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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: We'll start the 

public tearing on the Pigeon Shoot Bill, House Bill 696. 

This is the House of Representatives Judiciary Committee. 

I am Chlirman, Tom Caltagirone. I would like each of the 

panel members and staff to identify themselves for the 

record starting to my left. 

MS. MANUCCI: Kathy Manucci, Secretary 

to the Committee. 

REPRESENTATIVE RITTER. Karen Ritter,.Repre­

sentative from Allentwon. 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER- Robert Reber, 

Represeitative from Montgomery County. 

MR. ANDRING. Bill Andring, democratic 

counsel for the Committee. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNAIXY: Chris McNally, 

Represeitative from Allegheny County. 

REPRESENTATIVE WOGAN. Chris Wogan, 

Represeitative Philadelphia. 

MR. DUNKELBERGER Paul Dunkelberger, 

Research Analyst. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: I want to say 

thank y>u to everybody that is in attendance today. 

I know :his is an extremely controversial issue. I 

would h)pe that everybody will maintain the proper decorum 

for thi3 hearing so we can get to the facts and allow the 



presentsrs to make their statements. And of course, 

the Committee members will have questions for those 

present:rs. We would like to start out with Representative 

Robert illen. 

REPRESENTATIVE ALLEN: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairmai. I have today three letters that I would like 

to read into the record at this hearing. The first is 

a letter from several members of the House of Representatives 

in the contiguous areas surrounding the Hegins Pigeon Shoot. 

It is to the Honorable Thomas R. Caltagirone, Chairman 

of the House Judiciary Committee. 

"Dear Mr. Chairman: 

"This letter is in regard to House Bill 696 

(banning pigeon shoots in Pennsylvania). We 

would like to advise you that the members of the 

House of Representatives that have signed this 

letter strongly oppose the passage of this bill. 

"It is our belief that the Hegins Pigeon 

Shoot, in Schuylkill County, held on an annual 

basis on Labor Day is a local community function 

that raises needed charitable funds used for the 

maintenance of local recreational facilities. 

"We feel that this is not a state issue 

but should be decided by individual communities 

on a local basis. Our constitutents by a large 



majority, favor this activity and we believe 

that the pa-sage of this bill would violate 

the rights of our local citizens' freedom of 

choice. 

"Thank you very much for consideration 

in this matter. 

"Signed - Bob Allen, 125th District, Fred 

C. Noye, 86th District, E. J. Lucyk, 123rd 

District, Ted Stuban, 109th District, Keith 

McCall, 122nd District, David Argall, 124th 

District, Merle Phillips, 108th District, 

Jeffrey Piccola, 104th District, Ronald 

Marsico, 105th District." 

I would like to read a second letter into 

the rec>rd from the National Rifle Association of America, 

Alan S. Krug, NRA Field Representative. 

"Dear Representative. 

"It has come to my attention that claims 

have been made that the NRA in some way supports 

H.8. 696, proposed legislation that would ban 

live bird (pigeon) shooting in the Commonwealth. 

This is not the case — the NRA has always been 

opposed to this legislation and remains opposed 

to it today. 

"The NRA will continue to oppose this 



legislation even if it is amended to limit the 

ban to the Hegins Pigeon Shoot or any other 

pigeon shoot. 

"Live pigeon shooting is a traditional, 

international shooting sport. It has many 

adherents worldwide. Although the NRA has no 

programs of this type, it does not object to them. 

"Passage of this legislation, however it 

might be amended to limit the various objections 

currently extant, would constitute a dangerous 

precedent that could lead to anti-hunting 

legislation in the future. 

"NRA's position on the issue of live pigeon 

shooting remains the same as always. Should 

you have any questions or wish to discuss the 

matter with me in more detail, please do not 

hesitate to give me a call. 

"Thank you." 

The third letter, Mr. Chairman, is from 

Mr. Robirt Tobash. He is a member of the Hegins Park 

Associa:ion Labor Day Committee and he is actually the 

chairmaL, working chairman, though he does not have a 

title. 

"Honorable Thomas R. Caltagirone: 

"Since 1934 the Labor Day Shoot has been 



very special for many people of the Hegins area. 

This event has been beneficial in that it has 

provided a facility that is used by many 

organizations and families throughout this 

community. Other towns and cities spend tens 

of thousands of tax dollars to provide a recrea­

tional facility such as the Hegins Park. Tax 

dollars do not support the Hegins Park. 

"The main objective of the Labor Day event, 

I believe this to be true, was and is to provide 

an activity for sportsmen who by choice want to 

compete with other sportsmen. Since these 

sportsmen, who love this sport, have supported 

our Labor Day for the past 54 years we would 

like to and feel obligated to continue this 

shoot for them. In many cases, father and sons 

and brothers spend time together at something 

they like and want to do. This shoot has gone 

on without police protection and has not caused 

any trouble for our community or any other people 

for the first 50+ years. There has never been 

any injuries to anyone all these years. Only 

in the past three or four years some people from 

out of the area have succeeded in drawing national 

attention along with demanding police protection 



costing taxpayers many tax dollars- These 

protestors came to Hegins trying to disrupt and 

criticize a local peaceful event. The sportsmen 

and local towns people stood by and watched 

and took their abuse. We were not breaking any 

law. 

"Probably the most rewarding of all is that 

the people of this community have learned to 

work together donating much time for a common 

cause. Young men, and in the past few years 

some girls, get paid for setting the traps. This 

has taught these young people the reward for 

working and the value of money and that shooting 

is serious and dangerous. These young boys and 

girls, contrary to what the protestors want to 

have you believe grow up to be hard working, 

professional and business people. 1 would 

challenge anyone to go to the large employers 
■ 

outside this community and ask them how they 

like the employees from the Hegins Valley and 
; 

how they compare them to other employees. 
"The 200 volunteers who donate their time 

each year strongly disagree with the proposed 
H.B. 696 and its potential interference with 
their rights. Also the rights of sportsmen who 



enjoyed this sport for hundreds of years." 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: For the record, 

Represeitative Jeff Piccola has joined the panel. Questions 

from an' of the members? 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA. Mr. Chairman, 

no questions, but I would just like to echo for the 

benefit of the Committee the remarks of Representative 

Allen. I represent a district that adjoins the Hegins 

Valley, northern Dauphin County and many of my constituents 

participate in the activities on Labor Day, and I have 

personally visited the shoot on Labor Day, and I would 

concur with the statements that Mr. Allen has made. 

REPRESENTATIVE ALLEN: Mr. Chairman, I 

have on; other thing. I have about 400 letters here 

for you. I will leave them with the staff. We have been 

getting them over the last few weeks I believe. Thank 

you very much. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you, Bob. 

The next person will be Dr. George Cave. 

DR. CAVE- Mr. Chairman, Committee members, 

thank you for the opportunity to testify before you on 

House BiII 696 to ban live pigeon shoots in Pennsylvania. 

I would just like to begin by making a couple of comments 

in response to Representative Allen's remarks. 



CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Excuse me, doctor. 

Let me lust ask. Do you have a prepared text? 

DR. CAVE: Yes, I do. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Go ahead. 

DR CAVE: Just a couple of preliminary 

remarks. Representative Allen referred to this event in 

Hegins as a local issue and not a state issue. The Hegins 

Shoot ii the only publicly held pigeon shoot in Pennsylvania, 

but tha: is not the only place pigeons are killed in 

Pennsylrania. They are also killed in gun clubs in 

other ptrts of the state. So, it isn't a local issue. 

It is a state issue. 

Secondly, regarding the community support 

for thi: event, I want to point out that in a newspaper 

interview this past year in the Lebanon Daily News, the 

founder, that is to say the descendant of the founder, 

Herman loleman, noted in a newspaper article in an 

interview that he could not give any justification for 

the shoot and that he had reached a point in his life 

where h; didn't want to see anything die. So that is 

coming from the founder of this tradition. 

My name is Dr. George Cave and I am 

President of Trans-Species Unlimited, a national animal 

protection organization based in Pennsylvania with 30,000 

supporters nationwide. Our organization initiated, and 



for the last three years has headed the effort to ban live 

pigeon shoots in the State of Pennsylvania. 

Today you will have the opportunity to hear 

from bo:h sides of the controversy, and following the 

testimoly to see for yourself, on film, the events that 

this heLring concerns. 1 respectfully urge you to remain 

or to rsturn to see that film, as it records what actually 

happens at live pigeon shoots far more graphically and 

objectirely than witnesses on either side could possibly 

do. YoL will be able to judge for yourself whether it is 

a sport or a bloodbath and whether events of this kind 

should continue in the State of Pennsylvania, or be banned 

as they are almost everywhere else in our country. 

This issue stirs hot emotions on both sides. 

Those o: us who believe that wanton, unnecessary cruelty 

is alwars wrong, no matter whether the animal is a popular 

or favored species, are outraged that this cruel spectacle 

could hLve continued without protest for more than 50 years 

in our state. 

Those who believe that they have the right 

to do atything they want to animals--no matter how cruel--

for amulement, profit, or simply to vent their aggressions, 

think t.at members of the humane community who are 

campaigting to end this cruelty have no right to interfere 

with thsir 54 year old so-called tradition. To maintain 



this tridition, some pigeon shoot supporters are willing 

to intilidate, vandalize, and even threaten the lives of 

those w>rking to stop the cruelty. X know this from 

firsthaid experience because I have been threatened twice. 

I have received two death threats as a result of my 

partici>ation in this effort. 

But pigeon shoots are not simply a private 

matter >f what people choose to do with their time. They 

affect :he lives and well-being of living, feeling 

creatur;s who also have some basic rights to be spared 

unnecestary suffering and torment. 

This is a concern which is we11-recognized 

and reslected within our cultural tradition. Deliberate, 

unnecestary cruelty is not acceptable behavior by the norms 
i 

of our society. Yet the Hegins slaughter, and others like 

it, hav: continued in violation of these standards of 

behavio:. It is time to set things right and bring 

Pennsylrania into compliance with publicly-held values. 

Our opponents can offer no persuasive 

argumen: at all for their position. As the testimony of 

the crutlty investigators here today will indicate, there 

is no qtestion about the suffering that these events entail. 

I mysel; was also a witness to the killing in Hegins on 

Labor DLy, 1986. In the course of my work with a national 

animal protection organization, I am exposed to a constant 



stream if depressing and horrifying information about how 

we humais inflict torment and misery on our fellow 

creatur:s for the most frivolous of reasons. Yet I can 

honestl' say that the pigeon shoots at Hegins rival the 

worst o: the atrocities we must deal with on a daily 

basis. 

In spite of the opposition of the NRA to 

this bill, the pigeon shoot issue is not a gun control 

issue. It does not ban the use of shotguns—merely their 

use for target practice with live animals. The fact is, 

the NRA routinely adopts a dogmatically antagonistic 

posture against any measure which would affect the use of 

guns in any way. 

Likewise, the pigeon shoot issue is not a 

pigeon control or disease control issue. At Hegins, 8000 

or more birds are killed in a single day. A large 

proport.on of these birds are purpose-bred for the explicit 

purpose of being shot. Such events contribute nothing to 

control of pigeon populations in urban areas. 

Nor are pigeon shoots a form of disease 

control. The absurdity of this claim which has occasionally 

been male is best indicated by what takes place every 

year at Hegins. If the birds killed at Hegins are disease 

carriers, why in the world would the community import 

8000 of them to a public event and even hire area youngsters 



to retr.eve dead and wounded birds thereby exposing their 

childre1 directly to infection by disease? 

Most importantly of all, pigeon shoots are 

not a hinting or sportsman's issue. There is nothing 

sportin5 whatsoever about releasing sluggish caged birds 

which htve not been fed or watered for several days, and 

mowing :hem down with a shotgun at a distance of 30 yards, 

often wlile they are hopping about on the ground, unable 

or unwi.ling to fly. And you will see the photographic 

evidenc! that that takes place every year in Hegins. 

Many hunters and other sportsmen recognize 

that pi;eon shoots are not sport. In a survey of sportsmen 

circula:ed last year to you by your colleague, Representative 

Levdans:y, almost half of the sportsmen surveyed said 

they were in support of the pigeon shoot bill. 

Finally, pigeon shoots are not an economic 

issue. Like resourceful country and small town people 

everywhtre, the people of Hegins are fully capable of 

putting together an annual community fund-raising event 

which wil1 bring honor rather than shame to their 

community. 

Our opponents, in short, can offer no 

justifi:ation at all for these events, except that they 

like to kill birds. But using living animals for target 

practics is no longer viewed by the majority of people in 



our socLety as acceptable behavior. 

Committee members: There is an overwhelming, 

clear plblic mandate in our state for the termination of 

these birbaric spectacles of cruelty. Representative 

Allen mentioned that he has 400 letters to present to 

you. I: you contact the Governor's Office, you will find 

out the:e has been 50,000 letters received from all over 

the wor.d to end these events. The issue has received 

unprecelented national media attention from coast to coast, 

earning our state the unflattering designation, "the 

shame o: Pennsylvania." Governor Casey, as I mentioned, 

has acknowledged receiving over 50,000 letters of protest 

against the pigeon kills and virtually every newspaper in 

our sta:e, as well as several major newspapers in other 

areas sich as the Cleveland Plain Dealer have taken a 

strong iditorial stand against these shoots and specifically 

urge yoi, as Pennsylvania legislators, to ban these 

events. 

The humane and animal protection community 

nationw.de, constituting an active political constituency 

of ten lillion people and 8000 organizations is unanimously 

allied •ehind our campaign to end these slaughters. 

Recentlr, Nevada, one of the few remaining states to 

legally permit pigeon shoots, passed a law banning them. 

And I m.ght add, if you know anything about Nevada, it is 



the las; refuge of the wild and woolly west. I think if 

Nevada :an do it, Pennsylvania can do it. 

We also believe that there is a clear 

majority of Pennsylvania legislators in support of this 

bill. According to the written statements of Pennsylvania 

legisla:ors who have committed themselves to a position 

on this issue, which we have on file, support for the bill 

outnumbsrs opposition to the bill by an almost three to 

one mar;in. 

In contrast to this overwhelming show of 

support for this legislation, our opponents constitute 

a tiny, if vocal minority, entirely unrepresentative 

of popu.ar public opinion. It is important to note that 

accordiig to the U.S. Department of Commerce figures, 

the tottl number of hunters nationwide constitutes only 

seven psrcent of the national population. Calling your 

attention to Representative Levdansky's survey of sportsmen 

once agLin, which indicated that half of the hunters are 

willing to publicly take a stand against pigeon shoots, 

this inLicates that by the most generous estimate, perhaps 

three psrcent of the general public would condone or 

approve of live pigeon shoots while 97 percent would 

oppose :hem. 

Yet up until now that vocal three percent 

has been permitted to block the public will and foil the 



public nandate for an end to these slaughters. 

Today, Committee members, we do not even 

ask for your vote in favor of the pigeon shoot bill. We 

ask for something far more modest: simply to give this 

bill a fair chance on the floor of the House and to report 

it out )f the Judiciary Committee. 

If the concerned public and humane 

communi:y loses a fair fight on the floor of the House, 

then so be it. At least the bill will have been fairly 

considered and defeated through due democratic process. 

I respe;tfully urge you to report House Bill 696 out of 

your Conmittee onto the House floor for a vote. Thank 

you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE. Thank you, Doctor. 

Would y>u please remain for some questions? Representative 

Blaum aid Mayernik have also joined the panel. Questions 

for the doctor? 

BY REPRSSENTATIVE PICCOLA: 

Q Dr. Cave, what is your view on the 

rattleslake roundups and the fish rodeos that the Fish 

CommissLon sponsors? 

A I am not aware of the fish rodeos, as 

you calL it. 

Q Let me describe one for you. The Fish 

CommissLon breeds trout. They release the trout into a 



very smill limited stream and then about 5,000 little kids 

come ar•und with fishing rods and in about ten minutes 

have caight all the fish in the stream. 

A Well, fishing of course, does not involve 

anythin; like the suffering like live pigeon shoots 

involve. The problem with the main cruelty issue we see 

in witnissing the shoot firsthand is the fact that the 

majority of birds, and 1 believe this is true from seeing 

it firsthand, the majority of birds is not killed 

instantly and they lie out on the fields, wounded, flapping 

their wings and you will see this in the film. There is 

several minutes between shooting rounds before they are 

gathere. up and then they are taken, their necks are 

broken, their heads are pulled off or they are stomped 

to death by the community's children. 

So, 1 don't think there is any comparison 

between the two situations. 

With regard to your other question about 

rattlesnake roundups, I know the Pennsylvania Fish 

Commission on that particular issue was very concerned 

about that and opposed that because of the danger of 

damaging the vertebrae of the snakes. So that is by 

no means unanimous approval of those kind of events by 

people involved in government wildlife management practices. 

Q You didn't answer my question. Are you for 



them or against them? X mean, my question I think is 

d e s i g n e i , you want to stop pigeon shoots today. What 

do you *ant to stop tomorrow? 

A I don't see our position on that issue 

is rele/ant to pigeon shoots. 

Q Well, you may not think it is, but X am 

asking i question. Are you choosing not to answer it? 

A No, I'll answer it. We don't approve of 

fishing either, but that is very, very low on the scale 

of abusis. So, you know, it certainly doesn't have any 

priority. 

Q You do not approve of fishing? 

A No, we do not approve of fishing. 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Chief Counsel to 

the Comlittee has a question. 

BY MR. INDRXNG: 

Q Just a couple of quick ones. You refer 

to a th:ee to one margin of legislators, Pennsylvania 

legisla:ors, who would oppose the pigeon shoot. How 

many reiponses do you have to come up with that figure? 

A I believe that I will have to look in our 

files. I believe this is accurate. If it isn't, I will 

provide you with the information. I believe that was 

based o i approximately 80 of House Representatives. 



Q Can you provide us that? 

A It was approximately 60 to 20. That was 

written statements we have on file. The rest were un­

committsd and as far as we know have not made --

Q Could you also provide us with the, the 

Committ:e which will be distributed to members, the details 

on the iurvey you referred to from Representative Levdansky, 

the num>er of people involved in that survey, the results? 

A Certainly. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Representative 

McNally. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: 

Q Dr. Cave, with respect to Mr. Piccola's 

questions, I take it that your concern is not directed 

towards the killing of animals so much as the way in 

which they are killed. Is that correct? 

A We are concerned with both, but in this 

particular case and the thing that is most objectionable 

is the tremendous cruelty involved and the suffering 

involved• 

Q And so I suppose on a whole range of 

animal welfare issues, for example, the training and use 

of pit bulls and other dogs for killing each other really 

as a contest or an amusement, that would be sort of along 

the same lines as this pigeon shoot. 



A I think that is a very good analogy to 

draw with dog fighting, yes. 

Q And so really the issue, at least as 1 

see it, is not sports so much as killing for amusement. 

Isn't tlat right? 

A That is correct. This is why X say that 

this is not a sport, it is not a hunt. Responsible 

hunters, 1 don't make any pretense that we like hunting, 

but the point is responsible hunters who know how to kill 

an animil cleanly, know how to shoot and track down and 

kill the animal as quickly as possible, that is an 

entirely different matter. The animal at least has a 

chance :o get away. There is some sport involved and 

there i; some commitment to causing as little suffering 

as possLble. This is simply target practice. This is 

like sh>oting fish in a barrel. There is nothing sporting 

at all ibout it. 

I think if you view the footage of what 

takes p.ace at Hegins, X don't see how any sportsman, 

any hun:er, who really, sincerely believes in the ethics 

that th>y say they subscribe to could possibly support 

an even: of this kind. It just completely contradicts 

the valles they claim to subscribe to. 

Q And with respect to, say, these fish round­

ups, I ;ake it that the fish the children catch would be 



eaten, Is that correct? 

A X would presume so, yes. 

Q That is generally regarded as a rather 

* legitimate function of sport for the purpose of harvesting 

* food. 

f A I think we have to make a distinction in 

terms of killing wild animals in general ranging from 
1 surviva1 killing as native American groups like Eskimos, 

> who have no other possible food source, and it is really 
1 a survival issue, to the most grotesque kind of killing 

of wild animals such as in pigeon shooting. Where it is 

not used for food, it is not survival, it is not sport. 

There is no reason to kill these animals. It is just, 

if you can consider it amusement. 

Q So you would agree that there is really 

no comparisen between a pigeon shoot and a fish roundup 

or something of that sort? 

A I think they are very different kinds of 

events. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Representative Reber. 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE REBER: 

Q Doctor, maybe you mentioned at the outset, 



what is your doctoral degree in? 

A My degree is in philosophy. 

Q Trans-Species Unlimited, do they subscribe 

to the game laws of Pennsylvania as being, in your mind, 

humane, in essence the killing of deer, pheasant, what 

have you? 

A I think the game laws offer some protection 

to animals that are hunted to prevent certain kinds of 

abuses, poaching, spotting deer, things of this sort. 

They do provide some protection. That is obviously a 

very conplex issue that has to do with wildlife management 

policy. We have problems with wildlife management policy 

because they proliferate game animals at the expense of 

other alimaIs and the habitat. We have problems with 

it from an environmental or ecological standpoint. 

Q With that in mind, not to interrupt you 

but for sake I might forget my trend of thought, if in 

fact th- pigeons that were being used for this pigeon 

shoot w»re pigeons taken from 15th and Market Street in 

PhiladeLphia, pigeons in areas where that wildlife 

managemsnt aspect is an issue and were the type of birds 

that were released for this, I think there might be some 

change, at least in my mind, of how you would have to view 

this in light of your most recent comments on wildlife 

managemsnt. 



A Well, pigeons are not really wildlife. 

Pigeons are tame. They are feral, which means they are 

sort of halfway between domestic and wild animals. This 

is really a cruelty issue in our view. Whether the 

pigeons are purpose-bred or whether they are gathered 

up from cities, the main issue is the fact that there is 

such un.ecessary infliction of suffering for something 

that is not sport and does not provide food. There is 

no justification for it in our mind. I think the fact 

tha.t the pigeonss many oo ftem aar epurpoe--red makes it 

a bit more offensive. The fact that if they were gathered 

up really wouldn't make any difference to the fact, the 

cruelty issue. 

Q Do you think, let me back track. Do you 

have any objection if this concept was embodied in the 

game laws as opposed to Title 18 Crimes and Offenses of 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Crimes Code? 

A If the events are prohibited, clearly 

prohibited from taking place, then I don't see any problem 

as to where the law is codified. 

Q One last question. You acknowledged in 

your testimony that Governor Casey has received over 

50,000 letters. What has been the Governor's response 

on this particular issue? 

A The Governor's, the only statement they 



have made to our organization is the Governor is in 

sympathy with your concerns. He has not, to the best of 

my knowLedge, come out explicitly and endorsed the bill 

or callad for passage. 

Q He has not. 

A As far as I know. 

Q In the 50,000 letters that he received 

have you seen any of the responses to those letters or 

is what you are alluding to a response to what you are 

inquiriig on the issue? 

A We have seen copies, many copies of the 

responses. 

Q They have tracked that particular statement 

that you have made as to what the Governor's position is, 

seems-t3-be position. 

A The responses are basically noncommittal 

in a poLite and encouraging way. In other words, he 

indicat2S our concern or the writer's concern is of 

consequsnce to him and he cares about the issue, but he 

has stoiped short of coming out and saying I fully support 

your po3ition and I want to see this bill passed. 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER: Thank you very much. 

Thank y)u, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: For the record, 

Represeatatlve McHale, and I'm not sure we mentioned 



Represe.tative Wogan also. 

REPRESENTATIVE WOGAN: You did, Mr. 

Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you, Dr. Cave. 

At this time I would like to have Key Bubbenmoyer and 

Edward Blotzer join us at the table. Since we are 

presenting pro and con, we might as well have both of 

you come up and Key can go first and then Ed will follow. 

Just identify yourself and who you represent for the 

court reporter. 

MR. BLOTZER: My name is Edward Blotzer, 

Jr. I am the Chief Humane Officer of the SPC on 

statewiie police matters. 

MR. BUBBENMOYER- My name is Key Bubbenmoyer. 

I residt in New Tripoli, Pennsylvania. I'm here to speak 

on behalf of the pigeon shooters today. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Key, would you like 

to star. first? 

MR. BUBBENMOYER. First of all, Mr. 

Chairma. and members of the Committee, I would like to 

thank you for the opportunity to allow me to testify here 

today. I have to apologize. I don't have any written 

format ir material to hand to you, but I will be happy 

to docutent any of my statements on a follow up or 

identify the sources which I quote. 



Let me just get my notes out here. First 

of all, a little background on myself. 1 have been a native 

Pennsyl•anian since birth. X was born in Berks County 

At a la:er on age in life moved to Lehigh County. I have 

lived iL Pennsylvania all my life. X was born and raised 

on a farm in a rural area and X live on a farm today. 

Although X am not employed in agriculture, X still enjoy 

the benefits that can be attributed to farming life. 

Today X am a financial consultant and X 

have my practice in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. I have been 

a member of numerous sportsmen's clubs, conservation 

organizations. 1 am a past chairman of Ducks Unlimited 

of Lehigh Valley. I have been actively involved in 

shooting competitively for approximately 15 years. I 

competed actively in international skeet competitions 

which are the game which we shoot in our Olympic events, 

and most of all, X have shot pigeons for 15 years. 

As a background, pigeon shooting, as we 

have-heard, is not only native to Pennsylvania. Pigeon 

shooting has a history that goes back approximately 150 

years. It started, as we roughly can figure, in England 

where they used to take the English bowler hat and place 

a bird under that and flip the hat over as a means of 

releasing the bird. Since that time it spread across 

Europe and into this country where it is now engaged in 



four coLtinents, 15 nations, and one of the 15 nations 

is the United States but where we have approximately 15 

states :oday that actively have pigeon shoots that 1 know 

of. 

As a matter of interest, something I just 

learned last year, pigeon shooting was an Olympic event 

practicid in the Olympic games up until the mid-forties, 

at whicL time according to NBC news, who was covering the 

games i. Seoul, Korea was discontinued because of trying, 

they weit to clay targets to use a more predictable, 

easy target for the competitors. That came from our 

televis.on. 

It is not a game of shooting fish in a 

barrel. It is by shotgun standards. It is a competitive 

sport. It is easily identified when you look at the 

results and the scores that come from the game. 

We make no bones about it, we do shoot 

birds. We heard testimony earlier from Dr. Cave that 

he witnessed cruelty in display. I don't see how anybody 

can go to one pigeon shoot and be an instant expert on it. 

Since i: has been practiced in the State of Pennsylvania, 

we have about 11 to 12 different clubs that participate 

in the sport. There are many counties across the state 

both on the east and the west coast, geographic regions. 

As we said, the common pigeon in this 



country was developed from the European rock dove. It 

was broight to this country as a domesticated bird and 

was eveltually released and that is why it is called a 

feral alimal. It is not indigenous to this country. 

As a qu)te from the Great Plains Agricultural Council 

UniversLty of Nebraska, the pigeon is probably the most 

importait bird pest associated with human habitation. 

As an entry to discussing this, I would 

like to read an introduction in a book entitled Pest Birds, 

written by Walter J. Weber, professional entomologist and 

environnental consultant. 

"Pigeons, starlings and English sparrows, 

these ttree birds have the potential for transmission of 

disease to humans and domestic animals as evidenced by 

numeroui laboratory tests and documented situations which 

have deaonstrated that these three birds are capable of transmLt­

ting. certain microbial and parasitic agents. This does 

not mea1 that all birds are bad birds. As a member of 

the Audibon Society, I recognize that the vast majority 

of the more than 8,000 species of birds are very beneficial 

and a great pleasure to observe. But unfortunately, the 

three p>st birds are obnoxious. Because of the disease 

agents :hey carry, the health hazards they create, the 

polluti>n they produce and the staggering economic losses 

they cal cause --" I lost my place, "because of the 



stagger.ng economic losses they can cause. 

In addition, Mr. Weber goes on to point out 

that, "'eral pigeons are not harmless birds. They have 

the pottntial for transmission of over 30 diseases to 

humans ilus another ten to domestic animals." 

The pigeons that we shoot are not purpose-

bred. ' have shot pigeons for 15 years and have been 

a c t i v e l r involved and I have never met a pigeon breeder 

or someiody that raises pigeons for shooting. All the 

birds are trapped. The birds are trapped in rural areas, 

on dair- farms where they can pose a definite threat to 

dairy firmers, horse farmers especially, and the majority 

of your birds are coming out of your cities. They are 

trapped in areas where they are posing not only a health 

threat, but economic concerns, primarily, grain yards, 

shipyarIs where grain is shipped in and out, food 

consump:ion places that turn agricultural products into 

use for human consumption. This is where the birds come 

from. If these birds were not shot, they would be poisoned, 

which is another standard practice which we employ in 

the sta:e to maintain the pigeon population. 

The birds, as I mentioned earlier, carry 

30 diseises. Six of those diseases, as documented, can 

cause diath to human beings. We are not saying all pigeons 

are distased but allowed to accumulate, we do know that 



they wi.1 create not only economic damage but do pose a 
health :hreat. 

At this time I would like to read to the 

Committse an introduction from a book written in 1905 

"If una[uainted with the rules governing pigeon shooting 

at the rarious clubs and reading several articles in the 

city pa>ers on pigeon butchery, one would naturally think 

the sport has been abused and that real and absolute 

cruelty has been practiced. Such, however, is not the 

case an1 the one making these statements has never visited 

the cluis and knows nothing of the conditions and rules 

governiLg pigeon shooting. They may believe their 

statements to be true, but they have nevertheless made 

the grossest errors." 

This is not a new issue that we are dealing 

with. This has been around since 1905 when this article 

was written. 

We are not teaching children to be 

insensitive. There is no barbarism. We are not there --

we are competing in a sport which has been around for 150 

years and practiced in four continents. 

May I submit to the Committee we are here 

today taIking about pigeons. If pigeon shooting is out­

lawed, what will we be talking about next time? Will it 

be pheasants? Will it be deer? We have heard from the 



opposit.on already they are opposed to any killing of any 

animals, be it fish, rattlesnakes, whatever. 

Thank you. I would be happy to answer 
any queitions. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Before we do that, 

I would like Ed to present his testimony and then the 

members can ask either of you any questions. Ed, if 

you wan: to go ahead with your presentation. 

MR. BLOTZER: Thank you, Mr. Caltagirone 

for the opportunity to appear before your Committee again 

and see you again personally. I think my activities are 

legendary in Pennsylvania and throughout the United States 

as a matter of fact. I am going to read from the prepared 

testimony-

It says, to the Chairman, members of the 

Committee, thank you for the chance to testify on this 

bill. My name is Edward J. Blotzer, Jr. and I am Chief 

Humane Officer and President of Animal Care and Welfare, 

a society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, and a 

member of the Federated Humane Societies of Pennsylvania. 

I have served in that capacity as the Chief Humane Officer 

for 20 years, 27 years total in the humane movement. 

During that time, I have investigated about 3500 complaints 

yearly comes through my desk of alleged animal cruelty 

and have prosecuted 2500 cases in the courts of this 



Commonwealth with about an 85-86 percent rate of success. 

This is the highest of any cruelty investigator in this 

state and perhaps even in the United States. Cruelty 

to animals is not a job for a timid person. I can tell you, 

ladies and (gentlemen, that these people that would abuse 

' animals, I would like for them sometime to get into my 

police car. Brother Mayernik there can tell you some of 

the areas in Pittsburgh, where it is a pretty high crime 
1 area, aid I doubt that these macho people, who would go 
1 into these areas where 1 go, that would go and shoot a 

defenseless bird, I doubt that they would have the courage 

or the guts to go into a place where 1 do after these 

criminaIs. 1 have had several murderers, rapists, child 

abusers, other kind of people that I have investigated 

for cruelty to animals. It is not a job for the timid, 

believe me. 

In that capacity, I have seen and investigated 

almost every kind of animal abuse that there was, from 

the liv2 burning of a dog in Jeannette, Pennsylvania to 

the drowning gnd danging go fnimals, ,tarvation no fnimals 

to the point of where they don't have the strength and 

the mus2les to pick themselves up and they die for these 

reasons and for the freezing, suffocation and other 

cruelti2S inflicted on them. I have a low tolerance for 

both child abuse and animal abuse, and I will tell you the 



reason why, ,ecause ehey yan't tefend dhemselves. I Ihink 

any red-blooded American has to feel the same way as I do. 

There is a definite relationship between animal abuse 

and chiLd abuse and people abuse. I have a study of it. 

I will give it to anyone of you gentlemen who want to 

give me your name, Son of Sam, Boston Strangler and so 

forth. They all got their starts on animals. 

Before continuing just let me state, 

first of all, that pigeons may sometimes be a nuisance, 

and if :hey are a nuisance, there is a humane means of 

controlLing the pigeons. It is called ornotrol. You 

don't hive to box them in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia or 

anywhere else. It is the humane means of animal control. 

It inhi>its birth is what it does. As far as the comment 

made ab>ut poisoning pigeons, you are not allowed to do 

that. 'ennsylvania state law prohibits the poisoning 

of any inimal, pigeons included, because the state law 

says any animal. 

And my political protege, I have had about 

35, 40 rears in the political arena, a protege of former 

Mayor Ltwrence, Governor Lawrence, and he signed that 

legisla;ion that if you are going to kill pigeons, they 

have to be killed humanely. That is a state law already. 

There ii no reason in God's world why these gentle birds 

must be treated so inhumanely in a civilized society in the 



year 1989. There is absolutely no reason for it by people 

who cal1 themselves sportsmen. Killing these animals for 

pleasure and fun. It is no sport in any sense to do this 

to these animals. As I told you before, it may not be my 

favorite animal, but there is no sense in this kind of 

* silly stuff. Nor are pigeon shoots an answer to the 

animal control problem as others will testify here today. 

I myself have viewed the Hegins Pigeon Shoot. 

I've seen it. They shoot at close range. The birds are 

waiting there to be shot are kept in cages on the killing 

' fields in the hot sun all day long without any food or 

■ water, cruelty to animals. A young boy puts a pigeon in 
1 a box about 30 yards away. Another person controls the 

^ strings which open the box the pigeon is in upon orders 

> from the gunmen. The gunmen tells him I am ready to shoot. 

' He has his gun aimed at that there box. The pigeon walks 

out, is blowed away, and if he ain't blowed away he suffers. 
1 The kids go and break his neck. The pigeon stumbles out 
1 of the box and does not always take flight. And these 

marksmen, if that is what you want to call them, the 

only animals I've seen get out in the air, they were 

relatively safe because these guys weren't very good shots. 

Sometimes it simply walks out and is shot on the ground. 

Most of the birds never even have a chance to fly away. 

They are shot a few feet off the ground at most. The few 



who do get in the air usually escape as the gunmen seldom 

are able to hit the targets in the air. Even before the 
( pigeon Ls released from the box, the gunmen is poised 
[ to shoot it as soon as it gets into his view. Some are 

' killed Immediately and others are wounded. I've seen 

> them flapping around on the ground there with the bullet 

wounds Ln them. These wounded animals then are picked up 

after savera1 minutes by young children 10 or 12 years old, 
1 it sure isn't teaching them respect for life, who pull 
1 their hsads off or ring their necks or kill them in some 

other wly and throw them in 55 gallon containers. Some birds 

which gst injured fly away from the killing fields but 

they mu3t suffer greatly an agonizing death with gunshot 

wounds. We found dead birds everywhere when leaving the 

fields. By the end of the day the fields are covered 

with th» bloody feathers and body parts of thousands and 

thousanIs of birds. And they call this a sport? What 

kind of sport is that? These birds don't have a sporting 

chance. There is no sport about it. 

When this type of cruelty is outlawed in 

our Comnonwealth, we will not be a pioneer in legislating 

this inlumane activity out of existence. Indeed, we will 

just be catching up. There are 14 other states, including 

some of the states which are Alaska, Arizona, Connecticut, 

Iowa, Missachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New Jersey, Ohio, 



Rhode Iiland, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia and Nevada. 

I have :opies of all the states here that have these 

outlawe1. In most other states these events are effectively 

banned inder existing state anti-cruelty laws which are 

written in such a way as to include pigeons. 

But in Pennsylvania pigeons aren't considered 

animals under the law. The game law doesn't protect them 

and the cruelty law doesn't protect them. If pigeons aren't 

animals, I'd like to know what they are. They certainly 

are not vegetables. They do bleed like other birds that 

are put down there in Hegins. 

I am a cruelty investigator in Pennsylvania 

and I l.ke to think I am a pretty good one. But the law 

in Pennsylvania tells me pigeons aren't animals so I can't 

do anytLing to stop this cruelty that goes on at pigeon 

shoots. Believe me, it is as bad as anything I've seen 

in all ty years of experience and it makes me ashamed 

of bein; a member of the humane species, that we as human 

beings allow this kind of stuff to go on. It kind of 

makes m; ashamed of our own species of animals. 

It is the will of the people in Pennsylvania, 

our newspapers in Pittsburgh and that area, they have 

come ou: editorially against these obscene activities. 

People ion't like this cruelty anymore than they like it 

when it happens to dogs and cats We are a nation of 



animal Lovers, and the humane movement is one of the 

fastest growing movements in the United States today, 

mostly >ecause of public demand to protect all our living 

creaturis. I am exceptionally proud to be a part of 

a movement to bring some humanity into being in our society. 

These psople that you see over on this side here, these 

are the people today, good friends that are trying to 

bring s)me kindness into this world of brutality. Those 

are the kind of people you ought to respect, have a lot 

of respect for. 

Opposition to this bill comes from vested 

interes;s who are not concerned about the morality of 

this is;ue, and it certainly is immoral, who just want to 

go on d>ing what they've been doing for the past 54 years. 

It is a good thing people didn't think like that about 

slavery when it was years ago. 1 guess we would still 

have thit. That was tradition in our country, too. 1 

guess tLere is a lot of things that went on in our 

country that we ought to be glad to get rid of. Hurting 

harmlesi animals, it offends everyone who has a sense of 

decency and compassion. 

It is time to bring Pennsylvania into line 

with the overwhelming majority of states which do not 

permit :hese events to legally continue. Pennsylvania is 

only one of a half dozen states where these events are 



allowed to continue. I am asking, as Mr. Cave did, let's 

be fair about this thing. Let's report it out of 

committee and let the House vote on it up or down, one way 

or the ather. I think if this goes on, this shame goes 

on, I wDuld feel sorry for the reputation of our 

Commonwaalth, because on this particular issue we don't 

have a good reputation throughout the world. I thank you, 

Mr. ChaLrman, for the opportunity. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: At this time we 

will ha/e questions from the panel. Representative Reber. 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER: Thank you. 

BY REPRSSENTATIVE REBER: (To Mr. Blotzer) 

Q Ed, I was kind of impressed with your 

description of how many actually get into flight and once 

they ara into flight and how many are actually hit. Let 

me ask fou this question. If the shooting was regulated 

in such a way that the bird had to be in actual flight 

at an a:tual height before discharge of the firearm 

could be carried out, would you see any --

A The answer to your question is no because 

it is n3t a necessary thing. It doesn't make sense at all. 

No sensi at all. Why don't they get clay pigeons? There's 

where, Lf you are talking about marksmanship, Your Honor --

Q I am not a judge. 



A I'm in court all the time. 

Q So am I. 

A You impress me anyhow. So I'll call you 

Your Holor. Anyhow, it is senseless. If you are going 

to be a marksman, why don't you use clay pigeons? If 

that's what they yant tt od oi shoot, ,g ohead dnd dd ohat. 

What do they want to do? They just want to see blood 

and guts and feathers in the air and dead. That is all 

they wait to see. Use clay pigeons. It makes sense. 

That is sport. 

(Applause.) 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER. That is all the 

ques tions. 

MR. BLOTZER:* I left my resume with you. 

I think if you look at my resume in the field of politics, 

labor, tews media, labor leader, engineer, member of 

Mensa, ill these different things, I probably have as 

many crsdentials as any man who testified before your 

Committse in my background. Take a look at it and see 

for you-self. As a matter of fact, when I passed my 

enginee*'s examination on the railroad, I memorized the 

whole book word for word, page by page which is something 

very fer people have ever done that I know of. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Representative 

McHale. 



REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairmai. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE McHALE. (To Mr. Bubbenmoyer) 

Q Is it Mr. Cahill, sir? I'm sorry, I didn't 

catch y?ur last name. Is it Keith? 

A The first name is Key, the last name is 

Bubbenmjyer. 

Q How do you spell Bubbenmoyer? 

A B-u-b-b-e~n-m-o-y-e-r. 

Q Thank you, sir. I may be looking at the 

issue ilaccurately, but you indicated in your testimony 

that if we ban pigeon shoots today, that the next time 

you appjar here it might be an attempt to be on deer 

hunting or pheasant hunting. And I guess from my 

perspec:ive, I see a clear distinction between deer 

hunting, pheasant hunting and the organized slaughter 

of pigeon shoots. I have been around weapons my entire 

adult lLfe. I took my first NRA safety course 25 years 

ago. I am currently qualified as an expert with a rifle. 

I support deer hunting. I support pheasant 

hunting. And if you were here today testifying on 

improveI habitat for pheasants so that we might encourage 

that sp>rt, I would be on your side. But when it comes 

to the irganized slaughter involved in pigeon shoots, 

I fail :o see the sportsmanship. 



Now you indicated that the birds that are 

used in organized pigeon shoots carry up to 30 diseases 

that are dangerous to human beings including six that are 

potentially fatal. And you indicated that there are ten 

additional diseases which can be spread from pigeons to 

other animals. Is that correct? 

A To domestic livestock. 

Q I see. What sanitary precautions do you 

take at the time of an organized pigeon shoot to control 

the danger of disease? If these birds are so dangerous, 

do the people who handle them wear rubber gloves? Do 

you separate the birds from the human beings who are 

present at these shoots? If they carry such dangerous 

diseases, compelling their destruction in the manner that 

' you folks engage in, what kind of sanitary procedures do 

you adopt to prevent the spread of disease at the 

organized shoots? 

A First of all, I didn't say that all birds 

have the disease. Obviously, the domestic pigeon has 

capabilities of transmitting up to 30 diseases and there 

has been reported incidents, as documented by the Atlanta 

Center for Disease Control, that this has happened. What 

we generally do at most pigeon shoots, we have boys 

wear glDves. Some of them will wear respirator masks. 

Q Is that common that the people who attend 



wear re3pirator masks? 

A At some of the clubs they do that. You 

know, I can't tell the people in Hegins Park how to dress 

or what to wear. 

Q I think my question is a legitimate one. 

You emplasized the danger to human health and safety from 

these bLrds. My question has to do with protection you 

adopt t> guarantee that these diseases, which you have 

cited, ire not spread at these events. And I have seen 

photogriphs and I have seen videotapes of these events 

and I hive seen no masks and 1 have seen no young boys 

wearing gloves. What I have seen is direct human.contact witj 

the very birds that you describe as being so dangerous. 

A And what 1 am saying is you have seen 

photogriphs and tapes from one event one time. 

Q And you are saying that these masks are 

commonly worn? 

A At some of the clubs, yes. 

Q Representative McNally raised a very good 

questioL. Specifically at your shoot are masks commonly 

worn? ire gloves normally worn by the people who are 

in contact with the birds? 

A At my shoot? 

Q Yes. 

A I don't have a shoot per se but at two or 



three of the private clubs or whatever that I belong to, 
i 

yes, we have the boys wear gloves. 
Q I don't mean boys. I mean people who are 

' in attendance. 

A Well, people who are in attendance aren't 
next to the pigeons. 

Q At least from the pictures that I have seen --

A You have seen pictures from one event, 

one shoot. At many of the shoots, the pigeons, the 

live pigeons, aren't anywhere in sight. 

Q How are they shot that they are not in 

sight? 

A They are in what is described as a pit 

or basement underground and the traps are loaded from 

underground. They are not even up on the surface. 

Q I don't want to belabor this. I have 

seen maay photographs and many videotapes of pigeon shoots. 

I have yet to see a mask being worn by anybody. 1 

have sesn many young boys carrying dead pigeons. I have 

not seei any of them wearing gloves and 1 am not sure 

that the answers are as candid as they might be in 

response to my questions. 

I think we have an inconsistency here in 

that th3 birds that are being described as extremely 

dangerous, but in contrast very few sanitary conditions 



are obssrved at these events to prevent the spread of these 

alleged diseases. What do you do with the birds once 

they ars killed? 

A The birds are disposed of. Basically they 

are ineLible because we wouldn't take a chance. They 

are useI for fertilizer. 

Q Well what is the process? Do people wear 

masks aLd gloves and go out and bury these things? 

A They wind up at rendering facilities. 

Q At what? 

A At rendering facilities. 

Q What are rendering facilities? 

A Any part from meat processing, inedible 

animal 'arts go to make like fertilizers or protein or 

it is cooked down at a very high degree for several hours 

and tha: is what they do with everything. Your off-falls 

from beef or chicken slaughter or whatever, all goes to 

a rendering plant. 

Q Maybe if we could bring this event down 

to perh.ps more simple language. X have seen films that 

correspond to what has been described by the gentleman 

seated to your right. The birds have been blown out of 

the air and land on the deck. Young boys go out not wearing 

gloves, pick up the birds and retrieve them from the field. 

Now, is that an inaccurate description? 



A The birds come out of a box, they are shot. 

I would1't say they are blown away. 

Q But you haven't worked with the shotguns 

that I lave worked with. 

A I think I have. It is illegal to shoot 

a pigeoI on the ground. It just doesn't count for your 

scores Lf you shoot a bird on the ground. So the birds 

are in :he air. They are shot. Yes, they are retrieved. 

Somepla:es the boys have gloves and someplaces they don't 

have gl>ves. 

REPRESENTATIVE MCHALE: I would suggest to you if 

argumen:s are valid that these birds are such severe 

threats as disease and microbiotic carrying creatures, 

that pe"haps some serious sanitary precautions be taken 

at thess kinds of events should they be allowed to 

continus. Because I don't think we can say in one breath 

these a:e terrible creatures, disease carrying threats 

to humai health and safety and even pulling up the 

potential of death and then in the next breath send ten 

year olI boys out to ring their necks. And I just don't 

see tha: consistency. 

Now I don't want to monopolize my time here. 

I will :lose at this point. You quoted from an article 

as writ:en in 1905. I would remind you that in 1905 

we were still hunting hawks here in Pennsylvania. The law 



improve3 along with our changing what is viewed to be 

ethical as opposed to that which is now viewed to be 

unethical. Most of us have changed our views as a society 

since 1)05 and I think perhaps the day has come to have 

such a change of viewpoint with regard to live pigeon 

shoots. 

I will close with this statement. I meant 

very siicerely what 1 said earlier. If you were here 

today oi behalf of genuine sportsmanship, pheasant 

hunting for instance, 1 would be the first one to support 

you, ani that might offend some of the other folks here 

in the audience. If you were here today fighting for 

better labitat, a real problem in Pennsylvania for 

pheasan:s, I would be standing with you. But we are 

talking about releasing birds to a certain slaughter 

out of :he box, I fail to see the sportsmanship in that. 

Thank y>u, Mr. Chairman. 

(Applause.) 

BY REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY. (To Mr. Bubbenmoyer) 

Q Mr. Bubbenmoyer, I have a couple of 

questiois. Are you familiar with the pigeon shoot that 

takes pLace on Labor Day in Hegins, Pennsylvania? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you attended that particular pigeon 

shoot? 



A Not in the last five years, but prior to 

that, yes. 

Q And when you did attend, did the boys 

that haLdled pigeons at the Hegins Pigeon Shoot wear 

gloves and other sanitary, take other sanitary precautions? 

A Not that I know of. 

Q Why would clubs or the people in Hegins 

use pigions? Apparently pigeons are the preferred 

target. Why not the other two, one of the other two 

species that you said were pests, starlings and sparrows? 

A I can't answer that. 1 mean, it has always 

been pi;eon shooting as I know it. 

Q Well, if I could make an observation, 

I am no: an ornithologist, but 1 am familiar with sparrows 

and starlings because they are very common birds. Pigeons 

are not very agile flyers from what I can tell, 

particularly compared to sparrows and starlings. It 

seems to me that perhaps pigeons are preferred targets 

because they are easier targets to hit. Would you agree 

with that? 

A Absolutely not. You know, if I can quote, 

we are taking a lot of observations here today that clay 

target is a really tough sport and if you were a true 

marksman, you would shoot that. To make a statistical 

analysis for you at the biggest trap shoot in the United 



States leld last year, which is called The Grand American., 

held in Vandalia, Ohio, there was 2,883 participants. 

Of those 2,883 participants that participated in the 

one mai1 event, which is you shoot 200 targets in segments 

of 25 tirgets each, out of the 200, 400 people scored or 

broke, is they say, 99 percent or better. Thirty of 

them of those 400 people had a score of 200 perfect. 

They weit on to have a shoot off where the winner 

finally broke 624 out of 625. That is trap shooting. 

At the Jorld Pigeon Shoot in 1937 held in Spain, the 

world clampionship, there was close to 1100 entrants 

shootinj a contest of 25 birds. Out of 1100 people, 

the same people that traveled the trap shooting circuit 

and sho>t at the different competitive shotgun games, 

out of .100 people one person scored 25 straight or 

a perfe:t score. It is the same shooters, the same 

type in comparison the same people. There is no way that 

anybody that understands shotgun shooting or competes with 

a shotein will say that pigeon shooting is an easy sport 

or a trip is much more difficult 

Q Are the rules of the world trap shooting 

champioLship the same as the trap pigeon shoots, not the 

trap sh>oting but the live pigeon shoot in Spain, the 

distance between the target and the marksman. Those are 

the sama basic criteria in both contests? 



A Basically. They are run differently but 

the dis:ance is the same. 

Q How do you mean they are run differently? 

A You shoot one bird at a time in Europe. 

Whereas, in this country, we might shoot three or four or 

five whin you are on position to shoot. 

Q And is it true that you, in the Hegins Live 

Pigeon Shoot, 8,000 birds are shot in a single day? Is 

that ac:urate? 

A There will be a gentleman from Hegins 

testifyLng after me and I would think he could better 

answer :hat question. 

Q What about if the two or three clubs that 

you par:icipate in live pigeon shoots, how many pigeons 

might you shoot in a single day? 

A A thousand, 1500. 

Q How many get away? 

A Say about ten percent, 15 percent, somewhere 

around :here. 

Q So it sounds as if a large percentage of 

the marismen that participate in your club shoot are 

shootin5 at a rate of 90 percent or better? 

A I'd say so, yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY. It sounds as though 

you migLt have better pigeon shooters in your clubs than 



in the /orId championship in Spain. I suppose that, you 

know, I can't agree with your main theme in your testimony 

that thLs has something to do with animal control or 

disease control. It strikes me that this is killing for 

amusemeit. I doubt very much that if your club substituted 

clay targets for live pigeons that somehow the amusement 

would bi gone. I think that the attraction for shooting 

live pi'eons is that they are live animals and that they 

are somahow an attraction of killing a live animal. 

Nothing about the setting of the pigeon shoots or the 

disposi:ion of the pigeons after they are shot or the 

way in which they yre eollected dndicates shat there ei 

any othjr purpose than just that particular idea of killing 

for amusement. Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you. Do you 

have a luestion, Jeff? 

BY REPR2SENTATIVE PICCOLA: (To Mr. Bubbenmoyer) 

Q Mr. Bubbenmoyer, your testimony was somewhat 

at variance with Dr. Cave's and some other information that 

I recei/ed, that the pigeons that are shot you indicated 

are not bred for that purpose. That they are all trapped 

as far is you are aware of? 

A That is correct. 

Q And you have no information anywhere that 



would iidicate chat they are bred for the purpose of 
1 being used in the pigeon shoot? 

' A That is a blatant lie. There is no such 

thing a3 a purpose-bred pigeon for pigeon shooting. 

Q That conforms with everything that I have 

heard u) until Dr. Cave's remarks this morning. Are you 

at all familiar with the breeding of pigeons for any 

purposef 

A I have friends in what they call racing 

pigeons. I have lived on a farm all my life so 1 have 

been ar)und them. 1 don't know how extensive. 

Q But you are not aware of any of them that 

have brid pigeons for shoots? 

A 1 know where all the shoots are. I have 

been to all the shoots. 1 know all the bird suppliers 

and none of them raise pigeons. 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA: Thank you. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE WOGAN: (To Mr. Bubbenmoyer) 

Q Mr. Bubbenmoyer, you mentioned that pigeons 

are not indigenous to North America. Do you know if 

pigeons have any natural predators in the wilds in North 

America or in urban areas? 

A The only thing that I know that would be 

like harks and owls. 

REPRESENTATIVE WOGAN: Mr. Blotzer, you are 



shaking your head. Is that so? 

MR. BLOTZER. That is true. 

REPRESENTATIVE WOGAN: Hawks and owls? 

MR. BLOTZER: Yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE WOGAN: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you, gentlemen. 

At this time I would like to call Herman Clemens and 

Ms. Dani Stuchell. For the record, if you would indicate 

who you are and who you represent. 

MR. CLEMENS: Mr. Chairman, I am Herman 

Clemens of Pine Grove, Pennsylvania. With your permission, 

sir, I rould like to give a copy of my prepared statement 

to the ianel. 

MS. STUCHELL- My name is Dana Stuchell. 

I am testifying in place of Barbara Parnell, who could 

not be here today. I will be reading her testimony for 

her. 

MR. CLEMENS. Mr. Chairman, members of 

the Judiciary Committee, I thank you for the opportunity 

to spea: on the issue of HB 696 or more specifically 

Pigeon Shooting. 

I am Herman W. Clemens from Pine Grove, 

Pennsylvania. However, I was born within eight miles of 

the sit; of the Hegins Labor Day Shoot. I am here as a 

citizen, sportsman and legislative chairman of the 



Tulpeho:ken Rifle and Pistol Club of Fine Grove, 

Pennsylrania with an active membership of 250. 

Since my earliest days of memory, I looked 

forward with eager anticipation to the Coleman Memorial 

Shoot. It was, and is, a time when friends and relatives 

would c>me home, gather for fun; food and fellowship at 

the sho>t. For 54 years this worthwhile event has taken 

place wLthout incident, providing an opportunity for 

friends and family to reunite, enjoy the shoot and support 

the HegLns Park Association. 

Profits derived from the shoot are used for 

the instaalation and maintenance of recreational facilities 

for the youth and citizens of the community. 

This shoot, since its beginnings, has been 

hosted and supported by various churches, Sunday schools, 

fraternil organizations and other groups concerned with 

the wel:are of the community. It attracts participants 

from al. walks of life within and without the borders of 

the Uni:ed States. Fred Coleman himself was a world 

renowneI trap shooter, who demonstrated his talent for 

heads o: state. A complete account of the life of Fred 

Coleman and the history of the shoot is available through 

the Heg.ns Park Association. 

Why then, should such a beneficial activity, 

with su:h a historic background be under attack by those 



outside the community with no real understanding of the 

local hsritage and tradition? It is my opinion that the 

proponeits of HB 696 have no regard for individual rights 

or the rights of the local community to govern itself 

without outside interference. Indeed, it is my belief 

that th.s historic shoot is but a test, a building block 

for thele professional protestors who have greater 

objectires. If they succeed in stopping this shoot, the 

stage wil1 be set to use this example as a precedent to 

stop sililar shoots and events throughout the state, and 

whereve• they are held in this country and abroad. Next 

will cole regulated shooting preserves, game farms and 

ultimatily the very sport of hunting itself. 

Many of those who champion this bill have 

protestid within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and in 

other states against hunting, crapping and businesses that 

deal in animal products such as furs. In fact, some of 

those who claim theirs is a high moral cause, engaged in 

stealin; park property, vandalizing some of the recreational 

equipmeit and then brag about their misdeeds to the news 

media. 

And I have with me a copy of a news article 

in whic. that occurs. Animal Rights Group claims it took 

traps. And it is available to any of you gentlemen. It 

has been taken out of a syndicated paper. 



What irony then, that we should find 

ourselvis defending this legitimate and very worthwhile 

event, rhile those who protest and break the law are free 

to go f:om community to community, and cause to cause, 

attemptLng to inflict their will on others. 

Attempts to cause an incident have failed, 

so proponents of HB 696 have turned to the legislative 

process to impose the wishes of a few on the public. The 

good pe)ple of Hegins and surrounding areas have been 

injured by the actions of these protestors, and the Park 

Associa:ion has suffered the loss of revenue through their 

acts of intimidation. The tolerance, restraint and general 

attituds toward these protestors has been exemplary. 

I would like to read a quote that is not 

in my prepared statement. But earlier Dr. Cave alluded 

to the fact that we are the type of folks that could be 

involveL in brutality and so forth and that there is a 

potentitl for some human harm here. I am reading from 

the Sunlay Grit, which you well know is a Williamsport 

paper. This is a letter to the editor. I'm sorry, not 

a lette: to the editor — yes, it is. It is opinion, 

and it ras submitted by Dr. George B. Cave, President of 

Trans-Stecies, unlimited. And it will be available to 

you fol:s. It is documented June 21, 1987. I won't bore 

you witL the entire letter. The important part of it is, 



the titLe is Help Avert Disaster. We get down to a 

paragra)h it reads as follows, and they were attempting 

at that time to have the Legislature stop the pigeon 

shoots. It says, "If the Legislature fails to act on 

this biLI within the next few weeks," and the bill was 

HB 455, "it is safe to say that the bloodbath held in 

Hegins rill be repeated for the 54th time." That is 

referen:e I'm sure to the pigeon shoot and there is a 

hyphen Lnd then it says, "and this time around it may 

include harm to humans as well if another explosive 

confron:ation occurs in Hegins." 

Ladies and gentlemen, I respectfully submit 

to you :hat there has never been a confrontation on the 

part of the people at the shoot and there will be none 

unless .t is provoked by those who come there to cause 

an inciLent. 

The people of the Hegins Valley are known 

for the.r hospitality, honesty and work ethic, which you 

heard tsstimony to earlier. They are people who respect 

the rigits of others and ask only for treatment in kind. 

And if you will indulge me, I would like 

to read one more letter. This letter came from one of 

the fol:s who protested who was bused in from the State 

of Connicticut, not even a resident of Pennsylvania. 

This pe'son had some second thoughts when they went home 



after they had protested at the shoot. The letter begins, 
"A letter to the people of Hegins. It is the way of life 
that you have always known here among the beautiful 
mountaiis and valleys of Pennsylvania. It is the teaching 
of your forefathers, a teaching you first heard when you 
were very young. As young and away as the very young 
birds who were stopped in their flight or kept from 
flight >y gunshot on Labor Day. But animals feel pain. 
Birds fsel pain. Every living creature with a nervous 
system feels pain. 

Enclosed is a small donation. May it be 
used fo: the maintenance of your park and serve at least 
as a li:tle apology for whatever unkindness we showed you 
on Labor Day." 

The lady signed the letter and it is 
availabLe. I don't have her permission to use this, but 
I am su:e it is public knowledge. It was printed in the 
newspapir and it is available to you as well. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Will you please 
submit :hose letters to the court reporter? 

MR. CLEMENS. Yes. I will do that. 

If I would continue, sir. 
There is virtually no crime in this rural 

farming community, which refutes the protestors1 charges 
that pijeon shooting fosters violence. There are more 

[ 



noble causes for them to pursue, have they been active 

against murder, rape, drugs, or in changing the plight 

of the lomeless and starving? 

The killing of pigeons is really a non-

issue. It is a well known fact that in addition to the 

diseasei carried by the common pigeons, large sums of 

money a:e spent by federal, state and local governments 

to pois>n or otherwise rid their buildings of this damaging 

pest. 'igeon shooting was also an Olympic event. 

We have seen many of our rights and traditions 

lost or taken away over the years without just cause. 

This Cotmittee has a golden opportunity to send the message 

that lo:al rights, individual freedom and the guarantees 

provideL for in our constitution are still in good hands 

in Pennsylvania. 

I resent the implication by other testimony 

that I .m included in animal abusers, dog burners and 

rapists by the way. 

On behalf of all who support the Coleman 

Shoot aid those who believe in local rule, I respectfully 

appeal to you to insure that bills such as HB 696 are 

aborted before they cause further damage. 

Again, I thank you for the opportunity to 

present our views. I am at your service to answer any 

questiois you may have. Thank you. 



MS. STUCHELL: Before I read Mrs. Paznell's 

testimoiy, I must make a comment on the letter to the 

editor :hat this gentleman just read from. The way he 

read it, he insinuated that Dr. Cave was talking about 

violence to the people who were shooting the birds. That 

is certlinly not the case. What he was talking about was 

violence to the people opposing the shoot. This is 

somethilg that has cropped up again and again ever since 

we firs: learned about the event at Hegins and tried to 

stop it. 

Many of our people have been threatened 

with vi>lence and harassment in various ways, and I will 

not go .nto the details because 1 don't think it is 

appropr.ate here. But there were some very serious 

threats made to several of the people who went to the shoot. 

During :he shoot, when we protested at Hegins, people 

exercisid great restraint under very tense circumstances 

when so-called sportsmen were walking around with beer 

in one tand and a gun in another actively harassing 

protest>rs. We are a completely non-violent organization. 

That is what animal protection means. It means we are 

against violence, not just to non-humans but to humans 

also. Fell I really resent the insinuations made by 

this geitleman that we would ever lift a finger against 

any human no matter what they were doing to animals. 



I would like to start with Mrs, Parnell's 
testimoly. 

"Mr. Chairman, Committee members, my name 

is Barbara Parnell. 1 appreciate the opportunity 

to testify before you today in favor of House 

Bill 696 to ban live pigeon shoots in Pennsylvania. 

"I am a licensed cruelty investigator in 

Schuylkill County and an employee of the Hillside 

SPCA which serves the Hegins, Pennsylvania area. 

1 have personally been a witness to the annual 

Labor Day pigeon shoot in Hegins. 

"I speak on behalf of the many area residents 

of Schuylkill County who oppose this event and 

others like it, but who in many cases are 

reluctant to speak out or come forward to oppose 

these events for fear of conflicts with their 

neighbors and the problems which public 

opposition to this event, which has been going on 

for 54 years, entails. Many of us who have spoken 

out have been harassed threatened, and sometimes 

made to feel disloyal to our community. 

But loyalty to traditions which perpetuate 

cruelty is no virtue, and there is no question 

that shoots like the one held in Hegins each year 

are unspeakably cruel. As a licensed cruelty 



investigator with experience in investigating 

cruelty cases with dogs, cats, and other animals, 

I can only echo the previous testimony of Mr. 

Blotzer in saying that these events are among 

the cruelest that I have ever witnessed. As a 

cruelty investigator, one has to harden oneself 

against what one sees or else it would be 

impossible to do the job, but I can tell you in 

all honesty that what I saw take place in Hegins 

was among the hardest spectacles of cruelty 

and brutality X have ever had to witness. To 

realize that our Pennsylvania anti-cruelty laws 

are written in such a way as to not include these 

poor birds under their protection makes them 

seen a mockery. To stand helplessly on the 

sidelines and watch animals being systematically 

shot and wounded by the thousands with barely 

a prayer of escaping from the shooters' guns, 

made me feel ashamed to be a resident of Schuylkill 

County and made me ashamed as a human being of 

what we humans are capable of in the name of 

'sport.' To watch the birds lying on the ground, 

their wings flapping in agony only to die by 

having their heads pulled off or being stomped 

to death is enough to sicken and disgust any 



normal human being. 

"Other witnesses have addressed the supposed 

issues of gun control and pigeon control, so 1 

will pass over that, as the arguments given for 

continuing the shoots on this basis are completely 

' hollow and false. 

"But X would like to bring up two other 

issues which are very important: the supposed 

economic benefits of the shoot to the community 

of Hegins, and the effect an event of this kind 

has on the developing attitudes of the children 

in the community. 

"The Hegins Shoot has been defended as a 

fund-raiser for the local park. In the first 

place, the park in Hegins is not a public 

facility, but is privately owned, contrary to 

what is generally believed. 

"But more importantly, the claim that the 

shoot itself raises funds to maintain the park 

is simply false. In fact, it is the concessions 

which raise the funds. When the cost of 

purchasing the birds and setting up the equipment 

for the shoot is taken into account plus paying 

the young boys to finish off the birds, the 

shooter fees do no more than cover the costs at 



most. 

"But it is obvious that communities 

throughout this Commonwealth and throughout 

this country are able to organize community fund-

raising events with concession sales which help 

maintain public facilities without killing 8000 

animals in the process. It is not difficult to 

think of many alternative events which could be 

just as financially profitable for the community. 

Fairs, arts and crafts festivals, carnivals, 

and athletic tournaments are just a few of the 

many possibilities. 

"As a cruelty investigator, I am also very 

concerned, not only about the suffering of the 

animals in events of this kind, but also about 

the impact this has on the community's children. 

Numerous studies have documented a history of 

cruelty and animal abuse during the childhoods 

of convicted violent criminals. 

"What message does it give our children to 

encourage them to attend an event promoted as 

family fun and entertainment whose featured form 

of entertainment is the completely unnecessary 

and cruel slaughter of thousands of animals 

from dawn till dusk? And what message does it 



give our children to actually hire them to pick 

up wounded birds and pull their heads off or 

break their necks? By the time dark falls on 

the Hegins shoot, these children have had the 
1 brutalizing experience of having personally killed 
1 literally hundreds of animals in the most savage 

ways imaginable. 
1 "When 1 have recounted what goes on at Hegins 
1 to friends and other cruelty investigators in 

' the humane movement, their reaction is one of 

near-disbelief and horror. 1 feel that it makes 

my work in trying to halt cruelty to dogs and 

cats a mockery, when at the same time, this 

cruelty to birds goes on year after year and the 

Legislature fails to act to stop It, in spite 

of the hue and cry which has gone up all over 

the country to stop it. 

Committee members, Mr. Chairman, this is a 

tradition which has gone on far too long. 1 

am proud of being a Pennsylvanian and a resident 

of Schuylkill County but 1 am ashamed of what 

goes on in my county year after year while this 

piece of legislation remains stuck in your 

Committee. Please take action now to put an end 

to these barbaric killings which have become 



known throughout the country as the "Shame of 

Pennsylvania." 

"Because of these events, Pennsylvania 

risks gaining the reputation in the U.S. which 

Spain now has among the nations of Europe as 

a result of the continuation of their bloody 

bullfights. It risks being considered as a 

state where there is no respect for compassion 

and humane treatment of animals, where a 

'tradition1 which offends and outrages the values 

of other Americans everywhere is allowed to 

continue because legislators fail to act. 

"We in the humane community and the general 

public at large want this shame to end. Please 

give this bill a fair chance by reporting it out 

of your Committee onto the House floor for a 

vote. Thank you." 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you. Members, 

Jeff. 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA: Mr. Chairman, 

thank y>u. Thank you, Mr. Clemens. I am glad you raised 

the poiit that you did in your testimony because I wasn't 

going t) say anything. I was going to let Mr. Blotzer's 

comment; pass, and I see Ms. Parnell raised the same issue, 

but I would like to come to the defense of the constituents 



of Reprisentative Allen and my constituents who live in 

the sam3 neighboring type of community. The implication 

that be:ause they permit such an activity in their 

communi:y, that they are somehow more prone or are child. 

abusers or are more prone to criminal activities is 

absolutsly absurd. 

Ma'am, I can tell you that if we had the 

same kiid of people that you have in the Hegins Valley 

and Powill Valley and northern Dauphin County throughout 

the Comaonwealth of Pennsylvania in some of our larger 

cities, we wouldn't have a lot of the problems we have in 

this sttte. And 1 can tell you that for a fact-. 

So we can disagree on this issue maybe 

whether this activity should go on or shouldn't go on, 

but let us not besmirch the reputations of the people that 

live in these small rural communities. Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

MS. STUCHELL. Can 1 respond to that? 

I don't think Mrs. Parnell, as 1 read her testimony and 

1 remem>er it, said anything bad about any of the residents 

of Hegiis. In fact, she said she was proud to be part of 

that community. But it was this one event that she was 

very mu:h ashamed of. And she mentioned objective studies 

linking cruelty to animals with cruelty to humans. 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA: I don't deny that 



those s:udies exist and I can probably find studies to 

prove m>st anything we want to prove. I know the people 

of the legins Valley. I know the people of northern 

Dauphin County that live just adjacent to the Hegins Valley. 

They ars not criminals. They are not child abusers, and 

they permit this activity to take place. Now whether we 

are goiLg to ban this activity on a statewide level, that 

is anotLer issue. But to suggest or even imply that 

because they permit this to go on in their communities 

that thsy are child abusers or criminals I don't think it 

belongs in this debate and I am sticking up for my 

constitLents on this issue right now. I am glad Mr. 

Clemens raised it. He lives in that community also and 

is a native of that area. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Representative Blaum. 

REPRESENTATIVE BLAUM: Thank you, Mr. 

Uia xrmaL . 

BY REPRESENTATIVE BLAUM. (To Mr. Clemens) 

Q Mr. Clemens, I sympathize with the social 

aspect >f the shoot and can Imagine that it is a center 

of grea: activity and camaraderie during Labor Day weekend 

with everybody coming home and so on. If this legislation 

passed .nd clay pigeons were substituted, couldn't that 

still go on? Couldn't that still be a very special 

weekend in your community? 



A No, sir, I don't think so for the following 

reasons. There are already competitive clay shoots. 

It was Lot my purpose to come here and argue one shoot 

over th: other, however, since you asked. Testimony has 

been gi'en and we know, it is documented, that pigeons 

are harler to hit. And the issue here is really one 

of custim and tradition. Unfortunately, in this country, 

and we talked a while ago about ethics and values, there 

doesn't seem to be much regard for customs and traditions. 

The pig:on shoot has been an honorable event for all these 

years. People simply will go somewhere else where there 

are a lot of other clay shoots being held. There is no 

special attraction to watching a clay target come out 

of a given area, go into a given zone of fire and be broken. 

Pigeons are unpredictable. 

And to refute some of the earlier testimony, 

we have had some statements made that they are put in 

close proximity to shotgun, blown away and what have you. 

I will agree with those folks, they are put not into 30 

feet, if they want to have their facts straight, it is 

like 30, 31 and 32 yards. The reason for that, if they 

understand shotgunning, is the patterning and effective 

range of the gun. If they want to put them beyond that 

range, then they would be a party to injuring the birds. 

There would not be a clean kill. None of those people that 



don't sloot the birds go there to harm, mame and cause 

sufferiig. It is a part of the rules of the match. And 

the infsrence that we see people with beer is just another 

smokesc:een. I can take a picture of anyone of us in 

this ro?m at a given place, under a particular circumstance, 

and use it to my advantage. Responsible shooters and those 

that I see participate do not carry beer with them to the 

line. Lndeed, most of that is prohibited in the rules. 

However, after the shoot is over someone may have a very 

expensire shotgun in their possession that they want to 

control for security reasons and safety and they may have 

stopped for a hamburger a beer or whatever and that 

certainLy can be used. Thank you. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE BLAUM; (To Ms. Stuchell) 

Q Mr. Blotzer a few minutes ago said that I 

would bs interested and the Committee would be interested 

in why Irs. Farnell is not here. Bo you know why she is 

not hers and would we be interested in why she is not here? 

A Yes, I do know why she is not here'. I 

was askid not to explain that reason. May I just ask 

the Cha.rman, his advice on this matter? Should I mention 

the reaion or not? I believe that Ms. Parnell has said, 

we have her permission to mention the reason. Is that 

correct1 Yes. She said we have her permission to mention 

the reaion. 



CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: It is your choice. 

MS. STUGHELL: Well, since she has said, 

I will mention the reason. Yesterday she received a 

phone call from someone threatening to rape her 12 year old 

daughter while she was waiting for the school bus, to 

' cause a car accident to her son on his way to work I 

believe it was, possibly to cause damage to the place of 

business of her husband and various other things of that 
1 nature. She was very upset by this, of course, as we 

can all^imagine. Threats on our family are very, very 
I serious and quite upsetting. She was especially upset 
i 

because this person seemed to be very familiar with the 
h 

details of her personal life, her comings and goings. 
s 

And they said, wouldn't it be a shame if this happened 
-

to your son on his way to where he was going and they 
seemed bo have scoped out her lifestyle and were very 
familiar with the comings and goings of her family. 
BY REPRESENTATIVE BLAUM: (To Ms. Stuchell) 

Q Can I ask, Mr. Chairman, was that in 
relatioi to her coming today? 

A Exactly, yes. It was a threat. If you 
appear today at the hearing to testify, then these things 
might hippen. 

Q Were they by phone? 
A Yes, it was a phone call. As I mentioned 



before, that is not the only incident. That is not to 

say tha- all people of Hegins are like that. 

Q We don't even know if the call came from 

that conmunity. I mean, I don't want --

A Right. 1 believe the other threats, 

we have reason to believe came from the community. However, 

we are lot saying that the people in the community are 

bad peo)le and nasty people. Certainly we cannot make 

sweepin5 generalizations and the dealings we have had with 

them hare been generally good as far as our organization's 

actual lealings with the people, but we have had incidents 

of this type come forth. 

BY REPRSSENTATIVE McNALLY: (To Mr. Clemens) 

Q Mr. Clemens, I would like to discuss your 

argumen: that we ought to oppose this particular piece of 

legisla:ion in order to promote local freedom, local 

choices, allow communities to do what they want to do. 

Let's f)llow that logic to its natural conclusion. 

Suppose we had a community with a tradition of, for 

example, cock fights which has been a longstanding 

sport, some call it, and which birds I think have razor 

blades ittached to their legs. Should we, on the basis 

of locaL choice and local freedom, and simply because 

maybe a small group of people finds that horrible, should 

we simpLy allow that type of sport to continue? 



A Sir, I think I know where you are going 

with th: conversation and I respect your opinions. I am 

not heri to impose my values on you. I am not familiar 

with co:k fighting. I personally don't condone it. What 

I would like to suggest to you is that individuals in 

communities have rights. I'm not talking about law 

breakin;, rape, pillage, robbery, and you bring up another 

area. . am not here to defend cock fighting. And if it 

occurreI in your district, I would expect you would 

represent your people in the manner in which they presented 

it to you. 1 don't have a position on that. Along the 

line of your question is would 1 champion unlawful causes, 

and the answer is no sir I would not. 

Q Well, suppose in my district I know for a 

fact that 1 have people who, as a matter of individual 

choice, they like to raise and train and breed pit bulls 

and other dogs for the purpose of fighting and killing 

each other and they actually, I think this is a profitable 

enterprise. Maybe they give the profits to charity. 

Should I, as a legislator, representing those individuals 

protect their individual choice? I mean, is that what you 

are advising me to do? 

A No, sir, I am not. I personally abhor 

that particular type of activity, however, it is not 

occurring in my district. I am not here to talk about 



bull fijhts. It would be improper for me to suggest to you 

what yoi do in a case like that if your constituents came 

to you. I think that would be between you and your 

constittents. 

The point I was trying to make earlier, 

that is what the constitution is all about. I know the 

questioL of right or wrong is not for me to decide. 

I certa.nly have my opinions as do my opponents. I 

think yiu heard some things, I may want to agree with 

somethiig else. My opponent mentioned the threats. 

I find :hat very, very abhorring. And I am not here to 

be argutentative. I am not here to 'plead my own case. 

But I hLve had several threats. I had my own children 

at home, when X was at work, people didn't identify 

themselres and it is not necessary for me to say it. 

I could make points by saying it because they left me 

know wh• they were. It upset my family, offended my 

family ind threatened them. I would be in her corner 

big tim! on an issue like that. 

Q But I think, you know, I perhaps have 

a different understanding about what this legislative 

process is about. It strikes me that we, in the 

Legislature, are engaged in making rules for our 

Commonwtalth based on broad principles. And the broad 

principle that you have stated is we ought to allow local 



communi:ies to continue traditions that if other segments 

of the state find that objectionable, then that is of no 

relevance, and it seems to me, I mean, you apparently 

find pit 3ull fighting objectionable. Dog fights are 

objectionable. Cock fights may be objectionable. Frankly, 

I find them objectionable too. I don't think they should 

be goin; on in my district. And the reason I find them 

objectionable is that, and 1 think this is the central 

issue of this legislation, should we allow killing for 

amusement. That is what a pigeon shoot is about. That 

is what pit bull fighting is about, cock fighting, and 

frankly, based on that broad principle, X don't think we 

should allow it regardless of what the local community's 

preference might be. 

(Applause.) 

A Well, sir, one thing you will get from me 

is honesty and I respect your view for that and I respect 

the way you represent your community. I would not want to 

take it further, but we could go around the world with 

issues and cultures and religions and what we should do. 

I am not going to suggest what is right or wrong, but X 

do respect your opinion and I am proud that you would 

represent your constituency in that way. I hope that mine 

will represent me as they have and just as fervently. 

REPRESENTATIVE McHALE. Thank you, Mr. 



wnaxrmaL . 

BY REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: (To Mr. Clemens) 

Q We, who serve in the Legislature find our­

selves .n the difficult position of having to make judgments 

of righ: and wrong. We can't simply take a step back and 

rely on the constitution and hope that local values will 

prevail in a constructive way. We have to make choices, 

and one of those choices is being presented to us today. 

You rely on, and I know you do it in good 

faith aid with absolute sincerity, on the value of the 

local traditions. 1 would suggest to you that the ethical 

judgmen:s brought to those traditions change over time. 

For ins:ance, are you aware that for many years there was 

a stron; tradition of hawk hunting in Schuylkill County? 

A Yes, 1 am. 

Q I am aware of that as well. 1 come from 

neighboring Lehigh County. That took place in my county as 

well as in Schuylkill, and 1 am not making a harsh judgment 

with re;ard to the people either in my own home county or 

in Schuylkill County, But the simple fact is for many years 

hunters would climb up on the rocks of Blue Mountain and 

shoot hawks, often eagles out of the air. And that tradition 

didn't stop until a statute came along and said, with the 

force o' not only law but morality, that we will no longer 

accept that in our society. We have a similar question 



being presented to us today. Shall we, in the words of 

Representative McNally, allow killing for amusement? You 

will not find a member of the General Assembly more 

supportive of hunting and sportsmanship than 1 am. 1 

support deer hunting. 1 vigorously support pheasant 

hunting. X don't see the similarity between that type 

of sportsmanship and organized slaughter, where according 

to the gentleman who testified before you, 90 percent of 

the birds are shot when they are released from their cages 

or from their boxes. 

Sir, forgive me for giving you a long 

introduction, but you introduced yourself as an active 

sportsman and a leader in some very reputable organizations. 

I assums from that introduction that you hunt. Is that 

' correct? 

A Yes, I do. That is correct. 

Q Do you have a 90 percent kill rate when 

you hunt? If you went out after, let's say, a thousand 

pheasan:s over a period of years, would you be able to 

have a )0 percent kill rate over such a large quantity 

of birdJ? 

A Of course, sir, in attempting to answering 

that holestly, there are a lot of variables. If I pursued 

them, iE I was in range, a whole lot of things. 

Q And those are significant, obviously, when 



you are hunting in the field. They become less significant 

when it is an organized shoot. I mean, I see a distinction 

there in terms of sportsmanship. I have been in the field 

within the last year with hunting dogs in pursuit of 

pheasant and find that to be an honorable sport where 

the animal which is killed is thereafter consumed. I have 

no problem at all with that. But when you release a 

thousand birds in two or three hours and 90 percent of 
1 them are killed within a few feet of their cages, 1 
1 just don't see the sportsmanship in that. 

A Okay, sir, and 1 will agree with you on 

that to the extent I never said it was a sport. 1 said 

it was history, tradition. It is an event. And I would 

like to go a little further. There were a lot of 

inaccuracies portrayed by some of the folks today as to 

how it is conducted and why it is done, as X explained 

earlier and the range of the shotgun and so forth. 

Q I was relying on the gentleman who is 

on your side of the issue in his description of how it 

takes place. But if there were inaccuracies, please 

correct them. 

A Well, I was not suggesting that they were 

his inaccuracies. I was suggesting it was the other side. 

And for example, let me talk about one of the issues that 

he addressed or that you folks questioned him on was the 



questioi of disease, and X am not here and I won't belabor 

the sub|ect on disease. But it is, and this is my opinion, 

not his or the group's. But my knowledge of that is the 

disease is not like rabies where you contract it immediately, 

and indsed, it doesn't occur on the day of the shoot. 

More litely, what we are talking about here is large 

concentrations of these birds in a given area that cause 

health tazards. Much the same as you would have local 

legislation against somepody raising pigs in the center 

of the cioy ana asfisoaeed thrngs. Not the ptg ey ntself 

is the problem, auf the relahen sanitation and so yorth. 

So when you have the pegeons en a concenoraanon, o thin. 

that is where the hesease comes anco peay. And a 1urther 

point is that these berss woues carry a y.sease to uarmers 

and floc;s who would have, as you have seen, the avfan 

flu and the various roosters ano game roosters teat are 

raised anh turkeys and so fortn. ao e think tse danger 

is in tiere. 

Q Well let's talk about disease a little bit 

if 1 may before that. The gentleman, who is on your side 

of the issue said that the shoots which he attends, 

typically a thousand to 1500 birds are shot during a 

course of an individual event and that of the birds 

released about 90 percent are hit by the shotgun bsast 

during the course of the event. Is that an accurate 



picture of what you have seen from your own experience? 

A That is possibly accurate, and I don't 

want to be evasive. I am not being evasive. 

Q I understand. 

A But the folks here said on one hand they 

are sayLng that we are killing a lot of the birds. Their 

testimoly said that most of the time we are very poor 

marksmei and very few of them are hit. So I am a little 

confuse1. Yes, a large percentage are hit, and 1 would 

suggest to you, and please, sir, 1 am not being facetious 

and I raspect their opinion, but that is the objective of 

the sho>t to kill as many birds as you can. 

Q All right, if that is the objective, and 

I appre:iate your candor, that does remove the activity 

however from the world of sportsmanship in my view, and 

it comei close to the direct moral question raised by 

Represeitative McNally, and that is, will we allow killing 

for amusement. It is no longer sportsmanship when 90 

percent of the birds are hit. It is no longer sportsmanship 

when 15)0 birds are slaughtered in a relatively few 

number >f hours. And those are the numbers and the 

descrip:ions given by the gentleman on your side of the 

issue. 

How many birds are shot at Hegins? 

A I don't know the exact figure, but I will 



accept those ranges from five to 8,000 depending on the 

participants. 

Q Five to 8,000. 

A I would say that is probably in the ball 

park. 

Q And of the birds released is the kill rate 

previously given equally applicable? In other words, 

are 90 percent of the birds shot upon release? 

A Again, I don't want to be pinned down to 

specifi:s and X don't have a problem with that. Again, 

I am not trying to be evasive. I don't know. So rather 

than lis about it, I would say it is a high rate. There 

is a bo3k published. I have two with me, a 25 year 

anniver;ary book and a 50 year in which they say how many, 

25 out >f 30 were shot by various people, how many it took 

to win :he shoot. 

Q I, too, don't mean to be argumentative. 

I go into these kinds of questions to draw the distinction 

between my experience in the field with regard to pheasant 

hunting, which is a genuine sport, and this kind of 

organiz»d activity, which factually appears to me to be 

quite dLfferent. 

Now we have heard references made here 

during :he course of the day to boys being hired to snap 

the neccs of the birds to kill the birds after the initial 



shotgun blase. Would you describe that process? Does 

that ta:e place? 

A I don't think I have to. That is reasonably 

accurat: because that is the most humane way if the bird 

is killtd as it would be in a human being. If your neck 

or my ntck is snapped, usually that is it. 1 am not here 

to advo;ate one way or other dispatching the birds. However, 

and aga.n I don't want to get into a moral issue with you 

or any ither member of the panel, but we can look at, 

for exaiple, you mentioned deer hunting and we mentioned 

pheasan; hunting, and as we get older, this statement 

came ou: earlier, we do mellow. Our values change a little 

bit and that is the way, if you will, that is the rhythm 

of life. And the farmers and miners of that valley are 

in tune with the rhythm of life, especially the farmers. 

Q I live 20, 30 miles from there. X know 

the rhythm of that life and 1 have no problem with the 

taking of life for the consumption of food. 1 have a real 

problem with the taking of life for amusement. Again, 

my questions are focused on that kind of area. Are these 

boys hired to go out and snap the necks? Are they paid 

to do that? 

A They do get some reimbursement as far as 

I know. I am not privy to that information. But they 

have to give up a day. They do get money and I don't think 



there i3 anything wrong with that. 

Q Who pays for that? 

A I would think the Hegins Park Association 

pays tham. 

Q Are they paid by the hour or how is that 

done? 

A I have no knowledge of that. As I say, 

I don't have a problem with it either. 

Q You emphasized, both in your testimony 

earlier and in response to an initial question, the disease 

carrying characteristics of these birds. You have, X 

gather from your testimony, witnessed the boys going out 

to snap the necks. Do boys wear gloves to do that? 

A Not when I was there. And may I clarify, 

in all :hose years 1 never shot in a shoot. However, 

last yeir 1 did with my son and my daughter was going 

to, howiver, she had a conflict. She may this year. 

I did tlat because I felt this was part, again, of 

custom, tradition, heritage that may be gone because a 

vocal mLnority is going to change my lifestyle. So I took 

my son :here. And I don't have a problem with the way — 

I would rather that than see them suffer if they are not 

dispatcted on the first shot. 

Q But to the best of your knowledge, the 

young parsons who go out to snap the necks do not take any 



particu,ar sanitary precautions? 

A No, and as I alluded to earlier I don't 

think, and I am not here to disagree, apparently he read 

up on i;, I don't know. They could be subject to some 

sort of disease. 

Q Specifically he said that they carry at 

least 20 diseases as I recall, 20 or 30 that affect human 

beings in addition to ten that can affect other animals? 

A As 1 said earlier, it is probably in large 

concentrations in the city. 1 don't know that occurs 

immediately on contact at a given shoot. 1 am not aware 

of it. 1 am not familiar with it. I am not an expert 

on it. 

Q Well without belaboring it, it seems to me 

to be a clear inconsistency when those who support the 

shoot say in one breath that these animals must be 

destroyed because they are disease carrying and then 

in the next breath that they pay their own sons to go out 

and snap the necks without any significant sanitary 

precautions. You can't have it both ways. The argument, 

1 think, is inherently contradictory. 

Now also I am concerned, as 1 hear about 

disease and 1 hear again, simultaneously that there are 

food concessions at this particular event. Is that 

accurate? 



A That is correct. 

Q Are there food concessions? 

A That is correct. 

Q Well after these boys go out and snap 

' the necks of, let's say, five or 6,000 pigeons is there 

' any effort to guarantee the cleanliness of these 

concessions? Is there any effort to prevent the spread 

' of disease? What is to stop a young boy one minute from 

' snapping the neck of a pigeon and then without washing 

' his hands going to one of these concessions and consuming 

a hot dog? 

■ A I suppose there is none. Although I don't 
1 see the relationship in terms of the concessions are 

' managed by people who have nothing to do with the bird 

; killing. You are talking about an individual consumption. 

Q I am very practical in my questioning, sir. 

You have indicated that indeed young boys are paid to go 

out and snap the necks. You have no problem with that. 

You believe that that is the most humane way to put the 

birds out of their misery. 

A Right. 

Q I have a young son. I know something 

about clildren and I am concerned about the very practical 

situatiDn when young boys are going out into the field, 

snapping the necks of five or 6,000 birds, and then 



periodically returning to the concession stands for the 

consumption of food. I see a real health risk there. 

A May I ask, sir, is that, the health risk 

that you see to the individual? 

Q To the boy, yes. It may be the person 

at the stand has clean hands. If a hot dog has been 

presentid to a seven or eight year old boy who has been 

out snasping necks for the last two hours, that concerns 
1 me, 

A If there is a problem with that, which I am 

not aware of, and that were corrected and these individuals 

were salitized, washed, whatever it takes, that would 

relieve those fears? 

Q Well, if the previous gentleman is correct, 

in talkLng about the disease carrying characteristics of 

these bLrds, that clearly is a problem. 

Lastly, beer is served at this event? 

A Beer has been served for many years and 

our opponents have striven to make that an issue. The 

issue is not beer no more than it is serving, as you suggest, 

of french iries so rhicken ninners. You unow, ,he ehooo 

has notLing to do with beer. 

Q I don't mind someone consuming french fries 

before ie carries a shotgun. It bothers me if someone is 

consumilg beer before he carries a shotgun. 



A I am in your corner, sir. 

Q Is the beer served only after the event or 

during Che event? 

A The beer is served all day long. The 

shooter3 that X am familiar with do not participate in 

drinking beer no more than the same analogy would follow 

for driting. We know that there are people out there that 

drive drunk even with the law, but we have some pretty 

strict codes as far as the shoot and the rules are 

concerned of throwing people out if they imbibe in the 

alcohol and then go on to the range. My local club has 

a definLte rule that beer will not even be in the vicinity 

in our Local pistol and rifle club. 

Q I support your local club in that respect 

and hava a real concern that we have people carrying 

firearm3 at an event where simultaneously beer is being 

served. I personally would feel much more comfortable 

if the >olicy adopted by your club were adopted by this 

shoot if it is allowed to continue, and that is, at best 

beer shsuld be served only after the event has been 

completad. Not while people are carrying around shotguns. 

A And I share your, concerns and I know we 

could g3 all day. It is not my intention to be argumentative, 

but I fael I must respond to that. And we both know as 

adults, mature adults, that the event is over at dark when 



the las: bird is shot, which is close to dark. And the 

people who oome ehere eor rhatever reason, ,he eellowship 

and so :orth, engage in the meals and so forth, certainly 

the shoiters get meals, but there is a lot of the other 

people rho participate in drinking the alcohol. That 

would eifectively eliminate that particular refreshment 

for thoie individuals. As a personal choice, 1 may have 

a socia. drink occasionally. That is not the issue here. 

But thoie who drink, I think you will agree, well, we 

would hive to eliminate it all together. 

Q Well it just seems to me basic common sense 

that yoi don't mix shotguns and draft beer. 

A I agree. 

REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: Well, I think 

that principle of common sense is being violated by at 

least the method by which one particular shoot is being 

operateI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE. Representative Reber. 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER- Thank you, Mr. 

ChairmaL. Mr. Chairman, I have been around these hallowed 

halls f>r going on ten years, and the hypocriay which is 

going o i around here today is absolutely mystifying me. 

We hear statements killing for amusement, pheasant hunting 

being a genuine sport. I would daresay that there are a 

lot of legitimate licensed hunters that go out and hunt 



whether it be for pheasant, deer or otherwise that do it 

for the amusement. I would also daresay that there are 

a tremeidous amount of duly licensed hunters, good 

intention, that also go out and mix beer and what have you 

at the hunting cabins during regulated seasons for 

whateve: the particular animal might be. 1 don't think 

there i( any more, frankly I would think there is probably 

more abise at that than there are at a particular function 

that we are hearing today at Hegins. 

Frankly, Mr. Chairman, I think we have got 

Represeitative McHale going down that far aisle. We 

have Re•resentative Piccola going down that far aisle, 

and if ' were an advocate or an individual rather desirous 

of seeiLg pigeon shoots continue in the Commonwealth, 

I would be more concerned about going down the middle 

aisle aLd putting this bill in games and fish or health 

and wel"are, regulate the concerns justifiably made today 

that I :ind in part very concerning. But nonetheless 

we regu.ate bag limits. We regulate type of shot. We 

regulate the hours of shooting. We regulate what is done 

with thit particular carcass after the fact. I think 

there oLght to be a hard look taken by the appropriate 

committte, Mr. Chairman, of this particular aspect and 

appropr-ately regulated. I think these are the type of 

things :hat should come out of a hearing like this. 1 



think tlere have been comments made that X find very 

concernLng about the method in which this particular 

activity goes on. I think there are also historic 

traditions that we have been hearing about that certainly 

come to play in a lot of things we do. 

BY REPR5SENTATIVE REBER: (To Mr. Clemens) 

Q Mr. Clemens, let me ask you one question. 

Did Fre1 Coleman shoot pigeons? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q It is getting my curiosity. 

A I'm sorry, if I failed to mention that. 

Q He was a renowned trap shooter. You did 

mention that. 

A The terms sometimes are used interchangeably 

rightly or wrongly, and he did perform for the Queen of 

England that I am aware of and other heads of state. 

Q And shot pigeons as live? 

A Yes. 

Q Let me ask you this, Mr. Clemens. Do 

you hav» any objection to a committee of this House of 

Represeitatives, and I am referring to the Games and Fish 

Committse, which more or less has jurisdiction over these 

type of regulatory aspects, in taking a look and coming up 

with the manner in which this is coming out? I frankly 

shoot. I frankly am a hunter. I frankly shoot trap and 



skeet. I have never shot a live pigeon. But I find it 

kind of concerning that somebody is popping off with a 

12 gaugi at ssme llitle pigeon running across tte ground. 

Isn't given any, under the rules of the organization, 

isn't given the opportunity for that bird to be airborne, 

etc., etc., etc. Don't you think there ought to be some 

way to regulate this if it is in fact going on? Under 

the auspices of sportsmanship, if you will, that seems to 

be embodied, in my mind, in the game laws of this 

Commonwealth. 

A That is not, sir, a yes or no answer. I 

like where you are coming from. However --

Q I'm in the minority so you better like it 

because I have been around here, as I've said, ten years, 

and I can see where this thing is going. So somebody 

better get it on fast track in the right direction or 

I see the direction it may be going. It is my own personal 

opinion. 

A Again, I don't want to belabor it either --

Q Personally, I have been sitting here 

patiently listening and hearing the responses. Go ahead. 

I'm not going anywhere. I would like to know some of 

your regulatory concerns that you feel should be attended 

to if in fact you do feel there are abuses and what have 

you? 



CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: If I could just 

interruit for a minute? The direction we're going is 

the court reporter is running out of tape and I think she 

needs ti rres her finggrss We''l takk e arief recesss 

(Brief recess.) 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Could we continue 

on? 

BY REPRESENTATIVE REBER* (To Mr. Clemens) 

Q Mr. Clemens, possibly to save some additional 

time and to allow you to give what I would hope would be an 

in-depth and detailed response, possibly you and some of 

your colleagues on the issue could provide, if you desire 

to do so, could provide the Committee through the Chairman, 

what you would feel would be a basic overall way in which 

these shoots if they were in any way to be tampered with 

by the Legislature of how they should in fact be regulated, 

operated, the health and sanitary concerns as well as 

sportsman principles, if you will, embodied in our game 

laws and common law if you will. If you could provide 

some form of documentation that way of suggestions or 

considerations, I would appreciate it. And obviously, 

if you have no desire to do that, I can understand that 

as well. But I think that would be an assist certainly to 

myself and possibly to some other members of the Committee 

to know the way in which or the manner in which if this 



was to >e in any way, shape or form regulated or for that 

matter nade illegal as proposed by the legislation. If 

we do a:t on that, it might be nice to have some input as 

to your thoughts on that. I would respectfully ask you 

to consLder that. If you desire to do so, submit it to 

the ChaLrman. I am sure he would provide that to us. 

I think also the Games and Fish Committee might also be 

considered finding that of some probative worth as 

well if it would find its way into the hallowed halls of 

that Coomittee. 

A I appreciate that opportunity, and could 

I have L brief moment to respond to certain of the 

philoso)hy? 

Q Certainly. 

A Okay, I see some inherent dangers in doing 

that in that some years ago we were allowed to shoot crows. 

And crors, while it was not done for amusement or, 

as you Indicated earlier, other people indicated, it 

was par: of the, in the Game Code and so forth. And 

then thire was a sweeping bill was passed and it included 

crows. It didn't intend to do that, but that is what 

happeneL. So that now we can only shoot crows at certain 

times. And there is no food value and there is nothing 

done wi:h them except that they are shot and they are not 

an endaLgered species. 



There are some other problems in that my 

worthy >pponents are very knowledgeable in the ways of 

the LegLslature. And that would be another opportunity 

for thea to buildto eventually, through bureaucracy and 

through the commissions, to have the thing regulated 

out of existence. That would be a concern. 

The other concern that I have is that in 

recent lemory we are seeing in the newspapers a lot of 

dissens.on over who controls the Game Commission, for 

example, and hatcheries. And if the Game Commission becomes 

politic.zed, as I have read and been brought to understand, 

there ii nothing to suggest that without due process such 

as we a:e privy here to today, some individual could, 

with oni fell swoop, make a decision that all of a sudden 

there wil1 be no shoot and that could be done without 

the bensfit of what the constitution has guaranteed us 

and I ai proud to be a part of here today. So I am 

very gutrded in allowing just some small commission that 

can be lolitically controlled to make those decisions for 

me. I .ike to work through the legislative process. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Any more questions? 

(No response.) 
Thank you for coming. The next witnesses 

for and against are Mr. Sheldon Gitman. Mr. Gitman in 
favor o: the legislation and Mr. James Hollingsworth opposed. 



Mr. Gitman, if you can briefly go over 

your teBtimony and Mr. Hollingsworth will follow you and 

the Comnittee will ask some questions. 

MR. GITMAN* Before 1 begin, gentlemen, 

thank y3u for giving me the opportunity to testify before 

you. Tlere is a text that I prepared if you care to 

follow ny testimony. 

My name is Sheldon Gitman. I am a resident 

of Schujrkill County since 1954. I am President of 

Ashland Shirt Corporation employing 330 people in Ashland, 

Pennsyl/ania and distributing our products nationwide under 

the name of Gitman Brothers. 

The move to Pennsylvania changed my life 

for it >pened the whole world of shooting sports to me. 

I startid shooting rifle and pistol at the old Peacock 

Street Armory in Pottsville. I still have the first ring 

neck ph;asant 1 shot, sutffed and standing tall on a wooden 

stand u)on which is a plaque that reads "Shot by Shelly 

ThanksgLving 1955." From these beginnings I became 

totally involved with shooting, from gun collecting, 

reloadiig ammunition to competition. In 1961 X became 

a life nember of both the National Rifle Association and 

the American Trapshooting Association and just two years 

ago, I joined the United States Sporting Clays Association 

as a chirter member. I've hunted woodchuck and pheasant 



in Schuylkill and Berks Counties, ducks and geese on the 

Susquehinna at Hoover's Island and at Lake Mattamuskeet 

and Okrtcoke Island in the Carolinas as well as the tidewater 

of the Chesapeake Bay at Easton, Maryland. I've hunted 

dove in Israel and grouse on the peat bogs of northern 

Scotlan[. 

My interest was not just confined to hunting, 

but I became involved in competitive shooting, participating 

almost every weekend for 20 years in American trap all 

over the United States and in particular the Grand American 

Trapshoot. In the last eight years our interest turned 

to the difficult sport of International Trap or Olympic 

Clay Pigeon. In pursuing this discipline I still continued 

to trave1 to such places as Quantico, Virginia, Fort 

Benning, Georgia in the east,San Diego, Los Angeles and 

San Francisco in the west, Lackland Air Force Base in San 

Antonio, Texas in the south to Edmonton and Montreal in 

Canada in the north. I travel internationally from Wales, 

Scotland and England to Italy, Cypress and Israel. As 

Clay Pigeon Chairman for the United States Committee Sports 

for Israel, I will once again be leading the U.S. team 

to Israe1 to compete this summer in the Maccabiah games. 

Nowhere in all these travels was a live bird used as a 

target. Pigeon shooting is prohibited in most foreign 

countries and at least 45 states in these United States. 



They cose to Pennsylvania to shoot live birds because it 

is bann>d in New York and New Jersey. 

As you can see I enjoy guns and anything 

to do w.th guns and would strongly oppose any restrictions 

on gun iwnership or travel with guns for sporting purposes. 

I do no: view H.B. 696 as an anti-hunting or gun control 

bill bu: one that should be strongly supported by every 

legitimLte gun owner. Let me explain: 

In 1961 I started shooting clay targets 

in Hegits, Pennsylvania and in 1962 1 joined my friends 

on Labo' Day and shot pigeons at the Coleman Shoot. This 

was the first time that I shot live birds in a non-

hunting situation. It was highly distasteful seeing all 

those dead and wounded birds on a pile serving no purpose 

other t.an having been a target, rather than a meal which 

the gam: birds provided. Neither was it challenging or 

sporting. As a result 1 tried unsuccessfully in 1963 

to organize a clay pigeon shoot at the Hegins Trap Club 

for those shooters who would prefer not to kill live birds. 

Being totally unsupported 1 once again shot the Coleman 

Shoot...for the last time. 

In shotgun shooting, there is no comparison 

between the difficulty of hitting a heavy, slow-moving 

pigeon, some of whom can hardly fly, with a fast-moving 

clay target. Some of the birds when released do not fly 



and are shot on the ground so that the shooter can call 

for ano:her bird. Hitting a moving target in mid-air at 

varying speeds, angles, and distances involves the total 

coordination of eyes, body and mind. This certainly is 

more satisfying for the sportsman who really wants to test 

his skil1. The fast-growing shooting discipline of 

Sportin; Clays involving the release of clay targets under 

hunting situations, along with trap and skeet shooting is 

certainly more rewarding for the shotgun enthusiast. When 

these sports are so readily available, it is certainly 

hard for me to understand how some pigeon shooters can go 

one step further and resort to the practice of shooting 

"Brushed Birds." This involves mutilating the bird so 

that it would fly in a more erratic manner and thus be 

a more difficult target. This is done by breaking a 

wing sticking a pin with a paper streamer into the bird, 

or burning his eyes with a cigarette. 

Because of our opposition, my family and I 

have experienced various threats. Our mailbox has been 

exploded eight times. We have had anonymous phone calls, 

dead animals in our mailbox, our children taunted on the 

school bus, and nails in our driveway on two occasions. 

One of which occurred in our driveway and at our local 

Reedsville barracks on the morning of the Coleman Labor 

Day Shoot in 1986 and succeeded in flattening the tires of 



a numbe: of State Police cruisers. 

All of us are well aware of the recent 

sordid Incidents that have occurred with the illegal use 

of guns. In the light of this bad publicity the vast 

majority of legitimate gun owners of Pennsylvania who do 

not sho)t live birds for targets should unite to support 

H.B. 69>. Respectable sportsmen do not want their ownership 

and use of guns to be tainted or threatened any further. 

Thank y>u. 

(Applause.) 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Thank you, Mr. 

Gi tman. Mr. Ho11ingsworth. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: My name is Jim 

Hollingsworth. I am the General Manager of Pre-Golf 

in Knoxrille, Pennsylvania. We import fine sporting 

shotgun;. But I am really here in a role as a pigeon 

shooter. I only heard about the hearings on Tuesday. 

So I am doing this by the seat of my pants. I don't 

have a irepared statement. 

My credentials, other than trips to 

Israel >r to a South American shoot are not as similar 

to Mr. litman's in a sense that I grew up as a quail and 

dove sh»oter and hunter in Florida. I am a member, 

a life lember of the U.S.S.C.A. and also a member of 

the American Trapshooting Association and am on the 



NationaL Advisory Committee for the New National Sport 

and Clay Association. 

I walked up here to try to answer a couple 

of ques:ions that concern me because there seem to be 

misstatsments of facts as 1 know them. Particularly to 

the gen:leman here regarding the comparison of shooting 

skills >etween hunting, pigeon shooting and also regarding 

the driiking and the use, I think the misuse of the word 

amusemeit, in relation to pigeon shooting. But since 1 

listene1 to Mr. Gitman's very articulate statement, maybe 

I want :o try one of those, again, from the seat of my 

pants. 

I have shot Olympic traps, I have shot 

sportinj clays, and the first thing that is really 

importait to say is that there is no clay target game 

that do:s provide the same variation of targets that 

pigeon [hooting does provide. 1 shoot sporting clays 

on the iverage of probably three or four times a week 

all ove: the country. I have not, on the other hand, 

ever besn to the Hegins Shoot so 1 can't really speak 

to that specifically. I have shot at two different clubs 

in KentLcky. 1 shot in, what is now considered the best 

shoot ii the country, in North Carolina, I have shot in 

two pla:es in Pennsylvania. 1 have been shooting pigeons 

for aboit five years and simply have to say right from the 



outset, I have never seen any of the type of shooting 

that inrolves broken wings, inserting pins, burning of 

eyes. " .imply woold dot tb eale et otomach ho rt otann 

that. There is no way that I could stand such a thing. 

I do no:, for the same reason hunt deer. 1 do not shoot 

anythin; with big brown eyes. I am a bird hunter strictly. 

I have tever, there are often birds shot on the ground, 

and qui:e often that is as a result when the bird hits 

the ground, he is called a no bird and often the call 

is slow or simultaneous with the shooters going ahead 

and dislatching the bird. In fact, it is done to clear 

the rin;. But that is rare. If you shoot 50 birds at 

a pigeo. shoot and you have one bird that just lands on 

the ground and is shot on the ground that would be, 

I would say a high average. Pigeon shooters, and the 

point I think, has not been made pay a fairly substantial 

amount of money to shoot. They pay three or four dollars 

a bird. They are not going to go someplace where they 

shoot a diseased bird or a weak bird or to shoot a bird 

that is not a compelling target. 

I have a shooting average, since I have 

been shooting sporting clays, better than 90 percent shooting 

wild quail. I emphasize wild. I will not shoot a pen-

raised pheasant or quail. No reason to. There is no 

challenge to it for me. Those people behind me have seen 



me shoo: pigeons know my average pigeons is considerably 

lower. It is a profoundly tough target. And I just, 

I think it is very important to make that point. 

The next point I think should be clarified 

a littl! bit is the whole idea of disease. Our argument 

regarditg the disease of birds and the trap boys who handle 

the birLs, trap girls as well. We don't shoot diseased 

birds. If we went someplace and the birds were diseased, 

we wouli not go back again and the fellow who ran the 

shoot w>uld be out of business. You are looking for a 

challen;ing target. The tougher the bird, the better. 

Just th: same way as Mr. Gitman knows that the same reason 

that peopie are moving so profoundly to sporting clays 

because those clay targets are so much more challenging, 

more variable than regular trap or skeet targets. But 

we are not shooting diseased birds. These kids, and I 

have only once in five years ever seen anybody with the 

rubber gloves and the mask. They are not diseased birds. 

The disease argument I think is germane when you say in 

an urba. population an over-concentration of pigeons 

can become diseased and can spread disease to humans. 

Now we're not taking diseased birds out to shoot. But 

we are when those birds are trapped when those birds 

a r e trapped in the city we are reducing the population 

which reduces the possibility of disease growing up in the 



city. I think that really needs to be clarified. The 

birds are not diseased. The birds are carriers of disease, 

but I would submit any bird that is carrying the disease 

and is infected with disease would never make it to the 

* shoot. 
5 Birds are not shot on the ground. They are 

not shot at 30 feet away, and they are a profoundly 

challenging target. The reasons that the scores are so 

' high, you are paying two, three, four dollars a bird to 

' shoot. The average shooter does not go to shoot those 
1 birds. The people that go to shoot pigeons are among the 

■ best shotgunners in the country and indeed in the world 
1 and that is a very important point to make. You cannot 

* compare the profound number of 100 straights that are 

> shot at Vandalia, targets on a predictable path, by a 

> large number of people with the scores shot by a group 

of people who represent the elite of their sport and some 

hang on amateurs like myself who also go to the shoot. 

Those are not valid comparisons. 

However you all vote, I simply hope that 

you vote based on the real facts of what a pigeon shoot is. 

Again, I am at a disadvantage. The Hegins Shoot seems 

to be at the center of the controversy and I haven't seen 

that. But I will say this, in almost anything, whenever I 

hear somebody sit at a hearing table, whether it is in the 



drug inlustry or the automobile industry and talk about 

self-rejulation, I really hear that guy saying leave us 

alone. In one sense I am begging leave us alone, but in 

another sense it is absolutely true that a pigeon shoot 

is incrtdibly well self-regulated because it is a 

competi:ion. There is a gentlemanly and gentle-womanly 

sense o: fair play among the shooters and people that 

violate that sense are simply not tolerated. It is 

simply : good sport in that sense. And we don't shoot 

bad targets and we don't mutilate birds, and I frankly, 

I have seen the 55-gallon drums full of birds, but I 

have never seen bloody body parts strewn all over a 

pigeon shoot. There is no question about it. It is 

importa.t to clarify the image of what the shoot is, 

and there is it is not a bunch of Yahoos out there 

trying to see how many birds they can blow away. The 

affairs are not somber by any means, but I would say 

really and truly and this is hard to say to people who 

have never been to one who have not seen a pigeon shoot, 

have not shot a pigeon, they are respectful and they are 

respectful of the fact that, yes, there is something 

dying out on that pigeon range. 

In that sense, the traditions and ethics 

that have been talked about are important ones and they 

are ones that speak to broad principles that I think are 



r e s p e c t i d in this country. If we speak of a change in 

a majorLty of ethical views and then we simultaneously 

turn ar>und and say only seven percent of the people in 

the couitry hold hunting licenses, in fact you will be 

here n e i t month or next year talking to the same group 

of peop.e, who do not support fishing, about hunting 

pheasan:s and hunting deer. I am not a deer hunter. 

It woul1 give me no pleasure. It would give me no thrill 

of ques: or anything and that is just a personal thing. 

But I cin tell you that shooting a pigeon is a very 

challen;ing thing to do. I perfectly respect, I am the 

owner o: a dog that was found run over and broken up on 

the roaL and I have had him for eight years. I perfectly 

respect the legitimate goals of preventing the abuse 

of animals. I would be anxious to see what types of 

animal ibuse were compared to the child abuse and so on 

in the itudy. I would guess off the top of my head that 

it has nothing to do with somebody dispatching anything 

with a ihotgun 

So moving on again to just a few things 

that I ticked up, and again I am talking from the seat of 

my pant;, to the beer issue, the competitors don't drink. 

That is not because there is a rule or anything else, 

but it .s because they are in competition. There is 

beer at baseball games. Maybe that is a bad analogy, 



because we've had all these books come out about the 

Philliei, but we don't, as far as we know the players are 

not dowt there drinking. And I think that is an important 

point ti make when you talk abbut tth eafety and so on 

and so :orth. It is simply, you've got a group of very 

serious competitors. Seriousness indicated by the fact 

they ar: paying a lot of money to shoot and they are not 

going oLt there and just throwing away 250 on 25 trap 

targets or, ten dollars on a round of sporting clay and 

I think that is an important point to make. 

I think the idea of shooting something for 

the table is possibly offset by the fact that we are 

reducin; the population of potentially diseased carrying 
i i 

birds. Again, not by shooting diseased birds but by 

reducin; the population by the trapping around areas where 

those birds do propose a certain menace. And it occurs 

to me that logically if you can ban pigeon shooting where 

there is a social and also an economic benefit, not 

a profo.nd one for Pennsylvania, but certainly a profound 

one for people who have the shoots, kids are employed, 

people who sell food well away from the pigeons, the 

local hotels and local restaurants, if you can ban 

something that has both a social and an economic 

justification to it, you can ban the trapping of birds 

that enps in that result. It is almost more logical to 



start fLrst with the raising of birds specifically to 

shoot tlem and to release them. All of a sudden you are 

talking, don't talk to us. Go talk first to people that 

release game birds and to your preserve owners and so on 

and so Eorth. You guys will agree with me on that probably, 

but the point is logically that is where you ought to 

start. You shouldn't start with the pigeon shoots because 

we have what appear to be two compelling reasons to keep 

these sloots going. 

Again, my concern is if you haven't seen 

a pigeo1 shoot and you are a shooter and have never shot 

a pigeoL, then you need, 1 just hope that what 1 say here 

can givs you a little bit of facts so you have a little 

more objective view of what it is that goes on at pigeon 

shoots. 1 think that is quite important. 

That is it from the seat of my pants. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: We will entertain 

some quistions then. Representative Piccola. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA: (To Mr. Hollingsworth) 

Q I'm sorry, sir, I did not get your name 

at the beginning of your testimony. 

A Jim Hollingsworth. 

Q Mr. Hollingsworth, you have obviously 

particiiated in pigeon shoots throughout Pennsylvania? 

A In two clubs in Pennsylvania, two in 



Kentucky and two in North Carolina on probably about a 

six or seven or eight times a year basis. 

Q I have here a fact sheet on live pigeon 

shoots Ln Pennsylvania prepared by Trans-Species Unlimited 

in answ;r to the question where do the birds come from. 

A small percentage of pigeons are trapped in cities and 

farmers1 barns. A majority of them, however, are purchased 

from brseders who raise them for the explicit purpose of 

being shot for target practice. Is that true? 

A No, sir, I do not believe it is. I know 

of no stoot at all, no*shoot whatsoever in any of the 

three s:ates that I have mentioned where the club owner 

would eren consider using bred birds. I heard of one 

in Illiiois where that is all the man does and he 

apparen:ly some way thinks they fly better. I have never 

been to his shoots. No one would use a pen-raised bird 

because a pen-raised bird can never fly as well as a bird 

that hai either been in the wild or have a large area 

that he can fly over. And 'use to being in the wild 

over corn fields or in the wild over the Delaware Bay 

and the Schuylkill River. So the short answer is no. 

I don't believe that to be true. 

Q Representative Reber raised the question 

of usin; the word shooting for amusement and there is 

a variety of ways that you can get amusement. You can get 



amusemeit I assume, and I am not a hunter and I don't own 

a gun, so I don't know what that kind of amusement is. 

But fro2 talking to hunters and hearing your testimony, 

I am astuming the entire sport of hunting offers amusement. 

Am I iniccurate in that? 

A Amusement is a funny word because it sort 

of carr.es, it got a little bit of a pejorative sense, 

you knor, amusement park or that is amusing. It is a 

little lit of a derogatory term. If you use amusement in 

a somewLat more meaningful sense, that there is a certain 

profoun1 pleasure. In the sense of hunting, there is 

the query, searching query, being outdoors, there is 

the performance with shotgun. In the sense of pigeon 

shootin; there is the camaraderie. The fact that you 
r 

shoot tigether with a large number of people who are 

equally or similarly skilled and have the same interests, 

and there is more profoundly the skill with the shotgun. 

It is t»ugher in bird shooting. There is no question 

about i:, especially because of the competitive aspect. 

You kil. a lower percentage, for instance of dove at 

a dove shoot because they are such great a variety 

but there is great variety in pigeons and it is simply 

the mos: challenging competitive shotgun sport. And I 

think I speak with some authority to that. 

Q And then there is the type of amusement 



that th5 sadist would get from burning dogs and doing 

other tfpes of things to animals. 

A The pleasure is not in killing. The 

pleasura is not in killing. 

Q From your experience do any of the shooters 

that yoi have ever participated in derive that type of 

amus emeit ? 

A I have seen, and honestly I've seen people 

jump up and down more over a smoking clay target than 

I ever lad at a pigeon shoot and say, oh boy, wow. It 

is just not part of the shoot. There is not a sadistic 

pleasurs. It is a challenge, and again, the air 

that I rould describe, the shoots that I have been to, 

is a respectful air. Maybe the shoots that I have been to 

do not lave the public nature of Hegins where a lot of 

people :ome in from the community. They are more private 

shoots /here you have the shooters generally and their 

familie». But in terms of amusement, I think again of 

going t) an amusement park or being amused by a comedian 

or some:hing like that. It is not really a spectators1 

sport. People go and watch their own family members, 

their own loved ones or their shooters go around, but 

you don't go out there and take pleasure in watching the 

bird be shot. You take pleasure in seeing the skill of 

the sho>ter in the same way that you take pleasure that 



most p;ople do not go to a football game to see somebody 

hurt. They go to see the skill of the play is the best 

analogr I can think of. 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA: I have attended, 

on one occasion, the Hegins Shoot. It is the only one 

I have ever attended and I must say that the decorum that 

I witnissed from the shooters at that particular event 

coinciles and certainly conforms with the decorum that 

you deicribe here today. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Representative 
1 McHale. 

- REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: Thank you, 

' Repressntative Blaum. Mr. Gitman, I want to simply say 

1 that I agree with you completely and I think you have a 

> very vLlid sense of what is true sportsmanship particularly 

» involv.ng the use of firearms in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Hollingsworth, you and I have a 
1 difference of opinion which may not surprise either one 
1 of us. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: You and I should go 

sportiLg clay shooting in Maryland and then we should go 

to a pigeon shoot. 

REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: I would come with 

you on the first trip but not the second. 

(Applause.) 



As a matter of fact — you indicated we 
should >e aware of the facts and must of what I heard 
was opilion. So let's explore a couple of issues if we 
may. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: You've got to remember 

though :he facts for one person are quire often simply 

as deep.y held opinion. One man's freedom fighters and 

the othsr man's terrorists. 

REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: Yes. And we might 

have a difference of opinion on that issue also. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: (To Mr. Hollingsworth) 

Q In any event, you presented a scenario for 

which I would like to have a factual basis. As I 

understand your argument, somewhat contrary to what the 

gentleman on your side of the issue testified to earlier, 

you claim that the birds which are shot at these events 

are not diseased. Is that correct? 

A I claim that they are potential, carriers 

of disease, but generally no. I think we are shooting 

healthy birds generally. Birds which have been culled 

from a population of the city to reduce that population. 

Q Could you tell me how that culling process 

takes place so that we can be sure that we have only the 

diseased birds in big cities but the healthy birds brought 

out to the countryside for the shoots? 



1 

A The culling does not take place when the 

birds are trapped. I am not trying to --

Q When does it take place? 

A The culling takes place naturally as it does 

with anything diseased when the birds die out and when 

the birds are sorted for the shoot. Birds that are sick 

birds are discarded if there are any there. 

Q How are they testing for disease at that 

* point? 

A It is not a matter of testing, the people 

that haadle them, the trappers and people that handle them 

recognize a healthy and vital bird. 

Q How do they do that? 

A By their experience in running shoots. 
1 It is in their profound interest to make sure that every 

bird that goes into those boxes is a healthy bird. 

Q So in conclusion, if a bird looks healthy, 

it is healthy? 

A I can tell you an interesting thing is 

they can reach into a box, and again, I am not a pigeon 

handler, I am not a raiser or breeder of pigeons or 

any th in I like that. I know people that trap pigeons, 

in my csnversations with them, they can reach into a 

box of sirds and they can find the healthiest, strongest 

flyer ia that box. 



Q And based on that skill -- they are able 

to determine whether or not that bird is carrying micro-

biotic tisease? 

A No, they are able to determine whether or 

not it .s a diseased bird. The point, the issue --

Q How do they do that? 

A The issue of disease is not one, you know, 

we are :aking these birds out and exterminating them 

because all pigeons are diseased. The issue of disease 

is the pigeon shooting, the trapping of pigeons reduces 

the greLter population --

Q 1 understand your argument completely. 

I find :hat silly in light of modern science. It is to 

me ludicrous to argue that somehow if we leave the birds 

behind in the big city, at that point congested in the 

big cit' they will produce disease. But some kind of 

culling process, based on how a bird feels, is adequate 

to determine that the birds brought from the city to the 

countryside are among the healthy few? 

A No, the issue is not the healthy few. 

We are starting to move to the silly I agree. The issue 

is not that they are the healthy few. The issue is 

are they strong flyers. 

Q No, sir, they may well be strong flyers. 

A The image that you are trying to portray, 



it seems to me, is that these birds are taken out, the 

boys snLp their necks and go eat their hotdogs and so on 

is that somehow they are all carrying diseases. I don't 

think that that is the fact. I assume that only a very 

small percentage of the birds are carrying disease. They 

are potential disease carriers in the city. 

Q I don't want to push that any further. 

A And I am not saying somebody with their 

fingers can find --

Q Go ahead. 

A And I am not saying somebody with their 

fingers can find microorganisms. X am not arguing that 

whatsoever. 

Q That is what we are talking about in terms 

of disease. A strong flyer is not necessarily a healthy 

bird in the sense of being non-disease carrying. I 

mean 1 think we can — 

A Sure. 

Q I happen to agree with the gentleman on 

your side of the issue who testified earlier that a 

substantial number of these birds can carry disease. 

A I think a substantial number of them can. 

I agree with that. But I don't agree with the image that 

they are all diseased and that everybody that goes out 

handling the birds is being subjected to a massive dosage 



of microorganisms. That's the only clarification I wanted 

to make. I think for the most part they are not diseased 

birds, ?ut I know they have the potential to carry disease 

and pro3ably some percentage of them are diseased. 

Q If I believed that, I wouldn't send my 

son out to snap necks with his bare hands and thereafter 

send hin over to the concession stand to buy a hotdog 

A I wouldn't do that either. 

Q Well either your argument is correct or 

the gentleman who testified on your side of the issue 

earlier is correct, but you both cannot be correct. 

There i5 no culling process. There is a seat-of-the-pants 

judgmen: that this bird is a good flyer, this one isn't, 

and I tlink that is very different from determining which 

bird is healthy. 

A I am not talking about health tests though. 

Q You were earlier in your testimony. 

A Oh, no. I was saying it is to their 

benefit to have strong flying birds, and I am not suggesting 

that thsy can tell microorganisms, no. The point is 

that thi birds don't make it, they don't make it anywhere 

near the pigeon range if they are carrying disease. 

Because there is a period of time --

Q No, I don't think you have any scientific 

basis f>r that assertion. 



A I don't. I don't. Hie fact is strongly 
held opUnions and understanding situations. 

Q Sometimes we mix a little science with. 
our opilions. 

Now, with regard to the characterization 

of these events, you seem to describe these events as being 

events :hat involve first-rate shooters who come from great 

distance and who treat this almost as a professional 

activity? 

A I wouldn't say professional is the right 

word, bit they are first-rate shooters. 

Q All right, we are in agreement at least 

on that description. 

A Yes. 

Q I hear from other people that these are 

communi:y events where people by day are doctors, lawyers, 

farmers, grab their shotguns and come out for the weekend 

to part.cipate in this activity, but it is a community 

event. Which is it? Or is Hegins something unique? 

A X think Hegins is something unique, but 

I know :hat it is attended by many first-rate shooters. 

I have lot been to the shoot. People that I know, the 

circle )f shooters that I travel in, all go to Hegins. 

1 have lot been in the state, I only moved in the state 

six mon;hs ago. I have never been in Pennsylvania at Labor 



Day to go to the shoot. Had I been here, I would have gone. 

So, I can't speak to tiie actual demographics of the shooters 

at Hegins. 

Q The last thing, I think you made a very fine 

point, somewhat inadvertently, when you talked about beer 

at basesail games. My concern is precisely that, which 

you I tlink will recognize a moment after you made that 

compari3on. You indicate that at baseball games the 

players don't consume the beer as they are playing. 1 

have got some Softball teams in the Lehigh Valley to which 

I would like to introduce you where one or two of the 

players on occasion might just drink a half a glass of 

beer beEore he goes to bat. When it is a baseball bat, 

the risc is minimal. When it is a shotgun, the risk is 

signifisant. I think that it is absolutely inexcusable 

to mix shotguns and draft beer. In my view, beer should 

not be served at an event where firearms are being utilized 

at least untti lhaa teenn ti somppleed aan dhaa ti ti 

utterly irresponsible and violative of common sense 

to try and safely mix the two. It cannot be done. So 

I think that your point about baseball games, at least 

in my ecperience with softball, is very apt and a very 

constru:tive comparison. 

A Yes. I agree with you totally. But let 

me just draw again another distinction Again, I haven't 



been to the Hegins Shoots. The shoots I have been to, 

for the most part, unless they are large shoots that 

include family members and so on, alcohol is not served 

until aEter the competition is over. But at many shoots 

it is ic there is a large contingent of spouses, boyfriends, 

girlfri»nds, etc. Again, this is opinion but it is a fact 

in the sense that I can categorically state that I have 

never ssen, in the five years of pigeon shooting, somebody 

take a Irink who was involved in the competition. I 

do not speak for all of the shooters or anything like that. 

Q I am certain --

A You may be right. It may not be a wise 

choice :or them to make at Hegins. 

Q I gather at the smaller events that you 

have at;ended, where 1 suspect there is a higher degree 

of profsssional involvement, shooters such as yourself, 

that mar be the case. But as we open up these kind of 

events :o the general public and have a larger number of 

shooterj, my belief is that 98 percent of those shooters 

would n)t dream of touching a beer before they would go 

up and shoot a shotgun. But if only two percent do 

consume a beer before they go up to the line, that poses, 

in my vLew, a serious risk to public safety. Not to 

deter 9I percent but rather to prevent an injury being 

caused >y the two percent, I think there has to be, at a 



minimum, a much more stringent separation of shooters 

and drinkers. 

A Fair enough. And one of the things that 

we jdo do, going to recent sporting clay shooting, they 

gave you two colored dots to wear on your badge. In order 

to shoot you had to have a badge. In order to shoot you 

had to tave a green dot. Now when you finish shooting, 

they pesled off the green dot. You could no longer shoot 

because you didn't have a green dot. Then if you paid 

to have something to drink you had a yellow dot. If, 

the minmte you took a drink they peeled off your yellow dot. 

if you showed up without a yellow dot, then you could not 

shoot. That is a reasonable regulation, but that 

pertain3 to the regulation of serving alcohol and is not 

a justiEication for banning pigeon shooting anymore than 

the fact that two percent of the population or more can 

go out and kill people in an automobile, we don't ban 

driving. We ban the drunk driving or the serving of 

alcohol as they do in New Jersey and so on and so forth 

and it Ls two different issues. The fact that two percent 

of the people might take a drink doesn't mean you ban --

Q Those are not two different issues at 

Hegins. They are perhaps at the events that you attend, 

but they are interrelated issues at Kegins. 

A But you don't ban the shoot I think in order 



to prevent the two percent from abuse. 

Q I agree. I think liquor control is a 

better ray to approach that issue. I would ban the shoot 

for difierent reasons. 

A Yes, exactly. 

REPRESENTATIVE McHALE: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Thank you, Mr. 

McHale. Any other questions? Representative McNally. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: Mr. Hollingsworth, 

I underitand you have not attended the Hegins Pigeon Shoot. 

Have yoi attended the Coleman Shoot? 

MR. GITMAN: That is the same thing. That 

is one .n the same thing. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: It is called I believe 

the FreI T. Coleman Shoot, am I correct, and it is held 

at Hegiis. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: (To Mr. Hollingsworth) 

Q It seems to me from your testimony, the 

impress.on that I have is that you participate in live 

pigeon shoots held at private clubs, rod and gun clubs, 

that kiid of thing? 

A Yeah, private may not be the right word. 

It is n>t held by the public parks department as I 

understind Hegins is. There are places that anybody can 



walk into. I am not a member of any of these places. 

Q But it strikes me the description of the 

pigeon shoot in Hegins is sort of a wide open event where 

a great many people can attend, and as Mr. McHale indicated, 

in fact people who were just sort of casual shotgun or 

hunters, shotgun shooters or hunters attend and do attend 

and par:icipate. Would that be an accurate description? 

A 1 think Mr. Gitman might be able to answer 

that be:ter. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY- Would that be an 

accurati description of the Hegins type of shoot is one 

that is attended by a broad spectrum of the public, 

not necsssarily the expert marksmen? 

MR. GITMAN: I would agree with that. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: But let's distinguish 

attendaice and participation. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: Well participation. 

MR. GITMAN: I agree with participation. 

Hegins Lefinitely is pariticipated in by the average 

shooter. There are a lot of other clubs that will have 

the average shooter participate. But let me just say 

that, s.nee you asked the question, there are other clubs 

and you talk about clubs not being a member of, but there 

are othsr clubs in Pennsylvania that you cannot go in 

to shoo: pigeons unless you are a member. Unless they know 



you. Wi had a testimony earlier by Mr. Bubbenmoyer was it, 
that he runs a shoot. I couldn't walk in there. I wouldn't 
be let Ln. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: The other aspect, 

it appeirs as though there is a distinction between the 

sort of public community event type of pigeon shoot and 

those tlat are, you know, might be more appropriately 

describid as sporting events. Would you agree with that, 

Mr. Ho1.ingsworth? 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: I think the sportingness 

of the event is really a function of how birds fly and 

how the shooters approach the shoot. Again, I haven't 

been to the Hegins Shoot and I can't speak to that. I 

have nerer seen a shoot that I would describe as being 

merely amusing as opposed to a competitive sport. I 

do shoo: at another club on the same shooting grounds 

where ttere is a restaurant on the grounds and attended 

on Sundly morning by a large number of people on their 

way to :hurch who stop by there for breakfast. I don't 

know whire the distinction is. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: I will tell you 

where t r e distinction is. Mr. Clemens, in his testimony, 

I think described, first of all, you said that the pigeon 

shoots you have attended are designed to test one's 

shootin; skills. On the other hand, Mr. Clemens in his 



testimoly, I think he really was describing the Hegins 

Shoot slid that the object is to kill as many birds as 

possibl». 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: Which is a test of 

shooting skills. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: Well, it depends 

on maybe it is a question of whether the glass is half 

empty o: half full. Going back to the discussion I had 

with Mr. Clemens, for example, I offered him the example 

of the .ndividual, individuals that are in my district 

in the tig city in Allegheny County, who breed and train 

pit bulls and other dogs for the purpose of killing each 

other. And you know, they may make the argument that 

the breiding and training of these pit bulls and raising 

of them requires a certain degree of skill and expertise 

because you have to choose, select certain pit bulls for 

breedin;, know what to feed them and so on and so forth. 

Yet it strikes me that particularly when we are talking 

about a wide open public pigeon shoot, particularly the 

kind thit Mr. Gitman described, the individual, for 

example, who is in my district who is interested in 

trainin; pit bulls to have fights, I think he is motivated 

and the attraction of the spectators and the people who 

particiiate is really blood lust quite frankly. And you 

can't diny that that same individual motivated by what I 



call killing for amusement as opposed to killing for sport, 

that that individual would like to participate in a pigeon 

shoot because the same attraction and amusement that he 

obtains from pit bull fighting, he could find from shooting 

p igeons* 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: I would distinguish 

what the source of the amusement is, again, as 1 did over 

here. Ihere is no question, when you go to a cock fight 

or a pit bull fight as 1 understand them, because I have 

never been to either one, that there is blood lust involved 

because it is people simply watching two animals go at 

each other and there is no question that is a game of 

blood lust. There is no question about that. 

This is a different issue because there 

is no way, in all due respect to Mr. Gltman, there is no 

way that anybody has ever found to simulate the use of 

inanimate targets, the challenge that is presented by 

a live >ird. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: I am willing to 

concede that there are some pigeon shoots --

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH. It is not blood lust. 

Nobody goes to shoot pigeons just to kill something. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: Well, I think you 

are making a very broad statement. Now I would be willing 

to agree that there are some pigeon shoots in which the 



partici•ants are interested in testing their skills and 

that a pigeon shoot is a unique test of shooting skills. 

I am no: prepared to agree and the evidence and testimony 

we have heard today, as I said, Mr. Clemens said the 

object is to kill as many birds as possible in a pigeon 

shoot. You can have pigeon shoots, and apparently you 

have in Pennsylvania pigeon shoots that exist, if not 

solely for the purpose, at least one of the purposes is 

it attracts people that like to kill live animals and 

they ca.'t do that any other legal way. You know, 

it seems to me that we ought to outlaw that. Now how 

do we distinguish between the legitimate, the so-called I 

legitimate pigeon shoots that you participated in and 

those in which people are going because they like to 

see a bird blasted out of the air? That question may be 

problematic. This interest in banning those types of 

pigeon shoots, you know, I think is a legitimate interest 

one that would be a sound public policy. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH. Let me defend what 

Mr. Clemens said. There is just two different ways of 

saying we're talking about challenge. It is like going 

to a baseball game, you know, playing a baseball game. 

The object is to score as many runs as possible. He was 

just simply saying with different words the same thing 

I am saying. 



REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY. No, he was not, 
no. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: The object is to kill 

as many birds as possible. That is the object because 

that is how you win. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: If Mr. McHale 

were here, we could ask him. His questioning to Mr. 

Clemens, as I recall it, was these pigeon shoots are not 

sport a3 hunting is. That they are different skills, 

and I tlink they may have been discussing specifically 

the HegLns Shoot, but the question was, to Mr. Clemens, 

there i3 a distinction between the sport of hunting, 

the spo:t of shooting and these, this type of pigeon 

shoot. And Mr. Clemens said, he agreed with that. 

He said that this was different. That the object was 

to kill as many birds as possible and there is a 

distinc:ion. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: Absolutely. But 

I don't think really that is what he meant. When you 

go huntLng, the object is to kill as many birds as 

possible up to the legal limit for some people. Some 

people rill go out and say I will take two birds -- yes, 

it is. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY. No. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: The object is to go out 



and to ;et the limit. I think we may be moving into an 

area of purely semantics here where we are saying, 

what I >elieve Mr Clemens was saying is the object is 

to win :he contest and the way that you win the contest 

is by k.lling as many birds out of 25 as possible. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: I would respectfully 

d i s a g r e i , and the reason I disagree, I am far more 

familia: with fishing than with hunting. With fishing, 

althougi you can say that the object is to catch up to 

six fisL or 12 fish, that is really not the object. The 

object .s really to find the bait the fish want to eat 

or the ibject is to find the place where the fish are at. 

There i \ a certain degree of competition. 

MR HOLLINGSWORTH. Sure. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: It is a sport 

But on :he other hand we can, and it appears to be that 

this is an amusement. I think Mr. Gitman's testimony 

would sibstantiate that because when he participated, it 

is an amusement that people want to kill live animals 

and tha: is killing for amusement. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: No. I believe I said 

at the iutset that I don't believe anyone goes to a 

pigeon shoot for the purpose of, for the pleasure of 

killing. The pleasure is in the competition and in the 

display of shotgun skills which cannot be displayed against, 



there i• no more challenging target. And that is my 

testimoiy in the sense. It is not the pleasure of killing. 

As I sa.d before, I said the air is, generally at some 

of th,e shoots X have been at is really a respectful air 

and something is dying out there and nobody can deny that. 

And we are not here, I think, to deny that. But it is 

not amusement. I really just take issue with the idea. 

Nobody goes to watch in the sense X think for just the 

pleasure of seeing birds die. They go to see a display 

of shooting skills and people that go to shoot go to 

test their shooting skill. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: Mr. Gitman, do 

you hav. a --

MR. GITMAN: I have been sitting here 

patiently and quietly listening to the belief that they 

are trying to impose upon us that a pigeon is a more 

challenging target than a clay target. I absolutely 

refute that statement in any manner. The pigeon is 

killed in a ring. The ring is about 50 yards around 

away from the shooter. American trap, before we heard 

testimony, in American trap this man says that there 

were 2,000 competitors in the largest event in Vandalia. 

Actually, the 200 bird event is not the largest event 

in Vandalia. The Grand American Trapshoot where men stand 

and women stand at different yardages. That is the largest 



event. There are over 4,000 competitors in that individual 

compet.tion. 
i 

In that competition, with all the shooters 

partic.pating from all over the country and overseas, 

they s.oot 100 targets all day long and you might get 

one or two individuals to break the whole hundred. There 

is a 99 that has won the shoot many times. Now you go 

one step further and Jim and you and I have shot sporting 

clays. Sporting clays themselves is a hunting situation 

where the targets are thrown out. They couldn't be more 

challenging. You go into Olympic trap or Olympic clay 

pigeons. You have a target that is thrown for a distance 

of 70 t0 90 meters, that is almost the length of a 

footbal1 field, at various angles and distances. In 

American trap that same target is only thrown 48 to 52 yards 

and of the 4,000 shooters -only one or 2 or three that 

might have a top score of 98, 99 or 100. In Olympic 

trap, that target is traveling at a speed of 105 to 120 

miles an hour. The speeds vary. 

Why did they ban the pigeon shoot at the 

Olympics? That was mentioned earlier. Because it is 

not an equal target. The pigeon that flies or the pigeon 

that doesn't fly or the pigeon that flies slow is not 

an equa1 test of that man's skill compared to yours or 

mine with that same shotgun. But in the Olympics they 



shoot targets that travel at those speeds or those angles 

from 72 meters to 90 meters, at varying speeds and angles. 

And you don't know the target that comes out of a box 

that is governed by a computer and you don't know which 

target pou are going to get out of three traps that are 

' in front of you. There is no more challenging shooting 

sport tlan Olympic trap. 

Even conceding that, that everyone cannot 

do that and travel across the country or travel 

internationally to do that, we can shoot American trap 

in this country. It is the most popular shooting sport 

and the results of the Grand American Trapshoot will 

tell you about the difficulties. 

As we get older, we realize that we don't 

want to see a life taken. We value life. 1 don't feel 

that shsoting a pigeon for competition is not an equal 

target Ln the first place for the shooter themselves. 

1 have no argument with hunting, but taking the life for 

a skill and it is not an equal skill, that is what X 

was calLed here to testify. The targets are not equal 

and they are not legitimate. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: If I could just 

interru)t for one second, the Committee has to see the 

videota>e before the equipment is taken back which is 

going t> happen very soon. If there are not any more 



questiois, we can excuse these two witnesses, watch the 

videota>e and then have our final witness, Mr. Hodge, 

from the Humane Society of the United States. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: Could I respond just 

briefly to Mr. Gitman? 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Very briefly. 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: Very briefly, in terms 

of the teasure all over the world having measured targets 

that go within certain states and fly in groups as 

AmericaL trap targets do, let somebody in Tacoma, 

Washington and Tampa, Florida mention their target. The 

pigeon shoot, as at a sporting clay shoot, you are shooting 

the same day. It is the targets of that particular day 

and it -s each individual bird and there is no way to 

get froi a clay target the type of challenge that you 

get from a bird that bobs, weaves, turns and flies towards 

you or flies away. The targets are different and it is 

for tha: reason that they measure instinctive fine shotgun 

skill wtich is a different skill than the repetitive 

skill or shooting American trap or skeet. Without getting 

into thJ merits of the game.- I just-want to' rrespond (;o that. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Mr. Hollingsworth 

and Mr. Gitman, thank you very much. 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA: Mr. Chairman, 

I think this discussion is a non-issue. There are many 



in the House who believe that golf is a sport. I happen 

to think that it is nothing of the sort. But it is a 

legitimate difference of opinion and I think these 

gentlemen have a difference of opinion. 

X would like to make a request on the 
1 videotape, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Clemens and anyone 

else be invited up to look at the tape and also be 

permitted to comment on the tape if they feel that there 
1 is anything that is not accurate or needs explanation. 

' ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: If anybody would 

like to come up behind the Committee, I assume these 

■ platforms --

(Laughter.) 

(Presentation of videotape.) 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM. Mr. Guy Hodge, 

Humane Society of the United States. 

MR. HODGE: Mr. Chairman, my name is Guy 

Hodge. I am the Director of Data and Information for 

the Humane Society of the United States which is a national 

animal welfare organization headquartered in Washington, 

D.C. with a constituency of approximately 900,000 persons 

including 52,000 residents of Pennsylvania. I myself, 

am a native of the Keystone State. 

The Humane Society of the United States, 

over a period of approximately the last ten years, has 



conducted an extensive investigation of live pigeon shoots, 

which I have tried to detail in my testimony, and 1 am 

going to abbreviate that in part. I almost hestiate to 

say thi5 because I have something of a special expertise 

in the area of urban pigeon control, and 1 think 1 can 

clarify some of the questions and disputes that have 

arisen >efore. Pigeon shooting is a relic from our not 

so distant past. The earliest live pigeon shoots dates 

to apprjximately the 1880s, about the time repeating 

shotgun3 were developed. The first flyer shoots of 

such event, as sometimes called by participants, were 

held in Europe, Asia and Africa. Flyer shoots evolved 

into moiern trap and skeet shooting but the use of live 

pigeons rather than clay ones remain popular in particular 

in SpaiI, Italy and Mexico. There is no record of the 

first pLgeon shoot held in the United States although 

the pra:tice obviously dates at least to 1934, and 

accordiig to Sports Illustrated Magazine flyer shoots 

faded f:om popularity but the sport was rediscovered in 

the 195Is by Texans on a hunting trip in Mexico. 

Pigeon shooting still has an ardent regional 

followiig, particularly in the southern and southwestern 

parts o: the United States. In the early 1960s, an 

organizttion was formed, the TAPA, to meet a growing 

demand for organized shoots. That organization is based 



in Texas and has a membership claimed to be approximately 
600 shooters. 

Flyer shoots apparently owe some of their 

modern day popularity to the cash prizes now offered by 

sponsors. At the Coleman Memorial, the champion can 

' collect more than $2,000 in prize money. In some shoots 

such as that sponsored by the Loredo, Texas Country Club 

participants play a complicated betting game with stakes 
1 reportedly as high as $35,000. 

The Fred Coleman Memorial is one of the 

few live bird shoots in the U.S. held in public view. 
; Most shDots are held at private gun clubs, fields and 
1 ranches. Admission is often by invitation only and 

participants are as secretive about their activities as 

cock fighters. It is with good reason that participants 

keep a low profile. Most state anti-cruelty statutes 

implicitly prohibit pigeon shoots. In approximately 

15 states the activity is expressly banned by law. 
1 Opposition to live pigeon shoots has been building over 

the last few years. No state has fully escaped the legal 

and ethical and social questions that have arisen as the 

American people re-examine the way we treat animals. 

More than anything the controversy demonstrates how, 

as a nation's values evolve there are often painful 

collisions between the public conscience and deep-rooted 



traditions. In most jurisdictions the issue has been 

resolved in favor of the pigeons. The most recent state 

to render a decision against pigeon shoots was, as you 

heard, Nevada, where three years ago in a formal legal 

opinion the Attorney General ruled that the practice of 

' using live pigeons in a shooting contest was a violation 

of the state anti-cruelty laws. 

Some people wonder why Pennsylvania stands 

alone anong northern states as a place where gunners can, 

with impunity, shoot pigeons. But there is an open 

question as to whether live pigeon shoots were intended 

to be a lawful activity in this state. In Pennsylvania 

pigeons are caught in a legal limbo. The Keystone State 

is one Df only 14 states that do not define the types 

of animals to which their anti-cruelty statutes apply. 

The vagae wording of the current Pennsylvania statutes 

can blur the distinction between lawful and the illegal 

activitLes. 

One of the most troubling aspects at 

the shoyt at Hegins Park involves the lack of care provided 

to the >irds in the day preceding the Labor Day event. 

At Hegiis, the holiday pageantry is actually a four-day 

marathoi of pigeon shoots, which begin on Friday at the 

Valley View Gun Club. We fear that some of the birds 

may hava spent as long as five days inside trucks not 



countin; their hours in transit. Officials from animal 

protect.on organizations, including observers from the 

Humane Society of the United States, have repeatedly 

observe. birds crammed in wooden and plastic crates which 

were staeked from floor to ceiling inside of some of the 

unventilated trucks. The crates apparently remained 

untended in the trucks until they were carried to the 

firing line. There the trapper boys often were seen 

removing dead and dying birds and tossing them aside. 

Presumably, those animals perished from starvation, 

dehydration or suffocation. 

Violation or potential violations of law 

may also occur during the acquisition in transportation 

of pigeons for the shoot. The pigeons are purchased 

from contractors who raise or collect them and 1 might 

clarify that much of what has been said by humane groups 

in the past about the birds being captively reared for 

pigeon shooting, they have made those statements because 

they have read that in newspapers where spokesmen for 

the Hegins Shoot had said that they acquired their birds 

from breeders who specifically breed them. And I can 

submit those articles for the Committee if they would like 

to see them. Most of the birds we do believe are actually 

imported from urban areas where some of those communities 

have ordinances prohibiting commerce and live pigeons for 



the pur>ose of pigeon shoots. I, myself, reside presently 

in VirgLnia, which is a state that has a statute specifically 

prohibi:ing the practice of collecting or transporting 

pigeons for use in live animal shoots. Yet we have seen 

in nortlern Virginia classified advertisements in local 

newspapsrs, and those advertisements suggest to us that 

birds a:e being collected in the Old Dominion and possibly 

trucked to Hegins for their pigeon shoot. 

We have heard today about defendants of 

the sho»t asserting their individual rights. What about 

the rigLts, let me pose a question, what about the rights 

of those residents, such as myself in Virginia, in a state 

where we have spoken as to our views on pigeon shooting 

having •igeons being exported from our state to be used 

at pigein shoots. 1 would think that we too have a 

vested .nterest. Many practical difficulties remain 

in defiLing and enforcing Pennsylvania anti-cruelty 

statutes. There has been no real clear ruling from the 

courts in this subject. 

Now opponents of House Bill 696 have 

contendsd that live birds provide a unique test of 

marksmatship that cannot be duplicated with clay targets. 

But man' of the birds in 1985, when I witnessed the shoot 

did not take flight as the release box is opened. And 

I canno: be certain whether these animals were simply 



confusei, whether they were captively reared animals 

or the inimals perhaps were just too weak from hunger and 

dehydra:ion to take flight. In any case, it takes no 

particuLar talent with a gun to shoot at a confused and 

frighteled bird that is still standing on the ground. 

We have also heard that groups, such as 

the Humane Society of the United States, actually have 

a hiddeL agenda behind the protest at the Fred Coleman 

MemoriaL. You have been told that the bill was some sort 

of diab>lical plot to take the guns out of the hands of 

hunters. But we have no secret mission. Nowhere else 

in the Jnited States where laws have already been enacted 

against pigeon shoots has that legislation been used to 

mount aL assault upon any other form of hunting. The 

Humane iociety of the United States views this bill simply 

as a ch>ice between compassion and animals suffering. 

We have also heard that pigeon shoots are 

in real.ty a humanitarian endeavor. They claim to provide 

a public service in eliminating disease carrying birds 

from ci:y streets where they are urbane to urban residents. 

And coniidering such an activity, it is important to 

distingLish between explanations and excuses. Pigeons 

are not the public health threat that the previous witnesses 

would hive you believe. They actually suffer from an 

unfoundid representation as a pest. They do have a'somewhat 
i I 
I 

I 



beneficLai role in the urban environment since they 

scaveng3 city streets for garbage that would otherwise 

attract rats.. Moreover, most of the diseases attributed 

to pige3ns are so common in nature, so rare in humans 

or so mLid in their symptoms that the control of birds 

is poin:less. There is actual little evidence linking 

pigeons to disease infections in humans. What they have 

established in a clinical environment is that when you 

expose )irds to certain diseases in a clinical setting, 

they do become infected with the disease. That does not 

mean thit they pose a public health hazard. In fact, 

when th>y talk about pigeons having approximately 30 

diseasei, which can be transmitted to man, meaning they 

are episootic diseases, humans can transmit approximately 

50 or 6) diseases between each other. Point of fact, 

for mos: of those diseases, poultry, livestock and even 

dogs an1 cats, according to the Center for Disease Control 

records, are more a common source of many of these 

infectious diseases. For example, bird species, including 

pigeons, in theory can contract rabies, but there has 

never ii history been a single case of a human contracting 

rabies :rom a pigeon. In fact, the only disease of any 

real su>stantial significance is an ailment called 

histoplismosis. It is a fungal disease. The birds do 

not actlally carry the disease. It occurs naturally in 



the soiL. Their droppings provide a medium for the growth 

of the fungus and its transmission into the air. Because 

it occu:s in the soil, in a city environment, it is only 

going t> be a problem if in fact, first of all, the fungus 

occurs laturally in that city soil and if the bird droppings 

are acclmulated on the soil rather than on the sidewalk. 

Moreove:, because fresh pigeon droppings are so highly 

acidic, the fungus cannot grow where pigeons are actively 

roostin;. It can only grow at a site where the pigeons 

have priviously roosted and have abandoned the site for 

a minimim period of three years and then, under dry 

conditi>ns, that soil must be disturbed for the spores 

to becote airborne and inhaled by humans. 

Nationwide, throughout recorded history 

going bLck to about the 1930s, there have only been about 

250,000 cases of histoplasmosis in the United States in 

humans and most of those cases have been associated 

with poiltry farms, secondly with roosts of starlings 

and bla:kbirds, and only in a very few minor incidents 

with pi;eons. 

Live animal trapping moreover is an 

ineffic.ent method of managing pigeons in the urban 

environlent. It really has no effect on reducing pigeon 

populat.on. Since the pigeon is such a prolific breeder, 

the relttively small number of birds removed with traps 



has littie effect on the flock. What you do by creating 

more favorable conditions for the animal, since there is 

less competition for available harborage, food, water 

and sheIter, those birds that survive tend to be healthier. 

Being healthier they tend to have a greater success rate 

at repreducing and they very quickly compensate for the 

birds tlat are removed. Typically in as little as four 

months when nou utart t aemoval lrogram, ,he eopulation 

is restared to its natural level, which is the carrying 

c a p a c i t y . The only thing that determines the number of 

pigeons in a city setting is the amount of food and shelter 

availabLe to them. 

We have also been told that the birds 

killed Ln Hegins give their lives in the name of civic 

charity. But neither the long history of the event 

nor its profitability makes the killing any more acceptable. 

Elsewhere in the state gun clubs holding live pigeon 

shoots io not pretend to such noble aims. None of these 

p u r p o r t i d benefits, whether real or imagined are worth 

tlxe ter:ible cost in animal suffering. 

Now the HSUS does not doubt that the Labor 

Day eveit in Hegins is the social highlight of the year. 

But sursly we think the township can find a cause for 

celebra:ion other than killing pigeons. Now the town 

officiaLs may be hard pressed to find another diversion, 



which wLll attract such a large crowd and entice people 

to travil to the Schuylkill Valley from all over North 

and Sou:h America. But if the holiday festival in Hegins 

cannot endure without the slaughter of pigeons, it 

would b! a sad commentary on the values of the visitors 

who atttnd the Fred Coleman Memorial. 

It is not our intention to judge the people 

of Hegiis. Their Labor Day celebration is a fine tradition. 

But PenLsylvania's tolerance towards this pastime has 

done fuidamental damage to the nation's confidence in 

animal irotection laws. The passage of House Bill No 696 

is an ejsential step if we are to even handedly apply 

the doc:rine of the humane treatment of animals. The 

passage of this bill would continue the state's long­

standing commitment to the humane treatment of animals. 

It affirms that cruelty to animals has no place in 

Pennsylrania no matter how longstanding a tradition or 

profita>le the enterprise. For these reasons, the 

Humane Society of the United States enthusiastically 

supporti the passage of H.B. No. 696 and we would urge 

this Committee, with all possible dispatch, to report 

the bil. out to the full House for consideration. Thank 

you. 

(Applause.) 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Thank you, Mr. Hodge. 



Are there any questions? Representative Piccola. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA: 

Q Mr. Hodge, I guess, I am not sure from your 

testimony whether I can clear up the controversy that has 

been in my mind from this hearing is where do these pigeons 

come fr>m? I assume you have been here today. 

A Yes. 

Q And you have heard testimony from those 

who are involved in these shoots, both in Hegins and 

elsewhere, that they are simply not bred for the purpose 

of being used ii nth ehooot YYet we have ethi sso-caled 

fact sheet here. Now you are somewhat equivocal, I think, 

in your testimony and indicated that this fact sheet 

apparen;ly came from newspaper articles? 

A Well, I can't speak to the source of that 

fact sheet. It is not from my organization. 

Q Yes, I understand that. 

A But what I do know is I think, well, I 

have seen comments by spokespersons for the Fred 

Coleman Memorial in which they have stated to the 

press that the animals were being purposely bred. 

I think those statements were in error at least in part. 

I do think many, if not a majority, if not all of the birds, 

at least to my knowledge, are gathered in the urban 

environlent and trucked to the community for the shooting 



and I tlink that is typical of most pigeon shoots conducted 

in the Jnited States. 

Q So then it would be your opinion that this 

statemeit in this fact sheet is not in fact accurate? 

A It was probably accurate as it was represented 

to the teople who wrote up that sheet. I think they 

were retorting the information presented to them. But 

you are correct, I think most of the birds do quite simply 

come frim the urban environment. 

Q I am not suggesting they deliberately lied. 

Don't git me wrong. I would agree with you that their 

source, namely, newspaper article is probably less than 

the bes: source to take knowing what gets printed in 

newspapsrs. Now you had characterized yourself as an 

expert if some sort in, you sounded like one too with 

your teitimony, pigeons and urban settings. 

A In my capacity with the Humane Society of 

the Uni;ed States, for the last 18 years, one of the 

functiois I have had is to provide a free consultation 

service to municipal governments to assist them in 

designiig urban pigeon control and urban wildlife damage 

control programs. I am a naturalist by training. Have 

functioLed as an adjunct professor of biology at Northern 

VirginiL Community College, and as a matter of fact, 

I came tere not from Washington, D.C. but from Lexington, 



Kentucky where I am in the process of designing a pigeon 

control plan for that community. 

Q And what do those pigeon control projects 

involve? 

A Well, principally because the number of 

pigeons in the community is determined by the availability -of 

food and harborage, the focus that we are now recommending 

to cities and the cities are turning to is to reduce 

the amount of harborage in the community through improved 

sanitation and through the erection of structural 

barriers which physically exclude the birds from places 

where they might otherwise perch a roost. And by reducing 

the amount of habitat available, you will get a natural 

suppression of the number of birds within the community. 

Q That system, notwithstanding though, 1 

imagine many municipalities simply trap them and do what 

with them? 

A Well typically, unless you get in a small 

town, most municipalities do not take an active role 

in pigeon control. They will provide advice to the 

residents if it is requested. But it is viewed, the 

pigeon problem is actually viewed as a matter of 

perception. There are people who love to have the birds 

on their property and a neighbor may very much dislike 

having the birds. So most cities simply say it is up to 



that individual to deal with the problem. The individual 

contracts with a commercial pest control company for 

pigeon control services. 

Q Is that where these trapped pigeons come 
1 from? 

A I can only offer you a presumption, and 

I presume that many of the pest control companies which 

do live trap birds are in fact doubling their income, 

so to speak, by not only charging the property owner 

from whose premises they remove the birds but by then 

in turn selling them. 

Q You perhaps don't know the answer to this 

question since you are now a resident of Virginia I believe. 

And you indicated Virginia has a law outlawing the 

transporting of pigeons for the purpose of live shoots. 

A It outlaws every aspect, collection, 

participation, transport. 

Q Do you know of any Pennsylvania community, 

city, township, borough that has such an ordinance? 

A I had heard, I received a report from 

Mr. Eric Hendricks of the Pennsylvania SPCA, that the 

City of Philadelphia has such an ordinance but I do not 

have a copy of that ordinance and I have not seen it. 

REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA- Thank you. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Representative 



McNally. 

REPRESENTATIVE McNALLY: I have just one 

brief qLestion that I want to direct to Mr. Hollingsworth 

if he w»n't mind. Having viewed this videotape of the 

Hegins 'igeon Shoot would you say that that is a fair 

test of your shooting skill, that it would be? 

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: Not really. What I 

believe they did is that one bird out of 50 or 75 

eventually shown on the ground, I haven1t seen, you see 

that in isolated incidents. But there we saw it 

repeateL. Some of the birds shot in the air were fairly 

typical box birds. I have shot a lot faster and a lot 

stronger. Short answer is no. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN BLAUM: Any other questions? 

(No response.) 

I would like to thank everyone that came 

today aid all our witnesses and people in attendance for 

coming to this Judiciary Committee hearing on this piece 

of legislation. The Judiciary Committee will now take 

this legislation under advisement and make a decision. 

Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon at 1:50 p.m. the hearing 

was adjourned.) 
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naTMiM HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Hay 22, 1989 

The Honorable Thomas R. Caltagirone 
House Posb Office Box 209 
Room 214, South Office Building 
Harrisburj, PA 17120-0028 

* Dear Mr. Chairman: 
t'This letter is in regard to House Bill 696 

(banning pigeon shoots in Pennsylvania). We would 
like to advise you that the members of the House of 
Representitives that have signed this letter strongly 
oppose ths passage of this bill. 

*' it is our belief that the Hegins Pigeon 
Shoot, in Schuylkill County, held on an annual basis 
on Labor 3ay is a local community function that raises 
needed charitable funds used for the maintenance of 
local recreational facilities. 

\ t' We feel that this is not a State issue but 
|should be decided by individual communities on a local 
(basis. Our constituents by a large majority, favor 
'this activity and we believe that the passage of this 
/bill would violate the rights of our local citizens' 
/ freedom oE choice* 

Thank you very much for consideration in 
this mattar. 

Sincerely, 



1600 RHOPB IVLAND A V A H W I N.W. 

WASHINGTON. D.C- 2 0 0 3 6 

310 SOUTH ALLEM STHEBT 
ENTATTVE #326 

S T A T E COLLEGE, P A 16801 
814 834X888 
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Filet 5.1.1 

Representativet 
It has fUHU t0 ay attention that dalns hove been nade thnt the HRA In 
Hay support* 8.B. 696, proposed legislation that would ban live bird 
Mm) shooting la the Oosntonifealth. This la not the case — the HRA 
ila&ya been opposed to this legislation and rennlne opposed to It 
r. 
Ihe MRA vlll continue to oppose thin legislation even It it la attended 
hilt the ban to the Begins Pigeon Shoot or any other pigeon shoot. 
Live pigeon sbooting la n traditional, international shooting sport. 
is aany adheronto worldwide* Although the Mtn has no program of this 
f It does not objeot to then. 
Passage of thIs legislation, however it night be anended to Halt the 
ras objections currently extant, would constitute a dangerous 
tdent that coild lend to anti-hunting legislation in the future. 
IRA's positioB on the issue of live pigeon shooting remains the ease 
Lnays. Shoul1 yon have any questions or wish to discuss the natter 
Me in njore drtall, please do not hesitate to give no n call. 

thank you.''' 

njtk 



tiain Street 
437 
!. 17938 

Huns R* Caltaglrene 
sf Representatives 
L Office 
Lai Building 
It PA 17120-0028 

Thomas R* Caltaglrone: 

\ the labor Day Shoot has been very special for many people of t ie Begins Area. 
t has been beneficial In that It has provided a facility that la used by many 
Ions and fa«"*i1p9 throughout this commmity. Other tows and cities spend tens of 
of tax dollars to provide a recreational facility such as the Begins Park. Tax 

5 not support the Begins Park. 

abjective of the Labor Day event* I believe this to be true, was and la to provide 
ty for sportsmen who by choice want to wEiyt**- with other sportsmen. Since these 
, who love this sport, have supported our labor Bay for the past 34 years we would 
od feel obligated to mm-inue this shoot far them. In many cases father and sons 
ars spend time tagether at anmaHrfr̂  they like and want to do. This shoot has 
lthout police protection and has not caused any trouble for our communlty or any 
pie far the first 50f years. There has never be*?" any Injuries to anyone all 
rs< Only in the past three or four years y™» people from out of the area have 
In drawing nattorw"1 nftcf^'<<xi along with demanding police protection costing tax 

ay tax dollars. These protestors <*»»■*» to n*g*wn trying to disrupt and criticize a 
ceful event* The sportsmen and inmi towns pwrpl*? stood by and watched and took 
se« He were not breaking any law. 

the most rewarding of al l la that the people of this ccnnunlty have learned to 
ther fftF*pMrg much time for a cannon cause. Young men, and in the past few years 
s, get paid for setting the traps* This has taught these young people the reward 
og and the value of money and that shooting la serious and dangerous. These young 
girls, contrary bo what the protestors want to have you believe grow up to be hard 
professional and hif^ifffff people. I would challenge anyone to go to the large 
outside this caomurdty and ask them how they like the employees from the Begins 

d bow they compare than to other employees. 

olunteers who donate their time each year strongly disagree with the proposed H.B. 
ts potential interference with their rights. Also the rights of sportsmen who 
bis sport for hundreds of years. / / 

y yours, 

h 
gins Park Assn. & 
Canmittee 



jb£r*S*l> ~J*K~ ^C*SG** 0J J&jla- ^d^ctJ- ^far<J ^Jta^ut^ 

*&J!AM~CL*PA, ^Jksneruf*~>. - / L A V <ct.~vnnc>-*-»c> J&/u? 

^Jpjcapvt. ^ ^2jtpjtr ^t.o-**7 JLk&faJr ~&-jf 

for PM v\ * " w a > 1 ^ » * ' ' „ . /7Baay^> 



1993 Opinion 
Jlint 21,1987 A6 

- — _ - 1 - » - — -

Letters to the editor 
_ 

lOlD a v e r t d i s a S t e f the sovernor and Pennsylvania1 before the legislature recesses at 
_ T . legislators, editorial outcries by a the end of'June. For Information 
To the editor- dozen newspapers, and strong sup- on the Issue, contact: Trans-
In a few weeks, the Pennsylva- port among many Pennsylvania Species Unlimited, P.O. Box 1553, 
la legislature will recess for the Representatives, HB 455 is still Wllllamspoit, Pa. 17703. 
nmmer months and will not stalled In the Judiciary Committee Dr. George P. Cave, President 
iconvene until two weeks after chaired by Rep William De • Trans-Spedes Unlimited 
abor Day — two weeks after an Weese, who evidently has no inten-
rant which, for many Pennsylva- tion of releasing the bill onto the CIHUAMI thanlr* 
lans, represents the worst of what House floor for a vote OinCOTw i n a r m s 
or state has to offer: the annual if the legislature falb to act on To the editor: 
lassacrein Hegin! (Sftuylkill this bill within the next few weeks, i wish to express my iincere 
ounty) of 7,wo to 9,000 birds in it is safe to say that the bloodbath thanks and appreciation for your 
I*?*8-1118 ra«to8 and in Hegins will be repeated for the cooperation and the publicity you 
■K r t«_. . . _ , « . . . Mthtime—and this time around it gave our open bouse held June e0. 
The Coleman Memorial Shoot is rnay include harm to humans as Approximately 700 to 800 people 

ot the only live birIshootlnPenn- weU, If another explosive confron- visitedouroface.Therewereiniiny 
irlvanla, but it is, by the organiz- tation occurs in Hegins; favorable comments. ^ ^ 
r's own boast, the world's largest. it is still not to late to avert a Thanks again for your support in 
t also involves the highly objec- disaster. Contact the governor and helplngmakeouropenhouseasuc-
onable practice of hiring children your own representative, asking cess. 
> kill the wounded birds. them to support the bill, and Rep. Morris F. Good* 
In spite of natioiwlde publicity William De Weese, asking him to . Postmaster 

nd outrage, hundreds of letters tt release the bill from committee Wllliamsport 
* 



registra- icrupulous haulers on vacant lots in ones WHO wouldn't. We couldn't see us 
rms to be crowded city neighborhoods. He ack- fighting it. We wanted to get die mbn-

lowledged that the letter was con- key off our back." Spannuth told 
who have 'using. Brigbtbill the members had decided 
as for re- Steiner explained that state regula- to let the doctors and hospitals take 
itember tions allow the authority to accept up the fight. "Frank can't take all the 
er ade- trash from medical facilities if (Continued on page 2) 

|7 Animal Rightt Group 
SJJ2, Claims It Toookraps 

By JOSEPH KOSACK release the pigeons. When they were 
Staff Writer unable to find the birds, she said, they 

_ _ _ _ _ ^ HEGINS—An animal rights activ- opted to gather as many pigeon traps 
■""*-——— jst group known as the Animal Liber- as possible in an effort to halt the 

ition Front has acknowledged re- shoot. 
Reagan's iponsibility for stealing pigeon traps It went on as scheduled, however. 
orkins from Hegins Park in an attempt to "We cannot understand why live 

lalt the annual Fred Coleman Memo- pigeons are used when clay pigeons 
rial Shoot on Labor Day. can be used," Maurer said. "The pi-

Jill Maurer, a member of the geons are shot, then kids twist their 
, _ ■ ̂ ehigh Valley Animal Rights Coali- heads off or stomp them into the 
iYj tion, reported Tuesday morning that ground.", 

i spokesman for ALF, identified only Hermaii Coleman, Hegins, -secret-
BS "Ben" asked her to relay a mes- ary for the Labor Day shoot, said in 

. . . lage to media acknowledging his an earlier interview that if the birds 
Tr group's responsibility for taking 26 weren't shot in the park, they'd prob-

collapsible pigeon traps and spraying ably be poisoned because they ue a 
kivTG grafitti on park equipment. nuisance. 
*"** Maurer said mat die AFL decided "I don't argue with those that are 
....10,11 to take action to put an end to the opposed to the shoot — they have a 

7 rigeon shoot after ruthorities refused right to," said Coleman. "But I Ion't . 
....28-31 to halt what is considered the largest know what other purpose-pigeons 

yy single-day , live-bird shoot anywhere, have in this world." 
4 She said die AFL had appealed to . ™e don t force anybody to watch 

* 'f>c* fA ^°e Schuylkill County Court but had the shoot, nor do we pay any shooters 
""a i A been "laughed out of court." to come,*' said Coleman. "This is an 
"*" ' - With no legal means to thwart die - area where there has-alwayabeen a 
v'v/" ** Coleman Shoot, she said ALF mem- lot cf pigeon shoots/Tb^ygetftdsted -
^4§7"21 I jers decided to raid die grounds and (Continued on^ja^^S^^: 

Dally News, Lebanon, Pa., Thursday, September 5,1985 ^--- ' 



(Continled from page 1) Hegias Township, said Tuesday that 
since before I was born, and people no charges have been yet been filed, 
still tolerate them in this area." but that an investigation is contimi-

According to Ed Hauck in an inter- ing. He eaid he ehought ti unfair that 
: view before the shoot, the 52-year-old recreational equipment used by chtt-
event draws 5,000 to 7,000 spectators, dren should be used for ALF's state-
!who gather to enjoy a homecoming- ments. "Stop the slaughter now. 
-like atmosphere and watch more than ALF" was sprayed on a scoreboard 
!250 shooters, some of who come as and "ALF" painted on a basketball 
•from as far avay as Great Britain. court backboard, he said. 
if ,™^™^«<^fc«» Maurersaid "Ben»toldherheand 
Sff3SfZ^.t mfottSstartvedcouldnotrelease 

m\emtUenadnce ? ^ 5 ? B - ^ ^ h ^ n t t ^ S e v ^ 

. Maurer, however found the park ^ ^ K M E S E K 
^ a p p e a r a n c e less than des,- « . „ , . and surrounding ^ 

Tv Par* ** a slum, for crying out * 1 E K P 
: loud," she said. "I'm sure a lot of it "I hope they don't think of doing it WM& 
;(the money raised) is pocketed." next year," Maurer said of the shoot, Y . K 
: Their action in Hegins is not the "because I don't know what the AFL _ - J B P 
jfirsttimetheALFhasleftitsmarkon will do. But I do know they won't J 2 3 H R 
•private property, Hauck said. In May stand for it." ?Kc5*HI 
;19B4 five members stole videotapes of Hauck said that about 5,000 pigeons * ** 
lexperiments with apes from the are used in the shoot, the number de- r - ""*-- -7 
laboratory of Dr. Thomas A. Gen- pending on how many shooters show :

 n f/~f 
narelli, clinical head of the injury up. The birds are bought from con- rfi ?* i 
' center at the Hospital of the Universi- tractors who raise or collect them. ~^M *» '\ 
;ty of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia Most of the dead pigeons are used for & j » M 
•and disrupted ongoing experiments, fertilizer, he said, although some ' V ^T^.H 
•reports stated. people take them home for food. . *" \jA '*£ ■ 
; The stolen videotapee weri shown Ted Godshall, a spokesman for the &4*#*i&f' 
•to organizations throughout the coun- Pennsylvania Game Commission/ 
•try, including a public showing in the said the killing of pigeons is legal be- _ . . 
; Art and Ethnic Center in Pottsville. cause they axe classified as domestic D ° y s nox; 
" - Melvin Stutzmant police chief of birds rather than song or game birds. Hegins pi 


