COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIME AND CORRECTIONS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
HELD: PEOPLE'S BAPTIST CHURCH
5039 BALTIMORE AVE.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

WEDNESDAY., AUGUST 2. 1978

Calling to order of Hearings by Chairman Joseph Rhodes, Jr. and In-
troduction continuation of hearings into the charges of police bru-
tality in the city of Philadelphia pursuant to House Resolution 109,

Charles Jiggett, 449 N. 66th St., and Robert J. Mitchell, 142 N, Ho-
bart st., duly sworn and have received subpoenas; victims of police
brutality, incident occurred Memorial night 1968-70, involved inci-
dent waith a polaice officer and police log, page 629, 641; questions
from the panel, page 641-655;

Dorothy Armstrong, 4461 Diamond St., duly sworn and has received a
subpoena, 1ncident took place at 5491 Morse St.,, May 9, 1974, her
son, Mark Armstrong was a victim of police abuse, page 655-664;
questions from the panel, page 664-683;

I. Calling to Order
page 626-629;
II. Charles Jiggett
III. Dorothy Armstrong
IV, Rev, Joseph Kirkland

Rev. Joseph Karkland, 1903 Federal St., sworn acknowledges re-
ceiving a subpoena introduction into the "record"” a letter dated
July 27, 1978 to Rep. Joseph Rhodes from Rev. Paul Washington;
reading of statement by Rev. Paul Washington, page 684-687; testai-
mony of Rev. Joseph Kirkland, victim of police abuse incident on
August 4, 1972, page 687-695; gquestions from the panel, page 695-726;
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Saboor Muhammad acknowledges receilving a subpoena, and 1s sworn
victim of police brutality, page 726-730;

Jean Thomas, 5024 Brown St., received subpoena and has been sworn
statement testimony on several encounters with police in Philadel-
phia, page 732-737; questions from the panel, page 737-744;

Esther Edwards, 1905 N. 1l6th St., has received subpoena, and 1s duly
sworn testimony involving encounters with police on February 11, 1977;
and statements as community, page 744-755; questions from the panel,

Marian Dockens, duly sworn, and has received a subpoena, testimony
regarding the manner her son was arrested by Philadelphia Police,

Mr., Jesse Fitzgerald, 552 W. Huntangton St., received subpoena,
incident took place in August of 1965 at 1406 N. Franklin, victim
of a police abuse incident and questions from the panel, page 808-829;

¢, Saboor Muhammad
vI. Jean Thomas
VII, Esther Edwards
page 755-784;
VIII. Marian Dockens
page 785-807;
IX. Mr. Jesse Fitzgerald
X. Mr, Valvis Berzins

Mr. Valvis Berzins has received a subpoena, and has been duly sworn
testimony concerning the police shooting of Rev., Janis Silins,
March 14, 1973; questions from panel, page 829-847.
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REFORE
SURCOMMITTEE ON CRIME ANII CORRECTIONS
OF THE

FENNSYLVANIA HOLISE OF REFRESENFATIVES
JUDICIARY COMMITYEE

ON

ORGANIZED CRIME., FURLIC CORKUI'TION
AN
CIVIL RIGHTS VIULAITIGONS

PRESIDING: CHAIRMAN JOSEFH RHOLDES, JK.
REFRESENTATIVE, ALLEGHENY COUNIY

Gl

PEOFLE’S RAFTIST CHURCH
5039 EALTIMORE AVENUE
FHILADEI.LFHIAr FENNSYLVANIA

[

TESTIMONY FROM
FHASE II: CITIZENS OF CITY OF FHILADELFHIA
REFRESENTATIVES OF ORGANIZATIUNS

FOURTH LAY
WEI'WESDAY» AUGUST 2 1978

e i iy

COHFUTER TRANSCRIFT FIEFARELD EBY?
RAFIDN REFORTING SERVICE:» 1INC.,
SUITE 1102-10y 1405 LUCUSRT LIREKET
FHILADELFHIAY FA., 19102
732-4334
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PRESENT?

ALSO PRESENT:

REP .
REP.
REP.
REF .
REP.
REP.

624

JOSEFPH RHODES: JR.» CHAIRMAN
AlLJIA DUMAS

JOHN F. WHITE: JK.

ELUWARD WIGGINS

HARDY W1LLIAMS

DAVID RICHARDSON

MICHAEL REILLY, ESQ.s CHIEF COUNSEL

VAN RRASWELL» ESQ.» SPECIAL COUNSEL

REF.

JAMES BARRBER
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(2¢10 O’CLOCN F. M.)
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSOM? MAY I HAVE YOUR

ATTENTIONs PLEASE» FOR JUST A MOMENT. I WOULD LIKE TO OPEN
UP THE HEARING SCHEDULED FOR TWOQ O‘CLOCNs RUT THERE 1S SOME
LOGISTICAL FPROBLEM AT THIS FOINT NOT RESOLVEL.

WE ARE GOING TO TANE A FIFTEEN-MINUTE RECESS
IN ORDER TO GET THAT RESOLVED, AND WE WANTED TO LET EVERYONE
HERE KRNOW WHAT THE FROBLEM IS.

MR. BRASWELLs WHO HAS SUBRPDENAS FUR SOME OF
THE WITNESSESs HAS NOT ARRIVED AS YETs AND WE MUST WAIT FOR
HIM BEFORE ANY PERSON TESTIFIES. WE MUST HAVE A SURFOENA
BEFORE THEY CAN TESTIFY TO THE COMMITTEE.

WITH THE INDULGENCE OF THt COMMUNITY HERE»
WE WOULD ASK RESPECTFULLY TO LET US TAKRE THE FIFTEEN-MINUTE
RECESS TO GATHER THE SURPOENAS.

THIS HEARING STANDS IN RECESS FOR FIFTEEN
MINUTES.

(BRIEF RECESS.)
CHAIRMAN RHODES: THE RECESS BEING OVER, THE

SCHEDULED! MEETING OF THE SURCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
REFRESENTATIVES FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA WILL EE

CONVENED .
I AM JOSEFPH RHOLES» CHAIRMAN OF THE
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SURCOMMITTEE. FPRESENT IS REPRESENTATIVE ALJIA DUMAS TO MY
RIGHT: TO MY LEFT IS REFPRESENFATIVE JOHN WHITE: AND TO HIS
LEFT REPRESENTATIVE HARDY WILLIAMS. TO THE RIGHT OF
REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS IS REFRESENTATIVE DAVID RICHARDSON,

I APOLOGIZE FOR EEING LATE. I HOPE YOU WILL
UNDERSTAND THAT I AM FROM PITTSBURGH, AND DON‘T HAVE
RNOWLEDGE OF THE WHEREAROUTS OF STREETS IN THIS CITY.

AT THIS TIME AT THE HEAD TABLE IS QUK CHIEF
COUNSEL» MICHAEL REILLY? SPECIAL COUNSEL, VAN ERASWELL» IS AT
THE DESK.

VAN» WHY DON‘T YOU SIT WITH US?T WE WILL
NEED YOUR AUVICE,

THIS IS A CONTINUATION OF OQUR SUBCOMMITTEE
HEARINGS INMO0 THE CHARGES OF FOLICE EBERUTALITY IN THE CITY OF
FHILADELFHIAs FURSUANT TO OUR RESOLUTION 109y AUTHORIZATION
PASSED LAST JULY OF 1977 IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES OF
PENNSYLVANIAs CHARGING THIS SUBCOMMITTEE TO CONDUCT A
SUBFPOENA-FOWERED INVESTIGATION INM0 ORGANIZED CRIME, OFFICIAL
CORRUFTIONy PURLIC CORRUPTION AND CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS RY
AND ON POLICE.

THIS IS THE SECOND IN A SERIES OF COMMUNITY
HEARINGS THAT THIS SUBCOMMITTEE 1S HOLDING IN THE CITY OF
FHILADELFHIA TO DETERMINE WHETHER THERE ARE CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS BY ANL ON FOLICEr AND WHETHFR OR NOT THERE IS A

REMEDY THAT THE S1ATE OF PENNSYLVANIA SHOULD IMFOSE.
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THIS IS A DULY CONSTITUIED ANM STANDING
COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE: ANV AUYHORIZED UNUVER RESOLUTION 109
TO CONDUCT THESE INVESTIGATIONS. THERE ARE A SERIES OF
WITNESSES WHO HAVE FERSONAL EXFERIENCES CONCERNING POLICE
ABUSE IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIA. THEY WILL RE UNIER
SURFOENAs AND WILL BE TESTIFYING UNDER DATH. I ANWISE ANY
CITIZEN OF THE CITY WHO WISHES TO TESTIFY TO US, YOU WOULD EE
TESTIFYING UNDER OATHs AND' ANYTHING YOU SAY CAN ERE USED
AGAINST YOU ON THE CHARGE OF PERJURY. THAT IS THE BASIC
CONDITION YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAND IN ANY TESTIMONY SO GIVEN TO
THIS SURCOMMITTEE.

DUR FIRST WITNESSES TODAY WILL RE MR,
CHARLES JIGGETT ANDI' Mk. ROBERT MITCHELL WHO WILL EE
TESTIFYING TOGETHER. FEEFORE YOU BEGIN HOWEVERs I WOULL' LIKE
ON BEHALF OF THE SURCOMMITTEE AND REFRESENTATIVE DUMASs TO
EXTEND A VERY KIND' THANKRS TO THE REVEREND MATTHEW WILLIAMS,
WHO IS THE PASTOR OF THIS CHURCH, THE PEOFLES BAFTIST CHURCH:
AND ON BEHALF OF THIS SURCOMMITTEE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES AND THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE»s WE ARE VERY
APPRECIATIVE TO REVEREND WILLIAMS AND THE MEMBERS OF THIS
CHURCH.,

I HAVE ALSO BREEN TOLD TO ANNOUNCE IF IT HAS
NOT ALREADY EEEN ANNOUNCED» THAT THIS BEING A RAPTIST CHURCH»
WE ARE NOT SUPFPOSED TO SMONE IN HERE. SOME OF DUR MEMRERS
WILL PRORABLY PASS OUT WITH THAT FPROHIRITION, RUT FLEASE KEEP
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C. JIGGETT - R. MITCHELL 629

THIS IN MIND.

CHARLES JIGGETT AND ROBERT MITCHELL» SWORN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: DG YOU BOTH ACKNNOWLEDGE YOU

HAVE RECEIVED A& SUBPOENA TO AFPEAR REFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE

TODAY?
MR. JIGGETT? YES.
M. MITCHELL: YES.,
CHAIRMAN RHODES: STATE YOUR NAMES AND

ADDRESSES FOR THE RECORD.

MR, JIGGETT: MY NAME IS CHARLES JIGGETTs 449
NORTH &6TH STREET,

MR, MITCHELL!? RORERT J. MITCHELL» 142 NORTH
HOEART STREET» PHILADELFPHIA.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: wouLD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A
STATEMENT, OR DO YOU HAVE SOME WRITTEN STATEMENT YOU WOULD
LINE TO GIVE US, OR HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO PROCEED?

MR. JIGGETT: I HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO TESTIFY TO
WHAT HAFFENED TO MEs, SO THAT FEOPLE HERE CAN KNOW WHAT TO
EXPECT.,

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! FPULL THE MICROPHONE
CLOSER.

(THE WITNESS SO COMPFLIED.)

MR. JIGGETT!? S0 THAT PEOPLE CAN KNOW WHAT TO
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C. JIGGETT - R+ MITCHELL 630

EXPECT FROM POLICEMEN WHEN CONFRONTED HERE IN THE CITYs AND
YOU DON‘T REALLY BELIEVE IT HAPPENS UNTIL IT DOES HAFFEN TO
YOU.

MR. MITCHELL? I WOULD LINE TO SAY THAT THE
BRUTALITY THAT WAS SHOWN TOWARDS US SHOWS MAN‘S INHUMANITY TO
MANy ESPECIALLY IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENTf THAT IS SUFFOSED TO
RE THE GUARDIANS OF THE LAUW.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHY DON’T YOU FPROCEED, MR,

JIGGETT.
MR. JIGGETT:? THIS FARTICULAR INCIDENT OCCURRED

ON MEMORIAL DAY -- MEMORIAL DAY NIGHT» AROUT 1969-70 THAT IT
OCCURRED» AND ROBERT MITCHELL AND Iy WE WERE GOING BACK
TOWARDS WEST FHILLY FROM A DANCE THAT WAS BEING HELD AT THE
SHERATON HOTEL. IT WAS SOMEWHERE ARDUNDR THREE-FOUR IN THE

MORNING »
CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHAT WAS THAT MONTH?
MR. JIGGETT? IN MAY» MEMORIAL DAY. WE WERE

GOING PACK TOWARDS WEST PHILADELFHIA ANMD WE WERE GOING TO GET
ON THE TRAIN AT FIFTEENTH AND MARKRET. WE WERE WALNING DOWN
THE STEPS OF THE TRAIN STATIONs AND THIS COF WAS STANDING
THERE WITH HIS [OGs AND HE WAS JUST STANDING THERE WITH THF
DOGy AND THE DOG STARTED BARKINGs MAKRING A LOT OF NOISE AS WE
WERE WALKNING DOWN THE STEPS. 1 JUST SAID TO THE DOG "YOU
BRETTER STOF BARKING» RECAUSE OUR TAXES FAY FOR YQOUR DOG FOOD*

AND NEFT ON WALRKRING.
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C. JIGGETT - R, MITCHELL 631

WE APPROACHED THE TURNSIYLEs AND AFTER WE
HAD PAID, MARVIN RAFRIN AND HIS DOG -- I BELIEVE HIS NAME IS
HOBO» IF I AM NOT MISTAREN» HE SAID WE WERE UNDER ARREST.

NOs I THINKN AT FIRST HE SAIDy °"HOW WOULD
YOU LINE IT IF LET THE DOG LOOSE ON YOUs® AND THEN I SAIDs
*ILL BET YOU WOULLD REALLY LIKNE YO DO THAT», WOULDN’T YOU?*
THEN WE CROSSED THROUGH THF TURNSIYLEF AS WE GOT ON THE OIHER
SIDE OF THE TURNSTYLEs HE SAIDs °"YOU’RE UNDER ARRES1." I
IGNORED HIM AND' AEPT ON WALKING. I SAW NO REASON WHY I
SHOULD EBE UNDER ARREST, HE SAID IT AGAINs AND I SAIDs °*FOR
WHAT?®* HE DIDN‘T SAY ANYTHING OTHER THAN °*YOU’RE UNDER
ARREST" AGAIN.

HE WAS AFFROACHING: COMING FROM THE
TURNSTYLE ON THE OTHER SIDE, AND I JUST TURNED ANL SAID, *1
WILL BE UNIER ARREST.® I DIDN‘T FEEL LIKNE REING HASSLED FROM
THE COPS. AS HE APPROACHED US HE HAD HIS NIGHT STICN OUT: HE
HIT MITCHELL WITH HIS NIGHT SYICKhs, AND AFTER HE STRUCK
MITCHELL WITH HIS NIGHT STIChs HE WENT TO SWINGING BACK AT
THAT COF. HE HAD NO REASON TD STOP US.

I GRABEED MITCHELLF I SAIDsy °DON’T DO THAT.®
AFTER I RESTRAINED HIM -- HE TOLD THE CASHIER IN THE ROOTH TO
PUT IN AN ASSIST OFFICER CALL, AFTER THAT HME STRUCK MF.
WHERE THE DOG WAS AT THAT POINT, I DON’T RFMEMRERs RUT THE
IOG WAS THERE, AND I KNOW HE STRUCK ME. AFTER HE STRUCKN Mk

HE PUSHED ME BACN IN THE PHONE ROOTH. THAT IS THE TIME THEY
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C. JIGGETT -~ R+ MITCHELL 632

WERE RUILDING DOWN AT CITY HaLLs DOING ALLL THAT CONSTRUCTION
WORK. SO BY THAT TIME A BUNCH OF OTHER COFS CAME DOUNy AT
LEAST TEN» TUWELVE OF THEM AT THAT TIME.

WHILE RAFKIN HAD MEs WAS EEATING ON ME» THE
OTHER COPS JUMPED ON MITCHELL» AND THEY WERE BEATING HIM ALL
OVER THE HEAD» AROUND THE BACK LINE —-- TEN: TWELVE OF THEM»
FOR SOME REASON., I DIDN’T GET THAT BEATEN AS BADLY AS
MITCHELL DID.

MR, MITCHELL:? AS BAD AS THE BEATING WAS THAT
WAS INFLICTED ON MEs AFTER THEY HAD HANUCUFFED HE AND SO
FORTHy I WASN’T UNCONSCIOUS; THEY WERE TANING ME UP THE
STAIRS, JIGGETT WAS HANDCUFFEL» ANU THERE WAS THREE OR FOUR
OFFICERS WITH DNOGS AND THE DUGS WEREN’'T OFF THE LEASH3 THEY
WERE ATTACKING JIGGETT WITH HIS HANDS CUFFED BEHIND HIM.
THERE WAS NO WAY TO DO ANYTHING TO DEFEND HIMSELF. THAT IS
THE MOST VICIOUS CASE I HAVE EVER SEEN.
MR. JIGGETT: THEY WERE REATING ON MITCHELL.»

LIKE I SAID. I DIDN’T FALL ON THE GROUNDSF MITCHELL WAS DOWN
ON ONE KNEE. I WAS YELLING TO STOP IT. AFTER THE MELEE WAS
OVER: THEY WERE SATISFIED THEY HAD BEATEN US ENOUGHs I GUESS,
AND MITCHELL ‘S HEAD WAS A BLOODY MESS -— WE DID HAVE A
PICTURE WHEN IT FIRST HAFPENEDs I DON‘T KRNOW WHERE THE
PICTURES ARE NOUW:; I1 WAS SO LONG AGOD.

THEY TOOR US UPSTAIRS IN THE COURTYARD:»

BECAUSE OF ALL THE CONSTRUCTION THAT WAS THERE: AND IT WAS
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C. JIGGETT - R. MITCHELL 633

THREE OR FOUR IN THE MORNINGs NO ONE ELSE COULD SEE MY HANDS
WERE CUFFED. WE WERE STANDING IN THE COURTYARD ANM THEY WERE
BEATING ON MITCHELL, INTD THE WAGON., BUT ANYWAY, HY HANDS
WERE CUFFED REHIND ME AND THREE OFFICERS -- TWOs INCLUMING
RAFAIN} HE IS THE ONE I REMEMBER MOST AND REST.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WHAT WAS H1S NAME?

MR. JIGGETT: MARVIN RAFKIN. I DON‘T ANOW IF
IT’S KN=I-N-D3 I‘'M NOT SURE. HIS DOG’'S NAME IS HORO. HE AND
THOSE TWw OTHER OFFICERS WERE STANDING THERE WITH THEIR DOGS,
AND TELLING THEIR DOGS TO BITE ME BECAUSE I HAD! MY HANDS
CUFFED REHIND ME, I WAS TRYING TO MOVE AND THEY WERE BRITING
ME IN THE BACN OF THE KNEES AND MY LEGS» ANU ARQUND MY
TESTICLESy AND ON THE SIDE. THEY TORE MY CLOTHES OFF ME.
THEN THEY TOOKN MITCHELL TO THE HOUSPITAL, AND THEY TOON ME TO
THE POLICE ST1ATION. I THINN IT’S THE ONE ON PENNSYLVANIA AND
J+F+h, BOULEVARD, WHEREVERs AND WHILE I WAS THERE IN THE
POLICE STATIONy THERE WAS A DETECTIVE WHO WNS GUING THROUGH
MY WALLET» AND ALL THIS STUFF. HE CAME ACROSS SOME PICTURES
OF TWO GIRLSs AND GOT TO ASKING ME ABOUT THEMr AND I WAS
SCARED GOING INIMO THE POLICE STATIONs AND GOING UK THE STEFS,
RAFKIN SAW FIT TO BEAT ME UP THE STEFS A COUPLE OF TIMES
WHILE MY HANDS WERE CUFFED BEHIND ME. I WAS FRETTY WELL
SCARED> WHAT THEY WERE GOING TO DO NEXT.

THEY TOON ME 7O A CELL? RAFNIN ESCORTED ME

TO0 A CELL., HE LEFT THEM CUFFED IN BACKN OI ME,» ANU MADE SURE
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C. JIGGETT - R+ MITCHELL 634

THE HANDCUFFS WERE TIGHT», TO CUT OFF THE ClRCULATION. AFTER
I WAS IN THE CELL, WITH THE HANDCUFFS ON MEs THEN I KEPT
YELLING TO ONE OTHER COF WHO CAME DOWN, AND I ASKED HIM TO
TANE THE CUFFS OFF» WHICH HE DID» AND AROUM FIFTEEN MINUTES
LATERs RAFRIN CAME BACK IN AGAINs ANL FPUT THE CUFFS EACK ON
THE SECOND TIME. HE SHUT THEM AS TIGHT AS HE COULDN POSSIELY
GET THEM. IT STAYED THAT WAY FORs I GUESS, A HALF HOUR OR SO
UNTIL THE OTHER COP CAME AND TOOK THEM OFF. AND THAT’S I7.
THEN THE NEXT DaYs I WENT TO LANKENAU
HOSPITAL., I KNEW THEY COULDN’T REALLY DO ANYTHING FOR MEs
BUT I WANTED THEM TO TAKE NOTE THERE WERE DOG BITES THERE I
HAD RECEIVEN. I SAVED THE CLOTHES I HAD' ON -~ I HAD TO THROW

THOSE CLOTHES AWAY.
WHEN WE GUT TO THE COURTROOM» MITCHELL HAD A

SEFARATE TRIAL. RAFRIN EXFLAINED -- IT WAS JUDGE WRIGHT. A
BLACN JUDGE -- RAFKIN EXPLAIN WHAT HE SAID WAS GOING ONs ANV
WHILE MY LAWYER WAS QUESTIONING RAFKIN» HE FIRST ASNED RAFNIN
WHAT WERE WE DOING TO ATTRACT HIS ATTENTION TO US TO BEGIN
WITH. RAFKIN COULIN’T THINK OF ANYTHING ELSE BUT TO SAY:
*THEY WERE MOVING FUNNY® -— YOU ANOWr HOW NIGGERS ARE.

MR. MITCHELL: HE ALLS0 SAIDy WE CURSED AT THE
CASHIER., SHE LATER TESTIFIED WE DIDN’T.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? WAS THE CASHIER AY

THE TRIAL?

MR, MITCHELL? YES.,
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C. JIGGETT - R. MITCHELL 655

t.HAlkMAN RHODES!? WHAT WERF YOU CHARGED WITH?

MR. JIGGETT: ASSAULT AND BRATTERY» RESISTING
ARRESTs DISORDERLY CONLUCTs BREACH OF FPEACE. RAFAIN TOLH THE
JUDGE WE TORE HIS SHIRT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! WERF YDU CHARGEL' WITH ASSAULTINCG
AN OFFICER?

MR, JIGGETT: YESs ASSAULT AND RATTERY CHARDGES
ANDL BREACH OF FEACEs LINE I SAID. THe JUUGE ASGKED RAFRIN --—

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! ASSAULT AND BATTERY

AND ASSAULT AND BATTERY ON A POLICE OFFICER ARE SUFARATE

THINGS.
MR, JIGGETT? ASSAULT AaND BATTERY ON AN
UOFFICER.
MR. MITCHELL? SIMPLE ASSAULT ON AN OFFICER.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? REFORE YOU GO ON WITH YOUR

NARRATIONy THERE WAS ONE FOINT YOU HaD LLFT HANGING THAT I
WANT TO CLARIFY. YOU SAID THE OIFICER NOTICED TWO FPILTUKRES

OF GIRLS IMN YOUIL WALLETs AND YOU DIDN’T SAY WHAT HAFFEMNED AT

THAT FOINT.

MR+ JIGGETT: THE WAY Ht WAS QUISTIONING ME
ABOUT THE PICTURES IT SCAREN MI'¢ IV MADRE MF THINN HE UAS
GOING TO DO SOMETHING ELSE. THEY WAS TWO FICTURES O TWO
WHITE GIRLS I RNEW, ANDY THE OFFICER WAS WHITEs ANM THE COF
WAS THERE AT THE FOLICE STATION, HE WAS WHITEs AND IN A VERY

MENACING WAY HE WAS ASKING ME AROUT THEM.
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C. JIGGETT - R. MITCHELL 636

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WHAT WAS HE ASNING YOU?

MR. JIGGETT? WHO WERE THEY: IT WAS NONE OF HIS
BUSINESSs I DON‘T THINN HE HaAD ANY RIGHT TO GO THKOUGH MY
WALLET.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THAT IS8 OFFICER RAFNIN®

MR. JIGGETT: NOy THIS WAS ANOTHER COF.

REPRESENTATIVE [WUMAS! WHO WAS THE DETECTIVE
WHO WAS INVESTIGATING?

MR. JIGGETT!? I DON‘T NNOW HIS NAME. THE
REASON THAT 1 RELATE THAT INCIDENT, IT WAS THE WAY HE DID IT»
IT WAS IN A MENACING WAY AND SCARY TO ME, I THOUGHT QF
SAYING THAT SOMERODY STUCN THEM IN THERE OR SOMETHING. THIS
IS PART OF THE HARASSMENT FROCESS YOU GO THROUGH AFTER YOU
GET ARRESTED.

AFTER HE ASKED HIM WHY DID HE STOF TO ARREST

MEs HE SAID I WAS MOVING FUNNY», ANDI THEN HE ASKED RAFKIN IF
FEOFPLE EVER SAID ANYTHING TO THE DOGs IF THEY EVER SFORE TO
THE DOG. RAFKRIN SAID YESs AND JUST TODAY» I WAS WALKING MY
DOGSs AND A MAN SAID SOMETHING TC THEM. FEOPLE ALWAYS SAY
SOMETHING LINE THIS. HE SAID IS THERE ANY REASON FOR HIM TO
BE ARRESTEDr AND RAFKRIN SHOON HIS HEAD> AND THE JULGE SAID TO
RAFNINs HE SAIDs IT SEEMS RATHER UNUSUAL THAT A MAN WITH NO
GUNs WHO ISN’T A CRIMINALy HASN‘T A CRIMINAL RECORD, WOULD
ATTACK YOUr AND YOU HAVE A NIGHT S1IChs A GUN AND A DUG. AND

RAFNIN SAIDy YESs SIR» I RNOWs BUT THAT IS WHAT HE UID. EVEN
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C. JIGGETT - R. MITCHELL &37

THE JUDGE WOULDN‘T RELIEVE THAT A RATIONAL MINLED FERSON
WOQULD DO SOMETHING L1KE THAT, WHICH I DIIN‘T. IT WAS THAT
RAFKRIN FELT LIKE BEATING UF ON SOGMERODY THAT EVENING: AND 1
WAS THERE. THAT WAS WHAT I CONCLULEDN FROM THE ENTIRE
INCIDENT. AND WHEN THE CASE WAS DLCIDEIy I WAS FOUNDT NOT
GUILTY: AND ALSO THE JULGE ASKED ME» SAID YOU WON'T ERING A
SUIT AGAINST THE FPOLICE» AND THAT WAab Palkl OF THE THING: aAlL
THAT STUFF. IT REALLY MALE ML DISGUSTED WITH THE WHOLE
SYSTER.

CHAIRMAN RHCDES?: WHAT DO YOU MEaANy FART O 1HE

THING®
MR, JIGGETT: IN OTHFR WORDS, THRRE WOULD EBF NO

VIGORQUS FROSECUTION AROUT ANYTHING THAT HAFFENEDs ERUT ALSO
THEY DIDN‘T WANT ME TO FURSUE THE MATTER.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: DID THE JULGE ASK YOU
THAT QUESTION BEFORE HF ANNODUNCED HIS DECISION?

Mk, JIGGETT: HE DLDN‘T ACTUAI LY ASK: IT WaS
MORE LIKNE AN ANVISEMENT.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE:! TO THe BEST OF YOUR
RECOLLECTION, WHaT UID HE SAY®

MR, JIGGETT! WHAT HE SAIDl WAS SIMFLY» WELL.
WE‘LL DROFP ALIL HE CHARGES IF YOU DON‘T FRESS ANYTHINGs AND
MY LANYER I HAD AT THE TIMEs I SWITCHEDR LAMYERSs HE SAID.
YESy OhAY. LOOKRED AT mME -——

CHAIRMAN RHOLES! THIS IS THF JUUGE OR THE
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PROSECUTING AI1TORNEY?

MR, JIGGETT: THERE WASN’T A PROSECUTING
ATTORNEY THERE THAT I CAN REMEMBER. NO FROSECUTING ATTORNEY
ASKED ME ANYTHING,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WaS THIS A TRIAL OR A
FRELIMINARY HEARING?

MR+ JIGGETT! IF HE WAS THERE: HE DIDN‘T ASK ME
ANYTHING.,

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: WAS Il AN A.R.D.
FROGRAM OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT?

MR. JIGGETT? I DON‘T QUITE UNDERSTANI.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? WAS I1 A FRETRIAL
DISPOSITION OR SUPFOSED TO EE A TRIAL®

MR. JIGGETT? THIS WAS» I THINN» A PRETRIAL. 1
DON‘T REALLY —— I HAD ONE HEARING W1TH ONE LAWYER.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? YOU WEREN‘T LISTED
FOR TRIAL®

MR. JIGGETT: THIS IS ALL THE CHARGES AGAINST
ME» WERE JUST DISMISSED: AS FAR AS THE COURT AND EVERYONE
ELSE WAS CONCERNEDs IT WAS TO EE FORGIVEN.

M. MITCHELL?: I WENT TO TRIAL; THERE WAS A LOT
OF DIISCREPANCIES FOUNL IN THE OFFICER’S TESTIMONY.

CHAIRMAN RMODES: THE SAME CHARGES?

MKk, MITCHELL: SAME CHARGESs ONLY THE OFFICER

SAID I ATTACKED HIM., NOW: HE WAS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT MEs


koboyle
Rectangle


tJ

ol

b BN S R 4 I 4

C. JIGGETT - R+ MITCHELL 4639

WHEREASy WHEN HE FIRST SAID WE WERE UNDER ARRES1» ANL --
MR. JIGGETT? HE WAS UNLER ARREST, THEN HF
SAIDs YOU ARE ROTH UNDER ARRESTs AND WHEN WE WENT TO TRIAL:»

LINE I SAIDs THEY FOUND MANY DISCREFANCIES.

MR. MITCHELL:? I RECEIVED A YEAR’S FPROBATION:
WHEREAS --

CHAIRMAN RHODES?: YOU WERE CONVICTED®"

MR+ MITCHELL: YES.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: ON WHICH CHARGES?

R, MITCHELL:? ASSAULT AND BATTERY ON A FOLICE
OFFICER.,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: I'ID THEY MANE THE SAME OFFER

THAT IF YOU WOULD NOT PRESS CHARGES» YDU WOULDN’T SERVE TIMk,

ONLY ON PROBATION?

MR, MITCHELL: ND.

CEHAIRMAN RHODES: WAS If THE SAME JUDGE?
MR, MITCHELL: NOsy I DON‘T BELIEVE SO.
REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: DO YOU REMEMBRER THE

JUDGE THAT YOU HAD?
HR. MITCHELL? OFFHANDy I REALLY NON’T.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: IS THAT THE EXTENF OF THE
TESTIMONY THAT YOU WANP TO GI1VE THE COMMIITEE AT THIS FOINT?

MK. JIGGETT: YES.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? HAVE YOU HAD ANY OTHER

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE PHILADELFHIA POLICE FORCE IN PHILANELFHIA
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COUNTY» THAT WERE SIMILAR TO THAT?

MR. JIGGETT? YES., ONE DAY I WAS STANDING -- I
LIVE AT &61ST AND GIRARDs AND I WAS WALKNING UP GIRARD AVENUE

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WHEN WAS THIS?

MR. JIGGETT: I DON'T REMEMEER EXACTLY WHEN IT
WwAaS. IT WAS A COLD DAY.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WHAT YEAR?

MR, JIGGETT: I ON’T RECALL WHAT YEAR. THIS
WAS ANOTHER INCIDENT: NOT NEARLY AS BADr JUST A FORM OF
HARASSMENT. I DON‘T REMEMBER EXACTLY THE YEAR IT HAFPENED.
I DO REMEMEER IT WAS A COLD DAYs AND I WALKED UF GIRARD
AVENUE TO 60TH STREET. I WAS STANDING THEREs» LOONING FOR
SOMEONE. I HAD MY HAND IN MY POCKETS BECAUSE IT WAS A COLL
PAY, THIS COP SAYSs, *HEY YOU,* I DIDN’T KNOW WHO HE WAS
TALNING TOs SO I DIIDN‘T RESFOND TO *HEY YOU.® HF CAME COVER
TO ME AND SAIDRs “HEY YOUy I‘M TALNKING TO YOU.* I SAID,
'WHAT ‘S WRONG?®* HE SAIDs "FUT YOUR HANDS UF AGAINST THE
WAaLL? I AM GOING TO SEARCH YOU,* I SAIDs *NO» I‘M NOT., YOU
ARE NOT G60ING TO SEARCH ME.® I REFUSED TO DO IT. I SIMHLY
TOLD HIM TO SEARCH ME -~ HE COULD TANE ME UP TO THE STATION
HOUSE AND SEARCH ME, AND HE SAID THE REASOM HE SAIDIN SOMETHING
TO HME IS BECAUSE I HAD MY HANDS IN MY FPOCNETS, AND AFPARENTLY
IT DIDN'T MATTER -- HE TOOR ME TO THE FOLICE STATION. AS A

MATTER OF FACTs HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW WENT AROUND TO MY HOUSE
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AND INFORMED SOMEQONE IN MY FaMILY. ONE OF THE COFS WHO Wav
BREHINDI THE DESN, I ANEW WHO HE WASs ANL HI® 70LL THE GUY Tu
LEAVE ME ALONE. I WENT DN BACK HOML.
BUT SUCH FORMS OF HARARCHMENT Akl QUITE

COMMON. I KNOW A LOT OF PEGQGPLE IN MY NEIGHBRORHOOD' WHO HAVE
REEEN HARASSED BY FOLICE, ANL AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE FGLICE
STATION Al 618T AND HAVERFORD IS WHERE THEY SAID A YOUNG
BLACKR MAN HUNG HIMSELF FOR GETTING A TRAFFIC TICKRET. THAT’S
THE VERY SAME FOLICE STATION.

LHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU. HMRK. WMITCHELL, DO
YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO ADD BEFDRE Wk OF'EN TOD QUESTIONS?

MR, MITCHELL:? NOT TO MY TESTIMONY, EBUT I1 HAS
RECOME LIKE A WAY OF LIFE} IT HAS RECOME ACCEFTABLE THAT
WHITE FOLICE ARE IN RLACK COMMUNITIEL. YOU DON‘T SEE BLACK
FOLIEEMEN IN THE NORTHEAST DOING THIS.

Mke JIGGETTS I NNOW IT HAS EBEEN SAILD BEFORF»
BUT RIZZO» WHC WAS FOLICE COMMISSIONER AT THe TIME» AS FAR AS

THINGS GUs HE WILL LET THINGS LINE THAT HAFFEN. AS FAR AS I

AM CONCERNEDs RIZZO IS TO FHILADELFHIA WHAT IDI AMIN IS TO UGANDA.
CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU. ARE THUOKRL

QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE®
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?
W Mk, MITCHELL» AND Mk. JIGGETT» THANN YOU FOR

YOUR TESTIMONY., MY LINE OF QUESTIONING WILL SPECIFICALLY

ADDRESS ITSELF TO WHETHER YOU FILED ANY CIVIL CORFLAINT AITFR

YOU WERE FOUND NOT GUILTY. MR. JIGGETT?
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A NDy I DIDN‘T. I WANIED TO» BUT FIRST OF ALL
I DIDN’T REALLY HAVE THE MONEY FOR THE LAWYER AT THE TIME TO
FILE A COMPLAINT; TO BE PERFECTLY HONEST» I DION‘T THINK
ANYTHING WOULD RE DONE ABOUT IT.

Q. DO YOU FEEL THAT THE CITY IS NO PLACE TO GO
TO GET THE NIND OF TREATMENT AND RESFPONSE THAT YOU SHOULD
RELATIVE TO THE POLICE PROBLEM» IN THE C1TY OF PHILARELFPHIA®

A WELL» THE APATHY TOWARDS THE SITUATION IS
SUCH THAT FEOPLE VERY RARELY BOTHER TO COMFLAIN», BECAUSE THEY

FEEL THAT NO ACTION WOULD BE PURSUEL,
Q. ALSOs WHAT I AM ASKING IS WHETHER OR NOT

THERE IS A VEHICLE TO WHICH PEOPLE CAN GOs THAT IS READILY
AVAILABLE FOR THEM IN THE EVENT THAT THIS MIGHT OCCUR TO
THEM» THAT THEY COULD GO COMPLAIN 707

A NO.

Q. WAS THERE ANY FPARTICULAR THING THAT YOU CAN
REMEMBER THE POLICE WERE SAYING WHILE THE DOG WAS RITING?
ANY RACIAL SLURS. ANY NIND OF CURSING? WHAT WERE THE FOLICE
SAYING TO YOU DURING THIS PERIOD OF TIME®

A THEY WEREN‘T SAYING ANYTHING# THEY WERE
LAUGHING., I DNON‘T REMEMBER THEM SAYING RACIAIL. SLUKS OK
ANYTHING? THEY WERE LAUGHING.

q. HOW DID THEY SIC THE [OGS ON YOU<?

A, THEY HAD THE DOUGS ON RESTRAINING LEASHES

SHORT LEASHES. THEY WERE GOINGsy °"GET HIM®, URGING THEM»
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FRODDING THEM ON» ANU THUT DOCS WERF JUST BITING.

Q. HOW LONC WOULn YOU SAY THEY KIT ON YOU”
A rod LONG.
Q. I KNOW? I UNUMERSTANlIY. BUT FOR THE RECORIty I

AM TRYING TO GET AN AI'PROXIMATE TIME.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! FIVE MINUTES» TEN MINUTES?

MR. JIGGETT: AROUT TWO» THREE MINUTES.,

REFPRESENTFATIVL. RICHARDSON?

Q. AFTER THE DOLS BIT YOQUs WHERF WAS Mk.
MITCHELL AT THAT TIME®

A, THEY FUT HIM IN THE WAGON: LINE I SAlDl, THEY
HEAT HIM INTO THE WAGON.

Q. WOULD YOU FEEL THAT THIS IS THE NINDs AN
ONGOING KRIND OF ATTITULE THAT FERSISTS IN THIS TOWN RFILEVANT
TO THE FOLICE DEPARTHENT S ATTITUDE TMARBS THE COMMUNITY?

COuLD YOU GIVE US THE OVERALL AffITULLE OF THF FOLICE

LEFARTMENT IN THE CITY OF FHILAVLCLFHIA RELEVANT 7O THf CITIZENRY?

A WELL» I CAN‘T FPERSONALLY THINKN OF —-- NONF
THAT I KNOW OFs ND ONE THaAT I EVER HEARD AROU{ SFEAKS
FAVORABLY IN THE BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS. 1 HAVE NEVER
ENCOUNTERELD' ELACN FERSONS WHD SFEAN FAVORABRLY ARQUT FOLICE IN
THIS CITY. I MOVED T8 ATLANTA ANLI HADR BEEN THERE FOUR YEARS
GOING TO SCHOOL. THERE IS ONE THING I W(LI. WARN FEQFLE WHEN
THEY DO COME TO THIS CITY. [ WILL WARN FEDFLE ARQUT THH

FOLICE. I AM VERY SERIUUS
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ABOUT THAT.

Q. WHY?

A. BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY DID TO ME. I WARN
THEM .,

MR, MITCHELL? YOU SEE» YOU HAVE REFPUTABLE
WITNESSES TO A FOLICE BEATINGs AND THEY CAN BE INTIMIDATED.
AND COERCED INTO CHANGING THEIR TESTIMONYs ANb SO FORTH.
THAT DISCOURAGES PEOPLE FROM COMING FORWARD TO TESTIFY.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? WHICH CASE ARF. YOQU
REFERRING TOv

MR. MITCHELL: THE CASE IN SOCIETY HILL WHERE
HE WENT THROUGH A RED LIGHT. REPUTABLE WITNESSESs BLACKN AND
WHITE, WERE THERE. WHEN SOMETHING LINE THAT COMES FORTH,
THAT EVEN REFUTABLE WITNESSESs CITIZENS ARE DISCOURAGED, IT
DISCOURAGES EVERYBODIY. WHAT WEIGHT DOES MY TESTIMONY HAVE.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

Q. I WANT TO GET INTO THE REASONS OF HAVING
THOSE COMMUNITY MEETINGS» AS TO YOUR SFECIFIC OFINION AS TO
WHO RUNS THE PHILADELFPHIA FPOLICE DEPARTMENTy HERE IN THE CITY
OF PHILADELPHIA® IS IT MAYOR RIZZO OR COMMISSIONER O‘NtILL?

MR, MITCHELL: THAT IS A RHETORICAI. QUESTION.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!: THE POINT IS WELL TAKEN.
MR. JIGGETT? THERE IS NO DOURT IN MY MIND, THE

POLICE ARE ENCOURAGED TO I'0 WHAT THEY DO BY RIZZO. AS LONG

AS RIZZO IS GOING TO BE IN FOWER, HE IS GOING TO LET THE
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POLICE RUN ROUGHSHOD AND YOU CAN SAY -- WELLs LET ME PUT If
THIS WAYs RIZZO TOOK A LIE DETECTOR TEST» AND HE LIEDy AND
THE F.O0.F. WILL NOT ALLOW THE FOLICE TO TAKE LIE DLTECTOR
TESTS. I WOULD TANE A& LIE DETECTOR TEST IF RAFKIN WOULD GET
UP HERE AND TARE THE SAME., RIZZO BASICALLY LIED; WHAT DO YOU

EXPECT HS MEN TO DO.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

Q. WHAT DO YOU THINK THIS SURCOMMITTEE ON CRIME
AND CORRECTIONS COULD DOs IN ORDER TO REALLY GET DNOUN» TO
RESOLVING THE SERIOUS QUESTION OF POLICE VIOLENCE HERE IN THE
CITY OF PHILADELFHIA®?

A WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO SEE DONEs IS FOR THOSE
COPS TO BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL. IF WE CAN RE BROUGHT TO TRIAL»
IF WE CAN BE MADE TO TELL THE TRUTH UNDER OATH -- AND I HAVE
NEVER SEEN A BIGGER LIAR THAN RAFKINs, AND HE FLACED HIS HAND
ON THE SAME RIBLE THAT I LID -— HE SWORE THAT WE PROVOKNED
HIMy THAT MITCHELL ATTACKED HIM: ANU AFTER WHAT HE SAID TO US
== I THINK THAT THE COPS SHOULD RE MADE TO TANE THE LIE
DETECTOR TEST THE SAME AS THE PEOPLE ACCUSING THEM ARE
WILLING TO TAKE THEM.

ALSO SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE: THERE IS A

CONFLICT OF TESTIMONY: SOMEBODY ISN’T TELLING THE TRUTH» AND
THE TRUTH IS SUPPOSED TU BE WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT. JUSTICE
SHOULD TAKE OFF THE BLINDFOLD AND LOOK AND SEE WHAT IS GOING

ON IN HER NAME. THAT LADY WOULD BE INFURIATED.
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CHAIRMAN RHODES?: REPRESENFATIVE DUMAS, DO YOU
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: JUST A FEUW.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!?

Q. MR+ MITCHELL s ACCORDING TO YOUR TESTIMONY:,
YOU FEEL AS THOUGH YOU WERE WRONGLY CHARGEDs THAT YOU WERE
INNOCENT OF THE CRIME THAT YOU WERE CONVICTED FORs IS THAT
CORRECT"?

A, THAT IS CORRELT.

Q. AFTER HAVING BEEN FOUND GUILTY RY THE JUDGEs
DID YOU SEEN ANY APPEAL?

A, NO. ORIGINALLY WE APPLIED FOR APPEAL TO THE
AMERICAN CIVIL LIEBERTIES UNIONs AND THAT WAS A COMPLETE WASTE
OF TIME AS FAR AS I AM CONCERNED.

Q. WHAT WAS THEIR RESFONSE?

A THEIR RESPONSE WAS THAT Wt HAVE MANY CASES
LIKE THATs WE WILL GET TO YOU WHEN WE CAN., I NEVER PURSUED
IT AFTER THAT.

Q. DID YOU EVER THINR OF SEERING PRIVATE
COUNSEL"

A IF I COULD HAVE AFFORDED IT.

Q. DID YOU THINN OF IT?

Al YES. 1 WORKED FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROI

EOARDy THIS IS ON MY RECORD» BUT FORTUNATELYs IT DIDN'T HAVE

ANY ADVERSE EFFECT, ANY TIME I GO TO GET A JOR OF SOME SORY»
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THOUGH, THIS IS ON THE RECORD.

MR. JIGGETT?: AT THE TIME THIS INCIIENT
OCCURREDy I WAS SUFPOSED TO START WORNING FOR THE INTERNAL
REVENUE SERVICE, BUT BECAUSE OF THIS INCIDENT, I DID HAVE TO
PUT THAT DOWN ON THE APFLICATION. QND-I NEVER D1IN GET THAT
JOE. IT IS SOMETHING THAT EVEN NOW: WHEN I GO TO AFPLY FOR A
JOE I HAVE T0 DO. IT REALLY RANKLES ME THAT I HAVE TO PN
DOWN SOMETHING EVEN THOUGH IT OCCURRED A LONG TIME AGOD. I AM
STILL FAYING FOR IT.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: I AM DEFNITELY FROUD! OF
YOU HERE TODAY., I AM SORRY TO HEAR OF THE TERRIELE
EXPERIENCES YOU HAD WITH THE FOLICEs BUT BY YOU TELLING THIS
STORY», IT MIGHT HELF US TO COME FORTH WITH SOME TYFE OF LAW
THAT WILL FROFIT SOME OTHERS FROM GOING THROUGH THE SAME
THING AGAIN.

I WANT TO THANN YOU FOR YOUR TESTIMONY.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? I WOULDN LINE TO ACKNOWLEDGE
THE FRESENCE OF REFPRESENTATIVE EIWARD WIGGINS: WHO IS A
MEMEBER OF THIS SUBCOMMITTEE», FROM PHILALELFHIA.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMSS 1T IS MY
UNDERSTANDING THAT NEITHER ONE OF YOU GENTLEMEN HAD A
CRIMINAL RECORD?

MR. MITCHELL: I HAL ONE.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! I AM INTERESTED IN

THE CHARGES IT WAS ASSAULT AND RATTERY ON A FOLICE OFFICER. I
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THINN AT THAT TIME. WE DIDN’T HAVE WHAT WE NOW HAVE IN THE
LAWs FROM THE CRIMES CODEs WAS CHANGED BY THE STATE
LEGISLATURE., IT INCREASELD! THE FPENALTY FOR ASSAULT AND
BEATTERY» IF THAT ASSAULT AND BATTERY OCCURRED' IN THE FROCESS
OF AN OFFICER MAKNING AN ARREST, SO THAT IF TODAYs A PERSON
WAS CHARGED WITH ASSAULT AND RATTERY ON A POLICE OFFICER
DURING THE FROCESS, THEY WOULD BE CHARGED WITH A FELONY.

IF THE SAME THING OCCURRED ERETWEEN FRIVATE
CITIZENSs IT WOULD BE A MISDEMEANOR, BUT MERELY BECAUSE 11
WAS A POLICE OFFICER, IT IS NOW A FELONY. THAT WAS A CHANGE
IN THE LAW TO MANE IT A FELONY TO MAKE SURE THOSE MORE
SERIOUS CRIMES ARE TREATED THAT WAY.

WHAT YOU GENTLEMEN» IF WHAT YOU SAY IS TRUE,
THAT IN FACT, YOU DID' NOTHING, THE LAW WILL PENALIZE YOU EVEN
MORE TODAY ERECAUSE OF THIS FOLICE OFFICERs AND WE HAVE

CHANGED THE LAW TO MAKNE IT THAT WAY.
IT SEEMS TO ME FROM WHAT YOU ARE STATINGy

THAT IF IN FACT, THE POLICEMAN IS LESS THAN TRUTHFUL, LYING

AROUT SOMETHING LIKE ASSAULT AND BATTERY» AND HFE IMFOSES UFON

A CITIZEN A FELONY WHICH IN FACT, HASN’'T BEEN COMMITTERD:

WOULD YOU THINh» THEREFORE, THE CHANGE IN THE LAW WHICH MAKES

THE MERE FACT THAT THE POLICE OFFICER IS INVOLVEDs THAT MAKES

IT A FELONY: IS A EAD LAWY EECAUSE Ii CAN RE USED AND ARUSED?
MR. JIGGETT? YES., LET ME COMMENT ON THIS.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? DO YOU THINN IT IS
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TRUE?

MR. JIGGETT: YES.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! LET ME GO ON. FROM
YOUR TESTIMONY, I GOT FROM ONE Of YOU» THE IDEA THAT YOUR
BLACN HERITAGE HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH THOSE EVENTS. IS
THAT TRUE DR NOT?

MR. JIGGETT: I BELIEVE SO0.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: YOU FURTHER STATED», I
BELIEVE, YOU DON’T RNOW ANY ELACN PERSON -- I DOUN‘T THINWN IT
IS ACCURATE -~ BUT YOU DON’T KNOW ANY BLACKR FPEDFLE WHO WOULD
SFEAN NINDLY OF THE FOLICE.

MR. JIGGETT: THATS RIGHI, I DON‘T KNOW OF
ANY .

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? ARE YOU EXPRESSING RY
THAT THAT MINORITIES SEEM TO THINN THAT THERE IS SOME
PREJUDICE AGAINST THEM WHEN 1T COMES TO POLICE ARREST?

MR. JIGGETT! MOST DEFINITELY.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: IF THERE IS5 ANY BASIS
TO THAT» AND THERE IS A LAW WHICH SAYS, MERELY BECAUSE A
FOLICEMAN IS INVOLVED» IF IN FACT, SOMEONE IS BIASEDs IT
WOULD» BE VERY SIMPLE TDO EXERCISE THAT BIAS, AND AT THE SAME
TIME CREATE A FELONYs IS THAT NOT ACCURATE"®

Mk, JIGGETT: THAT IS VERY TRUE.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: IN YOUR CASE, A

SITUATION WHERE YDOU DID NOTHINGs A FOLICE OFFICER CAME IN AND
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LIEDy AND SAID YOU DID SOMETHING --

MR+ MITCHELL: IT IS VERY COMMON.
REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!? WHAT DO YOU MEAN7
MR. MITCHELL: I NNOW FROM FEOFPLE WHO HAVE BEEN

CHARGED WITH ASSAULT ANL BATTERY» I KANOW A FEW OFFICERSs ANU
THE HARREST THEY WERE HIT WAS A REFRIMANL., THIS IS GOING
BACK A FEW YEARS.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!? WHEN YOU SAY IT IS
COMMON ARE YOU SAYING VERY COMMON THAT OFFICERS COME IN AND
LIE?

MR, MITCHELL: DEFINITELY. EVEN WITH
WITNESSES, EXCEFPT WHEN THERE IS PUBLICITYs AND SO FORTH
INVOLVED., WE ARE STARTING TO GET INVESTIGATIONS ON & RETTER
SCALEs BUT I [ON’T SEE ANY RESULTS FROM THE INVESTIGATIONS: I
REALLY TION‘T.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? IF THE POLICEMANs THE
OFFICER OF THE LAW WHO FROTECTS YDOU ACAINST CRIME., WOULD COME
INTO COURT AND LIE» THAT SEEMS TO BE A SERIOUS AIND OF
FOISONING OF THE JULICIAL SYSTEMs WOULDN'T YOU SAY?

MR. MITCHELL: AN INDICTMENT ON THE JUDICIAL
SYSTEM.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? WELLs, I1 SEEMS TO ME,
MOST OF US WOULDI WANT TO BE JUDGED FAIRLY IN THE AMERICAM
JUDICIAL SYSTEM. IT IS MORE THAN AN INUICTMENTs IF WHAT YOU

SAY IS TRUE. YOU SAY IT IS QUITE COMMON, AND' IT IS EVEN MORE
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SERIDUS BECAUSE YOU ARE SUGGESTING THAT OrFICERS CAN SAY WHAT
THEY WANT TO SAY AND COME INTO COURT AND LIE, THAT SEEMS TO
BE A VERY UNHEALTHY SITUATION.

WHAT ABOUT THE FEOFLE WHC HAVE TO HEAK
WHATEVER THE OFFICER HAS TO SAY» THE JUDGEs THE JURY?® DO

YOU HAVE ANY EXPERIENCE WITH THAT?
MR, MITCHELL:? 1 JUST SPEAN FROM MY CASE.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: YOU HAD A JULGE
WITHOUT A JURY®

MR+ MITCHELL: I HALI A JUUGE WITHOUT A JURY.
THERE IS NOT THAT MUCH WITH THE POLITICAL FRESSURE FUT UFON
JUDGES -- THIS IS NOT AN ERRONEOUS THING -- I THINKN YOU
GENTLEMEN NNOW THIS EXISTSy FOLITICAL FRESSURE. THEY ARE NOT

GDING TO EXERCISE THE LAW TO THE FULL EXTENT.
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? WHAT 'O YOU THINK

ABOUT THE POLITICAL FRESSURE FUT UPON JUNGES THAT WOULD

PREVENT THEM FROM CALLING A FAIR SHOT WHEN IT COMES BRETWEEN A
CITIZENS TESTIMONY AND WHAT AEROUT THE FOLITICAL FRESSURE THAT
DOES NOT ALLOW JULGES IN THE AMERICAN SYSTEM IN PHILADELFHIA,

TO N0 THAT?
MR, MITCHELL? A FATRONAGE TYFE OF THING. SaY

HE OWES A FAVOR TO THE MAN WHO HELPED HIM GET INTO OFFICE.
THEY ARE NOT GOING TO LET HIM FORGET THAT.
REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: WHAT ABOUT THE

FOLICEMAN WHO COMES INTO COURT AND LIES ON A FRIVATE CITIZEN?
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MRk, MITCHELL:? YOU START WITH THE COMMISSIONER.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?

HE 1% AFFOLNTED. I

AM TRYING TO GET WHAT YOUR THOUGHTS ARC --

MR. MITCHELL? I MIGHT SI1UMBLE A LITTLE EUT THE

TRUTH WILL COME QUT.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

YOUR FERCEFTION FROM WHAT YOU SAY,

COMMON

COMMON THAT JUDGES BELIEVE THEM»

IN ANY EVENT» I3 15

THAT LYING IS QUITE

POLICE OFFICERS GET IN A SITUAIIONs AN I} IS QUITE

FOLITICAL FRESSURES. 1HAT IS YOUR

THE LAW:»

BECAUSE OF CERTAIN

EXFERIENCE®

MR+ MITCHELL: YES» INSTEADN OF BEING JULGES Of

THE LAWS ARE IN THEIR OWN

HANLSs BFCAUSE I THINA

MAYOR RIZZO FASHIONS HIMSELF AFTER MAYOR DaALEY IN CHICAGO.

TO GET MY FOINT.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

YOUR BRELIEFs AND FERCEFTION ANL IF

MR. JICGETT: ng you

I‘W SORRY? I‘M TRYINL

no YOU THINKN THAT MANY PIZO'LE WILL SHARF

50 WHO ARE THOSE FEOFLE?

MEAN NAME FDR NAME? pPRIENDS AN

ACRUAINTANCES TH&T 1 HAVE SPOKNEN TOr HAVE HAD ENCOUNTERS.

ELANK.

EELIEVE

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

DO YOU THINN BLACK FEOFLE I

LET ME ASK YOU FOINT

N ANY SURSTANTIAL NUMBER

THAT AS & GROUFs OR ANY AGE CROUI'S OF ELACK PEOFLE

ALONG THAT LINE®

DEGREE »

MR+ JIGGBETT? I WOULD SAY YES TO A CERTAIN

BUT MOST FEOFLE --

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:

IF YOU DON’T KRNOW»
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SAY IT.
MR. JIGGETT: I WOULD SAY YES TO A CERTAIN

DEGREE, BUT MDST PEOPLE LIKE TO BE IDEALISTICs AND BECAUSE OF
THIS IDEALOGYy THEY MIGHT FEEL AS THOUGH THEY MIGHT NOT
NECESSARILY WANT TO BELIEVE IT», BECAUSE THEY JUST DON’T WANT
TO BELIEVE THINGS LINE THIS D0 EXIST. HOUWEVER,» ILVEALISM AN
REALITY ARE TWO» ENTIRELY DIFFERENT THINGS. IDEALISTICALLY,
I WOULD SAY THEY DON‘T RELIEVE I1» EUT THE RFALITY» WHEN IT
HAFPFENSs YES» THEY DO.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? ANYBODY THAT IT
HAFPFPENS TO RELIEVES IT.

MR, JIGGETT? FEOFLE THAT THIS HAFPPENED TO JUST
RECENTLY, -FOLICE BROKE INTO A PERSON‘S HOUSE, WITH NO
WARRANTS OR ANYTHING. THE PERSON’S MONEY IS MISSING.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: WHAT I AM TRYING TO
ASN YOUr IF YOU RNOWs I DON‘T WANT YOU TO SAY ANYTHING YOU
DION‘T KNOW. SOME THINGS ARE NOT TRUESF PEOFLE STILL FERCEIVE
THEM THAT WAY. IT IS STILL A REALITY THAT HAS TO BE DEALT
WITH. 1 AM ASKING YOU IF YOU HAVE ANY OPINION ON HOW FPEOFLE
PERCEIVE A SITUATION -- AS MR. MITCHELL PUT ITs IT IS QUITE
COMMON THAT JUDGES BELIEVE THOSE LIES» BRECAUSE O CERTAIN
FOLITICAL FACTORS. DO FEOPLE THAT YOU ASSOCIATE WITH
FERCEIVE IT THAT WAY?

MR. JIGGETT: FEOPLE I ASSOCIATE WITH DO

FERCEIVE IT THAT WAY.
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REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! THEN YOU ARE SAYING
THAT PEOFLE HAVE A PERCEPTION THAT THE SYSTEM WORKS AGAINST
THEMs INSTEAD OF FOR THEMs AND THAT IN MANY CASES REGINS WITH
WHO THE OFFICERS ARE?

MR. JIGBETT: YES,

REPRESENTITIVE WILLIAMS: THANN YOU.

MR. JIGGETT! LINE I SAID PREVIOUSLY --

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANN YOU VERY MUCH.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! I DID HAVE ONE MORE
QRUESTION.

CHAIRMAN RHODES?: OFF THE RECORD.,

(DISCUSSION HELD OFF THE RECORMN.)

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! I AM A COMMITTEE
MEMBERs AND WE ARE HERE FOR A FURFOSE. I JUST WANT TQ CLEAR
UP WHAT I THINK IS VERY IMFORTANT, IF ANYRODY HAS EXFPERT
TESTIMONYy I WOULD LINE TO SAY THAT WE NEEDI' THEIR TESTIMONY.
IF WE LEAVE OUT THE PERCEFPTION OF THE COMMUNITY, WE WOULD
HAVE MISSED OUR FACT-FINDING JOB ACCORDING 7O LAW., IT IS AS
MUCH HOW FEOFPLE FERCEIVE IT AS 1T IS,

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THE CHAIR RECOGNIZES
REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.,

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: IN VIEW OF WHAT WAS
JUST SAIDy I WAIVE ANY QUESTIONS I MIGHT HAVE ASNEIL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? ANY OTHER QUESTIONS TO THF

WITNESSES ABOUT THE SPECIFIC EVENTS® THEY DID' HAVE VERY
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C. JIGGETT - R. MITCHELL 6395

CRITICAL EXPERIENCES THAT THIS COMMITTEE HAS TO ANOW IN
DETAIL ABOUT. DD YOU HAVE ANY DIHER QUESTIONS? IF NOT»
THANKN YOU VERY MUCH FOR REING WITH US. WE APFRECIATE YOQUR
COMING FORWARD, IT IS IMFORTANTs AND WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH

FOR GIVING YOUR TESTIMONY.

MR, JIGGETT? I HOPE SOMETHING COMES OUT OF IT.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES: THAT IS WHAT I AM TRYING TO
MANE SURE HAFFPENS,

DOROTHY ARMSTRONG» IS IN?® IO YOU HAVE

SOMEONE SITTING WITH YOU®?

MRS. ARMSTRONG: I HATE TO SIT WITH MY BACK TO
PEOCPLE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! MRS. ARMSTRONG» L0 YOU HAVE A
SUBPOENA TO APPEAR HERE TODAY BEFORE THIS SURCOMMITTEE®

MRS. ARMSTRONGS YES.

NOROTHY ARMSTRONGs SUWORN.
MRS, ARMSTRONG! MY NAME IS DROROTHY ARMSTRONG»

I LIVE AT 44461 DIAMOND STREET. WHEN THIS INCIDENT HAFPPENEL.
I LIVED AT $491 MORSE STREET. THIS HAPPENED ON MAY 92 1974,
AND IT HAPFENED TO MY SONs MARN ARMSTRONG: WHO WAS AT THt
TIME SEVENTEEN YEARS OLI.

ON THE NIGHT OF MaY 9» MARKN WAS COMING HOME
FROM HIS GIRLFRIEND’S HOUSE WHO LIVED AT S8 AND LOUDEN. AS

HE GOT AEROUT A BLOCK» A HALF BLOCN FROM OUR HOUSEs HE WAS
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STOPFPED RY TWO FOLICEMEN WHO WERE STANDING EESIDE A WAGON.
THEY ASKED HIM WHERE HE WAS COMING FROM AND HE TOLD THEM HE
WAS COMING FROM HIS GIRLFRIEND’S HOUSE.

ONE FOLICEMAN MADE A GESTURE AS TO INDICATE
HOW TALL HE WASs AND THE OTHER FPOLICEMAN SAIDs, LET HIM GO»
BUT THEY DIDN‘T LET HIM GO0+ THEY HANDCUFFED HIM AND THREW
HIM INTO THE POLICE WAGON, AND THEY TOOK HIM TO THE
NINETEENTH LHISTRICTs AT 61ST ANU THOMPSON» AND WHEN HE GOT
THERE» THEY STARTED QUESTIONING HIM ABOUT A BURGLARY. HE
SAID HE HALD' NDO KNOWLEDGE OF THE EURGLARY.

I HESITATE TO SAY THISs, THERE WAS ANOTHER
BOY IN THE WAGON, WHEN THEY TOON HIM INs RUT THEY ASKED HIM
ABOUT THE EURGLARY AND HE SAID HE HAD' NO KNOWLEDGE OF Ils AND
THAT HE HADR BEEN SICN WITH SICKLE CELL ANEMIA FOR THE LAST
WEEN .

CHAIRMAN RHODES! DOES YOUR SON SUFFER FROM
SICKNLE CELL ANEMIA®?
MRS. ARMSTRONG: YES. THEY THEN EROUGHT IN AN

OLDy MaN TO IDENTIFY MY SON, AND THE OLD MAN SAID HE DID NOT
ANOW MY SON. THEY THEN TOON HIM INfO A ROOMr WHERE HE WAS
ASKED TO TAKE OFF ALL OF HIS CLOTHING -~ ALL HIS CLOTHINGs HE
AS WELL AS THE OTHER ROY.

AFTER HE HaAD TANEN OFF HIS CLOTHINGr THEY
TOLD HIM TO BEND OVER AND SFREAD HIS BUTTOCKS, AT WHICH TIMF

THEY LAUGHED ANLI MAD'E FUN OF HIMs ANL THEN THEY BROUGHT HIS
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CLOTHES RACK, AND TOLD HIM TO FUT THEM ON. WHEN KE GOT HIS
CLOTHES BACKy THEY NOTICED A FAFPER IN HIS FOCKET WITH A FHONE
NUMBER OR TWO ON THERE, AND HE JUST THREW IT ON THE FLOOR.
THEY MADE HIM S0 BACK OUT AND STAND IN A CORNER. THEN THEY
CAME BACh» AND THEY REAT UF THE FIRSY BOY» THREW HIM OUT AND
SAIDs °*ARMSTRONG» YOU’RE NEXT.®

THEY TOOK HIM IN A& ROOMs ANU A POLICEMAN
STARTEHR BREATING HIM UF» KNOCKRED HIM ON THE GROUNDs SAID,
*NIGGER> NIGGERs NIGGERr I AM GOING TO TEACH YOU TO BEAT UF
ON WHITE FEOFLE."®

AFTER HE HAD BEAT HIM FOR A WHILE» ANOTHER
FOLICE OFFICER CAME IN AND SAIDs I THINN HE HAS HAD ENOQUGH.
SO THEN THEY TOOR HIM TO A ROOMs WHERE HE WAS TOLD TO SIT
UNTIL THE J.A.D. OFFICER CAME, AND THE J.A.D. OFFICER CAME
AND' SAIDs *MARK:s WHAT HAPFENED TO YOU?® HE SAIDs °*THEY BEAT
ME UP." SO THEN HE SAID» *TELL ME WHAT HAPFENED» MARK®.

MARK EXPLAINED' TO HIM THAT HE WAS COMING FROM HIS
GIRLFRIEND’S HOUSE --

(FAUSE . )
REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? TANE YOUR TIME.
MRS, ARMSTRONG: I’LL BE ALL R1GHT. THE FOLICE

BROUGHT MIM TO THE STATIONs AND HAD' BEATEN HIM UF. HE HAD

CALLED HIS GIRLFRIEND’S ANDI' THEY TESTIFIED TO THE FACT THAT
MARK INDEED HAD' BEEN THERE» AND HE HAD LEFT THE HOUSE AT THE
TIME HE TOLD THEM HE HAD, THE FOLICE ASKED TO SPEAR TO HER
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DORODTHY ARMSTRONG 658

MOTHERy AND THE MOTHER SAILs YES», MARN WAS HEREs AND HE DID
LEAVE SOMETIME AFTER ELEVEN O0‘CLOEN -- AFTER THE ELEVEN
O0/CLOCN NEWS WENT OFF.

S0 THE JUVENILE AIDI OFFICER CALLED ME U¥H AND
HE SEEMED VERY CONCERNED. HE SAIDs °*MkS. ARMSTRONG» I THINKN
YOU BETTER COME RIGHT DOWN HERE.® WHEN I GOT THERE I SAW MY
SON SITTING THERE ALL EBEATEN UF., I SAIDy °*MY GOD» WHAT DID
THEY DO YOU?®" HE SAID» °*MOM» THERE ISN'T ANYTHING YOU €AN DO
ABOUT IT." THE JUVENILE AID OFFICER SAIDr "MRS. ARMSTRONG:
YOU SHOULD VOICE YOUR COMPLAINT.®

I WENT UP TO THE WINDOW AND I S5AID TO THE
FOLICEMAN ON DUTY, °I DON‘T APFRECIATE WHAT YQU DID TO MY
SON., I FLAN ON TARING ACTIOM.* HE LDONED AT ME LINE I
WASN’T EVEN THERE, AND DIDN‘T SAY ANYTHING. SO THEN WE TOUN
MARN TO THE HOSFITAL» ON CITY LINE AVENUE. A DOCTOR EXAMINEI
HIM-» AND TOLD HIM WHAT 7O DO FOR THL SWELLING ON HIS FACE.
aND THEY TOLD HIM TO GO BRACN TO BEDL. HE DID GO TO EED THE
NEXT DAY. THE COMMUNITY PROGRESS ASSOCIATION AND MYSELF GOT
IN TOUCH WITH DAVE RICHARDSON, AND HAREY WILLIAMS AND CHARLES
EOWSERs AND WENT DIDWN YO SEE THE DISTRICT ATTORNEYs EMMETT
FITZFATRICN. HE TOLD US HE WOULD INVESTIGATE THE CASE.

S0s AFTER A FEW DAYS OF INVESTIGATION RY THE
FOLICE OF THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS UNIT» AND THE DISTRICT
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, AND QUESTIONS OF MARNs LIKE HE HAL

COMMITTED A CRIME, AND HE HAD TO REMEMBER EVERY LITTLE
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DOROTHY ARMSTRONG -3

DETAIL, EVERY ROOM:, EVERY COLOR OF THE DOORS AND WINDOWS»
EVERY FERSON HE CAME IN CONTACT WITHy WHICH I AM THANRFUL HE
WAS AWARE ENDUGH TO REMEMRER.
AFTER THEY WERE SATISFIED WITH THEIR
INVESTIGATION AND MARN HAL' FICNED OUT A FPICTURE OF THE FOLICE
OFFICER WHO BEAT HIMs THE POLICE OFFICER WAS ARRESTED.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHAT WAS HIS NAME?

MRS. ARMSTRONG: IT IS IN FEDCRAL COURT ANDIN I DO NOT

WISH TO GIVE HIS NAME HERE; HOWEVER YOU HAVE SUBPOENAED THE RECORDS
CHAIRMAN RHOLES: THANK YOU.

MRS. ARMSTRONG: THE CASE THEN WENT TO COURT.
THEY METICULOUSLY FICKED DUT AN ALL-WHITE JURY. ONE OF THE
JURORS UFON HEARING THE CASEsy ON THE FIRST DAY» BECAME ILL:
AND HAD TO BE DISCHARGEDs AND A RLACKN FEMALE TOON THAT
JUROR’S FLACE. -- I’'M SORRYs THAT IS NOT TRUE. THE FIRST
TIME IT WAS HEARD BEFCRE JULGE CONROY, THE JUDRGE FOUND THE
FOLICEMAN GUILTY OF ASSAULT AND BATTERY.

THE SECOND TIME ~- HE HADI THE RIGHT OF

AFFEAL s OF COURSE ~--~ HE WAS GIVEM ANOTHER TRIAL»y THAT IS
WHEN THEY FICAED THE ALL-WHITE JURY. THE ELACK WOMAN EBECANME
A JUROR BECAUSE ONE 0OF THE JURORS BECAME ILL. AGAIN» THE
FOLICEMAN WAS FOUND GUILTY, IN SPITE OF THLL FACT THERE WAS AN
ALL-WHITE JURY» AND ONE BLACKR FERSON PRESENT.

I WANT TO TELL YOU WHAT THAT GENTLEMAN JUST

TESTIFIED AERODUT> HOW THE FOLICE LIE, IT IS INCREDIELE, THE
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LIES THEY TELL ON THE STAND, WHEN THE J.A.D. OFFICER WAS
GIVING A RELEASE TO MY SONs THE POLICEMAN SAIDs CHARGE HIM
WITH SOMETHING —-— AN WHATEVER TERMINOLOGY --TUNED UF OR
FIRED UF OR WHATEVER THE TERMINOLOGY WAS —-— THE J.A.QI.
OFFICER SAIDs I CAN‘’T CHARGE THE ROY WITH ANYTHINGF HE HASN‘T
DONE ANYTHING. THIS IS A& SERIOUS PROBLEMF} THEY SHOULDN’T BE
CHARGEDL WHEN THEY HAVEN’T DONE ANYTHING.
S0y I WANT TO TELL YOU WHAT HAFFENFD --

CHAIRMAN RHODES! BEFORE YOU GO ON»s MRS.
ARMSTRONG» YOUR TELLING THE NAME OF THE OFFICER WOULDN’T HURT
THE CASE IN FEDERAL COURT. IT WOULR BE VERY HELPFUL TO HAVE
IT; IT IS PUBLIC INFORMATION.

MRS. ARMSTRONG! CHARLES RORIAr LIEUTENANT
CHARLES BORIA —-- CORPORAL CHARLES BORIA. AFTER THAT» WE WERE
GLAD WE HAD A VICTORY. THREE YEARS MY SON HAD TUO DROP OUT OF
COLLEGE. I HAD TO GIVE UF MY BUSINESS PRACTICE TO GO
SOMEWHERE ELSE. WE SUFFERED & LOT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!: DID YOU HAVE TO MOVE®

MRS. ARMSTRONG! I DIDN’T MOVE ERECAUSE OF THAT
REASON. I DID FEEL BETTER MOVING.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: COULD WE ASCERTAIN
WHAT THE YOUNG MAN WAS CHARGED WITH?

MRS: ARMSTRONG: HE WAS NEVER CHARGED WITH
ANYTHING.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THANK YOU» MRS. ARMSTRONG.
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MRS, ARMSTRONG: THE JUVENILE AID OFFICER

REFUSED TO CHARGE HIM, S0 AFTER THE CASE, WE WERE VERY HAPPY»
WE FELT AS THOUGH WE HAD RECEIVED! FROFPER REDURESS UNIER THE
LAWs AND I FICKED UP THE NEWSPAPERSs THE DAILY NEWSs ARBOUT
THREE DAYS LATER, AND I SAW WHERE CORFORAL CHARLES EORIA IS
TO RECEIVE A NEW TRIAL. LET ME TELL YOU WHAT HAPPENED.

A JUROR WAS FERMITTELD'» ACCORDING TO THE
ACCOUNT,» TO LEAVE THE COURTROOM» AND WALKN TO FIFTEENTH AND
SPRUCE STREETs WHERE SHE WAS SUFFPOSED TO HAVE ENCOUNTERELD A
POLICEMANs AND SHE WAS SUPFOSED TO HAVE SAID TO THE
FOLICEMAN, *I JUST HELFED CONVICT AN INNOCENT PERSON:s® AND
ON THE STRENGTH OF THAT, CHARLES EBORIA GOT A NEW TRIAL:
BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THIS JUROR CLAIMS THAT THE COURT
CLERK TOLD HER THE DECISION HAD TO EBE UNANIMOUS --— THE SAME
THING THE JUDGE TOLD EVERYONE ON THE JURY —-- THE JURY WAS
TOLD, THEY AGREED AT THAT TIME, AND YET SHE WAS ALLOWED TO
LEAVE THAT COURTRODM.

I SAY TO YOUs» LARIES AND GENTLEMEN» THIS IS
JUST UNEBELIEVABLE THAT YOU CAN PURSUE A CASE FOR THREE YEARSS
AND A FERSON CAN LEAVE A COURTROOM: AND WALN TO FIFTEENTH AND
SPRUCE AND SAY, I CHANGED' MY MIND: I JUST HELPED CONVICT AN

INNOCENT MANs ON THE STRENGTH OF THATs THIS FOLICEMAN
RECEIVED A NEW TRIAL.
AT THAT TIME, ONCE AGAIN --

CHAIRMAN RHODES! WHEN WAS THIS NEW TRIAL
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GRANTED?

MRS. ARMSTRONG: THIS HAPFENED IN ‘747 THE NEW
TRIAL HAPPENED»y I WOULD SAY, IN ‘76, SO WE HAD TO GO THROUGH
THE PROCEDURES WITH THE WITNESSES» WITH THE DELAYSs THE I‘M
NOT READY BY COUNSEL. THIS TIME THEY GOT FRED DIBONA AS
JUDGE

CHAIRMAN RHODES? A LITTLE FACT THAT 1S UNCLEAR
FOR THE RECORD. CORFORAL BORIAr WAS HE CHARGED RY
COMMONWEALTH COURT:, IN CRIMINAL COURT HERE IN PHILADELPHIA
COUNTY? WHAT WAS HE CHARGELD WITH®?

MRS. ARMSTRONG? HE WAS CHARGED WITH SIMPLE
ASSAULT. ASSAULT AND BRATTERY:, SIMFLE ASSAULT. I WANT TO ALD
TO THATs I HAVE BREEN ALSO INVESTIGATING THIS ON THE GROUNDS
THAT MARK‘S HUMAN RIGHTS HAD BEEN DENIED HIM,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: BECAUSE THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
CHARGED HIM WITH SIMPLE ASSAULT AND ASSAULT AND BATTERY?

MRS. ARMSTRONG! SOMETHING LIKE THAT, I KNOW
HE WAS FOUND GUILTY ON SIMPLE ASSAULT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHAT WAS HE FOUND GUILTY ON7?

MRS. ARMSTRONG! SIMPLE ASSAULT. THEN THAT
TRIAL WAS DECLARED A MISTRIAL OR A NEW TRIAL WAS GKANTED.
THAT TRIAL WAS ONE BY JURY» THAT HtE RECEIVE A NEW TRIAL
BASED! ON THE FACT THAT THEY DID NOT FIND THE FOLICEMAN
GUILTY.,

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? YOU MAY FICKN UFP YOUR ACCOUNT.
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MRS+ ARMSTRONG: WE WEN1 EACK FOR THE THIRD
TIME ANDIN AGAIN THEY PICKED AN ALL-WHITE JURY, JUDGE [IBONA,
SR, WAS THE JUDGE. THIS TIME IT WAS UNEBELIEVAELE WHAT
HAPPENED? WE WERE NOT ALLOWED TO COMFLETE OUR TESTIMONYS

WITNESSES WERE ABRUPTLY TREATEID» RUDELY TREATED.

CHAIRMAN RHODES:! BY WHOM?

MRS, ARMSTRONG? BY THE JULGE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WHO WAS THE JUDGE?

MRS, ARMSTRONG! DIEBONAs SR, THEN IN THE

CHARGE TO THE JURY, JUDGE DIRONA SAID» REMEMEER WHO HAS THE
MOST TO GAIN HERE; REMEMBER THE ARMSTRONGS HAVE A FOUK
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR LAWSUIT AGAINST THE CITY OF
PHILADELFHIA,
SO I AM ASSUMING THE JURY NOT ANOWING THAT
WASN’T BEING DECIDED IN THAT COURTROOMs FELT THEY WERE
MANING THAT DECISION AS WELLs WHILE THEY WERE ALSO DECIDING
THE GUILT OF THE POLICEMAN. SO THE JURY WENT OUT» CAME EACK
-« NOT GUILTY VERDICT.
I HAVE NO FURTHER TESTIMONY.
CHAIRMAN RHODES:?: WHAT IS THE STATUS OF YOUR
CIVIL. CASE?
MRS. ARMSTRONG: IT SHOULD BE GETTING INTO
COURT SOONs FERHAPS BEFORE THIS MONTH IS OVER.

CHAIRMAN RHORES!: ARE YOU REFRESENTED BY

COUNSEL?
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MRS. ARMSTRONG? REPRESENTED BY PRIVATE
COUNSEL. DURING THE TRIAL WE WERE REFRESENTELD' RY A
REFRESENTATIVE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY‘S OFFICEs SINCE HE
HAD TAKEN THE CASE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! I AM GOING TO ASK YOQU ONE
QUESTION. AT FIRST IT WAS LIEUTENANT BORIA# THEN YOU SAID

CORFORAL BORIA.

MRS. ARMSTRONG? HE WAS A CORFORAL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: HE IS NOT A LIEUTENANF?

MRS. ARMSTRONG! HE IS RETIRED.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!: RETIRED FROM THE FORCE?

MRS. ARMSTRONG! YESs HE IS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? ARE THERE QUESTIONS FROM THE

COMMITTEE TO MRS, ARMSTRONG® REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS!

Q. MRS. ARMSTRONG: I AM NOT ALLOWED TO GO INTO
ANYTHING» BUT YOU MADE SOME SUGGESTIONS THAT I WOULD LINE
DEFINED IN MY MIND, 1 AM NOT SAYING NECESSARILY I WANT TO
KNOW WHAT YOUR FEELINGS ARE» BUT YOU STATED THAT WHEN
OFFICER RORIA WAS REING TRIEDs I7 WAS EY AN ALL-WHITE JURY
AND AFTER SOME EXCEPTION WAS MADE» A BLACK JUROR WAS TAKREN
DUE TO THE ABSENCE OF ONE OF THE JURORS.

I THINK WHAT YOU JUST SAID TO USs OR WHAT

YOU HAVE ALLUDED TO, IS THAT THE MERE FACT THERE WAS AN

ALL-WHITE JURYs THAT THEY WOULD TEND TO BE FREJUDICELD AGAINST
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ANYONE WHO IS BLACK. IS THAT WHAT YOU WERE TRYING TO IMPLY

TO THE FANELs IS THAT YOUR FEELING?
A, I WOULD SAYr REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINSs THROUGH

THE SELECTION OF THE JURY I OBSERVED HOW THE CHALLENGES WERE
USED TO GET AN ALL-WHITE JURYs DELIBERATELY TO GET AN
ALL-WHITE JURY. I AM SAYING I THINK THE FOWERS THAT BE
THOUGHT THAT WAS THE OHNLY WAY TO SAVE THE POLICEMAN.

Q. S0 I CAN CLARIFY MY POSITION» THE ONLY
REASON I RAISED THAT FOINT» THEORETICALLYs AND I DO SAY
THEORETICALLY, AN INDIVIDUAL IS ENTITLED TO BE JUDGED RY HIS
FEERS» WITHOUT REGARD TO RACEs COLOR» CREED Ok NATIONAL
ORIGINy OR SEX: I WAS WONDERING IF YOU DO -- I WANT YOU TO
SAY IT BEFORE THIS FANEL -~ THE FACT THAT AN ALL-WHITE JURY
WAS USED IN A BLACK-WHITE TYFE SITUATION» POSSIBLY THERE WAS
SOME OVERTONE THAT MIGHT OVERRIDE A DECISION. I AM ASKING»
WHAT IS YOUR PERSONAL OPINION» AS YOU STATED» AN ALL- WHITE
JURY, RELATIVE TO THE ISSUE INVOLVED IN YOUR SITUATION.

A I WAS NOT OPTIMISIIC THAT WE WOULD GET A
GUILTY VERDICT. I FELT AS THOUGH AN ALL-WHITE JURY WOULD
HELP THE FOLICEMANs BUT I WAS VERY SURPRISEI. THE EVIDENCE
WE HAD AGAINST THE POLICEMAN WAS VERY STRONG» ANDIN EVEN THOUGH
THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT LIED AND TRIEDN TO COVER UF WHAT
HAFPENED TO MY SONs THEY STILL DID NOT FERSUADE THE ALL-WHITE
JURY TG RELIEVE THIS TESTIMONY.

r THANK YOU.
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A THAT IS THE FIRST TIME -—- NOT THE FIRST
TRIALs THE FIRST JURY TRIALs, HBRECAUSE AS I STATED BEFORE THE
FIRST TIME IT WAS HEARD BY A JUDGE. THE SECOND TIME I1 WAS
HEARD BEFORE A JUKY# THE THIRD TIME IV WAS HEARD BEFORE A
JURY» ALSO.

REFPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: THANKN YOU VERY MUCH.
I HAVE NO FURTHER QUESTIONS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?

Q. MRS:. ARMSTRONGy THE GENTLEMAN WAS CONVICTED
ONCE BY JUDGE AND ONCE BY JURY» IS THAT CORRECT?

A THAT’S CORRECT.

Q. JUST TO GET THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON THE JURY
THING, WHAT YOU SUGGEST IS» THE FROCEDURE THAT IS USED TO GET
A JURY, ANL THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THAT» YOU NEVER GET AN
ALL-BLACK JURY FOR SOME REASON. I DON‘T UNDERSTAND THAT.
BUT YOUR RELIVING OF THE SITUATION--

A I WANT TO TELL YOU SOMETHING, REFRESENVATIVE
WILLIAMSy THERE IS NOT A DAY GOES RY THAT THIS THING IS NOT
HEART-BREAKING. WHEN MY SON IS OUT OF THE HOUSE:s THERE IS
ALWAYS THIS FEAR THAT IT IS GOING TO HAPPEM AGAIN., IT IS
SOMETHING I HAVE TRIED' TO LIVE DOWN. TRIED TO BE ORJECTIVE
AROUT IT., WHEN I THINN OF HOW THEY TRIED TO EMASCULATE HIM
AND HUMILIATE HIM AND DEGRADE HIM --

(FAUSE,)
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REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?

e LET’S START RIGHT THERE. I RECOLLECT WHEN
THAT HAFPPENED ALMOST FROM THE REGINNINGy THE TRAUMA HE WENT
THROUGH. YOU WERE ONt. OF THE FEW CITIZENS WHO WOULD KEEF AT
IT.

A NOT ONLY IN DEFENSE OF MY SON. I HAVE BEEN
WORKING AGAINST FOLICE FRUTALITY IN REGARDI TO OTHER FEOPLE»
BECAUSE I KNOW IT HAS HAFPPENED,

Q. I NNOW THAT. THE FOINT I AM TRYING TO GET
TOy» YOU STILL RELIVE THATS IT TAKES A VERY DEEP AND HEAVY
TOLL» ON LIVES THAT DON‘T DESERVE ITs EY ANY STRETCH OF THE
IMAGINATION, AND THE INCIDENTS YOU RELATEDF ARE SADISTIC.
INHUMANs AND HERE YOU ARE TRYING TO FOLLOW THE LAWs AND YOU
ARE STILL FRUSTRATED IN GETTING SOME RELIEF.

THIS SADISTICs INHUMAN ABUSE ON CHILDREN --

ON CHILDREN WHO ARE EOUND FOR COLLEGE» ON MOTHERS WHO ARE
TRYING TGO BE PRODUCTIVE» AND YOU ARE SUFPOSED TO ACCEFT THAT.
THE REASON I AM MAKING THAT STATEMENTs MORE OR LESS»s THE
THINGS I NNOW AROUT THE SITUATION ANU YOUKR TESTIMONY: IS WHAT
IT DOES TO HUMAN LIVES: AND SOMETHING HAS TO HAPPEN THROUGH
FOLITICAL ISSUES: WHITE FEOPLE AND RLACN FEOFLEs, BECAUSE THAT
VIOLATES ALL OF OUR BASIC RULESr AND I DON‘T KNOW WHETHER IT
IS LEGISLATION OR WHAT IT MIGHT BE,» BUT IT SEEMS TO ME: WHAT
YOU ARE SAYING» ARE YOU NOT. IS THAT WE, AS A PEOPLE» AND US

AS LEADERS: IN SOME FOLITICAL POSITION» HAVE TO FIGHT 70O
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CORRECT THAT INHUMANE NIND OF THING?
A, THAT IS EXACTLY THE WAY 1 FEEL.

Q. IT DEBASES AlLL OF US FOR ANY OF US TO SIT
REHIND WHATEVER COLOR» WHATEVER POSITIONs AND ACT LINE IT
DOESN’T HAFPEN, I GUESS I AM TRYING -- THAT IS PART OF WHAT

I WANTED TO SAY.
A THAT IS EXACTLY IT. YOU ARE STATING EXACTLY

‘HOW I FEEL. 1 HAVE SAID IT MORE THAN ONCE; MY SON —-- MAYRBE

I1‘M WRONG —-- MAYBE I’'M WRONG IN WANTING TO SPARE HIM FROM
COMING HERE TODAY. BUT I THINKN HE SUFFERED ENOUGH. I FEEL
HE LOST OUT ON HIS EDUCATION. NOW HE HAS BREEN ACCEFTED IN
HAHNEMAN MEDICAL SCHOOL» HE IS GOING TO BE A MEDICAL
TECHNOLOGIST. HE IS SUPPOSED TO SV1ART IN SEFTEMEBER, aND 1
KNOQW THIS CASE IS GOING TO RISRUFT HIMs AND HE IS STRIVING SO
HARD TO DO SOMETHING FOSITIVE WITH HIS LIFE» AND HE CAN'T IO

IT WITH THE SYSTEM --
(FAUSE .,)

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:

Q. MRS. ARMSTRONGr THE ONE THING I HOPE WE CAN
DOy AND WHATEVER WE DOy THAT WE CAN TAKE BACK TO OUR
LEGISLATIVE BODY, THE IMPACT OF YDUR TES1IMONY AND OTHER
TESTIMONY» WHAT IT MEANS IN YOUR LIFE, AND THAT IS HARD TO DO
IN WORDS, I JUST HOPE WE CAN -— I THANK YOU FOR SHARING THIS
AGONY THAT YDU ARE STILL GOING THROUGH. HOPEFULLY THAT WOQULD

PRESS US AND A LOT OF OUR NEIGHEORS NOT HERE TODaY, TO PO
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SOMETHING TO TURN THAT FROBLEM AROUND.

A, I WAS AT A WORKSHOP ON CRIME AND SAFETY.
TALKING TO SOME YOUNG FEOFLEr VERY FRUSTRATED YOUNG FPEOFLE.
THE FEELING THAT THE FPOLICE PROTECT FEOPLE IS SOMETHING THAT
1S DISAPPEARING FROM OUR COMMUNITY. I HEARD S1O0RIES ABOUT
POLICEMEN RECYCLING DRUGS IN THE COMMUNITYs AND I WISH YOU
WaULD TARNE A LOOK INTO THIS PROGRAMs AND IN FACTs MR,
RICHARDSON HAS BEEN INVITED TO GO THERE. SOME OF THE DRUGS
TAKEN -— IT IS A NIGHTMARE FOR OUR KIDS AND THE FAREN1S.
WHEN MY SONS WERE GROWING UPs, I WORRIED ABOUT GANG FIGHTS.
MY SON WAS NEVER IN A GANG FIGHTs NEVER CUT OR ANYTHING.
THEN HE IS WALKING DOWN A STREET» A HALF BLOCN FROM HOME --
HE FELT AS THOUGH HE HAD SAFE PASSAGE HOME, WHEN HE SAW THE
POLICEMENs NOT THINKING THEY WERE GOING TO EBE THE ONES TO
DISRUFT HIS LIFE.

Q. WHY DO YOU THINK IT IS WE DON‘T SEEM TO
UNDERSTAND AND RESFOND TO WHAT YOU DESCRIBE AS A NIGHTMARE®
WHAT IS IT THAT PREVENTS THE OFFICIALS aAND THOSE WHO HOLD THE
FOWERy AND THE REST OF US» WHAT MAKES US NOT UNDERSTAND THIS

NIGHTMARE?
A THERE ARE TWO SIDES TO THAT. I THINK A LOT

OF PEOFPLE LON’T CARE» ANU A LOT OF FPEOFPLE FEEL THERE IS
NOTHING THEY CAN DO ABOUT IT, A LOT OF PEOPLE FEEL AS LONG
AS IT IS HAPPENING TO A MINORITY -- BUT NOW I‘M HEARING FROM

ALL SECTIONS THAT THIS IS NOT A PRORLEM JUST ONLY IN ELACKN
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COMMUNITIES. I AM HEARING MORE AND MORE FROM OTHER PEOFLE.
YOU HEARD THE TESTIMONY OF A WOMAN YESTERDAYs SOMEONE KILLED
BRY THE POLICE. WE HAVE TO STAND UF ANI} WE HAVE TO VOICE OUK
CONCERN. WE CAN NO LONGER SIT BY AND SAY IT‘S OKAYs AS LONG
AS IT DOESN’T HAPFEN TO ME. I NEVER THOUGHT IT WOULL HAPFEN
TO MY SON. 1 THOUGHT IF YOU LIVE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE
LAWs YOU NEVER HAVE ANY PROBLEMS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU, MRS. ARMSTRONG.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITE.,

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE:

Q. YOU ARE AN ACTIVIST COMMUNITY PERSON:y
SOMERODY THAT IS OUT THERE WORKING?

A. THAT’S RIGHT.

Q. I AM GOING TO STRAY A LITTLE EIT AWAY FROM
THE FERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES YOU HAVE TESTIFIED TO BECAUSE I
THINK THAT RECAUSE OF YOUR BACKGROUND AND WORK EXFERIENCE»
THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO OFFER TO THIS COMMITTEE SOME
SUGGESTIONS A4S TD THE KIND OF THINGS THAT DUGHT TD BE RRDUGHT
ABROUT LEGISLATIVELY OR THROUGH SOME FORM OF RECOMMENDATION TO
HELF DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH THE FROBLEM. FOR EXAMFLE» WE
RECEIVED TESTIMONY LAST NIGHT FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WHO
SUGGESTED THAT THE CITY OF FHILADELPHIA UNDERTANE A PROGRAM
WHICH WOULD FLACE AN ADVOCATE IN THE LOCAL FPOLICE DISTRICTS
TO ASSIST COMPLAINANTS FILE COMPLAINTS, AND MORE OR LESS
SERVING AS A WATCH-DOG -- I HATE TO USE THAT TERM BECAUSE OF
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THE TESTIMONY WE HAD HERE EARLIER -~ OVER THE LOCAL FOLICE
DISTRICTS. HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THAT?

A I VOTE AT THE POLLS TO THAT EFFECT. AFTER
THAT HAD HAPFENED TO MY SON» THERE WERE A GROUF OF US WHO
WERE REALLY GOING TO WORK AROUND TO GET THAT WRITTEN INTO
LLAW» BUT WE BEGAN TO REALIZE THERE IS5 SOMERODY IN POWER THAT
IS NOT GOING TO PERMIT THAT TO HAFPEN. OUK DISTRICT ATTORNEY
HAS A FOLICE ABUSE UNIT: WE HAVE MET WITH #MR. FARRY, AND 1
THINK HE IS SINCERE IN WHAT HE WANTS TO DO» RUY THE DISTRICT
ATTORNEY‘S OFFICE DOES NOT HAVE SUBFOENA POUER THAT IT NEEDS
TO HAVE. I THINK THAT IS SOMETHING WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TU
CHANGE ,

THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT HAS NO MANDATE TO

REFORT ANY HOMICIDE TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE. THE
ONLY WAY OUR CASE OF POLICE ABUSE CAME TO THE DISTRICY
ATTORNEY IS BECAUSE WE BROUGHT IT TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY.
NORMALLY» IF YOU GO TO THE POLICE DEFPARTMEN) WITH A FOLICE
ABUSE COMFLAINT, THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE WILL NEVER
NNOW ABOUT IT» BECAUSE SOMEHOW WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TU MAKE
IT SO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE CAN SUPERSEDE THE FOLICE
DEPARTMENT IN ALL MATTERS FERTAINING TO THE ABUSE OF
CITIZENS: AS WELL AS ANYTHING FEOFLE FEEL SHOULD COME TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THAT IS VERY HELFFUL

TESTIMONY,
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REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!
Q. THE FPOWERS OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY WITH

RESPECT TO SURFPOENA FOWER: GETTING INFORMATIONy I THINK THAT
YOUR STATEMENT NIND OF REALLY LEADS IN THAT DIRECTIONs BUT
YOU SAID SOMETHING EILSE» THAT IS EVEN MORE OF A FPROELEM THAN
WHAT WE DO AS A LEGISLATIVE RODY. I AM GOING TO MARE A
STATEMENT RATHER THAN MANE IT A QUESTION? FERHAPS YOU WANT TO
REACT TO IT. NAMELY, EVERY WITNESS THAT HAS COME EEFORE THIS
BODY HAS INDICATED THAT THERE IS A FROBLEM AT THE TOF3 IT
STARTS WITH THE MAYOR OF THIS TOWNs MAYOR RIZZO. EVERYONE
HAS POINTED TO THE FACT OF THE FRUSTRATION THEY FEEL AS
INRIVIDUALS OR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS IN GETTING SOME TYFE
OF FOSITIVE RESFONSE FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATION IN
RELATIONSHIF TO THEIR FARTICULAR FROBLEM.

WE CANNOT LEGISLATE MAYOR RIZZO OUT OF
OFFICE. WHAT HAS TO HAPPEN IS THAT THOSE FOLKS WHO ARE
SERIOUS AROUT ITs HAVE TO TAKE IT UPON THEMSELVES TO EXERCISE
THEIR RIGHTS WITH RESFPECT TU VOTING. I AM NOT SO SUKRE THAT
EVEN IF WE DO OFFER LEGISLATION» WE ARE GOING TO BE AEBLE TO
DEAL WITH THE ATTITUDE FPROEBLEM. CERTAINLY RY CONSIDERING THE

SUGGESTIONS THAT YOU HAVE MADE» IF YOU HAVE THAT FROELEM
STILL, IF YOU WOULD MAKE THIS AVAILABLE TU THE COMMITTEE» THE
MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE COULD HAVE THE OFFORTUNITY TO

FERUSE IT.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!? THAT WAS OUT OF ORDER.,
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REFRESENTATIVE WHITE. ANY QUESTIONS?® REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: MRS. ARMSTRONGs I DON‘T
MEAN TO TARE YDU THROUGH THE AGONY OF YOUKR FERSONAL
EXFERIENCES? CERTAINLY I EMPATHIZE WITH YOUR EXFERIENCES. I
CAN ONLY SAY THAT I HOPE SOME GOOD LEGISLATION CAN COME OUT
OF YOUR TESTIMONY THAT WILL FROFIT OTHERS FROM HAVING TO BEAR
SUCH SUFFERING AND HARDSHIP,.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOU. REFPRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSON.

REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!

Q. MRS, ARMSTRONG» I WANT TO THANN YOU FOR YOUR
TESTIMONY BEFORE THIS COMMITTEE. WHAT I WOULD LINE TO DO IS
AND ANOWING HOW HARD IT IS AND REMEMBERING THE FAIN AND
SUFFERING, COULD YDU AS ALREALD'Y YOU HAVE DESCRIBED FROM
QUESTIONS ASKED REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS, COULD YOQU ELABORATE
FOR USy THE KINIS OF FEELINGS OF ARUSE: MENTAL ANGUISH THAT
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY ARE SUFFERING AS A RESULT OF WHAT HAS
HAFPENEDR® I AM SAYING THIS 1S5 EBECAUSE IT SEEMS THERE IS SOME
FROBRLEM WITH THE RECORD BEING TAINTEDs AND IF WE DON‘T ASK
PERTINENT QUESTIONS TO REFLECT THAT SPECIFICALLY», IT WILL NOT
SHOW ON THE RECORD, I WANT YDU TO GO QVER THIS, REMEMBERING
THE FAIN AND SHARE THAT WITH THIS COMMITTEEs FLEASE,

A I JUST WANT TO SAY FROM THE MOMENT THAT I
REALIZED THAT MY SON HADN‘T COME HOME,» AND THE TRAUMA OF NOT

KNOWING WHERE HE WAS: NO ONE FELT AN OBLIGATION TO CALL MEs
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SAYING, MRS. ARMSTRONG, WE HAVE YOUR SON ['OWN HERE AT THE
19TH DISTRICTs UNFIL THE JUVENILE AID OFFICER CAME ON DUTY
AND CALLED HE.

MEANWHILE, I WAS ALMOST OUT OF MY MIND THEN.
RECAUSE I RNEW MY SON HAD HAD A SICKRLE CELL ATTACNs AND 1
WONDEREDR IF HE WAS LYING SOMEWHERE,» SICK IN THE HOSFITALe AND
I DIDN’T WANT TO CALL HIS GIRLFRIEND’S HOUSE., BECAUSE I HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN ACCUSED OF BEING AN OVER-FROTECTIVE MOTHER. I
WAS SORT OF TRYING TO WAIT IT OUT.

WHEN I GOT THE CALL» I HEARD THE CONCERN IN
THE JUVENILE AID OFFICER‘S VOICEs OFFICER DENNIS. I SHOULR
NEVER FORGET HIM. WHEN I WENT TO THE STATION AN SAW HOW MY
SON WAS ALL BREATEN UP, AND HOW FRUSTRATENR HE LOOKED, HOW
HOFELESS HE THOUGHT THE SITUATION WAS: HE TOLD ME THERE WAS
NOTHING I COULD PO ABOUT IT. THEN WHEN WE GOT HOME HE TOLD
ME HOW THE FOLICEMEN MADE HIM GET NANEDr ANU LOOKED AT HIS
RECTUM» AND HOW THEY LAUGHED AT HIM AND MADE FUN OF HIM. ANV
AFTER HIS FACE STARTED TO SWELL» THEY SAIDy NOW WE’RE GOING
70 CALL YOU STONE FACE» OR SOME KINL OF REMARR LINE THAT. IT
WAS HARDs I MUST SAY.

EVEN THOUGH IT WAS FUOUR YEARS AGO. IT IS
SOMETHING I CAN’T -- AND I’VE TRIED TO GET IT OUT OF HY
MIND, I HAVE TRIED TO FORGET AROUT IT. 1 SAID, MAYBE ID
WILL NEVER HAFFEN AGAINs BUT AFTER THAT HAFPPENED TO HIM, 1

TOOKh A COURSE IN STREET LAWs AND THE FIRST THING OUR
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PROFESSCR SAID TO US WAS REMEMRER» THAT ANY ENCOUNTER WITH A
POLICEMAN SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A POTENTIAL DANGER. AND THAT
IS SADl,  THAT IS REALLY SOMETHING TO THINN AROUT BECAUSE ITf
IS TRUE? MORE PEOPLE EVERY DAY» I THINN MORE PEQFLE ARE
BETTING REAT UP FOR GOING THROUGH A STOF SIGNs WHILE
CRIMINALS ARE WALKING AROUND, SELLING [IRUGS IN OUR
COMMUNITIES» AND FEOFLE COMMITTING SERIOUS CRIMES ON THE
STREET.,
IT SEEMS THAT TOO MANY CASES LIME THIS --

THERE WAS A MAN ACCORDING TO THE PAFERSs AND THE WITNESSES,
EEATEN ALMOST OUT OF HIS MIND BECAUSE HE DIDN‘T STOP WHEN HF
WAS TOLD TO. IT IS HARD FOR M TO SAY THAT I WILL EVER
FORGET. EVEN NOW» IT HANGS OVER US. WE HAVE TO GO INTO
COURTs AND I SUSPECT THAT SINCE MY SON STARTS AT HAHNEMAN,
THAT HIS EDUCATION WILL BEE INTERRUPTED AGAIN. I KNOW WE WILL
HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE SAME PROCEDURES ALL OVER AGAIN.

Q. YOU ARE SAYING THAT THE MENTALs SPIRITUAL
AND FHYSICAL ANGUISH WAS TREMENDOUS ON YOU AND YOUR FAMILY?

A IT HAD A VERY BAD FSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT ON MY
SON. I AM GLAD TO SEE HIM REGROUFING AND TRYING TO -- YOU
ANOW -- PIN HIMSELF BACK TO WHERE HE WAS REFORE.

. AT THE POLICE STATION, YOU TRIEN VERY HARD
TO GO UF TO THE FOLICE WINDOW AND ASKh THE OFFICER. TELL THE
OFFICER YOU WANTED TO MARE A COMFLAINT. WOULDL YOU ELABORATE

ON THAT FOR THE RECORD? COULD YOU GO THROUGH STEP-BY-STEF THE
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PROCEDURE AS EXACTLY WHAT YOU ASKED THE FOLICE OFFICERs IF
YpU REMEMBER THE NAME OF THE OFFICER AT THE DESh, AND WHAT HE
SAID TO YOU AS A RESULT OF YOUR SAYING YOU WANTED TO FILE A
COMPLAINT?

A I DON’T REMEMBER THE OI'FICER’S NAME. I WAS
TOO UPSET TO OBSERVE THAT MAN. HOWEVER: I ONLY SAID ONE
SENTENCE TO HIM —-- LIKE, I PLAN ON TARING ACTION. HE DID
NOT ACKNOWLEDGE MY PRESENCE THERE. HOWEVER, WHEN THEY GOT TO
COURT» THEY SAID I CURSEDrs RANTED AND RAVED. I COULDN’T
BELIEVE THE THINGS I WAS HEARING, I DON'T CURSE LINE THAT.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: THEY LIEL™

MRS« ARMSTRONG? THEY LIED# THEY SAIDs MRS,
ARMSTRONG CAME TO THE WINDOW AND WE TOON A REFORT FROM HER.
THEY HAVE YET TO PRODUCE THAT REFORTs AND SAID THAT I CURSED
AND RANTED AND CARRIED ON WHILE THEY TRIED TO TAKNE A REPORT
FROM ME. HOW THEY LIED, I WAS NUMB TILL I WAS CALM. I JUST
COULDN’T BELIEVE THAT THEY HAD ACTUALLY EBEATEN MY SON UP THE
WAY THEY DIE IN THAT FOLICE STATION.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! JUST ON THIS FOINT,
WERE THERE ANY OTHERS AROUND IN THE ROOM AT THE TIME YOU WENT
TO THE WINDOW®

MRS:. ARMSTRONG: THERE WaAS LINE AN OFFICER THERE,
IN THE EACKGROUNDy BUT NOT REALLY UF TO THE WINDOW. WHEN I
WALNED UF TO THE WINDOWs THERE WAS ONLY ONE OFFICER STANDIING

THERE .
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REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

Q. CERTAINLY, IF YOU WERE RANTING ANU RAVING,
OTHER OFFICERS WOULD HAVE BEEN IN THE FOLICE STATION: AND
THEY WOULD HAVE ARRESTED YOU RIGHT THERE.

A, YES. AND FIRST OF ALL»y THAT IS NOT MY
MARE~UF. AND WHAT GOOD WOULD IT DO DOWN THERE.

Q. WE KNOW YOU ARE NOT THAT TYFE OF FERSON.
WAS THE JUVENILE AID OFFICER AROUNDY AT THE TIME YOU WENT TO
MAhE THE COMFLAINT?

A HE WAS THERE WHEN I GOT THERE. HE WALRED
OUT OF THIS ROOM WHERE MARK WAS SITTING. HE WALNED UF TO ME,
ANI* HE SAIDs ARE YOU MRS. ARMSTRONGs AND I SAID YES» AND He
SAIL'y COME WITH ME. WE WENT BACK TO THE LITTLE DARK ROOM
WHERE MARK WAS SITTING IN THE CORNER. THIS IS WHERE I SFOKE
WITH HIM» AND I SAID TO HIM» *OH MY GOD» WHAT HAVE THEY DONE
TO YOUs, WHAT HAVE THEY DONE TO MY SON.°®

Q. NOWs YOU INDICATED THAT THE JUVENILE AID
OFFICER IS ALSO A POLICE OFFICER IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIA»

RIGHT?
A THEY ARE PLAINCLOTHESMEN.

Q. AND THE UNIFORMED FOLICE OFFICERS OF THAT
DISTRICT? NOWs THE QUESTION IS, COULD YOU SHARE WITH US WHAT
THE RECOMMENDATION WAS TO THE ARRESTING OFFICER, WHO IS A
UNIFORMED OFFICERs AND THE JUVENILE AID DIVISION OFFICERs WHO

ACTUALLY MANES THE ARREST AND FUTS IT ON PAFPER» IF IN FACT»
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THEY FIND A CHILD IS SUPFOSED TO BE GUILTY» AND WHETHER OK
NOT THAT ARREST SHOULD S1AND?

A DENNIS DENIGHT» THE JUVENILE AID OFFICERs HE
WAS VERY FPOLITE AND VERY CONCERNED, HE SOUNDEDRD CONCERNED
OVER THE FHONEy WHEN HE CALLED ME. HE EXPRESSED THAT SAME
CONCERN AFTERWARDS. AS A MATTER OF FACT, THERE WAS QUITE A
CONTRAST BETWEEN THE FOLICEMEN WHO HAVE INVESTIGATEN FROM THE
INTERNAL DIVISION OF THE FOLICE DEFARTMENTy AND THOSE
AFPEARING ON BEHALF OF THE POLICEMAN IN THE COURTROOM.

WHEN I ARRIVED AT THE STATION» I SAW ONE OR

TWO FOLICEMEN. WHEN THE CASE WENT TO COURT» THERE WERE A LOT
OF FOLICEMEN WHO SAID -— ONE OF THEM SAIDs HE SAW MARKN WHEN
HE WAS RUNNING THROUGH THE STATION, AND THERE WERE NO BRUISES
ON HIM. LATER HE HEARD MARK SAY HE HAD SICKLE CELL ANEMIA.

Q. THAT WAS AN OFFICER INSIDE THE SFATION?

A THERE WAS A ELACN OFFICER SITTING INSIDE THE
STATION.

Q. WAS HE ASKED TO TESTIFY AT THE HEARING?

A. YES:s HE WAS.

a. DO YOU KRNOW OF ANY REACTION TO TESTIMONY
THAT WAS GIVEN, FROM THAT TESTIMONY O OTHER FOLICE OFFICERS
THERE?

A I WASN'T ALLOWED TO SIT IN THE COURTROOM TO
LISTEN TO THE TESTIMONY.

Q. YOU WERE SEQUESTERED®


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


[

i

Wm NN

i¢

11

13

14

16
17
i8

19

ra ra ry ]
E 4% ] ] =

1J
wt

HOROTHY ARMSTRONG &/9

A As EACH OF US TESTIFIED, WF HAD TO CO
OUTSIDE AND WERE TOLL NOT 7O TALN TO EALH OTHER ANt SIT WITH
EACH OTHER. EACH OF THE FOLICE 0O FICERS WERF Al LOWED TO CONME

OUTs AND COMPARE NOTES BEFORE THEY WENT INIO THe COURTROOM.

Q. YOU WERE SEQUESTEREDN; THE OFFICERS WERE NOT®
A THAT’S RIGHT.
Q. THE OTHER THING IS THAT IN FOLLOWING UF THE

COMFLAINT WAS THERE EVER A FORMAL MOLICE COMPLAINT FILED BY YQU?

A, YES,
Q. TO THE FPOLICE DEPARTMENT?
A, NG. LET ML GO EBACK TGO WHAT HAFFENED

INBETWEEN THAT TIME» THAT I GOT MY SON HOME, ANI THE TIME
THAT I WENT TQ THe DRISTRICT ATTORNEY THAT MORNING. THE
CAFTAIN CALLED ME UF», WHEN HE CAML ON DUTY, HE SAIDNs MKS,
ARMSTRONG» THIS IS CAITAIN SMALL -- HE IS NO LONGER A1 THE
12TH DISTRICT. HE SAIDy I HEARD WHAT HAFFENETt TO YOUR SON»
AND T HEARD HE IS & FINE EROY. I WANS YOU TO BRING MARN DUWN
HERE., WE WILL GET THt WHOLE THING STRAIGHTENFD OUF MFRE. IF
THERE IS ANYTHING I HATE, IT IS FOLICE RRUIALITY,

HE TOLD ME TO BRINC MARN IN., I TOLD HIM I
COULD NOT ERING HIM IN WITHOUM CONSENT OF MY ATTORNEY. HF
WANTEL TO G1IVL MARN A LIE DETECTOR TEST. I TOLL HIM I THINK
WE SHOULD GIVE THE FPOLICEMAN A& LIE DUTECTOR TEST. HRE SAIDs I
KNOW HE WAS EREATEN IN THE STATIONs AND NO QN UW (LI ALUMIT TO

DOING IT. THAT WAS SUFFOSED TO BE HEARSAY ON MY FART.
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DOROTHY ARMSTRONG 480

Q. YBU COT IT FIRST HAND?

A I GOT IT FIRST HANL, THEY WOULD NDT LET Mi
USE IT IN MY TESTIMONY EECAUSE THFY SAID IT #AS HEARSAY. NOT
ONLY DID I HEAR IT, SOMEONE EILSE FICKNED UF MY FHONE UFSTAIRS:
AND ALSO HEARD ITs. TOOD.

Q. MkS. ARMSTRONG», WHAT I AM TRYING TO DC IS
DEAL HITH OUR SERIOUS FROBRLEM IN THE CITY OF PHILALDELFHIA,
AND GET IT ON THE RECORDy THE THINGS THAT WON‘T TAINT THE
TESTIMONY, S0 WE WILL HAVE 70 HAVE A& CLEAR UNULCRSTANBING OF
HOW THE OFERATION IS IN THE CITY. COULD YDU SHARF WITH US
THE NAMES OF OTHER INDIVILUALS WHO YOU FEEL SHOULI+ TESTIFY
REFORE THIS COMMITTEE?® RECAUSE ONE Of THE THINGS YOU
TESTIFIED TO IS THAT JUDGE DIBONA -- WOULD THAT EE THE SAME
JUDGE THAT IS HANDLING THIS MOVE SITUATION IN THE CITY?

A, IN THE MOVE SITUATION IN THE CLTY» YES, THE
OTHER EOY WHO WAS BEATEN WOULLF NOT TFSTIFY RECAUSE HE WAS
ACTUALLY ONE OF THE ROYS THEY WLRE LOORING FOR» ANL THEY GAVE
HIM THREE MONTHS FROEATION,.

Q. LET ME ASN THIS, THE FOLITICS OF OFFPRESSION
IN FHILADELFHIAs RELATINGC 7O THF VERY SERICUS SITUATION
RELATIVE TO THE FOULICE DEFARTMENT IN THt CITY O
FPHILADELFHIA? YOQU MADRE ONE RECOMMENNIATION AXOU) GIVING SOME
FOWERS TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICEs FPERHAFS TO
INIERCEDE WITH THE FPOLICE ARUSE UNIT. COULD YQU MANE OTHER

RECOMMENDATIONS TO US AS A COMMITTEE TO TRY ANt WaRD OFF THE
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VERY SERIOUS FROBLEMS THAT EXIST IN THIS CITY RFLATIVE TO THE

FOLICE VIOLENCE QUESTION?
A YESy RIGHT NOWs WL HAVL A FPOLICE

ACCOUNTARILITY RILL OR NEW POLICE RLFPORTING RILL» 1063s THAT
WE HAVE BREEN TRYING FORt SEVERAL MONTHSs SINCE DECEMHER» TO
GET COUNCILMAN TAYDUN TO GET HEARINGS ON [T. THE DISTRICT
ATTORNEY HAS MADE A& VERY IMPORTANS RECOMMENDATION TO EECOML
FART OF THAT ERILL» AND I THINKN THE FPASSAGE OF THAT R{LL WILL

CERTAINLY HAVE AN IMFACT ON FOLICE AMUSE.

REFRESENIATIVE WHITE? MkS.: AKMSTRONGs ARE YOU
AWARE 0OF THE FACT THAT COUNCILMAN TAYOUNr THE REASON HF HAS
NOT HELD PUBLIC HEARINGS IS BECAUSE THE FUEBLIE DOES NOT
CONSIDER FOLICE ABUSE A SERIOUS FROEBLEM IN THE CITY OF
FHILARELFHIA®

MRS . ARMSTRONG?I WE HAl THE HEARING DOWN IN
SOCIETY HILL. THERE WAS STANLING ROOM ONLY, HF WAS THEFRE
AND HE NNOWS THE FEOFLE OF THIS TOWN ARE CONCERNET ARBOUT
FOLICE ABUSE.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: ON HOUSE EILL 1063,
DOES THAT GIVE FOWER TO THE COUMMITIEE., O ACCOUNTARILITY TO
A COMMISSION OR POLILE REVIEW BOARD, TO ACTUALLY DO ANYTHING
SFECIFIC?

A NO» I THINKN ERASICALLY WHAT I HAVL REAL AS
FAR AS THE ERILL IS CONCERNED: IT NLEDS A LOT OF THE

DISCRETION OF THE FOLICE INTERNAL AI'FAIRS DLFARTMENT, WHO SO
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FAR HANDLE ITs RUT IT DOES GIVE THE CITIZENS A CONCRETE WAY
OF REPORTING POLICE ARUSE, HOWEVER» AGAINs I WOULD LINE TO
SEE THAT FOWER SUPERSEDED RY THE LISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE.
IN OTHER WORDS: IF A FPERSON HAS AN INCIDENT OF FOLICE ABUSE»
I THINN THEY SHOULD HAVE THE OFTION OF TAKING IT TO THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT OR THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE.
CERTAINLY I WOULD RECOMMEND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE.
AND I THINK THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE SHOULD HAVE THE
POWER TO INVESTIGATE ANY CASE OF POLICE ABUSEs AND THOSE
RECORDS» WHETHER GIVEN TO HIM OR THE POLICE RECPARTMENT(Ss
SHOULLD BE MADE AVAILAEBLE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? I THINK YOU WOULD EE FPLEASED

TO KNOW THERE IS LEGISLATION THAT THIS COMMITTEE ADVISEDs IN
THE HOUSE TO GIVE THOSE POWERS TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY»
WHICH WILL RE COMING UP RBREFORE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEXT
MONTH. REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: DO YOU HAVE A QUESTIONT

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!

Q. I JUST WANT TO ASN YOU ONE QUESTIONs MKS.,
ARMSTRONG. YOU MENTIONED THAT OFFICER DENIGHT WAS IN
SYMPATHY WITH YOU WHEN YDU ARRIVED AY THE POLICE STATION.
COULD YOU TELL ME WHETHER THIS OFFICER WAS RLACKN OR WHITET

Ar OFFICER DENIGHT WAS BLACKNs» AND HE IS
RETIRED's AND HE WAS AT THAT TIME WHEN HE MADE HIS TESTIMONY.
RETIREL! FROM THE FPOLICE FORCE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOU VERY MUCH» AND WE
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DOROTHY ARMSTRONG 683

APPRECIATE YOUR COMING FORWARD: BEFORE THIS COMMITTEE AND
GOING THROUGH THIS REALLY VERY DIFFICULT RECOUNTING TO THIS
COMMITTEE,» AND WE SINCERELY HOFE YOUR SON» WHO HAS SUFFERED
SO0 MUCH» HAS A SUCCESSFUL LIFE.
MRS, ARMSTRONG: I WANT TO THANK YOU ALL: HARDY
WILLIAMS, DAVE RICHARDSONs AND ALL THE OTHER FEOPLE WHO
SUPPORTEDR ME DOWN THERE., THROUGH THIS FOUR YEARS. THE
ADVOCATE
(BRIEF RECESS.)
CHAIRMAN RHODES: RECESS IS DECLARED OVER.
THERE WILL BE ORDER BACK IN THE HEARING ROOM. I INVITE THE
MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE TO COME BACKN TO THE HEARING ROOM.
(PAUSE.,)
THE COMMITTEE IS BACK IN ORDER:, AND I AGAIN
INVITE THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE TO COME RACK TO THE

HEARING ROOM.
OUR NEXT WITNESS IS REVEREND KIRNLANU»

REVEREND JOSEPH NIRKLAND.
REVEREND KRIRKLANDs WILL YOU STATE FOR THE
RECORD YOUR NAME AND YOUR ADDRESS.
REVREND KIRKLAND? REVEREND JOSEFH F+ NIRKLAND,
19203 FEDERAL STREET.
CHAIRMAN RHOLES? I WOULD LINE TO HAVE ORDER IN
OUR HEARING ROONM.

BEFORE WE PROCEED WITH REVEREND KRIRKLAND:s I
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STATEMENT OF REV. WASHINGION 4684

WOULD LIKE TO INfRODUCE INSfO THE RECORD» A LETTER SUKMITTED
TO0 THE SUBCOMMITTEE. BY REVEREND PAUL M. WASHINGTON OF THE
CHURCH OF THE ADVOCATE HERE IN THE CITY OF FHILADELFHIA»
WHICH I WILL SUBMIT TO OUR REFORTERS.
(LETTER DATED JULY 27y 1978 FROM

REVEREND FPAUL M. WASHINGTON ANDRESSED! TO REPRESENTATIVE
JOSEPH RHODES, JR.s CHAIRMAN HOUSE JUDICIARY SUBCOMMITTER ON
CRIME AND CORRECTIONS READS AS FOLLOWS?

*DEAR MR. RHODES: I AM THE REVEREND FAUL M.
WASHINGTONy RECTOR OF THE CHURCH OF THE ADVOCATE, WHICH IS
LOCATEDIF AT 18TH ANV DIAMOND STREETS» FHILADRELPHIAY
FENNSYLVANIA, I HAVE BEEN THE MINISTER OF THE CHURCH FOR THE
LAST 16 YEARS. I WAS DRDAINED IN 1947,

*MY CHURCH IS MULTI-SERVICE AND ASSISTS THE
NEARLY BLACKR COMMUNITYs IN WHICH I MYSELF LIVE» IN THE
FOLLOWING AREAS: HOUSINGs HUNGERr EDUCATION ANDN RECREATION.
OUR ACTIVITIES ARE DIRECTED TOWARD IMFROVING THE
LIFE-CONDITION OF THE FEOPLE WHO LIVE IN PHILADELPH&A'S INNER
CITY. 1IN CONJUNCTION WITH THESE ACTIVITIES AND AS AN
EXTENSION OF THEM» I HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF THE CITY OF FHILA.
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS, PRESENILY A MEMBER OF THE
FHILA. COMMISSION FOR EFFECTIVE CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND A MEMRER
OF THE COMMITTEE TQ DISTRIBUTE THE FUNDS APPROFRIATEDN THRO?GH
THE JACKNSON VS. HENDRICKS CIVIL ACTION.

*IN THE COURSE OF MY DAILY EXFERIENCES WITH
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STATEMENT OF REV. WASHINGTON 685

BOTH THE YOUNGER ANt OLDER MEMEERS OF MY COMMUNITY, I HAVE
HAD OCCASION TO OBSERVE THE RELATIONSHIFP THAT EXISTS ERETWEEN
THE POLICE DEPARTMEN) AND THE COMMUNITY. WHILE THERE IS NO
DOURT THAT THE POLICE PERFORM MANY ERENEFICIAL SERVILES, IT
HAS BREEN MY ORSERVATION THAT THEY ARE ALSO GUILTY OF GROSS
HARASSHMENT AND INNISCRIMINATE ABUSE OF POWER.

*WHAT IS COMMON AS ONE GROWS UP IN THE
GHETTD IS AN ASSUMPTION THAT: IF YOU ARE BLACK: A1 SOME TIME
OR OTHER YOU WILL BE QUESTIONED OR FRISNED FOR SOME NEVER
DESCRIBED CRIME WITHOUT ANY REASON GIVEN. THIS RECOMES A WAY
OF LIFE AND BLACK FEOFLE THUS LOON UFON THE FOLICE AS
OPFPRESSORS MORE THAN AS BENEFACTORS. I MYSELF HAVE ON
OCCASION SEEN THE POLICE SPREAD-EAGLE BLACN YOUTHSE AGAINST
RUILDINGE WITHOUT ANY CAUSE OTHER THAN THEIR ALLEGED
SUSPICIOUS LOOKS, INVARIAELY, IF THESE YOUTHS ASKN WHAT THE
FRISNING AND QUESTIONING ARE AROUT THEY ARE TOLD TO» “SHUT
UF‘, HARDLYs EVER HAVE I OBSERVED THE POLICE IN THESE
CIRCUMSTANCES WARN BLACK PEOPLE OF ANY CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.
THE COURTS RULES DO NOT EXTEND INTO THE GHETTO AS THEY DO
ELSEWHERE .

*IN FACT» THE CONSTANT FPOLICE HARASSMENT
THAT BLACKR FEOPLE GRON UP WITH LEADS THEM TO BELIEVE, IN MY
CPINIONs THAT THE MASTER-SLAVE RELATIONSHIP STILL EXISTS.
ELACKRS ARE MADE TO FEEL THAT THEY SHOULD REMAIN IN °*THFIR
FLACE®. IF THEY DON‘T THEN THE POLICE, AGENTS QF THE
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STATEMENT OF REV. WASHINGTON 686

MASTERS, WILL RESFOND WITH VENGEANCE. POLICE DRAGNETS ARE
THUS COMMON AND ARE USED AS A TACTIC OF REPRESSION ALONG WITH
INDISCRIMINATE FRISKING AND QUESTIONING. HARDLY EVER IN
THESE ACTIVITIES D0 THE POLICE INFORM THE FEQOPLE OF THEIR
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHIS.

*& LARGE SEGMENT OF THE COMMUNITY NOW FEELS
THAT THE FOLICE ARE MORE ANTAGONISTIC THAN EVER REFORE. SOME
FEEL SO FEDI' UP THAT THEY ARE READY TO REACT TO THt POLICE IN
NIND, OTHERS FEEL THAT THE BEST WAY TO EXIST IS TO AVOILNF ANY
FOLICE CONTACT WHATEVER. REGARDLESS OF AGEs EXPERIENCE OR
MOTIVEs, IT IS MY OPINION THAT THE COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE» IS
REACHING IT’S END AROUT CURRENT POLICE ACTIVITIES IN GENERAL:
AND THE NUMBER OF HOMICIDES BY FOLICEMEN IN FARTICULAR.

*IN THE FAST 3 YEARSr» THE CHURCH OF THE
ADVOCATE HAS BREEN THE MEETING PLALE OF HUNLREDS ARUSED
FERSONS (BY FOLICE)s AND ENRAGED CITIZENS WHO HAVE TRIED TO
SEEN REDRESS TO THESE GRIEVANCES THROUGH THE COURTS AS WELL
AS THROUGH THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITER
STATES: LITTLE HAS HAFPENED TO CHANGE THE S1ATUS QUO.

*I DO HOPE THAT AS A RESBULT OF YOUR EFFORTS
THROUGH HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE ON CRIME AND CORRECTION WE
CAN EEGIN TO HOFE FOR HUMANE TREATMENT AND JUSTICE FROM OUR
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. SINCERELY YOUKS» FAUL M.
WASHINGTON. *)

CHAIRMAN RHODES? REVERENI NIRALANLD» DO YOU
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REVEREND JOSEPH P, KIRKLAND 687

HAVE A SUBPOENA IN YOUR FOSESSIONs A SUBFOENA TO APPEAR
REFORE THIS SUB-COMMITTEE®
REVEREND KIRKLAND! YESs SIRs I DO.
REVEREND JOSEFH P+ KIRKLANDs SWORN.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? YOU MAY PROCEEDs REVEREND,
A ON AUGUST 4, 1972y MY FAMILY AND I HEARD
NOISES ON 19TH STREET» WHICH IS PARALLEL TO OUR APARTMENT.
UPON LDOKING OUT THE WINDOW I OBSERVED FIVE WHITE FOLICEMEN
WITH A BLACK MAN ON THE GROUNDs KICKING HIM --
CHAIRMAN RHODES: REVEREND KIRKLAND, DID YOU
SAY AUGUST 14 OR AUGUST 47
A AUGUST 4.
UPON LOOKING OUl THE WINDOW I OBSERVED FIVE
WHITE FOLICEMEN:» KICKING» HITTING WITH CLUBSy A BLACK MAN ON
THE GROUND. THEY DID THIS AS IF IT WERE HORSEPLAY» AND THIS
TIME WAS APFROXIMATELY 1:30 IN THE MORNING, WHEN THE STREETS
WERE QUIET AND THE NEIGHBORS ARE ASLEEP. I PULLED UF MY
WINDOW: I HOLLERED TO THE POLICEMEN FROM MY WINDOW: °*YOU HAVE
THE MAN SUBRDUEDs STOP HITTING HIM.® I HOLLERED TO THE
FOLICEMEN SEVERAL TIMES.
AFTER A RIT -- INCIDENTALLYs THEY WERE
TRYING TO BLOCK WHAT THEY WERE DOING RY THE WAY IN WHICH THEY
FARKED THE FOLICE VAN S0 THAT ANYBODY COMING BY COULD NOT SEE

THEM.
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REVERENDI JOSEFH F, NIRKLAND 688

AFTER A RIT» THEY FPUT HIM IN THE FOLICE VAN

AND CARRIED HIM INs AND UPON THE COMMAND OF A SERGEANT
SELFRIDGE, WHO WAS IN COMMAND OF THESE MENs THEY KICKRED ——

CHAIRMAN RHODES? HOW DO YOU SFELL THAT NaAME®?

A S~E~L-F-R-I-D-G~-Es THE *DL° MIGHT RE WRONG.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? ALL RIGHT.,

A THEY KICKED DOWN MY FRONT DOOR -— CAME TU MY
HOME» EEAT ME» AND ARRESTED MY FAMILYs MY WIFE» MY DAUGHTER}
AND I HADF A HOUSE GUEST THERE FROM GERMANY. THEY ARRESTED
UsS, 1 HAFPENED TO ESCAPE. WE OWN A FUNERAL HOME ON THE
FIRST FLOOR, AND THIS BUILDING IS ADJOINED TO THE BUILDING
NEXT DOORs AND I WAS ABLE TO GET AWAY FROM THE POLICE BEFORE
THEY KILLED ME,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WHEN YOU SAY THEY KICKED IN

THE DOOR» WHO DID?

A. THE POLICE OFFICERS» FIVE OF THEM --
CHAIRMAN RHODES! FIVE POLICE OFFICERS.
Ay ~— CAME INTO MY HOMEs AND AN OFFICER

RRUPINSKIs I WILL SPELL HIS NAME -— ONE SECOND» I EROUGHTI A
CLIFPING TO HELF ME. OFFICER THOMAS KRUIFINSKI»
K=R-U=F-I~N-S-h-1I WAS THE OFFICER WHO HIT ME WITH HIS CLUR,
AND ALSO HIT ME ON MY SHINS IN DRUER TO FREVENT ME FROM
RUNNING AND KICKING. BUT I OVERCAME BOTH OF THEM BECAUSE I
RAN OUT.

MY WIFE WAS A FUNERAL DIRECTOR, MY DBAUGHIER
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REVERENDt JOSEFH P. KIRKLAND &89

WHO WAS A STUDENT AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY AT THE TIME: AND MY
HOUSE GUEST WHD WAS A SCHOOL TEACHER IN GERMANY WERE TAKEN TO
THE DETECTIVE BUREAU AT 24TH AND WOLF.

WHEN I CAME TO MYSELFs I CALLED ONE OF MY
FRIENDS, A MUNICIPAL JUDGE, WHO WAS A MUNICIPAL JUDGE IN THE
CITY AT THE TIME, HARRY MELTON, WHO ALSO IS THE CHAIRMAN OF
MY TRUSTEES ROARD AT CHURCH. HE CAME DIOWN TO THE HOUSE AND
ADVISED THAT I SHOULD GO TO THE FOLICE STATION.

WHEN I WENT INFO THE POLICE STATION AT 17TH
-— 17TH POLICE DRISTRICT AT 20TH AND FEDERAL, A SERGEANT
SELFRIDGE CAME OUT LIME A RAVING MANIACy °"WE ARE LOOKING FOR
YOU. WE WANT YOU. YOU‘RE UNDER ARREST." I WAS TAKEN TO
24TH AND -- AROUND SNYDER AVENUE, 24TH AND WOLF TO BE EXACT.

NOW THIS IS WHAT YOU GO THROUGH. YOUR
ARRESTING OFFICERS COME FROM THE POLICE STATION AT 20TH AND
FEDERALs BUT SEEMLY NO ONE IS ARRESTED THERE NOR QUESTIONED,
S0 WHEN YOUR FAMILIES COME TO INGQUIRE AS TO WHERE IS *JOC
DOEs* HE IS NOT AT 20TH AND FEDERALs AND NO ONE RKNOWS HIS
WHEREAEBOUTS: BUT HE ALWAYS LANDS UF AT 24TH AND WOLF. I WAS
TAKEN TO 24TH AND WOLF.

I WAS FLACED IN & ROOM APFROXIMATELY EIGHT
BY EIGHT WITH ABOUT SIX Ok SEVEN OTHER MALE BRLACNS. IT WAS
MY TIME TO COME OUT OF THIS ROOM I GUESS, TO RE INTERVIEWED,
INTERROGATEDs WHATNOT. WHEN I CAME OUis A DETECTIVE

WITHERSPOONs WITH WHOM I HAD FPREVIOUS CONTACT AS A MEMBER OF
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REVEREND JOSEFH P. KIRKLAND 690

THE COMMUNITY ASKED MEs °"WHAT ARE YOU DMIING IN HERE®; AND HE
WENT TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 24TH AND WOLF STREETS
DETECTIVE BUREAU AND ARVISED THEM THAT I WAS A MINISTER IN
THE COMMUNITY AND THAT SOMETHING HAD TO HAVE GONE WRONG.
THEN I WAS TANEN TO A ROOM WHERE MY WIFE AND DAUGHIER AND A
YOUNG LADYs CHRISTIANNE REGNER FROM GERMANY WERE. THERE I
REMAINED. I WAS NEVER QUESTIONED,> I WAS NEVER CHARGED WITH

ANYTHING .
THE CAPTAIN OF THE DETECTIVE BUREAUr ALI. HE

WANTED TO KNOW FROM ME WAS °*REVERENDs DID ANYTHING WRONG
HAPFEN TO YOU DOWN HERE®* -—- WHICH IT HAD NOT» BUT THIS IS HIS
CHIEF CONCERN. HE EVENTUALLY SENT IN TWO DETECTIVES ASAING
IF I WOUuLD ['ROP THE CHARGES» IF I WOULD JUST LET EVERYTHING
G0 AS IS, WITHOUT GOING UP TO THE ROUNDHOUSE.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE: WHO PROPOSED THAT

PROPOSITION®
A TWO DETECTIVES WHO WERE SENT IN BY THE

CAFTAIN.
REPRESENTATIVE WRITE!? WERE YOU STILL AT 24TH

ANL WOLF?
A I WAS STILL AY 24TH AND WOLF. I WAS AT 24TH
AND WOLF» APFROXIMATELY 2 O/CLOCKN IN THE MORNING UNTIL 7
C'CLOCN IN THE MORNING,  JUST SITTING ANIt WAITING.
REFRESENTATIVE WHITE? DID THEY ASK YOU IF YOU

WERE GOING TO FURSUE THIS?
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A THEY ASNED ME NOTHINGs NOT EVEN MY NAME., AT
THE DETECTIVE RUREAU I WAS NOT QUESTIONED OWE EIT» MY WIFE
WAS NOT QUESTIONED» MY DAUGHTER WAS NOT QUESTIONED'» AND MY
HOUSE GUEST WAS NOT QUESTIONEDs NOT EVEN NAMESs ADDRFSSESs
AND FHONE NUMRERS.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE:? BUT THEY DID SUGGEST
THAT YOU SHOULD NOT CARRY THIS ANY FURTHER?

A RIGHT.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE? DO YOU ANOW WHO THOSE
DETECTIVES WERET

A NOs» I DON'T.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? OKaY.,

A. THEY FROCEEDED TO CARRY US UP TQ THE ROUND
HOUSE -- LINE: BY 8 O’CLOCK. WE HAD A TRIAL. I WAS
FINGERPRINTED AT 11 OR 12 O‘CLOCN. THEY WERE BUSY WASHING
FLOORS AND WAXING THE FLOORS: THEREFORE: NO ONE COULD RE
FINGERPRINTED NOR FHOTOGKAFHED DURING THIS PERIOD. AT AROUND
3130 OR 4 O‘CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON WE WERE GIVEN A —— WHAT IS
ITy A PRELIMINARY HEARING BEFORE THE JUUGE, OKAY.

THE WORD DID COME DOWNs HOWEVERs THAT
BECAUSE I WAS A MINISTER I SHOULD NOT RE HANDCUFFEDs AND
BECAUSE THERE WERE A NUMRER OF PEOPLE WHO HAD COME FORTH FOR
THE HEARINGS, YOU KNOWr DON’T FUT HANDCUFFS ON ME.
THE FOLLOWING DAY, I WENF 7O THE HOSPITAL.

1 WAS QFFERED HOSFITALIZATION -- DETECTIVE WITHERSPOON
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REVEREND JOSEPH P. KIRKLAND 692

OFFERED TO TAKE ME TO THE HOSPITAL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: DIODN‘T THEYs REVERENL
KRIRKLANDy TELL YOU WHAT YOU WERE CHARGED WITH YET?

A I INQUIRED AT S5:30 ON SATURDAY MORNING WHAT
CHARGES WERE AGAINST ME», I INQUIRED OF THE CAPTAIN OF THE
DETECTIVE RUREAU. HE TOLD ME THEY HAD NOT DECIDED YET AT
20TH AND FEDERAL. I DID NOT KANOW WHAT I WAS BEING CHARGELD
WITH UNTIL I WAS BEFORE THE JUDGE THE FOLLOWING DAY.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! WHAT WERE THE CHARGES®?

A INCITING A RIOT -— LET ME READ MY PAPER.
INCITING A RIOTr ASSAULT AND BATTERY AGAINST A POLICE
OFFICERs AND RESISTING ARREST.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! INCREDIELE .,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: GO0 AHEAL» REVEREND.

A, OKAY., I WAS RELEASED ANU TRIAL WAS SET. 1
FINALLY HAD A HEARING BEFORE A JUDGE CONROYs ANIF THIS HAD
NOTHING TO DO WITH POLICE BRUTALITY, BUI HOW, THE WAY IN
WHICH THE COURT SYSTEM WORKS.

I HAD A VERY COMPETENT LAWYER WHO EECAME

MOST INCOMPETENT WHEN IT CAME TO REFRESENFING ME IN COURT.
POINT NUMBER ONE: WHEN I WAS IN THE HOSFPITAL FROM THIS CASE,
HE BROUGHT REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE D.A.’S OFFICE FOR ME TO
GIVE THEM A STATEMENT. HE DID THE SAME THING AT MY HOME WITH
MY WIFE AND DAUGHTERs RUM WE HAD CONFIDENCE IN HIM., HE

FOSTPONEDR THE CASE SO THE POLICE OF THE CITY COULD GET MORE
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REVEREND JOSEFH FP. KRIRKLAND 693

INFORMATION AND MATERIAL FOR THEIR CASE THAT THIS MIGHI BE

KNOWN .
AT THE TRIAL -~ MY WIFE WHO HAD EEEN

ARRESTED WAS NEVER TRIED» AND THE YOUNG LADY FROM GERMANY AND

MYSELF WERE TRIED TOGETHER. AND THE --

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS! EXCUSE ME.
CHAIRMAN RHODES! REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.
REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: ARE YOU NOW REFERRING

TO THE TRIAL» THE HFARING THAT YOU HAD AT THREE IN THE
AFTERNOON --

A NO.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS? ~~ Al THE ROUNDHOUSE®

A NOs» I FPASSED THAT,.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: 1M SORRY., I AM
TRYING TO GET CLARIFICATIONy THAT’S WHY WE INTERRUFTED YOU.

A I AM TALKING AROUT HOW MY LAWYER» A VERY
COMPETENT LAWYER BECAME VERY INCOMPETENT WHEN HE HAD & FOLICE
BRUTALITY CASE TO DEAL WITH., SEE WHAT I AM SAYING?

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: AT A SUBSEQUENT DATE
AFTER THE ROUNDHOUSE HEARING?

A RIGHT.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS:? OKAYrs THAT’'S THE POINT
I AM TRYING TO ESTABLISH.,

A THIS IS5 A HEARING [OWN IN CITY HALL WITH

JURGE CONROY.
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REVEREND JOSEPH P. NIRKLAND 494

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS! OKAY .
A ONAY. THE FOLICE OFFICERS TESTIFIED THAT
THE REASON THEY BROKE INTO MY HOME WAS BECAUSE I HAD THROWN
== ONE SAID I HAD THROWN BOTTLES OUT THE WINDOW: ANOTHER SAID
THAT I HAD THROWN AN OBJECT OUT THE WINDOW: ANOTHER SAID THAT
I HAD CALLEID' ALL THE NEIGHEBORS -— NOW THIS IS 1:130 IN THE
MORNINGs AND I LIVE IN A RETIRED' NEIGHBORHOOD,» THE L1GHfIS GO
OUT IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD 9 O/CLOCK AT NIGHT.
I HAVE THE» I THINK I HAVE THE LARGEST --
THERE ARE MORE FPEOFPLE LIVING IN MY APARTMENT THAN IN ANY
OTHER HOME IN THAT COMMUNITY. HALF THE TIME THERE ARE FPOOR
FEOPLE LIVING THEREys EITHER WIDOWS, WIDOWERSs FEOPLE IN THEIK
SEVENTIES AND EIGHTIES.
ONE TESTIFIED THAT I HAD GATHERED THE
NEIGHEORS ABQUT» AND AT LEAST 150 OR 200 FEOPLE CAME ON THE
STREETs AND I ENCOURAGED THEM TO RIOT» WHEN IN FACT» I NEVER
LEFT MY HOME.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!: SORT OF LIKE A GRAY PANTHEK
RIOT.
A WHATEVER IT IS,
ANOTHER TESTIFIEDR THAT I HAD USED VULGARITY
OUT OF THE WINDOW AT THEMs AND CURSED ALL OF THEM CUT. I AM
NOT PRONE TO VULGARITY» NEVER HAVE BEEN.
I WAS FOUND NOT GUILTYs BUT I THINK THIS IS

THE IMPORTANT THING: I COULD NOT TES(IIFY, MY WIFE COULD NOT
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REVEREND JOSEFH F. KIRKLAND 695

TESTIFYs MY DAUGHTER DID' NOT TESTIFY. MY HOUSE GUEST [ID NOT
TESTIFY: POLICE OFFICERS TESTIFIED: EUT THE JURGE IS ABLE TO
SAY AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE TRIAL. "EVEN THOUGH I HAVE HEARID
THIS TESTIMONY, I AM QUITE SURE THAT THE REVEREND DID
SOMETHING TO AGITATE THEM.® THIS WAS HIS CONCLUSION. YOU
KNOW, HOW CAN YOU DIRAW A CONCLUSION WITHOUT GETTING AlL YOUR
FACTS®

WE HAVE A VICIOUS SYSTEM WHERE THE FOLICE»
WITH THE JUDGESs AND SOMETIMES EVEN THE COUKRTS -- BECAUSE
AFTER THINKING BACK FOUR» FIVE» SIX YEARSs I DO THINK THERE
WAS COLLUSION BETWEEN MY LAWYER AND THE C1TY OF
FHILADELFHIA. THAT’S IT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES?: THANKN YOU» REVEREND KIRAKLAND,

ARE THERE QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE® WE

WILL START WITH REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.

REFPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS:
Q. REVEREND NIRKLAND, I WOULD LIKE TOs FIRST OF

ALL» THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE. AS ONE OF MY CONSTITUENIS OF
SOUTH PHILADELFHIAs I AM MORE THAN FLEASED THAT YOU FELT IT
WAS YOUR CIVIC DUTY TO COME FORWARD AND STATE THE FACTS AS
YOU KNOW THEM. SO THAT THE MEMERERS OF THIS FANEL WILL KNOW
MY FULL FEELINGS FOR YOU» I WOULD LINE EVERYONE HERE IN THIS
ROOM TO ANOW THAT, EVEN THOUGH REVEREND' KIRKLAND IS THE
FASTOR OF THE HOLY REDEEMER CHURCH RI1GHM NOW: HE WAS THE

FORMER FASTOR OF THE UNION BAPTIST CHURCH» WHICH MY WIFE IS A
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REVEREND JOSEFH F. KRIRKLAND 696

MEMBER OF 7 HE IS ALSO THE GOOD REVEREND THAT UNITED THE YOUNG
LADY IN HOLY WEDLOCK BACK IN 19460, SO I HAVE NOTHING EBU1
ADMIRATION FOR REVEREND KIRNLAND,

REVEREND KIRKLAND, I WOULD LINE YOU TO KNOW
THAT ALL THE QUESTIONS THAT 1 AM DIRECVING TO YOUy IN NO WAY
ARE THEY HOSTILE; EUT,» MORE SO IT WILL EE ENOUGH ON MY PART
TO MAKE THE INQUIRIES SO0 THAT THE FULL FACTS CAN BE DISCLOSED
REFORE THIS PANELs» HOPEFULLY» SO THAT FORTHCOMING LEGISLATION
WILL RE ENACTED TO CORRECT SOME OF THE ILLS. WITH THAT
STATEMENT» REVEREND KIRKLAND, I WOULD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT THE
FHYSICAL LOCATION OF YOUR HOME, WHICH WAS INVADEDL RY THE
FOLICE THAT FROMFPTED THIS SITUATION.

NOW, CORRECT ME IF I AM WRONG» ARE YOU
REFERRING TO YOUR HOME LOCATION ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF
19TH AND FEDERAL®

A THAT’S CORRECT.
Q. OKAY. YOUR HOME AS I RECALL ITs REVEREND

NIRKLAND, SINCE I LIVE AT 26TH AND FEDERALs FACES TWO
STREETS.
A RIGHT.
Q. THE SHORT SIDE REING OW FEDERAL SIREET» THE
LONG EXTENSION OF THE FROPERTY BEING ON 19TH STREET.
AS STATED BY YOU IN YOUR TESTIMONY, YOU
LODKED OUT THE WINDOW ON THE 19TH STREET SIDE OF YOUR

PROPERTY,
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A THAT’S CORRECT.

Q. OKAY. AS A RESULT OF YOUR MAKING A REQUEST»
THAT THE OFFICERS SUSTAIN FROM BEATINGs HARASSING» AND
MISUSING THE INDIVIDUAL AS THEY DID Al 1:30 IN THE MORNING»
YOUR PROPERTY WAS INVADED BY FIVE FOLICE OFFICERS, AND YOU.
AS A RESULT» YOU AND YOUR FAMILY SUFFERED' FHYSICAL INJURIES
AND MENTAL ANGUISH.

WOULD YOU PLEASE TELL THIS AUDIENCE ANL' THIS

PANEL EXACTLY WHAT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE POLICE OFFICERS ON
192TH STREET TO COME INTO YOUR HOUSE AND INVADE THE SECOND
FLOOR AREAs» WHICH I RELIEVE WAS WHERE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
RESIDE®

A. ALL I DID TQ THE OFFICERS WAS TELL THEM» YOU
KNOWs STOP BEATING THE MAN ~- YOU ANOWs I7 COULD HAVE BEEN
ANYONE» AND I DIDN‘T KNOW THE FELLOW THEY WERE BEATING -- YOU
NNOW: YOU HAVE SUBDUED HIM. DOING THIS TwWO OK THREE TIMES
WAS ENOUGH FOR THEM TO COME TO MY FRONT DOOR AND KICK IT IN
AND COME INTO MY HOME.

Q. OKAY., REVEREND, I AM JUST TRYING TO SECURE
THE FACTS» I AM NOT TRYING TO LEAD YOU AS A WITNESS. THE
FOINT I WAS TRYING TO ESTABLISH IS! 1IN ORDER TO PENETRATE
YOUR LIVING QUARTERSs I BRELIEVE IT IS NECESSARY TO COME TO
FEDERAL STREET: AM I CORRECT? I HAVE NEVER REEN IN YOUR HOME s
BUT I THINK THERE IS AN ENTRANCE ON FEDERAL SIREET IN ORDER

TO GET TO THE PREMISES ON THE SECOND FL.OOR:? NOW CORRECT ME IF
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I AM WRONG.
A I HAVE AN ENTRANCE ON FEDERAL SIREET FOR

ANOTHER WAY IN THE HOUSE, AND AN ENTRANCE ON 19TH STREET.

Q. TGO COME TO YOUR LIVING QUARTERS ON THE
SECOND FLOOR®

A YES.

Q. OKAaY. 80 YOU ARE SAYING WHEN YOUR FPROPERTY.
YOUR LIVING QUARTERS WAS PENETRATED RY THE FPOLICE OFFICERS»
IT WAS DONE SO BY WAY OF THE 19TH STREET -~

A 19TH STREET ENTRANCE.

Q. 19TH STREET ENTRANCE"®

A. YES.

Q. OKAY. THANKN YOU VERY MUCH.

A ACTUALLY THEY TRIER TO FENETRATE THE FUNERAL
HOME DOOR.

Q. THAT’S ANOTHER POINF I WANT TO BRING OUT.

A, YES?

Q. YOUR LOCATION ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF
20TH AND FEDERAL., 1 RELIEVE ON THE F1RST FLOOR YOU HAVE A
BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT.

A THAT’S RIGHT,

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? SUSPEND FOR A MOMENT.

(PAUSE .)
YOU MAY PROCEED.

REFPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS:


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


L I LU S B

b BRI N R ¢ S

10
11
12
13

14

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

REVERENU JOSEPH F. NIRKLAND 699

Q. ON THE 20TH STREET SIDE OF YOUR FROPERTY --
CHANGE THAT» SIR. ON THE FEDERAL STREET SIDE OF YQUR
PROPERTY AT 19TH AND FEDERAL:» YOU HAVE IN ROLD' LETTERS I
BELIEVE, AN INUICATION OF SOME TYPE OF ERUSINESS,

A RIGHT.

Q. WOULD YOU TELL ME SFECIFICALLY WHAT THOSE
LETTERS SAYs WHAT TYPE OF BUSINESS ARE THEY IN REFERENCE TO7

A ON THE 19TH STREET ENTRANCE» AND ALSD ON THE
FEDERAL STREET ENTRANCE SIDEs THERE ARE SIGNS °*LYIIA P,
KIRKLAND» FUNERAL HOME.®

a. OkAY. 1IF I MAY» SIRy GO ON TO ANOTHER
SUBJECT.,

WE SPORE AROUT OFFICER KRUFINSNI» AND YOU

HAD MENTIONED EARLIER -- AND MAYRE I MISSED IT -~ I WAS
TRYING TO LISTEN TO YOU VERY CLOSELY, I HOPE I WROTE If DONN
PROPERLY$# YOU STATED THAT HE HAD HIT YOU ON YOUK GROIN AND
SHIN -- NOW MAYBE I’M WRONG.

A ON MY HEADs SHINS.

r YOUR HEAD ANIi SHINS?

A HEAD» HAND AND SHINS. YOU KNOUW, THIS WAS A
MATTER OF SUEDUING --

Q. OKAY., BUI WHAT YOU DID NOT SAY», REVEREND
KIRRLANDr IS WHAT HE HIT YOU WITH.

A WITH HIS CLUE.

(2 WITH HIS CLUE™?
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REVEREND JOSEPH P. KIRKLAND 700

A YES.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WITH HIS CLUbB OR HIS
ELACKJACK?

A, HIS CLUB,

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS?

Q. ONAY. WAS THAT REFPEATEDLY? CAN WE TALK IN
TERMS OF HOW MANY TIMES?

A WELLs THIS IS JUST TOO DIFFICULT TO
ASCERTAINs YOU KNOWr YOU DUN’T KNOW HOW MANY TIMES A MAN HITS
YOU WHEN YOU HAVE EREEN HIT» AND YOU ARE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO
REING HITy SO IT’S VERY DIFFICULT TO SAY HOW MANY TIMES A MAN
HITS YOU, BUT I DO KNOW THAT THE NEXT MORNING I WAS IN
MERCY-DHOUGLAS HOSPITAL.

Q. OKAY:. AS A RESULT OF YDUR GOING TO
MERCY~-DOUGL.AS HOSPITALs THERE WERE OBVIOUSLY ABRASIONS.

CONTUSIONS AND/OR STITCHES.

A, THAT SORT OFf THING.
Q. I’M ASKING YOUs I DON’T NNOW.
A YES» A SLIGHI CONCUSSIONs MR. WIGGINS.

Q. OKAY. ANY STITCHESs REVEREND?

A NOs SIR.

a. I BON’T WANT TO REFEAT A NAME, BUT YOU DID
STATE THAT AT 20TH AND -~ CHANGE THAT -— 24TH AND WOLF» THAT
YOU ENCOUNTERED A DETECTIVE THAT WAS CONCERNED OVER YOUR
SAFETY WHO ANEW YOU WERE A MINISTER IN THE COMMUNITY., NOW,
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THE PERSON YOU REFERRED TO IS ACTIVELY IMVOLVED IN THE
HOMICIDE DIVISION. I KNOW THE INVIVIDUAL ALSOs HE‘’S A VERY
GOOD FRIEND OF MINE.
I AM TRYING TO MANE OQUT IN MY MIND WHY YOU

AND YOUR FAMILY» WHO WERE ARRESTED FOR INCITING A RIOT»
RESISTING ARRESTs ASSAULT AND RBRATTERY» SHOULD EVER HAVE BEEN,
IN THE FIRST PLACE:s AT 24TH AND WOLFs ANM I AM WONDERING IF
YOU HAVE COME TO ANY CONCLUSIONS AS TO THAT LOCATION.

A, THIS IS A& PART --

Q. EXCUSE ME» SIR. THAT HAPPENED TO EKE THE
SOUTHWEST DETECTIVE HEADQUARTERS®

A RIGHT.

Q. I WOUuLD LIKE TO IDENTIFY THAT LOCATION FOR
YOU REVERENDs AND FOR THE COMMIVTEE MEMBERS ALSO! 24TH AND
WOLF IS THE SOUTHWEST DETECTIVE ERUREAU.

A, YES,
Q. OKaAY. WOULD YOU -—-
A THIS I BELIEVE IS A METHOL OF NEEPING THE

FEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE COMMUNITY WITHOUT THE INFORMATION OF
WHERE THEIR RELATIVES ARE» WHEN AND IF THEIR RELATIVES ARE
ARRESTED. COMMONSENSE WOULD THINK THEY WOULD RE AT 20TH AND
FEDERAL» BUT IN FALT THEY ALWAYS LAND UFP AT 24TH AND WOLF.

Q. 20TH AND FEDERAL» BEING THE 17TH POLICE
DISTRICT®

A 17TH FOLICE RISTRICT. ANM THEY ALWAYS ARE
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TAKEN TO 24TH AND WOLF. IT‘S JUST A COMMON OCCURRENCE EACH
DAY, I LIVE JUST ONE BLOCK FROM THE 17TH POLICE DISTRICI»
AND THIS CAN RE SEEN ON A DAILY BASIS.

Q. ORAY» REVERENDs FPLEASE EBREAR WITH ME. YOU
HAVE MENTIONED' EARLIER THAT YOU HAD' GONE 10 THE HOSFITAL.
THE DATE THAT THIS INCIDENT HAPFENED WAS AUGUST 4. 1972, YOU
WERE IN YOUR HOME. THE INCIDENT HAFPENED APFROXIMATELY 1130
A+ Mer» YOU WERE AT -~ AND CORRECT ME IF I AM WRONG»> I AM NOT
TRYING TO CHANGE YOUR WORDS, BUT AGAIN» I AM TANING NOTES --
FROM 2 TO 7 A. M.» YOU WERE AT THE SOUTHUEST DETECTIVE
AGENCYs AT 8 0‘CLOCK YOU WERE AT THE ROUNDHOUSE.

A RIGHT.

a. AND! YOU HAD A 3 O’CLOCKN HEARINGS AM I
CORRECT ON THAT?

A CORRECT.

a. ONAY., MY QUESTION TO YOU I&: UWHEN DID YOU

GO TO THE HOSFITALT
A I WENT TO THE HOSFITAL AFTER MY HEARING. I

WOULD NOT LETy I WOULD IN NO WAY LET FOLICE OFFICERS TAKNE ME
TO THE HOSFPITAL AT 3 O0CLOCK IN THE MORNINGs UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES. THEY OFFERED. WITHERSFOON ASKED ME IF I
WANTED FPOLICE OFFICERS TC TAKE ME TO THE HOSPITAL. I WAS
BETTER OFF BLEEDING IN THE DETECTIVES’ SPOT RATHER THAN
GOING TO THE HOSFPITAL WITH SOME WHITE FOLICEMEN.

Q. YOU RAISE ANQTHER QUESTION» REVEREND --
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BLEEDING. 1 RAISED THE QUESTION EARLIER! ABRASIONS,
CONTUSIONS, STITCHES. NOW, IT IS NOT MNECESSARY TO HAVE
STITCHES IN ORDER TO BRLEED, AND I AM AWARE OF THAT. YOU
COULD BE BLEEDING FROM YOUR NOSE OR YOUR MOUTH» YOU KNOW»
HAVE A PUNCH DELIVERED TO THAT AREA.
MY QUESTION TO YOU IS! WHERE WERE YOU

BLEEDING FROM?

A I WAS BLEEDING FROM MY HEADL.

Q. OKAY. SO YOU HAD OPEN WOUNDS ON YOUR HEAD?

A YES:» FROM MY HEAD.,

e OKAY, I AM TRYING TO MANE A DLTERMINATION
AGAIN,

A YES?

Qe YOU HAD OPEN WOUNDS ON YOUR HEADs HOWEVER:»
NOT REQUIRING STITCHES?

A RIGHT.,
a. OKAY. YOUR LAWYER» WHO Al A SUKSEQUENT DATE

AFTER THE HEARING AT THE ROUNDHOUSE BECAME VERY INCOMPETENT
AS YOUR I'EFENDER, YOUR CHAMFPION --

A RIGHT,

Q. -— FOR WHATEVER HIS REASONS MIGHT RE. COULD
YOU STATE IN YOUR OFINION WHY YOUR ATTORNEY TOOK THE POSITION

THAT HE DID®
A, SINCE THAT CASEs I HAVE SENT A DAUGHTER TO

LAW SCHOOL AND AS WE DISCUSS LAW AND AS WE READ CASESs THE
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WAY IN WHICH MY LAWYER HANDLED THt CASE WAS THE ESSENCE OF
INCOMPETENCYs NOT BECAUSE HE IS INCOMPETENT, HE IS MOST
COMPETENT, EVEN TO THE TUNE THAT HE WOULD NOT EVLCN FOLLOW-UP
MY CASE TO BRING SUIT AGAINST THE CITY» AND MONEY WASN‘T HIS
PROBLEM. IT WAS JUST ME.

a. WAS YOUR ATTORNEY WHITE OR BLACK?

A RLACK, A. BENJAMIN JOHNSON» THAT’S HIS
NAME +

r WELLs I DIDN’T ASK THAT. I DID NOT ASK
THAT.,

A I‘LL SAY HIS NAME.

Q. I DID NOT ASK THAT.

A. I HAVE NO QUALMS. I ANOW YOU DID NOT ASK
THAT,» BUT I‘LL SAY HIS NAME.

Q. I DID NOT ASKk THAT. I WOULD LIAKE FOR THE
RECORD TO SHOW THAT I DID NOT RAISE THAT QUESTION. I L[ID NOT

ASK THAT.
A I WAS GOING TO SAY HIS NAME HEFORE I LEFT.

Q. I DON’T WANT TO EMBARRASS ANYONE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? DO YOU HAVE ANY MORE
QUESTIONSs REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS?

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: YES.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS:

Q. ONE MORE FINAL QUESTIONs REVEREND NIRKLAND.

EOTH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY HAD REFUSED TO TESTIFY AT A
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SUBSEQUENT HEARING. WOULD YOU LIKE TO TELL THE FANEL AS TO
WHAT YODUR REASONS MIGHT HAVE BEEN AS TO WHY YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY HESITATED TO GIVE TESTIMONY RELATIVE TO THE ISSUES
THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE WITH YOU.

A DO YOU MEAN INVOLVED IN FOLLOWING THE CASE
UPr IS THAT WHAT YOU MEAN: SIR?

Q. YES» SIR.

A. I HAVE SOME REASONS FOR THAT.

Q. WAS IT FEAR FROM -~

A OH» NO» NO.

Q. OkAY. THAT’S --

A NOr IT WAS MORE THEOLOGICAL ANV MORE
INVOLVED CHRISTIANITY. THERE 1S A LITTLE PASSAGE IN THE
RIBLE THAT SAYS: "WAIT ON THE LORD.® I KNEW SOMETHING LIAE
THIS WAS GOING TO HAFFEN ONE DAYr AND I AM PRODUCING THE
LORD.

Q. AMEN .,
A CERTAINLY. WHEREASy MAYBE THE EFFECTIVENESS

OF A LEGAL MIND THAT IS FREE MIGHI BE ABLE TO DO MORE FOR MY
NEIGHBORS AND FOR MY FRIENDS THAN A LITTLE MESS OF APOLOGY
THAT I MIGHT RE ABLE TO GET FROM THE CITY, THIS 1S MUCH MORE
IMPORTANT TO ME THAN FOLLOWING THROUGH WITH IT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES:

Q. HAVE YOU EVER RUN IN10 OFFICER ARUPINSKI

SINCE?
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A YES» I HAVE.

Q. WHERE"™

A AT THE 17TH POLICE DISIRICT.

Q. WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THOSE ENCOUNTERS
RETWEEN YOU? HOW DO YOU FEEL WHEN YOU RUN INTO HIM?

A I DON‘T DEAL WITH HIM.

Q. WHAT DO YDU MEAN YOU DON‘T DEAl. WITH HINM?

- I D0 NOT EVEN TALK TO HIM. IF I GO INTO THE
FPOLICE STATION» AND HE IS THERE AT THE WINDOWy I TELL HIM, °I
DON’T WANT TO SAY ANYTHING TO YOU, GIVE ME SOMERODY ELSEs®
AND HE IMMEDIATELY GOES AWAY AND BRINGS SOMEEODY ELSE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THANK YOUs REVEREND KIRKLAND.

IS THAT ALL REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS?

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: YESs AND' I WOULD LINE
TO THANK YOU AGAIN REVEREND KIRARLAND FOR BEING GRACIOUS
ENOUGH TO APPEAR REFORE THIS COMMITTEE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? REPRESENTATIVL WILLIAMS.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?

Q. REVEREND AIRKLAND» I UNDERSTAND THAT IN THE
CRIMINAL CHARGES THAT WERE AGAINST YOUy THEY WERE RASICALLY
DISMISSED BY JUDGE CONROY.

A YES.

a. ANU I ASSUME THAT WITH THE EVIDENCE THAT WAS
FRODUCED AT THAT HEARINGy HE DID NOT FIND SUFFICIENT

EVIDENCE, EVEN FROM WHAT THE POLICE OF THE COMMONWEATH SAID,
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TO FIND YOU BOUND OVER FOR COUKRT OWH CRIMINAL CHARGES; IS THAT
RIGHT?

A THAT’S CORRECT.

Q. IT SEEMS LIKE YOUR LAWYER DID WHAT HE WAS

-HIRED TO DO.

A NOs NO» NO. ARSOLUFELY NOT. THERE ARE SOME
OF THE THINGS THAT I AM AWARE OF THAT HE HAS DONEs BUP IN A
CASE OF THIS NATURE, WHAT LAWYER WITH ANY GUOD SENSE WOULD
ASN FOR A DEMURRER TO GIVE THE OPPOSITION THIRTY MORE DAYS TO
0 MORE INVESTIGATIONs AND FREVENT ME --

Q. HE. ASKED FOR A CONTINUANCEs, YOU MEAN?

A NO» HE DID NOTs A DPEMURRER. 1 DON‘T KNOW IF
I‘M FRONOUNCING IT RIGHT.

Q. DEMURRER »

A DEMURRER: IS THAT WHAT IT IS? THAT GIVES THE
OPFPOSITION THIRTY DAYS TO DD MORE INVES1IGATION INTO THE
CASE» AND IT PREVENTS ME DURING THESE THIRTY DAYS FROM TAKING
ANY LEGAL ACTION,

NOW:, WHAT LAWYER IN HIS GOOD SENSE WOULD ASK
FOR THAT AT THE CONCLUSION OF A& CASE® THIS IS WHY I AM
SAYING A COMFETENF LAWYER JUST BECAME INCOMPETENT.
(FPAUSE,)

Q. WELL» SOME OF US ARE COMPETENT» RUT ARE NO1

COMPETENT EVERY [WAY.

fs BUT I WISH HE WAS ON THAT DAY.
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Qe REVERENDy I HAVE EEEN READING OVER THE
ACCOUNTS OF YOUR INCIDENT AROUNL THAT TIME IN AUGUST OF 1972,
AND OF COURSE 1 REMEMMER VERYr VERY WELL THAT WHEN IT WAS
PUBLICIZED IT CAUSED GREAT CONCERN THROUGHOUT THE
PHILADELFHIA COMMUNITY.

JUST LET ME NOTE ONE ARTICLE, WHERE IT NOT

ONLY REFERRED TO YOUR INCIDENT» BUT IT ALSO REFERREDR TO THE
ARREST OF REFPRESENTATIVE DAVE RICHARDSON ON MAY 12 OF THE
SAME YEAR FOR TRYING TO BREAK UF A GANG FIGHT. HE WAS
DISMISSED. IT TALKED ALSO ABOUf LARRY CROSSs WHO HANGED
HIMSELF WHEN HE WAS REFERRED T THE 19TH POLICE DISTRICT,
WHERE MRS. ARMSTRONG‘S SON WAS MISTREATEDS AND SOME OTHER
ARTICLES BY THE TRIEUNE, WHICH REFERS IN 1972 WITH WHAT
APFEARS TO BE A FROELEM OF VERY» VERY HIGH MAGNITULE OF
POLICE BRUTALITY -- THEY CALLED IT BRUTALITY THEN IN 1972 -—-

OF THIS WIDESFREAD CONCERN ABOUT THAT FPROBLEM AT THAT TIME IN
1972, AS A MATTER OF FACT: ONE OF THE ARTICLES HERE WHICH

YOU HAVE IN YOUR FILE -~ IT OCCURRED IN THE TRIEBUNE ON AUGUST
12y 1972. 1T INDICATES THAT RIZZO BLAMES KIRKLANL FOR COPS’
ATTACK, OF COURSE», YODUR CASE WAS DUSMISSEDs RIGHT: SO THAT
TURNED OUT TO ERE ABSOLUTELY FALSE.

A YES» IT WAS FALSE BUT BLELYOND THAT RIZZO EVEN
ACCUSED ME FOR THE RIOTS OF 1964y OF ENCOURAGING THE FEOFLE
TO COME RACK INTQ THE STREETS. I WASN’T EVEN ON COLUMEIA

AVENUE THAT NIGHT: AND I HAVE NEVER HAD A FERSONAL WORD WITH
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RIZZO. THE MAN IS JUST A LIARs THAT’S AlLL.

@. AT THAT TIME HE WAS THE POLICE COMMISSIONER
IN THE CITY TOO. NO» HE WAS THE MaAYOR --

A NO» HE WAS THE HAYOR. THEY REFERRED BACK TO
19264 WHEN HE WAS THE COMMISSIONER.

Q. OKAY .

e THE MAN DOES ITs, THE MAN WALKRS INTO THIS
ROOM NOW HE WOULD NOT NNOW ME. I HAVE NEVER SAID A WORD TO
HIM IN MY LIFE. HE HAS NEVER SEEN ME.

Q. WHY DO YOU THINK» BOTH A MAYOR ANU FORMER
FOLICE COMMISSIONERs IN A QUESTION INVOLVING A FOLICE ATTACK
WAGED AGAINST A MINISTER: WHY WOULD HE TAKE TIME TO SAY THAT?

A. WELL,» THE MAYOR IS A RACIST. 1 GREW UP IN
SOUTH FHILADELPHIAs AND WHEN THE MAN WAS A FOLICE OFFICER AT
12TH AND PINFs HE WAS BETTER KNOWN AS THE °CISCO KID" WHERE
HE SPENT ALL OF HIS TIME RICKING IN BLACK FPEOPLES’ DOODRS, AND
ARRESTING BLACK FEOFPLE FOR A LITTLE BDOTLEGGING AND WRITING
NUMBERS:s THAT SORT OF THING.

a. SUPPOSE YDU HALY BEEN A NON-BLACK MINISTER»
WOULD THE SAME THING HAPFEN TO YOU?

A OHr ABSOLUTELY NOT. NO WAY.

WHAT HAFPENED TO THE FPOLICE OFFICERS» THEY

WERE SURPRISED' TO FIND A MINISTER LIVING IN A SECONI FLOOR
AFARTHENT AT 19TH AND FEDERALs AND WHEN THEY SAW A WHITE GIRL

UP THERE, THEY KNEW SHE HADI' TO BE A FROSTITUTE ON A FRIDAY
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REVEREND JOSEPH FP. KRIRKLAND 710

NIGHT.
Q. REVEREND, DO YOU MEAN TO SAY THAT YOUR

EXPERIENCE AS A MINISTER» AS A CITIZEN» INDICATES THAT IF A
BLACKs MALE MINISTER» WHAT HAVE YOUs AND A WHITE FEMALE WOULD
BE TOGETHER AT 19TH AND FEDERAL» THAT THE POLICE OFFICERS
WOULD CONSIDER HER A FROSTITUIE®

A I HAVE EXPERIENCED IT BEFORE: FOR THREE OK
FOUR YEARS» I HAD EXCHANGE STUDENTS COME INTO MY HOME AND TO
MY CHURCH FROM ALL OVER THt WORLD -— BRAZIL, NORWAYs; FINLAND.

Q. WELL» ISN’T THERE SOMETHING WRONG WITH THAT
RIND OF THINKING®?

A. NO., THEY GOT THEIR GESTAPO. YOU KNOWs
LITTLE KRIDS FROM GCRMANY —- 17 YEARS OLD» CAN‘T EVEN SPEAR
ENGLISHs ANL THE COPS STOP HER FROM WALKING DOWN THE STREET
IN A BLACK NEIGHEORHOOD.

I TELL IT TO THE FOLICE CAPTAINs I THINA

THAT WAS CAPTAIN LACEY. HIS RESPONSE WASs *REVEREND IF
WHITE FEOPLE ARE GOING TO BE AT YOUR HOUSE FOR ANY LENGTH OF
TIME, YOU OUGHT TO COME TELL MEs SO I CAN ANWTSE THE
FOLICEMEN.® I SAIDs °*MANs I LIVE IN AMERICA ANU I DON'T HAVE
TO TELL YOU WHO IS COMING TO VISIT ME.®

a. YOU KRNOW SPEAKING Of° IT NOW I GUESS IT IS
AMUSING, BUT 1 GUESS THE REASON I AM ASKING YOU THESE WNINLS
OF QUESTIONSs REVERENDs IS THAT WE ARE TOLD THAT WE ARE IN

AMERICA --
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A. RIGHT.

a. AND IF WHAT YOU ARE SUGGESTING HAPFENS IS
LIKE TOTALLY FOREIGN TO THE AMERICAN SYSTEM» aANL IT’S VERY
SERIOUS IF THAT’S TRUE. YOU ARE SAYING THAT YOUR OPINION IN
THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES 157 THAT WAS TRUE. IS THAT WHAT YOU ARE
SAYING?

A. THAT IS WHAT I AM SAYING.

a. HOW LONG HAVE YOU REEN A MINISTERY®

A THIRY YEARS —- I‘M SORRY» T1HIRTY-ONE.

Q. ALSO IN 1972 AROUND THE SAME TIME, AN
ERITORIAL FROM THE SAME TRIBUNE NEWSPAPER SAYS ALL BLACKN
FOLITICIANS MUST HELF CUREB FOLICE BRUTALITY I'URING THAT TIME.

MY FOINT IS THAT FROM THE NEWSPAFPER ACCOUNTS
THAT YOU HAVE, IT SEEMS AS THOUGH THE FROBLEM THAT WE ARE
TALKING ABOUT NOW ALSO EXISTEDR IN SOME SERIOUS C{RCUMSTANCES
THEN .,
NOW,» WOULD THAT BE YOUR JUDGMENT?

A. THAT WHAT WAS HAPFENING THEN ALSO IS
OCCURRING NOUW?

Q. THAT IS» WHAT IS ALLEGEIM Y OCCURING NOW ALSO
WAS A SERIOUS PROBLEM THEN.

A, YES.

a. DO YOU THINK SINCE THAT TIME IT HAS REEN
INTERRUPTED IN ANY SUEBSTANTIAL WAY?

A NDs IT HAS GOTTEN WORSE.
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Q. NOW» JUST FOR OUR RECOREy, THE PHILADELFHIA

TRIBUNE IS8 A FHILADELPHIA NEWSFAFER OF RATHER WIDE

CIRCULATION} IS THAT CORRECT?

A IT’S A BLACK FAFERs RATHER GUOD CIRCULATION:

YES.
Q. AND THERE IS ALSO AN ART1ICLE IN THE

PHILADELFPHIA DAILY NEWS» AND ONE IN THLI. PHILAIELFHIA INQUIRER,

RUNNING AT THE SAME T1MEs ALL SFEAKING OF THE FROBLEMs THE

SAME PROBLEMS.

ARE THEY ALL DAILY FAPERS IN THE C1TY OF

FHILADELPHIA®

Q. REVERENVs JUST ONE FINAL QUESTION. THESE

THREE CHARGES THAT WERE FILED AGAINST YOUs, YOU ALSO SAID
YOUR TESTIMONY THAT THERE WERE THREE VERSIONS AS TO WHAT
plo.
ONE OFFICER SAID YOU THREW BOTTLES, ONE

OFFICER SAIDI' YOU THREW OBJEC1S» AND ANOTHER OFFICER SAIL
DIN SOMETHING TO INCITE THE FEOPLE? IS THAT CORRECT?

A. THAT’S CORRECT.

Q. YOU ARE SUGGESTING OR STATING THAT THE
OFFICERS BY SAYING THAT LIED UNDER OATH?

A YES» THEY DID. THEY WERE GIVEN THIS AS

REASON FOR COMING INTO MY HOME.

IN

YOU

you

THE

Q. I UNDERSTANL THATs EUT YOU ARE SAYING THAT
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WAS NOT TRUEs THAT THEIR TESTIMONY WAS FALSE?

A ABSOLUTELY FALSE.

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY OFINION AS TO WHY THEY WOULD
COME AND FALSELY TESTIFY TO SUPPORT THE CHARGES AGAINST YQU?

A TO SAVE THEMSELVES. YOU KNOWr WHAT FOLICE
OFFICER 1S GOING TO SAYy *A MAN HOLLERED (JUT [THE WINDOW AT
ME:. I BROKE DOWN HIS FRONT DOOR AND WENT UPSTAIRS AND HIT
HIM WITH MY CLUB.® THEY'RE NOT GOING TO SAY THIS»s S0 THEY
HAVE TD GET A REASON FOR KNOCKING DOWN MY FRONT DOOR.

Q. BUT THEY ARE SWORN TO UPHOLD THE LAUW.

A OHy THEY ARE SWORN TO UPHOLD IT, THEY IO
UPHOLLD IT.

Q. NOW> WHAT I MEAN IS THAT WHATEVER HAFPENELD
ON THE STREET IS ONE THING» BUT TO COME IN AND SWEAR IS
ANOTHER THING.

DO YOU HAVE ANY EXPERIENCES AS TO WHETHER OR

NOT MISSTATEMENTS AS TO SITUATIONS LIKE THIS: WHETHER OR NOT
THAT IS WIDESFREADT DO YOU HAVE ANY OFPINION OR WOULD YOU
HAVE ANY BASIS FOR AN OPINION?

A I DON‘T ANOW WHAT TO SaY.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! WOULD YOU ASK YOUR QUESTION
AGAINT

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

a. YOU ARE SAYING IN YOUR CASE RIZZO LIED --

A YES.
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Qe == ON YOU TO SUSTAIN CKRIMINAL CHARGES.
MAYBE YOU DON‘T KNOW ABOUT ANY OTHER CASES LINE THAT» AND I
AM NOT ASKING YOU TO SAY -~

A OHy THEY WOULD LIE ANY TIME. I DON‘T KNOW
OF ANY BUT I HAVE» YOU KNOWs SEEN MYSELF -- IT’S COMMON
KNNOWLEDGE .

- OKAY. YOU BASE IT ON--

A COMMON KNOWLEDGE .,

Q. —— COMMON ANOWLEDGE AND YOUR EXFERIENCE FROM
OTHER THINGS THAT OCCURRED?

A YES.,

REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? AlL RIGHT. THANKN YOU
VERY MUCH.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THANK YOU REFPRESENTATIVE
WILLIANMS,

REPRESENFATIVE WHITE: DO YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTIONS?

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE: YES: I DU,

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE:

Q. REVEREND NIRKLANDy I MAY BE THE YOUNGEST
MEMBER OF THIS COMMITTEE, BUT I WAS ACTIVE IN UNION BAFTIST
CHURCH AT THE TIME THAT THIS FPARTICULAR TNCIDENT TOOK PLACE.
EUT ONCE AGAIN I BON‘T WANM 70O DHELL ON WHAT HAFFENED IN
1972,

I RNOW THAT YOU ARE A EAFTIST MINISTER, AN
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I AM CURIOUS AS TO THE KINDS OF EXPERIENCES THAT YOU HAVE HAR
WITH MEMRERS OF YDUR CONGREGATION AND SO FORTH WITH REGARD TO
THEIR ATTITULE TOWARDS THE FOLICE. WITH THAT IN MINDy I
WOULD LINE TO GET SOME PRELIMINARY THINGS AGAIN JUST FOR THE
RECORD.
HOW LARGE 1S THE CONGREGATION THAT YOU

PASTOR?

Al ABOUT 700.

Qe DO YOU PROVILE FPASTORAL COUNSELING?

A, YESy I DO.

Q. TO THE MEMBERS OF YOUR CHURCH?

A YESs I DO.

Q. TO THE SAME FAMILY OF THE CHURCH?

As YES.,

Q. IN PROVIDING THAT COUNSELINGs HAVE YOU EVER
HAD AN OPFORTUNITY 10 ENCOUNTER INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE HAD
NEGATIVE EXPERIENCES WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT, THE POLICE IN
PHILADELFHIA®

A NOT THROUGH COUNSEI INGs, JUST THROUGH SIGHT
WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

Q. JUST WITH SIGHT®

A. YES.

Q. DID ANY MEMBERS OF YOUR CONGREGATION EVER
COME TO YOU WITH THESE S5TORIES --

A NO,
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Q. == ABOUT FOLICE BRRUTALITY?

A NOs THEY HAVEN'T.

Q. NO. FROM WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO OBSERVE
IN THE SOUTH PHILADELFHIA COMMUNITY WHERE YOU) ARE ACTIVE,
WHAT WOULD YOU SAY WAS THE GENERAL ATTITUDE OF THE COMMUNITY
TOWARDS THE FOLICE?

A. OHs THE COMMUNITY DISIRUSTED» TOTALLY
DISTRUSTED THEM» AND THEY LOOK UPON THE FOLICE AS NOT THEIR
PROTECTORS EUT AS THEIR OPPRESSORS.

e WHY DO YOU THINK PEOPLE FEEL THAT WAY?

A NUMBER ONE: BY THE WAY IN WHICH THEY USE
THEIR SIRENS IN BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS. AS SOON AS THEY GET TO
THE ITALIAN COMMUNITYs THE SCREAMS Of THE SIRENS ANI' LIGHTS
GO OFF. YOU SEE» DICKINSON STREET WHERE OUR CHURCH IS IS
ONLY SIX BLOCASy ONLY FIVE EBLOCKS FROM THE ITALIAN COMMUNITY.
THOSE CARS CAN GD DOWN FIVE EBLOCNS, THE LIGHTS GO OFF, THE
SIRENS GO OFF.

Q. ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE FOLICE CONLUCT --

A YES.

Q. == IN THE BLACK COMMUNI1TIES DIFFERS?

A FROM THAT OF THE WHITE.

Qe FROM THAT OF THE WHITE.

NOW>» CORRECT ME IF I aAM WRONG: YOU LIVE IN

THE 17TH FOLICE DISTRICT.

A YESy I DO,
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Q. THE ITALIAN COMMUNITY IS ALSO COVERED RY THE

17TH POLICE DISTRICT?

A YESs IT IS.

Q. THAT DISTRICTs HOWEVIER: IS PRETTY MUCH
SEGREGATEDs ISN‘T ITy ~-

A TOTALLY SEGREGATED.

Q. —-— THE NORTHERN PARTS®

A. TOTALY SEGREGATED.

Q. IT’S TOTALLY SEGREGATED?

A, YES.

Q. AND THE DIFFERENCE» THERE IS A VAST
DIFFERENCE RETWEEN THE KIND OF POLICE IN THE BLACN SECTIONS
OF THE 17TH FOLICE DISTRICT AS OFPOSED TO [MHL WHITE.

A RIGHT.

. IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE OTHER THAN THE SIRENS

AND THE LIGHTS THAT WOULD CAUSE PEOPLE, WHOM YOU COME IN

CONTACT WITH --
A OHs THE NUMBER: THE NUMBER OF BLACKS THAT

THEY STOP ON THE STREET EACH DAY. THE NUMBER OF TEENAGERS
THEY JUST PULL UP ANM SAY, °COME OVER HERE, SFREAD-EAGLE.®

THIS IS THEIR DAILY ROUTINE» FOR NO REASOUN EXCEFT A NID IS
WALKING DOWN THE STREET. THIS COULD BE SEEN ON A DAILY

BASIS,
Q. ARE YOU ACTIVE IN A MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE

HERE IN PHILADELFHIA.


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle


L]

b JOE - I N - N 4, B 4

10
11

REVEREND JOSEPH P. RIRKLAND 718

A NOs I‘M NOT.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOU REFPRESENTATIVE
WHITE. REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.

REFPRESENTAVIVE RICHARDSON!

a. REVEREND NIRKLANDy I HAVE JUST BREEN READING
YOUR NEWSPAFER CLIPPINGS OF THE INCIDENTS THAT YOU TESTIFIED
ON BEFORE THIS COMMITTEE.

I HAVE JUST RECENTLY RUN INTO SOME OF THE

ACCOUNTS OF INCIDENTS THAY OLCURRED DURING THAT FERIOR OF
TIME» ANV I WANT 10 ASK YOU FOR THE RECORD, WILL YOU TALK A
LITTLE ABOUT WHAT WAS DONE IN RELATION TO THE VIOLENT ACTS
THAT WERE TAREN AGAINST YOU» THAT IS, IN THE COMMUNITY WITH
LOCAL LEADERS, LOCAL POLITICIANSy A8 A KRESULT OF THE FROBLEM
THAT OCCURRED TO YOU, A MEMBER OF THE CLOTH.

A DURING THIS FLKIUDs SOME MINISTERS OF THE
CITY HAD MEETINGS, AND REQUESTELD OF THE CITY THAT THE
FPOLICEMEN INVOLVLED WOULD BE FIRED? AND THERE WAS ANOTHER
MEETING HELD' IN THE WEST FPHILADELFHIA AREA IN RELATION TO THE
CROSS FELLOW --

. LARRY CROSS.

A. == WHO HAD JUST BEEN HANGED 1M THE POLICE
STATION.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE! MR. CHAIRMAN» LET THE

RECORDI SHOW THAT WE ARE REFERRING TO LARRY CROSS.
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A LARRY CROSSs YES:. THE TWO BOYS --

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS!? WouULD YOU KREFEAT THAT
STATEMENT PLEASE, YOUR LAST STATEMENIT?

A THAT A MEETING WAS HELD IR A CHURCH IN WEST
PHILADELPHIAY I THINK IT WAS WHITE ROCN BAFTIST CHURCH.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS!: RELATIVE TO7

As RELATIVE TO LARRY CROSS AND MYSELF.

REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: DIDN’T YOU SAY LARRY
CROSS HANGELDT HIMSELF?

A YESs THE FELLOW WHO HANGED HIMSELF.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: OkAYs FINE. I JUST
WANTED TO0 MARE SURE I HEARD THAT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? 1T’S ON THE RECORD»
REPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.

A. OH» YES.

REFPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: OKAY. I DIDN‘T HEAR
ITs SIR.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: CAN WE SUSPFEND FOR A MOMENT®?

YOU MAY FROCEEDs REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSONM! WILL YOU TAWRE &
LOON AT THE SPEARER» IS THE MICROFHONE TURNED UP?

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:

Q. WILIL. YOU GO ONs REVERENID.

A YES:. THERE WAS ALSO ANOTHER MEETING HFELD IN

THE WEST FHILADELFHIA COMMUNITY CONCERNING LARRY CROSS AND
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MYSELF. I WAS NOT AT THESE MEETINGS, I FHINK NURING THAT
FERIOD I WAS STILL IN THE HOSPITAL.
Q. THE MEETINGS WERE HELD IN YOUE BEHALF,
HOWEVERsy --
A YES» THEY WERE.
Q. -~ CONCERMI1ING [HIS PROBLEM.
IF YOU WERE TO GIVL SOME INSIGHT TO THIS
COMMITTEE AS A PERSON WHO IS FROM PHILADELFHIA» A PERSON WHO
HAS LIVED HERE ANl WHO ALSO REFRESENIS A CONSTITUENCY: WHAT
WOULD YOU SAY IS THE BASIC ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE CITZENRY HERE
IN THE CITY BY THE FPOLICE®
A. BY THE POLICE® IT DEFENDS UPON THE COLOR OF
THE CITIZEN‘S SKIN, IF ITS WHITEs HE‘S AlLL RIGHTs AND IF ITS
BLACKs SHAME ON YOU.
IF YOU NOTICE, THE WHIVES TRAVEL IN TWO‘S IN
THOSE BLUE CARS. VERY SELDOM [0 YOU SEE A WHITE ANN A BLACK
TRAVELING TOGETHER. THEY HAD THIS PROBLEM RACN IN 1940, TO
TRY AND MIX UP THE CARS. VERY RAKELY» EVEN IN THE COMMUNITY
IN WHICH I LIVE: DO YOU SEE A BLACK FOLICEMAN UNFIL THINGS
GET HOT, THEN THEY SEND UP A FEW OUR WAY JUST TO MIX IT UFP
FOR AWHILE.
WE HAVE WHITE POLICEMEN STATIONED IN THE
SOUTH PHILADELPHIA COMMUNITY JUST TO KEEP ERLACN CHILDREN QUT
OF THE CITY FLAYGROUNDS. THEY ARE THERE 24 HOUKS A& DAY,
Q. WOULD YOU TELL US THE NAME OF THAT
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PLAYGROUND FOR THE RECORD7?

A THE NAME -— THE LOCATION IS 31ST ANI' TASNER»
THE NAMEr» I CANNOT RECALL RIGHT NOW.

a. TASKER HOMES?

A NODs IT IS NOT TAEANER HOMES.

Q. TASKER FLAYGROUNL®?

A, I DONST KNNOW WHAT THE NAME OF THE FLAYGROUND
ISy BUT IT’S AT 31ST AND TASKER --THERE IS A ELOCK SQUARE
FLAYGROUND. WHITE POLICE OFFICERS ARE STATIONED THERE AROUNU
THE CLOCK. AND A BLACK CHILD WILL TANE HIS LIFE IN HIS OWN
HANDS TO GO THROUGH A CITY PLAYGROUNL.

Q. IN FACT ISN‘T IT TRUE, IF THE CHILD GOES
INTO THAT PLAYGROUND:» IT IS CERTAIN THAT Ht MIGHT NOT COME
OUT OF THAT PLAYGROUNLI?

A MIGHT NOT COME OUT» CORRECT. AND THE FOLICE
OFFICER WOULLD WAIT FOR HIM.

WITHIN THAT SAME COMMUNITY I SAW ONE EVENING

AS I WAS DRIVING HOME» TWO WHITE OFFICERS WITH A BLACN MAN ON
THE GROUNLD'Y AND A WHITE NEIGHEOR SITTING AROUNN., THE FIRST
OFFICER SAID TO THE ERLACN MAN» "YOU REMEMBRER MY WRITE FACE:
EDY"# AND THE OTHER ONE SAID TO HIM, °"YOU REMEMBER MY RLUE
EYES.® WHEN I SAW IT, I IMMEDIATELY CALLEDN CLARENCE FARMER TO
AIWISE HIM OF THE SITUATION THAT EXISTED,

Q. AND WHAT DID HE L[C AS A RESULT OF THAT®

A I RESERVE COMMENTs ONAY®
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. OKAY .
YOU TESTIFIED THAT THE FOLICE LIED IN YOUR

CASE. DO YOU FEEL THAT THAT’S A PRACTICE HERE IN THE CITY OF
PHILADELFHIA, THAT FOLICEMEN LIE®

A YESy I KNOW THEY‘RE NOTORIGUS LIARS.

Q. ON WHAT DO YOU BASE THAT®?

A, LET ME TELL YDU SOMETHING THAT HAFFENED TO
ME THE OTHER DMAY. I HAVE A LOT ON THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF
19TH AND FEDERAL. A FEW WEEKS AGO I HAD MY CAR FARKED UK
THERE FOR THE NIGHT. I GOT A TICNET. I TOOK IT 7O THE
FOLICE STATION TO ADVISE THEM THAT WAS MY LOT aNDl THAT WAS MY
CAR AND THAT I HAD A RIGHT TO PARN THERE. WHEN I GOT THE
NOTICE FROM TRAFFIC COURT THE CHARGE WAS CHANGED FROM -- THEY
CHARGED ME °*FARKING ON THE CUREB" WHEN I PARKED ON THE LOT.
WHEN 1 GOT MY NOTICE FROM TRAFFIC COURT, IT SAID I WAS FARKED
TOO CLOSE TO THE FIRE HYDRANT., MY CAR WAS ON THE EAST SILE
OF THE STREET» THE FIRE HYDRANT ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THFE
STREET. LITTLE THINGS LIKE THESE THEY'LL LIE ABOUT.

Q. DO YOU KNOW OF OTHER MINISTERS IN THIS TOWN
WHO HAVE MET WITH THE KIND OF TRAGIC ORDEALS THAT Y(OU HAVE
FACED®

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? SUSFEND FOR A MOMENT,
REPRESENTATIVE.,

YOU MAY FROCEETI:.
A. OFFHAND'» NO.
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Q. IO YOU KANOW OF ANYONE WHO HAS TOLLDr YOU OF
ANY MINISTERS BEING BEATEN IN THE CITY BY THE FOLICE?

A, NOT THAT I KNOW OF.

Q. NOT THAT YOU KNOW OF,

HAS THERE EVER BEEN AN ATTEMPT RY YOU AND A

GROUFP OF MINISTERS OR BY YOURSELF TO VISIT THE FOLICE
COMMISSIONER AT THAT TIME OR FRESENTLY CONCERNING THESE
PROBLEMS IN THE CITY OF FPHILADELFHIA» ABOUT THESE FROEBLEMS?

A NOy BECAUSE I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE A TDTAL
WASTE OF TIME.

r WHAT 0O YOU SEE IN THIS CITY AS EEING THE
PROCEDURE THAT IS FOLLOWED STEP-EY-STEF WHEN A FPERSON IS
MISTREATED RY FOLICE IN THE CITY OF FHILADELFHIA» WHAT
RECOURSE DOES A FERSON HAVE?

A, THE ONLY THING I CAN SEE IS WITH THE FEDERAL
COURTS. NO LOCAL COURTS AT aALL.

Q. DID YOU FILE A FOLICE COMFLAINT®

A NOs I DID NOT. I FELT IT WOULD EE A WASTE
OF MY TIME AND TO NO AVAIL. THIS IS WHAT THEY EXFECTED ME TO
DOr AND NEVER [0 WHAT THE MAN EXFECTS YOU TO DG.

THEY SENT A LOT OF OLDSTERS TO THE HOSFITAL.

THE CAPTAIN OF THE FOLICE STATION CAME DOWN THERE: A COUFLE
OF PEOFLEs SOME OF THEM», REQUESTED AN IMYERVIEW WITH O‘NEILL»
AND THIS SORT OF THING.

BUT YOU HAVE TO [0 THINGS IN YOUR OWN WAY:
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SO0 THAT 1IT WON‘T JUST AFFECTY YOU, BUT THAT IT WILL RE ABLE 70
AFFECT YOUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY.

Q. WOULD YOU SAY THAT THE FOLICE OFFICERS KNEW
WHO YOU WERE?

A ONE DIDy THE OTHERS DID NOT. ONE FPOLICE
OFFICER MADE THE STATEMENT» °ASK THE REVEREND.®

Q. AND THAT DID NOT MEAN ANYTHING TO YOU©

A, OHr ABSOLUTELY NOT. THEY WERE RAVING
MANIACS SEEs THEY BECOME SADISTIC. WHEN YOU ARE SADISTIC AND
RACISTs YOU ARE NOT A GOOD MAN. AND THESE FELLOWS ARE RACISI

AND SADISTIC.
Q. DO YOU THINKN THEN EBASED ON THAT STATEMENT.

THAT THERE IS A SYSTEMATIC AFPROACH IN THE CITY OF
FHILADELFHIAy TO TRY AND TEAR DOWN THE KRIND OF MASCULINITY QF
ELACN MALES HERE IN THE CITY AS A RESULT”

A, I DON‘T KRNOW IF IT’S SO MUCH THAT AS IT IS,
FIRST OF ALL, ECONOMICS. NONE OF US HAVE EVER LOONED AT THE
JAIL SYSTEM AS REING A FACTOR OF THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURFE OF
FHILADELFPHIA, IF THERE ARE & LOT OF FEOFLE GOING TO JAIL, AN
ECONOMIC FACTOR WOULIF BE RESOLVED, 80 THEY GET THE ERLACKN HALE
TGO SUFPLY THE ECONOMIC FACTOR OF THE JAIL SYSTEM. THIS IS
ONE BEEF THAT I HAVE ON THAT,

REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? REVERENDy THE

CHAIRMAN SAIDl WE HAVE TO HMOVE ON.

A YES» THANK YOU. I HAVE NO FURTHER COMMENT.
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REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! WtLL» FERHAPS AT A
LATER DATE YOU CAN RETURN TO TESTIFY. I THINK THE
INFORMATION WE ARE TRYING TO GET IS VERY IMFORTANTs REVEREND.
AND I DON‘T WANT TO --

A WHAT I WOULDr LINE TO L[Os IF THE COMMITTEE
DOESN’T MINDy I WANT TO 0 IT TODAY BECAUSE I GOT AlLL THIS
MATERIAL TOGETHER COLLATED -- NAMESs DRATESs FLACES. I CAN
GET THEM MADE, MIMEOGRAFRED' FOR YOU.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WILL YOU DO THAT FOR THE
COMMITTEE?

A, I WOULD BE GLAD TO IO THAT» ANL IF THERE ARE
SOME OTHER FARTSsy OTHER QUESTIONS THAT YOU WANT TO GO INy I
WOULLT BE GLAD TO ANSWER THEM.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANK YOUs REVEREND
NIRKLANI,

AND IN ADDITIONs IF YOU CAN GIVE ME THE

NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO YOU KNOW PERSONALLYr, WHO HAVE HAD
PERSONAL EXFERIENCESy NOT HEARSAYy EBUT PERSONAL EXFERIENCES
WHO WoulLDr LIKE TO COME FORWARD AND TESTIFY TO QUR
SUECOMMITTEE WHILE WE ARE HEREs FLEASE GIVE THEM THE MESSAGE.

A I CERTAINLY WILL,

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! REVERENT NIRNLANDs I
HAVE ONE FINAL QUESTION BEFORE YOU GO.

We WERE TALAING AROUT MINISTERSs WHITE ANL

ELACh» AND I JUST LOONED THROUGH A DAILY NEWS ARTICLE OF
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1973y INDICATING & SHOOTING RBY POLICE OF A REVERENIt SILINSy A
WHITE MINISTER OF THE LATVIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH» SIR.
MR. ERASWELL: THE FELLOW DIDN‘T TESTIFY YET.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? THANN YOU AGAIN,» REVEREND
AIRNLAND .
(WITNESS EXCUSELD.)
I WOULD LIKNE TO CalL OUR FINAL SCHEDULED
WITNESS FOR TODAY BEFORE WE HAVE ON OTHER WITNESSES FROM THE
AUDIENCE., IS MRS, SANURA MOORE HERE™ IS MISS OR MRS. SANDRA
MOORE IN THE ROOM?
(PAUSE.)
WE ARE TRYING TO LOCATE MRS. MOORE. IN THE
MEANTIME WE WILL TANE MR SAROOR MUHAMMAD.
(FAUSE.)
MR, MUHAMMAD: ONAY» I JUST WANT TO BE ERIEF.

I REALLY HAVE TO GO TO --

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WILL YOU HOLD IT.
MR, MUHAMMALD? YESy SIK.,
CHAIRMAN RHODES! REFORE I FROCEED, I WOULD

LINE TO DIVULGE TO THE MEMBERS OF THIS SUERCOMMITTEE THE
FRESENCE OF REFRESENTATIVE JAMES BARBER OF FHILADELFHIA

COUNTY» DISTINGUISHED MEMBER OF THE HOUSE.
MK. MUHAMMAL'y DO YOU ACKNNOWLEDGE THAT YOU

HAVE IN YOUR FOSESSION A SURPOEN& TO AFFEAR REFORE THIS

SUBCOMMITTEE"™
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MR+ MUHUMMAL YESs SIR.
ABDUL SABDOR MUHAMMAIs SWORN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! YOU MAY FROCEED.

A YESs SIR. I JUST WANTED TO RE ERIEF
RECAUSE I [0 HAVE TO GO TO WORN. THIS IS ONE OF THF THINGS I
WANT TO BRING OUT. A COUPLE OF YEARS AGOs I WAS REALLY OUT
ON A PARTICULAR STREET» AND JUST -- AN INCIDENT HAFFENED WHEN
I WAS OUT ON THE STREET WITH THE POLICE GFFICERS. WE WAS
WALKING DIOWN THE STREET, ME AND A COUPLE OF OTHER EROTHERS:
WE WERE WALKING DOWN THE STREET, AND THE FOLICE CAR FULLED UF
70 ME. IT WAS PRETTY LATE: I°LL SAYr AROUND 11 0/CLOCN AT
NIGHT# AND THE FOLICE CAR FULLED UFP ON USy AND THEY JUMFED
OUT» AND THERE WAS TWO CAUCASIAN OFFICERS IN THE CARs AND
THEY ACTUALLY ASKED US FOR IDENTIFICATION. SO WE PULLED oOUT
IDENTIFICATION THAT WE HAD ON US AT THE TIME., AND THEN THEY
ACTUALLY ASKNED US IF WE HAD ANY MORE IDENTIFICATION. SO WE
SAID NO» WE DIDN‘T. WELL, THEY WENT TO US INDIVIDUALLYs AN
WHEN THEY ASKNED MEy I SAID NOy, I DIDN’T HAVE ANY MORE
IDENTIFICATION, AND ONE OF THEM JUST CAME ANU SMACKNED ME IN
MY FACEs ANDIN S0 AT THE TIMEs AT THE TIME --

CHAIRMAN RHODES: SMACNED YOU IN THE FACE WITH

HIS HAND?

A YESy JUST SMACKEL' ME IN MY FACE WITH HIS

HAND. I DIIN‘T WEAR GLASSES AT THE TIME.
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CHAIRMAN RHODES? SLOW DOWNs Mk. MUHAMMAD.
HE HIT YOU IN THE FACE WITH WHAT» HIS HAND?

A. WITH HIS HANL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! WITH HIS FIST OR WITH HIS
OPEN HAND?

A. AN OFEN HAND.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? GO AHEAID.

A AND AT THE TIME I WAS JUSTs I WAS JUST SO

EMOTIONALLY EXCITED' DVER THE MAN» BUT I WAS COOLs I SAID
OhAY. I JUST TOOK IT, I SAID NOTHING. I JUST TOOR HIS
NUMBER AND HIS NAME, 1 JUST TOON BOTH OF THEM. FUT IT INTO MY
FARTICULAR MEMORY, AND JUST REMAINEDN COOL UNTIL AFTER THEY

FICKNED UP WITH ALL THEIR QUESTIONINGs JUST REALLYs JUST NO

FOOL ISHNESS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? 00 YOU RECALL THE OFFICER’S
NAME ™

A WELL, I'LL LET YOU KANOW IN JUST A FEW
SECONIS.

AND AT THAT TIME. WHAT HAFPENED WASs AT THAT
TIME AS SOON AS AFTER HE DID IV» AFTER HE LET US GOy HE JUST
GO AHEAD AND LET US WALN ON, AS SOON AS I WALNED ON» I JUST
IMMEDIATELY WENT TO THE FHONE AND I CALLED MY LAWYER., I TOLD
MY LAWYER EXACTLY WHAT HAD HAFPENEDs AN THAT I WANTED TO
ACTUALLY FILE A COMPLAINT AGAINST THEM: ANl WHAT HAFFENED WAS

THAT THIS WAS ON A WEENENDy THIS WAS ON FRIDAY. S0 MY LAWYER
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TOLD ME COME DOWN TO HIS OFFICE ON MONDAY. S0 WHEN MONDAY
RY THE TIME MONDAY CAME AROUNI's I JUST PICKED UF WITH THIS
AND JUST FORGET ARBOUT IT. I AM NOT EVEN GOING TO TELL, I AM
NOT EVEN GOING TO FUSH IT NO MORE EECAUSE I ANOW EXACTLY HOW
THEY AREy I ANOW THEY DON‘T MOVE ANDR SO I JUST LET IT GO.
I AM TELLING THE COMMITTEE THAT WHAT I WANT

TO BRING OUT WAS THAT THERE IS A LOT OF LIVTTLE INCIDENTS LIKE
THAT BE GOING ON IN TWO STREET,» ESPECIALLY WITH A LOT OF
YOUNG BROTHERS ON THE STREET» THAT A LOT OF TIMES WE DON‘T
ACTUALLY WANT TO FICN UF WITH COMPLAINFS BRECAUSE WE FEEL
THERE IS NOT ANYTHING ACTUALLY GOING TO EE DONE ABOUT ITs ANL
THAT WE STILL GOING TO HAVE SUCH ENCOUNTERS THAT WE EREEN
HAVINGs UH» COMING BRACN DOWN FROM THE MAN AND S50 FORTH. BRUT
THAT'S ALL I WANTED TQ BRING OUTs JUST THAT FARTICULAR
THING.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! FIRST OF ALL» MR. MUHAMMAD,

g YOU RECALL THE NAME OF THE OFFICER?
A WELLy NO. NOW» WHAT HAFFENED WAS I JUST

WANTED TO WIPE THE WHOLE THING OUT OF MY MIND AT THE TIME»
EUT IT WASN’T REALLY WIFED OUT OF MY MINDs I MEAN AS FAR AS
THE FHYSIEAL THINGS WERE CONCERNED: I WIFED THAT QUT OF MY
MIND, BUT THE THOUGHT HAS ALWAYS REEN IN MY MINDy EXACTLY
WHAT HAD HAFPFENED TO ME THAT FARTICULAR EVENING, SO FAR AS
HIS NUMBER» SO FAR AS HIS NAME» S50 FAR AS HIS FOLITICAI.

FAITHs I REALLY DON’'T REMEMBER ALL THAT. EBUT THE INCIDENT
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ABIIUL SAEROOR MUHAMMAL 730

WAS THEREs AND I JUST WANTED TO BRING IT OUfs I THOUGHT IT

WOULD BRE BENEFICIAL TO YOU.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!? I WANT TO CLARIFY FOR YOU MK.

MUHAMMADy THAT THIS SUBCOMMITTEE DOES NOT CONSIDER IT A
SIMPLE INSIGNIFICANT CASE OF HARASSMENT IF AN OFFICER OF THE
LAW COMES UP TO A CITIZEN OF THE COMMONWEALTH, AND SMACKS
HIM IN THE FACE WITHOUT REASONs THAT’S NOT A SIMPLE MATTER AT
ALL» AND WE DON‘T THINN IT’S A SIMPLE OR LIGHT ISSUE AT ALL.
ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS FROM THE
SUBRCOMMITTEE? IF NOT: THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR GIVING YOUR
TESTIMONY. WE AFPRECIATE I1 VERY MUCH.
IF YOU HAVE FRIENIS OF YOURS IN THE STREETS:
OR COLLEAGUES THAT LINE YDU HAVE HAD SIMILAR INCIDENTS OR
EXFERIENCES, FLEASE TELL THEM TO LISTEN TO YOU», AND THAT WE
WOULD LIKE TO LISTEN TO THEMs TO HAVE THEM COME FORMWARD TO
TESTIFY TO US IN THE REMAINING HEARINGS OR WRITE TO US. WE
NEED TO HAVE THAT INFORMATION.
THANN YOU VERY MUCH. MR, MUHAMMAD.,
REFPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS! MK+ CHAIRMAN: MAY I
MANE A STATEMENT --
CHAIRMAN RHODES! YES.,
REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS? == TO THE YOUNG MAN»
MAY I FLEASE?
CHAIRMAN RHODES: REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS! I Wou.r LIKE TO
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ABDUL SAEODOR MUHaMMAD 731

CAUTION YOU YOUNG MAN., IN MY 45 YEARS, I HAVE RUN INTO A LOT
OF PROBLEMSs AND I WOULD REALLY LINE TO SAY TO YOU THAT ANY
TIME IN THE FUTURE THAT SOMETHING HAFFENS TO YOU»
IRREGARDLESS OF WHAT IT MIGHT BEs FURSUE IT TO THF ULTIMATE
END.,

A, YESs SIR.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS! OhAY?

A YESs SIR.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? THANKN YOU, REFPRESENTATIVE
WIGGINS AND THANK YOU,» MRK. SAROOR.

(WITNESS EXCUSED.)
HAVE WE LOCATED MKS. MOORE YET®?
IS MRS, ESTHER ENWARDS IN THE AULIIENCE?

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: SHE INDICATED TO
MEs MRs CHAIRMANs THAT SHE HAD TO STEF QUT TO ATTEND' ANGTHER
MEETINGs AND THAT SHE WILL REFTURN IF THE MEETING IS SUPPOSED
TC RUN UNTIL EIGHT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! IS MkS, MARIAN DOCKINS HERE?

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! SHE STEFFED OUT
WITH ESTHER EDWARDS. EOTH OF THEM ARE ATTENUING ANOTHER
COMMUNITY MEETING., WE HAVE A CITY-WIDE MEETING ABOUT THF
MOVE SITUATION THAT HAS TO Et RESOLVED IN THE CITY PRESENTLY,
A COURT PROCEEDING GOING ON REGARDING THAT MATTERs MR.
CHAIRMAN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!: IS MS. LORETTA WILAINSON IN
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JEAN THOMAS 732

THE AUDIENCE?
(PAUSE.)
IS THERE ANY MEMEBER OF THE AUDIENCE THAT
wouLp --
(BRIEF INTERRUFTION.)
IS JEAN THOMAS HERE®

MRS« JEAN THOMAS? HERE .

CHAIRMAN RHOLES? MRS, THOMAS, DO YOU
ACANOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE IN YOUR FOSESSION A SUBPOENA TO
APPEAR EBEFORE THIS SUBCOMMITTEE®

MRS. JEAN THOMAS: YES.

JEAN THOMASs SHORN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! WILL YOU SIATE YDUR NAME ANN

ADDRESS FOR THE RECORID?

A JEAN THOMAS,» 5024 BROWN STREET.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!? NOW: WHAT IS THIS INCIDENT

THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECOUNT?

A WELL» I WANT TO START WITH THE FIRST
INCIDENT THAT I HAD WITH RIZZO,» AND IT STARTED IN 1971, WHEN
HE WAS RUNNINGs AND I WAS A COMMITTEE WOMaNs I WAS LIVING AT
3855 MOUNT VERNON STREET» ANDN AT THAT TIME THE CITY COMMITTEE
CAME OUT TO MY HOUSE: AND TOLD ME THAT I COULD NOT HAVE A
PICTURE OF HARDY WILLIAMS IN MY HOUSE, SHOWING HIM AS AN

ENDORSED CANDIDATE» AND THAT I WOULD BE IN A WORLD OF
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TROUBLE. AS A RESULT:» RIZZO PAID THE GANGS TO SHOOT INTO MY
HOUSE IN APRIL OF 1771, AND ALSD IN JUNE OF 19717 AND THESE
SAME FPOLICE TODAY WILL TESTIFY TO THIS FACT. 1 MOVED THERE
FROM JUNE OF 1971.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: YOU SAIDL SHOOTING» SOMEONE
FIRED FIREARMS INTO YOUR HOME®

A YES., ANDII THE FOLICE WERE STANDING OUT THERE
WHILE THEY WERE SHOOTING IN MY HOUSEs FRONT AND BACh» YES,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: HOW DO YOU NNOW THE FOLICE
WERE THERE WHEN THEY WERE SHOOTING AT YOU?

A I WAS LOONING RIGHT AT THeM. 1 WAS ON THE
INSIDE OF MY HOUSE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: FINE. GO AHEAL.

A ORAY. AND AS A RESULT» THEY ARRESTED MY
DAUGHTER‘S EOY FRIENDs, AND FPUT ALL KRINDS OF TRUMPED UP
CHARGES ON HIM: AND SENT HIM TO JAIL FOR SOMETHING HR OIDN’T
Do,

ONAYr» MY NEXT ENCOUNTER WAS IN 1973 WHEN

THE FOLICE SHOT MY DOG. I HAD A KIG BLACKR LABRRADOR
RETRIEVER. HE WAS COMING FROM THE STORE ON BROWN STREET ON A
SUNDAY MORNINGs THEY WERE GOING EASTEOUNI's HE WAS ON THE
OTHER SIDE OF THE STREET COMING UP WESTROUND TO OUR
APARTMENT. LINEs THEY JUST JUMPED OUf OF THEIR CAR, WALRKED
ACROSS THE ST1REET ANU SHOT HIM. HIS REFLEXES, YOU KNOWs THAT

IS WHY HE IS LIVING TODAY» YOU KANOWs HE HAS REAL FAST
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IT JUST WENT IN HIS EAR ANL CAME BACK OUT.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? THEY SHOT YOUR DOG?

A YESs THEY DID,

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHEN DIID THEY SHOOT YOUR DOG?
A WELL» UH --

CHAIRMAN RHODES! WHAT REASON DID THEY GIVE

A WHAT REASON® HE OFTEN COMES BY AND LIKE, HE

SHOT HIM AND GOT HIS KRICKS:, YOU KNOW» THIS OFFICER AT THE

19TH DISTRICT.

HIS NAMET?

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WHAT’S HIS NAME?

A UH: I HAVE IT AT HOME. I ANOW HIS NAME.

Qe IS HE A WHITE OFFICER OR RLACN -~

Ao YESs HE IS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES?: FROM THE 19TH DISTRICT?

A YESs HE IS, HE IS OUT OF THE 19TH DISTRICT.
CHAIRMAN RHODES: CoOuLD YOU GIVE US HIS NAME?
A HIS NAME IS BUCK, THEY CALL HIM EUCK.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THEY ECALL HIM BUCK. WAS THAT

A I DON'T KNNOW IF THAT’S HIS NaAME OR NOT» RUT

THEY CALL HIM BUCK. I WAS SAYING THEY SHOT --

CHAIRMAN RHODES: HE SHOT YOUR [OG?

A HE SHOT MY DOG» HE ACTUALLY SHOT HIM. I

TOON HIM TO THE VETERINARIAN HOSPITAL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
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JEAN THOMAS 735

PENNSYLVANIA» AN SENT THE RILL TO RIZZO.

OhAY» THE NEXT ENCOUNTER WAS FEBRUARY 14>
1975, ON A SUNDAY EVENING ABOUT 2:30. THE FOLICE ERONE INTO
THE FRONT AND BACK OF MY HOUSE. AND SOME OQF #Y KIDS WAS
UPSTAIRSs SOME WAS IN THE BASEMENT» AND TWO FELLOWS WAS
SITTING ON THE COUCH» AND THEY RAN DOUWN THE EASEMENT. WELL:
FIRST OF ALL, THEY SHOT IN THE BACKYARD IN THE WALL -- THE
BULLET HOLES ARE STILL THERE. THEY WENT DOWN THE EASEMENT»
AND THEY SHOT MY SON IN THE ARM. AND THEN HE WAS TAKEN TO
THE HOSFPITALs, AFTER COMING IN THE FRONT» YOU KANOW ANL FULLING
GUNS ON THE TWO FELLOWS THAT WAS SITTING ON MY COUCH.

AND PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL TOLDN Mé ABOUT 4
0’CLOCKN IN THE MORNING, YOU ANOW, TO COME AND GET HIM3Z AND
THENs READING IN THE FAFER THE NEXT DAY THEY, YOU NNOU.
RENIED EVERYTHING.

CAPTAIN SMALLS CAME TO THE HOUSE AND SAYS»
THE NERVE OF YOU TO SAY THAT MY FOLICE OFFICERS DNID THIS. I
SAID YESy I’M SAYING YOUR FOLICE OFFICERS INID IT.

AND FRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL, THE HEAL

OFFICIAL» HAD A STATEMENT IN THE FAFER BY THE RESIDENT
FHYSICIAN THAT IT WAS NOT A RULLET WOUND, SO I THREATENED TO
SUE FRESRYTERIAN HOSPITALs AND THEY RETRACTED THAT STATEMENT
ERECAUSE THE LOCTOR THAT HAD TREATED HIM WAS A DR. EROCKWELL»
A WOMANs FEMALE WHITE DOCTORs NOT THE RESIDENT FHYSICIANs AND

SHE SAID' SHE WAS NOT GOING TO JEOFARDIZE HER JORBR OF FHYSICIAN
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FOR LYING»> YOU ANOW» FOR THEM. SHE SAID SHE HAD REEN ASKED
TO SAY THIS STATEMENT.

AND I DID GET IN THE HOSPITAL TO SEE MY SON.
THERE WAS A DETECTIVE O‘/BRIEN:. WHO SAID HE WAS FROM HOMICIDE
AND HE WAS AROUND. I TOLD HIM TO GET AWAY FROM MY SONy I
SAID YOU DONE ENOUGH TO HIM. HE SAIDI I DIDN’T DO IT. AND I
SAID WELL» ONE OF YOU DID IT. SO I WENT TO THF HOSFITAL AND
GOT HIM AND HE NEVER, YOU KNOW, EVEN WENT TO THE FOLICE
STATION.

AND LATER ON THEY MADE STATEMENTS THAT THEY
HAD GOT THE WRONG HOUSE: YOU hNOWs AND ALL THIS. I SAID
WELLs THAT’S ON YOUs YOU RNOW WHEN YOU RUN INTO SOMEBODY'S
HOUSE » EREANING AND SHOOTING LIMNE THAT,» YOU ARE SUFPFOSED TO
KRNOW WHAT YOU ARE DOING., THEY ARE JUST A EUNCH OF ANIMALS:,
AND RIZZO GIVES THEM THE *OhAYs*® THEY CAN [0 ANYTHING THEY
WANT TO» AND THEY HAVE REEN D'OING IT A LONG TIME.

AND THERE ARE MANYs MANY PEOPLE IN THIS CITY
THAT COULD TESTIFY AND THEY ARE FEARFULs THEY HAVE BEEN
INTIMIDATEDs AND THEY JUST WON‘T COME FORWARD, RUT I‘M ONE
THAT HE IS NOT GOING TO INTIMIDATE HE,

CHAIRMAN RHODES!: THANK YOU YERY MUCH.
Ao YOU‘RE WELCOME.
(WITNESS GETTING UF.)

CHAIRMAN RHODES! DON’T LEAVE. WE MAY HAVE

QUESTIONS.
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ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE®
REFRESENTATIVE WHITE?
REFRESENTATIVE WHITE:? NO «
CHAIRMAN RHODES! REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! NO.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? REFRESENIATIVE WIGGINS?
REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: I HAVE ONE QUESTION
THAT COMES TO MIND. YOUR SON -- AM I RECOGNIZED®?
EHAIRMAN RHODES? YESs YOU ARE RECOGNIZED.
REFPRESENTATIVE WIGGINS!?
Q. I HAVE ONE QUESTION THAT COMES TO MINDs MKS.
THOMAS ,
YOUR SON WAS WOUNIED RY THE FOLICE OFFICER,
EVEN THOUGH IT WAS IN HIS ARM. HE WAS TANEN TO THE HOSFITAL»
BUT AT NO TIME WAS HE TANEN TO THE FOLICE STATION ——
A, RIGHT.
Q. LET ME FINISH FLEASE. ~- AND NO CHARGES
WERE LODGED AGAINST HIM.
A NO CHARGES.
WHEN I WENT TO THE HOSPITALs AND HE WAS
THERE IN THE BACK OF PRESEYTERIAN HOSPITAL», AND ONE DETECTIVE
--SAID HE WAS DETECTIVE O'BRIEN FROM HOMICIDE, AND ANOTHER
ONE WAS AROUND HIM. I TOLD THEM TO GET AWAY FROM HIM. AND
WHEN I WENT TO PICK UP HIS CLOTHES -- THE GUN SHOT FELL»s ALL

THE WHITE STUFF WAS ON ITr AND THEY SNATCHEL HIS CLOTHES, AND
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THEY SAID THEY HAD TO HAVE IT FOR EVIDENCE -- FOR THEM.

a. OhAY., HAVE YOU FPERSONALLY TAKEN ANY CIVIL
ACTION OR HAD YOUR SON? I DON‘T KNNOW HIS AGE, YOU DIDN’T SAY
WHAT THAT WAS,

A WELLs» HE IS DOING SOMETHING.

Q. OhNAY., RELATIVE TO HIM BEING WOUNDED, HURT
BY THE FOLICE OFFICERS, AND JUST BEING TOLD* IN SO MANY WORRS
LINEs °GET OUT OF HMERE." THE THING IS -- AND THIS IS NOT THE
RIGHT FARADOX. IT 1S ALMOST LIAE SHOOTING YOUR DOG. YOU
ANOW, *I SHOT YOQUR DOG» NOW GET QUT OF HERE.®

A WELL» MAYRE PRESEYTERIAN MIGHT HAVE KEPT
HIM: BUT WHEN I GOT DOWN HERE» THEY SHOVED AlLL THESE FAFERS
TO ME AND WANTED ME TO SIGN THEM. I TOLD THEM, "I‘M NOT
SIGNING ANYTHING, I WANT TO SEE MY SON.* S0 THEY WERE» YOU
ANOWs UPSET BECAUSE I WOULDN’'T SIGN ANY OF THEIR FORMS.

AFTER 1 SAW HIM AND FOUND OUT WHAT HAPFENELD,

1 CAME RACN HOME, AND TOLD THEM TO GET OUT OF MY HOUSE
BECAUSE THEY WERE ALL IOWN THE RASEMENYs YOU RNOW» ANNT ALL IN
THE YARD, AND THEY WERE TRYING TO CLEAN UFs ANL ONE LOOKED
AT ME -- THREE OF THEM IN THE YARD» ANL SAID OHs WE GOT IT
MADE, AND THEY WERE, YOU ANOW, THEY WERE TRYING TO FIND THE
BULLETS THAT WAS IN THE BASEMENT BECAUSE AFTER THEY GOT DOWN
THE FASEMENT» THERE WERE SHOTS THERE WERE ERULLET HOLES ALL
OVER THE WALL TOO.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS: THANR YOU.


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


S 00N B N e

O e e
B N e

16
17
i8

19

JEAN THOMAS 739

A AND LATER ON ABOUT THAT SUMMERs THE FERI CAME
TO MY HOUSE. THEY SAID THEY WERE THE FEI» YOU KNOWs AND I
SHOWED THEM THE RBULLET HOLES AND EVERYFHING. I DON‘T KNOW
WHAT THEY DONE AEROUT IT» RUT I DID SHOW IT TO THE FEBI. THFY
SAID THEY WERE FROM WASHINGTON»y AND THEY WANTED TO SEE THE
BULLET HOLES AND I SHOWED IT TO THEM -- AND THEY ARE THE SAME
ONES THAT ARE STILL THERE, SO IF THE COMMITTEE WANTS TO COME
OUT AND SEE IT» YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME.

CHAIRMAN RHODIES: ARE THERE ANY OTHER QUESTIONS
FROM THE COMMITTEE OF MRS. THOMAS?® REPRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSON.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!

. MRS. THOMAS, WE ARE TRYING TO GET AT THE
OVERALL PROELEM IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIA CONCERNING THIS
COMMITTEE, AND THE ONLY THING I WOULD LIKNE FOR YOU TQ TALN
ABOUT IS THE TIME THEY SHOT YOUR IOG. YOU SAID THAT THERE
WAS NO PROVOCATIONy NO REASON FOR DOING THAT. WHAT MANES YOU
THINKN THAT THIS POLICE OFFICER WOQULIDY WANT TO SHOOT YOUR DOG?

A WHO ANOWS. WHEN I FIRST MOVEID' UP THERE, THE
FOLICE CAME AND ASKED' ME IF THEY COULD ERUY MY DOG. I HAD
THREEs TWO LABRADOR RETRIEVERS: ANI' A GERMAN SHEPHERD. SO I
SAID NO.

Q. DO YOU THINN THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE CAUSE®?

A MIGHT HAVE, IT MIGHT HAVE BREEN SOME

RETALIATION> YOU KNNOWs FROM WHFRE I MOVED FROM.
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Q. HAVE YOU HAD OTHER INCIDENTS THAT YOU CAN
RECALL WITH THE FOLICE DEFARTMENT HERE IN THE CITY OF
PHILADELFHIA®? IF YOU CAN» WOULLDI YOU TELL US AROUT THOSE
OTHER INCIDENTS THAT OCCURREIDs AND AS A RESULT OF YOUR
ENCOUNTER, WHETHER OR NOT YOU HAVE HAD ANY FHYSICAL BEATINGS
OR ANY NINDS OF FHYSICAL HARM DONE TO YOU.
A NO» JUST THREATENED AND HARASSEDN. I HAVE
NEVER BEEN BEATENs BUT THEY USED TO COME ON DOWN MOUNT VERNON
STREET AND HARASS ME. AND AFTER MY SON WAS SHOTy THEY WOULD
COME ALONG, YOU KNOW, STOP, JUMP OFF AND COME TO MY FORCH.
ONE TIME MY SON WAS UNDER THE WATER FLOW, MY
YOUNGEST SOMs» AND THIS OFFICER. YOU KNOWs JUST SIMFLY WENT UF
AND STARTED REATING HIM. AND SO WHEN I WENT OUT THERE AND»
YOU KNDWs I STARTED FIGHTING HIM AND THEN I GOT HIM OFF MY
SON ANDI' I COME ON IN THE HOUSE AND HE WAS ON THE FORCH.
THEY TOON MY SON-IN-LAW ANR LEFT, RUT I GOT

HIM OUT WHEN I WENT TO THE YOUTH STULY CENFER. THEY SAID

WELLs HE DIDN‘T SAY THE SON DD ANYTHING» YOU WAS THE ONE. I SAID

WELLs HE HAD NO RIGHT TO FUT HIS HANDS ON MY SON.
CHAIRMAN RHODES?: I WOULD LINE TGO ASKN YOU ONE
QUESTION THAT IS RBURNING IN MY MIND.
DO YOU HAVE ANY FERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE
INVOLVEMENT OF THE FPHILADELFHIA FPOLICE DEFARTMENT IN
NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND GRAFTING?

A FERSONAL KANOWLEDGE™ WEkLL» RUMORS, I HAVE
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SEEN: YDU NNOW, COFPS °LIFT IT." WHEN I LIVED ON MOUNT VERNON
STREET: THIS POLICE OFFICER, HE WOULID' COME DOWN THERE ALL THE
TIME, HE WOULD SEND THE GANGS AROUND LANCASTER AVENUE,» YOQU
KNOW» AND KNOCN OFF PLACESy AND HE SAID *I‘LL RE A HALF
BLOCK AWAY AND WHEN THEY RUN OUT AND HOLLERs YOU RUN TO ME
AND I’LL GO allL THE WAY.®
AND THIS PARTICULAR FOLICEMAN» HE WOULD COME

LOWN AND HARASS SO MUCH WHEN I WAS LIVING ON MOUNT VERNON
STREETs, A LOT OF US IN THAT ELOCK: WE WENf INTO THE DISTRICT
TO COMPLAIN TO THE CAFTAIN ONE EVENING» AND' WHAT DID HE O
RUT FULL OUT HIS GUN IN FRONT OF THE CAFTAIN AND SAID *I-LL
SHOOT YOUs® AND THE CAPTAIN LAUGHED,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WHO WAS THIS FOLICE OFFICER?

A HIS NaME WAS OFFICER WILLIAMS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! IN THE 17TH DISTRICT?

A NOr THIS WAS IN THE 146TH.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? 16TH DISTRICT. DO YOU HAVE
ANY ANOWLEDGE OF ANY INCIDENTS WHERE THE FOLICE HAVE ARRANGED
TO ACTUALLY NILL A DRUG FUSHERs WHO WOULD NOT COOFERATE IN
THEIR GRAFT SCHEMET®

A I DON‘T ANOW ABOUT NOT CODFPERATING IN A
GRAFT SCHEME» BUT I RNOW LAST WEEN -— I DON‘T NNOW IF HE WAS
A DRUG FUSHER OR WHAT HE WAS» I ANOW THAT AS A RESULT, YOU
ANOWr» OFFICER MCGRAW -- THIS MAN WAS RILLEDs S0 THAT MY

NEFHEW HAL' TO TESTIFY TO0 THAT BECAUSE HE WAS SET UP RY AN
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UNDERCOVER OFFICER.
CHAIRMAN RHODES: YOU SAY YOUR NEFHEW. WHAT’S

YOUR NEPHEW’S NAME?
A U --
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: I WOULD SUGGEST THAT
WE NOT GO INTO THAT FOR SOME LEGAL REASONSs MKR. CHAIRMAN:
THAT I AM AWARE OF.
CHAIRMAN RHODES! UNLER FURTHER ARGUMENT»
COUNSEL .
I WAS INTERESTED IN EXFLORING IF YOU HAD
INFORMATION OR IF YOU HAD SPECIAL ANOWLEDGE AROUT THIS
FPROBLEM IN PHILADELFHIA.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR TESTIFYING BEFORE US
MRS. THOMAS. WE APPRECIATE YOUR COMING» BUT WE ARE NOT DNONE.
I BELIEVE REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON HAS SOME QUESTIONS.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON,
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARISON!
Q. ONE FINAL QUESTIONs MRS, THOMAS. I THINK
THAT YOU KRNOW THAT THE KIND OF TESTIMONY BROUGHT TCO THIS
COMMITTEE WILL PROBARLY REQUIRE THE HMEMBERS TO SIT DOWN AT
MEETINGS AND GO OVER SOME OF THE QUALITY COUNT OR FOR SOME OF
THE MEMBERS TO DISCUSS THE NINDS OF ATYTITUDE THAT EXISTr THAT
ARE HERE IN THE CITYs AS FAR AS THE FOLICE ARE CONCERNED.
CAN YOU SHARE JUST VERY BRIEFLY SOME OF

THOSE ATTITUDES THAT EXIST AMONG THE CITZENRY TOWARDS THt
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FOLICEs AND THOSE DF THE FOLICE TOWARDS THt CI1TIZENS® HOW L0
PEOPLE GENERALLY FEEL ABOUT THE POLICE DEFARTMENT IN THE CITY
OF PHILADELFHIAr THAT YOU KNOW OF7

A, WELLs THE FPEOFPLE LITERALLY HATE THEM RECAUSE
THEY DON‘T EVEN ACT LINE THEY ARE HUMAN. AND WE ANOW THAT
THEY ARE NOT HERE TO FROTECT US. THE FIRST THING THEY DO IF
YOU CALL THEM FOR FPROTECTIONs THEY RUN THERE WITH THEIR GUNS
AND STICAS OUT» AND THEY ARE READRY TD BEAT YOU FIRSTs WHEN
YOU CALLED THEM. THAT‘S WHY THE FEOPLE DION‘'T EVEN WANT TO
CALL THEM ANYMORE,

AND MANY TIMES I HAVE SAT ON MY FORCH ANDN

SEEN THEM» YOU KNOWs RUN UP» JUMF OUT OF THE CARS WITH THEIR
GUNS. THE FIRST THING THEY DO IS GET REANY TO SHOOT YOU.

THEY ARE JUST TRIGGER HAFFY» AND THEY ARE NOT TRAINED. AND
YOU KNOWy THIS GOES ON ALL THE TIME. THEY JUST LITERALLY

DRIVE UP ON THE FAVEMENT» THEY DON‘T CARE NOTHING AROUT YOU,.
THEY SAID WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO IO ANYTHING WE WANT T0 DO,

Q. 0O YOU HAVE FOOT PATROLS IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD'?

A, HAVEN'T SEEN NO FOOT FATROLS IN MY
NEIGHBORHOOD,» ALL I SEE IS CARS.

Q. DO YOU THINN FOOT FATROLS WOULLD HELF SERVE
AS A DETERRENT TO FROBLEMS IN THE CITYs, HAVING FOOT FATROLS
IN THE COMMUNITY: AND THAT THESE FOLICE OFFICERS IN THE

COMMUNITY WOULD THEN KNOW THE NEIGHHORHOOD's EE ABLE TO RELATE
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TO THE PEOPLE?

A RIGHT. I THINK I1 WOULI' RE A BETTER SERVICE
IF THEY HAD' FOLICEMEN FROM THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES. I THINA
THEY WOULD GET MORE RESPECT: YDU KNOW. IT WOULD EE LESS
CRIME, THEY WOULD BE AFRAID TO COMMIT 17, YOU RNOWs BECAUSE
THEY WOULD RNOW WHO THEY WERE.

Q. WHAT [0 YOU THINN OF THE AMOUNT OF TRAINING
THAT THE FOLICE OFFICERS GET NOW AT THE ACADEMY THAT HAS REEN
TESTIFIED TO7?

A I DON‘T KRNOW WHAT THEY D0, RUT THEY NEED TO
BE TRAINED AND SENSITIZEDs AND YOU RNOW THEY DON'T HAVE NO
MANNERS .

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? ALL RIGHT»s THANN
YOU.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THANK YOU VERY MUCH» MRS.
THOMAS s FOR COMING FORWARD AND GIVING YOUR TESTIMONY.

(WITNESS EXCUSED.)
WE WILL NOW CALL OUK NEXT WITNESS.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS! MR+, CHAIRMAN, MAY I
RAISE A QUESTION TO YOU™

CHAIRHAN RHODES: YES.

REFRESENTATIVE WIGGINS! I NNOW IT HAS EEEWN
DETERMINEDI THAT THE POLICE IN THE CITY OF PHILALELFHIA
RECEIVE SOMETHING LIKNE 200 HOURS OF TRAINING: BUT HAS IT EVER

BEEN DETERMINED AS TO WHAT AREAS THEY ARE TRAINELDN IN?
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CHAIRMAN RHODES!: AS YOU KNOWr REFRESENTATIVE

WIGGINS: WE HAVE INVITED THE COMMISSIONER OF FOLICE OF
PHILADELFHIA TO TESTIFY TO OUR SUBCOMMITTEE UNDER OATH» AND
THAT IS CERTAINLY ONE OF THE AREAS OF TESTIMONY WE WOULD LINE
TO GO INTO WITH THE COMMISSIONER: RUT AS OF YET, WE HAVE NOT
RECEIVED aNY FORMAL REFPLY FROM THE COMMISSIONER AS TO WHETHER
OR NOT HE WILL HONOR OUR INVITATION. AS A MEMRER OF THE
SURCOMMITTEE: I ASSUME THAT YOU WILL BRING THAT MATTER
FORWARD» WE WILL ALL HAVE TO DISCUSS IV IF SOME REFLY IS NOT
FORTHCOMING SOON FROM THE COMMISSIONER,

WE WOULD NOW LIKE ESTHER EDWARNS AND MARIAN
DOCKINS TO COME FORWARD.

(DISCUSSION OFF THE RECORD,)

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? WE WILL SVART WITH ESTHER
EDWARDS .,

MRS. EDWARDS? I AM HERE AS A TAX FAYER --

CHAIRMAN RHODRES! YOU ARE MRS. EDWARDS?T

MRS, EDWARDS: ESTHER EDWARDS.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES! DO YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU

HAVE IN YOUR FOSSESSION A SUEBFOENA TO AFPPEAR EEFORE THIS

SURCOMMITTEE®
MRS, EDWARDS! YES,» I DO,
ESTHER EDWARDS: SWORN.
CHAIRMAN RHODES: WILL YOU STATE YOQUR NAME AND
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ADDRESS .
A, MY NAME IS ESTHER EDWARDS. I LIVE AT 1905
NORTH 146TH STREET.
I AM HERE TO TESTIFY AS A TAXPFAYER AND
NATIVE PHILADELFHIAN: AND I AM DEEFLY CONCERNED AROUT THE
RANN ABUSE OF POLICE FOWER:» AS WELL AS THE RAPID EROSION OF
CIVIL LIBERTIES IN THE CITY OF FHILADELFHIA,
I BELONG TO AN ORGANIZATION THAT HAS BREEN
CONCERNED AND INVOLVED IN HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS FOR THE
I.LAST FEW YEARS» BUT I CAME TO FERSONALLY TESTIFY TO THE
SITUATION WHICH I PERSONALLY ENCOUNTEREL' IN MY NEIGHEORHOOD.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!: EXCUSE ME. WOULD YOU SUSFPEND
FOR JUST A MOMENT.
(FPAUSE )
MRS. EDWARDSs FOR THE RECORDr FLEASE SPEAK
MORE DIRECTLY INTO THE MICROFPHONE. THAT WILL HELF US OUT A
BIT.
A I AM HERE AS A TAXFAYER» NUMBER ONE7 AS A
NATIVE FHILADELFHIAN; ANDI AS A PERSON DEEPLY CONCERNED AEOUT
THE RAMPANT ABUSES OF POLICE FOWER IN THE CITY -- MORE
CONCERNED' I AM ABOUT THE RAPID EROSION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES RY
THE POLICE DEFPARTMENT UFON THE CITIZENS.
I BELONG TO AN ORGANIZATION THAT HAS DONE A
LOT OF RESEARCH» AND HAVE COME UF WITH CASES AND FOLLOWED

THEM UF -— AND THE COMFLAINTS ARE NUMEROUSF RUT I AM HERE
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TODAY TO TESTIFY FERSONALLY TO A SITUATION WHICH 1
ENCOUNTERED FROM THE FHILADELFHIA POLICE.

ON FEBRUARY 11s 1977 ON THAT DATE AT
APFPROXIMATELY 2245 F. M.+ I ATTENDED A PARTY AT BASIN STREET
WEST» S52ND AND ARCHs A LICENSED BAR. IT WAS A BIRTHIAY

PARTY.

CHAIRMAN RHOIES: WILL YOU GIVE US THAT ADDIRESS
AGAIN.

A BASIN STREET.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: HOW 'O YOU SPELL THAT?

A BASINs B-A-S-I-N# STREET» S-T-R-E~E-Tj
WEST» W-E-S-T.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THANN YOU.

A AT APPROXIMATELY 2:45 IN THE AFTERNOON»
THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 48 WOMEN WHO WERE GUESTS OF MKS.
ELEANOR WASHINGTONs, A FEDERAL EMFLOYEEs WHO WAS HAVING A
RIRTHDAY PARTY. THERE WERE AFFROXIMATELY 27 MEN WHO WERE
PRESENT.

THE ENCOUNTER WAS AS NEAR TO WHAT I WOULD

DREAM A HOLOCAUST CcoOuULD RE IN THE CITY OF FHILADELFHIA.
ABOUT A QUARTER TO THKEE, INSFECTOR MANJUM OF THE 16TH AND
19TH POLICE DISTRICT --

CHAIRMAN RHODES:? WHAT’S HIS NAME?

A. INSFECTOR BERNARD MANJUM. & SERGEANT KILND

GALLAGHAR --
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CHAIRMAN RHODES!? CAN YOU SFELL HIS NAME®?
A M—A~N=-J-U-H4.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!: BERNARD MANJUM, HE IS WITH

THE 18TH AND 19TH POLICE DISTRICTS®

A 39TH ANDI LANCASTERs ANU 61ST ANU HAVERFORD.
SERGEANT WNIDDN GALLAGHARs SIX OR SEVEN OTHER MEMBERS OF THf
INSFECTOR'S SQUAD ENIERED. THEY ENTERED THE FLACE LINE THE
GESTAPO. THEY LOCKRED ALL THE DNOORS», FRONT AND BACK. THEY
STOOL* TWO POLICEMEN AT THE FRONT DOORr GUARDING IT SO NO ONE
COULD ENTER OR LEAVE, AND' TWO AT THE SIDE DOOR. THEY
SEARCHEID' EVERY WOMAN AND MAN IN THE FLACE. WHEN THEY REACHED
THE LOCATION WHERE I WAS SITTINGs I ASNED TO SEE THE SEARCH
AND SEIZURE WARRANT OR RODY WARKANT. I WAS SHOWN A RODY
WARRANT OF A KANOWN NUMBER WRITERsy AND A WOMANs NEITHER WERE
PRESENT AT THE TIME WE WERE SEARCHED., THE MEN WERE SEARCHED
-— PANTS POCNETS: THEIR FOCNETS WERE EMFTIED. THE WOMEN WERE
EACH INDIVIDUALLY SEARCHED's THE SEARCH TOON OVER TWO HOURS.

AT EXACTLY 3130y I RECEIVED A FHONE CALL

FROM MY SONs WHO WAS AT THE ARENAs ASKING WHAT TIME I WAS
GOING TO FICK HIM UF. THE BARMAIL HANDET THE FHONE TO ONE OF
THE SERGEANTS. THE SERGEANT SAID, °*ESTHER EDWARDSs COME TO
THE FHONE.,* I WENT TO THE TELEFHONE, HE SAID» °YOU ARE
UNDER ARREST.®" I NEVER SPOKE TO MY SON. THEY HANDCUFFED ME
WITH MY PURSE, TOON MY DRIVER’S LICENSEs OWNER’S CARDy CREDIT
CARD AND $200. I ASNED THE CHARGES. THE CHARGES THEY STATED
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WERE ILLEGAL LOTTERY.

I HAVE NEVER BEEN INVOLVED IN ILLEGAL
LOTTERY: NEVER HAVE BEEN A NUMRER WRITERs NEVER HAVE BEEN
IDENTIFIED OR ASSOCIATED WITH ANY ANOWN NUMBER WRITERS.

THE NUMBER WRITER» WHOM THEY WERE SEERING
WAS FRESENT., HE WAS NOT IN MY COMPANY. Hk SAIDs °"ION‘T
ARREST MRS. EIWARDSs I AM THE ONE YOU ARE LOOKING FOR, AND
THE WOMAN YOU ARE LOOKING FOR IS NOT IN HERE TODAY.®

HE ARRESTELD US BOTH, HMANDCUFFEI' US TOGETHERS
PUT ME IN THE PATROL WAGON, TOON ME TO THE 16TH DISTRICT.
INSPECTOR EBERNARD MANJUM RANTED AND RAVED LIKE A MANIAC. HE
CURSET! THREE OF THE STATE LEGISLATORS THAT ARE HERE» HE
CURSED THE SENATOR WHO IS BLACKhs HE CALLED A WOMAN IN THE CELL
WITH ME A "BLACN BITCH.® HE TOLD ME IF I DON’'T LINE IT» GETY
ONE OF THEM TO GET Mk OUT., I REMAINED IN CUSTODY ELEVEN
HOURS WITHOUT A FHONE CALL UNTIL THE SIXTH HOUR. ON THE
SIXTH HOUR: A BRLACK OFFICER ENTERED AND THEN SAIDs "THAT’S A
ANOWN BLACK LADY WHO COORDINATED ED RENDELL‘S CAMFAIGN:® ANL
THEN 1 WAS EXTENDED WITH TOTALLY DIFFERENM COURTESY,

INSFECTOR MANJUM TOOM ME TO HIS OFFICE IN
THE DISTRICT. HE FPERMITTED ME TO MANE A PHONE CALL., HE
WANTED TO ANOW IF I WANTED SOMETHING TO EAT OR DIIRINN, I
ASKED' TO CALL MY SONs I COULD NOT LOCATE HIM. HE REMAINED ON
THE DOORSTEPS IN WYNNEFIELD UNTIL THREE THAT MORNING.

I WAS TAKEN TO 8TH AND RACE. AT
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AFPFPROXIMATELY A QUARTER TO ONE» I REMAINED AT 8TH ANU RACEs

FINGERPRINTED --
CHAIRMAN RHODES! 8TH AND RACEs FOR THE RECORD

IS WHAT THEY CALL THE ROUNDHOUSE.
A, ROUNDHOUSE, TOTAL ARREST --TOTALLY

PROCESSED AS A PERSON INVOLVED IN ILLEGAL LOTTERY.

I TRIED TD REACH HARDY WILLIAMSs I TRIED TO
REACH CECIL MOORE» I TRIED TO REACH DAVE RICHARDSONs AND 1
TRIED TO REACH HERB HARDIN} NOT A SINGLE ATTORNEY WAS I ARLE
T0 REACH. AT 3 0’CLOCN I WAS ARRAIGNED.

NOWs MY SON IS STILL IN WYNNEFIELDs UNARLE
TO GET INTO THE HOUSE. HE WAS NEVER FICKED UP AT 40TH
STREET.

FINALLY» I WENT BFEFORE A JUDGE. THE JUDGE
ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT MY COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES.

FINALLY» I WAS GIVEN A DATE AND EBAIL.
I APFEARED THE NEXT MORNING IN EI' RENRELL’S

OFFICE TO FILE A COMPLAINT, IN FOLICE COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.
POLICE COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL’S OFFICE TC FILE A COMPLAINT, IN
RIZZO’S OFFICE TO FILE A COMPLAINT» IN LUCIEN BLACKWELL’S
OFFICE TO FILE A COMPLAINTF AND I COULD NOT FIND STEPHEN
LEVINs OR HARDY WILLIAMS.

I AM SAYING TODAY: AND I AM SAYING IT IN NO
UNCERTAIN TERMSs THAT THERE IS A SERIOUS EROSION OF CIVIL
LIRERTIES IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIA? AND I HAVE EXFERIENCED
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IT, AND I CAN GIVE YOU TESTIMONY OF OV1HER FEOPLE WHO HAVE
EXPERIENCED ITs AND IT’S NOT AN ISOLATEDR INCIDENT. THERE HAS
BEEN A SERIOUS EROSION IN THE FAST TEN MONTHS, AND I
FERSONALLY AM OPINIONATED IN SAYING» BUT I HAVE HEARD OTHERS
SAYs THAT THE ATMOSFHERE HAS BEEN CREATED BY MAYOR RIZZOy THE
FOLICE COMMISSIONERs AND THE CITY ADMINISTRATION,» WHO IS
TOTALLY INSENSITIVE TO ANYTHING THAT THE POLICE DEFARTMENT
DOES THAT IS WRONG.

THE FINAL FOINT I WANT TO BRING OUT IS THAT
I HAD HIRED AN ATTORNEY: AND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S DFFICE
KNEW WHEN THE CASE CaAME UP» AND FIVE MINUTES AFTER MY NAME
WAS CALLED» THE FROSECUTION WAS WITHIORAWN EECAUSE OF ED
RENDELL. AND I AM SITTING HERE TODPAY WONDERING ARQUT THE MEN
ANI* WOMEN AND CHILDIREN OF THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIA THAT DON‘T
HAVE THE EI' RENDELL LINF THAT THEY CAN FULL., AND I AM
WONDERING WHY THE CASE WAS NOT THROWN OUf FROM THE OUTSET. I
HAVE $200s NOT A SINGLE NUMBER FLAY. KIDD GALLAGHAR
TESTIFIEDI! THAT I HAD TWO HUNDRELD NUMBER PLAYS., HE BIDN‘T
STATE $200.

THEY HELD MY FERSONAL EBELONGINGS UNTIL THEY
60T READY TO RELEASE THEMs AND IT WAS NOT THE DAY AFTER THE
ARRAIGNMENT .

CHAIRMAN RHODES? HOW FAR DIDT THIS LEGAL
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU GO BEFORE IT WAS TERMINATED.

A FOUR WEENSs; FOUR WEEKS.
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CHAIRMAN RHODES? AT WHAT FOINT WaS IT
TERMINATED®?

A, AT THE HEARING IN 692 FOUR WEEKS AFTER THE
HEARING.,

CHAIRMAN RHODES: PRELIMINARY HEARING?

As YES» THE INCIDENT WAS FERRUARY 11TH.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! IT WAS DISMISSED AT THE
PRELIMINARY HEARING?

A YESy THE PROSECUTION WAS WITHIDRAWN AFTER I
HAD BEEN THROUGH THE WHOLE FOLITICAL FROCESS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WAS IT DEVELOPED THERE WAS A
WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST?

A. NO. I DILIN‘T SAY THAT AT ALL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? NOs BUT WAS IT DEVELOFED AT
THE FRELIMINARY HEARING THAT THERE WAS A WARRANT FOR YOUR

ARREST?
A NOs NO» NO WARRANT FOR MY ARREST UNLER THESE

CIRCUMSTANCES.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? WELL» DID THE OFFICERS
TESTIFY THAT THEY SAW YOU WITH SLIPS?

A ALL THEY TESTIFIED IS THAT THEY FOUND TWO
HUNDRED NUMBER FLAYS IN MY WALLET. THEY FOUND %200, $200;
NOT TWO HUNDRED NUMBER PLAYS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS, I AM

NOT SURE:, IF THEY DON’T HAVE A WARRANT —-- THIS IS NOT
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DIRECTED TO YOU BUT TU REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS -- IF THEY DO
NOT HAVE A WARRANT FOR ARREST FOR AN INUIVIDUAL: THE ONLY
OTHER WAY THEY CAN MAKE AN ARREST IS IF THEY VIEW ON SIGHT
SOME RIND OF WRONG DOINGy SUCH AS WE HAVE THE COUNTING OF THE
SLIFPSy OR WHATNOT.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: THAT’S CORRECT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: IF IT TURNS OUT IF IT WAS
PROVEN THAT THEY RNEW IT WAS 3200 AND NOT 200 NUMBER SLIPS:
ARE THEY LIARLE FOR WRONGFUL ARREST? IS THERE A LEGAL
CONDITIONy A LEGAL WRONGIOING ON THE PART OF THE POLICE
OFFICERs CALLED UNLAWFUL ARRESTT

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? YES» THEY WOULD BE
GUILTY OF A CRIME IN THE NATURE OF --

CHAIRMAN RHODES?: AS A CRIME IN ITSELF?

ISN’T IT TRUE THAT IF THEY FALSELY STATE

WHAT THEY FOUND IN VIEWs IN PLAIN VIEW, WHATEVER, THAT IS
CALLED WHAT -~ REFORE THEY MANE THE ARREST?

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! THAT IS A CRIME» ANV
IT ALSD IN MY JUDGMENT WOULD EBE A VIOLATION OF THt FEDERAL
CRIMINAL AND CIVIL CODES, IF UNDER COVER OF REING A FOLICE
OFFICERy SOMEONE WOULD SUBJECT YOU TO ARREST, MALICIOUS Ok
WHATEVER.

A THE UNDERLYING MOTIVE IN MY PARTICULAR CASE»
I THINNy WAS FOLITICAL. INSPECTOR MANJUM CURSEDr SHOUTED.

AND STOMFED: HE MADE DEHUMANIZING REMARKS AROUT ELACK
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REFRESENTATIVESs HOW THEY HAD NO POWER. °*YOU ARE SO RIG IN
THE COMMUNITY, GET SOME HELFP, GET ONE OF THEM TO GET YOU QUTf
TONIGHT. ANYONE YOU WANT TO CALLs ANY GODDAMNED ONE YOU WANT
TO CALL.,®

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THIS WAS ACTUALLY IN YOUR
MIND FOLITICAL HARASSMENT®

A THAT’S WHAT IT WAS. 1IT WAS HIS WAY OF
HISCREDITING ME AS A CANDIDATE FOR HERB FINEMAN’S SEAT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WeRE YOU A CANDIDATE --

A IT WAS HIS WAY OF DISCREDITING ME., HE QDID
JUST THAT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? WERE YOU A CANDIDATE FOR THE
SPECIAL ELECTION?

A THE SFECIAL ELECTION WAS OVER. I WAS
SEENING ELECTION FOR THE ELECTION COMING UP.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WERE YOU A& CANDIDATE FOR THF
ELECTION COMING UF7

A YES» I WAS A CANDNIDATE FOR THE SPECIAL
ELECTION,s NOT THE PRIMARY, SPECIAL ELECTION.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: 0 YOU WANT 70 ADD TO YOUR
TESTIMONY?

A I ONLY WANT TO SAY THAT IT WAS ONLY -- NOT
ONLY DEHUMANIZING» IT WAS DISCREDITING. THERE ARE FEOFLE
WHO DON‘T NNOW TODAY THE TRUE FACTS OF THE CASE --

CHRIRMAN RHODES: OF WHAT HAFPFPENED™
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A. THERE ARE MANY BLACN AND WHITE FOLICE
OFFICERS WHO KNOW MtE. THERE WERE MANY OTHER ARRESTS MADE IN
THE NEIGHBORHOOD THAT DAY. THERE WERE PEOFLE WHO SAW ME AND
THOUGHT I HAD COME TO GET THEM OUT EBECAUSE OF THE
ORGANIZATION I AM IDENTIFIED WITH. NOBODY BELIEVED THAT THEY
HAD ARRESTED ME AND HELD ME ELEVEN HOURS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? JUST TO CLARIFY YOUR FOINT
AROUT HARASSMENT. IS IT YOUR UNDERSTANDING THAT THE FOLICE
OFFICERS WHO MADE THE ARRESTy ANY OF THE FOLICE OFFICERS OF
THAT CROWD THAT TESTIFIEDs THERE WERE SOME WHO ANEW YOQU WERE
A CANDIDATE? WAS ONE AN INSFPECTOR -~

A THERE WAS AN INSPECTOR AND SERGEANT .

CHAIRMAN RHODES: ANE SIX OR SEVEN OFFICERS®

A THERE WERE OFFICERS WHO CALLED ME RY THE
FIRST NAME WHEN THEY CALLED ME.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THAT’S WHAT I MEANT.

A. THERE WERE OFFICERS WHO STATED TO INSPECTOR
MANJUM! ESTHER EDWARDS HAS WORKED HARD FOR THIS COMMUNITY.
THERE WERE INSPECTORSs, THERE WERE FOLICE OFFICERS AT THE
STATION AND AT 8TH AND RACEs WHO COULD NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY
WERE BRINGING ME IN.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: THROUGHOUT THE STATION THERF
WAS SOME OFFICER WHO NNEW YOU?

A THERE WAS SOMEONE TO IDENTIFY Mt.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS OF
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MRS. EDWARDS AT THIS FPOINT?
LET’S START WITH REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? THANK YOU VERY
MUCH .,

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?
Q. MRS, EDWARDSy I WANT TO THANKN YOU FOR COMING

FORWARD AND TESTIFYING BEFORE OUR COMMITTEE.
I WANT TO GO OVER A COUFPLE OF THINGS WITH
YOU. ONE OF THE THINGS IS THAT ON THE DATE OF THE INCIDENT
YOU WERE SITTING IN THE -- WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE FPLACE?
A, THE NAME OF THE PLACE WAS RASIN STREETs ANL
IT WAS THE ItAY AFTER I HAD ORGANIZED A MEETING OF THE
COMMITTEE PERSONS IN THE 194TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTs THE VERY
NEXT DAY,
Q. TELL MEs IS THAT THE EX-STATE REFRESENTATIVE
HERRERT FINEMAN’S DISTRICT®
ALSO» THIS EIRTHDAY FPARTY FOR THE LADY THAT
WAS HELD THERE»> HOW MANY FECFLE WERE IN THE VICINITY?
A THERE WERE 48 WOMEN ANL 27 MEN.
Q. WERE ALL OF THEM ARRESI1ED?
A NO» I WAS THE ONLY ONE ARRESTELD IN THAT
CROWD. LATER A BARMAID IN THAT ESTABLISHMENT CAME IN7 SHE
WAS ARRESTED' TOOs BUT SHE WAS RELEASED.
Q. OTHER THAN THAT INCIDENT AND THAT BRIG RAID»

YOU AND THE O1HER WOMAN WERE THE ONLY FERSONS ARRESTED?
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A NO. AT THAT PARTICULAR SPOT THAT PARTICULAR
DAYy THE NUMEER WRITER AND I WERE ARRESTEDs BUT THERE WERE A
SERIES OF RAIDNS THAT DAY AT SEVEN DIFFERENT BLACKN OWNED AND
DPERATED BUSINESSES.
THERE WERE SENIOR CITIZENS WHO WERE FLAYING
THE LEGAL LOTTERY ON THE CORNER OF S2NI! ANI' MARKET. THERE
WERE SENIOR CITIZENS WHO WERE IN AND OUT OF THE CHECK CASHING
FLACES AND* OTHER BUSINESSES.
THAT DAY MORE THAN 127 PERSONS WERE
ARRESTEDs AND I THINK I1 IS SIGNIFICANT TO NOTEs AND NOTICE
I‘'M CALLING NAMES, JOHN BRAXTONs WHO WORKS FOR THE DISTRICT
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE WAS TELLING FEOFLE AND HE ALSO TOLD ME, IF
YOU FLEAD GUILTY, YOU WILL GET OFF EASIER UNDER OUR LAY,
THERE IS NO WAY IN THE WORLIN THAT I WAS
GOING TD PLEAD GUILTY OR MIND ANYONE ELSE WHO ASKEDR ME TO
FLEAD GUILTY TO ILLEGAL LOTTERY WHEN I WASN‘T WRITING
NUMBERS. FEUT THERE WERE MANY FEOFLE THAT I KANOW -~
REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?
Q. YOU MEAN THE DAY OF THE ARREST?
A, THE DAY OF ARREST. I DIDN’T SPEAN TO JOHN
BRAXTONs WHEN I WENT TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY‘S OFFICE 7O
FILE MY COMFLAINT,
Q. YES?
A MR, RENDELL WASN’'T THERE. HIS SECRETARY

CALLED JOHN ERAXTON UP., SHE SAIDy °JOHNs THIS IS A FRIEND OF
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EDs SHE’S IN TROUBLE AND I WANT YOU TO PERSONALLY HANDLE
THIS.® I WENT TO JOHN BRAXTON’S OFFICE. I STAYED THERE ONE
HOUR RELATING JUST WHAT I RELATED' TO YOU. JOHN BRAXTON MADE
A CALL TO THE 19TH DISTRICT. THEN JOHN BRAXTON SAIIl TO MEs
*WELL» ESTHER, IF I WERE YOU I WOULD FLEAD GUILTYs AND YOU
TELL ALL YOUR FRIENDS THEY WOULD GET OFF EASIER FLEARING

GUILTY.? I SAIDy °FLEADING GUILTY TO WHAT®®
Q. I JUST WANT TO MAKE SURE THERE IS NO

MISUNDERSTANDING, AT THIS STAGE I DON‘T KNOW IF THERE IS ANY
FLACE TO FLEAD GUILTY IN ANY EVENT.

A HE HMEANT WHEN THE CASE CAME UH.

Q. IT COULD BE A SITUATION WHERE THE CASE 1S
CONSIDERED FOR A.R.D.s IF THE D.A. AND THF POLICE TALKED
AEOUT IT, YOU ARE NOT SAYING HE WAS TALNING ABOUT A.R.D.»
NOT BY A PLEA OF GUILTY?

A HE WAS SAYING TO ME THAT THE INSFECTOR HAS
IT IN FOR YOU AND THAT THE EASIEST WAY OUT FOR YOU IS TO
PLEAD GUILTY. I INTERVIEWED THREE OIHER PERSONS: TWO SENIOR
CITIZENS AND A YOUNG GIRL WHO HAD' REEN TOLD! THE SAME THING.

Q. MRS, EDWARDSy ALSO I WANT TO GET THIS CLEAR
ABOUT WHAT MR. BRAXTON DID., SOMETIMES PEOFLE IO GET A.R.D.
AND FLEAS OF GUILTY MIXED UFP» AND AT THAT STAGE THERE WOULD
BE NO REASON TO CONSIDER A FLEA OF GUILTY IN MY JUDGHENT FOR
ANYTHING.

A ACCORDNING TO JOHN ERAXTON -~-


koboyle
Rectangle


13
14

15

ESTHER EDWARD'S 759

Q. THERE COULD BE A.R.I'+ CONSIDERATIDN S1ARTING

AT THAT TIME.
A. I KNOW THE DIFFERENCE.
Q. DKAY.
A I KNOW THE DIFFERENCE.
a. THAT’S WHAT I AM TRYING TQ MARE CLEAR.

A I KNOW THE DIFFERENCE OF FLEADING GUILTY ANR

ARD.

Q. OKaAY .

A ALL RIGHT.

Qe LIID HE GIVE YOU -~

A A REASON?

Q. DID HE GIVE YOU THE BASIS ON WHICH HE WOULD
SUGGEST THAT?

A HE CERTAINLY DID. HE SAIDs *YOU ARE NO
NUMBER WRITER.®* I SAID» "YOU ARE NO LIAR: AND WHEN ED
RENDELL COMES MERE WE WILL HAVE THE RECORD WITHDRAWN.® THE

RECORD THREE DAYS LATER --
Q. MR, BRAXTON SAID YOU WERE A ANOWN NUMBER

WRITER™
A THAT’S WHAT INSFECTOR MANJUM SAILD,

INSPECTOR MANJUM SAIDs °"YOU ARE A KNOWN NUMBER WRITER.® I
SAID HE IS A KNOWN LIAR.
Q. THAT ‘S WHAT THE INSPECTOR SAIL TO YOU --

A I HAVE NEVER BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY CRIMINAL
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ACTIVITY, INCLUDING ILLEGAL LOTTERY: IN MY LIFE.
Q. WELLs THAT’S CERTAINLY TRUE» WE ANOW THAT.
Al THIS IS WHAT INSPECTOR MANJUM TOLD ME.
ACCORDING TO JOHN BRAXTON’S STATEMEN(y °*PLEADING GUILTY,
ESTHERs IS THE EASIEST WAY.*
Q. OR WHATEVERs RIGHT®
EVEN IF SOMEONE IS A ANODWN NUMBER WRITER»
THAT IS NO REASON TO FLEA GUILTY BECAUSE KANOWN NUMBER WRITERS
DON’T EVER GET ARRESTED., THEY DON’T GET ARRESTED.
DID HE GIVE YOU A REASONs DD MR. BRAXTON
SAY TO YOU, "WELL» MRS. EDNARDS, THEY GOT AlL THIS
INFORMATION AND IT SEEMS TO ME THEY GOT AN AIRTIGHT CASE» ANL
YOU OUGHT TO PLEA GUILTY"3 AND DID YOU SAYy "ARE YOU CRAZY®
THEY DON’T HAVE ANY INFORMATION." DID HE GIVE YOU ANY
INFORMATION®
Ae HE SAIDy *I SPORE TO INSPECTOR EBERNARL
MANJUM: AND THE INSFECTOR SAID THAT YQOU ARE A RNOWN NUMRER
WRITER.®
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: EXCUSE MEy MRS,
EDWARDS .
I THOUGHT THAT STATEMENT ABOUT MR. BRAXTON
SUGGESTING AT THAT STAGE THAT YOU SHOULD FLEA GUILTY WAS A
BIT —-= TOO MUCH.
a, A RIT.
REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! NOs IT IS ALSO OUT OF
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TIMEr» THERE ISN’T ANY REASON THAT I --
A, WELL> FOR WHATEVER HIS REASON.
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? ORAY .
A HE KNOWS ME PERSONALLYs AND HE ANOWS I'M
NOT» INSPECTOR MANJUM KNOWS I’M NOT.
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS? I KNOW HE ANOWS

YOU’RE NOT.
CHAIRMAN RHODES!? REFRESENTATIVE --

A, 80 THEN I KNEW I HAD TO GO --

REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: IT SEEMS TO HME THAT
HE WOULD SAY --

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? [0 YOU HAVE ANY MORE
RUESTIONSy REFPRESENTATIVE?

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS: NO.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!

Q. GOING BACK TO YOUR EARLIER TESTIMONY OF THE
48 WOMEN AND 27 MEN FPRESENT ONLY YOU AND A MALE: AND LATER ON
A FEMALE WERE THE ONLY ONES ARRESTED: RIGHT?

A, UH-HUH.,

Q. OKAY. WOULD YOU TELL US IF YOU WERE ABUSED
IN ANY WAY, OR IF YOU WERE ABUSED MENTAILLYs OR PHYSICALLY:
WOULD YOU SHARE THAT WITH THIS COMMITTEE®

A THE ABUSE I SUFFERED WAS FSYCHOLOGICAL. IT
WAS BEING ARRESTED AND HANDCUFFED AMONG MANY FPEOPLE THAT I

KNOW THAT HELD ME IN HIGH ESTEEM» THAT WAS THE PSYCHOLOGICAL
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ABUSE .

Q. EFAMATION OF CHARACTER.

A ALL THAT --

Q. COMING OUT.

A IT DISTRESSELD ME AS A& CANDIDATEy NUMBER TWO.

Q. WHAT ABOUT AS A PERSON FIRST» BEFORE AS A
CANDIDATE? WE ARE NOT TRYING TO PUT INTO THE RFCORD THAT A
PERSONy WHO IS A CANDIDATE WAS DISCREDITED, EUT RATHER I AM
ASRING YOU WHETHER OR NOT YOU WERE DISCREDITED AS A HUMAN
REING FIRSTs EVEN BEFORE YOU WERE A CANDIDATE. YOU HAVE SAID
BEFORE THAT‘YOU WERE DISCREDITED AS A CANVIDATE.

A YESs I WILL SAY FIRST AS & HUMAN BEING. HE
DIDN’T KNOW WHO I WAS UNTIL THE COMMITTEE CAME.

r OKAY. 60 AHEAD.

A. BUT I AM FURTHER STATING THAT HIS FOSITION

WAS EVEN MORE ARROGANT WHEN HE ASCERTAINED WHO I WAS.

Q. NOW, YOU SAID THAT YOU WERE HELD AT THE 16TH
DISTRICT?

A 39TH AND LANCASTER» THE 14TH DISTRICT.

a. FOR HOW MANY HOURS?

A I WAS HELD AT THAT DISTRICT FROM 3130 UNTIL
APPROXIMATELY -- WELL» 10:30. I WAS FERMITTED TO CALL, SO

AROUND 11130 WE LEFT THERE FOR BTH ANDI RACE.
Q. SO FROM 3:30 TO 10130y YDU WERE NOT ALLOWED

TO MANE A CALL. OKAY,
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Q. NOW, WAS ANYBODI'Y ELSE LOCKED' UF IN THE CELL
WITH YOU®?

A. NOT WITH ME, JUST THE FERSON THEY WERE
LOONING FOR ON THE WARRANT» THE NUMBER WRITERs DAVID SULFUR»
AND AFTER THAT THEY HAD TAKEN MEs THEY HANDCUFFED BOTH OF US.

R THEY HANDCUFFEDR ROTH OF YDU AND (LOCKED YOU
UF IN THE SaME CELL®

ﬁo NO! NO! NDC
Q. WERE YOU FELI' WHILE YOU WERE INCARCERATED?

A NO. 1 DID NOT GET ANY FOOD OR WATER OK
PERMITTED FHONE CALLS UNTIL AFTER 10130,

Q. NO PHONE CALLS UNTIL AFTER 10:30 IN THE
EVENING.,

NOW, AT 3:30 IN THE AFTERNOON WHEN YOU WERE

FIRST TAKEN TO THE 18TH DBISTRICT UNTIL YOU WENT TO THE
ROUNDHOUSE WHICH WAS 11:30s YOU ESTARLISHED YOU HAD NOT
EATEN, RIGHT?

A RIGHT.

Q. FROM 113130 P, M. UNTIL 3:30 A. M. IN THE
MORNING WHEN YOU WERE ARRAIGNED -~

A STILL HADN’'T EATEN.

e -= YOU STILL HADN‘T EATEN?

A STILL HADN’'T EATENs S1ILL HALDN'T WATER.

Q. DO YOU FEEL THAT THAT IS INHUMAN TREATMEN1®

A OHs DEFINITELY. BUT THERE WERE FEOPLE WHO
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HAD BEEN THERE FOR 23 HOURS WHO HADN‘T EATENs SO I DIDN'T
MAKE A COMMOTION OVER THAT.

Q. THE FOINT EEING THAT» DO YOU ANOW OTHER
PERSONS OR HAVE YOU ENCOUNTERED OTHER FPERSONS WHO WERE
ARRESTED AND INCARCERATED AND WHO DID NOT GET ANYTHING TO
EAT?

A YESs INDEED., THERE WERE MANY RIGHT THERE AT
THAT DISTRICT THAT NIGHT AT 8TH AND RACE» WHO HADN’'T HAD ANY
FOOD OR WATER.

Q. IS THAT CUSTOMARY?

A YES» INDEED. I1°S A FRACTICE.

Q. DO YOU KRNOW FROM YOUR INVOLVEMENT -- AND I
CITE FROM THE RECORD THAT YOU ARE AN ACTIVE FPERSON IN THF
COMMUNITY» THAT YOU ARE A CIVIC LEADERy AND THAT YOU ARE
RESPECTELDI' BY MANY WHO ARE HERE IN THE CITY -— YOU HAVE A HIGH
CALIRBER OF RESPECT; COULD YOU CITE TO US WHETHER OK NOT YOU
ANOW OF ANY PERSONS WHO HAVE FILED COMPLAINTS IN THE CITY
ABOUT FOLICE: OR FPERSONS THAT YOU KNOW WHO HAVE FILELD
COMPLAINTS HERE IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIA ABOUT THE FPOLICE,
AND WHAT TYPE OF REACTION HAD THEY GOT AS A RESULT OF FILING
THE COMPLAINTS.

A, Weblr» Wk FILED COMPLAINTS. THERE IS ONE

THAT IS ACTIVE. I HAVE IN MY FOSSESSION NOW A LETTER FROM AN

INMATE,» WHO HaAD BEEN SHOT IN THE HEAD AT S5STH ANV FINE» WHO

HaD BEEN HOSFITALIZED's WHO HAD EBREEN DETAINED WITHOUT LEGAL
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COUNSEL. FOR SEVERAL DAYS. THAT WAS ONLY ONE CASEs THERE ARE
MANY. WE GET LETTERS EACH AND EVERY WEEK FROM FEOFLE»
SOMETIMES THE INMATES WHO ARE IMPRISONED RY EITHER A& PENAL
SYSTEM OR THE FOLICE STATIONS OR THE DISTRICTS. THE
COMPLAINTS HAVE:, I WOULD SAY THEY HAVE GROWN IMMENSELY IN THE
PAST THREE YEARS.,

Q. WHY I'O YOU THINN THAT, MRS, EDWARDS?

A. WELL» I JUDGE THAT, NUMBER ONEs BY THFE
VOLUME OF MAIL., I JUDGE THAT AGAIN RY THE ATMOSFHERE THAT HAS
BEEN CREATED BY THE CITY ADMINISTRATION AS CONDUCIVE TO
VIOLENCE BY POLICE OFF ICERS.

RARELYs IF EVER:» IS A COMPLAINT GIVEN ANY
FOLLOW-UP UNLESS A FERSON HAS SOME SIGHTs SOME INSIGHT OK
SOME DIIRECT LINE INSIDE, MOST OF THEM» MOST OF THE
COMPLAINTS THAT ARE MADE ABOUT FOLICE OFFICERS ARE JUST, MORE
OR LESSy FILED AWAY IN SOME NIND OF CIRCUIT FILE.
I PARTICULARLY MAKE A FOINT WHEN I GET A

COMPLAINT FROM AN INDIVIDUAL TO FOLLOW-UF WITH A LETTER ON
OUR COALITION STATIONERY, FOLLOW-UP WITH A FHONE CALL» AND
EVEN MAKE A VISIT TO THE INSPECTOR’S QFFICE: THE HUMAN
RELATIONS OFFICE IN THE DISTRICT. I FOUND --

CHAIRMAN RHIDOES? EXCUSE ME. REFPRESENTATIVE
WHITE WOULD' LINE PERMISSION TO ASN REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON
TO YIELD.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE? WILL YOU YIELD»
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REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDISON?

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? YES.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? REFRESENTATIVE WHITE.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE:

@ ON THAT VERY POINIy THE HANDLING OF THE
COMPLAINT THAT YOU JUST SFOKE OF# DO YOU HAVE REASON TO
RELIEVE THAT IS STILL TAKING PLACE IN SFITE OF THFE NEW
REGULATIONS THAT THE POLICE DEFARTMENT SUFFOSEDLY IMFLEMENTED
IN REGARD TO THE HANDLING OF COMFLAINTS.

A OHs YESy I CERTAINLY 10, THE INCIDENF THAT
I CAN REFER TO EXPLICITLY IS THE RECENf HOOD CASE. NINFTEEN
ORGANIZATIONS MET AND DECIDED THAT THIS WAS GOING TO BE QUR
CASE. WE HAD THKREE DEMONSTRATIONSs, WE HAD A PRESS
CONFERENCE» WE HAD ANOTHER FRESS CONFERENCE AND SENT A WIRE
TO THE ADVOCATE.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE? THANK YOU.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

a. IN YOUR ESTIMATION, WHO WOULID' YOU SAY ARE THE
INDIVIDUALS IN THIS TOWN WHO SUFFER THE MOST FROM POLICE
VIOLENCE®?

A I WOULD SAY THAT IN MY OFINION ELACKS AND
MINORITIES ARE THE GREATEST VICTIMS OF CIVIL LIBERTIES AND
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUESs AND I WOULLDL SAY PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO
ARE NOT FART OF THE FOLITICAL MACHINERY THAT IS FUNCTIONING

IN THIS CITY.
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Q. I'0O YOU FEEL THAT THIS IS A PART OF THE
SYSTEMATIC AFPROACH —-- ANL I AM RAISING THIS RUESTION FOR THE
RECORD} IN YOUR OWN OFINION, HOW IO YOU FEEL AROUT IT+ IS IT
A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH THAT MAKES THIS OCCUR OR IS THIS JUST
HAPHAZARDLY? 1T JUST HAFPENS?

A I FERSONALLY BELIEVE AND I THINK THAT OUR
ORGANIZATION HAS FOUND -~ IT STANDS BESIDE ME IN THIS ERELIEF
== I THINK THERE HAS BEEN A SYSTEMATIC CONSPIRACY AGAINST
BLACKS AND MINORITIES THAT ARE FERFPETRATED RY THE MAYOR OF
THE CITY AND THE CITY ADMINISTRATION AS A WHOLE. I THINN
THAT COMMISSIONER O'NEILLs AN EDUCATED MAN: AN INTELLIGENT
MaNes I THINN HIS HANDS HAS BEEN TIED. I FEEL THAT MANY OF
OUR OWN BLACK FOLICE OFFICERS FEAR THE LOST OF THEIR JOES,
AND THAT IS WHY NO ONE THAT I KNOW OF ~- AND SEVERAL SAW Mk
== LIID NOT GO OUTSIDE TO TRY TO GIVE ME ANY HELF THAT NIGHT I
WAS ARRESTED. I WAS AFPAULED AT THE FACT THAT A MAN THAT WAS
SO CLOSE TO MY FAMILY WITNESSED THE INVTERROGATION, WITNESSELD
THE LANGUAGE USED BY THE INSPECTORs AN WAS SURORDINATE
ENOUGH TO WALK AWAY AS IF IT NEVER EVEN HAFPPENED.

I FEEL THAT IN PHILADELFHIA, MOST VICTIMS OF
POLICE ABUSE AND BRUTALITY FEEL THAT NOTHING IS EVER GOING TO
BECOME OF IT AND THEY DON‘'T EVEN TRY TO FIGHT EACKR. I FEEL
THE FEW OF US THAT ARE OUT HERE CONSISI1ENILY STRIVING TO
CHANGE THIS FOLITICAL MACHINERY HAVE EEEN EXCLUDED FROM ANY

MEANINGFUL JORS. WE HAVE EBEEN INTIMIDATED IN THE COMMUNITY.
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I HAVE A SON WHO AT 24» IS A CANDIDATE FOR A

DOCTOR, WHD WAS ARRESTED FOR FLAYING BASKETEALL AT THE CORNER
OF THE STREET WHERE HIS FATHER FUT UF A RACK. HE WAS NOT
DISTURBING ANYONE. THEY HELD HIM IN THE 19TH DISTRICT UNTIL
I CAME THEREs AND DEMANDED THAT THEY CHARGE HIM OR BOOK HIM,
AND BET HIM OUT OF THAT CELL. NO ONE MOVED UNTIL I GOT
FREEMAN HANKINS QUT OF HIS BED. THERE ARE FEW OF US WHO HAVE
THAT KIND OF STAMINA TO DEAL WITH A SITUATION LIKE THIS,

CHAIRMAN RHODES! WHEN DIID THAT INCIDENT OCCUR?

A ONE YEAR AGD. ONE YEAR AGOs HE WAS HOME FOR
A WEEKNEND LAST JUNE. HE WAS PLAYING KASKETERALL., A FOLICE
OFFICER APFROACHED'» AND SAID EVERYONE UNMER EIGHTEEN HAS FIVE
MINUTES TO GET OFF THE CORNER. MY SON IS 24 YEARS OLD»
TEACHING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OHID. HE PULLEDR QUT HIS
IDENTIFICATION, THE FPOLICE OFFICER KNOCKED THE IDENTIFICATION
QUT OF HIS HANDr» AND PLACED HIM UNDER ARREST, MY NEIBHBORS
CALLED ME FROM MY JOR, THEY SAID YOUR SON IS IN THE 19TH
DISTRICTs I WENT TO THE 19TH DISTRICT AND ASKED WHAT HE WAS
CHARGED WITH. C*THERE’S NO CHARGE.® °*THERE’S GOING TO RE A
CHARGE» AND THERE’S GOING TO RE A CHARGE NOW» OR HE’S COMING
OUT OF THAT CELL,® °*WE ARE NOT GOING TO RELEASE HIM UNTIL
TOMORROW MORNING.® 1 SAID» °TOMORROW MORNING"?

I CALLED SENATOR HANKINS ON THE FHONE. HIS

WIFE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS ALLEEF. 1 SAIDs *"YOU HAVE TO GET

HIM UP TONIGHT BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT GOING TO KREEF MY SON IN A
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CELL AT THE 19TH DISTRICT TWELVE HOURS» AND TELL ME THE NEXT
MORNING THAT HE HANGED HIMSELF.® ALL RIGHT. SENATOR HANKINS
CALLED THE RISTRICT. THE SERGEANT GAVE ME A COPY OF THE
CHARGESs CHARGING HIM WITH DISORDERLY CONDUCTy AND THEY LET
ME BRING HIM HOME THAT NIGHT.
I WENT TO FOLICE COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL’S

OFFICE THE NEXT MORNING. I TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS DUE RACKN ON
THE CAMPUS ON MONDAY MORNING —-- THIS WAS A FRIDAYr I COULD
NOT HOLD HIM OVER. HE SAID. I‘LL HAVE THE HEARING CONTINUED
FOR TWO WEEKS. I SAIDy "YOU MEAN TO TELL ME I HAVE TD PAY
HIS FARE TO BRING HIM BACN HERE IN TWO WEENS FOR THIS
RIDICULOUS CHARGE®*T 1 HAD TO I0 JUST THAT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? WHO SAILI' THAT TO YOU?

A A REPRESENTATIVE OF COMMISSIONER O’/NEILL’S
OFFICE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: NOT COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL?

A, NOT COMMISSIONER O/NEILL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON» DD
YOU HAVE ANY MORE QUESTIONS®

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: YESrs SIR.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:

a. SO0 YOU HAVE DRAWN US AN ANALOGY. WHAT I
WANT TO DO IN THE LAST PART OF MY QUESTIONING IS TO TALN A
LITTLE RIT ABOUT THE TYFE OF ABUSES YOU SUFFERED FROM THE

FOLICE: NOT JUST NECESSARILY REING FHYSICALLY REATEN UF.


koboyle
Rectangle


B W N

8 0 N WU

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

ESTHER EDWARDS 770

DO YOU KNOW OF ANY OTHER CASEST YDU TALNED

EARLIER ABOUT BREING FSYCHOLOGICALLY BEATEN UP, WHAT ARE THE
KINDS OF CASES THAT YOU KNOW OF THAT HAVE HAFPFENEDR IN THE
COMMUNITY> AND IN WHAT COMMUNITY HAS IT HAPPENED MOST IN7

a. I HAVE AN EXAMPLE OF A YOUNG MAN WITHOUT
VISION IN HIS RIGHT EYE, CHANGED TO FOOR HEALTH» ANL HAVING
BEEN ARRESTED AND CHARGELD WITH RETAIL THEFT IN WANAMAKERS.

WHEN THE GUARD TOOK HIM TO THE ROOM AND

CALLED THE POLICE FROM THE DISTRICT ENDy HE WAS FHYSICALLY
REATEN UNTIL HE ADMITTED TO THE RETAIL THEFT CHARGE.

Q. WHO REAT HIM UP?

A THE FHILADELFHIA POLICE AND THE GUARID.

a. OF WANAMANERS?

A YES. I REFERRED THE CASE. I WAS HEAD OF
PUSH AT THE TIME» AND CHARLES EOWSER WAS THE FRESIDENT OF
FPUSH. I REFERRED THE CASE TO HIMs TO CHARLES ROWSERs AND HE
NEVER FOLLOWED THAT CASE UFP., BRUT I SAW THE MAN THE DAY AFTER
HE HAD REEN BEATEN IN A ROOM AT THE WANAMARERS STORE BY TWO
LOCAL FPOLICEMEN ANDL A SECURITY GUARD.,

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHAT HAFPFENED TO HIM FHYSICAILLY?

A. HIS EYES WERE LACERATED'» HE HAD STITCHES
ACROSS THE NOSEs» IT WAS FUFFY ALL OVERs AND LINE I SAIDs I
NEVER FOLLOWED IT UP.

Q. DID HE LOSE HIS SIGHT AS A RESULT OF THAT.

WAS HE HOSFITALIZED®
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A I NNOW HE WAS HOSPITALIZED. HE HAD EYE
SURGERY AT P.G.H.» AND AFTER THAT I LEFT THE ORGANIZATION,
ANDH T HAD NO OTHER CONTACT WITH HIM.

r ONE FINAL QUESTION: HAVE YOU FILED A
CRIMINAL OR CIVIL COMPLAINT AGAINST THE FPOLICE DEFARTMENT
RELEVANT TO THE SITUATION AT BASIN STREET?

A I HAVE A PRIVATE ATTORNEY WHO HAS GONE EVEN
BEYOND THAT. HE HAS FILED A COMPLAINT.

a. FILED WHERE?

A IN FEDERAL. COURT» Ht IS FILING A COMPLAINT
WITH THE U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, AND ALSO HE HAS A CASt
PENDING .

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSONM! THANKN YOU VERY
MUCH» MR« CHAIRMAN. THANN YQU VERY MUCH, MRS. EDWARDS.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES: MRS. EDWARDSs JUST AS A
MATTER OF RECORD: HAVE ANY OF THE OFFICERS WHO HAVE
MISTREATED YOUs IN YOUR OPINION: HAVE ANY OF THEM YET EEEN
DISCIFLINER RY THE FOLICE DEPARTMENT IN ANY SENSE AT ALL7f

A. OHy NOs» NOT THAT I NNOW OF, IN FACT, THIS
RAIDING SQUAD THAT WAS ATTACHED TO INSFECTOR MANJUM’S SQUAD
STOFFED ME ON THE CORNER ABOUT TWO WEEAS AGO.

CHAIRMAN RHOLES? THE WHOLE SQUAD STOFFED YOU®?

Ay FOUR MEMBERS OF THE SQUAD' WERE IN THE CAR»
THEY STOFFPED> AND FULLED UF TO ME ON THE CORNERs AND CALLED

ME °"ESTHER.,® AND I SAID °"MRS. EDWARDS.®
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AND THEN ON THE SECOND OCCASION WHEN THEY
WERE KAIDING A CHECKN CASHING PLACE> AND I WITNESSEDl IT --
CENTRAL FHOTOGRAFHERSs SO THEY HAD BEEN FOLLOWING MFs AND I
HAD ALSO BEEN FILING A DROCUMENT OF THEIR ACTIVITY.
CHAIRMAN RHODES? I WASN’T CLEAR DIRECTLY ON
YOUR RESFONSE TO REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON’S QUESTION ARQUT
COMPLAINTS, DID YOU FILE®

A, I FILED A COMFPLAINT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: A FOLICE COMHLAINC?
A YES.,
CHAIRMAN RHODES!? HAVE YOU RECEIVELDl ANY

NOTIFICATION ABOUT THE DISPOSITION OF THAT COMPLAINT?

A NOs I HAVEN'T.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! YOU DON’T KNOW WHETHER THERE
WAS A FINDING OF JUSTIFIED BEHAVIOR OR NOT ON THE PART OF THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT?

A NOs I REALLY DON‘T.
CHAIRMAN RHOINES!? [0 YOU ANOW IF ANY OF THE

OTHER OFFICERS THAT YOU MENTIONED IN YOUR TESTIMONY WERE
DISCIPLINED?

A OH, I SEE THEM AROUNL. I DON‘T THINN THERE
HARDLY WAS ANY DISCIPLINARY ACTION. THEY HAD A RAID THE
FOLLOWING WEER IN A SHOP THAT WAS IN THE AREAs AND I WENT UP
THERE AT THAT TIME THAT THE RAID WAS MADE TO GET SOME

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.
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CHAIRMAN RHODES?: SO THIS IS THE SPECIAL UNIT?

A THIS IS THE INSPECTOR’S SQUAD. THE DISTRIC)
HASs EACH TWO DISTRICTS HAS ONE INSFECTOR. INSPECTOR MaNJUM
WAS OVER AT THE 16TH DISTRICT AND THE 19TH DRISTRICT,» EOTH OF
THEM ARE INSPECTOR’S SQUADS.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! AND THESE SQUADS ARE ATTACHED
TO HIM PERSONALLY?

A WELL» I GUESS HE CAN FULL ANYONE FROM THE
FPATROL FROM UNIFORM WHENEVER HE IS GOING TQ RAID. HE HAS A
RAIDING FPARTY.

HE SOMEHOW APFEARS TO RE TRYING TO RUILD A

NAME FOR HIMSELF. HE ATTACKS US LIKE HITLER. HE KICARS IN
DOORS AND HE TANES & NIGHTSTICN ANL RREANS IN THE WINLDOCWS
EVEN THOUGH THE DOORS ARE NOT LOCKED., I THINN HE IS TRYING:
AND I71 IS THE OPINION OF THE COMMUNITY THAT Ht IS TRYING TO
MANE A NAME FOR HIMSELF RY DOING ALL THIS ROUGH STUFF. IF HE
WAS REALLY CONCERNED AROUT CRIME» Hk WOULD CLEAN UP THE 1&TH
AND 19TH DISTRICTSy HE WOULD DO AWAY WITH THIS ROUGH STUFF.

Q. DO YOU KNOW OF ANY SPECIFIC INCIDENTS WHERE
THIS INSPECTOR HAS BEEN PERSONALLY INVOLVEDR IN VIOLATING
CIVIL RIGHTS OF OTHER CITIZENS?

A WELL» MY CASE I WOULD SAY HE WAS INVOLVED --

Q. I SAIl OTHER CASES.

Ay YESy INDEED's WE HEARD IT ON WDhAS. WE HAD

TWO WOMEN WHO ARE SENIDR CITIZENS WHO CERTAINLY D[ON’T FLAY
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NUMBERS. THEY WERE ARRESTED AND HELD LONG HOURS, AND WHEN
MANJUM WOULDN’T LET THEM GET OUT» THEY CALLED HIS NAME OUT IN
SPITE OF HARASSMENT.

Q. I CANNOT OVEREMFHASIZE HOW CRITICAL IT IS
THAT YOU PROVIDE THIS SURCOMMITTEE AS SOON AS FOSSIELE THE
NAMES OF THOSE INUIVIDUALS ANI' A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE
INCIDENT INVOLVEL.

A ALL RIGHT,

Q. I GATHER THIS INSFECTOR IS A FAIRLY SENIOR
OFFICIAL IN THE POLICE DEPARTHMENT"?

A HE’S AN ANGRY OLD MAN.

Q. I DO NOT MEAN AGE WISE. HE’'S A VERY HIGH,
HE’S A SENIOR OFFICIAL HERE?

A WELL» AN INSPECTORs I WOULD ASSUME WOULD RE
A SENIOR OFFICIAL.

CHAIRMAN RHODES: WE WILL EE MOST INTERESTED IN
DETERMINING THE CONDUCT OF THIS INSFECTOR FURSUANT TO OUR
INVESTIGATION.

A WELL, THE DISIRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE HAS A
SPECIAL UNIT THAT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR COMFLAINTS AROUT THE
CONDUCT OF OFFICERS AND' T CALLED IT TO THEIR ATTENTION: ANL I
CALLED IT TO THE ATTENTION OF COMMISSIONER O'NEILLs 1

BROADCAST IT ON WIAS I SENT OUT NEWSLETTERS AND GAVE IT OUT

IN HIS DNISTRICT AND' HIS ENTIRE DISTRICT OF 15,0007 AND A FACT

SHEET ON INSFPECTOR MANJUM’S SON --
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CHAIRMAN RHODES? Well > WE ARE VERY CONCERNED
ABOUT SFECIFIC INCIDENTS INVOLVING THIS INSPECTORs AND WE
WOULD RE MOST AFPRECIATIVE IF YOU CAN ANDWISE OUR
SURCOMMITTEE STAFF AT THE VERY EARLIEST TIME AVAILARLE>»
DETAILED INFORMATION ON INCIDENTS WHERE HE HAS ALLEGEDLY
VIOLATED CITIZENSY CIVIL RIGHTS» THAT AFTER AlL IS THE
PRINCIFLE FOCUS OF THIS FHASE 0OF GUR INVESTIGATIOWN.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE, DO YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTIODNS?

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE: NOD.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!: REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:

Q. MRS. EDWARDSs YOU REFERRED TALKING TO
DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOHN BRAXTON AT THE TIME, WHAT TIME WAS
THAT?

A THE MORNING -- THE RAID WAS ON FEERUARY 11,
SATURDAY, MONDAY MORNING I WENT TO 2400 CENTRE SQUARE
RUILDIING.

Q. IT WASN’'T UNTIL MONLAY MORNINGT®

A YESy I COULDN’T ARRIVE UNFIL MONDAY MORNING.
I WANTED TO SEE EIl RENDELL FERSONALLY: BUT HE WAS OUT OF
TOWN,

Q. SO YOU L[ID NOT TALN TO MR, RENDELL UNTIL?

A UNTIL ALMOST A WEEN LATER. I DIDN’T SEE HIM
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Q. A WEEN LATER.

A -— FERSONALLYs EUT HIS SECKETARY ANU S1AFF

Q. FOR A MINUTE I GOT THE IMPRESSION THAT AMONG

OTHERSsy NEITHER MK, RICHARDSON» NEITHER Mk. MOORE NOR MK.
RENDELL WERE ON THE SFOT -- HE WAS OUT OF TOWN FOR A WEEN.
OhAY .

A, NOy HE WAS IN WILDWOODy RUT I WAS IN HIS
OFFICE EVERY MORNING UNfFIL HE GOT BACN —-— THAT MONUAY ALL

DAY, AND I KRNEW HE WAS GOING TO BE IN.

Q. I MISSED THE FLEASURE TO COME DOWN MONDAY.,
A IM FACT, I WENT TO H1S HONME,
(PAUSE.)

Q. OKNAY. YODU MADE SUME RATHER SERIOUS
ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING AN INSPECTOR:s A FPHILANELFHIA FOLICE
INSPECTOR WHO CALLED YOU A *BLACN BA{TCH.®

A NO» CALLED ANOTHER WOMAN IN MY FRESENCE A
*RLACN BITCH." A WHITE FOLICE OFFICER FERMITITED HER 7O GO
AND LEAVE AND GET WATERS AND HE SAID THAT NO ONE COULD EAT,
COULD HAVE WATER OR MARNE ANY FHONE CALLS.

Q. REFERRED TO ANOTHER?

A ANOTHER FRISONER.

Q. ANOTHER FRISONER AS A *BLACK EBITCH® -—-

A SAME CELL.

Q. == IN YOUR FRESENCE?
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A HE CaME TO ME --

Q. IN YOUR PRESENCE®

A IN MY —-— HE CAME TALNING TO ME. °MRS.
EOWARDS, WHERE IS THAT BLACN RITCH?*® WERE HIS WORDS.

Q. YOU ALSO REFERRED TO THE FACT THAT THIS
FOLICE INSPECTOR FROM WHAT HE SAID TO YOU -~ I DON‘T REMEMKER
WHAT YOUR WORDS WERE, RUT IF SEEMED TO INNICATE CONTEHMFT FOR

A. BLACN FUBLIC OFFICIALS.

Q. FOR BLACK FPUEBLIC OFFICIALS AND -~

A AND BLACKN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIF.

Q. HOW DID HE EXFRESS THAT» IN WHAT TERMS?

A M. WILLIAMS:, I SAID THE WORD *RITCH:®* AND
DIDN‘T INTEND TO HERE IN THE CHURCH, BUF I WOULD RATHERy I
RATHER NOT REFEAT ANY OF THE PROFANITY HE USED IN REFERENCE
TO YOUs, DAVEs JOHNs SENATOR HANRINS AND SENATOR —-

Q. MkS. EDWARDS --

A HE CALLED' THEM RY NAME.

CHAIRMAN RHORES? IF IT’S FOR THE RECORDs IT
WouLlT RE HELFFUL.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS!

Q. I THINK THAT WHATEVER THE WORLDS ARE» I GUESS
THE WORDS ARE INTENDED FOR LITERARY DESCRIPTION EBY YOU AND
FOR ACCURACY, NOT FOR FROFANITY.

A FIRST LETTERS?
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CHAIRMAN RHODES: I THINN IT‘’S VERY IMPORTANT.
Q. I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT --
CHAIRMAN RHODES: IT‘’S VERY IMFORTANT,

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:

[ I THINK IT‘S IMPORTANT TO FIND OUT THE
ATTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE WHO HOLD THE RESFONSIELE POSITIONS OF
AN INSFECTOR OR WHATEVER EBECAUSE IT JUST INFECTS THE WHOLE
FABRIC OF THAT SYSTEM, I THINN IT’S IMPORTANT TO NNOW IF
THERE IS AN INSPECTOR IN MY DISTRICT OR ANYRODY ELSE’S
DISTRICT WHO FEELS THAT THE OFFICIAL IN THAT DISTRICT FOR
SOME RACIAL REASON IS TO BE LOOMKEDX AT CONFEMPTUOUSLY OR
DISRESPECTEDs THEN WE DBON‘T NEED TO HAVE THOSE FERSONS IN
THOSE AREAS OR ANY OF THEM. SO YOU ARE ROOTED. I WANT 70
NNOW WHAT WAS SAILD.

A YOU [UMEs POOR M.F'N. —— AND NAMED THEM.

Qe NIGGERS?

A NOy NAMED THEM.

Q. WHAT DNID HE SAY?

A. HANKINSy MCKINNEYy RICHARDSON AND ALL THOSE
M.F.”S» YOU ANOWs; SEE IF ANY ONE OF THOSE M.F.’S CAN GET YOU
OUT OF HERE TONIGHT.

REPRESENIATIVE DUMAS! WHO MADE THAT STATEMENT
TO YOU~

A, INSFECTOR BRERNARD MANJUM.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


t

©C M W N b W

ESTHER EDWARDS 779

r NOWs YOU ARE SAYING THAT THE INSPECTOR TOLD
YOUs CHALLENGED YOU ON GETTING OUT WHEN HE ANEW THERE WAS NO

A WHEN HE KNEW.

Q. —— INFDRMATION TO HOLD YOU?

A WHEN HE READ THE REFORT WRITTEN BY SERGEANT
NIDD GALLAGHAR THAT STATED I HAD THO HUNDRED NUMEER FLAYS
WHICH HME NEVER SAW ANDII I NEVER SAW.

Q. CAN YOU ANSWER MY QUESTION. DNID THE
INSPECTOR NNOW THAT YOU DIDN‘T DO ANYTHING?

A HE ~~ THAT HE DIDN’T FIND ANY OF THOSE ON

Q. HE KANEW THAT THE FOLICE OFFICER DIDN’T FIND
ANYTHING ON YOU<?

A. THAT’S RIGHT.

CHAIRMAN RHOLDES:

Q. HOW DID HE ANOW THAT?

A THERE WERE 48 WOMEN AND 27 MEN THERE WHEN I
WAS SEARCHEDs NOT ANYONE WITNESSED THEM TARING ANYTHING 0OU)
OF MY PURSE BUT MY CREDINIT CARDS» MY DRIVER’S LICENSE, MY
OWNER’S CARD AND $200.

Q. HOW DID THE INSPECTOR KNOW THAT THE SERGEANT
WAS LYING?

A, I DON’T KRNOW HOW THE INSPECTOR WOULD ANOW

THAT THAT I WAS LYING OR THE SERGEANS WAS LYING. HE WENT BY


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


rJ

i

g 0 N O U

10
11

13
14

15

ESTHER EDWARDS 780

THE REFORT THAT WAS FLACED ON HIS DESK.

Q. S0 THE INSFPELTOR WOULD ONLY ANOW WHAT WAS
BASED ON WHAT THE SERGEANT GAVE HIM7

A. THAT’S RIGHT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES!? REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS, YOU
WILL HAVE TO YIELD TO REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! I WILL YIELD TO THE
DISTINGUISHED» GRAY-HAIRED' GENTLEMAN TD MY RIGHT.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? ESTHER» I CALLEL THE
NIGHT THAT YOU WeRE ARRESTED, I AM SURE YOU ARE NOT AWARE OF
THAT .

A YESs I WAS AWARE OF THAT. I WAS AWARE THAT
FOUR STATE REFRESENIATIVES WEKE CALLED.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? I INVERCEDELD' AND
ATTEMPTED TO GET YOU OUT OF JAIL, BUT I WAS UNSUCCESSFUL,

A WELLs SENATOR MCARINNEY CAME ['OWN THERE
PERSONALLY» HERE HARDIN CAME LDOWN THERE FERSONALLY» FREEMAN
HANNINS WAS CALLED» SEVERAL WERE CALLED --

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! I WAS TOLD RY THE
AUTHORITIES THAT YOU HAD A CRIMINAL RECORD OF ILLEGAL
LOTTERY.

A, THAT’S JUST EXACTLY WHAT INSFPECTOR MANJUM
TOLD EVERYDNE THAT WAS PRESENT.

CHAIRMAN RHODES? THANN YOU» REPRESENTATIVE

DUMAS. REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS,
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REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: I WoULD JUST LIKE TO
ANOW IF YOU WERE EVER ARRESTEID' EEFORE.,

A. I HAVE NEVER REEN INVOLVED OR ARRESTED IN
ANY CRIMINAL ACTIVITYs INCLUDING ILLEGAL LOTTERY AT ANY TIME
IN MY LIFE. I HAVE NEVER BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH ANY KNOWM
NUMEBER WRITERS.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: THANN YOU,

CHAIRMAN RMODES: REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS?

G MRS. EDWARDS: SOME SPECIFIC OFFICER ARRESTELD
YOU., WILL YOU GIVE US HIS NAME®

A K=I-bO-Ds 6-A-L-L-A-G-H~A-R. SERGEANT AIDD
GALLAGHAK.

r YOU SUGGEST THAT HE ARRESTED! YOU ON A FALSE
CHARGE FOR A REASON.

A THAT’S RIGHT.

Q. WOULD YOU RESTATE WHAT REASON YOU THINN HE
ARRESTED YOU FOR. DID HE KNOW YOU WHEN HE ARRESTEL YOU®?

A NDs HE DIIN'T. IT WASN’T UNTIL I GOT 7O THt
FRECINCT THAT SOME MENs BLACKN AND WHITE OFFICERS IDENTIFIED
ME .

Q. WELL, WHY DID HE ARREST YOU ON THE SCENE IF
HE DIDN‘T KNOW YOQU?

A WELLs THERE WAS A CROWD OF WOMEN AND MEN

SITTING IN A CIRCLE AT A BIRTHDAY FARTY. THERE’S FOOD AND
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CAKE BEING FASSED' AROUND. HE CAME IN WITH AN ARRES1 WARRANT
FOR TWO KRNOWN NUMBER WRITERS. ONE WAS PRESENM. THE
TELEPHONE RINGS. MY SON IS CALLING FROM THE ARENS TO SEE
WHAT TIME I AM GOING TO FICK HIM UP. THE SERGEANT ANSWERS
THE PHONE. THE FERSON ASKED FOR ESTHER EDIWARDS. THE
SERGEANT SAYSs °"MRS. EDWARDSs YOU ARE WANTED ON THE FHONE. I
GO TO THE PHONE., HE SAIDr "YOU ARE UNDER ARRES)."®

Q. I HEARD THAT. YOU ARE SAYING THAT SOMEONE
CALLED AND GOT YOU AT THE TIME» ANL THEREFORE THE SERGEANT
PICNED YOU? |

A, HE HAPFENED TO CALL WHEN THE FPLACE WAS UNDER
SEIZUREy NO ONE WAS ALLOWED TO ENFER OR LEAVE.

CHAIRMAN RHODES! THE IMPLICATION BEING THAT
SHE WAS TAKING CALLS FOR NUMBRERS. THEY’'RE THAT CRAZYs THE
FOLICE.

A THAT ‘S RIGHT: THAT’S RIGHT.

REFRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS:

Q. BUT THAT WOULD CONTRADICT WHAT YOU SAID
BEFORE OR SUGGESTED' THAT FOR SOME REASON THAT YOU WERE
ARRESTED RECAUSE OF YOUR OTHER INVOLVEMENTS.

A ALL RIGHT» LET ME SAY THIS. WE HAD A
COMMITTEE MEETING THE NIGHT REFORE AND THEY WANTED} ANOTHER
MEETING THAT AFTERNOON» AND I ANNOUNCED TO A BODY OF
INDIVIIWALS THAT I COULDN‘T POSSIBLY MANE THAT MEETING: I

WOULD BE AT A BIRTHDAY FARTY IN BASIN STREET THE NEXT DAY AT
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3 O‘CLOCN, AND THAT’S WHY IT WAS ASSOCIATED OR RELATED TO
HIM.

Q. WELL» I1 COULLIr BE ONCE THEY ARRESTED YOU ON
HAPPENSTANCE AND FINL OUT WHO YOU ARE THEY COULD THEN
MAINTAIN --

A WELL>» I BELIEVE THAT’'S WHAT HAFFENED.

a. BUT I THINK IT’S SERIOUS I¥ YOU ARE ARRESTED
FOR SOMETHING YOU DID NOT DOs, AND' IT IS TRUE THAT YOQU’RE
RIGHT, THAT YOUR IMAGE HAS BREEN TARNISHED EY THE FACT THAT
FEDFPLE BELIEVE THAT STUFFs THAT’S ABSOLUTELY SO,

DO YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS ON WHAT YOU
THINN CAN BE DONE IN THE AREA -~ I AM TALKNING ABOUT DI1STRICT
== THE FOLICE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT FPROCENURE?

IF YOU HAVE SOMEONE IN THE DISTRICT LIKE
WHAT INSPECTOR HANJUM APFPEARS TO BEs, WHO HAS NO RFSFECT FOR
PUELIC OFFICIALS AND NO RESFECT FOR WOMEN, THEN A PERSON LIKE
THAT SHOULDN’T EE IN CHARGE OF ANYTHING.

A NOr» HE DEFINITELY HAS A PROBLEM AND HE NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL HELF,

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS AS TO WHAT WE
CAN D0 TO ELIMINATE PEOPLE LINE THAT FROM REING IN CHARGE OF
SUCH A RESFONSIBLE POSITION?

A WELLs HE KNOWS THAT THAT’S THE VERY BOTTOM
LINE OF ACCOUNTABILITY.

REFPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS! OKAY» THANN YOU.
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CHAIRMAN RHODES! THANN YOU VERY MUCH.
(WITNESS EXCUSED.)
AT THIS TIME WE WILL RECESS THE HEARING FOR
FIFTEEN MINUTES TO ALLOW SOME RESFITE FOR OUR HARDWORKING
REFORTERS., THE HEARING WILL RECONVENE FIFTEEN MINUTES TO
SEVEN, AND I WILL TURN THE CHAIR OVER TO REFPRESENTATIVE
WHITE» AND OUR NEXT WITNESS AT THAT TIME WILL RE MARIAN
DOCKINS,
(RECESS.)
REFPRESENTATIVE DIUMAS? THE HOUR OF RECESS HAS
EXPIRED, THE HEARING WILL NOW COME TO ORDER. OUR FIRST
WITNESS TO TESTIFY WILL EE MKS, MARIAN DOCKRINS. MRS,
DOCKINS: DO YOU HAVE A SURPDENAT
MRS. DOCAINS! YESs I DO.
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS:? AT THIS TIME I WOULD

LINE TO SWEAR YOU IN.

MARIAN DOCKINSs SWORN.
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! MRS, DOCKINS, YOU KNOW
THAT YOU ARE UNDER OATH: AND ANYTHING THAT YOU SAY COULLD RE
HELD AGAINST YOU FOR FERJURY?
A I KANOW THAT.
REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! TG THE EREST OF YOUR
ABILITY: I WOULD LIKE YOU TO MAKNE EVERYTHING TRUE AND

CORRECT.
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A I WANT TO TESTIFY TO THE MANNER IN WHICH MY

SON WAS ARRESTED IN AUGUST OF 1970.
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS? YOU MAY FROCEED NOW.

A I AM A LITTLE NERVOUS.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: JUST TAKRE YOUR TIME.

A WELLs HE WAS ARRESTED BY THE PHILABLELFHIA
FOLICE, AND AT THE TIME HE WAS ARRESTED» HE WAS BEATEN.
FIRSTs HE WAS SHOT IN THE HEAD AND THEN HE WAS -- I CAN’T GET
IT ALL EXACTLY THE WAY -- AFTER HE WAS SHOT, THEY HAD TAREN
HIM DOUWN 7O THE POLICE STATION: THEY HAD CHARGED HIM FIRST.
WHAT THEY DIDs THEY HAD & CHARGE TRUMFETD! UFP AGAINST HIM. HE
WAS ARRESTED ON THDSE TRUMFPED-UF CHARGES. HE IS NOW IN
PRISON ON THOSE CHARGES I AM REFERRING TO. HE WAS HELD TWO
HUNDRED AND' FORTY DAYS BEFORE HE WENT TO TRIAL. I BRELIEVE
THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS IS ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY DIAYS.

HE WENT TO COURT WITHOUT AN ATTORNEYs AND HE WENT =+~ WHEN THE
POLICE ARRESTED HIMs AS I SAID FREVIOSLY» THEY SHOT HIM# HE

WAS SHOT» AND TAREN TO SGTH AND PINE.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS?: YOU MEAN HE WAS SHOT IN
THE HEAD?

A YES.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: HE WAS NOT TANEN TO THE

HOSPITAL» BUT TO S55TH AND FINET®
A, BEFORE THEY HAD TAKEN HIM TO THE HOSFITAILy

THEY HEAT HIM» THEY TOOK HIM TO S5TH AND FINE» AND BEAT HINM
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AND NICNED HIM IN THE FACE, GROIN. aALL THE AREAS OF HIS EBODY:
GUNS TO HIS HEADr AND MALE ALL ANINDS OF DEROGATORY REMARKS.,
AFTER THEY BEAT HIMs» HANUCUFFED HIM TO THE CHAIR: THEN THEY
TOOK HIM TO P.G+Hs HE WAS REATEN AGAIN RY THt FHILADELFHIA
FOLICE,» AND ALSO WE WANTEID' TO BRING THAT OUT AT THAT HEARING.
HE HAD SOME MONEY ON HIM WHEN HE WAS ARRESTEN. THE POLICE
TOOK THE MONEYs TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS»y AND GAVE HIM A HUNDRED
DOLLARSy AND SAID THIS IS WHAT HE COULD GET FROM WELFARE.
DETECTIVE MARVIN VITCOW -~ V-I-T~C-0-W I THINK IT IS.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? WHY DIDY YOU STATE THAT
DETECTIVE MARVIN VITCOW HAD TANEN THE MONEY®

A, I REMEMBER HIS NAME DISTINCTLY.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: YOU WERE TOLD' BY YOUR

SON HE HAD TANEN THE MONEY?
A RIGHT. THE SHOOTING» I WITNESSED IT

BECAUSE I WAS THERE WHEN HE GOT SHOTs BRECAUSE I GOT IN FRONT:
I BLOCKED THE POLICE BECAUSE HE WAS SHOT» ON THE GROUNDs AND
THEY WERE GOING TOQ SHOOT HIM ACAIN. I STOOD IN FRONT OF HIM

TO NEEFP THEM FROM NILLING HIM.
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: CONTINUES? SAY ANYTHING

ELSE THAT YOU REMEMBER.

A THERE IS# I JUST CAN’T GET Il TOGETHER
RIGHT NOW.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: TANE YOUR TIME., WHAT

CAUSED THE FOLICE TO APPROACH YOUR SON ORIGINALLY?
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A, THEY CAME 7O THE HOUSE TO ARREST HIM FOR A
RURGLARY THAT HE WAS BEING ASAEL ABOUTs AND WELL»> THIS IS
WHEN THEY SHOT HIM:s WHEN THEY CAME TO THE HOUSE TO ARREST
HIM. THEY SHOT HIM ON THE STREET BEFORE HE GOT IN THE HOUSE:
ON 61ST STREET IN ALGUST OF 1%70.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: WHAT FORTION OF HIS HEAD

WAS INJURED?

A HE WAS SHOT IN THE BACKN OF THE HEAD.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! SHOT IN THE BACKN OF THE
HEAD?

A, RIGHT.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: APFARENTLY AS HE WAS

FLEEING THE SCENE OR ATTEMPTING TOU ENTER THE HOME®
A, YES.
REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? HE WAS IN THE DIRECTION

OF HIS HOMEs YOUR HOMEs WHEN HE WAS SHOT IN THE RACN OF THE

HEAD?

A RIGHT.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? IS THERE ANYTHING
FURTHER?

A WHAT MORE DO I NEED TO SAYS WHAT MORE COULD

THEY DO TO HIM. THEY BEAT HIM# SHOT HIM AND THEY WANTED
EVIDENTLYs TO NILL HIMs» EBUT BY MY BLOCNING HIMy THEY DIDN‘T
SHOOT HIM ANY MORE. THEY WERE GOING TO FINISH HIM OFF WHEN I

GOT IN FRONT OF HIM. 1970.
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REPRESENTATIVE [UMAS! WHAT FORTION OF HIS HEAD

WAS INJURED?

a. HE WAS SHOT IN THE BACKN OF THE HEAL.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! SHOT IN THE BACN OF THE
HEAD®?

A RIGHT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS? AFPFARENTLY AS HE WAS

FLEEING THE SCENE OR ATTEMFTING TO ENTER THE HOME?
A YES.,
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! HE WAS IN THE DIRECTION

OF HIS HOME» YOUR HOME» WHEN HE WAS SHOT IN THE ERACK OF THE

HEAD?

A, RIGHT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! IS THERE ANYTHING
FURTHER?

A. WHAT MORE DO I NEED TO SAYS WHAT HMORE COULL

THEY DO TO HIM. THEY BEAT HIM7 SHOT HIM AND THEY WANTED
EVIDENTLYy TO KNILL HIM» BUT BY MY BLOCNING HIMs THEY LIDN‘T
SHOOT HIM ANY MORE. THEY WERE GOING TO FINISH HIM OFF WHEN I
GOT IN FRONT OF HIM.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! WHAT IS YOUR SON
SUPPOSEDY TO HAVE ROBEED?

A SOME DOCTOR.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: RID THE DOCTOR IDENTIFY

YOUR SON7
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A THEY DIDN‘T PUFf HIM IN A LINE-UF. THEY
SHOWED SOME FPICTURE TO SOME WOMAN» BY THE FPOLICE: AND THAT IS
WHAT THEY ARRESTED' HIM ONy TRUMFPEDR-UP CHARGES. THEY HAD NO
EVIDENCE WHEN THEY ARRESTED HIM.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! WHY DIIN‘T YOU HAVE AN
ATTORNEYy MKS. DOCKRINSs TO REPRESENT YOUR SON AT THAT TIME®

A WE HADR AN ATTORNEY TILL THE MONEY RaN OUT.
I TOLD YOU HE WAS HELD TWO HUNURED aND FORTY DAYS BEFORE IT

WAS BROUGHT TO COURT. BRY THENs WE HAD NO MONEY.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS? COULD YOU HAVE GOT LEGAL
COUNSEL?

A ALL THIS WENT ON WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMASS HOW ABOUT THE LEGAL AID
SOCIETY?

A HE DID; I COULD TELL YOU ALL THE DIFFERENT

SUITS HE HAS FILED TO GET TO THE COURT OF APFEAL. THFY WERE
DENIED'; HE WASN’T ALLOWED AN APFEAL RECAUSE THE JUDGE
APPOINTED MR. NEEDLEMAN TO BE HIS ATTORNEY FOR THE APFEALS»

BUT IT NEVER MATERIALIZED'} HE NEVER HAD AN ATTORNEY,
REPRESENTATIVE DMUMAS!: WHAT WAS THE SENTENCE-.

MRS, DOCKINS?
A, TWO CONSECUTIVE TERMSy TEN TO TWENTY,
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: TEN TO TWENTYs TWO
CONSECUTIVE TERMS®

A RIGHT.
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REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE
THAT YOU CAN REMEMEBER IN REFERENCE TO THIS INCIDENT: ANYTHING

LEADING UP TO IT?
A THE MAIN THING 1 WANTED TO BRING OUT IS HOW

HE WAS TREATEDs DETAINED TWENTY-FOUR HOURS WITHOUT FOOD OR
WATERr AND HE WASN’T ALLOWED TO GET IN TOUCH WITH ANYONE. I
BELIEVE THEY ARE SUPFOSED TO RE ALLOWED TO MAKE ONE FHONE
CALL: HE WASN’T ALLOWED TO DO THAT. HE WASN‘T ALLOWED TO

HAVE ANYTHING TO DRINK OR EAT.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! HOW OLD IS YOUR SON7

A. THIRTY-ONE YEARS OLD.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! THIRTY-ONE AT THE TIME®

A NOs HE WAS NOT. THIS HAPPENED SEVEN YEARS
AGD.

REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE:? EXCUSE MEs MK, CHAIRMAN.

WHEN DID THE INCIDENT TAKRE PLACE YOU ARE RELATING TO US?

A AUGUST 1970,

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE: UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES
DID IT HAPPEN? YOU STATED THAT YOUR SON WAS ON HIS WAY TO
YOUR HOME?

A RIGHT.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE:? WERE THE FOLICE
FOLLOWING HIM, OR WERE THEY GOING TO COME INTO YOUR HOME
LOONING FOR HIM®

A I WASN’T OUTSIDE AT THE TIME. HIS WIFE
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CAME? SHE SAIDs CHARLES IS OUT THEREs SHOT TG HIS HEAN. THIS

IS WHEN I WENT OUTSIDE.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? CHARLES LIVES NEAR YOU®
A HE IS IN PRISON.
REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE! AT THE TIME OF THE

INCIDENT, IIID HE LIVE NEAR YOUs OR WITH YOU», OR [ID HE HAVE

HIS OWN HOMET
REFRESENTATIVE LUMAS! WHAT HE IS ASKING IS5+

WHERE DIDI' CHARLES LIVE AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT?

A AT THE TIME HE LIVED WITH ME.
REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? HE LIVED WITH YOQU?

A YES.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE! CHARLES WAS ON HIS WAY

HOME WHEN HE WAS CONFRONTED BY THE FOLICE"
A. RIGHT.,

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE! DID YOU KNOWs AS YOU CAN
BEST RECOLLECTs WHETHER OR NOT ANY ALTERCATION OK
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN YOUR SON AND THE FOLICE TOON FLACE
PRIOR TO THE SHOOTING? DID THEY APFPROACH HIM OR ASK HIM TO
sSTOP?

A I WASN’T OUTSIDE, LIKNE I SAY., WHEN I WENT
OUTSIDEr HE WAS ALREADIY SHOT.

REPRESENFATIVE WHITE: DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO
ADDs MRS, EDWARDS?

HMRS. EDIWARDS! YES. MY CONCERN WITH THIS CASE
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TWO-FOLLI's NUMBER UNE, MRS, DOCKINS IS MY SISTER-IN~LAW,
NUMBRER TWOs A& LETTER CAME ANDRESSEN TO THE COMMUNITY
COALITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, IN CARE O ME FROM CHARLES
DOCKRINSy 59658 DRAWER, FROM TRENTON STATE FPRISON. Ht IS A
VERY INTELLIGENT YOUNG MaN, HE VIVIDLY DEFICTS WAl HAFFENETD
TO HIM FRIOR TO HIS ARREST: AT THL TIME OF HIS ARREST: AND
FIVE YEARS HERNCE.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? WOULL: YOU RELATE THAT TO
Us» FLEASE?

MRS EDWARDSS *IEAR MRS, EDWARDS:? I HAVL BHEEN
CONFINED SINCE SEFTEMRER 13y 1971, I HAVE BEEN TRIEDN AND
CONVICTED FOR EURGLARY, ASSAULT ANL RORBERY:. I WAS TRIED ANM
SENTENCED BY JUDGE EDNWARIN ROSENWAIDs WITHOUT AN ATTORNEY. MY
MOTHFR AN I HAVE EXHAUSTED EVERY FINANCIAL MEANS TO GAIN AN
ATTORNEY., SINCE THEN I HAVE REQUESTED A FOST CONVICTION
HEARING IN MY BEHALF. JULGE EDWARD ROSENWALLY WAS THE JUNGE
THAT HEARD THE CASE TWO HUNDRED AN FORIY DAYS LATEs WITHOUT
EVEN & COURT-AFFPOINTED Al1TORNEY. MY AFPEAL WAS DCNIEHR EBY
JULDGE ROSENWALI}» ANL & FURTHER APFEAI. HAS BREN LIRECTED TQ
THE SUFPERIOR COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA. [ HAVE BREEN IN FRISON
WITHOUT CONSULTATION RY ANY ATTORNEY FOR THE PAST THREE
YEARS., I HAVE MFT MANY DIFFERENT RESISTANCES W1TrH THE FENAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM» SIMFLY EBECAUSE THE JUMLE IS JEWISH, AND THE
ORIGINALLY AFFOINTEDN ATTORNEY WAS JEWISHs ANI I AM A MUSLIM.

I WaS NOT FLACED BEFORE A LINE~UF UFON MY ARREST. A FHOTO
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WAS GIVEN TO THE ACCUSED WHO STATED IT WAS ME. FURTHER
TESTIMONY DIISCLOSED THAT 1 WAS WEARING GLASSES. I RERUESTED
TO HAVE AN EYE D[DCTOR EXAMINE MY EYES. I HAVE NEVER WORN
GLASSES. I HAVE TWENTY-TWENTY VISION.

I HAVE EXHAUSTED EVERY CONCEIVARLE MEANS FOR
HELF. I URGE THAT YOU AND YOUR ORGANIZATION CALL THIS TO THE
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEYs ED RENDELL. I
FILED A CIVIL SUIT WITH A JAILHOUSE LAWYER. THE ARRESTING
DETECTIVES NOT ONLY SHOT ME IN THE HEADs WHIFFPED AND EEAT ME
AROUT THE FACE AND BODRYy EBUT SI10LE TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS THAT
WAS IN MY PRESENCE. THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A POSITIVE
IDENTIFICATION THAT I WAS THE ACLCUSEL.

PLEASE AT ONCE SPEAN TO THE DNISTRICT
ATTORNEY ABOUT HAVING THIS CASE DISMISSEDN BECAUSE THERE IS
ABSOLUTELY NO EVIDENCE FOR CONVICTION EXCEPT MY RELIGIOUS
FAITH.®

WELLs THAT IS THE FACTS THAT HE HAS
PRESENTED TO MEs AND I WOULD LIKE 70 CALL YDUR ATTENTION HE
HAS ASKED FOR A POST CONVICTION HEARING; THE DATE HAS NOT
BEEN SET. THIS IS THE TRANSCRIFT FROM THE ORIGINAL TRIAL.
HE HAD NEEDLEMANy AND HE DISCHARGED' NEEDLEMAN AND ASNED FOR A
NEW ATTORNEY. JUDGE ROSENWALD DIDN‘T AFFOINT AN ATTORNEYS
THEY WENT AHEAD WITH THE CASEF NO ATTORNEYr NO FOSITIVE
IRDENTIFICATIONs NEVER HAD A LINE-UF, AND THE FACT REMAINS,

THE LENGTH OF TIME RETWEEN HIS INCARCERATION AND THE TIME OF
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THE FIRST TRIAL WAS TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY DAYS.

REPRESENTATIVE [DUMAS: HE DI HAVE NEEDLEMAN:»
AEBRAHAM NEEDLEMAN?

MRS, EDWARDS: YES.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! HE WAS A PAID ATTORNEY»
NOT APPOINTED RY THE COURT?

MRS. EDWARDS? FAID AT THE TIME AND THE FAMILY
RAN OUT OF MONEY., IN OTHER WORDSs WHATEVER EXCESSIVE FEE HF
HaDs THEY COULDN’T COMPETE. HE RERULSTEDRD A COURT-APPOINTED
ATTORNEY. THE HEARING WENT ON WITHOUT AN ATTORNEY.

REFRESENFA]IIVE [IUMAS! THANK YOU» MKS. EDWARDS
FOR SHEDDING SOME MORE LIGHT ON THE CASE., REPRESENTATIVE

WHITE?
REPRESENTATIVE WHITE: I WILL YIELD TO

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARIISON.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSOM?

Q. MRS, DOCKINSy I WANTED TG GET INTO THE FACT
THAT THE TIME FERIOD WAS -- IN WHAT PART OF THE CITY DID THIS

OCCURs IN AUGUST OF 19707
B 61ST AND ARCHs RETWEEN ARCH AND RACE.

Q. ARCH AND RACE®

A RIGHT,

Q. THAT IS IN WHAT FOLICE DISTRICT?
A I DON’T NNOUW.

Q. THE NINETEENTH, I RELIEVE®
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A RIGHT.
MRS. EDVARDSS IT OCCURRED IN THE NINETEENTH»

BUT THE ARREST WAS AT IN THE EIGHTEENTHs WHICH IS 5S5TH aND
PINE.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS!S THE CHAIR RECOGNIZES
THAT THAT WAS ESTHER EDWARDS THAT SFOKE.

REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

Q. WHAT I WANT TO GET 70 IS THE FACT THAT THE
FOLICE WHO CAME ON THE SCENEs AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT»
HOW DID THEY GET TO &61ST AND ARCH STREET AT THAT FOINT? WERE
THEY AT THE HOUSE ALREADY» WAITING FOR HIM?

A, THEY MUST HAVE BEEN.

Q. YOU DIDN’T ANOW THAT; YOU WERE INSIDEF YOU
COUt.D NOT ESTABLISH THATs BUT YOU NNOW THEY WERE THERE®?

A. I WASN’T OUTSIDE UNTIL AFTER HE WAS SHOT.

Q. DID YOU HEAR A NOISE OUTSIDE?
A HE WAS ON THE GROUND. THE FOLICEMAN WAS

TRYING TQO SHOOT HIM. THIS IS WHEN I ERLOCKEDL HIM.

Q. IS THAT WHEN YOU WENT OUISIDE?
A YES.
Q. HOW DID YOU ANOW -~

A HIS WIFE CAME IN AND GOT Mbs» RAN IN THE
HOUSE ANI' TOLD ME THEY HAD SHOT HIM.
Q. WHERE WAS HE WHEN YDU WENT QUTSIDE?

A ON THE GROUND.
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Q. RACN OR FRONT» WAS HE LYING ON HIS STOMACH
OR HIS RACN» IF YOU REMEMBER?

Ay I THINK HE WAS LYING —-— HE WASN’'T ALL THE
WAY DOWNs, HIS FACE WASN‘T ALL THE WAY L[HOWN,

?. I WANT TO KNOW HOW DID YOU BLOCAN HIM -~ DID
YOU THROW YOURSELF OVER HIM?

A I GOT IN FRONT OF HIM,.

Q. YOU STOOD IN FRONT OF HIM®

A YES.,

Q. WHAT DID THE FOLICE OFFICER SAY TO YQU<@

A I SAIDy DON‘T SHOOT HIM? HE HAD' AILREADY SHOT
-= DON’T SHOOT HIM NO MORE. HE SAID, YOU HAVE TO GET OUT OF
THE WAY. 1 SAIDy THIS IS MY CHILD., YOU WILL HAVE TO KRILL ME

FIRST.
Q. WHAT WAS THE RESFONSE AFTER THAT?

A WELL: THE FOLICE HAD COME. THIS WAS
DETECTIVESS THEY WERE IN PLAIN CLOTHES.

Q. PLAIN CLOTHES -- DETECTIVES FIRST?

A THEN THE FPOLICE CAMEs WITH THE RIOT GUNS,
THOSE GUNS. IT WAS THREE OF THEM» AND ME AND TWO QOTHER
SISTERS OUT THERE. WE JUMPED' IN FRONT OF THOSE GUNS: TO KEEF
THEM FROM USING THEM,

Q. ALL THE TIME YDUR SON IS LYING ON THE
GROUNIly YOU INDICATED TO US?

A RIGHT.
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Q. HOW MUCH TIME HAD ELAFSED?

A ONLY A FEW MINUTES WHEN THIS HAFFPENED. THEY
CAMEs ME AND THE SISTERS WERE STANDING IN FRONT OF THE FOLICE
GUNS. THEN THEY THREW HIM IN THE FOLICE WAGON: ANL TOOK HIM
-— I DON‘T KNOW WHERE THEY TOOK HIM.

Q. YOU FOUND OUT LATER ON HE WAS A1 55TH AND
FPINE?

A RIGHT.

Q. AND HE WAS ON THE GROUND UN(IL THE TIME HE
LEFT AND WENT TO THE DISTRICT. WAS HE TAKREN TO THE HOSFITAL
REFORE HE GOT TO S5STH AND PINE OR AFTERWARDS?

A NOs HE WAS NOT. THEY PUT HIM IN THE FOLICE
WAGOM. AT FIRST THEY TOOK HIM TO &41ST. AT SSTH AND PINE
THEY EBEAT HIM THERE AND SHACKLED HIM TO A CHAIR» AND BEAT HIM
AND KICKED HIM: AND FUT GUNS TO HIS HEAD» AND MADE ALL NINIDS
OF DERQGATORY REMARKS: ANU AFTER ALL THIS THEY TOON HIM TO
F«.GsHs TO HAVE THE DOCTOR DO SOMETHING TO HIM THERE. THEN
THEY EBEROUGHT HIM BACN TO THE POLICE STATIONs AND EBEAT HIM

AGAIN.
Q. DID YOU EVER GET A MEDICAL EXAMINATION

REFORT OF WHAT WAS WRONG WITH YOUR SON? FOR INSTANCEr TRAT
BULLET THAT SHOT YOUR SONs WAS IT LODGED' IN HIS HEAD OR
GRAZED THE HEaD?

A, NO» I LDNIID NOT.

Q. TO THIS DAY, DO YOU ANOW WHETHER OR NOT A
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BULLET IS LODGED INSIDE YOUR SON’S HtAN: DO YOU KNOW WHETHER
DR NOT THE INVESTIGATION WAS EVER DONE ON THAT?

A I DON’T KNNOW. I LON‘T ANOW THAT.

REFRESENTATIVE IDIUMAS! ANY FURTHER QUESTIONSy
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON®

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:

Q. IF YOU LOON BACN OVER THAT PERIOD OF TIME»
WHEN THIS HAFFENED AT 61ST ANDI' ARCHy TILL NOWs THE MONEY THAT
HE HAD ON HIM --

A YES.,

Q. ~— AND DETECTIVE VITCOW WAS THERE» WAS THERE
EVER ANY INVESTIGATION DNONE ON HIS PROPERTY THAT Ht HAD ON
HIS FERSONT?

A WELLs HE HAD A SUIT IN AGAINST THE FOLICE»
BUT THEY HAVEN’T ANSWERED IT,

Q. THEY HAVEN’'T ANSWERED I1 RECAUSE THE D1HER
CASE HAD NOT BEEN RESOLVEDs AND YOU ARE STILL APFEALING THAT
CASE?

A. I THINKN THEY ARE DELAYING FOR ANY REASONS THEY
CAN FIND, THEY DON‘T WANT HIM TO EBRING IT TO COURT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! YOUR SON’'S CASE, WHERE HE
HAS BEEN CONVICTED ON TWO COUNTS OF TEN TO TWENTY, ON TWO
COUNTSs IS IT UNDER AFFEAL NOW®

A I THINN SO,

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: IS THAT APPEAL REFORE
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THE SUPERIOR COURT?

A I THINN S0.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! CONTINUE YOUR
QUESTIONING.

MRS, EDWARDS: EEFORE THE SUFPERIOR COURT. WHEN
THEY CAME TO ARREST HIMs THEY CAME WITHOUT A WARRANT. WELL»
THEY TOON HIM TO THE POLICE STATIONs ANL THEY STATEDR THAT THE
CHARGE WAS HOMICIDE. IT WAS LATER CHANGED TO RURGLARY AND
ROREBERY .

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAG! WHEN YOU SAY LATER --
COME UP HERE:» FLEASEs MRS. EDWARDS.

MRS. EDWARDS? THESE ARE NOTES FROM TESTIMONY
FROM NEEDLEMANF WHEN THE DEFENDANT WAS ARRESY» HE WAS CHARGED
WITH HOMICILE.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: HOMICIDE?

MRS, EDWARDS: IT WAS CHANGED AFTER EXTENSIVE
INTERROGATION AND EEATING.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: GO AHEAD.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON?

Q. WAS THE CORPSE FOUND IN THE HOMICIDE®

A I DON’T KRNOW ANYTHING ABOUT I7.

Q. DO YOU NNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THIS ALLEGED

MURDIER?
A, NO.,

Q. IT IS QUITE ORVIOUS THAT THE CITY DIDN‘T
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KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT IT EITHER.
A. NO.
a. WHERE DID' YOU LOON FOR REDIIRESS AFTER THIS,

WHERE DID YOU LOOK FOR SOME TYPE OF RELIEF, WHERE DID YOU GO
IN TERMS OF HAVING -- IN THE CITY OF PHILARELFHIA, NOTING
THAT THIS SITUATION HAD QOCCURRED, WHERE DID YOU GO TO GET
SOME HELF?

a. WeELLs I HAVEN’T REALLYS MY SON D1D MOST OF
IT. THE SUIT HE HAS FILED AGAINST THE FOLICE WAS ONE OF THE
THINGS HE DID. WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO DO ALL THESE THINGS -~
WITH ALL OF THIS, I HAVE REEN 50 BOGGELD LOWNs JUST TO KEEP MY
SANITY --

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! IT PLAYED A GREAT DEAL
IN MENTAL ANGUISH?

A. YES. MY NERVES ARE A WRECK.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? HAVE YQU BEEN FIGHTING
FOR EIGHT YEARS?

A YES.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:

Q. YOU HAVE NOT GOTTEN REDRESS YET» TRYING TO
FIND OUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED®?

A NONE WHATSOEVER. I NNOW THEY DIION‘T FAY US
ANY ATTENTION -- MINORITIES» BLACKN OK WHAT HAVE YOUs WHATEVER
YOU WANT 70 CALL US. TO THEM WE ARE JUST A BUNCH OF

ANIMALS.
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Q. WOULLDr YOU SAY THAT IS THE KIND OF ATTITUDE
THAT FERSISTS HERE IN THIS CITY?

A YESs I WOULD SAY YES INDEED.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS!S I BELIEVE MRS. EDWARDS
HAS SOMETHING TO SAY ON THE RUESTION YOU ARE GETTING TO.

MRS. EDIWARDS! I SHOULDN’T HAVE LEFT THE TARLE.
IT IS SIGNIFICANT TO NOTE THAT ARRHAM NEEDLEMAN REPRESENTELD
HIMs BRELIEVED IN THE MAN, BELIEVEDIl IN THE CASE AND BELIEVED
IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM» TILL THE MONEY RAN QUT. THOUSANNS AND
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS HAD EEEN PAIR TO ABRAHAM NEEDLEMAN.
THIS SON WROTE TO HIS MOTHER AND TO ME AND ASKEID' US NOT TO
GIVE ANOCTHER ATTORNEY & DOLLAR, NOT ONE DOLLAR. MR,
NEEDLEMAN HAD THIS WOMAN BORROW MONEY. SHE FAID HIM AS OFTEN
AS SHE COULLD POSSIELY SCRAFE UP THE MONEY AND EARN IT. HE
WOULD RATHER REMAIN IN PRISON THAN PAY ANOTHER ATTORNEY. MR.
NEELDLEMAN WAS RESFONSIEBLE FOR THOSE NOTES OF TESTIMONY. HF
WAS RESFONSIBLE FOR HAVING THIS IN HIS FOSSESSION.

THE JAILHOUSE LAWYER FILED A NEW FETITION.

HE HAS SOUGHTHELF THROUGH STATE REPRESENTATIVESs THROUGH THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM THROUGH FILCOP, THROUGH O1HER
AGENCIESs AND FINALLY DIRECTEDI THIS MATERIAL AND THIS LETTER
TO ME.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! CONTINUE,» FLEASE.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!

. REMEMRERING THAT» IT IS CLEAR THAT YOU WOULD
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SAY TO THIS COMMITTEEs YOU WENT TO WHAT YOU FELT WAS THE
FROPER LEGAL RESOURCES THROUGH A LAWYER» AND YOU WERE RIFPED
OFF BY THAT SYSTEW?

A THAT IS TRUE,

Q. DID YOU EVER FILE A COMPLAINT AGAINST
NEEDLEMAN®

A NOs I HAVEN‘T. ONE THING 1 FAILED TO TELL
YOUs AT THE TIME HF WAS ARRFSTEID'» THE FOLICE TRIEI' TO ARREST
MEs TOO. AND I COULDN’T EVEN GO TO MY SON’S TRIAL. I WAS
SCARED THEY WOULI' ARREST MEs AND I HAD TO GO AND LEAVE MY
HOME» BECAUSE OF HARASSMENT FROM THE FOLICE DEFARTMENT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMaS! WOULD YOU EXFLAIN TO THE
FANEL» WHEN YOU SAY THE FOLICE TRIED TO ARREST YOU» TOO?

A. THEY CAME TO MY HOUSE» AND TRIED TO ARREST
ME BREFORE THIS HAPFENEID» AND GOT IN TOUCH WITH AN ATTORNEY --
I DIDN'T, BUT SOMEONE ELSE DID AND -~ MAY THE WITNESS

REFRESENTATIVE DUMASI WHAT FREVENTED THEM FROM
ARRESTING YOU?

A. HE. DIDs HE TOLD THEM» THEY DIDN‘T DO IT.
AFTER I SEEN WHAT THEY DID TO MY SONy I WASN’T GOING NO
PLACE: RIGHT IN THEIR ARMS. I MOVED FROM FLACE TO FLACE. 1
COULDN’T STAY HOME. I WAS SCARED.,

REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: HOW MUCH MONEY DID
YOU PAY?

A, ABRAHAM NEEDLEMANT?
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REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON!? YES,

A. 1 CAN’T REMEMEER NOW., 1HREE THOUSAND DOLLARS.
I THINK.

MRS. EDIWARLS: OQVER THKEE THOUSANT DOLLARS.

REFRESENFATMIVE RICHARDSON? THE REASON I AM
ASKING YOU IS RECAUSE MY NEXT QUESTION ISs IN FOLLOWING UF»
HAS SHE GONE TO THE. BAR ASSOCIATION TO REGISTER A CLAIM
AGAINST WHAT NEEDLEMAN HAS DONE?

A I DIDN'T KRNOW I COULD ) THAT. I THOUGHT
AROUT DOING IT.

REFRESENTATIVE LDUMAS!? 183 YOU HAVE RECEIFTS FOR
THE HMONEY YOU FAIL ABRAHAM NEELLEMANT

A, I FOUND A COUI'LE: 1 HAVE A FEW. I COULD
LOOKN AROUNI:.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSUN? AEROUT THOSE AINLS
OF THINGS» SAYING WE DON‘T HAVE RECEIFTS» ANl AGALNS
RECOGNIZING THOSE THINGS HaALD HAFFENEID'r LN 1978 Hif HAS EEEN TO
COURT AND BEEN TRIED. WAS ANYIHING EVER DONE AROUT THE
SHOOTING OF YOUR SON? WAS THIS EVER ERROUGHT Uf OR DISCUSSETD
AT ANY TRIAL Ok THE OFFICER CHARGELD' WITH ANYTHING ON THE OFFICERS?

A WELLs I REALLY DON‘T ANOW. SEEs WHEN HE
WAS ARRESTEID'» THAT NIGHI HF TOLD US RY US REING OUTl THLURE IN
FRONT OF THE GUNS, THESE CHARGES WEREF AGALNST HIM INSTEAL' OF
Us., I DON‘T ANOW WHAT ELSE ~-

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! 1HE MOST IMPORTANT
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THING I AM TRYING TO GET TO RELEVANT TO THE BEATING ANLU
SHOOTING OF THE POLICE. THAT HAS NEVER EVER COME UP?

A NOTHING. WE NEVER DID ANYTHING BECAUSE WE
FIGURED THEY WOULDN’T DO ANYTHING. WE ANOW THE FOLICE DO AS

THEY FLEASE. WHY TRY TO DO ANYTHING.
MRS. EDWARDS? HE FILED HIS CIVIL COMPLAINT:

HIS CIVIL SUIT WAS FILED JUST ONE YEAR AGO» AFTER HE GOT TO
TRENTON STATE. HE FOUND HE HAD HELP WITHIN THE INSTITUTION:
HELP FROM THE JAILHOUSE LAWYERs FROM THE SOCIAL WORKERS.
THAT IS WHEN HE FILED A CIVIL SUIT. NEVER WHILE IN
HUNTINGDON EVER TRIED TO GET ANY JUSTICE FROM THE CRIMINAL

COURT SYSTEM HERE.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS] HE IS IN TRENTON?
A HE HAS FINALLY ENUED UP IN TRENTON.
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! HE. COMMITTED A CRIME IN

FENNSYLVANIA AND' HE ENDED' UP IN TRENTON?
A HE TRANFERRELD' TO TRENTON:. SO MUCH HAFPPENED
IN HUNTINGDON? HE HAD GOT BEAT UP IN HUNTINGION. WE HAD HIM

TRANSFERRED TO NEW JERSEY.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! I CAN TESTIFY TO

THAT? I HAVE FERSONAL NNOWLEDGE AROUT HIM BEING TRANSFERFD TO
NEW JERSEY RECAUSE OF THE PROBLEMS IN PENNSYLVANIA. IT WAS
NOT FELT THAT THE GENTLEMAN WOULLD EE SAFE IN ANY INSTITUTION
IN PENNSYLVANIA. IF HE WAS IN A NEW SYSTEM IN NEW JERSEY: HE

MIGHT HAVE ERETTER RFLIEF.
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A NO FROBLEMS OVER THERE.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? JUST TO SHOM YOu
HOW THE PROBLEM IS, FROM THE FPOLICE TO THE COURTS TO THE
JAILSy IT SEEMS TO BE A KIND OF CONSFIRACY. I WAS NOTIFIED

BY MRS. DOCKNINS AND HELFED TO ASSIST HIM IN GETTING

TRANSFERRED,
REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? THaNK YOU.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: NO FURTHER

RUESTIONS. I WOULD SAYs» MR. CHAIRMANs THE MATTER HAS EBEEN
BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION HERE THIS EVENINGs BY MRS. DOCKRINS.
IT IS JUST ANOTHER OCCASION THAT THERE HAS TO EE SOME REDRESS
CONCERNING THIS PROBLEM. I WOULDN HOPE THIS COMMITTEE WOULD
NOT TAKNE IT LIGHTLY.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMASH THAT IS OUR FURPOSE FOR
BEING HERE TO HEAR MATTERS SUCH AS THIS, SUCH AS MKS.,
DOCNINSs AND WE ARE GOING TO FPRESS FOR LEGISLATION THAT IS

GOING TO ALLEVIATE SUCH INJUSTIEES.,
REPRESENTATIVE WHITE. WOULD YOU LINE TO SAY

SOMETHING?

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!?

Q. JUST TWO QUESTIONS. #MRS. DOCKINS, DID YOUR
SON HAVE A FRIOR ARREST RECORD?

A YES.,

Q. WHAT WERE THOSE CHARGES?

A, HIS FRIOR RECORD -- LET ME SEE.
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REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? IF YOU DON’T REMEMBER?
SAY IT.

A I DON'T REMEMBER. IT IS SO LONG AGO.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!

Q. DID YOU EVER IDENTIFY THE OFFICERS THAT UWERE
INVOLVED?

A NO.,

Q. INVOLVED IN THE SHOOTINGT®

A, NO.

a. WHY NOT?

A, WELLs LIKE I TOLD YOU» A1 THE TIME WE HAD NO
CONFIDENCE IN THEM FAYING US ANY ATTENTION. WE FIGUREI' THEY
DO WHAT THEY WANT: THE FOLICE DIOES AS THEY PLEASE.

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHO THE FOLICE OFFICER WAS WHO
SHOT YOUR SON7?

A YES.,

MRS. EDWARDS: HE CAN IDENTIFY THE FOLICE
OFFICERs HE DOCUMENTS EVERYTHING THAT HAFFENS.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!? WHERE DID' YOUR SON FILE
THAT CIVIL COMPLAINT?

A WITH THE COMMONWEALTH OF FENNSYLVANIA.

MRS, EDWARDS: INDICTHENS MUMRER 285, 286.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!: DO YOU NNOW WHAT COURT

THAT IS7
MRE. EDWARIDS? COURT OF COMMON FLEAS CIVIL
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SUIT. THE ,COURT HAS APPOINTED AN ATTORNEY, LFE MANDELL,» ON
THE EIGHTH FLOOR OF THE RORINSON BUILLIING, HE HAS PETITIONED
FOR THE MAN’S RELEASE.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? IS THERE ANY OTHER
QUESTIONS OF THE FANEL FOR MRS. DOCKRING?

(NO RESFONSE.)

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!: WE CERTAINLY WANT TO
THANK YOU FOR COMING TODAY AND FOR YOUR TESTIMONYs AND WE
WANT TO THANN MRS, EDWARDS FOR SHEDDING SOME LIGHT ON THIS
AND FOR WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY.

A I HOFE SOMETHING WILL COME OF IT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! THIS COMMITTEE IS HERE
FOR THE PURFPOSE OF TRYING TO GET ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO ENCOURAGE
OUR COLLEAGUES BACK IN HARRISEURG TO GET SOME ANIND OF RILL
FASSED'y SOME TYFE OF EBODY THAT CAN CONTROL THE ACTIONS THAT
HAVE BEEN ALLEGED! AGAINST THE FOLICE, AND I WANT TO THANN YOU
AGAIN.,

A THANN YOU.

(WITNESS EXCUSED.)
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? OUR NEXT WITNESS IS

JESSE FITZGERALD. MR, FITZGERALLDs WILL YOU COME UFP AND TANE
A SEAT?

MR. FITZGERALD» DO YOU HAVE SUBFOENA IN
YOUR FOSSESSIONT?

MR. FITZGERALLD: YESs I DO.
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REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: YOU 0 HAVE A SUBPOENA
IN YOUR FOSSESSIONT

MR. FITZGERALI': YES.,

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? I WOULD LIKE TO SWEAR
YOU IN AT THIS TINE.

JESSE FITZGERALID'y SWORN.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: MR, FITZGERALLy I WANT
TO ADVISE YOU THAT YOU ARE UNDER OATH» AND ANYTHING THAT YOU
SAY MAY BE HELD AGAINST YOU FOR FERJURY IF IT IS NOT THE
TRUTH,

A I NNOW.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! WOULD YOU GIVE YOUR NAME
AND WHAT YOUR TESTIMONY IS ARBOUT AFTER THAT.

A, I AM JESSE FITZGERALID'y AT S52 WEST
HUNTINGDON STREET. IN AUGUST OF 19465 I WAS BEATEN BY POLICE
OFFICERS IN THE 26TH DISTRICT.,

REPRESENTATIVE IWUMAS! 26TH DISTRICTSF WHAT
GEOGRAFHICAL LOCATION IS THATs MR. FITZGERALD?

A I WAS LIVING AT 1406 NORTH FRANKLIN AT THE
TINE.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS:? THE FOLICE STATION THAT
YOU ARE TALMING AROUT.

A. GIRARD AND MONTGOMERY.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? CONTINUE .,
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A I WAS - I AM A WINDOW CLEANER, I HAD BEEN
WORNING THAT DAY. I HAD TO EE TO WORK AT FIVE O‘CLOCN AT
THAT TIME. I HAD' BEEN OFF AT ONE 0’CLOCN. I COMFE HOME FROM
WORK3S MY WIFE WANTED TO GO TO THE BEAUTY PARLOR. I TOON HER
THERE. 1 HAD A THREE- YEAR OLD BABY AT THE TIME. 1 HAD
BROUGHT A LITTLE GERMAN SHEFHERD I'OG. THERE WAS A GROCERY
STORE ACRDSS THE STREET» A PUERTO RICAN WOMAN THAT RUNS THE
GROCERY STORE. THEY HAD A GREAT DANEs AND HER ANII I WAS
TALNING ARDUT DOGS. WE HAD BEEN STANDING THERE TALNING FOR
AN HOURs TALKRING. AT THE TIME ANOTHER COLORED FELLOW CAME
OUT IN THE STREET: AND HE RAN AND FULLED OUTl A LITTLE FEN
RNIFE. I HAD MY BACA TURNED» AND I WAS LOONING SOUTH ON
FRANKLIN STREET, AND THE POLICE WAS COMING DOWN FRANKLIN
STREET. SHE BEGGED FOR THE FPOLICE. THEY FULLED OVER TO THE
CURE AND SAW WHO SHE WAS CALLING» AND THEY WALNED INBETWEEN
THE MAN AND ME. THEY PUSHED ME ONE WAY AND THE MAN THE OIHER
WAY AND TOLD ME AND THE MAN TO GET IN THE CAR. I SAIDs GET
IN THE CAR FOR WHAT. I MHAVEN’T DONE ANYTHING. I AM NOT
GETTING IN THE CAR. SHE WAS TRYING TO TELL THE FOLICE NOT TO
BOTHER ME» THAT SHE DIDN‘T CALL THEM FOR ME» RUT FOR THE
OTHER MAN. THE OTHER OFFICER GOT OUT OF THE CARs COME Ur IN
BACN OF ME -- T DON’T KNOW WHAT HE HADR IN HIS HAND. THE
WITNESSES SAID THEY FUT A ROFE AROUNU MY NECN, AND CHOKED ME
INTO THE FRONT SEAT OF THE CAR,

I HAD AN ELEVEN-YEAR OLI' SONs -— A NINE-YEAK
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OLD SON AT THE TIME, AND THE DAUGHFER, AND THE NINE-YEAR OLD
SON WAS GRABEBING ME AROUND THE WAISTy ANL WHEN THEY CHOWRED ME
INTO THE CARs HE FELL ON TOP OF MEs ANL THEY HIT HIM ON THE
HEAD WITH THE RLACKJACKN: AND THROWED HIM OUT OF THE CAR. 1
STOPPED AND LAY STILLs, AND THEY HANDCUFFED MY HANDS REHIND
ME »

AFTER THEY HANDCUFFED ME, I GUT UFP MYSELF IN
THE CARy THEY CALLED FOR ANOTHER WAGON AT THAT TIME. ANOTHER
WAGON AND POLICE CAR CAME UP. THEY WENT ACROSS THE STREET
AND TALKED TO THEMs, COME BACK TO THE CARs AND FULLED ME ON
THE HANDCUFFS, AND IIRUG ME ACROSS THE STREET TO THE WAGON AND
PICKRED ME UP AND THREW ME IN THE WAGONs ANL CLOSED THE DOOR.
I WAS SITTING IN THE WAGONs» AND THEY WENT AND TALNED TO THE
OTHER POLICE OFFJICERS.

ALL OF THEM PULLED -- I WAS IN A STATE FOR A
WHILE. AFTER A WHILE, THEY FULLED OFFs THEY TOOK ME TO THE
26TH DISTRICTy RIGHT THROUGH THE ALLEY FPART., THEN WHEN THEY
OFENED THE DOORs THEY TOLD ME TO GET OUT. I STEFFED ON THL
FIRST STEF: AND THE DRIVER HIT ME IN THE SIDE. HE WAS GOING
TO TEACH ME SOME MANNERS. I SAID, SOME MANNERS FOR WHAT.
ALL THE REST OF THEMs THEY HAD A LINE ON EACH SIDE OF THE
WAGON INFQ THE FOLICE STATION. AS 1 WAS WALKING EACH ONE OF
THEM HIT ME. IF I RUN INTO THE STATION, I THOUGHTs THEY
WON’T HIT ME. ALL OF THEM WAS BEATING ME, I THOUGHT GOING

THROUGH THE DOOR WAS GOING TO S10P THE FOLICE FROM BEATING
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ME .
WHEN I SLUMFED» TWO OFFICERS GRABEED ME

UNDER THE ARMS: AND DRUG ME UP TO THE DESK. HE SAIDs, GET HIM
OUT OF HERE» I DON‘T CARE WHAT YOU DO TO HIM. THEY TOON ME
BACK TO THE WAGONs AND TOOK ME TO ST, LUKE’S HOSFITAL AT
EIGHTH AND GIRARD., I ONLY LIVE ONE ELOCKN FROM THERE. WHEN
THEY TOOK ME THERE» MY KRID HAD WENT DOWN TO WHERE MY WIFE
WORKS. THEY WENT TO THE FOLICE STATION# THEY SAIDs THEY
DIDN’T ANOW NO JESSE FITZGERALD. SHE SAW THEM CLEANING UP
THE ELOOD AND STUFF.

THEY TOON ME TO ST. LUKE’S. I WAS SITTING
IN THE CHAIR: AND HE CALLED FOR A DOCTORs AN} A CHINESE LADY
DOCTORs SHE EXAMINED ME AND TOLD ME MY EYE WAS OUT. AT THAT
TIME I STOOD UP TO HOLLER -- NOTHING SHE COULD DO FOR ME. I
ACTUALLY ASNED, COULDIr T GO TC WILLS EYE. THE FOLICE SAID TO
SHUT UP» I DON’'T HAVE NOTHING TO SAY. SHt TOLD THE FOLICE
NOT TO SAY SOMETHING TO ME. THEY SENM ME RIGHT DOWN -- ABOUT
THAT TIME A WHOLE LOT OF PEOPLE WAS CROWDING AROUND. THEY
TOOK ME TO FP.G.H. WHEN I GOT THERE: THE DOCTOR EXAMINEL MF
AND STICHEDR MY EYE -- STICHES., THEN THEY TOOK ME UP AND PUT
ME IN A JAIL IN THE HOSFITAL. S0, I STAYED THERE FOR SEVEN
DAYSs AND THEY DIDN’T GIVE ME AN ASFIRIN OR DO NOTHING FOR
ME.

MY WIFE WAS GOING FROM DISTRICT TO DISTRICT
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REPRESENTATIVE WHITE? THEY NEVER NOTIFIED YOUR
FAMILY?

A NO» THEY DBIDN‘T EVEN NNOW MY NaME. THEY
GOT MY NAME WHEN I GAVE IT TO THE DOCTOR. AFTER THEY BEAT
MEs I WOULDN'T --

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: WERE YOU CONSCIOUS
THROUGHOUT ALL THIS?

A YES:» THEY NEVER KNOCKRELD ME OUT. THEY PUT
ME IN A JAIL» ANDI' THEY KEFT ME THERE SEVEN DAYS, AT THE
TIMEs CECIL MOORE -— AND THEY WAS FPICAETING GIRARD COLLEGE
THERE -- S50 MY WIFE: AFTER SHE COULIN‘T FINL ME, TOLD CECIL
MOORE’S OFFICE. CECIL MOORE WAS IN THE CITY AT THE TIME, ANU
OSCAR GASKINS WAS HIS ASSISTANT. S0 Ht CALLELD AND GOT IN
TOUCH WITH CECIL MOORE» AND HE COME UPs AND THEY WOULDN’T LET
MY WIFE SEE ME. HE MADE THEM BRING ME OUT FROM THE JAIL.,
SITTING IN THE CHAIR. HE TALKRED TO THEM. I WAS A MEMBER OF
THE NAACF: A TWO-DOLLAR MEMBER. I DIDN’T HAVE ANY MONEY.
THEN HE TALNED TO Mts» AND HE ARRANGED FOR A HEARING TO RE AT
TWO O0‘CLOCK THE NEXT DAY, AND HE TOLD ME HE WAS GOING TO GET
SOMETHING RESOLVED. THEN THEY TOOM ANL OPERATED ON ME THE
NEXT MORNING, LIKE FROM EIGHT O“CLOCN TO SIX AT NIGHT, ON MY
EYE, NOSE AND JAU,.

THEN THE NEXT MORNINGs AT TUWO O‘CLOCA, WE

WERE SUFFOSED TO HAVE THE HEARING. THEY COME AT ELEVEN
0/CLOCKy PUSHED MY BED INTO A ROOM» ANDI' HAD MY HEARING. THEN
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THEY ASKNED DD I HAVE AN ATTORNEY. SO WHEN CECIL MOORE --
THEY HAD TRIED TO GET HIM -- HE ASKED ME FOR THE FAFER -~ HE
FILED A HABEAS CORPUS. THEY GAVE ME A NEW TRIAL AT CITY
HALL., JUBRGE GREENBERG, HE WAS THE JURIST: AND WE WENT THERE,
THAT IS FOURTEEN DAYS OR SO0s HAD THE TRIAL AN HE HAD ORDERS
FROM HIGHER AUTHORITIES TO MARE NO RULING ON THIS CASEs LET
THE ERAND JURY INLICT ME» AND THE GRAND JURY THEY INDICTED
ME. WE WENT TO COURT. TWO YEARS LATER» 1967y THEY HEARD MY
CASE. I WAS ACRUITTEDs AND THEY HAD ME CHARGED WITH SEVEN
DIFFERENT COUNTS. I WAS ACQUITTED ON ALL SEVEN. CECIL MOORE
FILED SUIT FOR ONE MILLION DOLLARS., SINCE THAT TIMEs, AFTER
HE FILED SUITs, HE GAVE MY CASE TO DIASHIELL. DASHIELL HAD IT
FOR ABROUT TWO YEARS.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS? DASHIELL HAD THE CASE
FOR TWO YEARS?

A THEY OFFERED ME SIX THODUSAND DOLLARS. THEN
HE GOT A JOEy I THINKy IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEEr ASSISTANT [.A.
OR D.A. THEN HE LEFT AND GAVE THE CASE BACK TO CECIL MOORE.
SINCE THAT TIME I HAVEN‘'T HEARD ANYTHING.

THE GIRL I WAS TALKING TOs THEY MADE HER

MOVE, MOVE TO JERSEY» GOING OVER AND BRINGING HER BACK AND
FORTH TO WORK EVERY DAYy TRYING TO SAY I WAS TRYING TO MOLEST
HER .

REPRESENTATIVE [OUMAS!? WHO IS SHE?

A I FORGET THE NAME. THE F.B.J. HAD TO COME
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AND GO FIND HER. THEY WOULIWN’T FPRODUCE HER. THEY TRIED TO
HARE HER -- RUT CECIL MOORE WOULDN‘T TARE IT THAT WAY. SHE
SAID I HAD BEEN LIVING THERE LIKE SEVEN YEARS OR S0s ANU THEY
HAD BEEN LIVING THERE FIVE YEARSs AND WE WERE GOOD NEIGHBORS:
ANDI FRIENDSy AND SHE WASN’T GOING TO SAY WHAT THEY WANTEN HER
TO SAY,

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS:? YOU WERE EXONERATELD OF
YOUR CHARGES?

A YES.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN
REMEMRER PRECEDING THE INCIDENT; AFTER THE INCIDENT?

A A WHITE WITNESSs SHE LIVELD ONE DOOR FROM
ME, THEY THREATENED HER IN THE COURTROOM, CALLED HER
NIGGER-LOVERs ASKED IF I WAS GOING WITH HER ANL ALL.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! FROM THE FHILANELFHIA
POLICE OFFICERS?

A, RIGHT. I THINKN SHE SINCE THEN -~ IT’S BEEN
TWELVE YEARS. I DON’T NNOW WHERE SHE IS.

I MOVED FROM DOUN THERE 7O 552 WEST

HUNTINGDON, I HAD BEEN LAYING ON THE CHAIR. HE HAD COME
THERE WITH A WARRANT AND TOOK ME TO JAIL. WHEN THEY FOUND
OUT CECIL MOORE WAS OUT OF TOWN THEY HMOVED I1 UFs AND THEN I

HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH HIS OFFICE AND I CALLED HIMs ANL HE

HAD' COME BACKN -- THEY SAID I HIT A LADY’S CAR» DIDN’T STOF.

AT THE TIME I DIDN‘T HAVE ANY AUTOMORILE.
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REFRESENTATIE DUMAS! THEY HAD ACTUALLY TAKEN
YOU TO JAIL FOR HIT-RUNs AND YOU DIDN’T EVEN OWN AN
AUTOMOBILE®

A RIGHT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! AND THAT WAS THROWN OUT?

A, YESs ALL OF THEM WAS THROWN OU1.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! NOT FOUND GUILTY OF
ANYTHING?

A NONE. AT THE TIME I HAD GOT BEATENs I HaAD

NEVER BEEN ARRESTED REFORE.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: IN YOUR LIFE?
A IN MY LIFE,
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! INCREDIBLE. IS THERE

ANYTHING ELSE YOU COULDr THINK YOU WOULD LINE TO SAY?

A THAT’S ABOUT 1IT.

REFRESENTATIVE IMMAS? I AM GOING TO TURN YOU
OVER TO THE FANEL FOR QUESTIONING. I ADMIRE YOU FOR BEING SO
COURAGIOUS. IF WHAT YOU SAY IS TRUE, AND YOU HAVEN'T TURNED
EITTER» I COMMEND YOU FOR IT,

A WELLy I HAVE A FAMILY OF EIGHT WKIDS.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: THANKN YOU.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSONs IS THERE ANY QUESTION YOU WOULD
LIKE TO ASK?

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARD'SON?

Q. MR, FITZGERALD» YOU HAVE LOST AN EYEs AN


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


L

S N W N s W

18
19
20

JESSE FITZGERALD 814

IT CERTAINLY HAS CAUSED YOU MUCH HEARTACHE» AND DISABILITY.
TO YOU AND YOUR FaMILY.

A I LOST MY JOR; I COULDN‘T CLEAN WINLOWS ANY
MORE. I USED TO GO UF ON TALL BUILDINGS, AND STUFF LIANE
THAT. AFTER I GOT BEATEN MY BOSS SAID I WAS A RISKN: HE
COULDN‘T TAKE ME BACK TO WORK. MY UNION FOUGHT IT ANL MADE
HIM TANE ME BACN, I WORKED TWO MONTHS AFTER. I COULD NEVER
GET ALONG WITH HIM NO MORE. HE KEFT ME OUT TWO MON(HSs AFTER
THE DOCTOR SAID I COULD GO BACN TO WORK. HE H;D TO PAY ME
THE BRACK MONEY. WE NEVER GOT ALONG» AND I HAD' TO RUIT
CLEANING WINDOWS,

Q. YOU WERE WITHOUT A& JOR?

A YES.,

Q. AND IT BECAME A HARDSHIP FOR THE FaAMILY?

A RIGHT.

Q. MR. FITZGERALD, YOU FILED A CIVIL SUIT
AGAINST THE FOLICE DEFARTMENT HERE?

A, YES.

Q. HAVE YOU FILED A CRIMINAL SUIT AGINST THE
FHILADELFHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT: MEANING THE OFFICERS THAT
BEAT YOU OR TOOK FART IN THIS BREATING? WAS THERE EVER A SUIT
FILEL AGAINST THEM?

A, I DON’T NNOW. I THINK -- I NNOW I SIGNED
FIFTEEN DNIFFERENT SHEETS FOR FIFTEEN DIFFERENT POLICE
OFFICERS AND THE CITY. I THINKN IT WAS SIXTEEN DIFFERENT
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THINGS THAT I SIGNEL.

q. I WOULD» REQUEST IF YOU HAVE THEM IN YOUR
FPOSSESSIONy MR. FITZGERALDy ANY PAFERS CONCERNING THIS ACT IN
AUGUST OF 1965» IF YOU HAVE ANY FPAPERS, DOCUMENTSs CONCERNING
THAT INCIDENT, =-- DID YOU REEF THEM?,.

A I HAD NEWSFAFERS ANL STUFF LIKE THAT., ME
AND MY WIFE LOOKNED FOR THEM TODAY BEFORE I CAME BACK.

Q. DOES CECIL HAVE THEM?

A OHy YES» HE WOULP HAVE EVERYTHING.,

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? I WOULD REQUEST,
MR+« CHAIRMANy AND ALSO CHIEF COUNSEL» ANL CHIEF
INVESTIGATORs MK, PRRASWELL» TO CONTACT THE HONORAELE CECIL
MOOREs COUNCILMAN HERE IN THE CITY OF FHILADELFHIA: WHO DID
IN FACT» HAVE MR. FITZGERALD’S CASE» SO THAT WE MIGHT BE ABLE
TO LOON AT THE RECORDS. I THINMN IT WOULD RE PROFER TO OBTAIN
THOSE FARTICULAR RECORDS TO LOON FURTHER INTO THIS CASE.

REPRESENTATIVE L[UMAS! THOSE RECORDS HAVE
ALREADY BEEN MADE AVAILABLE FROM MR, MOORE’S FIRST TESTIMONY

AT DREXEL.,
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: I WANT TO MAKE SURE

THAT WE GET THE RECORDS OF MR. FITZGERALDs BECAUSE HE ERROUGHT
IT TO OUR ATTENTION.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS? YOUR FOINT IS WELL
TAKNEN. THANK YOU,

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARIDISON!
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Q. I WOULR LINE TO NNOW» MK, FITZGERALDY SINCE
THAT TIME», HAVE YOU IN FACT -- WELL, DIDI' YOU GO TO COURT:»
THAT IS WHAT I WANT TO NNOWF; WHEN DIDL YOU GO TO COURTs HOW
LONG AFTER THAT?

A I WENT TO COURT AND I WAS ACQUITTED.

Q. SOMETIME IN 19667

A. 1967. 1 AM TRYING TO THINK. IT WAS ON THE
20TH. I AM TRYING TO THINK WHAT MONTH IT WAS.

Q. TAKE YOUR TIME. LEf’S ESTAELISH: MR,
FITZGERALDs IT WAS NOT 19647

A. NOs WE HAP A HEARINGs BUT I1 WASN‘T A JURY
TRIAL, THEY TRIED ME ONCE AT BEDSIDE. THEN CECIL MOORE
FILED A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS TO GET ME A FPRELIMINARY
HEARING .

Q. A FPRELIMINARY HEARING?

A, RIGHTs THAT WAS IN CITY HALL. THE JURIST
SAID HE COULDN‘T RULE ON IT. HE HAD ORDERS FROM HIGHER
AUTHORITIES NOT TO RULE ON IT» TO LET THE GRAND JURY INRICT
ME., LATER ON THE GRAND JURY INDICTED ME. THEN I WENT TO
COURT. FROM THE TIME I LOST MY EYE» UP UNFIL THE TRIAL WAS
QVER» I WENT OVER ABOUT SIXTY OR SEVENTY TIMES. WHEN WE GOl
IN COURT, I THINK CECIL MOORE FOSTPONED TWICEs AND THEY HAL
FOSTFONED ALL OF THE REST OF THE TIMES IN THt COURT.

Q. SO YOU WOULD THINN SOMETIME IN 19677

A IT WAS IN 767,
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Q. INDICATING FOR THE RECORDy AT LEAST A YEAK
ANLF A HALF .

A RIGHT.

Q. FIRST OF ALLs LET’S ESTABLISH FOR THE RECORD
HOW MANY CHILDREN DO YOU HAVE®

A I HAVE EIGHT IN ALL# ONE DIEDi SEVEN LIVED.

Q. AT HOME WITH YQU7

A. ONE IS AWAYs THE REST ARE HOME.

Q. THAT WAS YOUR LIVELIHOOD, CLEANING WINDOWS®

A RIGHT.

Q. DID ANYONE ELSE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD WORK?

A, WelLs NOW, ONE SONs MY OLDEST SON WORKS FOR
THE CITY. HE IS A SOCIAL. WORKER. I HAVE ANOTHER SON WHO
WORKS FOR THE CITY. HE PICKS UF TRASH -- SANITATION
DEPARTMENT. THEN I HAVE ANOTHER3? HE IS A BGUARD Al THE
EPISCOFAL HOSFITAL. HE WENT OUT» AND IS HOMEs EUT THE REST OF
THEM IS AT HOMEs AND MY DAUGHTER, I HAVE A SEVENTEEN-YELAR OLD
DAUGHTER, AND I HAVE A FOUR-YEAR OLD DAUGHTER, I HAVE A
TWELVE-YEAR OLD SON3 AND A TWENTY-ONE, OR TWENTY-FOUR AND
TWENTY-THREE YEAR OLD' SON.

Q. THAT’S VERY 6000 THAT YOU CAN REMEMBER Al.L
THAT. I WAS TRYING TO FINU OUT AT THE TIME, 1967 -~

A AT THE TIME I WAS THE ONLY SUFPFORT. THE
OLDEST WAS ONLY ELEVEN. YOU CAN FIGURE WHAT THE REST WERE.

a. THAT IS SOME YEARS AGO., THE FOINT BEING Al


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


O 0 0N b N e

LT
-

=
ha

e
o

14

16
17
i8

12

M
<

rJ
[

18]
r

tJd
w

r
|

JESSE FITZGERALD 820

THAT TIME --

A. THE THINGES THAT WAS GOING ONs THE DIFFICULTY
WITH GIRARD COLLEGE, THEY TRIED TO TIE ME IN WITH THAT. I
NEVER MARCHEDR IN MY LIFE REFORE THAT. I HAD TO WORKN AND TAKNE
CARE OF MY FAMILY. BUT AT THAT TIME AND EVER SINCE» I WAS A
MEMEER OF THE NAACF» A TWO-DOLLAR MEMBER A YEAR. THEY TRIED
TO TIE ME IN WITH THAT. THEY TRIED TO HAVE MY TRIAL AT THE
SAME TIME THEY HAD SOME OTHERS. AT THAT TIME CECIL MOORE WAS
HANDLING MOST OF THOSE.

Q. ONE FINAL QUESTIONs MR. FITZGERALLD. JUST TO
ESTABLISH FOR THE RECORD» THAT IN FACT» YOU DID NOT OR ANYONE
ELSE IN THE HOUSEHOLD WORKING FOUR YOUr RID YOU AT ANY TIME
EVER HAVE OCCASION TO FIND OUT WHO THE OFFICER WAS THAT HIT
YOU® RID YOU EVER FIND QUT THE NAME OF THAT OFFICER?

A I HAVE ALL FIFTEEN OF THEMs BUT AY THE TIME»
THE NIGHT THEY EREAT ME, I DIDN’T KNOW ONE FROM THE OTHER.

Q. YOU LIDN’T KRNOW YOU HAD LOST YOUR EYE TILL
THE DOCTOR TOLD YOU®?

A IT WAS A CHINESE DOCTOR. THEY SAY I CURSED
ANDF RAVED AND EVERYTHING. THE DOCTOR COME? SHE WAS IN COURT.»
SHE TESTIFIED THAT I DNIDN‘T. THE ONLY THING I STARTED
CRYINGs RUT I DIDN‘T --

Q. IF I LOST AN EYEy T WOULIN’T HAVE BEEN
SITTING THERE GRINNING.

A. RIGHT. SHE TESTIFIED I DIDN‘T USE NO
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FROFOUND LANGUAGE:, DIDN’T CURSE OR NOTHING» RUT THE FOLICE
LIE -- ROY: THEY LIE. THEY TOLD A LOT OF LIES OVER ME. THEY
COULDN’T GET THE GIRL., THEY TRIED TO GET THE GIRL TO SAY I
WAS TRYING TGO MOLEST HER. THIS WAS AROUNN EIGH{ O‘CLOCKN THAT
AFTERNOON IN THE SUMMERTIME.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! THE YOUNG LADY TESTIFIED
IN COURT THAT THE OFFICERS TRIED TO PERSUADE HER TO TESTIFY®?

A. YES.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! TO THE FACT YOU WERE
MOLESTING HER?

Ae RIGHT. SHE TESTIFIED TO THE COURT TO THAT,

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! I WANT TO THANN YOU
VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TESTIMONY. I WOULD HOFPE WE GET THE
RECORDS FROM CECIL. MOORE, BEING HE IS COUNCILMAN HERE IN THE
CITY. IF YOU ARE NEEDED, WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO COME BACK
REFORE THIS COMMITTEE®

A YES.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: REFRESENTATIVE WHITE.» DO
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS®

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE:

Q. YOU INDICATED THAT YOU WERE ACQUITTED OF ALL
SEVEN CHARGES» AFOUT A YEAR AND A HALF AFTER THE REATING THAT
TOON FLACE®

A YES.

Q. WHAT WERE THOSE CHARGESs AS YOU CAN BEST
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RECOLLECT?

A.  ASSAULT ANI! BATTERY ON A FOLICE OFFICER,
INCITING A RIOT, RESISTING ARREST, DISORDERLY CONDUCT.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMASS THE USUAL.

A, THERE WAS SEVEN DIFFERENT COUNTS.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!

@, AT ANY TIME WERE YOU CHARGED WITH RAPE®

A NO .,

@,  WERE YOU EVER COMPENSATED EY THE CITY FOR
THE LOSS OF YOUR EYE AS A RESULT OF THE REATING?

A.  NO.

Q. IS THERE AN ACTION FRESENLY FENDING IN
THAT REGARD?

A,y YOU MEAN A SUIT -- YES.

@.  WHEN DID YOU FILE THIS SUIT?

Al I AM TRYING TD THINR. I THINK IT WAS JUNE
20, 1967 I THINK. THAT IS SUNDAY, JUNE 20TH., I THINN MONLAY
HE EROUGHT THE FAFERS OUT FOR ME TO SIGN. I SIGNED THEM,

@,  YOU FILED A SUIT ALSO IN JULY OF 19677

AL YES.

Q. WE ARE TALAING ELEVEN YEARS?

A.  ELEVEN YEARS SINCE THE SUIT HAS BEEN FILED
-~ THIRTEEN YEARS SINCE I LOST MY EYE.

Q. THERE HAS NOT EEEN A DISPOSITION?

A THE ONLY THINGs WITH DASHIELLs HE CALLED ME
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DOWNs THE CITY OFFERED ME SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS. I TOLD HIM.
DON’T CaALL ME FOR SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS. BUT HE HAD TO LET #E
ANOW? IF HE DIDN’T THEY COULR HOLD HIM -- BUT I WASN‘'T GOING
TO ACCEPT IT. AND LIKE TWD YEARS AFTER --

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE:? THAT UAS IN 19497

A SOMEWHERE AROUND THERE: YES. S0 THEN HE
LEFT AND HE GAVE THE CASE EBACK TO CECIL MOORE. I THINN CECIL
MOORE GAVE IT TO CRIPPINSs AND CRIPPINS —-- 1 ASKED HIM IF
THEY ARE GOING TD GIVE ME MY MONEY, AND WHY NOT ERING IV U¥
TO COURT. HE SAID THEY KEEP FUSHING IT BACAN.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE? WHEN WAS THAT?

A LAST YEAR I WAS TALKING TO CRIFFINS. I
HAVEN’T SEEN MOORE.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS!: WHAT ATTORNEY FPRESENTLY
REFRESENTS YOU IN THIS LAWSUIT NOW?

A CECIL MOORE.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! CONTINUE REFRESENTATIVE
WHITE.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!

Q. YOU DID ESTARLISH FOR THE RECORD THAT
FIFTEEN OFFICERS HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED®

A, YESs THEY WERE.

a. TO YOUR RNOWLEDIGE» HADN ANY OF THOSE FIFTEEN
QFFICERS REEN DISCIFLINED OR REPRIMANDED?

A NOy THEY HAVEN’T. I WAS WORKING AT -- THIS
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HAPPENED AROUT FIVE YEARS AGO. I WAS WORKING AT THE ROUND
HOUSE, CLEANING THE WINDOWSs AND ONE OFFICER I NNOW WAS
WORKINGs I WAS CLEANING THE WINDOWS AND AN OFFICER WHO WAS
INVOLVED SAW ME AND RECOGNIZED ME» AND HE MUST HAVE WENT AND
TOLD. THEY CALLED MY OFFICE AND ASKED' IF JESSE FITZGERALD
WAS WORNING AT THE FOLICE STATION CLEANING WINDOWSs MY ROSS
SAIDL YEAH», AND HE TOLD' HIM YOU HAVE TO GET HIM OFF THIS JOE.
THEN MY EBOSS TOLDI HIM I WOULDN’'T TAKE HIM OFF NOW BUT I WON’T
SEND HIM BACKN ANY MORE, WHEN I WENP TO THE OFFICE» SOMEONE
FROM THE ROUND HOUSE HAD CALLED AND SAID HE WAS WORNING THERE
AND THAT HE DIDN’T WANT ME WORNING THERE.

Q. HAS ANYONE FROM THE PHILADELFHIA FPOLICE
DEFPARTMENT OR THE CITY COME TO YOU PRIOR TO THE FILING OF THE
SUITs AND ASKNED THAT THE SUIT NOT BE FILED?

A NO., DURING THAT TIME -- I AM TRYING TO
THINKNy THEY HAD SOME KIND -- HE WAS THE HEAD OF THIS
COMMISSION,

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! FPOLICE ADVISORY EOCARD.

A. RIGHT. THERE WAS A COLORED FELLOW -—-

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! CHARLES BOWSER.

A NOT ROWSER. HE WAS THE HEALF OF IT. IT
WASN’T BOWSER. HE CAME TO ME AND TOLD ME IF I SIGNED THESE
FAFERS THEY WOULD LET ME QUT OF THE JAIL FART.

REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE! LET’S GO BACK.

A HE COME TO MY HOUSEF I WAS IN THE HOSPITAL.
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HE WENT 70 MY HOUSE. HE TALKED TO MY WIFE. SHE ANOWS THE
NAMES I CAN’T RECALL HIS NAME NOW -- HE IS KIND OF A
HEAVY-SET FELLOW,

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: GO AHEAD.

A HE ASKED THE GUARD AT THE FRISONF THEY
BROUGHT A SHEET OF PAFER AND TRIED TO GET ME TO SIGN IT.
THIS WAS DURING THE TI1ME NOBODY WAS ALLOWED TO SEE ME.

REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE: AT WHAT POINT DID THE
FOLICE NOTIFY YOUR FAMILY?

A THEY BIDN’T AT ALL.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!? LET ME FINISH MY
QUESTION. AT WHAT FOINf DID THE POLICE CONTACT YOUR FAMILY»
YOUR WIFE» ANY OF YOUR CHILIIREN» AND INFORM THEM THAT ONE?
YOU HADR EITHER EBEEN ARRESTED? OR TWO! THAT YOU HAD EREEN
BEATEN? THREE?! THAT YOU WERE HOSFITALIZED?

A THEY DIDN‘T BECAUSE THEY DIDN‘T KNOW MY

NAME:s OR MY ADDRESS OR NOTHINGs ERECAUSE WHEN THEY EEAT ME»
AFTER THEY REAT ME, AND DROVE ME UP TO THE LBESK SERGEANTs THE

LIEUTENANTy HE SAID TO GET ME OUT, GET HIM OUT. I DON’T CARE
WHAT YOU DO WITH HIM. THEY TOOKN ME TO THE HOSPITALs ST,
LUNE’S HOSFITAL.

ALL THE DOCTOR DILIt THERE WAS EXAMINE MY EYE.
SHE ONLY EXAMINED EROTH EYES AND TOLD' ME MY EYE HAD REEN
NNOCKED OUT. THEY DIDN’T ASK ME MY NAME OR NOTHING. THEY

SAID THERE IS NOTHING THEY COULD DO FOR ME, THEY DIDN’T HAVE
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AN EYE WARD THERE. THE FOLICE TOLD ME TO SHUT UFs; T DON‘T
MANE NO DAMN DECISIONS. I DIDN‘T SAY ANY MORE.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE!? THE POLICE NEVER
NOTIFIED YOUR FAMILY®

A NEVER .+

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS? THANK YOU:»
REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE. HOW IS ITs MR. FITZGERALD'y THAT YOUR
RELATIVES LEARNED YOUR WHEREAEROUTS IN THE INCIDENT WHICH
QOCCURRED TO YOU©?

A WELLs I HAD A NINE-YEAR OLD SONs> AND
TEN-YEAR OLI' SON., THEY WAS OUTSIDE ACROSS THE SIREET»
FLAYING: WHILE I WAS BABY-SITTING. I HAD MY BARY IN MY ONE
HAND AND MY DOG. SO WHEN THE FPOLICE GRABEED ME AND PULLED ME
INTO THE CAR» AND AFTER THEY HIT THE SECOND SOUNs AND THROWED
HIM OUT OF THE CAR» MY OLDEST EROY RAN TO GET MY WIFE. BEFORE
THEY GOT BRACN UP THERE, REFORE SHE GOT TO WHERE I LIVEDsy THEY
HAD ME IN JAIL. AT THE FRECINCT» THAT IS WHERE THEY WERE
BEATING ME» THEY TOOK ME BACKN OUT AND BROUGHT ME DOWN TO THE
HOSPITAL, WHEN I 60T TO THE HOSFITAL» THEY WAS AT THE
JAILHOUSE . GSHE ASKED THEM AND THEY DIDN‘T HAVE NO RECORDS OF
ME. AND THEY WERE WIFING THE ELOOD' UFP THERE: ANL CLEANING
THE FRECINCT. SHE TURNED AROUND AND COME BACN DOWN TO THE

HOSFITAL. WHEN SHE GOT TO THAT HOSPITAL: I WAS AT

FHILADELFHIA GENERAL HOSPIVAL.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? NOW» THIS FARTICULAR
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NIGHT YOU WERE TANEN TO THE HOSFITAL FOR TREATMEN(s WERE YOU
RELEASED' IN THE CUSTODY OF THE POLICE» TANEN TO JAIL®

A TAKEN TO FHILADELFHIA GENERAL .
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS? TO PHILADELFHIA GENERAL®?
A FROM ST. LUNE’S I WAS TAMEN TO F.G.H. ONCE

THE DOCTOR STITCHED UP MY EYEs THEY PUT ME IN THE JAIL CELL

AT PHILADELPHIA GENERAL. I STILL HADN‘T EEEN CHARGED WITH

NOTHING.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! THEY FUT YOU IN THE JAIL
CELL™

A AFTER THEY STITCHED MY EYE.

REPRESENIATIVE DUMAS: I UNLERSTAND YOUR

EARLIER TESTIMONY THAT YOU WERE OFERATED ON SEVEN DAYS
LATER» IS THAT CORRECT?

A THAT’S CORRECT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: AND YOU STAYED IN A
WHEELCHAIR AT THE JAIL CELL FOR SEVEN DAYSs BEFORE THEY
OFERATED?

Ao NOT IN A WHEELCHAIR. I WAS IN BED. 1
THINK THERE IS SIX BEDS IN THAT PLACE? I DON’T KNNOWs; I REALLY
DIDN’T COUNT THEM., I WAS BEAT ALMOST TO DEATH., SEVEN DAYS I
WAS THERE I WAS IN A EBED., I WASN’'T IN A CHAIR} THEY HALR ME
IN A BED.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! WERE YOU GETTING
MEDICATION?
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JESSE FITZGERALD 828

A. THEY DIDN’T DO NOTHING FOR ME3 THEY DIDN‘T
BIVE ME ASPIRIN FOR SEVEN DAYS TILL CECIL MOORE COME DOWN.
THAT‘S WHEN HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO HAVE ME REMOVED TO
ANOTHER HOSFITALs AND THEY TOOK ME OUT OF THE EREDR AND
OPERATED ON MEs WHICH I HAD TWO OFPERATIONS.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: YOU WERE OPERATED ON
BOTH TIMES AT THE FHILADELFHIA GENERAL HOSFITAL®

A RIGHT. THE FIRST OFEATION THEY FPUT A
BALL IN, RUT THEY HADI ME STANDING THERE SO LONG THE MUSCLES™
IN MY EYE RETRACTED AND IT WOULDN‘T HOLD» SO THE RALL ERONE
LOOSE, ANLD THEY HAD TO GO BACK AND OFPERATE AND' TOON THE BRALL
OUT AND FUT IN A SOCNET» WHAT THEY CALL A SOCKET.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! FOR THE RECORD» MK,
FITZGERALD» HOW DO YOU VIEW THE FHILAMELFPHIA FOLICE
DEPARTHMENT NOW?

A I DON‘T EVER HAVE DEALINGS WITH THEM. 1
TRY TO STAY AWAY AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE., I STILL, YOU ANOW.
LIVE IN WHAT YOU CALL THE GHETTOs FOOR AREA.

REPRESENFATIVE DUMAS! I AFFRECIATE THE FACT
YOU DION‘T DEAL WITH THEM. MY QUESTION ISs THIS HAPFENED
THIRTEEN YEARS AGO. 1IN YOUR OFPINIONs IS YOUR INCIDENT AN
ISOLATED ONE OR DO YOU THINK IT IS SOMETHING THAT IS A
FREDOMINANT THING THAT HAFPENED TO YQU®?

A IT HAFFENS TO MOST BLACAS: AND FUERTO

RICANS AND POOR WHITES.
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JESSE FITZGERALD 829

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS! S0y WHAT YOU ARE SAYING
IS WHAT HAFFENEDR TO YOU» HAFPENS TO MOST BLACKSy FUERTO
RICANS AND FOOR WHITES?

A. YES. AND IT HAPPENFD TO THE FERSON WHO
TESTIFIED BEFORE ME.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMaS: REVERAND AIRKLAND?

A. YES. HE IS ACTUALLY RELATED TO MEF -- WHICH
1S MY WIFEs NOT ME. MY INCIDENT HAPFENED BEFORE HIMs HIS
BROTHER-IN-LAW COME UP AND FOUGHI WITH ME -—- AND WELL» I
KNOW HIM» AND 1 ANOW INCIDENTS HAFFPEN AND A LOT OF OTHER

THINGS.
REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! REPRESENTATIVE

RICHARDSONs DO YOU HAVE ONE OTHER QUESTION FOR THIS WITNESS®?

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? NO .

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: M. FITZGERALDy I KNOW
IT IS RATHER FAINFUL TO RELIVE THIS NIGHTMARE., WE WON‘'T
FROLONG IT ANY FURTHERs AND I DEFINITELY SYMPATHIZE WITH WHAT
YOU WENT THROUGH. MY MIND IS OFPEN TO TRY TO FINDL SOME TYPE
OF SOLUTIONS AS A REFRESENTATIVE IN THIS STATEs TO TRY TO
PREVENT THIS FROM REOCCURRING. THANK YOU.

(WITNESS EXCUSED.)

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS: MR. BERZINSs D0 YOU HAVE
A SURFOENA IN YOUR FOSESSION?
MR. BERZINS! YES, I DO,

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS!: I WOoULD LINE TO SWEAR
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YOU IN AT THIS TIME.

VALVIS BERZINS» SUWORN.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? GO AHEAD.

A I WOULD LIKE TO BRING UF THE FOLICE SHOOTING
RACK IN MARCH 14, 1973 OF REVEREND JANIS SILINS AT THE
LATVIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH.

REFPRESENTATIVE DUMAS?S FARDON ME» SIRs WOULD
YOU SUSPEND FOR A MOMENT?

I WoUuLD LINE TO ADVISE YOU THAT YOU ARF

UNDER OATH.

A PARDON ME?

REPRESENTATIVE DNUMAS! I WANT TO ARVISE YOU
THAT YOU ARE UNLER DATH ==

A, I UNDERSTAND THAT.

REFRESENTATIVE LUMAS!: == AND THAT ANYTHING
THAT YOU SAY MAY RE HELD AGAINST YOU FOR PERJURY.

A I UNDERSTANLD.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? I HOPE THAT YOU WILL
TELL THE TRUTH TO THE EREST OF YOUR ABILITY.

A YESs I WILL.

REFRESENTATIVE IDUMASS WOuULDr YOU GIVE YOUR
ADDRESS REFORE YOU FUT DOWN YOUR TESTIMONY: PLEASE?

A. I LIVE IN NEW JERSEY IN GLENDORA, 523

HAREBINE .
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VALVIS BERZINS 831

I AM A MEMBER OF THE LATVIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
ON 47TH AND CEDAR WHERE REVEREND SILINS WAS FASTOR AT THAT
TIME. WE ARE A SMALL GROUP OF LATVIANS THAT ABOUT HALF LIVE
IN NEW JERSEY AND THE OTHER HALF LIVE IN FPHILADELFHIA. SO Wt
BOUGHT THE CHURCH HERE» I‘LL SAY» AEOUT FIFTEEN YEARS AGO»
AND IT IS LOCATED ON 47TH ANLF CEDARF AND REVEREND SILINS HAS
BEEN HERE: I THINK» ABOUT 24 YEARSs AND HE WAS TANING CARE OF
THE CONGREGATION FOR BOTH STATES.

THE REASON WHY I AM EBRINGING THIS UF IS
RECAUSE THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FPOLICE STATEMENT OF
HOW THE SHOOTING HAFFENED ANL WHAT THE FARISHIONERS SAID,
THIS WAS EROUGHT OUT IN THE NEWSPAFER AND I THINK WAS FAIRLY
ACCURATELY REFORTED BY TYREE JOHNSON. THIS IS A FHILADELFHIA
DAILY NEWSs WEDNESDAYs, MARCH 28, 1973, 1 WOULD LINE TO READ»
IF I MAY, THIS ARTICLE AND FOINT OUT WHAT I HAVE FERSONALLY
FOUNDI QUT ADNDITIONALLY TO WHAT HE HAS WRITTEN THERE. THIS IS
THE WAY IT STARTS OUT:

*THE REVEREND JANIS SILINS» 64 WAS FATALLY
WOUNDED BY POLICE BULLETS», FOLICE SAID LAST NIGHT. THE
SHOOTING OCCURRED JUST AFTER HE HAR CONVINCED A FUGITIVE WHO
HAD TANEN REFUGE IN HIS YARD TO LOWER HIS WEAPON» ACCORDING
TO MEMBERS OF MR. SILINS CONGREGATION. CHIEF INSFECTOR
GOLDEN SAID MR. SILINS WAS SHOT BY A POLICEMAN» EBUT THE
IDENTITY OF THE MAN WHO FIRED' THE SHOTS WILL NOT EE KNOWN

UNTIL THE EALLISTIC TESTS ARE COMFLETE. THE CASE IS STILL
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OPEN AND STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION, GOLIMEN SAID. MK, SILINSy
FASTOR AT ST. JOHN’S LATVIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH AT 903 SOUTH
47TH STREET WAS WOUNDED MARCH 14» AFTER POLICE CHASELD INTO
HIS RACKRYARDr A MAN WHO HAD GONE THROUGH A RED LIGHT AND
FIRED A GUN AT HIS FURSUERS. FOLICE HAVE MAINTAINED THEIR
VIEW THAT MR. SILINS WAS SHOT IN AN EXCHANGE OF GUNFIRE.®
IN OTHER WORDS» EARLIER STORIES IN THE PAFER

DEVIATED FROM THIS ONE.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE? THEY SAID' THAT REVEREND
SILINS HAD BEEN SHOOTING?

A NOs THAT THERE WAS A FULICE SHOOTING»s AN
EXCHANGE OF GUNFIRE» AND YOU WILL SEE THAT THE LATER STORY

GOES ON.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? WOULDl YOU SUSFEND FOR A
MOMENT?

A, YES.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE! YOU MAY CONTINUE.

A "POLICE HAVE MAINTAINELDI EARLIER THAT MK.

SILINS WAS SHOT IN AN EXCHANGE OF GUNFIRE. GOLDEN‘S COMMENTS

CAME AFTER HE WAS TOLD THAT THREE CHURCH OFFICIALS HAVE

GIVEN STATEMENTS ASSERTING THAT MR, SILINS TOLD THEM FOUR
DAYS BEFORE HIS DEATH ON MONDAYs THAT HE HAD REEN SHOT EY A
PLAINCLOTHES FOLICEMAN. THE THREE, AUGUST E. GEIZISy GUNAR
JIRGENs AND ROBERT NARLSSON SAIL MR. SILINS TOLLN THEM THAT HE

HAD EEEN TRYING TO CALM WILLIAM SMITH, 22, WHO WAS BEING
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CHASED, AN HAD CONVINCED MR. SMITH TO LOWER HIS A5-CALIBER
FISTOL. HE WAS STANDING SIDE-BY-SIDE IN SILENCE FOR AWHILE
FOR THREE -- THEY REFORTEDR MR, SILINS AS SAYING. AND Al
THAT TIME, SEVERAL POLICEMEN WERE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, IN THE
NEIGHRORING BACKYARD. NOEBODY SAID A WORD UNPIL A SHOT WAS
FIRED'y AND I WAS HIT IN THE RIGHT ARM AND CHEST. I SAW THE
FOLICEMAN WHO FIRED THE SHOT. 1 REMEMBER THE FACEs AND WILL
FOR THE REST OF MY LIFE.®

I WOULD LIKE TO ELABORATE ON THAT ONE.

*SMITH ALSO WAS SHOT. POLICE SAID POLICEMAN
FATRICK MALLOY FIREL' AFTER SMITH FOINTED HIS F1ST0OL AT
MALLDOY. HE WAS IN SATISFACTORY CONDITION AT MERCY-CATHOLIC
MEDICAL CENTER» MISERICORDIA DIIVISIONs WHERE MKk. SILINS DIED
OF COMPLICATIONS OF HIS WOUNDI, SMITH OF S57TH STREET» NEAR
FLORENCE AVENUE WAS CHARGED WITH SOLE INTENT TO KILLs WEAFONS
VIDLATIONs AND AUTO THEFT. THE CAR HE WAS DRIVING WAS LATER
FOUNI} TO HAVE BEEN STOLEN."®

NOWs I WOULD LIKE TO GO BACN TD WHERE HE
SAlIlly Wk WERE STANDING SIDE-BY-SIDE IN SILENCE FOR AWHILE,®
AND THEREFORE MR. SILINS SAIDr °"AND AT THAT TIMEs SEVERAL
FOLICEMEN WERE IN THE NEIGHBORING RACKYARD, NORODY SAID A
WORD UNTIL A SHOT WAS FIRED, AND I WAS HIT IN THE RIGHT ARM
AND CHEST, I SAW THE FOLICEMAN WHO FIRED THE SHOT, I
REMEMRER THE FACE AND WILL FOR THE REST OF MY LIFE.®

WHAT HAPPENED IS, I LATER TALANED TO THE
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VALVIS EBERZINS 834

WINOW: MRS, SILINS? AND THE MAN WAS IN FLAINCLOTHES: HE FIRED
THE GUNs AND THE GUN WAS SO CLOSE THAT MR. SILINS COULD SEE
HIS FACE., THAT’S WHY HE COULDI' REMEMBER THE FACE FOR THE REST
OF HIS LIFEs HE ONLY LASTED A WEEK AND THEN DIED.

SO THERE IS A DIFFERENCE RETWEEN THE FOLICE
CLAIMING THAT THEY WERE CHASING THE CAR THIEF ANU
ACCIDENTALLY FIRED -- THE FOLICE FIRED A WEAFPON AT MK,
SILINS.,

NOWr ACCORDING TO THE REVEREND» AS TOLD RBRY
THE WIDOWs AND ALSO THE MEMBERS O THE CONGREGATION WHICH
INCLUDE THESE THREE FEOFLE I MENTIONED, AUGUST E. GEIZIS»
BUNAR JIRGENs ANUM ROBERT CARLSSON? HE WAS SHOT BY A
PLAINCLOTHESs MAN IN PLAINCLOTHES, EITHER A DETECTIVE OR A
COMMISSIONER, NORODY ANOWS.

BUT THERE IS A RIG DIFFERENCE IN EBEING SHOT
ACCIDENTALLY BY AN OFFICER IN A UNIFORM» WHICH ACTUALLY
FATRICN MALLOY WAS ELAMED FOR», AND IT WAS ACCEFTEI! LATER THAT
HE ACTUALLY SHOT THE OFFICER -— I MEAN THE REVEREND: HE WAS
IN UNIFORMs SO HE COULDN’'T BE THt MAN REVERENID! SILINS SAW.

NOW: WHAT HAPFENED IS THIS! THE
CONGREGATION CONTACTED THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY» ARLEN SPECTOR
AND THEY EXFECTED THAT HE WOULD DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT» ANU

AFPARENTLY HE FROMISEDr BUT THERE WAS NO INUVESTIGATION,

NOTHING HAFFENED.
NOW: ANOTHER THING. I DECIDED THAT TO FIND
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VALVIS BERZINS 835

OUT» THE EBEST THING WOULD BE TO CONTACT THE MAN WHOD WAS
THEREs THE ALLEGED THIEF. AND WHAT HAPPENED IS, I CALLED
CITY HALL AND FOUND OUf THAT HE WAS BEING DEFENDED RY FURLIC
DEFENDER JOMN GONDOLA AND I HAVE -- THIS NEVER ENDED UP IN
THE FAPERS: AND HIS TRIAL WAS HELD ON SEFTEMBER 4s 1973,
COURTROOM 4146+ CITY HALL. THE COURT OFFICERS FRESENT THERE
WERE THE HONORAELE JULIGE CAVANNAUGH, DLSTRICT ATTORNEY
STEPHEN MARGOLIN: AND VOLUNTARY DEFENDER GONDOLA REFPRESENTED
SMITH.

ACCORDING TO VOLUNTARY DEFENDER GONDOLA»
THERE WAS NO GUARDS AND NO WITNESSES WERE FRODUCED. THE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY READ! THE EXTRACTS AND MINUTES OF THE
DEFENDANT 'S GUILTY PLEA PREFPARED BY THE VOLUNTARY DEFENDERS’
OFFICE. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT FIVE OK SIX VOLUNTARY
DEFENDERS FPREPARED SMITH’S GUILTY PLEA» ACCORDING TO GONDOLA.

HE WAS FOUND GUILTY ON ALL CHARGES RY JUDGE
CAVANNAUGH: AND SENTENCED TO HOLMESBURG FPRISON FOR &0 DAYS
PSYCHIATRIC EXAMINATION, THEN HE WILL FACE FINAL SENIENCING.

WELL» WHEN I TALMRED TO VOLUNTARY DEFENDER
GONDOLA EEFORE THE TRIAL TOOK PLACE OR REFORE THE JULGE: HE
MENTIONED THAT THE FERSON WaS, MORE OR LESSs MENMTALLY
INCOMFETENT. NOW, HOWEVERs HE PLED GUILTY ANL WAS RECOGNIZED
AS SANE ENOUGH TO FLEAD GUILTY» AND AFTER THAT HE WAS SENT TO
HOLMESEURG FRISON FDOR FSYCHIATRIC EXAMINATION.

NOWs ANOTHER THING THAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT
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ISy I DIDN‘T GET ANYWHERE AND I MENTIONED THE CONGREGATIDN
DIDN‘T GET ANYWHERE WITH ARLEN SPECTOR EITHER: AND IT WaAS
LATER IN THE YEAR IT WAS BETWEEN ‘74 AND 75y I CONTACTED THE
FENNSYLVANIA CRIME COMMISSIONs AND AT THAT TIME I THOUGHT
THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO LOOK AND INQUIRE INTO WHAT ACTUALLY
HAFPENED. I CONTACTEDIF A GENTLEMAN BY THE NAME OF JOHN R.
BARON. I HAVE HIS TELEFHONE NUMBER AND THE CRIME COMMISSIONS
AND ALSO HE CAME TO GENERAL EILECTRIC. 1 WORK FOR GENERAL
ELECTRIC HERE ON CHESTNUT STREET. HE CAME WITH ANOTHER
GENTLEMAN BY THE NAME OF EBILLY C. BYRDs OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
JUSTICE DEPARTMENTs AND THEY LISTENED TO MY STORY. AND I
SAID» OHy I AM INFERESTED IN TRYING TO GET THE POLICE REFPORT
TO FIND OUT WHAT REALLY HAPFENED BECAUSE THERE IS A& BIS
DISCREPANCY TO WHAT THE REVEREND SAID BEFORE HE LIED,
ACCORDING TO THE HEADRS OF THE CONGREGATION WHO WERE THERE!»
AND ALSO THE REVEREND’S WIDOW. AND THEY SAID OKAY: THEY WERE
GOING TO QUESTION SOME PEOPLE AND ALLSO CONTACT COMMISSIONER
O'NEILL. WtLL» TIME WENT BY AND WHAT HAPPENED IS THEY L[ND
CONTACT THE -- AS FAR AS I UNDERSTAND IT» THE MEMBERS OF THE
FARISHy THEY ALSO GONDOLAs AND THEY EVEN TALKEDN TO WILLIAM
SMITH.

NOW, THE MOST INTERESTING PART ABOUT WILLIAM
SMITH WAS THAT WHEN EARON ASKED HIMy WILLIAM SMITH SAID HE
ONLY FOUND OUT ABDUIM THE SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND AFTER HE

WAS IN THE HOSFITALs HE NEVER KNEW ABOUT IT REFORE.
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THEN ANOTHER THING CAME OUT WITH GONDOLA
BEFOURE WHICH I FORGOT TO MENTION I7. AT ONE TIME GONDOLA
MENTIONED IT THAT THE AS-WEAFON WAS NOT OFERATIONAL. SU Wt
HAVE AN INOPERATIONAL FIREPIECE» A GUN THAT DOESN’T FIRE AND
POLICE IS CHASING HIM AND WIND UF SHOOTING THE REVEREND.

NOWs WHAT HAFFENED TO THE CRIME COMMISSION
INVESTIGATION IS SIMPLY THIS: I1 TUKNED OUI THEY SENT A
REQUEST TO COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL, ANL COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL
IGNORED IT» AND THEY NEVER GOT THE MATERIALS.

S0 THAT ABOUT WRAFS IT UP» I MEAN» 1
COULIN'T DO ANY MORE. AND ONE THING I WOULD LINE TO MENTION
ABOUT MR. SILINS WIDOW. SHE DID HIRE A LAWYER: AND WAS
FURSUING ITs, BUT SHE DIDN‘T HAVE MUCH FUNDSs AND AHPARENTLY
SHE WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL AND PRETTY DISGUSTER AND HER LAWYER
DIED IN THE MEANWHILE,» SO SHE IS TOTALLY OUT OF IT.

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? WHERE IS MRS. SILINS

NOW?
A SHE LIVES IN THE PHILADELPHIA AREA. I DON’T

HAVE HER ADDRESS, BUT I COULD GET I,
REFRESENITATIVE WHITE: IF YOU COULD SUFFLY US

WITH THAT» I THINK IT MIGHT BE HELFFUL IF YOU CAN GET HER TO
APFEAR BEFORE THIS COMMITTEE TO RELATE THIS INCIDENT.

A WELL, THEN, DO YOU HAVE ANY MORE HEARINGS
BESIDES THIS ONE AND TOMORROW?

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE: WE HAVE A HEARING
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TOMORROW AND WE ALSO HAVE ONMNE FRIDAY.

A AND WHERE IS THAT?

REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE! 2085 EAST TIOBA AVENUE
IN THE RENSINGTON SECTION.

A THE RENSINGTON SECTIONs THE KENSINGTON
SECTION DF THE CITY.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! WHAT TIME DOES I7
START?

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE? REFPRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSON» THAT STARTS AT S 0O‘CLOCAK.

IF We COULD SOMEHOW HAVE OUR STAFF GET IN

TOUCH WITH MRS. SILINS EEFOREHAND, WE WILL RE GLAD TO
SCHEDULE HER.

A ‘ALL RIGHT. COULD! I HAVE --

REFRESENTATIVE WHITE!? WE WILL GIVE YOUu
EVERYTHING THAT YOU NEED IN ORDER TO CONTACT THE MEMEERS OF

THE COMMITTEE OR STAFF.
A ALL RIGHT. YOU ALREADY GAVE ME YOUR CARL.

REPRESENTATIVE WHITE? REFRESENTATIVE
RICHARDSONs DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OF THE WITNESS?

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON! YES.

REFRESENTIATIVE RICHARDSONS

Q. LET ME GET THE CORRELT FRONOUNCIATION OF
YOUR NAME.

A, MY NAME IS VALVIS BRERZINS, V-A-L-VU-I-S8 ANU
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VALVIS BERZINS 839

LAST NAME IS E~E-R-Z-I-N-S.

Q. BRERZINS?

A RERZINS.

@. ONAY. MR. BERZINS» COULD YOU SHARE WITH US
YOUR CONCERN IN THIS CASE? ARF YOU RELATED TO THE SILINS'?

A NO. WHAT HAFFENED IS MR, SILINS -- I JOINED
THE CONGREGATION IN THE EARLY ‘40’S» ANDIN MR. SILINS IS THE
REVEREND WHO MARRIELD ME AND MY WIFE. HE ALSO CHRISTENED MY
THREE ELIIEST CHILDRENs HE WOULD HAVE CHRISTENED' MY YOUNGEST
DAUGHTER IF HE WAS NOT ANILLED BY THE FOLICE.

Q. SC YOU HAD SOME FEELING THERE FOR HIM.

A YES.

Q. HAVE YOU HAD ANY ENCOUNTERS WITH THE FOLICE
BEFORE IN THE CITY?

A PERSONALLYr» NO» BUT AT ONE TIME ANOTHER
INCIDENT IN A CHURCH. WHAT HAPPENED IS -- IT DOES NOT RELATE
TO ANY SHOOTING. SOME YEARS AGOs I FORGOT HOW MANY YEARS
AGOs WE HAD A —— 1 THINN IT WAS CHRISTMAS SERVICE, ANII AN
OLDER LADY SUFFERED A HEART ATTACK. NOMWs LIKE WE LIVE
OUTSIDE AND I LIVE IN NEW JERSEY: AND THE COMMON THING TO DO
IS TO CALL THE FOLICE AND THEY WILL COMEs RETURN YOUR CALL
FOR AN AMBULANCE OR RESCUE., AND THIS IS WHAT HAFFPENED THEN.
WELL» THE CONGREGATION» ONE OF THE CONGREGATION MEMBERS
CALLED THE FOLICE, THE POLICE CAME UP. THEY DIDN‘T HAVE

ANY OXYGEN OR ANYTHING., HE WAS STANDING THERE WITH HIS
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FISTOL AND DOING NOTHING» AND 20 MINUTES LATER THE RESCUE
VEHICLE CAME IN ANDI' IT ONLY HAD OKE OCCUPANT IN ITs SO THE
MEMEBERS OF THE CONGREGATION HAD TO PUT THE ItAD EODY --
RECAUSE THE 20 MINUTES HAD EXFIRELDl —- OF THE LADY AND HELP TO
CARRY 1T TO THE RESCUE SQUAD.

Q. YOU SAID THAT HE DIED A WEEK LATER?

A YESy IT’S IN THE RECORL.

Q. SO0 IT WAS QUITE SOME TIME THEN DURING THE
WEEN THAT HE HAD AN OPFPORTUNITY TO TALN WITH PECFLE?

A WE THINN THE CONGREGATION: AS A MATTER OF
FACT» THE REST OF THE PARISHIONERS STAYED AWAY BECAUSE THEY
HOPED THAT HE WOULD RECOVER. THEY WERE HOFEFUL AND ONLY THE
PEOPLE NECESSARY» THE HEADS OF THE CONGREGATION AND HIS WIFE
WERE FPRESENT.

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE CORONER’S REFPORT WAS OR
DO YOU HAVE A DEATH CERTIFICATE THAT WOULLD HAVE THAT
INFORMATION ON IT?

A NO» T DON‘T KNOW.

Q. DO YOU ANOW WHAT IT WAS?

A, I TOLD -— IF 1 REMEMBER CORRECTLY» I CALLED
UF THE HOSFITAL, THEY WOULDN’T DIVULGE IT.

Q. DO YOU KNOW IF MKS. SILINS ANOWS?

A PARDON ME?

Q. MRS. SILINS HAS IT7 DO YOU NNOW IF SHE HAS

IT?
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A. I WOULD THINK THAT HER ATTORNEY APPARENTLY
REFORE HE DIED MUST HAVE HAD IT BECAUSE HE WAS INVOLVEL IN
THE CASE.

Q. GETTING DOWN TO THE PENNSYLVANIA CRIME
COMMISSION --

A, YES?

Q. YOU WERE TALKING ARQUS MK. BARON AND MR.BYRD
THERE.,

A YES. MR+ BYRD WAS ONLY PRESENT THE FIRST
TIME., THE TWO MEN CAME TO TALK TO MEs WHICH IS MR. BYRD AND
MR+ BARONs AND I TOLD THEM THE STORY. BUF LATER ON I WAS
ONLY CONTACTED RY MR. BARONs NOT WITH MK. BYRD.

Q. FINE. NOW:» WHAT I WANT TO NNOW IS, DID YOQU
AT ANY TIME HAVE ANY CONVERSATION WITH -- WHEN WAS THAT»
ESTABLISH THAT FOR THE RECORD WHEN YOU WENT TO THE
PENNSYLVANIA CRIME COMMISSION?

Ay I CAN‘T REMEMBER EXACTLY: IT WAS EITHER END
OF 74y BEGINNING OF /75,

a. TG THIS DATEs WHAT HAS THE FENNSYLVANIA

CRIME COMMISSION DONE?
A WELL+ AS EARON EXPLAINED TO ME, THEY SENT A

REQUEST FOR THE REFORT AND SOUME OTHER MATERIALSs AND THEY
WERE TOTALLY IGNORED RY COMMISSIONER O‘NEILL. SO SINCE THEY
COULIIN’T GET THE MATERIALy THEY COULDN’T DO ANYTHING.

Q. REALLY» THEY HAVE NO JURISDICTION TO 0O


koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle

koboyle
Rectangle


k3

N U s W

VALVIS BERZINS 842

ANYTHING. THEY WERE JUST DOING I7 A5 A FROCEDURAL FROCESS:
TO SEE WHETHER OR NOT THEY COULLN ASCERTAIN SOME INFORMATION.
THE FRIVATE ATTORNEY» AITER YOU SAW -- I

DON’T EVEN KNOW WHEN THIS FRIVATE ATTORNEY DIED: IO YOU ANOW?

A. HARRIS,

Q. WHEN DID HE DIE®?

A, I DON‘T KNOW, SHE WILL HAVE T0 SUFFLY YOU
WITH THE DATE.

Q. SEEr WHAT I AM SAYING IS IF WE CAN NOT ONLY
GET SOME OF THAT INFORMATIONy INSTEAD OF YOU BRINGING US THIS
INFORMATION IT WILL BE OF GREAT HELF. I THINK YOUR POINT IS
WELL TAKEN.

A. WELLy I AM SORRY. I COULIDN'T CONTACT MRS,
SILINS, T0O» BECAUSE WHAT HAPPENED ISy I FOUND OUT AROUT THIS
MEETING IN YESTERDAY‘S FPAPERs AND THIS IS WHY I TOOK THE DAY
OFF ANDr CAME HEREs EBECAUSE I WANTED TO RRING TO YOUR
ATTENTION ~- BECAUSE IN MY OPINIONs A COUPLE OF THINGS WHICH
I MENTIONED ARE ERRONEOUS, THAT THE REVEREND SILINS INSISTED
THAT HE WAS SHOT BY A MAN IN CIVILIAN CLOTHESs ANL ALSO THAT
WILLIAM SMITHys IF HE WASN‘T MENTALLY COMPETENT» HOW COULD HE
ACCOMFLISH ALL THESE THINGS.

Q. WE APPRECIATE YOU COMING FORWARD. WHAT I
WOULD HOFPE WOULD HAPPEN IS -- DO YOU NNOW OF ANY WITNESSES

THAT WERE THERE ON THE SCENE AT THAT TIME®
A, AlL.L RIGHT, NO» THE FROEBLEM WAS THAT Al THE
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TIME THE SHOOTING OCCURRED WAS 2 O‘CLOCN IN THE AFTERNOON.
MRS. SILINS WAS WORKING: AND THE ONLY FEOFLE PRESENT IN THAT
AREA WERE THE FOLICE AND ALSO WILLIAM SMIIH.

Q. S0 NO ONE ELSE TO YOUR MNNOWLEDGE WAS THERE®?

A. NOT TO US» NOBODIY HAS COME FORWARD. EVEN SO
THEY ARE -—- THE BACKNYARD 1S VISIEBLE BY QUITE A FEW HOUSES IF
YOU LOON AT THE AREA ON CEDAR ANU 47TH» WHERE THE CHURCH IS,
BUT NORODY CAME FORWARII. MAYEE NOROLY WAS HOME.

REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE: EXCUSE ME:»
REFPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON.

AT THE TIME OF THE SHOOTING WAS REVEREND

SILINS WEARING THE --

A NOy HE WAS IN THE GARDEN» HE WAS WEARING
VERY»s VERY OLD' CLOTHING. 1IN OTHER WORDS, FROM THE LOOKS OF
IT, HE DIDN’T LOOK LINE A REVEREND OF A CHURCH. YOU SEE THIS

IS WHY THE FOSSIRILITY EXISTED THAT THE MAN IN CIVILIAN
CLOTHING WHO SHOT HIM THOUGHT THAT HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN ONE OF

THEM OR AN ACCOMPLICE EVENs AND THIS 1S A POSSIRILINY.
REFPRESENTATIVE WHITE!: SORRY» MK, RICHARDSON.
REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? NO PROBLEM.
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON:

Q. ANOTHER THING I WANTED TO GET TO IS! AT 2

D’CLOCKR IN THE AFTERNOON AT A7TH AND CEDAR: DID THE D.A.’S

OFFICE INVESTIGATE®
A WELLy THE H.A. WAS AKLEN SPECTOR. THE
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CONGREGATION WENT TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICEr ANU AS
FAR AS WE UNDERSTAND THEY FROMISED» ACCORDING TO THE HEADS OF
THE CONGREGATION, EUT TO MY ANOWLELGE NOTHING EVER HAMPENED.

Q. ARE ANY OF THOSE FEOFPLE AROUND?

A, YES, AS A MATTER OF FACT THEY ARE MENTIONED
IN -- I CAN LEAVE THIS NEWSPAPER ARTICLE WITH YOU.

Q. NOs NOs THAT IS NOT NECESSARY.

ARE ANY OF THOSE FARTICULAR PERSONS WHO

WERE IN THAT CHURCH AROUND NOW, 19787

A, YOU MEAN WHD WERE PRESENT IN THE HOSFITAL
WHERE MR. SILINS WAS?

Q. WHO WERE EITHER FPRESENT IN THE HOSFITAL OR
WERE PART OF THE GROUF GOING TO SEE ARLEN SPECTOR AEBOUT THE
INVESTIGATION.

A. ALL RIGHT. THE THREE MENTIONED IN THE FAPER
AND aALSO I ANOW PERSONALLYs» MR. GEIZIS» HE WAS THE HEAD OF
THE CONGREGATION. THE THREE NAMES MENTIONED ARE AUGUST E£.
GEIZISs GUNAR JIRGENs AND ROBERT KRARLSSON. THEY WERE THE
HEADS OF THE CONGREGATION WHO WERE AECTUALLY VISITING IN THE
HOSFITAL s AND ALSO HIS WINOW. RUT THE RESY? OF THE HEMBERS OF
THE CONGREGATION STAYED OUf BECAUSE THEY DIIN‘T WANT TO
BOTHER HIM» AND THEY HOFED THAT HE WOULD' RECOVER.

Q. PRIOR TO THIS INCIDENT IN 1973, IN MARCH OF
1972y MR. BERZINSy DID YOU KNOW FIRSTHAND OR DID YOU HAVE ANY
FIRSTHANDI INFORMATION ON THE PHILADELFHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
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AND ITS ATTITUDE TOWARDS CITIZENS AT THAT TIME®
A WELLy TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH AFTER THAT TIME

Q. NOs NOT THAT TIME» BEFORE THAT TIME. THAT’S
IN 1973, PRIOR TO MARCH 1973 WHEN THE INCIDENT A1 47TH AND
CEDAR CONCERNING REVEREND SILINS OCCUKRREDS I WANT TO KNOW
WHETHER OR NOT YDU HAVE aNY OFPINION ABOUT THE ATTITULE OF THE
FOLICE TOWARDS CITIZENS IN THE CITY.

A I -- MYSELFs HAD NO OPINION ANLI T DIDIN‘T
LIVE HERE. THE ONLY THING WAS THE CHURCH. S0 EVERYTHING
SEEMS 7O RE ORDERLY: BN IT WAS AFTER THAT HAFPENED IV
CHANGED THE WHOLE THING.

Q. WHAT HAS IT CHANGED TO NOW?

A. IN MY OPINION NOTHING HAS CHANGED's SINCE
‘73» 1 THINK YOU HAVE -- IF YOU READ THE NEWSFAFER ARTICLES
THE SAME THING IS CONTINUING.

Q. WHAT IS THAT?

A WELLs YOU READl ABOUT THE FOLICE
UNACCOUNTARILITY, THAT ANY TIME THE DISTRICT -- NOT THE
DISTRICT, THE COMMISSIONER IS QUESTIONED HE DOESN’T ANSWER;
AND IF HE DOESN’T ANSWER THERE'S NO WAY YOU CAN INVESTIGATE.

Q. 00 YOU THINR WE HAVE & GOOD POLICE
DEFARTMENT HERE IN THE CITY OF PHILADELLFHIA?

A PARDON ME?

a. DO YOU THINKN WE HAVE A& GOOD POLICE
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DEFARTMENT IN THE CITY OF FPHILADELFHIA®

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS!? THE QUESTION IS: WHAT
IS YOUR OFINION OF THE PHILADELPHIA POLICE®

A OHs IF WE HAVE A GOOD POLICE DEPARTMEN,

LET ME EXFLAIN THIS TO YOU THEN. I BRELIEVE

THAT IN ANY ORGANIZATION WHETHER I1’S & POLICE DEFPARTMENT OR
ANY OTHERs YOU HAVE THE RAD FART ANU THE GOOLD PART. NOWs IF
YOU ENCOURAGE THE GOOL* PARTys YOU HAVE A GOOR' FOLICE
DEFARTMENTS IF YOU ENCOURAGE THE BAPR FARTs YOU GET A RAD
FOLICE DEFARTMENT. IN MY OFINION:» SINCE RIZZO ANL
COMMISSIONER O’NEILL HAS REEN ADDED, WE DON’T HAVE A GOOD
FOLICE DEPARTMENT.

REFRESENTATIVE DUMAS! PO YOU HAVE ANY MORE

QUESTIONSs REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON®
REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? JUST ONE MORE.

R AS A MEMBER OF THE CITIZENS WHO LIVE IN THE
CITY OF FHILADELFHIA AND REPRESENTFING THE CONSTITUENT BROLY
HERE IN THE CITY OF PHILADELFHIAs FUBLIC SERVICE ELECTED
OFFICIALS? COULD YOU TELL US WHAT YOU FEEL THAT THIS
COMMITTEE COULD DO IN FORMAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO RESOLVE SOME
OF THE FPROBLEMS THAT ARE FACING US HERE IN THE CITY GF
PHILADELFHIA CONCERNING FOLICE VIOLENCE?

A WELL, WHAT I WOULLD LINE TO SEE IS THE FOLICE
WOULD COOPERATION WITH THE DISTRICT ATTORKEY’S OFFICEs AND

TURN OVER ANY COMFLAINTS FOR CLARIFICATION. IF THAT HAFPFPENS
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YOU WOULDN’T HAVE THE SUSFICION THAT EXIST NOWs THAT EVERY
TIME THERE IS A COMPLAINT THERE IS NO ANSUWER.

REFRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON? THANN YOU VERY
MUCH.,

A THANK YOU.

REPRESENTATIVE DUMAS: THANK YOUs MR. BERZINS,
FOR YOUR TESTIMONY. THERE ARE NO OTHER QUESTIONS FROM THE
FANEL .

(WITNESE EXCUSED.,)
I WANT TO THANK REVEREND WILLIAMS FOR

PERMITTING US TO CONDUCT OUR HEARING HERE. I WANT TO THANN
THE GUESTS THAT CAME ALONG TO TESTIFYs AND THE O1HERS THAT
CAME ALONG TO SPECULATE. IT WAS VERY NICE HAVING Al.lL OF YOU.
AND I WANT TO THANN YOU AGAIN.

(ADJOURNED AT 8150 O/CLOECN P. M.)
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