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July 31, 1996

STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE GAYNOR CAWLEY TCO THE SPECIAL
COMMITTEE TO STUDY GUARDIANSHIP LAWS OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE.

I would like to thank Chairman Wogan and members of the Special
Committee to study guardianship laws for affording me the
opportunity to offer opening remarks at this hearing pursuant
to House Resolution 377 of which I was the prime sponsor.

As you are aware, the Joint State Government Commission
presented a report to the General Assembly this past May. The
report recommended changes to the Guardianship laws of the
Commonwealth.

on June 17, 1996 Representative Don Snyder introduced House
Bill 2713 of which 16 members, including myself, co-sponsored.
Representative Snyder's Bill amends the Title 20 statutes
regarding guardianship and power-of-attorney laws.

On May 2, 1996 I was contacted by Judge Frank Eagen and later
by Attorney John McGee of Lackawanna County asking that I take
the necessary steps to amend the existing laws regarding
guardianships and power-of-attorney laws.

I then, along with Representative Thomas Tigue introduced House
Resolution 377 on May 14, 1996. As you know, the Resolution
directed the House Judiciary Committee to conduct hearings and
propose legislation strengthening guardianship laws relating to
incapacitated persons.

At that time, I was unaware that the subcommittee of the Joint
State Government Commission was just completing their report.
Both Representatives Tom Gannon and Don Snyder advised me of
this fact.

On July 11, of this year, I sent Representative Wogan a letter
asking that he and the other members of the special committee

to study Guardianship laws, review Judge Eagen's and Attorney

McGee's proposed changes.

Today you will hear from Both Judge Eagen and Attorney McGee.
I am very grateful for their willingness to come to Harrisburg
to testify and I would also like to sincerely thank the
committee for allowing them to offer their expertise on this
most important matter.

I know that the District Attorney of Lackawanna County, Michael
Barrasse also supports tightening the laws governing
powers-of-attorney and guardianships and I will contact him
today and ask that he forward his recommendations to this
committee as soon as possible.

In closing, I again thank the committee for their interest in
this matter, and I would recommend that the committee contact
Attorney General Corbett and Auditor General Hafer for their
input, if you have not done so. As a footnote, I want to
remind you that I have attached a Scranton Times article dated
May 28, 1996 regarding powers-of-attorney for your review.
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