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rhank you for allowing me fo testify before your committee today

My name i1s Jim Kennedy. | own a single family gim_zg in the city of
Harrisburg. If you ask the Mayor and his “full time codes inspectars”, | live w2
two uriit dewelling in the 1900 block of Derry street. | explain that bit of lunacy
in a minute. Yesterday as | waiched Mayor Reed testify before this
committee | was shocked by his gall. He would havs you belisve than
Harrisburg's woes are all the ﬂwm% of a group of terrorist property owners who
“biight entire neighborhoods.” Mayor Reed has deliberately mislead you &t
best, or more probably, has simply lied about who is responsisle. After 've

listed a few of the causes for our present situation, | am sure that the idea of

giving these terrorists more power will make you shiver the way it does for me
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Harrisburg requires that all property secid within it’s city limits he
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inspected »y their codes enforcement officers prior to the sale. The inspecticn
notes lists three levels of viclation with a Class “A” violatior being the most

severe. You should know that their inspectors write ALL violations as class

ra

A", Such violations listed in the E.oc: when | purchased my property included
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ﬁnm%m paint on cutters m_.a downspouts, and smail cracks in .z,_o _._mzmq walls
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in the downstairs bay room. These inspections are not about safety. Thev are |

simply an attempt by the city to extort money from the oroperty owners
These new owners are given the choice of facing the civil and criminal zctions ,_w,,__.
described by Mayor Reed yesterday, or pay fees to the city for permission o

repair these “Class A Safety Violations”. |

The Mayor has worked to have huge slum areas of our city declared

as Nationai Mistoric Areas. Such a designation places severe limits on the
nature and kind our repairs that can be made to a preperty ard doubles #r
tripies the cost of cooperating with their codes enforcement directives. Given
the character of therr likely tenants, and the regulatory environment, it's =

money pit that few intelligent people wouid knowingiy choose to become

invoived with.

The Maycr has worked to increase the numbers of multi-family low
income units in our city to the point that single family home owners like mysalf
are almost an anomaly. He has encouraged the conversion of warehouse intc
m_w__._c@.m low-income apartments which concentristewflirge numers or pocrly

educated, low income or weitare families into many parts of our city. They
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have no stake in preserving our quality of life and place a heavy burdes »
those of us who pay taxes in this city. They are amazingly efficient at besring
children out of wed-lock; children who eventually overwheim our schools ar <

our resources. The result; | pay more taxes for my little row home on the «:ne

of the siums, than my best frisnd who lives in & $110,000, thres bedroon

ranch in the suburbs of Harrisburg. The average length of time that homes
remain on the market in his area is about sixty days. I've had my home on =

market for over a year; asking price $49 000,

The codes enforcement people in Harrisburg indiscriminately use
harassment and intimidation to get their way, up to and inciuding breaking the
law or 1gnoring court orders. In 1989 | ownad two rental properties in
Harrisburg. One on Liberty Street, and the other on second street across
from the Governor's mansion. The later forced me into bankruptcy when the
heating system failed after a prolonged eviction battle with 2 dead beat tenan’
who operated an unlicensed boarding house on the premises. The court was

to take custody of the house. | was required*o-¢ié notice to all persons on

the property to vacate betore the trustee *ock possession. The codes




- enforcement officers threatened to cite me for not giving the tenants 3:2_
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days notice. The aiso ordered me to provide heating oil for the tenants | :ma iy
no money and given the pending bankruptey, | wouid have o commit wmcg_.& M
comply with their order. | pointed this out to them. The never issued 2 .
citation, but they never rescinded the order. Additionally after the court
relieved me of all responsibility for the debt, and ordered al! collection against '3
me haited, the City of Harnisburg, ignored the Court order and continued io
send iax bills, and threatening notices to me, and recording tax leans againat s
my wife and | for the next several years. They did not care akout the law ozw ,
the money held their focus. And these are the beople you want to give more
powers- Additionally, my family has lived at our current address since 1988

During that tme, the City of Harrisburg, has charged me double for sewear »:n_ ‘

garbage removai. They claim that my home is a two unit dwelling inspite of i
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the fact that only my family has lived there for nearly ten years. They refuse ﬂo

criange the designation uniess | allow them 1o inspect my home. My home __

was an abandoned shell when | moved into it. 've swent thousaids to

reparr the damaged or worn out systems in-my-s
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not voiuntarly allow any city offic:al te enter my home

| eouid go on for bours; nstead, 'li list a few other actions bv our Mav v that
cause people to abandon this city. The mayor has siven tax ‘ncentives
business to more out of my neighborhood and into Downtown. Penn Naf - al
Insurance were good rieighbors ana ther emplovees brought needed
commerce to the businesses in our area Now we are surrounded with oty
builldings and my taxes will go up.

The City has created an artificial market for junk art by requiring that sush cve
sores pe made a pait of all new buiidings in Uoﬁsﬂoi:. Coes anyone
honestiy believe that the piece scrape costing tens of thousands of dollars
erected in front of the DER building is art?

The Mavor s other pet projects include. a museum for stolen Civil War
artifacts, a multi million deiiar play ground in the middle of a flood zone. alse
know as City Island, a huge new high school that that's not needed and noore
like myself who wili have to pay the bilis, wants.

And tor all of that, | can't aven get the City toeeineitl toe street drain that sa-h

year backs water onto my property, or cut back the tree that threatens to
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f you pass into law anything tha!

've desciibed will accele aig,
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