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PRINTER' S NO. 1 850 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HOUSE BILL 
No. 1 533 se7&0f 

INTRODUCED BY BLAUM, GEORGE, PISTELLA, KREBS, MELIO, MARKOSEK, 
EGOLF, M. COHEN, ROBINSON, LAUGHLIN, READSHAW, TIGUE, 
STABACK, E. Z. TAYLOR, CLARK, BASTIAN, TRELLO, WALKO, 
HERSHEY, TRICH, SCRIMENTI, COSTA, ROONEY, BATTISTO, WILLIAMS, 
YOUNGBLOOD, L. I. COHEN, STEELMAN, FRANKEL AND JAMES, 
MAY 17. 1999 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, MAY 17, 1999 

AN ACT 

Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for consent to 
adoption. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. Section 2711(c) and (d)(l) of Title 23 of the 

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read: 

5 2711. Consents necessary to adoption. 

* * *  

(c) Validity of consent.--No consent shall be valid if it 

was executed prior to or within 72 hours after the birth of the 

child. A putative father may execute a consent at any time after 

receiving notice of the expected or actual birth of the child. 

Any consent given outside this Commonwealth shall be valid for 

purposes of this section if it was given in accordance with the '. j 
laws of the jurisdiction where it was executed. A consent to an 



1 ado~tion under subsection (a) (3) mav onlv be revoked within 3Q 

2 davs of the sianina of the consent. Anv other consent to an 

3 adoption may only be revoked prior to the earlier of either the 

4 entry of a decree of termination of parental rights or the entry 

5 of a decree of adoption. The revocation of a consent shall be in 

6 writing and shall be served upon the agency or adult to whom the 

7 child was relinquished. 

8 (d) Contents of consent.-- 

9 (1) The consent of a parent of an adoptee under 18 years 

10 of age shall set forth the name, age and marital status of 

11 the parent, the relationship of the consenter to the child, 

12 the name of the other parent or parents of the child and the 

13 following: 

14 I hereby voluntarily and unconditionally consent to 

15 the adoption of the above named child. 

16 I understand that by signing this consent I indicate 

17 my intent to permanently give up all rights to this 

18 child. 

19 I understand such child will be placed for adoption. 

2 0 I understand I may, within 30 davs of the sianina of 

2 1 this consent, revoke this consent to permanently give up 

2 2 all rights to this child by placing the revocation in 

2 3 writing and serving it upon the agency or adult to whom 

24 the child was relinquished. 

2 5 I understand I may not revoke this consent after a 

2 6 court has entered a decree confirming this consent or 

2 7 otherwise terminating my parental rights to this child. 

2 8 Even if a decree has not been entered termmating my '- A 

2 9 parental rights I may not revoke this consent after a 

3 0 decree of adoption of this child is entered. 
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1 I have read and understand the above and I am signing 

2 it as a free and voluntary act. 

3 * * *  

4 Section 2. The amendment of 23 Pa.C.S. § 2711(c) and (d) (1) 

5 shall apply to consents signed on or after the effective date of 

6 this act. 

7 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days. 



BILL SWlQ4AF.Y 

COMMITTEE: Judiciary 

PRIME SPONSOR: Blaum 

DATE: 9/13/99 - 
BILL NO.: HB 1533 

PRINTER'S NO.: 1850 

A. PRELIMINARY SUMMARY: 

House bill 1533, printer's number 1850, amends the Domestic Relations Code (Title 
23 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes) to further provide for consent to 
adoption. 

Specifically, this legislation amends 23 Pa.C.S. 12711 (c) (relating to Consents 
necessary to adoption). A parent(s) of an adoptee pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. S2711 
(a) (3) may revoke a consent to an adoption only within 30 days of the signing of the 
consent. The legislation also amends 23 Pa.C.S. 82711 (d) (1) by requiring a person 
consenting to acknowledge the 30-day revocation restriction within the contents of 
the consent. 

House Bill 1533 applies to consents signed on or after the effective date of the 
act. This legislation takes effect in 60 days. 

B. EXISTING LAW: 

under 23 Pa.C.S. S2711 (a) ( 3 1 ,  consent for an adoption is required of the parents 
or surviving parent of an adoptee who has not reached the age of 18 years. 
Currently, subsection (c) states that any consent to an adoption may only be revoked 
prior to the entry of a decree of termination of parental rights or the entry of a 
decree of adoption, whichever occurs earlier. The revocation of a consent shall be 
in writing and shall be served upon the agency or adult to whom the child was 
relinquished. 

DJB : Cmw 



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HOUSE BILL 

INTRODUCED BY BLAUM, COY, BELARDI, KREBS, TIGUE, TANGRETTI, 
DeLUCA, MARKOSEK, SANTONI, STABACK, B. SMITH, WALKO, DALEY, 
YUDICHAK, M. COHEN, GRUCELA, STEELMAN, FRANKEL, ROONEY, 
WILLIAMS, TULLI, KIRKLAND, NAILOR, HARHAI AND m y ,  
SEPTEMBER 20, 1 9 9 9  

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1 9 9 9  

AN ACT 

1 Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania 
2 Consolidated Statutes, further providing for adoption 
3 definitions, for relinquishment of parental rights, for 
4 adoption hearings, for adoption counseling, for adoption 
5 reports, for consent to adoption and for adoption medical 
6 history information. 

7 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

8 hereby enacts as follows: 

9 Section 1. Section 2102 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvania 

10 Consolidated Statutes is amended by adding definitions to read: 

11 5 2102. ~efinitions. 

12 The following words and phrases when used in this part shall 

13 have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the 

14 meanings given to them in this section: 

15 * * * 

16 "Ado~tion-related counselina services." Services offered bv 

17 an aaencv, includina an adoution aaencv, which is auDroved bv 



1 understandina a decision to relinwish narental riahts or to 

2 consent to an adowtion and in understandina alternatives to such 

3 a decision. 

4 * * *  

"Putative father." The alleaed father of a child conceived 

or born out of wedlock. 

Section 2. Sections 2501(a), 2502(a), 2503(b) (3) and (dl, 

2504(a) and (c) and 2505 of Title 23 are amended to read: 

5 2501. Relinquishment to agency. 

(a) Petition.--When any child under the age of 18 years has 

been in the care of an agency for a minimum period of three days 

or, whether or not the agency has the physical care of the 

child, the agency has received a written notice of the present 

14 intent to transfer to it custody of the child, executed by the 

15 parent, the parent or parents of the child may petition the 

court for permission to relinquish forever all parental rights 

and duties with respect to their child. The wetition must 

include an acknowledcrment in writina bv the Darent of all of the 

followina: 

offered to the oarent. 

( 2 )  If the oarent reauested ado~tion-related counselinq 

services, whether the ado~tion-related counselina services 

have been wrovided. 

( 3 )  If adowtion-related counselina services were 

provided, the name and address of the aaencv which orovided 

them. 

* * *  

§ 2502. Relinquishment to adult intending to adopt child. 

3 0 (a) Petition.--When any child under the age of 18 years has 

19990H1838B2255 - 2 -  



1 been for a minimum period of 30 days in the exclusive care of an 

2 adult or adults who have filed a report of intention to adopt 

3 required by section 2531 (relating to report of intention to 

4 adopt), the parent or parents of the child may petition the 

court for permission to relinquish forever all parental rights 

to their child. f 

writina by the oarent of all of the followina: 

(1) Adootion-related counselina services have been 

offered to the oarent, 

( 2 )  If the Darent reauested adootion-related counselinq 

services. whether the ado~tion-related counselinu services 

have been orovided. 

(3) If adootion-related counselina services were 

provided. the name and address of the acrencv which orovided 

them. 

* * *  

5 2503. Hearing. 

* * 

(31 The copy of the notice which is given to the 

putative father shall state that his rights may also be 

subject to termination pursuant to subsection (d) [if he 

fails to file either an acknowledgment of paternity or claim 

of paternity pursuant to section 5103 (relating to 

acknowledgment and claim of paternity) and fails to either 

appear at the hearing for the purpose of objecting to the 

termination of his rights or file a written objection to such .- A 

termination with the court prior to the hearing]. 

* * * 



(d) Putative father.--If a putative father will not file a 

petition to voluntarily relinquish his parental rights pursuant 

to section 2501 (relating to relinquishment to agency) or 2502 

(relating to relinquishment to adult intending to adopt 

child)[,] and has been given notlce of the hearing being held 

pursuant to this section [and fails to either appear at that 

hearing for the purpose of objecting to termination of his 

parental rights or file a written objection to such termination 

with the court prior to the hearing and has not filed an 

acknowledgment of paternity or claim of paternity pursuant to 

section 51031, the court may enter a decree terminating the 

parental rights of the putative father pursuant to subsection 

(c) [ . ]  if he fails to do anv of the followincr: 

(1) File with the court. ~rior to the hearina. a written 

obiection to termination of his ~arental riahts. 

(2) A ~ ~ e a r  at the hearina for the DurDose of obiectinq 

to the termination of his ~arental riahts. 

(3) Provide substantial financial suoDort for the child. 

(41 Make substantial and onaoina ~rovision for the 

child's care. 

* * *  

§ 2504. Alternative procedure for relinquishment. 

(a) Petition to confirm consent to adoption.--If the parent 

or parents of the child have executed consents to an adoption as 

required by section 2711 (relating to consents necessary to 

2 6  adoption) but have failed for a period of 40 days after 

27 executing the consent to file or proceed with the petition for 

28 voluntary relinquishment of parental rights provided for in this '. > 

29 subchapter, the intermediary may petition the court to hold a 

30 hearing for the purpose of confirming the intention of the 



1 parent or parents to voluntarily relinquish their rights and 

2 duties as evidenced by the consent or consents to the adoption, 

3 the original of which shall be attached to the petition. In the 

4 case where there is no intermediary, the adoptive parent or 

5 parents may file the petition. The oetition must include an 

6f 

7 f 

8 offered to the ~arent. 

9 (2) If the warent reuuested adootion-related counselinq 

10 services, whether the adowtion-related counselina services 

11 have been ~rovided. 

12 1 

13 p p  

14 them. 

15 * * * 

16 (c) Putative father.--If a putative father will not execute 

17 .a consent to an adoption as required by section 27111.1 and has 

18 been given notice of the hearing being held pursuant to this 

19 section [and fails to either appear at that hearing for the 

20 purpose of objecting to termination of his parental rights or 

21 file a written objection to such termination with the court 

22 prior to the hearing and has not filed an acknowledgment of 

23 paternity or claim of paternity pursuant to section 5103 

24 (relating to acknowledgment and claim of paternity)], the court 

25 may enter a decree terminating the parental rights of the 

26 putative father pursuant to subsection (b) [ . I  if he fails to do 

27 anv of the followina: 

2 8 11) File with the court, orior to the hearina, a written b. 

29 objection to termination of his oarental riahts. 

3 0 o q  
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1 to the termination of his warental riahts, 

2 ( 3 )  Provide substantial financial su~wort for the child. 

3 (41 Make substantial and onaoina ~rovision for the 

4 child's care. 

5 * * *  

6 § 2505. [Counseling] Adowtion-related counselina services. 

7 (a) List [of counselors].--Any hospital or other facility 

providing maternity care shall provide a list of [available 

counselors and] ado~tion-related counseling services compiled 

pursuant to subsection ib) to its maternity patients who are 

known to be considering relinquishment or termination of 

parental rights or consent to adowtion. pursuant to this part. 

The patient shall sign an acknowledgment of receipt of such list 

prior to discharge, a copy of which receipt shall be provided to 

the patient. 

(b) Compilation of list.--The [court] Dewartment of Public 

Welfare shall compile a list of [qualified counselors and] 

aaencies which are a~~roved bv the de~artment to wrovide 

ado~tion-related counselinq services [(including all adoption 

agencies) which are available to counsel natural parents within 

the county who are contemplating relinquishment or termination 

of parental rlghts pursuant to this part]. Such list shall be 

distributed to every court of common oleas, agency, hospital or 

other facility providing maternity care [within the county and], 

The court and the dewartment shall [be made] make the list 

available upon request to any [intermediary or licensed health 

27 care professional] person. 

2 8 (c) Court determination and referral.--Prior to entering a " i 

29 decree of termination of parental rights pursuant to section 

30 2503 (relating to hearing) or 2504 (relating to alternative 



procedure for relinquishment), [if the parent whose rights are 

to be terminated is present in court,] the court shall [inquire] 

determine whether [he or she] the ~arent has [received] been 

offered adoution-related counseling [concerning the termination 

and the alternatives thereto from an agency or from a qualified 

counselor listed by a court pursuant to subsection (b)] 

services. If the parent has not [received such] been offered 

adoution-related counseling services, the court [may, with the 

parent's consent, refer] shall the parent [to an agency 

or qualified counselor listed by a court] w i t h  pursuant 

to subsection (b) [for the purpose of receiving such 

counseling]. In no event shall the court delay the completion of 

any hearing pursuant to section 2503 or 2504 for more than 15 

days in order to provide for such counseling. 

(d) Application [for counseling].--Any of the followina may 

aoolv to the court for referral to an auencv listed under 

subsection (b) for the oumose of receiving adoutian-related 

counselina services,   aid from the fund under subsection (e): 

(1) A oarent, or an intermediarv actinu on behalf of the 

p- 

(i) relinuuishment of oarental riahts: or 

q 

(2) A parent, or an intermediarv actina on behalf of the 

parent, who has; 

j.,jJ filed a petition to relinquish [his or her] 

parental rights[, I; or [has] 

(ii) executed a consent to adoption[,] and [is in 

28 need of] fd counseling 6 :  

29 [concerning the relinquishment or consent, and the 

3 0 alternatives thereto, may apply to the court for referral 
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to an agency or qualified counselor listed by a court 

pursuant to subsection tb) for the purpose of receiving 

such counseling. The court, in its discretion, may make 

such a referral where it is satisfied that this 

counseling would be of benefit to the parent] services. 

(e) [Counseling fund] Fund.-- 

U Except as [hereinafter] provided in ~araara~h (2), 

each report of intention to adopt filed pursuant to section 

2531 (relating to report of intention to adopt) shall be 

accompanied by a filing fee in the amount of $75 which shall 

be paid into a segregated fund established by the county. The 

county may also make supplemental appropriations to the fund. 

All costs of ado~tion-related counseling services provided 

pursuant to subsection (c) or (d) to individuals who are 

unable to pay for such counseling shall be paid from the 

fund . 
No filing fee may be exacted under this subsection 

with respect to the adoption of a special needs child who 

would be eligible for adoption assistance pursuant to 

regulations promulgated by the [Department of Public Welfare] 

dewartment. In addition, the court may reduce or waive the 

fee in cases of demonstrated financial hardship. 

(3) On an annual basis and consistent with rules set bv 

24 the Administrative Office of Pennsvlvania Courts, the countv 

2 5 shall rewort to the Court Administrator of Pennsvlvania all 

2 6 of the followina: 

27 (i) The amount of monev available in the seareaated 

2 8 countv fund established for ado~tion-related counselinq a. s 

2 9 services. 

3 0 (ii) The number of reauests to the court for 
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1 referral to adoution-related counselina services. 

2 (iii) The amount waid from the fund for adoution- 

3 related counselina services. 

4 (iv) The estimated ~er-~arent cost of ado~tion- 

5 related counselina services. 

6 Section 3. Section 2533(d) of Title 23 is amended by adding 

7 a paragraph to read: 

5 2533. Report of intermediary. 

* * *  

(d) Permissible reimbursement of expenses.-'Payments made by 

the adoptive parents to an intermediary or a third party for 

reimbursement of the following expenses, calculated without 

regard to the income of the adoptive parents, are permissible 

and are not in violation of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4305 (relating to 

dealing in infant children): 

* * *  

f 

for ado~tion-related counselina services. 

* * *  

Section 4. Sections 2711(c) and (d) and 2909(c) of Title 23 

are amended to read: 

§ 2711. Consents necessary to adoption. 

* * * 

( c )  Validity of consent.-- 

_C11 No consent shall be valid if it was executed prior 

to or within 72 hours after the birth of the child. 

A putative father may execute a consent at any time 

2 8 after receiving notice of the expected or actual birth of the 
-. 
" i 

29 child. 

3 0 111 Any consent given outside this Commonwealth shall be 
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1 valid for purposes of this section if it was given in 

2 accordance with the laws of the jurisdiction where it was 

3 executed. 

4 A consent to an adoution under subsection (a) (3) mav 

5 only be revoked within 30 davs of the sianinaof the consent. 

6 Anv other consent to an adoption may only be revoked prior to 

7 the earlier of either the entry of a decree of termination of 

parental rights or the entry of a decree of adoption. The 

revocation of a consent shall be in writing and shall be 

served upon the agency or adult to whom the child was 

relinquished. 

( 5 )  The consent of a ~arent of an ado~tee who has not 

reached the aae of 18 shall not be valid unless the Darent 

provides a written acknowledament that ado~tion-related 

counselina services have been offered. 

(d) Contents of consent.-- 

(1) The consent of a parent of an adoptee under 18 years 

of age shall set forth the name, age and marital status of 

the parent, the relationship of the consenter to the child, 

the name of the other parent or parents of the child and the 

following: 

I hereby voluntarily and unconditionally consent to 

the adoption of the above named child. 

I have been offered adoution-related counselinq 

services ~rior to mv sianina this consent. 

I understand that by signing this consent I indicate 

27 my intent to permanently give up a!:. rights to this 

2 8 child. 

2 9 I understand such child will be placed for adoption. 

3 0 I understand I may. within 30 davs of the sionina of 

- 19990H1838B2255 - 10 - 



1 this consent, revoke this consent to permanently give up 

2 all rights to this child by placing the revocation in 

3 writing and serving it upon the agency or adult to whom 

4 the child was relinquished. 

5 I understand I may not revoke this consent if 30 days 

6 have ela~sed since I sicmed this consent, or after a 

7 court has entered a decree confirming this consent or 

8 otherwise terminating my parental rights to this child. 

9 Even if a decree has not been entered terminating my 

10 parental rights I may not revoke this consent after a 

11 decree of adoption of this child is entered. 

12 I have read and understand the above and I am signing 

13 it as a free and voluntary act 

(2) The consent shall include the date and place of its 

execution and names and addresses and signatures of at least 

two persons who witnessed its execution and their 

relationship to the consenter. The consent shall indicate the 

f 

ado~tion-related counselina services. 

2909. Medical history information. 

* * *  

(c) Availability of information forms.--The [Department of 

23 Public Welfare] de~artment shall[, upon request,] make available 

24 to courts, adoption agencies and individuals medical history 

25 information forms that enable parents whose rights have been 

26 terminated to register and update medical history information 

27 with the Department of Public Welfare and with the court which 

28 entered the decree of termination. 1. 

3 0 Section 5. This act shall apply to actions initiated on or 



1 after the effective date of this act. 

2 Section 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days 



BILL 8-Y 

COMMITTEE: Judiciary 

PRIME SPONSOR: Blam 

DATE: 10/8/99 - 
BILL NO.: HB 1838 

PRINTER'S NO.: 2255 

A.  PRELIMINARY SUMMARY: 

House Bill 1838, printer's number 2255, amends several sections of the Domestic 
Relations Code (Title 23 of1 the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes) relating to 
Adoption (PartIII) . 

Adoption-related counseling services is defined in HB 1838 as "Services offered 
by an agency, including an adoption agency, which is approved by the Department of 
Public Welfare, to assist a parent in understanding a decision to relinquish 
parental rights or to consent to an adoption and in understanding alternatives to 
such a decision.', 

Putative father is defined in HB 1838 as "The alleged father of a child 
conceived or born out of wedlock." 

RELINQUISHMENT TO AGENCY OR ADOPTING ADULT: 

This legislation amends 23 Pa.C.s. 82501 (relating to Relinquishment to agency), 
52502 (relating to Relinquishment to adult intending to adopt child), and §2504(a) 
(relating to Alternative procedure for relinquishment are amended to require that 
the natural parent acknowledge in writing, as part of a petition to adopt, all of 
the following: 

- -  that adoption-related counseling services have been offered to the parent; 
- -  if the parent requested adoption-related counseling services, whether the 

adoption-related counseling services have been provided; and 
- -  if adoption-related counseling services were provided, the name and address 

of the agency which provided them. 

Currently, 23 Pa.c.S. 52501, S2502, and §2504(a) do not require such written 
acknowledgment relating to the availability of adoption-related services. 

TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF PUTATIVE FATHERS: 

This legislation also amends 23 Pa.c.S. §§2503(d) and 2504(c) (relating to 
Notice and Alternative procedure for relinquishment, respectively) to provide for 
the termination of the parental rights of a putative father. If a putative father 



will not file a petition to voluntarily relinquish his parental rights pursuant to 
23 Pa.c.S. 82501 and 82502 or will not execute a consent to an adoption as required 
by 23 Pa.c.S. 52711, and has been given notice of the hearing being held pursuant to 
82711, the court may enter a decree terminating the parental rights of the putative 
father if he fails to do the following: 

- -  File with the court, prior to the hearing, a written objection to termination 
of his parental rights. 

- -  Appear at the hearing for the purpose of objecting to the termination of his 
parental rights. 

- -  Provide substantial financial support for the child. 
- -  Make substantial and ongoing provision for the child's care. 

Currently, 23 Pa.C.S. §2503(d) states that the court may enter a decree 
terminating the parental rights of the putative father pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. 
§2503(c) if a putative father: 

- -  will not file petition to voluntarily relinquish his parental rights pursuant 
to 82501 (relating to relinquishment to agency) or S2502 (relating to relinquishment 
to adult intending to adopt child) 

- -  has been given notice of the hearing being held pursuant to this section and 
- -  fails to either appear at that hearing for the purpose of objecting to 

termination of his parental rights or file a written objection to such termination 
with the court prior to the hearing and has not filed an acknowledgment of paternity 
or claim of paternity pursuant to 85103. 

Additionally, 23 Pa.c.S. 52504(c) currently states that the court may enter a 
decree terminating the parental rights of the putative father pursuant to 23 Pa.c.S. 
§2504(b) if a putative father: 

- -  will not execute a consent to an adoption as required by section 2711, 
- -  has been given notice of the hearing being held pursuant to this section, 
- -  fails to either appear at that hearing for the purpose of objecting to 

termination of his parental rights or file a written objection to such termination 
with the court prior to the hearing, and 

- -  has not filed an acknowledgment of paternity of claim of paternity pursuant 
to 55103 (relating to acknowledgment and claim of paternity). 

ADOPTION-RELATED COUNSELING SERVICES: 

Title 23 Pa.C.S. 52505 (relating to Counseling) is amended to -require hospitals 
and other facilities that provide medical care to provide a list of adoption-related 
counseling services compiled to subsection (b) to patients considering a consent to 
an adoption. Subsection (b) is amended to require the Department of Public Welfare 
to compile a list of agencies approved by the department to provide adoption-related 
services that shall be provided to each court of common pleas. The court and 
department shall make this list available upon reqiest by any person. 

Subsection (c) is amended to require the court to determine whether the parent 
has been offered adoption-related counseling services. If the parent has not 
received these services, the court shall provide the parent the list pursuant to 
subsection (b) . 

Any of the following may apply to the court for referral to an agency listed 



under subsection (b) for the purpose of receiving adoption-related counseling 
services, paid from the fund under subsection (el: 

- -  A parent, or an intermediary acting on behalf of the parent, who is 
contemplating either relinquishment of parental rights or an execution of a consent 
to adoption. 

- -  A parent, or an intermediary acting on behalf of the parent, who has either 
filed a petition to relinquish their parental rights or has executed a consent to 
adoption and has not been offered adoption-related counseling services. 

This section also provides a fund for those who cannot afford adoption-related 
counseling services. On an annual basis and consistent with rules set by the 
administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, the county shall report to the Court 
Administrator of Pennsylvania all of the following: 

- -  The amount of money available in the segregated county fund established for 
adoption-related counseling services; 

-- The number of requests to the court for referral to adoption-related 
counseling services; 

- -  The amount paid from the fund for adoption-related counseling services; and 
- -  The estimated per-parent cost of adoption-related counseling services. 

Currently, 23 Pa.C.S. 52505 provides that the court shall compile a list of 
qualified counselors and counseling services (including all adoption agencies) which 
are available to counsel natural parents within the county who are contemplating 
relinquishment or termination of parental rights pursuant to this part. Such list 
shall be distributed to every agency, hospital or other facility providing maternity 
care within the county and shall be made available upon request to any intermediary 
or licensed health care professional. Any hospital or other facility providing 
maternity care shall provide this compiled list of available counselors and 
counseling services to its maternity patients who are known to be considering 
relinquishment or termination of parental rights pursuant to this part. The patient 
shall sign an acknowledgment of receipt of such list prior to discharge, a copy of 
which receipt shall be provided to the patient. 

Additionally, 23 Pa.C.S. 82505 currently provides that if the parent whose 
rights are to be terminated is present in court, the court shall inquire whether he 
or she has received the above-mentioned counseling prior to entering a decree of 
termination of parental rights pursuant to 52503 (relating to hearing) or S2504 
(relating to alternative procedure for relinquishment). If the parent has not 
received such counseling, the court may, with the parent's consent, refer the parent 
to an agency or qualified counselor for the purpose of receiving such counseling. 
In no event shall the court delay the completion of any hearing pursuant to 82503 or 
52504 for more than 15 days in order to provide for such counseling. 

Any parent who has filed a petition to relinquish his or her parental rights, or 
has executed a consent to adoption, and is in need of counseling concerning the 
relinquishment or consent, and the alternatives thereto, may apply to the court for 
referral to an agency or qualified counselor listed by a court punIuant to 
subsection (b) for the purpose of receiving such counseling. The court has the 
discretion to make such a referral if the court finds that making this reference 
benefits the parent. 

EXPENSES OF INTERMEDIARIES: 



Subsection (d) of 23 Pa.c.S. S2533 (relating to Permissible reimbursement of 
expenses) is amended to permit payments made by the adoptive parents to an 
intermediary or a third party for reimbursement of expenses incurred by the natural 
parent(s) for adoption-related counseling services. 

Currently, 23 Pa.C.S. §2533(d) states that payments made by the adoptive parents 
to an intermediary or a third party for reimbursement of the following expenses, 
calculated without regard to the income of the adoptive parents, are permissible and 
are not in violation of 18 Pa.C.S. S4305 (relating to. dealing in infant children) : 

- -  Medical and hospital expenses incurred by the natural mother for prenatal 
care and those medical and hospital expenses incurred by the natural mother and 
child incident to birth. 

- -  Medical, hospital and foster care expenses incurred on behalf of the child 
prlor to the decree of adoption. 

- -  Reasonable expenses incurred by the agency or a third party for adjustment 
counseling and training services provided to the adoptive parents and for home 
studies or investigations. 

- -  Reasonable administrative expenses incurred by the agency, to include 
overhead costs and attorney fees, 

CONSENTS TO ADOPTION: 

Subsection (c) of 23 Pa.C.S. S2711 (relating to Consents necessary to adoption) 
is amended to provide that a parent(s) of an adoptee pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. 12711 
(a) (3) may revoke a consent to an adoption only within 30 days of the signing of the 
consent. Subsection (d) (1) is also amended to require a person consenting to an 
adoption to acknowledge the 30-day revocation restriction within the content s of 
the consent. 

Under 23 Pa.C.S. 32711 (a) (3), consent for an adoption is required of the 
parents or surviving parent of an adoptee who has not reached the age of 18 years. 
Currently, subsection (c) states that any consent to an adoption may only be revoked 
prior to the entry of a decree of terminat5on of parental rights or the entry of a 
decree of adoption, whichever occurs earlier. The revocation of a consent shall be 
in writing and shall be served upon the agency or adult to whom the child was 
relinquished. 

MEDICAL HISTORY INFORMATION: 

Section 2909 (relating to Medical history information) is amended to require 
that the department make available to courts, adoption agencies and indiyiduals 
medical history information forms that enable parents whose rights have been 
terminated to register and update medical history information with the Department of 
Public Welfare and with the court which entered the decree of termination. 

Currently, 23 'Pa.C.S. S2909 makes these medical history information forms 
available upon request. 

APPLICATION: 

This act would apply to actions initiated on or after the effective date of the 
act. 



EFFECTIVE DATE: 

This legislation takes effect in 60 days. 

B. EXISTING LAW: 

(For easier readability, a brief summary of the existing statutes has been 
included under each heading ofthe preliminary summary.) 

Additionally, Senate Resolution 72 of 1995 directs the Joint State Government 
Commission to establish a task force and advisory committee to study issues relating 
to adoption law on an ongoing basis and to present its findings and legislative 
recommendations to the General Assembly. The Adoption Advisory Committee - 
consisting of judges, attorneys, natural parents, adoptive parents, advocates, a 
court administrator, and a representative of the DPW - was appointed in December of 
1997 and has been focusing on four main topics; termination, special needs 
placement, and search information (open records). Materials being reviewed include 
the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 and the Model State Adoption Act, 
developed under the authority of the Child Abuse Prevention, Treatment, and Adoption 
Reform Act of 1978 (all federal laws). The committee is also studying the Uniform 
Adoption Act, case law, adoption literature, and the laws of other states. 
Procedurally, the committee will prepare proposed amendments to the Adoption Act and 
present them to the bi-partisan Task Force on Adoptions (consisting of 4 senators 
and 4 representatives). Should the task force accept these proposals, the 
legislation will be introduced by the task force members. A report of the 
committee's findings is due Spring, 2000. 
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