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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: T h i s i s t h e House 

J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e . 

I 'm Chai rman Tom C a l t a g i r o n e . We a r e 

go ing t o be t a k i n g t e s t i m o n y on House B i l l 3 1 9 , and 

i t ' s b a s i c a l l y go ing to be w o r k s h o p . 

Members of t h e s t a f f who a r e p r e s e n t , i f 

you would l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e y o u r s e l v e s f o r t h e 

r e c o r d . W e ' l l s t a r t t o my l e f t . 

REPRESENTATIVE LaGROTTA: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

L a G r o t t a , L a w r e n c e , B u t l e r , Beave r C o u n t i e s . 

MR. SUTTER: Ken S u t t e r , R e p u b l i c a n 

C o u n s e l . 

MS. DALTON: Karen D a l t o n , R e p u b l i c a n 

C o u n s e l . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Daley of Wash ing ton and F a y e t t e . 

MS. MILONOV: And my name i s G a l i n a 

Mi lonov , R e s e a r c h A n a l y s t f o r t h e J u d i c i a r y 

Commi t t e e . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: And we do have 

PennDOT r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h e r e t o d a y . Would t h e 

t h r e e of you l i k e to i n t r o d u c e y o u r s e l v e s fo r t h e 

r e c o r d ? 

MR. HEATON: My name i s John H e a t o n , 

Chief C o u n s e l , PennDOT. 
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MR. MOSTIN: Bob Must i n , D i r e c t o r of 

L e g i s l a t i v e A f f a i r s , PennDOT. 

MR. CARROLL: I 'm M i c h a e l C a r r o l l , and 

I 'm B o b ' s a s s i s t a n t f o r L e g i s l a t i v e A f f a i r s . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you . 

If y o u ' d l i k e t o s t a r t w i t h your 

p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

MR. HEATON: Good m o r n i n g . 

" I am h e r e t h i s morn ing in s u p p o r t of 

House B i l l 319 , P r i n t e r s Number 3 4 6 . 

The D e p a r t m e n t f a v o r s t h i s p r o v i s i o n and 

b e l i e v e s t h a t i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o i n c r e a s e t h e 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s of t r a f f i c s a f e t y m e a s u r e s 

c o n t a i n e d e l s e w h e r e i n t h e l a w . 

In a d d i t i o n t o s u p p o r t i n g t h e change t o 

S e c t i o n 5 5 5 3 ( e ) of t h e J u d i c i a l Code , t o 

i n c r e a s e t h e p e r i o d w i t h i n which summary 

p r o c e e d i n g s unde r t h e V e h i c l e Code must be 

c o m p l e t e d from two y e a r s t o f o u r y e a r s , I 

would a l s o t o d a y l i k e t o u r g e t h i s body t o 

c o n s i d e r two a d d i t i o n a l Amendments t o S e c t i o n 

5 5 5 3 ( 3 ) of t h e J u d i c i a l Code t h a t w i l l make 

t h e e n f o r c e m e n t much more e f f e c t i v e . 

These two c h a n g e s which I have appended 

t o t h e e x h i b i t s I p r e s e n t e d w i t h my t e s t i m o n y 
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would, number one , add language t o Sec t ion 

5553(e) so t h a t i t i s a b s o l u t e l y c l e a r t h a t 

t he p roceed ing in tended to be completed 

w i t h i n t h e two or f o u r - y e a r p e r i o d would be 

be fo re t h e i s s u i n g a u t h o r i t y o n l y , and not 

i n c l u d i n g i t s c o n t i n u a t i o n th rough a 

s t a t u t o r y appea l t o the Court of Common P l e a s 

or an A p p e l l a t e C o u r t . 

And, two, add ing language t o the e f f e c t 

t h a t the s e r i o u s t r a f f i c v i o l a t i o n s 

enumerated i n S e c t i o n 6503 of the Veh ic le 

Code a r e excluded even from t h e f o u r - y e a r 

l i m i t a t i o n , I have appended h e r e t o d r a f t 

language to accompl ish not on ly t h e s e two 

o b j e c t i v e s , but a l s o the o b j e c t i v e s s e t f o r t h 

in House B i l l 319 in the d r a f t language I 

have appended. 

I can speak wi th some e x p e r i e n c e about 

t he enactment o r t he c r e a t i o n of S e c t i o n 

5553(3) of the J u d i c i a l Code. 

This was enac ted as p a r t of t h e Veh ic le 

Code of 1976, and a t the t ime I was an 

A s s i s t a n t A t to rney General wi th PennDOT and 

was working wi th the then Department of 

J u s t i c e conce rn ing h e a r i n g s a l l over t h e 
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S t a t e of P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

The g e n e s i s of t h i s p r o v i s i o n i s t h a t a t 

t hose h e a r i n g s a number of D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s 

came forward , p a r t i c u l a r l y D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s 

l o c a t e d a long the i n t e r s t a t e h ighways, 

compla in ing t h a t they had old C i t a t i o n s and 

what am I going t o do wi th them? 

There was no p r o v i s i o n anywhere in the 

law t h a t a l lowed them t o purge o l d C i t a t i o n s 

and, e s s e n t i a l l y , t h e s e were speed ing t i c k e t s 

i s s u e d t o p e o p l e out of s t a t e . 

And I might a l s o add t h a t t h i s happened 

p r i o r to the Non-Resident V i o l a t o r Compact 

which was j u s t a t i t s b e g i n n i n g in t he 

m i d - ' 7 0 ' s . 

I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t t i c k e t s to out of 

s t a t e m o t o r i s t s a r e n e a r l y the problem now 

t h a t they were then because of t h e Non-

Res iden t V i o l a t o r Compact, which I d o n ' t know 

if the Committee i s aware of t h i s , but under 

t he Compact, i f a r e s i d e n t of a n o t h e r s t a t e 

i s i s s u e d a t i c k e t i n Pennsy lvan i a and 

i g n o r e s i t , we c o n t a c t the Motor Veh ic le 

Department of the s t a t e of r e s i d e n c e and they 

suspend t h a t p e r s o n ' s l i c e n s e u n t i l they come 

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle



/ 

to Pennsy lvan ia and pay the C i t a t i o n , which 

r e a l l y has been very e f f e c t i v e in no t only 

b r i n g i n g in revenue t o t h i s s t a t e , but a l s o 

to c u t t i n g down t h e problem of t h e s e 

unresponded t o , ou t of s t a t e C i t a t i o n s . 

So j u s t going back t o t h e ' 70 ' s a g a i n , as 

I r e c a l l , t h e Veh ic l e Code Revis ion P r o j e c t 

a t t he b e h e s t of D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s , and they 

were t he only pe r sons push ing for t h i s , 

d i d n ' t i n c l u d e a d i s c r e t i o n a r y p r o v i s i o n in 

t he d r a f t p r o j e c t t h a t came ou t of the 

Department of J u s t i c e t h a t then went t o t h e 

L e g i s l a t u r e , and i t i nc luded a p r o v i s i o n 

which was then 6302 of the Veh ic l e Code which 

was d i s c r e t i o n a r y r a t h e r than mandatory. 

So the D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s had the 

d i s c r e t i o n t o purge old t i c k e t s w i thou t be ing 

r e q u i r e d t o . 

Now, somehow or o t h e r t h a t d i s c r e t i o n a r y 

p r o v i s i o n became mandatory in the f i n a l 

enactment and a l l t h e s e years we have had a 

mandatory p r o v i s i o n which s o r t of - - i t ' s not 

r e a l l y a s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s i n the 

t r a d i t i o n a l s e n s e . 

A s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s says a 
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prosecut ion must be commenced with "X" period 

from the date of the offense. This is an 

outs ide l i m i t which says tha t the prosecut ion 

must be completed within two years of the 

date of t h i s offense and e a r l i e r cases from 

the Superior Court construed i t abso lu te ly 

c o n s i s t e n t l y and s t r i c t l y . I mean t h a t ' s i t , 

no proceedings can be held at a l l a f t e r t ha t 

two y e a r s . 

Now I want to make another point because 

I think it's relevant. 

When the Vehicle Code Revision Project 

was convening hearings back during the mid-

'70's, they were also besieged by people from 

the courts who felt that too many vehicle 

code cases were in the Common Pleas Court and 

that a lot of offenses which really should 

have been summary offenses or misdemeanors 

were clogging the courts. 

So there was a movement at the same time 

to take a lot of offenses, and I have six in 

particular that are right in front of my mind 

that are listed in Section 6503 of the 

Vehicle Code. They are enumerated in there. 

And they all carry a fine of not less than 
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$2 0 0 nor more than a thousand d o l l a r s , and 

imprisonment of n o t more than s i x months, or 

bo th . And t h e r e a re s i x o f f e n s e s l i s t e d 

t h e r e . These o f f e n s e s , a t l e a s t second 

o f fenses of t h e s e , were a l l misdemeanors 

under t he o l d Veh ic l e Code. 

What we did was we made second o f f ense of 

d r i v i n g wi thou t a l i c e n s e , d r i v i n g wh i l e 

l i c e n s e i s suspended, r a c i n g on the highways 

r e l a t i n g to f l e e i n g o r a t t e m p t i n g t o e lude a 

p o l i c e o f f i c e r , and r e l a t i n g t o d r i v i n g wi th 

l i g h t s ou t t o avo id i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , we made 

t h e s e summary o f f e n s e s for the f i r s t t ime in 

t he mid -1970 ' s and even for second and 

subsequent o f f e n s e s , a l though we provided for 

f i n e s up to a thousand d o l l a r s and up t o s i x 

months in j a i l , o r b o t h . 

Never p r i o r to t h a t had Veh ic le Code 

o f f enses of t h i s g r a v i t y been summary 

o f f enses in P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I t was s o r t of i r o n i c t h a t t he 

L e g i s l a t u r e a t the same t ime , and I 'm c e r t a i n 

t h a t t h i s body d i d n ' t r e a l i z e t h a t i t was 

c r e a t i n g a whole l o t more summary o f f e n s e s 

and much more s e r i o u s summary o f f e n s e s , y e t 
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a t the same t ime p u t t i n g t h i s o u t s i d e l i m i t 

on when p r o s e c u t i o n s can be comple ted . 

So even wi th t h e s e s e r i o u s o f f e n s e s , 

d r i v i n g under s u s p e n s i o n , f l e e i n g and e l u d i n g 

an o f f i c e r , if the pe r son could somehow or 

a n o t h e r avo id the a u t h o r i t i e s for two y e a r s , 

they had an a b s o l u t e defense and they would 

ge t of f . 

That may be good p o l i c y when i t comes t o 

s p e e d i n g , r e d l i g h t s , e t c e t e r a , for t h e 

purpose of c l e a n i n g out the C o u r t s , but I 

d o n ' t t h ink i t ' s good p o l i c y when i t comes t o 

some of t h e s e more s e r i o u s , i n t e n t i o n a l 

o f f e n s e s . 

So t h a t ' s something t o keep i n mind, and 

i t goes t o the recommendations I have made. 

Now t h e Veh ic le Code Revis ion P r o j e c t 

when i t e n t e r t a i n e d t h i s back in t h e ' 7 0 ' s , 

and I was invo lved i n t h o s e d i s c u s s i o n s and I 

know t h a t i t was contempla ted t h a t 5553(e) 

was only contempla ted t o apply t o D i s t r i c t 

J u s t i c e s , i f t h e t h i n g w a s n ' t completed in 

font of the D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e w i t h i n two 

y e a r s , i t would be thrown out because i t was 

the D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s who wanted t h i s 
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amendment. 

I t was never con templa ted t h a t somebody 

could t a k e an appea l from a D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e 

up to Common P l e a s Court and i f i t i s n ' t 

completed in t h e Common P leas Court or a 

subsequent appeal to Super io r Cour t , or a 

subsequent appeal to the Supreme Cour t , and 

keep the t h ing going u n t i l two y e a r s i s up 

and then come in screaming a f t e r he took the 

appea l t h a t t h i s two-year s t a t u t e l i m i t a t i o n s 

q u o t e , unquo te , i s i n t e n d e d t o g e t him off 

the hook. 

But t h a t i s e x a c t l y what happened when 

the S u p e r i o r Court dec ided Commonwealth v . 

Jannenga , J-A-N-N-E-N-G-A, in 1984. 

The S u p e r i o r Court he ld t h a t t he language 

of 5553(e) conce rn ing t h e two-year l i m i t a t i o n 

a p p l i e d t o summary a p p e a l s to the Court of 

Common P l e a s as we l l as to p roceed ings before 

the i s s u i n g a u t h o r i t i e s . 

Now in t h a t c a s e , the Judge was 

r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e d e l a y . 

The Defendant took a t ime ly a p p e a l from 

c o n v i c t i o n by the M a g i s t r a t e t o the Common 

P leas Court about a month be fo re t he two 

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle



12 

yea r s was up and the Judge heard the case 

w i t h i n t h e two-year s t a t u t e and then took i t 

under advisement and d i d n ' t do a n y t h i n g fo r 

about a year and a h a l f . 

The S u p e r i o r Court he ld t h a t t h a t de l ay 

by t h e Court was c h a r g e a b l e a g a i n s t the 

Commonwealth because the Commonwealth's 

a t t o r n e y knew the s t a t u s of t h a t ca se and 

could have r e q u e s t e d the Court t o r u l e on i t 

or have i t l i s t e d a t any p o i n t i n t i m e . 

That ca se of Jannenga was r ea f f i rmed in 

Commonwealth v . Markley s e v e r a l y e a r s l a t e r 

where i t was a very s e r i o u s o f f e n s e . A 

person was c o n v i c t e d of d r i v i n g under 

suspens ion dur ing an a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d 

suspens ion and t h e r e i s a p e n a l t y of a 

thousand d o l l a r s and imprisonment of 90 days 

which was i n v o l v e d . 

He was c o n v i c t e d in f r o n t of t he D i s t r i c t 

J u s t i c e w i t h i n t he two-year p e r i o d and f i l e d 

an a p p e a l , a t i m e l y appeal to Common P l e a s 

Court and, once a g a i n , was c o n v i c t e d w i t h i n 

the two-year p e r i o d before t he Common F l e a s 

Cour t . 

Markley then f i l e d p o s t - t r i a l motions 
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which were not d i sposed of u n t i l a f t e r the 

two-year p e r i o d and the Super io r Court he ld 

t h a t because he had not been sen tenced w i t h i n 

the two-year p e r i o d by the Court of Common 

P l e a s , t h a t t he cha rges had t o be d i s m i s s e d . 

That was Commonwealth v . Markley. 

The Court f e l t c o n s t r a i n e d to reach t h a t 

r e s u l t , a l t hough they s a i d in the l a s t 

pa ragraph of t h e i r Opin ion , "The mischief 

which i s being caused by 42 Pa . C.S. 5553(e) 

may sugges t to t h e L e g i s l a t u r e t h a t the 

p r o v i s i o n s t h e r e o f shou ld be r e p e a l e d , or a t 

l e a s t amended so as t o p r even t a d i l a t o r y 

Defendant from b e n e f i t t i n g from h i s or her 

own d e l a y . 

So th roughout the 19 8 0 ' s , t h i s p r o v i s i o n 

was b e i n g very s t r i c t l y cons t rued a g a i n s t t he 

Commonwealth and any e f f o r t t o pu r sue 

p r o s e c u t i o n a f t e r two y e a r s , whether i t was 

the D e f e n d a n t ' s f a u l t o r n o t , was r e s u l t i n g 

in p r o s e c u t i o n being t e r m i n a t e d . 

Now I must t e l l t h i s body t h a t t h e 

Super io r Court has backed off of t h a t s t r i c t 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and w i t h i n the l a s t two or 

t h r e e yea r s h e r e , we have two d e c i s i o n s 
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coming ou t of the Super io r Court which 

a rguab ly o v e r r u l e Jannenga and Markley, a t 

l e a s t to t he e x t e n t t h a t t h e p e r i o d of de lay 

d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e accused d o e s n ' t 

t o l l t he l i m i t a t i o n found i n 5 5 5 3 ( e ) . 

The f i r s t case i s Commonwealth v . Quinn, 

which was dec ided in 1991, which was appea led 

to the Supreme Court and t h e appea l was 

d e n i e d . 

I t ' s s t i l l u n c l e a r , though , a s t o which 

d e l a y s a r e d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e to the 

accused . 

In Quinn, t h e Defendant f a i l e d t o t i m e l y 

appea l t h e summary c o n v i c t i o n for over f i v e 

months and then he was c o n v i c t e d by the 

M a g i s t r a t e w i t h i n the two-year p e r i o d . Then 

he wa i ted f i v e months and d i d n ' t do a t h i n g . 

Then he comes in and f i l e s a nunc p ro tunc 

appea l t o Common P l e a s Court a f t e r f i v e 

months e l a p s e s and t h e County Court a l lowed 

the appea l nunc p r o t u n c , subsequen t ly s e t a 

h e a r i n g , found him g u i l t y , and a t some po in t 

in t ime a f t e r the nunc pro tunc appeal was 

a l lowed , the two-year p e r i o d e x p i r e d . 

At t h a t p o i n t i n t ime he goes to Super ior 
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Court and he says I want t h e whole t h i n g 

thrown o u t . 

In t h a t p a r t i c u l a r case the f i v e months 

he wa i ted between the c o n v i c t i o n in f ron t of 

the M a g i s t r a t e and t h e nunc p ro tunc a p p e a l , 

i t was t h e c r u c i a l t ime p e r i o d and the 

Super io r Court had j u s t been pushed too f a r 

on t h a t one and they s a i d t h a t t h i s i s c r a z y , 

to a l low somebody to t ake a nunc pro tunc 

appea l and bea t t h i s t h i n g t h a t way because , 

number one , i t ' s going t o d i s c o u r a g e Judges 

from a l l o w i n g nunc p ro tunc a p p e a l s because 

what they a r e going t o be doing i s s i g n i n g a 

not g u i l t y by a l l o w i n g the nunc pro tunc 

appea l because i t w i l l be too l a t e t o hea r 

t he c a s e . 

In Quinn, t h e Court he ld t h a t any p e r i o d 

of de lay d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e accused 

t o l l s the s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s and in t h a t 

ca se i t was a nunc p r o tunc appea l where the 

Defendant o b v i o u s l y was n e g l i g e n t in no t 

f i l i n g an appea l for f i v e months. They d i d 

not g e t i n t o , and we s t i l l d o n ' t have any 

guidance on what d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e to t he 

accused means, and i t ' s a t o t a l morass a t 
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t h i s p o i n t i n t ime and i t c r e a t e s a s i t u a t i o n 

where when t h e s e appea l s a r e t aken t o the 

Court of Common P l e a s in o r d e r t o a d d r e s s 

t h i s i s s u e , you a r e going t o have t h e 

Defendant and the Commonwealth p o i n t i n g 

f i n g e r s a t each o t h e r over whose f a u l t i t was 

t h a t i t was de layed . 

Every con t inuance i s going to be 

s c r u t i n i z e d for who caused i t , who r e q u e s t e d 

i t , and you a r e a l s o going to have the 

c o m p l i c i t y of the Judge , because how many 

t imes i s i t going to be h i s f a u l t because of 

a c a l e n d a r problem or whatever t h a t the case 

has t o be c o n t i n u e d . 

I t h i n k i t ' s j u s t an a b s o l u t e l y u n t e n a b l e 

s i t u a t i o n t o h a v e , whether or not somebody i s 

p r o s e c u t e d under the law depending on whose 

f a u l t and whose blame t h e de l ay i s . 

Now i f t h e Defendant does f i l e a timely-

appea l and the two-year s t a t u t e o r the two-

year d e a d l i n e e x p i r e s b e f o r e the ma t t e r i s 

comple ted , a s I s a i d , t h e Court i s now forced 

to a s s e s s blame f o r the de lay among the 

Defendant , the Commonwealth and i t s e l f . 

Only i f t he de lay can be blamed on the 

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle

mallen
Rectangle



17 

Defendant and i t used s o l e l y and a t t r i b u t a b l e 

to the Defendant can the m a t t e r p r o c e e d . 

I would submit to t h i s body t h a t the 

assessment of blame for Court de l ays i s no t a 

p r o d u c t i v e e x e r c i s e or one t h a t t h i s body 

should s a n c t i o n ; i t ' s a complete waste of 

t ime . 

In Commonwealth v . Marr which i s a case 

t h a t came down in 1993 subsequent t o Quinn, 

i t d id r e a f f i r m Quinn and went on t o say t h a t 

mere c o l l e c t i o n of t h e f i n e or payment under 

a s c h e d u l e e n t e r e d i n t o before t h e two-year 

d e a d l i n e does not c o n s t i t u t e a p roceed ing or 

an a c t i o n t aken under S e c t i o n 5553(e ) . 

So, i t i s c o n s i s t e n t wi th Quinn and t h i s 

body may say t o me i n l i g h t of t h e s e two 

r e c e n t c a s e s , what do we need to amend t h i s 

s t a t u t e f o r . And I would say I s t i l l t h i n k 

we need t o amend i t because i t ' s on t he books 

and in t h e p a s t many, many, many people have 

evaded w r i t s e r v e r s and p o l i c e o f f i c e r s f o r a 

p e r i o d of two y e a r s and then come in t o 

D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s and say you c a n ' t p r o s e c u t e 

me, you c a n ' t do any th ing f u r t h e r , I want 

t h i s charge d i s m i s s e d . 
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D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s a l l over t he S t a t e have 

done t h a t and j u s t because of t he two 

Super io r Court c a s e s , I 'm not su re t h a t t h e 

D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s a r e going t o be aware 

enough t o say no, t h e r e a re two c a s e s which 

say you have been evading the p o l i c e . 

And how do you prove t h a t t h e y ' v e been 

evading the p o l i c e ? They ' r e l i k e l y to come 

in and say I d i d n ' t know about i t , so we 

d o n ' t want t o get i n t o a s i t u a t i o n l i k e t h a t . 

So I t h i n k t h i s s t a t u t e s t i l l needs to be 

a d d r e s s e d . And i t i s r e s p e c t f u l l y submi t t ed 

t h a t both HB 319 and the a l t e r n a t i v e which we 

have s u g g e s t e d , would e s s e n t i a l l y e l i m i n a t e 

t he f i n g e r p o i n t i n g of blame for de lay and, 

i n s t e a d , s u b s t i t u t e a s e n s i b l e , r a t i o n a l way 

to t e r m i n a t e p r o s e c u t i o n f o r minor summary 

o f fenses w i t h i n a f a i r t ime f rame. 

So to summarize h e r e , what we a r e 

s u g g e s t i n g he re i s t h e f o u r - y e a r o u t s i d e 

l i m i t t h a t i s c o n t a i n e d in House B i l l 319 i s 

a sound i d e a . Two y e a r s i s t o o s h o r t ; t h a t ' s 

been p roven . Four y e a r s I t h i n k we can , wi th 

some conf idence t h a t if somebody h a s n ' t been 

brought be fo re t he Bar of J u s t i c e and 
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c o n v i c t e d w i t h i n four y e a r s , he s h o u l d n ' t be . 

T h e r e ' s something wrong wi th the sys tem; 

e i t h e r wi th the p o l i c e o f f i c e r , wi th t h e w r i t 

s e r v i c e - - t h e r e i s something wrong if 

someone h a s n ' t been brought b e f o r e t he Bar of 

J u s t i c e in four y e a r s . 

I have no problem in say ing l e t ' s d i s m i s s 

minor summary o f f e n s e s under t he Veh ic le 

Code; speed ing , r e d l i g h t , e t c e t e r a , a f t e r 

four y e a r s . But l e t ' s j u s t pu t a coup le of 

l i m i t s on t h a t . 

Number one , l e t ' s make i t a b s o l u t e l y 

c l e a r t h a t t h a t a p p l i e s only i n f r o n t of the 

D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e , because four y e a r s i s n ' t an 

un rea sonab l e d e l a y when you c o n s i d e r going 

a l l t h e way through the A p p e l l a t e C o u r t s , and 

i t ' s p o s s i b l e t o do t h a t . 

Under Jannenga , t h o s e four yea r s a r e 

going to count a g a i n s t t he Commonwealth. 

T h a t ' s no t r i g h t . I t was never the i n t e n t - -

i t was always the i n t e n t t h a t i t only apply 

to p roceed ings in f ron t of D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s . 

The second t h i n g t h a t we a r e s u g g e s t i n g , 

l e t ' s t a k e the four s e r i o u s o f f e n s e s t h a t 

used t o be misdemeanors , t h e s i x s e r i o u s 
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o f f e n s e s t h a t a r e e n u m e r a t e d i n 6 5 0 3 o f t h e 

V e h i c l e C o d e , w h i c h a r e s e r i o u s o f f e n s e s t h a t 

s o m e b o d y s h o u l d n o t b e a b l e t o b e e x c u s e d of 

j u s t b e c a u s e o f a d e l a y , r e g a r d l e s s of w h o s e 

f a u l t i t i s . B e c a u s e t h e y a r e s e r i o u s 

o f f e n s e s a n d l e t ' s j u s t e l i m i n a t e t h e m f rom 

i t s s c o p e . 

I have captured all three of those points 

in the proposed draft language that I have 

submitted with my testimony. I think the 

Bill is necessary and a good idea and will be 

even better if we attach those two amendments 

to it. " 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: E x c u s e me. 

I f we c o u l d , t h a t p a c k e t - -

MR. HEATON: I t ' s n o t a t t a c h e d , i t ' s 

r i g h t h e r e . T h e r e i s t h e e x i s t i n g 319 w i t h my 

p r o p o s e d l a n g u a g e a p p e n d e d t o i t . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Q u e s t i o n s f rom t h e 

C o m m i t t e e ? R e p r e s e n t a t i v e D a l e y ? 

BY REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: 

Q How many c a s e s a r e we t a l k i n g a b o u t 

t o t a l ? I m i g h t h a v e m i s s e d t h a t . How many c a s e s 

a r e we t a l k i n g a b o u t t h a t a r e o u t t h e r e i n t h i s 

p r e c a r i o u s s i t u a t i o n ? 
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A To t e l l you the t r u t h , I d o n ' t know, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Daley. Perhaps we could f ind out 

th rough the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Off ice of Pennsy lvan ia 

Courts t h a t they may with t h e i r new computer 

sys tem, may have some way of r e f e r e n c i n g c a s e s t h a t 

a re over two y e a r s o l d t h a t a r e s t i l l in f r o n t of 

the minor J u d i c i a r y , but i t would i n c l u d e a l s o 

cases t h a t have been appealed up to the Common 

Pleas Court for a de novo a p p e a l , and c a s e s t h a t 

a re in S u p e r i o r and Supreme C o u r t s . 

I d o n ' t know t h a t t h e r e i s any a c c u r a t e 

way on g e t t i n g a handle on a l l of them t h a t a re 

i nvo lved . 

Q My concern i s , you know, we a r e not su re 

of the number of c a s e s out t h e r e , nor the number of 

cases t h a t have been a d v e r s e l y impacted by t h e two-

year t h r e s h o l d . 

My concern i s r e a l l y p ro long ing t h i s 

p r o c e s s by two more y e a r s . 

In e s s e n c e , you a r e going t o put a 

g r e a t e r g l u t i n t o the c o u r t s because you a re going 

to have more t ime to p r o s e c u t e ; you a re going t o 

have more t ime to a d j u d i c a t e and go through the 

p r o c e s s . That i s one of my c o n c e r n s . 

My o the r concern b a s i c a l l y i s - - I mean 
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do we know e x a c t l y how many a r e f a l l i n g t h r o u g h t h e 

c r a c k s h e r e ; d o we know how many c a s e s a r e f a l l i n g 

of t h e t w o - y e a r e d g e a n d , q u i t e h o n e s t l y , t h i s i s a 

s t a t u t e o f l i m i t a t i o n s I t h i n k t o some d e g r e e i n 

t e r m s of p r o s e c u t i o n . 

I mean t h e C o u r t , t h e L e g i s l a t u r e , h a s 

v e r y s u c c i n c t l y s t a t e d i n t h e Code w h a t s t a t u t e of 

l i m i t a t i o n s a r e f o r v a r i o u s o f f e n s e s , and I r e a l l y 

d o n ' t b e l i e v e t h a t f o u r y e a r s i s r e a l l y n e c e s s a r y 

h e r e u n l e s s i t c a n b e shown t o me t h a t we h a v e a 

l o t o f c a s e s o u t t h e r e t h a t a r e f a l l i n g t h r o u g h t h e 

c r a c k s ; a l o t o f p e o p l e a r e f a l l i n g o f f t h e e d g e . 

F o u r y e a r s i s a l o n g t i m e t o e x t e n d t h e 

p e r i o d . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: C o u n s e l t e l l s me 

t h a t s h e d o e s h a v e some a n s w e r s , some f i g u r e s t h a t 

s h e c o u l d g i v e u s . 

MS. DALTON: T h a t i s , i f y o u d o n ' t . 

MR. HEATON: I ' d l i k e t o d e f e r t o y o u f o r 

t h e a n s w e r s , b u t may I j u s t a d d r e s s t h e f i r s t p o i n t 

a b o u t b u r d e n i n g t h e C o u r t w i t h a l o t o f e x t r a 

c a s e s ? 

As I t h i n k I made c l e a r i n my t e s t i m o n y , 

Commonwea l th v . Q u i n n d o e s , i n f a c t , undo t h i s 

p r o v i s i o n t o a l a r g e e x t e n t . I t s a y s t h a t a n y 
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d e l a y w h i c h i s c a u s e d by t h e D e f e n d a n t d o e s n o t 

t o l l t h e s t a t u t e o f l i m i t a t i o n s . 

So t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h c o u l d r a i s e t h a t . 

Any t i m e somebody came i n and t r i e d t o h a v e t h e 

p r o s e c u t i o n t h r o w n o u t , i f i n d e e d i t w a s h i s f a u l t , 

l i k e h e i g n o r e d t h e C i t a t i o n o r e v a d e d t h e w r i t 

s e r v e r f o r two y e a r s , t h e n he c a n ' t g e t c r e d i t f o r 

i t u n d e r Q u i n n . 

What we a r e d o i n g h e r e i s we a r e j u s t 

r e c o g n i z i n g t h e way t h e S u p e r i o r C o u r t h a s a l r e a d y 

i n t e r p r e t e d i t . And I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s g o i n g t o 

add a n y m o r e c a s e s t h a t s h o u l d n ' t a l r e a d y be i n t h e 

p i p e l i n e ; I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e s e c a s e s s h o u l d b e 

d i s m i s s e d a n y more u n d e r Q u i n n . 

T h i s w i l l e n s u r e t h a t t h e y w o n ' t be 

d i s m i s s e d a n d i t w i l l e n s u r e t h a t t h e y a r e t r e a t e d 

e q u a l l y a l l o v e r t h e S t a t e , n o t j u s t by D i s t r i c t 

J u s t i c e s who a r e a w a r e of t h e Qu inn c a s e , w h i c h I 

t h i n k i s v e r y b a d t o h a v e t h e l aw s a y one t h i n g and 

a S u p e r i o r C o u r t c a s e s a y j u s t t h e o p p o s i t e and 

h a v e t o t a l c o n f u s i o n o u t t h e r e . 

BY REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: 

Q W e l l , t h e t h r e s h o l d may be two y e a r s a n d 

t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o b e a n o t h e r Q u i n n , Q u i n n I I 

s o m e w h e r e when we a r e a t t h e f o u r - y e a r t h r e s h o l d , 
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and t h e y a r e g o i n g t o s a y t h e same t h i n g . 

I mean t h i s t h i n g c o u l d go on and on a n d 

on f o r s i x , s e v e n or e i g h t y e a r s m a y b e ; I d o n ' t 

know. I ' m j u s t o f f e r i n g t h i s a s an a r g u m e n t . 

L e t me a s k you a q u e s t i o n . L e t me a s k 

you t h e q u e s t i o n t h e n , c o u n s e l . 

MS. DALTON: I h a v e some s t a t i s t i c s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a I n q u i r e r 

who I l o v e t o q u o t e , 87 p e r c e n t o f a l l d r i v e r s 

t i c k e t e d i n P h i l a d e l p h i a n e v e r p a y . T h i s a m o u n t s 

t o $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 of u n c o l l e c t e d f i n e s o v e r t h e p a s t 

two y e a r s . $ 4 3 . 5 m i l l i o n w o u l d go t o t h e S t a t e . 

T h o s e a r e f o r p e o p l e n o t r e s p o n d i n g w i t h i n two 

y e a r s . 

MR. KEATON: B u t t h a t i n c l u d e s p a r k i n g . 

MS. DALTON: I ' m r e a d i n g f rom a 

c o - s p o n s o r s h i p memo d a t e d J a n u a r y 6 , 19 9 3 . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: I s t h a t t r a f f i c 

c i t a t i o n s , m o v i n g c i t a t i o n s , a l l m o v i n g c i t a t i o n s ? 

MS. DALTON: And I h a v e — 

MR. MUSTIN: P h i l a d e l p h i a P a r k i n g 

A u t h o r i t y d o e s t h e a d j u d i c a t i o n o f p a r k i n g 

v i o l a t i o n s . 

Am I c o r r e c t w i t h t h a t , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

M a n d e r i n o ? 
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REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: T h a t ' s 

c o r r e c t . 

MR. MUSTIN: So t r a f f i c v i o l a t i o n s , 

m o v i n g v i o l a t i o n s , a r e s o l e l y a d j u d i c a t e d by 

T r a f f i c C o u r t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: You a r e s a y i n g $75 

m i l l i o n ? 

MS. DALTON: Y e s . I j u s t g a v e my 

m a t e r i a l t o - -

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: S h e ' s g o i n g t o 

make c o p i e s f o r u s . 

MR. MUSTIN: T h a t ' s d o l l a r s , I t h i n k . 

MS. DALTON: $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 of 

f i n e s w h i c h w o u l d p a r k i n g t i c k e t s ? 

MR. MUSTIN: N o , n o , s t r i c t l y m o v i n g . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: S t r i c t l y m o v i n g 

c i t a t i o n s . 

D o e s n ' t i t seem l i k e t h e r e i s an 

e n f o r c e m e n t p r o b l e m h e r e i n t e r m s o f - -

MR. MUSTIN: I f I c o u l d j u s t t e l l y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e D a l e y , we s u s p e n d s o m e w h e r e i n t h e 

n e i g h b o r h o o d o f a b o u t 200 t o 225 t o 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e 

e v e r y y e a r f o r f a i l u r e t o r e s p o n d t o c i t a t i o n s h e r e 

i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . Of t h a t , p r o b a b l y 75 p e r c e n t of 
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t h o s e come f rom P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: And p r o b a b l y of 

t h a t , 90 p e r c e n t o f t h o s e p e o p l e a r e s t i l l d r i v i n g 

w i t h o u t t h e i r l i c e n s e , p r o b a b l y . 

I know I c a n ' t p r o v e t h a t f a c t , b u t I 

r e a d s o m e w h e r e w h e r e t h e r e i s a t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t 

of p e o p l e d r i v i n g w i t h o u t a l i c e n s e . 

MR. MUSTIN: We b e l i e v e t h a t 7 5 p e r c e n t 

of t h e p e o p l e who g e t s u s p e n d e d d r i v e a n y h o w . 

MR. HEATON: You a r e c o r r e c t a b o u t t h e 

e n f o r c e m e n t p r o b l e m . 

I v i e w t h i s a s t h e c r i m i n a l s i d e of i t 

and t h e c i v i l s i d e o f i t . 

The c r i m i n a l s i d e of i t i n v o l v e s w h a t 

h a p p e n s i n f r o n t o f t h e D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e , and 

t h e y ' r e i s s u e d a C i t a t i o n a n d t h e y i g n o r e i t . 

Now a s s o o n a s t h e y i g n o r e i t , t h a t ' s 

t r a n s m i t t e d t o PennDOT, who s u s p e n d s t h e l i c e n s e 

f o r 1 5 3 3 , f a i l u r e t o r e s p o n d t o a c i t a t i o n . 

But t h a t d o e s n ' t h e l p t h a t C i t a t i o n g e t 

r e s p o n d e d t o a l o t o f t i m e s . They a r e j u s t g o i n g 

t o d r i v e u n d e r s u s p e n s i o n and c o n t i n u e t o i g n o r e 

i t . 

At t h a t p o i n t i n t i m e t h e c r i m i n a l 

p r o c e s s s h o u l d be f o l l o w i n g up a n d t h e r e s h o u l d be 
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a w a r r a n t i s s u e d and t h e r e s h o u l d b e e i t h e r a 

C o n s t a b l e o r a S h e r i f f o r s o m e b o d y s h o u l d be g o i n g 

o u t a n d s e r v i n g p r o c e s s on t h e s e p e o p l e a n d 

d r a g g i n g t h e m i n f r o n t o f t h e D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e . 

B e c a u s e of t h e b u s y n a t u r e of t h e P o l i c e 

D e p a r t m e n t s , t h e C o n s t a b l e s , e t c e t e r a , i t j u s t 

i s n ' t h a p p e n i n g . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: W e l l , I d o n ' t s e e 

how t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n i s g o i n g t o f i x t h a t . 

I mean I d o n ' t s e e how t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n 

i s g o i n g t o p u t more p u n c h i n t o t h e e n f o r c e m e n t 

a s p e c t b e c a u s e o u r p r o b l e m i s , n u m b e r o n e , i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a y o u h a v e $7 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 o u t t h e r e b e i n g 

u n c o l l e c t e d . Y o u ' r e s u s p e n d e d 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , o f w h i c h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 9 0 , 0 0 0 of 

t h o s e a r e P h i l a d e l p h i a , of w h i c h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

1 5 0 , 0 0 0 a r e s t i l l d r i v i n g . 

By m a k i n g t h i s f o u r y e a r s o r f o r t y - f i v e 

y e a r s , y o u a r e s t i l l n o t e n f o r c i n g t h e l a w . 

MR. HEATON: I t w i l l g i v e t h e p o l i c e a n d 

t h e C r i m i n a l J u s t i c e S y s t e m t w o more y e a r s t o c a t c h 

up w i t h t h e s e f o l k s and g e t t h e m o n e y , w h e r e a s now 

t h e t w o y e a r s c o m e s a w f u l l y q u i c k a n d t h e n t h e 

p e o p l e a r e i n f r o n t o f t h e M a g i s t r a t e a s k i n g t h a t 

t h e c a s e be d i s m i s s e d . 
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T h e r e w o u l d be two more y e a r s t h a t t h e 

w a r r a n t c o u l d b e s e r v e d and t h e p e r s o n s c o u l d b e 

d r a g g e d i n . I t w o u l d a l s o c o i n c i d e w i t h t h e f o u r -

y e a r r e n e w a l o f t h e l i c e n s e . 

T h e s e p e o p l e a r e d r i v i n g u n d e r s u s p e n s i o n 

b u t t h e y h a v e a l i c e n s e i n t h e i r p o c k e t b e c a u s e i t 

o n l y c o m e s up f o r r e n e w a l o n c e e v e r y t w o y e a r s . I f 

we c o u l d k e e p t h i s g o i n g f o r f o u r y e a r s , t h e 

r e n e w a l w o u l d come u p . PennDOT w o u l d n o t r e n e w t h e 

l i c e n s e and t h e y w o u l d n ' t h a v e a n a c t u a l p h y s i c a l 

l i c e n s e i n t h e i r p o c k e t s t o d r i v e w i t h and show t h e 

p o l i c e o f f i c e r . 

And m o s t p o l i c e o f f i c e r s when t h e y s t o p a 

v i o l a t o r a r e s a t i s f i e d t o l o o k a t a l i c e n s e ; t h e y 

d o n ' t r u n e v e r y b o d y up on t h e t u b e t o f i n d o u t 

w h e t h e r t h e y a r e u n d e r s u s p e n s i o n o r n o t . P e o p l e 

know t h a t . As l o n g a s t h e y h a v e a l i c e n s e i n t h e i r 

p o c k e t , t h e y a r e c o m f o r t a b l e g o i n g o u t t o d r i v e . 

Now i f we e x t e n d t h i s t o f o u r y e a r s , y o u 

a r e g o i n g t o h a v e h a l f t h e p e o p l e o u t t h e r e d r i v i n g 

u n d e r s u s p e n s i o n who w o n ' t h a v e a l i c e n s e i n t h e i r 

p o c k e t b e c a u s e t h e y c a n ' t g e t i t r e n e w e d and c a n ' t 

g e t t h e a c t u a l p h y s i c a l l i c e n s e i n t h e i r 

p o s s e s s i o n . 

So I t h i n k t h e r e a r e ways t h a t t h i s i s 
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e f f e c t i v e a n d w i l l go a t t h e p r o b l e m . 

The c r i m i n a l s i d e n e e d s t o t h r o w more 

e f f o r t a t i t , y o u ' r e r i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: I ' m n o t t r y i n g t o 

t h r o w mud on y o u r p r o p o s a l h e r e , b u t I was Mayor 

f o r e i g h t y e a r s a n d my c o p s h a d more i m p o r t a n t 

t h i n g s t o do t h a n t o c o n t i n u e t o c h a s e a r o u n d 

p e o p l e t h a t r e a l l y i n e s s e n c e — I mean t h e way you 

c a t c h t h e m i s you p u l l t h e m o v e r f o r a n o t h e r 

c i t a t i o n , y o u r u n a c h e c k and t h e n y o u ' v e c a u g h t 

t h e m . 

The p o l i c e o f f i c e r s t o d a y on t h e s t r e e t , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , h a v e m o r e i m p o r t a n t 

t h i n g s t o do t h a n p u l l p e o p l e o v e r f o r t r a f f i c 

c i t a t i o n s , q u i t e h o n e s t l y , and I r e a l l y d o n ' t 

b e l i e v e by a d d i n g two y e a r s y o u a r e g o i n g t o h a v e 

b e t t e r e n f o r c e m e n t . 

I t h i n k you a r e j u s t g o i n g t o h a v e more 

p r o b l e m s . I ' m n o t s a y i n g I ' m o p p o s e d t o t h e 

p r o p o s a l ; I ' m j u s t o f f e r i n g some a r g u m e n t s h e r e 

t h a t n e e d t o a t l e a s t b e h e a r d a n d d i s c u s s e d . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Do we h a p p e n t o 

h a v e a c o u n s e l o r f rom t h e C i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: I ' m j u s t 

l i s t e n i n g . 
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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: J u s t l i s t e n i n g . 

How a b o u t c o u n s e l f o r t h e C o m m i t t e e 

and 

REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: H o w e v e r , i f 

you h e l p us s o l v e o u r i n s u r a n c e p r o b l e m i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , we c a n p r o b a b l y h e l p g e t t h o s e 

n u m b e r s down on p e o p l e d r i v i n g w i t h o u t l i c e n s e s , 

b e c a u s e I t h i n k - - I mean w i t h s u s p e n d e d l i c e n s e s , 

b e c a u s e I t h i n k t h a t ' s w h e r e a l o t o f i t c o m e s 

f r o m . 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: A n n e x a t i o n ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: P a r d o n me? 

REPRESENTATIVE DALEY: A n n e x a t i o n . 

BY MS. DALTON: 

Q Mr. H e a t o n , i f I u n d e r s t a n d y o u 

c o r r e c t l y , w h a t t h e l aw c u r r e n t l y s a y s i s i f we 

d o n ' t h a v e t h e a d j u d i c a t i o n i n i t s f i n a l 

d i s p o s i t i o n w i t h i n t w o y e a r s t h e p e r s o n g o e s f r e e ; 

i s t h a t r i g h t ? 

A I t s a y s no a c t i o n s h a l l be t a k e n o r 

p r o c e e d i n g h e l d more t h a n two y e a r s f rom t h e d a t e 

of t h e o f f e n s e . 

Q I s n ' t i t f a i r t o s a y t h a t t h e p r a c t i c a l 

e f f e c t i s i f we g e t s o m e b o d y b e f o r e a D i s t r i c t 

J u s t i c e w i t h i n two y e a r s a n d t h e y a p p e a l i t and 
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they d o n ' t go i n t o c o u r t , Court of Common Pleas 

w i th in t h a t t ime frame, they a re off t h e hook; i s 

t h a t r i g h t ? 

A T h a t ' s when the Jennanga case s ays , y e s . 

Q Then the language — 

A But t h a t ' s not what the Quinn case s a y s . 

The Quinn case says i f t h a t de l ay in t h e 

Common P l e a s Court i s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o them, t h a t i t 

t o l l s the s t a t u t e . 

Q Okay, okay. 

And t h e language t h a t you a re propos ing 

to add, an a d d i t i o n a l two y e a r s t o four y e a r s , I 

j u s t want t o be c l e a r t h a t - - what e f f e c t t h a t 

would have. 

Would t h a t mean t h a t if a person got i n t o 

c o u r t , i f we caught somebody wi th in four y e a r s , 

would t h a t t o l l t h e s t a t u t e , or would we have to 

have the d i s p o s i t i o n f i n a l ? 

A You would have to have the d i s p o s i t i o n 

f i n a l w i t h i n four y e a r s . 

Now i t may wel l be t h a t — 

Q I t means a l l appea l s have run? 

A The Quinn case might be invoked t Vie r e by 

the Commonwealth t o say t h a t even t h e four yea r s 

i s n ' t an a b s o l u t e bar because the de l ay was the 
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D e f e n d a n t ' s f a u l t . 

Q Okay . 

But in other words there has to be a 

final disposition within four years; all appeals 

must have run? 

A I t d o e s n ' t s a y t h a t . 

Q No, b u t u n d e r t h e l a n g u a g e you a r e 

p r o po s i n g ? 

A I t d o e s n ' t s a y t h a t . 

I w o u l d t h i n k t h a t f o u r y e a r s s h o u l d b e 

e n o u g h t i m e , a n d you may w e l l f e e l t h a t y o u w a n t t o 

amend i t a g a i n . 

Q R i g h t . 

I g u e s s w h e r e I am c o n f u s e d - -

MR. MUSTIN: I t s a y s t h e f o u r y e a r s o n l y 

a p p l y t o t h e i s s u i n g a u t h o r i t y who i s t h e D i s t r i c t 

J u s t i c e . I t d o e s n ' t a p p l y t o a n y A p p e l l a t e C o u r t s . 

MS. DALTON: O k a y . 

MR. HEATON: U n d e r my p r o p o s a l , i f i t 

comes o u t o f t h e D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e ' s o f f i c e by an 

a p p e a l t o Common P l e a s C o u r t w i t h i n f o u r y e a r s , 

t h e n t h e s t a t u t e i s m e t . 

MS. DALTON: Which i s t h e n o r m a l way t h e 

s t a t u t e o f l i m i t a t i o n s i s t o l l e d , s a y on t h e c i v i l 

s i d e , a s l o n g a s you s e r v e p r o c e s s w i t h i n a c e r t a i n 
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a m o u n t o f t i m e ? 

MR. HEATON: Y e s . 

BY MS. DALTON: 

Q So t h i s d o e s c h a n g e t h e l a w , t h e n ? 

A Yes . 

Q O k a y . 

BY REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: 

Q I ' m j u s t c o n f u s e d . 

I f t h e p r o b l e m i s w i t h t h e s t a t u t e a s 

c u r r e n t l y b e i n g w r i t t e n , c o m p l e t i o n w i t h i n two 

y e a r s , why a r e we s t i l l s t a y i n g w i t h t h e c o m p l e t i o n 

t y p e o f l a n g u a g e ? 

Why a r e n ' t we j u s t s a y i n g commenced 

w i t h i n t w o y e a r s , w h i c h t h e n k e e p s t h e b u r d e n on 

t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h t o a c t t i m e l y b u t d o e s n ' t c a t c h 

you on t h e r e a r e n d i f s o m e b o d y e l s e d e l a y s ? 

Why a r e we s t i l l s t a y i n g w i t h t h e n o t i o n 

of c o m p l e t i o n i f t h a t ' s w h e r e t h e c a t c h 22 i s ? 

A W e l l , t h a t ' s w h e r e t h e c a t c h 22 i s , b u t 

t h e o n l y r e a s o n i n a n s w e r t o t h a t , t h e o n l y r e a s o n 

I c a n t h i n k of f o r l e a v i n g t h i s i n i s we a r e s t i l l 

g o i n g t o h a v e t h e D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s o u t t h e r e who 

a r e g o i n g t o h a v e t h e s e m o r e t h a n t w o y e a r o l d , o r 

more t h a n f o u r y e a r o l d c i t a t i o n s p i l i n g up i n 

t h e i r f i l e s and t h e y w a n t some m e c h a n i s m t o b e a b l e 
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t o p u r g e t h e m o r t e r m i n a t e t h e m . 

As i t s t a n d s r i g h t now, t h i s i s t h e o n l y 

m e t h o d o f d o i n g i t . 

Q A l l r i g h t . 

So you a r e s a y i n g t h e c o m p l e t i o n d a t e 

a l l o w s t h e p u r g i n g of o l d and n o t t i m e l y c a s e s b u t 

r i g h t now a two y e a r p u r g e i s t o o s h o r t ? 

A Y e s . 

Q I n y o u r e s t i m a t i o n ? 

A Y e s . 

Q Okay . 

MR. ANDRING: I c a n u n d e r s t a n d why you 

w o u l d h a v e s u c h a c o n c e r n a b o u t t h i s t w o - y e a r 

p e r i o d b e i n g a p p l i e d t o an a p p e a l t o Common P l e a s 

C o u r t . I mean t h a t i s u n r e a s o n a b l e I t h i n k on i t s 

f a c e t o c o m p l e t e t h e D . J . p r o c e e d i n g s and t h e n go 

i n t o Common P l e a s C o u r t on a d e n o v o a p p e a l and g e t 

t h a t a l l d o n e w i t h i n two y e a r s i s r e a l l y p r e s s i n g 

i t . 

On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e r e a p p a r e n t l y i s a 

p r o b l e m i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

I n m o s t o f t h e r e s t o f t h e s t a t e t h a t I 

am f a m i l i a r w i t h , i f you g e t a t r a f f i c t i c k e t a n d 

you d o n ' t p a y i t , t h e D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e s e n d s o u t 

t h e C o n s t a b l e and t h e y come a n d a r r e s t y o u . 
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I c a n ' t u n d e r s t a n d why t h a t c a n ' t b e d o n e 

w i t h i n t h r e e y e a r s . I mean I t h i n k i t ' s r a t h e r 

r i d i c u l o u s t h a t f o u r y e a r s a f t e r g e t t i n g a C i t a t i o n 

you c a n b e s i t t i n g i n y o u r l i v i n g room and a 

C o n s t a b l e c o m e s k n o c k i n g on y o u r d o o r t o t a k e y o u 

t o t h e D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e a f t e r t h e y l e t i t s i t t h e r e 

f o r f o u r y e a r s . 

I r e a l l y c a n ' t r e c o n c i l e t h a t i n my m i n d . 

I f t h e r e i s a p r o b l e m i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , I 

d o n ' t know how t h e y h a n d l e t h e s e i n T r a f f i c C o u r t 

i n P h i l a d e l p h i a ; t h e y d o n ' t h a v e C o n s t a b l e s . I 

d o n ' t know i f t h e y a r e u s i n g a l l of t h e p o l i c e 

o f f i c e r s o r w h a t , b u t i f t h e r e ' s a p r o b l e m w i t h t h e 

s y s t e m t h e r e , t h e n maybe t h a t o u g h t t o be 

a d d r e s s e d . Maybe t h e y o u g h t t o u s e C o n s t a b l e s ; I 

d o n ' t know. 

MR. MUSTIN: They h i s t o r i c a l l y do n o t u s e 

C o n s t a b l e s i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e s t a t e . V e r y 

r a r e l y a r e t h e y u s e d . 

What i s h a p p e n i n g i s when t h e V e h i c l e 

Code was e n a c t e d b a c k i n ' 7 6 , i t p r o v i d e d f o r a s 

Mr. H e a t o n s a y s , t h e p r o v i s i o n s of S e c t i o n 1 5 3 3 , 

f a i l u r e t o r e s p o n d t o a c i t a t i o n , w h a t h a p p e n s i s 

t h e D i s t r i c t J u s t i c e n o t i f i e s t h e D e f e n d a n t t h a t h e 

h a s n ' t r e s p o n d e d t o t h i s C i t a t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o 
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c o u r t r u l e s , g e n e r a l r u l e s , a n d h e i s s u p p o s e d t o 

g i v e t h e D e f e n d a n t f i f t e e n d a y s i n w h i c h t o 

r e s p o n d . I f h e d o e s n ' t r e s p o n d w i t h i n t h o s e 

f i f t e e n d a y s , h e t h e n s e n d s a N o t i c e t o t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t t o i n i t i a t e s u s p e n s i o n o f t h e l i c e n s e . 

They f e e l t h a t t h a t w o r k s b e t t e r i n 

g e t t i n g a h o l d of t h e p e r s o n r a t h e r t h a n h a v i n g a 

C o n s t a b l e g o i n g o u t k n o c k i n g on d o o r s l o o k i n g f o r 

s o m e b o d y , b e c a u s e t h e C o n s t a b l e k n o c k s on t h e d o o r , 

a s k s f o r t h e p e r s o n and t h e y s a y n o b o d y l i v e s h e r e . 

I mean p e o p l e become a t t u n e d i n how t o 

a v o i d C i t a t i o n s . 

MR. ANDRING: T h a t i s d o n e t o e n f o r c e 

p a r k i n g t i c k e t s . 

One a r t i c l e e v e n m e n t i o n s P h i l a d e l p h i a i s 

c o l l e c t i n g 7 0 o r 8 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r p a r k i n g 

t i c k e t s and C o n s t a b l e s a r e u s e d a l l t h e t i m e t o 

c o l l e c t p a r k i n g t i c k e t s . 

MR. MUSTIN: They d o n ' t u s e C o n s t a b l e s 

t h e r e , t h e y u s e P a r k i n g A u t h o r i t y - -

MR. ANDRING: I d o n ' t c a r e i f t h e r e 

a r e n ' t C o n s t a b l e s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . In t h e r e s t of 

t h e S t a t e t h e y u s e C o n s t a b l e s t o c o l l e c t t i c k e t s . 

MR. MUSTIN: They d o n ' t u s e t h e m — 

MR. ANDRING: They come o u t t o y o u r 
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h o u s e . They h a v e a l l o f t h e i r w a r r a n t s a n d t h e y 

s a y y o u owe $600 i n p a r k i n g t i c k e t s ; y o u p a y i t now 

o r we go t o c o u r t . 

MR. MUSTIN: I f t h e y c a n a c t u a l l y f i n d 

y o u . 

MR. ANDRING: T h e y d o . 

MR. MUSTIN: W e l l , p e o p l e h i s t o r i c a l l y 

when you k n o c k on t h e d o o r w i l l s a y I ' m s o r r y , h e 

d o e s n ' t l i v e h e r e . 

We f i n d t h a t when t h e S t a t e P o l i c e go o u t 

t o g e t a d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e . 

MR. ANDRING: But I ' m s a y i n g t h i s o n e 

n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e s m a k e s i t c l e a r . They a r e 

c o l l e c t i n g t h e p a r k i n g t i c k e t s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

What t h e y a r e n ' t c o l l e c t i n g a r e t h e m o v i n g f i n e s . 

Now a p p a r e n t l y t h e y h a v e a s y s t e m t h a t 

w o r k s f o r p a r k i n g t i c k e t s . 

You k n o w , I t h i n k P e t e h a d a p o i n t . I 

d o n ' t s e e w h e r e y o u a r e g o i n g t o r e a l l y s o l v e 

a n y t h i n g by d o i n g t h i s . You a r e j u s t g o i n g t o d r a g 

i t o u t f o r a n o t h e r t w o y e a r s and you a r e n o t g o i n g 

t o c o l l e c t a n y more t h a n y o u w e r e c o l l e c t i n g 

b e f o r e . 

I f t h e p r o b l e m i s t h e s e p e o p l e a r e j u s t 

r i p p i n g u p t h e t i c k e t s , you o b v i o u s l y n e e d a new 
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s y s t e m t o b r i n g them i n . Your s u s p e n s i o n s y s t e m 

i s n ' t w o r k i n g . 

MR. MUSTIN: W e l l , on t h e p a r k i n g -

v i o l a t i o n s , o n e r e a s o n t h e y a r e a b l e t o c o l l e c t 

t h o s e i s t h e y b o o t t h e v e h i c l e o r t h e y tow i t . I 

mean t h e y h a v e some i n c e n t i v e t o make s u r e t h a t you 

p a y u p . T h e r e i s no s i m i l a r i n c e n t i v e on t h e 

d r i v e r l i c e n s i n g s i d e . 

MR. ANDRING: W e l l , maybe t h a t ' s w h a t we 

n e e d t h e n i s a s i m i l a r i n c e n t i v e . I mean i f you 

a r e a c t u a l l y s e r i o u s a b o u t c o l l e c t i n g t h e money . 

I j u s t d o n ' t s e e w h e r e you a r e g o i n g t o 

g e t a n y s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n c r e a s e d a m o u n t of money by 

s t r e t c h i n g t h i s o u t t o f o u r y e a r s . 

W h a t ' s t h e d i f f e r e n c e g o i n g t o b e ? I 

j u s t c a n ' t - -

MR. HEATON: You a r e e l i m i n a t i n g t h e 

i n c e n t i v e f o r p e o p l e t o a v o i d t h e C o n s t a b l e o r 

a v o i d t h e p o l i c e o f f i c e r w i t h t h e w a r r a n t f o r t w o 

y e a r s . 

MR. ANDRING: They w o u l d j u s t a v o i d them 

f o r f o u r y e a r s . 

MR. HEATON: W e l l , t h e y h a v e become v e r y 

s u c c e s s f u l i n a v o i d i n g t h e m f o r two y e a r s and t h e n 

t h e y a r e g o i n g i n and h a v i n g t h e C i t a t i o n s 
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d i s m i s s e d , a n d t h a t i s n o t a p r o p e r r e s u l t . 

MR. ANDRING: No, b u t I s u s p e c t t h e y a r e 

n o t a v o i d i n g them so much a s j u s t n o b o d y i s m a k i n g 

any e f f o r t t o go o u t a f t e r t h e m . 

MR. HEATON: I t ' s a c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h e 

two . 

MR. ANDRING: And i f t h e y a r e n o t g o i n g 

a f t e r t h e m i n two y e a r s , t h e y a r e n o t g o i n g o u t 

a f t e r t h e m i n f o u r y e a r s . 

I mean I c e r t a i n l y u n d e r s t a n d y o u r p o i n t , 

b u t i f t h e i d e a i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e e n f o r c e m e n t and 

g e t more r e v e n u e , I t h i n k you h a v e t o a d d r e s s t h e 

r e a s o n a s t o why you a r e n o t c o l l e c t i n g t h e m r i g h t 

no w. 

And o b v i o u s l y , a t l e a s t i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

t h e r e d o e s n ' t seem t o b e much e f f o r t t o c o l l e c t 

t h e s e , a n d I d o n ' t t h i n k i n c r e a s i n g t o two y e a r s 

a c r o s s t h e b o a r d i s g o i n g t o r e s u l t i n more money 

c o m i n g i n . 

MR. HEATON: T h e i n t e n t of t h i s p r o v i s i o n 

i n t h e v e r y f i r s t p l a c e g o i n g b a c k t o 1 9 7 6 , was t o 

a l l o w M a g i s t r a t e s , J . P . ' s , a m e a n s o f t e r m i n a t i n g 

p r o s e c u t i o n s w h i c h h a d n o c h a n c e of b e i n g c o m p l e t e d 

and t h e money c o l l e c t e d . T h a t w a s t h e i n t e n t o f 

i t . I t w a s n ' t t o a l l o w p e o p l e a s a f e h a v e n i f t h e y 
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c o u l d a v o i d a w r i t s e r v e r f o r two y e a r s . 

T h a t ' s w h a t i t ' s e v o l v e d i n t o and I t h i n k 

t h a t ' s w h a t t h i s B i l l h a s t h e a b i l i t y t o t e r m i n a t e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e c a s e of t h e s e r i o u s o f f e n s e s . 

I mean we h a v e a t r a f f i c s a f e t y i n t e r e s t 

h e r e . P e o p l e who r a c e on t h e h i g h w a y and e l u d e a 

p o l i c e o f f i c e r and d r i v e r u n d e r s u s p e n s i o n a n d t h e 

l i k e s h o u l d n ' t be a b l e t o c o m p l e t e l y w a l k away f rom 

t h a t . And n o t o n l y t h e c o n v i c t i o n and t h e f i n e up 

t o a t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s , b u t t h e l i c e n s e s u s p e n s i o n . 

T h e s e a r e a l l s e r i o u s o f f e n s e s t h a t go 

i n t o t h e H a b i t u a l O f f e n d e r A c t . I mean t h e y 

s h o u l d n ' t b e a b l e t o w a l k away f rom t h a t j u s t by 

a v o i d i n g t h e c r i m i n a l a u t h o r i t i e s f o r two y e a r s ; 

i t ' s j u s t n o t r i g h t . 

MR. ANDRING: I a g r e e w i t h you t h e y 

s h o u l d n ' t , b u t I a l s o t h i n k t h e r e i s a n o b l i g a t i o n 

on t h e c r i m i n a l a u t h o r i t i e s t o a t t e m p t t o p r o c e s s 

t h e s e t h i n g s i n a n e x p e d i t i o u s m a n n e r . And I 

s u s p e c t t h a t i s more of y o u r p r o b l e m t h a n i t i s 

t h a t you h a v e a l l of t h e s e p e o p l e o u t t h e r e d o d g i n g 

t h e l a w e n f o r c e m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s . 

MR. HEATON: T h a t ' s t h e p r o b l e m . 

The d o c u m e n t s a r e b e i n g t r a n s m i t t e d t o 

PennDOT and we a r e s u s p e n d i n g t h e l i c e n s e and 
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p e o p l e a r e i g n o r i n g i t and d r i v i n g u n d e r 

s u s p e n s i o n . 

Why d o n ' t you g i v e some i n c e n t i v e t o t h e 

C o n s t a b l e s , p e r h a p s g i v i n g them more of a f e e , o r 

more of a s h a r e of t h e money c o l l e c t e d t o go ou t 

and f i n d t h e s e p e o p l e ? 

Maybe t h a t ' s a way of d o i n g i t . 

MR. ANDRING: I t h i n k t h a t might be a 

good i d e a . 

MR. HEATON: Maybe you s h o u l d g e t some 

more C o n s t a b l e s i n t o t h e s y s t e m . Maybe t h a t ' s what 

- - why d o n ' t you t a l k t o P h i l a d e l p h i a T r a f f i c Cour t 

and a s k them why t h e p a r k i n g v i o l a t i o n s a r e b e i n g 

t r e a t e d more s e r i o u s l y t h a n some of t h e s e r i o u s 

moving o f f e n s e s ? 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: I f I c o u l d 

i n t e r j e c t h e r e , I u n d e r s t a n d you d o n ' t have 

C o n s t a b l e s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a l i k e t h e y do i n t h e r e s t 

of t h e S t a t e . 

I s i t w r i t s e r v e r s o r S h e r i f f ' s D e p u t i e s ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: Tha t do wha t? 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: That do t h e 

s e r v i c e i n T r a f f i c C o u r t . 

REPRESENTATIVE MANDERINO: T r a f f i c Cour t 

i s t h e w r e t c h e d c o m p u t e r . 
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MR. MUSTIN: The P a r k i n g A u t h o r i t y h a s 

t h e i r own e n f o r c e m e n t p e r s o n n e l t h a t go o u t f o r 

p a r k i n g v i o l a t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: W i t h t h e C i t y o f 

P h i l a d e l p h i a p a r k i n g v i o l a t i o n s ? 

MR. MUSTIN: Y e s . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Does i t c o v e r t h e 

S t a t e ? 

MR. MUSTIN: N o , t h e y a r e s t r i c t l y C i t y 

of P h i l a d e l p h i a p a r k i n g v i o l a t i o n s . 

MR. HEATON: So y o u c a n i g n o r e t hem w i t h 

i m p u n i t y e x c e p t f o r PennDOT s u s p e n d i n g y o u r 

1 i c en s e . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: And e v i d e n t l y f rom 

w h a t C o u n s e l A n d r i n g i s s a y i n g , t h e y a r e d o i n g a 

p r e t t y g o o d j o b a t c o l l e c t i n g t h a t money f o r t h e 

C i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a b u t n o t f o r t h e S t a t e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a a s i t a p p l i e s t o S t a t e v i o l a t i o n s . 

MR. MUSTIN: W e l l , f o r t h e S t a t e and t h e 

C i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a t h e y g e t h a l f t h e m o n e y . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Y e s . 

And I j u s t n o t i c e d t h i s o n e a r t i c l e t h a t 

s a i d - -

MR. MUSTIN: T h a t ' s money t h e y a r e n o t 

g e t t i n g t o d a y . 
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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: P a r k i n g t i c k e t s , 

t h e y h a v e - - I t h i n k i t s a i d a 7 6 p e r c e n t 

c o l l e c t i o n r a t e on t h e p a r k i n g t i c k e t s . 

MR. MUSTIN: I mean i f you l o o k a t t h e 

o n e a r t i c l e h e r e , t h e y t a l k e d t o t h e c o m p u t e r 

l i a i s o n a t t h e T r a f f i c V i o l a t i o n s B u r e a u i n C h i c a g o 

a n d h e s a y s t h a t a t w o - y e a r s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s , 

and h e ' s q u o t e d , wow, I t h i n k I ' l l move t o 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

I mean h e s e e m s t o f e e l t h a t t h a t i s 

l u d i c r o u s , two y e a r s . 

What Mr. H e a t o n s a i d a b o u t t h e f a c t t h a t 

a t l e a s t i t s h o u l d b e l i m i t e d t o t h e i s s u i n g 

a u t h o r i t y , s u r e l y i t s h o u l d n ' t a p p l y t o a p p e a l s . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: You f e e l t h a t t h i s 

i s g o i n g t o be one o f t h e t o o l s t h a t w o u l d b e t t e r 

e q u i p you a t l e a s t t o t r y and go a f t e r i t , b u t I 

t h i n k C o u n s e l A n d r i n g ' s p o i n t i s e v e n w i t h t h e 

a d d i t i o n a l t i m e , how do we g e t , o r who do we g e t t o 

go o u t a n d r e a l l y make t h e c o l l e c t i o n s and do t h e 

e n f o r c e m e n t ? 

And w h a t i n d u c e m e n t do we add t o i t ? I 

mean i f we c a n p a t c h t h i s a r e a of t h e l aw t h a t you 

a r e a d d r e s s i n g h e r e t o d a y , we a l s o h a v e t o t a k e a 

l o o k a t how do we p a t c h t h e o t h e r p a r t t h a t B i l l 
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b r o u g h t u p . 

MR. HEATON: You c a n ' t do one w i t h o u t t h e 

o t h e r . 

I mean w i t h a t w o - y e a r s t a t u t e , you a r e 

w a s t i n g y o u r t i m e e m p o w e r i n g p e o p l e and g i v i n g t h e m 

a c u t of t h e t a k e and a l l o f t h e r e s t b e c a u s e t h e y 

a r e n o t g o i n g t o g e t t h e r e i n two y e a r s . 

T h e s e p e o p l e h a v e an i n c e n t i v e t o a v o i d 

t h e m . 

F o u r y e a r s I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s t h a t e a s y . 

I f t h e y a r e h e r e i n t h e S t a t e , y o u c o u l d g e t t hem 

i n f o u r y e a r s . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: We a r e t a l k i n g 

a b o u t g r a d e d o f f e n s e s ? 

MR. HEATON: And I a l s o t h i n k t h a t i f 

t h e y d i d n ' t h a v e a d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e i n t h e i r 

p o c k e t , w h e t h e r i t b e s u s p e n d e d o r n o t s u s p e n d e d , 

t h e y w o u l d b e more l i k e l y t o come f o r w a r d and p a y 

b e c a u s e t h e y ' d p a y t h e f i n e i n o r d e r t o g e t t h e i r 

d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e b a c k . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Do you h a v e any 

s u g g e s t i o n s on how t o i m p r o v e t h i s s y s t e m of 

c o l l e c t i o n ? 

MR. HEATON: I h a v e n ' t t h o u g h t a b o u t i t , 

b u t I ' m t h i n k i n g t h a t p e r h a p s t h e C o n s t a b l e s - -
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P h i l a d e l p h i a T r a f f i c C o u r t p r o b a b l y n e e d s some 

i n c e n t i v e t o h i r e C o n s t a b l e s , number o n e , and t h e n 

t h e C o n s t a b l e s n e e d some i n c e n t i v e i n o r d e r t o go 

o u t a n d c o l l e c t t h e money . 

Now I ' m n o t s u r e w h a t a m o u n t o f money 

t h a t i s owed i s good v e r s u s w h a t i s b a d , b u t 

a s s u m i n g t h e r e i s a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f i t t h e r e t h a t 

i s g o o d , p e r h a p s t h e C o n s t a b l e n e e d s t o g e t a f e e 

b a s e d on t o t a l c o l l e c t i o n s , n o t j u s t on a n 

i n d i v i d u a l t i c k e t b e c a u s e i f i t ' s b a s e d on a n 

i n d i v i d u a l t i c k e t , t h e n a l l h i s e f f o r t i f he 

d o e s n ' t s u c c e e d , i s down t h e t u b e s . 

You k n o w , y o u n e e d t o make an i n c e n t i v e 

w h i c h i s m o r e i n t u n e w i t h how d i f f i c u l t i t i s t o 

c o l l e c t . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Maybe w h a t we 

r e a l l y n e e d t o do i s s i t down and t a l k w i t h some of 

t h e p e o p l e o f P h i l a d e l p h i a T r a f f i c C o u r t . 

We h a d t a k e n a t o u r down t h e r e a y e a r o r 

two a g o . We w e r e v e r y i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e i r 

o p e r a t i o n , w i t h t h e i r c o m p u t e r i z a t i o n , b r a n d new 

b u i l d i n g and t h e way i t l o o k e d l i k e i t was s u p p o s e d 

t o f u n c t i o n . 

They w e r e a l i t t l e s h o r t o f s t a f f . T h a t 

was o n e of t h e p r o b l e m s a t t h a t t i m e . I d o n ' t know 
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if anybody here was with us on the tour. It was a 

very impressive tour and we looked very closely 

with the Traffic Court Judges down there and we had 

a pretty decent relationship with the folks down 

there. 

Maybe what we need t o do i s communica te 

w i t h them t o s e e e x a c t l y what t h o u g h t s t h e y have of 

i m p r o v i n g t h a t sys t em of c o l l e c t i o n s . 

MS. DALTON: Mr. Cha i rman , i t might be a 

good i d e a t o t r y t o g e t them on t h e w i t n e s s l i s t . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: T h a t ' s an 

e x c e l l e n t i d e a . 

If you would - - I ' m s u r e t h a t t h e y would 

c o o p e r a t e w i t h u s . They have g i v e n us v e r y good 

c o o p e r a t i o n in t h e p a s t on i s s u e s t h a t we have 

d e a l t w i t h , so we can c e r t a i n l y a d d r e s s t h a t i s s u e . 

Are t h e r e o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , comments? 

(No r e s p o n s e . ) 

G e n t l e m e n , t h a n k you v e r y , v e r y much. I 

t h o u g h t t h i s was a v e r y good e x e r c i s e i n g e t t i n g 

t h e a i r c l e a r e d on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e and w e ' l l 

t a k e t h e s e t h o u g h t s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

MR. HEATON: Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Counse l i s g o i n g 

to t a l k t o t h e p r ime s p o n s o r of t h e B i l l . 
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* I 

I imagine you worked with Matt initially 

in addressing this issue? 

MR. MUSTIN: We did not. 

T h i s I u n d e r s t a n d i s h i s own i n i t i a t i v e . 

I u n d e r s t a n d he may have t a l k e d t o somebody i n t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t , bu t I ' m no t c l e a r a t t h i s p o i n t who he 

t a l k e d t o ? 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: A l l r i g h t . 

What we would l i k e t o be a b l e t o do i s 

t a l k w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W r i g h t and s e e i f he would 

a g r e e w i t h your s u g g e s t i o n on t h e Amendment and a t 

t h e same t i m e a l s o t r y t o work o u t s o m e t h i n g to 

d e a l w i t h t h e c o l l e c t i o n i s s u e . 

MR. HEATON: T h a t ' s a good i d e a . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you f o r your 

t i m e . 

(The h e a r i n g c o n c l u d e d a t 1 0 : 5 0 a . m . ) 

I h e r e b y c e r t i f y t h a t t h e p r o c e e d i n g s and 

e v i d e n c e t a k e n by me in t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d m a t t e r 

a r e f u l l y and a c c u r a t e l y i n d i c a t e d i n my n o t e s and 

t h a t t h i s i s a t r u e and c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t of same. 

J^JJJ^M^J^. 
Nswicy / J . /lGr/e ga , / RFR7 s 1 g 
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