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My nome is George Jaber and | am the Business Representative for JATSE Studio Mechanics Locs! 8483, Our
purposa ks to crew films in aur jJurisdiction that covers Pittsburgh snd » 50 mile radius from our city halt, The PA
Film Tox Rebate has revitafized our industry in 2 way that i3 almost unimaginable. Qur coraer of Pennsyivanis has
been p destination for film makers. The rebste entices them to teke advantage of our city snd its locations and
save production costs. The parfoct balanca fos film production.

Since 1990, | have worked as 9 carpentor In the movies. The work complemented my full time rols a3 2 Theatrg
professor for the Cammunity Collesze of Alleghany County. A | sought work oppaniunities for mysell, | was also
able to recommend quality students o construction coordinaters and other department keys. 1 has been my rval
pleasure to see over 20 studamnis become members of our lacal and stay In Southwestern PA to work and live.
Also, bacause of the need for crew training, CCAC has allowed me to dévelop & new non-credit Fllm Wotkera
Teaining Program and several eredit classes that complement our technicsl Lhestre degree. Over 50 students were
enrollid this spring In courses offercd.

Local 489 has more than doubiled its membership since February, 2008, We had cloae to 100 members ond now
have ovir 210. Wa continue to distribute applications and with 2 current projects snd more schaduled Lo orriva in
late summer and fall, we could grow te 300 by vesr's end. This doesn’t Include all the stster unlons, vandors and
ratollers that reap opportunities slong dde surs

‘The Fllm Making community has rallied with the PA Filp Tax Rebate. Efforts are being made on several fronts to
create workloree tralning and development to bulld a second and third tier of trained crew mambaers, Pittsburgh
had a great reputstion for work ethlc but when runaway productions found 1ax incentives efse where, our work
drisd up. Our incentive ks competitive and it allows us the epportunity to regsin productions that would shoot In
anather state or countsy.

As Business Representative, one respansibliity Is to report on “Membey In good standing” to lending tnstitutions. |
have written 4 lotters v the last 6 months for members getting mortgages. What a great pleasure to see our
mambers doing well entugh to buy new homes and, as importantly, keeping the ones they havel

The PA Fitm Tax febate levels the competitive filrm making process. 30 plus states offer them. Without ours, 459
members and the 1acal and state economy will suffer tremendous demage. We will scon have the results of a Flim
impact Study, commissiongd by PA Labor and Industry. it will clearly show how Importsnt the Fim Rebate has
been and will continue 1o be

Thank you for your focused time and effort regarding the PA Film Tax Rebate. Piease keep i for the good of the
commaonwealtth.

George | laber - Business Representativg Lncal 8489



