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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: This is the. 

oversight hearing on county sheriffs. I'm Tom 

Caltagirone from Rorks County. I would like the 

members and staff to introduce themselves for the 

record. 

REPRESENTATIVE YANDRISEVITS: 

Representative Yandrisevits from Northampton County. 

REPRESENTATIVE MASLAND: Al Masland from 

Cumberland County. 

REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: Kathy 

Manderino from Philadelphia County. 

MS. MILAHOV: Galina Milahov, Research 

Analyst. 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER: Ropresentalive 

Rebcr from Montgomery County. 

MR. DUNKLEBERGF.R: Paul Dunkleborgor from 

Republican staff. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: As part of the 

duties of the Judiciary Committee, one of the things 

I've tried to do over the years is to bring a closer 

working relationship of court employees, officers of 

the court. We're going to be meeting with the clerk of 

courts and the Prothonotaries in the future. We have 

the president judges, the Common Pleas judges. Last 

week we met with the district justices, and I think 
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i t K,s important for us in the policymaking and lawmaking 

aroa of government to establish a close working 

relationship with those offices in the county, a better 

working relationship to find out what their problems 

are and whether or not we created more problems with 

some of the laws that we pass, to establish a good 

working dialogue and have an exchange like this, and I 

think this may have been one of first times that we've 

had the sheriffs in a forum like this so that we could 

exchange points of view, and with that T'd like to open 

it vjp. 

Don't feel constrained by any formal 

guidelines. There are none. We're looking for 

information. We're looking for some thoughts on how we 

can better improve our operation of government and how 

we can work with you, and if you would like to start 

off, we'll start off with Sheriff Forrest Seibring. 

MR. SETBRTNG: Okay, in reply to the 

communication that was mailed to us, T tried to put 

together here a package on duties and roles of the 

sheriff, so I'm going to read a brief statement and 

then T wish if you had any questions or whatever that I 

could possibly try to answer them. 

The sheriff, as a peace officer under 

criminal procedure, as a peace officer, the sheriff is 
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responsible for maintaining order throughout: the county 

and for preserving and quelling riots and uprisings. 

These duties were ones of major importance. Today ho 

shares this responsibility u/ith State and local police 

officers. Ho makes arrests both with and without 

warrants, may execute civil warrants, may seize illegal 

property or property used in violation of the law and 

may remove certain nuisances on a court order. The 

sheriff has certain responsibilities in extradition 

procedure. He issues firearms license and has special 

law enforcement duties under certain general codes of 

law such as the Dog Law, the fish law, and the Military 

Code. 

It's the duty of the sheriff to keep the 

peace. The general powers of a peace officer. From 

the earlier days the sheriff has been a peace officer. 

It has been his responsibility to keep the peace, to 

apprehend those who fail to keep the peace, and to 

protect law-abiding citizens. Originally, the sheriff 

was the major and sometimes the sole law enforcement 

officer in the county. From time to time other 

officers have been established with certain law 

enforcement duties. These include police even in the 

cities, boroughs, townships, and the State Police who 

also act within the county where the sheriff has 
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jurisdiction. These, offices under ordinary 

circumstances relieve the sheriff of most, if not all, 

of the responsibilities for keeping the peace and 

maintaining order. The district attorney of the 

county, with the detectives who work under him, as well 

as the local and State Police, undertake a great deal 

of criminal investigation. However, the sheriff is 

still the chief law enforcement officer of the county 

and has full powers as criminal investigating 

officials. The sheriff still possesses a number of 

general peace powers and often has need to exorcise 

them. Some of those powers are under the old common 

law and it would be difficult to find precise statutory 

authority for the sheriff to use themselves. This 

includes the general powers to keep the peace and to 

prevent riot and insurrection. 

In Monroe County, we're very much 

involved with the court on a day-to-day basis, as we 

spoke here before we started. We serve all of the 

warrants that come out of the court, serve all of the 

court orders, and assist the local and State Police on 

a day-to-day basis with their duties, as well as our 

duties. And we have a very cooperative effort in 

Monroe County. We collect fines and costs from time to 

time for domestic relations for the court or whatever, 
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but it would appear from just what" we talked about 

briefly here that wo all. have the same problem. We 

have the indigents in the county that seem to owe us 

the money. And how are we going to get it? We are in 

a process right now of starting a community-based work 

release program. T think on the county level as well 

as the State level it's a matter of finance, and how 

much can we afford to do? 

And that's basically what I have. Tf you 

have any questions, I'd be glad to try to answer. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Let's open it up 

to the committee. 

Questions? 

MR. DUNKLEBERGER: Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Yes, go ahead. 

BY MR. DUNKLEBERGER: 

Q. Hi, Forrest. 

A. How are you doing? 

Q. You stated in here that sheriffs have 

full police powers or have certain police powers. 

A. Yes. 

Q. In the court case Commonweallh vs. — was 

it: Lee? 

A. Leet. 

Q. That courts ruled that, sheriffs are not 
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por SG law enforcGme.nl: officers with arrest: powers. 

Would you try to clear that up for me? 

A. I'm going to let our attorney answer 

that. He'll give it to you in better answer than T. 

MR. JOHNSON: Hank Johnson, solicitor for 

the Sheriffs Association. 

That, was the case of Commonwealth vs. 

Lect, Armstrong County, which held only that sheriffs 

were not empowered to enforce the Motor Vehicle Code, 

and that's all that that case held, and that is 

presently on appeal to the Supreme Court and we're 

expecting a decision any day from the Supreme Court. 

Does that answer your question, sir? 

BY MR. DUNKLEBERGER: (Of Mr. Johnson) 

Q. Yes, it does somewhat. Just the Motor 

Vehicle Code? Was there — I guess it didn't address 

the issue of the Crimes Code? 

A. Everyone ought to read that dissenting 

opinion. That was a 4 to 3 decision, and the 

dissenting opinion is probably the best article written 

on sheriff's powers in existence. The Justices took 

various briefs that were filed and pulled them all 

together in a real fine article, and the gist of 1 he 

dissenting opinion is that, the sheriff was a 

constitutional officer, always has been a 
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constitutional officer, and under the laws that were 

and are on the books, u/hatcvor powers a sheriff 

possessed at common law remained his under the 

Constitution. And no law can fake those powers away. 

A legislature may add to those powers, but they can't 

decrease those powers. And the dissenting opinion goes 

through the history of all this, cites laws that the 

legislature passed and makes reference in its opinion 

to where they repealed certain laws, they always were 

careful not. to repeal sections involving the sheriff, 

in recognition of the fact that he was a constitutional 

officer and they could not take away his power. That 

dissenting opinion, as I've stated, is probably one of 

the best articles written on sheriff's powers in 

Pennsylvania that exists to date. 

Q. Let mo pose a hypothetical situation. Tf 

a sheriff sees, let's say, a drunken driver going down 

the road, swerving or whatever, does he have the power 

to pull him over and make a DUT arrest? 

A. That's a violation of the Motor Vehicle 

Code and at this time, until the Supreme Court acts, I 

would say that the sheriff should not do that because 

until Superior Court is overruled, that's the law of 

the land. So my answer to you would be that he has the 

power as a citizen to do that. If he uses his office 
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as sheriff to do that, T would suspect that tho 

arrestee could probably get out of that as a bad 

arrest.. 

Q. Okay. Thank you. 

MR. DUNKLEBERGER: One last thins. I 

would just like to thank the Sheriffs Association and 

particularly Forrest for all the help he's given this 

committee and particularly to me. I call him numerous 

times with questions and he gets back to me right away, 

so thank you. 

MR. SEIBRTNG: Lot me just, if T may, 

when you talk about the hypothetical position, you have 

two uniformed deputy sheriffs driving down the road and 

some little girl steps off of a stopped school bus and 

a drunken driver hits her and it's a sad day in 

Pennsylvania when those two uniformed deputy sheriffs 

cannot stop that car and arrest that guy under the 

Motor Vehicle Code. We can arrest for murder, we can 

arrest for burglary, and none of that has ever been 

questioned and we do that, on a day-to-day basis 

throughout Pennsylvania. Here's a man, Sheriff Smith 

from Clarion County, 30 years as a State Policeman, a 

State Police sergeant - traffic, criminal, managed a 

substation - and the people of Clarion County chose to 

elect this man as sheriff. Not only is it his duty to 
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arrest that person, but he must. I mean, absolutely 

people expect him to do it. The sheriff in 40 Slates 

out of this nation have full powers of arrest from the 

Vehicle Code right on up into all the Crimes Code. 

And, you know, now here we are in Pennsylvania with 

just this little challenge of talking about stopping a 

vehicle without a warrant. If we have the warrant, wo 

can still stop the vehicle. 

And like Hank says, this has not been 

questioned until now and we're hoping that the Supreme 

Court certainly rules in our favor. I would estimate 

that we probably have, in the 67 counties T would think 

it would be fair to say that there's gol to be, you 

know, 500 cars out there on the road every day being 

operated by sheriffs and their deputies. We're more 

than willing to take any kind of training that might bo 

imposed on us. I'm sure you people in the legislature 

know that the training that we take now under Act 2 is 

funded by the people that use our office. Every writ 

that comes across the desk of the sheriff there's a $2 

surcharge. We have always funded our own training and 

we're happy to do whatever is necessary to do that and 

to meet whatever obligation we might have to do, if you 

think wo need it. 

I just think it's really bad when a man 
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that has been a police officer for 30 years and because 

he changes the style of his badge or the color of his 

uniform that he becomes a dummy all of a sudden and he 

can't make a mere traffic stop, you know. And there's 

so many, I mean, many, many of our sheriffs, probably 

over half of them are ex-municipal or ox-State 

Policemen that hold that position right now and you 

know if they didn't have the respect of the cilizens of 

the county, they certainly wouldn't be elected to that 

position. 

MR. DUNKLEBERGER: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

REPRESENTATIVE BTRMELIN: Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Yes. 

Representative Birmelin. 

REPRESENTATIVE BIRMELIN: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

Welcome, Sheriff Seibring, and my own 

sheriff of Pike County, Sheriff Gciger. Just as a 

point of interest for the members of the Judiciary 

Committee who come from more heavily populated areas, 

and I'm thinking particularly of Representatives 

Manderino and Rebcr, who probably have a lot of local 

police officers, a lot of boroughs that have their own 

police forces, we in Wayne and Pike Counties that I 
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represent have very few municipal police. We have, I 

think, in Pike County, correct me if I'm wrong, Sheriff 

Goigcr, we have Matamoras and Mil ford Borough. 

MR. GRTGER: We have four. Matamoras, 

West.fall Township, Mil Cord Borough, and Shohola has 

what they call a part-time funded by the Park Service. 

REPRESENTATIVE BTRMELTN: There arc 13 

municipalities, I believe, so that means the other 9 

are cither going to have to arrange for some consent 

agreement with those municipalities or are left: without 

their municipal police. Wayne County has 30-some 

municipalities and only 4 or 5 municipal police forces. 

That leaves us dependent upon the State Police. It is 

not an uncommon situation for Wayne County or Pike 

County to have at any one time only one or two State 

Police officers on duty, and we're talking about very 

large rural counties, but we do have sheriffs 

departments with deputy sheriffs that iC they had the 

arrest powers that they have been seeking, I think 

would help especially in the rural areas. 

It's not unusual for me to get calls at 

least from constituents who will say, hey, I called the 

State Police, we thought we had somebody breaking into 

our property or somebody crawling around with shooting 

guns, we called the State Police and asked them if they 
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could send someone up and they said, yeah, in two or 

throo days. That's rnally not adequate. We know, of 

course, thai: constables at least at this point in time 

aren't in the position to enforce the law any more than 

the sheriffs are, and I think for rural areas in 

particular the request that the sheriffs are making to 

give them arrest powers with the proper training I 

think is a very, very needed addition to rural areas. 

So I would encourage the members of the 

Judiciary Committee to take that into consideration. 

You may not. need it necessarily in Philadelphia or some 

of the suburban areas, but we desperately need that 

type of police protection in the rural areas, so I 

would ask the members of the committee if they would 

think along those lines. 

Thank you, gentlemen, for coming. 

MR. SEIBRTNG: And I would just like to 

add that we don't feel that we as sheriffs have ever 

given up that power or that right, that the 

Constitution provided for the sheriff to do that and it 

has never been changed, and we feel very strongly and 

we're hoping that the Supreme Court will agree with us. 

T know in my department we do 4,000 miles a month of 

writ service, and you know we observe many, many 

serious violations that we don't stop. We assist the 
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local police departments on an average of 22 times a 

month, you know, in slopping a car thai they u/ant, or 

assisting them at an accident scene or a chemical 

spill. We assist the State Police out on the highways 

on a weekly basis on Interstate 80 where there mighl 

only be two or three Troopers and there's 20 miles of 

traffic backed up both ways and, you know, we're there. 

We're there and we want to assist, and I can tell you 

our constituents in our counties want, us to assist. 

And they need us. We're called on by the fire 

departments, we're called on by the police departments 

and office of emergency service. We can respond in my 

county on a 20-minute notice. T can have 10 men 

basically in the middle of the night on location 

wherever we need them. Every deputy sheriff has a 

marked car at home with him, every deputy sheriff is in 

full uniform, every deputy sheriff has a pager. As I 

say, T can assemble 10 men. If not, most times I can 

assemble 16, but I can put 10 men together in 20 

minutes' notice at any location in the county. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Representative 

Rebcr. 

REPRESENTATIVE REBER: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

BY REPRESENTATIVE REBER: (Of Mr. Johnson) 
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Q. Counsel Johnson, maybe this might best bo 

direeled to you, this dialogue, and I don't know if 

you're going to testify, so if you're going to get into 

this, maybe wc can put 11 off. Rut let me fully 

understand that you're saying that there currently does 

not exist, the opportunity for a sheriff to have arrest. 

powers to arrest for a misdemeanor committed in his 

presence that a crime under 1 he Crimes Code 

A. No. The only thing the Loot case does is 

says that a sheriff may not arrest for a violation of 

the Motor Vehicle Code. 

Q. That's what T thought. Okay. 

A. We have all the other powers. 

Q. And only because driving under the 

influence is under Title 75 do wc get into that 

d i1omma ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Now, I just want to make sure. I 

mean, that's the reason T asked the question. Wc do 

have, or I should say you do have the opportunity for 

misdemeanors committed in your presence, obviously 

felonies, to in fact, carry that out, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGTRONE: One of the things 
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that I would like to have one of you, and if one of you 

are going to testify, we'll hold off on this, on the 

training. T think it would be interesting to hoar some 

testimony about the type of training that your men go 

through and how they have to qualify. If one of you 

are going to touch on that, I'll delay that. Okay. 

And the other thing that I definitely 

want to got to, and maybe we'll wait until everybody 

testifies, what wo were previously talking about before 

we started the full hearing, about the amount of money 

that is out there that is duo to the State and the 

counties that is not being paid on fines and court 

costs and other service fees that arc owed to the 

Commonweal1h and what attempts we might be able to do 

to collect that money. 

But with that, let's move right to 

Sheriff Harry Geigcr, legislative director. 

MR. GEIGER: Thank you. 

I'm not going to get involved in the 

history of the sheriff's office. You've already heard 

it or some of my colleagues will touch upon it. 

Therefore, I will make the assumption some 

Representatives have reservations on the cost of having 

favorable legislation for the sheriff's office. My 

office does quite well with finances. I use the 

ciori
Rectangle



18 

sheriff's fee bill, Title 42, Sections 2111.1 to 

2111.9, io the fullest. I can safely say by availing 

myself of Title 42 that on some days the deputy 

salaries were paid at no expense to the county. 

Funding for deputy sheriffs training is through the $2 

fee charge. There are bills in the House to change the 

sheriff's fee bills, and u/ith these bills there are 

companion bills to increase the surcharge. Any 

increase granted would sustain the additional training 

that may be needed. Then again, if the Municipal 

Police Training Board would accept deputy sheriffs, 

that extra fund would not be necessary. 

The total moneys collected by my office 

in 1992 was $314,353.39, of which $243,823.99 was from 

the real estate poundage. My budget for 1992 was 

$443,046. Moneys collected in 1993 from .January to 

June was $181,004.52. Of that, $152,002.23 was from 

real estate poundage. My budget for '93 is $456,528. 

Training and schooling. Deputy sheriffs 

must attend Deputy Sheriffs Basic Training Act, which 

is Act 2, which is 160 hours of mandatory training, 

mandatory continuing education, every other year. 

Training is given by the Temple University School of 

Criminal Justice. After attending a multitude of 

seminars, schools of training and various law 
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enforcement programs, some of these programs are the 

U.S. Marshal School in Glynco, Georgia, for court 

security, interpersonal communication skills, advance 

drug and law enforcement school with the DEA, hazardous 

device school for bomb technicians, police firearms 

school, training and defensive tactics by our own 

certified instructors. 

The duties of a deputy. I have a bomb 

technician who responds to calls when requested by the 

Pennsylvania State Police and other State, local, and 

Federal enforcement agencies. I have served with the 

drug task force, members of the county drug task force, 

assist in arrest and have done undercover work. 

Breathalyzer. We perform DUT tests with the 

Breathalyzer 3000. Video operations. Deputies do 

electronic monitoring for the probationary department 

placing on persons electronic devices and monitors. 

Any deputies arc on call 24 hours a day. \We execute 

bench warrants for the Court of Common Pleas, execute 

warrants for probation, assist on pick-up orders, serve 

Protection From Abuse orders for the Court of Common 

Pleas and the Magistrate's office, assist the PSP and 

municipal police for the transportation of mental 

health patients. 

T have the Project D.A.R.E. program. The 
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Sheriff's office instituted a program in January 1990. 

We have gone from one deputy to three deputies teaching 

programs in the schools. We arc handling 32 of 33 

school dislricis in the county. The criteria for being 

a D.A.R.E. officer is tu/o years of law enforcement 

field duty. My senior sergeant is a member of the 

State Training Commission for the Pennsylvania 

Commission on Crime and Delinquency, and as of this 

date u/e have reached in excess of 9,000 students. The 

Triad/SALT program. Seniors and Law Enforcement 

Together. This yaar I have begun to coordinate with 

the Pennsylvania Slate Police and three municipal 

police departments in the county to implement the 

program. This program deals with assisting senior 

ci tizens. 

We're an arm of the court. We provide 

court security for judges, defendants, juries and 

witnesses. Service of original process in civil action 

to include process in other than civil actions. 

Complaints, writs of seizures, impoundments, 

proceedings in quasi, writ, of attachment, enforcement 

of judges, written excuses, evictions, order of 

possessions, service of subpoenas, court orders from 

Pike County Court of Common Pleas, which are attached. 

Sheriff of Pike County is directed to make service of 
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all process emanation out of the magisterial districts. 

Court orders from Pike County Court of Common Pleas, 

"Sheriff of Pike County is directed to do all juvenile 

transports." 

Crimes Sections 4110, defrauding secured 

creditors. Sheriffs comes under these circumstances 

frequently. 

Prisoner transports. In June of 1989, 

the Pike County jail was closed because of inadequate 

physical plant. The road mileage incurred just for 

prison transport is in excess of 430,000 miles in 1989. 

In 1992, the mileage was 160,000. In 1993, ending June 

30, u/e have traveled 55,982 miles just in prisoner 

transport. We have housed inmates as far west as 

Cambria County, and southeast as Chester County. 

Deputies in Pike County are trained in 

the use of force, search and seizure, and criminal 

procedures. My deputies have a noteworthy reputation 

to the extent that our assistance is requested by the 

Pennsylvania State Police and municipal police 

departments. Some years ago the local police 

department attempted to receive an NCIC computer for 

their use. These departments do not meet the 

Pennsylvania State Police criteria and were denied. I 

interceded and my office was able to obtain the NCIC 
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machine signed ovor to mo and is now situated in the 

Pike County communications center. This indicates that 

someone out there believes that somewhere within law 

enforcement structure sheriffs do have police powers. 

I am attaching a brief case heard in the Superior 

Court, Commonwealth vs. Lyons. This case reinforces 

that sheriffs do have arrest powers. And another case, 

Commonwealth vs. Del a tore, on a motion to dismiss, 

which was denied. 

In closing, I have six deputies that are 

Act 120 certified. All arc former police officers. 

The municipal, police training board will not allow them 

to participate in a continuing police training program 

because they are no longer employed by a police 

department. The district attorney has deputized three 

as county detectives so that they may continue with 

their education. 

I ask you to please fake the sheriffs out 

of limbo. We do not want to take away anyone's 

livelihood. We want to continue augmenting and 

assisting other law enforcement agencies. U/c would 

like to accomplish this without feeling that we are in 

left field standing there naked. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Questions? 
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(No response.) 

CHATRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Can wo next move 

to Solicitor Hank Johnson. 

MR. JOHNSON: T don't really have a 

prepared statement. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Okay. You want to 

set into the frcofall of things after the testimony. 

Very good. Okay. 

And of course, last, but not least, 

Sheriff Gene Coon. 

MR. COON: Good morning, all. It's groat 

to be back in Harrisburg again. 

I'm not going to bore you. I submitted 

in writing our position, and one thing I would like to 

comment on though, Hank, is that it is not my 

understanding that the Leet decision prohibits the 

enforcing of the Vehicle Code but only traffic stops. 

MR. JOHNSON: You may be correct. 

MR. COON: That's my understanding, and 

I'm amicus curiae on the case that's now waiting for 

the Supreme Court to decide it. We hope it goes the 

way we think it should go. But we've tried legislation 

but the F.O.P. bombs us out all the time. We have 

tried, Senator Scanlon introduced a bill, it got shoi 

down in committee. Dave Mayernik has tried different 
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times l:o introduce legislation to clarify the sheriff's 

standing legally, and it's always bombed out by the 

Fraternal Order of Police, of u/hich I've been a member 

for 40 years. 

T think I'll just go with questions. I 

think, as I said, u/hat I have prepared here pretty well 

covers our position. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Okay. Maybe we 

can get right into, and Sheriff Smith, did you have any 

comments that you would like to make? We don't, want, to 

overlook anybody that came here today. 

MR. SMITH: Well, thank you. I am Vern 

Smith, I'm sheriff of a sixth class county in western 

Pennsylvania, and I'm here to fill in for someone I 

guess that didn't show. And it's my privilege, of 

course, to be here and address you this morning. I'm 

finishing up my second term as sheriff and I'm seeking 

re-election on a third term. But. before I became 

sheriff I had another life, as they say. I spent 30 

years with the State Police, rose to the rank of 

sergeant, and was stationed mostly in the western 

portion of the State, but I did have supervisory duties 

and involved criminal law and traffic duties. 

I brought, this knowledge, of course, to 

the office of sheriff when I came in. We have a small 
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detachment and wo try to do everything that involves 

the office of sheriff. I have three full-time deputies 

and of course they have all been trained with the 

Deputy Training Act, and they also have the Act 120, as 

of course I do. And we were fortunate enough that we 

were able to take the update training courses in our 

local college so we do continue with that. And T think 

that's important. I had always thought that training 

and education was important. In order to do your job, 

you must be knowledgeable to be able to do that. Of 

course, the court feels that way also. 

As far as the stereotype, T guess my main 

point is we have a stereotype sometimes of where some 

people think of the sheriff and visualize him as being 

a political hack, so to speak, protege who sits behind 

a desk with his feet on his desk smoking a stogie with 

a whiskey bottle in his desk. I think that is gone 

across the State. T know from my associates here that 

we're endeavoring very hard to upgrade the office of 

sheriff and that most sheriffs that I'm aware of do 

have a background in law enforcement and they're very 

spirited in the fact thai they make their deputies go 

to school too, and it is important. 

So as far as the office of sheriff in our 

county, we're quite involved. I feel that as the 
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elected law enforcement: officer, and I have many people 

who are very strong on this and they say, when ihey ask 

me something about this traffic or Vehicle Code, when I 

say I cannot do something about that, they don't ' 

understand. They have a perception that the sheriff 

can do anything. And unfortunately, we're in a kind of 

a limbo situation on that. But. I'm a member of the 

Attorney General's task force. As a matter of fact, 

except for one chief of police in a little community 

who is also a member of the sheriff, we are the task 

force in our county and we're quite successful in that. 

Thank goodness for 1 ho Attorney General and for the 

money that comes for that. 

We're involved with the court. And in 

talking about, the collecting of fines and costs and 

stuff, I think it's a very important thing. If always 

comes up at election time, if you notice. And the 

money on the books, the prothonotary always comes up 

with how much is out there and not able to be collected 

and a lot of talk on doing that. But I haven't seen 

too much action. I am certainly willing to get 

involved in that. And perhaps I feel maybe prejudiced 

that I feel it's part of my duty, that I should be 

involved in that as an officer. And I think reason 

would say that you could not be paid for yourself for 
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doing this. T mean, the county probably could collect 

some of these funds. Like you mentioned, Mr. Chairman, 

there arc people out there unless you bug them, so to 

speak, or contact them, they forget it, you know, 

unless somebody, and T think that's probably natural on 

many people not to pay a bill unless somebody sends 

them a notice that they owe it. And in our, T don't 

u/ant to give away trade secrets, but in the service of 

executions and documents and stuff, it's not uncommon 

to go to the door and the wife comes to the door and 

you ask for the husband and she says he's not there, 

when no doubt he is, but. by using different methods you 

come back at a different time, you come back at 5:00 

o'clock in the morning when you know the man is there. 

You cannot just let it fly by. The court has decreed 

that they owe us money. T think certainly you can 

collect under some of them. But I think that the 

revenue is there existing, waiting to be tapped. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGTRONE: One of the things 

that, well, I'd like to address the Lect case because 

we did have legislation in the last couple of sessions 

and since that case is pending before the Supreme 

Court, I made the decision that rather than move on 

with legislation, we wanted to wait and sec exactly 

what the court was going to decide one way or the 
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other, and I had talked to Reprosentative Maycrnik a 

number of times on thai. I know there was a concern 

about, you know, whether we should or shouldn't address 

that issue and how we should do it. Legislation had 

been proposed. And I think after discussing it with 

some of the members of the committee and legal counsel, 

that the best decision was to wait and see exactly how 

the Supreme Court was going io rule in that case before 

we do anything, because it may not even be necessary to 

do anything with the legislation. 

Getting back to the collection of costs 

and other obligations that are owed by citizens of the 

Commonwealth for litigation that they've been involved 

with, and T want to pass this around with the president 

judges and the trial court judges when we meet with 

them, and T wanted to get your reaction to this because 

I've been very heavily involved in court 

computerization and T sit on that board, I've been a 

strong advocate of the computerization, and of course 

as you know, the district justices throughout this 

Commonwealth are now totally computerized. As I was 

sharing with the sheriffs and I will share with the 

members, I spent a couple of hours last year with one 

of the trainers who had indicated how easy ii is to 

keypunch all the information up and spew it out at the 
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end of the week, especially to sol: a handle on the 

finances, how much was collected, how much was still 

owed, and those arc obligations in dollars and cents 

that are owed to the Commonwealth, whether it's the 

State or county or other programs, because that money 

is pretty well tied up. And as we all know, and T 

would like for you to share with the members of the 

committee the point that I'm getting at and what we 

might be able to do collectively, and I say "we," some 

urging from members of the House Judiciary Committee to 

the judges and sheriffs in getting some type of 

communication out to those litigants that have not 

completed their obligation, financial obligation, and 

when it comes on a piece of stationery from the 

sheriff, I think they take it a little bit more 

seriously than whether it would come from let's say the 

prothonotary or the clerk of court. We know that, in 

the city of Philadelphia there's several hundred 

millions of dollars, and in most of the smaller 

counties it can range anywhere from $10 million to $20 

million to $50 million, and we're talking about a 

tremendous amount of money. 

Now, I also understand on the other side 

of that coin, we certainly don't want to go out and 

start arresting people and putting them in jail. 
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That's not the point. The point is that there's still 

an obligation that's owed there. Now, just for 

conversation and discussion on this issue, there may be 

some thought given to setting up a timeframe, take a 

year, 1980, anybody prior to 1980, the books are going 

to be wiped clean. It makes no sense at all if you 

can't get blood out of a stone, then why even fool with 

it and why continue keeping all that paperwork hanging 

around when it's just nonsense. And I'm just throwing 

this out for conversation. But from whatever point 

forward, and once the Common Pleas courts are totally 

computerized, we will have a pretty good handle on who 

owes what. That's part of running the system, and 

those are actual dollars that are out there. Even if 

they're going to make a payment, plan or get into some 

type of community service or whatever. If wo have to 

change some of the laws to accommodate some of that, I 

would like to hear some of the reaction from both the 

sheriffs and the president judges and the Common Pleas 

judges when we meet with them to find out what can we 

do collectively to try to get some of that money 

generated, and I think you had mentioned, Sheriff 

Smith, and it's true, when you get a notice in the mail 

of a late payment or payment overdue, I think the 

tendency of most people is they better take care of 
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business and pay that and set it behind them. 

But I'd like to open it up to the members 

of the committee and also the sheriffs and legal 

counsel to comment on it. Sheriff Coon? 

MR. COON: As I explained earlier, prior 

to this session here, u/e do not handle the question of 

court costs. That's the clerk of courts. And a very 

inadequate job is being done, I can assure you. T 

don't know how many millions we would run into, but it 

would be substantial. Many people, in fact I think the 

majority just choose to ignore it. About the only ones 

that really pay up are the DUIs because they're hanging 

on a string for ARD. So they usually pay up. But 

there's a whole host of various crimes that the judge 

has fined or set costs on that were never paid. We 
i 

handle nonsupport warrants and we do not arrest. First 

of all, we don't have the jail room. We're under 

Federal order that costs Allegheny County $5,000 every 

time we have to push a prisoner out the door. So with 

nonsupporfs, a deputy will go to the residence, 

preferably the residence. We don't like to tap anyone 

at work, and leave a notice, hand a person a notice to 

report to the sheriff's office the next morning. And 

we've found a good 90 percent effective that way. The 

only ones that we'll arrest is when the judge tells us 
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directly, I want thorn in here, and so then we'll so 

bring them in, and it's up to the judge to decide 

whether they are to be incarcerated or whether we're 

going to set up a schedule of payments. 

T think the problem with the court costs 

and fines would be if the person has completed iheir 

probation, what you have hanging, see, with a 

nonsupport we have the warrant. It's an active 

warrant. You would have nothing to really, if they 

said drop dead, what do we say? We have no recourse. 

We have no warrant. We have no reason to take them 

into custody, if they haven'i fulfilled the terms of 

their probation, but that would be a matter for the 

probation department and the courts. 

But I agree with you, sending out a 

notice on sheriff's stationery would be far more 

effective than something coming from the clerk of 

courts. We can tell from, as I explained on the 

nonsupports, plus the jurors, the thousands of jurors 

that we summons, the response of jurors is probably 

about 99 percent on the jury summons. The list is made 

up and prepared by the jury commission. The letter, 

the notice to report goes out. on sheriff's stationery, 

and we found it very effective. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGTRONE: Do you feel that 
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there would be some benefit to attempting to ge( , let's 

say, a mailing from the sheriffs with the approval, 

let's say, of the president judge of each of the 

counties to attempt to do something like that? It 

could be limited. It doesn't have to be every single 

person and you could set up some kind of a system and 

possibly oven a payment plan through the county 

control1er. 

MR. COON: Well, 1 he problem there is 

that the clerk of court has the records and the clerk 

of court would have to make the lis! up. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Uh-huh. 

MR. COON: And the payment, the scheduled 

payments could be set with the clerk of courts, who is 

designated in our county to collect fines and costs. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Do you think it's 

worth the effort io try? 

MR. COON: I think it's worth the effort 

with millions of dollars that are sitting there. I 

mean, you've got to get some response out of it. I 

mean, it just follows that if they get a letter from 

the sheriff, they're going to figure they're looking at 

jail or something. It would be far more effective than 

a letter from the prothonotary or the clerk of courts, 

I think. But those lists and materials would have to 
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be compiled in our count:y by the clerk of courts. But 

we have no access to thorn. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Sheriff? 

MR. GEIGER: Most of the lists in Pike 

County are developed not only through the clerk of 

courts but they are assigned to the probation 

department for collection fees and costs. Like when we 

had an active jail and we had a work release program, 

the checks were sent to my office, the payroll checks 

for the individual. I would have the prisoner sign his 

chock, take out what is due the county Cor room and 

board, and turn the balance over to probation for 

distribution of fines and costs. People that arc on 

the street, every once in a while probation will give 

us civil warrants where they have failed to pay fines 

and costs to go get them as a violation of probation or 

parole. But other than that, there's nothing in force 

within our county, and I don't know the outstanding 

debt in Pike County as far as fines and costs are 

because we're not privy to that information, but 

through the years I've had correspondence with 

Representative Birmelin on community service laws, 

possibly legislation being devised to limit the 

liability or totally eliminate the liability to a 

county for a community service program in the event 
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that a person that the county put out on community 

service was hurl, thai they could not be liable for 

suit. So as far as I'm concerned, we've throu/n the 

ball back to the legislature to come up with some 

relief for the counties so that they don't have to wind 

up paying humongous insurance fees. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Well, when you 

have, and I'm just curious about, that, when you have 

current community service programs now with the blanket 

policy that the county carries— 

MR. GETGER: One suit can wipe it out. 

You got $1 million coverage, that's it. One lawsuit 

could wipe you out. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Well, do you have 

any current community service programs— 

MR. GEIGER: No, sir. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: None at all? 

None? 

MR. GEIGER: Our judge will not touch it. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Do the other 

sheriffs have community service of any kind? 

MR. SETBRTNG: Wo will be discussing one 

tomorrow at our prison board meeting to work a 

community service project out of the prison. 

Getting back to what Sheriff Coon 
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started, that probationary period after the guy wants 

to leave jail has lo be continued on until all of the 

fines and costs are paid, and it would be my proposal 

that if a guy owed fines and costs and sot a letter 

from the sheriff that would tell them to report 

Saturday morning at 6 o'clock to the county .jail and he 

would be assigned to that work detail until the fines 

and costs were worked off at a rate of $4 an hour, or 

whatever. But. what I see happening is that the 

probation is not extended far enough, and once that guy 

gets out of jail he says, the hell with you all, and we 

don't hear from him anymore. 

MR. GEIGER: Until he's arrested the next 

time. 

MR. SEIBRING: Until he's arrested the 

next time. But I've been sheriff for 26 years, and 25 

years ago when the judge issued a sentencing order, 

that order read that the defendant shall stay committed 

to the jail until his sentence is complied with, and 

the costs were part of the sentence. So he might have 

done his 30 days, didn't have his costs paid, he didn't 

go. And surprising enough, they would come up with the 

money on 1hat 30th day to get out of jail. It's the 

same way in domestic relations court today. We're a 

rural county, we were a rural county, but you know, 

ciori
Rectangle



37 

when the judge says, Sheriff, take the guy to jail, see 

how many friends he has, sure enough, within about an 

hour he's got friends enough to pay his fines and 

costs. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Members? 

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Legal counsel, did 

you want to make any comments on some of the areas that. 

we've touched on? 

MR. JOHNSON: No, sir. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Let me ask you, 

when we do get the president judges down here, and we 

will be having a meeting with them and the Common Pleas 

judges, would any of you or any of the representatives 

from the sheriffs organization like to bo present? 

Because I'd like to establish that dialogue with them, 

because of course tying up what you would be able to do 

with what they can do, we may be able to develop some 

type of a plan. I am convinced and committed to 

devising some type of a system wherein we can start to 

collect ihat money. I had talked privately with people 

from various counties around the State and it is a 

major problem. And we've got to do something one way 

or the other to try to either collect that money or 

wipe the slate clean and start fresh, but especially 
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when compu tori zat ion will totally operate Lhe Common 

Pleas courts there will be a much better handle on that 

situation. Many times, and I've spoken to judges 

privately, once the sentence is completed and the case 

is disposed of, you know, they don't really want to 

bother with, they don't feel they're collection 

agencies. But as you had said, that was part, of a 

responsibility and an obligation of that person that 

was convicted of whatever offense it might have been, 

and I had asked several years back different areas of 

State government and county governments to try and get. 

a handle on how much money we're talking about, and as 

T recall, it. was extremely considerable. 

But, you know, we don't live in a false 

paradise and T know we just, can't go out there and lock 

everybody up. I think just the threat of that 

possibility with a letter coming from the sheriff has a 

lot more oomph to it than — and I'm not putting down 

the clerk of courts, but when it. comes from the 

sheriff, it's very official, and especially if we can 

coordinate that with some of the president judges that, 

look, this money is owed, it's a commitment, an 

obligation, part of the sentence and/or probation, and 

it should be forthcoming, or at least a payment plan, 

some type of attempt, and I would like to see whatever 
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suggestions you may have. 

On tho training, by the vx/ay, have you 

kepi: abreast of all tho different techniques and 

programs of training that are available to your men and 

do they get opportunities to get into the various 

training programs? Because I know 1 he technology 

continues to change dramatically. Are there problems 

with any of the county sheriffs in any areas of the 

State where the training programs are not accessible to 

them? 

MR. COON: I'm a member of the Deputy 

Sheriffs Training Commission, and there's 20 hours per 

year mandated in-service training, and there arc 

electables in various areas of the law pertaining to 

the office of sheriff. But that's mandatory, the 20 

hours, which is administered by Temple University in 

various areas of the State. For the main, basic 

training, they go to Dickinson Law School for that. My 

deputies go 524, 526 hours at the county police 

academy, then an additional 40 hours of civil at 

Dickinson. The first hours are waived because of our 

police training academy, which is far more in-depth 

than what we're able to give to the deputy recruits 

that come in. You can't cover in 160 hours when T 

became a policeman many years ago, 40 years ago, as a 
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matter of fact, the. city of Pittsburgh required 8 weeks 

of training before you could ever go out on that street 

with a badge or a gun. Now, that was 320 hours 40 

years ago. So you can see the need for more in-depth 

training for deputies, but it goes back to finances all 

the time. Can the counties afford it? I mean, it's 

not like Act 120. There's no reimbursement — oh, yes, 

there is reimbursement for the county. 

MR. SEIBRTNG: Yeah, they have 

reimbursement. Fifty percent. 

MR. COON: Fifty percent. I think Act 

120 is, what, 100 percent? 

MR. SEIBRING: I think so. 

MR. COON: But that's funded by the 

State, whereas the training commission's funds are 

raised by us and levied on each paper that is filed 

with our office. 

MR. SEIBRTNG: One of our problems is 

that with this Municipal Police Officer's Training Act, 

Act 120, is that the Municipal Police Officer's 

Training Act will not certify deputy sheriffs and give 

us a number. 

MR. GEIGER: Not even the updates. 

MR. SEIBRTNG: Not even on the updates. 

Even if we had a man on duty now that has had Act 120, 
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wo do not have access to updates. 

MR. GEIGER: Because he no longer works 

for a municipal police authority. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGTRONE: What do you need 

to have done in order to have that update? 

MR. GEIGER: You must still be employed 

by a municipal police agency in order to keep your 120 

MPT. 

MR. JOHNSON: What you need is an 

amendment to Act .120 to have sheriffs and sheriff's 

deputies to be deemed to be police officers so that 

they can get the training and can get the 

certification. There's at least 340 deputies who have 

taken Act 120 training that cannot get certified. They 

let them take it, but they won't certify them. And now 

I hey won't let them take iL anymore, as I understand 

it. 

MR. COON: What they won't permil is the 

in-service, which is required to hold your number, MPT 

number. They won't let the deputies into those 

classes, even though they were former police officers 

with some municipality. So therefore, they lose their 

number because they can't update. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGTRONE: Is this a classic 

battle with the conflict, that, you have with the F.O.P. 
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and Lhc sheriffs, deputy sheriffs? 

MR. COON: Yes. It's just a continuation 

of it. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: And most sheriffs 

and deputy sheriffs are also members of the F.O.P., 

right? 

MR. COON: Quite a feu; of us. 

MR. SEIBRING: In Monroe County, there's 

more deputy sheriffs that are members of the F.O.P. 

than there are polices officers. And let me just say 

that the battle is not with the F.O.P. member on the 

street, because he's calling us every day for a backup 

or, Sheriff, where's this person located, when is he 

home, when can I find him? Absolutely. And I don't 

want you to think that I'm trying to discredit the 

State Police, because I'm not. But in Monroe County, 

right now we have probably 40 rookie State Troopers and 

they have 633 square miles that they have to try to 

find someone in. These poor guys might be from 

Philadelphia, they might be from Pittsburgh, they might 

— I mean, we see these guys sitting along the road 

with a road map trying to find an accident that they're 

responding to with injuries. And we have to stop and 

say, Trooper, what arc you looking for? Show him where 

it is, tell him how to get there. T mean, he can't 
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help it that he was transferred to the Poconos from 

Pittsburgh. I mean, it's just one of those things. 

And we're there to help each other o\jt 

and u/e do it on a day-to-day basis, and it's only the 

officers in the State Police or in the State F.O.P. 

organization. If you bring the rank-and-file officer 

in here, he'll tell you the sheriff has never taken one 

of my men away from me. It's the other way around. 

Half of the police officers in Monroe County are 

ex-deputy sheriffs, because we're training them and 

we're not paying them as much as the police department 

is paying them. So it's just a reverse of whal Francis 

Bucelli is telling you. T mean, that's the truth. 

MR. COON: To back that up Lodge 1, of 

which I'm a member of, Pittsburgh, has never taken a 

position anfisheriff or any legislation. It's coming 

strictly from Mr. Bucelli at the State level, and Leo 

Marcheiti, who is a paid lobbyist for them. Marchetii 

will tell you, well, that's fine. Gene Coon's Sheriff, 

we know we're safe with him, but how about the next 

person? That's the response that you get. 

MR. SHIRRING: Mr. Chairman, we don't 

want to be policemen. We want to be sheriffs and 

deputy sheriffs. I don't think there's a sheriff in 

the State of Pennsylvania that wants to look as though 
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he's an organized police department. That's not what 

u/e want. We u/ant. to be sheriffs. And u/c want to be 

the chief law enforcement officer of the county. Rut 

wo want io work and every one of us feel that with the 

Constitution when it was put in place they felt that 

the chief law enforcement officer should be responsible 

to the people, not to a town council, not to a borough 

council, not to a city department head. I mean, the 

average sheriff in the nation stays in office for 3 2 

years. The average chief of police in the nation stays 

in office for 36 months. So, you know, who has more 

experience, the people that — we're out there every 

four years saying, stand up and be counted. Re-elect 

us as sheriff. And, you know, that's not true with the 

police departments. There's many, many good, we have 

lots of good police departments in our county and very, 

very capable men, but we don't have enough of them. 

And hero we arc. I have 16 men on the street every 

day, and we can serve a purpose in Pennsylvania without 

spending a lot more money. And we do it every day now, 

and there's just, like I say, the Loot decision is the 

only thing right now that's holding us back, and it's 

such a trivial thing. 

MR. GETGER: But getting back to your 

question, is there more training needed? Yes. And I 
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don't think there's a sheriff in tho State that will 

loll you that u/o don't need more training or more 

training opportunities. Yes, we do. 

MR. SEIBRING: We're recognized by the 

FBI, u/c can go to their academy; we're recognized by 

the U.S. Marshals, they'll take us in their academy. 

We're recognized by the Attorney General, who makes us 

members of his drug task force. We're there doing the 

job every day. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Okay. Any 

additional questions from members of the committee? 

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you very 

much for being here and sharing your thoughts with us 

today, and T would like to extend to you an opportunity 

to be with us when we meet with the Common Pleas judges 

and the president judges so that we can share with them 

tho concerns that we've expressed here today about some 

of these issues. Thank you. 

We're adjourned. 

(Whereupon, the proceedings were 

concluded at 11:06 a.m.) 
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I hereby certify thai the proceedings 

and evidence arc contained fully and accurately in 1 he 
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THE SHERIFF AS PEACE OFFICER 

Criminal Procedure 

fficer, the Sheriff is responsible for maintaining order throughout 
nd for preventing and quelling riots and uprisings. These duties 
major importance. Today he shares this responsibility with state 
lice officers. He makes arrests, both with and without warrant, may 
ch warrants, may seize illegal property or property used in violation 
and may remove certain nuisances on order of the court. The Sheriff 
responsibilities in extradition procedure, he issues firearms licen-
special law enforcement duties under certain general codes of law, 

Dog Law, the Fish Law, and the Military Code. 

TO KEEP THE PEACE 

eneral powers as peace officer. From earliest days, the Sheriff has 
een a peace officer. It is his responsibility to keep the peace, to 
pprehend those who fail to keep the peace, and to protect law-abid-
ng citizens. Originally the Sheriff was the major and sometimes 
he sole law enforcement officer in the county. From time to time, 
owever, other offices have been established with certain law enforce-
ent duties. These include policemen in the cities, boroughs and 
ownships and the State Police who also act within the county where 
he Sheriff has jurisdiction. These officers, under ordinary circum-
tances, relieve the Sheriff of most if not all of the responsibility 
or keeping the peace and maintaining order. The district attorney 
f the county, with the detectives who work under him, as well as the 
ocal and State Police, undertake a great deal of criminal investiga-
ion. However, the Sheriff is still the chief law enforcement officer 
f the county and has full powers as criminal investigating official. 
he Sheriff still possesses a number of general peace powers and often 
as need to exercise them. Some of those powers are under the old 
ommon Law, and it would be difficult to find precise statutory author-
ty for the Sheriff to use them. This includes the general power to 
eep the peace and to prevent riot and insurrection. 
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COURTHOUSE SECURITY 

y, the Sheriff's Office is responsible for the security of the 
the safety of the general public and county employees. We have 
ituations occurring daily, and deputies must be constantly alert 
ending wrong doing. We have witnessed a tremendous increase in 
attempts to demonstrate vengeance towards the courts, mostly in 
ily Courts through acts of domestic violence. Deputies walk a 
rforming their duties between preventing a tragedy and offending 
community by suspicious scrutiny. 

rmally all that stands between the safety of other employees and 
lie utilizing the courthouse and a person who may, for any reason, 
njury or damage to government personnel or structure. As we have 
en on the news, these problems appear to be a growing phenomenon 
a disgruntled person to become instantly violent by assaulting 
ernment officials and/or their staff. 

TRANSPORTING PRISONERS 

t time consuming duty. Deputies are assigned this assignment and 
for assuring the prisoners prompt arrival at any number of dif-
proceedings, such as: court hearings, criminal and civil arrests, 
om state to state, funerals, doctors appointments, mental hospi--
from other county and state correctional facilities. Deputies 
remain alert for possible escape attempts; their own safety; and 
ety from himself or others, such as a defendant who is charged 
station, and the victims family may want to retaliate. 

so be transporting a wide variety of prisoners without prior know-
state of mind. Prisoners vary from young to old with any number 
ems such as heart problems, Hepatitis, or even HIV/AIDS. With 
are regulations, deputies may be completely unaware of an AIDS or 
at who at anytime could require first aid or even knowingly attempt 
disease to a deputy or deputies. 

ake potentially critical decisions on their own; such as during an 
art should the deputies stop to allow a prisoner to use a restroom. 
=r really need to use the facilities or is he or she feigning a ! 
jr to attempt an escape? 

Eficult duty to ensure an inmate's family or friends don't have 
itact prior to transports, during court sessions and prior to their 
Llity, because of the possible passing of contraband, although 
riend may be well-intentioned. Deputies are required to transport 
jntally ill prisoners and are routinely subjected to transports 
lers who have vomitted or even deficated in close confines of their 

D maintain constant physical control of all prisoners in their 
they are hand cuffed or not via the discretion of the court. 
ike critical decisions regarding how much force to use to maintain 
the constant thought of liability concerns. It is a given fact 
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control. This office routinely brings fugitives from state to 
eputies must be able to deal with strange places and handle road-
route changes and dangerous traffic, while being security conscious. 
capable of treating prisoners humanely, regardless of what type 
y have committed. Routinely, deputies must make long trips with 
volving overnight stays away from their families and friends. 

ve to be transported to funerals and the deputies have the respon-
being torn between security concerns and the expressed feelings of 
rs present. When deputies show up at a funeral with a handcuffed'"' 
kled "family member", quite often the family's displeasure is usu-
d at the deputies. 

ASSISTING OTHER AGENCIES 

• be called upon for assistance at any moment of the day or night by 
Ley. It could be a police department, (state/local) needing assis-
. disorderly defendant, assisting county Fire"Departments, Ambulance 
arch and Rescue or to assist Children and Youth with placement of 
puties may have to make a last minute change in their^dailylplans^to 
.gency in need. Deputies are often called by the Probation Office 
it hours to take juvenile offenders to detention centers throughout 
ince Monroe County does not have a center. These trips can range 
irs to (7) hours on the road depending the availability of space in 
ing detention centers. Also, deputies are subject to "call-out" 
.ce on any emergency deemed necessary by the Sheriff, Chief Deputy, 
if Emergency Service Coordinator. (OES) 

often be the first person to arrive at an accident or crime scene, 
job requires them to cover many square miles while on duty. Being 
. an accident scene or crime scene, a deputy must be responsible for 
ight decisions until the proper police agency, fire department, or 
arrive. This could include administering first aid, securing a 

Lasing down a fleeing suspect, etc. A deputy could encounter a wide 
hese situations which emphasize the need for staff training and 

22 assists per month) 

STAINING ORDER IN STRIKES, RIOTS, AND UNLAWFUL DEMONSTRATIONS 

fices in Pennsylvania have the responsibility to maintain order at 
s, riots, and unlawful demonstrations. This is not encountered of-
e County, which at times can be a problem in itself because of the ] 
: experience gained in handling these situations routinely. Deputies, 
ted at the academy, could easily find themselves in a position of 
emaker between emotionally charged working class people, and making 
L individual confrontations at or around the scene that could easily 
>r disturbances. 
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:ion has been filed with the courts and a Judge has signed a court ,, 
; the Sheriff to act accordingly, the Sheriff may be responsible 
twenty-four hour coverage of the scene for a time period deter-

iurt. Many times, the coverage of these types of situations re-
shifts of (16) hours on and (8) hours off to cover not only this 
on, but also the routine duties and responsibilities of this of-

r year) 

WARRANT SERVICE 

ies must serve all warrants as ordered by the Courts by obtaining 
y of the defendant who has already willfully failed to appear and 
rative. A warrant is a court order that commands the Sheriff or 
arrest the defendant and bring him/her before the court forthwith. 

warrant, deputies must develop good communication skills to locate 
obviously does not want to be apprehended. Usually, the only 
on this office is provided with is the name of the defendant and 
or which they were charged with. Deputies must have and master 
kills in order to track down the defendant through intervenes with 
former neighbors, former employers, and suspected associates of 

who are normally very uncooperative. Deputies must develop insight 
ess when dealing with this type of individual and his mannerism 
iate for each situation. 

lso know the limitations of the law, given their eagerness to ap-
endant, knowing that an illegal or improper arrest could result 
t's later release and possibly a civil lawsuit towards the County 

Deputies are normally dealing with the general public on warrant 
t walk a fine line between being a courteous public servant and a 
ant server. 

ve 104 outstanding warrants; Average 11 new warrants a month) 

SERVING CUSTODY ORDERS 

involves taking physical custody of minor children from one fam-
placing them with another family member or Children & Youth Serv-
orders are volatile and emotional situations that can easily turn 
confrontation. In this type of situation, one party has already 
over custody for one reason or another, therefore a court order 
Judge and must be served immediately. Deputies executing a cus— 
seen as unwanted intruders into the personal life of the person 
rder. Commonly, this person will attempt to use the minor chil-
e deputies. Deputies must be prepared to deal with any situation 
till must be understanding and professional to all parties, espe-
dren. 

SERVING OF PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ORDERS 

receiving a Protection From Abuse (PFA) Order, must find the de-
y be avoiding service) as soon as possible in order to preserve 
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iiu w e n oeing or cue a.iIXCIIIL . nie LUUUILIULIS U I m e uiaer usually 

the defendant being evicted from his/her home, their firearms being 
or custody of their children being taken away. In order for a PFA 
, one party must be in fear because of acts of violence already 
threatened. The Judge issuing the order may direct that the Sheriff's 
scate all weapons owned by the defendant. These defendants are 
rative and usually the misuse of drugs and/or alcohol are commonly 
this type of Domestic Violence. A defendant who has already proven 
ally abusive to another knows it is not good news when deputies ar-
residence, place of employment or a bar or friends house they may 

county, have seen a major rash of physical harm and abuse from do-
ents. Deputies are routinely involved in physical altercations with 
ted or uncontrollable defendants. Every deputy is very aware that 
idents result in the highest number of law enforcement deaths per 
st show no fear or indecisiveness in order to accomplish this duty. 

must be served as soon as possible to avoid further escalation of 

DEPUTY SHERIFF'S TRAINING ACADEMY 

Pennsylvania mandates that every newly appointed Deputy Sheriff 
uccessfully complete the standards set by the Pennsylvania Commission 
Delinquency. Currently the academy is held at the Dickison School 
rlisle, Pennsylvania and requires the deputy to be housed in the 
type atmosphere for a (4) four week time period.. Training is sched-
out the day and into the evening hours daily. The academy covers 
s required in the field of law enforcement, but because of the limit-
week duration, they cannot cover all the possible scenarios a dep-
unter on the job. 

cademy, a deputy is subjected to a curriculum in Criminal Laws of 
, Rules of Civil Procedure, Prisoner Transport, Court Security, First 
fense, Use of Force-Lethal & Non-Lethal, the use and retention of 
many other topics. 

y has successfully completed his/her basic training, they are once 
ed to successfully complete updated training every two years through 
ania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, Allentown Police Academy 
niversity. Failure to successfully complete such training would 
rmination of employment. 

ON-CALL STATUS 

are responsible for being "on-call" for any type of emergency upon 
of the Sheriff or the Chief Deputy. 

responsible to be "on-call" on a weekly rotating schedule to rou-
port juvenile offenders throughout the state. The on-call deputy 
onsible for all late night/early morning service of process that 
ble during the day and evening shifts as designed by this office. 
t routinely report to the office during non-business hours,.to an-
tates and jurisdictions who may have one of our "wanted" defendants 
as to whether we are willing to extradite or to advise us that we 
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tne aerenaant rortnwicn rrom jurisdictions wittiin Pennsylvania. 
eputy also must respond, with another deputy, to any leads, sight-
of a "wanted" defendant regardless of time of day or the deputies 
al plans. When a possible location of a subject is learned, 
xercise extreme caution being the deputies are normally unfamiliar 
tidings, while the defendant is very familiar with them. 

sponsible for carrying a personal pager so they can be contacted 
any type of assignment, at any time of the day or night. 

subject to "on-call" status once every (7) weeks, the Chief Deputy 
on-call" (24) hrs. a day unless relieved by the Sheriff or de-

WRITS OF EXECUTION 

Personal Property 

vil process arrives at the Sheriff's Office in the form of a court 
ourt orders originate at both the District Magistrate and the 
urt levels and direct this office to levy upon and sell any or all 
ty belonging to the defendant. The majority of these executions 
d debts due and owed to the plaintiff. This is yet another duty 
tionally charged, as the defendant has already refused to pay the 
may have resulted in any number of situations, including divorce 
lord/tenant rent disputes, or money owed to a private person or 

=>vy (list & secure), and sometimes seize, the defendant's property 
amount of the debt. As one can imagine, levying on an individual's 
sarins, televisions, children's furniture, etc., and selling them 
2 commonly results in dangerous situations. Deputies must have 
Eulfill their duties while maintaining safety and setting aside 
feelings. When levying on businesses, deputies are responsible 
=ir possession all monies on the premises. This at times can 
jple of dollars to thousands of dollars for which the deputies 
Ly responsible for until turned over to the Chief Deputy or Deputy/ 

Lee per month 45-requires minimum of 2 deputies) 

CIVIL PROCESS 

ffice is relied on every day by (4) four Common Pleas Judges, (8) 
Magistrates (10 as of 1994) and countless attorneys throughout 
as for the service of civil documents. The service of these 
tes the transferring of such; which would be a court order from 
Magistrates, summonses or subpoenas, or a civil complaint in which 
jeing sued due to their actions. These types of documents are 
le types of civil process which are involved with the Civil Jus-
lese documents are to be personally delivered to the designated 
jmds simple, but it's not. Deputies are trained and soon develop 
Ln which help complete this difficult task. Deputies must have 
stigative skills, as Monroe County, is one of the faster growing 
state, and it can be extremely difficult to locate a person who 
; attempting to serve. 

i 
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t have a good knowledge and be ramiliar with the many county roads 
rous housing developments in order to make an efficient and timely 
puties must be knowledgeable of the Rules of Civil Procedure for 
of each different process, if the service was not proper the courts 
er this ineffective service which could be very costly later in a 
puties must have good social skills as they are constantly dealing 
eral public. Keep in mind that the deputies are almost always de-
. news and they must know how to handle an unruly person. An example 
d be serving an eviction notice and physically removing an entire 
the premises. Deputies must know how to explain, comfort, give 
nd listen to the respondent, in order to make sure the service is 
fessionally, effectively, and safely. Deputies must be sure that 
cisions are made correctly, responsibly and professionally, and in 
o the law, keeping in mind that they are constantly in the public's 
•duty and off-duty. 

ervices per month 223) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

also required to perform computer and typing skills, maintain re
cords as well as maintaining mandated and desired training. They 
uired to perform public service duties in hopes of educating the 
.ic on anti-drug education, public safety, as well as promoting the 
gram" which includes finger printing for Child Identification, public 
law enforcement and crime prevention. 

k countless hours of public service work in helping children and 
ens in grasping the knowledge needed to be "street smart". Many 
unteer their time to schools, social groups, and professional or-
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nade clear that "the exclusionary the powers and duties of a peace officer, snaH 
11 not be extended to areas where its including the authority to arrest for a sum- Const 
tion would not tend to achieve its mary traffic violation committed in his or create 
Y purpose of deterring unlawful po- her presence, I would reverse the trial his po 
iduct " Id 507 Pa at 552, 491 A 2d court's order suppressing the evidence ob- utory 
(emphasis in original). "It is only tained from Leet as a result of the roadside sherif 
the violation also implicates funda- s t o p conducted by Deputy Sheriff Gibbons. like t'< 
, constitutional concerns, is conduct- This conclusion is based upon a careful 
iad faith or has substantially preju- s t u d y o f t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e p o w e r s a n d ' ^ 
he defendant that exclusion may be d u t i e s o f t h e s h e r i f f a n d h i s traditional role enur 
iropriate remedy." Mason at 407, in t h e enforcement of our criminal laws.1 Q< 
2d a t 426 (emphasis in original). m 
t has been concluded t h a t a deputy T h e w o r d sheriff evolved from the Saxon Lc 
is not a police officer regardless of w o r d "scyre" meaning shire or county, and ^ 
ing erroneously attempted to act as the word "reve" meaning guardian or keep- Veth 

one of the conditions specified in er. The Compact Edition of the Oxford 517, 
is present, and no other factor ex- English Dictionary, Volume II, 2783-2784 M 

lich compels suppression of the evi- (1971); A E Gwynne, Practical Treatise tho,.' 
as a remedy.1 on the Law of Sheriff and Coroner, with the 
lly, the dissent also found that a Forms and References at 2 (1849) (herein- «-ĝ  
sheriff is not empowered to arrest a f t e r Gwynne, Sheriff and Coroner). In- (Ca | 

nmary offenses. This court has held stinctively, when we think of a sheriff, we Sup 
e right of a private citizen to arrest a r e reminded of Sherwood Forest where §§ i 
3t include summary violations. See, t h e Sheriff of Nottingham was the chief ™« 
onwealth v. Stahl, 296 Pa Super. l a w enforcement officer who possessed far Sta; 
12 A.2d 1166 (1982). This parallel reaching powers. See H Pyle, The Merry (III 
• extends the notion that evidence Adventures of Robin Hood (1883) (King ' 9 ^ 
id as the fruits of the arrest herein Henry of England stated to the Sheriff of ^ 
suppressed. Nottingham: "[b]ut look well to it, master sup 
,. , r ,, ,. . ., . ., , Sheriff, for I will have my laws obeyed by 010 

rdinglv, I would find that the arrest ' . . , . , , .. , Ma 
, r . , „, J j .. . „ „ „„ all men within my kingdom, and if thou art ' ' 

egal, but would decline to suppress J & ' Mai 
•. not able to enforce them, thou art no sher- a n c 

iff for me") The modern sheriff's powers (M< 
LLO, President Judge, dissenting. a n d d u t i e s - however, are not as clearly da^ 
use I am firmly convinced that a ' §§ 
and his or her deputies are vested In Pennsylvania, the office of sheriff is N

e, 
Pennsylvania constitution with all constitutionally created: "[c]ounty officers HO 

Su, 
majority states that suppression is the criminal repercussions of his acts. Id. The ; ss 

priate remedy because otherwise deputy majority definitively deprives deputy sheriffs of [ oh: 
fs would merely be given by indirection the privilege to arrest for summaries. They " & 
blanche to "hold[ ] motorists at gunpoint m a y n o t contravene that decision with impuni- ) 22, 
-lerwise" until a "valid" arrest could be ty

 ! 21 
;d I would suggest that criminal charges <• g j 
Inapping, false imprisonment, aggravated , . . . , . , . _ „, ., , ; , c j LI i '• Although it is unclear whether Deputy Sheriff . (i> t, and possible criminal conspiracy, or _ . . ° ,, . , , , ' r„ 

c C i . c i . Gibbons actually arrested Leet, intuitively, the < <-0 :tions tor raise arrest, talse imprisonment, J , . • , o^c 
t and battery, etc , which would mevitably P o w = r t o s t o P w , , h o u t a w a r r a n t ' s a l o S ' c a l \ 9(

rl' 
- upon such a scenario would tend to dis- corollary to the power to arrest without a war- ; = 
ge its repetition. The main point of the r a n t - I f a n o f f l c e r h a s l h e authority to make a , <-)'. 
nonary rule is to punish the state, which is warrantless arrest, it is unreasonable to require j "• 
vise immune from liability for an action- t hat he get a warrant to make the stop that M U-
etention However, where a person with- precedes the arrest Consequently, this analysis ; ^ r 

privilege defined by the law of the state" focuses on the sheriffs authority to arrest, and , h , § 

wnwealth v Corky, 507 Pa at 548, 491 the factual issue of whether Deputy Sheriff Gib- j j 
at 832, engages in behavior such as that bons made an actual arrest, as opposed to an ' h | 
bed, he is nol shielded from the civil oi investigatory stop, is nnmalci lal to this analysis , [j * 

^ g 
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COM. v. LERT Pa. 1041 > J ^ H 
CUe as 585 A.2d 1033 (Pa Super. 1991) " ^ B | B 

consist of . . sheriffs... ." Pa. these statutes delimit the sheriff's authori- ; j ^^^K 
art. IX, § 4. While our constitution ty. This interpretation has the effect of < \ ^ ^ ^ K 

d the sheriff's office, it did not define stripping the constitutional office of the * ^ ^ ^ K 
wers ' There are, however, two stat- sheriff of any powers not enumerated by ! f B ^ ^ B 
sections which address the modern the legislature, removing the sheriff from ! \ ^ ^ ^ t 
f's powers and duties. The majority, his traditional position as the primary law i ! BBBB 
te suppression court, concludes that enforcement officer of the county, and rele- : S ^ ^ ^ K 
: Commonwealth Court has acknowledged Wyoming, (Wyo.Stat Ann. §§ 7-2-101(a)(iv)(A) ' V ^ ^ ^ B 
neither our constitution nor our statutes and 7-2-103 (1987). 3 B B B B 
lerate the sheriffs powers and duties. Several other jurisdictions, while not granting o B B v M 
ite candidly we are somewhat dis- express authority to make warrantless arrests, i l S v S S 
lyed by our research disclosure that the have interpreted iheir arrest statutes as allowing 9 K W S M 
gislature has never chosen to enact legisla- sheriffs to make such arrests. See, e.g., Florida, S B V A B 
n delineating the general powers, duties, (Fl.Slat Ann. §§ 30 07 and 30 15 (West 1988), ' . P B B B P 
i responsibilities of the sheriff Fl.Stat.Ann. § 901.15 (West 1985 & Supp.1990), i 9 ^ ^ B 
\en v County of Allegheny, 12 Pa.Commw Fields v. State, 160 Fla. 877, 878, 36 So.2d 919. , S ^ ^ K 
529. 316 A.2d 120. 126 (1974). 920 (1948) (court justified a deputy sheriffs l ^ ^ B 
>sl jurisdictions have statutorily defined the warrantless arrest by stating that "[t]he law of ' S B B J B 
s of a sheriff. Moreover, the majority of [Florida] by statute makes the sheriff and the - ' ' ' I I S K S M I 
: statutes have expressly granted sheriffs deputy sheriff officers to conserve the peace and i a B B B j ) 
luthonty to arrest without a warrant See, authorizes them to make arrests"), 72 Fl. Att'y ! ? 9 S v K V 
Arizona, (Anz.Rev Stat.Ann. §§ 1-215(23), Gen.Op. 381 (1972)), Louisiana. (La.Code Crim. § £ B * Z B 
41(A)(2), and 13-3883 (1989)). California, Proc Ann art. 213 (West 1967 & Supp.1990), f l ^ B B f 
Penal Code §§ 830.1 and 836 (West 1985 & Caslnolta v. Cronvwh, 111 So 2d 744, 746 (La. i ' l S v A 
i 1990)); Colorado, (Colo Rev.Stat Ann Ct App 1973) (warrantless arrest for a misde- i f ' j B v A l 
6-3-102 and 18-1-901 (West 1990)); Con- meanor committed in the presence of the depu- l i l S v K f 
cut, (Conn.Gen.Stat Ann. §§ 54- l f and53a- ty sheriff was "authorized by virtue of Article T H B B S X 
(1985 Si Supp 1990)), Hawaii, (Haw.Rev 213 of the Code of Criminal Procedure")); Mi- ' ' l ^ B B t 
§601-33 (1985 & Supp 1989)), Illinois, chigan, (Mich Comp Laws §764.15 (1982 & ' ^ f ^ ^ B ' 

;tatAnn ch. 125, para 17 (Smith-Hurd Supp 1990). People v Robinson, 344 Mich. 353, ' ^ I S S K 
& Supp 1989)), Indiana, (Ind Code Ann 364, 74 N W 2d 41. 42 (1955) ("[ajuthority of a * f S ^ R 

-2-13-5 (Burns 1981 & Supp 1989)), Iowa, deputy sheriff of the county to arrest or stop I j S v K K 
a Code §§ 801.4(7)(a) and 804.7 (1979 & defendant for a misdemeanor committed in the s i l ^ ^ ^ K 
i 1990)). Kentucky, (Ky Rev Stat §§ 446- officer's presence cannot be questioned")); • ^ B S K S } 
>4) and 431.005 (1985 & Supp. 1988)); Minnesota, (Minn.Stal Ann. §387.03 (West ; I S B B S 
ie, (Me Rev Stat Ann tit 15 § 704 (1980)), 1968), Minn.Stal Ann §§626 84 and 629.34 i f P f l Y 
>land, (Md.AnnCode art 27, §§ 59413(a) (West 1983 it Supp.1990), Bielejeski v. Commis- k i i B v B 
59413(g)(9) (1988 & Supp.1989)); Missouri, sioner of Public Safety, 351 N.W.2d 664. 666 U ^ B B B 
Ann Stat § 544 216 (Vernon 1987)), Neva- (Minn Cl App.1984) (deputy sheriff, who was P l ^ ^ K 
(Nev Rev Stat. §§ 169 125(2) and 171.124 also a policeman, effectuated a warrantless ar- i i & B f l v i 
7)); New Hampshire (N.H.Rev Stat.Ann. rest outside of the police's jurisdiction but the l ^ B B B f 
?4 10 and 594 l(III) (1986 & Supp 1989)), court held that "the officer had the power to t e ^ B Y 
Jersey, (N J Rev Stat. § 2A.157-2.1 (1985)); arrest as a Crow Wing County Sheriff')); North I r l l S f f A 
York, (N Y Crim Proc Law §§ 1 20(34)(b), Carolina, (N C Gen Slat §15A^»01(b) (1988) i f ' B B v M 

.0, 140 25 and 2.10(2) (McKinney 1981 &. State v Gray, 55 N C App 568, 286 S.E.2d 357 i J ^ ^ B 
i 1990)), North Dakota, (N D Cenl.Code (1982) (warrantless arrest by a deputy sheriff r f l B S s 
9-05-10 and 29-06-02 (1974 & Supp 1989)), was valid under N C Gen Stat § 15A-401(b)). liW^B 
, (Ohio Rev.Code Ann. § 2935 03(A) (1975 Many other state statutes authorize the sheriff ' " S ^ ^ E 
jpp 1989)), Oklahoma, (Okla Stat Ann. tit to arrest criminals as part of his duties without S ^ ^ K 

196 (1969 & Supp.1990), Okla.Stat Ann. tit. indicating whether the sheriff may make war- ^ H ^ ^ H 
99 (1983)); South Carolina (S C Code Ann. rantless arrests for all crimes committed in the ^M i S f l B B 

-13-60 (Law Co-op 1977)); South Dakota, sheriff s presence. See, e g, Alabama, (Ala.Code M [ B B > 
Codified Laws Ann § 7-12-1 (1981), S D § 36-22-3(4) (1977), Arkansas, (Ark.Slat.Ann. E l ^ ^ B B K 
fied Laws Ann. §§ 23A-3-2 and 23A-45- § 14-15-503(b) (1987)), Idaho, (Idaho Code T = l S S B K 
(1988)), Texas, (Tex Code Crim Proc Ann. § 31-2202(2) (1983 &. Supp.1989)); Massachu- ^ | H H ^ B 
2.12 and 2 13 (Vernon 1977 & Supp 1990)), setts (Mass Gen L ch 37 § 11 (1985) and ch. ) > 1 9 s Y 

., (Utah Code Ann §§ 77-la-l(l)(a)(i) and 276 § 2 8 (1972 & Supp 1990); Mississippi, ' ' S I S ' 
-2 (1990). Utah Code Ann. § 17-22-2(l)(b) (Miss.Code Ann. § 99-3-1 (1973 & Supp.1989)), " ' £ S * A 
7 & Supp 1989)); Vermont, (Vt R Cnm.P Montana, (Mont Code Ann. §7-32-2121(2) - f i ^ B 

and 54(c)(6)), Virginia, (Va Code Ann. (1989)), Nebraska (Neb Rev Stat. §23-1710 ' ^ B s S 
.2-81 (1983 & Supp 1989)), West Virginia (1987)), O.egon, (Or Rev Stat. §206.010(1) H ^ B 
'aCode §62-10-9 (1989)); Wisconsin, (1989)), Tennessee, (Tenn.Code Ann. § 8-8-213 I S ^ B 
Stat Ann. §§967 02(5) and 968 07(1 )(d) (1988)). Washington, (Wash Rev.Code Ann. I & V S 

it 1985), Wis Stat Ann. § 59 24 (West 1988)); § 36 28 010 (West 1964 & Supp.1990)). M ^ B 
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12 Pa 585 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES 

ng him to a secondary role with duties In 1978, the powers and duties of sher- d l 

jisting primarily of serving process and iffs were further delineated in the Judi- s j . 
>rcing specific directives of our courts, ciary Act Repealer Act ("JARA"): "[t]he 
.nnot agree that the legislature intend- sheriff, either personally or by deputy, 2£ 
or could constitutionally attempt to shall serve process and execute orders Ti- n, 

eve, such a result rected to him pursuant to law." Act of j . 
"—Z , , ~ , . , , • ,, • April 28, 1978, P.L. 202, No. 53 § 10(27) „• 
henffs and deputy sheriffs, in their ca- , .... ' , ' „ „ „ „ . : u l 

, „ . „ , „ . „ codified at 42 Pa.C.S. § 2921 (here nafter 
:ty as peace officers, shall perform all ; , _ , , „.„„„ , . „ . , , . ci; 

. . . ., • , : t S IT JARA 10(27). JARA also repealed section 
se duties authorized or impns o r l "" «•'•""" 0_ . , , , , . . , , . .„%- „. , u r 

~ , . ;,—1C n o c 1 0 t c o 7- io ie 27 of the Judiciary Act of 1976 insofar as „_ 
statute 16 P.S. § 1216. Section 1216, . . , ... -, T ,. . . . _ , pr 
, . , r , .. .nnr. , inconsistent with the Judiciary Act Repeal-ch took effect in 1976, was an unnamed . . „ . , , . ., 0 0 , ;L0 „ . „.„ ar . . , , . . ., ., . , er Act. Act of April 28, 1978, P.L. 202, T. intended to clarify the powers of sher- . . c o „ r , .„ , ' „ ' J< 

J j v u -ec o A t c T No. 53 § 2(a) (codified at 42 Pa.C.S. R 

and deputy sheriffs. See Act of June . onnr,0, , „ . „ , , . ., . ,. T . D . „, ,. § 
1976, P L . 475, No. 121 § 1. Tbfijfit J , . 2 ° 0 0 2 <*H 1 4 7 4 » (hereinafter JARA 2 a ) . 

' . . * r; Finding this general repeal insufficient to . 
rly contemplates legislative action to ,. , ., , , . ., , . , , Q' 
—*—• -f—. —*• 77—; 1 accomplish the goal sought, the legislature, 
ne those duties further. It does not, • .. T ,• • A . n , . . S ..• v ' 

r———; ,—;—;—:—- ' in the Judiciary Act Repealer Act Continua-
rever. abolish the common- aw duties of .. » . , ., , , ., .,. a ; 

——'——— : , , tion Act, subsequently repealed the specific 
sheriff. That ,t was not intended to do p o r t i o n o f s e c t i o n 2 7 ( a ) o f ^ J u d j c i A c t 

*as made clear later that same year, w h i c h d e a , t w j t h t h e p Q w e r s Qf ^ p r 0 . 2 
in the legislature enacted the Judiciary t h o n o t a r y ? C l e r k o f C o u r t s > C l e r k o f t h e

 f< 
of 1976 amending Title 42 of the Penn- Q u a r t e r g e s s i o n s a n ( j t h e c , e r k o f t h e 0 f . 
ania Consolidated Statutes. In section p h a n s - C o u r t Seg A c t o f D e c e m b e r 20) I v 
1) of the Judiciary Act, the legislature 1 9 8 2 | P L 1 4 0 9 i N o 3 2 6 § 3 1 6 ( c o d i f i e d a t I n 
•fully articulated how the Title 42 4 2 p g § 20076) (hereinafter JARACA § s 

mdments would affect certain officers- 3 1 6 ) T h i s r e p e a l | however, did not affect ' J 

^ei ther this act nor anv provision of the sheriff's office. d 

LUei.2 (relating to judiciary and judical F r Q m t h i s h i s t o r y i t i s a D D a r e n t that the V 

rocedure) as added by this act shajj p0 r tron of section VJM whinh ,M^^ c 

upair or limit the existing rights, pow- she r i ff s- D O W e r s anc i d u H ^ h « n»f Koan F 
-s, functions or immunities of any dis- r e p e a l e d . N o t h i n g i n s e c t i o n 27(a) of the / 

•ict attorney, sheriff, register of wills, J u
J

d £j a 7 y A c t contradicts any provision of < \ 
rothonotary of any county except the J A R A a n d therefore, JARA 2(a) does not \ J 

ity and County of Philadelphia, clerk of a f f e c t s e c t i o n 27(a). JARA 10(27) is not • \ \ 
le courts, Clerk of Quarter Sessions of inconsistent with section 27(a), but simply ; 1 
le City and County of Philadelphia, enumerates the sheriff's duty to serve pro- ! f c 

erk of the orphans' court division or c e s s a n d execute court orders. JARA •' \ { 

) r o n e r 10(27) does not purport to be an all-inclu- \ % x 

of July 9, 1976, P.L. 586, No. 142 sive list of a sheriffs powers and duties M. s
( 

7(a) (emphasis added). Section 27(a) un- and should not be interpreted as one. It is J* ' 
takablv emphasizes the legislature's in- not inconsistent to statutorily define one iff 
; that sheriffs retain the powers they common law duty of a sheriff while leaving S f 

ady possessed. others basically intact.^ Codifying one j K 
rhere arc two conflicting methods of inter- over, such a reading would render section 27(a) J B t 
eting our legislature's codification of one meaningless. Ascribing no meaning to section , | w , 
mmon law duty First, utilizing the general 27(a) would contravene the express rule of statu- ? M | ' 
le of statutory construction that expressio um- tory construction that statutes relating to the iJaH' 
est exclusio alterius, "that which is not inciud- same "things," must, if possible, be read togeth- 'IHsi 
in the law shall be understood as excluded er, as one consistent statute. 1 Pa.C.S. § 1932. 3 l B ' 

3m the law," Commonwealth v DcFusco, 378 It is possible to read JARA 10(27) and section U K ! ' 
i.Super 442, 446, 549 A 2d 140, 141 (1988), it 27(a) together and assign each one meaning " l K ' 
n be argued that JARA 10(27) prescribes all of When this method of construction is applied, it f S S i ' 1 

e modern sheriffs powers. However, JARA becomes appjir'"1' Ih-Il thp "ih>TifP«i stafMlnrlly * f f lH ' 
{27) does not contain any language which defined powers are supplemented bv his tradi- M H J i 
pports reading it as an exclusive list More- tional common law powers and duties. I would MI^BN1 

~ . n ^ n 
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i, BBBB* 
l' BBBB1 

COM. v. LEET Pa. 1043 ) B ^ B B 
Clle as 585 A.2d 1033 (Pa.Supcr. 1991) ; M w M W V 

ioes not substantially diminish the or as they were recognized when the con- !' ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
~'s other common law duties See stitution was adopted" Anderson, Sher- i > ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
illy Soper v. Montgomery County, xffs, § 43 at 37 (emphasis added); Sheriffs . j , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ k 
Id. 331, 337, 449 A.2d 1158, 1161 and Police, § 56 at 270; Brownstown ' \'- ^ ^ ^ B 

Moreover, the legislature, through Township v. County of Wayne, 68 Mich. , / ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
CA 316, specifically repealed a partic- App. 244, 248, 242 N.W.2d 538, 539 (1976) j ' • ^ ^ ^ B 
ortion of section 27(a) of the Judi- ("[t]he Legislature may vary the duties of *p !; ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
Act. JARACA 316 is an unambig- a constitutional office, but it may not \ y ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
sgislative statement which must take change the duties so as to destroy the ( | ij ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
ence over JARA 2(a), an earlier en- power to perform the duties of the office"). C .,', ^ ^ ^ ^ K 
general statutory section. Compare The notion that a statute cannot limit the j !| ^ ^ ^ B 
CA 316 and JARA 2(a); cf. 1 Pa.C.S. sheriff's common law powers and duties is ; l! ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
1 (if a general provision of a statute reflected in the deferential language of sec- ~ ^ ^ ^ B 
special provision of the same or a tion 27(a) of the Judiciary Act; subsequent :i ^ ^ ^ B 

mt statute conflict, "the special pro- amendments to that Act did not, and could ;J ^ ^ ^ B 
: shall prevail and shall be construed not, alter that constitutionally required def- ' i ^ ^ ^ B 
exception to the general provision erence. Consequently, today, the sheriff : . I ^ ^ ^ B 
Accordingly, the portion of section possesses the power and the obligation to f j l ^ ^ ^ B 

vhich concerns sheriffs is still in ef- ^jrtorm all tne duties ot a commonjaw ' j i f ^ ^ ^ K 
sheriff, except so far as those powers and '«(j ^ ^ ^ ^ B 

conclusion that section 27(a) is still duties may have been modified by our state j;j ^ ^ ^ B 
and that JARA 10(27) does not enu- constitution or enlarged by statute. »'j ^ ^ ^ B 
i all of the sheriff's powers is also Anderson, Sheriffs, § 43 at 37; see also \{\ ^ ^ ^ B 
•ted by the principle that neither Murfree, Sheriffs, § 41 at 22 ("[i]t is com- »|j ^ ^ ^ B 
nor JARACA could constitutionally petent for the state legislature to impose \!i ^ ^ ^ B 
a sheriff of *"'« ™™mr.n lew (jiiri.. upon [the sheriff] new duties growing out j!j ^ ^ ^ B 
the sheriff is a constitutional offi- of public policy or convenience, but it can- \\\ ^ ^ ^ K 

i is vested with the powers and duties not strip him of his time-honored and com- ' ' l a Y B Y f 
sed by sheriffs at common law. W. mon-law functions, and devolve them upon ^ J ^ ^ ^ K 
son, A Treatise on the Law of Sher- the incumbents of other offices created by ^ l ^ ^ ^ B 
Coroners and Constables with legislative authority"); 80 C.J.S. Sheriffs i l S ^ ^ B 
;, Volume 1, § 43 at 37 (1941) (herein- and Constables, §35 at 203-204 (1953) ^ H ^ ^ B 
Anderson, Sheriffs); W. Murfree, (hereinafter Sheriffs and Constables) (in i ' ^ ^ ^ H 
Treatise on the Law of Sheriffs and addition to express constitutional and statu- ' ' H ^ ^ H 
Ministerial Officers, § 41 at 22 t o r y grants of power, sheriffs also have ' H ^ ^ H 
(hereinafter Murfree, Sheriffs); 70 " s u c h implied authority as is necessary to ^ i i B ^ B 
r.2d Sheriffs, Police, and Con- c a n T o u t s u c h express authority"). ) 9 ^ ^ B 
? § 56 at 270 (1987) (hereinafter Since JARA 10(27) cannot be read as an i i f ^ ^ B 
7s and Police). "While the legisla- exclusive list of the modern sheriff's pow- ' f l ^ B B v 
lay impose additional duties upon the ers and duties, the scope of those duties i H ^ ^ ^ H 
', where he is recognized as a consti- must be determined with reference to the . j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K 
il officer, it cannot restrict or reduce powers of the office when it was first ' ' I f ^ ^ ^ B 
wers as allowed by the Constitution^ created.5 This inquiry requires reference £k l l l ^ ^ ^ B 

l this lauer interpretation because it is de- of the legislature's intent with regard to section B i d ' K S B ^ H K 
from principles enunciated in our Statu- 27(a), nor any explication of the foundation ^ ^ 1 ; K f ^ ^ ^ ^ R 

Construction Act, 1 Pa.C S. § 1501 et ieq., upon which the legislature's power to alter the (s ^ ' I P B ^ B W 
as elucidated on page 1043, infra, the legis- fundamental nature of a constitutionally ere- ' I P ^ ^ ^ ^ V 
: cannot limit the sheriff's common law ated office could rest I H B ^ ^ B 
rs by statute. _ , . , „ , . w B B B l 

5. Our present constitution was adopted in 1968. , ' I H H B H K 
lough the majority relies heavily upon However, our constitutions have always provid- H B ^ B B 
L 10(27)(42 Pa.C.S § 2921) in building his ed for the sheriffs office See, e.g. Pa. Const ^ | B _ V _ B 
nent that the legislature has stripped sher- § 31 (1776) (repealed) ("[sjhenffs and coroners l i ^ ^ ^ B 
if their authority to arrest, notably absent shall be elected annually in each city and coun- f * ^ ^ ^ B 
Judge Wieand's opinion is any explanation ly "); Pa Const art. VI, § 1 (1790) (repealed) P B ^ B m 

?<VAB 
*'*" B B ^ B 
^BBB v BBB •' BB^E 
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1044 Pa r>85 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES 

in turn to the common law of England peace and protector of society against vice 
under 1 Pa.C S. ^ 1503(a), which states: and crime"). "In short, all legislation tend-

[t]he common law and such of the Stat- ing to secure the peace, order, safety, and 
utes of England as were in force in the comfort of the community, naturally tails 
Province of Pennsylvania on May 14, within [the sheriff's] province," Murtree, 
1776 and which were properly adapted to Sheriffs, § 1172 at 640; see also Elder v. 
the circumstances of the inhabitants of Camp, 193 Ga. 320, 323, 18 S.E.2d 622, 625 
this Commonwealth shall be deemed to (1942) (citation omitted) ("sheriff has the 
have been in force in this Commonwealth right and duty to 'enforce the laws enacted 
from and after February 10, 1777. for the protection of the lives, persons, 

1 Pa.C.S § 1503(a). property, health, and morals of the people 

"The office of sheriff is one of the oldest •' ">> State v- Reichman, 135 Tenn. 653, 
offices known to the common law system 665- 1 8 8 S W - 225- 2 2 8 <1916) ("it is the 
of jurisprudence. It is an office of great d u t v o f t h e s h e r , f f a n d h i s deputies to keep 
dignity and greater antiquity." Anderson, t h e i r e y e s °P e n f o r evidence of public of-
Shenffs § 1 at 2. fenses, and that it is a distinct neglect of 

[Sir Edward] Coke ascribes to [the sher- d u t y f o r t h e m t o 5 « n o r e c o m m o n k n o w l " 
iff] a treble custody, to wit, of the life of ed%e o f l a w violations .. .")•« 
justice, of the life of the law, and of the Under the common law of England, the 
life of the republic; of the life of justice, sheriff's powers and duties as keeper of 
to serve process and to return indifferent the queen's peace required him to 
juries for the trial of men's lives, liber- apprehend, and commit to prison, all per-
ties, lands, and goods, of the life of the sons who break the peace, or attempt to 
law, to make execution, which is the life break it; and may bind any one in a 
of the law; and of the life of the repub- recognisance to keep the peace. He 
lie. to keep peace, etc. may, and is bound ex officio to pursue, 

Gwynne, Sheriff and Coroner at 57-58. a n d t a k e a11 traitors, murderers, felons, 
In his role as peace keeper, the sheriff is a n d o ther misdoers, and commit them to 
"the principal conservator of the peace £ a o ' f° r s a^ e custody 
within his bailiwick." Commonwealth v. H. Broom and E. Hadley, Commentaries 
Vandyke, 57 Pa. 34, 39 (1868); see also on the Laws of England, Volume I at 410 
Anderson, Sheriffs, § 42 at 36-37 (the sher- (1869); see also E. Jenks, Stephen's Com-
iff is "responsible as conservator of the mentanes on the Laws of England, Vol-

("[sjhenffs and coroners shall, at the limes and lablishcd, the sheriff provides local law enforce-
places of election of representatives, be chosen ment and executes all duties otherwise per-
by the citizens of each county . . "); Pa. Const formed by policemen); Brownstown Township, 
art VI, § 1 (1838) (repealed) ("[sjheriffs and 68 Mich App at 251, 242 N.W 2d at 541 In ? 

coroners shall, at the times and places of elec- Clarion County, Pennsylvania, for example, one 
tion of representatives, be chosen by the citizens night a week during the summer months, the ; 
of each county"), Pa Const, art. XIV, § 1(1874) Clarion County Sheriffs Office provides a depu- !" 
(repealed) ("[cjounty officers shall consist of ty sheriff to patrol townships and boroughs that 
sheriffs "). Because the office of the sheriff have not established a police force See The i 
has been perpetuated in each of these charters Clarion News (July 26, 1989). Even if a jurisdic-
without specification or limitation of its powers, tion within the sheriffs county has established 
it is fair to conclude that the modern sheriff it.s own police force, the sheriffs powers and 
retains those powers which were understood to duties are not diminished. See Soper, 294 Md. M* 
be inherent in the office at the time it was at 337, 449 A.2d at 1161 ("[wje shall note that ML 
codified in the 1776 constitution. ordinarily [the common law powers of a sheriff] .IIK; 

are concurrent with the powers now ordinarily '.w£ , 
6. The sheriffs duty to preserve the peace is exercised by police officers"); Wolfe v. Huff, 232 ; S ; 

heightened when he knows that a particular Ga 44, 45, 205 S E 2d 254, 255 (1974) ("(e]ven <iiH-
area is nol adequately patrolled by local author- when a county police force is established, the , l f i f 
ities See Sheriffs and Police, § 47 at 262; Sher- power and authority of the sheriff to enforce | H : 
tffs and Constables, § 42(c) at 213; see also the law and preserve the peace is not legally .jBL 
Soper, 294 Md at 338, 449 A 2d at 1162 (in diminished Both should act cooperatively and JM|i 
counties where a police force has not been es- in concert to achieve this desired purpose") ^ f i l 
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! BBBBBBj 

COM. v. LEET Pa. 1045 < ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
Cite as 585 A.2d 1033 (Pa.Super 1941) ^ H B B B B t 

t 313-314 (18th ed. 1925). When £since] 'all crimes are offenses against >; B B B B B B j 
iding criminals, the sheriff could the peace, Jjie phrase 'breach of the [> B^BBBBf 
vithout a warrant, a person who peace' would seem~to extend to all indict- ', !; BBBBBBf 
:d a breach of the peace in his able offenses, as well those which are in j , ^ B B B B B ^ 
or any felon. See id. Volume IV fact attended with force and violence, "as I I.' B B B B B B t 

we also Anderson, Sheriffs, § 166 those are only constructive breaches of j :f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
When the sheriff's office was the peace of the government, inasmuch j if B B B B B B 

ited from England to the colonies, as chey violate its good order,; j jj ^ ^ ^ ^ H 
; Pennsylvania, its common law Commonwealth v. Magaro, 175 Pa.Super. , jj B B B B B K 
the primary peace officer of his 79, 82, 103 A.2d 449, 451 (1954), quoting i ] | ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
was not substantially altered.7 Williamson v. United States, 207 U.S. 425, I H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B 

insylvania, 4 4 4 ' 2 8 S-Ct- 163> 169> 5 2 L-Ed- 2 7 8 <1908>- !§f ̂ ^ ^ ^ B 
, i • , , „• It appears then, that any criminal offense \y^ ip. B v B B B B 

general rule is, A peace officer . : , , , , , ^ • v- B B W 
... . — •—T~r constitutes a breach of the peace. > l « B B B B B B » 

without a warrant, arrest for a r l i fSBBBBB; 
or a misdemeanor committed~7n Because the sheriff had, at common law, \ j l ^ ^ ^ B 

isence although the right to arrest t h e a u t h o r i t y to make a warrantless arrest . J ^ ^ ^ B 
misdemeanor, unless conferred by f o r ^ b r e a c h o f t h e P e a c e t h a t w a s c o m" | [ f f l ^ ^ H 
I is restricted to misdemea^oTs m i t t e d ln h i s P resence, an authority which P 1 B B " ^ H 

ting to a breach of the peaTe".' w a s g ' v e n constitutional dimension when ^ I ^ B ^ B 
~~ the office of sheriff was incorporated in i j f i B B B B B 

twealth v. Pincavitch 206 Pa.Su- u r n i ^ •_• -^ Av^^^^^^^m 
' t-u '""'"' uv a.^u e&c^ Q£ p e n n S y ] v a n , a ' s constitutions, it nee- f • e S H 

, 544, 214 A.2d 280, 282 (1965) e s s a r i l y MJS ^ ^ o f f i c e ^ ^ ^ ' f ^ ^ B 
omitted). It is apparent from the t i c a , a r r e s t p o w e r s t o d a y A d d l t i o n a l l V ) " " I B ^ B V 

« above that the common law pow- t h e r e j s n Q d o u b t t ha ( . a n y c r i m m a ] v j o ] a . 1 J ^ ^ H 
e sheriff included those of a peace t i o n c o n s t i t u t e s a b r e a c h o f t h e p e a c e . IS ^ I ^ B B H 

As these common law powers Consequently, the modern sheriff is autho- t l ^ B ^ H 
n retained by the sheriff under the r i 2 ed to stop and arrest, without a warrant, • ' I ^ H B H 

rania constitution, it follows that s o m eone who violates the Motor Vehicle i ' l ^ B ^ B 
am sheriff, in accordance with the C o d e in h i s p r e s e n c e . See Anderson, Sher- i ' l B ^ B ^ B f 
rule stated in Pincavitch, retains ^ § 1 5 3 a t 1 4 9 ; see also 6 9 0p.Ga.Att'y I ^ B ^ B Y 

mon law authority to arrest for G e n 3 8 5 ( 1 9 6 9 ) r [ t ] h e e n f o r c e m e n t of the ' I ^ B ^ B S 

^of the peace committed in his c r iminal law, which include[s] traffic regu- ' ' i ^ B ^ B 
lations, is logically comprehended by the if i lB^B^B^B 

ourt has stated: phrase 'preserving the peace' ").9 I r l i^B^B^B? 
United States, the English common law However, I believe that the sheriff is a "peace K ; ' ! w f i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B 

:red only to allow the sheriff to arrest officer" as defined by the Crimes Code. A ; : 3PBBBBB* 
offenses attempted or committed in his "peace officer" is "[a)ny person who by virtue of j . &BBBBB& 
:, without a warrant. Murfree, Sheriffs, his office or public employment is vested by law > IpBBBBBj 
: 163, Anderson, Sheriffs, § 1161 at 629, with the duty to maintain public order or to Is MBBBBBV 
Reichman, 135 Tenn. at 664, 188 S.W. at make arrests for offenses whether that duty ' H s ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
United States v Walton, 423 U S. 411, extends to all offenses or is limited to specific • - IgBBBBBk 
SCt 820. 825, 46 L.Ed 2d 598 (1976) offenses " 18 Pa C.S § 501 (emphasis add- i'fl^B^B^Bl 

icient common-law rule [was] that a ed) As I have discussed, the office of the sher- ^m ilfBBBBBt 
fficer was permitted to arrest without a iff has always been charged with the duty to £r\ - I B B B B B B B 

for a misdemeanor or felony commit- maintain public order ft^j U p B B B B B f 
us presence as well as for a felony not Wt j t J t B B B B B * 
ted in his presence if there was reason- 9- 0 u r M o t o r Vehicle Code allows uniformed T 3 l l ^ ^ ^ ^ H 
>unds for making the arrest"). Pennsylvania State Police Officers to make war- ~ • JfBBBBB? 

rantless arrests for violations occurring in their ' '̂ f BBBBBf 
ennsylvania Crimes Code, which defines presence 75 Pa C S. § 6304(a). Further, other ^ : B B B B B B B B K 
n "peace officer," was not enacted until uniformed police officers may arrest, without a ' ^BBBBBl 
See 18 Pa C S § 501. Therefore, the warrant, nonresidents found committing code |- Hmmmmmmf 
lefinition is not controlling in determin- violations. 75 Pa.C.S § 6304(b) These sec T ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
:ther the sheriff was a peace officer at " o n s d o n o t preclude (he sheriff from perform- f ? . ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
n law, and whether the sheriff falls with- i n 8 a warrantless arrest : | • M M M M f 
purview of ihe the Pincavitch court's As previously noted, a statute cannot extin- ,t •VSSvV 
ion of the powers of a "peace officer" guish the common law powers and duties of a ^ BSSSSf 
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46 Pa 585 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES 

t is true, as Leet contends, that the his presence, it is clear that suppression of dip 
sriff's arrest powers date from a period the evidence based on the illegality of the thi 
en crimes were defined by the common stop was improper. However, because this Cc 
r and that these common law crimes court may affirm the trial court's order, if 46' 
re since been abolished in Pennsylvania, correct, on any basis, Soloski v. Hetrick, th. 
Pa.C S. § 107(b), and replaced by the 396 Pa.Super. 140, — n 8, 578 A.2d 445, inj_ 
mes Code. However, it is a non sequi- 453 n g (1990), further review of the sup- of 
- to argue that because no common law p r e s s i o n c o u r t ' s ruling is warranted here. m; 
mes exist, there are no crimes for which S h o u l d t h e evjdence have been suppressed 
! sheriff may arrest. A distinction must a s t h e r e s u l t o f a n i n e g a l s e a r c h o f ^ - 3 r e 

_drawn between the ability to arrest for c a r ? A c a r e f u l r e v i e w o f t h e r e c o r d a n d Lfc 

mnonjaw crimes and deriving one's au- a p p l i c a b l e c a s e , a w c a n o n l y l e a d t o t h e 

,nty to arrest from the common Jaw. c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e methamphetamine \ 
e common law imparted to sneriirs tfTe f o u n d jn t h e d e c k o f ^ ^ c a f w a s 
f/er to arrest for all crimes committed , , • ,., • , 

A, . „., ., , procured during a valid consensual search 
their presence. While common law , . , ., , ,, ., . , 

, . , , L , „ of Leets car and that the evidence seized 
mes have been expressly abrogated, the . ,, , , , .lL , 

... . . . . ., , . . . ' should have been admitted. . istitutional powers of the sheriff have T, \ 1 
: been altered. Because the legislature After moving Leet's car to a safe park- CJnr'evaA2 ° 
lid not, bv redefining crimes, accomplish ing space, Deputy Sheriff Gibbons asked She.^^ XAJxs-**-
lirectly what it could not do directly, i.e., Leet if he would mind opening the paper ~pe>i*3&& 
mcate the constitutionally endowed pow- bags that were in Leet's car. Following 
; of the sheriff, it follows that the sheriff each request, Leet voluntarily opened a ' 
ains the authority to arrest without a bag, eventually opening a bag containing f 

rrant for all crimes, however defined, marijuana The voluntariness of Leet's „ 
emitted in his presence. consent must be determined by the totality r 
[n my opinion, since Deputy Sheriff Gib- of the circumstances. Commonwealth v. 
as had the authority to stop Leet for the Elliott, 376 Pa.Super. 536, 553, 546 A.2d 
)tor Vehicle Code violation committed in 654, 663 (1988) Further, the record must ^ 

onstitutional officer. See supra at p 1037 Pa C.S. § 6304(c), the investigator would possess , i 
/toreover, "[t]he powers of arrest conferred by the power to arrest for violations of that Code. ( 
section 6304] are in addition to any other pow- However, section 732-205 does not mention en- x 
rs of arrest conferred by law" 75 Pa.C S forcement of the Motor Vehicle Code. Hence, e 

i 6304(c). This clearly evidences the legisla- (he power to stop for a Motor Vehicle Code " 
ure's intent that section 6304 is not, as the violation was not otherwise "conferred by law" \ ( 

najonty states, an exclusive list of those officers a s r e q u , r ed by 75 Pa.C.S. § 6304(c) and accord- ( 
luthonzed to make warrantless arrests. Be- jngly, the investigator had no authority to at rest r 
ausc, as outlined above, the common law and f o r M o ( o r vehicle Code violations. See Gallo- i 1. 
>ur constitution confer upon the sheriff the p a a l _ 5 7 4 A 2 d a , 1 0 4 6 

,ower to arrest for any violation of a criminal Calloway's holding that members of the At- r 

tatute occurring in his presence, 75 Pa.C.S t General's Office cannot stop molcrists * 
1 6304(a) and (b) should not be construed to , , ; , ,, , , r , . , ,. J , , 
• L I , . for Motor Vehicle Code violations does not af- 1 1 
imit the power to make warrantless arrests to . , , . ., . ,, , . , , , 
. , .„ „„,! i„^,i n„„ m „„ feet the conclusion that the sheriff does possess I 
tate and local policemen , ^ , , . , , , , 

In Commonwealth v Galloway. ~ Pa . ;>uch P o w e r . Calloway* easily distinguished 
;74 A.2d 1045 (1990), the Commonwealth ar- b e c a u s e " , s b a s e d « h °"V o n t h e supreme , 
;ued that an investigator for the Attorney Gen- c o u r t s interpretation of the scope of power con-
•ral's Office possessed the power to stop and f e r r e d o n t h e A « ° r n e y General by the Common-
.rrest a motorist violating the Motor Vehicle w e a l t h Attorney's Act. This Act does not pur- ' 
lode. Our supreme court disagieed The Com- P o r l t o regulate the powers and duties of a . t , 
nonwealth Attorney's Act, 71 P.S. § 732-101 el s h e r l f f a n d therefore the Act, and the Galloway , 
cq., grants members of the Attorney General's decision, are not dispositive of the issue before !, ,| 
Dffice the power to arrest but restricts that pow- this court However, the Galloway courl ex-
•r to arrests made in connection with the mvesti- pressly recognized that arrest powers can arise 5 ' 
jation and prosecution of offenses enumerated from sources other than section 6304. — Pa j I 
n 71 P.S. § 732-205. — Pa. al . 574 A.2d at n. 2, 574 A 2d at 1048 n 2 Thus, our i : 
it 1048 The court acknowledged that if en- statutes do not preclude this court from looking j £ 
brccment of the Motor Vehicle Code was listed to ihe common law as the ongtn of the sheriffs ( \ 
is a duty in section 732-205, by virtue of 75 arrest powers t {J 
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•t' ^ ^ B 

COM. v. LEET Pa. 1047 i i ' ^ K 
Cite as 585 A.2d 1033 (Pa.Super. 1991) ' ^ ^ B 

isclose that consent was not obtained ble cause to believe that the car might ! ' ^^m 
irough the use of duress or coercion, contain further contraband in the form of '^^M 
'ommonwealth v. Smagala, 383 Pa Super marijuana or alcohol" arose after police, j ^ B 
36, 474, 557 A.2d 347, 350 (1989). None of during a roadside traffic stop, observed an \ ^M 
le testimony from the suppression hear- open bottle of wine in the car and smelled { ^ B 
ig even remotely suggests the existence marijuana); see also Commonwealth v. . \ ^ B 
I threats, duress, or coercion. Hence, the Bailey, 376 Pa.Super. 291, 545 A.2d 942 \ \ ^ K 
larijuana was lawfully obtained (1988) (warrantless search of entire car was j I ^ K 
After discovering the marijuana and ar- valid even though the defendant had al- ; j ^ B 

:sting Leet, the officers began to search ready been arrested and handcuffed, where ; l ^ B 
eet's car. probable cause to believe that evidence of a j l ^ H 
To justify .. a [warrantless] search .. crime was concealed in the automobile . ^ ^ E 
[of an automobile,] an officer must have arose after a policeman observed the defen- \. J ^ K 
independent probable cause to believe dant holding a clear plastic bag which con- \ ^ ^ B 
that a felony has been committed by the tained a white powder during the course of j i ^ B 
occupants of the vehicle, or that it has a roadside traffic stop); Commonwealth v. ; f i B B 
been used in the furtherance of the com- Stoner, 236 Pa.Super. 161, 165, 344 A.2d . l i ^ B 
mission of a felony, or the officer must 633, 635 (1975) (probable cause to search , fj^^B 
have a basis for believing that evidence automobile arose where, during a routine > $ ] ^ B 
of a crime is concealed within the ve- traffic stop, officer "observed marijuana »' ^ B 
hide, or that there are weapons con- seeds and leaves in plain view on the floor, jj; ^ B 
tained therein which are accessible to the seats, and clothing in" defendant's car), g ^ B 
occupants. Commonwealth v. Wright, 234 Pa.Super « ^ B 

'ommonwealth v. Lewis, 442 Pa. 98, 101, 83, 86, 339 A.2d 103, 105 (1975) (where | B 
75 A 2d 51, 52 (1971) (emphasis added); officer observed heroin in defendant's car f B 
'ommonwealth v. Rodriguez, 379 Pa Su- during a roadside stop, the officer had the | : B 
er 24, 28-29, 549 A.2d 578, 580 (1988) "right to search the entire vehicle"). I B 
llocatur granted, 523 Pa. 649, 567 A.2d T h u S i i t w a s during the course of a valid k B 
52 (1989); see also Commonwealth v. Mil- s e a r c h t h a t L ^ y e i l e d t 0 t h e officers that 8- B 
ak, 508 Pa. 2, 8, 493 A.2d 1346, 1349 m o r e d r u g s w e r e h l d d e n in t h e ^pe deck, I B 
.985) ("where there exists probable cause ] e a d m g t o t h e d i s c o v e r y of the metham- | | B 
slated to the vehicle or its occupants, a p h e t a m i l i e . The only conceivable motiva- I H 
jarch of the vehicle is permissible"); tion for Leet's behavior was his belief that § I B 
'ommonwealth v. York, 381 Pa.Super. 55, t h e d w o u ] d i n e v i t a b l b e discovered in | » 
3, 552 A.2d 1092, 1096 (1989) ("[w]here t h e C Q U r s e o f t h e s e a r c h , w o u ] d n o t » 
olice officers have probable cause to be- c h a r a c t e r i z e a , , s e a r c h b a s e d o n b a . | H 
eve a vehicle is carrying contraband they b , e c a u s e t 0 b e & S Q u r c e o f d u r e s s o r c o e r . I H 
lay conduct a search of the vehicle as . „„ . . . „ f, „ . ., . ,, RlMf 

J ,. . , i , c l o n o r to constitute a threat that would U x K 
lorough as a district justice cou d autho- . . ., , . c T ., , , UvK 

. 6 ,„ J_ , , , vitiate the voluntariness of Leet s behavior * * • 
ze in a warrant ) Probab e cause to . ,. , . . . , ., t T . , , O S S 
,. ' , , . , Accordingly, it is clear that Leet voluntar- h l B 

elieve that an automobile contains the .. . , ., ... , ., , .. » » ) £ • 
, . uy instructed the officers of the location of tilBH 

-uits or instrumentalities or crime exists ., ., , . „ , . J i H K 
, . t -i 11 ^ ,.. «• the methamphetamine. bmagala, supra. ^ M rhen the facts available to the officer n ,, T . , .. , ," , r , rAmtm 

,, , , . . , Consequently, I would find that the meth- « 5 l r * H rould warrant such a belief in a man or ^ , . , KTl $ » 
, , ,. r. J • nrm r. o amphetamine, the drug on which the mid | B 

^asonable caution. Rodriguez, 379 Pa.bu- , • ,. T ^ i. J • J • x^l • a n 
, . , CJA A 0 j . COA XJ 4.u n charges against Leet were based, is admis- > J H K 

er. at 28, 549 A.2d at 580. Here, the smell . , , , , . , ^ WM 
. .. , , . . sible at trial. i<fiK 
f marijuana and beer emanating from • ' » • 
,eet's car and the subsequent lawful dis- The foregoing discussion may be summa- .:. gB 
overy of both substances inside the car rized as follows: first, that Deputy Sheriff . W 
ave rise to probable cause to believe that Gibbons possessed the authority to stop • SB 
ie car contained additional contraband Leet for a traffic violation committed in his ,' I B 
•ommonwealth v. Duell, 305 Pa.Super. presence, and second, since Leet voluntar- i | B 
31, 433, 451 A 2d 724, 725 (1982) ("proba- lly disclosed during the course of a valid . $m 

: p | l 
-*M 
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Pa. 585 ATLANTIC REPORTER, 2d SERIES 

bile search information leading to obtained as his own, and that defendant depos 
icovery of methamphetamine, the failed to make required disposition of prop- 3927(r 
should not have been suppressed, erty. 18 Pa C.S.A § 3927(a). 7 Q 
ese reasons, I would reverse the P 
ssion order and remand the case for 2- Conspiracy «=>23 

Individual is guilty of criminal conspir- , g 

acy if, with intent to promote or facilitate 
. , i ;, . . not r̂  

D ELLIOTT, J., joins. crime, he agreed to aid another person in . 
attempt, solicitation, planning, or commis-

j l \ sion of crime. 18 Pa.C.S.A. § 903(a). m e r e 

(o fHrNUMBfl! SYSTEM) I a p _ . 

\ I / 3. Criminal Law <©=59(1) y 

"Intent" element required to be proven Iishec 
by Commonwealth is the same for accom- guilt 
plice liability as for conspiracy. 18 Pa.C. 

[MONWEALTH of Pennsylvania S-A- §§ 306(c)- 903(a)-
Bn 

v- 4. Embezzlement <s=44(6) pellai 
Mark J. STEIN, Appellant. Evidence would not support conviction Ke 

,-, . , D , • for theft by failure to make required dispo- Pitts! 
iperior Court of Pennsylvania. . . ' , ? , * r i w l 

sition of funds received; defendant was 
Submitted Oct. 9, 1990. salesperson for construction company, and Be. 

Filed Jan. 28, 1991. although defendant accepted deposit money BRO' 
from homeowners for work that was not 
done and defendant received salary from j BE 

fendant was convicted in the Court construction company, evidence did not es- Fo, 
mon Pleas, Allegheny County, Crim- ^ ^ ^ t n a t defendant intentionally dealt lant 
vision, No. CC 89-00006, Bigley, J., w j t n homeowners' property as his own. 18 24 cc 
:ounts charging him with theft by pa.c.S A § 3927(a). ure t 

to make required disposition of Rece 

•eceived and 18 counts of conspiracy 5. Embezzlement <s=44(l) 2 
theft offense. Defendant appealed. Evidence would not support convicting chall 

jperior Court, No. 817 Pittsburgh defendant of theft by failure to make re- presr 
Beck, J., held that: (1) evidence quired disposition of funds received on the- Appe 
not support convicting defendant o r y 0f accomplice liability, although defen- weal 

is salesperson for construction com- dant as salesperson for construction com- elem 
ind accepted deposit money from p a n y obtained deposit money from home- reasc 
vners on contracts for which work owners on contracts for which work was , lant, 
t done of theft even on accomplice not done and defendant received salary ' sent* 
of liability, and (2) evidence would from construction company. 18 Pa.C.S.A. lant. 
jport conspiracy convictions. § 3927(a). 1 w 

versed. oviH. 
6. Conspiracy «=>47(11) . ^ e v , a 

_ ., , , . . t appe 
Evidence would not support convicting 

lezzlement <&=4 defendant of conspiracy to commit theft by |; 
find individual guilty of theft by failure to make required disposition of 5. 
to make required disposition of funds received, although defendant worked . t , , 

•eceived, Commonwealth must prove as salesperson for construction company ; js 
fendant obtained property of anoth- and accepted deposit money from home- ; | , 
ject to agreement or known legal owners on contracts for which work was f J ,° 
ion upon receipt to make specific not done; evidence did not suggest that \ I 
its or other disposition thereof, that defendant had agreement with his brother i t 1. 1 
int intentionally dealt with property who owned company to commit theft of | | 
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PRESENTATION TO THE 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

AUGUST 17, 1993 

Dt going to get involved in the history of the Sheriffs 

; either you have already heard it or some of my colleagues 

mch upon it. Therefore, I will make an assumption that some 

jntatives have reservations on the cost of having 

3le legislation for the Sheriff's Office. My office does 

yell with finances. I use the sheriffs' fee bill, Title 42, 

is: 21111 through 21119 to the fullest. I can safely say, by 

lg myself of Title 42, that on some days the deputy's salary 

.d. No expense to the county. 

f for deputy sheriff's training is through the two dollar 

:ge. There are bills in the house to change the Sheriffs Fee 

d with these bills there are companion bills to increase the 

ge. Any increase granted would sustain the additional 

g that may be needed. Then again, if the Municipal Police 

g Board would accept deputy sheriff's, the extra funding 

ot be necessary. 

al monies collected by my office in 1992 was $ 314,353.39, 

h $243,823.99 was from poundage (real estate) My budget for 

s $443,046.00. Monies collected in 1993, from JAN to JUN 

31,004.52, of that $151,202.28 was from poundage (real 

. My budget for 1993 is $456,528.00. 

1 
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DUTIES AND TRAINING PERFORMED BY THE 

PIKE COUNTY SHERIFFS' OFFICE 

raining/Schooling 

) Deputy Sheriff's must attend Deputy Sheriffs Basic 

Training- Act 2(1984); - 160 hours. 

) Mandatory continuing education - every other year. 

Training is given by Temple University School of 

Criminal Justices. 

I Attend a multitude of seminars, schools, and training in 

various law enforcement programs. Some of these programs 

are: (1) US Marshall School, Glynco, Ga. "Court Room 

Security"; (2) Interpersonal Communication Skills; (3) 

PR-24; (4) Advanced Drug Law Enforcement School(DEA); 

(5)(Hazardous Device School(Bomb Technician); Police 

Firearm Instructor School, training in defensive tactics 

by our own certified instructors. 

Duties of a Deputy 

Bomb Technician - responds to calls when requested 

by the PSP - and other state, local and federal 

enforcement agencies. 

Drug Task Force-- Member of the county drug task force. 

Assists in arrests, have done undercover work. 

Breathalyzer - Perform DUI tests on breathalyzer 3000. 

Video operation - Video tapes DUI suspects. 

Deputies do the ELECTRONIC MONITORING for Probationary 

Department. Placing on person electronic devices and 

2 
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monitor. 

Deputies are on call 24 hours a day. 

Execute bench warrants for the court of common plea. 

Execute warrants for probation, assist on pick- up 

orders. 

Serve Protection from abuse orders from Court of Common 

Pleas and/or Magistrates office. 

Assist PSP and municipal police with the transport of 

Mental Health Patients. 

) Project D.A.R.E. - Pike County Sheriffs' Office 

instituted the program in January 1990. We have gone 

from one deputy to three deputies teaching the program in 

schools. We are handling two of three school districts. 

The criteria for being a D.A.R.E. officer is a minimum of 

two years in law-enforcement field duty. My senior 

sergeant is a mentor on the state training commission for 

Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency. As of 

this day we have reached out to 9000 students. 

) TRIAD/SALT - Seniors and Law-Forcement Together - This 

year I have begun to co-ordinate with the Pennsylvania 

State Police and the three municipal police departments 

with-in the county to implement the program. This 

program deals with assisting senior citizens. 

) An arm of the court: 

+ providing courtroom security for Judge, defendants, 

juries and witnesses. 

3 
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+service of original process in a civil action, to 

include: process in other than civil actions. 

+Replevin (Complaint, writ of seizure, impoundment) 

+Proceedings in Quasi in REM (writ of attachment) 

+Enforcement of judgement (writ of execution, writ of 

Possession) 

+Evictions (order of possession) 

+Service of subpoenas. 

++Court Order from Pike County Court of Common Pleas 

[attached] "Sheriff of Pike is directed to make service 

of all process emanation from the Magisterial Districts" 

++Court Order from Pike County Court of Common Pleas 

[attached] "Sheriff of Pike is directed to do all 

juvenile transports]. 

I Crimes Code Section 4110: Defrauding Secured Creditors. 

Have filed criminal complaints based on this section. 

Sheriffs come by these circumstances frequently. 

i Prisoner transport: In July 1989 the Pike County Jail was 

closed because of an inadequated physical plant. The 

road mileage incurred just for prisoner transport is in 

excess of 450,000 miles. 

In 1992 the mileage was 160,000 miles; 1993 ending June 

30, the mileage is 55, 982. We have housed inmates as 

far west as Cambria County and south to Chester County 

Conclusion: 

Deputies of Pike County are trained in the use of force, 

4 

ciori
Rectangle



search and seizure, and criminal procedures. My 

deputies' have a noteworthy reputation to the extent that 

our assistance is requested by the Pennsylvania State 

Police and the Municipal Police Departments. 

Some years ago, the local police departments attempted to 

receive a NCIC/CLEAN computer for their use. These 

departments did not meet the Pennsylvania State Police 

criteria and were denied. I interceded, and my office 

was able to receive the NCIC machine, (signed over to me) 

and it is now situated in the Pike County 

Communication Center. 

This indicates that someone out there believes that 

somewhere with-in the law enforcement structure, 

sheriff's do have police power. 

I am attaching a brief of a case heard in Superior Court; 

Commonwealth v. Lyons, Superior Court of Pennsylvania 

(3/13/89) 555 A.2d.920. This case reinforces that 

Sheriffs do have arrest powers. Another case, 

Commonwealth v. Delatore; Motion to dismiss. C.P. of 

Washington County, no 1197 of 1990. Jan. 28, 1991; 

provides further proof of the sheriffs arrest power. 

In closing, I have six deputies that are ACT 120 

certified. All are former police officers. The 

Municipal Police Training Board will not allow them to 

participate in "Continuing Municipal Police Training 

Program" because they are no longer employed by a police 
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department. The district attorney has deputized 

three as county detectives so they may continue with 

their education. 

I ask you to please take the sheriff's out of limbo. We 

do not want to take away any one persons livelihood. 

We want to continue augmenting and assisting other law 

enforcement agencies. We would like to accomplish this 

without feeling we are out in left field, standing there 

naked. "Thank you". 
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515 (1991) • Commonwealth v. Dtlatotc 5LS < ^ | 

•;:.The prolhonotary. is directed to provide notice of : ^ H 
the entry of tins opinion and order as required by ^ ^ 
law. -:^H 

•.,,,,.... . \ Commonwealth y, Delatore ^m 
j Arrests —* Power to make —^ Sheriff and sheriff's deputies — • ^ H 
Preach of peace cotnmittedln deputies',presence in public , ^ H 
area — Sheriff's deputies have power to make arrest ., ^ H 

,. . A sheriff and sheriffs deputies have the power to arrest an • ^ H 
> individual who is committing a breach of the peace in their ,<: ^ H 

presence in a public area, ,;: ^ H 

;'; Motion to dismiss. O P . of Washington County, j. B | 
no,.U97 of 1990, .-. :£ „ . \ t , . , -: • 

,'•'•Dennis M* Makel, assistant district attorney, for '-\ ^M 
the Commonwealth.: H 
r George fLHanna, for defendant. ,: i ^ | 

" BELL, J.r January 28/1991—This case is before f- H 
the court: on-defendant's motion to dismiss the " . ^ H 
charges against him: More specifically; defendant is \ ^ H 

. requesting the. court to dismiss the charges alleging j: ^ H 
that- neitherj the sheriff nor, his: deputies possess ;'"/ ^M 
general police powers or legal authority to make an !;.'•; H | 
arrest.'.'-j !•.'.•,/•(<: t-ifl-i,-':';;s:« .•:-.:,,>:••'. .-.•' . • ' - ' ; ^ | 
•jĵ Upon consideration of. the transcript of the pre- '>'} ^ H 
Hminary hearing-in the above.captioned case, the -?l ^ H 
briefs and arguments of counsel, the. court makes [-, MM 
the following findings of fact.*.:»-»v.i ji>. ... ' ^ ^ H 
• The newly constructed Star Lake Amphitheater is -jjjj ^M 

located in the< rural >area of- Hanover Township, Vj: ^ | 
•Washington-County V- Pennsylvania;.'iStar. .Lake . , i | l ^ | 
presents shows and concerts for the genera! public ' . i'^.^H 
MUSI * T ) i e a'u'orneyV'for the Commonwealth and 'the defense j ; \ j ^ B 
stipulated as to'the'facts'and the matters'contained in the ' ; j ^ | 
transcript of the preliminary hearing held on July 24, |990, <•' • j j ^ H 

•-•.' i r H 
1 I ^^^^1 
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I
j I D loiiimoiiwcuiui v. vcmoi* u w. « v.. <)ui 

and has a sealing capacity of approximately 25,000. 
Hanover Township has a police force of five part-
time police, officers.. ' 

• - Star Lake employed full-time security personnel 
and also entered into an agreement with the Wash-
ingtpn County Sheriffs Department that the sheriff 
and his deputies would provide additional personnel 

-. ,, to handle ..traffic,-crowd con,trol,> security,.-etc, 
..'' ( . Washington County provided a'sheriff's vehicle or 

.. vehicles to assist in the.abovei ' ^ u>,'rv?v:-. ••••- •:'•''• 
"" A letter-was; written on 'JuneA, 1990, by' Chief 

N ' Deputy Sheriff Ferdal Littleton.5 to management of 
Star Lake outlining the terms of the sheriff s/depu-

' ties'duUes and financial arrangements. (See exh. 1.) 
Basically, the letter states the Washington County .' , V \- Sheriff would provide security and traffic control to \ • '' Star 1 Lake at $10 per hour per,.irnan;; workmen's : •' ; compensation and general liability insurance on all persons working concert events would.be the re* •' i., . sponsibility of. Star Lake.i Payment 'of wages for •' -. deputies assigned to Star Lake shall be. paid by Star Lake, directly.to them.,*--/UJ: V-.- J$ '>> »'•> -\\\ i'o••. • =•• -. ' i' ' "., "OriJuly 4, 1990j Star Lake'conducted a concert/ . *' ' \ • show and Washington County deputy sheriffs were / ' i ' • '< on- duty1 as' outlined above'.''Washington County deputy sheriffs Carl Pitzarella'and David Richards were 4n the security office/trailer located on the premises of Star Lake; The deputies heard scream-. ing emanating from outside the trailer but in the ,, public area of the amphitheater.'Deputy. Pitzarella r .*• stepped outside. the. doorway. and. observed defen-. dant Ronald DeJatore, screaming loudly-and using ', ,. boisterous, vulgpr.language, Deputy Pitzarella tolc defendant "to settle down/' Defendant ignored him and Pitzarella-again.requested ^ defendant to. calm down; however,, defendant contmued to be loud; boisterous and used .vulgar language in the public area. Deputy Pitzarella then notified defendant he • . / • . " • • ' . . - ' . • • " • , ' • ' . : * . • ' " • ; • • ; • 
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JL was under arrest for disorderly conduct and told him 
^ B to go inside the security office, where the deputy 
^F ' " wouid issue a citation. Defendant settled down and 
,\ . consented, Once inside.the security, office, defen-

'••;.. dant let pyt.a screanj and punched Deputy Pitzarella ; 
.} in the face, knocking him down. •-,< • • • 
'j < . , Pitzarella suffered a broken nose and an injury to 
; 'i ]• his eye. The abpve incident .was witnessed by Dep-
•.' , ,. iity Richards who, along with other security person-

! . nel present, subdued'defendant. Deputy .Richards , 
• then arrested defendant and filed charges of aggra-

''. . r vated assault, simple assault, .resisting arrest and ! 
. V . disprderly; conduct. •"/<••» ̂ ,v;^ ĉj.. : , , ' ' 
' (' .We also note that deputies? Pitzarella and Richards 

. were dressed in Washington County Deputy Sheriff 
'" 1 •' uniforms, exhibiting badges and side arms, all clear 
( | • indicia of their official position. H«: =::.'' 
: | .» Defendant) argues that 'be deputies had neither 

general nor specific statutory authority, (o make an 
' >•; arrest in the case at. bar. Further, defendant alleges 

| that the; Washington County; Sheriff's Department 
• | illegally contracted with Star Lake Amphitheater to 

^ provide isecurity services;.-(i.e. theyjwere commit- , 
'] . ting a criminal act by their employment at Star Lake 
| in violatipn of J6 p.S. §1210 et,;seq,). Section 1210 
\ s tates : / . - • . • • ; .« ! i't«»-i. J •'«».;:!«-•» " , t . •..•'-:;" ' • ' 
\ .*.'No? sheriff,'deputy sheriff •;../.shall perform 

. ':l directly or indirectly; any.official services or official 
1 5 duties for( any person, association, or cooperation, 

or receive directly or indirectly any compensation 
I . ,». . from any, ;•• corporation during the period of 
I. their, official services.".;-.• •.,•••. v. 

i I , ,-First,'!iwe address the. issue, of. the sheriff's \ 
/"arrest'* authority; Our .research reveals no statu- \ 

I: t,ory or appellate case law directly on point as to the / 
'^fc [ genqral. arrest powers of the sheriffs and their dep- / 
^r \ uties in thevarious counties of the Commonwealth / 
J \ of Pennsylvania. . : »:',...;?.•.; , . / 
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I
. . 5 1 8 Commonwealth v, Delatorc 11 D, & C. 4Ui s 

- ' • . • • • ' < ) 

. Consequently, we are left with the historical back- '0 
. ground of the sheriff,and his functional common •',.• 

'• Over -900 years' ago ?the office <of sheriff was ' -
. created in England with its main function or purpose >. '; 
Jo see that the king's laws were strictly enforced and 

I adhered to by his subjects and to act as'the principal ,' 
conservators of the peace within their bailiwicks.-;.; 
'-' Granted, over the years and centuries,; the duties 

. 'of the'sheriff changed but'the office continued [o '.' 
. maintain considerable authority as the enforcement '[ 
arm of (he English courts,-! <';'<»'•'= i</,?'>^"?;''•*\'*\''/ 

i".. '. In the early 1600s when English immigrants-ar-•'; 
. ' rived and settled in Pennsylvania they brought with' .,-,•, >y. them the English-concept' of the office'.of sheriff) which Included all those duties which English com-• • mon law mandated and, more particularly, keeping •\ the peace in the counties (bailiwicks) they served. *;; In PennsylvaniaJ*the office of sheriff was consti-. tutionally established in 1776 with the'adoption of . . / . . Pennsylvania's first Constitution but* unfortunately, v. V. this document didnot specify or provide-a descrip-''• 'y •' lion of the.duties or; powers of .the office.' Our .--• *' present-Constitution,'which was adopted >in 1968, ]• again failed.to/Specify with particularity*the duties '. -, and powers.of the sheriffs in the .Commonwealth.' • / ••>' Our research failed to uncover .'any* statutory / . authority granting or denying the sheriff the power / t o arrest; Title 16 PiS. §1216 states that a sheriif or • I his deputies."shall perform'all those duties author \ rized or imposed on them by statute/' Further, we > find in. Title 42 Pa.C.S,. §2921 that :"the;. sheriff, either personally*or-.,by his deputy, shall. serve, process and execute orders directed to him pursuant totew." ''ir.;'.:-.'* • -.v':••;>>'f> V?r,i'-,vi.::- .:.<.: \»yv: .M ,*:*•;•)•. • /'.Turning to.case.law in,Pennsylvania, we find the, / sheriff described; by. the' courts in variousi wavsi f including ."the principal conservator of theip^a^e; '. ' . ' •- • '••"•• & $ # § * ' . ' • • « " • • 
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•«'*• 515 (J991) > :,; -' CbmmonweaUhv. Dctatore . 519 \ 
B ',• » 
^ - within his bailiwick," Commonwealth v. Vandyke, t 
• < 57Pa.34,39.(1868); '^keeperof thepeace. . .inthe ji 
J county,??. :/>*< Charge-to Grand Jury of Venango ' .' 

; . ' County,', 23 Pa, .C, 667 (1900),-.. t u V •, • ( 
| <: hi 4974/we find the Commonwealth Court in | 
<j .,'•'- Venneri v. "Coymty; of Allegheny,\.\2 Pa. Conimw. | 

517, 316^A.2d 120 (J974),; qiiptirig, with approval, i? 
J / Vandyke,-, supra: "[The]- sheriffs in this Common- r-
\f • wealth has been described as/the principal conser- •* 
'.jj . ' vatqr of the peace withinihis bailiwick,"' Also, we * 
I . see in .Milleny.-,NunJcAS k£),&C. j<3d ?599, 601 -02 | 
.| ;'.';• (1980);:..*'sheriffs, within the scope of their respec- , % 
•\ . '• tive. jurisdictions,nare given*power;.and haye the t\ 
1 d u t y , to . p r e s e r v e , t h e p e a c e , l ; ' / J K > V ' ^ t ?«: . . . . - i-: 

'I / . Based upon the above, the court concludes that V \ 
'\ / t h e office of-sheriff in-the Commonwealth of Penn- \ } 
.,-$ / sylvania .serves two purposes: One, to serve as an i ,;; 
'$ ' arm of the;-cotirts, •i.e.,, serving process, enforcing ' ;. 
}i court orders^, escorting prisoners, providing protec-
| >: • tion. and .security to, the courts and. its personnel; 
> two, the sheriffs are the keeper or, conservator of the / 

V| public peaceand order in their, respective bailiwicks / 
| V drcounUesVflAv.o'i '• " • ':-^'?:h^i0 '-l:"'.- '"..;• / 

••'•>• ^ v It is obvioiis.that in order fp carry out the duty of; . 
| / maintaining, the" public peace-ahd order, it is necesi \ 
-jj r sary that.the sheriff have arrest powers to take into i j 

)
•• | custody,jthose, individuals,who. disrupt, the public / .! 

(. I .: peace and order in. his presence, As pointed out in / 
i the, Armstrong; County case of Commonwealth v. / i 
\ Leet, r>P.&C,./lth97,98(1988);:.v; : . , , :• 

/'. • '* |TJherecan be little doubt that the sheriff and his \ i| 

1 / deputies retain their historic powers as peace offic- / v 

I ers, that is, the power to stop and/or arrest where ;, 
\ breaches of the public peace or public order occur in 

the presence of. such officers. . ." ; :',. , 
^ ^ P ;With respect to the case now before this court, we . i 
efjjjftjj find for the aforementioned reasons, that the Wash-
H § | ington County.sheriff's deputies had the legal au- j 
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• j . • 520 Commonwealth v- Delator >-. • 11 D. & C, 4th '| 

R , thority to arrest and charge^ defendant Delatore.. , . 'J 
fl '•' Defendant, by his conduct; was committing a breach . V 
I of the peace in the presence-of the deputies in a >,. 
fl public area (Star Lake)* i.e;, being* loud, boisterous, •'• v 
B < and using vulgar language, and then assaulting Dep- .! 
fl uty•• Pitzarella causing serious injury to his person •..:';; i 
B which generated ithe...telany-.chargeiof aggravated '''; 
fl , /, assault,' \' ;-r.u *i-,J>.;irivi]iv\h'bi',-<< -ijK'ti';- .•>*<*•. v-? ?. ,\̂  
B ' " } It would be illogical to rule that a'sheriff o r his .« ,$! 
fl '- deputies could witness a breach of the public peace *:. ..;•;' 
fl ••'.•* and be a victim of a criminal act and'notthave the ; ••*£ 
B - authority• to arrest- forJsuch>conduct>in 'order-: to •',':-•£!; 
I . ;';'. preserve the peace;*A.-logical analysis would con- •/•''.$ 
I chide that it would be impossible. .for a sheriff;to"'•>$« 
fl perform- his present day functions in'situations' as . j | ^ 
B ,,' •; the facts of the case' revealwithaut any enforcement \? ;# 
fl , . ' - authority.•"v^UH^ASWftfw* :''-y,5^.^?/f'^;»*^sV.!^Sj 
B "-. This court, by it,s decision.today, does notidecide : ' '9 
I ( the broader issue of a sheriff's general police powers ')i 
I • or arrest authority iwith respect to motor < vehicle • : | 
fl . violations, investigations of crimes,'etc.>\-'P1'"-s»-1: :. J[ JiJ 
I • A*v ̂ hisrhlingcohcern^only the sheriffs authority to \>M 
fl •'• •' arrest for breach >of• the public peace' and order. :j'M 
fl . J ^coinniUted in Ins or his deputies* presencey •'•"-•.:_•-•'•- ; ^ 4 
fl \ , Defendant's 'second-argument that 'the sheriffs v$f 
• ; office was- in; violation >of'J6(

,PrS. '§1210 by -their ''{$& 
fl employment at'St'ar Lake is1 simply irrelevant to the :<^'j| 
fl case at bar.' Whether or not the sheriff department's r*f i? i 
fl contractual 'arrangement at Star 'Lake' was in com- ;.£>••,'"# 
fl • ' pliance with section'1210 has no bearing^oh !defen- -..;) | 
I dant's arrest for" alleged commission of breaches of ;v';'"/? 
fl • -the public peace, !•'«•/• aj ••?>:• •>iuz nv..>'M<ti)t}tu ^r.>.u;(\^h'f^^ 
fl The sheriffs contractual arrangement with Star -.•';" J 
fl Lakei its legality^.its compliance with"'pertinent V/;? 

-^H statutory authority, etc, is a separate, and distinct v yl, 
. D H matter from the issue at bar;;-.'.1*- . ^ r ^ v «•:•«« •*•''» - ' ^ fl 
0 H Even if we1 were'^to assume tliat'the'';sheriffs' .,. 
„ I . ' department's contract to provide security services, , ./Jc 
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521(199!); .< Curty andSon v. Haileysville Ins. Co. 521 ! H 

at Star Lake is :in violation of .section 1210, the : < • ;• 
. sheriff or his deputies were on the scene and once on ' . B ' 

.the scene, had certain inherit, powers as outlined I ' ' 
i . : above. |t is trie^ourt's opinion that, regardless of the > ; • ;•-, 
j;.• genesis.Qf the^deputies* presence at Star Lake, the V'H ;i; 

sheriff and. his( deputies ,are ori ."call/duty." to per- -,:•, H 
'. form their services of keeping th^ public peace 24 ji H "j 

hours a day, seven days a week in their respective . ; • f, 
:. c i u n U e s . , . ^ ^ ^ ^ - : ; . . , ^ , - . ! ^ ^ ; ^ . , . ; . - • • . " . • ; • - , , 
, , r) For.the;aforestated reasons,,defendant ssmotion V H o 

..to-dismiss is tdemedv;, ^{rij «Hi? ;„f.y. > T . . , , - . '. I " 
]/&}'• «»:<oj^%p-:;;r--1 Wi'!'*&fi#f''" ; • • • . • • . ' • • / «• • -
1 :>*Mff /i/V^ ̂ ^ ^ ; - O R D E R ^ h r i / ; v i v - ; ; - -v. . f . i ' B r-
i; .. wiv.fs 'Mii &fo*'Tfi##;'•.•,„• J*.- .-!'#l.vrW? :;•-..• » i. * » L. 

V >;And n.Pwi j3Pu3ry,28, WJ^af tera hearing and A • ¥ 
- . vpbri consideration,of |he.testimony, evidence and " ••'.'• fn 
, arguments of counsel, defendant'^ jnotion to dismiss £;• r 

• is denied. . i id^»^:;^ • .,- M £ 
, . r v i v i i ((= *>Jf-Jtrt§*?^i»^.s-^ifit^H?j>:*:?t-.t.:v?b5:*ji>?f.*:.-1 ;'•'? <• ' f ' B ? 

• rifi'^'i.-:'t:ah'?^<^if^ri;Vt,^ -w:- •i-<;V',.i,ij. '..i -^ ,.*• ! • n 

''"ftti&ijohn J-Curry arid Son vvHarleysviIIe •:>. '. > • ,, 
•̂ . -i« ,-.!-;•.».)-.^.MutualInsprance Co. -ijs«'.; {••!*..*,;'. "| • '' 

'•'u 'Insurance'—'Interpretation'ofpolicy— Insurer's'duty^to . ' . I o 
. ,'defend or indemnify ^.Work-product exclusion ry-'jimbiguity •', ^ S 
j ^ hot:]fredted..by^gmnt}pf coverage)for,icq>ress^'or- implied • ' ' |. fl 

' - '' warranties of good workmanship •+% fnsurer.not obligated, to \ H 
• • ' f^.wW*^.fyrr^^^ .... • . if • 

•̂ An, exclusion Jrpm, coverage, in'jin,;lngwiancc. policy for ' ' " I 
•- 'insured's work.product is not rendered arnbiguous, obligating . , > < H -j 
"'. insurer to indemnify or defend Insured̂  by another provision of ' H j;| 

(he policy Jhat grants coverage (or,e^prcss or implied warran- H [;; 
ties of good workmanship,V;';.".'1 •?":•:•* *' ••»>:.I';- ', H |' 
! Declaratory;'judgmeni'jaction^ C.P.: of Carbon ,<;H '; 

County, no, 88-0936, '"' ' '•; ,..',' V ; : l " 
•.;..-.• - .-.•'v-.*!i(»v',•: t*f 'v'.i.i/'i :: ti!".is .-!•••- '; • 
y-v William G,\ Schwab, for plaintiff. .1- .•'•> •..,, ' I n 
., William H,: Bayer, for defendant Harleysville Mu- 9 ;"( 

JuaJI Insurance Co.,;,.- i. . -..•»!,•>...•..• ' H "' 
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I Reasoning 
:rimlnol law Bullttln it published by A county probation officer is not required to get a 
irrwi W„ indiono. Pa. 15701 monthly court order or a warrant to arrest a parole violator. 
Clan Poifoo. it paid at indiono. Po. Deputy sheriffs have statutory authority to assist 

0dfreM « , T J ° ** i T I ' l T " " 0 parole/probation officers under 16 Pa.S.A. Section 
t»ln at 2579 Worrtn Rd., Indiana, , „ . . r

L . , . , A, A , .„ , ,. , „ , 
1216, which provides that sheriff deputies shall perform 
all duties imposed on them by statute. One such duty is to 

f The Ptnmylvanla Polic* Criminal maintain the peace and dignity of this Commonwealth. 
Ptnmylvonlo Pallet abrtatt at dt- And, 42 Pa.C.S.A. Section 8952 provides that all duly 
law that affttt pallet practlcti In employed municipal police officers have authority to en-
'• force the laws of this Commonwealth anywhere within his 
— — — ' primary jurisdication as to any event that requires action 

on the part of the police to maintain the peace and 
dignity of this Commonwealth. 

This statutory authority includes authority to aid 
f each officer who has had con- parole/probation officers. This authority of a deputy 
lithfully completes this form and s n e r i H is c | e a r | y s f a t e d i n s e c t i o n 8 9 5 3 w n i c n s f a t e s , h a ( 

ited form as events change and a n y d u ( y e r r i p | o y e d municipal police officer who is be-
to be marked, then any officer y o n d ni$ p r i m a r y jurisdiction has authority to enforce the 
ind consults this form, will know | a w s o f t h i | Commonwealth the same as he can in his own 
1 and will know just what he can primary jurisdiction when he has requested to assist any 
approaching the person to give | a w enforcement officer or has probable cause to believe 
• to question him about an unre- , h e o t h e r off icer i% i n n e e d o f n e | p . Deputy sheriffs have 
>rds, police personnel will not be express authority to come to the aid of county 
i status of the person is. parole/probation officers outside their own jurisdiction. 
has been of some help. Call or (Court's emphasis.) The broad grant of authority in 
sstions obout this answer or you S e c t i o n 8 9 5 2 ;ncJucJes such authority within their own 
>arch on different questions. jurisdiction. (Court's emphasis.) 
^mm^^m^mmi^m^mm^mmmm^mm I" this case, the assistance given by the deputy sheriffs 

was within the authority granted by the legislature. 
Have Authority Under the - - — — ^ — — — — — — — — — — — 
iction Act To Make Arrests 
r Own County When Their Short Brief 
I By Other Police Officers 

wealth v. Lyons (Note: Although this case has no binding effect in Penn-
Pennsylvania (3/13/89) sylvania since it was decided by a New Jersey Court, it 
A.2d 920 m a y k ° v e persuasive influence on Pennsylvania courts.) 

State v. Carter 
ted deptuy sheriffs to assist him Superior Court of New Jersey (8/4/89) 
>r parole violations. At the re- 562 A.2d 1196 
cer, the deptuy sheriffs went to 
t any probation officer present A police officer stopped defendant's cor for tailgating. 
t or court order and arrested As the officer approached, he saw a passenger bend 
'ith and convicted of resisting over as to reach under the seat. The officer thought the 

person could be concealing a weapon under the seat. 
claims that a probation officer The driver and three passengers were ordered out of the 
st the assistance of a local law car and patted down for weapons with negative results. 
ake a warrantless arrest of a The officers were concerned that if a summons was issued 
claims that a local law enforce- and the occupants were allowed to enter the cor, they 
tority to make such an arrest would have access to what was under the seat. While 
i without the probation officer another officer watched the car's occupants, one officer, 

fearing for his safety, entered the passenger area to look 
for weapons. Looking under the seat, he found cocaine. 
After arresting the occupants, he searched the rest of the 

if defendant was lawful without passenger area and found more evidence. 
On appeal from a lower court suppression of the evi-

riffs have authority to assist a dence, the Superior Court reversed and upheld the war-
3 an arrest? rantless search, ruling that the search without a warrant 

and without probable cause, but based on reasonable 
suspicion that the car contained a weapon, was lawful 

ned. under Michigan v. Long, 103 S.Ct. 3469 and in the 



§4109 Crimes Code of PA 7 0 

§4109. Rigging Publicly Exhibited Contest. 
(a) Offense defined.—A person commits a misdemeanor of 

the first degree if, with intent to prevent a publicly exhibited 
contest from being conducted in accordance with the rules and 
usages purporting to govern it, he: 

(1) confers or offers or agrees to confer any benefit upon, or 
threatens any injury to a participant, official or other person 
associated with the contest or exhibition; or 

(2) tampers with any person, animal or thing. 
(b) Soliciting or accepting benefit for rigging.—A person 

commits a misdemeanor of the first degree if he knowingly solicits, Z 
accepts or agrees to accept any benefit the giving of which would = 
be criminal under subsection (a) of this section. £ 

(c) Participation in rigged contest.—A person commits a = 
misdemeanor of the first degree if he knowingly engages in, S 
sponsors, produces, judges, or otherwise participates in a publicly c 
exhibited contest knowing that the contest is not being conducted V 
in compliance with the rules and usages purporting to govern it, > 

by reason of conduct which would be criminal under this section. 

§4110. Defrauding Secured Creditors. 
A person commits a misdemeanor of the second degree if he 

destroys, removes, conceals, encumbers, transfers or otherwise 
deals with property subject to a security interest or after levy has 
been made thereon with intent to hinder enforcement of such 
interest. 

§4111. Fraud in Insolvency. 
A person commits a misdemeanor of the second degree if, 

knowing that proceedings have been or are about to be instituted 
for the appointment of a receiver or other person entitled to 
administer property for the benefit of creditors, or that any other 
composition or liquidation for the benefit of creditors has been or is 
about to be made, he: 

(1) destroys, removes, conceals, encumbers, transfers, or 
otherwise deals with any property with intent to defeat or 
obstruct the claim of any creditor, or otherwise to obstruct the 
operation of any law relating to administration of property for 
the benefit of creditors; 

(2) knowingly falsifies any writing or record relating to the 
property; or 

(3) knowingly misrepresents or refuses to disclose to a 
receiver or other person entitled to administer property for the 
benefit of creditors, the existence, amount or location of the 
property, or any other information which the actor could be 
legally required to furnish in relation to such administration. 

(rev. 85) 
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THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PIKE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

JUVENILE 
) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ / 

IN RE: JUVENILE : NO. / / '(f&S . 1^ z y f '. 
TRANSPORTS ' . ' 

s ' yA ., / LtC/s^ ^j y./.lc-^LJ 

: ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

md now this <S day of / [ [lA/J^X 1992 the 

Sheriff of Pike County is directed to transport 

uvenile delinquents to and from various detention 

:enters, treatment facilities, medical facilities, and 

ither places of detention for the Court as may be 

lecessitated from time to time conveyed through the 

•ike County Probation Office. 

BY THE COURT: 

7~~— ~--^^-^ » P/J.// 

c: Probation Office • 
Sheriff's Office 
Court Administrator 

S" - -5 

CO ^ 

- * • - > 

^ - ^S 
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I 

i 
I 

I 
I 

I 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PIKE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

RE: SERVICE OF PROCESS IN : No3^£- 1989 Miscellaneous 
THE SIXTIETH JUDICIAL : Docket 
DISTRICT : 

i 

i 
O R D E R I 

! 

AND NOW, this 1st day of May, 1989, the j 

eriff of Pike County is Directed to make service of 

1 process emanating from the Magisterial Districts 

the Sixtieth Judicial District of Pennsylvania | 

d the District Justices of this Judicial District are 

rected to forward to the Sheriff of Pike County 

1 process to be served forthwith. i 

•*t BY THE COt/KT, j 

: Sheriff ' , 
Carolyn H. Purdue r o 
Gudrun K. Quinn y ' -^ 
William Sanquilly r • — 
Court Administrator r 1' 

C J— 
c ' • 

* ai _5 
^ - i 

! 
I 

I 

! 

i 

i 
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OFFICE OF 

BARBARA FRAMPTON 
CLARION COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

COURTHOUSE 

CLARION, PENNSYLVANIA 16214 

R E E D (814) 226-4000 

CRETARY E X T 2 0 0 6 

1'99 2 

Smith 
af Clarion County 
bounty Courthouse 
PA 16214 

i, 

3 letter is to confirm my support for you and the other 
inia county sheriffs in the ongoing battle to fully 
/•our sheriff's powers of arrest. 

and your department provide a much-needed service to the 
3 of our small county. At a time when crime rates are on 
, the last thing we need is less law enforcement power! 

ise accept my best wishes for a successful and productive 
isylvania Sheriff's Association annual convention. You 
support. 

7rampton 
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a The Old Gaffer - I B M — 

' S b ° " "̂ 0M ^ ANDREWS JR. • S H B I 
: was ; 
nany ground of experience to the For many years I have been 
ome- Clarion County Fair. This com- an advocate of reform In our 

His munity event has played a major supposedly constitutional gov-
td as role in my adult life through .fiie eminent. It is certainly true that 
con- years, and I know it would; bej the USA is, the world's most 

severely handicapped should workable government, despite 
cores the services of Sheriff Vem apparent blemishes and contra-
r law Smith and his crew of deputy, of- dictions. To keep apace with 
eriffs fleers be. withdrawn. modern times, however, the 
wild For many years, Smith and democratic system needs to be 

:t, to- hiS crew have provided super fine-tuned to make it more re-
more service during Fair Week. Critics sponsive to the needs of today's 
rede- of using the county sheriff claim challenging society. 
:rews alternates are available, such as .The office of county sheriff 
lould flre police, pther volunteers and serves as an excellent example 
other employing a private.police agen- of the need for fine-tuning. Quite 
at all cy. separate and apart from the 

Since security for Fair "Wfeek Is valuable security and control 
nind, an around-the-clock service, vol- services' provided community 
ys to unteer flre police are not avail- events such as the county fair 
jeing able except for limited hours and Autumn Leaf Festival, there 
arion each day. As for using private is a real need for more, not less, 
» du- agencies, the cost would be pro- police protection for citizens of 
>onsl- hibitive. all areas. 
>mith it should be remembered that How many times do we hear 
ities. the office of county sheriff is ,an that the state police are working 
heriff elective position. The public se- with only limited personnel, and 
>f the lects the sheriff, and it seems that local municipalities have 

only natural to assume a quali- only limited police resources? 
ed to fled police officer is involved in The Sheriffs Department could 
>unty the" process. Under the new in- make massive strides toward 
it be terpretations of state statutes correcting this problem. 

pro- as presented by influential If legal beagles are determin
a n t s lawyers, many of them serving ing the powers of sheriff are lim-
tlval, as solicitors, the public has no ited to being process servers, 
imes, right to expect professional po- then the General Assembly 
I the lice officers; since county sher- should authorize corrective ac-
s in- iffs are limited in what they can tlon. 
rents and cannot do. Governmental leaders at many 
y the As seems to be taking place In levels seem to be mounting all 

so many other areas of today's . types of actions to combat 
con- complex society, the "public be . crime, especially In the fields of 

raffle damned." From the sidelines, drug and alcohol abuse. Most of 
com- this very interested and ,con- these well publicized actions 
ninal cerried observer Is aghast that., serve very few practical purpos-' 
i cor- the three top executives of coun- es. They are largely Ineffective 

the ty government, the commission- programs. If governments are 
ed. ers, endorse this type of citizen really sincere in their anti-crime 
I the negativism. Based on the advice programs, what is wrong with 
rtaln- ,of their legal counsel, an elec- expanding already existing po-
back- tive office is being subverted. [Continued on Page 3) 

eader-Vindicator 
dnesday at New Bethlehem, Clarion Co., Pennsylvania, 16242 
hern Clarion County Newspapers, Inc. 
ad Street New Bethlehem, PA 16242 

FAX 814-275.-3531 

JOSEPH SHAW BARBARA BARTLEY 
' Editor Cou nty Editor 
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[Continued from Page 2] •< 

lice and security forces'? cor i rmiss ipners — Linda 
.Much of the background for McCarthy. David Black and 

today's legal interpretations pf B ^ P a r a , Frampton. ' 
what a county sheriff can and v T ^ « $ « * * * announced-sus-
canhofdb refer directly to insur- pension 'of services quite defi
ance . coverage - its high c o ' s t , 1 ^ ^ l o t in the puTjUeinter-
ahd risks taken. This seems, t o ' est. 1 am quite concerned that 
go back to the old'Gose'pl hymn, * ? ^ ^ a ^ u m y ? ^ d . l n . * l s 

Tell Me the Old, Old S tory / The /case is one more frightening ex-
costs and risks of today's irisur- **&? that representative gov-
£n'ce coverage range f a r ' a n d ernment is breaking- down. The 
wid.e. In fact, insurance might people's choice when they voted 
be devastating many areas of to- 'fdr county sheriff is all bu t be-
day's society. , " tag Ignored. 
' And once again the need for , Despite my retirement' as a 
fine-tuning government sur- professional journal is t , ' I . am 
faces. Legislative bodies need to s t m compelled to comment on 
review insurance policies and disturbing developments in 
place limits on court action modern government. I am not 
abuses / . impressed with what I see and 

According to .the front-page ^ ^ • ,„. , . . . . . . . v '„;„.-., i„, L i T,,»»L--O i w t I am still shocked that the history in last w e e k s Leader- *• - ',__„ _, 
Vindicator, Clarion County Sher- ^ ^ assassination in 1963 of 
iff Vern Smith has already sus- . ^ , s i d e n

x
t , J o h n f\ Kennedy is 

pended many community ser- f"U Ja controversial issue since 
• vices. His action was based on * e , government has silenced by 
,the advice of his solicitor, the intimidation any and all investi-
county solicitor, and collective gf t i o n s °£ ™ h a t actually took 
actions by the three county place on that tragic day. 

J ' J My distrust of government has 
•m been even more accelerated by 
\ shocking developments about 
| conduct of the so-called recent 
I war in the Persian Gulf. The. 

American people have been de
ceived ln getting Information 
from governmental leaders. 

AncT now, at a much lower 
level, comes the Sheriff Vern 
Smith' story. 

Something is sadly missing in 
destroying our confidence ahd 
trust in those who represent us 
in the' halls of government-The 
need for corrective action - is 
long overdue. • 

/ 
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t Ruling Handcutls countu 
g concern county community prior to joining refers to 'police officer' the court has legislative leaders to c 
gardingare- the sheriff s department. And, we're decided the sheriff's department does the legal terms utilized i 
Derior Court told by the court that in their present not have statutory authority to en- Or, at best there is a n< 
im a case in capacities Smith and Hornberger force the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, those codes and make t 
d rules that don't have the same powers as police The state code (Title 75-1990) of their intent more de 
ities do not officers when it comes to traffic ar- defines a 'police officer' as "a natural clear to all, including tl 
ers. do not rests. Please, give us a break. person authorized by law to make ar- police and the public. 
;y to enforce Here in Clarion County, all full- rests for violations of law." Go Sheriff Smith has 
le code. time deputy sheriffs have undergone figure. legislators about the n 
ludicrous in Municipal Training Act schooling, Although the ruling is being ap- letters to those officials 
the sheriff's the same training as mandated for pealed, it has seriously affected the all but name, sheriff 
*i of veteran other police officers. And, in addition sheriff's deaprtments in this state, as deputies are police 
icials, it is they have undergone the state's attested to in Clarion County by should be afforded the 

sheriff training program. Sheriff Smith who believes "there's authority" to enforce I 
strong Coun- Brian O'Neill, a columnist for the a real need now to pursue legislative- While the appeal of I 
t that occur- Pittsburgh Press, wrote on Feb. 17, action to correct and define these the state's Supreme Co> 
hen Deputy about this same issue pointing out terms in the vehicle code," and in the up to two years or mor 
3 saw a car that in Allegheny County it's not as crimes code and county code. • bent upon the legislati 
ine and pass if the sheriff and his deputies are a There really is a present need for [Continued on F 
! car over and bunch of Barney Fifes. Ditto, here in- ',."-.••'• 

Clarion County. i. • 
r Court last O'Neill, too, points out the sheriff f •• y-t -r'\ - v "I ' "X 
ling by Arm- and deputies in Allegheny County I p"* / - v I ^± t \ /"-J ^ ^ "f* _ 1 
hat deputies get the same police academy training I , LA, »<=**•" • - - — 
vers as police as borough and township police . » • a l ^ ^ < J / » n r f < 
jislimitedto officers. MUlH^Q r f w I i t f w W * ' 
perior Court Indeed, he says, it's common prac- * " & rContinued from Paj 
found in the tice for borough and township of- l ,. 
illy and the ficials to request deputies to pinch ^ , s o m e t h ing expeditiously to cor- conai 
prosecuted, hit for police temporarily away from ^< r PH-the entire matter. jt'r 
es don't have the job. Ditto, here in Clarion V. ,.prtainlv should be incumbent in ^ 
>lice officers, County. • " T h e legislators to at least define police 
urt has erred However, that's not the crux of the - V i ^ o js a police officer" and to take towns 
an County is immediate case which is now on ap- , . a t ^ y mandates tUat should reque: 

peal to the state's Supreme Court. . SJ- - L imDosed upon those comprising depar 
Sheriff Vern The problem appears to be with the , heriffs departments throughout the reiatu 

'ennsylvania interpretation by the courts over the ' commonwealth. As we said, they can e n £°^ 
• 29 years — contents of the legislatively-enacted , , i_ „,. t n e nresent Clarion County 1 ' 
leriff Daniel vehicle code. ^ ' s ° S s Department if they need an some 
-year law en-. That code does not define a 'peace ample to use in defining law en- rur<" 
served as a officer,'a'law enforcement officer/ forcement personnel. . „ 

hern Clarion or 'sheriff.' Since the vehicle code I' T J 0 otherwise would be law 
ridiculous in light of the economic fie c 
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OFFICE OF THE 
CLARION COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

347 MAIN STREET, CLARION, PA 16214 

814-226-4423 
JOSEPH T. STRONG 

Assistant District Attorney 

May 14, 1991 

ick J . Staple ton 
e Senator,. 41s t . D i s t r i c t 
Croyland Avenue 
ana, PA 15701 

Senator Staple ton: 

I have" been asked by our Sheriff Vern Smith to >v 

e concerning the a r r e s t ' powers of County Sheriffs 
I do so g lad ly . In a small county such as Clar ion, 
Lave many small towns and townships with no po l ice 
rtment and an understaffed Sta te Police bar racks . 
hort , we need a l l the law enforcement we. can ge t . 

In my twelve years as D i s t r i c t Attorney of Clarion 
ty , I have had t o repea ted ly r e ly on our She r i f f ' s 
r tment ' to provide law enforcement services . I have 
id t h e s h e r i f f ' s d e p u t i e s t o be well t r a i n e d , 
e tent , and he lp fu l . On a number of occasions, the 
' i f f ' s Department has a s s i s t e d me where o t h e r 
icies were r e l u c t a n t t o a c t and on one occas ion 
ed me convict a loca l po l i ce chief who was s t e a l i n g 
y-

I am s o l i d l y behind any e f f o r t to enhance and 
ify the p o l i c e powers of t he county sheriff . Please 
Lot h e s i t a t e to contact rae i f you wish to d iscuss 
matter fu r the r or i f you have any questions. 

Very t ru ly yours, 

William M. Kern 
D i s t r i c t Attorney 
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torial - Opinion 
Bravo, Sheriff 

Sheriff VernE. Smith sylvania State Police officers serving 
id his department will Clarion County cannot be everywhere due 
Is in various townships to manpower limitations. That's unfor-
arion county which do tunate, but it 's also reality. 
Bnforcement agencies. Surely it would seem the sheriff's pro
sily-rural and isolated gram will offer some support to state 
, where police patrols police officers through coordination, ensur-
and far between, the ing the two separate law enforcement ef-

itional visits by.a law forts are being directed in different areas 
r should be good news, of the county. 
lay even provide a bet- We offer our commendation to Sheriff 

Smith for developing the program, which 
n will not be a hit-and- apparently will function at no extra cost 
t is being coordinated to county taxpayers. 
ania State Police for A county sheriff is the chief law en-
between the two agen- forcement officer in any county in the-.com-
also will be staggered inonwealth; however, not all persons who 
ility that patrols will have filled the position have pushed the of-
: predictable to poten- flee in that direction, and few to such a 

degree that Smith has. For his efforts to 
nith, one area that will ensure the office is utilized effectively as 
gal trash dumping in it was originally prescribed, we con-
county. We hope all gratulate Smith. 
ugh residents, not to Presently, our only question in connec-
id officials, offer their tion with the program is can it be expand-
n to Smith, particular- ed to ensure all areas of the county have 
al dumping, a problem even more regular patrols? Such a move 
itter of major concern might provide a greater degree of peace of 

mind to older county residents. 
rig the seriousness of -We have long considered a "county-
in this area, a problem wide" police force as a possible answer to 
/e no possible solution local police woes, and wonder now if the 
mcement, should ven- sheriff's department is actually the proper 
ktop roads onto gravel vehicle for such an effort. 
to see just how big a We're hopeful options for expanding 

the service will be explored by Smith and 

http://the-.com-
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lough Destruction 
tour of illegal dump sites understaffed and overworked with other 
;y left us with more ques- priorities? 
ossibly be answered with We'd think our state and federal offiee-
>f reasoning. holders, who have enacted these laws, 
; prepared to see what we would be smart enough to know and see 
way, scenes that in our that to prevent crime you must have the 
we'd never envision. means and personnel to do just that. 
pie do these things? Are If they can't see that point of view, 
ized in today's world? Do then we suggest a tour of the illegal dump 
3 the hog-like lifestyle sites in our area. Maybe then their eyes 
r actions? would open up to the devastation before 
ire our enforcers of the il- them. 
nd littering laws? ••• Where are our public servants who 
the investigative efforts work for the Environmental Protection 

3 Clarion County Sheriff's Agency, Department of Environmental 
the arrests that have been Resources and the Department of Health? 
t regarding illegal dump Laws are being broken; land is being 
seen arrests by our state destroyed; nearby water is being polluted; 
mes to those who have lit- and rats are running through our hillsides. 
ays. This nonsense has got to be put to a 
ch can be expected from stop once and for all — and we mean FOR 
bs, which are now severely ALL: all of us, all of our future generations. 
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O "^ Townships 

MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT 18-03-02 P'^! 
511 S. PAINT BLVD., SHIPPENVILLE, PA 16254 Monroe 

P H O N E : (814) 226-5170 - Sligo Borough 

1991 

It May Concern: 

rion County District Justice, I strongly support 

ion that would amend Title 42 of the Pennsylvania 

ated Statutes, which provides the powers and duties of 

and Deputies relating to law enforcement, which would 

ed enforcement powers for the Sheriffs1 Departments 

ual to other law-enforcement agencies having legal 

tion in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

ion County Sheriff's Department is a valuable asset to 

-all responsibility of local law enforcement and has 

o be invaluable to the many services and events provided 

e s i dents of Clarion County. 

y yours, 

. Heasley ^ 
0 u s t i c e 
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Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
terty Square • 4811 Jonestown Road, Suite 229 • Harrisburg, PA 17109 • (717) 657-3911 

PENNSYLVANIA STATE OFFICE 

191 

;rn Smith 
mnty Courthouse 
!t 
>A 16214 

in Pennsylvania supports the concept of arrest powers 

:ly trained and qualified sheriffs and deputy sheriffs. 

> mean that they receive the same level of DUI detection 

_ng as currently required for municipal and state police 

.ch 

.icy Liaison 
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j - WILLIAM a PECK, JR. 
'...V1'-'-"' Aj Chief of Police.•* 

" -' February 19, 1991 

Wright 

16214 

e r i f f s and Deputy Sheriffs - Arrest Powers 

a ^ v e t Wright, 

rxty .of 'elected County Sheriffs and their Deputies has been 
decision"recently made by the Superior Court. Joint efforts 
ntyfand~<)ther Counties across the state has been undermined 
on. 

ior Court ruled that Sheriffs of this Commonwealth do not 
' authority to enforce the vehicle Code-Title 75 in the Case 
h vs Marshall Edwin leet, No. 462 Pittsburgh 1989. 

Chief of Police of a one man department in Knox Borough 
• and the fact at the present time I am the only officer in 
. I cannot begin to say how many times the Clarion County 
ment has come to my assistance. The only other assistance 
iy department would be the Pennsylvania State Police who are 
itaffed and not always available. 

lion is complicated to the reference to "Law Enforcement 
ice Officer," and "Police Officers," in various statues and 
irtaining to rules of criminal procedure and Act 120, the 
.ce officer training and Education Act, Title 18 (Crimes Code), 
-de Code) while a layman may conclude that these terms have 
: meaning the courts feel otherwise. 

.y support statutory authorization for arrest and enforcement 
tnty Sheriff's and strongly encourage our legislative leaders 
fine the legal terms utilized in criminal statutes so that the 
itent in clear to all involved. 

Sincerely, 

bounty Sheriff Ti--n • , r r> i 
J William H. Peck 

Chief Of Police 
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PHONE 814/22^8252 

iERSi A DEPARTMENT OF HH/MR/D&A 
ADMINISTRATION 

RODGER R. BUZARD 
COUNTY" ADMINISTRATOR 

(814) 226-1080 

' 9 1 

t May C o n c e r n : 

i t e r v e n t i o n S e r v i c e s o f C l a r i o n County s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s 
on t h a t w o u l d amend T i t l e 42 o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 
i t e d S t a t u t e s , wh ich p r o v i d e s t h e powers and d u t i e s a-f 
a n d ' D e p u t i e s r e l a t i n g t o l aw e n f o r c e m e n t , w h i c h would 
i e n f o r c e m e n t powers f o r t h e S h e r i f f s ' D e p a r t m e n t s t o be 
o t h e r l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t a g e n c i e s h a v i n g l e g a l j u r i s d i c t i o n 
immonwealth o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

i o n Coun ty S h e r i f f ' s Depar tment i s a v a l u a b l e a s s e t t a 
- a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of l o c a l law e n f o r c e m e n t and has 
i be i n v a l u a b l e i n our a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s t o the 
i o f C l a r i o n C o u n t y . 

i c t e r and d e p e n d a b i l i t y o f t h e o f f i c e r s have been above 
auid- t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m o f t h e S h e r i f f ' s O f f i c e has 

' h e l p e d i n t h e c a r r y i n g o u t o f o u r l e g a l 
l i l i t i e s . 

' y o u r s , 

S . Bean 

i t e r v e n t i o n S e r v i c e s 
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RIMERSBURG POLICE DEPT. 
108 S. MAIN STREET 

RIMERSBURG, PA. 16248 

MAYOR 

F e b r u a r y 2 1 , I 9 9 I JOHN CORSINI 
204 N. MAIN STREET 

PH. 8 1 4 - 4 7 3 - 3 4 8 7 

d Black 
Office Bldg. 
;, PA 17120 

Irrest Powers of County Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs 

a municipal police officer and Chief of Police in 
I Borough, Clarion County. 

aid like to call your attention to a recent ruling 
jerior Court. In the case of Commonwealth VS Marshal 
b, No. h6Z Pittsburgh 1989. "the Superior Court ruled 
.ffs of this Commonwealth do not have statutory auth-
mforce the vehicle code, Title 75 • 

lief of Police in a one man department, I have had 
sions to rely on the Clarion County Sheriff's Dept. 
sance in all phases of my work. 

Jtate Police are understaffed and my municipality is 
mcial position to hire help for me. I find this 
.ncredible at this time of unemployment and plunging 
1 most municipalities in this state. 

decision was based on Juciciary Rules of Criminal 
;, specifically Rule 3 (1) and (0), Rule 52, and Rule 
m legislative statutes. It is complicated by the 
fferent terms such as "Police Officers", "Peace Officers" 
enforcement Officers" in various statutes & regulations. 

id it ludicrous that the fact that hundreds of pending 
ictions in this state hinge on interpretation of defi-
3 to what constitutes a "Police Officer." 

jport statutory authorization for arrest and enforce
rs for County Sheriffs and I strongly urge you to 
jgislation to that end. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Garver 
Chief of Police 
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IN J U n i N IVI. IVICINMIV1M«M 
CHIEF DEPUTY 

fthrrtiTa ttfflrr ""T." 

ROOM 111 COURT HOUSE 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 15219 

355-4700 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

INTRODUCTION OF SHERIFF EUGENE L. COON 

Sheriff EUGENE L. COON, presently in his sixth term, has served as Sheriff longer than 
' other person in the history of Allegheny County. 

Graduated from high school in 1947, he attended the University of Pittsburgh as a pre-law 
jor. 

He served two separate tours of duty with the U.S. Army: 1947-1948 with the 7th Infantry 
dsion, and 1950-1951 as a Combat Infantryman with the 1st Cavalry Division in Korea. 

In October, 1952, Coon was swom-in as a patrolman in the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police. He 
•ted as a beat patrolman, worked patrol cars, and eventually was assigned as a detective in the 
rcotics Squad. 

In 1957, he was promoted to Police Sergeant and assigned to the North Side Police Station. 

In 1962, while head of the Squad, he was cited for his undercover work in breaking up a major 
cotics ring in the City. His undercover investigation resulted in the arrest and conviction of 
narcotics pushers. During the same year, he placed first on a competitive Civil Service 
imination and was promoted to Detective Lieutenant and Supervisor of a detective shift. 

The following year, after placing first on another Civil Service examination, Coon was 
moted to Detective Captain and placed in command of the Homicide Unit. 
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JJJJJJjT Harrisburg, Pennsylvania - Tuesday, August 17, 1993 Page 2 

From a record of traditionally low murder solutions, the Homicide Squad solved 81 out of 
: murders during Coon's command of the Squad. His Homicide Unit also solved two murders 
lich occurred before 1963. 

In 1965, he was promoted to Assistant Superintendent of Police and was named Command-
g Officer of the Detective Branch. 

By 1968, Coon was assigned as Commanding Officer of the Service Division in charge of 
i Police Training Academy, responsible for all in-service recruit officer training, police radio 
mmunications equipment and personnel, and criminal identification procedures and related 
rvices. 

In 1969, Gene Coon resigned from the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police to run for the office of 
eriff of Allegheny County. He was elected to his first term in November 1969, receiving 
6,740 votes, the largest number of votes received by a candidate running for County Office. 
: took office in January 1970. 

•Sheriff Coon was re-elected to a second term in 1973,andtosubsequenttermsin 1977,1981, 
85, and 1989. 

In 1990, the International Police Association, (the largest organization of law enforcement 
leers in the world), inducted Gene Coon into the Police Hall of Fame, "in recognition of his 
xptional and meritorious performance in the police and law enforcement profession." 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Sheriff's Office In History 

The history of the Office of Sheriff is really a history of man's self-government. 

While some historians maintain that the Office of Sheriff derives from either the Roman 
iconsul, or the Arab Sharif, (nobleman), it is generally accepted that the Office goes back 
torically to Anglo-Saxon England, (A.D. 500-1066). 

According to Anglo-Saxon custom, if someone broke the law it was not just a crime against 
victim, but a crime against the whole community. 

The Anglo-Saxon kings expected their subjects to keep good order, which they called 
;eping the peace." A crime was an act against the peace and some of the more serious crimes 
re said to be " against the King's Peace. "Eventually, the idea grew that all crimes were against 
King's Peace. 

Under Anglo-Saxon rule it was the duty of the citizens themselves to see that the law was 
broken, and if it was, to catch the offenders. All the males in the community between the ages 
and 60 were responsible for this duty. 

They were organized in groups of about ten families, and each group was call a "tything": 
their head was a "tythingman." Each member of the tything was held responsible for the good 
lavior of the others. Ten tythings were led by a "reeve." 

If one member committed a crime, the others had to catch him and bring him before the court, 
:he "moot" as the Saxons called it. 

If they failed to do so they were all punished, usually by paying a fine. 

If anyone saw a crime he raised a "hue and cry" and all men had to join in the chase to catch 
criminal and bring him before the court. 

Under Alfred the Great, (A.D. 871-901), reeves began to be combined, forming "shires" 
counties. Each shire was led by a reeve. 

For minor offenses, people accused of crimes were brought before the local "folk moot." 
re serious cases went to the "Shire Court" which came under the "shire reeve," (meaning 
:eper and chief of his county"), who came to be known as the Sheriff. 

After the Normans conquered England in A.D. 1066, they adopted many Anglo-Saxon law-
ping methods, including the system of tythings, the use of the hue and cry, and the Sheriffs 
irts. 

In A.D. 1085, King William ordered a compilation of all taxable property in a census, and 
reed that the Sheriff was to be the official tax collector of the king. 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 



Il „.| 
In A.D. 1116, King Henry I established a ne wpenal code. While the Crown reserved to itself 

power to punish for violations of the penal code, it delegated to the Sheriff the power to 
restigate and arrest. 

Through the next century, as the power of the king increased, so did the power of the Sheriff. 
ring the Westminster Period, (1275-1500), the offices of "baliff" and "sergeant" were 
ated to supplement the Sheriff. However, county government remained in the hands of the 
Miff. 

By the year 1300, the Sheriff was the executive and administrative leader of the county. In 
lition to being the tax collector for the King, the Sheriff was head of the local military and was 
irged with assuring that the peace was maintained. 

The Sheriff presided over the prisoners and the court, and his authority was unparalleled by 
i other county official. 

When settlers left England to colonize the New World, they took with them many of their 
/ernmental forms. When the first counties were established in Virginia in 1634, the office of 
aiff in America began. 

Maryland soon followed this pattern, and in both states the Sheriff was delegated the same 
vers as the Sheriff held in England. 

As in England, respect for the Sheriff was strictly enforced by the law. A special seat was 
2n reserved for the Sheriff in churches. Contempt against the Sheriff was an offense 
lishable by whipping. At this time, Sheriffs were responsible for both enforcing and punishing 
enders. 

By the time of the American Revolution, all of the colonies had Sheriffs. When the American 
ntier began to move westward, so did the Sheriff. The 19th century was the golden age of the 
lerican Sheriff, with characters like Wild Bill Hickok, Wyatt Earp, and Texas John Slaughter 
:oming a colorful part of American history. 

Today, the office of Sheriff is found in every state in the Union. The Office of Sheriff was 
'Ught to the colony which would become the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by Dutch and 
glish colonists before the time of William Penn. The Office was constitutionally mandated 
all five of Pennsylvania's Constitutions, in 1776, 1790, 1838, 1873 and 1967. 

Throughout the years, the Sheriff in Pennsylvania has acquired many and varied responsi-
ties and obligations. The Sheriff acts in the capacity of peace officer, where his duty is to keep 
peace and quell riots and disorders. 

He has jurisdiction to make arrests anywhere in the county, to make searches of premises, 
I to seize items or property owned or used in violation of the law. He is called upon to remove 
tain nuisances, and he issues licenses to sell or to carry firearms. 

While the Sheriff was originally the major, and sometimes only law enforcement officer in 
county, other departments and offices developed which evolved into the present state police 
I local municipal police departments. 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
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For the most part, these departments relieve the Sheriff of the primary duty of keeping the 
ce and maintaining law and order, although he retains his full powers to do so, and often assists 
municipal police departments when they request such assistance. 

The Sheriff is empowered to appoint deputies, and the deputies have the same powers as the 
riff when performing their duties. 

The Sheriff is also invested with the power of the "posse comitatus," (the power or force 
he county), which is the power to call upon "the entire population of the county above the 
of fifteen, which the Sheriff may summon to his assistance in certain cases, to aid him in 

ping the peace, and in pursuing and arresting felons." 

The Office of Sheriff in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is authorized and 
iblished by the Constitution of 1788 and the current revisions under which our State 
/ernment now operates. This Constitution provides that a Sheriff shall be elected in each 
nty for a four-year term, and that his powers, duties and compensation be prescribed by 
.' The first election of a Sheriff in Allegheny County was held in 1789, and regular 
:tions have been held every four years since that time. 

The Sheriff is the chief law enforcement officer of the county. While most police work 
ow done by local and state police, the Sheriff's broad police powers authorize him and his 
uties to make arrests for any and all violations of criminal statutes and ordinances. 

The Sheriff is called upon during riots, prison breaches, strikes and other emergencies 
ch are or may be a breach of the peace. In those instances, he is empowered to call upon all 
:-bodied male adults. The Sheriffs Office lends assistance to boroughs and townships in the 
; of any disturbance or emergency which their police department is inadequately staffed or 
ipped to handle. 

Among the duties of the Sheriff are service of all writs issued by the Courts, transportation 
risoners to and from Court and between places of confinement, custody of prisoners during 
is, and the summoning to duty of all Criminal Court and Civil Court jurors. The Sheriff also 
es permits for firearms and conducts the sale of real and personal property at the request of 
;ants, including the City, County and State. 

The Sheriff is also a statutory member of the Board of Prison Inspectors, (Prison Board). 

The Allegheny County Sheriff s Office is staffed by 137 full-time employees, as follows: 
heriff; 1 Chief Deputy Sheriff; 1 Solicitor, 1 Commander; 1 Captain; 5 Lieutenants; 13 
»eants; 93 Deputies, 1 Manager of Constable Services, 7 Communications Technicians and 
Clerical. 

For the year 1993, the adopted budget of the Allegheny County Sheriff's Office is 
527,351. 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
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( THE SHERIFFS DEPUTIES ) 

Sheriffs Deputies are covered by Pennsylvania Civil Service Laws within the Second 
LSS County Code. Once every three years, the Allegheny County Civil Service Commission 
s applicants and thereafter certifies to the Sheriff a list of eligible deputy candidates. When 
:ancies occur in the force of Deputies the Sheriff selects replacements from this Civil Service 
Ability list. 

As a condition of continued employment, all newly-hired Deputy Sheriffs are required 
the Sheriff to complete the Basic Police Training Course at the Allegheny County Police 
dning Academy, and thereafter to semi-annually complete 20 hours of in-service training 
sses on a variety of subjects. This is the same basic police training that all municipal police 
icers are required to take under the Municipal Police Officers' Education and Training Act, 
:t 120). 

The basic training course includes 44 hours of training in Law Enforcement operations, 
hours of professional development, 99 hours of Criminal Law and Procedures, 30 hours on 
Motor Vehicle Code, 40 hours on Patrol Procedures and Operations, 41 hours on Investiga-
IS, 30 hours on Communications, 13 hours on Handling Violent or Dangerous People, 20 hours 
the Mechanics of Arrest, Searches and Transporting Prisoners, 48 hours of First Aid and CPR, 
fiours of Firearms Training, and 26 hours on the Operation of Patrol Vehicles. This amounts 
>24 hours of basic training. 

In addition to the Act 120 training, all Allegheny County Deputy Sheriffs attend an 
itional 40 hours of training at the Deputy Sheriffs' Training Academy at Dickinson School 
âw in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Therefore, all Allegheny County Deputy Sheriffs receive a total of 564 hours of basic 
ning. 

Even prior to 1974, when mandatory training for municipal police officers began, the 
rent Sheriff required his deputies to attend basic training at the State Police Academy in 
•shey. 

The Allegheny County Deputy Sheriffs are represented in collective bargaining by the 
egheny County Deputy Sheriffs Association, a bargaining unit formally recognized by the 
insylvania Labor Relations Board. 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
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THE COURTS DIVISION ^ 

; Courts Division functions are divided into five general vk 

1. Criminal Court i f ^ ' j Bw\ f 
2. Family Court - Adult Section J f̂e^ tf\i 
3. Family Court - Juvenile Section _-^!^JsB^feL ' t ^ /? 
4. Orphans Court f^ >^lm«mi '"i^ 
5. Transportation t _ X j f i^SSB S^dT 

LIMINAL COURT X , jjf ffQ 

It is the responsibility of Criminal Court to adjudicate all — ^ ^ ̂ M M£ 
linal charges brought in Allegheny County. The role of the Sheriff ^ \ IILO 
le Criminal Court System is an important one. A Deputy Sheriff is assigned \lSiil 
sach Courtroom, and has the responsibility of maintaining custody of incarcerated 
jndants who are required to appear before the Court. 

In many cases more than one Deputy may be required to maintain security, depending on the 
icular circumstances of each individual trial. At times, as many as a dozen deputies have been 
gned to a Courtroom. 

This Division handled over 14,000 criminal defendants in 1992, and almost 52,000 criminal 
sndants over the past four years. 

MILY COURT - ADULT SECTION 

The Adult Section of Family Court has jurisdiction in family matters which involve such 
is of cases as non-support of spouses, indigent parents and children, complaints of custody 
isitation rights, divorces and annulments and protection from abuse. 

This area of the Court is a very sensitive one due to the nature of the circumstances which 
g individuals to the Court. Emotions usually run high, and tempers are easily ignited in such 
tmosphere. For this reason, Deputies assigned to this section are selected for their abilities 
xercise tact and understanding in the performance of their duties. 

Over the past four year period, the Family Division handled 89,967 non-support cases, 7,680 
ection from abuse cases, and executed 3,696 non-support warrants. 
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MILY COURT - JUVENILE SECTION 

This branch of the Courthandles cases involving individuals under the age of 18. AllDeputies 
igned to Juvenile Court are selected for their abilities in handling juveniles, and they also 
eive specialized training in this area. 

The Deputies are responsible for the transportation of in-custody juveniles between Shuman 
iter and the Court which is located on Forbes Avenue in the Oakland section of Pittsburgh. 
mg with maintaining the safety and security of all Court participants, Deputy Sheriffs also 
isport juveniles to and from various detention facilities throughout Pennsylvania. 

The Juvenile Section handled 19,956 Juvenile Court hearings in 1992, and 73,342 hearings 
:e 1989. 

IPHANS COURT 

Under the Mental Health and Retardation Act, the Sheriffs Office is required to present 
ore the Court individuals who are to be considered for court-ordered commitment to various 
pitals or institutions. To insure the safe custody of these respondents, a male respondent is 
ays accompanied by two specially-trained male Deputies. Female respondents are escorted 
one female Deputy in addition to the male Deputies. 

LANSPORTATION DIVISION 

The Transportation Division is responsible for transporting all Allegheny County prisoners 
ind from prisons, courts and hospitals throughout Pennsylvania. Trips are also made 
mghout the United States to return prisoners to Allegheny County for court trials or 
irceration. 

In conjunction with Allegheny County Jail officials' efforts to regulate population limits, the 
riffs Office Transportation Division in recent years has experienced a drastic increase in the 
aber of man-hours necessary to transport prisoners. 

When jail population exceeds regulated standards, inmates are transported to neighboring 
nties, and subsequently returned to Allegheny County for appearances in court for sentencing, 
rings, or trials. 

In 1992, Transportation Division deputies made close to 10,000 trips and covered close to 
million miles. During the last four-year period, they made 42,354 trips and logged 4.4million 
es. 
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WRITS DIVISION 

This Division of the Sheriffs Office is responsible for the physical service of all writs. 
order to effect efficient service of writs throughout the 745 square miles in Allegheny County, 
have divided the County into eleven geographical districts. 

Deputy Sheriffs are then assigned to particular areas and are delegated the responsibility 
serving all writs issued for that area. When the work-load in any specific district is extremely 
ivy, the district Deputy may be assisted by additional personnel. 

Each writ is numbered, starting with 1 at the beginning of each year, and ending with the 
mber assigned to the last writ of the year. This is designated as the writ "Red Number". This 
tnber identifies the particular writ, but does not mean that there was only one service involved 
that writ. 

A writ can have as few as one, but as many as a thousand or more services under one "Red 
mber". Therefore, the actual services are usually 60 to 65 percent higher than the number of 
its. 

In 1992, Writ Division deputies logged over 780,000 miles while making 106,908 actual 
vices. 
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W^^J/j^^^^ REAL ESTATE 
P B ^ ^ ^ ^ P ^ ' DIVISION 

This division has the responsibility of processing and docketing Civil Court papers such 
livorces, trespass, and assumpsit actions, executions against personal property, and miscel-
20us writs dealing with respondents and the transportation of prisoners. This division also has 
duty of notifying by mail prospective jurors who are to serve in the Criminal and Civil 
isions of Common Pleas Court. 

The Real Estate Division also collects and dockets the cash fees received by the Sheriffs 
ice for services performed. All fees collected are then transmitted to the Allegheny County 
asury. These fees constitute revenue to Allegheny County and offset the operating costs of 
Sheriffs Office. 

More than 370,000 actions passed through this Division in the past four years, 90,153 of 
ii in 1992. 

The cash fees for services which were collected and turned over to the Allegheny County 
asury totaled over 6.4 million dollars since 1989. Almost 1.6 million was generated in 1992 
ie. 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 



I l l l l l l l Harrisburg, Pennsylvania - Tuesday, August 17, 1993 Page 11 

REAL ESTATE DIVISION STATISTICS: 1989 -1992 

1989 1990 1991 1992 

or Summons 63,245 64,700 62,245 64,204 
bitration Docket 10,417 9,130 11,921 8,353 
n\ Docket 6,910 7,081 7,854 7,651 
reign Writs 9,161 8,131 4,670 4,967 
:ns& Mortgages 1,754 1,922 1,934 1,803 
il Estate Executions 1,282 1,373 1,436 1,474 
scellaneous Writs 824 1,056 909 589 
its of Execution 707 770 0 0 
rorce Docket 64 106 60 265 

TAL ACTIONS: 94,364 94,269 91,029 89,306 

The Real Estate Division collects and dockets the cash fees received by the Sheriffs 
Ice for services performed. All fees collected are then transmitted to the Allegheny County 
:asury. These fees constitute revenue to Allegheny County, and offset the operating costs of 
Sheriffs Office. As the chart below shows, over the past ten years, the Sheriffs Office has 
led over to the County Treasury more than 13 million dollars. 

CASH FEES COLLECTED: 1983 -1992 

YEAR CASH FEES 

1983 $757,537 

1984 $886,518 
1985 $1,129,435 
1986 $1,250,420 
1987 $1,475,959 
1988 $1,356,326 
1989 $1,349,017 
1990 $2,000,464 
1991 $1,508,816 
1992 $1,568,886 

TEN YEAR TOTAL $13,283,378 
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PORT AUTHORITY PATROL 

The Port Authority Section is primarily responsible for the safety and well-being of the 
vers and passengers of the Port Authority Transit System. In addition, Deputies patrol PAT 
•perty to protect against theft and vandalism. 

Sheriffs Office vehicles assigned to this detail are equipped with radio receivers which 
ible the Deputies to monitor radio transmissions on PAT radiophone frequencies and City 
[ice channels. This system drastically reduces response time to emergency calls and calls for 
istance. 

The Patrol shifts are staggered in such a way as to provide peak hours for criminal activity. 
2 Sheriffs Office PAT Patrol acts as an effective deterrent to crimes against PAT passengers, 
vers and property. 

Over the past four years, PAT Patrol Deputies have responded to close to 10,000 incidents 
1 made close to 1,000 arrests. The statistics for 1992 are listed on the next page. 
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PAT PATROL OFFENSES - INCIDENTS: 1992 

OFFENSE - INCIDENT 1992 
Assaults on Passengers 9 
Assault on Transit Vehicle Operator 4 
Burglary 11 
Conspiracy 4 
Criminal Mischief 23 
Disorderly Conduct 50 
Disorderly Passengers 77 
Driving Under the influence 1 
Drug Offenses 1 
Firearms Offenses 8 
Harassment 13 
Intoxicated Passengers 56 
Miscellaneous Offenses 184 
Prohibited Offensive Weapons 2 
Propulsion of Missiles 49 
Public Drunkenness 101 
Receiving Stolen Property 6 
Reckless Endangerment 12 
Robbery 13 
Sex Offenses 2 
Terroristic Threats 4 
Theft of Property 16 
Theft of Service 3 
Transit Vehicle Escorts 24 
Trespassing 14 

Total Incidents 687 

Total Summary Arrests 150 
Total Misdemeanor Arrests 46 
Total Felony Arrests 5 

Total Arrests 201 
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INVESTIGATION DIVISION 

The Allegheny County Sheriffs Office Investigation Division handles a wide spectrum of 
estigative duties. This division primarily concentrates on executing warrants, locating and 
irehending dangerous fugitives. However, other investigations have included threats to public 
rials, attempted abductions, or county jail prisoner escapes. 

In addition to the basic and in-service training required of all Allegheny County Deputy 
;riffs, the personnel assigned to this division must successfully complete a series of specialized 
arms training classes using semi-automatic weapons, as well as shotgun and revolver training 
irses conducted by the Sheriffs Office, City of Pittsburgh 
ice Department and the Federal Bureau of y^ jKk-v I n v e s t i g a 

t e Fugitive | pFf ra|ft| Squad sec-

cutes warrants is- M^^^k l i l f / ^ ^ suec^ a S a m s t 

is, and an aver- / ^ k f | 0 C ^ ^ ^ • ^ K J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S ^ / age caseload 
;xcess of 8,000 j ^ & | ' A ^ ^ s ^ ^ B B t B K ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K / w a r r a n t s > t h e 

uals charged jjjfj£\\ \ \^y;.^\.^^^m. \^ i^^^^^^ withcommit-
; the most serf- fg/ ]X \ ' ^^^^^W^U A^^^^^^^^M^ o u s crimes, 
h as murder, *6gj | |§ | ; \ •'. v\\vH\^\V. s ? ^ K ^ l B ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B manslaugh-
rape, robbery, %s5^ia« '\ •- \*. U-'^AVW^^Bi^. ^KBsmsMsms^kz^. an(j burglary, 
;e these per- sons pose the 
>t serious threat to the community. 

Sheriffs Office Detectives also execute Foreign Warrants, or those warrants issued 
side of Allegheny County, including those issued by other states for persons suspected of being 
Allegheny County. 

Since the Sheriffs Office instituted the Fugitive Squad concept in 1976, the number of 
itive warrant arrests has steadily increased each year, reaching a total of over 800 arrests in 
'2. 

The Allegheny County Sheriffs Office Fugitive Squad also actively assists other Federal 
State agencies in the apprehension of fugitives. 
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For example, in 1984, two Sheriffs Deputies were assigned for several months to FIST 
he Fugitive Investigative Strike Team, which was a joint fugitive arrest operation funded by 
Federal Government and made up of United States Marshal's Deputies, Allegheny County 
sriffs Deputies, City of Pittsburgh Police and members of the Pennsylvania State Police. 

This operation, which encompassed an eight-state area, was the largest fugitive roundup 
he history of the United States. In the Pittsburgh/Western Pennsylvania region, 306 arrests 
'e made by the Fugitive Investigative Strike Team for crimes ranging from murder and rape to 

narcotics, robbery and 
I | weapon charges, among oth-

"*Nf*£yS~_ .^^Bfl^^^^^l^^^^^^ft^H^^^B^^^^^HUBBK^^^S ttxvix&CiXwriff fit l\\\yiWi 

cover narcotics investigators. 

The Homicide Task Force was formulated in response to a series of unsolved homicides 
urring in Western Pennsylvania in the late 1970s Deputy Sheriffs served as homicide 
istigators along with investigators from the State Police, the County Police and the District 
jrney's Office. Through the joint efforts of the investigators from these agencies, the person 
)ected of committing the series of murders was identified. He is currently serving a series of 
secutive life sentences in another state for offenses committed there. 

In March 1989, the "Greater Pittsburgh Fugitive Task Force" was formed by various law 
>rcement agencies, headed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation Pittsburgh Office. This task 
:e continues to include Deputy Sheriff Investigators from the Allegheny County Sheriffs 
ce. 

The stated purpose of the formation of this unit was to better coordinate, and to handle 
e efficiently, the location and arrest of fugitive felons in the Pittsburgh area. Each of the 
ficies involved in the searching for fugitives provide manpower, equipment, and the expertise 
unt for such dangerous fugitives wanted by various law enforcement agencies in this area. 

To date 2,310 fugitives have been located and apprehended by this task force, on charges 
;ing from homicide, kidnapping and rape, to extortion and drug dealing. 
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In the spring of 1992, the U S Department \ ^^>^/,/A 
Justice chose Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to be a ( ^ \ C I ? ^ ^ ^ Jj if 
jmonstration site" for "Operation Weed and \ V^^Bk ^*id\ // 
2d". This initiative was proposed by the Presi- \ v*" ^ ^ ufo/' 
it of the United States to combine law enforce- X^^rhf— . t^r// 
nt activities with social service and urban revital- \ ^ ^ ^ j f e ( t ^ ^ 3 1 \ 
tion programs, especially targeting the war on ~' k M t f K % > T ^ M / 

Once again, the Allegheny County Sheriffs f3fs^ty/'W/f/t'lf<± (vk 
See is contributing manpower and equipment VF ' //'/w/''l>i\ ] \ . \ 
m the Investigation Division to assist the Weed BBfiXOGCBfiSfifil ^ ^ . 
1 Seed Task Force in locating and apprehending ^ H B B S s a ^ Z ^ ^ ^ N b ^ 
lent drug offenders ranging from major suppliers ^ 
street-level dealers. 

To date, 221 actors have been arrested by this task force. 

In describing "Operation Weed and Seed" Attorney General William P. Barr stated that, 
nly an approach combining tough law enforcement with the economic and moral revitalization 
high-crime areas offers the prospect of a safer America. One of the critical structural 
>rtcomings of the past has been the failure to coordinate our social programs and integrate them 
h law enforcement. The challenge for the '90s is to deploy and focus both our law enforcement 
ets and our social resources—at the same time, at the same place, and the same mutually 
lforcing way." 

The Allegheny County Sheriffs Office is proud to be an effective participant in striving 
meet this challenge. 

INVESTIGATIONS AND ARRESTS: 1990, 1991, 1992 

CLEARED 
TOTAL BY 

YEAR WORKED ARREST 

1990 664 550 
1991 605 471 
1992 738 569 

Totals 2,007 1,590 
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I COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION I 

The Communications Division is a multifaceted computerized operation maintained by 
Sheriffs Office Communication Technicians, all of whom are skilled in diverse areas of 
' enforcement technology. These areas include not only specialization in radio dispatch, but 
) extensive knowledge of both the N.C.I.C. (National Crime Information Center) and 
,.E. A.N. (Commonwealth Law Enforcement Assistance Network) computer systems which 
vital to ensuring officer safety. The Communications Division operates 24 hours a day, 7 
rs a week, year-round. 

The National Crime j ^ ^ ^ Information System maintains a variety of 
sfor use in the daily opera- / f ^ B ^ ^ ^ , tionsofamodern law enforcement agency, 
iuding fugitive warrants, flHW^jBM^. stolen guns and vehicles, wanted per-
s, securities, missing per- SmL j n H I sons, and criminal histories. 

All active criminal W w ^ s l ^ H arrest warrants issued 
the Allegheny County WP^Mfl f lv ,c: „„, Court of Common 
as are kept on file in A ^ * B P ^ ^ IW limn t n e Al leSneny County 
jriff's Office _ ^ < ^ V ^ ^ * < N » _ life/ n<! Communications Di
on. Information /r^^W^JW^^\ Umtm. ' obtained from 
, C . I . C . , / ^ ^ # m V \ ^ f U f | H ( - : C.L.E.A.N. and the 
3lie Safety j VJ. _ -v(j» \ ^ W / I M ;£~gBS Records Management 
tern are essential I \. w \ ^ ^^ttJ^ywM^^^^ f° r completing the 
ntification pro- / ^ 1y s^C^^K^%/ fess^^8552'"' cess of a wanted per-
. Once the addi- j |&kk ' W M L B J f w ^ P P ^ V " tional identifying data 
athered.it is then j - - " ^ | ^ ^ ^ ^ | | B 1 I K U f ^ ^ L l i ! entered into the wanted 

When a v ^ ^ IJ^^^ wante(* person is ap
pended, the Com- < r ^ ^ ^ i / ^ ^ ^ Z ' ^ ^ r d&P^^ munications Division 
:ks closely with x S L ^a^^JSEiy^ # ^ - ~ - s the District Attorney's 
ice to determine the ^ ^ ^ ^ K a y P ^ - - ~ ~ ^ g ~ extradition status. This pro-
ure guarantees the re- ^ ^ & ^ ^ y t u r n 0f a fugitive from justice 
3 is apprehended outside of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
ia. 

In accordance with the Protection From Abuse Act, the Allegheny County Sheriffs 
ice is the central registry for all final Protection From Abuse Court Orders issued by the 
lily Division of the Court of Common Pleas. The orders and terms are recorded on the 
mty Integrated Criminal Information Computer System (I.C.I.S), and a copy of the original 
er is kept on file in the Communications Division. This enables all law enforcement agencies 
hin Allegheny County to access this crucial information at any given time. 
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By state law, the Sheriff's Office is responsible for performing a complete background 
sstigation on all citizens of the county who seek to purchase a firearm, or who apply to the 
riffs Office for a permit to carry a concealed weapon. This process is accomplished via 
M.C. and C.L.E.A.N. 

The Communications Division has been consistently successful in assisting the 
riffs Office Investigation Division, the Greater Pittsburgh Fugitive Task Force and the 
ed and Seed Task Force with essential findings from the law enforcement computer systems. 
s data is received in an accurate and timely manner allowing for the detection and 
rehension of wanted persons. 

The Sheriffs communication center acts as an interface to N.C.I.C. for numerous 
ces, including the Allegheny County Courts, the District Justices, Constables, and the 
igheny County Jail. 

Having the ability to enter and retrieve information through our nation-wide computer 
k-up is an invaluable aid to the efficient operation of judicial services in Allegheny County. 

The array of functions performed in the Communications Division has resulted in the 
tinued safety and welfare of not only the Deputy Sheriff, but also the residents of Allegheny 
inty. 

MMUNICATIONS DIVISION STATISTICS, 1992 

er Traffic - Messages Received 326,642 
er Traffic - Messages Sent 258,150 
ninal History Requests 70,966 
Lists 16,767 
:arm Purchases 17,493 
eau of Motor Vehicle Inquiries 17,270 
EC Entries: Wanted Persons 6,072 
•ninal History Requests - Rap Sheets 7,714 
rrants Issued 5,665 
rants Cancelled 5,067 
arms Licenses - New 5,943 
:arms Licenses - Renewals 5,375 
rrants Cleared By Sheriff s Office 1,648 
er Traffic - Administrative 1,960 
tection From Abuse Orders 1,395 
lse Arrests 719 

Total Volume 748,846 
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ASSISTANCE TO 
MUNICIPAL POLICE DEPARTMENTS 

HHHHH^ffl^^ When a municipality hires a new police officer 
flH^giBp to fill a vacancy on its police department, it is required by 
* J 1 H ^ ^ ^ ^ B B ^ | ^ 1 L law to send the new officer through a thirteen-week basic 

^laBR-SpSE 1^~ / Obviously, the police department will be short-
s ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * ' J ^ S - *' handed for this thirteen-week period. Many of the 

N
APmllfiiBr^--i ' A smaller police departments find this to be a severe 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ -*-. hardship. In such cases, the municipality may then 
W ^ ^ f e l U *np / request that a Deputy Sheriff be assigned to its police 
*$ yJSSSiPp- -.-/•' department for the three months that the police officer 

MEM)r " ^n some cases, such as where a police depart-
"""Ua^ ment wanted to send one of their police officers to 

optional training, such as the F.B.I. Academy or to other 
scialized classes, the Chiefs of Police have told us that, without our assistance, the officer would 
; have been permitted to attend such training. 

Whenever it is possible for us to do so, we are pleased to be able to assist the municipal 
lice departments in this manner. 

(Attached to the end of this report is a representative sample of letters from Chiefs of 
lice requesting the loan of a deputy. We have on file letters requesting the loan of a deputy 
:riff from virtually every Chief of Police from every city, borough and township in Allegheny 
unty.) 

When a deputy replaces a municipal police officer, he serves and functions the same as 
mnicipal police officer would. He fills a shift and has all of the same duties and responsibilities 
.t any other police officer would. 
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From the years 1974 through 1989, (the most recent year for which statistics are readily 
lilable), the Sheriffs Office expended 62,669 manhours in loaning deputy sheriffs to 
nicipal police departments. This is an average of 3,917 man-hours per year. 

These statistics do not include requests for emergency assistance. We do not keep 
tistics on the hundreds of hours each year that the Sheriffs Office responds to requests from 
iefs of Police for emergency assistance. 

Emergency assistance frequently includes crowd control at concerts, sporting events and 
er large gatherings. It should not be overlooked, nor can it be overemphasized that these types 
situations pose substantial danger of injury or even death to the local police officers trying to 
itrol or contain an unruly crowd, given their limited manpower. 

- There is little doubt, based upon the hundreds of incidents we have been called upon to 
pond to that we have been able to prevent serious injuries to police officers by being able to 
pond to their requests for emergency assistance. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 
AND CRIME PREVENTION 

The Allegheny County Sheriffs Office is deeply committed to serving the residents of 
egheny County in as many ways as possible with the limited personnel of the department. It 
ur continued intention to provide the best possible service at the lowest possible cost without 
rificing the quality of such services. 

The Allegheny County Sheriffs Office participation in Crime Prevention is quite 
3nsive. 

For example, Deputy Sheriffs certified as Crime Prevention Officers teach Crime 
vention to municipal police officers in their respective departments. 

We also provide Crime Prevention programs, and technical assistance in setting up Crime 
vention programs, to numerous organizations, corporations and small and large businesses. 
:se organizations include: 

The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency; municipal police depart-
lts; all school districts in Allegheny County; Federal, State, County and Municipal agencies; 
Allegheny County Housing Authority; the Allegheny County Center for the Victims of 
lent Crime; the Allegheny County Police Training Academy; the Western Pennsylvania AAA 
tor Club; hospitals; colleges; community-based Crime Prevention organizations; community 
js; organizations and associations, the Allegheny County Department of Aging, the Western 
nsylvania Safety Council, the Federation of Allegheny County Aging Service Providers, and 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of America. 

Foremost among our many Community Relations/Crime Prevention programs is the 
riffs Office "Billy the Talking Bicycle" program. 

The Deputy Sheriff assigned to this program makes hundreds of appearances each year 
:hools throughout the County, speaking on all aspects of child safety and Crime Prevention. 

Thanks to the generosity of several area corporations, these appearances feature a unique 
fde, specially equipped with multiple blinking lights and a speaker which is connected to a 
>ette tape player. 

By changing cassettes, the program can be tailored to the age level of the audience. This 
&m allows the bicycle, "Billy the Bike", to conduct the program with the "assistance" of a 
>uty Sheriff. Brochures on bike safety, as well as ones on Crime Prevention in general, are 
;n to the students to read and take home to their parents. 
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M^flffiffifl^^ In addition, the Sheriffs Office conducts the 
HI H H 1 % llJPilf E Safety City Program at various shoppingmallsthrough-
WY W>~HNm, I ISR^flflf If' o u t * e bounty. Consisting of miniature houses, traffic 
1H T ^ M x U i Z j E y l O a; lanes, traffic signs, and signals, children are invited to 
l«Cl—y*y7^y~y*rr ricle a"icycles through the Safety City streets while 
' j ^ ^ j p j U ^ ^ T ^ receiving instructions from Deputies on proper safety 

^-wl̂ sSiE. "' TV^MT " procedures and the meaning of signs, signals, and road 

WL Mnm MwM 1L While the children are riding through Safety City, 
5 y Iff llir O w H J pai-ents are supplied with numerous brochures dealing 
W_\Wm ^ • • [ __ with safety, covering topics such as child poisoning, 

On the average, more than 15,000 youngsters per 
r throughout the County participate in these programs. The demand and popularity of these 
sentations is evident by the large number of positive telephone calls throughout the year from 
:hers, parents and students. 

Every year there are hundreds killed and hundreds of thousands injured in this country 
ccidents involving bicycles. The Sheriffs Office is doing its part in Allegheny County to 
ruct as many children as possible in safe bike-riding practices which can help avoid such 
haps. 

In addition, the Sheriffs Office conducts several other programs on such topics as Drug 
lse Prevention, Child Abduction, Firearms Safety, Rape Prevention, and Crime Prevention. 
of these programs are tailored for audiences of all ages and are presented to community 
anizations and schools throughout the year. 

In recent years, we have expanded our efforts to develop Crime Prevention programs that 
effective in reducing the incidence of crime through organized citizen involvement including 
physically and mentally challenged. 

In addition to specific programs on Home and Apartment Security, Personal Safety, 
ud and Bunco, Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens, and Corporate Crime Prevention 
itegies, we assist municipal police departments who wish to establish Crime Prevention or 
ne Watch Programs, and we assist the Allegheny County Housing Authority by conducting 
iodic security surveys of all Senior Citizen high-rises operated by the Authority. 

Altogether, these programs provide many beneficial services to all segments of Allegh-
County residents of various age groups on a broad range of Crime Prevention and safety 
ics. 
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I THE SHERIFF'S RESERVE 

The Allegheny County Sheriffs Reserve is yet another example of an important community 
•vice provided to all the citizens of Allegheny County by the Allegheny County Sheriffs 
fice. 

The Sheriffs Reserve is a well-trained, efficient, standby unit, ready and able to assist the 
eriff s Office in emergency situations. Since 1971, this organization has become a reserve 

law-enforcement unit unsurpassed by any similar 
WMMI f/£8& Mf** ^HZJk component in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

WMm < i ^ 8 u \ f ' The Sheriffs Reserve consists of approxi-
^^wi-0 MsfwL -i mately 27 Omen and women who volunteer their time 
^ \ \ \ I mm. »'•'• ^ T * ^ M w n e n n e e c * e d > a n c*w n o purchase on their own all of 
^ ' ^ M ^ j f P Mi **~1^ J l their uniforms and equipment. The operation of this 
^ ^ ^ ^ P P 5 * ^ ^ J R I ? T& unit costs the taxpayers of Allegheny County noth-
mm T a B i ^ ' inS- T h ey c o m e fr°m a11 wal^s of life and from all 
E I F " " " - ^ " IlsPlilGir%^& P^^ °^ A l l e S h e n v County. 

mF^^m >'^L ~W$m^ w^T*- ^ac^ member must pass a thorough personal 
§ ^ f c ^ ^ w > ^ J ^ ^ S § , ^ & S 5 K examination, undergo extensive training and pur-
^ "z^SS* . r e P = ^ ;Ju *4p^""* chase his or her own uniforms and equipment. Train-
r C - " - f*^^^^^^^^^^ mS c o n s i s t s °f a rigid police training curriculum 
1 n*M J o g iff '^^ administered by certified professionals. 

L W '^^--r^m^^M^^^^M T n e Sheriffs Reserve is most visible to the 
Bjtasf ** ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t 4 m s public at parades and ceremonial functions. A con

tingent of motorcycles and other vehicles manned by 
serve personnel are to be found at many parades throughout the year. 

In cooperation with the Coast Guard and the Fish and Game Commissions, Sheriff s Reserve 
trol Boats assist in the maintenance of order and safety procedures on the three rivers during 
gattas and other river-related activities. 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
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Reserve personnel also assist the Sheriff s Office in conducting numerous public educational 
•grams held in various communities year round. Bicycle Safety, Dangerous Drugs, Weapons 
rareness and Hunter Education are but a few of the presentations designed to provide 
icational services to the public. 

By far the most extensive activities of the Reserve in terms of man-hours are the crowd-
ltrol services provided to local communities and to charitable organizations. This assistance 
carnivals, festivals, parades and other special events not only assures an added measure of 
)lic safety, but also in many cases frees the use of local police officers for normal duties. 

Many small communities would not be able to handle such events without this assistance, and 
ild certainly not afford the cost in man-hours of the services which the Sheriffs Reserve 
ivides free of charge. 

The man-hours involved in Reserve endeavors has nearly tripled since 1980. In recent years, 
serve Deputies have averaged close to 20,000 man-hours per year providing services to 
nmunities in virtually every part of Allegheny County. 

While the citizens of Allegheny County derive numerous benefits from the activities of this 
anization, the Allegheny County Sheiiff s Reserve is a totally self-supporting unit which costs 
taxpayers nothing. It is completely volunteer, and all funds spent are those of its members. 

Testimony of Allegheny County Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
Before the Judiciary Committee of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Representative samples 
of letters from 

Chiefs of Police 
requesting assistance 

from the 
Allegheny County 

Sheriffs Office. 



IT OF PUBLIC SAFETY J § 8 H & Gateway View Plaza 

H D. PAMPENA iraF J?°! "est,Ca^on ?j:set 

mf of Police ^ T Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
H ^ n ^ i k , M ; n (412) 255-2814 

May 3, 1989 

riff Eugene Coon 
jgheny County Court House 
n 111 
tsburgh, PA 15219 

r Sheriff Coon: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the 
istance you provided at the Grateful Dead Concert. As you 
i from the news accounts of the incident, the event was out 
land ..for a brief time and put our officers at risk. Our 
jinal call for additional help was monitored by your person-
, and, as usual, they were on the scene within minutes ready 
ielp in any way possible. In addition to their initial re-
ise, they remained on the scene with our personnel until- the 
n'l was secured. 

This is a perfect example of the long-standing cooperation 
/een the Sheriff's Office and the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police. 
ise convey my personal thanks to Chief Deputy John McNamara 
to the sergeant and deputies who responded. 

Sincerely, 

RALPH O/PAMPENA, CHIEF 
Pittsburgh Bureau of Police 

'jsv 
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^ l BSS S lt 
: c S * P E T Y llftCWO-Joqa Assistant Superintendents 

I C E ^ V ^ Ralph Yovetich 

• •** f . Albert L. Mills 

$ ennsylbama Rob,rtj.co.. 
- . _ . . _ James P. Curran 

October 24, 1974 

Coon, Sheriff 
f's Office 
of Allegheny 

II, Courthouse 
urgh, Pennsylvania 15219 A/S §200-74 

hexlff Ccon: 

I am writing to express my appreciation for the cooperation 
ed the Homicide Section of the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police by 
nt Oatneal and Deputies Al Lecne and James Ward. 

On October 22, 1974, a teletype bulletin was put out on a one 
s Smith and her automobile. This subject was wanted for the 
ng-ourder of Donald Mitchell. Your deputies recognized the car 
stion on the evening of October 22, 1974, stopped this car and 
ended the subject. 

It is most encouraging to see this type cf cooperation displayed 
lock forward to a continued relationship in all areas of mutual 

n. 

Very truly, yours, 

• / ' rV"\// . 
Robert J. Coll, A/Superintendent 
Investigations Branch 

ciori
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle

kbarrett
Rectangle



IZtf/- *'*•?? ̂ K ? Jfi 
t-ff. - ^nrougl] of ;$5lafmtox I ' 
<iMii^- -police department 

376 Freeport Road 
|A J a n u a r y 9 , 1 9 8 9 Pittsburgh, PA 15238 

Office: (412) 828-4141 
Radio. (412)961-0600 

jle Sheriff Eugene L. Coon 
>ny County 
.1 Court House 
irgh, Penna. 15219 

leriff Cooni 

wnox Police Dept. has been working for the pass ten 

eks without a day off due to the fact a police officer whom 

d August 1988 terminated his employment as a police officer 

mber 1988. This leaves us with a Chief(myself) and two (2) 

officers to work the three daily shifts seven days a week 

any days off. 

or and Council are in the process of interveiwing the other 

ng candidates from the civil service list of April 1988 to 

they can fill the police officer position. If none of these 

are picked then it would be April 1989 before civil service 

ould be given for the police officer position. 

past we have called on you for assistance and I feel it is 

ry to ask for your help again. If possible Gene I would 

ate for now a Deputy Sheriff to work two(2) days a week 

y and Sunday. This would allow for the time being one of the 

fficers to have off a weekend off until we see what direction 

uncil is taking in hiring a police officer. Gene if by some 

we have to wait until April 1989 for Civil Service to retest I 

e getting back to you and would most likely be requesting a Deputy 

five days a week to work our regular police schedule until 

e officer is hired. 

g you in advance for any consideration you can give us in 

ttero 

Sincerely 

9 
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alon police Pepartment Telephone 

i BOROUGH OF AVALON 761-0352 
£ 640 California Avenue 
¥ iVALON, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15202 

February 7, 1989 

Sheriff Eugene Coon 
Room 111 
County Courthouse 
Pittsburgh, PA. 15219 

Dear Sheriff Coon: 

Once again I must request assistance from your depart

ment. A new officer will be attending the Police Academy be

ginning Jebruary__l4__f or the required thirteen weeks. One of 

our senior officers had shoulder surgery January 31 and his length 

of recuperation may run into two or three months. 

Could a Deputy Sheriff be assigned to us for the thir

teen week period? Your immediate attention to this matter would 

be greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

/"jJohn J. Downey 
CHIEF OF POLICE 

JJD:mmh 
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CRAFTON BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15205 
Phone: 921-2014 
A p r i l 10, 1989 

Coon, Sheriff 
Allegheny 
:e 
., Pa. 15219 

Id like to take this opportunity to express my thanks and the thanks 

ire department for the use of Deputy William Hershberger during the 

my absence. By having Deputy Hershberger here we were able to avoid 

nd maintain our usual rotation allowing the men to have their regular 

and shifts. 

s been the case in the past, Deputy Hershberger proved once again 

totally professional and readily adapted to our routine and our 

Deputy Hershberger had served our department in the past, and 

did his outstanding job for our department and our community. 

a pleasure to know that Deputy Hershberger was, and we hope is 

to us. Please express our gratitude and thanks to him for a job 

s for your assistance. If we can be of service to you or your 

, please feel free to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

Harold A. Rost, Jr/ 
Chief of Police 
Borough of Crafton 
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Borough of Green Tree 
Police Department 

978 Greentree Road • Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15220 

\i Telephone: (412) 921-1110 
(412) 922-3600 

1C August 18, 1988-

ff Eugene L. Coon 
leny County Sheriff's Office 
Durthouse 
and Grant 
aurgh, PA 15219 

Sheriff Coon: 

: would like to take this opportunity to thank you and 
imbers of your Police Department that responded to our 
:t for assistance on Tuesday, August 16, 1988 at the 
iy Center Complex. The situation, in my opinion, was 
lely volatile. We had approximately 110 construction 
•s from two (2) different unions at odds with each other, 
with such items as chains, boards with nails through them, 
s and pipes. 

fithout the assistance of the Departments on our radio 
ip, I do not believe that the confrontation could have 
esolved as it was; peacefully, with no one being injured. 

>n behalf of the Mayor, members of Council and our 
: Department, I would again like to thank you and hope 
ay we may be of assistance to your Department and 
lity. 

Yours truly, 

Timothy P. Logue, Chief 
Green Tree Police Dept. 

A l lnmc Rule Municimlitv - 1975 
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^ KENNEDY TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
•A 
^ V 340 Forest Grove Road, Coraopolis, Pa. 15108 

y ' \ 
'/" ^J August 29, 1988 

Eugene Coon 
Court House, Room 111 
rgh, Pa. 15219 

eriff Coon, 

am requesting a Deputy Sheriff to cover Kennedy 
p on September 9, 1988. 

nnedy Township officers are scheduled to qualify 
firing range at the Police Academy on this date. 

possible, I would appreciate Deputy Richard Fersch 
detail. Deputy Fersch has assisted Kennedy Township 
rous occasion's and is familiar with our streets and 
ts. Deputy Fersch is also an excellent officer and 
adit to your department. Please advise as soon as 
5 if you are able to comply with my request. 

Sincerely, . 

Chief Samuel J. Karpa 
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I* STOWrTOWNSHIP W 
^ ^ l B POLICE DEPARTMENT AA? 

y&e^T STEPHEN HOMER - Chief of Police / / J \ 

1301 ISLAND AVENUE • McKEES ROCKS, PENNSYLVANIA 15136 \ ) 

^**^\JPJltm$S: (412) 331-4010 / 331-4011 / 331-4012 

, /j ^ /\ t \ ; 1 August 24, 1988 

f-Eugene Coon 
=ny County Sheriff's Office 
LI Court House 
irgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

*ne, f 
am requesting the use of one (1) of your Deputy Sheriff on Friday, 
ser 16, 1988 to work the 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. shift so, that the 
5 of the Stowe Township Police Department can go to the Allegheny 
Police Academy to qualify on the Firinq Range. 

(_ ->-^6- /Z'-T*-^—~/^ ' ( 
-̂ Steph§p'" Horner^ 

J x O ^ O Chief of Police 
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TOWNSHIP OF WEST DEER * 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

DONALD SIMONETTI - CHIEF 
Phones Office 265-1100 Radio 443-7844 

=- i MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
BOX 2, Russe«ton, PA 15076 

May 6, 1988 

ne L. Coon 

Pa. 15219 

Coon: 

ent is requesting the assistance of Sheriff Jerry Hanlon on May 20, 1988 
3 p.m. till 11 p.m. shift. 

fficers will be attending the Police Academy for firearms qualification. 
on has assisted this Department many times and is very familiar with 

This will be a vital asset to us while we are at the Academy. 

ack to me as soon as possible in regard to this. 

in advance, 

i, Chief 
lice 
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RICHLAND TOWNSHIP 
B U R E A U OF POLICE] 

, E N MUNICIPAU BLDC, 4011 DICKEY ROAD Eme lgenTyTs^ 
GIBSONIA, PA. 18044 Office: 443-7848 

1988 

igene L. Coon 
House 
i,. PA 15219 

;f£̂ &5on7 /3++** 

:eived the honor of acceptance to the National Academy by the Federal 
Investigations training program. I must report to Quantico, Virgina 
ith, and I will graduate September 9th. 

township has never had an officer granted acceptance to this program. 
'. as the Richland Township Board of Supervisors, are looking forward 
•aining, and value my attendance at this program. 

s is going to present a problem in providing adequate scheduling 
coverage. In addition, scheduling problems will be compounded 

bing to facilitate vacation leave and possible unforeseen absences 
ck time. 

) request, and would greatly appreciate if you could provide us 
^placement patrol officer for this eleven week time period. We 
ived assistance from the Sheriff's Office on many occasions, but 
*ver requested assistance for such an extended period. I am hopeful 
commodate this request. 

jn, if you are able to assist us on this matter, I would like to 
sputy Sheriff Jerry Hanlon. Jerry is familiar with the area and 
ssed an interest in working this detail. However, if you are 
assign him, I am confident in any individual you would assign 

for your consideration on this matter and I shall await your reply. 

r? 

Lofgren 
•olice 
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'*• -f ~? j^ ^QS^. t^ Administrative Office 

' BOROUGH OF MOUNT OLIVER ^hil* 
(INCORPORATED NOVEMBER 9, 1892) > ^ / / f * 

County of Allegheny — State of Pennsylvania • ^ ( I ' 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING - 150 BROWNSVILLE ROAD * 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15210 

Council Meets Third Monday of Each Month 

January 2, 1978 

»ene Coon 
Office 

Sts. 
L5219 

intly, in the Borough of Mfc. Oliver, we have had some vandalism on a 
je scale in the business district at night. This vandalism is being 
some very defiant juveniles in the area. The glass damage is concen-
1 certain area where they can hurl rocks or red bricks and disappear 
illey to an adjoining street. They have rocks on the roofs in some 
1 they seem to control and have even broken out two windows in the 
while the officers were inside. Also, pellet guns were used to 
ihe windows in the Borough Building. 

present force consists of nine men,.including theChief of Police. 
this limits our ability to handle the situation. 

irould like some assistance from your Department if you have men to 
;en 10:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M. in the area. Just a visible patrol 
ild make these vandals realize that we are not alone in our efforts 
id them. 

irday, December 30, 1978, we had a very serious confrontation between 
and these vandals. 

Sincerely '2pv*s» J 

/ John 7. Hindmarch 
/ Chief of Police 
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^ / jy Hcldo A. Ulits, S.cr.tory Zappolo & Zoppala, Solicitor 

— porougf) of plamnnx ,,,,s,"°•e—"•— 
l.nt -' S M H M W « i . Oii.f of Pol.c. 

JUIeg^ng Cmintg / G e o ^ e Buch», 
3 7 6 F R t C P O R T R O A D ' ^T / / C / ~? f 

ff'% '/ / ' ^ 
n / BLAWNOX. PITTSBURGH. PA. i523s ^ ' I 

*r January 5 , 1976 " <r ~~^ 

l e Sher i f f Eugene L. Coon - ) 1 ' ' 
ny County 
1 Court House 
rgh , Pennsylvania 15219 

e r i f f Coon: ~-i>^Z. -̂  . •• '•IV"^'"--. 

y Mictiael J. vBelot~ti,'cChief»of 'Police' of Blawnox Borough. 
Department retired "-from his position _and left a vacancy 
department./1"^ <".' >?*~*K--Xrrl&~-' "-' '--\*\' ? 

etirement has caused^a serious-problem in the work schedule 
policemen in Blawnox-Borough. Normally we have a four man 
force. .̂ This enables us.to have a man working each of the 
aily shifts and ;ohejman/pff/duty. However, with only three 
officers we must--wprk-.seven~daysi a week with no time off. 

or and Borough'Council have appointed ;;me Chief of Police 
y are making-revefy "effort-to^hire^a^new police officer as 
possible. I/expect, the.;new :police-officer to be hired by 
die of February.-.^1^ ;£'J3J*<**£'V • •"• J 

past we have/called on you "fbr^assistance and I feel it is 
ry to ask for\.your .help-again./.̂ 1 "would appreciate the service 
of your deputies, until"- a. new ""police "of ficer is hired and can 
ially trained by'working-, shifts, with our veteran police officers. 
sure the hiring and training"6f this man would not exceed 
, 1977. 

ou in advance for any consideration you can give us in this 

Sincerely, 

George P. Bucha 
Chief of Police 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
BOROUGH OF ETNA 

437 BUTLER STREET ETNA, PGH., PA. 15223 

Phone: 961-0600 — 781-6271 

August 7 , 1986 

Sheriff Eugene Coon 
Allegheny County Sheriffs Dept. 
Allegheny County Court House 
Grant St. 
Pgh. Pa. 15219 

Dear Gene, 

On September 3, 1986 I have a patrolman starting the 
Police Academy for his mandatory training. 

I would consider a great favor if you would assign one 
of your deputies to assist my department during this period. 

F raisin a lAv vo»rs, 

Ronald C. Harris 
Chief of Police 

P.S. The Etna Borough Council is presently drafting a pro
clamation, thanking you for your help during the May 30, 
1986 flood. j 

I personally however thank you, the fine men under 
your command, for a job well done. 
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f GEORGE P. BUCHA. C H I E F O F POLICE >r j 

f Xf 376 FREEPORT ROAD 
f k k M a r c h 2 4 , 1983 A PITTSBURGH. PA. 15238 

f \ ' (412)828-4141 

arable Sheriff Eugene Coon 
nCy of Allegheny 
m 111 Courthouse 
tsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

c. Sheriff Coon: 

The Allegheny County Police Academy have scheduled 
Breathalyzer Operator" course at the Academy and my two (2) 
icers are scheduled for the course on June 6-10, 1983 from 
0 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. daily. Gene, it is important for me 
tiave these officers certified as Breathalyzer Operators to 
iviate me having to call an off duty officer out during 
middle of the night to run the Breathalyzer machine. 
i two (2) men going to the Academy, that only leaves myself 
another officer to work the five (5) days at twelve (12) 
. per day while these officers are attending classes. 

Gene, what I'm asking of you once again, is that if 
could assist me by having one of your Deputy Sheriff's 
k the 3:00 P.M. - 11:00 P.M. shift from June 6 thru June 10, 
3. 

Thanking you in advance Gene, for any consideration 
can give me in this.matter. 

Sincerely, .._ 

^-George P. Bucha, 
Chief of Police 

:hu 
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POLICE RADIO 

961-0600 

O'HARA TOWNSHIP ... I ly* 
Department of Public Safety / (),-f\ 7 ? 

POLICE DEPARTMENT ^j f\ 
SUPERINTENDENT O F P O U C E *r J ' 

RAYMOND A. SCHAFER. JR. *^ 

3 2 5 FOX CHAPEL. ROAD PITTSBURGH. PA. 15238 

April 19, 1977 

riff Eugene Coon 
sgheny County 
fcsburgh, Penna. 15219 

r Sheriff Coon: 

I am requesting the assistance of one Deputy for my 
artment from July 10a, 1977 through September 25&, 1977-

I have been accepted to attend the P.B.I. National 
iemy during this time. 

Your help in the past has been most appreciated. 

Thank you, 

^0*. Sfciyrtond A. Schafer, J r / u 

^\J Superintendent of Police c 
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/Ross 'Cottmshtp yXv\ 
department of Public Safety _ _ / \ 

NSTEIN r 7 MUNICIPAL fltjILDING \ 
f Police Perry Highway and Center Avenue 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15229 
Phone: 366-7600 

May 2 , 1979 

eriff Eugene Coon 
legheny County Court House 
btsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

ar Sheriff Coon: 

I am writing in regard to a situation presently existing 
our Township that was discussed in detail yesterday, 

f 1, 1979, between Captain Nick Manno of your office and 
. Guthrie of this department. 

Undoubtedly, Captain Manno has informed you of a near 
at situation we were confronted with last Saturday night 
onday morning) when a very large disorderly crowd, holding 
seer party, was repeatedly ordered to disperse. Upon their 
fusing, we requested assistance from the Pittsburgh Police 
partment and were informed they were not permitted to respond. 
then became necessary to request all available assistance 
am surrounding communities. The end result being an injured 
ficer, damage to a police vehicle and threats made on an officer i 
i his family's life. As a result, it has become necessary for 
to furnish around-the-clock police protection for' the officer 

i his family. 

There is a possibility of another large party wifihin the 
ict couple week-ends as we have received information to that 
feet, and we have no intentions of allowing this type of a 
tuation to repeat itself. 

If it should become necessary for us to request assistance 
am your deoartment, I would aooreciate all the available man
ner that you would be able to nrovide. 

With warm regards, 

(^ JEKRL K. GRABENSTEIN 

^upt. of Police 

3:pam 
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?ns!t 
!TY OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
Avenues 
Ivania 15233 

November 18, 1986 

Coon 
sgheny County 
• Room 111 
'A 15219 

tnuary 1, 1986 to present data,"there were twenty-four Port Authority 
;aulted while on duty. 

ixcellent police work of the Deputy Sheriffs and Port Authority Police, 
renty-six arrests for these assaults. All cases were cleared by arrest 
ilt. 

ited to make you aware of the professional work being done by your deputies. 
L have excellent rapport with Port Authority Police and all other municipal 
irs. 

iur men for a job well done. We work well together. 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Ehland 
Chief of P.A.T. Police 

lamara 
P. Skoutelas 

_ J 
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EMSWORTH POLICE DEPARTMENT 
171 CENTER AVENUE 

EMSWORTH, PITTSBURGH, PA. 15202 

Office of Chief of Police 
June 27, 1972 

me Coon 
; House 
219 

!" Coon: 

express the appreciation of the Boro Of Emsworth and myself 
[stance rendered by the men from your office during the recent 
jncy. On Friday, June 23, approximately 5* of water on the 
Joulevard (Rt 65)> made it necessary to close the road and 
ric over local streets. I called Captain Manno and requested 
rork traffic detail on the midnight to 8:00 A.M. shift. 
.iam Bailey and Ron Schuster reported here and spent a chilly, 
3le night directing traffic. This gave our Police, both the 
and the Auxiliary, a chance to get some needed rest and start 
:urday. 

itely, the water receded and by 10:00 P.M. Saturday, we were 
jpen the highway and no furthed assistance was needed. Again, 
» to say Thanks, and remain 

Sincerely, . 

=-- - Herman Pappert Jr. 
Chief of Police 
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ML'' 

May 26, 1987 RE: CU540-87 File: I-

Mr. Eugene L. Coon 
Sheriff 
Allegheny County 
111 Courthouse 
5th & Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

Dear Sheriff Coon: 

On April 8, 1987, at approximately 1600 Hours, a Conrail 
train reported several juveniles throwing stones at new 
automobiles being transported in the "consist of the train 
as it passed through the Homewood section of Pittsburgh. 

A Conrail Police Officer responded and spotted the youths 
walking away from the area and attempted to apprehend them. 
The youths fled and the Allegheny County Sheriff's Department 
was contacted for assistance since the area is boarded by 
the Allegheny County Port Authority Busway. 

Deputy Sheriff M.J. Scherbanic responded and assisted in 
the capture and transportation of one of the youths. During 
questioning in the presence of the youth's mother, he admitted to 
the vandalism and identified the second juvenile. Deputy 
Scherbanic assisted the Conrail Officer and proceeded to locate 
and question the second actor. 

Due to Deputy Scherbanic's assistance and cooperation, criminal 
charges of Criminal^Trespass and Criminal Mischief were lodged 
against the juveniles and restitution in the amount of $500.00 
for broken windows "is being requested. 

Please express to Deputy Scherbanic my sincere gratitude for his 
professional assistance and obvious concern. His actions and 
quick response reflect most favorably upon the entire Allegheny 
County Sheriff's Department. If there is any way our department 
can assist you in the future, please feel free to contact me. 

Sî cerfeiy, /J^S 

James D./Robinson """"̂"•--̂  
Superintendent-Police 
Conrail Police Department 
15 N. 32nd Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
(215)596-2029 
cc: Mr. Joseph F. O'Neill- Director-Police 

CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION 
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)EV1LLE — A Home Rule Charter Municipality ' - ^ 2 * ^ 1 
2700 MONROEVIUE 3QULEVAR0 • MONROSVILLE. PA. J5J46-2388 / (412) 856-1111 V V t l ~~4K7 I 

"HjBS/DEiVrMX, K.ESEA.RCH CENTER OF THE NATION" " /^i&X^S* 
i aoiij' » m v i \ 

illi.Jr. * £ • • ^ " ""^ 
Director ~ 

V 

S 

i March 13, 198? 

Allegheny County Sheriff's Department 
ATTENTION: Eugene Coon 
6rant Street - First Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

Oear Sheriff Coon: 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanXs 
and gratitude to the Allegheny County Sheriff's Department and to all 
the police officers from your department responding to the incident at 
the Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge on March 7, 1987. 

Your quick response in coning to the aid of the Monroeville Police 
Departaent during a potentially dangerous situation is truly 
appreciated by me personally, the Public Safety Director and of course, 
all officers involved with the situation. 

Again, thank you for your support and I am sure that this incident 
will be a reminder that team work is advantageous to all concerned. 

If, in the future, I can be of service to you or to your 
department, please do not hesitate.to call upon me. 

Yours truly, 

MONROEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

John Sarofolo, 
Chief of Police 

J6/X1 

B.tummout Co./ Kntvch • Koop»rj Co. fl«*M«ft t.6or«on.» • U.S. Strt «•»•««* Ctnltr • Wnunghouf NucHar Cnw 
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POLICE RADIO 

961-0600 

O'HARA TOWNSHIP 
Department of Public Safety 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
SUPERINTENDENT OP POUCE 

RAYMOND A. SCHAFER. JR. 

32S FOX CHAPEL ROAD PITTSBURGH. PA. 15238 

February 4, 1976 

f Eugene Coon 
.eny County 
urgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

heriff Coon: 

want to call your attention to the excellent urgent 
ance we received from two of your men, Deputy Brasso 
puty Juran, on Monday, January 26, 1976 regarding the 
brutal double murder in O'Hara; Township. 

u have a relieved feeling knowing that there are men 
;h calibre such as Robert Brasso and Sam Juran available 
•e emergency assistance when needed to smaller depart-
such as mine. Thanks to a great Allegheny County 
'f Department. 

Very .truly yours, ^ * 

|teymond A. Schafer, Jr. 
Superintendent of Police 

'./rw 

tobert Brasso 
lam Juran 
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s^rr-r^ MUNICIPALITY OF BETHEL PARK 

^S£B\ . . POLICE DEPARTMENT 
,i:nimffl;ny 5100 West Library Avenue 
( • j f ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ ^ l j Bethel Park. Pennsylvania 15102 

XK^SSSHTM Telephone 833-2000 

^ ^ p - ^ September 25, 1986 

sne L. Coon, Sheriff 
sgheny County 
:t House - Room 111 
:sburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

c Sheriff Coon: 

I am writing this letter to express my gratitude 
to compliment two (2) of your Officers who assisted us 
solving a major theft in Home's Department Store at 
:h Hills Village. 

Detectives, Sgt.. John .Best? and James-.Tully* exhibited 
rofessional attitude and dismeanor throughout this investi-
Lon and without this determined effort this case would 
sably still be listed as open in our files. 

I want to thank you personally for providing us 
I such excellent back-up personnel and, as always, it is 
Leasure to work with the Members of your Department. If 
in be of any assistance to you, please don't hesitate to 
L. 

— - - Respectfully, 

r JosefcH M. Kletch 
\<ZhLfff of Police 

: iv 
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__ > BOAr.O OF COMMISSIONERS 

Township of FGWW HELLS i - i i - , j " MCCHESNEV. JR 

"j MUNICIPAL BUILDING CMARLCS L WILLIAMS 
J V.CC Pros C«m 

J 12245 FRANKSTOWN ROAD • PENN HILLS, PA. 15235 ALVIN S MERRILL 
412 795-3500 RONALO E GRINDER 

RCOGER SEBASTIAN 

JOHN T. BRADY 

WILLIAM J. PATELLOS 

JOSEPH T. LEPOVSKY 

ALFRED C. IRELAND 
me 14, 1971 

leriff Eugene Coon 
>urt House 
>ss Street 
Lttsburgh, Pa. 15219 

»ar Sheriff Coon: 

le Board of Commissioners of the Township of Penn Hills wishes to 
:press its gratitude and sincere appreciation for the outstanding 
ities that your officers performed during the school crisis. We 
:e in hopes that this letter of commendation can be duplicated and 
Lde a part of their respective personnel jackets. 

• commend the officers for their outstanding professional approach 
i police security, protection, their knowledge of their profession 
id their restraint and exceptional control during a very tedious, 
•ying and nerve-wracking situation. These men have shown a true 
•ofessional approach to police work. 

i all those responsible for helping us, we are truly grateful. 

.ncerely, / • / 

. l l iam H. McChesney, J r . ///>—' 
:ting Township Manager / . 

yLt. Joseph Blazevich 
Lt. Louis Manno 

OONALO T. O'CONNOR ALEX HUTCHtNSON PHY. , I S T. KERN.CK 
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HOWARD E. THOMPSON, Mayor RICHARD ZELEZNIK, Solicitor 
I. President DUANE SEESEChief of Police j „ 7 R i e h | a n d A y . n u . 
:• President OONAID E. GADD. Treasurer „ , , . , , 

" • $ , a • n ,
 THOMAS BARIOW, Tox Coll«tor Dravo.burg, Pa. 1S0CU 

RUTH KANTNER A" J- 'OSTEILON, Engineer 
Secretary and Wage Tax Collector 1726-A Lincoln Highway 
466-5200 North Versailles Pa. 

BOROUGH OF DRAVOSBURG 
POST OFFICE BOX 37 

DRAVOSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 15034 ^ 

Council Meets: Second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. Municipal Building, McClure Street 

August 21, 197li 

Sheriff Coon 
Courthouse 
Pit tsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Sheriff Coon: 

I would l i ke to thank you for the assistance 

you gave us during the recent r i o t s i n the 

Borough of Dravosburg. 

Eovrard 1, Thomson 
I-Iaycr 
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ij£gp|§|£J||Q£5 OFFICE 766-6164 

Surmtglj nf Sri&mi* 
5 3 7 BAYNE AVENUE 

BELLEVUE. PITTSBURGH. PENNSYLVANIA 1S2Q2 

>mber 8, 1987 

iff Gene Coon 
»heny County Courthouse 
sburgh, Pa. 15219 

Gene: 

»half of the other elected officials of Bellevue Borough and other 
sens and officials of the North Boroughs, please accept my sincerest 
cs for your efforts to help us address the traffic problem on Ohio 
r Boulevard. While police agencies of the North Boroughs assess the 
ition and conditions with State officials, the presence of your 
:ers and the inherent publicity have caused the drivers using Ohio 
r Boulevard to exercise caution and care. Caution and care are so 
»d on this dangerous roadway. 

and your department have always been responsive to the concerns and 
s of the North Boroughs. We thank you again for your assistance as 
ace the solving of this problem. 

truly yours, 

**.* • » 

s F. Hirsch 

r 

lb 

Bellevue Council 

Bellevue Police Chief 
Avalon Mayor, Council and Chief 
Ben Avon Mayor, Council and Chief 
Ems worth Mayor, Council and Chief 
Kilbuck Township Supervisors and Chief 
The Pittsburgh Press North 
The Post Gazette North 
The Citizen 
Suburban Life 
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xfrggiCE/ 

^ira^tt ^pnlir^ Jbparimimt Telephone 
BOROUGH OF AVALON l 761-0352 

640 California Avenue 
AVALON, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15202 

September 9, 1987 

Sheriff Eugene Coon 
Allegheny County Courthouse 
Pittsburgh, PA. 15219 

Dear Sheriff Coon: 

Please accept my sincere appreciation for your 

support and assistance with the patrol of State Route 65, 

the Ohio River Boulp.vard. 

The presence of your men. and vehicles has helped 

greatly to slow the speeders on this roadway. 

Thank you again for your immediate response to the 

concern of Avalon Borough and the other municipalities along 

Ohio River Boulevard. 

— - - Sincerely, j 

.Nicholas J. Grande 
Mayor, Avalon Borough 

NJG;mmh 
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