Oicintar 28, 20040

Pennsylvania House of Representatives
intergovernmentst Affairs Comnutiea

Dear Commities Members

Tuwanda Borough s 2 small Boreugh of 1 2 square miles in $ize with 3 itk over 3000 residents fotated w ceng
Bradford County  The Borcugh, i adddion o providing municipat servicas withio 1s boundaries, also provides dparating
services 1o the Towanda Municipal Authorty, 3 non-grofit sewer and waler utily 1hal serves 7 munioysaibas in the conteal
Bradiord regign. The Borough was first setfied m 1786, made the county seat in 1812 and wcorporated «1 1528 Most of
ng homes. public amd private buildngs. strests  public sewers and waie: wses and imsted stonm water faoitss wers byl
during the 16" century

Since the early 1980's, the Borough nas been pursuing a fairly acgresswve ragevelopment stralegy of affordably rabutting
and impreving s infrastiucture while relaining its istorical characlzr  Despie a real aslate tax exempt rate of 6% within
the Borough, some remarkable progress has been made with the hetp of pur State and federal representalives. However,
rmiich remains o be done. Sgemingly. Towanda Borough and Towands Munisipal Authority should be wdest cardidates
for American Recovery and Reinvestment Aot furds. ‘

To date, the Towanda Municipal Authority has submitted one appiication for funds for an energy efficiency project. Tre
apphicavion. which was very rigorous and technical, cost 525,000 in corsulant fees pius our lime and . f successhus. wilt
reqisre pver 3100000 in local march money  Submitted over 2 months ago we ve vet 1o hear il our reguest 13 approved
o ficH

Tuwands Borough has submilted oie request for a CUPS Hiring Recavery Biogram grant 1o pul an addtional pelice
officer o it force but was tusned down

From awr perspective. the bulk of ARRA Inonies has gone or is geing eithe: ditactly 1 entifiement comasnbes of ty
those with paid communily developrient specialists on stall af on retaicer

These of us with thnited resourcss, be it staff or funds, are losing out  The procurement and delivery process needs 1o be
siceamdined and made less oneious o terms of difficuly a0d Blresutsgio red apes

Thatk you

Sincerely

TOWANDA BORGUGH:
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Thomas Fairchild, Jr. "
Borough Manager . )
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