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Let e first extend my sincere 1anks to you for providing me with
this gpportunitv o share my experiences, and the experiences of my
familv refating to this bilf

The backgrowund of v case begins (n December of 1988 when miy
first witg Shirier Dissinger; died' of iiver cancer, The disease Had bees
adraenosed in Septermber and ste died on Hecember 23 1885, Ve had
been married for fourteen and one-half years. She lert me with two girds
S8 e And Fve (ther sre seven and nine nowl After an extremelr
ditficuls period of siowrniing, 1 was abie fo vick up the pisces"and moeve
or1 mth e e S M of EST. Lmec iy present wife, and we were
rmarries i Novernber: Nine aars after our wedding v former meothe:-
(-t Nina Jpinsoi of Frenciriig diearfisld Loty had g conference

WS A0 SHOrE T i g of Frussia. some S0 miles from her home.

Thad wrvtten Ther ssking that there be a brief period without

VISILA LI SO LA L W WOLLE Ha ve Lirme to settle into ot new fami
SILUALION, ST BRLEHIErS WEre Ot o §RININE & Mother, Bl rive new
sistery 25 well [ Januaryof 1858 the children spent e g s wisiting
LRI grARDInoiier [ FRbruart they spent three dars wisiting. [
March:, thelr grandmother a1 her (o dadghters spenta day st iy
fome visitng. in Aprid, there were sorne Jifficulities with mr e
marriage anc S phoned the chidren s granamother to reschedle s
planned visit Two weeks after e phone call I was served papers
mforriung me that was being sued because [ had dened her sccess o
the chileren. Un the advice of counse!, 1 then stopped alf wisitation,

Several cowrt appearances occurred i the fall and winter of 1858, but
1t wasnot unti Februariof 1888 that a full hearing took piace. In May
of that same fear, & court oraer was issued by the Honorable Fawl W,

Tressies; Lot of Canunon Fleas of Montgomery Lountr, The Tris/
Lot granta' e primary phvsica costadv with the folonine partis
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Une weekend a month auring the monthsof
February, March, May; Jung Septeinber; and'
Drtober Wth no contact permitred betwess
the children and their father for these periods.

L Labor [ extended weekend,

Eweri Christmas school vacation from 12057 -
1531

Three consecutive week-dars of every Aaster/
Svring school vacation,

The Frigar throueh Sunaay folfowing Jhanksgliving
gach year

Jh:ree weeks during the scAo0/ Stanme: vEcaion
20k rearat the maternal granamoether s discretion.
Daring this period the fathers telephione access will
be resrictec’ toone o2 hermeen Tand EI0FM Sundzy

EVBIINEY.

THus oraer was appealed on June 51858 with 2 decision vacalng and
rEmanding the order issed b the Superior Lot on Apri LIRS Ity
SRIOEEALIE D SIOLE LIAL I LOOK (€ I0WEL COLIE DIIE FEAL (0 WITE 105 DIIION
CHCEITINE LA case :
THIs thanb nar ‘sketeh i the nightmare my familv has fved
throuet since Aori of 1885 The statute authorizing granaparents’
FUSIEA LD HCYIIN SUALES BXUHCIET, . {8 parent of a1 unmartied chid is
deceased, the parent or grandparen s of the deceased parent may be
granted reasonabie partial custodior wisitation rights or both, to the
wrunarried chlz Gy the court upon a finding that partialcustody or
risztation rights, or both wouid be I the best nterestof thechild...”
Could anyone consider 1t i the best interest of these children to take
them from their home during every holidar and vacation that they hare
the right to share with thelr famili-and their new sisters? With the
axtensive travel, such as 430 miles in a two dar week-end, and freguent
e fene travel Wik & Senlor SiReE, O CONCEN O LhE SATBCY O thEe

children became overwhelming. And because of the cotrt order; we had
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contactus. We were forved (o make many poor parental decisions
becase of the restrictions placed on us by the court

Laurs b (the oldest chile)) second grade teacher regroested 2 conference
foinform us thatevery ohild in the class was lpoking forward to
Cludsunas, but ours, The anxiely and stress created in these children by
this court case, ana subseguent court order; coupled with the trauma of
losing thelr mother atsuch an eardv age has taken such a toll that Tean 't
even begin toguess ax to the long term conseguences. The foungestchilad
has suffered a regression in her speech develppment. The oldest seems to
develgp & new nervous (R every dar fom tossing imaginary hair out
of her face, to puliing constantlion her ciothing, to drawing circles in the
ailr whife she talks to rou,

Sorne of frourmar ask Wik we don Eget these children professional
hefp. We have from time o time, but their mothers iliness took some
F22000 from the savings, and nove we are wellover § 30000 said o
fawrers, private investigators, and court appointed psrchologists, We
ALave notended cor financiz/conunitment to pour legal swstem. [have
boert toid that 1wl be forced o sign & promisary note before the nexe
Aearing or [ will not have legal representation. Atone point sy
ACCUER of Peing £ contempt of cowrt bevause [ was using call furwaraing
and the court order specificallv called for the children fo take the call at
our residence, 7he spyten: workea, and the court oic not recagnige the
ailegation as reascaabie. The contempt proceeding cost 83700 i 7
Wil L e farnnl w7

Ladles and gentiemen of the commuttes, all that my chilaren and 7
wantea after the tragic death of thedr mother and my wife was the right
o move on With our {ves, the riehit fo reestablish a farnilv unit and to
onCe 3gAiN e & wiole fanv, We wansed o do the things that famiilies do
fogeiier without the interierence of an angrgranamother, We wanted
lo be albile to pian scmmer vacations 203 have myv chldrer spenc ume
WL myp el and therr Christnas gifts. 7o attend chureh and sing in
their cholr without being taken Z18 miles away at the wihim of the court
When I married Shirler Diesinger in 7873 ITnever reafized 7 married
her family. This court case has been nothing shortof a divorre
proceeding.

Srely, with the divorce rate as hjgh as it is, and with people 11 1y
sttuadion, blended families are becomung more and more cormmon in the
stafe. JHis notain easi task o blend two Fniilies into one. Yot it canbe
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socielr. D faws should not interfere with the establishment of these
newrfamilies, Ther represent & true hope for our children from the
nherent pit falls of single parent homes. Yot the lawr as It stands todzr is
a powerfi weapon for angry granaparents toattack a famiiy both
amotnaliy and financiallr,

In December of 1988 my present wife fegall adopted my two
children The message that we hoped toconver to 2/l four of ot children
b this adoption was lowd and clear. We are a famify unut! With the
passage of bilf 431 powcan help to insure the inteeritv of these ‘hew”
famiiles.

Hespectfulli scbmitted
Hossall S Dipsinger

(715} 756-1669



