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Chilief Counsel 
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RE: :HOUSE B1L.L llCl  

Dear hir. Schwoyer; 

TlzaA fbr i~lx-iting ~ I G  to tmtify at U7ed1~es&y's hearing on House Resolution 
110 regarding the pubIication of 1sga.l notices. Unhlmnately, mny schedule does not 
permit me to testifit in person, 1 a n  subrni~ng tlis letter and ask that it be nude p.;u-t of 
t,he record. 

n i e  Antican Ci\'il Liberties Uriion of Pe~lllsykania is encowaged by tlie fact 
that the Ji~dicktry Corm~littec is st'i~dying the issue of publication of legal notices 
particuldrl:,. v\itll rc4-d .-. to proceedings before legislative ar~d achninistrtive bodies. The 
A.C:C..U is scippol-ti\~z of open goveimlent mcl believes this. ~lluch nore can be done to 
provide citizens x\itI1 gre,ater access to infomlation about hu~v their governmellt works 
and decisions that are bAng made by elected officials. 

We recognize that newspapers play an important rule in notiQillg the public about 
j.iidiciri1, 1zgislat.ive and administrative proceedings. We be1ie'~~a that. much of the 
ir~onnatioa on such proceedings that is published in newspapers can also he 
ciissernimted via the.l'ntr.met, computers md other electronic means. i!'r think t l a t  a 
good deal of the public would fi.11d it far easier to access such infom~atioa if it was ra..ily 
ii\Jiiil~~blc on cnlrlputers loc.:i~ed in their l~ornes;l,usinesses and public libraries. 

We k n ~ ~ w  =I increasing number of citizens are going "on-he" to keep cibre,~. of 
evems that they care about. It is quite timely for the ConlrnonweaIth and political 
silhdi.visions to look at 7vays they can avail themselves of advalces in electronic 
co~~~~~i~uuicationr.  
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At the sane time, in order for all citizens to have access to electronic public.atioa 
of legal notices, it will beconie iriore crit.ica1 for the (Iornnlot~wealtl~ to 11mke sure that all 
public libraries are eit~~ipped with Internet acccess a ~ d  tlmt such access is truly available. 
if electrorii: publica.tion becoules .m option for providing notice ( a d  hope rhat i~ 
i\ill), then consicler.;tiun sl~ou~ld be given to providing libraries wit11 s~1Ecies1t resources 
st:, that tllej. can remaill ope11 at nights and on weekends. It may dso n1m.n that careful 
tha~kght be. gi.ven to ensure tllat patroas are 110t hindered in their use of the Internet h~ 
urmecessa.1-y riles and I-egulations. 

Oric-e again, think you for so1icitin.g m- input on tlis manner. Please feel free to 
cc~~~tsc t .  me should yuu hive any questions about cius views. 

Very truly yours, ,7 


