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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: This is the
oversight hearing on county sheriffs. TI'm Tom
Caltagirone from Barks County. I would 1like the
members and staff to introduce themselves for the
record.

REPRESENTATIVE YANDRISEVITS:
Reprasentative Yandriscvits from Nortﬁampton County.

REPRESENTATIVE MASLAND: Al Masland from
Cumberland County.

REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: Kathy
Mandarino from Philadelphia County.

MS. MILAHOV: Galina Milahov, Rescarch
Analyst.

REPRESENTATIVE REBER: Regpresentative
Reber [rom Montgomery County.

MR. DUNKLEBERGER: Paul Dunklebergoer from
Recpublican staff.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: As part of fthe
duties of the Judiciary Committee, one of the things
I've tried Lo do over the years is to bring a closcer
working relationship of court cemployees, officers of
the court. We're going to be meeling with the clerk of
courts and the Prothonotaries in the future. We have
ihe president judges, the Common Pleas judges. Last

waeek we met wifh the district justices, and I thionk
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it%s imporlant for us in the policyﬁaking and lawmaking
arca of governmeni 1o esliablish a close working
relationship with Lhose offices in the county, a better
working relalionship to find out whal their problems
are and whether or nolt we created more problems with
some of the laws that we pass, 10 establish a good
working dialogue and have an c¢xchange like this, and I
think this may have been one of Tirst times ihat we've
had the sheriffs in a forum like Lhis so that we could
exchange points of view, and with that T'd 1ike to open
it up.

Don'l feel consirained by any formal
guidetlines. There are none. We're looking for
information. We're looking for some thoughts on how we
can better improve our operation of government and how
we can work with you, and if you would like to stari
of f, we'll start off with Sheriff Forrest Scibring.

MR. SETBRING: OKkay, in rceply tc the
communication that was mailed L0 us, T {ried to put
Logether harge a package on dutics and roles of ihe
sheriff, so T'm going to rcad a bricef statement and
then T wish 1if vou had any questions or whatever that 1
could possibly try to answer Lhem.

The sheriff, as a peace officer under

criminal procedure, as a pecace officer, the sheriff is
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5
responsible for mainftaining order throughout tho county
and for prececrving and quelling riots and uprisings.
These duties woere ones of major importance. Today he
shares this responsibilily with Stale and local police
officers. He makes arrests both with and without
warrants, may exccute civil warrants, may seize illegal
property or property usced in violation of the law and
may remove ceritain nuisances on a court order. The
sheriff has certain responsibilities in extradition
procedure. He issues {irearms license and has special
law enforcement duties under certain genceral codes of
law such as i1he Dog lLaw, the fish law, and Lthe Miltitary
Codec.

It's {he duty of Lhe sheriff to keep Lhe
peace. The genceral powers of a peace officer. From
the carlier days the sheriff has been a peace officer.
It has been his responsibility to keep the peace, to
apprchend these who fail 10 keep Lhe peace, and 1o
protact law-abiding citizens. Originally, the sheriff€
was the major and somctimes the sole law enforcemoent
officer in the counly. From time to time other
officers have becen established with ceriain law
enforcement duties. These include police ceven in the
cities, boroughs, tounships, and the State Police who

also act within the county where the sheriff has
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jurisdiction. These offices under ordinary
circumstances reclieve the sheriff of mosi, if not all,
of the responsibilities for keeping the peace and
maintaining order. The district atliorney of the
county, with the detectives who work under him, as well
as the local and Staic Police, undertake a great decal
of criminal investigation. However, the sheriff is
s1i1ll 1he chief law cnforcement officer of the county
and has full powers as criminal investigating
officials. The sheriff still possessces a number of
genceral pcace powers and often has need to exercisce
them. Some of {1hoseé powers are under Lhe old common
law and it would be difficult to find precise statutory
authority for the sheriff to usc themseclves. This
includes the genceral powers to kKeep Lhe peace and to
prevant riot and insurrcction.

In Monroe County, we're very much
involved with the court on a day-1o-day basis, as we
spoke here before we started. We serve all of the
warrants thal come out of the courti, scrve all of the
court orders, and assist the local and State Police on
a day~to—day basis wilh their duties, as well as our
duties. And we have a very cooperative cffort in
Monroc Counly. We collecl fines and costs from 1ime {o

time for domestic relations for the cour!l or whatever,
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buf{ it would appcar [from just what we talked about
bricefly here that we all have the same problem. We
have the indigents in the county that secem to owe us
the moncy. And how arce we going to get i1? We arc in
a process right now of starting a communitv-based work
release program. I i1hink on the county level) as well
as Lhe State level it's a matter of finance, and how
much can we afford to do?

And Lhat's basically what I have. TIf you
have any questions, I'd be glad to try to answer.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Let's open it up
1o the commitice.

Quecstions?

MR. DUNKLEBERGER: Mr. Chairman.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Yes, go ahcad.

BY MR. DUNKLEBERGER:

Q. Hi, Forregst.
A. How arce you doing?
Q. You stated in here that sheriffs have

full police powers or have certain police powers.

N Yes.

Q. In the court case Commonwealth vs. —— was
it Lee?

Al Leet.

Q. Thalt courts ruled that sheriffs are not



ciori
Rectangle


L B

o e

o)

20

21

22

23
24

per se law enforcement officers with arrest powers.,
Would vou try to clecar that up for me?
. I'm going to let our attorney answer
that. He'll give il 1o yvou in better answer than T.
MR. JOHNSON: Hank Johnson, solicitor for
ithe Sheriffs Association.

That was the case of Commonweallh vs.

Leet, Armstrong County, which held only that sheriffs
warae not empowcred to enforce the Motor Vehicle Code,
and that's all that that casc held, and that is
presently on appcal to {he Supreme Court and we're
expecting a decision any day from the Supreme Court.
Doas thal answer your question, sir?

BY MR. DUNKLERBRERGER: {(Of Mr. Johnson)

Q. Yes, it does somcwhal.. Jusi the Motor
Vehicle Code? Was there -- T guess it didn't address
Lthe issue of the Crimes Code?

A, Everyone ought to read that disscenling
opinion. That was a 4 Lo 3 decision, and the
dissconting opinion is probably the best article written
on sheriff's powers in cxislence. The Justices took
various briefs that were filed and pulled them all
Ltogether in a real fine ariicle, and the gist of the
dissenting opinion is Lhat lthe sheriff was a

conslitutional officer, always has been a
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9
constitultional officer, and under the laws that were
and arc on the books, whatcver powers a sheriff
possessed at common law remained his under the
Consiitution. And no law can iake fhosc powers away.

A legislature may add {o Lthosc powers, but bthey can't
decrease those powcers. And the dissenling opinion goes
through the history of all this, cites laws that the
lecgislature passcd and makes refercnce in its opinion
to where they repealed cerfain laws, they always were
carcful not to repeal sections involving the sheriff,
in recognition of the fact that hc was a constitutional
officer and they could not {ake away his power. That
dissenting opinion, as I've stated, is probably one of
ithe best articles written on sheriff's powers in
Pennsylvania that cxists to date.

Q. l.Let me pose a hypothetical situation. IT
a sheriff sees, let's sav, a drunken driver going down
the road, swarving or whalever, does he have ithe power
Lo pull him over and make a DUT arrest?

A, That's a violation of the Molor Vehicle
Code and at this time, until the Supreme Court acts, I
would say that Lhe sheriff{ should not do that becausc
until Superior Court is overruled, that's the law of
the land. So my answer to you would be that hec has the

power as a ciltizen Lo do that. If he uses his office
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10
as sheriff to do fthalbt, T would suspect Lhat the
arrcstee could probably get out of that as a bad
arresi.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

MR. DUNKLEBERGER: One 1ast thing. I
would just like to thank the Sheriffs Association and
particularly Forrest for all the help ha's given (his
committec and particularly {o me. T call him numcrous
times with guestions and he gets back to me right away,
so thanlk vouu.

MR. SEIBRING: Lei me just, if T may,
when yvou talk about the hypothetical position, you have
two uniformed deputy sheriffs driving down the road and
some little girl steps off of a stopped school bus and
a drunken driver hits her and il's a sad day in
Pennsylvania when fthose two uniformed deputy sheriffs
cannot. slop lhat car and arrest that guy under the
Motor Vehicle Code. We can arrest for murder, we can
arrest for burglary, and nonc of thal has ever becn
questioned and we do that on a day-to-day basis
throughout Pennsylvania. Here's a man, Sheriff Smilh
from Clarion County, 830 ycars as a State Policcman, a
State Police scargeant - traffic, criminal, managed a
substation — and the pcople of Clarion County chose Lo

elocl this man as sheriff. Not only is il his duty to
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arrest that person, but he must. I mean, absolulely
people cxpecl him to do il. The sheriff in 40 Slaies
out of this nation have full powers of arrest from the
Vehicle Code right on up inte all itho Crimes Code.

And, vou kKnow, now here we are in Pennsylvania with
just this liitle challicnge of Lalking about stiopping a
vechicle without a warrant. TIf we have the warrant, we
can still stop the vehicle.

And like Hank says, this has not becn
quastionod until now and we're hoping thal the Supremc
Court certainly rules in our favor. T would cstimate
that we probably have, in the 67 counties T would think
il would be Tair to say Lthat there's go! to be, you
know, 500 cars out there on Lhe road every day being
operated by sheriffs and their deputies. We're more
than willing to take any Kind of training that might be
imposed on us. T'm sure you people in the legislature
know that the training i1hat we take now under Act 2 is
funded by Lhe people thaft use cur office. Every writ
that comes across the desk of the sheriff there's a $2
surcharge. We have always funded our own training and
we're happy to do whatever is nccessary 1o do thai and
to meet whatcever obligation we might'have to do, if you
think we nced it.

1 jusi think it's really bad when a man



ciori
Rectangle


—d

a s WM

23
24
25

12
that has been a police officer for 30 years and because
he changes ihe style of his badge or the color of his
uniform that he becomes a dummy all of a sudden and he
can't make a mere traffic stop, vou Know. And thecre's
30 many, I mean, many, many of our sheriffs, probably
over half of them are ex—-municipal or cx-~State
Policemen that hold that position right now and you
kKnow if they didn'il have the respcct of the citizens of
the county, Lhey cerlainly wouldn't be elecied to rhat
position.

MR. DUNRLERBERGER: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

REPRESENTATIVE BTRMELIN: Mr. Chairman.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Yes.
Representative Birmelin.

REPRESENTATIVE BTRMELIN: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Welcome, Sheriff Seibring, and my own
sheriff of Pike County, Sheriff Geiger. Just as a
point of interest for the members of the Judiciary
Commi { Lee who come from more heavily populated arcas,
and T'm thinking particularly of Rcprescntatives
Manderino and Reber, who probably have a lot of local
police officers, a 1ol of boroughs that have their own

police forces, we in Wayne and Pike Counties Lthat T
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represent have very fow municipal police. We have, I
think, in Pike Counly, correct me if I'm wrong, Sheriff
Geiger, we have Matamoras and Milford Borough.

MR. GETGER: We have four. Malamoras,
YWestfall Township, Milford Borough, and Shohola has
what they call a part-iime funded by the Park Service.

REPRESENTATIVE BTRMELIN: There are 13
municipalitics, T believe, so Lhat means i1hc other 9
arc cilher going to have to arrange for some consent
agrecement with those municipalilics or are left without
their municipal police. Wayne County has 30-some
municipalities and only 4 or % municipal policc forces.
That leaves us dependent upon the State Police. IL is
nol an uncommon situation for Wayne County or Pike
County to have at any one time only one or two State
Police officers on duly, and we're talking about very
large rural counties, but we do have sheriffs
departmanis with deputy sheriffs that i€ they had the
arrest powers that they have been seeking, T think
would help cespecially in the rural arcas.

It's not unusual Ffor me to gel calls at
leasi from consiituents who will say, hey, T called the
State Police, we Lhought we had somebody breaking into
our property or somebody crawling around with shooting

guns, we called the State Police and asked them if Lhay
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could send somcone up and Lhey said, yeah, in two or
IThree days. That's recallv not adequate. We know, of
coursec, thai constables at leaslt at this point in time
aren'l{ in i1he position to enforce the law any morc than
Lhe sheriffs are, and I think for rural arcas in
pariicular ihe requesi thait the sheriffs are making 1o
give them arrest powers with the proper training I
think is a very, very nccded addition 1o rural areas.

S0 I would encourage the members of Lhe
Judiciary Commiliiee to take that into consideration.
You may not necd it necessarily in Philadelphia or some
of ihe suburban arcas, bul wec despcrately nced {hal
type of police protection in the rural arcas, so T
would ask tLthe members of the commitice if they would
think along those lines.

Thank you, gentlemen, for coming.

MR. S8EIBRING: And I would jusi like to
add that we don'l fcel that we as sheriffs have ever
given up that power or that right, thal the
Constitution provided for the sheriff {o do that and it
has never been changed, and we feel very strongly and
we're hoping that the Supreme Court will agreec with us.
I know in my department we do 4,000 miles a month of
wril scrvice, and Qou know we obsarve many, many

serious violations that we den'fi stop. We assist (he



ciori
Rectangle


L= S = B v

4}

Dol s T

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
283
24
25

local police departments on an average of 22 times a
month, you know, in stopping a car that they want, or
assisting them at an accident scene or a chemical
spill., We assist iLhe State Police out aon the highways
on a weekly basis on Interstate 80 where there mighlt
only be two or threc Troopers and therc's 20 miles of
traffic backed up both ways and, you know, we're therc.
We're there and we want {o assist, and I can tell you
our consktituents in our counties wanlt us to assist.
And they necd us. We're called on by the fire
departments, we're called on by the poltice departments
and office of emergency service. We can respond in my
county on a 20-minute notice. T can have 10 men
basically in the middle of the night on location
wherever we need them. Every deputy sheriff has a
marked car at home with him, every deputiy sheriff is in
full uniform, cvery deputy sheriflf has a pager. As I
say, T can assemble 10 men. If not, most times I can
asscmble 16, but I can put 10 men together in 20
minuies' notice at any locatlion in the county.

CHATIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Ropresentative
Reber.

REPRESENTATIVE REBER: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

RY REPRESENTﬁTIVE REBER: {Of Mr. dJohnson)
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Q. Counscl Johnson, maybe this might besi bg
direcied 1o you, this dialoguc, and I don‘t know if
you're going to toestify, so if vou're going to get into
this, maybe wc can pul it off. Bul lel me fully
understand thal you're saying thal there currently doces
nolt exist 1he opportunily for a sheriff to have arrest
powers Lo arres! for a misdemeanor committed in his
presence thail a crime under 1he Crimas Code

A, No. The only thing the Leelt casc does is
says that a sheriff may not arrest for a violation of
the Molor Vehicle Code.

Q. That's what T thought. Okay.

A, We have all i1he other powers.

Q. And only because driving under the
influence is under Tilile 75 do we gel into that
dilemma?

A. yas.,

Q. Okay. Now, T jusl want to make surc. 1
mean, lhat's the rcason T asked the questiion. We do
have, or I should say you do have the opportunity for
misdemeanors committed in vour presencc, obviously
felonies, Lo in fact carry that out, correct?

A. YCs.

Q. Okay. Thank yots,

CHATIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: One of 1he things
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that I would like to have onec of you, and if onc of you
are going to testify, we'll hold off on this, on ilhe
training. T think it would be interesting to hear some
testimony about the i1ype of iraining that vour men go
Lhrough and how they have to qualify. If one of you
are going to touch on that, T'1ll delay that. Okay.

And the other thing that I definitely
want to get to, and mavbe we'll wait until everybeody
testifies, what we were previously talking aboul before
we staried the full hearing, aboul the amount of money
that is oul lthere that is due to the State and the
counties that is not being paid on fines and couri
coslts and other service fees (hat are owed to the
Commonwealth and what aticemple we might be able Lo do
to colliect that moncey.

But with that, l¢t's move right tfo
Sheriff Harry Geiger, legislative director.

MR. GEIGER: Thank you.

I'm nol going to get involved in the
history of ithe sheriif's office. You've already heard
it or some of my collcagues will touch upon it.
Therefore, T will make ihe assumption some
Represenlatives have rescervations on the cost of having
Tfavorable legistation for the sheriff's office. My

office does quite well with finances. T use the
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18
sherifé's fee bill, Tiftle 42, Scctions 2111.1 io
2111.9, to the fullest. I can safecly say by availing
myself of Title 42 that on some days the depuly
salarics were paid at no expense to the countly.
Funding for deputy sheriffs training is through the %2
fee charge. There are hills in the House 1o change the
sheriff’'s fee bills, and with these bills there are
companion bills to increasc the surcharge. Any
increase granted would sustain the additional training
thal may be needed. Then again, if the Municipal
Police Training Board would accept depulty sheriffs,
that extra fund would not be nccessary.

The tolal moneys collected by my office
in 1992 was $314,8353.39, of which $243,823.99 was from
the real estate poundage. My budgelb for 1992 was
$443,046. Moncys collected in 1993 {from January 10
June was $181.,004.52. Of that, $152,002.23 was from
real estate poundage. My budget for '93 is $456,528.

Training and schooling. Depuly sheriffls
must atiend Deputy Sheriffs Basic Training Acl, which
is Act 2, which is 160 hours of mandatory training,
mandatory coniinuing cducalion, every olher year.
Training is given by the Temple University School of
Criminal Justice. After aliending a multitude of

seminars, schools of {raining and various law
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enforcement programs, somc of these programs are fhe
U.S. Marshal School in Glvnco, Georgia, for courdi
seccurity, interpcrsonal communication skills, advance
drug and law enforcemenil. school wilh the DEA, hazardous
device school for bomb technicians, police fircarms
school, itraining and defensive taclics by our own
certified instructors.

The dulics of a depuly. I have a bomb
technician who responds to calls when requested by fthe
Pennsylvania $tatce Police and other State, local, and
Federal enforcement agencices. 1 have served wilh the
drug lask force, members of 1he counly drug task force,
assist in arrest and have done undercover work.
Breathalyzer., We perform DUT {esls with fthe
Breathalyzer 3000. Video operations. Deﬁﬁties do
clectronic moniiforing for {he probationary depariment
placing on paersons clecironic devices and monitors.

Any deputics are on call 24 hours a day. We cxecule
bench warrants for the Court of Common Pleas, executbe
warrants for probation, assist on pick—up orders, serve
Protecition From Abusec orders for the Court of Common
Pleas and the Magistrale's office, assist the PSP and
municipal police for the transportation of mental
healtlh patients.

T have the Project D.A.R.E. program. Tha
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Shoriff's office instituted a program in January 1990.
We have gona from once depulv 1o threec deputies {caching
programs in the schools. We are handling 32 of 33
school disiricis in the county. The criteria for being
a D.ALR.E. officer is two years of law cnforcement
ficld duly. My senior secrgeant is a member of {he
State Training Commission for the Pennsylvania
Commisesion on Crime and Delinquency, and as of this
date we have rcached in excess of 9,000 students. The
Triad/SALT program. S8Scniors and Law Enforcement
Together. This year I have begun {o coordinate with
the Pennsylvania Stale Police and three municipal
police departments in the county to implement the
program. This program dgeals with assisting senior
citizens.

Woe're an arm of Lhe court. We provide
court sccurily for judges, defendants, juries and
witnesses. Service of original process in civil aclion
to include process in other than civil actions.
Complaints, writes of scizurcs, impoundments,
proceecdings in quasi, writ of attachment, cnforcement
of judges, wriftcen excuses, cvictions, order of
posscssions, scrvice of subpocnas, court orders from
Pike County Couri of Common Pleas, which are attached.

Sheriff of Pike County is directaed to make scrvice of
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all process emanation out of the magislerial districls.
Court orders from Pike Couniy Couri of Common Pleas,
"Sheriff of Pike Countv is directed o do all juvenile
iransporis.”

Crimes Sections 4110, defrauding secured
creditors. Sheriffs comes under these circumsiances
frequently.

Prisoner transporis. In June of 1989,
the Pike County jail was closed becausc of inadequale
physical ptant. The road mileage incurred jusi for
prison transport is in c¢xcess of 430,000 miles in 1989.
In 1992, the mileage was 160,000. 1In 1993, ending June
30, we have traveled 55,982 miles just in prisoner
transport. We have housed inmales as far west as
Cambria County, and southecast as Chester County.

Deputics in Pike Counly are trained in
the use ol force, scarch and secizure, and criminal
procedures. My depulics have a noleworthy reputation
to the exlent that our assislance is requested by the
Pennsylvania Statec Police and municipal policc
departmenis. Some ycars ago the local police
departmeni attempted to receive an NCIC compuler for
their use. Thesc deparitments do not meet the
Pennsylvania State Police criteria and werce denied. I

interceded and my office was able (o obtain the NCIC
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machine signed over to me and is now situated in Lhe
Pike Counly communications cenler. This indicates that
someone out there belicves that somewhere within law
cnforcement slruclurc sheriff{s do have police powers.

I am atlaching a bricf case heard in the Superior

Court, Commonwecalth vs. Lvons. This case rceinforces

that sheriffs do have arresi powers. And another casc,

Commonwecallh vs. Delatore, on a molkion to dismiss,

which was denicd.

In closing, I have six deputies thal arc
Act 120 certified. All arce former police cfficers.

The municipal police training board will not allow them
to participate in a continuing police training program
because they are no longer cmploved by a police
department. The district attornecy has deputized three
as counly deteclives so that they may continue with
their education.

I ask vou 1o plcase take the shariffs oul
of limbo. We do not wanlt to take away anyone's
livelihood. We want 1o continue¢ augmenting and
assisting other law enforcement agencies. We would
1ike to accomplish this wilhout feeling ithal we arc in
left fiecld standing there naked.

Thank you.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Quesltions?
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{No response. )

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Can wc next move
to Solicitor Hank Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: T don'il recally have a
prepared statement.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Okay. You want 1o
get into the freefall of things after the testimony.
Very good. OKkay.

nnd of course, last, but nei least,
Sheriff Gene Coon.

MR. COON: Good morning, all. 1It's greal
to be back in Harrisburg again.

I'm not going Lt¢ bore you. I submitted
in writing our position, and one thing I would like to
commeni on though, Hank, is that it is noi my
understanding that (he Leet decision prohibits the
enforcing of the Vechicle Code bul only traffic stops.

MR. JOHNSON: You may bc corrcect.

MR. COON: That's my understanding, and
I'm amicus curiae on the case thal's now wailing for
the Supreme Court to decide it. We hope it goes the
way we 1hink il should go. Bul wec've {ricd legislation
but Lhe F.0.P. bombs us out all the time. We have
iriecd, Senalor Scanlon iniroduced a bill, il got shot

down in committee. Dave Mayvernik has tried different
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times Lo introduce lecgislation to clarify the sheriff's
standing legally, and i{'s always bombed oul by the
Fraternal Order of Police, of which I've been a moember
for 40 ycecars.

T think I'11l just go with questions. 1
think, as I said, what I have preparcd here pretly well
covers our position.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Okay. Maybe we
can get right into, and Sheriff Smith, did you have any
commenls that you would like to make? We don't want to
overlook anybhody that came here 1oday.

MR. SMITH: Well, thank you. T am Vern
Smith, IT'm sherif{f of a sixlh class county in wesiern
Pennsylvania, and I'm here to £ill in for someonc I
gucess that didn't show. And it's my privilege, of
course, to be here and address you this morning. I'm
Tinishing up my sccond term as sheriff and I'm sceking
re—-election on a third term. But before I became
sheriff I had another lifce, as they say. I spent 30
years wilth the State Police, rose to the rank of
scrgeant, and was siationed mostly in Lhe western
portion of the State, but I did have supecrvisory duties
and involved criminal law and traffic dutics.

I brought this knowledge, of course, to

the office of sheriff whon I came in. We have a small
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detachment and we fry to do everything that involves
Lthe office of sheriff. T have ihree full-time deputics
and of course they have all been trained with Lhe
Deputy Training Act, and Lhey also have the Act 120, as
of course I do. And we were fortunale cnough that we
were able to take the updaie {raining courses in our
local college so we do continue with that. And T Lhink
that's importiant. I had always thought ihat {training
and cducation was important. In order to do your job,
you must be knowlcdgeable to be able {o do that. Of
coursce, the court fecels that way also.

As far as the slcercotype, T gucss my main
point is we have a stercolype sometimes of where some
people think of the sheriff and visualize him as being
a political hack, so to speak, protege who sits behind
a desk with his feet on his desk smoking a stogie witlh
a whiskcy botile in his desk. I think that is gone
across the State. T know from my associates herc that
we're endeavoring very hard to upgrade the office of
sheriff and thatl most sheriffs that I'm aware of do
have a background in law cnforcemen( and they're very
epirited in the fact thal Lhey make their depulies go
fo school too, and it is important.

So as far as Lhe office of sheriff{ in our

county, we're quite involved. I feel {hat as the
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cleclted law enforcement officer, and I have many people
who ar¢e very strong on thie and they say, when they ask
me somelhing about this traffic or Vehicle Code, when I
say I cannot do somcthing aboul that, they don't
understand. They have a perception that the sheriff
can do anything. And unfortunalely, we're in a kind of
a limbo situation on that. But I'm a member of the
Attornay Genaoral's task force. As a matter of Ffact,
excepl for one chief of police in a little communilky
who ise also a member of 1he sheriff, we arce {he task
force in our county and we're quite successful in that.
Thank goodness for the Attorney Gencral and for the
moncy that comes for that.

We're involved wilh the court. And in
talking about the coliecting of fines and costs and
siuff, T i1hink it's a very important thing. It always
comes up at clection time, if yvou notice. And the
money on the books, tLhe prothonoiary always comes up
with how much is out fthere and not able (o be collected
and a 1ol of tLalk on doing that. But T haven't scen
too much action. I am certainly willing to get
involved in that. And perhaps I feel maybe prejudiced
that I feecl it's parlk of my duty, that I should be
involved in that as an officer. And T {hink reason

would say that you could not be paid for yourseclf for
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doing this. I mean, the county probably could collect
some of {hesec funds. Like you mentioncd, Mr. Chairman,
there are people out fhere uniess you bug them, so to
speak, or contacl them, they forgel it, vou Kknow,
unless somebody, and T think that's probably natural on
many peoplc not 1o pay a bill unless somebody sends
them a notice that they owe it. And in our, T don't
wanl to give away trade sacrels, bul in the service of
exccutions and documents and stuff, ift's not uncommon
to go to ithe door and Lthe wife comes to {he door and
you ask for the husband and she says he's nol Lhere,
when no doubt he is, but by using differenl methods vou
come back at a different time, you come back at 5:00
o'clock in the morning when you know ihe man is therc.
You cannot juslk lel it fly by. The court has decreed
ithat they owe us money. I 1hink certainly vou c¢an
collect under some of Lhem. But I think that the
revenue is thore exisling, waiting to he 1apped.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGTRONE: Onc of the Cthings
that, well, I'd like Lo address the Leet casc because
we did have 1egislaltion in the last couple of sessions
and since Lhat casc is pending before the Supreme
Court, I made the decision that rather than move on
with legislalion, we wanied to wail and scc exacily

what the courl was going to decide once way or the
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other, and I had talked Lo Representative Mavernik a
number of times on ithal. T know ithere was a concern
about, you kKnow, whether we should or shouldn'i address
thal issuc and how we should do it. Legislalion had
been proposced. And I think after discussing it with
some of the members of the commitiee and legal counsel,
that the best decision was to wail and see exactly how
the Supreme Couri was going 1o rule in that casc bafore
we do anything, baecause it may not even be necessary Lo
do anything with Lhe legislation.

Getting back to the collection of costs
and other obligatlions lhat arec owed by citizens of the
Commonwcalth for litigation that they've been involved
with, and T want to pass this arocund wiih the president
judges and the (rial courl judges when we meet with
them, and T wanted to get your reaction to this because
I've been very heavily involved in court
computecrization and T sit on that board, T've becn a
strong advocale of the computerization, and of coursc
as you know, 1he district jusliices throughout this
Commonwealth are now totally compulerized. As I was
sharing wilh the sheriffs and I will share with the
members, I spent a couple of hours last year with one
of the {rainers who had indicated how casy it is 1o

keypunch all the information up and spew it out al the
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end of Lthe week, especially to get a handle on the
finances, how much was collected, how much was still
owaed, and these arce obligations in dollars and cents
thal are owed 1o the Commonwecalih, whelher it's the
State or county or olher programs, becausce Lhat moncy
is pretty well tied up. And as we all know, and T
would like for you to share with the members of the
commitiece the point that T'm getting al and what we
might be able to do collectively, and 1 say "we," some
urging from members of 1he House Judiciary Commiilee to
the judges and sheriffs in getting some type of
communication out to those litiganis {hail have not
completed their obligation, financial obligation, and
when il comes on a piecc of stalionery from the
sheriff, I think they take it a 1little bit more
scriously than whether i1 would come from lel's say lhe
prothonotary or the clerk of court. We know that in
ihe c¢ity of Philadelphia therc's several hundred
millions of dollars, and in most of Lhe smaller
counties it can rangc anywherce from $10 million to $20
million to $50 million, and we're talking about a
tremendous amount of moncy.

Now, I also understand on the other side
of ihat coin, we cerlainly don't wanl {o go oul and

start arresting people and putting (hem in jail.
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That's not the point. The poinl is that there's still
an obligation thal's owed thore. Now, jusl for
conversation and discussion on this issue, there may be
some thought given 1o setting up a timeframe, i1ake a
yvear, 1980, anybody prior to 1980, the beooks are going
to be wiped clean. I{ makes no scnsc at all if you
can't get blood out of a stone, then why cven fool with
il and why continuc keceping all that paperwork hanging
around when it's just nonsense. And I'm just [hrowing
this out for conversation. But from whalcver point
forward, and once the Common Plecas courts arc totally
computerized, we will have a pretty good handle on who
owecs what. That's part of running the system, and
those arc actual dollars that are out therc. Even if
they're going {0 make a paymaent plan or gel into some
type of community service or whateveor. If we have fto
change some of Lhe laws to accommodate some of that, I
would like to hecar some of the reaction from both ihe
sheriffs and the president judges and the Common Pleas
judges when we meet wilih them to f£ind out whal can we
do collectively (o (ry fto get some of that moncy
gencerated, and I think you had mentioned, Sheriff
smith, and it's true, when vou gel a notice in the mail
of a late payment or payment overduc, I think the

tendency of most veople is they belter take care of
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business and pay that and get it behind them.

But I'd like to open it up to Lhe members
of the committce and also the sheriffs and legal
counsel to comment on it. Sheriff Coon?

MR. COON: As I explained carlier, prior
tc this scssion here, we do nol handle the question of
courl costs. That's the clerk of courts. And a very
inadequate job is being done, I can assurc you. T
don't know how many millions we would run into, bul it
would be substantial. Many pcople, in fact I think the
majority just choose to ignore it. About the only ones
that really pay up are the DUIs because they're hanging
on a string for ARD. So they usually payv up. But
there's a whole hosil of various crimes that the judge
has fined or sct costs on that were never paid. We
handle nonsupport warranis and we do not arrest. First
of all, we don't have the jail room. Wa're under
Federal order thatl costs Allegheny County $5,000 cvery
time we have to push a prisoner ouf the door. So with
nonsupporls, a deputv will go {eo the residence,
preferably the residence. We don't like Lo Lap anyonc
al work, and leave a notice, hand a person a nolice to

report Lo the sheriff's office the next morning. And

we've found a good 90 percoent effeclive that way. The

only oncs that we'll arrest is when the judge tells us
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directly, I want them in here, and so then we'll go
bring i1them in, and ii's up to the judge to decide
whether they arc to be incarcerated or whether we're
going to scel up a schadule of payments.

T think the problem with the courft costs
and fines would be if the person has compleled {heir
probation, what you have hanging, scee, with a
nonsuppori we have the warrant. Il's an active
warrant. You would have nothing to really, if they
said drop dead, what do we say? We have no recourse.
We have no warrant. We have no reason to take them
into custiody, if they haven'i fulfilled ihe terms of
their probation, but that would be a matter for the
probation deparimeni and the couris.

But I agree with you, scnding out a
notice on sheriff's stationery would be far morc
cffective than something coming from the clerk of
courls. We can tell from, as T explained on the
nonsupports, plus the jurcors, the thousands of jurors
ihal we summons, the responsc of jurors is probably
about 99 percent on the jury summons. The list is made
up and preparcd by the jury commission. The letler,
the notice to report goes out on sheriff's stationery,
and we found il very cffectltive.

CHATRMAN CALTAGTRONE: Do yvou fcel that
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there would be some benefit (o attempting fto get, let's
say, a mailing from the sheriffs witih {he approval,
let's say, of the president judge of cach of the
counties 1o atiempli to do something like thai? Tt
could be limited. It doesn't have to be every single
parson and you could sal up some kind of a systcm and
possibly even a payment plan through the county
controller.

MR. COON: Well, the problem there is
that the clerk of courlt has the records and the clerk
of court would have to make the list up.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Uh-=huh.

MR. COON: And the payment, 1he scheduled
payments could be set with the clerk of courts, who is
daosignated in our county to collect fines and costs.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Do vou (hink it's
worth {the cffortl to try?

MR. COON: I think il's worth the cffort
wiih millions of dollars thai are sitting there, T
mean, vou've got to get some response oul of it. Y
mean, il just follows thal if they get a letter from
the sheriff, they're going to figure they're looking at
jail or someihing. It would be far morce offective than
a letter from the prolhonotary or the clerk of courts,

I 1hink. Bui those lists and malerials would have to
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be compiled in our county by the clerk of courts. But
we have no access to them.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Sheriff?

MR. GEIGER: Most of the lists in Pike
County are developed not only through Lhe clerk of
couris but ithey are assigned 1o Lhe probatlion
department for collection fees and cosls. Like when we
had an active jail and we had a work relcase program,
the checks were sent to my office, the payroll checks
for the individual. 1 would have i1he prisoner sign his
check, take oul what is due the county for room and
board, and 1urn the balance over to probation for
dislribution of fines and costs. People that are on
the street, every once in a while probatlion will give
us civil warrants where they have failed to pay fines
and costis to go get them as a violalion of probation or
parole. But other than that, there's nothing in force
within our county, and I don't Know the outsianding
debt in Pike Counly as far as fines and costs arc
because we're not privy 1o that information, butl
through the years 1've had correspondence with
Representative Birmelin on communitiy service laws,
possibly lecgislalion being devised to limiit the
liability or tolally eliminate tLhe liabilily to a

county for a commnunity service program in the cvent
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that a person that the county put out on community
sarvice was huri, that ithey could not be liable for
suit. 8o as far as I'm concerned, we've Lhrown the
ball back to the legislalure to come up with soma
relicef for the counties so that they don't have o wind
up paving humongous insurance fees.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Well, when you
have, and I'm just curious about that, when you have
current community service programs now with the blanket
policy that t1he county carries——

MR. GETGER: Onc suif can wipe it out.
You gol $1 million coverage, thai's it. Onc lawsuit
could wipe you out.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Well, do you have
any current community service programs—-—

MR. GEIGER: No, sir.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: None at all?
Nonga?

MR. GEIGER: Our judge will not touch if.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Do the other
sheriffs have communiiy service of any kind?

MR. SETBRING: We will be discussing onc
tomorrow al our prison board mceting Lo work a
community scrvice projaect out of the prison.

Getling bhack to whal Sheriff Coon
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started, that probaticonary period after Lhe guy wants
to leave jail has 1o be continued on until all of the
finecs and costs are paid, and it would be my proposal
that if a guy owed fines and cosils and got a lctter
from the sheriff that would tell them to report
Saturday morning at 6 o'clock to the county jail and he
would be assigned fo that work detail until the fines
and costs werc worked off at a rale of $4 an hour, or
whatever. But what I sce happening is that the
probation is not exiended far encugh, and once that guy
gets out of jail he says, the hell wiih you all, and we
don'i hear from him anymore.

MR. GEIGER: Until he's arrested the next
{imo.

MR. SEIBRING: Until he's arresicd ithe
next Lime. But T've been sheriff for 26 years, and 25
vears ago when the judge issued a senicencing order,
that order recad that the defendant shall stay commilited
1o the jail until his scntence is complied with, and
the costs were part of the sentence. 8o he might have
done his 30 days, didn't have his costs paid, he didn't
go. And surprising enough, they would come up with the
money on that 30th day to get oul of jail. TIt's the
same way in domestic relations court Loday. We're a

rural county, we were a rural county, but you know,
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when the judge says, Sheriff, take the guy Lo jail, sce
how many fricnds he has, surc enough, within aboul an
hour he's got friends cnough Lo pay his fines and
costs.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Members?

(No responsa.)

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Legal counscl, did
you wanl to make any comments on some of the arcas that
we'tve Louched on?

MR. JOHNSON: No, sir.

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Lot me ask you,
when we do get the president judges down here, and we
will be having a meceting with them and the Common Pleas
judges, would any of you or any of [he representatives
from Lhe sheriffs organization like Lo be present?
Because I'd like to establish that dialogue with them,
because of coursc tying up whal you would be able {0 do
with what they can do, we may be able to develop some
type of a plan. T am convinced and commiilied 1o
devising some type of a system wherein we can sfart to
collect 1hai monecy. T had talked privately with people
from various countics around Lhe State and it is a
major problem. And we've got 1o do something one way
or the other to try to either collect that money or

wipe Lhe slate clean and start fresh, but especially
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when computerization will totally operate Lhe Common
Pleas courts there will be a much betier handlc on ihat
situation. Many times, and I've spoken to judges
privately, once the sentence is completed and {he casc
is disposed of, you know, they don'l really want lo
bother with, they don't feel they're collection
agencies. But as you had said, that was part of a
responsibilily and an obligaiion of thai person thail
was convicted of whalecver offense it might have becen,
and I had asked sevaral yecare back different areas of
State government and county governmenis to Lry and get
a handle on how much money we're talking aboul, and as
I recall, it was cxtremely considerable.

But, you know, we don't live in a false
paradise and T know we just can't go out there and lock
everybody up. I think just {he threcat of {hat
possibility with a letter coming from the sheriff has a
lol more ocomph o i1 than —--— and I'm nol putting down
the clerk of courts, but when it comes from the
sheriff, il's vaory official, and cspccially if we can
coordinate 1that with some of Lthe president judges lhat,
look, Lhis money is owed, it's a commitment, an
obligation, part of the sentence‘and/or probation, and
it should be forihcoming, or at least a paymeni plan,

some Lype of attempt, and I would 1ike to see whatoever
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suggaestions you may have.

On 1he training, by the way, have you
kept abreasl of all the different techniques and
programs of {training that are available to your men and
do they get opportunilies to get into the various
training programs? Becausc T know ihe Lechnology
continues to change dramalically. Are there problems
with any of i1he county sheriff{s in any arcas of ihe
State where the fraining programs are not accessible to
1them?

MR. COON: T'm a member of the Deputy
Sheriffs Training Commission, and there's 20 hours per
vecar mandated in-service training. and there arcg
clecltables in various arcas of the law pertaining Lo
the office of sheriff. But that's mandatory, Lhe 20
hours, which is administerced by Temple University in
various arcas of the Stale. For the main, basic
training, they go to Dickinson Law School for that. My
deputies go 524, 526 hours al ihe counly police
academy, Lhen an additional 40 hours of civil at
Dickinson. The first hours are waived because of our
police training academy, which is far more in-depth
than what we're able Lo give to the deputy recruits

that come in. You can't cover in 160 hours when T

becama a policeman many years ago, 40 ycars ago, as a
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matter of fact, the city of Piltsburgh required 8 weecks
of training before you could ever go out on thal sircet
with a badge or a gun. Now, that was 320 hours 40
years ago. So you can sce the need for morce in-depth
training for deputies, but it goes back (o finances all
the time. Can ithe countices afford it? 1 mean, it's
not like Act 120. There's no reimbursement —-- oh, yes,
there is reimbursemeni for {he county.

MR. SEIBRING: Ycah, they have
reimbursement. Fifty percent.

MR. COON: Fifty percent. I think Act
120 is, what, 100 percenl?

MR. SEIBRING: I think so.

MR. COON: Bul that's funded by the
State, whereas the training commission's funds are
raised by us and lcvied on each paper that is filed
with our office.

MR. SEIBRING: One of our probloms is
that with this Municipal Police Officer's Training Act,
Act 120, is that the Municipal Police Officer's
Training Act will not certify deputy sheriffs and give
us a number.

MR. GEIGER: Not even the updates.

MR. SEIBRING: Nok even on the updafes.

Even if we had a man on duly now Lthat has had Act 120,
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we do not have access Lo updates.

MR. GEIGER: Bocause hcec no longer works
for a municipal police authority.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: What do you need
to have done in order to have that update?

MR. GEIGER: You musi still be employed
by a municipal police agency in order (o keep your 120
MPT.

MR. JOHNSON: What you need is an
amendment to Act 120 to have sheriffs and sheriff's
deputies to be deemed L0 be police officers so that
they can get the kraining and can gel the
certification. There's at lcast 340 deputies who have
taken Act 120 training that cannot get certificed. They
let them fake it, but they won't certify them. aAnd now
ihey won't 1et them take il anymore, as I understand
it.

MR. COON: Whatl i1lhey won'i permii is ihe
in~service, which is required Lo hold your number, MPT
number. They won'l leit 1lhe deputies inieo those
classes, cven though they were former police officers
with some municipality. So thercfore, they losc their

number because they can't update.
CHAIRMAN CALTAGTIRONE: Is this a classic

battle with the conflict that vou have wilh the F.Q.P.
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and Lhe sherirffs, deputy sheriffs?

MR. COON: Yes. Tt's jusl a continuation
of it.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: And mosi sheriflfs
and deputy sheriffs are also members of Lhe F.O.P.,
right?

MR. COON: Quite a few of us.

MR. SEIBRING: In Monroe County, there's
more doputy sherif{fs ithat are members 0( the F.O.P.
than there are polices officers. And let me just say
ihal the battle is not with the F.O.P. member on the
strect, becausc he's calling us cvery day for a backup
or, Sheriff, where's this person located, when is he
home, when can I find him? Absolutely. And I don'dl
want you 1o think that T'm tryving Lo discrediti the
State Police, because I'm nolk. Bul in Monroe County,
right now we have probably 40 rookie State Troopers and
they have 633 square miles Lhal they have to try to
find somconc in. Thesc poor guys might be from
Philadeclphia, they mighi be from Pittsburgh, they might
—— T mean, we scce these guys sitting along the road
with a road map trying to find an accident Lthat they're
responding to with injuries. And we have to stop and
say, Trooper, what are you looking for? Show him where

it is, 1ell him how to get there. T mean, hc can'i
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help it that he was lLransferred to the Poconos from
Pittsburgh. I mean, it's jusi one of 1hosc things.

And we're there to help cach olher ouf
and we do il on a day-to-day basis, and ift's only the
officers in Lhe State Police or in the State F.O.P.
organization. I you bring the rank-and-file officer
in here, he'll fell you the sheriffl has never taken one
of my men away from me. TiL's the other way around.
Half of the police officers in Monroc County are
ex-depuly sheriffs, because we're training them and
we're nolt paving them as much as the police department
is paying them. 8o it's just a rcverse of whal Francis
Bucelli is telling you. 1 mean, that's the truth.

MR. COON: To back thal up Lodge 1, of
which I'm a member of, Pittsburgh, has necver taken a
posiiion antisheriff or any legislation. Il's coming
strictly from Mr. Bucelli al the State level, and Lc¢o
Marchelti, who is a paid lobbyist for them. Marchetli
will tell you, well, that's fine. Gene Coon's Sheriff,
we know we're safe with him, but how about the next
person? Thal's the response Lthat you get.

MR. SETBRING: Mr. Chairman, w¢ don'ti
want ko be policemen. We want Lo be sheriffls and
depuly sheriffs. T don't think there's a sheriff in

tho State of Pennsylvania that wants o look as though
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he's an organized police department. That's not what
we want. We want to be sheriffs. And we want to be
the chief law enforcemeni officer of the county. But
we wanl 1o work and every once of us fecl that with the
Constitution when il was put in place they felt that
the chief law cenforcement officer should be responsible
te the people, not Lo a town council, not Lo a borough
council, nol to a city department hecad. I mean, the
average sheriff in [he nation stays in office for 12
vears. The average chiefl of police in the nation stays
in office for 36 months. 8o, you know, who has more
experience, the people thalt —— we're out {there cvery
four years saying, stand up and be counted. Re~clect
us as sheriff. And, you know, that's noi irue wiih ihec
police depariments., There's many, many good, we have
lols of good police deparimenis in ocur couniy and vary,
very capable men, but we don't have enough of them.

And herec we arc. T have 16 men on the streecl cvery
day, and we can serve a purposc in Pennsylvania without
spending a 1ot more moncy. And we do il every day now,
and there's just, like I say, the Leet decision is the
only thing right now that's holding us back, and it's
such a trivial thing.

MR. GEIGER: Buf getting back ko your

guestion, is there more iraining necded? Yes. And 1
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don't think there's a sheriff in the State that will
tcll you that we don'l need more {raining or more
training opportunities. Yes, we do.

MR. SEIBRING: We're recognized by the
FBI, we can go to their academy; we're recognized by
the U.S. Marshals, 1hey'1l take us in their academy.
We're recognized by the Attorney General, who makes us
members of his drug Lask force. We're Lhere doing ihe
job cvery day.

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Okay. Any
additional questions from members of the committee?

(No response.)

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you veary
much for being here and sharing your thoughts with us
today, and T would like (o extend to you an opportunity
to be with us when we mcet with {he Common Pleas judgoes
and the president judges so thal we can share with them
Lhe concerns thal we've expressed here lLoday about somo
of these issues. Thank you.

We're adjourned.

{Whercupon, the proceodings were

concluded at 11:06 a.m.)
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I hereby certify thal the procceedings
and ecvidence arc conlained fully and accurately in 1ihe
notes taken by me during the hearing of the within

causa, and that Lhis is a Lrue and correct ilranscript

(im0 iel! Sty

ANN-MARIE P. SWEENEY

of Lhe samec.

THE FOREGOING CERTIFICATION DOES NOT APPLY TO
ANY REPRODUCTION OF THE SAME BY ANY MEANS UNLESS UNDER
THE DIRECT CONTROL AND/OR SUPERVISION OF THE CERTIFYING

REPORTER.

Ann-Marie P. Sweency
3606 Horsham Drive
Mcchanicsburg, PA 170585
T17-732-5316

44



ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


FORREST B. SEBRING

Syerift

OFFICE OF THE SHERI¥FF
COUNTY OF MONROE
COURTHOUSE. STROUDSBURG. PA 18360
717-420-3670 FAX: 717-420-3683
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THE SHERIFF AS PEACE OFFICER

Criminal Procedure

As a peace officer, the Sheriff is responsible for maintaining order throughout
the county and for preventing and quelling riots and uprisimgs. These duties
were once of major importance. Today he shares this responsibility with state
and local police officers. He makes arrests, both with and without warrant, may
execute search warrants, may seize illegal property or property used in wviolation
of the law, and may remove certain nuisances on o¢rder of the court, The Sheriff
has certain responsibilities in extradition procedure, he issues firearms licen-
ses, and has special law enforcement duties under certain general codes of law,
such as the Dog Law, the Fish Law, and the Military Code.

1. DUTY TO KEEP THE PEACE

1. Gemneral powers as peace officer. From earliest days, the Sheriff has
been a peace officer. It is his responsibility to keep the peace, to
apprehend those who fail to keep the peace, and to protect law-abid-
ing citizens. Originally the Sheriff was the major and sometimes
the sole law enforcement officer in the county. From time to time,
however, other offices have been established with certain law enforce-
ment duties. These include policemen in the citiles, boroughs and
townships and the State Pelice who also act within the county where
the Sheriff has jurisdiction., These officers, under ordinary circum-
stances, relieve the Sheriff of most if not all of the responsibility
for keeping the peace and maintaining order. The district attorney
of the county, with the detectives who work under him, as well as the
local and State Police, undertake a great deal of criminal investiga-
tion. However, the Sheriff is still the chief law enforcement officer
of the county and has full powers as criminal investigating official.
The Sheriff still possesses a number of general peace powers and often
has need to exercise them. Some of those powers are under the old
Common Law, and it would be difficult to find precise statutory author-
ity for the Sheriff to use them. This includes the general power to
keep the peace and to prevent riot and insurrection.
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COURTHOUSE SECURITY

In Monroe County, the Sheriff's Office is responsible for the security of the
courthouse and the safety of the gemeral public and county employees. We have
many volatile situations occurring daily, and deputies must be constantly alert
for persons intending wrong doing. We have witnessed a tremendous increase in
the threats and attempts to demonstrate vengeance towards the courts, mostly in
the area of Family Courts through acts of domestic violence. Deputies walk a
fine line in performing their duties between preventing a tragedy and offending
members of the community by suspicious scrutiny.

Deputies are normally all that stands between the safety of other employees and
the general public utilizing the courthouse and a person who may, for any reason,
want to cause injury or damage to government personnel or structure. As we have
all read and seen on the news, these problems appear to be a growing phenomenon
nationwide for a disgruntled person to become instantly violent by assaulting

or shooting government officials and/or their staff.

TRANSPORTING PRISONERS

This is the most time consuming duty. Deputies are assigned this assignment and
are responsible for assuring the prisoners prompt arrival at any number of dif-
ferent types of proceedings, such as: court hearings, criminal and civil arrests,
extraditions from state to state, funerals, doctors appointments, mental hospi=-
tals and to and from other county and state correctional facilities. Deputies
must constantly remain alert for possible escape attempts; their own safety; and
the inmates safety from himself or others, such as a defendant who is charged
with child molestation, and the victims family may want to retaliate,

Deputies may also be transporting a wide variety of prisoners without prior know-
ledge of their state of mind., Prisoners vary from young to old with any number

of health problems such as heart problems, Hepatitis, or even HIV/AIDS. With
current disclosure regulations, deputies may be completely unaware of an AIDS or
Hepatitis patient who at anytime could require first aid or even knowingly attempt
to transmit the disease to a deputy or deputies.

Deputies must make potentially critical decisions on their own; such as during an
extended transport should the deputies stop to allow a prisoner to use 2 restroom.
Does the prisoner really need to use the facilities or is he or she feigning a
sickness in order to attempt an escape?

It is a very difficult duty to ensure an inmate's family or friends don't have

any physical contact prior to transports, during court sessions and prior to their
return to a facility, because of the possible passing of contraband, although

the family or friend may be well-intentioned. Deputies are required to tramsport
juveniles and mentally ill prisoners and are routinely subjected to transports
involving prisoners who have vomitted or even deficated in close confines of their
vehicles.

Deputies have to maintain constant physical control of all prisoners in their
custody whether they are hand cuffed or not via the discretion of the court.
Deputies must make critical decisions regarding how much force to use to maintain
control, given the constant thought of liability concerms. It is a given fact
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that a deputy is liable if any harm comes to, or is caused by, a prisoner in

the deputy's control. This office routinely brings fugitives from state to
state, and deputies must be able to deal with strange places and handle road-
way detours, route changes and dangerous traffic, while being security conscious.
They must be capable of treating prisoners humanely, regardless of what type

0f crime they have committed. Routinely, deputies must make long trips with
prisoners involving overnight stays away from their families and friends.

Prisoners have to be transported to funerals and the deputies have the respon-
sibility of being torn between security concerns and the expressed feelings of
family members present. When deputies show up at a funeral with a handcafféd”
and leg shackled "family member", quite often the family's displeasure is usu-
ally directed at the deputies.

ASSISTING OTHER AGENCIES

Deputies may be called upon for assistance at any moment of the day or night by
another agency. It could be a police department, (state/local) needing assis-
tance with a disorderly defendant, assisting county Fire Departments, Ambulance
Corps, or Search and Rescue or to assist Children and Youth with placement of

a child. Deputies may have to make a last minute change in their.daily. plans:to
assist any agency in need. Deputies are often called by the Probation Office
at late night hours to take juvenile offenders to detention centers throughout
the state, since Monroe County does not have a center. These trips can range
from (2) hours to (7) hours on the road depending the availability of space in
the surrounding detention centers. Also, deputies are subject to "call-out”
for assistance on any emergency deemed necessary by the Sheriff, Chief Deputy,
and Office of Emergency Service Coordinator. (OES)

Deputies may often be the first person to arrive at an accident or erime scene,
because the job requires them to cover many square miles while on duty. Being
the first on an accident scene or crime scene, a deputy must be responsible for
making the right dec¢isions until the proper police agency, fire department, or
rescue units arrive. This could include administering first aid, securing a
scene, or chasing down a fleeing suspect, etc. A deputy could encounter a wide
variety of these situations which emphasize the need for staff training and
development.

* (Average 22 assists per month)

MAINTAINING ORDER IN STRIKES, RIOTS, AND UNLAWFUL DEMONSTRATIONS

Sheriff's Offices in Pennsylvania have the responsibility to maintain order at
labor strikes, riots, and unlawful demonstrations. ' This is not encountered of-
ten in Monroe County, which at times can be a problem in itself because of the !}
lack of true experience gained in handling these situations routinely. Deputies,
though trained at the academy, could easily find themselves in a position of
being a peacemaker between emotionally charged working class people, and making
decisions on individual confrontations at or around the scene that could easily
lead to major disturbances.
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Once an injunction has been filed with the courts and a Judge has signed a court
order directing the Sheriff to act accordingly, the Sheriff may be responsible
to provide (24) twenty-four hour coverage of the sceme for a time period deter-
mined by the court. Many times, the coverage of these types of situations re-
sult in double shifts of (16) hours on and (8) hours off to cover not only this
type of situation, but also the routine duties and responsibilities of this of-
fice.

* (Average 2 per year)

WARRANT SERVICE

Sheriff's Deputies must serve all warrants as ordered by the Courts by obtaining
physical custody of the defendant who has already willfully failed to appear and
is rarely cooperative. A warrant is a court order that commands the Sheriff or
his deputies to arrest the defendant and bring him/her before the court forthwith,

In executing a warrant, deputies must develop good communication skills to locate
a defendant who obviously does not want to be apprehended. WUsually, the only
valid information this office is provided with is the name of the defendant and
their offense for which they were charged with. Deputies must have and master
investigative skills in order to track down the defendant through intervenes with
family members, former neighbors, former employers, and suspected associates of
the defendant, who are normally very uncooperative. Deputies must develop insight
and persuasiveness when dealing with this type of individual and his mannerism
must be appropriate for each situation.

Deputies must also know the limitations of the law, given their eagerness to ap-
prehend the defendant, knowing that an illegal or improper arrest could result

in the defendant's later release and possibly a civil lawsuit towards the County
and this office, Deputies are normally dealing with the general public on warrant
details and must walk a fine line between being a courteous public servant and a
successful warrant server.

* (Currently have 104 outstanding warrants; Average 1l new warrants a month)

SERVING CUSTODY ORDERS

A custody order involves taking physical custody of minor children from one fam-
ily member and placing them with another family member or Childrem & Youth Serv-
ices. Custody orders are volatile and emotional situations that can easily turn
into a violent confrontation., In this type of situation, one party has already
refused to turn over custody for one reason or another, therefore a court order
is issued by a Judge and must be served immediately. Deputies executing a cus--
tody order are seen as unwanted intruders into the personal life of the person
receiving the order. Coumonly, this person will attempt to use the minor chil-
dren against the deputies. Deputies must be prepared to deal with any situation
possible, but still must be understanding and professional to all parties, espe-~

cially the children.

SERVING OF PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ORDERS

Deputies, upon receiving a Protection From Abuse (PFA) Order, must find the de-
fendant (who may be avoiding service) as soon as possible in order to preserve
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the safety and well being of the affiant. The conditions of the order usually
consists of the defendant being evicted from his/her home, their firearms being

seized, and/or custody of their children being taken away. In order for a PFA

to be issued, one party must be in fear because of acts of violence already
incurred or threatened. The Judge issuing the order may direct that the Sheriff's
Office confiscate all weapons owned by the defendant. These defendants are

rarely cooperative and usuwally the misuse of drugs and/or alcohol are commonly

a factor in this type of Domestic Violence. A defendant who has already proven

to be physically abusive to another knows it is not good news when deputies ar-
rive at his residence, place of empleyment or a bar or friends house they may
frequent.

We, in this county, have seen a major rash of physical harm and abuse from do-
mestic incidents. Deputies are routinely involved in physical altercations with
highly agitated or uncontrollable defendants. Every deputy is very aware that
domestic incidents result in the highest number of law enforcement deaths per
year, but must show no fear or indecisiveness in order to accomplish this duty.

These orders must be served as soon as possible to avoid further escalation of
violence.

DEPUTY SHERIFF'S TRAINING ACADEMY

The State of Pennsylvania mandates that every newly appeointed Deputy Sheriff
attend and successfully complete the standards set by the Pennsylvania Commission
on Crime and Delinquency. Currently the academy is held at the Dickison School
of Law in Carlisle, Pennsylvania and requires the deputy to be housed in the
college dorm type atmosphere for a (4) four week time period.. Training is sched-
uled throughout the day and into the evening hours daily. The academy covers
many subjects required in the field of law enforcement, but because of the limite
ed (4) four week duration, they cannot cover all the possible scenarios a dep-
uty may encounter on the job.

During the academy, a deputy is subjected to a curriculum in Criminal Laws of
Pennsylvania, Rules of Civil Procedure, Prisomer Transport, Court Security, First
Aid, -Self Defense, Use of Force-Lethal & Non-Lethal, the use and retention of
Firearms and many other topics.

Once a deputy has successfully completed his/her basic training, they are once
again mandated to successfully complete updated training every two years through
the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, Allentown Police Academy
and Temple University. Failure to successfully complete such training would
result in termination of employment.

ON-CALL STATUS

All Deputies are responsible for being "on-call" for any type of emergency upon
the call out of the Sheriff or the Chief Deputy.

A deputy is responsible to be "on-call” on a weekly rotating schedule to rou-
tinely transport juvenile offenders throughout the state. The on-call deputy
is also responsible for all late night/early morning service of process that

is not possible during the day and evening shifts as designed by this office.
Deputies must routinely report to the office during non-business hours,.to an-
swer other States and jurisdictions who may have one of our "wanted" defendants
in custody, as to whether we are willing to extradite or to advise us that we


ciori
Rectangle


need to pick up the defendant forthwith from jurisdictions within Pennsylvania,
The "on-call” deputy also must respond, with another deputy, to any leads, sight-
ings or arrest of a "wanted" defendant regardless of time of day or the deputies
previous personal plans. When a possible location of a subject is learned,
deputies must exercise extreme caution being the deputies are normally unfamiliar
with the surroundings, while the defendant is very familiar with them.

Deputies are responsible for carrying a personal pager so they can be contacted
when needed for any type of assignment, at any time of the day or night,

* (A deputy is subject to "on-call" status once every (7) weeks, the Chief Deputy
is subject to "on-call" (24) hrs. a day unless relieved by the Sheriff or de-
signee)

WRITS OF EXECUTION

Perscnal Property

This type of civil process arrives at the Sheriff's Office in the form of a court
order. These court orders originate at both the District Magistrate and the
Common Pleas Court levels and direct this office to levy upon and sell any or all
personal property belonging to the defendant. The majority of these executions
stem from unpaid debts due and owed to the plaintiff. This is yet another duty
that may be emotionally charged, as the defendant has already refused to pay the
debt. The debt may have resulted in any number of situations, including divorce
judgments, landlord/tenmant rent disputes, or money owed to a private person or
business.

Deputies must levy (list & secure), and sometimes seize, the defendant's property
to satisfy the amount of the debt. As one can imagine, levying on an individual's
vehicle(s), firearms, televisions, children's furniture, etc., and selling them

at a public sale commonly results in dangerous situations. Deputies must have

the ability te fulfill their duties while maintaining safety and setting aside
their personal feelings. When levying on businesses, deputies are responsible

to take into their possession all monies on the premises. This at times can

range from a couple of dollars to thousands of dollars for which the deputies
become personally responsible for until turned over to the Chief Deputy or Deputy/
Office Manager,

* (Average service per month 45-requires minimum of 2 deputies)

CIVIL PROCESS

The Sheriff's Office is relied on every day by (4) four Common Pleas Judges, (8)
eight District Magistrates (l0 as of 1994) and countless attorneys throughout
the United States for the service of civil documents. The service of these
documents involves the transferring of such; which would be a court order from
the Judges and Magistrates, summonses or subpoenas, or a civil complaint in which
a party may be being sued due to their actions. These types of documents are
just a few of the types of civil process which are involved with the Civil Jus-
tice System. These documents are to be personally delivered to the designated
party. This sounds simple, but it's not. Deputies are trained and scon develop
certain skills in which help complete this difficult task. Deputies must have
and master investigative skills, as Monroe County, is one of the faster growing
counties in the state, and it can be extremely difficult to locate a person who
the deputies are attempting to serve.


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle


Deputies must have a good knowledge and be familiar with the many county roads
and the numerous housing developments in order to make an efficient and timely
service. Deputies must be knowledgeable of the Rules of Civil Procedure for
the service of each different process, if the service was not proper the courts
would consider this ineffective service which ¢ould be very costly later in a
lawsuit. Deputies must have good social skills as they are constantly dealing
with the general public. Keep in mind that the deputies are almost always de-
livering bad news and they must know how to handle an unruly person. An example
of such would be serving an eviction notice and physically removing an entire
family from the premises. Deputies must know how to explain, comfort, give
direction, and listen to the respondent, in order to make sure the service is
executed professionally, effectively, and safely. Deputies must be sure that
all their decisions are made correctly, responsibly and professiomally, and in
accordance to the law, keeping in mind that they are constantly in the public's
eye both on-duty and off-duty.

* (Average services per month 223)

MISCELLANEOUS

Deputies are also required to perform computer and typing skills, maintain re-
ports and records as well as maintaining mandated and desired training. They

are also required to perform public service duties in hopes of educating the
general public on anti-drug education, public safety, as well as promoting the
"McGruff Program” which includes finger printing for Child Identification, public
awareness of law enforcement and crime prevention.

Deputies work countless hours of publie service work in helping children and
senior citizens in grasping the knowledge needed to be "street smart”. Many
deputies volunteer their time to schools, social groups, and professional or-
ganizations.
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have made clear that “the exclusionary
rule will not be extended to areas where itg
application would not tend to achieve its
primary purpose of deterring unlawful po-
lice conduct” Id 507 Pa at 552, 491 A 2d
at 835 (emphasis in original). “It is only
where the violation also implicates funda-
mental, constitutional concerns, is conduct-
ed in bad faith or has substantially preju-
diced the defendant that exclusion may be
an appropriate remedy.” Mason at 407,
490 A.2d at 426 (emphasis in original).
Since it has been concluded that a deputy
sheriff is not a police officer regardiess of
his having erroneously attemptied to act as
one, none of the conditions specified in
Mason is present, and no other factor ex-
ists which compels suppression of the evi-
dence as a remedy.!

Finally, the dissent also found that a
deputy sheriff is not empowered to arrest
for summary offenses. This court has held
that the right of a private citizen to arrest
does not inciude summary violations. See,
Commonwealith v. Stahl, 296 Pa Super.
507, 442 A.2d 1166 (1982). This parallel
further extends the notion that evidence
obtamed as the fruits of the arrest herein
not be suppressed.

Accordingly, { would find that the arrest
was illegal, but would decline to suppress
its fruits.

CIRILLO, Preswent Judge, dissenting.

Because I am firmly convinced that a
sheriff and his or her deputies are vested
by the Pennsylvania constitution with all

1. The mayonty states thal suppression s the
appropriate remedy because otherwise deputy
shenlfs would merely be given by indirection
carie blanche to "hold[ ] motorisis at gunpoint
or otherwise” until a “valid” arrest could be
effected [ would suggest that cnmenal charges
of kidnapping, false unprisonment, aggravated
assault, and possible ¢riminal conspiracy, or
tort acttons for false arrest, false imprisonment,
assault and battery, etc, which would inevilably
follow upen such a scenarte would tend 1o dis.
courage its repetinon. The main point of the
exclusionary rule 1s to punish the state, which is
otherwise tmmune from hability for an action-
able delention  However, where a person with-
out "a privilege defined by the law of the state”
Commomweald: v Corley, 507 Pa a1 548, 491
A 2d at 832, engages in behavior such as that
described, be s not shielded from the civil o

585 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES

the powers and duties of a peace officer,
including the authority to arrest for a sum-
mary traffic violation committed in his or
her presence, [ would reverse the tnal
court’s order suppressing the evidence ob-
tained from Leet as a result of the roadside
stop conducted by Deputy Sheriff Gibbons.
This conclusion is based upon a careful
study of the history of the powers and
duties of the sheriff and his traditional role
in the enforcement of our criminal laws.!

The word sheriff evolved from the Saxon
word “scyre” meaning shire or county, and
the word “reve” meaning guardian or keep-
er. The Compact Edition of the Oxford
Enghish Dictionary, Volume 1I, 2783-2784
(1971); AE Gwynne, Practical Treatise
on the Law of Sheryff and Coroner, with
Forms and References at 2 {1849) (herein-
after Gwynne, Sheriff and Coroner). In-
stinctively, when we think of a sheriff, we
are reminded of Sherwood Forest where
the Sheriff of Nottingham was the chief
law enforcement officer who possessed far
reaching powers. See H Pyle, The Merry
Adventures of Robin Hood (1883) (King
Henry of England stated to the Sheriff of
Nottingham: “[bJut look well to it, master
Sheriff, for I will have my laws obeyed by
all men within my kingdom, and if thou art
not able to enforce them, thou art no sher-
tff for me”) The modern sheriff's powers
and duties, however, are not as clearly
defined.

In Pennsylvania, the office of sheriff is
constitutionally created: “[cJounty officers

criminal repercussions of his acts. Jd The
maority definitively deprives deputy sheriffs of
the privilege to arrest for summaries. They
may not contravene that decision with impuni.
1y

Although o 15 unciear whether Deputy Sheriff
Gibboos actually arrested Leel, intntively, the
poswer to stop without a warrant is a logical
corollary 10 the power to arrest without a war-
rant. If an officer has the authority 10 make a
warrantless arrest, it is unreasonable to reguire
that he gel a warrant to make the siop that
precedes the arrest  Consequently, this analysis
focuses on the sheriff’s authority to arrest, and
lhe faciual issue of whether Deputy Sheriff Gib-
bons made an actual arrest, as opposed to an
investigalory slop, is immalenial to this analysis
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Pa. 1041

Cite as 585 A.2d 1033 (Pa Super. 1991}

shall consist of sheriffs. . ..” Pa,
Const. art. 1X, § 4. While our constitution
created the shenff’s office, it did not define
his powers ¢ There are, however, two stat-
utory sections which address the modern
sheriff's powers and duties. The majority,
like the suppression court, concludes that

2. The Commonwealth Court has acknowledged
that neither our constitution nor our statstes
enumerate the sheriff's powers and duties.

Quiie candidly we are somewhat dis-

mayed by our research disclosure thav the

Legislature has never chosen 10 enact legisla-

uon delineaung the general powers, dulies,

and responsibilities of the sheriff
Venrtert v County of Allegheny, 12 Pa.Commw
S17, 529, 316 A.2d 120, 126 (1974),

Most jurisdictrons have statutoriby defined the
dunies of a shenff. Moreaver, the majorny of
those slalutes have expressly granted sherilTs
the authority to arrest without a warranl  See,
eg., Arizona, (Anz.Rev Srat.Ann. 8§ 1-215(23),
11-441(AX2), and 13-3883 (1989)), Califarma,
(Cal.Penal Code §§ 830.1 and 836 (West 1985 &
Supp 1990));  Colorado, (Colo Rev.Stat Ann
69 16-3-102 and 18-1-901 (Wesi 1990)) Con-
necucut, (Conn.Gen.Stal Ann. §§ 54-1f and 53a-
3(9) (1985 & Supp 1990)), Hawan, {(Haw Rev
Stat § 601-33 {1985 & Supp 1989)), Hhnots,
(I Stat Ann  ch. 125, para 17 {(Smith-Hurd
1967 & Supp 1989)), Indiana, {Ind Code Ann
§ 36-2-13-5 (Burns 1981 & Supp 1989}), lowa,
(lowa Code 5§ 801.4(7)a) and 804.7 (1979 &
Supp 1990}), Kentucky, (Ky Rev Siat §§ 446 -
010(24) and 431.005 {1985 & Supp.1988));
Mame, (Me Rev Stat Ann nt 15 § 704 (1980)),
Marytand, (Md.AnnCode art 27, §§ 594B(a)
and 594B(g)(%) (1988 & Supp.1989)); Missourt,
(Mo Ann Stat § 544 216 (Vernon 1987)), Neva-
da, {MNev Rev Stat. §§ 169 125(2) and 171,124
{1987}y New Hampshire {N.H.Rev Siat.Ann,
§§ 594 10 and 594 I([1L) (1986 & Supp 1989)),
New Jersey, (N J Rev Stat. § 2A.157-2.1 (1985));
New York, (N Y Crim Proc Law §§ 1 20{34)(b)},
140.10, 14025 and 2.10(2) (McKinney 1981 &
Supp 1990)), North Daketa, (N D Cent.Code
§§ 29-05-10 and 29-06-02 (1974 & Supp 1989)),
Ohio, (Chio Rev.Code Ann. § 2935 03(A) (1975
& Supp 1989)), Oklahoma, (Okla Stai Ann. m
22, § 196 (1969 & Supp.1990), Okla.Stat Ann. tiL.
21, § 99 (1983)); South Carolina (S C Code Ann.
§ 23-13-60 (Law Co-op 1977)); South Dakota,
(S8.D Codified Laws Ann § 7-12-1 (1981}, SD
Codifred Laws Ann. §§ 23A-3-2 and 23A-45-
9(9) (1938)), Texas, (Tex Code Crim Proc Ann.
arts. 2.12 and 2 13 (Vernon 1977 & Supp 1990)),
Utah, (Uiah Code Ann 8§ 77-1a-1(1)(a)t) and
77-7-2 (1950), Utah Code Ann. § 17-22-2¢1)(b)
{1987 & Supp 1989)); Vermont, (ViR Crim.P
Ha) and S53(c)é)), Virgimia, (VaCode Ann,
§ 19.2-81 (1983 & Supp 1989)). West Virgima
(W Va Code § 62-10-9 (1989)); Wisconsin,
{(Wis Stat Ann.  §§ 967 02(5) and 968 07(1)(d)
{West 1985), Wis S1at Ann, § 59 24 {West 1988));

thege statutes delimit the sheriff's authori-

ty. This interpretation has the effect of
stripping the constitutional office of the

sheriff of any powers not enumerated by

the legislature, removing the sheriff from

his traditional position as the primary law
enforcement officer of the county, and rele-

Wyoming, (Wyo.Stat Aan. §§ 7-2-101(a)(iv){A)
and 7-2-103 {1987,

Several other jurnisdicitons, while not granting
express authority 1o make warrantless arrests,
have inlerpreted therr arrest statules as aliowing
sheriffs to make such arrests. See, eg. Florida,
{Fi.S1at Ann. §§ 3007 and 30 (5 {West 1988),
Fl.Stat.Ann. § 901.15 (West 1985 & Supp.1990),
Frelds v. Srate, 160 Fla. 877, 878, 36 So.2d 919,
920 (1948) (court justified a deputy sheriff’s
warrantless arrest by stabng that “[t}he Jaw of
[Florida) by statute makes the shenff and the
deputy shenff officers 10 conserve the peace and
authorizes them 1o make arrests”), 72 FL. A’y
Gen.Op, 381 (i1972)), Lowsiana, {(La.Code Crim.
Proc Ann art. 213 (West 1967 & Supp.1990),
Castrniotta v. Cronvich, 277 So 2d 744, 746 (La.
Ci App 1973} (warrantless arrest For a misde-
meanor commitied in the presence of the depu-
ty shenff was “authorized by virue of Article
213 of the Code of Criminal Procedure™)); Mi-
chigan, {Mich Comp Laws § 764.15 (1982 &
Supp 1990), People v Robinson, 344 Mich. 353,
364, 74 N'W2d 41, 42 {1955) ("[aluthority of a
deputy shenff of the county to arrest or siop
defendant for a misdemeanor committed in the
officer’s presence cannot be questioned™)};
Minnesota, (Minn.Siat Ann.  § 387.03 (West
1968), Minn.Stat Ann  §§ 62684 and 62934
(West 1983 & Supp.1990), Brelerask: v, Comumtts-
stoner of Public Safety, 351 NW.2d 664, 666
{Miann C1 App.1984) (deputy shenff, who was
also a policeman, effectuated a warrantless ar-
rest outside of the police’s jurisdiction but the
court held that “the officer had the power 1o
arrest as a Crow Wing County Shenff")); North
Carolina, (NCGenSwai § 15A-401{b) {(1988)
State v Gray, 55 NC App 568, 286 5.E.2d 357
{1982) (warraniless arrest by a deputy sheriff
was vahd under N C Gen Stat § 15A-401(b)).

Many other state siatules authonize the sherff
to arrest erimnals as part of his dunies without
wmdicating whether the sheriff may make war-
rantless arrests for all crimes commutted in the
sheniff's presence. Swe, e g, Alabama, (Ala.Code
§ 36-22-3{(4) (1971), Arkansas, (Ark.StarAnn.
§ 14-15-503(b) (1987)). Idahe, (Idaho Code
§ 31-2202(2) (1983 & Supp.1949)); Massachu-
selts (Mass GenL ch 37 § 11 (1985} and ch.
276 § 28 (1972 & Supp 1990). Massissippi,
(Miss.Code Ann. § 99-3-1 (1973 & Supp.1989)),
Montana, (MontCode Ann. § 7-32-2121(2)
{1989)), Nebraska {Neb Rev Stat. § 231710
(1987)), Orcgon, {Or Rev Stat.  § 206.010(1)
(1989}, Tennessce, (Tenn.Code Ann. § 8-8-213
(1988)), Washington, (Wash Rev.Code Ann.
§ 36 28010 (West 1964 & Supp.1990)).
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gating him to a secondary role with duties
consisting primardy of serving process and
enforcing specific directives of our courts.
I cannot agree that the legislature intend-

ed, or_could constitutionally attempt fo

achieve, such a resuit

Sheriffs and deputy sheriffs, in their ca-
pacity as peace officers, “shall perform all
those duties authorized or jmposed an them
by statute” 16 P.S. § 1216. Section 1216,
which took effeet in 1976, was an unnamed
act intended to clarify the powers of sher-
iffs and deputy sheriffs. See Act of June
29, 1976, P.L. 475, No. 121 § 1. The act
clearly contemplates legislative action to
define those duties further. [t does not,
however, abolish the common-law duties of
the sheriff. That it was not mtended to do
so was made clear later that same year,
when the legislature enacted the Judiciary
Act of 1976 amending Title 42 of the Penn-
sylvania Consoldated Statutes. In section
27(a) of the Judiciary Act, the legislature
carefully articulated how the Title 42
amendments would affect certain officers

[N]either this act nor any provigion of

Title 42 {relating to judiciary and judicial

procedure) as added by this act ghal

impair or lmit the existing rights, pow-
erg, functions or_immunities_of any dis-
trict attorney, sheriff, register of wills,
prothonotary of any county except the

City and County of Philadelphia, clerk of

the courts, Clerk of Quarter Sessions of

the City and County of Philadelphia,
clerkk of the orphans’ court division or
coroner

Act of July 9, 1976, P.L. 586, No. 142

§ 27(a) (emphasis added). Section 27(a) un-
mistakably emphasizes the legislature’s in-
tent that sheriffs retain the powers they

already possessed.

3. There arc two conflicing methods of inter-
preung our legistalure’s codification of one
common law duty First, unlizing 1he general
rule of statutory construction that expressio umt-
ws est exclusio afterus, “that which is not includ-
ed m the law shall be understood as excluded
from the law,” Comtiormwealth v Defuseo, 378
Pa.Super 442, 446, 549 A 2d 140, 141 (1988), o
can be argued that JARA 10{27) prescribes all of
the modern sherill's powers. However, JARA
10(27) does not contain any langnage which
supports reading it as an exclusive hist  More-

585 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES

In 1978, the powers and duties of sher-
iffs were further delineated in the Judi-
ciary Act Repealer Act (“JARA"): “[ilhe
sheriff, either personally or by deputy,
shall serve process and execute orders di-
rected o him pursuant to taw.” Act of
April 28, 1978, P.L. 202, No. 53 § 10(27)
{codified at 42 Pa.C.S. § 2921) (hereinafter
JARA 1002T)). JARA also repezled section
27 of the Judiciary Act of 1976 “insofar as
inconsistent with the Judiciary Act Repeal-
er Act.” Act of April 28, 1978, P.L. 202,
No. 53 § 2(a) (codified at 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 20002(a} (1474)) (hereinafter JARA 2(a)).
Finding this general repeal insufficient to
accomplish the goal sought, the legislature,
in the Judiciary Act Repealer Act Continua-
tion Act, subsequently repealed the specific
portion of section 27(a) of the Judiciary Act
which dealt with the powers of the Pro-
thonotary, Clerk of Courts, Clerk of the
Quarter Sessions and the Clerk of the Or-
phans’ Court. See Act of December 20,
1982, P.L. 1409, No. 326 § 316 {(codified at
42 P.S. § 20076} (hereinafter JARACA
316) This repeal, however, did not affect
the sheriff's office.

From this history it is apparent that the
portion_of secbon 27(a) which addresses
sheriffs' powers and duties has nat been
repealed. Nothing in section 27(a) of the
Judiciary Act contradicts any provision of
JARA and therefore, JARA 2(a) does not
affect section 27(a). JARA 1027) is not
inconsistent with section 27(a), but simply
enumerates the sheriff’'s duty to serve pro-
cess and execute court orders. JARA
10(27} does not purport to be an allinclu-
sive list of a sheriff’s powers and duties
and should not be interpreted as one. It is
not inconsistent to statutorily define one
common law duty of a sheriff while leaving
others basically intact® Codifying one

over, such a reading would render section 27(a)
meanngless. Ascribing no meaning to section
27(a) would contravene the express rule of statu-
tory construction that statutes relating to the
same “things,” must, il possible, be read togeth-
er, as one consisteni statute. | Pa.C5. § 1932,
I1 15 possible to read JARA 10{27} and section
27(a) logether and assign cach one meaning
When this method of construction s applied, it
becomes a
i supplement, is_tragi-
tional common jaw powers and dulies. 1 would
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duty does not substantially diminish the

or as they were recognized when the con-

sheriff's other common law duties See
generally Soper v. Monigomery County,
294 Md. 331, 337, 449 A.2d 1158, 1161
(1982). Moreover, the legislature, through
JARACA 316, specifically repealed a partic-
ular portion of section 27(a) of the Judi-
ciary Act. JARACA 316 is an unambig-
uous legislative statement which must take
precedence over JARA 2(a), an earlier en-
acted general statutory section. Compare
JARACA 316 and JARA 2(a); ¢ 1 Pa.CS.
§ 1933 (if a general provision of a statute
and a special provision of the same or a
different statute confiict, ""the special pro-
visions shall prevail and shall be construed
as an exception to the general provision

..} Accordingly, the portion of section
27(a) which concerns shenffs s still in ef-
fect.?

The conclusion that section 27(a) is still
viable and that JARA 10(27) does not enu-
merate all of the sheriff's powers is also
supported by the principle that neither
JARA nor JARACA could conatitutjonally
&@MMWM%

here the sheriff is a_constitutional offi-
cer, he is vested with the powers and duties
possessed by sheriffs at common law. W.
Anderson, A Treatise on the Law of Sher-
iffs, Coroners and Constables with
Forms, Volume 1, § 43 at 37 {1941} {(herein-
after Anderson, Sheryffs); W. Murfree,
Sr., A Treatise on the Law of Sheriffs and
other Mimsternial Officers, § 41 at 22
(1884) (hereinafter Murfree, Sheriffs); 70
AmJur2d Sheriffs, Police, and Con-
stables § 56 at 270 (1987) (heremafter
Sheriffs and Police}). “While_the legisla-
ture may impose additional duties upon the
sheriff, where he is recognized as a consti-
tutional of ficer, it cannot restrict or reduce

his powers as allowed by the Constitution,

adopt this latier 1nlerpretation because 11 1s de-
rived from principles enunciated i our Stawu-
tory Construcuon Act, 1 Pa.C5. § 15301 ef seq.,
and. as elucdated on page 1043, mifra, the legis-
lature cannor limut the shenif's common law
powers by statute.

4. Although the majortty reltes heawly upon
JARA 10{27)(42 Pa.C.5 § 2921) 1n building his
argument that the legislature has siripped sher-
1ffs of thewr authority 10 arresi, notably absent
from ludge Wicand's opimion 15 any explanation

stitution was adopted” Anderson, Sher-
75, § 43 at 37 (emphasis added); Skeriffs
and Police, § 56 at 270; Brownstoun
Township v. County of Wayne, 68 Mich,
App. 244, 248, 242 N.W.2d 538, 539 (1976)
(“[tihe Legislature may vary the duties of
a constitutional office, but it may not
change the duties so as to destroy the
power to perform the duties of the office”).

The notion that a statute cannot limit the
sheriff's common law powers and duties is
reflected in the deferential language of sec-
tion 27(a) of the Judiciary Act; subsequent
amendments to that Act did not, and could
not, alter that constitutionally required def-
erence. (Consequently, today, the sheriff
possesses the power and the obligation to
perform all the duties 6f a common Igyv
sheriff, except so far as those powers and
duties may have been modified by our state
constitution or enlarged by statute.
Anderson, Sheryffs, § 43 at 37: see also
Murfree, Sheriffs, § 41 at 22 (“Ti}t is com-
petent for the state legisiature to impose
upon [the sheriff] new duties growing out
of public policy or convenence, but it can-
not strip him of his time-honored and com-
mon-law functiens, and devolve them upon
the incumbents of other offices created by
legislative authority”); 80 C.J.S. Sheriffs
and Comstables, § 35 at 203-204 (1953)
(hereinafter Sheriffs and Constables) (in
addition to express constitutional and statu-
tory grants of power, sheriffs also have
“such implied authority as is necessary to
carry out such express authority™).

Since JARA 10(27) cannot be read as an
exclusive list of the modern sheriff’s pow-
ers and duties, the scope of those duties
must be determined with reference to the
powers of the office when it was first
created. This tnquiry requires reference

of the legislature’s intent with regard to section
27(a), nor any explication of the foundation
upon which the legislature’s power 10 alter the
fundamental nature of a constilutionally cre-
aled office could rest

S. Our present constituiton was adopted in 1968,
However, our consitiutions have always provid-
ed for the sheniffs office  See, e.g, Pa. Const
§ 31 (1776) (repealed) (“[s)henffs and coroners
shall be elected annually 1n each city and coun-
iy ") Pa Const art. VI, § 1 (1790) (repealed)
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in turn to the commeon law of England
under t Pa.CS. § 1503{a), which states:
[tlhe common law and such of the Stat-
utes of England as were in force in the

585 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES

peace and protector of society against vice
and crime”). “In short, all legislation tend-

ing to secure the peace, order, safety, and

comfort of the community, nafurally falls

Province of Pennsylvama on May 14,

within [the shenfl's] province. Miuriree,

1776 and which were properly adapted to
the circumstances of the inhabitants of
this Commonwealth shall be deemed to
have been in force in this Commonwealth
from and after February 10, 1777,

1 Pa.C3 § 1503(a).

“The office of sherilf is one of the oldest
offices known to the common law system
of jurisprudence. It is an office of great
dignity and greater antiquity.” Anderson,
Sheryffs, § 1 at 2.

[Sir Edward] Coke ascribes to [the sher-

1ff} & treble custody, to wit, of the life of

wstice, of the life of the law, and of the
life of the republic; of the life of justice,
to serve process and to return indifferent
juries for the trial of men’s lives, liber-
ues, lands, and goods, of the life of the
taw, to make execution, which is the life
of the law; and of the life of the repub-
lic. to keep peace, etc.
Gwynne, Skeriff and Coroner at 57-58
In his role as peace keeper, the sheriff is
“the principal conservator of the peace
within his bailiwick.” Commonwealth v.
Vandyke, 57 Pa. 34, 39 (1868), see also
Anderson, Sheryffs, § 42 at 836-37 (the sher-
it 15 “responsible as conservator of the

(“[s]heni(Ts and coroners shall, at the umes and
places of election of representatives, be chosen
by the citizens of sach county .. ”); Pa. Const
art VI, 6 1 (1838) (repealed) ("{s]heriffs and
coroners shall, at the times and places of elec-
tion of representalives, be chosen by the citizens
of each county™, Pa Const. art. XIV, § 1 (1874)
(repealed) (“{cjounty officers shall consist of
sherills ). Decause Lhe office of the sheniff
has been perpetualed in each of these charters
without specification or himitation of s powers,
it 15 Tawr to conclude that the modern sheriff
retains those powers which were understood to
be inherent wn the office at the tme it was
codificd n the 1776 consulution.

6. The shenffs duty to preserve the peace 1s
heighlened when he knows that a particular
area is not adequately patrolled by local author-
wes  See Shenffs and Police, § 47 a1 262, Sher-
tffs and Constables, § 42(c) at 213, see also
Soper, 294 Md at 338, 449 A2d o 1162 (in
countics where a pohce force has not been es-

Skerffs, § 1172 at 640; see aiso Elder v
Canmp, 193 Ga. 320, 323, 18 S.E.2d 622, 625
(1942} (citation omitted) (“sheriff has the
right and duty to ‘enforce the laws enacted
for the protection of the lives, persons,
property, health, and morals of the people

Sy State v. Reichman, 135 Tenn. 653,
665, 188 S.W. 225, 228 (1916) (“it is the
duty of the sheriff and his deputies to keep
their eyes open for evidence of public of-
fenses, and that it is a distinct neglect of
duty for them to ignore common knowl-
edge of law violations ...”).%

Under the common law of England, the
sheriff's powers and duties as keeper of
the queen's peace required him to

apprehend, and commit to prison, all per-
sons who break the peace, or attempt to
break it; and may bind any one in a
recognisance to keep the peace. He
may, and is bound ex officio to pursue,
and take all traitors, murderers, felons,
and other misdoers, and commit them to
gaol for safe custody

H. Broom and E. Hadley, Commentaries
on the Laws of England, Volume | at 410
(1869); see also E. Jenks, Stephen’s Com-
nmientaries on the Laws of England, Vol

tablished, the sheriff provides local law enforce-
ment and executes ail duuies otherwise per-
formed by policemen); Brownstown Townshup,
68 Mich App ar 250, 242 NW2d at 541 In
Clarion County, Pennsylvania, for example, one
aight a week during the summer months, the
Clarion County Sheriff's Office provides a depu-
ty shenff 10 pawrol townships and boroughs thay
have not established a police force See The
Clarion News (July 26, 1989). Even il a jurisdic-
tion within the shenil's county has established
1its own police force, the sheriff's powers and
duunies are not diminished. See Soper, 294 Md.
at 337, 449 A.2d aL 1181 ("[wl]e shall aote that
ordinanly [the common law powers of a sheriff]
are concurrent with the powers now ordinarily
exercised by police officers”); Wolfe v. Huff, 232
Ga 44, 45, 205 SE 2d 254, 255 (1974) (“[¢]ven
when a county police force 15 established, the
power and authority of the shenff to enforce
the law and preserve the peace i1s not legally
duminished  Both should acl ceoperatively and
i concerl to achieve this desired purpose”)
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ume | at 313-314 (18th ed. 1925). When
apprehending criminals, the sheriff could
arrest, without a warrant, a person who
committed a breach of the peace in his
presence or any felon. See #d. Volume IV
at 275; see also Anderson, Sheriffs, § 166
at 160. When the sheriff’s office was
transplanted from England to the colonies,
including Pennsylvania, its common law
role as the primary peace officer of his
bailiwick was not substantially altered.?
In Pennsylvania,
{tlhe general rule is, ‘A peace officer
may, without a warrant, arrest for_a
felony or a misdemeanor committed in
his presence although the right to arrest
for a misdemeanor, unless conferred by
statute, 15 restricted to inisdemeanors
amounting to a breach of the peace.’

Commonwealth v. Prncamtch, 206 Pa.Su-
per. 539, 544, 214 A2d 280, 282 (1965)
{citation omitted). It is apparent from the
discussion above that the common law pow-
ers of the sheriff included those of a peace
officer As these common law powers
have been retained by the shenff under the
Pennsylvania constitution, it follows that
the modern sheriff, in accordance with the
general rule stated in Pincawmich, retains
the common law authority to arrest for
breaches of the peace committed in his
presence’

This court has stated:

7. In the United States, the English common law
was altered onlv 10 allow the sheriff to arrest
for all offenses attempted or commutied wn his
presence, withour @ warrant. Murfree, Sheriffs,
§ 169 at 163, Anderson, Shertffs, § 1161 al 629,
see also Reichman, 135 Tenn. at 664, 188 . W, at
228: of Umited Siates v Watson, 423 US, 41,
418, 96 SCu 820, 825, 46 L.Ed 2d 598 (1978)
(“the ancient commondaw rule [was] that a
peace officer was permitted to arrest without a
warrant for a misdemeanor or felony commit-
ted 1n hus presence as well as for 2 felony not
commutted in his presence if there was reason-
able grounds for making 1he arrest”).

8. The Pennsylvamia Crimes Code, which defines
the term “peace officer,” was not enacted wnii
1973. See 18 PaCS § 501. Therefore, the
Code's definition is not controlling n determin:
ing whether the shenff was a peace officer ar
common law, and whether the sheriff falls with-
in the purview of 1he the Pncovich court’s
descripuon of the powers of a “peace officer”

[since] ‘all crimes are offenses against
the peace, the phrase ‘breach of the
peace’” would seem to exiend to all indict-
able offenses, as well those which are in
fact attended with Torce and violence, as
those are only consfructive breaches of
The peace of the government, inasmuch
as they vidlate its good order,
Commonwealth v. Magaro, 175 Pa.Super.
79, 82, 103 A.2d 449, 451 (1954), quoting
Williamson v. Unated States, 201 1.8, 425,
444, 28 5.Ct. 163, 169, 52 [.Ed. 278 (1908).
It appears then, that any criminal offense
constitutes a breach of the peace.

Because the sheriff had, at common law,
the authority to make a warrantless arrest
for any breach of the peace that was com-
mitted in his presence, an authority which
was given constitutional dimension when
the office of shenif was incorporated in
each of Pennsylvania’s constitutions, it nec-
essarily follows that the office retains iden-
tical arrest powers today. Additionally,
there is no doubt that any crimmnal viola-
tion constitutes a breach of the peace.
Consequently, the modern sheriff is autho-
rized to stop and arrest, without a warrant,
someone who violates the Motor Vehicle
Code in his presence. See Anderson, Sher-
75, § 153 at 149; see also 69 Op.Ga.Att'y
Gen. 385 (1969) (“[t]he enforcement of the
criminal faw, which include{s] traffic regu-
lations, is logically ecomprehended by the
phrase ‘preserving the peace’')?

However, [ beheve that the sheriff 15 a “peace
officer” as defined by the Crimes Code. A
“peace officer” 15 “{alny person who by virtue of
his office or public employment 15 vested by law
with the duty 1o mainmtain public order or 1o
make arrests for offenses whether that duty
extends o all offenses or 15 himued 1o specific
offenses ” 18 PaC.S § 501 {emphasis add-
ed) As [ have discussed, the office of the sher-
iff has always been charged with the duty to
mamtain public order

9, Our Motor Vehicle Code allows uniformed
Pennsylvamia Siale Police Officers to make war-
rantless arrests for violations occurning in therr
presence 75 Pa C 5. § 4304(a). Further, othar
unrformed police officers may arrest, without a
warrant, nonresidents found commitiing code
wviolations. 735 Pa.C.§8 § 6304(b) These sec-
tons do not preclude the shernff from perform-
g a warrantless arrest

As previously noled, a statute cannoi exun-
guish the common law powers and duties of a
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It is true, as Leet contends, that the
sheriff's arrest powers date from a period
when crimes were defined by the common
law and that these common law crimes
have since been abolished in Pennsylvania,
18 Pa.CS. § 107(b}, and replaced by the
Crimes Code. However, it is a non sequ:-
tur to argue that because no common law
crimes exist, there are no crimes for which
the sheriff may arrest. A distinction musgt
be drawn between the ability to arrest for
common law crimes and deriving one's au-
thority to arrest from the common law.
The commen law imparied Lo sherills the
power to arrest for all crimes commitied
tn their presence. While common law
crimes have been expressly abrogated, the
constitutional powers of the sheriff have
not been ailtered. Because the legislature
could not, bv redefining crimes, accomplish
indirectly what it could not do directly, v.e.,
truncate the constitutionally endowed pow-
ers of the sheriff, it follows that the sheriff
retains the authority to arrest without a
warrant for all crimes, however defined,
committed in his presence.

In my opinion, since Deputy Sheriff Gib-
bons had the authority to stop Leet for the
Motor Vehicle Code viclation committed in

constitutional officer. See supra at p 1037
Moreover, “{i]he powers of arrest conferred by
[section 6304] are in addihon 10 any other pow-
ers of arrest conferred by law”™ 75 PaC$
§ 6304{c). This clearly evidences the legisla-
ture's 1nlent that section 6304 1s not as the
majoi ity states, an exclusive hist of those officers
authorized 1o make warrantless arresits. De
cause, as outlined above, the common law and
our conshitution conler upon the sherdl the
power to arrest for any viclation of a criminal
statute occurting in his presence, 75 Pa.CS
§ 6304{a} and {(b) should nol be construed 10
limit the power to make warrantless arrests to
state and local policemen

In Commonwealth v Galloway, — Pa —,
574 A.2d 1045 (1990), the Commonwealth ar-
gued that an mnveshigator for the Atorney Gen.
eral's Office possessed the power to stop and
arrest a motorist violating the Motor Vehicle
Code. Our supreme court disagieed The Com-
monwealth Atlorney's Aoy, 71 P.5. § 732-101 &
seq., grants members of the Altorney General's
Office the power to arrest but restrices that pow-
er o arrests made I connectton Wl'f}l dle HEVESIE-
gation and prosecution of offenses enumerated
n 71 P8 § 732-205, — Pa. aL ——, 374 A.2d
at 048 The court acknowledged that if en-
forcement of the Molor Vehicle Code was lisied
as a duly in section 732-205, by virlue of 73
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hiz presence, it is clear that suppression of
the evidence based on the illegality of the
stop was improper. However, because this
court may affirm the trial court’s order, if
correct, on any basis, Soloski v. Hetrick,
396 Pa.Super. 140, — n 8, 578 A.2d 445,
453 n B {1990}, further review of the sup-
pression court's ruling is warranted here,
Should the evidence have been suppressed
as the result of an illegal search of Leet's
car? A careful review of the record and
applicable case law can oanly lead to the
conclusion that the methamphetamine
found in the tape deck of Lest's car was
procured during a valid consensual search
of Leet's car and that the evidence seized
should have been admitted.

———'—‘_—'—q’
After moving Leet's car to a safe park- Un vela o

ing space, Deputy Sheriff Gibbons asked She«i¥f

Leet if he would mind opening the paper
bags that were in Leet’s car.
each request, Leet voluntarily opened a
bag, eventually opening a bag containing
marijuana The voluntariness of Leet's
congent must be determined by the totality
of the circumstances. Commonwealth n
Ethott, 376 Pa.Super. 536, 553, 546 A.2d
654, 663 (1988) Further, the record must

Pa C.5. § 6304(c), the investigator wouid possess
the power 10 arrest for violations of that Code.
However, section 732-205 does not mention en-
forcement of the Motor Vehicle Code. Hence,
the power to stop for a Motor Vehicle Code
vtolahon was not otherwise “conferred by faw”
as required by 75 Pa.C.5. § 6304(c) and accord-
ingly. the investigator had no authority to arrest
for Motor Vehicle Code violauons. See Galio-
way, — Pa al ——, 574 A.2d at 1046.

Galloway's holding that members of the At
torney General's Office cannot slop motorists
for Motor Vehicle Code violations does not af-
fect the conclusion that the sheriff does possess
such power Galloway is easily distinguished
because 1t is based wholly on the supreme
court’s interpretanion of the scope of power con-
ferred on the Attorney General by the Common-
wealth Atlorney's Act. This Act does not pur-
port to regulate the powers and duties of a
sheriff and therefoce the Act, and the Galloway
decision, are not dispositive of the issue before
this court However, the Galloway court ex-
pressly recogmized thal arrest powers can arnise
from sources other than section 6304, — Pa
at —— n. 2, 574 A2d a1 1048 n 2 Thus, our
statules do nol preclude this court from looking
1o the common law as the origin al the sheri[{s
arrest powers

Following

Pou.!er‘
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Clie as 585 A.2d 1033 (Pa.Super. 1931)

disclose that consent was not obtamed
through the use of duress or coercion.
Commonwealth v. Smageala, 383 Pa Super
466, 474, 557 A.2d 347, 350 (1989). None of
the testimony from the suppression hear-
ing even remotely suggests the existence
of threats, duress, or coercion. Hence, the
marijuana was lawfully obtained

After discovering the marijuana and ar-
resting Leet, the officers began to search
Leet’s car.

To justify .. a [warrantless] search
[of an automobile,) an officer must have
independent probable cause to believe
that a felony has been committed by the
occupants of the vehicle, or that it has
been used in the furtherance of the com-
mission of a felony, or the officer must
have a basis for belreving that evidence
of a crime s concealed within the ve-
hicle, or that there are weapons con-
tained therein which are accessible to the
occupants,

Commonwealth v. Lewis, 442 Pa. 98, 101,
275 A 24 51, 52 (1971} (emphasis added);
Commonwealth v. Rodriguez, 379 PaSu-
per 24, 28-29, 549 A.2d 578, 580 (1988)
allocalur granted, 523 Pa. 649, 567 A.2d
652 (1989); see also Commonwealth v. Mil-
yak, 508 Pa, 2, 8, 493 A.2d 1346, 1349
{1985} (“where there exists probable cause
related to the vehicle or its occupants, a
search of the wvehicle i3 permissible’);
Commonwealth v. York, 381 Pa.Super. 55,
63, 552 A.2d 1092, 1096 (1989) (“[w]here
police officers have probable cause to be-
lieve a vehicle 1s carrying contraband, they
may conduct a search of the vehicle as
thorough as a district justice could autho-
vize in a warrant”) Probable cause to
believe that an automobile contains the
fruits or instrumentalities of crime exists
when the facts available to the officer
would warrant such a belef in a man of
reasonable caution. Rodriguez, 379 Pa.Su-
per. at 28, 549 A.2d at 580, Here, the smell
of marijuana and beer emanating from
Leet's car and the subsequent lawful dis-
covery of both substances inside the car
gave rise to probable cause to believe that
the car contained additional contraband
Commonwealth v. Duell, 305 PaSuper.
431, 433, 451 A 2d 724, 725 (1982) {*proba-

ble cause to believe that the car might
contain further contraband in the form of
marijuana or alcohol” arose after police,
during a roadside traffic stop, observed an
open bottle of wine in the car and smelled
marijuana); see also Commonwealth v
Batley, 376 Pa.Super. 291, 545 A.2d 942
(1988} (warrantless search of entire car was
valid even though the defendant had al-
ready been arrested and handeuffed, where
probable cause to believe that evidence of a
crime was concealed in the automobile
arose after a policeman observed the defen-
dant holding a clear plastic bag which con-
tained a white powder during the course of
a roadside traffic stop); Commonwealth v.
Stoner, 236 Pa.Super. 161, 165, 344 A.2d
633, 635 (1975) {probable cause to search
automobile arose where, during a routine
traffic stop, officer “observed marijuana
seeds and leaves in plain view on the floor,
seats, and clothing 1" defendant’s car),
Commonwealth v. Wright, 234 PaSuper
83, 86, 339 A.2d 103, 105 (1975) (where
officer observed heroin m defendant's car
during a roadside stop, the officer had the
“right to search the entire vehicle”).

Thus, it was during the course of a valid
search that Leet yelled to the officers that
more drugs were hidden in the tape deck,
leading to the discovery of the metham-
phetamine. The only conceivable motiva-
tion for Leet's behavior was his belief that
the drugs would inevitably be discovered in
the course of the search. I would not
characterize a legal search based on proba-
ble cause 1o be a source of duress or coer-
clon or to constitute a threat that would
vitiate the voluntariness of Leet's behavior
Aceordingly, it is clear that Leet voluntar-
ily instructed the officers of the location of
the methamphetamine. Smagala, supra.
Consequently, I would find that the meth-
amphetarne, the drug on which the
charges against Leet were based, is admis-
sible at trial.

The foregoing discussion may be summa-
rized as follows: first, that Deputy Sheriff
Gibbons possessed the authority to stop
Leet for a traffic violation committed in his
presence, and second, since Leet voluntar-
ily disclosed during the course of a vald
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automobile search information leading to
the discovery of methamphetamine, the
drugs should not have been suppressed.
For these reasons, | would reverse the
suppression order and remand the case for
trial

FORD ELLIOTT, J., jeins.

w
£ g KEY NUMBER SYSTEM
T

COMMONWEALTH of Pennsylvania
Y.

Mark 1. STEIN, Appellant.
Superior Court of Pennsylvania.

Submitted Oct. 9, 1990.
Filed Jan. 28, 1991.

Defendant was convicted in the Court
of Common Pleas, Allegheny County, Crim-
inal Division, No. CC 89-00006, Bigley, J.,
of 18 counts charging him with theft by
failure to make required disposition of
funds received and 18 counts of conspiracy
for the theft offense. Defendant appealed.
The Superior Court, No. 817 Pittsburgh
1990, Beck, J., held that: (1) evidence
would not support convicting defendant
who was salesperson for construction com-
pany and accepted deposit money from
homeowners on contracts for which work
was not done of theft even on accomplice
theory of liability, and (2) evidence would
not support conspiracy convictions.

Reversed.

1. Embezzlement &=4

To find individual guiity of theft by
failure to make required disposition of
funds received, Commonwealth must prove
that defendant obtained property of anoth-
er subject to agreement or known legal
obligation upon receipt to make specific
payments or other disposition thereof, that
defendant intentionally dealt with property

585 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES

obtained as his own, and that defendant
failed to make required dispesition of prop-
erty. 18 PaC.8.A § 3927(a).

2. Conspiracy =23

Individual is guilty of criminal conspir-
acy if, with intent to promote or facilitate
crime, he agreed te aid another person in
attempt, solicitation, planning, or commis-
gion of crime. 18 Pa.C.S.A. § 903(a).

3. Criminal Law &=59(1)

“Intent” element required to be proven
by Commonwealth is the same for accom-
plice liability as for conspiracy. 18 Pa.C.
S.A. §§ 306(c), 903(a).

4. Embezzlement ¢=44(6)

Evidence would not support conviction
for theft by failure to make required dispo-
sition of funds received; defendant was
salesperson for construetion company, and
although defendant accepted deposit money
from homeowners for work that was not
done and defendant received salary from
construction company, evidence did not es-
tablish that defendant intentionally dealt
with homeowners’ property as hus own, 18
Pa.C3 A § 3927(a).

5. Embezzlement ¢&=44(1)

Evidence would not support convicting
defendant of theft by failure to make re-
quired disposition of funds received on the-
ory of accomplice liability, although defen-
dant as salespersou for construction com-
pany obtained deposit money from home-
owners on contracts for which work was
not done and defendant received salary
from construction company. 18 Pa.C.5.A,
§ 3927(a).

6. Conspiracy &47(11)

Evidence would not support convicting
defendant of conspiracy to commit theft by
failure to make required disposition of
funds received, although defendant worked
as salesperson for construction company
and accepted deposit money from home-
owners on contracts for which work was
not done; evidence did not suggest that
defendant had agreement with his brother
who owned company to commit theft of
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PRESENTATION TO THE
HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
AUGUST 17, 1993

I am not going to get involved in the history of the Sheriffs
Office; either you have already heard it or some of my colleagues
will touch upon it. Therefore, I will make an assumption that some
representatives have reservations on the cost of having

favorable legislation for the Sheriff's Office. My office does
quite well with finances. I use the sheriffs' fee bill, Title 42,
Sections: 21111 through 21119 to the fullest.: I can safely say, by
availing myself of Title 42, that on some days the deputy's salary
was paid. No expense to the county.

Funding for deputy sheriff's training is through the two dollar
surcharge. There are bills in the house to change the Sheriffs Fee
Bill and with these bills there are companion bills to increase the
surcharge. Any increase granted would sustain the additional
training that may be needed. Then again, if the Municipal Police
Training Board would accept deputy sheriff's, the extra funding
would not be necessary.

The total monies collected by my office in 1992 was § 314,353.39,
of which $243,823.99 was from poundage (real estate) My budget for
1992 was $443,046.00. Monies collected in 1993, from JAN to JUN
was $181,004.52, of that $151,202.28 was from poundage (real

estate). My budget for 1993 is $456,528.00.
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II.

DUTIES AND TRAINING PERFORMED BY THE

PIKE COUNTY SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Training/Schooling

a)

b)

c)

a)

b)

<)
d)

e)

Deputy Sheriff's must attend Deputy Sheriffs Basic
Training- Act 2(1984); - 160 hours.

Mandatory continuing education - every other year.
Training is given by Temple University School of
Criminal Justices.

Attend a multitude of seminars, schools, and training in
various law enforcement programs. Some of these programs
are: (1) US Marshall School, Glynco, Ga. "Court Room
Security"”; (2) Interpersonal Communication Skills; (3)
PR-24; (4) Advanced Drug Law Enforcement School(DEA};
(5) (Hazardous Device School (Bomb Technician); Police
Firearm Instructor School, training in defensive tactics
by our own certified instructors.

Duties of a Deputy

Bomb Technician - responds to calls when requested

by the PSP - and other state, local and federal
enforcement agencies.

Drug Task Force. - Member of the county drug task force.
Assists in arrests, have done undercover work.
Breathalyzer - Perform DUI tests on breathalyzer 3000.
Video operation - Video tapes DUI suspects.

Deputies do the ELECTRONIC MONITORING for Probationary

Department. Placing on person electronic devices and
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£)

g)

h)

i)

3)

(k)

(1)

(m)

monitor.

Deputies are on call 24 hours a day.

Execute bench warrants for the court of common plea.
Execute warrants for probation, assist on pick- up
orders.

Serve Protection from abuse orders from Court of Common
Pleas and/or Magistrates office.

Assist PSP and municipal police with the transport of
Mental Health Patients.

Project D.A.R.E. - Pike County Sheriffs' Office
instituted the program in January 1990. We have gone
from one deputy to three deputies teaching the program in
schools. We are handling two of three school districts.
The criteria for being a D.A.R.E. officer is a minimum of
two years in law-enforcement field duty. My senior
sergeant is a mentor on the state training commission for
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency. As of
this day we have reached out to 9000 students.
TRIAD/SALT - Seniors and Law-Forcement Together - This
year I have begun to co-ordinate with the Pennsylvania
State Police and the three municipal police departments
with-in the countf to implement the program. This
program deals with assisting senior citizens.

An arm of the court:

+ providing courtroom security for Judge, defendants,

juries and witnesses.
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III.

n)

o)

+service of original process in a civil action, to
include: process in other than civil actions.

+Replevin {(Complaint, writ of seizure, impoundment)
+Proceedings in Quasi in REM (writ of attachment)
+Enforcement of judgement (writ of execution, writ of
Pogsession)

+Evictions (order of possession)

+Service of subpoenas.

++Court Order from Pike County Court of Common Pleas
[attached] "Sheriff of Pike is directed to make service
of all process emanation from the Magisterial Districts"”
++Court Order from Pike County Court of Common Pleas
[attached] "Sheriff of Pike is direcﬁed to do all
juvenile transports].

Crimes Code Section 4110: Defrauding Secured Creditors.
Have filed criminal complaints based on this section.
Sheriffs come by these circumstances frequently.
Prisoner transport: In July 1989 the Pike County Jail was
closed because of an inadequated physical plant. The
road mileage incurred just for prisoner transport is in
excess of 450,000 miles.

In 1992 the mileage was 160,000 miles; 1993 ending June
30, the mileage is 55, 982. We have housed inmates as
far west as Cambria County and south to Chester County
Conclusion:

Deputies of Pike County are trained in the use of force,
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search and seizure, and criminal procedures. My
deputies’' have a noteworthy reputation to the extent that
our assistance is requested by the Pennsylvania State
Police and the Municipal Police Departments.

Some years ago, the local police departments attempted to
receive a NCIC/CLEAN computer for their use. These
departments did not meet the Pennsylvania State Police
criteria and were denied. I interceded, and my office
was able to receive the NCIC machine, (signed over to me)
and it is now situated in the Pike County
Communication Center.

This indicates that somecne out there believes that
somewhere with-in the law enforcement structure,
sheriff's do have police power.

I am attaching a brief of a case heard in Superior Court;
Commonwealth v. Lyons, Superior Court of Pennsylvania
(3/13/89) 555 A.2d.920. This case reinforces that
Sheriffs do have arrest powers. Another case,
Commonwealth v. Delatore; Motion to dismiss. C.P. of
Washington County, no 1197 of 19%90. Jan. 28, 1991;
provides further proof of the sheriffs arrest power.

In closing, I have six deputies that are ACT 120
certified. All are former police officers. The
Municipal Police Training Board will not allow them to
participate in "Continuing Municipal Police Training

Program" because they are no longer employed by a police
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department. The district attorney has deputized
three as county detectives so they may continue with
their education.

I ask you to please take the sher;ff's out of limbo. We
do not want to take away any one persons livelihood.
We want to continue augmenting and assisting other law
enforcement agencies. We would like to accomplish this
without feeling we are out in left field, standing there

naked. "Thank you".
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515 (1991) ¢ Commonwealth v, Delatote 5158

.. The prothonotary. is directed to provide notice of
. the entry of this oplmon and order .as required by‘
" law. . . . . C o

S T IR R :"'.:.:‘-'.‘s'.‘:- R ISR

L .
t ‘.‘lth

.l
v K .
L H . ra . a"-s’

(oays e Qommonwealth v, Delatore

i ‘Am:su- =~ Power to make — Sheriff and sheriff’s deputies —
Breach of peace committed in deputies’ presence in public
area — Sheriff’s deputies have power to meke arrest | .,

B shenﬂ and sheriff’s deputies have the power to acrest an
indmdual who js committing a bteach of the peace in their
plcscnoc in a public area,

-+ s Motion to dismnss. C !’ of Washmgtun County,
uo, 1197 of 1990, ;3 e e Vs

y .:' ! -
¥ Dennis M? Makel, asszstant district aftomey, for
the Commopwealth, : = -0 1 e
- George K Hamm, for dcfendant

" BELL Jr January28 I991--This case is before
the court: on defendant’s: motion to dismiss the °
" charges against him: More specifically; defendant is
requesting.the. court to dismiss the charges alleging
that. nejther; the -sheriff -nor. his: deputics possess
© general police powers or legal authority lo make. an
arrest.y Doorfe berro i v 3 B S e e, e
2 Upon consideration ot' the transcript of the pre-
liminary hearing in the above.captioned case, the
briefs and arguments of counsel, the. court makes
the following findings of fact. % i 1. o
--The newly constructed Star Lake Amphitheater is
located in’ the: rural ;area .of. Hanover Township,
- Washiogton.". County; . Penpsylvania;»iStar. . Lake
presents shows and concerts for the gcncrat public:

T The allorneys ffor the Commonwca!tlt ‘and ‘the’ defense
stipulated as to ‘the’ facts' rrd the maiters ‘conlained in- lhe
transcupl of lhc prg:limlnm'y hearing hetd on J u!y 2, 1990, >

T TR J0% B DY I T A L | FEP TR S
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" 516 Commonwealih v. Delatore 11D, & C. 41ty

and has a seating ‘capacity of approximately 25,000.
" Hanover Township has a pollce force of fwc patl-
time police. officers. ' » ,

Star Lake cmploycd full-time sccurity pcrscmnel
and also entered into an agreement with the Wash-
ington County Sheyiff’s Department that the sheritf
and his deputies would provide additional personnel
. 10 handle . traffic, . crowd - control,; security, - etc.
. Washington County provided asherifi’s vchlclc or
. vehicles 1o assist'in the. above, "™ 37V a

“* A letter" was written on'Juné 4, 1990 by Chief
" Deputy Sheriff°Ferdal' Litileton 1o management of
Star Lake outlining the terins of the sherilf’s/depu-
ties” duties and financial atrangements, (See exh. 1.)
Basncally, the letter states the Washington County
- Sheriff would provide security and traific control to
Slar Lake at $10 per hour per. apan;, workmen's
" compensation and general tiability insurance on all
persons working concert ‘events would be the re-
. spensibility of Star Lake,: Payment’ of wages for
. deputies assigned 10 Star Lakc shall be paid by Star
Lake directly 40 them. o sird {4o. 23 %280y e, 1
-1 On - July 4,'1990, Star Lake’ oonducted a concert/
X sluow and Washington County deputy sherif(s were
on. duty' as’ outlined -above. <Washington County
deputy sheriffs Car] Pitzarclla-and David Richards
were .in the sécurity officeftrailer located on the
premnses of Star Lake: The deputies heard scream-
ing emanating from oulside the trailer but in the
public area of the amphitheater. Deputy: Pitzarella
* stepped outside .the. doorway .and. observed defen-
. dant Ronald Delatore; screaming loudly:and using
hoisterous, vulgar:language, Deputy Fitzarella tolc
" defendant *to seltle down.”! Defendant ignored him
-and Pitzaretla. again requested; defendant to. calm
down; however,. defendant .contioued . to be loud,
boisterous angl used yulgar-Janguage in the public
area, Deputy Pitzarella then notified defendant he
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515 11991) ' Commonweailh v, Delajore” 17

was under arrest for dlsordcrly conduct and lold him
to ga inside the security office, where the deputy
' would issue a citation. Defendant settled down-and
_ cpnsented, Once inside the security office, defen-
- daot Jet out g scream and punched Deputy Puzarella
“in the face, knocking him down. -
s, 'Pitzarella suffered a broken nose and an injury to
- his eye, The above incident was witnessed by Dep-
.- uty Richards who, along with other security person-
nel present, subdued*defendant.. Deputy Richards |
- then arresied.defendant and filed charges of aggra-
vated assault, s:mple assault, resisting arrest and -
3 dlsordcrly,cquducl. S s WG
"« .We also note that depmies,Pitmrel!a and Rnchards
. were dressed in Washington County Deputy Sheriff
.* uniforms, exhibiting badges and side arms, all clear
- indicin of their official position. twzzs .
- ‘Defendant, argues that the deputies lmd nc:lher
general nor specific statutory authority. o make an
arrest in the case ag bar; Further, defendant alleges
that.the: Washington County: Sheriff's Departinent -
illegaliy contracted with Star Lake Amphitheater 10
provide ;security services;:(i.e. they. were commit-
. 1ing a criminal act by their employment at Star Lake
. in violation ofd(i P.S. §1210 et, seq ) Sectson 1210
statess. ! i’ g ce gL ilett Loty T
**No- shenff deputy - sheriff ;.. . shall perform
dlrec!ly or indirectly; any official services or official -
duties for,any person, association, or cooperation,
or recejve dtrq,ctly or indirecily any compensation
. from any ,.;:. corporation during the period of
l;hclr official services.*”. - .: -, ¥ - "t
« First,'iwe .address - the . issue. of . the shenf[’ ‘
_“arrest” authority: ‘Our ,research reveals no statu-
: tory or appellate case law direct ly on point as to the
" géneral.arrest powers of the sherilfs and their dep-
uties in the - various coumles of the Commonwealth
of Pennsy!vama. A N S T
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518 Commonwealih v, Delatore . D &C 41!1 ’

.. Consequently, we are left with the historical back-
: gtound of the shcnff and his function at common -
law, s 0. puwiine l'_d g, et 7 e -ﬁ‘f.
- Over 900 years -4go fthe -office ;of sheriff :was .
.created in England with its main function or purpose « '
{o see that the king’s laws were strictly enforced and
adbered 1o by his subjects and to act asthe principal -
" conservalors of the peace within their bailiwicks.= . -
+ Granted, over the years and centuries,; the dutiés -,
. of the:shesiff changed but:the -office continped to 1 :
.- maiptain considerable authority as the enforcement
~ arm of (he English courts, 5 = ¢ wdygmisabty”
" In the early 1600s when Buglish immlgranlsxat--
" rived and secttled in Pennsylvania they brought witl
.. them'the English concept-of ‘the office:of sherift :
. which included all.those duties which English com- .
mon law mandated and, -inore particularly, keepiog "
." the peace in the cpunties (bailiwicks) they served..
i In Pennsylvania;-the office of sheriff was:consti-
tutionally established in 1776 with- the' adoption’ of
- Pennsylvania's first Constitution but, unfortunately,
=, this document did'not specify or provide*a déscrip-
'~ tion of- the duties or: powers.-of :theroffice. -Our
- prcsem ‘Constitufion, which was’ ‘adopted iin 1968,
again. fajled. to,specify- with particularity:the duties
. and powers of the sheriffs in the Commonwealth.
»-Our research -failed -fa_uncover ;any statutory
. authority pranting or. denying the:sheriff the power
_to arrest.: Title 16 P.S. §1216 states that'a sherilf-or
his deputies-$“shalt perform’ ail those.duties autho-
rized or imposed-on them by statuté,? Further, we
find in Title 42 ‘Pa.C.S,. §2921 that :**the: sheriff,"
either personally «pr. by his ‘deputy,” shall .serve,
Process and execute orders directed to him pursuant
10 1AW s d L a i R e L B R
'I‘ummg to.case Jaw in’ Pennsylvama, we find the,

sherifl described; hy.:the- courts -in:-various: ways:
including ““the principal conservator of the! Peage:

\1-1-....4.- .

v b LR
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515 (1991) + 55 © Commonwealih v. Delatore . 519

wishin his bailiwick,” Commomwealth v. Vandyke
: 57 Pa. 34, 39.(1868); “keeper of the peace .-, . in the
. county,! x fnc Charge - to Grand me of Venango
County, 23 Pa; C, 667 (1900).-.; .z Vveer,t -

i:1n 1974,fwe find the Communwcalth Court in
" Venneri v, Couwnty.of Allegheny, . 12 Pa. Commw.
517, 316: A.2d:12D (1974),. queting, with approval,
Vandyke,: supra.-““[The] sheriff.in this Common-
wealth has been described as;‘the principal conser-
. vator of the peace withinihis bailiwick,”! Also, we
_see_in Millerwy., Klunk;.15 D .&C.i3d,599, 601-02
- (1980);.$*sheriffs, within the scope of their respec-
tive. jurisdictions, . are: given- ppwer, and have 1he
duty, to_preserve:the peace , L o™ 4 1o |
.+ Jf- Based upon.the-above, the-court mncludes that
: -the office-of sheriff in:the Commonwealth of Penn-
_sylvania serves two purposes: One, to serve as an
arm- of -the-courts, .i.e., serving process, enforcing
cqurt orders,, esoortlng prisoners, providing protec-
[~ tion, and . secyrity to.the courts and . its personnel;
. two, the sheriffs are the kegper or conservator of fhe
public peace.and order in their, rcspecllve balllWICks
or COUNLIES. it ™t .- Vo seeniing IS

Tt 3s obvighs, that in ordet to carry out the duty of_
" maintaining, the public peace;and order, il is neces:
- sary that the: shesiff have arrest powers to take into
custody,,thosc individuals, who_disrupt. the public
. peace and order in his presence, As pointed out in
the, Armstrong; County case of Commonwealth v.
Leer, 6 D.&C..Ath 97, 98 (1988);:,.: :
( ;- *[Tlhere can be little doubt that the sheriff and his

deputics retain their historic powers as peace offic- }
ers, that is, the power to stop and/or-arrest where
breaches of the public peace or pubhc order ocour in

- -the presence of such-officers. c ot .
. ‘With respect 10 the case now before this court, we .
find for the aforementioned reasons, that the Wash-
ington .County sheriff’s deputies had the Jegal au-
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520 Commonweulth v. Delatocg>. * * 1 D, & C, dth

thority - to arrest.and -charge: defendant - Delatore..
Defendant, by his conduct; was committing a breach .
of the peace in the: presenge: of the députies in a -
" public area (Star Lake);, i.e:, being loud, boisterous,
and using vulgar languagc, and thea assaultlng Dep-.
uty: Pitzarella causing serious injury to his person .
which generated rihe.. felnny 'charge \of :aggravated °
' (assaull. TRIE A TR ST IR LA .
" 1 Jt-would be. illogical to nile that: :aigheriff orhis .
depuues could witness a breach of the public peace °
- and be a-victim of a'¢riminal act and - not have the .
authonty lo drresi: for.1guch{ condyct . in “ordet-to
*, preserve the peacertA . logical ' analysis would con- .
~¢lude that.it would belimpassible. foi a° sheriff:to.
pcrt'onn his present day futictions .in'sitvations” as
. the facts of the case reveal without any enforcement :
amhonly S RIA Ry pee 1oL T4 nrr«@-»“
v, This court,- by its- d¢cigion today, does not ‘decide :
lhe broader issug of a sheriff’s general police powers
or arrest authotity iwith- respect 10 motor: +vehlcle -
. violations, investigations of crimes,’elc. ¢ il gt
«*This ruling Coicerns only the sheriff’s Authority & to ,
. ‘aa_r_lEst for breach :of - the public peace:and 0:_d_e;_
-comnutted in his"or- his deputies’ presence. 2 .
Def@ndant § ‘second -argument : that*the slleriif's 1
‘office ‘was- in violation ‘of 16, P';S.» §1210 ‘by -théir’ [
‘employment at-Sfar Lake is slmply freelevant to the*
case at bar. Whether or not the sherilf department s
contraciual arrangemem at Star‘Lake was in com-:
" pliance with section’ 1210 has.no bearing on 'defen- .
dant’s arresi-for a!legcd oomnnsswn of breaches of .,
lhe public peace, iy Tadars et G i
' "The sheriff's contiactual afrangement ith' Star .
Lake, ‘its- legality, Lits comphance with” pertinent
statutory authority, etc, is a separate and dlstmct L
malter {rom the issue at baris wie s Gl 0
- Bven if ‘we' were'to "assume- tllat ‘the sheriff’s'
department s ‘conlract 1o provide security services
: b

1

c'\-

Wl
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. <531 (199%) 5 -+ Cuery and Sog v.. Hallersvile lus. Co.- 521

- at Star Lake isin.violation of section 1210, the
. .sheriff or his deputies were on the scene and once on

3

_.the scene, had certain inherit. powers as outlined
* gbove. Jt ig the,court’s opinion that regardless of the

,'“ ' genesis, of the .deputies’ . presence at Star Lake, the

sheriff and hns depulles are on’ “call{duty” to per-
. form their. semces of keeping the public peace 24
hours a day, scven days a week in the:r rcspectwc

. cOl,ln‘leS.- .\ig “p k"l’ . %‘ l...I"' 1‘3\‘1 “. . i ..

R
L

“i1,. For.the, aforgstaled reasons,, defqndant S, molion

.
N

IR LR UCAL ‘*,!.".;.1' e 'm g & !?!HL' N

f ‘” "i“ l”“"‘ “'I“ “1""9 ORDBR’& ‘-7‘ e L

iy

b

ot

:rm e ’»i:.!' h‘rﬂ'{i SR 3 1) R

d now; Japuaty 28 1991,, aﬂer a hearing and -
upon consideration, of the, testimony, “evidence and
* . arguments of goupsel defandant’,s [nouon to dismiss

is denied. i( ""‘.}I ..‘ -‘p - " N ‘!l .P"!“ﬂ"‘ & \‘f' l,f‘ ‘ : : _.
T TR BT p’{f..ﬂt’t;{ifnt ] --uwmsr el ‘j‘. ." '!lr
VRIS DT ‘!ﬁ! "‘r,s*g( ! Gt i cais .,—‘i o 'i 14, ,u £ :
“’ég“"’ l' -'I l“‘&{}} “.'bf' ’i{-‘)‘ \.-1 - ;u \ ( e :‘ ‘ l' e,

S John Curry anid Son y;- Harleysviﬂe )

:- P4 ~eon iy e-Mutaal Insprance Co A ¥ e
SS i hisurance” 'Inre:premrfan of pah‘cy = Thdidror’s duty to .
“defend or indemnify ~+: Work-product extlusion —Ambigiity

#lpe. created, byr,«grwrr.of comuge,ﬁr lexpress,:or. Implied
warrnties of gmd workmansh q: «-q Insyrer.| pot abi(guted. to

ffcﬁ-'ﬂd ar‘mmw‘!-g“ ‘ '.:f oy ”"ih;"“u"‘"” (’( " - , i ..
- An, exclusian from,’ coverage, in_ gn; ingurance. polncy for

- msurcd‘s work product is not rpndm-.d amblguous, obligating .
* insurer to indefonify or defend insused, , by another provision of

the policy that granis: coverage [0( express os implred wanan- .
tles of good workmanship el e H; > R ll /

! Declaratory Judgmeut ,kacuon. C.P of Carbon

- Counly, no, 88- 9936 -

RN R M ‘l’ “. .i l) ‘ + ‘!“"j\ "== ‘-
NEH ‘Witliam G, Schwab for plalntlff i

. William H,. Bayer, for defendant Harleyéwll; Mu-
tual Insurance.Co.,;,.- - 1+,
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The Penneylvenia Police Criminal Low Bulletin is published by
Stanley Cohen ot 2579 Warren Rd., Indiona, Pa. 15701 monthly
at $20.00 o yeor, Second Clusy Postoge iy poid of Indiano, Po.
15701, Poymasten Send address change to the Pennsylvania
Police Griminal Low Bulletin at 2579 Warmen Rd., indlane,

Pa. 13701,

The major objective of The Pennsylvenia Police Criminal
iaw Bulletin Iy to keep Pennsylvaonia Pelice abreast of des

lop ts in ¢riminal low thar affect police proctices In
the stqte of Pennsylvenie,

any persan in custody. If each officer who has had con-
tact with the arrested faithfully completes this form ond
replaces it with on updoted form as events change and
necessitate other blocks 1o be marked, then any officer
who comes along loter and consults this form, will know
the status of the arrested and will know just what he can
and caonnot do as far as approaching the person to give
him the warnings and try to question him about an unre-
lated charge. In other words, police personnel will not be
in the dark as to what the statys of the person is.

| hope that the above has been of some help, Call or
write if you have any questions obout this answer or you
wish me 10 engage in research on different questions.

Arrest, Deputy Sheriffs Have Authority Under the

Municipal Police Jurisdiction Act To Make Arrests

“'ithin and Qutside Their Own County When Their
ssistance Is Requested By Other Police Officers

Commeonwealth v, Lyons
Supsriour Court of Pennsylvania {3/13/89)
555 A.2d 920

Facts

A probation officer asked deptuy sheriffs to assist him
in arresting defendant for porole violations. At the re-
quest of a probation officer, the deptuy sheriffs went to
defendant's house without any probation officer present
and without any warrant or court order and arrested
him, He was chorged with and convicted of resisting
arrest,

On appecl, defendant claims thet a probation officer
has no authority to request the assistance of a loco! law
enforcement officer 1o make a warrontless arrest of o
parole violator. Also, he claims that a local iaw enforce-
ment officer has no authority to make such an arrest
without @ court order and without the probation officer

being present,

Issue
1. Whether the arrest of defendant was lawiul without

a court order?
2. Whether deputy sheriffs have authority to assist @

g tion officer in making an arrest?

Decision
Yes to both issves, Affirmed.,

Reasoning

A county probation officer is not required 1o get g
sourt order or a warrant to arrest a parole violator,
Deputy sheriffs have siatutory authority to  assst
porole/probation officers ynder 16 Pa.S.A. Section
1216, which provides that sheriff deputies shall perform
oll duties imposed on them by statute. One such duty is to
maintain the peace and dignity of this Commonwealth,
And, 42 Po.C,8.A. Section 8952 provides that all duly
employed municipal police officers have auvthority to en-
force the laws of this Commonwealth anywhere within his
primary jurisdication as to any event that requires action
on the part of the police to mainiain the peace and
dignity of this Commonwealth.

This statuiory outhority includes authority to gid
parole/probation officers, This authority of o deputy
sheritf is clearly stated in section 8953 which states that
any duly employed municipal police officer who is be-
yond his primary jurisdiction has authority to enforce the
lows of this Commonwealth the some as he can in his own
primary jurisdiction when he has requested to assist any
law enforcement officer or has probable cause to believe
the othar officer is in need of help. Deputy sheriffs have
express ovthority 1o come fo the oid of county
porole/probation officers outside their own jurisdiction.
{Court’'s emphasis.) The broad grant of autherity in
Section 8952 includes such avthority within their own
jurisdiction. {Court's emphasis.)

in this case, the assistance given by the deputy sheriffs
was within the authority granted by the legislature.

Shori Brief

{Note: Although this case hos no binding effect in Penn.
sylvania since it was decided by a New Jersey Court, it
may have persuasive influence on Pennsylvanio ¢ourts.)

State v. Carter
Superior Court of New Jersey (8/4/89)
562A.2d 1196

A police officer stopped defendant’s car for tailgating.
As the officer approached, he saw o passenger bend
over as 1o reach under the seat. The officer thought the
person ¢ould be concealing 6 weapon under the seat.
The driver and three passengers were ordered out of the
cor and patted down for weapons with negative resulls,
The officers were concerned that if @ summons was issued
and the occupants were allowed 1o enter the car, they
would have access lo whot was under the seat. While
another officer watched the car’s occupants, one officer,
fearing for his safety, entered the passenger area to look
for weapons. Looking under the seat, he found cocoine.
After arresting the occupants, he searched the rest of the
passenger area and found more evidence.

On appeal from a lower court suppression of the evi-
dence, the Superior Court reversed and upheld the wor-
rantless search, ruling that the search without a warrant
ond without probable cause, but bosed on reasonable
suspicion that the car contained o weopon, was lawful
under Michigan v. Long, 103 5.Ct. 3469 ond in the



§4109 Crimes Code of PA 70

84109. Rigging Publiciy Exhibited Contest,.

{a) Offense defined. —A person commits a misdemeanor of
the first degree if, with intent to prevent a publicly exhibited
contest from being conducted in accordance with the rules and
usages purporting to govern it, he:

{1) confers or offers or agrees to confer any benefit upon, or
threatens any injury to a participant, official or other person
associated with the contest or exhibition; or

{2} tampers with any person, animal or thing.

{b) Soliciting or accepting benefit for rigging.—A person
commits a misdemeanor of the first degree if he knowingly solicits,
accepts or agrees to accept any benefit the giving of which would
be criminal under subsection (a} of this section.

{c) Participation in rigged contest.—A person commits a
misdemeanor of the first degree if he knowingly engages in,
sponsors, produces, judges. or otherwise participates in a publicly
exhibited contest knowing that the contest is not being conducted
in compliance with the rules and usages purporting to govem it,
by reason of conduct which would be criminal under this section.

§4110. Defrauding Secured Creditors.

A person commits a misdemeanaor of the second degree if he
destroys, removes, conceals, encumbers, transfers or otherwise
deals with property subject to a security interest or after levy has
been made thereon with intent to hinder enforcement of such
interest.

§4111. Fraud in Insolvency.

A person commits a misdemeanor of the second degree if,
knowing that proceedings have been or are about to be instituted
for the eppointment of a receiver or other person entitled to
administer property for the benefit of creditors, or that any other
composition or liguidation for the benefit of creditors has been or is
about to be made, he:

{1) destroys, removes, conceals, encumbers, transfers, or
otherwise deals with any property with intent to defeat or
obstruct the claim of any creditor, or otherwise to obstruct the
operation of any law relating to administration of property for
the benefit of creditors;

{2} knowingly falsifies any writing or record relating to the
property; or

{3) knowingly misrepresents or refuses to disclose to a
receiver or other person entitled to administer property for the
benefit of creditors, the existence, amount or location of the
property, or any other information which the actor could be
legally required to furnish in relation to such administration.

{rev. 85)
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS Or PIKE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

JUVENILE

IN RE: JUVENILE oo, S L A
TRANSPORTS /

: ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

i A .
and now this :D day of /Y]fL‘ /\ , 1992 the
CHN B e MR

Sheriff of Pike County is directed to transport

juvenile delinquents to and frem various detention
centers, treatment facilities, medical facilities, and
other places of detention for the Court as may be
necessitated from time to time conveyed through the

Pike County Probation Office.
BY THE COURT:

A

cc: Probation Office -
Sheriff's Office

Court Administrator
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PIKE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

NO3¥(- 1989 Miscellaneous

IN RE: SERVICE OF PROCESS IN
Daocket

THE SIXTIETH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

ORDFER

AND NOW, this 1st day of May, 1989, the
Sheriff of Pike County is Directed to make service of
all process emanating from the Magisterial Districts
in the Sixtieth Judicial District of Pennsylvania
and the District Justices of this Judicial District are

Directed to forward to the Sheriff of Pike County

all process to be served forthwith.

BY THE COWRT,

cc: Sheriff _
Carolyn H. Purdue T
Gudrun K. Quann ‘ -
William Sanquilly
Court Administrator

Wt runng Tugy

Fal]
ro

TR


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle


OFFICE OF

BARBARA FRAMPTON

CLARION COUNTY COMMISSIONER
COURTHOUSE
CLARION, PENNSYLVANIA 16214

KAREN A. REED (814) 226-4000

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY EXT 2006

July 20, 1992

Vern E. Smith

Sheriff of Clarion County
Clarion County Courthouse
Clarion, PA 16214

Dear Vern,

This letter is to confirm my support for you and the other
Pennsylvania county sheriffs in the ongoing battle to fully
restore your sheriff’'s powers of arrest.

You and your department provide a much-needed service to the
residents of our small county. At a time when crime rates are on
the rise, the last thing we need is less law enforcement power!

Please accept my best wishes for a successful and productive

1992 Pennsylvania Sheriff’s Association annual convention. You
have my support.

Sincerely,

Purbain Jimyilon_

Barbara Frampton

kar/copy
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S1IUIUu Ar1IOwWsS Neeg-+or Kerorm
The. Old Gaffer |

Dating way back to the so-
called "Wild West" in American
history, the position of sheriff
has been asgﬂl ted with law
enforcement ‘aht: “keépitt’ the
F . . the process, the sheriffs of
many towns and counties be-
came almost legendary. The
need for such police service was
acute and, i{n ever so many
cases, the sheriff became some-
what of a national herc. His
mission was best described as
“keepin’ the bad guys under con-
trol.”

Strange as {t may seem Scores
meam later, the need for law

orcement by modern sheriffs
is even greater than in the wild
days of the old west. In fact, to-
day's criminals are much more
sophisticated than their prede-
cessors. Sheriffs and their crews
of deputles (assistanis) should
be working effectively with other
law enforcement agenclet at all
levels.

With this background in mind,
1 was shocked in recent days to
discover questions are bDeing
raised right here in' Clarion
County about the policing du-
ties, obligations and responsi-
bilittes of Sheriff Vern Smith
and his designated deputies,
Does the elective office of sheniff

ato the mandated laws of the
. Jmonwealth?

1 was even more disturbed to
learn that the Clarion County
Sheriff's Department might be
Instructed to refrain from pro-
vicn{\hg services for such events
as the Autumn Leaf Festival,
football and basketball games,
community festivals, and the
Clarion County Fair. 1 was in-
ieed aho:;:ed as these aﬂe;e:.lhts
segan surfacing, es . the
m%ual Fair ng. espect .

Providing security, crowd con-
rol and regulation of traffle
eems rather minor when com-
vared to enforeing criminal
aws, but actually there is a cor-
elation since “keeping the
eace” in all areas {s involved,

I can't write about all the
ther events, but { most certain-
7 can refer with a 42-year back-

Tom T: ANDREWS JR. .

und of experience to the
larlon County Fair. This com-

munity. event has played a major
role ll‘tly my adult l}e mugh. e

years, and [ know if would: be
severely handicapped should

-the services of Sheriff Vemn

Smith and his crew of deputy of-
ficers he withdrawn. ]

For many years, Smith and
his crew. have provided super
service during Fair Week. Critics
of using the county sheriff claim
alternates are available, such ag
fire police, pther volunteers and
employing a private police agen-

cySl.nce security for Fair Week is
an around-the-clock service, vol-
unteer fire police are not avall-
able except for limited hours
each day. As .for using private
& encies, the cost would be pro-

itive,

It should be remembered that
the office of county sheriff is an
elective position. The public se-
lects the sherff, and it seems

natural to assume a quali-

‘o ';ﬁ’ .
fled police officer is involved in

the process. Under the new in-
terpretations of state statutes
as presented by influential
lawyers, many of them serving
as solicitors, the public has no
right to expect professional po-
lice officers, “since county sher-
iffs are limited In what they can
and cannot do. .

As seems to be taking place in
so many other areas of toda&;s
complex society, the “public be
damned.” From the sidelines,
this very interested and con-
cerned observer is aghast that.
the three top executives of coun-
ty government, the commission-
ers, endorse this type of cltizen
negativiem. Based on the advice
«of their legal counsel, an elec-
tive office is being subverted.

The Leade

® ® _

r-Vindicator

Published Every Wednesday at New Bethlehem, Clarion Co., Pennsylvania, 16242
by Southern Clarion County Newspapers, In¢c.

A 2y

For many years I have been
an advocate of reform in our
supposedly constitutional gov-
ernment. It 18 certainly true that
the USA 1s. the world's most
workable government, despite
apparent blemishes and contra-
dictions. To keep apace with
modern iimes, however, the
democratic system needs to be
fine-tuned to make it more re-
sponsive to the needs of today's
challenging soclety,

The office of county sheriff
serves as an excellent” example
of the need for fine-tuning. Quité
separate and apart from the
valuable security and coritrol
servicea' provided community
events such as the county fair
and Autumn Leaf Festiva), there
is a real need for more, not less,
police protection for citizens of
all areas.

tiow many times do we hear
that the state police are workin,
with only lmited personnel, an
that local municipalities have
only limited police resources?
The Sheriff's Department ‘could
make massive strides toward
correcting this problem.

If legal beagles are determin-
Ing the powers of sheriff are Itm-
ited to being process servers,
then the General Assembly
should authorize corrective ac-
tion. -

Governmental leaders at many
levels seem to be mounting all

.types of actions to combat
, crime, espec

tally in the fields of
drug and alcohol abuse. Most of
these "“well publicized actions
serve. very few practical purpos-
es. They are largely - ineffective
programs. If governments are
really sincere in their anti-crime
programs, what i1s wrong with
expanding already existing po-

[Continued on Page 3} - °

435 Broad Street New Bethlehem, PA 16242
Phone 814-275-3131 o _ FAX 814-275:3531
JAMES R. SHAFFER JOSEPH SHAW BARBARA BARTLEY
Publisher ‘Editor County Edibmi
SANDRA SHRECENGOST ‘ RON WILLISON PAT‘RiCIA CRAWFORD
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Snafu Shows Need For Reform

[eont.lnued from Page 2] -

llce and security forces?

Much of the backgrqund for
todays legal interpretations of
what a county sheriff can and |
cannot do refer dtrectly to insur- |
ance .coverage — its high cost ,
ahd risks en.’ This seems. to

o back to the old'Gosepl hymn,
‘%‘ell Me the Old, Old Story The .
costs and risks of today's insur-
anpce coverage range far and
widée. In fact, lnsurance }_ght
be’ devasiating many areas o
daya soclety

And once again, t.hc need for
fine-tunin government sur-
faces. Legislative bodies need to
review insurance policies and
place limits on court action
abuses,

JAccording to the front- page
pto in' last week's Leader-
Vindicator, Clarion County Sher-
iff Vern Smith has already sus-
_ peaded many community ser-
vices. His actlon was based on
.the advice of his solicitor, the
county solicitor, and collective
actions by the three county

1

commissioncrs Linda
McCarthy,” David Black a.nd
Bagbara Frampton. -

The sheriff's announced’ sus-
' pensioii ‘of -services quite *defi-
"nitely-is' fiot in the public inter-
esdt. 1 am quiteé concerned that
the legal ‘snafu irivolved in this
‘case is on¢ more frightening ex-
ample ‘that representative gov-
-ernmient 1s breaking: dovm. The
_people’s cholce when they voted
dr county sheriff'is ail’ ut be-

, Desplte my retirement’ as' a
professional” journali$t, I' am
still compelled to comment on
disturbing developments -
modern government. I am not
imprcss with what I ‘see "and

I am still shocked that ‘the In-
famous assassination in 1963 of
President John F. Kennedy is
" still a controversial {ssue since
the government has silenced’ by
intimidation any, and all investi-
gations of what actually took
place on that’ ¢ day. )

. My distrust of government has
been even miore accelerated by
shocking developments about
conduct of the so-called recent
war in the Persian Gulf. The.
American people have been de-
‘ceived in gc ting information
from overnmental leaders.

And' now, at a much lower
level, comes the Sheriff Vern
Smith story.

Something is sadly missing in
destraylng our confldénce and
trust in those who represent us
in the halls of government.-The
need for corrective action -is
long overdue, ‘
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Court Ruling Handcuffs Counties

There is growning concern
throughout the state regarding a re-
cent Pennsylvania Superior Court
ruling, which arises from a case in
Armstrong County and rules that
sheriffs and their deputies do not
have certain arrest powers, do not
have statutory authority to enforce
the Pennsylvania vehicle code.

This not only seems ludicrous in
Clarion County, where the sheriff’'s
department is comprised of veteran
law enforcement officials, it is
absurd.

The case out of Annstrong Coun-
ty involves an incident that occur-
red May 17, 1988, when Deputy
Sheriff Kevin Gibbons saw a car
cross a double yellow hne and pass
three cars. He pulled the car pver and
found drugs. )

The state's Superior Court last
month upheld a 1989 ruling by Arm-
strong County court that deputies
don't have the same powers as police
officers, While the ruling is limited to
traffic arrests, the Superior Court
determined the drugs found in the
car were seized illegally and the
defendant couldn’t be prosecuted.

In saying that deputies don't have
the same powers as police officers,
the state's Superior Court has erred
greatly as far ag Clarion County is
concerned,

i mean, here we have Sheriff Vern
Smith — who was a Pennsylvania
State Police officer for 29 years —
and Chief Deputy Sheriff Daniel
Hornberger — a seven-year law en-
forcement officer who served as a
police chief in a southern Clarion

county community prior to joining
the sheriff's department. And, we're
told by the court that in their present
capacities Smith and Homberger
don't have the same powers as police
officers when it comes to traffic ar-
rests. Please, give us a break,
Here in Clarion County, all full-
time deputy sheriffs have undergone
Municipal Training Act schooling,
the same training as mandated for
other police officers. And, in addition
they have undergone the state's
sheriff training program. -
Brian ('Neill, a columnist for the
Pittsburgh Press, wrote on Feb. 17,
about this same issue pointing out
that in Allegheny County it's not as
if the sheriff and his deputies are a

bunch of Barney Fifes. Ditto, herein-

Clarion County. .

O’ Neill, too, points out the sheriff
and deputies in Allegheny County
get the same police academy training
as borough and township police
officers. -

Indeed, he says, it's common prac-
tice for borough and township of-
ficials to request deputies to pinch
hit for police temporarily away from
the job. Ditto, here in Clarion
County. -

However, that's not the crux of the
immediate case which is now on ap-
peal to the state’s Supreme Court.
The problem appears to be with the
interpretation by the courts over the
contents of the legislatively-enacted
vehicle code.

That code does not define & ‘peace
officer,” a ‘law enforcement officer,’
or ‘sheriff.’ Since the vehicle code

refers to ‘police officer’ the court has
decided the sheriff's department does
not have statutory authority to en-
force the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code.

The state code (Title 75-1990)
defines a ‘police officer’ as *‘a natural
person authorized by law to make ar-
rests for violations of law.,” Go
figure, .

Although the ruling is being ap-
pealed, it has seriously affected the
sheriff's deapriments in this state, as
attested to in Clarion County by
Sheriff Smith who believes “‘there’s

areal need now to pursue legislative-

action to correct and define these

terms in the vehicle code,” and in the

crimes code and county code. -
There really is a present need for

legisiative leaders to clearly define
the legal terms utilized in their codes.
Or, at best there is a need to review
those codes and make the meamngs
of their intent more defined so it 1s
clear to &ll, including the courts, the
police and the public.

Sheriff Smith has contacted
legislators about the matter and in
letters to those officials he notes, “'In
all but name, sheriffs and their
deputies are police officers and
should be afforded the same lawful
authority” to enforce the laws.

While the appeal of the case with
the state's Supreme Court could take
up to two years or more, it 1s incum-
bent upon the legislative branch to

; [Continued on Page 3}

- Thé;.[";édA‘
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Ruling Handcuffs Counties

{Continued from Page 2]

do something expntsgtiomly to cor-
ire matter.
r%Itt", ﬁert?'.::l;e should be incumbent
upon the legislators to at least def;rﬁe
sewho is a police officer”” and to tul ;
a look at any mandates that shou
be imposed upon those comprising
sheriff’s departments throughout the
commonwealth. As we sa.}d, they can
look at the present Clarion County
Sheriff's Department if they need a.n
example to use in c{efmmg law en
rsonnel.
fDrTcgm?iILt p(?therWise would be
ridiculous in light of the economic

conditions that prevail throughout
this commonwealth.

1n Clarion County, where the state
police are understaffed and many

Or

lvania, 16
Inc.

township and borough officials are ny

i ff's
requesting help from the shert
de?;uartment. there has been 3 good
relationship between the various law
enforcement departments. .

That apparently is not the case in

MORTI!
urg Staffer

some other areas of the state; but, in

rural areas such as Ours we need
the help we can get when it comes to

jaw enforcement, whether it be traf-

fic, civil or criminal activity.

——
frmm——rr——
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OFFICE OF THE '
CLARION COUNTY DlSTRlC]; ATTORNEY
" 347 MAIN STREET, CLARION, PA 16214
£14-226-4423

WILLIAM KERN JOSEPH T. STRONG

May 14, 1991

Patrick J. Stapleton

State Senator, 4lst. District
710 Croyland Avenue

Indiana, PA 15701

Dear Senator Stapleton:

I have been asked by our Sheriff Vern Smith to ~#
write concerning the arrest powers of County Sheriffs
and I do so .gladly. In a small county such as Clarion,
we have many small towns and townships with no police
department and an understaffed State Police barracks.
In short, we need all the law enforcement we. can get.

In my twelve years as District Attorney of Clarion

. County, I have had to repeatedly rely on our Sheriif’s
-pepartment "to provide law enforcement services. I have

found the sheriff’s deputies to be well traired,
“campetent, and helpful. On a number of occasions, the
Sheriff’s . Department has assisted me where other
agencies were reluctant to act and on one occasion

‘helped me convict a local police chief who was stealizg
moaey.

I am solidly behind any effort to enhance and
clarify the police powers of the county sheriff. Please
do not hesitate to contact me if vyou wish to discuss
- khis matter further or if you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

AN Jo

William M. Kern
District Attorney
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%0 [Peader-Vindicator

August 17, 1988

Editorial

Bravo,

Clarion County Sheriff Vern E. Smith
ast week announced his department will
»e conducting patrols in various townships
ind boroughs in Clarion county which do
1ot have local law enforcement agencies.
“or residents in highly-rural and isolated
rreas of the county, where police patrols
ften times are few and far between, the
rromise of any additional visits by.a law
nforcement agency should be good news,
nd in some cases, may even provide a bet-
er night’s sleep.

Smith's program will not be a hit-and-
1i8s operation as it is being coordinated
/ith the Pennsylvania State Police for
raximum efficiency between the two agen-
ies. The program also will be staggered
o avoid the possibility that patrols will
ecome routine and predictable to poten-
ial criminals.

According to Smith, one area that will
e addressed is illegal trash dumping in
>wnships in the county. We hope all
ywnship and borough residents, not to
1ention their elected officials, offer their
»mplete cooperation to Smith, particular-
7 in the area of illegal dumping, a problem
1at should be a matter of major concern
r area residents.

Anyone doubting the seriousness of
1e illegal dumping in this area, a problem

hich seemed to have no possible solution -

nt. mith’s announcement, should ven-
wre away from blacktop roads onto gravel
ad dirt pathways to see just how big a
roblem it is.

It's been well documented that Penn-

Opinion

Sheriff

sylvania State Police officers serving
Clarion County cannot be everywhere due
to manpower limitations. That's unfor-
tunate, but it's also reality.

Surely it would seem the sheriff’s pro-
gram will offer some support to state
police officers through coordination, ensur-
ing the two separate law enforcement ef-
forts are being directed i in different areas
of the county.

We offer our mmmendatlon to Shenff
Smith for developing the program, which
apparently will function at no extra cost
to county taxpayers.

A county sheriff is the chief law ‘en-

. forcement officer in any county in the.com-

monwealth; however, not all persons who
have filled the position have pushed the of-
fice in that direction, and few to such a
degree that Smith has. For his efforts to
ensure the office is utilized effectively as
it was originally prescribed, we con-
gratulate Smith.

Presently, our only question in connec-
tion with the program is can it be expand-
ed to ensure all areas of the county have
even more regular patrols? Such a move
might provide a greater degree of peace of
mind to older county residents.

. We have long considered a ‘‘county-
wide"’ police force as a possible answer to
local police woes, and wonder now if the
sheriff’s department is actually the proper
vehicle for such an effort.

We 're hopeful options for expanding
the service will be explored by Smith #nd
other county officials.
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2 Uabieater

Last week a tour of illegal dump sites
in Clarion County left us with more ques-
tions than can possibly be answered with
any semblance of reasoning.

We were not prepared to see what we
faced along the way, scenes that in our
wildest dreams we’d never envision.

Why do people do these things? Are
they that uncivilized in today’s world? Do
they really live the hog-like lifestyle
depicted by their actions?

And, where are our enforcers of the il-

legal dumping and littering laws?

" 1. "We’ve noted-the investigative efforts
)n the part of the Clarion County Sheriff’s
Department and the arrests that have been
made in the past regarding illegal dump
sites; and we've seen arrests by our state
police when it comes to those who have lit-
tered our highways.

But how much can be expected from
those departments, which are now severely

them.

Enough Destruction

understaffed and overworked with other
priorities?

We'd think our state and federal office-
holders, who have enacted these laws,
would be smart enough to know and see
that to prevent crime you must have the
means and personnel to do just that.

If they can’t see that point of view,
then we suggest a tour of the illegal dump
sites in our area. Maybe then their eyes
would open up to the devastation before

Where are:our pubhc servants who.

- work for -the Environmental -Protection:

Agency, Department of Environmental
Resources and the Department of Health?
Laws are being broken, land is being
destroyed; nearby water is being polluted;
and rats are running through our hillsides.
This nonsense has got to be put to a
stop once and for all — and we mean FOR
ALL: all of us, all of our future generations.

m
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Townships: \Y ij)
Fa;minglor; o A Townships

Piney
righiand MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT 18-03-02 e
Millcreek 511 S. PAINT BLVD., SHIPPENVILLE, PA }6254 Monroe
Washington PHONE: (814) 226-5170 « Stigo Borough
May 20, 1991

To Whom It May Concern:

As a Clarion County District Justice, I strongly support
lTegislation that would amend Title 42 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, which provides the powers and duties of
Sheriffs and Deputies relating to law enforcement, which would
authorized enforcement powers for the Sheriffs' Departments

to be equal to other law-enforcement agencies having legal

jurisdiction in the Commonwealith of Pennsylvania.

Our Clarion County Sheriff's Department is a valuable asset to
the ogver-all responsibility of l1ocal law enforcement and has
proven to be invaluable to the many services and events provided

to the residents of Clarion County.

Sincerely yours,

Norman E. Heasley

District Justice
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Mothers Agamst Drunk Drwmg

Olde Liberty-Square - 4811 Jonestown Road, Suite 229 « Harrisburg, PA 17109 - (717) 657-3911
PENNSYLVANIA STATE OFFICE

May 31, 1991
Sheriff Vern Smith
Clarion County Courthouse
Main Street
Clarion, PA 16214
MADD in Pennsylvania supports the concept of arrest powers
for properly trained and qualified sheriffs and deputy sheriffs.
By that we mean that they receive the same level of DUI detection

and training as currently required for municipal and state police

officers.

Sincerely,

e . 0p

Hope Emerich

Public Peolicy Lialison
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WILLIAM H. PECK, JR.
"Chief of Police.,

February 19, 1991

RE' “?aﬂoffﬁty Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs — Arrest Powers

L T T

8 " thomty,.of'elected County Sherlffs and their Deputies has been

- “’%y"hhe decision: recently made by the Superior Court. Joint efforts
. fln"@%i’ : County and-other Counties across the state has been undermined
. i‘ﬂfa“ﬂecmi@n.

1h£ Superior Court ruled that Sheriffs of this Commonwealth do not
havés sstatutory authority to enforce the vehicle Code-Title 75 in the Case
of Goumonwealth vs Marshall Edwin leet, No. 462 Pittsburgh 1989.

X I am the Chief of Police of a one man department in Knox Borough

Clarion County and the fact at the present time I am the only officer in

the depart:mmt. I camnot begin to say how many times the Clarion County

Sheriff Department has come to my assistance. The only other assistance

« available to my department would be the Pemnsylvania State Police who are
greatly understaffed and not always available.

. The decision is complicated to the reference to “Law Enforcement
Officer," “Peace Officer," and “Police Officers," in various statues and
regulations pertaining to rules of criminal procedure and Act 120, the
Mumnicipal police officer training and Education Act, Title 18 (Crimes Code),
Titlé 75 (Vehicle Code) while a layman may conclude that these terms have
the same basic meaning the courts feel otherwise.

I strongly support statutory authorization for arrest and enforcement
powers for County Sheriff's and strongly encourage our legislative leaders

to clearly define the legal terms utilized in criminal statutes so that the
legislative intent in clear to all involved.

Sincerely,

b cw - 2 TR
William H. Peck
Chief Of Police

cc: Clarion County Sheriff
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PHONE: su{zzs-szsz
| CLARTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: A DEPARTMENT OF MH/MR/DSA
oAVID BLACK ADMINISTRATEON
T0M ARMAGOST _ - - RODGER R. BUZARD
KETTH MARTIN COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

(814) 226-1080

May I, 1991

Ta_Nham it ﬁay Caﬁcern:

<Crisis Intervention Services of Clarian County strongiy supparts
legislation that would amend Title 42 of the Pennsylvania
"Consolidated Statutes, which provides the powers and duties of
Sheriffs and Deputies relating to law enforcement, which would
autharize enforcement powers for the Sheriffs® Departments to be
equal to other law—enforcement agencies having legal jurisdiction
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Our Clarion County Sheriff’s Department is a valuable asset to
the over-all responsibility of 1local law enforcement and has
praven to be invaluable in our ability to provide services to the
residents of Clarion County.

The character and dependability of the officers have been above
s proach ~ and the professionalism of the Sheriff's Office has

ensely helped in the carrvying out of aur legal
respun51b11ities.- -

S:ncerely yuurs.

/'*.wu.% S. Eﬂam,)ﬁvﬂ-
.Terrance S. Bean
'Supervisur,

Crisis Intervention Services
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RIMERSBURG POLICE DEPT.

108 5, MAIN STREET
RIMERSBURG, PA. 16248

CHIEF MAYOR
INALD GARVER February 21, 1991 JOMN CORSINI
1, 814—-473-3065 204 N. MAIN STREET

FPH. 814—A473—3487

Rep. Ronald Black
4ok South Office Bldg.
Harrisburg, PA 17120

RE: Arrest Powers of County Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs
Dear Sir:

] I am a municipal police officer and Chief of Police in
Rimersburg Borough, Clarion County.

I would like to call your attention to a recent ruling
by the Superior Court. In the case of Commonwealth VS Marshal
Edwin Leet, No. 462 Pittsburgh 1989, the Superior Court ruled
that Sheriffs of this Commonwealth do not have statutory auth-
ority to enforce the vehicle code, Title 75.

Ags Chief of Police in a one man department, I have had
many occasions to rely on the Clarion County Sheriff's Dept.
for assistance in all phases of my work.

The State Police are understaffed and my municipality is
in no financial position to hire help for me. I find this
decision incredible at this time of unemployment and plunging
revenue in most municipalities in this state.

This decision was based on Juciciary Rules of Criminal
Proceedure, specifically Rule 3 (1) and (0), Rule 52, and Rule
101, not on legislative statutes. It is complicated by the
use of different terms such as "Police Officers", "Peace Officers"
and "Law Enforcement Officers" in various statutes & regulations.

I find it ludicrous that the fact that hundreds of pending
criminal actions in this state hinge on interpretation of defi-
nitions as to what constitutes a "Police Officer.”

I support statutory authorization for arrest and enforce-
ment powers for County Sheriffs and I strongly urge you to
support legislation to that end.

Sincerely,

eat e

Ronald Garver
Chief of Police

RPG /jeg
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EUGENE L. COON JOHN M. McNAMARA
SHERIFF CHIEF DEPUTY

Sheriffs Gffice uenser
[GHERIFFS]

Eounty of Allegheny

ROOM 11t CQUAT HOUSE
PITTSBURGH, PA. 15219
355-4700

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives

INTRODUCTION OF SHERIFF EUGENE L. COON

Sheriff EUGENE L. COON, presently in his sixth term, has served as Sheriff longer than
any other person in the history of Allegheny County.

_ Graduated from high school in 1947, he attended the University of Pittsburgh as a pre-law
major.

He served two separate tours of duty with the U.S. Army: 1947-1948 with the 7th Infantry
Division, and 1950-1951 as a Combat Infantryman with the 1st Cavalry Division in Korea.

In October, 1952, Coon was sworn-in as a patrolman in the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police. He
started as a beat patrolman, worked patrol cars, and eventually was assigned as a detective in the
Narcotics Squad.

In 1957, he was promoted to Police Sergeant and assigned to the North Side Police Station.

In 1962, while head of the Squad, he was cited for his undercover work in breaking up a major
narcotics ring in the City. His undercover investigation resulted in the arrest and conviction of
22 narcotics pushers, During the same year, he placed first on a competitive Civil Service
examination and was promoted to Detective Lieutenant and Supervisor of a detective shift.

The following year, after placing first on another Civil Service examination, Coon was
promoted to Detective Captain and placed in command of the Homicide Unit.
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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania - Tuesday, August 17, 1993 Page 2

From a record of traditionally low murder solutions, the Homicide Squad solved 81 out of
82 murders during Coon’s command of the Squad. His Homicide Unit also solved two murders
which occurred before 1963.

In 1965, he was promoted to Assistant Superintendent of Police and was named Command-
ing Officer of the Detective Branch.

By 1968, Coon was assigned as Commanding Officer of the Service Division in charge of
the Police Training Academy, responsible for all in-service recruit officer training, police radio
communications equipment and personnel, and criminal identification procedures and related
Services,

In 1969, Gene Coon resigned from the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police to run for the office of
Sheriff of Allegheny County. He was elected to his first term in November 1969, receiving
326,740 votes, the largest number of votes received by a candidate running for County Office.
He took office in January 1970.

‘Sheriff Coon was re-elected to asecond term in 1973, and to subsequent termsin 1977, 1981,
1985, and 1989.

In 1990, the International Police Association, (the largest organization of law enforcement
officers in the world), inducted Gene Coon into the Police Hall of Fame, “in recognition of his
exceptional and meritorious performance in the police and law enforcement profession.”

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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INTRODUCTION
The Sheriff’s Office In History
The history of the Office of Sheriff is really a history of man’s self-government.

While some historians maintain that the Office of Sheriff derives from either the Roman
proconsul, or the Arab Sharif, (nobleman), it is generally accepted that the Office goes back
historicalty to Anglo-Saxon England, (A.D. 500-1066).

According to Anglo-Saxon custom, if someone broke the law it was not just a crime against
the victim, but a crime against the whole community.

The Anglo-Saxon kings expected their subjects to keep good order, which they called
“keeping the peace.” A crime was an act against the peace and some of the more serious crimes
were said to be “against the King’s Peace.” Eventually, theidea grew that all crimes were against
the King’s Peace.

Under Anglo-Saxon rule it was the duty of the citizens themselves to see that the law was
not broken, and if it was, to catch the offenders. Allthe malesin the community between the ages
12 and 60 were responsible for this duty.

They were organized in groups of about ten families, and each group was call a “tything™:
Attheirhead wasa “tythingman.” Each member of the tything was held responsible for the good
behavior of the others. Ten tythings were led by a “reeve.”

If one member committed a crime, the othershad to catch him and bring him before the court,
or the “moot” as the Saxons called it.

If they failed to do so they were all punished, usually by paying a fine.

If anyone saw a crime he raised a “hue and cry” and all men had to join in the chase to catch
the criminal and bring him before the court.

Under Alfred the Great, (A.D. 871-901), reeves began to be combined, forming “shires”
or counties. Each shire was led by a reeve.

For minor offenses, people accused of crimes were brought before the local “folk moot.”
More serious cases went to the “Shire Court” which came under the “shire reeve,” (meaning
“keeper and chief of his county”), who came 1o be known as the Sheriff,

After the Normans conquered England in A.D. 1066, they adopted many Anglo-Saxon law-
keeping methods, including the system of tythings, the use of the hue and cry, and the Sheriff’s
courts.

In A.D. 1085, King William ordered a compilation of all taxable property in a census, and
decreed that the Sheriff was to be the official tax collector of the king.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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InA.D. 1116, King Henry I established a new penal code. While the Crown reserved to itself
the power to punish for violations of the penal code, it delegated to the Sheriff the power to
investigate and arrest.

Through the next century, as the power of the king increased, so did the power of the Sheriff.
During the Westminster Period, (1275-1500), the offices of “baliff” and “sergeant” were
created to supplement the Sheriff. However, county government remained in the hands of the
Sheriff.

By the year 1300, the Sheriff was the executive and administrative leader of the county. In
addition to being the tax collector for the King, the Sheriff was head of the local military and was
charged with assuring that the peace was maintained.

The Sheriff presided over the prisoners and the court, and his authority was unparalleled by
any other county official.

‘When settlers left England to colonize the New World, they took with them many of their
governmental forms. When the first counties were established in Virginia in 1634, the office of
Sheriff in America began,

Maryland soon followed this pattern, and in both states the Sheriff was delegated the same
powers as the Shenif held in England.

As in England, respect for the Sheriff was strictly enforced by the law. A special seat was
often reserved for the Sheriff in churches. Contempt against the Sheriff was an offense
punishable by whipping. Atthistime, Sheriffs wereresponsible forboth enforcing and punishing
offenders.

By the time of the American Revolution, all of the colonies had Sheriffs. Whenthe American
frontier began to move westward, so did the Sheriff. The 19th century was the golden age of the
American Sheriff, with characters like Wild Bill Hickok, Wyatt Earp, and Texas John Slaughter
becoming a colorful part of American history.

Today, the office of Sheriff is found in every state in the Union. The Office of Sheriff was
brought to the colony which would become the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by Dutch and
English colonists before the time of William Penn. The Office was constitutionally mandated
by all five of Pennsylvania’s Constitutions, in 1776, 1790, 1838, 1873 and 1967.

Throughout the years, the Sheriff in Pennsylvania has acquired many and varied responsi-
bilities and obligations. The Sheriff actsin the capacity of peace officer, where his duty is to keep
the peace and quell riots and disorders.

He has jurisdiction to make arrests anywhere in the county, to make searches of premises,
and to seize items or property owned or used in violation of the law. He is called upon to remove
certain nuisances, and he issues licenses to sell or to carry firearms.

While the Sheriff was originally the major, and sometimes only law enforcement officer in

the county, other departments and offices developed which evolved into the present state police
and local municipal police departments.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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For the most part, these departments relieve the Sheriff of the primary duty of keeping the
peace and maintaining law and order, although he retains his full powersto do so, and often assists
the municipal police departments when they request such assistance.

The Sheriff is empowered to appoint deputies, and the deputies have the same powers as the
Sheriff when performing their duties.

The Sheriff is also invested with the power of the “posse comitatus,” (the power or force
of the county), which is the power to call upon “the entire population of the county above the
age of fifteen, which the Sheriff may summon to his assistance in certain cases, to aid him in
keeping the peace, and in pursuing and arresting felons.”

The Office of Sheriff in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is authorized and
established by the Constitution of 1788 and the current revisions under which our State
Government now operates. This Constitution provides that a Sheriff shall be elected in each
county for a four-year term, and that his powers, duties and compensation be prescribed by
law.” The first election of a Sheriff in Allegheny County was held in 1789, and regular
elections have been held every four years since that time.

The Sheriff is the chief law enforcement officer of the county. While most police work
is now done by local and state police, the Sheriff’s broad police powers authorize him and his
deputies to make arrests for any and all violations of criminal statutes and ordinances.

The Sheriff is called upon during riots, prison breaches, strikes and other emergencies
which are or may be a breach of the peace. In those instances, he is empowered to call upon all
able-bodied male adults. The Sheriff’s Office lends assistance to boroughs and townships in the
case of any disturbance or emergency which their police department is inadequately staffed or
equipped to handle.

Among the duties of the Sheriff are service of all writs issued by the Courts, transportation
of prisoners to and from Court and between places of confinement, custody of prisoners during
trials, and the summoning to duty of all Criminal Court and Civil Court jurors. The Sheriff also
issues permits for firearms and conducts the sale of real and personal property at the request of
litigants, including the City, County and State.

The Sheriff is also a statutory member of the Board of Prison Inspectors, (Prison Board).

The Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office is staffed by 137 full-time employees, as follows:
1 Sheriff; 1 Chief Deputy Sheriff; 1 Solicitor, 1 Commander; 1 Captain; 5 Liestenants; 13
Sergeants; 93 Deputies, 1 Manager of Constable Services, 7 Communications Technicians and
13 Clerical.

For the year 1993, the adopted budget of the Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office is
$7,627,351.
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THE SHERIFF'S DEPUTIES

Sheriff’s Deputies are covered by Pennsylvania Civil Service Laws within the Second
Class County Code. Once every three years, the Allegheny County Civil Service Commission
tests applicants and thereafter certifies to the Sheriff a list of eligible deputy candidates. When
vacancies occur in the force of Deputies the Sheriff selects replacements from this Civil Service
eligibilicy list.

As a condition of continued employment, all newly-hired Deputy Sheriffs are required
by the Sheriff to complete the Basic Police Training Course at the Allegheny County Police
Training Academy, and thereafter to semi-annually complete 20 hours of in-service training
classes on a variety of subjects. This is the same basic police training that all municipal police
officers are required to take under the Municipal Police Officers’ Education and Training Act,
(Act 120).

The basic training course includes 44 hours of training in Law Enforcement operations,
81 hours of professional development, 99 hours of Criminal Law and Procedures, 30 hours on
the Motor Vehicle Code, 40 hours on Patrol Procedures and Operations, 41 hours on Investiga-
tions, 30 hours on Communications, 13 hours on Handling Violent or Dangerous People, 20 hours
on the Mechanics of Arrest, Searches and Transporting Prisoners, 48 hours of First Aid and CPR,
52 hours of Firearms Training, and 26 hours on the Operation of Patrol Vehicles. This amounts
to 524 hours of basic training.

In addition to the Act 120 training, all Allegheny County Deputy Sheriffs attend an
additional 40 hours of training at the Deputy Sheriffs’ Training Academy at Dickinson School
of Law in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

Therefore, all Allegheny County Deputy Sheriffs receive a total of 564 hours of basic
training.

Even prior to 1974, when mandatory training for municipal police officers began, the
curren{ Sheriff required his deputies to attend basic training at the State Police Academy in
Hershey.

The Allegheny County Deputy Sheriffs are represented in collective bargaining by the
Allegheny County Deputy Sheriff’s Association, a bargaining vnit formally recognized by the
Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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THE COURTS DIVISION

The Courts Division functions are divided into five general
areas:

. Criminal Court

. Family Court - Adult Section

. Family Court - Juvenile Section
. Orphans Court

. Transportation

ok W=

CRIMINAL COURT

It is the responsibility of Criminal Court to adjudicate all
criminal charges brought in Allegheny County. The role of the Sheriff N
in the Criminal Court System is an important one. A Deputy Sheriff is assigned \\
to each Courtroom, and has the responsibility of maintaining custody of incarcerated
defendants who are required to appear before the Court.

In many cases more than one Deputy may be required to maintain security, depending on the
particular circumstances of each individual trial. Attimes, asmany as a dozen deputies have been
assigned to a Courtroom.

This Division handled over 14,000 criminal defendants in 1992, and almost 52,000 criminal
defendants over the past four years.

FAMILY COURT - ADULT SECTION

The Adult Section of Family Court has jurisdiction in family matters which involve such
types of cases as non-support of spouses, indigent parents and children, complaints of custody
or visitation rights, divorces and annulments and protection from abuse.

This area of the Court is a very sensitive one due to the nature of the circumstances which
bring individuals to the Court. Emotions usually run high, and tempers are easily ignited in such
an atmosphere. For this reason, Deputies assigned to this section are selected for their abilities
to exercise tact and understanding in the performance of their duties.

Qver the past four year period, the Family Division handled 89,967 non-support cases, 7,680
protection from abuse cases, and executed 3,696 non-support warrants.
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FAMILY COURT - JUVENILE SECTION

This branch of the Courthandles cases involving individuals under the age of 18. All Deputies
assigned to Juvenile Court are selected for their abilities in handling juveniles, and they also
receive specialized training in this area.

The Deputies are responsible for the transportation of in-custody juveniles between Shuman
Center and the Court which is located on Forbes Avenue in the Oakland section of Pittsburgh.
Along with maintaining the safety and security of all Court participants, Deputy Sheriffs also
transport juveniles to and from various detention facilities throughout Pennsylvania.

The Juvenile Section handled 19,956 Juvenile Court hearings in 1992, and 73,342 hearings
since 1989.

ORPHANS COURT

Under the Mental Health and Retardation Act, the Sheriff’s Office is required to present
before the Court individuals who are to be considered for court-ordered commitment to various
hospitals or institutions. To insure the safe custody of these respondents, 2 male respondent is
always accompanied by two specially-trained male Deputies. Female respondents are escorted
by one female Deputy in addition to the male Deputies.

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION

The Transportation Division is responsible for transporting all Allegheny County prisoners
to and from prisons, courts and hospitals throughout Pennsylvania. Trips are also made
thronghout the United States to return prisoners to Allegheny County for court trials or
incarceration.

In conjunction with Allegheny County Jail officials’ efforts to regulate population limits, the
Sheriff’s Office Transportation Division in recent years has experienced a drastic increase in the
number of man-hours necessary to transport prisoners.

When jail population exceeds regulated standards, inmates are transporied to neighboring
counties, and subsequently returned to Allegheny County for appearancesin courtfor sentencing,
hearings, or trials.

In 1992, Transportation Division deputies made close to 10,000 trips and covered close to

1.2 million miles. During the last four-year period, they made 42,354 trips and logged 4.4 million
miles.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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WRITS DIVISION

This Division of the Sheriff”s Office is responsible for the physical service of all writs.
In order to effect efficient service of writs throughout the 745 square miles in Allegheny County,
we have divided the County into eleven geographical districts.

Deputy Sheriffs are then assigned to particular areas and are delegated the responsibility
of serving all writs issued for that area. When the work-load in any specific district is extremely
heavy, the district Deputy may be assisted by additional personnel.

Each writ is numbered, starting with 1 at the beginning of each year, and ending with the
number assigned to the last writ of the year. This is designated as the writ “Red Number”. This
number identifies the particular writ, but does not mean that there was only one service involved
in that writ.

A writcan have as few as one, butas many as a thousand or more services under one “Red
Number”, Therefore, the actual services are usually 60 to 635 percent higher than the number of
writs.

In 1992, Writ Division deputies logged over 780,000 miles while making 106,908 actual
services.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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REAL ESTATE
DIVISION

This division has the responsibility of processing and docketing Civil Court papers such
as divorces, trespass, and assumpsit actions, executions against personal property, and miscel-
laneous writs dealing with respondents and the transportation of prisoners. Thisdivision also has
the duty of notifying by mail prospective jurors who are to serve in the Criminal and Civil
Divisions of Common Pleas Court.

The Real Estate Division also collects and dockets the cash fees received by the Sheriff’s
Office for services performed. All fees collected are then transmitted to the Allegheny County
Treasury. These fees constitute revenue to Allegheny County and offset the operating costs of
the Sheriff’s Office.

More than 370,000 actions passed through this Division in the past four years, 90,153 of
them in 1992,

The cash fees for services which were collected and turned over to the Allegheny County

Treasury totaled over 6.4 million dollars since 1989. Almost 1.6 million was generated in 1992
alone.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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REAL ESTATE DIVISION STATISTICS: 1989 - 1992

1989
Juror Summons 63,245
Arbitration Docket 10,417
Civil Docket 6,910
Foreign Writs 9,161
Liens & Mortgages 1,754
Real Estate Executions 1,282
Miscellaneous Writs 824
Writs of Execution 707
Divorce Docket 64
TOTAL ACTIONS: 94,364

The Real Estate Division collects and dockets the cash fees received by the Sheriff’s

1990

64,700
9,130
7,081
8,131
1,922
1,373
1,056

770
106

04,269

1991

62,245
11,921
7,854
4,670
1,934
1,436
909

0

60

91,029

1992

64,204
8,353
7,651
4,967
1,803
1,474

589
0
265

89,306

Office for services performed. All fees collected are then transmitted to the Allegheny County

Treasury. These fees constitute revenue to Allegheny County, and offset the operating costs of
the Sheriff’s Office. As the chart below shows, over the past ten years, the Sheriff”s Office has
tarned over to the County Treasury more than 13 million dollars.

CASH FEES COLLECTED: 1983 - 1992

YEAR

1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992

TEN YEAR TOTAL

CASH FEES

$757,537

$886,518
$1,129,435
$1,250,420
$1,475,959
$1,356,326
$1,349,017
$2,000,464
$1,508,816
$1,568,886

$13,283,378

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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PORT AUTHORITY PATROL

The Port Authority Section is primarily responsible for the safety and well-being of the
drivers and passengers of the Port Authority Transit System. In addition, Deputies patrol PAT
property to protect against theft and vandalism.

Sheriff’s Office vehicles assigned to this detail are equipped with radio receivers which
enable the Deputies to monitor radio transmissions on PAT radiophone frequencies and City
Police channels. This system drastically reduces response time to emergency calls and calls for
assistance.

The Patrol shifts are staggered in such a way as to provide peak hours for criminal activity.
The Sheriff’s Office PAT Patrol acts as an effective deterrent to crimes against PAT passengers,
drivers and property.

Over the past four years, PAT Patrol Deputies have responded to close to 10,000 incidents
and made close to 1,000 arrests. The statistics for 1992 are listed on the next page.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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PAT PATROL OFFENSES - INCIDENTS: 1992
OFFENSE - INCIDENT 1992

Assaults on Passengers 9
Assault on Transit Vehicle Operator 4
Burglary 11
Conspiracy 4
Criminal Mischief 23
Disorderly Conduct 50
D1§order31 Passengers 77
Driving Under the Influence 1
Drug Offenses 1
Firearms Offenses 8
Harassment 13
Intoxicated Passengers 56
Miscellaneous Offenses 184
Prohibited Offensive Weapons 2
Propuision of Missiles 49
Public Drunkenness 101
Receiving Stolen Property 6
Reckless Endangerment 12
Robbe 13
Sex Offenses 2
Terroristic Threats 4
Theft of Property 16
Theft of Service 3
Transit Vehicle Escorts 24
Trespassing 14

Total Incidents 687
Total Summary Arrests 150
Total Misdemeanor Arrests 46
Total Felony Arrests 5

Total Arrests 201

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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INVESTIGATION DIVISION

The Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office Investigation Division handles a wide spectrum of
investigative duties. This division primarily concentrates on executing warrants, locating and
apprehending dangerous fugitives. However, other investigations have included threats to public
officials, attempted abductions, or county jail prisoner escapes.

In addition to the basic and in-service training required of all Allegheny County Deputy
Sheriffs, the personnel assigned to this division must successfully complete a series of specialized
firearms training classes using semi-automatic weapons, as well as shotgun and revolver training
courses conducted by the Sheriff’s Office, City of Pittsburgh
Police Department and the Federal Bureau of = Investiga-
tion.-

Squad sec-

The Fugitive
tton Division

tion of the Investiga-

executes warrants is- sued against
individuals who have either never
beenapprehended for the crime
with whichthey have beencharged,
or who havefailed to appear for
court hearingsor tri- als.

Due to per- sonnel limita-
tions, and an aver- age caseload
in excess of 8,000 warrants, the

TR 2 concentrates
on apprehending 2% W WMWY \\\.‘ 4 those indi-
b R LR TR AR YA i .

viduals charged with commit-
ting the most seri- ous crimes,
such as murder, manslaugh-
ter, rape, robbery, and burglary,

since these per- - sons pose the
most serious threat to the community.

Shenff’s Office Detectives also execute Foreign Warrants, or those warrants issued
outside of Allegheny County, including those issued by other states for persons suspected of being
in Allegheny County.

Since the Sheriff’s Office instituted the Fugitive Squad concept in 1976, the number of
fugitive warrant arrests has steadily increased each year, reaching a total of over 800 arrests in
1992.

The Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office Fugitive Squad also actively assists other Federal
and State agencies in the apprehension of fugitives.

Testimony of Alicgheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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For example, in 1984, two Sheriff’s Deputies were assigned for several months to FIST
7, the Fugitive Investigative Strike Team, which was a joint fugitive arrest operation funded by
the Federal Government and made up of United States Marshal’s Deputies, Allegheny County
Sherniff's Deputtes, City of Pittsburgh Police and members of the Pennsylvania State Police.

This operation, which encompassed an eight-state area, was the largest fugitive roundup
in the history of the United States. In the Pittsburgh/Western Pennsylvania region, 306 arrests
were made by the Fugitive Investigative Strike Team for crimes ranging from murder and rape to
narcotics, robbery and
weapon charges, among oth-
ers.

Detectives from the Inves-
tigation Division have also
served on the Allegheny
County Joint Narcotics Task
Force, and the Homicide Task
Force.

The Narcotics Task Force
consisted of Federal Drug
Enforcement Administration
(DEA)investigators, Allegh-
eny County Deputy Sheriffs,
City and municipal police of-
ficers functioning as under-
cover narcotics investigators.

The Homicide Task Force was formulated in response to a series of unsolved homicides
occurring in Western Pennsylvania in the late 1970s  Deputy Sheriffs served as homicide
investigators along with investigators from the State Police, the County Police and the District
Attorney’s Office. Through the joint efforts of the investigators from these agencies, the person
suspected of committing the series of murders was identified. He is currently serving a series of
consecutive life sentences in another state for offenses committed there.

InMarch 1989, the “Greater Pittsburgh Fugitive Task Force” was formed by various law
enforcement agencies, headed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation Pittsburgh Office. Thistask
force continues to include Deputy Sheriff Investigators from the Allegheny County Sheriff’s
Office.

The stated purpose of the formation of this unit was to better coordinate, and to handle
more efficiently, the location and arrest of fugitive felons in the Pittsburgh area. Each of the
agencies involved in the searching for fugitives provide manpower, equipment, and the expertise
to hunt for such dangerous fugitives wanted by various law enforcement agencies in this area.

To date 2,310 fugitives have been located and apprehended by this task force, on charges
ranging from homicide, kidnapping and rape, to extortion and drug dealing.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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In the spring of 1992, the U S Department
of Justice chose Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to be a
“demonstration site” for “Operation Weed and
Seed”. This initiative was proposed by the Presi-
dent of the United States to combine law enforce-
ment activities with social service and urban revital-
ization programs, especially targeting the war on

drugs.

Once again, the Allegheny County Sheriff’s
Office is contributing manpower and equipment
from the Investigation Division to assist the Weed
and Seed Task Force in locating and apprehending
violent drug offenders ranging from major suppliers
to street-level dealers.

To date, 221 actors have been arrested by this task force.

In describing “Operation Weed and Seed” Attorney General William P. Barr stated that,
“Only an approach combining tough law enforcement with the economic and moral revitalization
of high-crime areas offers the prospect of a safer America. One of the critical structural
shortcomings of the past has been the failure to coordinate our social programs and integrate them
withlaw enforcement. The challenge for the *90s is to deploy and focus both our law enforcement
assets and our social resources—at the same time, at the same place, and the same mutually
reinforcing way.”

The Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office is proud to be an effective participant in striving
to meet this challenge.

INVESTIGATIONS AND ARRESTS: 1990, 1991, 1992

CLEARED
TOTAL BY

YEAR WORKED ARREST
1990 664 550
1991 605 471
1992 738 569
Totals 2,007 1,590

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION

The Communications Division is a multifaceted computerized operation maintained by
the Sheriff’s Office Communication Technicians, all of whom are skilled in diverse areas of
law enforcement technology. These areas include not only specialization in radio dispatch, but
also extensive knowledge of both the N.C.I.C. (National Crime Information Center) and
C.L.E.AN. (Commonwealth Law Enforcement Assistance Network) computer systems which
are vital to ensuring officer safety. The Communications Division operates 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, year-round.

The National Crime
filesforusein the daily opera-
including fugitive warrants,
sons, securities, missing per-

Information System maintains a variety of

tionsof amodemn law enforcement agency,

stolen guns and vehicles, wanted per-
sons, and criminal histories.

arrest warrants issued
Court of Common

All active criminal
by the Allegheny County

Pleas are kept on file in the Allegheny County
Sheriff’s Office Communications Di-
vision. Information obtained from

N.C.I1.C.,
Public Safety
System are essential
identification pro-

C.L.E.A.N. and the
Records Management
for completing the
cess of a wanted per-

son. Once the addi- tional identifying data
is gathered, itis then entered into the wanted
person file.

When a ‘ wanted person is ap-

prehended, the Com- ; i /7 munications Division
works closely with - e #/*~—.% the District Attorney’s
Office to determine the extradition status. This pro-
cedure guarantees the re- - turn of a fugitive from justice
who is apprehended outside of the Commonwealth of Pennsyi-
vania.

In accordance with the Protection From Abuse Act, the Allegheny County Sheriff’s
Office is the central registry for all final Protection From Abuse Court Orders issued by the
Family Division of the Court of Common Pleas. The orders and terms are recorded on the
County Integrated Criminal Information Computer System (L.C.1.S), and a copy of the original
orderiskeptonfile inthe Communications Division. Thisenablesalllaw enforcementagencies
within Allegheny County to access this crucial information at any given time.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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By state law, the Sheriff’s Office is responsible for performing a complete background
investigation on all citizens of the county who seek to purchase a firearm, or who apply to the
Sheriff’s Office for a permit to carry a concealed weapon. This process is accomplished via
N.CI1.C.and CLEEAN,

The Communications Division has been consistently successful in assisting the
Sheriff’s Office Investigation Division, the Greater Pittsburgh Fugitive Task Force and the
Weed and Seed Task Force with essential findings from the law enforcement computer systems.
This data is received in an accurate and timely manner allowing for the detection and
apprehension of wanted persons.

The Sheriff’s communication center acts as an interface to N.C.I.C. for numerous
offices, including the Allegheny County Courts, the District Justices, Constables, and the
Allegheny County Jail.

Having the ability to enter and retrieve information through our nation-wide computer
hook-up is an invaluable aid to the efficient operation of judicial services in Allegheny County.

The array of functions performed in the Communications Division has resulted in the
continued safety and welfare of not only the Deputy Sheriff, but also the residents of Allegheny
County.

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION STATISTICS, 1992

Other Traffic - Messages Received 326,642
Other Traffic - Messages Sent 258,150
Criminal History Reguests 70,966
Jail Lists 16,767
Firearm Purchases 17,493
Bureau of Motor Vehicle Inquiries 17,270
NCIC Entries: Wanted Persons 6,072
Criminal History Requests - Rap Sheets 7,714
Warrants Issued 5,665
Warrants Cancelled 5,067
Firearms Licenses - New 5,943
Firearms Licenses - Renewals 5,375
Warrants Cleared By Sheriff’s Office 1,648
Other Traffic - Administrative 1,960
Protection From Abuse Orders 1,395
House Arrests 719

Total Volume 748,846

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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ASSISTANCE TO
MUNICIPAL POLICE DEPARTMENTS

When a municipality hires a new police officer
to fill a vacancy on its police department, it is required by
law to send the new officer through a thirteen-week basic
police training program.

Obviously, the police department will be short-
handed for this thirteen-week period. Many of the
smaller police departments find this to be a severe
hardship. In such cases, the municipality may then
request that a Deputy Sheriff be assigned to its police
department for the three months that the police officer
will be in training.

In some cases, such as where a police depart-
ment wanted to send one of their police officers to
optional training, such as the F.B.I. Academy or to other
specialized classes, the Chiefs of Police have told us that, without our assistance, the officer would
not have been permitted to attend such training.

Whenever it is possible for us to do so, we are pleased to be able to assist the municipal
police departments in this manner.

(Attached to the end of this report is a representative sample of letters from Chiefs of
Police requesting the loan of a deputy. We have on file letters requesting the loan of a deputy
sheriff from virtually every Chief of Police from every city, borough and township in Allegheny
County.)

When a deputy replaces a municipal police officer, he serves and functions the same as
amunicipal police officer would. He fills a shift and has all of the same duties and responsibilities
that any other police officer would.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriflf Eugene L. Coon .
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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From the years 1974 through 1989, (the most recent year for which statistics are readily
available), the Sheriff’s Office expended 62,669 manhours in loaning deputy sheriffs to
municipal police departments. This is an average of 3,917 man-hours per year.

These statistics do not include requests for emergency assistance. We do not keep
statistics on the hundreds of hours each year that the Sheriff”s Office responds to requests from
Chiefs of Police for emergency assistance.

Emergency assistance frequently includes crowd control at concerts, sporting events and
other large gatherings. It should not be overlooked, nor canit be overemphasized that these types
of situations pose substantial danger of injury or even death to the local police officers trying to
control or contain an unruly crowd, given their limited manpower.

There is little doubt, based upon the hundreds of incidents we have been called upon to

respond to that we have been able to prevent serious injuries to police officers by being able to
respond to their requests for emergency assistance.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
AND CRIME PREVENTION

The Allegheny County Sheriff's Office is deeply committed to serving the residents of
Allegheny County in as many ways as possible with the limited personnel of the department. Tt
is our continued intention to provide the best possible service at the lowest possible cost without
sacrificing the quality of such services.

The Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office participation in Crime Prevention is quite
extensive.

For example, Deputy Sheriffs certified as Crime Prevention Officers teach Crime
Prevention to municipal police officers in their respective departments.

We also provide Crime Prevention programs, and technical assistance in setting up Crime
Prevention programs, to numerous organizations, corporations and small and large businesses.
These organizations include:

The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency; municipal police depart-
ments; all school districts in Allegheny County; Federal, State, County and Municipal agencies;
the Allegheny County Housing Authority; the Allegheny County Center for the Victims of
Violent Crime; the Allegheny County Police Training Academy; the Western Pennsylvania AAA
Motor Club; hospitals; colleges; community-based Crime Prevention organizations; community
clubs; organizations and associations, the Allegheny County Department of Aging, the Western
Pennsylvania Safety Council, the Federation of Allegheny County Aging Service Providers, and
the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of America.

Foremost among our many Community Relations/Crime Prevention programs is the
Sheriff’s Office “Billy the Talking Bicycle” program.

The Deputy Sheriff assigned to this program makes hundreds of appearances each year
at schools throughout the County, speaking on all aspects of child safety and Crime Prevention.

Thanks to the generosity of several area corporations, these appearances feature a unigue
bicycle, specially equipped with multiple blinking lights and a speaker which is connected to a
cassette tape player.

By changing cassettes, the program can be tailored to the age level of the audience. This
system allows the bicycle, “Billy the Bike”, to conduct the program with the “assistance” of a
Deputy Sheriff. Brochures on bike safety, as well as ones on Crime Prevention in general, are
given to the students to read and take home to their parents.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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X In addition, the Sheriff’s Office conducts the
Safety City Program at various shopping malls through-
out the County. Consisting of miniature houses, traffic
&, lanes, traffic signs, and signals, children are invited to
ride tricycles through the Safety City streets while
ey z receiving instructions from Deputies on proper safety

- procedures and the meaning of signs, signals, and road

markings.

]
A
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While the children are riding through Safety City,

parents are supplied with numerous brochures dealing

. \ -, with safety, covering topics such as child poisoning,
==t =Rl .. First Aid in the home and many others.

. On the average, more than 15,000 youngsters per
year throughout the County participate in these programs. The demand and popularity of these
presentations is evident by the large number of positive telephone calls throughout the year from
teachers, parents and students.

Every year there are hundreds killed and hundreds of thousands injured in this country
in accidents involving bicycles. The Sheriff’s Office is doing its part in Allegheny County to
instruct as many children as possible in safe bike-riding practices which can help avoid such
mishaps.

In addition, the Sheriff’s Office conducts several other programs on such topics as Drug
Abuse Prevention, Child Abduction, Firearms Safety, Rape Prevention, and Crime Prevention.
All of these programs are tailored for audiences of all ages and are presented to community
organizations and schools throughout the year.

Inrecent years, we have expanded our efforts to develop Crime Prevention programs that
are effective inreducing the incidence of crime through organized citizen involvement including
the physically and mentally challenged.

In addition to specific programs on Home and Apartment Security, Personal Safety,
Fraud and Bunco, Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens, and Corporate Crime Prevention
Strategies, we assist municipal police departments who wish to establish Crime Prevention or
Crime Watch Programs, and we assist the Allegheny County Housing Authority by conducting
periodic security surveys of all Senior Citizen high-rises operated by the Authority.

Altogether, these programs provide many beneficial services to all segments of Allegh-
eny County residents of various age groups on a broad range of Crime Prevention and safety
topics.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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THE SHERIFF'S RESERVE

The Allegheny County Sheriff’s Reserve is yet another example of an important community
service provided to all the citizens of Allegheny County by the Allegheny County Sheriff’s
Office.

The Sheriff’s Reserve is a well-trained, efficient, standby unit, ready and able to assist the
Sheriff’s Office in emergency situations. Since 1971, this organization has become a reserve
law-enforcement unit unsurpassed by any similar
component in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

The Sheriff’s Reserve consists of approxi-
mately 270 men and women who volunteer their time
when needed, and who purchase on their own all of
their uniforms and equipment. The operation of this
unit costs the taxpayers of Allegheny County noth-
ing. They come from all walks of life and from all
parts of Allegheny County.

Each member must pass a thorough personal
examination, undergo extensive training and pur-
chase his or her own uniforms and equipment. Train-
ing consists of a rigid police training curriculum
administered by certified professionals.

The Sheriff’s Reserve is most visible to the
public at parades and ceremonial functions. A con-
tingent of motorcycles and other vehicles manned by
Reserve personnel are to be found at many parades throughout the year.

In cooperation with the Coast Guard and the Fish and Game Commissions, Sheriff’s Reserve
Patrol Boats assist in the maintenance of order and safety procedures on the three rivers during
Regattas and other river-related activities.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
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Reserve personnel also assist the Sheriff’s Office in conducting numerous public educational
programs held in various communities year round. Bicycle Safety, Dangerous Drugs, Weapons
Awareness and Hunter Education are but a few of the presentations designed to provide
educational services to the public.

By far the most extensive activities of the Reserve in terms of man-hours are the crowd-
control services provided to local communities and to charitable organizations. This assistance
at carnivals, festivals, parades and other special events not only assures an added measure of
public safety, but also in many cases frees the use of local police officers for normal duties.

Many small communities would not be able to handle such events without this assistance, and
could certainly not afford the cost in man-hours of the services which the Sheriff’s Reserve
provides free of charge.

The man-hours involved in Reserve endeavors has nearly tripled since 1980. Inrecent years,
Reserve Deputies have averaged close to 20,000 man-hours per year providing services to
communities in virtually every part of Allegheny County.

While the citizens of Allegheny County derive numerous benefits from the activities of this
organization, the Allegheny County Sheriff”s Reserve isa totally self-supporting unit which costs
the taxpayers nothing. It is completely volunteer, and all funds spent are those of its members.

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Before the Judiciary Commiitee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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ATTACHMENT A

Representative samples
of letters from
Chiefs of Police
requesting assistance
from the
Allegheny County
Sheriff's Office.



Gateway View Plaza

1600 West Carson Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
{412} 255-2814

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

RALPH ©. PAMPENA
Chief of Police

Pennsulbania

May 3, 1989

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Allegheny County Court House
Room 111

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

I would Tike to take this opportunity to thank you for the
assistance you provided at the Grateful Dead Concert. As you
know from the news accounts of the incident, the event was out
of-hand for a brief time and put our officers at risk. OQur
original call for additional help was monitored by your person-
nel, and, as usual, they were on the scene within minutes ready
to help in any way possible. In addition to their initial re-
sponse, they remained on the scene with our personnel until- the
detail was secured.

This is a perfect example of the long-standing cooperation
between the Sheriff’'s Office and the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police.

Please convey my personal thanks to Chief Deputy John McNamara
and to the sergeant and deputies who responded.

Sincerely,

RALPH DJ PAMPENA, CHI%F

Pittsburgh Bureau of Police

RDP/jsv
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DEBARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY Assistant Suparintendents
BUREAL OF POLICE Raiph Yovetich
Robert E. Colville Albert L, Mills

SUPERINTENDENT 13 enn 5'9 .l. pan ia Hobert J. Call

James P. Curran

Qcteker 24, 1974

Zugene Coon, Sheriff

Sheriff's Office

County of Allechenu

Feerm 11X, Cousthouse

Pittsbturgh, Pennsylvania 15219 a/5 #200-74

Dear Skeriff Ccon:

Z am writing to express my aprreciation for the cooperation
afforded the Hcmicide Section of the Pittshurgh Bureau of Police by
Sergeant Oatneal and Deputies A1 Lecne and James Ward,

On Cctober 22, 1974, a2 teletyre bulletin was put out ¢on a one
Delores Smith and her zutomobile., This subject was wanted for the
shooting-murder of Domald Mitchell. Your deputies reccgnized the car
in guestion on the evening of Octorer 22, 1974, stopped this car and
eporehended the subject.

t is most encouvrzging to see this type of cooperation displayed
and we lock forward to a ccntinued relationship in all areas of mutual
COECSI'.- - .

T 77 Very truly yours,

T . -
. . -
‘- ’ S 'f, o ;"C/.
» -
ot e '
C :"". T . f = u -

Rokert J., Coll, A/Sugerintendent
Investigaticns Branch
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376 Freeport Road

GEORGE P. BUCHA January 9, 1989 Pittsburgh, PA 15238
CHIEF OF POLICE Office: (412) 828-4141
Radio. {412) 961-0600

Honorable Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Allegheny County

Room 111 Court House

Pittsburgh, Penna. 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon

The Blawnox Police Dept. has been working for the pass ten

{(10) weeks withoust a day off due to the fact a police officer whom
we hired August 1988 terminated his employment as a police officer
in November 1988, This leaves us with a Chief(myself) and two (2)
police officers to work the threes daily shifts seven days a week
without any days off. ‘

The Mayor and Council are in the process of interveiwing the other
remaining candidates from the civil service list of April 1988 to
see if they can fill the police officer position., If none of these
people are picked then it would be April 1989 before civil service
tests would be given for the police officer position.

In the past we have called on you for assistance and I feel it is
necessary to ask for your help again. If possible Gene I would
appreciate for now a Deputy Sheriff to work two(2) days a week
Saturday and Sunday., This would allow for the time being one of the
three officers to have off a weekend off until we see what direction
Boro Council is taking in hiring a police officer. Gene if by some
chance we have to wait untll April 1989 for Civil Service to retest I
would be getting back to you and would most likely be requesting a Deputy
Sheriff five days a week to work our reqular police schedule until

a police officer is hired.

Thanking you in advance for any consideration you can give us in

this matter.
Sincerely

e
George P Bucha

~L e m a1l
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EIIHII ﬁnlit’e Egpatthnt Telephone
BOROUGH OF AVALON 761-0352

640 California Avenve
WALON, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLYANIA 15202

February 7, 1989

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Room 111

County Courthouse
Pittsburgh, PA. 15219
Dear Sheriff Coomn:

Once again I must request assistance from your depart-
ment. A new officer will be attending the Police Academy hz-
ginning February 14 for the required thirteen weeks. One of

=
our senior officers had shoulder surgery January 31 and his length
of recuperation may run into two or three months.

Could a Deputy Sheriff be assigred to us for the thir-
teen week period? Your immediate attention to this rmatter would

be greatly appreciated. Thank vou.

Sincerely,
\ e }( Vi;gﬁﬂhﬁ—“fﬂv*~h/f

<%SJohn J. Downey

CHIEF OF POLICE

JJT :mmh

(5 Tt ¥ ik
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CRAFTON BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15205
Phone: 921-2014
April 10, 1989

Eugene L. Coon, Sheriff
County of Allegheny
Court House
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219

Dear Sir:

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks and the thanks
of the entire department for the use of Deputy William Hershberger during the
period of my absence. By having Deputy Hershberger here we were able to avoid
overtime and maintain our usual rotation allowing the men to have their regular

pass days and shifts.

As has been the case in the past, Deputy Hershberger proved once again
that he is totally professional and readily adapted to our routine and our
personnel. Deputy Hershberger had served our department in the past, and

once again did his outstanding job for our department and our community.

It is a pleasure to know that Deputy Hershberger was, and we hope is
available to us. Please express our gratitude and thanks to him for a job

well~done.

Thanks for your assistance, If we can be of service to you or your

department, please feel free to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Yoslitt
Hareld A. Rost, Jr/

Chief of Police
Borough of Crafton
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Borough of Green Tree
Police Department

978 Greentree Road ® Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15220

John R. Bonassi Telephone: {$12) 921-1110
MAYOR (412) 922-3600

Timothy P. Logue

CHIEF OF POLICE

August 18, 1988-

Sheriff Eugene L. Coon

Allegheny County Sheriff's Office
111 Courthouse

Fifth and Grant

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and
the members of your Police Department that responded to our
request for assistance on Tuesday, August 16, 1988 at the
Parkway Center Complex. The situation, in my opinion, was
extremely volatile. We had approximately 110 construction
workers from two (2) different unions at odds with each other,
armed with such items as chains, boards with nails through themnm,
hammers and pipes.

Without the assistance of the Departments on our radio
hook-up, I do not believe that the confrontation could have
been resolved as it was; peacefully, with no one being injured.

On behalf of the Mayor, members of Council and our
Police Department, I would again like to thank you and hope
some day we may be of assistance to your Departmént and
Community.

Yours truly,

- ?
gaa-/aal b a'f
Timothy P. Logue, Chief
Green Tree Police Dept.

TPL/nr

A Home Rule Municipality - 1975
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\ KENNEDY TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

. A
AN 340 Forest Grove Road, Coraopolis, Pa. 15108

Fa N - .
ui')’ii}l v
1f Y (%]
%
=7 \L\‘ o
., I.:;\I' "
P rd -
Yoo o
\ e/” 'Yh, 53 August 29, 1988
OFFICEOF = '\
THE CHIEF OF POLICE
331-8184

Sheriff Eugene Coon
County Court House, Room 111
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon,

I am requesting a Deputy Sheriff to cover Kennedy
Township on September 9, 1988.

Kennedy Township officers are scheduled to qualify
on the firing range at the Police Academy on this date.

If possible, I would appreciate Deputy Richard Fersch
for the detail. Deputy Fersch has assisted Kennedy Township
on numerous occasion's and is familiar with our streets and
residents. Deputy Fersch is also an excellent officer and
is a credit to your department. Please advise as soon as
possible if you are able to comply with my request.

Sincerely,
Chief Samuel J. ‘arpa !
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STOWEAA‘%2 OWNSHIP

POLICE DEPARTMENT &3
STEPHEN HOMER - Chief of Police
1301 ISLAND AVENUE . McKEES ROCKS, PENNSYLVANIA 15136 %

2 (412) 331-4010 / 331-4011 / 331-4012

angust 24, 1988

Sheriff -Fugene Coon

Alleghenv County Sheriff's Office
Room 111 Court House
Pittsburgh, Pennsvivania 15219

Dear Gehe, /

I am requesting the use of one (1) of your Deputy Sheriff on Friday,
September 16, 1988 to work the 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. shift so, that the
members of the Stowe Township Police Department can go to the Allegheny
County Police Academy to cualify on the Firing Range.

- o
2L
- s

" ~Stephen” H;?v/ v
Chief of POlice
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Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
Room 111
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

\ﬁ}}

TOWNSHIP OF WEST DEER
POLICE DEPARTMENT
DONALD SIMONETT! - CHIEF
Phanes Office 265-1100 Radio 443-7844

« . MUNICIPAL BULDING
_BOX 2, Russeiiton, PA 15076

Lot
AR

May 6, 1988

&g“ﬂ

This Department is requesting the assistance of Sheriff Jerry Hanlon on May 20, 1988
to cover our 3 p.m. till 11 p.m. shift.

All of our Officers will be attending the Police Academy for firearms qualification.
Sheriff Hanlon has assisted this Department many times and is very familiar with
the Township. This will be a vital asset to us while we are at the Academy.

Please get back to me as soon as possible in regard to this.

Thanking you in advance,

EZ;;( é#ainAafzjéz: ‘

Don Simonetti, Chief
West Deer Police

/mam
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DONALD G. LOFGREN
CHIEF OF POLICE

e I
o e

RICHLAND TOWNSHIP
BUREAU OF POLICE

i /—z%/’

TELEPHONE.
MUNICIPAL BLDG., 4011 DICKEY ROAD Emergency. 443-7844

GIBSONIA, PA. 13044 Office: 443-7848

April 15, 1988

Sheriff Eugene L. Coon
111 Court House
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Sheriff &ctn, /Leree

I have received the honor of acceptance to the National Academy by the Federal
Bureau of Investigations training program. I must report to Quantico, Virgina
on June 26th, and I will graduate September Sth.

Richland Township has never had an officer granted acceptance to this program.
I, as well as the Richland Township Board of Supervisors, are looking forward
to this training, and value my attendance at this program.

My absence is going to present a problem in providing adequate scheduling
for shift ooverage. 1In addition, scheduling problems will be campounded
by attempting to facilitate vacation leave and possible unforeseen absences
such as sick time.

I wish to request, and would greatly appreciate if yon could provide us
with a replacement patrol officer for this eleven week time period. We
have received assistance from the Sheriff's Office on many occasions, but
we have never requested assistance for such an extended period. I am hopeful
you can accomnodate this request.

In addition, if you are able to assist us on this matter, I would like to
request Deputy Sheriff Jerry Hanlon. Jerry is familiar with the area and
has expressed an interest in working this detail. However, if you are
unable to assign him, I am confident in any individual you would assign
to us.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter and I shall await your reply.

Sincerely,

Donald G. Lofgren
Chief of Police

DGLsmsn
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Polics and Fire Depts. Administrative Office

431-3164 and 431.3165 431.8107
BOROUGH OF MOUNT OLIVER y {
{INCORPORATED NOVEMBER 9, 1892} / /
County of Allegheny - State of Pennsylvania

MUNICIPAL BUILDING — 150 BROWNSVILLE ROAD
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15210

Council Meets Third Monday of Each Month
ke B
January 2, 1978

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Sheriff's Office
Court House

5th & Ross Sts.
Pgh., Pa. 15219

Dear 3Sir:

Recently, in the Borough of Mt, Oliver, we have had some vandalism on a
rather-large scale in the business district at night. This vandalism is being
caused by some very defiant juveniles in the area. The glass damage is concen-
trated in a certain area where they can hurl rocks or red bricks and disappear
up a side alley to an adjoining street. They have rocks on the roofs in some
areas which they seem to control and have even broken out two windows in the
Police Van while the officers were inside. Also, pellet guns were used to
shoot out the windows in the Borough Building.

Qur present force consists of nine men, .including theChief of Police,
Therefore, this limits our ability to handle the situation.

We would like some assistance from your Department if you have men to
spare between 10:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M. in the area. Just a visible patrol
vehicle would make these vandals realize that we are not alone in owr efforts
to apprehend them.

Saturday, December 30, 1978, we had a very serious confrontation between

our police and these vandals,
Si cerezfurs: /
M/ *

John V. Hindmarch
Chief of Police
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Smnh Mayar o~ “, Hilda A. Wtiss, Secretary Zappale & Zoppala, Sehewor

COUNCI \\) s E
‘rchard € Jackson, m;.a.m %Utﬂugb ut Elamnnx . . Eng

ey Witss. Vice-President AAXMASLBIA0:, Chuef of Polica

\linm Adamsky George Bucha
cheiT i Allegherry Gouncty / y
me;“;?“ﬁim.u..eu. 378 FREKPORT ROAD/ / 7(

BLAWNOX, PITTSBURGH, PA. 15238

W January 5, 1976 E

F 27

Honorable Sheriff Eugene L. Coon A
Allegheny County
Room 111 Court House
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219
SR T

Dear Sheriff Cooun: ;Sfmz_a,r.hfhkfx\

-f | .\“ .":_.-','-J' =, " Sy
Recently Michael J,. Belottz,-Ch;ef*of*Ponce of Blawnox Borough
Police Department retired-from his' posxtion and left a vacancy

o . 1‘,:‘ ":" I?‘W;".\__.m?::w' [ \\' =

in our departmegf ';-nkfgz;h:*f??Fﬂﬂhnfi‘%f'“‘
¥ oo T D e P 2o

This retirement has caused~a seriods-problem in the work schedule

of our policemen in Blawnox -Bofough. Normally we have & four man

police force, "This enables 'us_to have a man working each of the

three dsily shifts and one man off-duty. - However, with only three

police offlcers we must: work-seven*days week with no time off,
_:_"::'.-r“-?:‘\ "h-.\";:'_a!’_ " l.-w"‘\': i

The Mayor and Borough Counczl have appoznted -me Chief of Police

and they are making: ~every effort-to hire’aSnew police officer as

soon as possible, 1I- expect.the new’ pollce ‘officer to be hired by

the middle of February. a'é\ ;L’“‘*ﬁL i Lo
'\ // =y ‘j-lf”—;:ai 4 Ao-.'; ?3’%:%’::-’;&:‘3“-‘ :n' ‘vdj

In the past we have -called on you’for _assiStance and I feel it is
necessary to ask for;your help ~againiy’_ . Iwould appreciate the secvice
of one of your deputies until' a.new "police officer is hired and can

be partially trained by Working shifts.with our veteran police officers,
1 feel sure the hiring and training of this man would not exceed

March 1, 1977,

Thank you in advance for any consideration you can give us in this
matter.

Sincerely,
N
£ 2
George P. Bucha
Chief of Police

GPB:hu
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A g-145C
Al

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
BOROUGH OF ETNA

437 BUTLER STREET ETNA, PGH., PA, 15223
Phone: 961-0600 — 781.827)

I

Antheny Damiano
Mayor
Gabriet Pagliaro
Chairman of Police

Ronald Harris
Chief of Police

s 17

August 7, 1986

Sheriff Eugene Coon

Allegheny County Sheriffs Dept.
Allegheny County Court House
Grant St.

Pgh. Pa. 15219

Dear Gene,

On September 3, 1986 I have a patrolman startlng the
Police Academy for his mandatory training.

I would consider a great favor if you would assign one
of your deputies to assist my department during this period.

FZna Efg Q:rs ,

Ronald C. Harris
Chief of Police

P.S. The Eina Borough Council is presently drafting a pro-
clamation, thanking you for your help during the May 30,
1886 flood. p)

I personally however thank you, the fine men under
your command, for a job well done.
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Borough of Blatomox
Folice Bepartment

'GEORGE P. BUCHA, CHIEF OF POLICE

376 FREEPORT ROAD
PITTSBURGH. PA. 15238

March 24, 1983 1412) 828-4141

_%'/5 ,é.a%'z

Honorable Sheriff Eugene Coon
County of Allegheny

Room 111 Courthouse
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Dear. Sheriff Coon:

The Allegheny County Police Academy have scheduled
a "Breathalyzer Operator” course at the Academy and my two (2)
officers are scheduled for the course on June 6-10, 1983 from
9:00 A, M, to 5:00 P. M, daily. Gene, it is important for me
to have these officers certified as Breathalyzer Operators to
elliviate me having to call an off duty officer out during
the middle of the night to run the Breathalyzer machine.
With two (2) men going to the Academy, that only leaves myself
and another officer to work the five CS) days at twelve (12)
hrs. per day while these officers are attending classes.

Gene, what I'm asking of you once again, is that if
you could assist me by having one of your Deputy Sheriff's
work the 3:00 P.M, - 11:00 P,M, shift from June 6 thru June 10,
1983. . '

Thanking you in advance Gene, for any consideration
you can give me in this matter.
. Sincerely, ...
(...-- -7 ’y, } ".D\ (‘l
aterga TN
S e ——

:;George P, Bucha,
Chief of Police

GPB:hu
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782-1403 961-0600

O’HARA TOWNSHIP
‘/ Department of Public Safety //
POLICE DEPARTMENT

SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLiCE
RAYMOND A, SCHAFER. JR.

:{j. OFFIGE PHONK POLICE RADIO
¥

325 FOX CHAPEL ROAD PITTSBURGH. PA. 15238

April 19, 1977

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Allegheny County
Pittsburgh, Penna. 15219
Dear Sheriff Coon:

I am reguesting the assistance of ope Deputy for my
department from July 10%, 1977 through September 25&, 1977.

I have been accepted to atternd the F.B. I. National
Academy during this time.

Your help in the past has been most appreciated.

Thank you,

ond A. Schafer, Jr.
ugerintendent of Police

e~
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/) Q]
VA Ross Township Z\\

Department of Public Safety

EARL K. GRABENSTEIN MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Superintendent of Police Perry Highway and Center Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15229 ’

aég Phane: 3667600

May 2, 1979

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Allegheny County Court House
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

I am writing in regard to a situation presently existing
in our Township that was discussed in detail yesterday,
May 1, 1979, between Captain Nick Manno of your office and
Lt. Guthrie of this department.

Undoubtedly, Captain Manno has informed you of & near
riot situation we were confronted with last Saturday night
{Sunday morning) when a very large disorderly crowd, holding
a beer party, was repeatedly ordered to digperse. Upon their
refusing, we requested assistance from the Pittsburgh Police
Department and were informed they were not permitted to respond.
It then became necessary to request all available assistance
fram surrocunding communities. The end result being an injured
officer, damage to a police wvehicle and threats made on an officer :
and his family's life. As a result, it has become necessary for
us to fumish around-the-clock police protection for: the officer
and his family.

There is a possibility of another large party wifhin the
next couple week-ends as we have raceived information to that
effect, and we have no intentions of allowing this type of 2
situation to repeat itself.

If it should become necessary for us to request assistance
from your deoartment, T would aporeciate all the available man-
power that you would be able to provide.

With warm regards,

- K. GRABENSTEIN
ot. of Police
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PORT AUTHORITY OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

Beaver and Island Avenues
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15233

{412) 237.7000 November 18, 1986

Mr. Eugene L. Coon
Sheriff, Allegheny County
Court House - Room 111
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Gene:

Since Jaauary 1, 1986 to present daze,’ :he.re were twenty-four Port Authority
Operators assaulted while on duty.

. Due to excellent pelice work of the Deputy Sheriffs and Port Authority Police,
there were twenty-six arrests for these assaults. All cases were cleared by arrest
on each assault.

Just wanted to make you aware of the professional work being done by your deputies.
They work and have excellent rapport with Port Authority Police and all other municipal
police officers.

Thank your men for a job well done. We work well together.

Sincerely,

e

Richard J. Ehland
Chief of P.A.T. Police

RJE/1s

ce: Chief McMNamara
Mr. Paul P. Skoutelas
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EMSWORTH POLICE DEPARTMENT
171 CENTER AVENUE
EMSWORTH, PITTSBURGH, PA. 15202

: Oftice of Chief of Police
June 273 1972

Sherifif Eugene Coon
County Court House
Pgh. Pa. 15219

Dear Sheriff_Coon:

I want express the appreciation of the Boro Of Emsworth and myself
for the assistance rendered by the men from your office during the recent
flood emergencg. On Friday, June 23, aporoximately 5' of water on the
Ohio River Boulevard (Rt 65), made it necessary to close the road and
detour.traffic over local streets. I called Captain Manno and requested
two men %o work traffic detall on the midnight to 8:00 A.M. shifs. .
Deputys William Bailey and Ron Schuster reported here and spent a chilly,
wet, miserable night directing traffic. This gave our Police, both the
regular men and the Auxillary, a chance to get some needed rest and start
Ifresh on Saturday.

Fortunately, the water receded and by 10:00 P.M, Saturday, we were-
able to re~open the highway and no furthed assistance was needed. Again,
I would like to say Thanks, and remain

Sincerely,-

-

Herman Pappert Jre.
Chief of Police

) C"(-
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May 26, 1987 RE: C#1540-87 File: I-

Mr. Eugene L. Coon
Sheriff

Allegheny County

111 Courthouse

S5th & Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15220

Dear Sheriff Coon:

On April 8, 1987, at approximately 1600 Hours, a Conrail
train reported several juveniles throwing stones at new
automeobiles being transported in the consist of the train
as it passed through the Homewood section of Pittsburgh.

A Conrail Police Officer responded and spotted the youths
walking away £f£rom the area and attempted to apprehend them.
The youths fled and the Allegheny County Sheriff's Department
was contacted for assistance since the area is boarded by

the Allegheny County Port Authority Busway.

Deputy Sheriff M.J. Scherbanic responded and assisted in

the capture and transportation of one of the youths. During
questioning in the presence of the youth's mother, he admitted to
the vandalism and identified the second juvenile. Deputy

Scherbanic assisted the Conrail Officer and proceeded to locate
and question the second acter.

Due to Deputy Scherbanic's assistance and cooperation, criminal
charges of Criminal Trespass and Criminal Mischief were lodged

against the juveniles and restitution in the amount of $500.00

for broken windows is being regquested.

Please express to Deputy Scherbanic my sincere gratitude for his
professional assistance and obvious cencern. His actions and
quick response reflect most favorably upon the entire Allegheny
County Sheriff's Department. If there is any way our department
can assist you in the future, please feel free to contact me.

Police Department

15 N. 32nd Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

(215)596-2029

cc: Mr. Joseph F. 0'Neill- Director-Police

CONSOLIDATED faiL CORPORATION
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MONROEVILLE — A Home Rule Charter Municipality

2700 MONROEVILLE BOULEVARD & MONROEVILLE, PA_ 15148-2308 { (412) §56-T111

John A, Danzilii, Jr.

“RESIDENTIAL RESEARCH CENTER OF THE NATION™

Public Safery Director

John Garofolo
Chief of Police
\

HOME OF: o Bitwminous Coal Resasrch » Koppers Co. Aasearch Laboratones o ULS. Stewl Research Center

March 13, 1987

Allegheny County Sheriff's Qepartment
ATTENTION: Eugene Coon

grant Street - First Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks
and gratitude to the Allegheny County Sheriff’s Department and to all
the police officers from your department responding to the incident at
the Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge on March 7, 1887,

Your quick response in coming 1o the aid of the Monroeville Police
Department during a potentially dangerous situation is truly
appreciated by me personally, the Public Safety Director and of course,
all officers lnvelved with the situation,

Again, thank you for your support and I am sure that this incident
will be a reminder that team work is advantageous to all concerned.

1, in the future, 1 can be of service to you or to your
department, please do not hesitate to ¢all upon me,

Tours truly,
MONROEYILLE POLICE BEPARTMENT
L .
J}r{ﬂb‘ A504§§4‘;VV//

John Garofolo,
Chief of Police

J6/x4

e Weatmghouse Nucissr Center
Equat Oppostunity Municipality
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OFFICK PHONE POLICE RADIO
782-1403 961-0600

O'HARA TOWNSHIP
Department of Public Safety
POLICE DEPARTMENT

SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE
RAYMOND A. SCHAFER, JR.

325 FOX CHAPEL ROAD PITTSBURGH. PA. 13238

February 4, 1976

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Allegheny County
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

I want to call your attention to the excellent urgent
assistance we received from two of your men, Deputy Brasso
and Deputy Juran, on Monday, January 26, 1976 regarding the
tragic brutal double murder in O'Hara: Township.

You have a relieved feeling knowing that there are men
of high calibre such as Robert Brasso and Sam Juran available
to give emergency assistance when needed %o smaller depart-~
ments such as mine., Thanks to a great Allegheny County
Sheriff Department.

Very truly yours,

7oAl .

ond A, Schafer, Jr.
uperintendent of Police

BAS ,Jr./rw

cc: Robhert Brasso
Sam Juran
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JOSEPH M, KLETCH
CHIEF OF POLICE

MUNICIPALITY OF BETHEL PARK

POLICE DEPARTMENT
5100 West Library Avenue
Bathel Park, Pennsylvama 15102
Telephone 833-2000

Area Code 412
B31-6855

September 25, 1986

Eugene L. Coon, Sheriff
Allegheny County

Court House - Room 111
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

I am writing this letter to express my gratitude
and to compliment two (2} of your QOfficers who assisted us
in solving a major theft in Horne's Department Store at
South Hills Village.

Detectives, Sgt, John Best]and James Tully exhibited
a professional attitude and dismeanor throughout this investi-
gation and without this determined effort this case would
probably still be listed as open in our files.

I want to thank you personally for providing us
with such excellient back-up personnel and, as always, it is
a pleasure to work with the Members of your Department. If
I can be of any assistance to you, please don't hesitate to
call.

Respectfully,

0 ) WYL

M. Kletch
gf of Police

JMK:iv
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i
} BOAFRD OF COLWISSIONERS

P ral A £ My FEe .
i township of FINN HILLS Sl w3 MICHESNEY, U
LJT- Presmeal
N MUMICIPAL BUILDING CUARLLS L writiamg
Yoog Pres gant
12245 FRANKSTOWN ROAD « PENN HILLS, PA. 15235 ALVIN 5 MERARILL
412 795-3500 AONALD E GRINDER
RCOGER SEBASTIAN
JOHN 7. BRADY

WILLIAM J. PATELLOS
JOSERH T. LEPOVSKY

ALFAED €. IRELAND
June 14, 1971

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Court House

Ross Street
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

The Board of Commissioners of the Towmship of Penn Hills wishes to
express its gratitude and sincere appreciation for the outstanding
duties that your officers performed during the school crisis. We
are in hopes that this letter of commendation can be duplicated and
made a part of their respective personnel jackets.

We commend the officers for their outstanding professional approach
to police security, protection, their knowledge of their profession
and their restraint and exceptional control during a very tedious,
trying and nerve~wracking situvation. These men have showm a true
professional approach to police work.

To all those responsible for helping us, we are truly grateful.

i e

William H, McChesney, Jr.
Acting Towmship Manager

n

c:“/Lt. Joseph Blazevich
Lt. Louis Manne .

POLICE OEPARTMENT JONALD T, Q'CONNOR ALEX MUTCHINSON PHYLLIS T, KERNICK
412 793-3000 20th Flooe, Fnck Building 508 Rebecca Avenua I::au,:t‘- ::" Cotiaciar
M2 242-6453 Pittsturgh, Pa. 15219 Putistrismh Do axsae


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle


COUNCImEN

WILLIAM A. LINN, SR., Presidemt
JOHN HAMILTON, Vies President
Jagk Davis

Robert McKelvey

Fronk Miller

Garolyn Sakos

William Wallace

ggwasagsgs g&m:sc;né Maror RICHARD ZELEINIK, Soliciter
AM ief of Police .
DONALD E. GADD, Treosurar 207 Richlond Avenus

THOMAS BARLOW, Tux Collacter Dravosburg, Pa. 15034
RUTH KANTNER A, J, POSTELLON, Engineer
Secretary and Wage Tax Collecter 1726.A Lincoln Highway
455-5100 North Veriailles, Pa.

BOROUGH OF DRAVOSBURG
) POST OFFICE BOX 37
DRAVOSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 15034

Cauncil Meets: Second Monday of each menth ot 7:30 p.m. Municipai Building, McClure Street

August 21, 197h

Sheriff Cocn
Courthouse
Pitisburgh, Pa,
Dear Sheriff Coon:
I would like to thank you for the assistance
you gave us dusing the recent riots in the

Berough of Dravosburg,.

Howard =. Thorpson
Hayor
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PHOME
OFFICE 766-6164

Borough of Belleoue

537 BAYNE AVENUE
SELLEVUE, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15202

September 8, 1987

Sheriff Gene Coon
Allegheny County Courtchouse
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219

Dear Gene:

On behalf of the other elected officials of Bellevue Borough and other
cictizens and offieials of the North Boroughs, please accept my sincerest
thanks for your efforts to help us address the traffic problem on Ohio
River Boulevard. While police agencies of the North Boroughs assess the
. situation and conditions with Stage officials, the presence of your
officers and the inherent publicity have caused the drivers using Ohio
River Boulevard to exercise caution and care. Caution and care are so
needed on this dangerous roadway.

You and your depﬁrtm&ut have always been responsive to the concerns and
needs of the Norch Boroughs. We thank you again for your assistance as
we face the solving of this problem.

Very truly yours,

ates F. Hirsch

ce: Bellevue Council
Bellevue Police Chief .
Avalon Mayor, Council and Chief
Ben Avon Mayor, Council and Chief
Emsworth Mayor, Council and Chief
Kilbuck Towmship Supervisors and Chief
The Pittsburgh Press North
The Post Gazette North
The Citizen
Suburban Life
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Chief of Police
JOHN J. DOWNEY

Apalon Baolice Bepartment Teiephone

BOROUGH OF AVALON 761-0352
440 California Avenue
AYALON, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLYANIA 15202

September 9, 1987

Sheriff Eugene Coon
Allegheny County Courthouse
_Pittsburgh, PA. 15219

Dear Sheriff Coon:

Please accept my sincere appreciation for your
support and assistance with the patrol of State Route 65,
the Ohio River Boudlevard.

The presence of your men and vehicles has helped
greatly to slow the speeders on this roadway.

Thank you again for your immediate response to the
concern of Avalon Borough and the other municipalities along
Okio River Boulevard. .

ez Sincerely, Y
. <
,Nicholas J. Grande

Mayer, Avalon Borough

NJG ; mmh


ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

ciori
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle


RECEIVED

COST

NUMBER OF PAGES/TAPES

COPIES SENT TO:

PERSON/TITLE LOCATION DATE SENT

ﬁf MLF/ﬁ las. Z/oA M foa-T3
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