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Good afternoon. Thank you for the privilege of addressing this comnmittee
on this most important issue. I am Lynne Gold-Bikin, former Chair of the
American Bar Association Family Law Section, the largest group of Divorce
Lawyers in the world. As 2 member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Family
Law Section, I speak to you here today on behslf of that Section to oppose the
removal of the current no-fault divorce grounds for divorce.

In my 20 years of practice as a divorce lawyer, I have practiced under
both the existing Divorce Code and the prior Act in which there were né grounds
permitting a no-fault divorce. Let me take you back to life before July 1, 1980.
Unhappy coupies, couples with an abusive partner, marriages in which one partner
had a girlfriend or boyfriend on the side, they had all separated and were living
in separate households. Spouses were leaving Pennsylvenia for a friendly
environment  to gét an out-of-state divorce decree. Chivaua, Mexico: the
Dominican Republic; Reno, Nevada: Are these names familiar to you? They are
to me - that’s where people fled, established their domicile, and got their divorce,

even over the objections of the Pennsylvania hushand or wife.
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Abandoned wives and children were left with no property, no support, and
in limbo. Children had liwle or no relationships with the absent parent. The fact
that there were no grounds permitting a no-fault divorce did not keep thess couples
together, nor were their children protected.

Who ars we kidding? Unhappy peopie do not stay together, regardless
of the law. There is no "scarlet letter” in the 1990's. If a partmer falls in love
with someone else, they leave the marriage and move across 1own to move in with
their lover. There is no socistal disgrace, If & woman is abused, she gets a
Protection from Abuse Act Order and puts the abuser owt of the home, If one
partner is gay, they may relocatwe or, worse yet, bring their partner home. If one
partner is & philanderer with a "zipper problem" should the other party mainfain
this empty marriage and risk herpes or AIDS? IT one parter is emotionally
abusing the other, is this something he or she should have to live with? Or worse,
should the children be exposed to this? What are we talking about here? By

forcing couples to litigate their grounds for divorce, this will not save marriages.

People did not work harder to save their marriages before the Divorce Code of
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1980 and they will not work harder to save bad marriages if these Sections are
deleted from the Code.

Let me explain the potential results of this well-meaning but misguided
adventure. Tsking no-fault divorce out of the Code or even making it more
difficult to get, will result in forcing couples to litigate their grounds, a process
that not only could take days in Court, but in some cases, weeks. The cost of
litigation, of course, falls on clients, But what does it do to the judicial system?
If Masters are to hear these matters, how much will we have to pay them if we
decide 1o allow them to hear the litigation? Ultimately, the cases will reach the
Judges; how many more Judges is this legislature willing to appoint and pay to
handle the overload of judicial time?

You might wonder why the divorce lawyers are so opposed to this
legislation. This will potentially make us rich, Each case will now tzke on
additional wéeks of trial which only benefiis the lawyers and cértaixﬂy does not

benefit the families.
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And, keep in mind, this litigation requires that a record be made; do we
want the children to ultimately have access to this iestimony? Do we want the
children to hear the negative things that each parent says about the other? Does
anyone really belicve that one or the other of the parents will not tell the children
their side of the story to try to get them aligned on their side and get their ioyalty?
These are the very same children we are ostensibly trying to protect.

Additionally, since there is no equitable distribution without the grounds
first being establiched for divorce, this will leave the pariner without the property
in limbo. The partner with the property can leave, taking the property. and there
is no judicial intervention possible to protect the spouse who bpposed the divorce
but cannot now get & distribution of this very same property. If we force people
to flee the state to find happiness or, at least in their minds, peace, we have done
more damage to tﬁis so-called "dysfunctional family” than allowing the one who
wishes to leave to get that divorce.

If the concern is with the impact of divorce on children, let me share a few

things with you: Divorce does not end a family - it reorganizes it - to mother and

children; and father and children. Divorce is not what harms the children - it’s the
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parents who harm the chiidren; by putiing them in the middle of the process,
parents will tell their lawyers that of cowse they share the letters from their
lawyers with the children since it involves the children. Parents use the children
as message carriers {"You teil your father that if I don’t get my check this week,
he can’t see vou next weekend") or as spics (was your mother’s boyfriend over
there this weekend?) or worse, parents attempt to turn the children against the
other parent, How does forcing parents, who air their dirty linen in public, ever
benefit the children?

So what should we be doing? We all agree that divorce is not good for
children, parents, society or the legislative budget. But, I respectfilly suggest that
the answer is pot looking at ihe end of the unhappy marriage but the beginning,
or even before the beginning, of the marriage. So let me share with you some
solutions that may contribute to the answer that I beiieve we all ssek and -that may
permii legislative intervention:

1. The Maryland Legislature has been discussing a longer waiting period

to receive a marriage license, perhaps a 60 day wait, unless there is

proot of a good pre-marital counseliing program. And, why not? We

wh
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reguire training and education before we allow people to drive; should
we demand less to allow them to marry?

2. The American Bar Association has been concerned with the large
percentage of marriages that end i divorce and has also sought a
solution. We believe that the proper focus must be before people make
their lifetime choices, not after, and have developed such a course to
be taught to hugh school jumors and seniors. This course is called
PARTNERS.

3. I am attaching a copy of the overview and the first lesson to my
written testimony along with a brochure so thst this committee can see
what is possible. This course is a joint effort between lawyers across
the country and the teachers in high schools. It is purchased by the
lawyers who give four hours of their time to help teach students about
tamily law. The course itself teaches students about proper ways to
communicate to enhance relationships rather than to destroy them.
Teaching them about family law as well as budgeting, caring for

children, and factors that they should consider before choosing their
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partner adds to their knowledge about marriage before they pick a

mate.

PARTNERS is now in high schools across the country; including
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Florida and California, just to name a few. Broward
County, Florida has adopted the Program for every high school in that county.
The Tennessee Bar Association, as well as the Pemnsylvania Bar Association, has
approved the Program for its members. Fort Worth, Texas now has five high
schools teaching the course. This course has been successfully taught to hundreds
of students in 25 states for the last three years. Many students believe it is the
best thing they learned that year. We believe that the skills that we are teaching
these students will help them form better marriages and, therefore, ultimately cut
down on the divorce rate. This seems a more positive solution than forcing
unhappy people to stay together.

These are some of the positive actions that we consider the appropriate
ways to solve the divorce problem. We do not approve of eliminating no-fault

divorce from the Statute.
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For those who sav that divorce is "easy”, we suggest that you sit in our
offices and watch how painful and difficult the process is. People spend a large
percentage of what they have accumulated during their lives together to battle over
equitable distribution, alimony, alimony pendente lite, child and spousal support,
and custody. The divorce process can take vears to complete in court bui a
lifetime to emotionally withstand., Let’s not add to the pain and trauma of this
personal decision by forcing a spouse whoe wants 2 divorce from what may appear
to be a legally-faultless spouse, to stay in an abusive, loveless situation or, leave
Pennsylvania and family. The choices are difficult enough; but to require people
to pay thousands of dollars in the cowrt system to end a loveless marriage does not
seem the appropriate way to go. It certainly does not help the children.

Please, don’t send us back 1o the 1970°s - before the state enabled
people to diverce with dignity. This potential legistation is not a solution - it
recreates the problem.

Thank you for the opportunity to share these thoughts.
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by divorce and the prohlems reiated tc the separation of their

- parante. These statistics were the highest in any zndustrlallzed
ccuntry in the world.

The American Bax'hwscczathn, Family Law Sectlon
{ABA{PLs)nas'areated this program in the hape that it will

improve the qua;;*“ of family life and reduce the number of
famililes that disintegrate. The Family Law Section consists of
-family lawyers from around the natzon. Through PARTNERS, The

r&mlly Law Section nrl.gs itz vest reservolr of experience in
‘working with femilies in reo;uanlzatio1 in an attempt to stem the

2. tide of divorces, . -

This particular ?*cgram was created using caucasian
P&rthlPaPtS. Future prograns will reflect African American and
Eispanic famllies. Theve 1s no attempt to imply that all
familles communicate in this fashion and it is hoped that the
students, in thelr exercises, will utilize their own vocabulary
or jargon in practicing these communication skills.

g The RBL/FLS baS'erlls*ed the help of the PAIRS ,

) T'FOUNDATION and their concepts.” "The PAIRS FOUNDATION is an . -
7 crganization developed to feach couples better ways of positive

fer communication. In study alter study, their communication

| ot techniques have been shown to improve relationships. We thank

. them for sharing their materials. EHowever, the ABA/FLS is solely
respensible for this curriculum.

gL
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. discussion topics... .

. information you need to
= PARTNERS. . - meie B

-~ .. We hope tha¥ yeu and your studeatsr participatien in

- PARINERS will help improve the Progran. We welcome vou as .

PARINERS in our efferts, and welcome vour feedback and eritiguas.

- - Qrganization of this Manual _,

e e The purBeseé Of this Mamfal is to ‘provide you with the
‘help your siudents participate in

- This Manual is organized as follows: ' =

(1) cdefinition of overall cturrienlum okjectives for
---%ﬁ-: PARTNERS: - auil C . TTIezt - - T
(2} _an overview of +the cCurriculum’s organization and

" (3)"l.an. overallssummary of the PARTNERS -Criciculim including - -

a description-of tha general structure-of ‘each PARTNERS
video segment and classroom activities that follow;

(4) an overview of praparation you should undertake ‘before

. teaching the DARTNERS Curriculum;

(5) an overview of tacks and assignments for your students;

(6) & Unit by Unit breakdown of the DARTNERS Curriculunm,
including transcripts of portions of the videotape for
the partienlar Unit and detailed curriculum objectives
and assigmments for each Unit; and

(8) suggestions for further reading.

An additicnal section of additional discussion topics,
if appropriate in yowr echool districk, is radded 2t the end or
this Manual for additional discussion. We base this list . on
experiences with tha pilet program phases of PARTNERS.. The .
ABA/FLS recognizes that some of these topics may be inappropriate ._
for soma school digtricts and strongly suggests that each teacher
consult their school pelicies or principals before leading
discussions on these topics. A balanced presentation covering all
sides of thase topics is essential. The listing of these
additicnal topics should in no way imply that the ABA/FLS takes
any position on the topics listed; - they are sugyested as areas
of discussion that may be of interest to varions students. Future
editions of this Manual will contain more material on these -

,!:i_n fpae e riaulm obj&ctivvé.é ;m-. TN

In general, the Curriculum Objectives Of..PP.R'._T.'NERS' are:

2. to provide students with practical information to help
them make informed choices about their Iife partner and
the obligations such choices create: .
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8. Lo expese students to *ha lagal systen for dissolviag
- marriages and those identifiable problems that . often
lead To divorce/marital dissolutisn and the impact of
marital dissolution cn the participents and their
children; . 4 . .
- €.7. to teach students the importance of positive -
.communications styles in a relationship and the -
. destructive impact of negative communication styles, as
. ;well as the ways that negative styles can lead to the
- dizselution of relationships and marriages..

Crganizaticn of PARTNERS
" .. :PARTNERS i3 e ten week curriculum. The PARTNERS -
videotape contains £ive Units. Each tnit is planned for two .
classroom hours of £ifty winutes each. Fach Unlt bullds ‘on the
procesding .ones., ‘ T

Bach Unit censists of one in-~class video tape,
approximately twenty winutes in duration, with discussions of one
aspect of family law and a lesson in one communication skill. The
PARTNERS Unit also includes additional in-elass activities on the
same day on which the video 1s shawn for the remainder of +the
class hour. Each videotape segment ends with a hemework
assignment for the following week when a videotape is not shoun,

.- The curriculum is designed so that each videotape will
be follcwed, in the following class, by a discussion hour- The
secand part of” each unit is a class discussion. and activity hour
vn the week following the videotape showing. This second class
completes the unit. These sessions are based con the homework
assignment .on the videotape. . They also include a role for a -
volunteer lawyer from your local community to help the students
understand the family law concepts which were discussed on the
pravious week’s videctape.

A&diticnaliy, there are suggested discussion topics
which tie in to each subject and may be used, if appropriate for
your school and your community.

The ABA/FLS or your State Bar Association will help you
make arrangements for this attorney-consultant for your 'class,
e plan ta have this attorney contact you to make arrangements to
appear in your classroom on both the weeks of the video sessions
as well as the week between the video sessions, if you desire, to
act as a legal resource to your students and aid them in the

legal espects of their homework assignments.
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- St=uckure of each PARTNERS Videotapa Segment
Each video Tape segment of the DABTNERS pragram
inciudes: .

(1} 2 general introduction and orientation to the Progranm
and the particular tnit; =~ .  — o .

c{2) a description by a matrimenial lawyer ef the basic legal
concepts to be discussed in each Unity

(3} an example of ragative communicarien between JTim and
Liz, 2 youny couple with a baky who have been married for twe
Years. The negative communication is about an issue in Jim and
Liz’s married life. Tha nezative cormunication results in. either
Jim or Liz consulting a diveorce lawyer who poses an important
question for the client £o think about relating to the lagal
topic of the Unit: .

{4) an analysis by & communisations expert of the problems
in Jim and Liz’s commurication and discussion of techniques of
how to make tha communication better suited to preserving their
relatisnship;

(5) a damongtration by Jim and 1iz of how To incorporate the
communications skill into the topic agout whicn their
communication brokae dewn in the first segment;

(6) a summary of the Unit and the assignment for the next
waek.
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Lagal condept: the marriage contract and graunds tor
divorce/disselution.
 Communisations cencept: the "ralking Tips" and the art
of listening.
Unit II:

Legnl comcepts the obligaticn to support children of
the marriage and, possibiy,
a dependent spouse

comnunications concept: The Fair Fight for
Change.

Unit III:

Legal comeapt: responsibility for children of the
marriage; custedy; residential
placement; visitation and the right to
meKe decisions concerning the child’s
care and education. '

Communications coneept: The "Anger Release! tool:

expressing anger safely when
it is not about your partner.
Onit Iv:

A ' Legal concepk: Domestic violence - protection of an
4. abused spouse, reredies, impact on _
chiidrer, penalties for violence

concept: Anger: assertive expression;
appropriate responses to
vionlence or threat of
- violence.

Communisakions

P '._-i[:k?::.

S

o P
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Legal concept: What are the chief causes of the breakup
of marriages? A diseussion about
expectations of marriagas. How to pick a
. . -mate; challenging cnas expactation= of
= % marriage—

© Communications concept: Daily Sharing - The ,
SR Tamperature Reading; Choosing
a Matae; Challenging
Expectations of Marriage,

' Aétivities'in the Claegroom after the Video

. Following the videe, the students wiil engage. in
activities in. the classveom for: approximately- another 25 minutes..
The post-video activities are described in-the Curriculum Guide
to the particular Unit,

Activities in the Qlassroom
for the Week after the Video

The activities for the ¢class session in the unit

following the vidac ara described in the Curriculum cuide to the L
particnlar Unit. : :

Teacher Preparation

. In praeparation for teaching PARTNERS, we suggest that L
you read this entire Curriculum Manual and review the PARTNERS
videotapa. We eatimate that the entire preparation time should bhe
no mora than f£ive hours. We make suggestions for additional

readings at the end of the Manual should you feel the need for
mera preparation.

You will, of course, have to arrange for a Television

set and a VCR tw show the PARTNERS videatape segments for five
Classes.

We suggest you plan out the discussion tapics far the
non-video weeks consistent with the policies of your school
district. '
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- In eddificon, we suggest that you may want to alert yeour
guidance counselor in anticipation of individual studen®s that
may need additional support as a result of iscues that are
surfaced in thesge programs.

Finally, we suggest that you contact the lawyer—
volunteer whe wiil participate in-your class to discuss what his
or her role will be. .

Student Freparation

Fach stufent should keep z journal in which they can
keep a record of their own personal responses and what they have
learned from each sessicn. Ve siuggest you view these journals as.

personal diawries and dao not grade or review thenm. P

i il;f-,\'u[.;:

)

i,

3 In some of the specific sessions students will bhe
asslgned specific hemewori.such as gathering infermatien from the
newspaper about living expenses or salaries for Yabs. fhay will
alsc be doing some research on “he legal system’s response to
family problems, These assignments facilitate specific exercices
that the students will undertake in the classrcom. Vou should
treat students who de not complete these assignments as
unprepared and in the same manner as any other homewark
assignment, o

|

Group Urganizakion

Divide your students intec mived gex greups of four or
five., The same group will work together for all ten weaks of
FARTNERS. It will prcbably he helpfnl to maintain tha eame groups
each week so that they can work togethar on the axercises.

w1
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PARTNERS Unit I: "It’s Not My Job" and Other Marital Myths.

I. Curriculum obj e'ctiv'as

A. ‘:Eanily law ohjac.t:.ve. To heg:v.n an overview of fa.m:.ly _
- - law in the United States with a discussion of marriaga -
as a legal contract, the interests of the Stata in
- -maintaining that contract, and the grounds for divorce -

1n your"state.

B. »c.'omnunzcatmn skills chgectlva- To teach gtudente how
to develop communication skills; and skills of conflict
resolution and haw %o disacree ahout issues that arise

in e relationship in a pc51thE mannexr without
placating or hlam.nq by using the "Talking Tipe”.

TL. Information and skllls conveyed in Upit I
Through Unit T students will:

A. Learn the fallewing information about family
law:

1. Question: What, if anvthﬁng, dees
the stata require bhefore lssu_ng
marriage licansa?

Answars:

a. age —— most states reguire pecple whe want to
get married without the consent of their
parents to be 18 or older : ' .

b. blood—tests — for certain kinds of venersal
' diseases

2. Question: Can any person marry any
other person? o

Answer:

a. close relatlves cannot marry each other
(incest restrictions)

bB. 4. person cannot have pore than one spouse at
a time (bigamy restrictions) (Not true in all
other cultures)
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Question: What if the couple is

. Unhappy? - How do they end the -
" marriage? '

‘Questisn: what ara the grounds for

cAnswer:

“a.  ‘in the United Btates we regard the right to

marry as close to a basic civil right bacausa -
_of its importance te individual fulﬁillgantﬂg«.Ju

"L Tand happiness L -

®7“b. ‘the state is an interested party te

dissclving a marriage contract (divorce) and
-sets terms and conditions an it, partieuliarly
to protect children; : Dol

c. each state has @ifferent standards’ for
deternining when a diverce can ececour called
"grounds"; ’

d. we do not have a singlae national diverce law.
Rgther each state sats its own greoundes for
divorce:

a. grounds can be groupad into two general
categoriest L

(1) fanlt (e.q. adultary, eruel and inkuman
treatment) and PO

(2) no=fault (e.g. irrecancilable -
diffarencas or mutnal. consent)

-

diverce in vour state?

Answar: Each &tate makes their own laws. The
students should copsult with the lawyer
aszigned to the class. ’

'B. Learn the following ceommunication skiils:

.Palking Tips — learn to communicate your f%glinés

“rather then to criticize your partner..

Leearn to actively listen to the feelings off your
partner. Practice repeating what your partner has
said. This may seem artificial (it is}, but when
the communication breaks down, it is a good
structure to fall back on to get back on track.



classroom exercises ¢n use of Talking Tips, actwe
listening, and feedback —— 10 minutas

A, A male and a female stndent in =he group should assume:

1. Ee:

A.

He ard She have been dating for six monthe.

He has an after-school job and makas §75 per
week, but must contribute $40 per week to his
houszshold.

He has noticed thit whenever Ke and She-go
out, he is always the ¢ne who pays all of the
expenses of the excursion.

Ha is frustrated by the £act that She never
offars to contribute to the cast of their
dating, but has never told her about this.

She also has a part time job after school and
She makas 540 ver week.

She uses the ncney for buying her personal
J.tems

She has always assumes . that when a boy and
girl date, the boy pays.
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B. fﬂegotia£é7the,fpllowing twe issues:

. : . whether or not she should contribute to the cost
' of their dating o

2. - if;#hé’is:;cfﬁbnﬁributer would that be 'in money or
are.there ‘other ways she can contribute to offzet

his’ SinanciaT contributions.:
' TAETRTL R g Ly R LRI

The students shéuld assume that they do not agree on
" these issues and that they have never discussed this
before. - : ' _

:Have twolstudents hegotiate ane of .the two issues for- 4 -
. minutes using the Talking Tips and active listening. . .
" Then have .the other.students in the group- critigue ;the .
- v negotiaters for 2 minutes. Now, allow the critiquers to’
‘negotlate the same assignment, and have the other twa L
students critigue. These roles are interchangeable and
the one who pays does not always have to be the male.

1. The critique should be positive.

¢.  Students should be encouraged to provide specific,
concrete suggestions as tc what should and should -
et have occurred, L ‘ C :

Ba chmunidations_Qﬁidelines:

The Talking Tips helps us level about certain feelings

or lssues when we feel overvhelmed by anger, hurt, .or

fear or we are confused. The Talking Tips helps fine -

Ttune your thoughts and feelings and talk about them in

a non-threatening wav. : ' '

Be specific about what is on your mind.

Make positive rather than negative statements. -

Explain yourself.

Give the listener a chance #c understand yeur poink of
view. : - - ' ' : :

Make "I" statements instead of "You® otatements.

Make WIM étatamnhts inctead of "We! statements.
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Hake "I" statements instead of asking guesticns.
Eliminate "always" and "never" from your statements.

Take turns.

——

Each person takes a turn being the speaker while the
other is the listenmer. The listener’s job is to repeat
bhack to the speaker what he or she hears. -

Remember, the purpose of these tools 1s to increasse

your trust, reduce fear and minimize the chance of uninhibited
emotions like we saw in the rirst scene with Jir and Tiz. The
toals slow down cocmmunlcation and help us hear and listen te each

cther.

V. Homeworx assigpments

These . homework assignments are on the videotape. We repeat
then heXre Tor you and your students convenience.

-

Ask the students to write in their journals words they
now will use if they are upset about the way someone
they care about treats them; alsc their thoughts and
feelings. 2Advise the students that no one will see
these journals; that they may write a lot or a little
and they may write every day or as frequently or
infrequently as they choose.

ask the students to find out what the grounds
for diverce are in your stata (a lawyer
consultant will be available to vour class
for this purpose) Have them also ask the
guestions set forth on page 8 of this manual.

Assign the students to look in their local newspapers
for apartments fer rent, coupons f£or food costs,
interest rates, cost of used automobiles and used
furnl+ure, as well as want ads for jobs. The next week
we will be talking about who decides how money will be
spent in the relationship, how much it costs to live
independently and the art of "fighting fair'.

Practice "Talklng.Tlps" at home and with your class
partner Try it at heme with your family oxr your
friends.
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VI. XNon-vides class imn Unit 1

The lawyer-~valunteer shenld attend for this clas=s. At this
time, the students can ask the lawyar questions about the
assignment. The lawyer will dissusc grounds for dlvorce in the
gtate as well as 3u:15d1~t;cnal requirements for marriage, and
the laws of cansanguinity. .

"A. Discuse with the lawyar assigned to the alass the
following information about diverce in your state.

1. Grounds for divores;

2. . Dagrees of consanguinity (who may or may not -
marry) ;

3. Requirements for obtaining license;

4. Jurisdictional reéulrements (when you can and

cannet file feor diveorce in this state and who get
g license in the State)

B. Discu=ss the “Ta¢xlng Tips" anc whether any cne would
like to “hare experlences from their journal?

1. Who has tried te use them with rrl_nds or ramily’
Success?

2. "Aﬁtlve“ l_stenlng - dces it help’

C. Try this hypataet;cal in ﬁrcups af 4 to practice the
"Taliking Tips".

A, e and She head the committee for the schooal
dance. This requires a series of
responsibilities, including appointing the
remainder of the committee, planning the
theme and the decorations, and deszgnlug the
£lyers, ameng other tasks.

, b. ' Ee assumes that She will do all of the

5 breparation for the event, since His job,

i soccer practice (ovr other activity) takes up
rmost of his extra time.
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ﬁe..-kﬁéws how talented She iz and is pleasad
“that He can delegate thiz respon=ibility to
Eer.

Sha ls"cvarwhelmed. with schosol work, Hexr e
.afiar: school xasgons:.b:.lltz.as ; and Her .

'Tli.kes to do ‘a gaod '_‘[Ob in whatever She
sundartakes, but would never have agreed to
~take this co-c:hau:manshlp if He had not .
ag:r:md to do the job with Her.. -

. SETRIe is net the ‘first tine that. He has
wfadpected Her to shoulder all of the
-.?':a_spcnelba.lz.tzcs of a joint assignment.

she is faeling that e is teking advantayge of
Her good nature but has never said this to

N Asma‘,tthat the ccuple does not agree on this
.subjeet and negotiate how they will :esulve th.z.s
: P"‘ﬂbl\‘:m' etHeen then. -_._. L L

e Beg:.n & budgmt d:.scuss:.cn. ¥What is the going rate :or
: ,_*z—apm:tments- in“the area. What about the: FCO0St af used -
«-wca.ra‘-’ cloth:mg‘-‘. Construck a list of expenses that the
YEImas believes a couple, living on their own, would .
incur. What g0, tl"ey Tnink 1t wonld ~ast tm have a one
’%hed::aon apa.ri:ment in the area? Could they afford a car?
a.bout. as.uto msura.nce" ‘Health insurance’
Next. week,: P wz.th the use Of a budget form, they wi
beg':.n to f.'.u;l in actual numbers. It might ke a shcc:k.

LRI
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LYNNE Z. GQLD-BIKIN
51¢ DEKALE STREET
P.C. BOX 869
NORRISTOWN., PENNSYLVANTA 18404
{215) 272.E3EE

FAMILY IAW DERARTMENT

WOLF BLOCK, SCHORR & SOLTE-COHEN 6/56 Lo Dreaent

P.33s41

MANAGING PARTNER.  GOID-BIRIN, CLIFFORD & YOUNG 1982 to §/96

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONTAI LAWVERS:

Fellow of the AAML singe {1984)

Governocr - Board of Governors, 1954

Committee Activities

A.

B.

C.

By-Law Committee Member (1989)

AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE

Member

Advisor to the Family Law Project: 1990 ~ Present

AMERTCAN BAR ASSOCTATION

A.

Family Law Section Activities:

1.

2.

Chalr ABA/Family Law Section ({1994 - 19¢5)

Parliamentarian, ABA/Family Law Section
1891)

Chairman - Economics of Law Practice (1390 - 1991)

Admissiong Committee Member (1991 - Present)

Member, Task Force on Domestic Violence (1994)
Commissioner - ARZ Commigsion on Domestic Violence
Chair-Elect ABA/Family Law Section (1992 - 1994)
Vice-Chair ABA/Family Law Section (1992 - 1993)

Secretary ABA/Family Law Section (1991 - 1992}

{19390 to
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14.

Fdicorial Beoard, Famil law Advocate (1989 +to

TPrasent)
Boalt Hall Conference Invitee {13932)
Wingspread Invitee {1988)

Natienzl Membership Chair, ABRA/Family Law Section
(3988 Lo 198%)

Executive Member, Mediation anad Arbitration
Committee, ABA/Family Law Section (1%53 to 1955)

Producer - Film *Avolding Malpractics in Family Law"
{1987)

Crhair of &Ba/Family Law Section ‘“"Scope and
Correlartion" {1987 to 1988)

Standing Committes Member - ABA Child Support
Project Committes {1985 to Present)

ABa/Famlly Law Section Council Member (1982 to 1989)
Chairman Demestic Viclence Committee (1879 to 1983)
Peunsylvania Memberxship Chairman (1978 to 1879)

Deveicped The PARTNERS Program as an educaticnal
prograw of the ABA Family Law Section

CLE Programs for the ABA and Organized Bar Association:

-
X

2.

1982 (3.F.) Men Speak,/Women Speak

1951 {atlanta) Custody Litigation <Children Held
Hostage Programming and Brzinwashing of Children

1521 {(Atlanta) "Hot Tips"

1351 (Atlanta) Child Support

120 (Chivago) "Hot Tips®

1389 (Hawaii} "Hot Tips®

1389 {Hawaii! Handling the Big Case (ARA)

Pennsvivania Trial lLawver’s Associatieon "New Divorce
Code Amendments®

1988 (Torontol Comparative Cross Examination (ABA)
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10 1587 [San Francises) Comparative Cross Examination
{AB2)
11 1987 (New Orleans) How to Avoid Malpractice (ABA)
12. 1587 (Tuecson} Applying the Rules of Evidence in
Family Law Cases (DLI)
13. 1586 (New York) "How to Avoid Malpractice" (ABA)
14. 19286 (Vail) Bvidentiary Issues in Divorsce Cases: 2
Trial Demonscraticn Expext Witnesses (DLI)
15. 1285 (orlando} Negotiating Joint Custody Agreements
and Grandparent Visgitation (DLI]
16 1985 (Orlsnde) "What Every Family Law Practitioner
Ngeds to Know about the Bankruptcy Code’ (DLI)
17. 1985 (London) Mock Trial on Custody
18. 1985 (Washingten, D.C.) Child Support Guidelines
13. 1534 (Phniladelphia) New Tax Law {PESI)
20, 1984 (Vail) Negotiating Jcint Custody Agreements
{DLI)
21. 1984 (Chicago) Rdoption (ARA)
22 1982 (8an Francisco) "Anatomy of a Marital
Agreement" (ABA)
23. 1981 (New Orleans) Program on Family Courts (ABA)
24, 1980 (Hawali) Joint Program with Young Lawyers on
Child and Spouse Abuse (ABA)
25. 1975 (Dallas) Program on Domestic Vislence {ABA)
c. Other American Bar Association Asctivitiasg:
1. Sectiong:
a. Law Student Division
(1} Law Student Division/American Baxr
Association, ITI Cireuit Governor {1974 -
1878}

{2} Pregident, Law Student Divigion/American
Bar Ascsogiation (1975 - 1976)
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3.

b. Young Lawvers Secticn

Mewber, Long Range Planning Committee (1976 -
1878}

c. Saction on Legal Economics

Co-Chairman, New lLawyers in Practice Committee
(1978 - 1979)

"Rainmakers" {1990)

Litication Section

P:

Vice Chairman, Family Law Committes (1888 -
1920)

ABA Committes Appointments:
a. Committee on Special Limitations of Attorneye

Fees; (Appointed by President, Justin Stanlaey
1976 - 1979)

b. Standing Committes or Forum Committees
(Appointed by President Rebert McCrate 1987 -
1830)

c. Standing Committee on Professional Discipline
(Appointed by President John J. Curtin, Jr.
1890 - 1593)

da. Tagk Force, Domestic Violence (1994)

e. Commission on Domestic Violence (1995)

House of Delegates: Delegate at Large (1996-99)

VI. DPENNSYLVANTA BAR ASSOCIATION, FAMILY T.AW SECTYON ACTIVITIES:

A,

Family Law Section Activities

1.

2,

Council Member {1980 - 1988)
Chairman, Domestic Violence Committee (1979 - 1983}
Chairman, Custody Committee (1583 - 1984)

Chairman, Arbitraction Mediation Committee {1984 -
1985)

Co-Chairman, Custody Committee (1986 - 1987)

Program Chairman (1983 - 1989)
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B. Other FBR Aciivities
1. Membesr - Committee con Specialization {1990}
2. Program =- Surogacy (1888}

VIEL. MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAP ASSOCTATION ACTIVITIES:

. Board of Directors {1992 - Present)
Family Law Committee, Chair (1983 - 19&5)

Legal Dirsctory, Chair (1986 - 1988)

g o @B o

. Long Range PLanning Committee (1988 - 1589%)

1=

Bench Bar Committee {1990 - present)

VIII. PENNSYLVANTA TRIAT, TAWYERS ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES:

Chairman, Family Law Litigation Section (1588 - 1990Q)

iX. PENNSYVLVANIA FUTIRE SSTON ON JUSTICE IN THE 2187 CENTIRY
X. JOT ! J10] TOMMISSION

Member of the Advisory Committes on Domestic Relstions Tiaw
XI. CONTINUTNG LEGAL EDTCATION
LUTIVITIES FOR PENNSVIVANIA BAR INSTITHUTE:

A. Basic Legal Practice Course - Course Planner
{1880 « 1a9l)

E. Advanced Family Law Seminars {1577 - Present)
(Approximataly two per year)

XIT, FEACHING:

A. Templa Law School - Adjunct Professor - Family Law
{1278 - 197%)

B. Teﬁple Law 8chool - Adjunct Professor - Family Law
(1979 to 196%) - Graduate Program

<. Institute for Paralegal Training - Instructor in
Pamily Law (1977 - 1980; 1983 - 1984)

D. Villaneva Law School, Continuing Legal Education Courses
{1283 - 18853)

E. Dickingon Law Forum (1980 - 1936)
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Family Law Section, Trizl Advocacy Instituce (NITA
Trainar} (198% - present)

State Departmenr sponscored trip Lo Russia to work with
Domestic Violence Workers and Parliazment on Domestic
Viclence Statutes. OGave Seminarxs and training to workers
on Domestic Violence.

ARTTICL.=S AND PUBT.ICATIONS:

Books

1. Divorce Practice Handbook
Published {MICHIE} August. 1994

2. Pepnsvlvani i T ;
Published (PESI) August, 1984
3. Tamily TLaw and Practice, "Modification of

Matrimonial Determinatiens" (Chapter 52)
Published 1885

& Sonmtemporary Matrimonial Yaw Tsguss
&. "Bifurcated Divorces" Copyright 1585
b, "Bankruptcy Intexvenee" Copyright 1985

5. Introduction te Childran Held Hestage Erogramming
and Brainwsehing Childyen (1562)

Profaeasisnal Journals

3. Villanova Law Rsview:

1580 - "Permnsylvania’s New Divorce Coda®

2. Penngvlvania Law Journsl - Reporter:

a. October 3, 1983 - ‘'Bankruptcy Supersedes
Distribution"

. April 18, 1988 - T"Ngw State Divorce Code
Provides Radical Changes"
3. The Legal Intelligencer:
&. Octoper, 1883 - "Bankruptcy Takeg Precedence

over Equitable Distribucion®

b. November, 1388 - "Goodwill in Practice!
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[

C. December, 1%88 - "0ld v. New Divorce Ccde®
d. January, 1955 - »adoption"

Arerican Journal of Familv Law:

Spring, 1987 - "Bankruptcy in Divorce: Protecting
the Bankrupt spouse"

The Compleat Lawver:

a. Winter, 19284 - "Who Wing®
b. Summer, 1385 - °"The Greatast Azsset of aAiliw
c. Spring 1987 - ‘“How to Win the most Chil

Support for vyour Ciient*

The Family Advocate:

a. 1985 - "Herpes*
b. 1888 - "Defining Income is the Key to
Effective Lawyering
Faiyshave:
(Contributing Editor - Support 1988 - Presant)
March. 1984 - "Bankrupteay!
L. November, 1984 - "Bifurcatbion®
c. August, 1985 - "Malpractical
d. Septoambey, 1988 - "Practicing with
Guidelines® '
e Mzreh, 1887 - "Pannaylvania: Trend Toward
Trial Judge Discretion
Affects Trial Strategy"
£. 1887 - Tax Returne - The 1040 C{orporate
Return, Partnership Return
g, 1988 - Guidelines
h. 198¢ - Pennsvlvania Law
i. August, 1990 - Cross-Examination of Psychiatrist
TRIAL

June, 15846 - “Domestic Torts"
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XIV.

5. Sucecessful Woman:

2. ©mov/Dec 1985 - "The Special Challenges of Dual
Carzer Famillies”

b. May/June 1985 - "The Pre-Nuptial aAgreement”

c. Editorial Boards/Magazines
L. Practical Lawyer 1887 to present
z. Faamily Advecate 1989-present

3. The Pennsylvania Family Tawyer, Associate EBditor
(1980 - 1984)

4. Fairshare 1982 to present
ACTIVITIES CUTSIDE OF THE BAR:

A. President’s Council - Albright College (1982 - 1990)
Villancva Law Schoel - Class Representative (1983 - 1990)

. Federation of Allied Jewish Appeal - Co-Chairman; Family
Law Division, Lawyer’'s Divisiorn (1985 - 1990)

D, Upper Merion Township - Member: Park and Recreation
Cormiesion (198% - presert} Viee-Chair (19292 - 1990)

E. Montgomery County Commission o Women and FPamilies (1992 -

Present)

F. Permgyivania Bar Asscaiation Commiseion on Women (1953 -
Present)

MEMBERESHT DS ;

a. Fellow, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers

B. Fellow, Intermational Academy of Matximonial Lawvers

C. Féllow, Pennaeylvanig 3ar Foundation

. Fellow, American 2ar Fcundstion

E. Merber, Americsan Bar Asscciation

F. Member, Pennaylvania Bar Association

cG. Mewber, Mountgomery Bar Aszociation
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H. Member, Permmsylvania Trial Lawyers Association

I. Member, National Asscociation of Woman Lawyers

XVI. EONORS AWARDED

A. One of "Five wWondexful wWomen" HOI‘lOi‘Ed by The women'‘s
Center of Montgomery County (Law Award) ; aprll 1996

B. Baccalaursate speaker and recilplent ¢f Honorary Doctoer of
Laws Degree by Albright College; May 1996

C. Nominated to the Psnnsylvania Honor Rell of Women; March
1996

92120
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