RIGHTS AND EXFECTATIONS.

BON‘T YOU AGREE WITH THA17

Ao SURE» I DO,

. 0KAYy THE APFROACH THAT YOU USED IN TERMS OF
THIS LEGISLATION SUGGESTED TO ME YOU ARE TRYING TO
COMPROMISE IT TO GET IT THROUGH.

A NGOy I AM SAYING THIS: EVERY AMERICAN SHOULD
HAVE A& DECENT HOUSE RIGHT NOW TO LIVE IN. IT IS FRACTICALLY
IMPOSSIBLE OVERNIGHT TO HAVE A NEW HOUSE FOR EVERY FERSONs A
DECENT HOUSE FOR EVERY FPERSONS} BUT THEY MUST START. AND
STARTING IS LESS THAN THE FULFILLMENT.
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THAT’S WHAT THE STATEMENT MEANS.

Q. OKAY. ON THE FPOLICE REVIEW BOARD IDEA»
HISTORICALLY I KNOW YOU ARE AWARE WE HAD ONE HERE» IT WAS
FEDERAL» THROUGHOUY THE COUNTRY AND MOST OF THE WITNESSES
HERE SAID IT WAS AN INEFFECTIVE TOOL UKLESS YOU HAVE OTHER
THINGS. S0 THAT MOST OF THE EXPERTS AND OUR HISTORICAL
EXPERIENCE, EVEN IN THE CITY INBICATE THAT THIS MECHANISM IS
AN INEFFECTIVE TOOLs THAT IS THE BACKGROUNDS CAN WE AGREE?

A DID YOU SAY INEFFECTIVE?

Q. YES.,

A NOr» I DON’T AGREE THAY IT‘S INEFFECTIVEs NO.

Q. NOs NOF THAT THE OTHER BOARID» THE ONE WE
HANs AND THE EXPERT OFPINIONS ARE THAT THEY ARE INEFFECTIVE,

A THEY ARE INEFFECTIVE BECAUSE THE MAYOKR
APPOINTED AND THEY WERE SURJECT TO THE MAYOR’S WHIMS Al ANY

TIME.,

THIS BOARD WOULD EBE A LEGISLATIVE CREATED

BOARDs NOT ONE THAT THE MAYOR DECIDES TOQ APPOINT.
Q. 0O YOU KNOW IF ANY BOARDS LIKE THIS ARE

INEFFECTIVE?

a. YESy I MADE A NOTE OF WHERE THEY AREs THE
CITIES IN WHICH THESE KINU OF BOARDS EXIST. CHICAGO» FOR
EXAMFLEs AND ST. LOUIS.

= THAT’S ONE OF THE CIT1ES THAT WROTE BACK TO

YOUr RIGHT?
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COUNCILMAN JOSEPH COLEMAN 913

A, YESs OAKLANL! IS ONt ALSO.

Q. ALL RIGHT. JUST TO GO ONE STEP FORWARDs IY
JUST SEEMS TD MEs» AND I JUST HAMFEN TQ DI1SAGREE WITH YOUs
THAT IN AREAS WHERE YOU HAVE A& RIGHT TU EXPECT SOMETHING
BASIC» IT SEEMS TO ME THE APFROACH IS TRYING TO FLEASE THE
POLICE AND TRYING TO PLEASE THE CITIZENS WHEN YOU ARE REALLY
TALKING ABOUT A RIGHT THAT ALL CITIZENS AKE GUARANTEED TO
HAVE. AND IY SEEMS TO ME THAT THE MOST EFFECTIVE MECHANISM»
WHATEVER THAT IS, SHOULD BE WHAT Wk SHOULD HaVE.

IT IS MY FEELING THAT WE AS CITIZENSs AS
TAXFAYERS AND POLITICANSs SHOULDN’T HAVE TO APOLOGY TO THE
FOLICEs BUT DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO GUARANTEE THE
CITIZENS THEIR RIGHTS OF WHAT THEY SHOULD BE. I GUESS THAT’S
WHY I KEFT READING YOUR STATEMENT.

A LET ME SAY AGAIN THAT YOU MISREAD ME
COMPLETELY. WHAT I SAY, WHERE I MAKE THE STATEMENI IN THE
L.ATTER PART OF THE TEXT HERE WHICH SAYS SOMETIMES IN FIGHTING
SO0 HARD FOR THE IDEAL. THINGS THAT OUGHYT TO BE AN)D SHOULD EBE»s
WE ARE S0 HARD AT UNCOMPROMISING UNTIL WE PREVENT SOME THINGS
THAT ACTUALLY COULD ERE,

Q. MY OBSERVATION I GUESS, MR, COLEMANy IS THAT
IN OFFERING SOMETHING DIFFERENT» THEY KEEP I7T IN COMMITTEE
AND TELL YOU TO SHUT UP. SO0 IF YDU ARE GOING TO FIGHT., YOU
MIGHT AS WELL START FROM THE TOPs FROM THE BEGCINNING: IS WHAT

YOU HAVE TO DO.
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A BECAUSE BRILL 1063 WHICH I% ALSU LOCKED UP
IN COMMITTEEs IS THAT WAS FROFOSED BY COMMUNITY GROUFS IN
WHICH IT MERELY SETS UH A PROCEDURE WITHIN THE FPOLICE
DEPARTMENT FOR HANILING COMPLAINIS. AND THAT’S MILDe IT HaD
GOTTEN NOWHERE EITHER, SO YOUR FOINT IS VERY WELL TAKEN.

Q. THERE ARE I GUESS FOUR REFERENCES HERE IN
YOUR INTRODUCTION TO "A VERY SMALL MINORITY OF POLICEs® THREE
TIMES REFPEATEDs FOUR TIMES ALTOGETHER3? AND I WAS JUST
WONDERING ABOUT TWO THINGS! WHLETHER OR NOT IT IS YOUR OPINION
THAT THERE 1S WIDESFREAN PROBLEMS IN POLICE VIOLENCE: OR
WHETHER THERE IS A SUBSTANTIAL FROBLEM» OR HOW WOULD YOU
ESTABLISH THE DEGREE OF THE FROBLEM THAT WE HAVE, IN YOUK
OPINIONs AS TO FOLICE VIOLENCE AGAINST CITIZENSY

A WELLs I HAVE TO GO RACK 10 WHAT YOU ARE
SAYINGs EVEN ONE ACT OF POLICE VIOLENCE IS5 ONE TOO MANY.

Q. I DIDN'T SAY THAT.

A EBUT IT IS5 COMPARABLE TO WHAT YDOU ARE SAYING
ABOUT COMPROMISING. SO ONE IS TOO MANY.

BUT WHEN YOU HAVE 8,000 POLICEMEN: 1 SAY

THAT IT 15 A MINORITY OF THIS 8,000, A SMALL MINORITY OF THIS
8,000 THAT 1S CARRYING THIS ON.

Q. WHAT DO YOU BASE THAT ON?

A I BASE IT ON ALTUALLY THE AMOUNT OF

BRUTALITY THAT IS REPORTEB» NUMBER ONEs» EITHER FPUT IT ON THAT
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COUNCILMAN JOSEFH COLEMAN 15

Q. DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH HAS BEEN REPORTED®?
A I THINK THAT IF 90 PERCENY OF THE POLICE
DEFARTMENT -- IF 8,000 POLICEMEN WERE OUT CARRYING ON IN THE
MANNER UNLAWFULLY LIKE SOME OF THEM DOs I THINK WE WOULD
HAVE NOTHING BUT RIOTS AND THE LIKE IN THE CITYs ANR JUST
WHOLESALE ACTION LIKE THAT.
I AM LED TO RELIEVE THE MAJORITY OF
POLICEMEN ARE NOT INVOLVED IN THIS,
a. I THINK YOU MISSED MY POINT.
WE HAVE HAD EXPFERT TESTIMONY RY POLICEMEN IN
RESPONSIELE FOSITIONS WHO SUGGEST THAT THE BADl APPLE THEORY»
WHICH IS ESSENTIAILY I THINR WHAT YOU ARE REFERRING TU» WHICH
IS ALSO WHAT THE MAYOR AND A LOT OF THE POLICE CHIEFS SAY,
THE SFOILED APPLES --
A I DON’T THINK THE MAYOR EVEN ADMITS THAT.
r NOs CONSISTENTLY POLICE FORCES AND F.0.P.
AND THE MAYOR HAVE SAID THAT WE HAVE SOME ROTTEN AFPPLES IN
THE BARREL ., BUT WE HAVE HAR EXFERT TESTIMONY TO SUGGEST IN
THIS AREA THAT IS8 NOT TRUEs THAT WHEN YOU HAVE A PROBLEM IT
IS MORE SYSTEMIC.
AND WHAT CONCERNS ME IS THAT YOUR
DESCRIPTION OF A SMALL MINORITY SEEMS TO SUGGEST THAT YOU
SUPPORT THE ROTTEN APPLES IN THE BASKET. AND INDEED IF THAT
IS TRUEs, THIS COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THAT, IF I 1S SO
THAT IN THIS AREA WE ARE TALKING ABGUT A FEW ROTTEN APPLES IN
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THE RARREL, WE WANT TO KNOW THAT ANU OUR RESPONSES WOULD BE
DIFFERENT.,

A WELL» I MUST SAY THAT --

Q. EXCUSE ME, HAVING SAID THAT, MY QUESTION IS
HAVE YOU CHECKED ANY FIGURESs ANY OBJECTIVE EBASES TO
DETERMINE WHAT YOUR OFPINION WOULD BE BASED ONs THAT IT IS
SUBSTANTIALs NOT TOO SIGNIFICANT: OR WIDESPREAD?

A Pelel.CoO0,FP. ANI: THE PHILADELFHIA POLICE
RECORDS ACCOUNS TO ME INUICATES THAT POLICE ERUTALITY,THAT A
MAJORITY OF POLICEMEN ARE NOT INVOLVED IN THE EBRUTALITY.
PARTICULARLY AT ANY ONE TIME ANYWAY.

Q. WELL» 49 FPERCENI WOULD NOT RE A MAJORITY?

A I WOULD NOT EVEN SAY 49 FERCENT.

Q. I GUESS WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO FIND OUr ISt
IS THE PROBLEM SERIOUSs WIDESPREADs FROBABLE OR NOT?

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THE QUESTION HAS BEEN ASKED
OF THE WITNESS A NUMBER OF TLMES.

CHAIRMAN RHODES?

e COUNCILMAN COLEMANs DO YOU FEEL IT IS A
WIDESFREAD FROBLEM» A LIMITED PROBLEM OR A HAD AFPLE FRORLEMT

A I THINK IT I5 A WIDESPREAD PROBLEM BY A
MINORITY. I RO NOY BELIEVE THAT THE MAJORITY OF POLICEMAN IN
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA ARE INVOLVEDR IN FOLICE ERUTALITY.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? THANK YOU»

COUNCILMAN.
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COUNCILMAN JUSEFH COLEMAN 517

CHAIRMAN RHODES? REFPRESENTATIVE SCIRICAs OUR
MINORITY CHAIRMAN» HAS A QUESTION.
REPRESENTATIVE SCIRICA?
Q. MR. COLEMAN» 1 HAVE HAL AN OPFORTUNITY TO
LOOK AT YOUR BILL, AND I THINK I HAVE AN UNLERSTANDING OF
WHAT YOU ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO HERE.
iN SOME OF THkK EARLIER DAYS OF OUK HEARINGS
WE HEAKRD TESTIMONY FROM A FPOLICE OFFICERS FROM NEW YORK AND
WASHINGTON AND' OTHER FLACES WHO INLICATED THAT WHILE WE COULD
PROVIDE LEGISLATIVE REMEDIES AND WHILE CL(TY COUNCILS €OULD
ALSO FPASS STATUTES IN THE FORM OF REVIEW BOARNS WHERE WE
COULD WRITE GUIDELINES ON THE USE OF DEADLY FORCE UNIER WHICH
CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD BE FROPER AND USEFUL, WHERE WE COULD
PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WHO WANTEDR TO FILE CIVIL SUITS
IN CASES OF FOLICE ABUSEs AND EVEN WHERE WE HAD AN IMPARTIAL
AND VIGOROUS DISTRICT ATTORNEY WHO WAS WILLING TO FROSECUTE
THESE CASES# THAT DESFITE ALL OF THE EFFORTS THAT WE AS
LEGISLATORS ANL YOU AS COUNCILMEN CAN MAKE IN THIS AREA»
THAT AT THE BOTTOM THE MAIN PROBLEM WAS ONE OF ATTITUDE -~
AND NOT ATTITUDE AT THe BOTTOMs EBUT ATTITURE AT THE TOF.
AND THAT IF IT WaAS CLEAR THAT BOTH CITY HALL
AND THE FOLICE COMMISSIONER WOULD NOT TOLERATE FOLICE
BRUTALITYs» THAT ITS INCIDEN(IS WOULD SHARPLY DROP. AND THEY
PRESENTED STATISTICS, ESFECIALLY IN NEW YORK CITYs THAT
INRBICATED THAT WAS THE CASE WHEN INTERNALLY THEIR POLICE
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DEFARTMENT DECIDER!' TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS FROBLEM.
COULD YOU COMMENSF ON THAY AS IT APPLIES TO
PHILADELFHIA? DO YOU THINK THAT STATEMENT WOULD BE ACCURATE
HERE OR NOT?Y
A I DON‘T THINK THAT I L[0» NOT IN WHOLE. AND
1 BASE THAT ON THE FACT THAT FOR MANY YEARS Wt DIDN’T HAVE
ENFORCEMENT OF CIVIL RIGHIS EBILLS AND CIVIL RIGHTS
THEMSELVES. IT WAS SAID THAT YOU COULDN’'T LEGISLATE THE
CONSCIENCE AND THE BREHAVIOR OF PEOPLE. THAT’S TRUE., RUT
WHEN THE LAWS WERE ENACTED IT ENCOURAGED THOSE IN FOWER TO
HAVE A REASSESSMENI AND TO CHANGE THEIR WHOLE AfTITUDE
TOWARDS THE QUESTION.
THEREFORE» I BRELIEVE THAT IF THE LEGISLATURE
OR IF COUNCIL WOULD ENACT THESE LAWS: IT WOULD CERTAINLY
ENCOURAGE THOSE aAND FUT A MANDATE UPON THOSE WHO ARE IN
AUTHORITY TO CERTAINLY ATTEMPT TO HEW TO THE LINEs MUCH MORE
SO WHEN THEY HAVE NO LAWS AT ALL THAT WOULD COMFEL THEM TO DO
ANYTHING AT ALL.
AND TO THE EXTEFI OF WHICH WHAT YOU SAY
VIOLATES WHAT I JUST SAIDs I DISAGREE WITH YOU., ANBD TO THE
EXTENT TO WHICH THERE IS NO CONFLICT OF HHQ% YOU SAY» I AGREE
WITH YOU.
Q. G000y THAT’S A GOOD ANSWER.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!
Q. COUNCILMAN COLEMANs WE HAVE HAD TESTIMONY.
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COUNCILMAN JOSEPH COLEMAN U119

AS REPRESENYATIVE SCIRICA POINTEER OUf» THAT THERE IS A NEED
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY BIRECTIVES IN A SENSE FROM THE TOP
DOWNs THAT THERE BRE ENFORCEMENT OF ANY KIND OF INFERNAL DUE
PROCESSs FIREARMS~WISE OR CITZENS COMPLAINT-WISEs FROM A
NUMBER OF NATIONAlL. EXFERTS TO REDUCE THE LIKELIROOD OF
UNWARRANTEDy UNLAWFUL USE OF FORCE BY POLICE OFFICERS, WHICH
IS WHAT WE ARE TALKING AEOU! HiRE TONIGHY.

WE HAVE ALLSO HAD TESTIMONY THAT THE DISTRICT
ATTORNEY HERE IN PHILADELPHIA VIGOROUSLY SEEKS TO PROSECUTE
THESE CASES OR MAKE AN ATTEMPT TO# BUY WE HAVE ALSO HAD
TESTIMONY FROM OTHER FARTS OF THE COUNTRY THAT CRIMINAL
FROSECUTION ISN‘T THE BEST METHOD TO CONTROL THIS RECAUSE THE
TEST TO ACHIEVE THIS AS AN ATTORNEY OUF A CRIMINAL PROSECUTION
IS S0 SEVERE THAT IN MANY CASES AIMINSTRATIVE REMEDIES
INTERNAL TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO CENSOR THESE ACTIVITIES
BY THE OFFICERS FALL SHORT OF THE CENSOR AVAILABLE UNDER THE
CRIMINAL LAWY,

HOWEVER» YOU HAVE INDRICATED THERE IS NO
WILLINGNESS ON THE PART OF THE CITY OF PHILABELPHIA ANRD THE
CITY ADMINISTRATION TO CARRY OUT ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS,
AND THERE IS NO ABILITY ON THE PART OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
PHILADELPHIA TO ENACT THROUGH COUNCILMAT1IC ACTION LEGISLATION
THAT WOULD CREATE SUCH INTERNAL SANCTIONS ON THE FOLICE
DEFPARTMENT .

THAT WOULD {EAD ME TO THE CONCLUSION GIVEN
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COUNCILMAN JOSEPH COLEMAN 520

THAT THE D.A. CAN ONLY BRING CRIMINAL CHARGESs AND FEDERAL
INVOLVEMENT HAS ALREADY BEEN FRUSTRATEDN BRECAUSE AGAIN THEY
HAVE TO CONVINCE A JURY THAT THERE IS CRIMINAL WRONGDOING OR
THE CIVIL CONDITION THAT Wk HAVE ALREADRY DISCUSSED WITH MRS.
GAGLIARDI. THAT LEADS ME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT ALL THAT IS
LEFT IS FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO ACT.
IS THAT THE CONCLUSION THAT YDU COME TO?
A THAT 18 THE CONCLUSION I REACHED. I THINK I

STATED THAT INITIALLY IN MY STATEMENT.
Q. I WANTED TQ GET THAT CLEAR ON THE RECORD.

WHAT SHOULD WE DO7?
A I THINK YOU SHOULD FORCE WITHIN THE FOLICE
DEPARTMENT —-- OR 17 DOESN‘T HAVE TO BE WITHIN THE POLICE
DEPARTHMENT» YOU SHOULD FORCE OR EITHER MANDATE THE CREATION
OF SOME KIND OF CITIZENS COMPLAINT REVIEW ROARD.
THE REASON I SAY °*WITHIN THE FPOLICE
DEPARTMENT»"* I WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT WORKING ENMESHELN THERE IN
TERMS OF WORKING TOGETHER RATHER THAN WORKING AT ODDS. BUT
IF THE PEOPLE WILL NOT WORK TOGETHER» THE COMMISSIONER WILL
NOT WORK TOGETHER WITH THE COMPLAINT UNIT IYSELF» THEN IT
WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE TO RE A FREE FORM., BUT I WOULD LIKE 710
SEE A QUASI-INDEFENDENT AGENCY, A QUASI INREPENDEN( OF THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT AGENCY WITH THIS RESPONSIBILITY.
Q. THANK YOU VERY MUCHs COUNCILMAN COLEMAN.
I ASSUME IN YOUR TESTIMONYr, CORRECT ME IF I
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AM HRONGs THAT SUCH A REVIEW BOGARD WOULD HAVE THE POWER TO
DISCIPLINE POLICE OFFICERS?

A NGy THEY WOULD NOT. THERE IS A CHARTER
PROVISION THAT IS AGAINST THAT.

~Go OR TO RECOMMEND DISCIFLINE TO ~--

A TO THE POLICE COMMISSIONERs THAT IS CORRECT
RECOMMEND TA HIM, WHO MUST -- AND IF YOU READ THE BILL» 17
STATES THAT HE MUST AND IF HE GIVES TOO LIGHTI A SENTENCEs THE
REVIEW ROARD WILL ACTUALLY GET BACK Y0 HIM ON REVERSAL OF IT.

BUI THE CITY CHARTER SAYS THAT NO ONE SHOULD

DISCIPLINE THE FOLICE BUT THE COMMISSIONER: S0 WE HAVE THAT
EINDING.

Q. IS THAT THE ULTIMATE IMFEDIMENT?

A, THAT IS THE BIND THAT WE HAVE IN OUR
CHARTER., WHETHER WE LI1KE IT OR NOTs IT’S THERE. IT WOULD BE
WELL FOR US TO BE REMOVING THAT RATHER THAN REMOVING OTHER
FPOLICE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOUs COUNCILMAN
COLEMAN, WE APPRECIATE YOUR TESTIMORY TODAY.

A LET ME THaNK YOU AGAIN FOUOR HAVING COME AND
HELD SESSIONS IN THIS CITY AND IN THE NEIGHRORHOODS WHERE
PEOFLE HAVE A CHANCE TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES.

AND LET ME SAY AGAIN TO REFPRESENVATIVE WHITE

AND REPRESENTATIVE RICHARISON EOTH WHO ARE MY
REFPRESENTATIVES: THAT 1 AM GLAD THEY PLAYED A ROLE IN
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COUNCILMAN JOSEFH COLEMAN 922

BRINGING IT TO THIS SECTION OF THE CITY.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH» MR. CHAIRMAN.
CHAIRMAN RHODES?: THANK YOU VERY MUCH»

COUNCILMAN, YOUR KIND WORDS ARE MUCH APFRECIATED.
(WITNESS EXCUSED.)

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THE NEXF WITNESSES BEFORE THE

SUBCOMMITTEE ARE EARL TRENT AND A WITNESS WITH HIM: EARL
TRENT» THE ATTORNEY FROM THE N.A.A.C.FP.s AND ROBERT FOX IS
THE WITNESS SPEAKING WITH MR. TRENT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? MR+ TRENT AND MR. FOXs DO YOU

ROTH ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE SUBFOLCNAS TU APPEAR BEFORE
THIS SURCOMMITTEE?

MR. FOX1 YES.

MR+ TRENT? YES, 1 IO,

e st

EARL TRENT: ESQ.s SWORN.

ROBERT FOX» SWORN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? MR. TRENT:, DO YOU HAVE A
STATEMENT®

MR. TRENT!? I HADR INTENDED TO KEEF MY REMARKS
ERIEF BECAUSE I WANT TO LEAVE TIME FOR MR. FOX.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? FINE.

MR. TRENT: IN VIEW OF THE HOURs, I WILL AEEP
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THEM EVEN BRIEFER.

LET ME SAY THAT I AM HERE REFRESENTING THE
FIVE BRANCHES OF THE N.A.A.C.F+ IN PHILAUVELFHIA.

FOLICE ABUSE OF CITIZENS HAS BEEN A CONCERN
OF THE N.A.A.C.F. SINCE ITS FOUNRING 68 YEARS AGO. THE
N.A+A.C.P.’S CONCERN ARISES IN PART FROM THE FACT THAT A
DISFROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF INCIDENTS INVOLVING POLICE ABUSE
ARE COMMITTED AGAINST THE FOORs EBLACKSy AND OTHER MINORITIES,
AND GENERALLY THOSE WHO ARE FOWERLESS IN OUR FOLITICAL AND
ECONOMIC SYSTEM.

IN PHILADELFHIA» THE N.A.A.C.F. BRANCHES
HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN ABOUT THIS PRORLEM TO THE
PRESIIENTS BY CALLING UMON ELECTED GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO
TAKE ACTION TO MAKE THE PHILAPELPHIA POLICE REFARTMENT MORE
RESPONSIVE TO THE COMPLAINFS OF THE CITIZENS ALLEGING FOLICE

AEUSE .
PREVIOUS CITY ADMINISTRATIONS HAVE TAKEN

STEFS IN THIS DIRECTION:. THE PRESENT C1TY ADMINISTRATION,
HOWEVER» HAS SHOUN A CALLOUS INDIFFERENCE TO THE COMPLAINTS
OF CITIZENS REGARDING THt FHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT. IN
FACT» THE FRESENT ADMINISTRATION HAS FOSTERER AN ATMOSPHERE
WHERE FOLICE OFFICERS FEEL THEY CAN ARbSE CITIZENS AT WILL.
WE BELIEVE THAT THE PERMISSIVE AITITUDES
DISPLAYED' RY THE CITY OFFICIALS WHEN CONFRONTED WITH
INSTANCES OF FOLICE ABUSE HAVE CONVFRIBUTED 7O THE RISING
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NUMEER OF SUCH INSTANCES REPORTED RECENFLY. BY REWARDING
THOSE OFFICERS WHD ARE CHRONICALLY NAMED IN ALLEGATIONS OF
POLICE BRUTALITY WITH PROMOTIONS AND DESIRED ASSIGNMENTSs: AND
BY REDUCING THE DEPARTMENTAL. PENALTIES METED OUT TO THOSE FEW
GFFICERS FOUND GUILTY OF POLICE ARUSE BY THE DEPARTMEN(’S OWN
BOARD OF INGUIRYs THE FRESENT COMMISSIONER AND HIS
FREDECESSOR HAVE ENCOURAGED POLICE OFFICERS TO RESORT TO
VIOLENCE IN DEALING WITH CITIZENS.

THE FIVE N.A.A.C.F+ BRANCHES, THROUGH THEIR
FRESIDENTS,» HAVE WRITTEN TO THE COMMISSIONER OF FOLICE ON
COUNTLESS OCCASIONS WHEN CONFRONTED WITH CITIZENS ALLEGING
FOLICE ARUSE,» MOST OF THEM REARING VISIBLE SCARS ANU
DISFIGUREMENTS, YET THE COMMISSIONER HAS FAILED TO EVEN
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIFT OF THESE COMMUNICATIONS,

OUR ONLY RECOURSE TO DATE HAS BEEN TO
ENCOURAGE COMPLAINANTS TO FURSUE LEGAL ALTION AGAINST THE
CITY., MANY OF THESE CASES HAVE RESULTED IN SUBFSTANTIAL
JUDGMENTSs TO THE CITY’S DETRIMENT.

THE PHILADELFHIA RBRANCHES RECEIVED S0 MANY
COMPLAINTS LAST YEAR THAT THE FIVE FPRESIDENTS DECIDED TO HOLD
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND INVITE THOSE WHD HAD COMPLAINTS TO
TESTIFY. MANY PEOFLE CANME FORWARD, MOST OF WHOM WE COULD NOT
HEAR FOR LALCK OF TIME. HOWEVER» THEIR STATEMEN(FS AS WELL AS
A TRANSCRIPT OF THE HEARINGS WERE FORWARDED TO THE PROPER
FROSECUTORIAL AUTHORITIES FOR INVESTIGATIUN AND FURTHER
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ACTION WHERE WARRANTER. WE WOULD EE HAPPY TO SUBMIT A COPY
TGO THIS SUBCOMMITTEE FOR YQUR PURPOSES.

IN CONCLUDRINGs [ MIGHT COBSERVE THAT WE FOUND
VIOLATIONS OF THE CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHIS OF CITIZENS IN

PHILADEFMHIA,
WE BELIEVE THAT AlL PECPLE ARE ENTITLED TO
EQUAL FROTECTION UNDER THE LAW» WHICH IS REING SYSTEMATICALLY
DENIED TO THOSE WHO LACK POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FOWER. WE
BELIEVE THAT OUR STATE LEGISLATURE HAS AN OBLIGATION TO
INTERVENE AND ENACT LEGISLATION TO CORRECT THIS SITUATION»
ESPECIALLY WHEN A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF PEOFLE IN THIS CITY
FEAR THE FPOLICE MORE THAN CRIME.
NOW I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE MKR. FOXs WHO IS ONE
OF THE PEOFLE WHO CAME TO US LAST YEAR WITH AN ALLEGATION OF
POLICE MISCONIUCT AND ONE OF THE PEOPLE WHO B1D NOT HAVE A
CHANCE TO TESTIFY AT OUR HEARINGS, RUT WHO HAS A VERY
INTERESTING CASE THAT I THINK YOU SHOULD HEAR.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? BY THE WAYs MR. TRENT» JUST
FOR YOUR INFORMATION: WE DO HAVE A COPY OF THAT REPORT, YQU
HAD FORWARDBED! ONE TO US ALREADY.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR GIVING IYT TO US.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!?
Q. MR. FOXs BEFORE YOU BEGIN TO TESTIFY, YOU DO
REALIZE THAT YOU ARE UNDER OATH?
A YES.
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Q. VERY WELLs GO AHEAD,

A ON AFRIL 23RD OF LAST YEARs I WAS AT HOME.
I RENTED AN UPSTAIRS AFARTMENT FROM A FRIENL OF MINE WHO
OUNED A DUPLEXF AND WE WENT OUT TO THE BACK OF OUR HOUSE.

Q. WHERE DID YOU LIVE?

A IN NORTHEAST PHILADELPHIA., 64620 RUTLAND

STREET.
AND I WENT OUr BRACN TO PLAY SOME BASKETEALL
AND --
Q. RUTLAND?
A, RUTLAND > R-U~-T-L-A-N-E. I NO LONGER LIVE
THERE .

WE WENT OUT BACK JUST TO FLAY A LITTLE
BASKETBALLs WE HAD A BASKET OUT THERE.

THERE WAS A NEIGHBOR’S CAR IN THE ROADS AND
MY FRIEND AND LANDLORD GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT WITH THE NEXT
DOOR NEIGHBORy A CHILDISH ARGUMENT» IN WHICH THE NEIGHEORS
THREATENED THE SON WHOSE CAR IT WAS WOULD BE RACK AND THERE
WOULD EBE TROUBLE. THAT WAS EARLY IN THE AFTERNOON.

LATER THAT NIGHT: I WAS UPFSTAIRS IN MY ROOHM
WATCHING THE BASKETRALL GAME WITH ONE OF MY FRIENUS. I HAN
FEW FRIENDS LOWNSTAIRS WATCHING THE GAME ALLSO. AND AT
HALFTIME IN THAT GAME,» A FRIEND OF MINE CAME RUNNING INTO MY
ROOM SCREAMINGs *LOOK WHAT THEY DID TO ME»* AND HIS WHOLE

CHEST WAS GASHED., AND I DIDN‘T EVEN KNOW WHAT AlLL HAD

A
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HAPPENED.
AND I RAN DOWN THE STEPS OUJ TO THE BACK OF
MY HOUSE -~ WE HAD A FORCH THERE AN A STAIRWAY LEADING DOWN.
AND THERE WERE ABOUT FOUR CARLOADS OF GUYS STANDING THERES
THEY WERE LINEI! UF THE STEFS.
AND I WENT OUT ON THE FORCH ANU I GOT INTO
AN ARGUMENT WITH ONE OF THESE GUYS» JUST TRYING TO FIND OUT
WHAT WAS GOING ON. AND ABOUT A MINUME PASSED AND I NOTICELD
TO MY RIGHT A FOLICE OFFICER JUST STANUING THERE. Ht. HAD NO
HAT ON AND NO BADGE ON. AND I TURNED TU HIM --
Q. HOW DID YOU KNOW HE WAS A FOLICE OFFICER?
A BECAUSE HE HAD THE BLUE SHIRT: THE DARK BLUE
AND THE PANTS: BUT T WOULD HAVE NOTICED HIM R1GHT ANAY IF MY
EYES HAD STRAYED ON.
Q. IID HE HAVE A GUN ONT?
A YESs HE DID.
I TURNED TO HIM AND I RAISED MY VOICE AND I
SAID» "WHY CAN‘T YOU DO SOMETHING: WHY CAN‘T YOU STOF THIS?"
AND I MUST HAVE SHCUTED A LITTLE TOO LOUB BECAUSE I DID
SOMETHING WRONG ERY SHOUTING.
AT THAT POINT MY FRIEND GRABEBED ME BY MY
SHOULIERS ANDI' FULLED ME INfD THE HOUSE ANI' SHUT THE DOOK.
WHEN HE PULLEID M& IN, I FELL ON THE KITCHEN FLOOR. AS SOON
AS I HIT THE FLOOR, THk DOOR WAS BUSTED IN RBRY THE POLICE WHO
IMMEDIATELY STARTED HITTING ME WITH THEIR BLACKJACKS.
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QR YOU SAY *POLICE,* IMPLYING MORE THAN ONE?
A YES. THERE WAS ONLY ONE AT THE TIME I WAS
ON THE PORCH. WHEN THE DODR WAS BUSTEDr IN» THERE WERE QUITE
A FEW.
THEY DRAGGED ME OUT THE DOOR AND I JUST LAID
ON THE FORCH.

Q. HOW MUCH WAS QUITE A FEW?
A WELLs TWO ON EACH SIDE WERE HITTING ME WHEN

I LAID OUT ON THE PORCHs AND THEY JUST KEPT HITTING ME WHILE
I WAS SCREAMING AND CRYING AND WHATEVER I WAS -~ JUST LAYING
THERE »
Q. HITTING YOU WITH THEIR FISTS»y WITH THEIR
BLACKJACRKRS?T
A YESy WITH THEIR BLACKJACKS.
THEY THEN THREW ME DOWN & FLIGHT OF STEPS»

ANDI THE FOLICE WAGON WAS THERE TO TAKRE ME --

G. DID THEY TELL YOU THAT YOU WERE UNBER ARREST
A NGOy THEY DIL NOT.
Q. == WHEN THEY STARTED HITTING YOU?

A NOs THEY SAID NOTHING. THEY JUST KEFT
HITTING ME.
Q. THEY DIDN’T READ YOU YOUR RIGHTS OR TELL YOU

THAT YOU WERE UNDER ARREST?
A NO. AND THE POLICE WAGON WAS DOWN THE
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BLOCK. THE WHOLE DRIVEWAY WAS LINEDN WITH CARS AND POLICE
CARSs BUT THE WAGON HAFPPENED TO RE -~
Q. DID YOU HIT ANY OF THE POLICE OFFICERS?
Ae NO» SIR,
—-— BUT THE WAGON HAPPEMED TO BE AT THE
CORNER:» SO0 I WAS EBEATEN ALL THE WAY TOQ THE WAGON AND I HAD TO
JUST GET UP AND KEEP WALKING TU JUST -- YOU KNOW» IF I LAID
THERE> I GOT HIT. 1 JUST HAD TO KEEP STUMBLING UNIIL I WAS
HIT IN THE HEAD AND COULDN’T SEE ANY MORE FROM THE BLOOL.
I GOT T THE BACK OF THE WAGON AN} THEY FUI
THE HANDCUFFS ON ME AND THREW ME IN THE WAGCON. AN I SAID TO

MYSELF» "THANK GOD» IT’S OVER."
AND I LAID THERE FOR ABOUT A MINUTE; AND

THEN THE WAGON DOOR OPENED UP ANL A POLICE OFFICER GOT IN ANV
SAT ON THE BENCH ON THE SIDE THERE. I HAD BEEN LAYING ON MY
BRACK. AND HE JUST HIT ME ONCE AROUNI THE NNEES AND THE
THIGHS AND OGN MY SHINS.

Q. HIT YOU WITH HIS BILLY CLUB?

A, YES. AND THEN AS AN INSTINCT, I JUSY SORT
OF CROSSED MY LEGS TO PROTECT MYSELF# AND HE JUST SAIDs °*YOU
ARE TRYING TO KICK ME," AND HE JUST NEPT HITTING ME AND
HITTING ME.

THEN HE FINALLY STOFPEDR THAT AND HE GOT UF

AND HE PUT HIS FOOT ON MY THROAT» AND HE KREPT IT THERE AND HE
KEFT IT THERE UNTIL I THOUGHT HE WAS JUST GGING TO L0 ME IN.
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AND THEN HE FINALLY STOFPED THATs AND I CAUGHT MY BREATH.
AND HE TOOK HIS S1ICK AND! SHOVED IT IN MY
STOMACH AND JUST PUI PRESSURE ON THAT FOR A MINUTE OR SO.
AND! HE THEN GOT OUT.
AND A FRIEND OF MINE ASKED ME IF I WAS AlL
RIGHT -— THERE WERE WITNESSES TO THIS -— A FRIENN OF MINE
ASKED ME IF 1 WAS ALL RIGHTs BUT I WAS TOO SCARELRI TO ANSWER.
THEN THE WAGON DROVE ME TG THE FPOLICE
STATION AND THEY PULLED UP IN THE ALLEY NEXT TO THE ENIRANCE»
IT/S NOT ON THE STREET. AND AS THE TWO FOLICE OFFICERS
OFENED THE [OORS, I SAW THE OFFICER WHO HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN
ON THE PORCH PULL UF BEHIND THE ARRESTING OFFICER OR
WHATEVERS AND HE JUST RAN OUT OF HIS CAR AND THEY PULLELD Mk
OUT BY MY PANTS., I HAD NOTHING ON BUT FANTS, I WAS IN MY
ROOM. THEY PULLED ME OUT BY MY PANTS AND RIPPED THEM OFF OF
ME AND JUST STARTED' BEATING ME RIGHT IN THE AILEY OUrSIDE OF
THE FPOLICE STATION.
Q. WHICH DISTRICT WAS THIS?T
As SECOND DIVISION» HARRISON ANL LEVICK.

Q. YOU SAY THEY PULLED YOUR FANFS Uly WHAT IO
YOU MEAN BY THART?

Ao WELL» I HA NOTHING ON BUT A PAIR OF PANTS,
I WAS IN MY BEDROOM. S0 WHEN THEY OPENED THE DUOORS THEY
FULLED ME RY MY FANTS LEGS AND THEY JUST RIFPPED AWAY SO -~

Qe SD WHAT WERE YOU LEFT WITH?T
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A 1 WAS LEFT WITH RIPPED PANTS UP TO HERE AND
THAT WAS 1IT.
THEN THEY FINALLY STOFPED THAT» I THINK»
WHEN THEY SAW SOMEONE WaLLK OUT OF THe POLICE STATION.
THEY TOOK ME INFO THE STATION AN THE
DETECTIVE SERGEANI OR WHOEVER WAS SITTING THERE, SAID TAKE
ME TO THE HOSFITAL.,
I STILL HADN’T BEEN TOLD WHY I WAS THERE OR
ANYTHING .
AND 1 PBEGGED THE GUY TO LET OTHER FOLICE
TARE ME., AND I DON’T KNOW IF HE DID OR DIDN‘T» BUYT THEY TOOK
ME TO THE HOSPITAL. AND WHEN I FIRST GOT TH&RE, I JUST
BEGGED THE DOCTOR TO ADMIT ME» RUT AFTER BEING THERE FOR
ABROUT FIVE OR SIX HOURS --
Q. WHICH HOSFITal. DID THEY YARKE YOQU TO?
A. FRANKFORD HOSPITAlL., 7THEY ANEPT ME THERE FOR
ABOUT FIVE OR SIX HOURS.
THE. POLICE HAD TOLD Mk NO MATTER HOW LONG I
WAS TO STAY IN THE HOSPITAL, THEY WOULD BE OQUTSIDE MY ROOM
AND I WOULD 60 TO JAIL WHEN I WAS RELEASED.
Q. DID THEY TELL YOU THEN WHAT YOU WERE
ARRESTED FORT
A NO.
SO FINALLY AFTER QUITE A FEW X-RAYS AND

TREATHEN(Ss THE DOCTOR TOLD ME I HAD TO BE ADMITTERs I HAD
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INTERNAL BLEEDING., AND I TOLD THEM» °"NO. IF I AM GOING TO
GO TO JAIL, I AM GOING TO GO." 1 HAD NEVER -- SO I HAIl TO GO
BaCK TO THE POLICE STATION.

I GAVE & STATEMENT WHICH THEY TRIED TO TWIST
EVERYTHING I SAID AROUNLs AND THEN I STAYED THERE FOUR AN HOUR
OR S0. 1 WAS THRDWN IN THE WAGON TO GO DOWN TO THE
ROUNDHOUSE AND I HAD' NEVER BEEN ARRESTED OR BEEN IN THE
ROUNDHOUSE EBEFORE IN MY LIFE., SO I WENT DOWN TO THE
ROUNDHOUSE. I HAD A SHEATHsy A NECK BRRACEs, MY ARM IN A

SLING, ANDI' BRUISES ALL OVER MY BODY,
I LAID IN THE ROUNDHOUSE FROM 15 TO 17

HOURS. WHEN I WAS FINALLY CALLED BEFORE THE JUDBEs I STILL
DIDN’T KNOW WHAT FORj3

AND THEY SAID THERE WAS NO BAIL INVOLVED
BECAUSE IT SEEMEDY THAT DURING THE NIGHT WHEN CERTAIN PEOFLE
TALK TO YOU IN THE ROUNDHOUSE TO SET BAIL, THEY SEEMED AWARE
OF THE FOLICE PROBLEM AND THEY JUST, THEY JUST SORT OF
SHRUGGED THEIR SHOULLERS WHEN I TOLD THEM WHAT HAMPENED AND
SAID *NO RAILs® THEY RECOMMENDED NO BAIL TO THE JUDGE.
THAT’S HOW THE SYSTEM WORKS.

S0 THEN I WAS CALLEDN IN FRONM OF THE JURGE
ANDN THE JUDGE READ OFF TWO COUNTS OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULT ANU
BATTERY» SIMPLE ASSAULT AND BATTERYs RESISTING ARREST AN
DBISORDERLY CONLUCT. AND WHEN I TRIED TO OPEN MY MOUTHy SHE
JUST SAID- *TELL IT TO THE JUDGE.,®
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THEN I WENT BACK TO THE HOSFPITAL --
Q. WHO, THE MAGISTRATET
Ae WHAT DO THEY CALL THEM NOWs THE ARRAIGNMENT
JUDGE »
AND I WENT BACK TO FRANKFORD HOSPITAL. TO SEE
THE DOCTOR AGAIN AND RECEIVE MEDICATION ANIF —-
G WHAT WERE ALL THE CHARGES YOU WERE CHARGED
WITHs AGGRAVATED ASSAULT» SIMPLE ASSAULT --
A DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND RESISTING ARREST.
BUT TWO POLICE OFFICERS CHARGED ME WITH THIS». NOT ONE. I
STRUCK THEM WITH MY HANDS AND FEET» THEY SAID.
SO ONCE I GOT OVER ITs I7T WAS A FEW DAYS,
ALL I COULD THINK AROUT WaAS A LANSUIT. AND WHEN I TOLDR THIS
TO MY FATHER: HE BROKE DOWN AND CRIED AND HE IS OVER 70 YEARS
OL.D. AND HE WAS JUST SCARED TO LEATH THAT I WOULD EKE KILLED
OR SOMETHING. AND NOT THaAT I AGREED WITH HIM: BUI TO GO
ALONG WITH HIS WISHES, I SAIDs °OKAY: I‘LL JUST LEAVE WELL

ENDUGH ALONE.®
AND HE GOT A LAMYERs LOUIS JOHANSONs I THINK

HE IS ALSD A CITY COUNCILMANF AND ALL I GOT OUF OF IT WAS --
WHEN MY HEARING DATE CAME, I JUST WALKNED INs DIDN’T SAY A
WORIr. THEY SAIDy °SIX MONTHS FROBATION. YOU DON‘'T HAVE TO

CALL ANYBOD'Y, NOBODY WILL CALL YOU.®
AN THEN ABOUT A MONTH WENT BY AND I JUST
KEFT READING ACCOUNTS IN THE PAFER AND THAT WAS ALL THAT WAS
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ON MY MINLD.

AND ON THE BLOCK WHERE I WORKED WAS THE
N:A+A.C.P, OFFICEy S50 I WALKED IN AND TALKED TO MR. ALPHONSO
DEAL.. AND I WROTE OUT A STATEMENT AND GAVE IT TO HIM. AND
HIS REPLY WAS» °*DO YOU WANT TO SUE THE POLICE?® TO WHICH I

SAIDs "YES.®
AND THE NEXT DAY THE F.EB.I. WAS AT MY HOUSE.

SO I TOLD' THE F.B.I. WHAT HAD HAPPENED,» TOLD THEM EVERYTHING.
ALTHOUGH THIS WAS A MONTH LATERs I STILL HAD PHYSICAL SCARS
AND WELTS ALL OVER MY BODY. AND I SIGNED RELEASES FOR MY
MEDICAL FPAPERS AN} EVERYTHING.
AND THEY INTERVIEWED ABOUT -- THERE WERE
FIVE TO TEN WITNESSES: I WOULD SAY, AND THEY TALKED TO ALl OF
THEM. AND I WAS THERE MANY TIMES AND THAT WAS THE END OF IT
-— I DON’‘T RNOW IF THAT WAS THE ENII OF ITy BUT IT JUST SEEMED
TO DIE, JUST SEEMED TO ENDN,
THAT IS ALL I HAVE TO SAY.
Qe HAVE YOU TAKEN ANY ACTION SUBSEQUENI TO THE
F.B.I. INTERVIEWS?
A NOy I HAVE NOT.
CHAIRMAN RHOLDES!? QUESTIONS FROM THt COMMITTEE,
REFRESENTATIVE SCIRICA.
REFPRESENTATIVE SCIRICAS NO.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? REPRESENTATIVE WIGGBINS.,

REPRESENfATIVE WIGGINS? YES,
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REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS?

Q. YOU SAID YOU INITIALLY PUT IN A COMFLAINI BY
WAY OF AN ATTORNEY FROM THE N.A+AR.C.P.7

A RIGHT.,

Q. AM I CORRECT?

A YES,

Q. HAS YOUR ATIURNEY FROM THE N.A.A.C.F. BEEN

ABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE DISPOSITION OF YOUR CASE AS OF THIS

POINT?
A NO»y SIR.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.,
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDISON?
Q. YOUR ATTORNEY WAS LOUIS JOHANSON: IS THAT
CORRECT?

A, YES.,

R SO IT WAS NOT THE N.A.A.C.P.y YOU WERE NOT A
MEMEER OF THE N+AR:ACP 7

A NOs SIRr NOT AT THE TIME.

Q. I MEAN AT THIS TIME?

A NO.

a. WHAT I AM TRYING TO GET Als JUST TO CLARIFY
THE RECORIls LOUIS JOHANSON IS NOT A LAWYER FROM THE
N+sALALCP.T

A NO, SIRy HE WAS JUST MY FATHER’S WAY OF

GETTING ME COUT OF TROUEBLE.
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Q. FIRST MR+ TRENf, IN THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT
YOU HAD AS AN N.A.A.C.F, LAWNYERy THE NUMBER OF FEOPLE THAT
HAVE COME TO YOU IN TERMS OF FOLICE BRUTALITY CASES OVER THE
LAST TWO-YEAR SFANs WHAT WOULD YOU SAY THAT NUMBER IS? AN IF
YOU DO KNOW THAT NUMBER: COULD YOU GIVE US A BREARDOWN OF THE
RACIAL BACKGROUND OF THE NUMBER OF PERSONS THAT HAVE COME
DIRECTLY TO YOU CONCERNING THE FOLICE VIOLENCE CASES IN THE
CITY OF PHILADELFHIAT

A, (MR. TRENT) I COULDN‘T BEGIN TO GIVE YOU A
NUMEER.

Q. APPROXIMATELYs WE WOULD HAVE TU HAVE
SOMETHING FOR THE RECORD.

A WeLL» IT WOULD HAVE TO BE IN THE HUNDREDS.
YOU SEE» THE BRANCHES ARE LOCATED IN VARIOUS NEIGHBORHOODS

AND THEY TAKE COMPLAINIS ALL THE TIME. SOME OF THEM THEY
ACT ON» SOME OF THEM THEY DON‘T ACT ON, SOME OF THEM THEY

REFER TU ORGANIZATIONS LIKE P.I1.L.C.O0.F.s OR TO THE LAWYERS
COMMITTEE OR TO FPRIVATE LAWYERSF] AND THERE IS A WHOLE RANGE
OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF DISPOSITIONS. WE HAVE NOT TRIED TO

ASCERTAIN THE EXACT NUMBER OR EVEN THE APPROXIMATE NUMBER Al

THIS POINT IN TIME.
BUT LET ME IN ANSWER TO THE SECOND PART OF

YOUR QUESTION» THERE IS5 NO DOUBT THAT THE OVERWHELMING
NUMBER OF COMFPLAINTS COME FROM BLACKS AND FRIMARILY EBLACK

MALES.,
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Q. WOULD YOU SAY IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA»
MR. TRENT, THAT THE PROBLEM -~ IT SEEMS THAT PEOFLE WANT TO
UNDERSTATE THE PROBLEM. WOULD YOU SAY THE FROBLEM IS GROSS
IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT FOLICE
VIOLENCEs POLICE BRUTALITYs POLICE ARUSEs, POLICE HARASSMENT
IN THIS TOWN?

Ao I WOULD DESCRIBE IT AS GROSS» AS HOKRENDOUS
AS DUTRAGEOUSs AND IT SEEMS TO BE GETTING WORSE.

Qs HOW MANY CASES HAVE THE N.A+A.C.F. LAWYERS
TRIED ON POLICE VIOLENCE IN THE CITY?

Ao WELLs WHEN YOU SAY THE N.A.A.C.P, LAWYERS

TRIEDy --

Qs HAVE THEY TRIED ANY CASESs TO YOUR
KNOWLEDGE™®

CHAIRMAN RHODES: NOT TRIEDs BUT -~

A IN TERMS OF DEFENSEs CRIMINAL ACTION®

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:

Q. YES.

A WELLs FIRST OF AlL NORMALLY WE DRON‘T GET
INVOLVELDL IN CRIMINAL ACTIONS. THESE AKE NORMALLY HANDLED BY
PRIVATE ATTORNEYS OR THE FPUBLIC LEFENRER OR SOME OTHER LEGAL
ORGANIZATION.

THE SUITS THAT WE GET INfO ARE USUALLY THE

CIVIL SUITS AND NOT PARTICULARLY WITH RESFECT TO ANY
FARTICULAR CASE BUT WITH RESPELCT TO A CLASS OR A PATTERN OK
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PRACTICE OF THAT KIND OF THING.
Q. I WANTED TO ESTABLISH THAT AS MY NEXT

RAUESTION, NOW THAT YQU DON‘T DO THATs DO YOU AS AN ATTORNEY
AND AS A BROUPy N.A.A.C.F.,+ [0 THEY FILE ANY CLASS ACTION
SUITS AGAINST THE POLICE DEPARTMENT HERE IN THE CITY OF
PHILADELFPHIA CONCERNING THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT?

A WE HAVE REEN INVOLVED IN MOST OF THE CLASS
ACTION SUITS THAT HAVE BEEN FILED IN THE CITY OF FHILARELPHIA

INVOLVING FOLICE ABUSE.
. AND AS A RESULT OF THATs MR. TRENT: HAVE

THERE BEEN ANY CASES THAT HAVE EEEN WON? AND IF THERE HAVE
NOT BEEN ANY CASES THAT WERE WON: HOW MANY CASES HAVE EREEN
LOST?

A, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME CASES THAT HAVE BEEN
WON» BUT MOST OF THE CASES HAVE BEEN LOST, I WOULD IMAGINE»

YES.,
THERE HAVE RBEEN & FEW THAT HAUE EEEN WON»

YES.

Q. IN THE CASES THAT WERE WON» WHAT WERE THE
EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THAT FARTICULAR CASE
THAT BROUGHT A VICTORY IN THAT CASET

A THAT PARTICULAR CASE INVOLVED THE POLICE
ACTIONS IN TERMS OF STOPFING LARGE NUMBERS OF MALESs ELACK
MAILES ON THE STREETS AFTER FOLICE SHOOTINGSs AN --

Q. MASS ROUNDUP., THEY USED TO CALL IT?
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A YES., AND THAT HAS BEEN ENJOINED> YES. THAT

WAS A SUCCESSFUL SUIT.

a. ALL RIGHT» AS TO MR. FOXy AS & RESULT OF THE
TESTIMONY WHICH WAS SHARED BY MR. FOX RELEVANT TO THE
SITUATION IN THE NORTHEAST SECTION OF FPHILADELPHIA» COULD YOU
SHARE WITH US WHETHER OR NOT THE N.A.A.C.P. DIDs IN FACT»
FILE A CIVIL COMMLAINT OR CIVIL ACTION WITH THE COURTS
PERTAINING TO THIS CASET

A THE N.A.A.C.P+. HAS NOT.

Q. IS THERE ANY REASON WHY THEY DID NOT?T

A. WE HAVE NOT REACHED THAT POINT IN TIME.

Q. IN OTHER WORDS, IT IS STILL IN THE PROCESS
OF GOING THROUGH THE FROCEDURES AT THIS POINT?

A THAT MAY OR MAY NOT OCCUR.

Q. COuLD YOQU TELL US MWHY?

A THERE ARE A LOT OF OTHER THINGS FROM A LEGAL.
FOINT OF VIEW THAT WE THINK TAKE FRECEDENCE OVER A CIVIL
ACTION AT THIS FOINT IN TIME»y SUCH AS THE F.R.I. AND THE U.
S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE» TO OUR KNOWLEDGE 18 INVESTIGATING AND
MAY VERY WELL EBRING CRIMINAL CHARGES WITH RESPECT TO THIS
FARTICULAR INCIDENY AS WELL AS OTHERS. AND FOR LEGAL REASONS
WE WOULD FREFER THAT THAY OCCURRED FIRST? AND WE WOULD HOPE
THAT IT WILL BE A SUCCESSFUL FPROSECUTION.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? MR+ TRENT, YOU OR MR, FOXs I

AM TOLD THERE IS A PROCEDURE, LIMITEL AS IT MAY BE, FOR
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CITIZENS COMPLAINTS IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. HAVE YOU FILED
A CITIZEN’S COMPLAINT?

MR. FOX3 NOs I HAVE NOT.

MR+ TRENT? BY WAY OF A LETTER TO THE
COMMISSIONER:s & COMPLAINT HAS BEEN FILED RELATIVE TO THIS
CASE.

THERE HAS BEEN NO RESPONSE FROM THE
COMMISSIONER OR ANYONE ELSE FROM THE CITY AS A RESULT OF THAT
COMPLAINT.,

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARNSON!?

a. M. FOXs THIS INCIDENT THAT YOU BROUGHT TQ
THIS COMMITTEE’S ATTENTION TODAY INRICATED THAT YOU HAD TWO
COUNTS OF ASSAULT AND BATTERY» SIMPLE ASSAULT» RESISTING
ARREST AND DISORDERLY CONDUCT RY TWO DIFFERENT POLICE
OFFICERST

A, (MR. FOX) UH-HUH.

Q. YOU INDICATED EVIDENTLY IN SOME TYFE OF
DESCRIFTION ON THE COMPLAINT FORM THAT YOU WERE NICKING ET
CETERA,

ARE YOU A& BLACK BELT IN KARATE?

As NOs SIR.

Q. THE MARTIAL ARTS OF SELF-DEFENSE®

A NO.

Q. THE REASON I A# FOCUSING ON THIS» IT ALWAYS
SURFRISES ME WHEN WITNESSES TESTIFY THAT AlL OF THFSE KINDS


ciori
Rectangle


fury

M W N A s W W

10

EARL TRENTs ESR. - R. FOX 541

OF ALLEGATIONS ARE MADEs BUT FOR SOME REASON NO OHE EVER
PURSUES THAT: AND I JUST WANTED TO FUY THAT ON THE RECORD.
THE OTHER THING IS THAT YOU INDICATED WHEN

YOU WERE IN THE HOSPITAL YOU HAD INTERNAL. BLEEIING. AGAIN:
COULD YOU TELL US WHY YOU DID NOT STAY 1N THE HOSFPITAL TO
ALLOW THEM TO DEAL WITH THE INTERNAL BLEEDING?

A. I CAN‘T REALLY FINPOINT ITes I JUST LAID
THERE Al.L NIGHT IN THE HOSFITAL» AND THE FOLICE KEFPT TELLING
ME HOW THEY WOULD SIT QUTSIDE OF MY RODM# AND MY FATHER
SITTING IN THE WAITING ROOM WORRYING ABOUT ME., I --

Q. WERE YOU AFRAIDs MK, FOXT

A NO» I WASN’T AFRAID AT THAT POINV. 1 MEAN»
I ALMOST DIEDy I COULDN'T BE AFRAID ANY MORE.

Mik. TRENT? WELLs AFRAID OF WHOM®?

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: WAS HE AFRAID OF
THE FOLICE> WAS HE AFRAID THAT HIS TIME THERE IN THE
HOSPITAL AS A RESULT OF HIM NOT BEING FHYSICALLY TAKEN CARE
OF s WAS HE AFRAID THE POLICE WOULD DO SOMEHING EI.SE TO HIM
THERE IN THE HOSPITAIL. AND HE WANTED TO GO ON TO THE
ROUNDHOUSE?

MR, FOX! NOs NOT IN THE HOSPITAL I WASN‘T
AFRAID.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARIISON:

7 FINALLYs MR. FOX» BECAUSE O MY DLEF CONCERN

AN FEELINGS MANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SUECOMMITTEE HAVE
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CONCERNING THIS FPROBLEMs THE ORDEAL THAT YOU WENT THROUGH —-
HAVE YOU BEFORE EVER WITNESSED, EVER HAD ENCOUNTERS WITH OR
HAVE FRIENDS WHO HADI' ENCOUNTERS WITH THE TYPE OF PROBLEMS
CONCERNING FOLICE BRUTALITY AND VIOLENCE IN THIS TOWN THAT
YOU HAVE GONE THROUGHs OR ANYTHING LINE THAT BEFORE?

A NO, I HADN’T. IT’S SOMETHING I JUST READ
ABOUT IN THE PAPER: SOMETHING —--— ONCE IT HAPPENED TO ME» I
JUST SAID YOU DON‘T BELIEVE IT UNTIL IT HAPPENS TO YOU.

Q. AND AS A RESULTs IT NOW MAKES YOU MORE AWARE
OF THE SITUATION IN THE CI1TY?

A DEFINITELY.,

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? ARE YOU STILL UNDER THOSE
CHARGESs MR. FOX7?

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! APPARENTLY A.R.D.

A. RIGHT» APRIL, 1977,

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! IT’S OVER?

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? IT‘S OVERy HE'S
FINISHED .

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! A«R.De» RIGHT?

A YES.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARISON: NON-REFPORTING

PROBATION? AFTER THAT SIX MONTHS IF YOU ARE NOT REARRESTED»
THEY DON’T BRING THE CHARGES UF AGAIN» IT IS AUTOMATICALLY

THROWN OUT.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? S0 YOU ARE CLEARED OF THOSE
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CHARGES TODAY?
A WELLs I HAVE A CRIMINAL. RECORDy I =~

REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIANMS?

Q. WERE YOU TOLD AR.D.7

A I MOVED TO CALIFORNIA ANL I HAD TO BE BONIED
FOR A JOE. I WROTE A LETTER TO MY LAWYER ASKING HIM IF I
WAS GOING TO CARRY THIS RECORD ALL MY LIFE. I JUST DIDN‘T
KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ONs I JUST UWENT ALONG WITH MY FATHER AND
MY LAWYER.

AND HE TOLD ME I WOULLD CARRY THIS ON MY

RECORD.

Q. YOUR LAWYERT?

A YES.

Q. THEN YOU DIDN‘T HAVE A.R.D'e  THE INDUCEMENT
FOR A.R.D. IS YOU DON‘T DEFEND YOURSELF» THEY DON‘T
PROSECUTE: AND IN EXCHANGEs AFTER A PERIOD OF TIME, THE WHOLE
RECORDI IS THROWN OUT. THAT IS THE PURPOSE OF IT.

NOW IF YOU GOT A.R.D.» AND DIDN‘T GET THAT»

YOU HADR BETTER GE7T YDURSELF ANOTHER LAWYER. BUY YOU ARE NOT
SUPFUSED TO HAVE A CRIMINAL RECORD IF THAT’S WHAT YOU HaD.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? OFF THE RECORD.

(DICUSSION OFF THE RECORD.)

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

a. FINALLY MR. FOX» YOU EVIDENTLY OVER THE YEAR
== ARE YOU BACK NOW IN THE CITY?
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A (MR, FOX) YES.

. CAN YOU DESCRIBE, SINCE YOUR ORDEAL» THE
KIND OF ACTION» THE POLICE IN THt CITYs» IN RELATIONSHIF TO
ITS CITIZENSs IN RELATIONSHIP 7O PEOFLES’ FEELINGSs HOW
FEOPLE DESCRIBE POLICE IN THIS TOWN? WOULD YOU SAY THEY
DESCRIBE IY AS FOLICE OFFICERS -~ I AM NOT SAYING ALL OF THEM
-— AS THEIR FRIENDS, AS --

MR. TRENT? I DON’T REALLY THINK HE CAN ANSWER
THAT: NO.

REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: WELL s THE CHAIRMAN
INDICATES THAT 1T MIGHT LEAD TU GROUNDS FOR SUITs aAND HE
DOESEN’T WANI HIM TO ANSWER IT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! I WOULD REAILY NOT LINKE TO
EXPLORE THIS AREA.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!? I WITHDRRAW THE
QUESTIONF RUI I SHARE WITH YOU THAT I UNDERSTANM THAT IF YOU
HAVE A TRIALs AND I WILL NOT PURSUE IT. BUT I AM REALLY
FOINTING AT EVERY PERSON WHOQ TESTIFIES BEFORE THIS CLOMMITTEE,
MR. CHAIRMAN» THAT WE ]I WANT TO SHOW THERE IS DEFINITELY A
CONSPIRACY AGARINST OUR PEOPLE IN THIS TOWNF THAT IN ORBER TO
BRING THAT OUTfs I HAD TO ASK THAT QUESTION. BUI IN LIGHT OF
THIS SITUATIONs I WILL WITHIORAW THE GUESTION.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOUs REPRESENTATIVE

RICHARDSON, FOR YOUR COOPERATICN.
REFRESENTATIVE WHITE: IO YOU HAVE ANY
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RUESTIONS?

REPRESENTAYIVL WHITE!? NO.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMSS

r i MR.'FOX, HOWN OLD ARE YOU?

A TWENTY-FOUR.

Q. AND YOU WERE APPROXIMATELY 23 WHEN THIS
HAFPPENED?

A YES.,

Q. YOU ARE NON-BLACKs RIGHT?

A YES.,

a. THAT MEANS YOU ARE NOT NON-WHITE RIGHT: YOU

ARE CAUCASIAN?

A YES.

@ SOME OF THE ASPECTS OF THE SITUATION AS
EXPRESSED BY FPEOPLE ARE THAT BLACKS FERCEIVE THAT IT HAFPFENS
ONLY TO BLACKS., I HAVE ALWAYS SAID THAT WAS INCORRECT. BRUT
YOU ARE SAYING BREFORE IT HAPPENED TO YOU» YOU JUST NEVER
THOUGHT IT WOULD HAPPENs RIGHTs YOU HEARD ABOUT IT ANU
BASICALLY NEVER BELIEVED IT3 IS THAT CORRECT?T

A JUST IGNORED IT» MAYBEs WOULD BE A BRETTER
WORD .

Q. AN} OF COURSE YOU EXPRESSEDR YOUR EXPERIENCE
AS ONE OF AMAZEMENT AND SHOCK3 AND YOU REALLY FELT BAII AS AN
AMERICAN THAT THAT COULD HAPPENT?
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A DEFINITELY.

Q. DO YOU RELIEVE YOUR OWN EXFERIENCE HAS
OPENED YOUR EYES TU THE FACT THAT IT HAFPENS A LOT MORE AND
TO A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO ARE PCUCWERLESS ALSO OR OTHERWISE
SITUATED?

A YES.

Q. DO YOU RELIEVE IT IS IMFORTANT INFORMATION
FOR OUR TOTAL COMMUNITY TO HAVE SO THEY CAN UNNERSTAND THE
DANGER?

A YES.

Q. YOU DON’T BELIEVE THAT OUR COMMUNITY FROM A
BROAD BASE YET UNDERSTANDS THE PROBLEM3 IS THAT RIGHT?

A NOT AT ALLy NOT AT ALL. IT‘S ON THE COVER
OF THE FAPER» IT’S ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE FAPER THREE TIMES

A WEEKs YET NOTHING IS DONE.
Q. IO YOU THINK THAT AT ORE TIME YOUR JUDGMENT

MAY HAVE REEN THAT IT EITHER HAPPENED TO BLACKS OR OTHER
MINORITIES OR IT WAS ALLEGED AND JT WASN‘T A8 MUCH TO IT AS
CLAIMED?
DO YOU THINK YOUR PERCEPTION MIGHI HAVE BEEN

THAT AT ONE TIME?

A YES.

q, OKAY. THEN WE COLLECTIVELY, BLACKSs WHITES,
HISPANICSs SO ONs FOR IMPORTANT AMERICAN KREASONS, WE WOULD

HAVE TO CORRECT THAT CREDIERILITY PROBLEM; DON‘T YOU AGREE?
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A YES.

Q. MR. TRENT SFOKE IN TERMS OF IT HAPPENING TOUO
PEOPLE WHD ARE POWERI.ESS.

IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY OPINION THAT WE ARE
TALKING ABOUT RAW ARILITY TO USE POLICE POWERs THAT IT 1S
IRRESPECTIVE WHEN IT IS GOING TO BE USED» WHO YOU AREs YOUR
COLORs YOUR STATION IN LIFEs WHATEVER? THAT FACING THAT RAW
FOWER 1S ALMOST A DIFFERENT KIND OF A STATUS OR POSITION WHEN
THAT POLICE OFFICER IS IN FRONT OF YOU.
WOULD YOU AGREE THAT 15 S0? YOU WERE

SHOCKED THAT IT HAPPENEDs, THAT IT COULD HAPFEN THAT WAY?

A REFINITELY.

(e AN} YOU WERE DOING MNOTHING?

Be RAISED MY VOICE.

Q. AND YOU HAVE CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST YOQUT

A. YES.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! MR. CHAIRMAN, YOU
MANE THAT OBSERVATION OF SIMILAR CHARCES OF THE CASES WE HADR
HEARD SEVERAL TIMES. I WOULD SUGGEST THAT WE THINK ABOUT
SOME SUEBPOENAING OR SECURING OF RECORRS OF THE COURTS TO
DETERMINE HOW EXVENSIVE THAT FATTERN HAS BREEN OVER THE PERIOD
OF YEARS. AND I WOULD THINK THAT OUR FELLOW CITIZENRY MIGHT

CHAIRMAN RHODES: A POINT WELL TAKEN, WHICH YOU
DESCRIBED -~ 1 THOUGHT AS AN OBSERVER, IT DOESN‘'T SOUND VERY
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MUCH L1KE RESISTING ARREST.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR COMING BEFORE US.
WE APPRECIATE YQOU COMING. WE UNDERSTANN YOU HAVE REEN
THROUGH A TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCEs AND THIS SUKCOMMITTEE OF TH:
HOUSE OF REFPRESENTATIVES IS VERY APPRECIATIVLE OF YOU TAKING
TIME OUT.

YOU ALSU» Mit. TRENT, THANK YOU VIEERY MUCH.

(WITNESSES EXCUSED.)

CHAlRMAN RHOLES!: AT THIS POINC 1 WOULY LIKE TO
ACKNOWLETNGE REFPRESENTATIVE JOEL JOMNSON FROM FHILADELPHIA
COUNTYs» AND WE APPRECIATE HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE HEARING. HE
DID NOT WANT TO KE ACKNOWLEDGED, BUT I LIDN’'T HONOR THAT.

THE NEXT WITNESS REFORE THE SURCOMMITTEE IS
MRS. BETH SHOWELL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? MRS. SHOWEIL: DI1D YOU RECEIVE
A SUBFOENA TO AIMPEAR BEFORE THIS SURCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
REFRESENTATIVES?

MS. SHOWELL? YESs 1 HAVE.,

BETH SHOWELL » SWORN.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES?

Q. DO YOU HAVE A STATEMENT YOU WANT TO MAKE TO
US OR HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO PROCEED?

As WELLs I WOULD LINE TO PREFALE WHAT I AM
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GETTING READY TO SAY WITHrs IN RECENT MONTHS I HAUE BEEN
ACTIVE IN THE CUMMUNITY AND HAVE HAD MANY MEETINGS WITH THE
POLICE AND HAVE FOUND THEM GENERALLY YO BE COOPERATIVE TO THE
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY. AND I THOUGHT PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT
THAT HAPFENED TO ME THAT A LOT OF WHAT T HAD READ IN THE
NEWSPAPER WAS SOMETHING THAT WAS BROUGHT ON BY THE VICTIMS
THEMSELVES? BUT AFTER MY INCIDENT I REALIZED THERE ARE
MEMEERS OF THE POLICE FORCE WHO TAKE THEIR AUTHOR1TY IN THEIR
HANDS AND ABUSE IT.

WHAT HAPPENED WAS ON MaY 14y 1976+ 1 HAD
RETURNED FRDOM NEW YORR WHERE I HAD TO TAKE CARE OF SOME
BUSINESS, I PICKED MY DAUGHTER UP FROM SCHOOL, RAN A FEW
ERRANDS AND BECAUSE I WAS TIRED AND T(ME WAS GETTING LATE WE
STOFPPER AT MCDONALDL‘S» 40TH AND WALNUT.

WALNUT STREETs AT THAT TIME OF DAY OH THE
NORTH SIDE OF THE STREET THERE IS NO STOPPING. 1 STOPFED THE
CAR LONG ENQUGH TO LET HER OUT TO 60 INTO MCOONALD’S AND
CIRCLED THE BLOCK. AS I CAME BACK AROUND THE BLOCK I WAS
IRIVING ALL THE VWAY IN THE RIGHT-HAND LANE ON THE NORTH SIDE
OF THE STREET» DRIVING VERY SLOWLYs LOOKING INTO MCRONALD’S
TO SEE IF SHE WAS READY TO COME OUT OR IF SHE WAS STILL IN
LINE» WITH THE IDEA THAT I WOULD CONTINULE ARCUNIS THE BLOCK IF
SHE WAS NOT READY TO COME OUT.

[ HOW OLLD IS YOUR DAUGHTERTY
A SHE IS 15 NOW. AT THE TIME SHE WAS 13,
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I LOOKREDY IN MY SIDE-VIEW MIRROR TO SEE IF
TRAFFIC WAS CLEAR S0 I COULD FULL OUT TO GO AROUN)Y THE BLOCK
AGAIN. AS I LOOKED IN THE MIRROR 1 SAW A FOLICE OFFICER
AFPPROACHING THE CAR WITH A TICKET IN HIS HAND; AND I SIOPPED
THE CARy PUT THE BRAKES ONs AND HE FPUT THE TICKET ON THE
WINDSHIELD.

1 PUT THE CAR IN PARKs PUT THE PARKING ERAKE
ONs OPENED THE DOOR TO GET TO REACH FOR THE TICKET» AND THE
TICKET TORE IN HALF. AT WHICH TIME HE PULLED THE DOOR ALL
THE WAY DPEN AND HE ORDERED ME QU! OF THE CAR, I WAS DRIVING
A RENTED CAR AT THE TIME.

HE TOLD ME TO COME OVER ON THE SIDEWALK. HE
ASKED ME TO GET THE RENTAL AGREEMENT OUT OF THE CARs WHICH I
DID., I REACHED IN THE GLOVE COMPARTMENT GOT IT QUM ANM
HANDED IT TO HIM, AND I SAID I WOULD LINE TO LOOK IN
MCDONALD’S TO SEE WHERE MY DAUGHTER WASs WHETHER SHE WAS ON
HER WAY OUT» OR UHAT.

HE GRARBED ME BRY MY LEFT ARM ANL TOLD ML I
WASN‘'T GOING ANYWHERE: AND CALLED ME A NAME, A PRONOUN FOR A
FEMALE DOG» AND HE TOLD ME I WASN‘T GDING ANYWHERE» HE SAID 1
WAS UNDER ARREST. HE TOLD HIS PARTNER TO CALL FOR A WAGON;
AND I SYOOD THERE.

THERE WERE FEOPLE WAITING FOR THFE RUS, THE
BUS CAME, BUT THEY DIDN’T GET ON BECAUSE THEY WANIED TO STOP
TO SEE WHAT WOULD HAPPEN.
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fHE POLICEMAN GRABBED ME RY MY HAND ACALN
AND TURNED ME AROUND. AND WHEN THE WAGON CAMEs THE OFFICERS
THAT WERE IN THE WAGON TOLD HIM THAT HE REALLY HAD NO GROUNDS
TO ARREST ME.

1 GOT MY DAUGHTERS BUF INSTEAD OF GOING HOME
I PROCEEDED TO THE POLICE STATION, 18TH DISTRICTs SSTH AND
FPINE. WHEN I WENT IN» THE OFFICER THERE ASKELD ME WHAT D(D I
WANT, AND I TOLD HIM I WOULD LIRE TO RECISTER A COMFPLAINT
AGAINST THE OFFICERS, AND I HAD' HIS NAME. THIS ONE OFFICER IN
PARTICULARy I HAD H1S NAME AND HIS BADGE NUMBER.

HE SAID, "JUST A MINUTE," HE SAIDy *"DO YOU
HAVE YOUR DRIVER’S LICENSE?® I SAIDs °"YES." HE SAIDy *MaAY 1
SEE IT?* I ASKED HIMs "FOR WHAT REASON? I HAD COME 70D
REGISTER A COMPLAINT.® HE SAIDs °*THAT’S ALL RIGHI» THE
POLICE OFFICER IS HERE NOW AND WE HAVL HI1S REFORTs HAVE A

SEAT."
SO I SAT DOWN. HE CAME BACK TO THE WINDOW

AND SAID, *OUR COMPUTER IS BROKEN» IT’S QUT. WE WILL TAKRE
THE COMPLAINI.®* S0 I TOLD HIM WHAT HAFPENED. HE WROTE DOWN
THE INFORMATION AND TOLD ME I COULD 60 HOME.

AS SOON AS I GOT7 HOME FHE TELEPHONE WAS
RINGING AND THE OFFICER TOLD MIE THAT CAPTAIN CAMPEELL, WHO
WAS THE CAPTAIN OF THE 18TH DISTRICT» WOULD LIKE TD SEE ME,

THAT HE WOULD TAKE MY COMPLAINT.
A NEIGHHOR’S SOUN AND I -- I WAS PRETTY BADLY
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SHAKEN UP. A NEIGHROR’S SON AND I WENT BACK TO THE POLICE
STATION. THEY TOLD ME TO COME INSIDE THE CAPTAIN’S OFFICE
== AT THE TIME I DIDN’T KNOW WHERE THEY HAD ASKED ME TO COME
WAS NOT THE THE CAPTAIN’S OFFICE —-- TOLD MY NEIGHROR’S SON TO
WAIT OUTSIDE.

THE POLICEMAN SNATCHED MY POCKETYROOK .
LITERALLY THROUGH ME IN A CELL AND WEN( THROUGH MY POCRETROOK
TO SEE WHETHER I HAD ANY WEAPONS. I HAD A PAIR OF SCISSORS
IN MY POCKETBOON» I HAD A PERSONAL PAIR OF DISSECTING
SCISSORSs I TEACH RIOLOGYS ANI' TOOK MY SCISSORS FROM ME» AND
TAGGED ME AND PUT ME IN A CELL» AND TOLD ME I WAS UNNER
ARREST. I ASKED THEM» “ON WHAT GROUNDST®* AND NO ONE WOULD

TALK TO ME.
Ge WHO WAS THE OFFICER WHO DfD THIST

A 1 DON’'T HAVE THE OFFICER’S NAME.

Qe WHAT FUNCTION DID HE HAVE Af THE STATIONT

A HE WAS THE OFFILER AT THE DESK.

R IN OTHER WORDSs THE OFFICER YOU WENT TO MAKE

THE COMPLAING TO?
A YES. HE LITERALLY THROUGH ME INTO A CELL»

AND CLOSED THE DOORs TOOK MY POCKETBOOK FROM ME., I ASKED HIM
COULD I HAVE MY POCKETBOOK BACKs I HAl MEDICATION IN MY
POCKET ALSUs KECAUSE 1 HAD AN INJURED BACKs, 1 HAD AN
AUTOMORILE ACCIDENT IN FEBRUARY AND THIS WAS MAY. THEY WOULD

NOT GIVE ME BACK MY MENICINE.
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I WAS TAKEN TO THE ROUNDHOUSE AT 8STH ANN
RACEs DOWNTOWN.

WHEN I GOT DOWN THERE: I WAS FUT IN A CELL
WITH THREE OTHER WOMEN» ON A BEDy IT WAS A METAL RED WITH A
LIP ON IT, IT HAD NDO MATTRESS ON IT. I TOLD THE GIRL ON DUTrY
THAT I HAD A BADB BACK AND THAT THE OFFICERS AT THE 18TH
DISTRICT HAD TAKEN MY MEDICINE FROM ME AND COULD I GET A
DRINK OF WATER., SHE TOLD Mt NO, 1 WOULD HAVE TO SIT IN THERE

I ASKED THEM ON WHAT GROUNIS WAS I BEING
ARRESTEDs AND AT THAT TIME. THE POLICEWOGMAMN THAT WAS ON DUTY
DOWN THERE TOLD ME THAT I WAS SCOFFLAWy THAT I HaD
DUTSTANDING TICKETS ACAINST ME.

WHEN IT CAME BEFORE THE JUDGEs THE JUDGE
SAID THAT HE COULD NOT FIND ANYFHING UM THE COMPUTER THAT
SAID I HAD ANY OUTSTANDING TICKETS: WHICH IN FACT 1 DID NOT
HAVE s BECAUSE ANY TIME THAT I HAD RECEIVED A PARKING TICKET»
I HAD EITHER PAIl IT BECAUSE T WAS WRONG OR I WENT TO TRAFF1C

COURT TO PROTEST IT.
I WaS LET GO AROUT Si00 O‘CLOCK IN THE

MORNING. THE ORIGINAL. INCIDENT HAPPENED ABOUT 4130 IN THE
AFTERNOON., T HAD BEEN SITTING THERE ALL THIS TIME W1THOUT MY
MEDICATION. WHEN I GOT TO WORK MONDAY MORNINGs TVHE OFFICER
ON DUTY IN OUR SCHOOL GAVE ME BACK MY SCISSORS AND MY
MEDICINE; BUT I HAD BCEN WITHOUT MY MEDICINE THE ENTIRE
WEEKEND. THIS HAL HAPFENED ON A FRIDAY AFTERNOUN.
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A MONTH LATER A FOLICE OFFICER CAME TO MY
HOUSE AND TOLLD ME HE HAI} A WARRANT FOR MY ARREST» THAT 1 HAD
%133 IN OUTSTANDING TICKETS.

I WENT TO TRAFFIC COURT THE NEXT MORNING 1IN
FRONT OF JUDGE DIMAIOs AND HE TOLD ME I HAI' 133 1IN
OUTSTANDING TICKETS. I ASKED HIM COULD I SEE THE TICKETS:
DID HE HAVE A RECORD OF THE TICKETS: WHAT WAS 1 REING CHARGED
FOR. I WAS TOLD I HAD TO PAY $35 THEN AND SO MUCH A MONTH.
I TOLD HIM 1 WASN’T GOING TO PAY ANYTHING UNTIL THEY PRODUCER
SOME TICKETS» WHICH TO THIS DATE THEY HAVE NOT DONE AND I
HAVE NOT PAID A PENNY.,

NOW UP UNTIL THIS TIMEsy AS I SAID EARLIERs I
HAD THOUGHT THAT MANY TIMES WHEN A PERSON WAS MISTREATED THAT
IT WAS THE PERSON’S FAULT. BUT SEVERAL YEARS REFORE THEN WE
HAD A PARKING LOT THAT WAS FOR THE FACULTY AND STAFF DIRECTLY
ACROSS STREET FROM F:D.P., HEADQGUARTERS ON SPRING GARDEN
STREET.

I WAS ON THE EARLY SHIFT» 1 GOT QUT OF
SCHOOL AT 1:30 AND I CAME OUT TO GET MY CAR TO GO HOME TO
FPICK MY DAUGHTER UP. SHE WAS 9 YEARS OLD AT THE TIME., I

, COULD NOT MOVE THE CAR BECAUSE THE CAR WAS BLOCKED IN EY

OFFICERS’ CARS WHO WERE AT F.0.Ff¢ THERE WAS AN ELECTION THAT
DAY,

I WALKED ACROSS THE STREET TO THEIR
HEADBGUARTERS AND ASKED THEM VERY POLITELY 1F THEY COULL
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PLEASE MOVE THEIR CAR BECAUSE I HALD TO GET OUr:. AN THEY
TOLD Mt THEY WOULD MOVE THEIR CAR WHEN THEY GOT GOOD AND
READY.

1 WENT BRACK INTO THE BRUILDING» AND ONE OF THE
COUNSELORS AND I CAIL.LED THE MAYOR’S OFFICE. THE GIRL WHOD
ANSWERED THE PHONE» A SECRETARYs SHE SAID» "THERE IS NOTHING
WE CAN DO AROUTI IT," BECAUSE THE POLICE RAN THE CITY OF
PHILABELPHIA., WE GOT NO COOPERATION FROM THEM.

WE WENT BACN TO THE F.0.F« HEADQUARTERS AND
WE WERE TOLD AGAIN IN VERY UNGENTLEMANLY-LIKE TERMS THAT THEY
WOULD MOVE THEIR CARS WHEN THEY GOT GOOD AND READY.

I WAITED aN HOUR ANL 45 MINUTES: NO ONE MOUVED
THEIR CAR. I WENT BACK OVER TO THE F.0.P: HEADNQUARTERS AND
TOLD THEM -- I NAS VERY ANGRY AND UVERY UPSET AT THE TIME --
THAT UNLESS SOMEONE MOVED THEIR CAR SO I COULD GET OUT» THA1
I WAS GOING TO MOVE IT WITH MY CAR. AND WITHIN FIVE MINUTES,
THE CAR WAS MOVED,

Q. THANK YOU, MRS, SHOWELL IS THERE ANY MORE
YOU WOULD LIKE TO TELL USs OUR CAN WE OPEN THE QUESTIONSY
A. WELLs I WAS VERY UPSET AFFTER THE INCIDENT, I

FOUND THAT I HAD NO RECOURSE: $0 1 WENT TO COUNCILMAN
BLACKWELL WHO WAS VERY HELPFULs AND HE TOLD ME THAT HE WOULD
GET IN TOUCH WIH COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL’S OFFICE.

1 RECEIVED A LETTER FROM THEM TELLING ME
THAT THEY WOULD GET IN TOUCH WITH ME:. I HAVE NOT HEARD
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ANYTHING FROM THEM SINCE.
. FROM COMMISSIONER O’NRILL’S OFFICE OR

COMMISSIONER O/NEILLT
A FROM HIS OFFICE. I HAVE NOT HEARD ANYTHING
FROM HIS OFFICE OR FROM HIM.
COUNCILMAN BLACKWEILL TOLD ME TO GO OVER TO
THE 18TH DISTRICT AND TALK TO CAPTAIN CAMFRELL. KUT UNDER
THE CIRCUMSTANCES 1 WAS NOT ABOUT TO GO BACK NEAR THE POLICE

STATION FOR ANY REASON.
AND I FELT THAT AS A CITIZEN I HaD NO

RECOURSE. AND WHAT 1 HAVE DONE, HOPEFULLYs TO TRY TO HELP
OTHERS IS RECOME ACTIVE WITH THE COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE
OF THE PHILADELPHIA COUNSEL’S NEIGHEORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS AND
WAS ELECTED CHAIRPERSON FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY IN MY COMMUNITY.
AND I ALSO COORDINATE JOBS FOR A YOUTH PROGRAM ANN I GET A
LOT OF FEEDEACK FROM THE TEENAGERS IN THE COMMUNITY ABOUT

FPOLICE BRUTALITY,
a. IS IT YOUR PERSONAI. KNOWLEDGE FROM

CONVERSATIONS WITH THESE INNIVIDUALS THAT THE KRINDI' OF
EXFERIENCE YOU ﬁﬂh IS ONE THAT OTHERS IN PHILADEPHIA SUFFER
FROM» ROUTINELY?

A YES., I HAD ONE YOUNG MAN WHO TOLD MIZ JUST
YESTERDAYs THAT HIS COUSIN WAS STOPFPED LRIVING HIS CAR. THE
POLICE ASKED HIM TO GET OUT AND HE ASKED WHY HE WAS BEING
STOPFEDF AND SUBSEQULENTLY WAS BEAT ON THE HEAD WITH A
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BLACKJACK AND REQUIRED 12 STITCHES. I DON‘T KNOW THE YOUNGC
MAN. THIS IS ONE OF THE YOUNG PECGPLE WHO WORKS W1TH ME TOLD
ME THIS IS WHAT HAPFENED TO H1S COUSIN JUST OVER THE WEEKEND.
Q. KNOWING YOU ARE TESTIFYING HERE UNDER OATH»
WOULD YOU SAY IN YOUR WORK THAT YOU GET THE IMFRESSION THIS
IS A COMMON PRACTICE IN THE CITY?
A YES, I WOULD.
NOW I LIVE ON A STREET THAT IS THE DIVIDING
LINE BETWEEN THE 127H AND 18TH DISTRICTS ANl I MUST SAY ALL
OF THE INCIDENTS. THAT HAVE COME TO MY ATTENTION HAVE
HAFFPENED IN THE 18TH DISTRICT.
1 HAVE VERY LITTLE KNOWLERGE OF THIS TYPE OF
FRACTICE IN THE 12TH DISTRICT.
G EVEN THOUGH YOU LIVE ON THE RYVIDING LINE?
A, YES» I LIVE ON THE WEST SILE OF 49TH STREET»
WHICH IS THE 12TH DISTRICTs AND THE EAST SILE IS THE 18fH
DISTRICT. BUM ANYTHING THAT HAFPPENS ACROSS THE STREET
HAFFENS IN THE 18TH DISTRICT.
CHAIRMAN RHOLES: QUESTIDNS FROM THE
SUBCOMMITTEE,
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMSy DO YOU HAUE
QUESTIONS?
REFPRESENTATIVE W1LLIAMS: YES.
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?
o M15S SHOWELL»> THIS INCIDENT HAPFENED IN MAY
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A YES. I1 DID.

Q. DID YOU SEEK ANY LEGAL ACTION OR REDNRESS OR
ANYTHING OF THAT NATURE?

A NO. I UWENf T0 COUNCILMAN BLACKWELL TO ASK
HIS ADVICE. HE SUGGESTED THAT HE WOULD CALL COMMISS1ONER
O‘NEILL’S OFFICEs WHICH HE DID: AND HLE SUGGESTED THAT I GO
AND TALK TO CAFPTAIN CAMPBELL. RBUIF AT THAT TIMEs» AS I STATED»
I WAS NOT ABOUT 70 GO ANYWHERE NEAR S5TH AND PINE.

Q@. WHEN I SAY LEGAL ACTIONs, I MEAN FRIVATE
LEGAL. ACTION.,

A NOs I DIE NOT NOT Al THLE TIME.

Q. AND YOU MADE THE POINT THAYT YQU JUST FELT
THERE WAS NOWHERE THAT YOU COULR GO FOR ANY RELIEF Al THk
TIME?

A. RIGHT.

Qe AND I TARE IT BY THAT YOU FEEL THAT CIVIZENS

WHO HAVE THIS KIND OF SITUATION UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES» THE
WAY THEY ARE, SHOULD HAVE SOMEWHERE THEY CAN GD AND GET FAIR
ANL* PROMPT TREATMENT?

A YESy I DO, AND IT’S ONE OF THE REASONS 1
HAVE BEEN LOBBYING VERY HARD FOR RILL 1043 TD COME OUT OF
COMMITTEE .

Q. IF THERE WERE A NEIGHBORHOOD OKGANIZATION
WHICH HAD SOME AUTHORITY 70 RIRECT FEOPLE WHO HAD THIS
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SITUATION WITH SOME FOWER TO EITHER SANCTION OR AT LEASY
PREVENT ANY CAFPRICIOUS ACTION LIKE YOU HADs DO YOU THINK
THAT MIGHT BE HELPFUL?

A YESs I DO. I BELIEVE DEFINITELY THERE IS
FOWER IN THE PEOPLEs ESPECIALLY IF PEOPLE ARE IN NUMRERS

r AND IF BY LEGISLATION PEQOPLE OR CIl1TIZENS HAR
A GROUP CR ORGANIZATION WITH THE AUTHORITY TO AT LEAST
FPREVENT AT SOME STEP OF THE WAY A SITUATION AND GUARANTEE
WHAT HAPFENED TO YOU DI1DN’T HAFPPENs DO YOU THINK THAT WOULD
BE HELFFUL UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES?

A YESy I DO.

d. YOU HAVE INDICATED THAT YOU HAVE SINCE
GOTTEN INVOLVELD IN SOME THINGS THAT DBON‘T RELATE TO THIS RUT
ARE MORE POSITIVE, AND AS A RESULT OF THATys HAVE SEEN EVEN
MORE HAPPEN TO FPECPLE OR KNOW ABOUT MORE YHAT HAFPENS TO
PEOQPLE?T

A YESs I DO.

Q. I THINK IN A WAY YOU SORT OF STATED WHAT THE
LAST WITNESS SAID AND THAT IS THAT MANY OF OUR CITIZENS ARE
NOT AWARE THESE HAPFEN ON A LARGE SCALE RIECAUSE IT HASN'T

HAFPENED TO THEM.
WOULDR YOU AGREE THAT THAT’S RECAUSE THE

INFORMATION YOU RECEIVE FROM THE NEWS OR OTHERWISEs OF POLICE
GENERAILY SORT OF NEUTRALIZE THE CRERIBILITY OF PEOFPLE WHO

COMPLAINT
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As I THINK S0.

O SO IN MANY CASES THE REST OF US DON‘T
BELIEVE IY’S HAPPENING TO THE OTHER PEOPLE?

A YES.

a. AND YET IT MIGHT BE A WIDESPREAX PROBLEM
THAT HAFPENS TO A LOT OF US?

A THIS IS ONE OF THE REASONS WE HAVE ORCANIZED
AROUND THE ISSUE OF CRIME AND SAFETY TO TRY TU GATHER SOME
INFORMATION AND MAKE THESE REPORTS MORE CREDRIBLE.

Q. YOU HAVE SAID THAT YOU BELIEVE THAT THE
POWER IS IN THE PEDPLEs AND OF COURSE THAT IS THE PHILOSOFHY
OF THIS COUNTRY. BUT IF THE PEOPLE UON’T HAVE A CHANNEL
THROUGH WHICH THE RESY OF THE PEOPLE CAN GET ACCURATE
INFORMATION, THINGS CAN BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE IN SUTH A WAY
THAT OFFICERS WHO ARE SUFFOSED TO PROTECT YOU ARE ACTUALLY
BECOME OFFENDERS?

A AND HOPEFULLY WE ARE OFENING UP A CHANNEL --
AND I THINK ONE OF THE POWERS THAT FEOFLE HAVE 1% 1IN THF
VOTING BODTHi AND WE ARE WORKING VERY HARD IN OUR COMMUNITY
TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERYONE HAS A VOICE ANR THAT EVERYONE
EXERCISES THAT RIGHT.

Q. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THOSE WHO WOULD ADVOCATE
SOME PROCEDURES TO GUARANTEE FAIRNESS AND FROTECT AGAINST
POLICE ARUSE ARE PEOPLE WHO NECESSARILY WANT TO SHACKLE THE
HANDS OFF THE POLICE?
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BETH SHOWELL 561

A NO» T THINK THAT PEOPLE ARE JUST LOOKING FOR
A WAY TO HAVE SOME TYPE OF PROTECTION AND HAVE SOMEONE THEY
CAN COMPLAIN TO AND THAT SOMETHING WILL BE DONE ARQUYT THEIR
COMPLAINT, THAT THEIR COMPLAINT WON‘T BE BRUSHED UNDER THE
RUG OR WHITEWASHED.

a. BO YOU RELIEVE FEOFLE 1IN PURLIC OR POLITICAL
OFFICES ARE [OING AS MUCH AS THEY CAN DO ON A PROBLEH SUCH AS
THIS:, FROM YOUR FPERCEPTIONT

A NOs I DON‘T.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? THANK YDU.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? JUST FOR THE RECORD --

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

Q. EXCUSE ME» WHAT DD YOU THINK THE REASON IS
THAT THOSE OF US IN PUBLIC OFFICE DON‘T DO AS MUCH ON AN
ISSUE AS FUNDAMENTAL AS THIST DO YOU HAVE ANY PERCEPTION ON
THAT?

A. WITH PRESENT COMPANY EXCEPTED» I DON‘T THINN
THE RIGHT FEOPLE AEE IN OFFICE.,

CHAIRMAN RHODES!

Q. MRS, SHOWELLs JUST FOR MY RECORI» WHAT WAS
THE DATE AGAIN WHEN YOU SAID YOU WERE ARRESTED AT THE POLICE
STATION?

A MAY 14, 1976,

[ ANDY WHAT TIME OF DAY WAS THIS?

A, APPROXIMATELY 4130 P. M.
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Q. AND AKE YOU SAYING THE OFFICER WHO WAS ON
THE DESK Al 4:130 F. M. ARRESTEDR YOU?

A YES.,

a. DID HE SHOW YDU A WARRANT FOR YOUR ARRESF?

A NO» HE DID NOT, HE DID NOT SHOW ME ANYTHING.

I ASKED HIM WAS HE ALLOWED TO TAKE MY

POCKETROOK AND HE 7T0LIs ME TO SHUT UF ANM SNATCHED MY
POCKETEROQOUK AND SEARCHED IT.

Q. DID HE USE ABUSIVE LANGUAGE TO YOUT

A YESy HE DID.

Q. WHAT KIND OF ABUSIVE LANGUACE?

A 1 DON‘T RECALL ALL THE WORDS HE USED, BUT HE
SFOKE TO M IN A VERY DEROGATORY MANNER AND TOLD ME TO SHUT
MY GODDAM MOUTH» AND THIS TYFE OF THING.

Q. AND YOU UWERE TRYING TO FILE A COMPLAINT?

A, YES.,

. YOU TESTIFIED THAT YOU NOW -- YOU ALMOST
SAIDI 17 HUMOROUSLYs ERUT DIDN’T THINK IT WAS HUMOROUS -~ THAT
YOU WERE AFRAID TO GO BACK TO THAT FOLICE STATION» OR THAT
YOU HAD SOME APFREHBENSIONT

A YES» I RO.

Q. DO YOU FEEL CONSIDERING THIS AlL STARTED
RECAUSE YOU WERE GOING AROUND' A RESTAURANT» YOU WLERE TRYING
TO0 PICK UP YOUR DAUGHTER» WHAT DO YOU FEEL R1GHT NOW» AFTER

HOURS OR MAYBE EVEN NOT AFTER LIGHT AND A FPOLICE CAR PULLS upr
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BEHIND YOU OR A POLICEMAN WALKS Uff TO YOU? DO YOU FEEL THE
APPREHENSIONT

A YES» THERE IS A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF
APPREHENSION,

CHAIRMAN RHOLES? THANK YDU.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!?

G MRS, SHOWELL> YOU CHAIRED THE COMMUNITY
SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE CITY-WIDE ORCANIZATIONs CITY~-WILDE

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION?
A NDs 1 CHAIRED THE COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE

FOR CEDAR FPARK NEIGHERORS; BUT I SERVEN ON THIS COMMITTEE OF
THE FHILADELFHIA COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODN ORGANIZATIONS.

aq. ABOUT HOW MANY COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS ARE
MEMBERS OF THAT?

Ae 1TSS OVER A HUNDRED> I DUON‘T REMEMBER THE

EXACT NUMBER.
Q. ALL OF THEM ARE INVOLVED IN SOME TYPE OF

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIESy COMMUNITY FPRESERVATION OR --
A. YESs P.CusN.O. IS THE UMBRELLA GROUF FOR AlL

OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS.

Q. IN YOUR EXPERIENCE> BOTH WITH CEDAR FARN
NEIGHBORS AND AS A MEMRER OF THE COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE:
HOW ESSENTIAL [0 YOU THINK GOOD POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONS
ARE IN MAINTAINING A VIARLE NEIGHBORHOOD AND VIABLE
COMMUNITY?
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A EXTREMELY IMPORTAN). WE HAVE HAD FUBLIC
RELATIONS OFFICERS FROM THE PHILABELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
OUT 70 OUR COMMUNITY MEETINGS? AND ONE OF THE THINGS THAY
CAME OUT OF THE MEETINGs 1 THINK, THAT WAS VERY 1HMPORTANT WAS
THAT THE COMMUNITY FEELS THAT EVERY POLICE OFFICER SHOULR BE
A COMMUNITY REILATIONS PERSON. BUT THE PHILARELFPHIA FOLICE

DEFARTMENT DOES NOT FEEL THaAT.
AND THIS IS ONE OF THE REASONS THEY TOLD US

THEY HAVE TAKEN THE FOOT FATROLS OFF THE STREETes THAT THE
FPOLICE OFFICER HAS MORE MOBILITY IN A CAR. BUT BY HIM BEING
IN 4 CAR AND BEING QUOTE *MORE MOERILE:® UNQUOTE, HE IS ALSO A
STRANGER TO THE PEOPLE IN THE NEIGHRBORHCOOD.
I THINK ONE OF THE THINGS THLE PHILADELFHIA

FOLICE HAVE TO REALIZE IS THAT WITH COOPERATION THEY DO HAVE
EYES AND EARS 1N THE COMMUNITY. AND IF WE COULD GET TO KNOW
OUR OFFICERS IN OUR COMMUNITY BY NAME I THINN FPEOPLE HOULD
FINDI} THERE WOULLD BE MORE COOPERATION AN MORE OF A RAPFORT
WITH THE FPOLICE DEFPARTMENT. BUT IT SEEMS THE POLICE
DEPARTMENS DOES NOT WANT THIS,

Q. DO YOU THINK FOSSIBLY ONE OF THE REASONS --
FIRST OF ALLs FOOT PATROLS USED TO BE VERY COMMON IN THE
RESIDENTIAL COMMMUNITIES AND BUSINESS COMMUNITIES HERE IN
FHILADEFHIA. AND I AM NOY TALKING AROUT CENTER CITY KINW OF
BUSINESS COMMUNITY, BUT LIKE &40TH STREET: S2NIs STREET,
GERMANTOUN AVENUE, SO ON.
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DO YOU THINK PART OF THE REASON THE FOLICE

DEFARTMENT HAS SEEN FIT TO PUT THOSE OFFICERS IN FATROL CARS
AND HAVE THEM RIDING AROUND NEIGHBORHOODS COULD RE FEARY

A I AM SURE IT IS. AND DONE OF THE REASONS I
SAY THAT IN ALL SINCERITY IS BECAUSE WHEN THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT ASKS COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS THROUGH THE CRIME AND
SAFETY HEARING F.C:«N.O. HAS IF THE CITIZENS SAW A POLICE
OFFICER IN TROUBLE WOULD THEY HELF HIMs THE CITIZENS SAID NO.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? AREN‘T THE FOLICE OFFICERS
ASSASINATED IN FPHILADELFHIA?

A I DON‘T KNOW.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE?

Q. WHY DO YOU THINK THE RESPONSE TO THAT
QUESTION HAS BEEN NO®

As BECAUSE THE FOLICE OFFICER ON DUTY IN THAT
SECTOR IS A STRANGER. IF THEY KNEW H1M BY HIS NAME AND KNEW
HIM AS & FERSONs AS A HUMAN BEINGy THEY WOULD COME TO HIS
AlID,

FEOPLE ARE AFPREHENSIVEs PEOFPLE ARE AFRAID

TO COME TO THE AID OF A STRANGER. 1 MEAN THIS HAS BEEN
DEMONSTRATED IN MANY CASES» I CITE THE KITTY GENOVESE CASE IN
NEW YORK WHERE PEOPLE JUST WOULD NOYT LOME 70 HER AID BECAUSE
THEY DID NOT KNOW HER. AN ASIDEs WHICH WAS NO EXCUSE, THEY
THOUGHT THE MAN BEATING HER WAS HER HUSBAND. THAT’S ANOTHER

STORY.


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


M & W W

b B I B s

10
11

13
14
15
16
1?7
18

19

BETH SHOWELL 966

BUT IF --— YOU KNOWr YEARS AGO WHEN WE WERE
KIDS WE KNEW THE OFFICER ON DUTY: WE COULD TALK TO HIM. IF
WE SAW HIM IN TROUBLE» MWE EVEN AS LITTLE KIDS WE WOULD TO HIM
AND SEE IF THERE WAS ANYTHING THAT WE COULD DU TO HELP.
BUT THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF TENSION BETWEEN
THE COMMUNITY AND THE POLICE DLEPARTMENT AND PEOPLE ARE VERY
RELUCTANT TDO G0 TO THE AID OF POLICEMEN. AND ONE OI" THE
REASONS THAT PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNIYY FEEL THAT WAYs THEY
NON‘T FEEL THE FPOLICE OFFICER -— AS THE GENTLEMAN TESTIFIEDN
JUST BREFORE ME -- THAT THE POLICE OFFICER IS THERE 1D HELP
THEM IF THEY ARE IN TROURLE.
Q. I RAISED THAT QUESTION BRECAUSE YOU STATED
THAT YOU WERE VERY MUCH AFRAID OF GOING ANYWHERE NEAR SSTH
AND FINE.
1 WOULD CONSIDER YOU MORE OF AN EXCEPTION
THANy YOU KNOWs A MEMBER OF THLE STATUS QUD. AND MY FEELING
IS THAT IF SOMEONE WITH YOUR INTELLIGENCE, WITH YDUK AMOUNT
OF ACTIVITY, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT, WOULD BE FEARFUL OF
FOLLOWING THROUGH ON & COMFLAINT W1TH & POLICE OFFICERs THAT
SOMEONE WHO IS REMOVED FRDM ANY ORGANIZED EFFORT IN THE
NEIGHERORHOOD WOULL SHARE THAT SAME OPINION EVEN TO A MORE
HEIGHTENED DEGREE.
DO YOU AGREE WITH THAT?
A YES» I AGREE WITH THAT.
a. YOU SPOKE OF THE POLICE COMMUNI(Y RELATIONS
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OFFICER. HOW IMPORTANI IS THAY 1NDIVIDUALT

A I BELIEVE THE PHILANELPHIA POLICE DEFARTMENT
HAS THREE SUCH PEOPLE FOR THE ENTIRE C1TY. ANt AS I SAID
BEFOREs HIS JOB CAN’T FOSSIBLY BE IMFPORTANT.

WHAT IS IMFORTANT AND WHAT SHOULD! BE
IMPORTANT IS THAT EVERY POLICE OFF1CER BEHIND A BADGE BECOMES
A COMMUNITY RELATIONS PERSON3 THAT IT WOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE
-— ANII I AM SPEAKING THROUGH THE EYES OF THE COMMUNITY -~
THAT IT WOULD BE MUCH MORE EFFECTIVLE IF EACH AND EVERY
OFFICER WERE TO BECOME A COMMUNITY RELATIONS PERSON:
I HAVE MANY FRIENDS WHO AKE ON THE POLICE

FORCE» AND I HAVE BEEN TOLD BY THEM THAYT THEY ARE INSTRUCTED
WHEN THEY GO EVERYDAY AND LINE UF FOR INSPECTIONs THAT THEY
ARE NOT TO STOP ANYWHERE AND CHAT WITH ANYBOLYs THAT THEY
ARE TO CONTINUE RIDING IN THEIR CARS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!: THAT IS REING MOKE LIKE AN
QCCUPATION ARMY THAN A POLICE DEFPARTMLNT .

A THAT’S TRUE: AND WHAT WE SAIDI TD THE
COMMUNITY RELATIONS OFFICER AT THE TIME, IF SOMEONE IS IN
TROURLE, IF SOMEONE IS DRAGGED INTO AN ALLEY ANL YELLS FOR
HELFPs THE POLICE OFFICER CANNOT HEAR 1T, ESFECIALLY IN THE
SUMMERTIMEs HE HAS HIS WINDOWS ROLLED UP AND HIS
AIR-CONDITIONER ON.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!?

Q. MY FINAL QUESTIONs MRS SHOWELL! ONEs 1IN YOUR
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OPINIONs IF SOMETHING IS NOT BONE TO STEM THE T(DE OF POLICE
ARUSE ANI' FPOLICE VIOLENCE ~- I CHOOSE THE TERM FOLICE
VIOLENCE: I SHARE WITH REPRESENTATIVL WILLIAMS THAT WE COME
UP WITH ALL DIFFERENT KINNS OF DEFINITIONS FOR WRONGDOING.
IF SOMEONE HITS YOU IN THE HEADs HE WOULL HAVE COMMITTED &
VIOLENT ACT, IF A POLICE OFFICER BITS YOU IN THE HEADs I1‘S
POLICE BRUTALITY, IT’S POLICE VIOLENCEF ANI' I THINM WE OUGHT
TO CaLL IT EXACTLY WHAT IT IS.
IF WE DON’T DU SOMETHING TO STEM THE TI(DE OF
POLICE VIOLENCE IN PHILADELFPHIAr WHAT DO YOU THINK THE
REACTION IS GOING TO BE WITHIN COMMUNITIES THAT MAKE UF THIS
CITY?
00 YOU THINK THE REACTION IS GOING TO BE A

VIOLENT REACTION, OR DO YOU THINK We WILL RECOME MORE
PASSIVE?

A FPEOPLE ARE VERY ANGRY NOW. AND UNLESS
SOMETHING IS DONt. IMMEDIATELYs LIKE YESTERDAYs TO ESTABLISH A
GREATER RAPPORT BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY ANB THE FUOLICE, I
SHULDDER TO THINK WHAT MIGHT HAFPEN: THE THING THAT GOES
THROUGH THE BACK OF MY MIND WOULD EE GERMANY AlLL OVER IN THE
1930’S.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? THANK YOU.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? THANK YOUy REPRESENTATIVE

WHITE.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.
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REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!

a. ALONG THAT SaME TRENDy DO YOU THINK Il IS
OPEN WARFARE ON THE CI1TIZENRY HERE IN THE CITY BY THE FOLICE
DEPARTHENT IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE PROBLEMS THAT SEEM TO
BECOME. MORE INSURMOUNTABLE EVERYDAY?

A YES. AND I SAY THAT RECAUSE I THINK THAT
THE DIRECTION THE POLICE DEPARTMENS 1S TARING IS VERY
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ATTITULE OFF THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF
PHILADELFHIAs WHOD WAS QUR FORMER FOLICE COMMISSIONER.

Q. DO YOU THINK -- ANI' I ASK THIS OF EVERY
WITNESS -~- DO YOU THINK THE MAYOR OIF THIS TOWN HAS SUCH A
TREMENDOUS STRONGHOLD ON THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT IN HIS
INFLUENCE THAT» IN FACT» HE ACTUALLY RUNS THE POLICE
DEFARTMENT ANt POLICE COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL IS JUST A

FIGUREHEAD HERE IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFPHIA®
a. YESs I DO.

Q. YOU TALKED A LITTLE BIT ABOUT GERMANY
RELEVANT TO THE KINDS OFF ACTION HAPPENING IN OUR STREETS HERE
IN THE CITY OF FPHILADELPHIA.

WOULD YOU SAY THE POLICE DEFARTMENT IS LI1KE

A GESTAPO SQUAD HERE IN THE CITY?

A I CAN‘T CONDEMN THE ENTIRE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Q. NOT THE ENTIRE DEPARTMENT.

A BUT THERE ARE THOSE ON THE FORCE WHO WOULD

LIKE IT TO BE THAT WAY3 AND THAT IS MY FPERSONAL OPFINION.
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a. WHAT ABOUT THE ORGANIZATIOW 1TSELF» IO YOU
THINK IF WE WERE TO REMOVE THE CHARACTERS» THE MAYOR» THE
POLICE COMMISSIONER TOMORROW, IO YOU THINK THAT THAT WOULD
END THE PROELEM WE HAVE HERE IN THE CSITY?

A NOs IT WOULDBN’T ENN IT# BUf Il WOULLD RE A
STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION,

Q. 00 YOU THINR TRAINING -- BECAUSE YOU TALKED
A LOT ARQUI POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONSs AND THLE FPEOPLE WHO
WORK IM THAT AREA —- DD YOU THINR THE TRAINING HAS A LOT TO
DO WITH THE FUNCTIONS OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHO NOW PRESENTLY
SERVE ON THE PHILADELFPHIA FPOLICE DEPARTMENT IN THIS TOWN THAT
IF THE TRAINING WERE DIFFERENT, MAYRE THE BEHAVIOR FATTERN
WOULD BE DIFFERENT?

A YES. WHEN YOU SAID THE TRAINING» MY ANSHWER
WOULD BE THE LACK OF TRAINING. THEY ARE NOT SENSITIZED TO
THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUWITY.

CHAIRMAN RHODES?$ THANK YDU.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!

Q. ONE FINAL QUESTION, MRS. SHOWELL?! If You
COULD ENVISION AN ANSWER FOR THIS COMMITFEE AS TG A SOLUTION
TOMORROW FOR THE PROBLEM» TO PREUVENT THE CONTINUOUS FOWDER
KEG THAT PRESENTLY EXISTS:, IN MY OFPINION AS A MEMBER OF THIS
COMMITTEE, A CONSPIRACY IF YOU WILL AGAINST ELACK ANE POOR
PEOPLE IN THIS TOWN PERPETUATED BY THE POLICE DEFARTMENT,
WHAT WOULD BE YOUR ANSWER 70 A MODEL KIND OF SITUATION IN
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THIS CITY TO RESOLVE THAT PROBLEM?
I RNOW THAT IS A TOUGH QUESTION» BUT I WHAT
TO SEE HOW A CITIZEN ANSWERS THAT GQUESTION.
As REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSONs IF I COULD! ANSWER
THAT QUESTIONy I WOULDN’T EE SITTING HERE.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? YOU WOULD BE SITTING UI* HERE.
A HOPEFULLY, OR IN CITY COUNCIL Ok IN SOME
OTHER FOSITION OF FOUWER.
CHAIRMAN RHODES:
Q. JUST BRIEFLYs REPRESENTATIVE WHITE ASKED
YOU A QUESTION AND I THINK REPRESENTATTVL RICHARDSON FOLLCWED
IT UPs ABOUT THE DANGERS THAYT ARE INVOLVED BECAUSE OF THESE
CONDITIONS AS YOU DESCRIBELD IT» THAT EXIST IN PHILALDELPHIA»
THE EXPLOSIVE DIANGERS Of THE CITY:
THE ONE PERTINENT WAS THIS PROBLEM OF FOLICE
OFFICERS BEING MURDEREDs BECAUSE THIS COMMITTEE HAS VISITED
PRISONS AND I RECALIL RKUNNING INTD A NUMBER OF INMATES AROUND
THE STATE WHO WERE CONVICTED OF MURDERING PHILADELFHIA
POLICE OFFICERS. BUT I AM NOT THINKING DOF THAT NECESSARILYs
THAT POSSIRILITY.
THE THING YOU FOINTED OUr aABOUT POLICE
OFFICERS BEING IN JEOPARDY OR IN TROUBLE AND FEOFLE NOT
COMING TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, THAT REALLY HIT ME IN A WAY.
PO YOU THINK IF THIS CONDITION CONTINUES,

THAT POLICE DFFICERS WHD ARE IN NEED DF ASSISTANCE FROM
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CITIZENS WHEN THEY ARE IN JEOPARDY MAY NOT GET THAT
ASSISTANCE FROM CITIZENS?

A THAT’S TRUE. BRUT WE HAVE TO WORKR TO CHANGE
THAT» WE HAVE TO CHANGE THAT. AND ONE OF THE THINGS I WANTED
TO SAY» TO PUT A FEELER OUT ALSO, BECAUSE WE HAD FEEILERS QUT
IN QUR COMMUNITY, ONE OF THE REASONS PEOFPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY
ARE VERY NEGATIVE TOWARNS THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT IS BECAUSE
ALL OF US -- 1 MEAN A LARGE MAJORITY -— HAVE CHILDREN AND WE
HAVE SEEN WHAT HAS HAFPENER TO OUR TAXES IN THE CITY OF
FHILADELFHIA.

THE POLICE DEPARTHMENT AND FIRE DEFARTMENI!

ARE REWARDED DAILYs THE SCHOOLS GET ABRSOLUTELY NOTHINGS AND
OUR CHILDREN ARE THE CITIZENS OF TOMORROW.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: SOME OF OQUR MEMBERS ARE ON
THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE ANt WE ARE FULLY AWARE OF SOME OF
THESE SCHOOL FROBLEMS IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA» ANL VULRY
CONCERNED .,

CHAIRMAN RHODES! REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINSs DO
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONST?T

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS? YES.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS?

Q. MISS SHOWELL, YOU STATED EARLIER THAT YOU
LIVE ON A STREET THAT IS THE DNIVIDING LINE RETWEREN THE 18TH
AND THE 12TH DISTRICTS WITH MOST 1NCIDENTS TAKING PLACE IN

THE 18TH DISTRICT.
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A THAT’S CORRECT.
MY QUESTION TO YOU ISy RATHER THAN THE

STREET YOU LIVE ON EEING THE DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN THE 187TH
THE 12TH DISTRICTSy ARE THERE ANY OUFHER SIGNIFICANT FACTORS
THAT MIGHT DIFFER RELATIVE TO THE RESIDENTS OF THOSE TWO
AREAS THAT MIGHI BE ETHNIC OR SOCIDECONUMIC OR SOCIOLOGICAL,
THAT MIGHT FROMPT —-

A YES» THERE ARE., 1 DON’T KNOW HOW MUCH YOU
RNOW OF THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIAs BUI THE NORTHERN ROUNDARY
REING BALTIMORE AVENUE AND THE EASTERN BOUNDARY REING 49TH
STREETy THE 12TH DISTRICT EXTENDS ALL THE WAY TO FHILADEPHIA
INTERNATIONAL AIRFORT. AND YOU HAVE A MORE COSMOOLITAN
COMMUNITY IN THE 12TH DBISTRICT THAN YOU HAVE IN THE 18TH
DISTRICT WHICH IS HEAVILY BLACK AND WHICH AILSO HAS ONE OF THE
HIGHEST CRIME RATES IN THE CITY OF PHILADRELFHIA.

Q. ONE MORE QRUESTION: IN PREVIOUS TESTIMONY I
RAISED THIS SAME QUESYION TO TWO DISTINQUISHED GENTLEMENS

BOTH OF WHOM HAD DIFFERENT OPINIONS.
HOWEVERy AS A RESULT OF YOUR WORK WITH THE

COMMUNITY RELATIONS ASFECT OF THE NEIGHEBORHOOD, SINCE IT HAS
ALREANY BEEN STATED THAT THE FOLICE ARE A PARAMILITARY UNIT
AND' BECAUSE THEY DO SOMETIMES USE METHODS SIMILAR TO THE
GESTAPO, THAT FPOSS1BLY WHAT’S NEEDED -—- ANN THIS IS THE
QUESTION I RAISE TO YOU -— POSSIELY WHAT’S NEEDED IS THE
FORMULATION OF RULESy REGULATIONS SUCH AS THE MILITARY USEs
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WHICH IS THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE THAT WILL STATE
SPECIFICALLY WHAT THE BUF1ES» THE EOUNDARIES AND THE
LIMITATIONS OF THIS MILITARY UNIT WILL BE, IF WE WILL CALL IT
THAT.,
MY QUESTION TO YOU IS WHAT IS YOUR REACTION

TO SUCH A PROFOSAL®

A, I DON‘T THINK THAT A HUMAN BEING CAN BE
BOUND BRY A SET OF RULES. THERE HAS TO BE SOME FLEXIBILITY.
FROM WHAT I KNOW OFF THE MILITARY» WHICH IS NOYT VERY MUCH, I
THINK THEY ARE A LITTLE TOO RIGIDs XIT DOES NOT ALLOW ENOUGH
FLEXIBILITY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE WITH WHOM THEY
COME IN CONTFACT.

I THINK THIS IS WHAT HAS T0 EBE DOREs, THERE

HAS TO BE SOME TYPE OF PROGRAM IMPLEMENTED WHEREAS FOLICE
OFFICERS WOULD BET A LITTLE MORE TRAINING IN PSYCHOLOGY» BE
SENSITIZED TO THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY -- ALL IN ALL» JUST
TG BE HUMAN BEINGS ANN NOT LET THE POWER OF THE RLUE GO TO
THEIR HEADS AND ABUSE WHAT FOWER THEY HAVE.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES: REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!? THANN YOU.

REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSONW?

B MRS, SHOWELL, RECOGNIZING THE SERIOUS
FROBLEM IN THE C1TYs AND I SAY THAT BECAUSE (F EVERYTHING
THAT HAS BEEN TESTIFIED TO ALREALYs THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMRBER
OF CASES THAT HAVE COME OUT AND A NUMBER OF THINGS EBROUGHT
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QUT TO THIS COMMITIEE IMN TESTIMONY.
N0 YOU AS AN INDIVIDUAL RELIEVE THAT THE
PHILAMELFPHIA POLICE DEFARTMENT SHOULD BE INVESTIGATER RY
HIGHER AUTHORITIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH?
A MOST EMPHATICALLY» YES.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? THANK YU,
CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU VERY MUCH:.
REFRESENIATIVE RICHARDSON AND MRS. SHOWELL.
REFRESENTATIVE SCIRICA.
REPRESENTATIVE SCIRICA!? I HAVE NO QUESY JONS,
M. CHAIRMAN., T WOULD JUST LIKE 70 THANK MRS. SHOWELL FOR
BEING HERE TODAY WITH US. HER TESTIMONY WAS VERY
INFORMATIVE.,
CHAIRMAN RHODES: 1 WOULY LINE TO RESOUND WITH
THAT THANKS BY MINORITY CHAIRMAN., AND THE WHOLE COMMITTEE
THANKS YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME AN RASK (3 BE WITH US.
AND ANY FURTHER INFORMATION YOUR COMMITTER
CAN MAKE AVAILARLE T0O QUR COMMITTEE BY INAIVIDUAL 1INHUF SO0 WE
CAN FURTHER ESTABLISH THE RECORD IN THIR AREA IN
PHILADRELFHIA» WL WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE IT FROM THIS
COMMITTEE AND THIS STAFF.
REPRESENTATIVE WILI.IAMS!?
F JUST FOR THE RECOR)My [HL 12TH DISTRICT IS

NOT NNOWN 70 BE PROGRESSIVE IN THIS REGARD?
A NOy I DIDN’Y HAY THAT 17 WAS. I JUST SAID
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ITS RECORD OR ITS SLATE AT THIS FOINT 18§ JUST A LITTLE BIT
CLEANER THAN THE 18TH DISTRICT’S SLATE.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: THANKN YOU.

(WITNESS EXCUSED.)

CHAIRMAN RHODES? I WOULD LIKE TO STATE FOR THE
RECORD OUR FINAL COMMUNITY HEARING THI® WEEK WILL BE IN
NORTHEAST PHILADELFPHIAs KENSINGTOWN: AT THE HARROWGATE
COMMUNITY CENTER AT 2083 TIOGA STREET IN KENSINGTONs EAST
TIOGA, 2058 EAST TIOGA STREET.

TOMORROW THE SUBCOMMITTEE WILL BEs
WEDNESDAYs AUGUST 2NBs AT 2100 0’CLOCK, WE ARE CONVENING THE
HEARING AT PEOPLE’S BAPTIST CHURCH, 5039 RALTIMORE AVENUE,
BETWEEN S0TH AND S51ST SYREETS.
ON THURSDAY WE ARE CONUVENING THE HEARING AT

5300 O0‘CLOCK AT THEWAYLAND TEMPLE BAPTISYT CHURCH, 2500 WEST
COLUMRIA AVENUE» THAT IS AT 5100 O/CLOCK ON THURSDAY. WE
ARErs OF COURSEs INVITING ALL THOSE WHO ATTENDEDR TOLAY AND
ANYONE EILSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THOSE SUBCOMMITTEE
HEARINGS .

CHAIRMAN RHOIIES? THE NEXYT WITNESS REFORE THE
SUBRCOMMITTEE IS --

REPRESENTATIVE WILILIAMS? MR. CHAIRMAN: MAY I
INTERRUPT ON SOME PROCEDURAL MATTER. I THINK IT IS ALSO
NOTEWORTHY THAT THE FEOFLE UNRERSTAND QUK COMMITTEE IS
COMFPOSED OF A LOT MORE MEMRERS. OOMETIMES WE GET A
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REFLECTION IT IS QUI OF ORDER WITH THAT. AND INDEERD SOME OF
THEM ARE RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMUNITY AND OTHER COMMUNITIES
TOOr AND I REALLY THINK TKAT OUGHT TO BE KNOWN.
CHAIRMAN RHODES! THAT IS5 A VERY GOODL FOINF TO
MAKE> REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS.
WE DO HAVE & NUMBRER OF REFRESENTATIVES.
THIS IS SUMMER VACATION TIMEs THEY WILL BE COMING IN AND OUY
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK, I AM APPRECIATIVE OFF THOSE MEMEERS WHO
COULD BE HERE TONIGHT. AND THERE WILL BE OTHER MEMBERS --
SOME OF THE MEMBERS WHO ARE HERE TONIGHT WILL BE HERE
TOMORROW AND THE NEXT NIGHT» AND SOME WILIL NOT BE HEREs THEY
WILL BE GOING BACK ANI' FORTH# BU! BE ASSURED WE HAVE A FUELIC
RECORD REING TAKEN RICHT NOW AND' EVERY MEMRER OF THE
SUBCOMMITTEE WILL READ THE RECORD AND THEN HAVE AN
OFPPORTUNITY 70 EVALUATE WHAT WAS SAID HERE TONIGHT.
THE NEXT WITNESS BEFORE THE SURCOMMITTEE I&
MR. IRWIN WARDLAU,
0 YOU HAVE A SUBFOENA IN YOUR FOSSESSION TO
TESTIFY BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEET
MR. WARDLAUW!? YES, I DO,
IRWIN WARDLAW» SWORN,
CHAIRMAN RHODES?
q. YOU MAY FPROCEEDs MR, WARDLAW.
A I AM A NATIVE PHILADELPHIAN BORN AND' RAISED
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HERE AND I LIVED HERE ALL OF MY LIFE EXCEPT FOR THE LAST FOUR
YEARS. THE LAST FOUR YEARS MY WIFE STARTEN TEACHING AT
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN NEW YORKRs ANM WE MOQUED THERE ON THE
CAMPUS OF COLUMBIA., HOWEVER I GOT A JOB BACK HERE IN
FRILADELFHIA ABOUT THE THIRD WEEK IN JUNE.
AND THE FIRST NIGHT 1 WAS IN FPHILADELPHIA MY

CAR WAS STOPFED EBEHINIt A FOLICE CAR»y HE HAD HIS DOOR OFENED
AND AND I COULDN’T SWING AROUND HIM TO GET RY. I NOTICED A
YOUNG WHITE POLICE OFFICER OBSERVING TWO YOUNG BLACK MEN
FIGHTING ANDI THIS OFFICER WAS JUST STANDING THERE, AND I
COULDN’T GO ARGUND HIM. I HAD TWO DAUGHTVERSs TWO OF MY
DBAUGHTERS WERE IN THE CAR -«

Qe WHAT WAS THE AFPFROXIMATE LOCATION QF THIS
INCIDENT?

A THIS WAS IN THE 2500 BLOCK OF WEST
CLEARFIELD STREET AT ABOUT 10:00 O‘CLOLK AT NIGHY.

o, IN WHAT SECTION OF TOWN?

A THAT’S NORTH FHILADELPHIA, I7‘S ONLY A FEUW
BLOCKS FROM WHERE WINSTON HOOD WAS KILLED» IN THAT SAME -
DISTRICT.

Q. YOU MAY FROCEED» SIR.

A. THESE TWO YOUNG MEN WERE FIGHTINGs NO
WEAPONS WERE VISIBLE, JUST A FIST FIGHT.

THE OFFICER LOOKED LIKE HE WAS ABROUT THE

SAME AGE AS THE TWO COMBATANTS. HE WAS JUSY STANRING THERE.


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


k3

L U RS T N . B O

10
11
12
13
14
18
16
17
18

19

IRWIN UWARDLAW 579

THEN I HEARD ALI. THESE SIRENS AND LIGHFS FLASHING IN BACK OF
US AND MY THO DAUGHTERS WHO WERE IN THE BRACK OF THE CAR SAIDy
"OH ROY> WHAT’'S GOING TO HAFFPEN NOWT®
JUST AS ONE CAR HAD TURNED THE CORNER THIY
OFFICER GRABERED OWE OF THE YOUTHS THAT WAS FIGHTINGs STARTELD
BEATING HIM IN THE TOP OF HIS HEAD WITH HIS ELACKJACK. HE
BEAT HIM SO SEVERELY THAT THE FEILLON WAS AI.MOST UNCONSCIOUS
ABOUT THE THIRD TAP BECAUSE HE WAS ON THE GROUNNs HE WASN'T
MOVING.
ANDN THE FELLOW THAT HE WAS FL1CHTINGs HE

SAIDs "HEY», THAT’S MY MAN» WE JUST HAD A LITTLE MANLY
ARGUMENT AND WE WAS TRYING TO GET TO GET IT OFF, TOMORROW WE
WILL BE ALL RICHI.® THEN THE OfHER COP WHO FULLEL UPs HE
SAIDy "GET HIM» HE’S GOT A LOT OF MOUfH.® AND HE PROCEEDED TO
BEAT THE OTHERR YOUNG FELL.OW.

Q. WHO SAID "GET HIMs HE’S GOT A LOT OF MOUTHs®
TO HIMT

A THE ONE WHO HARD BEATEN THE OfHLR FELLOW
UNCONSCIOUS TO THE GROUNDs WHEN T{E OTHER TWO FELLOWS JUMPENR

ouT.
ALTOGETHER THIS WHOLE INCIDENT HAD AROUT 135

POLICE VEHICLES OWN THE SCENE. THERE WERE SO MANY POLICEs IT
IS ALMOSYT INCONCEIVABLE THAT THAT MANY POLICE WORK IN THAT
DISTRICTs OR EITHER THEY ALL WORK RIGHT ARDUNR THAT CORNER.
THEY ALL WERE OUT T0O GET SOMERODY.
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ORE OF MY DAUGHTERS GOT SO HYSTERICALs AND
LIKE SHE WAS LIKE HYSTERICAL FOR ALMOST AN HOUR.
Q. LET’S GET THE RECORD STRAIGHT! THE FOLICE
CARS PULLED UFs THE POLICE OFFICER WHO WAS BEATING THE ONE
COMBRATANT OF THE TWO FELLOWS WHO WERE FIGHTING SAID TO THE
TWO POLICE OFFICERS GETTING OUT OF THE CARy °*GET THE OTHER
GUY, HE’S GOT A LOT OF MOUFH"?
A, RIGHT.
R THEN WHAT HAPPENEDT
Ae THEY FROCEEDED TO BEAT HIM.
Qe WITH THEIR BLACKJACKS?
A YES.,
AND BEFORE THE WHOLE THING HAD F(NISHER» IT
WAS LIKE MAYBE 15 COPS BEATING THESE TWO FELLOUS.
Q. Al.L. THE OTHER COFS HAD ALSO JUMFED OUT OF
THEIR CARS AND STARTED REATING ON THEM?
A YES» THEY HAD THE FELILOW AGAINST THE CAR
REATING HIM AND THEY WERE STILL RICKING THE FELLOW WHD WAS

LAYING MOTIONLESS ON THE GROUND.
THEY EVEN SCREAMED AT THE FELLOW ON THE

GROUNDy *GET UP AND CET ACROSS THEREs OVER TCO THE CAR,®
a. DID ANY OF THE POLICE OFFICERS ATTEMFT TO
EFFECT AN ARREST BY PUTTING HANDCUFFS ON THESE INDIVIDUALS AT
THAT FOINT?
A. WELL» THE ONE WHO SLID DOWN THE CAR AFTER HE
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WAS BEATEN FOR ABOUT FIVE OR S1X MINUTESs THEY HANDCUFFED HIM
AND THREW HIM INFO A WAGON.

Q. THIS WAS AFTER FIVE MINUTES OF BEATING?

As YES.,

Qe YOU ARE SURE YOU ARE NGT EXAGGERATING THE
TIME?

A, NO» SIR.

a. THAT’S A LONG TIME TO BE BEATEN.

A THAT S WHAT I AM SAYING.

MY DAUGHTER WAS HYSTERICAL IN THE CAR, WE
WERE TRYING T0 CALM HER DOWNF THEREFORE WE WERE TIED UF THERE
FOR QUITE A LITTLE WHILE. AT THE TIME I WAS SO BUSY TRYING
TO GET MY DAUGHFER SORT OF CALMED DOWN THAT I WITNESSED JUST
ABOUT THE ENTIRE INCIDENT.
THE ONE WHO WAS ON THE GROUND WE REALLY HAI

A LOT OF CONCERN FOR RECAUSE THERE WAS A LOT OF ELOOD AND
THERE WAS A LOT OF FOREIGN THMINGS, PROBABLY CAME OUT OF HIS
HEAD, COULD HAVE BEEN HIS BRAINS: COULD HAVE BEEN -- YOU KNOUW
== I MEANs THE FELLOW WAS REALLY BEATEN SEVERELY»y AND THESE
COPS WERE KICKING HIM AND TELLING HIM TU GET UP.

Q. THAT’S UNRELIEVAELE.

A IN FACTs I MET THIS LADY HERE THF VERY NEXT
DAY AT A PRESS CONFERENCE ANUD I WAS TEILLING HER ABOUT IT. X
WENT THROUGH A REENACTMENT OF WHAT HAFPPENED THAT NIGHT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: LET THE RECORD INDICATE THE
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WITNESS INDICATED AAREN WARRINGTON.

CHAIRMAN RHODES:

Q. GO AHEAL,

A, AND I MEAN THE WHOLE THING WAS JUST
UNBELIEVABLEs I MEAN IT WAS RIGHI OUr OF A MILITARY
OPERATION.,

BUT SINCE THEN HOWEVER» WHAT REALLY FROMPTED
ME TO COME OUT HERE IS THAYT T HAVE REEN SEEING INCILEN(S LIKE
THAT ON A DAILY BAS1S AROUND PHILADELFHIA SINCE I HAVE REEN
BACK. JUST LAST NIGHT I SAW A FELLOW GET BEATEN IN A WAGON
OUT AT 40TH AND COBBS CREEK PARKWAY. THERE WERE TWO WAGONS
ON THE SCENE BUT THE MAN INSIDE, ONHE WAGON AND POLICE FROM
EOTH VEHICLES WERE INSIDE THE BACK, BEATING THIS MAN.

] HOW COULD YOU SEE THAT?

A WE WERE STOPFED FOK A LIGHT THERE RECAUSE WL
WERE GOING TO TURN ANDI GO UF S9TH STREET ANL THE PARKRWAY.

a. WAS THE DOOR OPENy IS WHAT I AM ASKING?

A, YES. WHAT HAPPENED IS WE SAW THE DOOR. WE
HEARD THE YELLING AND SCREAMING INSIDE THE WAGOM. THEN THEY
ALSD MENTIONED, °WELLs YOU KNOW WE ARE JUST GOING TO LET HIM
GO AND KEEF THE SHIT THAT HE HAS.® THOSE WERE THE WORIS HE
USELD .

AND I SAN HIM TRANSFORTING SOME PACKAGES
INTO ONE OF THE OTHER VEHICLESS AND THEY LET THIS MAN GO

AFTER THEY BEAT HIM. AND THAT’S OHLY ANDTHER ONE.
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I ALSO SAW THEM BEAT A& WOMAN ON THE THE

SCHUYLKILL EXFRESSWAY --

Q. BEFORE YOU GO INTO THAfs MR. WARDLAW, ARE
YOU SUGGESTING OR ALLEGING 70 THIS SUBCOMMITTEE THAT THE
POLICE OFFICERS CONFISCATED SOME FPROPERTY» FERSONAL OR
OTHERWISE» OF THIS INDIVIDUAL WHO WAS BEING BEATEN IN THE
BACK OF THE WAGON AND THEN LET HIM GU7

Ao THAT ‘S RIGHT.

. [0 YOU KNOW WHETHER THEY WERE CONFISCATING
IT?

A ND» I BON‘T.

Qe WHAY DID If LOOK LIKE?

A WELLy THEY WLRE IM LINE SUFERMARKET BAGS AND
IT WAS LIKE THREE BAGS.

Q. YOU SAW HIM LEAVE THLE SCENE?

a. I SAW HIM COME OUT OF THE WAGONs BLODDY AND
BEATEN.

Qq. PLEASE GO ONs DO YOU HAVE MORE?

A’ SINCE I HAVE BEEN BACK 1N PHILADELPHIAs I
HAVE NOTI1CED THESE KIND OF THINGS: AND I THINK IT HAS AN
EFFECT ON THE COMMUNITY. IT HAS MADRE THE COMMUNITY GUITE
PASSIVE AND DOCILE:r SO TO SPEAKF BECAUSE I KNOW A LOT OF
PEOPLE THAT SAID THEY WOULDN‘T COME NEAR THESE HEARINGS FOR

FEAR SOMETHING MIGHI HAFPPEN TO THEIR FAMILIES OR THEM.
BUT I CAME DOWN EECAUSE I HOPE THAT MY
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FRIENDS KNOW THAT I CAME DONN HERE, SO THEY WOULE COME NOWN.
I DID THINK ABOUT SOME ALTERNATIVES TO THESE
KINDS OF THINGS BECAUSE I KNOW THAT PEOPLE WHO ARE GETTING
BEAT ARE FOWERLESE PEOPLEs AND I KNOW THEY ARE UNARMED
FEOFLE., MOST OF THLESE PEOPLE ARE JUST WILIL.INGLY OBEDIENT

CITIZENS WHO ARE BEING BEATEN.
I CAN‘T THINK OF ANYRODY IN MY NEICHBORHOOD

THAT BRUTALITY HASN‘T TOUCHED THEIR FAMILIES. I CAN GO OUT
OF HERE AND GO INTO A BAR AND ALMOST EVERYONE IN THAT BAR HAS
HADL SOME MEMBER OF THEIR FAMILY OR A NE1GHBOR WHO HAD SOME
ENCOUNTER WITH THE FOLICE WHERE THEY WERE BRUTALIZED.

e WE APPRECIATE. YQUR TESTIMONYs SIR. IS THERE

ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO TELL THIS SUBCOMMITTEE?
A YES:. I DID THINK OF SOME WAYS THAT THE

COMMUNITY CAN GET LOOSE FROM BEING DOCILE AND PASSIVEs AND I
THINK WE SHOULD HAVE SOME KIND OF COMMUNITY ADVOCATES WHO
ARE AT PRECINCTS AND HOSFITAL WARDS. RBECAUSE MY WIFE SHE
WORKED FOR A LONG TIME AS AN ReN.s 1N RECEIVING WARDS.
EMERGENCY WARDS, AND SHE USED T8 TALK AROUT HOW NEUROSURGEONS
WOULD SAYy "HOM CAN PEOPLE STAND FOR THIS?® ALL THE BEATINGS
THAT WOULD BE BROUGHT INfO THE EMERGENCY WARDs POLICE
REATINGS .+

AND I THOUGHT 1F WE HAD COMMUNITY ADVOCATES
AT BOTH OF THESE PLACESs LIKE IN THE POLICE PRECINCT WHEN
THEY SEE THE BROOKINGSs: AT THE HDSFITAL WHEN THEY SEE THEM
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BROUGHT INF THIS WOULD BE SOME HELPs SOME KNIND OF WAY OF
GETTING THE PEOPLE CLOSER TO WHAYT’S HAPPENING AT THE FOLICE

DEPARTMENT .
AND IF YOU CaAN‘T DO THAT» I THINK YOU SHOULD

ARM THE CITIZENS AGAINST THE POLICE.
(APPLAUSE.,)

Q. I KNOW THE GREAT DUAL OF HAKkM THAT wouLD DO.
I AIIVISE YOU TO ABANDON YOUR TESTIMONY BY BRINGING THAT UF AS

A IF THEY HAVE MACHINE GUNS», GIVE US MACHINE
BUNS., I THINK THAY IS THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE, BECAUSE 1 AM
SURE AT THE RATE THE FOLICE ARE BEATING UF WILLINGLY OBEDIENT
CITIZENSs THAT THEY THINK OF SOME REDIRESS OR SOME KIND OF
WAY,

CHAIRMAN RHODES?: THANK YOU» MR. WARDLAW FOR
COMING FORWARD AND TANING YOUK TIME.

ARE THERE QUESTIONS FROM THE SUBCOMMITTEE

MEMRERSs REFRESENTATIVE SCIRICA?

REFRESENTATIVE SCIRICA: NO QUESTIONS.

CHAIRMAN RHOIDES? REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.

REPRESENTATIVE WICGINS!? ND QUESTIONS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSOUN.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:?

Q. MR, WARDLAWs IN YOUR TESTIMONY, FIRST OF
AlLLy TO ESTABLISH FOR THE RECORD HOW LONG YOU HAVE LIVED IN
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THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA IN THE ABSENCE OF THE FOUR YEARS YOU
LIVED IN YORK: BECAUSE YOU WERE IN PHILADELFPHIA REFORE YOU
WENT TO NEW YORK?

A 42 YEARS.

Q. S0 IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS YOU HAVLE EEEN
AWAY AND YOU HAVEL COME BRACKs THE SITUATION OI° POLICE
BRUTALITY IS NO7T SOMETHING NEW AND DIFFERENS TO YOUs IS IT?

A YESs IT IS,

o, NHY?

A BECAUSE I REALLY BELIEVE THAT 1 CAN GO RIGHT
DUTSIDE OF THIS RUILDING NOW AND MAYBE GO TEN OR 15 MINUTES
FROM HERE AND FIND SOMEEODY BEING BRUTALIZEN BY THE POLICE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHILE THIS HEARING IS GOING
ON?

A THAT’S RIGHT.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

Q. SO YOU WOULD INDICATE 7O THIS COMMITTEE THAT
THE FROBLEM AS YOU DESCRIBED IS THAT SEVERE IN THE CITY OF
FHILADELFHIA AND DOES REQUIRE SOME IMMEDTUATE ATTENIION TO
DEAL. WITH THIS FPARTICULAR PROBLEM?

A WELLy AS YOU KNOWs IN MY ALTERMNATIVLES TO
THIS I WAS RATHER EXTREMEs BECAUSE ¥ THINK IT IS A RATHER
EXTREME SITUATION.

CHAIRMAN RHOUES!? I FULLY NOTICED THE EXTREMLC.

REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:
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. IF YOU WERE TO POINY Otf7 ONE SPECIFIC KIND
OF REMED'Y» AND I KNOW THE EXTREME THAT YOU FOINTED 703 BUM I
AM SAYING THAT A5 A MEMRER OF THIS COMMITTEE I AM OFTEN ON
THE STREET LISTENING TO» OR HEARING OR WITNESSING MYSELF
THESE KINDS OF CASES.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THAT THE SURCOMMITTEE HERE

ON CRIME AND CORRECTION CAN DO TO REMEDY IMMEDIATELY THE
FROBLEM THAT WE ARE FACED WITH HERE 1N THE CITY OF
PHILADEI.FHIAT

A I THINK THE WAY THE EMPILOYMENT PICTURE IS
YOU KNOW LIKE ALL THE UNEMPLOYMENTs 1 THINKN IT WOULD RE VERY
EASY TO START TRAINING COMMUNITY ADVOCATES, THE PEOFLE I WAS
SPEAKING ABOUT» WHO WOULD BE IN PRECINCT HOUSESs ACCIDENT
WARDS OF HOSPITALSs AND TRAIN THEM TO A DEGREE THAT THERE
WILL ALWAYS RE PEOPLE BACK IN THE COMMUNITY TO STEP IN IF
THESE PEOPLE ARE ARSENT OR UNAVAILABLE FROM DUTY AT THE TIME.
THIS WILL ALSO BRING ABOUT PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY WHO WILL
BE AROUND WHEN THE POLICE MARE STOPS IN THE COMMUNITY OF
CARSy AND STOP YDUTHS ON THE HIGHNAYSs SIDEWALKSs WALKING
ALONGS AND MANE MORE PEOPLE CONSCIOUS OF POLICE ACTIONS IN
THEIR COMMUNITY.

I THINK A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE BEATEN JUST

BECAUSE THERE ARE NO OTHER CITIZENS AROUND. I THINK WE HAVE
TO GET SOMERCOI'Y TO TRAIN PEOPLE TO BE AWARE OF THE FACT THAT
FOLICE ARE THERE TO SERVE THEMs THEY ARE PURLIC SERVANTS.
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AND SURE DON‘T BE AFRAL1D OF THEMs GO SEE WHAT IT’S ABOUT:
STAND AROUND AND SEE THAT & PERSON IS TREATED FAIRLY.
WHATEVER THERE IS, I THINK THERE IS SOME KIND OF EDUCATIONAL
PROCESS THERE TO TAKE COMMUNITY FEOPLE THROUGH.

Q. S0 YOU THINK THIS COMMITTEE SHOULD INDULCE
IN SOME CAPACITY SOME EDUCATIONAL FROCERURE FOR THE PEOFLES
IN OTHER WORDS» A RECOURSE FOR THEMs» PROCEDURE FOR THEM TO
FOLLOW ON THESE KIND OF COMPLAINTS WHEN THEY DO GCCUR?

Ao YESy TO PREVENT THEMs MOSTLY.

8. SOME HAVE FOINTED TU SOME CORRUPTIONs SOME
HAVE POINFED TO THE OVERT RACISM HERE BY THE FOLICE
DEFARTMENT s SOME HAVE POINTED TO THE FACT THERE ARE SOME
REAL SEVERE PROBLEM.

IF YOU WERE TO COMFPARE THIS CITY WITH OTHER

CITIES ACROSS THIS COUNTRY FOR THE KINDS OF FOLICE RRUTALITY,
ABUSEs VIOLENCE» ET CETERAy ON A SCALE OF ZERO TD TEN» WHERE
WOULD THE PHILADEI.PHIA FOLICE DEPARTMENT $XT7

A FPRESENTLY THAT’S PRETTY HARIl. BACN A FEW
YEARS AGOs I CDULQ HAVE SAID LIKE MAYBE & FOUR OR A FIVE., YOU
KNOWs CLOSE TO THE MIDODLE. BUT LIKE IT IS NGWs I DON‘T
REALLY SEE THE FHILADELPHIA FOLICE DEFARTMENI AS A CITY
ENTITY. I THINK THEY ARE JUST OUT THERE TO ERUTALIZE FEOFLE
AND THEY ARE PART OF SOME LARGE CONSFPIRACY.

FOR EXAMFLE WHAT I MEAN BY THAT» BREFORE [

LEFT PRILADELFPHIA I LIVED ON A NICE BLOCK ON OGUNTZ AVENUE
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WHERE 19 KIDS HOOKEYED SCHOOLs AT A& CORNER HOUSEs NEAR THE
TROLLEY STOP. JBURING THE TIME I LIVLD THERE» THLY HAD SEVEN
RAPES IN THAT HOUSE. A COUFLE OF GIRLS WERE ON THEIR WAY TO
SCHOOL s AND GOT SNATCHED OUT OF THE TROLLEY CAR STOP. ALL
OF THIS HAD BEEN REFPORTED TO THE 35TH N(STRICT OVER ON
CHAMPLOSTs AND NOTHING EVER HAFFENED.

THE PEOFLE THAT LIVEL IM THAT HOUSE STUCK UP
THE FPENN FRUIT ON BROAD STREET3? AND BEFORE THEY COULD GET
BACK HOME, THE POLICE WERE THERE WITH MACHINE GUN ANL
BULLETFPROOF VESTS AND CAUGHT THEM JUST AS THEY CROSSED OGONTZ
AVENUE. 50 THAT WAS THE END OI' THE HOUSE.

WE FOUGHT THAT HOUSE FOR FIVE YEARS.,

AND I STILL GlVE THEM FOUR.

Q. MY FINAL QUESTION IS THAT WE ARE NOW
SYSTEMATICALLY, AS A RACE OF PEOPLE AND AS A FEOFLE HERE IN
THE CITY, GOING THROUGH SOMETHING THAT I FEEL IS
UNFRECEDENTED? AND WITH THAT IN MINDs REING AN ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FEOPLE AND STRUGGLING AS ALL THE OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ARE TU GRAR GUESTIONSs GRAB
RESPONSES: DO YOU FEEL THAT IT TS A CONSPIRACY» THAT IS A
NATIONAL CONSPIRALY --

A YES.

F i -= OR IO YOU FEEL THAT THE CONSPIRACY IS ONE
THAT IS LED BY AN ABMINISTRATION THAT JUST DOES NOT GIVE A

DAMN ARQUT THE PEOFLE HERE?
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CHAIRMAN RHODES? MAY I CLARIFY THE QUEST (DM
BECAUSE I DIDN'T UNDBERSTAND EXACTLY WHAT THE WORNS WERE, DID
YOU MEAN NATIONAL OR NATURAL?
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! NATIONAL .
A WELLy I SAID YES TO NATIONAL RECAUSE I KNOW
THAT, I HAVE SEVERAL FRIENDS ARQUND THE COUNTRY IN URRAN
CENTERS AND THERE SEEMS T0O BE BUYING UF OF INNER CI1TY LAND
AND BRINGING BACKN THE PEOFPLE WHO LEFT WHO WOULD HAVE TO BE
PAYING THOSE HIGH FUEL EBRILLS AND BE SUBJECT TO SUBSTANDARD
TRANSFORTATION., AND THAT INNER CITY PROPERTY WILL BE THE
NEXT BOOM IN AMERICA. AND LIKE IF WE CAN ESTABL(SH & FEAR IN
THE CITIESs WE CAN GET THE WLELFARE RECIFIENTS AND THE
DOWNTRODNDEN OUT OF THE URBAN CENTERS AND BUILD NICE
TOWNHOUSES ON THEIR HOMES THAT WE GOT FOR 3400,
S0 WHEN MR. BUNTING SAID HE DOESN‘T SEE
ANYTHING WRONG WITH FHE CHARTER CHANGE» 1 CAN UNDERSTANI THAT
BECAUSE I KNOW THAT MR. EUNTING IS A BANKER AND HE WILL EE
IN THE FOREFRONY OF BUILDING THE NEW HOMES.
I ALSO KNOW THAT WHEN YOU TALK ABOUYT FEOFLE
IN SUFPPORT OF THE CHARTER CHANGE TO KEEP TH1S ANMINISTRATION
IN SO THEY CAN BUILD UP THIS FiAR TO KEEFP OTHER BLACKS OR
MINORITIES FROM COMING TO THE CITY AND TD FURTHER RUN A
POLITICAL MACHIME THAT IS DONE ON A BUDDY-BULDY SYSTEM.
IF YOU DON’T LIKE -- 1 MEANs SINCE I HAVE
BEEN BACKR 70 FHILADELFHIA I HAVE BEEN RIDING AROUND THIS
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CITY. AND ANY AREA THAT IS UNFAVORARLE TO THIS
ADMINISTRATION MAY HAVE TROUBLE GETTING FHEIR TRASH FICNED

1]

I HAVE NOTICED IN AREAS THAT ARE UNFAVORAELE
TO THE MAYOR THERE IS AN EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF FOLICE., AND
THERE IS ALSO AN EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF CORRUFTION GUING OW ALl

OVER THE AKEAS TUO.
- CHAIRMAN RHODES!? DNIFFERENYT THINGS ARE IN

PITISEURGH THAN IN PHILADELPHIA. 1IN PI1TTSBURGH:, I DON‘T
THINK WE HAVE THE SAME SAME NIND OF POLICE PROBLEM YOU HAVLE.

1 REPRESENT A LISTRICT WHICH WAS UKFAVORARLE
TO THE CURRENT MAYOR AND WE HAVLE BEEN DEMANDING MORE FOLICE
FOR THE COMMUNITY.

BECAUSE OF YOUR FROBLEM YOU AlLE SAYING THAT
HAVING MORE FOLICE IN THE COMMUKNITY 15 EVIDENCE THE MAYOR
DISLIKES THE NEIGHBURHOODI' AS OPFPOSEDR TO ACTUALLY LIKING THE

NE IGHRORHOOD .
A NO. THOSE POLICE ARE THERE FOR THE REASON

YOU GUYS ARE HEREs BECAUSE A LOT OF THOSE AREAS» A LOT OF
THE BRUTALITY CASES COME OUf OF IT.

ANI' WHEN I SAY THERE (4 A LOT OF CORRUFTION
GOING ONs SUREs, THERE’S PEOPLE SMOKING MARIJUANA EVERYWHERE
S0 EVERY NOW AND THEN IF YOU WANT TO WHIP A MEAD YOU CAN WHIP
A HEARD FOR SMOKING A JOINTS AND AT THE SAME TIME THE FOLICE
ARE DBSERVING THE GUY FPURCHASE THE JDINTS.
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CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSONs ANY FURTHER
RUESTIONS?
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? YES. THAT WAS MY
POGINTs MR, CHAIRMAN, I THINK MR. WARDLAW BRINGS THE KIND' OF
TESTIMONY YO THIS COUMMITTEE THAT THIS COMMITTEE SHOULD HEAR
AND ALSO FOR THE RECORDs RECAUSE IT IS MY FEELING THAT UNLESS
WE MOVE EXPEDITIOUSLY TO LO SOMETHING NOT ONLY ON A
LEGISLATIVE FIECE AS WE AKE DOING THE INVESTIGATIVL FIECE TO
RESOLVE SOME 0OF THESE FROBLEMS» THAT THERE IS GOING TO RE A
RACE WAR IN THE CITY OF FHILADELPHIA.
AND I AM SAYING TO YOU» MR. CHAIRMANs THAT
WE CANNCOT HASTILY GO EY SOME OF THESE WITNESSES BECAUSE I
FEEL THERE IS PERTINENT INFORMATION THAT WE CAN RECEIVLE FROM
THEM.
(APPLAUSE . )
CHAIRMAN RHOLDES! THANK YOU» REPRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSON.
IF YOU FEEL 1 AM RACING PAST YOUs LET ME
KNOW: MR. WARDLAW.
A BUT BELIEVE MEs I SAY THESE THINGS AS A MUCH
LARGER ISSUE THAN JUST A BLACK ANII WHITE CONFRONIATION. I
THINK A LOT OF THESE WHITE COFS WHO GU AROUND HERE BUSTING
BLACRS IN THE HEADs SURE THEY ARE RIGHT-WINGERS WHO BELIEVE
IN THE KU KLUX KLAN OR WHATEVER. OUT TO GET BLACAS. BRUT I
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RELIEVE THEY RNOW THEY CAN GET AWAY WITH IT BECAUSE THEIR

SUPERVISOR
THE SCORE»

OF SEVERAL

QUESTIONS?

RICHARLSON

WHERE THE 15 POLICEMEN EREAT U THE TWO MALES.

IS IN LEAGUE WITH THE HIGHER Ut WHO REALLY KNOWS
BECAUSE THAT’S WHERE THE OFFICIAL LOOANS.
CHAIRMAN RHODRES? THAT CONFIRMS THE TESTIMONY
OTHER WITNESSES.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE» L8 YOU HAVE ANY

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE? REPRESENTATTVLE
COVERED ALL THE GROUND THAT { WANTED TO.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!? REPRESENTATSVE WILLIAMS.
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:

Q. MR. WARDLAW, THE INCILENT YOU SFOKE ABOUT

IT SEEMS TO ME

THAT THAT SITUATION IS AN ACT OF SABISM. I MEAN FROM WHAT

YOU SAY» THERE WAS NO RESPONSIELE FOLICE WORK AT ALL:»

SUGGESTION

OF THAT, JUST A COLLECTIVE ACT OF SANISH BY 15

FOLICE OFFICERSs 1F WHAT YOU SAY IS TRHULE.

EXERCISE THE LAW HAVE NO PLACE IN ANYBODY’S POLICE DEFPARTHMEMT
WHO -- OR A LAW ENFDRCEMENT OFFICER WHO CAN DO SOMETHING LIKE

THAT.

HWOULD YOU AGREE WITH THAT?
A YESy SIR.
Q. IT REALLY SEEMS TO ME THAT PEDFLE WHO CAN‘T

WOULD YOU AGREE WITH THAT?
A, YESs £ WOULD,

NOT ANY
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THEN 1 WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT THE NUMBER OF
BLACK OFFICERS WHU PARTICIPATED IN THAT WERE LIKE REALLY
OUTNUMEERED.
Q. 1 AM TALKING ABOUT IRRESFECTIVE OF COLOR ON
THE PART OF THE OFFICERS.

. BUT THESE OFFICERSs ALL OF THEM ARE OF THE
SAME QUILT. I MEAN LIKE SURE THERE. MIGHT HAVE BEEN 12 WHITE

AND 3 BLACKS BUT I‘M SURE NOMNLE OF THEM --

Q. YOU I'ON’T HAVE T EDUCATE ME ON THAT. kUT
MY POINT ISy IF YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE LAN ENFORCEMENT AGLENCY
PERSONNEL TD ENFORCE THE LAWs IF THEY HAVE QUALITIES THAT
WOULD EXHIBIT SADISMs WHICH IS SO TOTALLY OUT OF KEEPING WITH
WHAT THEY ARE THERE FOR» CRIME FREVENTION AND ALL THAT»
WHICH IS PROTECTION» CORRECT?

A THAT’S CORRECT.

Q. AND YOU ACTUALLY SAW THATT
A ALUNG WITH TWO OF MY TEENAGE DAUGHTERS.
Q. YOU ALSO MENTIONED ANOVTHER POINT AND THAT

WAS TWO OF THESE GENTLEMEN WERE YOUNG BLACK MALES WHO HA A
FIGHT OR SCUFFLE?
A, YES.,
Q. AND ENDELD UP GETTING BEATEN AMI! GOING TO
JAIL,
I HAVE SAID THIS MANY TIMES AND IT IS MY
EXPERIENCE AND IT IS WELL NNOWN THAT MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO
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GO TO JAIL IN THIS STATE AND OTHER STATES ARE YOUWG BLACK
MALESs HIGHLY DISPROPORTIONATE TO THE FOFPULATTON. AND OF
COURSE I THINK THE RECORD WILIL SHOW AND MY EXPERIENCE HAS
BEEN THAT A LOT OF THOSE MALES ARE INTELLIGENfy NATURALLY
RRIGHT AND HAVE (OTHER QUALITIES THAT COULD BEEN CONSTRUCTIVE
IN TERMS OF THEIR TEACHING.
AND I JUST WONDERED TO WHAT EXTENT POLICE
ACTION LIKE THAT COULD BEGIN THE DESTRUCTION OF YOUNG BLACK
MALES IF IT APPLIES TO THAT GROUFING IN ANY SIGNIFICANT WAYS.
COULD YOU COMMENT ON THAT?T
A, YES.
Q. LET ME REWORD THAT, RECAUSE I WAN! TO MAKE
IT CLEAR: [0 WHAT EXTENT DO POLICE DEPARTMENTS OR POLICIES
ALONG THIS LINE BEGIN A& DESTRUCTIVE EROSION» PARTICULARLY OF
YOUNG BLACK MALES AS COMPARED TO OTHER MALES?Y
A I AM SURE IT HAS PUT A LOT OF FEAR IN THE
REST OF THEIR COMRADESs AND I AM ALSO GURE THAT IN THIS
ACTION ALONE THAT THESE TWO YOUNG MEN WILL NEVER ERE
PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS IN THIS SOCI1ETY RECAUSE IF THE ONE
RECOVERELDL WHO WAS ON (HE GROUND, I AM FRETTY SURE THAT HE
WILL BRE A WELFARE DRONE BECAUSE HE IS PROBABLY A VEGETAERLE
BECAUSE THEY BEAT HIM SO SEVERELY,.
AND THE ONE WHO WAS ON THE CAR GETTING HIS
BEATING, 1T WAS JUST THAT IT WAS TOO MANY OF THEM BEATING
HIMy THAT’S WHAT SPARED! HIM FROM GETTING A REAL SEVERE
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BEATING.
Q. N YOU FEEL THERE IS ANY PARTICULAR

PREFERENCE OF THIS KIND OF CONDUCT BY THE FOILILE TOWARDS
YOUNG BLACK MALES AS COMPARED TO GENERAL MALES IN OUR
SOCIETY? WOULD POLICE OFFICERS MORE QUICKLYs LET’S SAY»
COMMIT SOME VIOLENCE ON SOME BLACK MALE AS COMFARED TO

GENERAL SOCIETY FOR SIMILAR ACTS OR NON-ACTION?
A I THINK THE WAY THINGS ARE»> BLACKS ARE THE

TARGET AND ESFPECIALLY THOSE WHO L1V CLOSE TO THE INNER CITY.
AND LIKE I WAS SAYINGy THE BEATING I SAW LAST NIGHT OF THE
YOUNG BLACK MALEs [(HESE THINGS TO ME SAY JUST WHAT I WAS
SAYING AROUTr BEING DRIVEN OUT OF THE INNER CITY.

Q. I DON’T WANT TO ASK YOU A QUESTION THAT YOU
REALLY DON‘T KNOW THE ANSWLR TO. IF YOU DON‘T KNOW, JUST SAY

S0.
A DH, OKAY. WELLs MAYBE IT IS NOT COMING

ACROSS CLEAR ENOUGH.
Q. I HAVE A CONCERN? BUT 1 FRAMKLY THINN THIS

PROBLEM, LIKE I SAID BLACKN AND WHITE. RUT I DO THINN ON THE
OTHER HAND THERE 15 SOMETHING SIGNIFICANT AROUT THE FACT THAT
YOBUNG BLACKE END UM GOING TO JAILs AT OHE TIME OR ANOTHER

THEY HAVL SOME CONTACT WITH POLICES AND I RON’T THINKR IT JUST
COMES NATURAL IN DUING THAT., AND I WAS JUST WONDERIMNG IF YOU

HAVE ANY EXPERIENCE OR ORSERVATIOM THAT -— IF YOU DON‘T
A YESy I 0. LAKE ¢ 4M SAYINGy I HAVE NOTICETR
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IN AREAS OF THE CITY THAT ARE UNFAVORARLE TO THIS
ADMINISTRATION THERE IS & HIGH VISIRILITY OF FPOLICE. THESE
ARE AREAS WHERE THERE ARE YOUNG BLACN MALES AND BLACKS ARFE
THE MAJORITY FOFPULATION IN THOSE AREAS. SO0 THRESE FPOLICE AKE
NOT THERE TO PROTECT THEM» EBUT THEY ARFE THERE TO ARRESF THEM.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? ARE THESE ALSO HIGH CRIME
AREAS, MR. WARDLAW, OFF THE CITY?

A WELLs I AM SAYING THE VISIBILITY OF CRIME,
UNLIKE -- THEY DON‘T HIDE CRIMES IN THOSE AREAS. LINE I
SAIDs THEY SMOKE THEIR JOINT RIGHT THERE. IF YOU GET LOCKED
UP FOR A JOINTes IT DEPENDS ON THE FEELINGS OF THF COFS.
THAT ‘S WHAT GETS YOU BEAT OVER THE HEAD.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? BUT SERIOUS CRIMESs RAFESy
ROBBERY» MURDER»> ASSAULTs BURGLARY?

A, NG, IT7’S WIDESPREADs THLRE ARE SOUME AREAS
WHERE THERE COULD BE HIGH CRIMES -~

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

Q. LET ME FINISH UF MY QUESYION.

YOU HAVE MENTIONED COMMUNITY ADVOCATES AT

DIFFERENY POINTS ALONG THE WAY. WE HAVE HAD TESTIMONY RY
MRS, GAGLIARDI AND A FEW OTHER FEOFLE» AND THEY SEEM TU SAY
THAT THE ONLY REAL RELIEF» HELF THAT THEY FOUND WERE FROM
COMMUNITY ADVOCATE ORGANIZATIONS. ANL SOME OF THESE AGENCIES
HAVE TO DEFEND ON PUBLIC FUNDING AND GET REDUCED AN

CRITICIZED.
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AND WHAT YOU ARE SAYING IS THAT WE NEED MORE

OF THESE COMMUNITY ADVOCATE UNITS S0 THE COMMUNITY CAN HAVE
SOME RELIEF FROM THIS KIND OF STRANGLEHOLDOF IS THAT WHAT YOU
ARE SAYING?

A YES.

Q. AND THAT WOULDI BE A POSITIVE AND AFFIRMATIVE
COMMUNITY THING TO HAVE MORE AN MORE EFFECTIVE COUMMUNITY
ADVOCATE KIND DF SITUATIONS IN THIS FOLICE VIOLENCE
RUESTIONT

A, YES. BUT I DON‘T SEE IF BEING SOME
DRGANIZATION ON THE ORDER OF» AS COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS: YOU
KNOWs PHILADELPHIA NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION. I
DON‘T SEE IT AS BEING ONE ORGANIZATION THAT HEARS UP THE
ADVOCATE FPROGRAM. I THINKN EVERYHODY SHOULD BE ARLE TO TELL
WHAT KIND OF AUVOCATES THEY NEED IN THE HOSPITAILS AND IN THE
PRECINCTS AROQUND THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD LIKE THE LAY SAID THE
12TH FRECINCT WAS MOSTLY WHITE --

Q. I WASN’T GOING INTO THE FORM. I WAS JUST
BOING INTO THE FACT THAT COMMUNITY ARVOCATE IDEAS ARE ALWAYS
UNDER THREAT OF REDUCTION AND ELIMINATION. AND YOU ARE
MAKING THE POINT, THE FOLICY SHOULD BRE JUST THE OFPOSITE?

A I THINK THE COMMUNITY SHOULD BE MANE TO
RAISE THE FUNDS T0O» FOR THESE ORGANIZATIONSy I DON‘T THINKN

IT SHOULD COME FROM THE GOVERNMENT.
Q. YOU CAN’T MARE THE COMMUNITY DO THAT. YOU
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CAN SHARE THE TAX DOLLAR WHICH COMES FROM THE COMMUNITY FOKR
COMMUNITY FROBLEMS.

A SUREs THERE ARE PLENTY OF FPEOFLE IN MY
NEIGRORHOOD WHO VOLUNTEER TQ GO TO HOSFITALS AND STEVEN SMITH
OLD AGE HOME.

AND I AM ALSO SAYING WE CANNOT EXFECY THE
GOVERNMENT TO DCAL WITH THRSE FROBLEMSs EBRECAUSE IT IS THE
GOVERNMENT WHO IS LAYING IT ON US,

Q. THE GOVERNMENT 1S SUFPOSED TO BE
REFRESENTATIVES FROM THE PEOFLE WHO FAY THE TAXES FOR OUR
SALARIES AND SERVICES. IY SEEMS TQ Mt IF THE PEOFLE
RECOGNIZE THE FROBLEM ANB THEY SAY IT 15 IMFORTAN(, THEN THt
GOVERNMENT SHOULD SPEND YOUR MONEY ON THAT FROBLEM.

I DON’T THINK THE GOVERNMEN! IS SOMEONE
STRANGE UNTO ITSELFr: BECAUSE THE GUOVERNMENT WILL NEVER GIVE
YOU BACK ANYTHING FREEs YOU PAID FOR Il ALREAIY. THAT’S MY
FHILOSOPHY .

AND I DON‘T WANT TO DIFFER WITH YOU, EBUT I
JUST THINK THE ONLY &EASDN Wk ARE HERE LISTENING TU YOU RIGHT
NOW IS, HOPEFULLYr, IN RESFONSE TO A PROELEM THAT COMES FROM
THE COMMUNITY.

I ALSO THINKN SOMETIMES WE LOSE SIGHT OF THE
FACT» A HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARSy TWO HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS»
WHATEVER THE POLICE BUDGET ISs COMES FROM YOUR TAX DOLLARS.
AND IF THAT IS8 BEING MISUSED TQ DO WRONG. THEN WE SHOULD
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CHECK THAT, IF WE CAN.
(AFFLAUSE.,)
CHAIKMAN RHODES? THANK YOUs REFPRESENTATIVE
WILLIAMS.,
THANK YOU», MR. WARDLAWs THANK YOU FOR COMING
FORWARD AND TESTIFYING FEFORE THIS SUBCOMMITTEE.
(WITNESS EXCUSED.)
CHAIRMAN RHODES! OUR NEXT ANt LAST WITNESS FOR
THE EVENING WILL BE MRS. IRMA EFPS FROM THE CITY OF
PHILADELFHIA.
MRS. EFPSy DO YOU ALKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE
IN YOUR FOSSESSION A& SUEBPOENA TO AFPPEAR REFORE THIS
SUBCOMMITTEE®
MRS. EPPS! YESs I DO,
IRMA EPFSys SHWORN.
CHAIRMAN RHODES?
Q. STATE YOUR NAME ANl! YOUR ARDRESS FOR THE
RECORD,
A IRMA EPFSy 13135 VICTORIA STREET:»
PHILADELFHIA,
I AM HERE REPRESENIING MY HUSBANTT WHO IS
PRESENTLY INCARCERATED AT GRATERFORD.
ON DECEMBER 17y 1975, MY HUSEAND WAS
ARRESTED! AND WAS BEATEN BY TWO ARRESTING POLICE OFFICERS. HE
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RECEIVED 26 STITCHES IN HIS HEAD» EIGHF IM HIS MOUTH. HE WAS
TREATED AT TEMFLE HOSFIVAL THAT EVENING ANU TRANSFERRED TO
P.G+H, FOR A POSSIBLE FIVE-DAY OBSERVATION WHERE HE REMAINED
FROM DECEMBER 18TH, 2:00 A.M. IN THE MORNING UNTIL FEERUARY
Sy 1976,
HE SUFFERED CORTICAL BLINDNESSs HE WAS
UNABLE TO StE FUR FUUR OR FIVE WEEKS. HE WAS UNARLE TO
SPEAKy DID NOT KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON. T7THE DOCTORS TESTIFIED
-~ AND I HAVE THE NOTES WITH ME -— AT THE TRIAL THAT HE
SUFFERS FROM TRAUMA AMNESIAF THEREFOKEs HE CANNOT HEILP THE
COUNSEL TO SAY WHERE HE WAS AY THAT TIME» S0 Hi CAN’T LEGALLY
DEFEND HIMSELF.
THE POLICEMEN DID TESTIFY AT THt TRIAL THAT

THEY BEAT HIM WITH A BLACKJACKN BECAUSE HE WAS RESISTING
ARREST: AND HE GOT CONVICTED OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULT ON THOSE
TWO POLICE OFFICERS. HE WAS CHARGED WITH ALLEGEDLY SHOOTING
ANOTHER FOLICE OFFICER IN THE SHOULDER WHICH HE WAS NOT A)
THE SCENE WHERE HE WAS APFREHENDED. HE WAS ACCUSED OF ARMED
RORBERY: THE AMOUNT OF MONEY WAS NEVER DUTERMINED. IN THE
PAPER IT SAID FORTY-SOME DOLLARSr AND A WEAFONS OFFENSE. OF
COURSE,» THE GUN THEY FOUND» THEY NEVER FPROLUCED ANY
FINGERPRINTS ON.

Q. IS THAT ITs MKS EPFST?

A YESy SIR.

CHARIRMAN RHODES? THANN YOU VERY MUCH.
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WE WILL START THE QUESTIONING WITH CHIEF

COUNSELs MR. REILLY.

MR+ REILLY?S

Q. MRS EFFSs WAS YOUR HUSBANDL CONVICTED OF
THESE OFFENSES?

A YESy HE WAS.

e HE WAS CONVICTED OF ARMED ROBRERY?

A HE WAS CONVICTED O ARMED ROEBBERY:
POSSESSION OF A WEAPONs THREE COUNTS OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULT»
AND TWO COUNTS OF RESISTING ARREST.

Q. WHAT WERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE
SHOOTING OF THE POLICE OFFICERs OR THE AlLLEGEL' CIRCUMSTANCES®

A A STORE WAS ROBEED AT WAYNE AND DENNIE HERE
IN PHILADELPHIA:. A POLICE OFFICER STOPPED MY HUSBAND AS HE
WAS WALKING SOUTH ON GERMANTOWN AVENUE -- ALL I CAN GO BRY IS
WHAT THE POLICEMAN’S TESTIMONY IS -- THAT HE STOPPED MY
HUSBAND AND ASKED FOR IDENFIFICATION. MY HUSBAND FRODUCEL
HIS IDENTIFICATION. HE WAS A FSYCHIATKRIC TECHNICIAN AT
TEMPLE HOSPITAL.

THEN» ACCORDING TO TESTIMONYs WHICH DOES

CONFLICT THAT I HAVE HEARD» THE QFFICER SAID THAT HE REACH:It
IN HIS COAT POCKET AND SHOT HIM IN THt SHOULDER AND THAT THE
FOLICE OFFICER FIREER BACK FIVE TIMESs BUI' HE DOESN’T NNOW
WHERE THE BULLETS WENf., AT ONE FOINT» THE FOLICE OFFICER

SAID MY HUSBAND DID FIRFE FOUR SHOTS. THE FOURTH SHOTs HE
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SAIDy THE GUN WAS OUT OF HIS FOCKET AND THEN ON THE NEXT PAGE
HE SAIP HE COULD NEVER HAVE SEEN THE GUN Al THAT RISTANCE.
THEN MY HUSEAND ALLEGEDLY RAN SOUTH ON
GERMANTOUN AVENUE WHERE HE WAS FURSUED BY A MOUNTED
POLICEMAN. THE MOUNTED POLICEMAN TESTIFIED' AT THE TRIAL HE
NEVER SAW MY HUSBAND’S FACE, YET THE SAME FOLICE OFFICER
PICKED HIM CUT IN A LINEUP,
Q. MRS EPFS» WE ARE NOT HERE TO ADDRESS THE
ISSUE OF YOUR HUSEBAND’S GUILT OR INNDCENCE. THAT HAS BEEN
LEGALLY DETERMINED.
IS THE CASE STILL ON AFPEALT
A WE FILED OUR OWN CASE FOR AFFEAL.
Q. FPOST CONVICTION?
A FOST CONVICTION, YES. THE TRIAL DIDN’T COME
UP UNTIL MAY OF “77. HE JUST GOT SENTENCED IN MAY O THIS

YEAR.,
Q. S0 THE ISSUE IS STILL ON APFEALT

A. YESy IT IS,
Q. NOW THE THING WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO ADDRESS

YOURSELF TO IS YDU HAVE ATTEMPTED TO FIND REDRESS FUR THIS
BEATING SITUATIONT

A YES.,

@, HAVE YOU GONE TO SUME OF THE AGENCIES THAT
HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED HERE TODAY?® DID YOU GO TO ANY OF THOSE
AGENCIES?
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A I WENT TO THE F.RB.1, WHD INVESTIGATED'» WHO
TURNED IT OVER TO THE U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE. ANID THENs WHEN
MR. RENDRELL’S OFFICE SET uUp -—

&, FOLICE EBRUTALITY?

A ABOUT POLICE ABUSEy THE U.S. ATTORNEY'’S
OFFICE SENT IT OVER TO RENDELL’S OFFICE. AND RENDELL’S
OFFICE TOLD ME THAT SINCE MY HUSBANL WAS CONVICTEDs THAT THEY
WOULD FINMN NO JURY THAT WOULLr CONVICT THE FOLICE OFFICERS.

. NOW» YOU ARE AWARE THAT THEY HAVE TAKEN A
RECENT CASE OF A BEATING OF A CONVICTED =--

A, I AM AWARE OF THAT NOW, BUT THEY WOULD NOT
TAKE THIS CASE.

PeI+L.C:s0+F,. SAID THEY WOULD BRING & CIVIL

SUIT, BRUT BY THE TIME THE CIVIL SUIT CAME UFs THE STATUTE OF
LIMITATIONS WOULD RBE UP.

. BID YOU GO TO ANY OfHER AGENCIEST

A THE A.C.L+Usy BUT I HAVE BEEN TO THEM FOR
SOME INCIDENTS AT THE PRISON RIGHT NOW. THEY DIDN‘'T GET
INVOLVED WITH THAT.

Q. WHAT YOU HAVE SHOWN US IS THAT IN THE EVENY
OF A CRIMINAL CONVICTION FOR A SERIOUS FELONYs THIS IS NOT
THE TRADITIONAL DISORNERLY CONDUCTs AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND
BATTERY ~—~ COVERING CHARGE TYPE OF THING -~

A RIGHT.

Q. RUT IN THE EVENT THAT AN INRIVIDUAL IS
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CONVICTED OF A MAJOR VIOLENT FELONY, IT‘S ALMOST IMPOSSIELE
TO FINDI REDRESS FOR ANY ALLEGED BRUIALITY THAT IS VISITED
UFON THE INDIVIDUAL. 1 AM SAYINGs THAT HAS BEEN YOUR

EXPERIENCET
B RIGHT. AND THE THING IS» Il SEEMS LIKE IF

MY HUSRAND HAD DIED LIKE THE DOCTORS EXFECTED HIM TO» I

SEEMS LIKE THE ORGANIZATIONS WOULD HAVE DONE SOMETHING:? BUF
SINCE HE WAS GIVEN A CHANCE TO LIVE, EVEN THOUGH HIS MEMORY
DIED FOR FOUR [AYS, THEN HE HAS NO RECOURSE. AND WE FELT I

WAS THE SAME. THING IN COURT WITH THE LAWYER.
a. YOU HAVE A THEDRETICAL RECOURSEs BUI YOU

FIND THAT IT IS NOT A FRACTICAL RECDURSE.
A I HAVEN’T FOUND ANYTHING IN THIS CITY.

Q. YOU TURNED TO THE F.B.I.7?

Ae YESy BUT THEY AEFT TURNING IT QVER. AND
WHEN I MWENT TO A MEETING ON FOLICE ABUSE IN MAYs I SPOKE TO
U,S« ATTORNEY JOHN FENROSE AND HE TOLD ME HE WOULD LOOK IT
OVER AGAIN# HOWEVERs SINCE HE WAS CONVICTEDr IT’S THE SAME

THING.
Q. I THINN IT IS A VERY VALID OBSERVATION AND I

THINK IT‘S SOMETHING WE SHOULD CONSIDER ON THE RECORID.
CHAIRMAN RHOLES:
Q. ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE®?

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSONT
REPRESENVATIVE RICHARDSON?
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Q. MkS. EPPSy YOUR HUSEANDs AS YOU TESTIFIEL»
WAS BEATEN BY THE FOLICE AND HE GOT 96 STITCHESs YOU SAID.
AROQUND HIS HEAD?

A ?46 STITCHES IN HIS HEAD» EIGHT IN HIS MOUYTH.

a. A TOTAL OF 104, IO YOU KNOW IF THERE WERE
ANY WITNESSES TO THE BEATINGT

A THERE WAS ONE YOUNG EBOY THAT CAME FORWARD
AND SaAIDl' THAT HE STOOD ACROSS THE STREET FROM WHERE HE WAS
ARRESTED AND AT ONE PUINT He SAY THE POLICE HAD MY HUSBAND'S
HANDS BEHIND HIS RACK AND HIT HIM AND HIS HEAD WAS BENT
TOWARLS HIS CHEST. BUT THEY SEEHEﬂ TO IGNORE THAT IN COURT.
THE D.As SAID THAT» "HELL» DIDN‘T THE ATTURNEY JUST TAKE YOU
OUT TO LUNCH AND TREAT YOU TO LUNCH?® AND THEY COVERED OVER
IT,» NOTHING MORE WAS SAID ABOUT THAT TESTIMONY.

e THAT’S KIND OF TYPICAL OF WHAT GOES ON IN
THE. CITY.

THE CONCERN THAT I RAISE IS THE ON& CHIEF

COUNSEL RAISEDs THAT A SFECIFIC VIOLENT ACT OF THk FOLICE ON
FPEOPLEs NOT EVEN GEITING INfO THE MERITS OF YOUR OTHER CASE
WHICH YOU HAVE GONE THROUGH FROCEDURALLY»> EUT THAT IN EACH
ONE OF THOSE CASES OF AGENCIES THAT YOU HAVE GONE TOr THERE
HAS NOT BEEN A RELIEF DEALING WITH THE SLTUATION O THE
BREATINGS BY THE POLICE, WHICH HAS A TENDENCY TO MAKE ME
BELIEVE THAT, ONEs, IN FACT:, THERE ARE IN ALMOST NINETY~NINE
AND THREE QUARTERS PERCENT OF THE TIME YOU WILL FIND THAT IF
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YOU ARE BEATEN BY THE POLICE IN THE C1TY AND THLY SLAF A
CHARGE ON YOU OF ASSAULT AND BATTERY, RESISTING ARREST: AND
DISORDERLY CONDUCT THAT THEN INVARIAKLYs UNTIL THAT CASE IS
OVERy WE CAN DO NDTHING AGAINST THE CITY.

A, RIGHT. AND THEN THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS
WouLDh EE UF.

Q. AND HOW LONG IS THE STATUIE OF LIMITATIONS?

A TWG YEARS. AND HE WASN‘T BROUGHT TO TRIAL
UNTIL MAY “77. THIS HAPPENED DECEMBER ‘735,

Q. WHICH MEANS THE 180-DAY RULE ANIt ALL THE
OTHER THINGS HAVE GONE OUT THE WINDOW?T

A, THAT’S RIGHT.

Q. YOU WILL NEVER HAVE AN OFFDRTUNITY TO FURSUE
THAT PROBLEM FROM A LEGAL STANDFOINT.

A WELL»y THE LAWYER THAT WAS COURT AFPPOINTED,
ANDI I'LL QUOTE THIS», THAT HE SAID IT TO ME» *I aM NOT GOING
TO WIN THE CASEs BECAUSE I DON‘T BELIEVE IN THE CASE."

. HE. DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE CASE?

A HE DIDN’T.

Q. HE MADE THAT STATEMENT?

A, YES,

Q. DID YOU APPEAL THIS DECISION BASING THAT IN
RESPECT TO THE FACT THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THATs THAT AS A
RESULT OF WHICH YDU COULD HAVE REQUESTEN ANOTHER LAWYER?

A WE ASKED! FOR AMOTHER LAWYER ANII I WAS
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SPEAKING TO YOU AT THIS TIME.

Q. I REMEMBER.

A WE ASKED FOR ANOTHER LAWYER. THE JUDLGE
REFUSED. WHEN WE FILED FOR THE NOTICE OF APPEAL.» WE ALSO
FILED THE PAFERS INFORMA FAUPERIS FOR A NEW LAWYER.

THE SAME TRIAL JUDGE HAS REAPPOINTED THE

SAME TRIAL LAWYER. AND SO NOW WHAT WE HAVE TO DO IN WHICH WE
HAVE ALREADY DUNE» IS FILE A PETITION FOR A NEW LANYER AN
HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE COURTS AGAIN TO KEEP HIM FROM GETTING

THAT LAWYER.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDISON? THE REASON I RAISED

THAT: MR. CHAIRMAN>, IN CITING THE KIND OF FPROBLEM WE AKRE
HAVING RELATIVE TO THIS IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIA IS THAT
PERHAPS LEGISLATIVELY THERE IS SOME REDRESS IN CASES LINE
THIS THAT DEAl. SPECIFICALLY WITH THIS FROBLEM: BECAUSE I AM
NOT A LAWYERy BUT IT WOULD SEEM TU ME THAT IT RAISES SOME
JUDICIAL QUESTIONS AS TO WHAT THE PROCEDURF. SHOULDT BE IN
TERMS OF A FERSON REING ARRESTED BY THE FOLICE AFTER THEY
ARE BEATEN AND THEN THESE CHARGES AKE PUTI ON THEM? AND THAT
THE PERSONs IF NOT BROUGHT TO COURT IN A SPEEDY TRIAL, IS ND
GIVEN AN OFFORTUNITY TO DAL WITH THESE PROELEMS,

CHAIRMAN RHODES! REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON, I
THINK THAT IS AN EXCELLENT PROPOSITION,

I ACTUALLY THINN TESTIMONY BROUGHT EY MKS.

EFFS SPEAKS TO ANOGTHER POINT MORE EMMHATICALLYs THAT QUK
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CHIEF COUNSEL HAS POINTED OUf., WE HAVE IN THE PAST AT THE
HEARINGS HEARD SUBSTANTIAL TESTIMONY ON THESE COVER CHARGES.

BUT IN YOUR INSTANCE A JURY FOUNI' YOUR
HUSBAND GUILTY OF SUBSTANTIAL CHARGES: NOT COVER CHARGES. IN
THAT INSTANCE» APPARENTLY: 1T IS AN EXYREMELY DIFFICULT
FROBLEM TO PURSUE THE ALLEGATIONS OF FPOLICE EBRUTALITY BECAUSE
OF THE FACT THAT YOUR HUSBAND WAS FOUND GUILTY OF SUEBSTANTIAL
CHARGES? AND THAT IS SOMETHING WE HAVE NOT COVERED IN THE
HEARINGS S0 FAR. THAT’S A DIFFERENT TWIST.

C N 0 N

12
13
14

THAT IS A DIFFERENT KIND OF ISSUE THAT
OIESERVES ATTENTION: AND AS OUR CHIEF COUNSEL ADVISED USs Wt
SHOULD TAKE NOTE OF IT.
We HAVE» SO FARy LOOKED AT PEOPLE ENTIRELY
WHO HAVE BEEN BEATEN AND HAVE COVER CHARGES THROWN AT THEH,
NOT CONVICTED OF THOSE COVER CHARGES. AND WHAT WE ARE
LOONING AT TODAYy RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT AT THE HEARINGs IS
SOMETHING QUITE DIFFERENTs IT DESERVES ATTENTIONy AND I AM
VERY GLAD YOU EROUGHT THIS T0 OUR ATTENTION.
REPRESENFATIVE RICHARDSON!
R WHEN THE POLICE WERE BEATING YOUR HUSBANI
DI HE HAVE A WEAPON ON HIM AT THE TI1ME?
A NO.,
Q. WAS HE ARMED?
A NO.
. DID HE HAVE A KNIFE?
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A, NO.
Qe DID ANY REFORT REFLECT THAT HE DIDs IN FACT»
HAVE A WEAPON AT THE TIME THEY BEAT HIMT
A NO.
Q. MY POINT BEINGs AND I AM STRESSING THIS
AGAINy IS THAT WITHOUT FROVOCATION IN THIS TOWNs REGARDLESS
OF WHAT THEY WANT TO ARREST HIM FOR» EVEN IF THEY HAVE
CHARGESy THE POINJ IS THAT IT JUST CONTFINUES TO BE THE TYFE
OF BEATING UPsy BRUTALITYs VIOLENCE ON FEOPLE WITHOUT ANY
REDRESS. AN I AM SAYING REGARDLESS OF THE CHARGES» WHETHER
THEY CAME AFFTER OR BEFORE> IS NOT THE FOINT.
THE POINT ISy HERE IS ANOTHER MAN OR FERSON
BEING VIOLATED IN OQUR COMMUNITY WITHOUT ANYTHING BEING DONE
ABOUT IT. THAT’S THE POINT I WANT TO SHOW ON TH& RECORM, TO
INDICATE THAT THAT’S WHAT HAS TO STOF.
1 MEAN, IF MY MEMORY SERVES ME CORRECTLY>»
GOING BACK TO THE TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY JACKSONs HE IMNUICATEL
THAT QUT OF 395 CASES WHERE POLICE OFFICERS SHOT PEOPLEs THAT
45 PERCENY OF THOSE FERSONS WERE UNARMED AND THAT WAS JUST IN
SHOOTING CASES. THAT LIDN’T EVEN DEAL WITH THOSE THAT WERE
BEATEN UF.
ANUI T AM GOING TO STRESS TU THIS COMMITTEE
OVER AND OVER AND OVER AGAIN -—- AND IF I HAVE TO SAY I1 LOUD
AND CLEAR AGAIN» I WILL ~- THAT WE HAVE TO ANDRESS OURSELVES
TO THAT QUESTION. AND I AM NOT A LAWYERs BUT IF SEEMS TO ME
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THERE IS SOME LEGAL REDRESS THAT LEGISLATIVELY WE CAN DEAL
WITH AND THEN, HOPEFULLYr, DEAL WITH THE HUMAN SIDE OF 11
RECOGNIZING THAT SOMETHING MUST RE IDIONE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOUs REFRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSON .

CHAIRMAN RHODES:

Q. FOR THE RECORD» MkS. EPPSr THE CONVICTION OF
YOUR HUSBAND ON THE ASSAULT» WAS THAT AGCRAVATED ASSAULT WITH
A WEAPON ON A POLICE OFFICER?

A HE WAS CHARGED WITH THREE COUNTS OF
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT. ONE WAS FOR ALLEGEDLY SHOOTING A POLICE
OFFICER IN THE SHOULDER.

r WAS HE CONVICTED OF THAT?T

A YESy HE WAS. HE WAS CONVICTED OF EVERYTHING
THEY CHARGED HIM WITH.

Q. S0 A JURY DIDI CONVICT YOUR HUSEAND OF
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT ON A POLICE OFFICER MITH A WEAPON?

A YESs BUT THAT WAS NOY THE AKRESTING OFFICER:»
HE WAS NOT ONE OF THE ARRESTING OFFICERS THAT BEAT HIM. He
WAS ARRESTED ABOUT FOUR BLOCKS FROM THE SCENE OF WHERE THF
FOLICEMAN WAS SHOT.

Q. I UNDERSTANN THAT; BUYT THE FPOINT IS, HE WAS
CONVICTED® I ONLY WANT TO RE CLEAR ON THE RECORDy AND I'M

NOT SECOND-GUESSING.
A HE WAS CONVICTED OF EVERYIHING THEY CHARGED
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HIM WITH.
Q. SO0 HE WAS CONVICTED O AGGRAVATED ASLSAULT ON
A POLICE OFFICER WITH A WEAFPON?
A YESs YES.
MAY 1 ADD SOMETHINGT THEY NEVER, FROM WHAT
I UNDERSTAND, THE BULLEY IS STILL LORGED IN THE FOLICEMAN’S
SHOULDER»s SO IT WAS NEVER BROUGHT QUM WHAT CALIBER BULLET HFE
WAS SHOT WITH. AND THERE WLRE NEVER FINGERPRINTS ON THE GUN
THEY SAID THEY FOUNLD,
CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU.
REFRESENTATIVE WHITE,
REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!
Q. MkS. EPFSs YOU RAISED' ANOTHER ISSUE THAT IS
OF GENERAL CONCERN TO ME. WE HAD THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
BEFORE US -- TO MEs THE MATTER THAT YOUR HUSEAN) WAS
CONVICTED OF HAS NOTHING TO [0 IN MY MINLy WITH THE FACT
THAT HE WAS BEATEN.
WE HAD THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY REFORE US AND
HE STATEDs I GUESS WE KIND OF JUST PASSED QVER IT, ERUF I AM
SURE MY MEMORY IS CORRECT» THAT THEY ONLY TAKE THOSE CASES
THEY THINK THEY CAN WIN.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!? HE DID SAY THAT.
A THATS RIGHT.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!?
Q. HE DID SAY THAT?
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A WELLs THEY SAID THAT AT ANOTHER MEETING.

2 3% ALL RIGHTs FINE. BUI THE CONFLICT IS THAT
THE SAME AGENCY THAT WAS FPROSECUTING YOUR HUSRANU WAS CHARGED
WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DEFENDING HIM.

A THAT’S RIGHT,

CHAIRMAN RHODES? NGs NOT DEFENDINGF BRINGING A
CHARGE -~

REPRESENTATIVE MWHITE:?

Q. IN BRINGING A CHARGE AGAINST THE FOLICE
OFFICERS FOR A VIOLENT ACT COMMITIED AGCAINST YOUR HUSBANLT

A. MAY I ADD SOMETHING HERE®

ALSOy I FOUND OUT WHEN I CALLED THE DISTRICT

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE» WHEN IT WAS TURNED OVER TO RENDELL’S
OFFICEs THEY GAVE ME THE NAME OF THE D.A, THAT WAS GOING TO
BE INVESTIGATING ITs AND IT WAS THE SAME D.A. THAT WAS
PROSECUTING MY HUSBAND.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

Q. I SHARE THE SAME CONCEFT THAT CONVICTIONS
REALLY HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH WHETHER OR NOT POLICE OFFICERS
ARE BRUTAL OR VIOLENT AND THE SAME FRUBLEM THAT WE HAVE IN
ERINGING THE ISSUE OF VIOLENCE SO THAT IT CAN BE FROSECUTED
RECAUSE SOMEONE HAS AN IDEA THAT YOU ARE CONVICTED -- I THINK
THE SAME THING APFLIES TO WHEN THERE ARE CONVICTIONS.

I JUST WANT TU SHARE WITH YOU THAT IN THE

LAST COUPLE OF YEARS I HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH A MURDER CASE
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IN WHICH THE YOUNG MAN WAS CONVILTED» IN WHICH THERE WAS
VIOLENCE INDICATED, AND WE DUG AND DUG AND DUG ANL CaAME UP
WITH SOME MORE EVIDENCEs AND WE OVERTURNED THAT CONVICTION.
HE WAS EVENTUALLY FOUNT} NOT QUILTY. HE BECAME AN CQUFSTANDING
GRADUATE» HONOR STUDENT AT GRATZ. HE GRADUATET:.

IN ANOTHER INSTANCEs A FAMILY WAS TERRORIZED
AND A YOUNG MAN WAS CONVICTER OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND
RATTERY, SENTENCEL TO FOUR TO TEN YEARS. THE WHOLE FAMILY
WAS ARRESTED AND WERE REATEN. ANOTHER LANYER TRIED THAT
CASE. AND WE DUG ANL DUG ANTI DUG AND OVERTURNED THAT CASE.
AND THAT WAS A NOT GUILTY VERDICT» THAT WAS RECENMLY.

I COULD GO ON ANID ON. THE POINT IS THAT
MANY s MaANY PEOFPLE, WELL» TOO MANY PEOFLE ARE GOING TO JAIL
IMPROPERLY CONVICTED. AND THEN ADDED TO THAT IS A BEATING
THAT IS5 EVEN MORE SEVERE.

THE POINT IS I DO NOY BELIEVE Wt SHOULD TURN
AWAY OUR HEADS FHILOSOFHICALLY JUST BLCAUSE I7T IS A
CONVICTION,

FOLLOWING THAT SCOREs IT SEEMS TO ME THAT
IF YOU DO HAVE SOME QUESTIONS, YOU SHOULD ASK THE LAWYER IN
TERMS OF THE PROCEDURE, AND YOU SHOULD DISCUSS THAT AS TO
WHAT YOU OUGHT TO DO IF THERE ARE FACTORS IN THE CASE THAT
WOULD BEAR ON SOME APPROACH TO MAYBE CHANGING THE CONVICTION,

YOU MENTIONED THAT YOUR HUSBANL HAD

TRAUMATIC AMNESIA®T
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A YES.,

. HE HAD THAT ANL STILL HAS THAT?

A YES, THE DOCTORS TESTIFIED, THE DOCTORS
FROM F.G.H, AND THE PSYCHIATRIST INVOLVED TESTIFIED FROM THE
BEATINGs WHERE HE GOT BEAT ON THE CORTEX OF HIS BRAINs THAT
IT WOULD CAUSE AMNESIA. THEY EVEN GAVE HIM A LIE DETECTOR
TEST» WHICH HE PASSED.

Q. HE HAD TRAUMATIC AMNESIA FROM THE TIME OF
THE BEATING UP UNTIL THE FRESENT TIME?

A NO. HE BOESN’T RECALL ANYTHING THAT
HAPPENED THAT DAY AND ABOUT THREE OR FOUR DAYS PAST THAT. 50
IT’S ABOUT A TOTAL OF FOUR OR FIVE DAYS OF AMNESI1A THAT HE
CANNOT RECALL ANYTHING.

Qa. FROM THEN UNTIL NOW?

A NOs HE KNOWS WHAT’S GOING ON NOW.

Q. NOs FROM THEN UNTIL NOWs ABOUT WHAT HAPFENED
THENT

THE CHAIRMAN:

Q. HE STILL DOESN’T REMEMBER WHAT HAFFENED TO
HIM THEN?

A NO» MO, HE DOESN‘T.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?

Q. I DON’T WANT TO GO INIO IT BUF IT WOULL SEEM
TO ME HE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY DEFENDING HIMSELF.

A HE HAS» AND THIS IS ONE OF THt BRIGGER
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FPROBL.EMS FRDOM THE FOLICE ABUSE --

Q.

S0 YOUR SITUATION IS A CONVICTION WHERE YOUR

HUSBANDs THE DEFENDANT:

WENT ON# IS THAT RIGHT?

A
Q.

HAS N8 MENTAL. ABILITY TO SAY WHAT

THAT’S CORRECT» ANIt IN THt. COURTROOM.

THIS IS A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT FROM A

SITUATION WHERE THERE IS JUST -~ YOUR CASE WAS A JURY CASE®

A
a.
TECHNICIAN AT
.
3.
@
Q.
A
HIRE HIM EACK
Q.
A
Q.
A
THEM OUTSILE.

Q.

LITTLE REASON WHY YOUR HUSBAND WOULD' HAVE TO RE INVOLVED IN A

$47 ROEBBERY.
A

*

YES.,

YOU SAY YOUR HUSBAND WAS A FSYCHIATRIC

TEMPLE?
YES.

HOW LONG HAD HE BEEN THERE®

I BELIEVE IT WAS ABOUT TWO YEARS.

TWO YEARS?

YESs ANR THE DOCTORS EVEN SAID THEY WOULD

WERE YOU EMPLOYED AT THE T1MET

YESs I WAS.

DO YOU HAVE A FAMILY?

YESs Wt HAVE THREE CHILDREN. YOU CAN HEAR

THEY ARE OUT THERE IN THE FPLAYRODOM.

IT WOULD SEEM TO ME THERE WOULD BE VERY

RIGHT

AND HIS PAYCHECK THE NEXT DAY WAS
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$500 AND SOME DULLARS.

Q. I WOULD ALSO SHARE WITH YOU A CASE THAT
RECENTLY CAME TO ME A FEW DAYS AGO WHERE A YOUNG MAN, AND I
FORGOT HIS NAME»> WAS ARRESTED IN MAY OF ‘77s RELEASED IN
OCTOBER OF ‘77 BECAUSE THEY FOUND OUT HE WAS NOT THE ONE.
BAIL WAS SET AT ABOUT $180,000. HE WAS NEVER ARRESTED IN HIS
LIFE WHENs IN FACTs THE FERSON WHO CUMMITTED THE ROBEERY WAS
ARRESTED ABOUT A WEEK AFTER HE WAS ARRESTED: ANR HE STAYED
IN ALL THOSE MONTHS. S0 THINGS LIKE THAT HAPPEN: AND THEY
HAPPEN ALL TOO FREQUENTLY.

ARE YOU NON-BLACK:s NON-WHITE, CAUCASIANT

A I AM PREDOMINANTLY CHEROKEE INDIAN, MY
HUSBAND IS ELACK.

Q. THAT WAS MY NEXT QUESTION.

ASIDE FROM ANYTHING ELSE IN THIS SITUATION:

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT 96 STITCHES OR 104 STITCHES: AS
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON SAID» BLINIWNESS AND TRAUMATIC
AMNESIA AND ALL THATs UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES IS A RIT MUCH.
THAT’S WHAT IT SEEMS TU ME.

A IN FACTy THE WOUNDS WERE, IT WAS TUO
FOUR-INCH LONG ONESs THREE THREE~INCH LONG ONESs AND TWO
TWO-INCH LONG ONES.

Q. I APPRECIATE YOUR TESTIMONY TO US FOR A LOT
OF REASONS BUT IN PARTICULARs BECAUSE YOUR HUSEAND, IN THF
CATEGORY OF HAVING BEEN CONVILTED, AND YOU ARE PUTTING FORTH
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THAT INFORMATION WHICH I THINK IS VERY» VERY IMPORTANT. I DO
THINKy UNDER THOSE ClRCUMSTANCES. SOMEBODY OUGHT TO IO
SOMETHING AROUY IT.

R THE U.S, ATTORNEY ASKED ME IF MY HUSEAND HAD
ANY WITNESSES TU THE POLICE BEATING HIM AND I CAME BACK TO
HIM WITH THE SAME QUESTION, *WHY DOES MY HUSBAND NEED
WITNESSES THAT THE FOLICE BREAT HIMs BUT THE FPOLICE DON‘T NEED
WITNESSES THAT THEY BEAT MY HUSBANLT®

a. OKAY» THE POINST I‘M MARING TO YOU IS THAT
FROM THE COMMENTS Wt HAVE HAN AND TESTIMONY WHICH INDBICATES
WHEN SOMECONE IS CONVICTED IN THESE KINIS OF SITUATIONSs THERE
SEEMS TO BE NOT MUCH YOU CAN DO. NOBODY REALLY SEEMS TO
CARE. THAT SEEMS TO BE ACROSS THE BOARD.

BUT AS I SHARED WITH YOU SOME EXPERIENCES I

HAVE HAD WHEREs IN FACT» THOSE CONVICTIONS WERE IMPROPER FROM

THE BEGINNING. AND I THINN YOU QUGHT TU KEEP ON IT.
I WILL BE GLAD 7O SHARE WITH YOU FRIVAIJELY

AFTER THIS HEARING.

THE CHAIRMAN! THANK YOU VLERY MUCH,
REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS,

MRS. EPPSs I THINK YQU WOULD BENEFIT FROM

IT. THANN YOU VERY MUCH FOR TESTIFYING TO US TONIGHT.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

a. I JUST WANTED TO RNQW, MRS. EFPS» ARE YOU
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FPRESENTLY WORKING?

A NO» I'M NOT., 1I‘M TAKING CARE OF ALL THE
LEGAL WORK. I CAN‘T GET BEACK TO WORK YET.

i AND YOU ARE SEEKING A LAWYERT

A, WELL» WE FILED FPAFERS FOR A NtEW LAWYER. I
WENT TO ONE FRIVATE ATTORNEY WHO WANTED MONEY», WHICH I DIDN’T
HAVEy S0 HE TRIED TUO SEE IF HE COULD GET AFPOINTED BY THE
COURT. THE COURT SAID NO BECAUSE THEY WERE COMPUTERIZED, AND
WHOEVER COMES UM NEXT ON THE COMPUTER HANDLES IT.

i ON THAT FOINT I RAISEDl THERE:, I WAS HOPING
YOU WOULL HAVE A CONSULTATION WITH REFRESENTATIVE WILLIANMS
CONCERNING THIS MATTERs THE POINF BEING IF SOMETHING HAS TO
HAPPEN -= I WANT YOU TO SHARE WITH US THE QUFCOME OF THE
CONVICTIONs JUST FOR THE RECORD.

A MY HUSBAND WAS SENTENCED 26 TO 52 YEARS.

Q. I JUST WANTED THAT TO BE ON THE RECORD,

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? THANKN YOU VERY
MUCHs MRS. EFFPS.,

THE CHAIRMAN? THANK YUU VERY MUCHs, MRS. EFFS»
YOU HAVE REEN VERY FORTHRIGHT TO COME BEFORE THIS
SUBCOMMITTEE TONIGHT AND GIVE US THIS TESTIMONY. WE HOFE
THAT APPROFRIATE RECOURSE 1S OBSERVED. THANK YOU VLRY MUCH
FOR BEING WITH US.

(WITNESS EXCUSED.)
WE ARE ABOUT TO CLOSE THE HEARINGSF# BUT
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BEFORE WE DO SOy REPRESENTATIVE RICHARINSON, WHOSE DISTRICT WE
ARE SITTING IN AND VERY MUCH CONSCIQGUS OF THAT, WOULD LIKE TO
MARE THE CLOSING STATEMENTS. REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARIISON.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? MR, CHAIRMANs 1

JUST WANTED TO SAY IN CLOSING THAT REPRESENTATIVE WHITE AND
MYSELF,» WHO REPRESENT THE NORTHWEST SECTION OF THIS AREA
WHICH WE ARE IN TONIGHT WHERE THE F1RST UNITED CHURCH OF
GERMANTOWN 1S LOCATER, EXTEND THANKS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE
COMMUNITY FOR PARTICIFATING IN THESE HEARINGS AND TU THE
MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE FOR COMING TOD GERMANTOWN.
SPECIFICALLY TO THESE HEARINGS BECAUSE WE FEEL IT IS
IMPORTANST IN RESPECT TO ALL IN THE KINDS OF STRUGGLES THAT Wt
ARE IN HERE IN THE CITY Of PHILADELPHIA., AND WE WOULD LINE
TO SAY WITHOUT THE FEOFPLE IN THE AUDIENCE» We WOULID' NOT BE
SITTING HERE DN THE STAGE TU WITNESS ANYTHING THAT‘S GOING
ON.

AND I WANTED TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY, MR.
CHAIRMAN, TO THANK THEM AND YOU AND THE COMMITTEE AND ALSO
REVEREND TED LODER FOR ALLOWING US TO HaVE THE OFFORTUNITY TO
BE HERE IN FIRST UNITED METHODRIST CHURCH TO HOLD THESE
HEARINGS .«

AND 1 WOULD HOFEs AND I STRESS VERY STRONGLY
THAT THE REMAINING THREE DAYS OF TESTIMONY THAT WILL EE
HEARD RBY THIS COMMITTEE SHOULD NOT IN ANY WAY INTIMIDATE ANY
OF THE PERSONS IN THE AULIENCE OR THOSE HEARING THE SUUND OF
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MY VOICE OR THOSE NOT HERE FROM COMING FURWARD TO TESTIFY
REFORE THE COMMITTEER ON ANY ACTS OF VICLENCE BY THE FOLICE OR
ANYTHING OF THAT NATURE THAT THIS SURCOMMITTEE CAN HEAR AN
TAKE THIS TESTIMONY FOR THE RECORD TO DO WHATEVER IS
NECESSARY .

AND I WOuLD* HOPE THAT THAT MESSAGE WOULD BE
SPREAD OUT TO MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND ACROSS THE CITY OF
FHILADELPHIA TO MAKE SURE THAT THAT HAFFPENS BRECAUSE If IS
DBVIOUS THAT THERE IS A FROBLEM. IT IS AI.S0 OBVIOUS THAT A
NUMBER OF MEMRERS IN THE LEGISLATURE WHO DO NOT LIVE IN
FPHILADELFHIA, WHO [0 NOT UNDERSTAND FHILADELPHIAs AND DON‘T
UNDERSTAND THE FPROEBLEMS THAT WE HAVE HERE IN PHILAIELFHIAY
WILL NOT RE ARLE TU BENEFIT IV PEOCPLE IN THE COMMUNITY DO NOT
SHOW UP. THEY WOULD THINK IT WAS JUST A FROBLEM THAT WE ARE
SPINNING OUR WHEELS ORs AS THEY CALL IT IN HARRISRBURGy» A
*WITCH HUNT»® MEANING IF YOU ARE DN A WITCH HUNT» YOU CAN'T
FIND ANYTHING.

S0 I WOULD LIKE TO TANE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
THANK THE AUDIENCE» THANK THE MEMRERS OF THIS COMMITTEE FOR
COMING OUT TO THE NORTHUWEST SECTIDN OF FHILALELFHIA TO SHARE
THESE VERY NECESSARY HEARINGS.

(APFLAUSE.,)
CHAIRMAN RHODES? THANK YOUs REPRESENTATIVE

RICHARDSON. YOU TOOK THE WORDS QUT OF MY MOUTH,
IF THERE ARE ANY INDIVIDUALS IN THE AUMIENCE
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WHO KNOW OF ANY INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE FIRST-HaND IMFORMATION
OR EXPERIENCE THAT THEY WOULD LINE TO REILATE TO THE
SUBCOMMITTEEs EVEN PRIVATELYs YOU DON‘T HAVE TU COME FORWARD
AND TESTIFYs WE CAN TAKE A& DEFPOSITION. PLEASE CONTACT OUR
COMMITTEE .

OUR COUNSEL HERE IN PHILADELPHIA IN THIS
INVESTIGATION IS VAN BRASWELL: OUR STAFF OF THE COMMITTEE ARE
PAUL NEWMANN AND JAKRE SCHMIDT WHO ARE WORKING ON THIS
INVESTIGATION:. FLEASE FEEL FREE TO COME FORWARD ANL SPEAN TO
THEM.

I ALSO WANT TO FOINYT QUT THAT EVEN THOUGH
THERE HAS REEN SOME LEVITY THIS EVENINGs BECAUSE IT HAS EREEN
A LONG HEARING» THIS SUBCOMMITTEE IS IN DEADLY EARNEST IN
THIS INVESTIGATION ANII WE WILL SEE THAT IT WILL MOVE FORWARLD.

I WOULD LIKE FINALLY T€ THANN AGAINs IF
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON HASN‘T» REVERFNU LODER FOR HIS
KIND ANDI GRACIOUS HOSPITALITY IN HAVING US HERE.

THIS HEARING OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIME
AND CORRECTIONS OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE
OF REFPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMMONWEAI_TH OF PENNSYLVANIA WILL
NOW AIJOURN AND RECONVENE TOMORROW AT 2100 0’CLOCKN AT THE
FEOPLE’S BAFTIST CHURCH, 5039 BALTIMORE AVENUE.

(ADJOURNED AT 9!50 O'CLOCK P. M.)
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COMPUFER TRANSCRIPTION SYSTEM

DATE AUGUST 1y 1978

REPORTERS LORETTA E« MASSEY
EVELYN LAMBRIGH

ADDRESS RAFID REFORTING SERVICEs INC.
SUITE 1102-10
1403 LOCUST STREET
PHILADELLPHIA» PENNSYLVANIA

TELEPHONE /32-4334
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