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At approximately 1500 hours on October 25, 1989, I was in B-block show-
ing Francis Philippe, Deputy Attorney General, the asbestos in a plumb-
ing chase, since he is representing the institution on a condit8ions of
confinement lawsuit involving asbestos in this facility. The

following is a general account of the events that transpired from 1500
hours on QOctober 25, 1989 through Friday, October 27, 1989.

1500 hours- Lt. R. Miller was sent to B-block by Major Stover to inform
me there was a problem in Groups II and III.

I proceeded to the Control Area and saw Officers attempting to secure
the E-gate of the Institution. Inmates were attempting to breach
through this area.

I directed Lt. Sunday to obtain three (3) Corrections Officers, arm
them with shotguns from the Armory in the Administration Building, load
them in the new Chevrolet patrol car at the Main Gate and take them to
the E-gate to back the inmates off the gate.

When I first saw the situation at the E-gate as previously mentioned, I
immediately went into the Control Center and requested assistance via
the State Police hotline. Almost immediately after calling, Trooper
Powell called me back and I informed him we had a major disturbance in
the Groups II and III area of the institution and requested as much
help as he could send and that they were to assemble at the Rear Gate
of the Institution.

Following that call, I had Sgt. F. Smith call Cumberland County Controfl
requesting assistance from all local Law Enforcement possible as well
as the City of Harrisburg. Ms. A. Mendahall and Mr. Stodgell activated
the institution's Emergency Plan and proceeded to call SERT in.

Once all female staff were evacuated, ! decided to also send the female
Operations Staff out of the institution. Mrs. Calhoun and Ms. Kashmere
were sent to the Main Gate.

Shortly after they left for the Main Gate, the inmates broke through
the E-gate.



pg 2

A1l security staff at the E-gate ran towards Control and were brought
into the Control area [approximately ten {10)] Officers and
Commissioned Officers.

By this time, Superintendent Freeman had been called and arrived at the
Control Area.

The radio conversations were constant throughout the incident with
Officers stating that the inmates were attempting to break into the
switch-boxes in the cell blocks.

Mr. Auxer (Special Needs Counselor) constantly called the Officers in
the switch-boxes from my office informing them that help was on the
way, attempting to keep staff calm.

I heard a radio conversation that an Officer was down in front of K-
block. I stated "Tell the Highway Tower to shoot to keep the inmates
off the Officer®. Sgt. F. Smith called all towers and instructed them
to fire using shots to keep the inmates off the Officers and shoot to
stop the inmates. Do not permit anyone to escape.

Captain Keith was sent to the Rear Gate to organize our arriving SERT
team.

I called the Rear Gate constantly checking on the numbers of personnel
and personnel at the Rear Gate, and talked at various times to Captain
Keith and Captain Regan (PSP) about the kind of weapons they had. The
Superintendent at one point stated our staff were not permitted to be
armed. A few minutes later he questioned me about what type of ammuni-
tion the police had at the Rear Gate. I called Captain Regan of the
PSP and questioned the type of ammo they had. He responded that there
was an array of weaponry at the Gate and I explained to the
Superintendent that we must permit the staff in with what they had., I
made this plea because the Officers were in what [ felt to be a 1ife
threatening situation.

I discussed my Plan of Action for taking the Institution back with
Captain Keith and Captain Regan (PSP}, The plan was to enter there the
Rear Gate, proceed to Mods 5 & 6 and clear all inmates from the Mods.
6, 5, 8, 7, 4, 3, 2 1 and place these inmates into Field #2, then pro-
ceed on Tine to the Commissary to rescue Officer Swallop who was
reported to be lying on the floor in the Commissary which was on fire.

The plan was implemented at what I‘ve been told approximately 1630
hours and went as planned.

About this time, I Teft the Control area to the double security doors
in front of Control and witnessed the side door open on the Education
Building with approximately 100 inmates and staff evaculating, since
the Commissary and Education Building were on fire. I directed staff
to place these inmates on Field #1 to keep them separated from.the Mod.
inmates. These inmates went peacefully to Field #1.

Major Stover by this time, had directed a fire company into deal with
the Commissary and Education Building, and he directed the fire trucks

to the front of the building up the walks.
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At this point, Major Hazen (PSP), Captain Keith {SCIC SERT Commander),
Captain Regan (PSP) came to my office to develop a further plan of
action.

Prior to these Officers coming to my office, Deputy Henry had estab-
lished negotiations by high band radio from the Control Center. He had
agreed to meet a group of inmates face to face in front of the Education
Building.

An area was 11t up by the Fire Departments in front of the Education
Building and a table and chairs were placed in front of the Education
Building for negotiations.

Negotiations began and a joint discussion was made between PSP and
Corrections in my office to attempt to negotiate for the hostages
(Officers)} release prior to initiating any type of assault on Groups II
and III,

While negotiations were in progress, various activities continued such
as inmates attempting to break into the Activities area where Mr.
Kostelac, Mr. Berlin and Officer Drake were with a group of approxi-
mately twenty-nine (29) inmates in the Music Department. In addition,
a group of inmates were attempting to access Culinary staff behind
Kitchen II in the basement.

While negotiations were in progress, myself, Captain Keith {SERT Commander),
Major Hazen (Area 1 PSP), Captain Regan (PSP Troop H) were constantly
discussing tactics for an assault in Groups II and III, should it

become necessary.

The plan agreed upon if necessary, was an assault and sweep of Groups
I1, split assault between Kitchen II (by PSP and SERT), and Group
III assault.

Deputy Henry through the course of the negotiations managed to effect
the reiease of I believe eight (8) Officers. In addition, he agreed
that Superintendent Freeman, Deputy Henry and 1 would meet with the
inmate representatives the following day.

Shortly thereafter, the inmates were ordered to return to their Housing
Units in Groups II and III.

SCIC SERT and the State Police went through all six (6} blocks and
secured inmates in cells as they encountered them.

After inmates were secured in their cells, a gauntlet of PSP, Local
Police and Corrections Officers lined up between Field #2 and the
Modular Housing Units to effect the return of inmates to their units.

Mr. Kazor and Sgt. Diehl proceeded to the Mods one by one to ensure
they were okay for reoccupancy. Sgt. Diehl photographed some minor dam-
age of broken windows and biood on the wall in Mods 1 and 2.

I went through Mods 3 & 4 and down to Mods 5 & 6 to insure they were
safe and staffed. Mod #5 was not staffed and I informed Lt. Sunday

that this area must be staffed prior to occupancy.
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Captain Kerstetter and Lt. Gavigan were handiing the search and release
of inmates from Field #2 to the Mods. After Field #2 was secured, the
Officers cleared outlying areas of inmates as well as the inmates from
Field #1. Some of the outlying areas that were cleared were the Power
Plant, two (2) inmates had been locked in the Greenhouse, some inmates
were locked in the New Values Dayroom under Kitchen #1.

After all inmates were secured, Captain Kerstetter came to my office
and informed me that all inmates were secure and that the SERT squad
had put inmates in the first cell they came to as they swept the blocks
and pulled doors.

After all inmates had been fed, Mr. Benning reported to my office and
informed me that the Culinary staff had hid the knives in Kitchen II.
He informed me where they were hidden, but I do not recall the location.

(At some point in the early hours of Thursday morning, I recall Captain
Stoteimyer informing me that a few doors were not secure in H-block.

I informed Mr. Stan Smith (IMS II) of this and asked that the area be
filmed by the State Police, Lt. Sherack and Sgt. Diehl, and then
repaired. Captain Stotelmyer and I also discussed placing a plate and
padlock around these insecure doors in H-block.

We spent the early hours of Thursday and all morning Thursday attempt-
ing to clear the count., Inmate Edrington { a known homosexual) contin-
ually came up missing and we assumed he was probably in another
inmate's cell hiding. A cell to cell check was ordered and the inmate
Tocated.

I was informed that an inmate had obtained one of our high band radios
and was speaking on it during the day on Thursday. [ informed staff
that the battery would soon go dead and we would be able to get it back
when we did a shakedown on the prison.

During the day on Thursday, [ toured the Commissary in Groups II and
I1I, Mods. 1 & 2, and other areas of the institution attempting

to assess damages. Other staff such as Superintendent Freeman, Deputy
Henry, Major Stover and other staff were out in the institution all day
talking to staff and assessing the overall status of the institution.

I discussed a Tong term lockdown of at least one (1) to two (2) weeks
with Superintendent Freeman and other staff due to the severity of the
incident. Security staff were called in to help with the incident
which lasted in excess of ten (10) hours with all housing units secured
and fed. Correctional Industries staff and other Department staff
were to assess the incident such as Commissioner Owens, Mr. Stever,
Assistant Director of Correctional Industries, etc.

A thorough search of the entire facility was planned for Friday or
Saturday, on allowing staff to calm down from the incident where they wit-
nessed their peers being openly beaten by the inmates for hours.

At some point during the day, Captain Regan of PSP Troop H dis-

cussed a step down of State Police coverage, leaving twenty-five (25)
armed State Police Officers on hand to insure that the institution was
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calm before they were released. I discussed this issue with
Superintendent Freeman and he felt that keeping the PSP backup until
12:00 midnight Friday, would be sufficient time to ensure that the
facility was in a peaceful lockdown status.

From 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., we met with the inmates and the
Superintendent agreed to improve communications of policy changes in
the future and he also agreed to review the new Sick Screening policy.

The institution was calm throughout the morning and afternoon on
Thursday., 1 was informed by the Superintendent that I was to identify
fifteen (15) key staff that were to be in the Commissioner's Office at
2:30 p.m. for a congratulatory phone conference with Governor Casey.
Ideally, these staff was a difficult task since there were S0 many
staff that had done an excellent job throughout the incident. I was at
the institution at all times from 0830 Wednesday morning until approxi-
mately 1:00 p.m. on Thursday when I went home, showered and returned in
time for the meeting in the Commissioner's conference room.

I returned to the institution at approximately 3:10 p.m. and was
attempting to locate video tapes from the PSP hat had been taken of the
incident from the Department Building by a professional photographer
from PBS (a friend of Ken Robinson, DOC Press Secretary).

I asked Lt. Carey to get me the Duty Roster and bring it to my office
to insure that sufficient staff were on duty to properly staff the
institution. I ordered Lt. Carey to immediately hire ten (10) addi-
tional Officers to insure that sufficient staff were present to main-
tain proper security.

At this point, Major Stover, Trooper Piscotty, Ms. Fitzingo and all
Captain's except Captain Keith were in my office discussing the previ-
ous day's incident. A1l present wanted to watch the video tapes previ-
ously mentioned and they put Tape #1 on. Mr. Auxer entered my office
and informed me that an inmate had attempted suicide in B-block. He
also asked me if I would permit some limited dayroom time for the B-
biock special needs inmates on Friday. He explained that they would
not be able to handle a long term lockdown due to their special psychi-
atric needs. I informed him I would discuss his request with the
Superintendent on Friday morning.

A short time later, Captain Keith entered my office and stated the
inmates were setting small fires in the RHU. I stated let's go up and
see what's going on.

The Officers had put out the fires and were blowing the 1ight smoke out
the window by the desk with a fan. I asked Lt. Spells how things were
going and he had a "distant" stressed Took on his face and informed me
that things were not going well.

I Teft the RHU, proceeded to my office and called Lt. Dowd {PSP) at the
Manor House and alerted her that the mood in the institution was uneasy

and asked her to stand by as I conducted a further assessment of the
institution, :

I told Captain Keith I wanted to tour Groups II and III and we left my
office and passed the NCI truck headed up the walks. Captain Keith
suggested we riqe to Groups II and II with Treatment staff that were
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We rode to Groups II and III and pulled up in front of J-block and
backed up to the block. Lt. Renninger and the Officers had the front
block doors open and were sitting on chairs in the front of the block.
As I got off the truck, I heard an Officer state that an inmate was out
on J-block. I Tooked in the block and saw an inmate in the back of the
block on Tier I climbing up the front of a cell.

I informed Captain Keith I was going to Control to call the State
Police in for support.

As I proceeded out of Group II and III towards Control, I heard all the
inmates screaming "Turn your lights off". I then heard Captain Keith
and Lt. Renninger on the radio ordering the Officers to get out of
their blocks if any inmates were out and lock their doors. I heard
these orders repeatedly as I headed for Control

I entered Control and immediately picked up the PSP hotline and
requested an immediate full response that we had another serious inci-
dent in progress. Corporal Piscotty (PSP) entered Control and I stated
we need Lt. Dowd to bring her people to the Main Gate.

I asked Lt. Woife (Jr. Shift Commander) to call our SERT Team in
immediately. Captain Stotelmyer remembered that Corporal Piscotty's
PSP cruiser was outside the control area doors. He obtained

Piscotty's keys and immediately directed an Officer to drive his car to
the Main Gate out of the institution.

The Officer made it to the Main Gate and began explaining the events
outside via radio to Control. At about this time, Lt. Gavigan opened
the outer control doors to let Captain Keith and all other Groups II
and I1I Officers into Control. As he opened the doors, approximately
six (6) inmates entered the doors with the Officers. The doors were
secured, inmates handcuffed and set on the floor in front of Control.

In Control, we could hear inmates breaking into my office and then
heard them beating on the back door of Control. 1 directed staff to
move furniture and barricade the doors. We began distributing batons
and heimets to Officers in Control and the Officers outside of Control.

At this point, it was apparent that my office was on fire as well as
the Captains Office, because both Control and the outer control area
were filling rapidly with smoke.

At this point, an extremely black smoke began descending on us in
Control and one of the Officers (I believe Capt. Kerstetter) suggested
Teaving Control through the Key Room window grill.

A1l staff exited Control through the grill and proceeded into the
Captains Office which was surrounded by inmates attempting to break
through the windows. We proceeded through the Records Office and up
the steps to the second floor Treatment area. Once in this area,
staff tore an air conditioner out of a window.
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The smoke was getting thick and Major Stover passed out from smoke
inhalation. He was placed in an office and the door closed to keep the
smoke away. Captain Stotelmyer, Sgt. Stokes and [ believe Lt. Sunday
stood quard in the two (2) entrance doors to the Treatment area. We
had attempted to barricade the doors , but the doors opened out making
this impossible,

I called the Main Gate to see if PSP and other staff had arrived.
Superintendent Freeman was at the Main Gate and I informed him of the
status at our location, and advised that the State Police be permitted
to enter the Main Gate by force. [ advised that deadly force should be
exchanged, since inmates were setting fire to the building where myself
along with approximately twenty (20) staff were trapped.

Shortly thereafter, a force of PSP and Corrections 0fficers entered
the gate and fired warning shots backing the inmates away from the
building. Inmates were still on the roofs attempting to break into the
Treatment area so we yelled down to Lt. Sherack to send firearms up to
our location.

Lt. Sherack yelled up to us "Who are you?" I replied the Deputy as I
stuck my head out the window. Corporal Piscotty thought of tying belts
together to lower down and retrieve weapons. A .38 pistol and shotgun
were raised in this manner and sent out to the Commissioned Officers
guarding the doors.

At about this point, the inmates backed off the roofs, but the smoke
was ‘thickening in the area.

Staff on the ground obtained a ladder and placed in at the window. We
sent Ms. Fitzingo out and Major Stover down the ladder first, then
Captain Bowser. Major Stover was carried by a fireman face first down
the ladder. Captain's Keith, Kerstetter and Stotelmyer then forced me
out the window to safety.

I proceeded to the Main Gate helping a staff member out and then
returned to the ladder to help the other staff and inmates.

As I understand it, although I don't recail, the Command Post was
moved to the second floor of the Administration Building to aveid
confusion. :

Negotiations again were begun and the State Police requested Deputy
Henry. Negotiations were conducted from the Highway Tower and were
relatively non-productive with inmates making wild demands while they
wrecked and set fire to the institution.

I discussed an assault plan with the State Police and the same basic
plan as the previous night was discussed. A sweep of Group I to the E-
gate with Groups II, Kitchen II and Group III.

There were numerous demands made concerning seeing the Commissioner in
person and his agreeing to meet with them the next morning.
Negotiations broke down and an assault was ordered.
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While all these events transpired, inmates from C block broke out of
their cells and exited the block onto Field #1.

Inmates set fire to B-block basement and C-block basement through the
basement window.

In Group [ alone, inmates broke through the walls out of their cells.
In the RHU alone, inmates damaged in excess of 25 cells, 13 of which
were completed compromised, permitting the inmates out to roam the
block.

In C block, inmates broke out of their cell walls on numerous cells and
broke through their cell walls to adjacent cells.

Inmates in A and B blocks remained secure throughout the incident.
Modular Housing Units # 7 and #8 remained intact throughout the
incident.

This concludes my incident report to the point that all inmates were
secured on Fields # 1 and #2 and the inmates were brought under control.

This report does not include the events leading up to this incident,
nor what actions have been taken to date since the incident to return
the facility to normal operation.

RCS/c1f

cc: Superintendent Freeman
Deputy T. Henry
File
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DATE:

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

COMMONWE AL TH OF PEMNSYLVANIA

October 25,1989 Situation (Disturbance )

Richard C. Smith
Deputy Superintendent for Operations

/53-f7Z122§a£;;>
ames R. Villott
Correctional QOfficer # 2

Sir:

On Wednesday October 25,1989 I was assigned to the command center and
also to operate the electric Golf Cart between group 1, Hospital area and
group 2 and 3 to provide transporation for staff to the hospital as needed
to be checked out.

At approximately 9:00 P.M. when inmates from the main field were being
placed back into mods 1 through 8 there became a concern wheather or not
to place inmates into mods 2 and 3 because of the broken glass and the
need for photographs. This information was provided to the command center
and SGT. L. Deil was instructed to go to the area and take pictures. A
1ittle while later Deputy Smith decided to go to the area and evaluate
the situattion first hand and I did go with him in the electric Golf Cart
to the main stockade field, upon arriving at the main field we parked the
cart in front of the entrance to the training room on the gym road because
of the number of Correctional Officers and State Police that were in the
area.

Deputy Smith and I approached the main stockade field gate to inquire from
the supervisor, I believe Capt. Kerstetter how things were going. Deputy Smith
was asked questions such as, we have inmates on the field from group 2 and 3
also from group 1 should we hold them till Tast or Tet them go know.

While this conversation was going on there were approximatly 8 to 10 officers
Tined up along the stockade fence searching inmates before they were sent
back to the mods. There were also large numbers of Correctional Officers
assisting in and around the gate in addition the State Police were lined
along the road leading in front of the main field past the laundary where

mod #4 was located.

Deputy Smith and I did walk through mod #2 to observe the situation and
looking for a State Police officer { I believe Capt. Ragen was his name ).
as we came out of mod #2, Deputy Smith did stop and talk to Captain Keith
on the walk in front of mod #2 we then went back to the main field gate
where Deputy Smith and I did stop and talk to a State Police officer { Capt.
[ believe ) We then got the electric Golf Cart and proceded to mod # 5 and 6
to check them out and in route to this area we stoped and talked to a LT.
who was cordinateing the moves from the main field with the other supevisor.
We then proceded to mod # 5 and 6 and upon arriving noticed no officer in

mod #5, However there was a officer in mod 6 who advised us that the 19:0g p M
to 6:00 A.M. shift had a officer on the way to this post. ' o
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During this evaluation round Depity Smith and I did come in contact with
the following staff in one fashion or another.

Captain Kerstetter

Captain Keith

SGT. J. Miller

State Polixce Capt.

LT. Cooney ( I Believe ) ?

There were numerous other staff that he and I did talk to but I do not
recall there names at present .



DAILY INCIDENT REPORT, SCI-CAMP HILL

To:  Superintendent Beard Institution: SCI - Camp Hill
From: __ Capt. G. E. Kerstetter Date: October 25, 1989
Title:  2-10 Shift Commander Time.:
Date: Area:
Signdtuae: ‘ @ o Oceurnrence :
Inmates Involved: Stafd Invodved: Witnesses:
Name, DOC No. & Block Name & Tiile -

Rl

§A Cpy —

Jﬁégzé7";1r P;f

tions Taken:

Description of Incident, in Detail: (Use other sdide {f necessary)

On Wednesday, October 25, 1989, this shift commander was at Dept. of Corrections Training

Academy., This was the first of a_three (3) day course Discipline and Grievance Handling.

Thig first dav's training concluded and the class wag dismissed ar approximately 1500

nrs. Enroute to wy residence via Lisburn Road, I became aware of the SCIC Disturbance/

Riot, This shift commander then proceeded to my residence and returned to SCIC in

uniform.

Upon my arrival at the Rear Gate, I was briefed by Lt. G. Wolfe in regards to this

Disturbance/Riot. I was advised a contingent of PSP Troopers were already inside moving
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jnmates to the Main Stockads Fisld As T wae standing jin the Bear Catre Qa'l'lypnrt

uumezous_ESE.ExaopeLs;me:e_arriuinghalong_mith_some_QFTP Qfficers.. T overheayd

numeroug radic transmissions from cell hlock officers yhich indicated jomareg were

attempting ro gain entrance inta thoir cwitech baxesg
& &

AL _approximately 1700 hours thig shift commander entered SCIC through the Rear Gate with

PSP Major Hazen and Capt. McDonald and another contingent of PSP Troopers along with

several SCIC Officers. T took these Troopers and SCIC Officers to the Main Stockade

Field and Commissary areas wia the Laundry Road and Gym Roads respectively,
Upon my arrival at the Commissary area, I encountered Lt. J. Carey. He then briefed

me again of this Disturbance/Rioct. Lt. J. Carey very specifically told me he is doing

his best to direct and control this present siruation in this E Gate and Commissary

area. According to Lt, J. Carey, Capt. Keith was not properly assuming command of this

gituation for his subordinates. I then approached Capt. Keith, the 2-10 shift commander,

and asked him geveral questions: Has = Command Post been establishlied, who is the

ranking SCTIC Official; had anv specific orders been isgued: hag a plaﬁ of action been

initiagted. Capt, Keith seemed overwhelmed with this whole situation and my questions.

Capt. Keith then handed me the shift commanders keys saving "hold these"”, he then

? h ull h agaj tating the same. Then Capt. Keith pushed the shift

compauder's radio into my chest area. After taking the radic, it was apparent his "plan

of action" was: 1 don't wapt anvthine to do with this, you are in charge now. Capt.

Keith then walked over towards the Commissary area. This shift commander looked

axound and noticed that the PSP Troopers were all staying topether in an orderly

formation. I _then jpformed Lt. J. Carey to have Lt. Spells, Lt. Cooney and Lt. Sunday

eaders) re t to me immediately. This shift commander then issued orders

Lo organize thejr squads and get them in formation by the Gym Road Gate and keep them

there until ordered to do otherwise. Lt. Carey was given orders to get all other SCIC

Officers away from the E Gate House and over on the other side of the Gym Road by the

Commissary. While engaged in these activities, T heard several inmates Initiate radio

Lransmissions.

Capt., Regan PSP then started asking numerous questions concerning what the surrounding
buildings were, like cell blocks, Kitchen #2, Gym, etc. He asked at one point if the

E Gate was secure. I informed him it wasn't locked and pointed out it was damaged.

1 informed him it was only secure from the inmates' standpoint as they barracaded it

on the Groups 2 and 3 side with wooden Day Room benches and other items. Capt. Regan

“gsked if we had a vehicle to smash this gate, if needed. I told him we could probably

get g vehicle to accomplish this task, if needed.

Thig shift commander heard T. Henry, Deputy Supt. for Treatwment, transmit via radio. I

thought that he was attempting to establish contact with inmate(s) in possession of

radio(s),
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Hoyien f:Tbing to inmates I CE]]Ed Qver g hi .
@%%_tn those jpmares and_he p.

- "
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away from the fegre and F P”‘r%
Einn]]y at onon Pninf’ T enacjfjca!]g Q:de:ed “apt Eejt

and Stop f-a'fln‘ng to —amateg oo athey SCIC Offip—re LIy

fance
—_—
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& [=J & R=J o
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%ﬁgzin I ordereag Lapt  Keith ant. _tn gL to +he §

Cant Koi+th ' renli tro - Yoo, can's g‘l"tre ma Q:de:g 1" At £
ngth if ha Nant. to the F -4, o anﬁe Qne _moys time ho
a-E2&...__A_f_-_th_-;_s_n|oint. Capt. Keith left this 4read. Radio -

Repury Henrv and thae inmate(s), He Has attemptine to get

indured officeye Ar nnnrnximatglg 1730 hgm;s, foigez Ve
I could gee that his fa

CE Was swollen and binodv and he ¢=
E Man Gate %%ndnr informed the Control Des

anather Dffiror Wag carried rn the E Man Gate by inmares,
Dot recoenize thia officer as big face Y33 _swollen and ano:

I then {nformed Contral this was Armold, 1t ¥as obvious ¢}
with_11q hut athere mpr%ne objects over the fepn

pml—tﬂ_ge;ﬁ_n&_oifim Arnold out the inma:g(a! used a f4§

i'-“-—thnnu_gh the E-Cate At us

infarmed him of the fwn officers being z;glgasgd, I believe
ke arrivine ar the E fata and thev Here to he let t"h;ough.
’ Qf—-fa.c&_ta_ﬁm_npunriarinnq_ The iomates arrived and 1 ord

them slowly ang thoroiehiv. Sopetime durine this activicy 1

“‘Lb&%d_bemm blazine again, Apain there vere

“diﬂ—ttamsmmimq that ind'iﬁ.t.e.d_gmnted to burn down
i hree (3 officer

% side of Kitchan #2. I then saw 0

%_"m NEFirmnm 1o
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Co Atherton was being punched and hit with what appeared to he broom handles. 1 saw

an inmatre close tn the fence His face was covered and ali I could see yere his aves.

I went up tn tha E Gate Yniee fopee area and shonred at +his ipmate to stop the others

from agssanlring rhese twn officers Thig inmate turned aronnd and srarted walkine

tawards the affirprg Twuo of three hlapk inmatres then momentarily snoke tg the other

inmang_rhny thep went tn the assistance af Officere 1. Athertop and Hargrove, These

inmates thoen surrounded Officers Hnrsrnvp angd C. Atherton ig_a_grntecxixg_manner. I then

saw that ﬂFF#ﬁprg_Hg:grnne_and C. Atheyton weara nprighf on their knese Then an inmate.

r3LhEI—hig,_d:essad_ﬁLiLégﬂy_smealﬁmﬁf said to _me +ha nfficers ware gk and he had given

them medical treatment T agked thic inmate for_his pame and numbher, he replied

A;nald_and_kept_malking_and_disappeared_in_amang arher inmates. Then Officers Klock apnd

Ka0£ex_ua:a_b;ough:_dnnn_xo_H_side_a£_Kitchen_il,_tha;_appearpH to be uninjured, Then

thesa officer hostages were taken hacl up to. the ca1] hincks The fire triucks were on

the-scene and put out the anm*ssazy_hlazef I reparted tn Contyal several times inmates

wate—-carrving fond Ffram YirﬂhnnJL__ALme_nn'Fnr the inmates throwr oranges and erape—
=4 L= LY

frudite over tha FD“"‘Ht—uS
Abant 1830 hours T engaged an inmate in conversation ag two inmates needed heart medi-

ctation. Whap the two inmates came to the £ Gate. I got their DOC numbers K9429 and

KO667 and shortly afterwards thev received their medication. T remember asking Control

if our perimeter was secure as somebody reported that a truck was on fire in the fence

on _the Main Stockads fapce. Control stated it would be checked out. Then several

inmates carried ap injured inmate to the F Man Cate, These inmates wanted him out as

he_apPeaxgd_;g_haxg_head_ugunds, After gettine this inmate through the barricaded E Man

Gate rubhle _another inmate dust dived through to our side of the fence. 1 informed

Control of this second inmatre instyucting them to notify the Command Post. My thinkinge

a‘—ﬂ-"—ﬂw_tblsmme_shmu_d_hﬂ_m_twd for jntelligence . purposes. I

thiok if sr=c Sgt. Norris that escarted him to Control area, T ipnformed Control of several

other events guch ag inmatac turning fire hydrants on and the equipment shed on Main

Stockade Field on fira,

i i i o negotiate returned

inte Lroupg ? and 3 Jhquu3LJkuu;LJxdd_me_LhﬂL_Ihﬁ_inmaﬁﬁs_had agreed to return to

their o1l hlacks and lock up. Several minutes later Officer Harprove was at the E Man

Gate _and then ather officers were awaitine their trup to come out. As these Officers came
thzoughuzbg_r Man Gate T informed Control of their identity. They were as follows:

Wwgrove,Chapman, Paserha, 0.1, M{ller (Barbers). Marsh, Eckenrode, Bickell, Keefer,
SgéTLewis —Klock Colyer, Contral advised me that there was another not vet counted

and—two-{2) gtaff memhars on the Gym roofu_*InmaLg_ﬁngkgx_;hgn_inigzmgg_me there may be

ane (1) or two (2% officers still in cell blocks locked in cells. There were numerous

inmate initiated trapsmissions indicating they were locking up in their cells. Then
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1 f'hnughf thig wae ;_u-nhah'l}r the officar not yet-aceouated—£for, T abodiy_t

me a set of cpll hlaclk kays and T informed conrral of this infarmariag T uwag then

ipformed that Officer Dralr_ﬁla."i_m:l_th&,@ym moﬁ-—'lle.n_nepm-_y_ue_n_r_y_ asked me tn

transmit that Command Posgt tn get mobile The angwer.was they ware golng to gray at

their Tocatriagn There ywere Again Rumarous.dnmate initiated transmissions ac they wars

lnrkﬁng into their ralle

At—a.pp.x:oxa.marﬂv 1940 hours T informed Contral T Aid natr see-—any inmates gutside in

‘Groups 2 and 3 areag Then_I_xeceiued_a_L:ansmissinn_Lhat_theneauas_an_employee_in the
furniture factory in need of jueulin  ac some_poia:_la:ex_M:,_Langland,_HcspitaJ

o . N t N w -
Administrator informed M——-d-ldn_t_.need_‘!“mﬂ in At _come paint I ordered It ‘-‘.nnda:r
not to take anyhody off the Cymroofas a-fira truck had 2 ladder extended over to the

Gym rocf I fnst:ucted_Lt__Sunday_no_anegnnmnn off the voof until they ware positively
identi£ied_as_emplayees.__Sometima_srnund 2000 hourgs I "as_o:dered_co_ﬁa_one:;tnhxhe_________
Cammand Pogt

Up,on mz arrival o+ nnpnry Smithl!c nF‘F-fna, I—%Iﬂ-s—in.f.med_hy him . of R0y orderg Thoge
o:de:s4aauL4@mn_my_:etu:n_tu_ﬂzoupg_7 and-3, I wag to take the SCIC SERT. Taam followad _

by PSE_and nnrer__gm_{_]\ r-nT'l block at o time-and Jock all inmatoc 4n calls t"Tﬂr‘iFY'ing

t WhErEinmafnc wera-lockad 1n nn'l'le’ it could he tuwo,—threa or

ol but thaovw mict could P=y ocke
four to 2 1 hay ke—plaead-ia_calls_uhaza_tha_call_doc:s ld be 1 d

Saua:al_minu:as—la:a:_I_:atu;nsd_;u—cha—C;oups—ﬂ and-3-arga-and orderad-Lt. Sunday to
b;ing_tha_@f"rr' SERT Taoam +n tha - E Cate Wea antarad ‘:EQHPS 2 _and 3 .and agsembled in

front of E Block., T stood up on the E Block stens and gave trhem the same orders issued

ahang_aud_added_l_nanxgd_zhgse cell doors pulled/pushed 1ike thev have never bheen

i ere tn ba in cells rhatr ronld be locked securely, T entered E Block

fmmmmmm;mmmmtch box, T looked down the tier

and it wag very dark, the tier lightsg ohviously nntfunrk1ng I ordered SCIC SERT to
enter and starr locking inmates in cells, The:g_mas_a_zzgmgndgns_amnunt of rubble din
themiddle of the tier. SCIC SERT was followed by PSP Troopers. They went down tiers

1 _and 2 and then up o tiers 3 apd 4 movine back to the front. There were several cells

wﬂmmmmmﬁuuhere the cell doors could be

locked., After the ipmates were locked in cells in F Block, I informed Control E Block

was_sggurﬂ‘_mean1ng_inmatga;ﬁLlLﬂlngk_gere locked in cells., I then proceeded to F Block

and did the same, then into H Block. As Il was standing at the front of H Block, I
nQLiggd_th;g_mgxgn L as many officers SCIC and PSP Troopers. I then looked over to

K _Black and noticed thev were in K Block Jocking inmates down. After securing G Block,

L proceeded to K Block and theqn Capt. Keith came out and reported K secure, T reported

i i Kej are not to spiit up officers, ijust do one

cell block per orders, T imnediately went to the J Block steps and reassembled the

SCIC SERT and PSP Troopers. T then proceeded to lock inmates in their cells as with

Ey—E,and H. Blocks I walked dowm part way ipn H Block as there seemed to numerous

¥
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broken ceol] doors and T ordered the officers to secure ipmates ip lockable cells. Whiie

I wasg etill at U Blocky Capt_Feith called for SCTC SERT ta report to rhe anditorinm

Ma}9;—Seevg;-wanced—é9—kaem;uhaa_ﬁise—equipmev* couldbe brought—into the Furnityre

Factory area., I thnlighf thar Cﬂpf Keith ag the SERT Commander was gn'l'ng Lo swigen fhe

T

auditor'ium. I then went [ e 'l'hF‘ Furniture Factoryr avoo %
- o
Major Staver again asked for conditions in—the-Auditeriumiiitchen#2 areze.  Cans Koith
4 £ Emu e
was_standing rlaoee hy and T told him £o go to tho suditosigm s whELE
2 e itox —bo W“ie—SGIC—Sng_was_____h__

"t 1 a r

standing hy Capt. Keith'g

him tn go over, Capt  Keitrh'g :gp]y wuas tha cama I than-met with Capt Regag PSE

Apparently he knew there were staff inside of the burning Furniture Factory. T then

said we should trv the front door of the Furnjture Factory. Again Major Stover wanted
to know the conditjons of the Auditorium/Kitchen #2. While standing in front of the

Furniture Factory. Capt., Keith wia radio asked Major Stover if he should stay at the
Furniture Factory or what, Maior Stover replied o Capt. Keith check with me (Capt.

Kerstetrer) and unless otherwise ordered stav at the Fyrniture Factory. Major Stover
via radio ordered he wanted another Captain with rhe SCIC SERT in Kitchen #2. Since Capt.

Keith is the SCIC SERT Commander. T felt he should he with them. While standine in
front of the Furniture Factorv in the presence of It, J. Carev. Capt, Repapn PSP, I said.

"Capt, Keith this is a direct order, oo over ta th

take charge of SCIC SERT." Capt. Kefth's reply was "I don't have tog take orders

from you."” T'11 take that order un along side of wvour head and take a piece of vour

head with it." At this noint. in the presence of Tt, J, Carev, T asked Capt, Reean PSP

to escort Capt, Keith over to the Control Desk area Capt. Regan's reply wag "that's

an dpternal Correction's problem and T am naor getting invelved." T realized he was riecht.

Then Major Stover aeain asked if thggg_axgas_ﬂgzg_glgazgﬁ_and can fire equipment get

over vet, 1 then told Major Stover that Capt, Kejth i sti11 standine here. Major

Stover then via radio wanted Capt, Keith tqo ¢all Deputy Smith in hig office, At some
point. I iof | Capt. R i o { the back of the Furni ek

i i . ot over, T then ordered Lt.
Sgndgx_;g_aasign_Qffiggxs_xg_glgaz_xuhhlg_fxgm_the E Gate and then do the same for the
FEMMWMMJMWE out of the furpiture

fwwmmwm Stockade Field, At one
point, four (4) fire trucks were at the Furniture Factory.

After leavipe the Furniture Factorv, I informed Capt. Regan we had inmates in the

band room. I then asked Capt. Regan to assist with moving inmates out of the band

room, _He had officers dispatched. These inmates were taken around to the cell blocks

startipg with F Block and finishing with H Block. Deputy Smith then wanted me to call
him vig telephone, 1 called. Deputy Smith and he informed me in the procedure to pur
inmates back in the Modular Units from the Main Stockade Field. which was in this order

Modulars 3,4.5,6,7.8 and then 1 and 2. I then spoke to Capt. Repan PSP about displavine
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Troopers for ys ro qyur lw
Capt Began dep]n;led his Troone alang hnth sidec ~f +he T:-nmriz;z Raad At

T

i B { L& I Car i s
““d“d'“—f-acm_and_wch_inmﬂms 6—theyr worg 1oc ﬂ"*'“Fﬁ"h-ﬁ—MAiumm
% anly Modular lnir 3 Inmates
Liet ten inmatac o1t Atz f:‘fmn and aftrear they were gearchad they proceed;
Unir 3 L infarmed. Contral Af the Dumhorg of inmates ot ta Lo searched,
until 2171 inmatae from trhe ‘Hnrln'l'f.ar unirs wers off of:- the Main Stockade Fie

asked Capr. Reoan ro display hig Troopers_in fhp—mﬂ—fﬂﬁhion_tmm_;h_e_ﬂai

Field up tha Gym Road +n Cranps 2 and 3 cell hlocke Abour (215 all inmat

clearsd fram the Mzin Stackades Field (":-lpf- Hpganhad_rhp PSP hP]'iCO'DtET

Madin Stnelkadas Eield with thei.- bill Fa¥aYs| lighte,
A-La.ppmx_i_ma_gg‘ly AN30 bours _ Jomatac hn“fng held on_ Fiald #1%

%nﬂﬁ 3 —Agﬂﬂ—% displaved fyrom Gror
G:Qllp: 2 _and 3 areag Thege inmateg wora T-n"nughf' over in grnnpg‘and__'[_mkef_

espective ~oll hlocic At dpproxdimatrels 0300 hnnrg all jnmates from ﬁrg‘”p
Securedin thefr collc in froupg 2 and %m
DOP“t-}I-caJ.led_m_tn hisc office i"wmi-tb_gaup_me_the_ﬁn”nmfng insryne

MW%NM #1 Have 217 Offipora 8o-tn the OFfira-
Rasm-Lfor ceffaa s:nﬂrrinhno, ato Than an {nmatn count wonld he taken An
GouRt—as—started—around 0500 Hm!*%
m——-ﬁcamm%f Q600 _ho

Qs 1 atrandand tha ﬂ_')_g_thf' rall ~511 ot

Sm-]'_.@h_and_na_j_nr Staugr Thair infermad t+ho LGOoconins &..7 shifr of t+ha 2vents
L = e [=3

ddeturbanceleiot of g Procaading dav and evaning "‘H'T'Lih-i-ﬁf_.camandu
boe' i o

MWM%A_‘TTF at Approximately 0620 honre
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DAILY INCIDENT REPORT, SCI-CAMP HILL

Institutions: SCIC - Camp Hill

To: Superintendent Beard
From: Capt, G, E, Kerstetter
Titfe: 2~=10 Shift Commander

Date: pacemher 4, 1989
Signa..tw‘ce': %C’Wn ‘ Eoje. Occurrence:

Date: October 26, 1989

Time:

AMea:

Inmates Involved: Staff Invofved: Witnesses:

Name, DOC No. & Béock Name & Title

Actions Taken:

Description of Incdident, in Detail: (Use other side if necessary)

At approximately 1300 hours on 10/26/89, this shift commander was in Supt. Freeman's

office, Mygelf and others involved in the 10/25/89 disturbance went to the Commissioner's
After

While there Govermor Casey addressed us via the conference phone.

office.
entering SCIC at 1430 hours and reporting to the Captain's office, I learned there were
Capt.

no extra PSP Troopers inside and that the 6-2 shift had not been kept over.
Deputy Smith had us

Stotelmyer said no shakedowms of the cell blocks had occurred.
Deputy Smith stated he wanted to start cleaning up the cell

report to his office.

blocks in Groups 2 and 3. A discussion of this nature tock place for a short period of
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time. T inquired why there weren't PSP still here. Deputy Smith then stated there were

twenty-five (25) troopers at the Manor House if we needed them. Deputy Smith wanted

a 1list gathered from Officers in Groups 2 and 3 of those inmates that could be trusted.

They were to be used to clean up the tiers in cell blocks in Groups 2 and 3. I informed

Deputy Smith T didn'’t think that was feasible at this point. I indicated just last

night 10/25/89 that inmates had hostages and wanted to kill us. Deputy Smith still

maintained we had to do it sometime, so we might as well start now. I left the gffice

and toured through Group 1 areas then went to the Officers' Dining Room. Upon my return

to the Captain'’s Office, I then went over to the Deputy's office again. At this point

I informed Deputy Smith it was getting late and the daylight hours left wouldn't permit

a cleanup of Groups 2 and 3 cell blocks. Deputy Smith and Capt. Keith left his office.

Prior to leaving the Deputy said to watch the VCR tapes of 10/25/89. We started watching

this tape and a radio transmission indicated there were inmates out in E Block, I

believe. Several of us left the office and headed for Groups 2 and 3. I believe

several officers came out of the Officers' Dining Room and they were running. T told

them not to rum, then about three-fourths of the way to the Education Building we

stopped. Capt. Keith ran by us heading to Control followed by Deputy Smith. We waited

there and then other Group 2 and 3 Officers ran towards us and past us. At this point,

I saw inmates in the Groups 2 and 3 compound. T told everyomne to get back to the

Control Desk and we ran back., Capt. Stotelmyer then said get these vehicles out of here,

Mr. Fuller got inte the dump truck, Mr, Spirk got into the laundry truck and they headed

for the rear gate, turned around and headed for the main gate. Officer Metro took

Trooper Piscotti's unmarked PSP vehicle and drove it out the main gate. At this point,

we waited ocutside of the Control Desk doors waiting for other officers that might be

outside. After a short period of time and no officers in sight, we closed the steel

double entrance doors. I then went into the Deputy's and Major's office complex to

check if ewverybody was out. T then entered the Control Desk and asked Deputy Smith if

he called for the State Police. Within a few minutes, I heard a radio transmission

indicating inmates were outside of the Captain's, Major's and Deputy's offices and they

were coming in. We in control got riof batons and several minutes later inmates were

beating on the Control Desk door. We placed items in front of the door. At this point,

there were numerous staff members in the Control Desk: Myself, Captains Stotelmyer,

Bowser, Keith, Deputy Smith, Major Stover, Cindy Fitzingo, Lt. Wolfe, Trooper Piscotti,

Sgt. Mohn, S5gt. Beam, Officers Loper and A.-Bailey. There were numercus officers outside

of the Control Desk along with ten to fifteen inmates. All of us inside of the Contrel

Desk were prepared to fight to oncoming imnmates. Then black smoke began coming out of the

overhead vents. Trooper Piscotti yelled if we don't get out of here the smoke will kill

us. 1 believe he wanted to fight our way out with riot batons, etc. Most all of the staff

members in the Control Desk moved towards the bubble in front of the Control Desk area.

I got up on a chair to see if I could close the vent just inside of the Control Desk door.
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There-Wasn't a venr adiyster 80 T got dowvn. T walked over by the kev room door.

rememhor T got” dowun an one knee in order tq hrearhe I _looked up and couldn't g

flouregcent light hecauge of the heavy black emake L then Inoked down ar_rhe f

thinking what rn do I then ye]lad "T-rn]_’r'rnnm window" tgice Snmphndy then =a4id

outthe window T remembherad the Security offirs had an air_conditinner ip the
th_-:nngh which fnmntwld-gain_amss_ I rearhed deun tn check if T had my ke-
this podnt I Lneow We . the gtaff in +he Contral Negk and those putside bﬁﬂﬁﬂn_th_{

desk grills had to get upngtairg +0 +ha trestment aresg After cattine out of the

I ;mmmq-:nc-n1y Hant rn—'ie—dcax_lea_d_j_u_smjjc whars the ronier is_located. Sgt

Ostarl -t'ng Mas-about +n open hig dogr and T tald him nnr to gpen i+ vef. I lookec
ats—tha L—n}!rnnm window, T “"""-C'Ed_blacmkuaming ant of the hole i the Contro

pLaxiglass—buhbla~__Someane_yelled_enexynne_uaskﬂ"r L was instrycing officers ¢

gatheraround thic. donarw with riaot hatons T had fhnllghr that ‘Tn“la-tﬁ.s_ﬁlﬁm_p_mbib_

reeordes—wffice e T Temembered that Jact radio transmisqinn about {nmates comine -

officag I thea tald qén- —Qs-t&ﬂing_t.n_om_r_ha_t;dnnr and rhere yeren's any_dinmat

Al —ofuc than ran up—thae Stapg.  Prinr tQ evervanes geiting ynataiyrs . Tt Gavigan

there are inmates on the raof as be was shootine mace out through the wall mountec

exhaust fan I drapped my kevs dowp to Lt, Rempinser to lock the downstairs door
us._ It Renninger Lame np. and returned me kevs, After we vere upstairs, we stack

heasry wooden henpheg 4n front of the twa doors leading into the treatment area. §

7

Iended np with 5 mara bhasehall hat sg5 did Capt. Stotelmver. Lt, Sunday - shouted
a¥re—coming in Mr_ Anverle affica. Capt, Stote}mveg_azarioned himself outside of M
Auxexrls office apd T g0t _up_an agne of the benches and other officers gathered arou:

with—siot batans Momentarily an inmate appeared In his office window then exited
offica back out onte the ranf Lapt., Stotelmyer and myself basically were directi:

i i d other officers equiped
Ei@c-bacon£'“P thaoge affices that ~anildg be entered frem the Group 1 roof areas. [

could—sea—iamatas on the fﬂnfs_bux_ix_uas_dazk_and_I couldn't fdentify any of the i

I do remember that Modular Units 5 and 6 were on fire, the newly constructed CDCC o

complex was on fire, below us the Captain's, Major's, and Deputy's offices were on

The smoke in the treatment area Was getting rather smokey. We told everyone to lay

the floor in order to breathe, At one point while on the floor, I was watching the

door and Capt. Stotelmyer was doing the same for the other door. We were wat:ching

space between the door and the floor for inmates feet. As we were lying on the floc

we_heard shots being fired SO we thought PSP arrived and entered SCIC. Shortly afte

erc. I remember taking an extension cord into Deputy Smith and Irooper Piscotti. 1

were tying them together to get _weapons up from the ground. One at a time, two pist

were brought up then two shotguns. I took bossession of one of the shotguns and wen
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into-the treatment area Capt. Stotelmyer then trook noassession of rhis shorenn o

guard Mr. Auxer's office. As I turmed, Segt. Stokes was coming towards me carrying a

shoteun., Tt. J, Carey ana_—Lt. Gaviegan were hehind him motioning with their hands

"No." T looked at Sgt. Stokes and his facial expression suggested he was under an

extreme amount of stress. T engaged Sgr. Srokes in a cogversation placing my hands on
the shoreun 4in an atrempr h:) take it from him Sgt. Stpkes wonldn't Jlet ¢o and he was
speaking so fast T couldn't underarand him T =aid tn Sgtr, Stokes vour so tall and up in
the smake yonr eyeg are watering T asked bim if be could actiially see, Set, Stokes
agreed and at this time T ronk possession of the shoteun I then stationed myself at

Mr. D, Shaffer's office entrance as his pffice windows were adiacent to Croup ] roofs.
It was a shart time later that someane velled "rhey_ham_a_laddgLoutside for usg."

Samepne said that the inmates with ng must he bandouffed in the frant in order to get

them doum the Jadder Thig was accomplished quickly as T stand by with the shotpgun
along with other afficers. T hawe nn ddes what the evacuation was, but T was in Mr,

3 ¢ 14 . £l inmates onut the windmw feetr €irst. After all the

inmates were out, T gave the chotgun fo somshady and T then swvited down the Jadder.

down_past the Officers! Nining Boom. T remember trying to think whar should T da as

the-shift commander. Then it became rathar shvions that ths PSP were in control Then
iamateswere-seen-oo.the Group | roanfs. Sawehody moved the Jadder ta _hatween the Officers!
Diniag-Rocwm—and -Records Office PSP Tranpersg went ontn the ranf and inmares were

oq -} 1 - . 4 = mre ol o : s B
some-Trocpareand flax cuffad all Hogpital UWard inmateg  then Tsolatinon dinmateq. They

were escornted +n the Jeft side of the Main Gate area. Then the CDCC inmates were
evacuatadfrom Iafirmary Il.. Capt. Statelmyer and T hadn't any infarmarion if the Groups 1
call—slock—ofiicersbhad-bean evacuated. Capt Statelmyer mygelf geveral SCIC officers
and-PSP-Troopare—went—dowm—the Croup.l ballway to check thege aress T ronld only look

- : )

MMWMMMﬁ hoxes and no

i i s on the inside

door—and—chaskedthe—switch boxes and no officers were present We then proceeded to

A-Bloeck—and—schacked—the switch haxes and no _nfficers were present. T thonght somehody
said—comeonae—is-upstairs.or gomething Coapt, Stotelmyer went np tier 3 steps o check,

; ; i lio transmission :'nd:'cat:'ng inmates were on Group 1 roofs Again., 1T
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This shifr commander then went hack outgide throueht the Hospital side entrance, Sgt.

J. Miller Aapproaached mp and repnrted that t+he inmatec hping nlaced by the Maip gate had

increased cionificantiu Mysplf and ather SCIC Officere moved these inmatreea rto the
= L1}

Guest Howge side of the fence perpeadicular to the pcrimnr%e_rhxncr

Houge and Main Gorn I -then gau Capt Dnggn PSP and he aslked me who dic I+ Millay T

tﬂld_.hj_m_he_mnrbpd for me on tha 2 10 chifse f'g?t" pnggh aglkad ma where 4o hic locatinm

L‘mﬂ‘“‘h‘—w—lmuad—ou_ai_mammnﬂrl*nr, but-—I-told him I-dida't Yooy
where he xwag ot thic rime anrv—gvﬁﬂﬂn—thoa—aold_mm“?‘ him—to the Command Post

l,oca_tar] in_thao Adminigstration Rn-f]r'l-fng sacond £1Aanr On _tho o I Liae taid chat Tit Mi] |er
had gtartad 1‘-::11.r-fng to_an {ﬂ.mma_:um_m_thn firct oi—n'FF_l_-_n_Emh_Qr tao Ao om A
the Command Post T was inrroduced to _someane that appeared to he in charge of the PSP,

He asked me asvera] questians about I+, Miller heine A competent supervieor., T told

them_that Tt. Miller is a gond leyet -headed supervisor that understands corrections

and this institurion well I was then ackead o get him ro the Command Past. I called
Lt Miller wia radiac and ingtructed him +a repart Fo rhe Command Poes dmnediately.

A-ﬁtELhis_ammJ__bm_mm_tunnrhpr room with PSP Negariarors.  Ar this point,
there was 1o douht in my mind fhg_ESB_mEze_in_cnmmandJrnnfrnT af this gernnd dqunrhanrg[

rint

AS—CAPJ‘_._R.ega.n_and I Jaft the Command Pagt he gitatad he wanted me with him again rhar

%g After nnrpr'i.ng the

{ rtime

%ﬂnﬂ how tha Highway

tha entyances dony ie located antside of

the ingtiturian proper. rhat_hejng oantgside ~f +he perimetsr fenceg T alsn_dinformed

w%e@#wrnd ie shoteuns, pistols, amminition
e“‘—mﬂ—&pt_legau&mnf back into the $nsritnrion At some point, T was
exp]_ginjng_a_ui Pn-fnf'-ing tao . all the ingrditntinnal huj]djngs. cpll blﬂCk'S E..F, G and thar

L#hﬁe—lﬂmted—am%im Building e then went +o the

Command Post gomerime Jater  Thio time T explained how we could reccus Officer Tomasello
out of the Eitchen #2 Tower ﬂﬂ—hE—l-ta.ﬁ_b.e:Lng_accmﬂ fed hy inmates on the Main Stockade

mm%ting Lto.get un o the Tower. T explainad that rhis Tower
wag.armed with a shotgun _ gto C’-P-"——Resa-n..a.nd_:r_en_temd SCTC again, rhie time Capt,

% T then Tad them down ta
th"—LaJ-iﬂdJ;L;Raaﬂ pagt the Laundry and bhurped aot modnlary units 1-4 T openad the
stockads gate and PSP Troopers immndfnfp?y enteved and eot up. a2 saguivmish line +n the

Fitchen #? Tower I ordered Offirar Tomasella tn lnwer +he kesws I apened the Tower
or.and velled np ta him to brine dawm_the shoreun and ammunition After he was down, _
Eackaed if ba_wag 0k and he said he was, Capf. Began thep rold me this is 3 strateeic
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officer. Capt. Regan asked where would be a good location to put the inmates ’
presently on the Main Stockade Field., T pointed ro the area of the field commonly

called "Shiremanstouwn Corper," Capt. Regan had the PSP Troaopers sweep across the

Field and these ipmatres pushed ta_the perimeter fence and thendewwn to this corper.

Capt. Began then detailed several traaners to guard rhese inmates. We thepn retyrned to

the Laundry Road., At this point, I stayed wirh Capt, Regan and about one hupdred

troopers, We basically srond at the Laundry Road/Gym Road Jjuncture with troopers spread

aqut_in both directions, TInmates starred rhrowing rocks and varigus other jtems at us,

accasionally chantine "we die, vou die' basically taunting us. At various intervals a
chain saw was beard ronnnine. At one point the inmate toucrhed the Gvm Road fence with

the chain saw throwing sparks, and i i ved around.

After standing aronnd dn rhis laocation far several hours, Capt. Bagan asked if T could

apen the buildine behind us (Taundrv LCI_ﬂnmplexl_5Q_hls_nrgnpgxs_ggnld_take turns

setting dowm dn a2 wam location. T Sent_someone to get the TLaundry Kevs apnd this érea wvasg

used for rhar purpose plus toilet facilitries, At some point, T was told an jpmate came

to the aren hehind Kitchen #2 T entered the Madin Stackade Field and we _tatked throuch

the _fencs This inmate identified himsplf a5 AK9693 Arnnld This being the same inmate
that stated op Wedpnesday, 10/25/89, he had given medical attention to nfficer hostages,

Inmate Arnald rold me that a roakie officer (Wingert) was either in the harher shop or

E-Black 2g he had heen moved to and from thece areas Officer Camphel] was in K Black,
I agked him if he wag gure it was Cagphel] I questiommed him nn the Qfficer's identity,

mewmnwﬂn heen in +he Mads tied up when it
‘ﬂu&t—m—ﬁﬂ’——ﬁmmwmmhpﬂ was in X Riock and he went on
tﬁ—sa-jf—th-ﬂ-t—camphﬂ_l_wa_g_hmm_ejmﬂ had a hraken peck and heat up badly Qfficer
Mayer was-in J Block heat up . Tnmate Arnald stared he thonght thatr there was another

officerdin-H Black A Black Offirer hut he didp'r know hisg name. JTomate Arnoald stated

that the only officer hastages he knew of were rhnse he had given medical atteption,

‘I—told dnmate Arnald T certainly anpreciatead what he was doing for the injured hostage
cfficars I then jngtructed him tn come ta the Kitchen #2 Cate Inﬂla.tLAmnld._s_ta_r_gd_hg__
was—going back to. try tao comfort these afficars and render medical artrention as mich as
PGGsihlg___I_thau_ia£gxmed_inmarD Arnald if the other inmares knew he wag giving us
intormation-thay—may harm hig even k311 him. Tnmare Arnald got up and said to me, "You
}ue&—;h;ak—l_am_aust_ancthe:*inmatp hut T feel a responsibilicy to those Qfficers and

thatis-to ha1n thar ' So I asked him if he coirld go back, make another round wvisitine

these-heetages, rander-agsistance . and vefiirn again Tnmate Arnmold agreed to do this,

e =] ¥

Freported—all of this information to Capt, Began PSP He din turn informed the Command
Pe9Ev—4ML4xm»;@in:w—smake_uas_caming_nnr ofthe Gym and a fire truck was moved closer
and—weter—was—eprayed through the windaws  The inmares had barracaded the Gym Rpad Gate
rmd—Eenae Thev—had-chaats of plymsond ang long hoards up againgt rthe fence and gate

areas.  lising a water cannon. these were knocked away from these areas. The inmates
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Continped tq rhrow items at Uus _and started the chadip Saw. ignitec

that groung The inmatego continued frheca type of actingg r:h::m:gb

rm:;'l-n'ing houtg of Fridas j_c]czzfgg ;'n:;lud;'ag Ghanting ty 14 .

%ﬂ%&mmd Past n.ﬂng_miﬁw
ep: uia i o~ i ,

them thar +he dnmates hagd CLompramised Kitehan #9 n%

gaing dn and anr of Xitehean #2 carrying food apr arn I Infarmsd

he_nepdead Wwas Kitehen kove and _a 104 ey far the frant doars fa ¥i

ger_ont inta +ha Lomponn g He rotinred to the Tnnndr}r Road_arez ar

%Friﬁny morning Cant Rng:m and T went 1. the
um—mil—a.m:l;za_]_]'_sa_u_nnn af the PSP QUAT/SERT feam memhayg along
wii@—ﬂLthe__aiﬁ&Ie' Dining Poag Lt Vﬁ‘l&‘-—h&d—a.n_nup_umj_

i i i the pPSp QUA'T‘!Q‘F‘D'T‘ Lould entey

%ng theway for the arhar Laiformed troonerg
kY
ha_ﬂ_f-hn Eitrnlom $#£2 Towo and T rvgnﬁ"b_ﬂn_tglumlﬂ Lo dirartinae he
J L]

Kicchan 42, Tha athor pop QUA'”QWT—wm on-the gt
L o
%Ha delvare T informed him MR- uerg t

Kmh‘“—#z—-gata_b.ahjmf’ thae Fitchan I-lad _thg pep SWAT/SERT to the
W axa£a11] ssrad bi"‘ RUREOUG uRiformad PSp Iccoparq Whila an _the 1
explaiaad—how—ﬁitchan4#7 Was-dasignad I-informad thi. pov SWAT/SEER
Wﬂq Thic 77 1nngf-gd in—the auditorium seide

was—told whan oo gat-to that paint A%
Se—inmates—couldalt got io bahind us. . _yg nﬂfe‘-'-ad—th-ﬂ—-hallug,:_q.ﬁ_g_m
E=]
Log_dj_n_g deglk Thera WL RO T-Fgl'!tg_an TJ.:-'ZH-’:—"P frons 'fnib_ﬂ_mid_d_le
% 64486 A6 I pointad aut tha sragic
b &
%(‘m ta Ff‘%
8 N

area and an _ipmare appeared I immediapely recoenized hi@ingnmaLg_
don't shont M Tﬂs-tmmt.ed__m Arnold o5 sir down, T then tried

%m—m.hmmiofff”r locatious. Unable to I1gcate

used yhat yoe available, T ysed a felt tip pen and wrote down their
sleoye Af mg}_whif-e shirse, Tomate Arpold was then allowed to pass by v

af _rhe Ritchan #9 door.  Someone gave instructions to take Inmate Arnc

Pagr Ve rhen moved through the cooking argg_and_;g_:hg_sﬂ:&in&4umnu&1

sexeral of the UmErons uniformed RSP trcopers Lo that miseine side do

Yeturped to_rhe Serving coupger. T again_explained the design/lavour i

locarion af ke £0france dnpyg The PSPMSERT memhers then Kurned

meuntad ming mag lichtg tq Search the incide nf the inmate dining rnam
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outside apparently saw this as they began breaking windows out. I remember these

sounds as T could distinctly recognize metal] hitting metal as the window glass was

broken. JInmates had openéd both sides of the entrance doors slightly, apparently looking

inside Agaipn, T distinctly remember the inmates didn't completely close these doors,
they were left ajar as g ray”of 1ight was coming through, I informed this PSP SWAT/SERT

member that kevs wouldn't be needed to open these deoors, He told me to stay at the

serving l1ine until afrer troopers exited and establicshed a squirmish line outside. At

that rime this sounded good. as T was pot armed, nor was I wearing any riot equipment.
The PSP SYAT/SERT members moved forward in two groups one on eaéh side along the walk.
The inmares contioued to break windows., yelling "come out pussies,'" "We die, you die."
The ipmates then began throwing fire balls through the broken windows and in through

the doors. When T saw these fireballs coming in for some reason T remembered the chain
saw running previonsly. T knew the figors were wef, T fully expected these fire balls
. would dgnite gasoline on the flooy., Someope fired ope (1) round. At this point, the
inmates heegapn moving hack away from the windows. At this point numerous PSP troopers
weze_mﬂxing;fnInard_and_xhﬁx;nﬁzg_auxside quickly, T walked out the Kitchen, stayed
bhehind the PSP gguirmish l1ine. Major Hazen, Capt, Reean, Capt, Clavigan PSP were then
directing and controlling the squirmish line, Tnmares were running up and into the cell
blocks. Maior Hazen alang with Capts, RBegan and Clavigan started agking me quegtions

concerning ceoll hlacks and the inmates ahility to go from one to the other., T remembered

PSP squirmish

line wag moved several times finally was juet helow the cel] blocks of E and H. The
RSPthelicopter was averhead ordering the inpates to surrender, Numerous inmates were

mqrfng whita "T" chirts ont fhrnngh the FTfm_t Cel-’_ b1nck doors.

A i ed coming out of the cell blocks. PSP troopers ordered them to

get down and craw] to them, At this point, T moved in front of the squirmish line with
Major Hazen and Capts. Regan and Clavigan. T informed them of where the hostages were

last _seen. QOne of them told me to keep watching the cell block déors, as it would be

my.responsibility to Jdentify them jf they came out. I then suggested I should start

talking tp dipmates lying on the ground to get updated information on this. Capt. Regan

replied "gaod suggestion.” T got on my hands and knees and gquestioned several inmates

about the officer's location, Most of them responded they didn't know, however, several

said E. K, J and H Blocks. During this time the PSP troopers along with some SCIC

Qfficers were placing flex cuffs on the inmates and they were being escorted out of this

area. T fipally stood up and started moving back and forth alang the squirmish line

watcehinge ¢ell block doors., Finally a person ram out of E Block, The PSP troopers took

hold of him as I rapn towards him they pushed him down. Upon my arrival, I picked him up

identifying him as Officer Wingert. Shortly thereafter, Officer Maurer ran out of

J_Block I van over and picked him up and identified him. Alcong with help of some

troopars, we got him hehind the squirmish line where there was an ambulance. I returned
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to the area of H Block and Officer Allen came running out, Again T ran over and identifieqd

him; he was assisred to the ambulance, At this point the courtvard was full of inmates,

A Trooper told me someone was waving from the J Bloek dayroom. T kept watching that area

hut didn't see anvope. I t0ld Major Hazen and Capt. Regan my concerns of getting

Qfficer Campbell as he was the one reported to be seriously indured. The inmates

cantinned to be flex cuffed, Tr dppeared that the inmpates were being moved in order

tnn g€tyn X Blpck. Major Hazen then informed me they had an unconfirmed report of a dead

afficer in a cell in ¢ Block., He wanted to know the desien or layout so he could have

Traocpers check thig our. He further stated T was nor going along to search the cells.

Shortly after thig discussion efther Major Hazen or Capt, Regan told me that troopers

were moving on the walkwav from G to K Block and 7 Was £o g0 straight to pet Officer

Campbell. T Jooked at K Block and saw thar someone had their arm extended waving an

inmate hroun shirt. The Troaners were getting clogse to K Block so I ran to the K Block

daar.. llpon my opening of the door, O0fficer Campbell leaped at me. I got hold of him and

he_had_his_leﬁthanu:nnuLﬂm_neck and shoulder. I_hggan carrving him down the walkway.

Qfficer Camphell kepr Tepeating to me, "Don't put pe down., don't let my feet touch the
" i we carried him to the
Brassy-area and laid him Adnum He contivnned tn crv that he was ip pain and "I can't lay

here, git mwe up " Ty Lroapere gat down hehind him, We leaned his upper back on them.

Tha_amhulance_c:eu_a:rined4muL4maxted_giuing_medical_attentinn. Ag I walked away,
% searched apd no officers were found. T

lafe SCIC o+ 2pproximately 1200 honre an Friday marning, ]0/27/89.Mr Stover

instructad-me—not to return ta work until Simd v for my normal 2-10 shift.
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On 10/25/89 I was assigned to the 6/2 Shift. Upon being relieved at
1400 hours, I left the institution. I was at home when I received a
phone call but couldn't distinguish what was being said and the party
hung up. Shortly thereafter, while I was taking my daughter to the
hospital, I overheard a news comment on the radio stating that there
were problems at Camp Hill. I proceeded to the Holy Spirit Hospital
and dropped my daughter off, then continued on over to Camp Hill.

[ assembled at the Rear Gate staging area, and was there for approxi-
mately an hour, an hour and a half, when Captain Kerstetter received
word that he was to take all available personnel into the institution,
and we proceeded to the E Ward Gate area. While there 1 assisted the
fire company in gaining access and equipment into the Commissary area
to extinguish the fire. I also assisted in removing inmates from the
Carpenter Shop area, they were locked in with their tradesmen and came
out. They were escorted to the Main Stockade field and placed down
there with the rest of the inmates. Then I continued to observe and
watch inmates through the E Ward Gate. I assisted when the
Negotiating Team had named immates that they wanted to sit down and
talk with - the inmate negotiators. I assisted in searching these
inmates coming out and they were escorted over to the negotiating
area. While observing the inmates on their negotiating team re-enter
the riot area, I observed a State Trooper assigned to the E Gate give
one of the inmates a bull horn. 1 reported this to Captain Kerstetter
who investigated this incident., He later informed me that that was
approved by our Negotiating Team. While there I observed a handcuff
key and a flashlight given to these same inmates who went back into
Group 2 & 3 area. I believe the handcuff key was given by Mr. Kazor.
I continued on post at the E Ward Gate House while removing injured
inmates, the release of the hostages, and the re-entry and exiting of
the Inmate Negotiating Team.

I continued on that post until we were given orders to go in and
secure the cell blocks. I had a set of keys and it was my duty to go
into the switchbox and make sure the cell doors were open so the
inmates could gain access and lock up. I also monitored the ¢losing
of these doors by watching the switchbox which goes into an up
position as the four columns of officers and Troopers proceeded down
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all four tiers simultaneously. MWe did this on E Ward., We attempted
to extract an officer that was in the upstairs switchbox, but none of
our keys worked - the Tock was Jjammed. Assistance was sent for
through the mechanical department. After everyone exited E Ward, two
officers were posted outside the cell block door and told to remain,
not to enter the block. We continued over to F Ward and secured that
block. We then posted two officers there and proceeded to G to do the
same. After finishing G Ward, we went to K Ward. s

In X Ward the doors were all hit, the officers went down all four
tiers simultaneously and several doors, I'd say approximately a dozen,
a dozen and a half cell doors were not locked due to the levers were
not all the way up. They were in an open position. Upon inspecting
one of the doors, I found that there was a wooden ring with a shoe-
string lace through it hanging over the catch of the door not allowing
the door to close. I proceeded to cut these shoestrings and remove
these wooden rings as [ walked down the tier, I stated doors were not
secured, but everyone left the cell block. [ was on tier 3, approxi-
mately half way down the tier when I realized 1 was the only one on
the cell block, and no officers were stationed out front. I turned
around and walked slowly back out of the block. I then attempted to
contact Captain Kerstetter by radio, but my radio wasn't transmitting.
I gained some officers to come over and stand by the block while I
personally walked down to H Ward and told Captain Kerstetter that the
cell doors were not locked in K Block, all of them. At which time he
stated, "Do you want us to go back?" And I looked at him I stated,
“Whatever." To my knowledge, we did not go back and secure these
doors.

After all blocks were in their cells and secured, I was ordered to go
over and take the inmates, there were nine inmates with the Chaplains
over in Chapel area. I gathered a crew together, we went over, hand-
cuffed these inmates, and returned these inmates to their cell blocks.
After that, I don't remember what transpired until approximately 1:30
when [ did leave the institution and go home.

I went home and showered and changed and I reported back to the insti-
tution approximately 0430 hours. I assisted in some minor routine
inside the jail until approximately 7:00 when it began getting light
out, I received orders from Captain Stotelmyer to check A,B,C & D Ward
for any clamps that could be placed over cell doors; due to the fact
Bucky Myers, Lieutenant in Group 2 & 3 stated inmates were getting out
of cells on H Block. I acquired 19 sleeves with locks and sent them
over to Lt. Myers.

A short while later I received a call from Lt. Myers stating he didn't
need sleeves but he could use all the Tocks he could get. [ reported
this to the Captain and also to the Major, that Lt. Myers needed more
locks, inmates were getting out of their cells on H Block. I was sent
then to Sgt. Osterling who has a supply of locks. We proceeded to
remove both keys, place one in the lock on a snap ring and put the

other ones on one snap ring so it could be kept at the Control Desk.
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These locks were then transported over to H Ward to Lt. Myers. At
approximately 0900-0930 hours I was in the Captain's office and I was
informed by the Major at that time to go home at 1000 hours and return
at 1400 hours that same day and report in full dress uniform for a
meeting out in the Superintendent's office. I then left the institu-
tion at 1000 hours, went home, got some sleep, and reported back in at
1400 hours.

At 1400 hours on 10/26 I reported to the Captain's office and was told
that the meeting was changed from the Superintendent's office up to
the Commissioner's office. 1 then proceeded up to the Commissioner's
office and entered the conference room. Commissioner Owens and Deputy
Commissioner DeRamus were talking with staff in regards to the previ-
ous night's episode and how well we performed, and stated that
Governor Casey would like to have a talk with us by phone about the
way that we handled the riot on the previous evening. After the phone
call from Governor Casey was over, a little conversation took place
between Commissioner Owens and Superintendent Freeman asking, "Were
there any problems which we at SCI Camp Hill were still experiencing.”
At which Superintendent Freeman replied, "We are still missing some
keys, knives from the Kitchen, etc." After this conversation the
meeting was dismissed.

We were there until approximately 3:00, then we reported back to the
institution. 1 reported on shift in charge of Group 1. 1 was making
rounds in the cell blocks when approximately 4:15, 4:17 I received a
call from B Ward that they had an inmate NELSON who was cutting up. I
proceeded down to B Ward to NELSON'S cell and tried to talk him into
giving up his razor blade, which at that time I observed he had
approximately 20 to 30 lacerations on both forearms. Inmate was not
coherent; he refused to follow my instructions. I then left the
block, gained permission from the Captains to get the stun shield. I
then returned to the block and again instructed inmate NELSON to give
up the razor blade which he didn't respond and continued cutting up.
I then gave an order to hit the door and one of my SERT Team Sergeants
entered with the stun shield and we did apply the shield to inmate
NELSON one time. He did drop the razor blade, he was handcuffed and
he was escorted by wheelchair up to the Dispensary 1 area and he was
seen by the Nurse staff who started cleaning him up and stated he
would need sutured. At that time the nurse called for one of the SCIC
doctors, the doctor was coming in to do the suturing here at Camp
Hill. I left officers there to keep control of inmate NELSON til1 the
doctor came and while the doctor was suturing said inmate.

It was approximately 7:10, 7:15 when I entered the Control Desk area
and proceeded into the Captain's office. At that time I overheard a
conversation on the radio from Group 3 Lt. Renninger, stating to the
officers in cell blocks E,F,& G, "Get out and lock your doors." I
heard the transmission again, I turned around, at that time there were
several Commissioned Officers and officers standing in the Control
Desk hallway and we proceeded out the front door heading for Group 2 &

3. We got about as far as the second lamp post in front of the Ed
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Building when Captain Kerstetter gave the orders to stap. As we were
looking towards E Block gate we noticed a lot of people running
towards us. We couldn't recognize them so Captain Kerstetter gave the
order to turn around and return to the Control Desk, which we did. As
we were returning we had officers who were assigned to Group 2 & 3
running past us for the Control Desk.

And we proceeded and got to the Control Desk, a decision was made at
that time by the two Captains to get the vehicles which were parked
out front, outside the institution. The keys and the officers were
getten and they in turn took the vehicles out through the Main Gate.
We then entered the hall to the Control Desk area and secured the
outer doors. The grill was closed and a chain and lock were placed
around it. While we were standing there we observed officers and
inmates coming to the door and looking in the window. I recognized
Sgt. Brunner who was the Mod Sergeant in 1,2,3 & 4 and 1 thought at
that time he was a hostage. But he kept yelling to us, "Open up, open
up, we're not hostages." The grill was unsecured, we opened it, went
to the door and Sgt. Brunner, officers from Mods 1-4, and approxi-
mately 25 inmates and officers entered the area. We took the inmates
and put them up against the wall and the officers kept them secured
there until we could get handcuffs. The doors were re-locked and the
inmates were moved into the large area and the grill was secured and
lTocked with a chain and tock, also.

At that time we were placing handcuffs on the inmates, windows were
being smashed out and inmates began yelling and screaming through the
window of the door that, "We're gonna get you mother fuckers" etc.
Mace was sprayed at these individuals to keep them away from the door.
We observed at that time also, the inmates going over to the 0DR door
and proceeded to gain access. At that time Sgt. Osterling, myself,
and several other officers headed to the Kitchen 1 area to wrap a
chain around the grill doors entering the Dining Room. The chain was
placed on there with a lock. We then proceeded back up to the Control
Desk area. On the way up, windows were being busted out and glass was
flying everywhere. Once back at the Control Desk area, the hallway
door was shut and locked.

I re-positioned myself at the front doers of the Control Desk and as
inmates came to the windows and shouted in, mace was sprayed to keep
them away. I was also in a position where I observed an inmate gain-
ing access through the Deputy's office, the Secretary's office into
the Control Desk hallway where the door leading into the Control Desk
is. I saw the inmate smash the door once, he turned and saw me,
turned around and ran back in the office and I guess they used a chem-
ical fire extinguisher because it was all white smoke in there and I
couldn't see nothing. I then reperted this through the Key Room
window. As 1 did so, [ observed a wave of dark smoke going across the
ceiling. [ informed the people inside to check their ceiling, it
looked 1ike it was on fire. Then a short time later, not even two or
three minutes, 1 was standing at the window and the next thing I know

we were evacuating the Control Desk area because it was nothing but
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smoke. We were standing outside the Control Desk and trying to make
up our mind what we would do next when it was told to us to follow
them, 1 forget who made the comment, but we went through the Captain's
office into the Records office and up the back steps to the upstairs
Treatment area,

On the way up, inmates saw us going up and tried to jam the fan to
gain access. While they were deing that I took and sprayed mace up
through there and they ceased trying to gain access there. We then
barricaded ourselves in the upstairs Treatment area. Officers,
Captains, and Lieutenants were standing with baseball bats at the cor-
ner of the offices that are adjacent to the roof. Inmates had tried
to gain entrance through Mr. Auxer's office and I think through Mr.
Shaffer's office. We were up there for quite a while and I observed
an inmate with a sledgehammer trying to break into C Ward. He was
later identified as inmate JOHNSON. 1 stood patrol watch over by Mr.
Henry's office looking into the conference room and Mr. James' office
to make sure that no inmates gained access through the windows or the
air conditioners,

A short while Tlater 1 observed weapons coming up into the area, and a
short while later we were evacuating by ladder through one of the
offices at the front of the Group 1 Control Desk area. I was told to
go out the ladder and I did. I got to the ground and I ran towards
the gate and once at the gate I was taken over to the triage area and
treated over there, and they transported me to the Holy Spirit
Hospital where I was there until 11:00 where my wife picked me up and
they ordered me to go home and stay home for 24 hours, I reported
back into the institution on 10/27 at approximately 12:30 and assisted
in performing duties that I was assigned.

GG/djk

cc: Deputy Smith d
Major Stover
File
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This officer was on vacation from 18 October 1989 +o 23 October 1989. I was on a hunting

trip and did not return to my home until 25 October 1989 at approximately midnight. After

arriving home, my wife told me of the occurrance at Camp Hill from what she had seen on

television news casts. I did not immediately report to the institution because I had

_gotten up to go hunting the morning before at 0400 hours, and at that time had heen up

approximately 21 hours. Because of being up for the 21-hour period, I elected to get a

few hours sleep prior to reporting to the institution. I reported to SCIC for duty at

0545 hours on 26 October 1989, and immediately reported to the roll call room. When I
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arrived at the roll call room, roll call was in process and Deputy R.C. Smith was addressing

the shift, filling them in on what had transpired in the preceeding 24-hour period. aAfter

roll call was over, the shift entered the institution and I reported to Deputy Smith's office

where the Deputy advised me of the circumstance. The next several hours I spent working witl

the roster and checking with officers on duty to determine how leng the officer had been on

duty in an effort to get officers relieved after working a double shift or no more than 16

hours. At the same time I was doing this, T instructed the Junior Shift Commander to call

officers at home in an effort to recruit as many officers as possible to fill the shift

complement. At approximately 1000 hours, T found the time to tour the institution. I went

from my office directly to the main stockade field via the Laundry Road where I met Mr. John

Lieb and another tradesman attempting to remove the vehicle that had been driven through

the interior fence. From there I proceeded up the Gym Road where I encountered Lt. Sherack,

Trooper Powell and another plain clothes Trooper taking photographs of the Commissary.

I conversed with the Troopers and Lt. Sherack for approximately twenty minutes and then

proceeded to E Block. I asked the officer if they were all right and observed the Tier

completely trashed with debris, so much that it was practically impossible to walk the Tier,

I continued around the Blocks finding them all in the same condition and ended up in H Block

where I spoke to Mr. Ressler. I aasked Mr. Ressler how he was and if he was encountering

any problems. Mr. Ressler explained that the locking mechanisms in the lever boxes were

not working properly and that if you would attempt to open one door that possibly a different

door would open or even multiple doors would open. I told Mr. Ressler that the only solution

for that would be to put a band and lock on the doors that were malfunctioning. At that

time I contacted Lt. Gavigan in Group #1 and directed him to gather as many bands and locks

as he could and get them to H Block immediately. At that juncture, I returned to Group #1.

In Group #1 I encountered Lt. Gavigan who said he could only lecate ninteen (19) bands, but

no locks. I then went to Sgt. Osterling and told him to issue ninteen (19) new master locks

to Lt. Gavigan for use with the bands that were collected. While I was in my office, Lt.

Gavigan entered with the bands and locks and I assisted him in separating the keys from

the new locks. Major Stover was present at the time and I reported to him the reason for

the bands and locks being sent to H Block. The Major concurred with bands and locks being

sent to H Block. Later on in the shift I encountered Deputy Smith and told him what

Mr. Ressler had related concerning the doors in H, the lever boxes and that T had sent

ninteen (19) bands and locks to H Block. The Deputy's only response was "Good." The

remainder of the shift was spent taking care of routine duEies and'preparing the roster for

10/27/89. At 1400 hours after being relieved, Deputy Smith informed me that the twenty-five

25) State Troopers, who were in the officers' dinin room, were going to be relieved and
9

that I was to assemble and have escorted to the Manor House the tﬁénty—five {25) Troopers

who were reporting for duty. This required several hours to accomplish as the Troopers

were straggling into the institution only a few at a time. At this point in time, I was

called to Deputy Smith's office where a meeting was in progress to decide what to do next.
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because inmates were in some cases 3: 4, or 5 to a cell that the inmates should be returneg

to their assigned cell, the Blocks secured and an accurate COuQL_Egﬁgg;_inggggg§EigE_E§§_

overridden by Deputy Smith wha decided that the Yiority was to have the cell block tiers

cleaned using inmate labor. After the meeting was over , someone suggested (I don't recall

While reviewing the tapes, at approximately 1910 hours, a transmission came over the high

band radio from r+. Renninger stating something like "inmates are getting gut in E Block
and J Block or E Block and XK Block." He immediately repeated the transmission in a_hurried

distressed voice. I immediately went to the controil center and ask what was hapgening- Sqt

Mohn told me that appérentlv large numbers of inmates were out of their cells in Groups #2

and #3. I then exited control and went ocutside where I saw a large group of people at the

E Gate area rapidly moving toward Group #1. Directly in front of the cantrol desk 104

doors were three (3} wvehicles. =& state police sedan, an SCIC dump truck and an SCIC

laundry van., T returned to the control desk bubble and told Troaper Pascotti to give me

his car keys to remove the vehicle from inside the institution. T gave the keys to Officer

Metro and he moved the vehicle through the maingate sallyport. 1 asked who had the dump

truck keys and Tradesman Fuller said he did—so I tolg him to take the dump truck out of

the institution. I then got the van kevs from the kevroom and instructed Mr. Spurk to

remove the van from the institution. at that time I Yeentered the control desk. I was

only in the desk a minute or so when officers started running through the 104 doors entering

the area between the control desk griils, Approximately 10 or 12 officers were inside when

some inmates started coming in. At that time Y started issuing handeuffs out through the

keyroom window to cuff the inmates who were there. (The inmates who were there ran up

from the modular units and were not hostileg they followed the officers in to avoid the

inmates who were attacking from Groups #2 and #3.) By this time the 104 doors had been

secured and you could hear inmates outside hammering on the doors and see inmates smashing

the windows in and above the doors. T then started handing out battons and mace to the

officers through the keyroom window. At this Jjuncture, inmates could be heard in the

Deputy's and Major's offices and in the corxrridor directly outside control. They smashed

minutes had completely filled the room making breathing extremely difficult. I heard

Trooper Pascotti Say "It's better to be hostages ocut there than it 15 to die in here,
__‘ll_____ﬁ_____._ ] — o= T here,

we have to get out."” That sounded extremely logical at the time so I instructed Sgt. Mohn

to open the keyroom window. the onlv asmome wooo.
— E=D the Key
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out through the kevroom window to the area between the grills with the other officers. That

area by this time was filling with smoke, so everyone went in the corridor to the Captain's

Qffice, (which was also on fire) through the Record Office and made our way up the back

stairs to the clinic area. Once in the clinic area, we barricaded the entrance doors and

almost immediatelvy inmates started smashing windows out of the counselor's offices throwing

fire in. Inmates pushed the air conditioner out of Mr. Auxer's office, went through the

office., smashed the window out of his office door and one inmate stuck his head through

the door. When he saw me standing there with a baseball bat, he ran and crawled back out

of the air conditioner hole on to the roof. At this time, I went to the office in the

southeast corner of the floor that faces the main gate which is adjacent to the new CDCC

modular unit. There Major Stover was on the phone talking to Mr. Bennett in the main gate

tower and waving a flashlight out of the window, trving to get Mr. Bennett to pinpeoint

our location. After a few minutes, the Major was overcome with smoke and slouched down

by the radiator. I picked up the flashlight and about this time qun shots could be heard.

When the gunfire started the inmates on the roof stopped smashing windows, throwing fire

and retreated. I then observed troopers and officers on the ground firing shotguns. I

started velling that we were trapped and we needed weapons., T saw Mr. Auxer funning toward

the building and called to him——identifying myself--and told him to get some weapons.

We made a rope out of belts and lowered it down to Mr. Auxer who attached a Model #64 .38,

After getting the weapon through the window, I returned to the <linic area to defend the

compromised entrances. After a short time, the clinic started filling with smoke. Somecone

said there was a fire truck with a ladder up to a window that had the air conditioner

removed to provide an escape route. We were all on exit through the air conditioner hole

ontg the ladder, which we did. The remainder of the night and into the next morning I

spent in the command post coorxdinating movement between emergency squads and the Pennsylvania

State Police, handcuffing inmates on field #1, moving inmates to field #1, recuffing the

inmates on field #1 who had cut the cuffs off {a tin snips was taken onto the field by

inmates and an officer observed inmates cutting handcuff chains) and eventually ended

up in the Guest House at the temporary control center., I was releived and went home

at 1200 hours on 10/27/89.
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DAILY INCIDENT REPORT, SCI-CAMP HILL

T0: ST Corimanpesn Institution: S .C. 7. C
From:  SE7. e Date: /0 -26-F9
Tite:  J72 ) SG7 " Z-10 S Time: /760 — 7% ’;‘?‘.?‘g;.}?
vate K ——26—59  ;/-73.c0 mea: T Bl — (Gup#
Signature:  Hpand 4. ,é;/z% Eoir
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Staff Involved:

Witnesses:
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