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Ilcar Chairman Stilrla: 

'I'liank you (i)r the invitation to comment on House Bill 2137 and House Bill 2138. The two 
hills, i f  enacted, will require the liccnsure of genetic counselors under the Bureau of Professional 
and Occupational AftFairs. 'Tlie Department of State is submitting this letter of support for these 
two picccs of legislation. 

It is iniportant that the citizens of the Commonwealth have access to the services of highly 
trained gcnctic counselors. Tlie successful Genome Project that mapped the DNA of the human 
body resulted in a myriad of tests being made available to healthcare professionals. Due to the 
technical nature of these tests, it is imperative that highly trained genetic counselors become 
regulated as part of a team of healthcare providers who are assisting and helping patients and 
physicians by analyzing pertinent genetic information. Moreover, these genetic counselors need 
to be regulated so that patients who use these services will have confidence in the information 
that they receive. Genetic counselors can explain this information to the patients in plain English 
and siniple terms which are readily understandable so that life-saving decisions can be 
intelligently made. For these reasons, the Rendell Administration supports the regulation of 
genetic counselors. 



I'hc Slate 13o;rrO 01' Mcdicinc i111d the St~rlc I3o:u-d ol'0slcop:rthic Mct l ic i~ ic  c;ui properly cxcrcisc 
ovcrsiglit 01' I l l is proli'ssion I~cc;rusc ol' l l ic cstiniatctl s~ i ia l l  ~ i u ~ i i b c r  ol' ~ c n c t i c  counselors 
c~rl-rcnlly loc;itctl in  the t'o1i11iio1iwc;ri01. t'onsistciil will1 tlic riiission of tlic llcpartmcnt o f  Statc, 
rcgula~ion ol' l l i is group would clisurc llic c i l i ~ c n s  of (lie ('ommonwcalth that g,c~ictic co~nsclors 
11;rvc ~ i l c t  c c r l a i ~ ~  ~ ~ i i ~ ~ i n i t ~ m  conipctcncy levels and niaintaincd appropriatc standards o f  
knowledge ;11it1 skill. 

,2g;1in thank you l i ~ r  l l ic opl~ortunity l o  comment on lhc proposed legislation. Plc;rse feel rree to 
conlac1 ~ i i c  at 7 1 7-783-7 1 02 i l' you Iiavc i r~ i y  questions or concerns. 

Sincercl y, 

Basil L. Mercnda 
Commissioner 

( 'C:  'l'lic I lo~iorablc Wil l iam F. /lciolpli Jr., Minority ('hainnan, House Professional Liccnsure 
('onimiltcc 




