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To: jamesmdawes@comcast.net 
Subject :  HB1596 

To House P ro fess i ona l  L icensure Committee: 

My name i s  Ma rc i  Stoner and I am an American Sign Language I n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  work ing i n  Pennsylvania. I have a Bachelors Degree i n  American Sign 
Language/ Eng l i sh  I n t e r p r e t i n g  f rom Bloomsburg U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  I received i n  
August o f  2007. I a l s o  have a passing score f o r  t h e  Na t i ona l  I n t e r p r e t e r  
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  (NIC) W r i t t e n  Test. Both documents prove how s k i l l e d  I am as an 
i n t e r p r e t e r .  I do understand and respect  t h e  meaning behind Act  57, a t  t h e  same 
t ime, w i t h  t h e  s k i l l  t h a t  I have acqui red I f e e l  as though Act  57 i s  ho ld ing  me 
back f rom reach ing  my f u l l e s t  p o t e n t i a l .  Therefore, I am i n  support  o f  House B i l l  
1596 so my s k i l l  w i l l  advance. 

I have f o l l owed  t h e  Reg i s t r y  o f  I n t e r p r e t e r s  f o r  t h e  Deaf (RID), Code o f  
P ro fess i ona l  Conduct (CPC), p rev i ous l y  known as t h e  Code o f  E th i cs  s ince I was 
t augh t  about i t  i n  co l lege .  The second t e n e t  o f  t h e  CPC i s  about Profess ional ism.  
I n  my I n t e r p r e t e r  T ra i n i ng  Program (ITP) I have l e a r n  about p ro fess iona l i sm a t  
i t s  best .  I ' v e  learned which p lace i s  best  f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  s i t  o r  stand, 
so t h a t  t h e  consumer can see them c l ea r l y ,  I have a l so  learned and understood 
when t o  d e c l i n e  t h e  assignment because I may no t  have enough experience. 
Experience i s  something t h a t  takes t ime  t o  acquire.  Cu r ren t l y  Pennsylvania has 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on what i n t e r p r e t i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  I may have access to,  t he re fo re  my 
exper ience i s  l i m i t e d .  By passing HB 1596 I f e e l  t h a t  by i n t e r p r e t i n g  i n  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  (business, medical, e tc . )  my p ro fess iona l i sm as w e l l  as t h e  
understanding t h i s  evo l v i ng  language w i l l  o n l y  improve. 

Under t h e  Code o f  P ro fess iona l  Conduct where i t  l i s t s  A p p l i c a b i l i t y ,  Sect ion A i t  
s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  CPC app l i es  t o  both c e r t i f i e d  and assoc ia te  members o f  t h e  
Reg i s t r y  o f  I n t e r p r e t e r s  f o r  t h e  Deaf. An assoc ia te  member i s  one who i n t e r p r e t s  
b u t  i s  no t  y e t  c e r t i f i e d .  

I, as w e l l  as o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  have c reden t i a l s  f o r  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  
such as an Associates o r  Bachelors Degree and passing score on t h e  NIC Wr i t t en  
Test, and by be ing members o f  RID we a re  requ i red  t o  do our  bes t  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  
Code o f  P ro fess iona l  Conduct. With these c reden t i a l s  we a re  q u a l i f i e d  t o  work 
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  assignments than  what Act  57 has l i m i t e d  us t o .  I as w e l l  as o the r  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  w i l l  keep i n f o rma t i on  con f i den t i a l ,  make e t h i c a l  dec is ions  and 
cont inue t o  become more knowledgeable o f  t h e  p ro fess ion  as t ime  goes on. 

By passing Pennsylvania House B i l l  1596 t o  a l l ow  n o n - c e r t i f i e d  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o  
r e g i s t e r  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  u n t i l  c e r t i f i e d ,  w i l l  open t h e  doors t o  many adequate 
i n t e r p r e t e r s .  I f  t h i s  mission i s  successful, i ns tead  o f  p rov i d i ng  se rv i ce  t o  
another s ta te ,  I w i l l  p lan  t o  s tay  i n  my home s t a t e  o f  Pennsylvania and g i v e  back 
t o  t h i s  commonwealth. Through t h e  competence t h a t  I have w i t h  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i n g  
profess ion,  I w i l l  p rov ide  t h e  best  I can t o  t h e  Deaf Community. 

Thank You, 
Ma rc i  M. Stoner 


