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LOIU's Response 

In response to your question, "How much stimrrlus money h a  each county government 
in Peransylvania received to date?" LORL has the following information. 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRh), commonly lu~ow-n as the 
stimulus money, is allocated by category and distributed by federal departments. All 
infrastrucixre (housing, transportation, cormnunity development, etc.) and education stimulus 
funds are readily documented; however, such categories as tax relief, unemployment benefits? 
;md food stamp increases are continuous and fluch~ate with eligible applicants. Thzrefore, t h i s  is 
not factored into the totals reported in the followi~lg table: Stimulus Funds Distribu~tion. in 
Pennsylvania. 

The ProPublica Rzport, based upon the Treasury ;kccount Symbol JTAS) Report, reflects 
Lraceable; received fimds as of July 10: 2009. In contrast, the PA 17ecovery data., s product of the 
nation-wide Recovcry.gov site, incl~ldes some planned srate-wide distiibutioils not yet received 
gr not trxeable specifically by county. Rence, the second column of the table shows fi~nding 
rotals as  a w-eightcd estimation of those broader state-wide distributions. 



1'1.oPuhiica is ;in ;issoci;~tion uf ~,olunia~-y invsstigaiive joun~alists [hat c~ilculcitcd llic 
:i;!:i!s ili tlit .~.buvi: \.;ibie using i~ir'o~-inaaon kani USASpenciing.~ov. LRe ent.ilv i-r~atrrl to rlversee 
slll-i.luius spending, 2nd the Fedcral Procul-enrcni UaVa Systcm, According to ~ u l  Ai~ril2009 lcttcl- 
i'om the Exec~ltive Office of bfanagemcnt auld Rudgct, i.lit?re is considerable cliscl-epancy in 
k~llowing the stirnnlus Eundiug, and hgurcs calculated by US;\Spending.gov have beell shown to 
ca1-r~ an average error as high as fifly percent. 

Uccause slini~~lus funds are organizecl by the Funding deparinlcnt: not necessarily by 
locality, to calculate the figures in the above table, cerlruin conditions apply: 

State-wide education stiinnlus funding totals approximately $2.6 to $2.7 billion, much of 
it in funds such as the State Fiscal Slabilization Fund and Special E~h~cation (IDEA). A 
report describing the nature and dishibution of these funds is included for your review. 

- In the case where a project spans multiple counties, the total runds are assigned either to 
the primary county or split equally betwcen thern where appropriate. 

3 Individual project listings by PA Recovery do not take this into account 

'The values in the above tahle do not include tax relief funds, unenlploymerlt benefit 
enha~~cemcnts, health insurance benefits, or hod  stamps. PA Recovery docs provide an estimate 
for eligible persons who can receive these benefits per county, but does not provide hlnding 
ainorlnts as these figures will vary according to the percentage of  eligible persons actually 
applying and changes in eligible person populations. 

LORL hopes this information is useful. Please feel free to contact our office regarding 
this inquiry or for any future requests. Thallk you. 
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