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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Good mor ni ng.

You know that we usually suspend with the
written statement. We'll submt that for the record.

I f you could start by introducing your
panel .

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: They may i ntroduce
t hensel ves.

Ci ndy.

DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNN: "' m Ci ndy Dunn,
Deputy Secretary for Conservation and Techni cal
Servi ces.

DEPUTY SECRETARY CALVAN: Good mor ni ng.

Rita Cal van. |'"'m the Deputy Secretary for
Adm ni stration.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: l"m Jim Grace,
Deputy Secretary for State Parks and Forestry.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: And I'm M ke
Di Berardinis, Secretary of DCNR

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you.

This is a joint hearing, and we have the
Chai rman of the Environmental Resources Commttee,
Representative Scott Hutchi nson.

Scott, please.

REPRESENTATI VE HUTCHI NSON: Thank you,

M. Chair man.
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Thank you, M. Secretary.
' mgoing to focus this part of ny

guestioning on the State forests. And in particular,

| ooking at the budget, it seens that you have about
2 mllion extra dollars for State forest operations
in there.

| was really trying to figure out how that
money is going to be used, especially in |light of the
fact that -- | also | ooked, you know, on the revenue
si de. | was hoping sonme of this noney would be used
to pronote some nore tinbering maybe, but on the
revenue side of the budget, | believe there is no
increase for timber sales revenue.

So could you comment on those, you know,
where that $2 mllion is going?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: | f you don't m nd,
| would punt this over to Deputy Secretary Grace.

REPRESENTATI VE HUTCHI NSON: Okay.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: To answer your
question, most of the $2 mlIlion will go for the
i ncreased wai ver costs in this budget cycle. The
fact that that $2 mllion is required there, it |ooks
like a | arge anount, a relatively | arge anount,
except when you | ook at the fact that in the Bureau

of Forestry, about 60 percent of the revenue to carry
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out all the operations of the Bureau of Forestry
comes fromtheir timber augmentations.

So while that General Fund noney is a
relatively small ampunt, now probably what you're
al so aware of, in the |l ast year or year and a half,
the income fromtimber sales has taken -- there's
been a significant drop. And for the nmost part, it's
not in terms of the quantity but it's accrued to the
price. The price for oak went down significantly.
The price for nmost of the quality hardwoods has gone
down.

So that's been remaining -- while that
nunmber has gone up probably every year for the | ast
15 years, now we're at a point where it is |leveling
of f and even hopefully it may drop. Since that's
about 60 percent of the income for sponsoring the
bureau, it's an inmportant nunber.

So that number is remaining stable because
it reflects that those timber prices have remained
down. We're hoping they'Il go back up. We' re hopi ng
t he actual nunmber is actually | arger. But | think
the realistic viewright nowis that it's going to be
smaller than it has been in the past.

REPRESENTATI VE HUTCHI NSON: Well, 1"l just

add a little coda about -- you know, | probably don't
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even have to for you, that you know where |I'm com
from-- that we want to be ever vigilant that a

heal t hy anount of cutting is done. And, you know,

you do conmparisons to private property, some would

say that not enough cutting is occurring on State

forests. But, you know, know that there are those

us here that want to keep you as close as possible

ng

of

as

we can to making sure that a healthy amount of tinber

is taken from our forests for the health of that
forest as well as for the health of our State's
econony.

' m going to ask one nore question at this
poi nt, and that focuses on forestry also but in a
little bit different angle, and that's with the gy
nmot h.

"1l say there's a possibility of problens
there more than anything, and nmy understanding is
t hat you folks originally asked for nmore noney for
that, foreseeing a problem You asked for about
$1.5 mllion more than you ended up getting. And
there are many people who are concerned about the
i nfestation of gypsy noths.

Are you going to be able to handle that?
you need nore resources?

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: | think we're

pSy

Do
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fairly -- well, actually, conpared to where we
t hought we'd be this year, we're very confortable.

We've got an increase of $3 mllion com ng
fromthe State General Fund for the program Al so,
we're very fortunate that we got a mllion and a half
dol I ars of Federal nmoney, which we frankly weren't
expecting to get that much.

So | think with those two sources, certainly
you're going to see a | arge expansion over what we
did | ast year. So we're going from a program of
about 70,000 acres to 200, 000 acres. So | think when
all is said and done, this year we're going to be
just about at capacity with what our human resources
can handl e.

So we feel fairly good that we're going to
handl e the situation relatively well this year.

REPRESENTATI VE HUTCHI NSON: Okay. Thank
you. | will suspend with questions at this point.

Thank you

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you.

Representative John Siptroth.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Thank you very
much, M. Chairman.

M. Secretary and staff, good morning.

| have a couple questions. Nunmber one,




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

regarding the $2.4 mllion allocation that DCNR wil |
adm ni ster for the flood plain maps, if you could
expound on that. Is that going to kind of bring us
up to date currently?

A number of nmy constituents were fl ooded
that were not in the defined area, and they were
unable to obtain flood insurance. And as we continue
to mtigate this Del aware River flooding issue with
t he New York DEP, they are going to be susceptible to
addi tional fl ooding.

So if you could just give nme an update on
that, | would appreciate that very nmuch.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Sur e,
Represent ati ve.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: And then | have a
coupl e of other questions. Thank you.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: The fl ood plain
mappi ng that you refer to was part of a program
call ed PA MAP, which DCNR is the |lead State agency in
buil ding the most, one of the nmost sophisticated
di gital mapping programs in the country.

We've been at it for about 4 years, and this
year we want to conplete -- and all of this is built
on flyovers. So it's very expensive to get the

aerial photography in place, and that $2.4 mllion
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will be used to conplete the remai ning one-third of
the State that we need to cover. And then we'll have
the entire State mapped -- flown, photographed, and
mapped.

And then any | ocal governnment, county
governnment, or State agency that needs this, not only
for certainly understanding flood threats but also
for a whole range of planning tools -- PENNDOT for
doing their road restoration or planning, DEP for
their work along the watersheds -- FEMA and PEMA both
rely on this data.

So we're really proud of this project and of

this tool. We think over time -- and | mean in a
very short period of time -- the utility of this
mappi ng system wi ||l just be extraordinary with al

its many uses for planning, particularly for us on
the State |l evel but also for county and | ocal
governments.

So when we're finished that flyover, we will
have conpleted the entire State. And then the
challenge will be in the future to keep that data
updated. So that would be the |long-term
intermedi ate and | ong-term question that | think we
wi Il have to face.

But right now, once the flyover is done, we
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will have the conmplete map of the State, and we will
pronmote and hel p educate people as to its utility.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Okay. And once
that flyover and the mapping is conplete, you wil
forward that to FEMA for their input---

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Ri ght .

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: ---and
justification.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Ri ght now, in fact,
we work pretty closely with themin this process. So
we're not bringing themin at the back end. They're
with us, FEMA and PEMA, on the front end as well.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Okay. Gr eat .

The next question regards the gypsy moth in
t he northeast -- not as wi despread as what we've seen
in the past, but there are significant pockets of
total defoliation, and that's somewhat of a concern.
And the newer residents moving into the area
certainly have not adopted well to the gypsy noths as
our | ocal residents have. They find themto be
somewhat of a pest, and they certainly are.

| understand that there has been an increase
in the Governor's budget of 1.8 percent, and wil
t hat be sufficient, do you think, to address that

gypsy noth infestation?
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SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: We do.

The programis primarily a forest-based
program so when you get into residential areas, it's
hard to fly a helicopter over and spray residenti al
areas or communities that are somewhat mldly
forested.

But relative to where the infestation is

greatest and where there are |l arge blocks of forested

area, we are confident. We project the program will
be over $7 mllion, so we're confident -- and cover
roughly 200,000 acres -- we're confident that we will

be able to address the problemin a reasonable and
prof essional fashion.

| think some of the questions and that kind
of was your question is these residential areas that
do not afford a flyover.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Yes.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: There are
treatments that are avail able, but they're nore
on-the-ground treatments and not using the
helicopter, and that takes us out of the gane.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Okay.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: So our programis
basically for forested areas.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: I n years past,
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there was a partnership program between DCNR, at

| east adm ni stered through DCNR, and | ocal

muni ci palities whereas |ocal municipalities would
offer a match and DCNR woul d offer a match for

flyovers, and also then the property owner thenselves

woul d offer a portion of those noneys. | s that
program still avail able?
SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: | "' m going to ask

Jimto answer that.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Sur e.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: Yes, and | think of
t he projected 200,000 acres this year, alnmost, |
t hink, 70,000 to 80,000 are in that category.

As the Secretary was alluding, we are
spraying predom nately areas were people live in
rural forested areas, and those are the communities
that we're dealing with.

Where it gets touchier is where | would
describe it -- and this isn't so much the Poconos,
but in other parts of the State where you get closer
to a golf course environment and a forested housing
environment, it starts to get more conplicated.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Okay. And one
ot her question, M. Chairman?

The Heritage and Parks Program has a
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79.7-percent reduction this year, | noticed. | s that
program bei ng replaced by another program or is that
just going by the wayside?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: That programis
under Cindy's deputate, and |I'Il ask her to answer
t he questi on.

DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNN: Okay. We asked for
1.95, | believe, in that, and every year the
Legi sl ature has added noney to that. W asked for
1.95 |l ast year and it was raised, so.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Okay.

DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNN: It's the same as
what we asked for |ast year.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Avail able in
2007- 08, according to my records here, it was $9.6
mllion, and this year the Governor's request is 1.9,

DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNN: Yes.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Yeah; that's our
annual request, and then through the budget process,
t hrough the | egislative process, that amount gets
rai sed.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Okay.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: So this is no
di fferent than our annual request in previous years.

REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: All right. And
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you still are adm nistering that program? |s that
correct?
DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNN: Yes.
REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Okay. Thank you
very much, M. Secretary and staff.
SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Thank you
REPRESENTATI VE SI PTROTH: Thank you, M.
Chai r man.
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you,
Representative Siptroth.
Representative Mario Scavell o, please.
REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Thank you,
M. Chairman, and good morning.
SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Good mor ni ng.
REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: | "' m going to beat

up a dead horse. W're going to go back to gypsy

nmot hs.

Is it too late for a municipality to sign
on?

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: Yes. | believe
t he deadline was, | believe, September or October.

So at this point, the contracts have been | et.
What's going to happen has been dict at ed.
SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: It's not an

artificial deadline, and that is really the demands




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

16

to get the flights up and running in this early
spring. So we can't start any later than the fall to
begin the negotiations with the contractors to talk
to the counties. So it's the end product that

determ nes when we start, not our decision.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Is it accurate to
assume that that formula has been weakened, that it
doesn't do the job that it used to do?

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: In the | ast year,
particularly when you get very aggressive buil ding
popul ations, and this can be weather dependent and a
| ot of other things, | think the feeling |ast year
where those very high popul ations were and they were
expandi ng, that the formulation of BT which they
utilized was not as effective as it has been in past
years.

They' re doubling that formulation this year
with the BT in hopes of inmproving that. But the
nature of this insect -- and thank God it's been
probably 15 years since it was really bad before,
because people start to forget. \When the popul ation
is really growing, it's a very difficult time, and
the spraying is not going to correct all those and
it's inpossible to do so.

| think we're trying to do the best we can
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with an environnmentally acceptable fornmul ation.
We're going to try to up that to deal with the
problems that we had | ast year, and hopefully we'll
get better results this year.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: You know, | ast

year -- | don't think I've ever seen the devastation
by tent caterpillars in any other year -- but | ast
year, last year driving on 80, on any of the

hi ghways, the tent caterpillar took over the whole
tree.

Do we do anything? Are we doing anything?
Does the tree come back?

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: In nost years, if a
har dwood tree gets defoliated -- now the tent
caterpillar tends to attack the tree later in the
year.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Yes.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: So insects that
defoliate the tree after July and August, the tree
has al ready produced their food for the year, and so
it's much | ess damagi ng at that point, whereas the
gypsy moth, which is a very early spring defoliator,
the tree has to | eaf out. So you do that two or
three times, and it can have a negative impact on the

tree.
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But the long-term health of the tree is
somewhat dependent on whet her you have nultiple
defoliations and al so whether you have good noisture
condi tions. | f you combat defoliation with drought,
it tends to be much nmore damagi ng. | f you have good
growi ng cycles, a tree sometimes can deal with
certainly a single defoliation and someti mes two or
three and not be -- obviously, they slow their growth
down, but you don't get excessive nortality.

So a lot will depend on the other weather
condi tions.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Yeah; |'m assum ng
t hat we don't have anything at all for the tent
caterpillars? W don't do anything at all; am
correct? There are no prograns?

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: In certain years,
we have actually had a spray program for some of the
i nsect pests. We're not doing anything with that
right now, and that tends to be nmuch nmore sporadic
and not as enconpassing as the gypsy noth.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Okay.

What is the status of the O | and Gas Lease
Fund, and how is it used?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Well, the revenue

produced fromthe fund is approximately $5 mllion a
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year, and that fund, by law, that fund has to go back
into the upkeep and support of the department in its
work in parks and forests.

And that's really inportant nmoney to us. |t
allows us to do things that we wouldn't ordinarily be
able to do out of our operating dollars. So, for
i nstance, sone | arge equi pment purchases are
absolutely essential to do some of the work,
mai nt enance work, that we have to do, and we can nove
t hrough that program

So it's a good source of income; we depend
on it, and it's been pretty healthy the [ ast few
years.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Yeah; that was ny
next questi on. Do you anticipate an increase in
permts, because | see there is an increase in
permts.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Yes. We will do
over 100 permts.

" 11 ask Jim How many new permts will we
do? He's asking about permts.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: We put in about --
| think on the areas that we have | eased this year,
we saw probably 150 new wells go into those | eased

ar eas. So there will be increased revenue.
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REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Any successes?

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: Pardon ne?

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: In the drillings,
have there been any successes?

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: Oh, yeah, nmost of
t hose have been successes.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Very good. Thank
you very much.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: You' re wel come.

REPRESENTATI VE SCAVELLO: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you.

Representative Greg Vitali, please.

REPRESENTATI VE VI TALI : Thank you,
M. Chair man.

Thank you, M. Secretary, along with your
staff, for com ng here today.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Thank you

REPRESENTATI VE VI TALI : Recently |I've been
heari ng about one of your progranms, the Conservation
Landscape Initiatives.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE VI TALI : | don't know a | ot
about that. | think the commttee m ght be

interested in knowing a little nore.
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SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Sur e.

REPRESENTATI VE VI TALI : | know you' ve had
some success in north-central Pennsyl vani a.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Ri ght .

REPRESENTATI VE VI TALI : Could you maybe tell
us what is happening there and maybe some ot her areas
of the State you mght like to apply that to?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Thank you

This idea is trying to | ook where there's
| arge concentrations of public |and and seeing how
can we el evate, not only the sort of environmental
and ecol ogical value of those |ands but through
wor king with | ocal government, nonprofits, and
busi nesses, how do we extend the social and econom c
val ue as wel |l ?

So it's trying to sort of move in and pay
attention to our stewardship and our managenent
practices, and at the same time try to do a better
job at that, and at the same time trying to connect
more people to those resources and have that be nore
a part of their lives in their communities, and at
the same time see if we can build nmore sort of robust
and sustai nabl e econom es.

And t he Pennsylvania Wlds is sort of the

one that we've spent the most time on. We started
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very early. What we have done there is we've
invested significantly into the public lands in that
area to inprove not only the environmental integrity
and ecological integrity of those |lands but also to
have an i mproved outdoor experience for folks that
really ties them and connects them to nature.

So we're doing a lot of trail work --
i mprove our trails, interpret our trails. W're
attempting to maintain public access to the
wat erways. So if you |l ook at the map of the State,
we're actually losing public access to waterways.
We're trying to maintain and expand public access.

We're running outdoor prograns |like we have
never done before -- kayaking, canoeing, rock
climbing, bird watching, hiking, you know,
introduction to fishing, nmountain biking. So not
only connecting people, but connecting themin a way
that really builds stewardship and keeps themthere
for a I onger amount of time, and then, therefore,
hopefully they will be eating out and buying gifts,
things |Ii ke that, and generating the | ocal econony.

In addition to that, we're doing around --
this is sort of a simlar approach around the State.
We're working with the [ocal government, not just by

ourselves but with DCED, to do the kind of good
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pl anni ng, so we're supporting -- we have a 12-county
pl anni ng group that is the vehicle to support any
infrastructure needs that may grow from i ncreased
visitation.

So for instance, in Benezette there are I|ike
100, 000 people cone to this little town. | think
there are probably 100, 150 people in the town. They
get 100,000 visitors a year to do el k watching and
ot her kinds of outdoor activities there.

We' ve worked with PENNDOT on road repair
t here. So we're working very closely with PENNDOT to
make sure that their work is on time to support the
| ocal infrastructure. We've put in public bathrooms
into their park recently so people have a place to
take care of thenselves when they're there, and there
are very few restaurants or places they could use.

So that's the kind of work -- we're worKking
with DEP on some of the acid m ne work, acid m ne
drai nage work, to make sure that the inmportant
streans are remedi ated that would add to the outdoor
features -- fishing and kayaki ng and boati ng.

So it's a coordinated effort there and then
a coordinated effort down to the |l ocal government, to
county government to the | ocal government. And t hen

on top of that, we're working with a | ot of the
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i ndustries, sort of the folks that are the
entrepreneurial class that wants to get in on this,
particularly the artists. So we're working with DCED
with an artisans group that is trying to stimulate

hi gh-quality art products and craft products that
could be a synbol of that part of State.

So it's a very exciting program I f you
| ook, just look at the visitation up there, it
outstrips the State and the country in terms of its
i ncreases over the past couple of years.

So we don't have conpl ete data, but we do
have some early data that suggests that it's working.

REPRESENTATI VE VI TALI : | mean, it sounds
li ke a great program Are there any other regions of
the State where you think this m ght be appropriate
for?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Well, yes. And t he
backbone of this is where -- it's not that we don't
work in other areas, but what attracts us there is
the | arge public-1land hol di ngs.

Anot her area that we're very interested in
working in is in the Laurel Highlands, where there's
a great deal of State parks and State forest | ands
and kind of some of the same dynam cs. So we're

wor king with the county conmm ssioners; we're worKking
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very closely with the fol ks at Ohi opyle, and |I can't
remenmber the township.

Ci ndy, what township?

DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNN: Stewart Townshi p.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Stewart Townshi p.
We're working very closely with them about reshaping
Ohi opyl e and our park that sort of reflects their
interest, their municipal interest, their business
interest, their community interest.

We're working with both -- DCED is working
very closely with us down there. W' ve done a
recreation plan that | think will, at |east on the
public lands with our investment of Grow ng Greener
money, will, | think, make between Washi ngton and
Baltimore and Pittsburgh, make that probably one of
the prem er outdoor destinations on the East Coast
and certainly in those two metropolitan regions.

So we're trying to duplicate the work there.
That's not just about bringing nore people there. | t
is about that, but it's also about inproving our
stewardship of the public | ands, connecting people to
t he outdoors and building a stewardship ethic, and
t hen working closely with | ocal government, county
government, nonprofits and busi nesses where the State

can present itself as unified as it can, as unified a
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partner as it can.

So again, it's very exciting. W're getting
great results and a | ot of enthusiasm on the ground.

REPRESENTATI VE VI TALI : Okay. Thank you.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Thank you

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you.

Representati ve Gordon Denlinger

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

Good nor ni ng.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Good mor ni ng.

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: | would like to
get into -- well, just an initial comment to follow
up on Representative Scavello's comments on the
gypsy-noth issue.

| do hear conpl aints about the State program
and the weakened fornmula for the spraying of gypsy
mot h, and |I'm encouraged to hear that you are
strengt hening the fornula.

In the |l ocal comunities that | represent,
the word kind of spread that if you really want to
deal with the issue, ignore the State program and go
out and privately contract for that. So | just want
to add a word of encouragement on that point.

| did want to get to the flyover mapping
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t hat you have been doing and specifically ask,

under stand that DCNR has undertaken an effort to do
some infrared photography to try to gauge the deer
popul ation. Are those two efforts conjoined or are
t hose separated?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: They are very
di fferent technol ogi es.

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: Okay.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: One is flown at
night, right? The infrared for the deer is flown at
night, and it's a very different technol ogy. And
somehow, and | don't know how they do it, but they
can sort of pick up the deer in the night. | think
it's heat based.

And | think it was about 2 years ago we
concl uded those flyovers with the Game Conmm ssi on.
We t hought that was very successful because it did
add anot her piece of data to the debate, and that has
sort of been our approach. We think the best
information, the best science, the best data, the
best research, is what's needed, at |east from our
perspective, to guide our practice and to support
ot hers.

So that's why we did that. W did that in

conjunction with the Game Conm ssi on. But we have
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not done that -- | think a year and a half ago we
probably finished that. We have not flown since
t hen. But they're not connected.

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: | did reviewthe
results of that, and ny question is perhaps a bit
dat ed. | was under the impression you were going to
continue that or perhaps do it again in the future.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Well, |I'm not
sayi ng no. We're just not doing it now, and we're
not currently -- at least as far as | know, maybe Jim
knows -- having any significant discussions with the
comm ssi on about continuing that at this moment, but
| would not rule it out either.

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: Coul d you share
with the commttee here the policy of DCNR with
regard to the purchase of additional | and.

Currently, | guess we have what, 2 mllion acres of
State forest |and, and we are evidently struggling to
manage all that we have.

What is your policy going forward, and can
we really handl e what we have?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Yeah; well, that's
al ways a question when we're purchasing |land to take
into either the State park and the State forest

system
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The other acquisition possibility is we work
with a county or a local nmunicipality, and it's
theirs or it's some nonprofits to manage. So we do
bot h.

And relative to the State forests and State
parks, | fight with Jim around every acquisition.
|'mteasing. W argue a little bit, and it's good.
It's a healthy debate about what are the resources---

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: Fi ght on the plus
side or the against side?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Well, it's really
about, either parks or forests, are the resources
avai |l able to manage the additional |and?

Now, there are two ways of |ooking at it.

One is, some land is very inmportant to acquire
because it's adjoining land; it's an inholding; it's
a very inmportant space around the existing public

| ands, and we have no di sagreement around that. W
are serious about that. That hel ps us manage the

| and better when we strategically buy smaller parcels
around the existing public | ands.

The bigger question is, you're picking up
10, 000 acres or 5,000 acres that may adjoin the State
forest, but it's a big piece of |land; do we have the

management capabilities? That's always the question,
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al ways the question in that. And sometimes we turn
it down, sonmetimes we | ook for another manager
dependi ng on, you know, whether or not we feel |ike
it's an appropriate fit and are resources needed.

On the other side, though, when it's a | ocal
muni ci pality, a local township, a county, a
nonprofit, my only rule is if the State |egislator in
the district is for it and the county wants to
co-invest or we have a co-investor, then we're fine.
But if the Senator or the Representative is against
it, we don't need to do it.

That's my policy. That's not anything --
maybe when | leave it will change. And then after
t hat we have to work with the county and | ocal
of ficials. But if there's an objection on that side
of the acquisition program | have no problem
fol ding, because you appropriate the money. You're a
st akehol der. You're an interest group in this
process, and | want to respect that.

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: Can you share
with the commttee -- | don't know if you have this
information on hand -- how much | and has been
acquired since you' ve becone Secretary?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Yeah. No, we've

acquired quite a bit of | and. | think the number is
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around 100, 000 acres.

Cindy, am | close there?

DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNN: Yes. It is going to
be a couple thousand above that.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Yeah; so we're over
100, 000 acres. |'"d like to think that was done in a
strategic way. | mean, that is, where there's | ocal
support; where there's real |everaged investment,
that we're not the only ones lifting; that there's
f oundati on support, there's county support, there's
| ocal government support, there's private investor
support. So that's the other feature, that it has
some environmental or ecological inmportance.

So we're trying to go to where, you know,
there's value, not just, well, there's some green
space there. MWhat is the value of that green space?
And then, what's the social value as well? \What are
the recreation val ues?

So we have a formula; we have a statew de
approach, and | think it works pretty well.

In fact, we have been well funded, too.
mean, | would congratul ate the Legislature for
supporting Growi ng Greener |l, because that has
absol utely enhanced our capabilities to work with

county and | egal governnment in this effort.
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REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: One fi nal
comment, | guess, with regard to budgeting
phil osophy. We got into the question -- | forget who
it was that had asked about the heritage and other
parks and that budget |ine, of course, being cut
dramatically in your subm ssion.

You know, | hear various folks who come
before this commttee state, well, you know, that's
the Legislature's initiative; that noney al ways gets
put back in. However, as we work with you to seek
your guidance as far as the statement of your
priorities as a department and we see, you know,
certain itenms increased and others cut dramatically,
to this Representative that |ooks |ike, you know, the
famly that had to make some hard decisions and
maybe, you know, in a $1,000 budget they had $600 for
housi ng, you know, $300 for food, and $100 for fuel,
and for that we cut the 2-week vacation because that
really became an expendabl e.

So as | look at that item is that an
expendable or is that something that you val ue or
prioritize?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Well, here's what
we value. Our dollars -- and, Cindy, correct me if

l*"mwrong -- that 1.9 is really to keep those
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organi zati ons operating. It's a base commtnment to
the heritage groups. And they have to go out and
fundraise to keep thensel ves afloat, but we give them
t hat baseline investment that allows them to, again,
rai se nore money and to continue to, you know,
advance and i mprove their prograns. So that's our
request, and it's real, honest to goodness operating
dol I ars.

Usual | y what goes beyond that are the
programmati c doll ars. So we feel like we've
mai nt ai ned our comm tment, both staffing from our
central office and regional office to those groups,
as well as our comm tment to their sort of continued
exi stence and ability to adm nister the prograns.

Then we nove into, | think, a whole nother
area, which is really a programmatic area, which is

really, | think -- and | hope |I'm not disagreeing
with you -- but it's not our purview as it is to kind
of begin to get into the progranmmatic real m of this.
We want to keep them healthy. We want to keep them
connected to our organization and connected to our
bi gger initiatives.

But then after that, you know, we sort of

| et go and in some ways woul d seek the gui dance from

t he Legi sl ature about what your interests and your
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priorities are.

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: | appreciate
t hat . You know, in a tough budget year as we | ook at
the priorities that you've submtted, we use that as
gui dance, and | think that caught up a bit with the
Department of Agriculture in the |last cycle where
certain itenms were cut fairly dramatically with the
expectation that we would rush right back in, and we
were unable to do so.

So that's just the reality of budgets, but
t hank you.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Thank you

REPRESENTATI VE DENLI NGER: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you.

Representative John Mers.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Thank you,
M. Chair man.

M. Secretary and Deputy Secretaries, good
mor ni ng.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Good mor ni ng.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: It seens like it's
afternoon now.

You know, |'ve been kind of trying to get a

handl e on the Governor's energy independence pl an,




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

35

you know, and |'ve been |ike asking al nost every
departnment, you know, questions how they fit into
t his.

In the testinony that you submtted, one of
the mssions for DCNR is to expand alternative fuel,
and | guess a couple of questions conme to m nd.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Okay.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: How do you see that
unpacki ng, one?

Secondly, since some of the ingredients
actually will come out of the forests, are you al
intending to grow some of them ingredients, because
as | understand it, there's like 16 mllion acres of
forest land in the State of Pennsyl vani a. You al
have oversi ght over two. So the other
14 mllion acres, you know, how does that get brought
into the equation with regards to -- first of all,
who's growi ng, selling, and buying tinber on the
other 14 mllion acres and how do you see yourselves
playing a role with thent

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Okay. That's a
very good but conplicated question.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Well, you can submt
it in writing.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: It's a good
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gquesti on. | want to try to answer, at |east as much

as we can at this monent, and | want to call on Jim

to maybe weigh in here.

But we're | ooking at -- and | caught hell

for this -- we're |ooking at the possibility, |

ust

the possibility, and | already took my lunps in the

medi a about this, about the possibility of siti
windmlls on public |ands.
We haven't made a decision, one, to

understand, is it possible? Wat would be the

ng

dangers? What are the risks? What are the benefits?

We | ooked at that. We think we can do it, but

haven't made a deci sion yet.

But to your question, that's one of the

areas that we are exploring as a possibility.

we

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Okay. Well, actually
the area that |I'm exploring is---
SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: "' mgoing to go --

' m going to where you- --

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Oh; okay.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: "' m going to the

f orests.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Cel [ ul osic.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI'S:  All right. So we

think that, in terms of biofuels, we think that

t here
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is a possibility that the State forests can play a
role in supplying and is a supply chain for
generating carbon-neutral energy, and we think wood
can be an inportant feature in that process.

Again, we're |l ooking at an understandi ng,
wel |, what would that nmean if we're going to go in
and take out pul pwood, which really had no real val ue
up until this point, and forest refuge? And how do
we integrate that into our resource managenment pl an
for the forests?

So we're | ooking at that, because we have
one of the few forests in the country and very few in
the world that are sustainably certified. So we have
this third-party certification that we have to
pr ot ect.

So working within that certification, it
says, you're doing the best job possible of managi ng
that forest relative to the health of the ecosystens;
what is the capacity of the forest to supply fuel for
that? So we're |ooking at that and trying to
understand that as well.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Okay. The only
reason | came to that is because they give you a very
short time in here.

SECRETARY Di BERARDINI'S:  All right; I'm
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done, so go ahead.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Okay.

Actually, you had mentioned somet hing that |
did have an interest in, and, you know, you can
probably just submt it to the commttee in witing

or at some point we can discuss this.

The 6 mllion dry tons of forest residue, do
you pay sonebody to cone take that out? | mean, |ike
the small trees? | mean, what happens, when you

cl ean these parks up, what do you do with the
residue, if you clean them up?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: We do clean them
up. But let me -- |I'Il pass that off to Jim because
| get weak when we get down deeper into this.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: This is all in an
economc, |I'mgoing to call it a food chain, but it's
a wood chain.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Ri ght .

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: So you only can get
t hat wood if you pay sonebody to nove it. And
predom nantly when you get on the | ower value end of
t he wood chain -- the very high value timber is the
first thing that comes off, and people are ready,
willing, and able to pay for that and move it. And

that's a big part of the economy in Pennsylvania, and
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it puts supply into all our sawmlls in the State,
and there's a whole econom c chain that moves that
al ong.

When you get to the |ower value wood,
hi storically that was used in pulp mlls. Currently
it's used to produce pellets and a | ot of other |ow
val ue things.

The predom nant need, it's part of, when you
go into a forest, you get sone high quality wood, you
get sonme |low quality wood. The high quality wood
goes one way, the low quality wood goes anot her way,
and basically fromthe point of viewif you're a
cellulosic energy plant, it's not a whole |ot
different than if you were a pulp mill. It's just
t hat your product is a little bit different.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Okay.

DEPUTY SECRETARY GRACE: So one is produced
-- but you've got to pay for the wood, and you've got
to pay enough for that wood to show up at your door,
which in many cases is nore than what people think
t hey can spend on sone of these ethanol plants.

REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Okay. | have just
one nmore, M. Chairman.

Actually, | had read an article about a guy

who did, you know, trees, took care of trees, and he
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actually went to a recycling thing. MWhat he had to
pay $125,000 a year for sonmebody to remove, when you
start maki ng wood pellets for burning in a woodstove,
he's actually making $2 mllion a year now.

One ot her questi on. | heard read somewhere
that if in fact the State gets into the business of
ti mber for cellulosic fuel, that a hybrid poplar tree
-- that was the termthey used, hybrid poplar tree --
was probably what some of the plantations ought to
| ook like. Have you all given any thought to that?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Only in the genera
sense. | mean, this will be a significant turn for
t he department and the bureau to begin to produce
short rotation woody crops, and that's what you're
tal ki ng about.

So we're trying to understand, is it
possible, all right? You have soil questions; you
have tenperature and climte questions around it.
What we're trying to do now, and we're at the early
stages, we want to understand the questions and the
possibilities and then begin a deliberative process
around them

So we are in the early or intermediate
stages of |ike | ooking at those things and saying, is

this possible? Is this a legitimate function of the




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

41

State? MWhat's the private sector's interest? How do
we measure that |ike, you know, we have a
relationship with the timber industry? Do we have a
relationship with the alternative energy industries?
We're trying to figure all that out right
now. And |I'm not predicting any answer, but what I
think is, we have to | ook at it. | think we'll be
selling ourselves short, the agency short, our
m ssion short, and the citizens of the State short if
we don't understand these questions as fully and as
clearly as we can, and then present policy options to
t he Governor and then, where appropriate, to the
Legi sl ature and then down to the citizens.
REPRESENTATI VE MYERS: Well, that's why I
want to be in that number. Thank you.
SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Al'l right. Gr eat .
Thank you
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you.
Representative Fred Ml Il hattan.
REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: Thank you
M. Chair man.
Good norning, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Good mor ni ng.
REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: l'"d like to

begin with a brief coment and maybe a little bit of
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a confession, and then I'd like to follow up with a
gquesti on.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Okay.

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: You know, when
you were appointed Secretary of DCNR, you know, | had
some real concerns. You had been the recreational
comm ssioner of the city of Phil adel phia.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Ri ght .

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: So | thought to
mysel f, what does this guy know or care about the
rural, wild, and beautiful northwest Pennsyl vania
that | represent? This guy's probably never been
t here and he's probably never going to go there, and
all the noney, all the time, and all the effort is
going to go to Phil adel phia and the sout heastern
portion of the State. And that was ny original
t hought and feeling, and | must confess, M.
Secretary and to everyone else here, | was wrong.
was very, very wrong.

DCNR under your direction and gui dance, M.
Secretary, has probably invested nore noney, time,
and effort in rural northwestern Pennsyl vania than
ever before.

You put thousands into my community parKks

and our recreational facilities. Our Rails-to-Trails
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projects: hundreds of thousands of dollars fixing up

some of the ones we have and creating new ones.
State parks in my area: hundreds of thousands of
doll ars being invested in our State parks.

And we tal ked here today about | and

Our

acquisition and things like that. W just conpleted

a major |land acquisition in my area, a fewin the

Western Pennsyl vania Conservancy, a project that

supported, a project that our county comm ssioners

supported and our local township officials supported.

A beautiful tract; thousands of acres in the
beautiful Clarion River Valley, which will be
preserved forever for people to enjoy.

And the Pennsylvania WI|ds project --

absolutely fantastic. And | just want to personally

t hank you and your staff for what you have done and

what you're doing in northwestern Pennsyl vani a.
absol utely magnani mous, and | really, really
appreciate it.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S:  Thank you

It'

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: And | al so want

to recognize Kim | think you know Kimis your

regional director there, and what a great job she

does working with the | ocal elected officials.

don't care whether it's Saturday or Sunday or

S
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what ever tinme, she's there hel ping them getting
t hi ngs toget her.

So we can conpete and do well, and again,
just want to thank you so much for that.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Thank you

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: | do have an
area, though, that deals with a State park issue.
M. Grace, you m ght want to handle this.

This really comes from Representative Sam
Smth. Sam has Jefferson County, and Cl ear Creek
State Park is there, and Sam has some concern. He's
gotten different letters froma lot of his
constituents in that area.

| understand you are going in and you are
maki ng some maj or renovations in that part of the
State park. And | can understand, | imagine the
first thought on your mnd is, oh, gee-whiz, |I'mup
there investing hundreds of thousands of dollars and
trying to make |life better and now everyone wants to
dunp on me, and that's not the case.

| think sometimes in public service we
realize it is not just what we do but it is how we do
it that really makes the whole project successful.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Ri ght .

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: And the issue
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there is, | guess you are going to close Clear Creek
State Park -- you are going to open it for the spring
session, it |looks like, and then around June you are
going to close it, and then we thought you were going
to open it again next season and everything was going
to be fine.

Now, there are a | ot of stakehol ders
i nvol ved. There are people, you know, building their
economy around that whole area. And | guess in
conversation with Sam and the things he's hearing
fromhis constituents, they wanted to sit down and at
| east have a conversation and input into this idea
and | et people know how i mpacted they were going to
be. | guess that never took place, number one, and
he had some concern about that.

Anot her issue that Representative Smth
brought up and he said he would Iike you to consi der
is that maybe when you do these projects, if you
woul d send a detailed letter to the Representative in
t hat area and really explain what you're doing, why
you are doing it, the things that are going to be
involved. And | think that probably does make sonme
sense. | nstead of maybe being a person that is
criticizing, maybe we can be on your side and help

you with the constituents. So that m ght be a pretty
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good i dea.

But | guess here also, just recently the
Representative said that there has been anot her
change, and now we are sort of going to be closed in
and out for two seasons, and that's got everybody
roiled up. So could you sort of take us through the
forest on that and tell us what is going on and maybe
see where we are.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Well, first let me
say that we will commt ourselves to doing better in
t he public process and in inform ng not only the
| ocal Representative but try to do that consistently
across the State, in this instance Representative
Smth as well as anywhere else in the State. | think

we generally do a good job, but in this case, it

doesn't feel like it has been consistently as good.
This is a conmplicated project. It's not
hundr eds of thousand; it's $2 mllion.

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: So what are you
doi ng? Why don't you explain that?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: We are doi ng sewer
and water work.

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: Okay.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: And it's a 300-day

j ob. So | don't know how -- so we want to do better,




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

47

and we will adapt as best we can to the interests of
t he Representative and to the acconpanyi ng

busi nesses. But when you have a 300-day construction
job, it's hard to protect a season, you know, because
you can't do it in the wi nter. | mean, you are going
to be shut down in some pretty significant way in the
winter, so we are stuck here.

So what | would pledge to you and to the
Representative is that we will later this week or
early next week sit down with him and whoever those
i ndi vidual s or businesses or organizations are to
review the plans.

And the plan did change, because we were
going to do this later. W got a project that got
stuck with permtting. W didn't want the noney to
sit around. Because we were going to sit in
permtting for 6 nonths, we noved it to this project
so this project could shove off sooner and get done
sooner.

That is part of the issue. W didn't
communi cate it that well, but, you know, we thought
we were doing good and then it ended up---

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: You meant well;
| understand that. | appreciate that, and | think

you covered it well
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SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: So we are on this.
We will, in the next few days, present the ideas and
the programin its fullest detail, and then listen
and do the best we absolutely can within the
constraints of a complicated and expensive and very
| ong construction project at the park.

REPRESENTATI VE Mcl LHATTAN: Okay. Thank you
very much. | appreciate it.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: M . Secretary, that
falls under nmy favorite phrase: No good deed goes
unpuni shed, so.

Representative David M Il ard, please.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLARD: Thank you
M. Chairman.

M. Secretary, earlier you tal ked about
acquiring additional |ands, and | just m ght draw
your attention to one item

The Yankee Magazi ne, one of my favorites,
has a very interesting story this month on forest
management acquisition and all those details, so |
woul d just give you that conmment.

| would like to talk about the PA MAP
initiative now. From what | wunderstand, this is
strongly supported and advocated to be continued by

both public and private organi zations that, | believe
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up to this point, have given over $20 mllion to this
initiative already.

Now, it appears that this programreally,
according to what you said, makes Pennsylvania a
technol ogical leader in GI'S technol ogy. My question
really concerns the anount of funding.

Wth what you are saying that you have going
into the budget this year, comments from outside your
agency would indicate that a little over $4 mllion
is going to be required to really conplete this
project, and you are asking for a little bit |ess
t han half of that, | believe. But the nunbers that
have been supplied to me would indicate that in
addition to that $4 mllion to conplete it, that it's
going to probably take you about $2 mllion a year to
mai ntain that, and the benefits are tremendous.

Now, can you comment on that amount of nmoney
and the discrepancy in the total?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Well, | don't think
there's a discrepancy. | think |I essentially agree

with sort of the way you framed it out.

The $2.4 mllion will, as | said earlier,
compl ete the flyover. Now, once you do this, you
have got to fly again. | mean, everything changes.

In order for the maps to be conpletely utilitarian
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and to have the highest value, you have to fly
continuously in the out-years.

Now, the sequencing of the flying is in
gquesti on. That's the question. So when do we fly
again is a presenting question for, | think, next
year or the follow ng year.

| am confortable -- 1'"lIl be honest with you

-- | amconmfortable with the 2.4 because it conpl etes

the flyover of the State and gives us, | think the
earlier maps are like 2 to 3 years ol d. | think that
wor ks, so we will have a pretty current snapshot or a

bi g snapshot of the State to use in the PA MAP.

Now, if in the out-years we don't fly, we
don't do continuous flying in the out-years, well,
what happens to PA MAP? It's utility will drop over
time, and | think there is probably nobody in the
world that can come in here and argue differently.

That's just the way it is.

Now, if | were unconfortable with the
current picture we have of the State, | think |I would
say that here. | "' m not . | think the big question
is, next year or the follow ng year, what will we do?

And | think that's a pretty inmportant question,
because the State has over $20 mllion invested in

this technol ogy. It is in great demand, not only
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fromwi thin our State but on the national |evel with

FEMA and

agenci es.

the U.S. geologic service and ot her Federal

REPRESENTATI VE M LLARD: Well, |---

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: This is part of a

nati onal

program so we are very proud of this and

very confortable with where we are now. And | have

some faith that in the future, people will respond to

the future demands because of its great utility

around the State.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLARD: Well, | guess ny
concern is whether you are confortable in the amount
of money, because it does offer and serve really a
broad range of interest of the constituents. | mean,
it is really not just limted to econom c devel opment
but what you mentioned with PEMA and tourism and all
t hose things.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: | mean, even
Homel and Security questions. | mean, the use of this
tool, once you get into it, is pretty amazing, and

that is why | think the department is so commtted to

bui | di ng

it and then sharing it.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLARD: Well, we can have

t he greatest program but unless it's conpleted and

utilized,

it goes nowhere.
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SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Ri ght .

REPRESENTATI VE M LLARD: Thank you, M.
Secretary.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: Thank you,
Representative M I I ard.

First, I would |ike someone to take note and
tell Chairman Evans that after a shaky start, we are
back on schedul e agai n.

M . Secretary, thank you, and unlike
Representative Ml hattan, | know you do a great job,
because you did a good job in Philadel phia. And I
spend nost of my time trying to figure out how your
departnment can help me in South Philadel phi a.

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: Hey, we al ways |i ke
to help. Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER: | would like to
t hank you and the panel for a great discussion.

Any further coments, M. Secretary?

SECRETARY Di BERARDI NI S: No, |I'm fine.

Thank you

| appreciate the questions, and | think they
wer e substantive and they get at the heart of why |I'm
here and why we are in front of you today. So t hank

you.
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER:

going to take a recess for |unch.

at 1 o'clock. We will
| nsurance at that tinme.
Thank you

(The hearing concl uded at

Thank you

We are

We'll be back in

have t he Department of

11: 53 a.m)
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