- League of Gay and Lesbian Voters * Thied Floor * 5100 Penn Avenuc * Vittsburgh, Pa 15224
(412) 6616670

Testimony on HB 903 and HB 204
By the League of Gay and Lesbion Voters

Presented by Christopher Yau Choy Young, Chair, LGLY
and Steve Plack, Vice-Chair, LGLV

1 would like to begin fist by discussing hate crlies ugaiyst lesbian, gay and bisexual penple themselves,

and then discuss why | believe HB 903 and 115 904 should be passed to help deal with the siruation.

Althongh many people belicve hate crimes against leshian and gay people vecur only in a big city Jike
Philadelphia (which cerrainly has its share), such crimes also occut in all odwer pares of the state. For instance,
in the last few yeats, hatc related wurders have oceurred in Pittsburgh, Erle, Johustawn, Smithuon
(Westmareland County), Smethton {Bradford County), Uniontown (Fayette Couny), and Johnstown, just to
neroe a fow in addition o Philadelphia. This is, ol course, in addition to the more commor assaults and rapes
that oceur in throughout the Commonwealth. In State College alone this year, 17 incidents o hate-related
assault against leshian and gay DPennsylvanions have been repotted. Since such crires are generally reported at
sionificantly lower rates than actual incidents, especially in the case of leshian and gay pzople, we believe

additional incidents besides these have occurred there this year as well.

Not only is this a problem in every arca of Pennsylvania, but it is also a pervasive, frequently encoun-
rered one. Such assaults have become an almost expected part of lifc for leshian and gay people. More often
than not, the question when visiting @ town oran estahlishment is not “do hashings occut here!” as much as
") ow often do bashings occur here?” Jt is not uncomimon for leshian and gay establishments to hire off-duty

- o . o L of ong c - much as to make sure I
police or private securly NOL SO MUCH to Jook sfter patrons’ cars as much as o Make sutk they get to their caes

safely. Clearly, this should never be the case for any segment of our papulation.
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Same-sex couples also often face problervs of atracks at their homes onee they become known 45 a
leshian or gy couple. They are frequently harassed, their hotnes vandalized and so forth. Sowetimes, they are

even forced frorn their homes.

What differentiates hate ctimes from random or personally-directed ctimes is that such crimes are, in
ssence, @ fotm of tetrorism against that group o peaple. Each assault or rauxder is not only an attack on a
gpecific person, but a threat agalnst other leshian and gay people of further violence, For instance, kenife atracks
outside a popular gay establishment in Pitshurgh few years ago lead to a significant decling in parronage
because people feared for their safety. One of the iest things | was told when 1 visited a Williamsport establish-
ment was to be carefu) hecause of a number of lesbian and gay hashing incidents had recently taken place near
that sstablishment, which narurally left some people hesitant to visit ir. Similar mention has been made when
visising Harrishurz, wheve rounds of such attacks seem mostly to flaze up off and on. In other words, hate
crimes are atcacks not only on an individual, but on an entire class of people. 1z affeces their ahility to frecly
sssociare with one another, their sense of security, and in fact thefr actual physical security. in other words,

chat class of peaple is actually victimized as well in such un attack.
T ¥

Another difference is thar, in sach cases, the specific vierims of hate ctimes often suffer greater psycho-
logical trauma {rom such attacks, particularly leshian and pay victims. They ate often blamed for these crimes,
vathicr than the criminals, They are ore likely to suffer posttraumatic depression. Their sense of self-worth
temls Lo pluminet, and they stare bulieving thar they, hecause they ars 2 member of a specific class, deserved to
fe assaulied. The erimes snd the victim's sexual orientation are sometimes reported in the local press, resulting
in the victim being “outed” and, as u consaquencey, lsing cheir job, This causes a furcher ducrease in self-
csteem. Victims of bate crines, g:spaciully leshian and gay related hate crimes, often have greater difficulty

recovering froim tsse crimea.

Addtcionally, late-reloted attacks ure often more hmral than average erimes. For instance, in one case
in 1993, a man was stripped, tortured when a heer can was foreed into his tectum, and then beaten 1 desth.
Another ran, who was beaten and kicked to deach in 1994, suffered injuries such as caved in check and tose

hones and a crack ar the base of th: skeall, nflicred without the use of a weapon, Another man at the end of
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1994 was shov multiple times, stripped, stuffed fnva unk of a ca, and the cur was then st on fite, The list goes
o Overkill is the norm in these types of crimes.

Despire these facts, in the courtroom and in society, the qexual orientation of lesbian and gay peaple is
more often rreated as a legitimizing excusc tar cammitting crimes rather then the other way around, Vielent
offenders are merely slapped on the hand for thelr crimes, and the victlm and fanily members, or the victim’s
surviving family members, are left to see what little regard there i in our justice systous when it cornes te the
brutalization and murder of leshian and gay people. For cxample, in the murdet of Day il Pictgalski, 2 man

heaten to death becaase of his sexual oriencarion, one perpetrator was in prison fot only 18 wonths; the other
i

was sentenced 1o six years.

Thyis can noJonger be tolerated. 1o must change. Regardless of how you may fecl about lesbian wid gey
people per s¢, issucs of criminal justice and violent crivoe against any group of people must e addressed in the
context of a class of people frequently vargeted by vinlent criminal offenders. This must transcend other Lasues.
We, your constituents, look to you as metmbers of the General Assembly of Pennsyivania to provide wels to

help decrease these crimes.

Because jurizs, and sometimes judges s well, tend to senrences hate-relared crimes more lentently than
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crimes overall, pecause thest crimes are of an acditionalty gpreglous nature than non-nate rerted crimes, and
hecause there is such as averwhelming prevalence of such crimes in Pennsylvania, a number of District Attor-
neys support this bill, such as Robert Colville of Allegheny County, Allan Rubenstein of Bucks County, and
Lynn Ahrams of Philadeiphia County. Some judges, such as Judge Dauer of Allegheny County, have indicated
hat, hud sexual orienwition been inchled in Pennsylvania’s current hate crimes statutes, they would have

tound it applicable ia a case over which they presided.

Do these bills send a message? Yes. The message b the stare recognizes that crimes committed becaust:
of a persort’s sexual orientation are a serious problem in Pennsylvania and that they will not be toterared within
the Commnonwealth’s borders. 1t says that Pennsylvania Is willing to support its district attorneys, its proseci-
(e, as they attempr to curh these crimes. It says that Pennsylvania wilt stand up for the victms of crimes,

including those wha happen to he leshian and gay Pennsylvanians and their families.



Sending such & message does not constitute an endorserent of anything beyond a policy of fiemly ond
decisively addressing crime where crime is a proklem. Tt cannot anid should not be construed, as 3uLLe were
concerned, as an endorsement for any “lifestyle” or sexual orientation, ot position, pro ot con, alt amy set of
poral codes pertaining to sexual orientation. [n thes bills we have no interest other than addsess a najut and

{egirimate concern of oir comtuurity. The Issue here (5 crime; othet issucs ate issues for another day.

1B 903 and HB 604 provide vital tools for prosecutors and state police to help cutb some of the vio-
fence we face tnerely becaust of qur sexuat orientation. Our justice system needs to send the message that such
crires are ot pertaissible in our society, whatever one might think of the group heing targeted. And this
e lcles leshian and gay people. It needs to do g0 by punishing these crimes according the heinous nature af
dhesc criges, and the total nuwber of people the criminals committing these crimes are harming, This is what

chase bills da.



