Pennsylvama ‘

Psychtatnc Soc:ety

: The Pennsyfvama :

‘ D:smcl: ‘Brarich ‘of u'le

s Presndent
", William R. Dubin, mMD

Prcsrdent—ﬂect

. GeneL’ Caljy, MD

.7, PastPresident
. Thomas L. Horn, MD
- Vtce‘Pre,_sident
> . Sheila Judge, MD

Treasurer

) Lee C Mmer, MD

St ‘ Secretary
jen.-my S. Musher, MD

: o Executive Dttector
" GwenYackee Lehman

v .. 777 EdstPark Drive
: * - PO.Box 8820

‘Hcrris-br._rtg, PA
e 17105-8820

" MEMORANDUM

. Date Nov:.11; 1996

- To: Members of the ]ud1c1aty Comrmttee, House of Representatlves
-_From Abram M Hostetter MD, for the Pennsylvama Psychlatrlc Soc1ety

“'.".,Re HB 2669 scheduled for heanng on Dec 12 and Commlttee actlon Dec 13“' '

. Amencan PsychmtrrAssoaauon‘ Lo

I am wntmg as chan‘ of the Pennsylvama Psychlatnc Soc1ety s

. Govemment Rélations Committee in regard to House Bill 2669, which would -
. -impose liability for. damages for causmg another person to suffer "severe
. emotional distress." Our governing Council has not had an opportumty to: -
. review the bill, and s0 we have no official, organizational position to report.
- Nevertheless, our Government Relations Committee has dlscussed it and has
: ‘asked rne to offer our thoughts for your con51deratlon

We have two observatlons Wthh we would hke to-offer. One arises -
;dlrectly from our training and experience in dealing on a daily, professmnal
basis with. people s emotional lives, and the interaction between their emonons
and physical health. "Ernohonal distress" is too vague, indefinable,

unmeasurable, and sub]ectlvely expenenced by the individual to serve as a - .
' -realistic or fair solution to the specific problem which prompted introduction of - -
' this bill. Exacerbating 4 the problem would be the dlfﬁculty of proving causation. .©

‘In many-cases, emotional distress, while very real, is actually the result of
numerous stressful factors, some of which may be internally rather than

. -externally caused HB 2669 does not take these reahtles mto consxderatlon

Second we note that the 51tuat10n Whlch prompted thls b111 was caused

- by someone acting within her legal rights regardmg the matters relatmg to her
¢ husband's death. Althiough we are not legal experts, we would respectfully
" suggest that it might be more useful and. log1ca1 to change the domestic relations
.. laws, making spec1ﬁc provisions- for cases.in which one member ofa separated
5 couple dies.prior to the completion of a divorce process. This coursé offers the '
- advantage of attacking the cause of the problem dlrectly, rather than the -

emotlons and attitudes of the people mvolved

) » As always, we apprecxate the opportumty to comment and hope you “
will find our remarks and suggestlons useful as you dec1de on your response to

'_‘ HB 2669..
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