Good Morning, my name is Rhondal Lancaster, and I
residé in Philadelphia County.

My peril began on September 21, 1993, when my cat,
Kato disappeared. He went outside and never returned.
On Sept. 22, 1993, he still had not return. This was
unusual for my cat. He always returned on command all
the years I had him. In the days that followed, I frantically
searched the neighborhood looking for Kato, leaving fliers
" in doors all over the community. Finally someone called
me and suggested I check with the local Women’s
Humane Sdciety and the SPCA. I got a call from the
Women’s Humane Society, stating that they found a cat

in my area and that it was dead. I immediately rushed



rushed over to see this cat, not believing it would be Kato.
When I got there the investigator asked me whether [
wanted to see pictures or see the body. I requested the
picture. What I saw was a méngled piece of black & white
fur with markings that only I could identify as his
permanent markings. The investigator told me they found
him in what is known as a “sparring ground “where Pit
Bulls are given bait such as a small cat or dog to kill, then
made to fight another Pit Bull. In the photo was an area
that was dug out in a circle to mark the boundaries of the
fighting area. After seeing the photo of my beloved pet,

I vowed to found out who did this and to get revenge. And
[ mean revenge. I had Kato for 7 years prior to this, so he

was already an old cat, approximately 16 years.



On Sept. 28, 1993, I alerted neighbors about what had
happened to me. [ went to one neighbor in directly

because he had two (2) Pit Bulls and I wanted to see what
he had to say, or if he knew anything. This is when

[ found out how vicious this dogfighting was and who was
behind this. My neighbor Barry Burton (depicted in article
of Apr. 14, 1994), who owned two (2) Pit Bulls told me
that this dogfighting had been going on for a while in the
park across the street from us and that some guy named Al
who lives in the area was having these dogfights. Barry
also told me about how his spouse had been threatened
over in the park one day when she witnessed a fight . Al
told her she better not tell the cops or he would come after
her. Not only that, she found a Pit Bull that was blood and

maimed from a fight in the park tied to a tree and left to



die. She and Barry took the dog in, and nursed it back

to health. Later that evening, there was some activity over
in the park. Neighbors were running out of the park
screaming “ there’s a dogfight going on in the park!”
Several people called 911 and the police came out almost
immediately. When several of us went in the park an
ungodly, sickening stench permeated the air, and dead

. open eyes of cats glowed a glow of death. I was horrified.

In all the years that I have lived in this neighborho‘od which
is diversified and culturally different and a pet loving
community, I had never seen such brutality and bloodiness.
On Sept. 30th, agents from the Women’s Humane Society,
the SPCA, Barry Burton, and me went to the park to get a

daylight look at this horrible mess. What we saw even



stunned the agents. They said they never saw. such
destruction of animals in any of their careers as agents.
There were shredded pieces of body parts of cats strewn all
over the baseball area of the park. A rope hanged from the
baseball diamond, which confirmed that baiting and
fighting of Pit Bulls was taking place right here.
Immediately after this gruesome discovery, Barry led us to
Al’s house. In the back of his house was a brown boxer
that had bite marks on it (depicted in photo) Al come out of
his house and promptly went back in, pushing the dog in
the house. Luckily one of the agents gotten a photo of the
sick looking boxer. His mother came out and denied Al had
anything to do with the previous night’s dogfight in the
park. Al came back out and denude he was Al Thomas. In

Al’s car was a cage that was reported stolen by the SPCA,
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where he was employed until people & animals to his

home with the S.P.C.A truck at all hours of the day, instead
of taking them to the S.P.C.A. Ironically, people began to
report animals disappearing at an alarming rate all over

Southwest Germantown.

On September 30, we went back to Al Thomas’s garage
it had been all cemented and bricked up, now we could
only hear muffled sounds of dogs barking. At this point

I decided to contact as many politicians and animal rights
groups as possible. I began to log all activity regarding
any calls or sightings of dogfighting, disappearances,
carcasses of animals. I stayed in constant contact with all
local authorities involved. I received so many phone calls

regarding everything from dead and missing animals to



people who saw.Thomas riding around with different Pit
Bulls every day. Ironically, Al was running this dog ring
with a boy down the street from me. I got to see almost
everything firsthand. After all, Thomas had to show

off his latest catch to the guy down the street from me. The
neighbors and I began to take daily walks through the park
and monitor activity making notes of anything suspicious.
On November 10, 1994, my telephone went crazy, Al
Thomas was arrested, after he stole a Bull Mastiff who
was owned by a family that had just moved in a house
across the street from Thomas. The owner found his dog
inT homas’; basement hanging from the ceiling by a chain
the dog had been there for 3 days. While in the baselnenf

the neighbor saw 3 other dogs chained to a pole that were



starving, bloody and dehydrated. This neighbor was
originally led to Barry, because he had Pit Bulls and
through that, the new neighbor was able to find his dog.
He was a lucky one. Most other people never even found

out what happened to their missing animals.

Thomas admitted guilt to his charge of petnapping and was
also bought up on charges concerning the emaciated dogs
in his basement. I felt it was time to go public with this
horrific story. I called every newspaper, TV station, and
radio station to get this story heard. Finally, Dan Rubin of
the Philadelphia Inquirer called me back. I met with him
and showed him all photos taken of dead and mutilated
animals, and all journal entries. He was very intrigued

and decided to do a story on it. The next week Barry and



I were bombarded by the TV news stations and the UPI.

[ gave an interview to the UPI over the phone, Barry gave
an interview to the Philadelphia Daily News. Now,
everyone was talking about this case. I went to Thomas’s
preliminary hearing where he was ordered to be sentenced
at a later date. In the meantime, Thomas was still parading
around the area with dogs and the calls were still coming to

me about sightings and he was still seen in most of them.

Investigator Bengle of the Women’s Humane Society and
the Narcotics Squad of the 14th Police District begah to
watch Thomas’s activity out of his home. They saw every
thing from drug transactions to guys with dogs coming in
and out of the house. By the way, we finally found out

how Thomas was catching animals. He stole a cage and



a restraining pole from the S.P.C.A. upon his dismissal of
employment. This answered the question of how he was
kidnapping animals. [ began to have visions of how my
cat Kato, was tortured and killed. I obtained letters from
every community group and every political office
representing my area, requesting prosecution of the
offender(s) to the fullest extent of the law. The information
of sightings was still coming in. Every time the telephone
rang, I was scared that another animal would be reported
found dead or missing. Al haa now moved to an aunt’s
house because the community {fls% clearly able to identify
him in relationship to this case. As we got closer to the
sentencing date everyone told me there was no way that the
judge was going to convict Thomas because of all the

homicides and other cases tying up the courts. Even the



investigators said it was going to be hard to get him
convicted because we never caught him in the act.
This one time I had to believe in the justice system.
Finally on August 1, 1994 came and it was time to go
to court. Members of the community, the agents and officers
August 1;-1994 was the day of the'sentencing. Members
of the community, police officers and representatives of
watchdog groups for animal rights showed up for support
in the conviction of Thomas. Of course his lawyer tried to
portray him as a child who was bought up in a broken
home. Officers gave testimony of the day Thomas was
arrested. Finally it was my turn to testify. I told my story
in synopsis of what happened and how my beloved cat was
mauled to death. I told the judge that Thomas’s continued

freedom would jeopardize a tight-knit community and it’s



beloved animals. After all, research has shown that most
mass Killers usually start off torturing and killing animals.
After all testimony and a recess, the judge found him guilty
mostly on the basis that he worked for the S.P.C.A., and
violated the codes and ethics of the S.P.C.A. He was
immediately sentenced to prison, community service upon
release and restitution for the euthanization of the dogs
found in his basement during his arrest. I felt that the work
I did was not only for Kato, but all the animals and their
owners who were tortured, most who never had a clue as to
what happened to their pets. I support the hearings on this
most important legislation not only for Pit Bulls, but for
Bull Mastiffs, Rhodesian Ridgebacks and all dogs. I am
happy to say that since Thomas was incarcerated our

problem has diminished greatly, with no problem in our



park. Educating people about the dangers of this barbaric
money making idea, will be the backbone to the strength of

this legislation.

Thank you,

Rhonda Lancaster,
Resident of Philadelphia for
Stronger Dog Laws



THOMAS M. FOGLIETTA
157 OWSTRCT, Fir wsyivania
‘

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

SUBCOMAMITTEE M MILITARY CONSTRUCTION,
RAMNKING MEMBER

CONGRESSIONAL URBAN CAUCUS,
CHAIRMAN

(Tougress of the ¥nited States
House of Representatives
MWasjington, 8.¢.

DISTRICT OFFICE ’
4835 North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19141

Honorable Judge Quinones

Room 224, City Hall

Philadalphiz, P& 19107

Dear Judge Quinones:

PLEASE HESPOND TO

C 321 CANNON BLDG
WasHinGToN, D.C. 20615.2301
202 225.4731

T wiuam J. GREEN BUILO:G
SIXTH AND ARCH STAEETS
ROOM 1002
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVAMIA 19705- 1618
1215} 925-6840

ANTHONY GREEN
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT.-CIUNSEL

My office has had calls regarding the issues of dog fighting and the disappearance

of animals in the area

of the 300 block of Zeralda Street.

As a result of the allegations, I support the community's position in this matter.

Sincerely,

THOMAS M. FOGLIETTAY
Member of Congress

TMF/dml
13/13

NP418
cc: Rhonda Lancaster

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPFR M ADE WITH RECYCLED FIRERS



kT CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
R CITY COUNCIL
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDEMNT

"}. 2

JOHNF STRAEET
PHESIDENT
AQOM 494, CITY HALL
PHILADELPHIA, PENMSYLVANIA 19107
MU 6:3442-43

COUNGILMAN - 5TH DISTAICT

April 7, 1994

Honorable Judge Quinones
Room 224, City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

RE: CP --94-0122411

Dear Judge Quinones:

Darrell Clarke of my office has had several discussions with the Eighth Council
District staff concerning the above captioned case. The severity of the reported
allegations has led me to support the community's position in this matter. I ask you to
consider all parties in reaching your final decision.

With kind regards, I am,

JFS/t
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Alexander Thomas knows first-

hand about the suffering of ani-
" mals. . - ’ . : .
. He worked for a nearly a month
for the Pennsylvania SPCA, driv-
" ing an ambulance that picked-up
, sick.and injured stray -animals,
* and he went out with agents-on

cruelty complaints, = * i 2

“He knew: the sufferidgs:and
. the needs of the animals-more
than a-lay person,” sald Charles

Spencer, manager of the SPCA,

But thls knowledge didn't-stop

. Thomas from adding to that suf-
fering. oo et

Yesterday, he pleadéd gullty to

charges [n conncctlon with {ight.

ing stolén dogs for “$port in, o

Germantown park, " o7, R

When Thomas, 20, was arrested
last November, police and SPCA
agents were shocked by what
they found in his garage at Zer-
alda Street near Pulaski Avenue,

Germantown. L e

They found two emaciated and

dehydrated pit bulis tied by

[

- et

driver ran

lg;_: ing racket

chains too short to permit them to
exercise. Their bodies bore infec-
ted wounds from [ights. They had
no water.

An expensive dog, that had
been recently stolen from a
neighbor, was In relatively good
shape, but another dog died im-
mediately and the other had to be
destroyed two wecks later.

“This is bad.” Spencer said at
the time. "This is barbaric, is
what it gets to be."”

Dog [ighting is going on in
“quite a few places In the city”
and is difficult to control unless
authorities get a tip, Spencer szld
fast night, “Usually, It's after the
fact,” he said,

Thomas said in a statement to
Detective Gary McDonald that he
and his (riends don't bet on the
dog (ights they run with stolen
snimals [n Fernhill Pork, under
the Rooscvell Expressway.

“If you don't bet on the dogs,
why do you and your [riends do
it>" McDonald asked.

“To know what dogs to breed,”
repliecd Thomas, who pleaded
guilty 1o charges of cruelty to
animals and receiving stolen prop-

-

~erty before Comman Pleas Judge

Nitza I, Quinones Alejandro.

Seatence was delerred. He faces

.a possible Jail term of three-and-a-

half (o seven years and a $15,000
fine. .

When McDonald asked Thomas
if he knew anything about a rash
of dog thefts in the Germantown

arca, he said, "We all got our dogs
the same way. Mine was stolen. |
guess theirs were also.” |

Assistant District Attorney Car-
men Lincberger said Thomas was

arrested after Damon Wllllams, a
nelghbor, found bis expensive
Pressa Canario dog chalned In the
cellar of Thomas' home near two
battered pit bulls. His dog was
I unharmed. -
Wililams said his dog was stolen
from his yard. tic sald somecone
told bim to ask Thomas about It
[ wanted him for breeding, not

anlmal for $25.

e

-fealgiatientlon for an¥e ol the

1 wounded dogs after”the. fights. -

“Ltake.care of them mygel(,” he

| saldm ¥ - i

(ighting.” Thomas sald to the de-
tective. He clalmed he bought the *

- T An {
-; THomas sald he doesn't get med-

—
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