TO THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATCR:

My name is Suzi Dewing. I am the Pennsylvania state representative for Ameri-
can Victims of ABortion. AVA is a national organization comprised of mothers and
fathers, grandparents and siblings of aborted children.

We have a sincere interest in the 1979-1989 Abortion Control Act being
accepted by this committee. Our specific concern is with the "informed consent"
section of the bill, As women in this state who have had the personal experience

of abortion, we feel that women have the right to all the information proposed
in the ACA.

In order for a woman to make a choice she must be given the best information

available to make an honest decision. If important facts are withheld, many times
the decision is in error. ]

I would 1like to take this opportunity to share with you my own personal
experience with abortion. Prior to the actual abortion I did not receive an
explanation of the surgical procedure that was to be performed on my body or any
physical or emotional complications that I was at risk for. No one suggested that
there were alternative services available to assist me if wanted to carry my child
to full term. (I thought I would have to provide all financial and medical
expenses myself ). I had no idea about fetal development or what stage of pregnancy

I was at. This was never determined by the physician or cliniec that did the
abortion.

As the doctor began the actual dilation and suction he told me what he was
doing. I passed out from the extreme pain during the procedure because I was not
given an anesthetic: As I left the clinic my emotional state immediately changed.
I suffered from depression and anger. I withdrew from family and friends and
abused drugs and alcohol to escape the pain. I became obsessed with getting
pregnant and having a baby. Within six months I was pregnant for the second time.
When I miscarried at 16 weeks the emotional pain was compounded by guilt. I became

pregnant for a third time 3 months later only to miscarry again. T was convinced
that my abortion was a grave mistake.

I have since learned that these emotional responses I had are common among

women who abort. With every abortion the risk of miscarriage, tubal pregnancy,
labor complications and sterility greatly increases.

I have since delivered four healthy children and lost another to miscarriage.
As T look at each one of my precious children I see unique individuals. One can
never replace another.

My testimony, along with several other women across the state, has revealed
the need to adequately inform and prepare each woman before she makes the decision
to abort her baby. We have been kept in the dark and led to believe that because
abortion is legal, it is safe., HNot so in my case. My abortion did not solve my
problem, it created many more that have taken years to overcome.

I believe that this bill is in the best interests of all women in the state
of Pennsylvania to protect them from misinformation or no information about the
health and well-being of themselves and their children.



AFFIDAVIT OF JULIE CORL

My name is Julie Corl. In March of 1977, I had an abortion per-
formed at Hillcrest Cliniec, 2709 N rth Front Street, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania.

Upon arrival at the clinic, I was ushered through each step as if
I were on an assembly line. During the counseling session I was
asked if I thought about the altermatives. My reply was that I
could not raise a baby. I was then deemed mature encugh to handle
an abortion. The options available were never even discussed with
me. The risks involved were never covered. Fetal developument

was never covered. I was told the procedure was safe and simple
with just a small amount of bleeding and light cramping. I was
also told my baby was not a baby yet - just fetal tissue. Every-
thing told to me was a lie. I had severe pain and heavy bleeding
for two days confining me to bed. One week after the abortion I
hemorrhaged. When I returned to the clinie with my problem, I

was met not with the concern they claim to have for women, but in-
stead with anger that I would dare to present to them with a com—
plication.

When the abortion was over I realized too late that it was a wrong
decision. If I had heen given proper information on fetal develop-
ment, the risks involved in the procedure, and counseled about what
options were available to me, and then given time to digest this
information, I feel certain I would not have had an abortion. There-
fore, I feel the twenty-four hour waiting period in House Bill 1979
is essential for women to have to enable them to consider the
alternatives available to them.
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Theresa A. Long known to me to be the person ab affirmed " that

the above is true and correct to the best of her 1nformatlon knowledge

and; belief.
’ . ‘..\" v ‘l‘,:.,
Theresa A. Long EIE
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