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CHAIRMAN STABACK: Now 10:00 a.m. h a v i n g 

a r r i v e d , w e ' l l go on w i t h the h e a r i n g . I t i s the House 

Game and F i s h Committee. 

Today, we w i l l t a k e t e s t i m o n y on the annual 

r e p o r t from the P e n n s y l v a n i a Game Com m i s s i o n . That 

r e p o r t w i l l be g i v e n by E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r C a r o l Roe. 

A f t e r h i s r e p o r t , Members w i l l be g i v e n an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o ask q u e s t i o n s o f D i r e c t o r Roe. 

B e f o r e we get f u r t h e r s t a r t e d , I would l i k e the 

Members t o i n t r o d u c e t h e m s e l v e s and the a r e a s t h a t we 

r e p r e s e n t s t a r t i n g on my f a r r i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROCK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Rock, 90th 

D i s t r i c t , F r a n k l i n County. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: J e f f P y l e , 60th 

L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t , A r m s t r o n g , I n d i a n a , the o t h e r s i d e 

o f the g l a c i e r . 

REPRESENTATIVE HALUSKA: Gary H a l u s k a , 73rd 

D i s t r i c t , Cambria C o u n t y , which j u s t t o l d me has the 

w o r s t r o a d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: Bob G o d s h a l l , 

Montgomery C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE SONNEY: C u r t i s Sonney, E r i e 

C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Dan Moul 

from Adams C o u n t y . We s t i l l have t h r e e and a h a l f f e e t 



o f snow. 

REPRESENTATIVE KELLER: Good m o r n i n g . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark K e l l e r , the 86th D i s t r i c t , which i s 

a l l o f P e r r y County and p a r t o f F r a n k l i n . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Ron M i l l e r , R e p u b l i c a n 

Chairman o f the Co m m i t t e e , York C o u n t y . We do have l o t s 

o f snow. We can send t o the O l y m p i c s , i f needed. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Ed S t a b a c k , M a j o r i t y 

Chairman, the 115th, which encompasses N o r t h e r n 

Lackawanna and S o u t h e r n Wayne C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE McGEEHAN: Mike McGeehan from 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Good morning, 

everybody. Chairman. K e i t h G i l l e s p i e , 47th D i s t r i c t , 

the e a s t e r n p a r t o f York C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Good m o r n i n g . Bryan 

C u t l e r , Southern L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank y o u . I would f u r t h e r 

add t h a t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G o d s h a l l i s s i t t i n g i n t o d a y ' s 

h e a r i n g . He i s a guest o f the Committee f o r t o d a y ' s 

h e a r i n g . 

I would l i k e t o remind the Members t h a t the 

s t u d y o f the White T a i l Deer Management Program w i l l be 

r e l e a s e d . 

Our Committee i s s c h e d u l e d t o h o l d a p u b l i c 



h e a r i n g on t h a t on March 9 t h . I f t h e r e are any Members 

t h i n k i n g o f a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s today or r e l a t e d t o t h a t 

s t u d y , I would ask t h a t you h o l d your q u e s t i o n s back 

u n t i l the March 9th h e a r i n g . That w i l l be the more 

a p p r o p r i a t e time t o ask t h o s e q u e s t i o n s . 

With t h a t , C a r l , you have the f l o o r . 

MR. ROE: Thank y o u , Chairman S t a b a c k , Chairman 

M i l l e r , members o f the House Game and F i s h e r i e s 

C ommittee. I t i s a g r e a t p l e a s u r e t o appear b e f o r e you 

today t o o f f e r the P e n n s y l v a n i a Game Commission's Annual 

R e p o r t . 

B e f o r e I get s t a r t e d , I would l i k e t o f o r m a l l y 

welcome Chairman M i l l e r t o the Committee and we l o o k 

f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h you i n the f u t u r e t o t a c k l e our 

problems w i t h the w i l d l i f e r e s o u r c e s . 

I would a l s o l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e our 

Commissioners t h a t we have w i t h us t o d a y , P r e s i d e n t o f 

the B o a r d , Commissioner James D e l a n e y , Commissioner Dave 

S c h r e f f e r , Commissioner Tom Boop, Commissioner Putnam 

are here w i t h u s , i n c l u d i n g many s t a f f . 

I f you get t o a l e v e l o f d e t a i l beyond what I'm 

a b l e t o answer, w e ' l l b r i n g the s t a f f up here t o answer 

some o f tho s e q u e s t i o n s f o r y o u . 

T h i s has been a n o t h e r p r o d u c t i v e year f o r the 

Game Commission as we f a c e d many c h a l l e n g e s and y e t were 



a b l e t o c o n t i n u e t o improve some o f our p r o g r a m s . 

We were s t i l l not a b l e t o do a l l we would l i k e 

f o r the Commonwealth's w i l d l i f e or the h u n t e r s and 

t r a p p e r s due t o the l a c k o f r e s o u r c e s t o a c c o m p l i s h our 

o b j e c t i v e s . 

As you read t h r o u g h the annual r e p o r t , you 

w i l l , a g a i n , see t h a t i n the program a c c o u n t a b i l i t y 

s e c t i o n , we b u i l t the r e p o r t on the s t r a t e g i c p l a n 

o b j e c t i v e s t o g i v e you an i d e a o f how we manage towards 

the g o a l s and o b j e c t i v e s o f the s t r a t e g i c p l a n . 

Our p u b l i c a c c o u n t a b i l i t y s e c t i o n a g a i n 

a d d r e s s e s major program a r e a s . The budget 

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y i s r e l a t i v e l y s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y . 

In the law enforcement a c c o u n t a b i l i t y s e c t i o n , 

we had f i v e f o r m a l c o m p l a i n t s compared t o seven i n 2008 

and t e n i n 2007. Of the f i v e , one was s u s t a i n e d and was 

a case of u n p r o f e s s i o n a l demeanor. 

O v e r a l l , our w i l d l i f e p r o t e c t i o n e f f o r t s w e r e , 

a g a i n , s t r o n g as we i n c r e a s e d a p p r e h e n s i o n s f o r i l l e g a l 

t a k e o f game by 5 p e r c e n t , h u n t i n g over b a i t by 13 

p e r c e n t , h u n t i n g or t a k i n g game w i t h a m o t o r i z e d v e h i c l e 

31 p e r c e n t . O v e r a l l , we had 19,172 v i o l a t i o n s d e t e c t e d 

w i t h 6,948 c i t a t i o n s and 12,224 w a r n i n g s . 

N e x t , I would l i k e t o o f f e r some comment i n 

more d e t a i l on some of our p r o g r a m s . F i r s t , I would 



l i k e t o a d d r e s s some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e programs t h a t 

s t a r t e d l a s t y ear where a u t o m a t i o n was a s i g n i f i c a n t 

reason f o r the improvement i n the p r o c e s s . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a Automated L i c e n s e S a l e s System 

commenced t h i s p a s t y e a r , and i t was an u n q u a l i f i e d 

s u c c e s s . 

A l t h o u g h t h e r e were some agent c h a l l e n g e s e a r l y 

i n the p r o c e s s , f o r the most p a r t , i t was a g r e a t 

s u c c e s s and was v e r y p o p u l a r w i t h both the agents and 

the h u n t e r s . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , w i t h i n the PALs s y s t e m , we 

i n i t i a t e d a h a r v e s t r e p o r t i n g system over the I n t e r n e t . 

We do not know the s u c c e s s of the system a t t h i s p o i n t 

or i f i t has i n c r e a s e d the r e p o r t i n g r a t e , but we d i d 

r e c e i v e many comments on the ease of the s y s t e m . 

We d i d have one c o m p l a i n t from a h u n t e r who was 

f r u s t r a t e d t h a t the system would not work f o r h i m . He 

s t a t e d t h a t he t r i e d t o put the a n t l e r p o i n t s i n the 

system and i t would not t a k e them. 

He s a i d he c o u l d not r e p o r t h i s 1 8 - p o i n t buck 

because he had ten p o i n t s on one s i d e and we had o n l y 

s i n g l e d i g i t s f o r each of the numbers. We have f i x e d 

t h a t . 

A n o t h e r a r e a where we have used a u t o m a t i o n t o 

i n c r e a s e i n f o r m a t i o n f l o w i s the use o f e B i r d . T h i s i s 



a program where our c i t i z e n s c i e n t i s t s can p r o v i d e 

i n f o r m a t i o n on b i r d c o u n t s d i r e c t l y t o a database b e i n g 

run by C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y . 

T h i s a l l o w s c i t i z e n s who have an i n t e r e s t i n 

b i r d i n g and w i l d l i f e w a t c h i n g t o d i r e c t l y p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n t o p r o v i d i n g i m p o r t a n t i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h o s e p r o g r a m s . 

T h i s g r e a t l y a s s i s t s the C h r i s t m a s B i r d Count and the 

Backyard B i r d Count P r o g r a m s . 

We now p r o v i d e both our Hunt i n g D i g e s t and Game 

News v i a NXTbook. T h i s i s a system t h a t a l l o w s you t o 

view both p u b l i c a t i o n s i n an automated manner and a l l o w s 

f o r the i n t e r a c t i o n i n many of our p a g e s . 

As you read the p u b l i c a t i o n on the computer, 

you a c t u a l l y t u r n the p a g e s . We p r o v i d e t h i s s e r v i c e 

f r e e t o a l l l i b r a r i e s and s c h o o l s . 

We b e l i e v e t h i s was p a r t i c u l a r l y good f o r 

s c h o o l s and a l l o w s f o r m u l t i p l e s t u d e n t s t o read the 

Game News a t the same time i n s t e a d of o n l y one person 

b e i n g a b l e t o read the h a r d c o v e r m a g a z i n e . 

We a l s o p r o v i d e d t h i s s e r v i c e t o a l l our l a n d 

c o o p e r a t o r s w i t h o u t c h a r g e . I t i s a v e r y unique system 

t h a t p r o v i d e s b r o a d e r s e r v i c e a t a minimal c o s t . 

We c o n t i n u e t o move f o r w a r d w i t h our w i l d 

pheasant r e i n t r o d u c t i o n program t h a t i s a r e s u l t o f a 

g r e a t p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h Pheasants F o r e v e r . 



We are i n t r o d u c i n g pheasants a g a i n t h i s y ear t o 

our t h i r d w i l d pheasant r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a i n Somerset 

C o u n t y . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , we had a n o t h e r a r e a nominated f o r 

a pheasant r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a i n the s o u t h e a s t p a r t o f the 

s t a t e . 

A l t h o u g h our pheasant management p l a n c a l l s f o r 

f o u r r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a s , we b e l i e v e t h a t w i t h c o n t i n u e d 

s u c c e s s and a s s i s t a n c e from Pheasants F o r e v e r and l o c a l 

l a n d o w n e r s , we can exceed t h a t o b j e c t i v e . 

A n o t h e r program t h a t we i n c r e a s e d t h i s y ear i s 

our s u p p o r t f o r the Wounded W a r r i o r Program. These are 

armed f o r c e s s e r v i c e members who want t o hunt a f t e r 

s p e n d i n g time i n W a l t e r Reed or Bethesda H o s p i t a l . They 

want t o come t o P e n n s y l v a n i a t o hunt as a way o f 

r e t u r n i n g t o n o r m a l c y . 

We p r o v i d e d s u p p o r t t o s e v e r a l groups t h i s y ear 

a c r o s s the s t a t e and are l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o ke e p i n g t h i s 

program g o i n g and expanding w i t h the s u p p o r t o f many 

sportsmen's o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

L a s t y e a r ' s h u n t i n g season was p r e t t y good 

a c r o s s the b o a r d . We do not have the r e s u l t s of the 

c u r r e n t deer season, but i n 2008-2009 season, we had an 

e s t i m a t e d deer h a r v e s t of 335,850. Our bear k i l l t h i s 

p a s t f a l l was the second l a r g e s t ever w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 



3,499 beer b e i n g t a k e n . 

T h i s p a s t f a l l ' s e l k season was an i n t e r e s t i n g 

c h a l l e n g e . We had the l o w e s t s u c c e s s r a t e we ever had 

d u r i n g our e l k s e a s o n . 

We b e l i e v e t h i s was a r e s u l t o f a h e a l t h y mast 

crop i n the a r e a t h a t changed the e l k ' s f e e d i n g p a t t e r n s 

from t h e i r normal g r a z i n g h a b i t a t . 

They appeared t o be a b l e t o s t a y i n the woods 

and eat a c o r n s i n s t e a d of coming out i n t o the g r a z i n g 

a r e a s . I t was much more d i f f i c u l t t o p a t t e r n the e l k . 

With t h a t i n m i n d , we had the same concern 

coming i n t o the deer s e a s o n . I t a p p e a r e d , because of a 

l a r g e mast crop i n many a r e a s , i t was more d i f f i c u l t t o 

p a t t e r n deer t h i s y ear as t h e y d i d not have t o move v e r y 

f a r t o get f o o d . Some b a s i c a l l y c o u l d move l e s s than 

100 y a r d s and have p l e n t y of e a t from t h e i r c o v e r a r e a s . 

We w i l l see how the h a r v e s t was t h i s y ear and see i f our 

c o n c e r n s were f o u n d e d . 

Over the p a s t few y e a r s , we have made a 

c o n c e r t e d e f f o r t t o improve the communication about our 

deer p rogram. 

As we have f o r the p a s t t h r e e y e a r s , we w i l l be 

o f f e r i n g a s e r i e s o f open houses a c r o s s the s t a t e i n a l l 

of our r e g i o n s . 

A l l of our deer i n f o r m a t i o n and d a t a i s 



a v a i l a b l e f o r the p u b l i c t o read and u n d e r s t a n d on our 

w e b s i t e . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , we p u b l i s h the Deer C h r o n i c l e 

t w i c e a year t o keep the p u b l i c updated on our program; 

and l a s t , but c e r t a i n l y not l e a s t , i s our Ask the 

B i o l o g i s t s i t e where the p u b l i c can ask our b i o l o g i s t s 

any q u e s t i o n t h e y have on t h e i r m i n d . 

As a r e s u l t of improved h a b i t a t i n the n o r t h e r n 

t i e r , we have had r e p o t s o f i n c r e a s e i n grouse and 

snowshoe hare p o p u l a t i o n s . The e a r l y s u c c e s s i o n a l 

growth has he l p e d t o p r o v i d e adequate c o v e r f o r t h e s e 

s p e c i e s . 

L a s t y e a r , we a l s o i n t r o d u c e d a Snow Goose 

C o n s e r v a t i o n hunt t h a t ran from the end o f F e b r u a r y t o 

the end of M a r c h . H u n t e r s can a p p l y f o r a no-fee p e r m i t 

t o t a k e snow geese d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . 

P r e l i m i n a r y a p p r o v a l f o r changes i n next y e a r ' s 

h u n t i n g season i n c l u d e s a youth r a b b i t hunt f o r our 

j u n i o r l i c e n s e h o l d e r s . 

T h i s y e a r , t h e r e w i l l be a major change t o our 

bobcat program. We w i l l move from a l o t t e r y system t o a 

s h o r t , open season f o r b o b c a t s . 

H u n t e r s and t r a p p e r s w i t h a f u r t a k e r l i c e n s e 

and a $5 p e r m i t w i l l be a b l e t o hunt or t r a p b o b c a t s 

d u r i n g t h a t t i m e . 



We are a l s o i n i t i a t i n g a f i s h e r s e a s o n . Our 

t r a p p e r s w i l l be a b l e t o t r a p f i s h e r i n a s h o r t season 

i n s p e c i f i c w i l d l i f e management u n i t s . 

On the l e g i s l a t i v e f r o n t , the p r i m a r y i s s u e 

c o n t i n u e s t o be the l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e . I t has been 11 

y e a r s s i n c e our l a s t i n c r e a s e . 

As I always m e n t i o n , I do not know o f any 

company t h a t i s s t i l l s u r v i v i n g on a revenue stream 

based on 1999 v a l u e s . 

C e r t a i n l y , the r e s t of s t a t e government has not 

been h e l d t o th o s e l e v e l s . In f a c t , i f our budget would 

have been a l l o w e d t o i n c r e a s e a t the same r a t e as the 

r e s t of the s t a t e , we would have been a b l e t o spend 

$95.2 m i l l i o n i n s t e a d of the r o u g h l y $68 m i l l i o n we have 

spent f o r the l a s t t h r e e y e a r s . 

We have had numerous h e a r i n g s a c r o s s the s t a t e 

f o r the Senate Game and F i s h e r i e s Committee and a l l have 

been p o s i t i v e . 

I am sure you have heard the e x p r e s s i o n t h a t we 

do not de s e r v e an i n c r e a s e . Some may t h i n k t h a t a 

l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e w i l l i n c r e a s e our pay and t h a t not 

g i v i n g an i n c r e a s e i s punishment t o u s . 

A l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e does not i n c r e a s e the pay o f 

anyone i n the C o m m i s s i o n . I t does not p r o v i d e any 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g t o i n d i v i d u a l s . However, w i t h o u t an 



i n c r e a s e , i t does l i m i t how w e l l we can do w i l d l i f e 

programs f o r the p u b l i c . 

A l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e i s about f u n d i n g the 

w i l d l i f e r e s o u r c e s of the Commonwealth. I t i s about how 

you want t o r e s o u r c e our e f f o r t s t o t a k e c a r e of 

w i l d l i f e f o r the c i t i z e n s of the Commonwealth. 

In a d d i t i o n t o no i n c r e a s e i n r e v e n u e s , we were 

a l s o hampered t o perform our m i s s i o n by the h i r i n g 

f r e e z e and o t h e r a c t i o n s . 

We were not a l l o w e d t o h i r e key p e r s o n n e l t h a t 

we needed t o ad d r e s s c r i t i c a l p r o b l e m s . Examples of 

t h a t was not h i r i n g members o f our f o r e s t i n v e n t o r y team 

and d e l a y i n g the h i r i n g of our one g e o l o g i s t t h a t does 

our o i l , g a s , and m i n e r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

What was d i f f i c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d was t h a t our 

budget was a p p r o v e d , and we had monies t o h i r e t h e s e 

i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s . 

I t was v e r y f r u s t r a t i n g and the r e a l i t y i s , 

s i n c e we have a s e p a r a t e s p e c i a l f u n d , i t d i d not a f f e c t 

the bottom l i n e o f the g e n e r a l fund budget a t a l l . 

We were a l s o not a l l o w e d t o purchase 

much-needed v e h i c l e s l a s t y e a r ; and so f a r t h i s y e a r , we 

have not been a b l e t o purchase v e h i c l e s a g a i n even 

though the y are i n the budget and a p p r o v e d . 

T h i s j u s t c o m p l i c a t e s m a t t e r s as we are 



d e l a y i n g needed i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s s u e s t h a t w i l l come due 

i n the f u t u r e . 

There i s a n o t h e r l e g i s l a t i v e i s s u e t h a t we 

would l i k e t o see and t h a t i s t h a t owners of o i l , g a s , 

and m i n e r a l r i g h t s must n o t i f y the s u r f a c e owner of any 

pending s a l e or t r a n s f e r of th o s e r i g h t s . 

T h i s would p r e c l u d e a l o t o f c o n f u s i o n on both 

p u b l i c and p r i v a t e l a n d s . We have had s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s 

where owners o f s u b s u r f a c e r i g h t s on game l a n d s have 

s o l d or moved tho s e r i g h t s w i t h o u t us knowing i t and we 

would o b v i o u s l y have l i k e d t o have had the o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o g a i n t h o s e r i g h t s t o p r o t e c t the game l a n d s . The 

most o b v i o u s of t h e s e t y p e s of s u b s u r f a c e s a l e s o c c u r 

t h r o u g h the county t a x s a l e s . 

S i n c e we are r a p i d l y a p p r o a c h i n g the end of the 

s e s s i o n , we do not a n t i c i p a t e much l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i v i t y , 

as I am sure t h a t the g e n e r a l s t a t e budget w i l l be the 

p r i m a r y f o c u s of the body. 

However, we do want t o thank the Committee and 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Staback f o r t h e i r s t r o n g s u p p o r t of House 

B i l l 1859, more commonly known as the P o a c h i n g B i l l or 

I n c r e a s e d P e n a l t y B i l l . 

I t i s an i m p o r t a n t p i e c e of l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t 

w i l l c e r t a i n l y a s s i s t i n r e d u c i n g the i l l e g a l t a k e of 

w i l d l i f e . 



We would a l s o l i k e t o thank R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

C u t l e r f o r h i s p i e c e of l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t improves the 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the a u t h o r i t y of our w i l d l i f e 

c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e r s and t h e i r w i l d l i f e p r o t e c t i o n 

a c t i v i t i e s . 

I am sure t h e r e w i l l be q u e s t i o n s on M a r c e l l u s 

s h a l e , so I w i l l q u i c k l y a d d r e s s the s u b j e c t . 

D u r i n g F i s c a l Year 2008, the Commission 

approved t h r e e o i l / g a s l e a s e s w i t h i n the M a r c e l l u s s h a l e 

development a r e a s of the Commonwealth. 

These l e a s e s t o t a l e d 2,693 a c r e s and were worth 

an average u p - f r o n t payment of $907 per a c r e i n the 

Commission, c o n s t i t u t i n g an a d d i t i o n a l 10 a c r e s o f s t a t e 

game l a n d s a c q u i s i t i o n as w e l l as revenues t o the game 

f u n d . The average r o y a l t y per a c r e o f t h e s e l e a s e s was 

23.08 p e r c e n t . 

D u r i n g the F i s c a l Year 2008, t h e r e were no 

M a r c e l l u s w e l l s d r i l l e d on any of t h e s e l e a s e s , but 

t h e r e were f o u r w e l l s planned f o r d r i l l i n g d u r i n g t h i s 

F i s c a l Year. 

On a l l o t h e r c u r r e n t l y a c t i v e l e a s e s on game 

l a n d s , t h e r e were two M a r c e l l u s w e l l s commenced and 

p l a c e d i n t o p r o d u c t i o n i n 2008. 

The Commission r e c e i v e d a t o t a l of $113,336 

r o y a l t y revenues d u r i n g F i s c a l Year 2008 from M a r c e l l u s 



gas p r o d u c t i o n w i t h the average a p p r o x i m a t e w e l l 

p r o d u c t i o n b e i n g o n l y 250,000 c u b i c f e e t per day r a t h e r 

than the p e r c e i v e d or e x p r e s s e d p o s s i b i l i t y of 2,000,000 

3,000,000 c u b i c f e e t per day's p r o d u c t i o n . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e have a l s o been two 

s e p a r a t e e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e g r a d a t i o n i n c i d e n t s which 

o c c u r r e d d u r i n g t h e s e w e l l s development c a u s i n g the need 

f o r i n c r e a s e d Commission c o o r d i n a t i o n and o v e r s i g h t 

management s c r u t i n y . 

We b e l i e v e we have had a v e r y p o s i t i v e year i n 

the Game Com m i s s i o n . There were many t h i n g s i n our 

s t r a t e g i c p l a n t h a t we c o u l d not a c c o m p l i s h due t o 

r e s o u r c e c o n s t r a i n t s , but we d i d c o n t i n u e t o get a l o t 

of t h i n g s done. 

We have updated our s t r a t e g i c p l a n , and t h a t 

document w i l l d r i v e our programs and the o b j e c t i v e s we 

want t o a c c o m p l i s h f o r the next f i v e y e a r s . 

We c o n t i n u e t o update our s p e c i e s management 

p l a n s t h a t w i l l a s s i s t i n our i n t e g r a t e d s t a t e game 

l a n d s p l a n s . 

We know what we need t o do t o improve 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r w i l d l i f e and i n t u r n p r o v i d e g r e a t 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r our h u n t e r s and t r a p p e r s . 

We want t o do more. T h i s i s not a m a t t e r o f 

w i l l , but a m a t t e r of r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e t o get the j o b 



done. 

We are l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o a b r i g h t f u t u r e f o r 

the w i l d l i f e r e s o u r c e s of the Commonwealth; and w i t h 

your a s s i s t a n c e , we can do more. 

I t h a n k you f o r your a t t e n t i o n , and I w i l l be 

g l a d t o answer any q u e s t i o n s you might h a v e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: C a r l , thank you f o r t h a t 

p r e s e n t a t i o n . As a l w a y s , you h i t on a number of t o p i c s 

t h a t are of c oncern t o a l l of us here and t o hundreds of 

thousands of sportsmen a c r o s s the Commonwealth. 

For the most p a r t , you d i d so u s i n g s t r a i g h t 

t a l k i n g . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . I'm sure the Members of 

the Committee a p p r e c i a t e t h a t as w e l l . 

B e f o r e I s t a r t the f i r s t round of q u e s t i o n i n g , 

I do want to t a k e a moment t o draw s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o 

the e x c e p t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n t h a t I r e c e i v e d from a 

c o u p l e of your s t a f f d u r i n g the c o u r s e of the year when 

we were p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r House B i l l 1859, the P e n a l t i e s 

and P o a c h i n g B i l l s . 

D i r e c t o r R i c h a r d Palmer and your l e g i s l a t i v e 

l i a i s o n , Steven S m i t h , were both good p a r t n e r s i n 

w o r k i n g w i t h my i d e a s a l o n g w i t h the s u g g e s t i o n of the 

Members of t h i s Committee from both s i d e s of the a i s l e . 

I t was a p l e a s u r e t o work w i t h both of them and 

I c e r t a i n l y b e l i e v e t h a t both are an a s s e t t o your 



a g e n c y . 

As you know, the B i l l t h a t was passed i n the 

House w i l l t r e a t poachers i n a d i f f e r e n t way than they 

have been t r e a t e d i n the p a s t . I l o o k f o r w a r d t o the 

Senate p a s s i n g t h a t B i l l i n the near f u t u r e . 

I'm g o i n g t o s t a r t the q u e s t i o n i n g today and 

then open the f l o o r f o r the Members. We w i l l have as 

many rounds as n e c e s s a r y t o respond t o c o n c e r n s t h a t a l l 

of the Members may h a v e . 

B e f o r e we s t a r t , I would l i k e t o acknowledge 

the presence of two more of our Members i n the l i k e s of 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K u l a and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P e i f e r . 

C a r l , l a s t year i n t h i s r e p o r t , you and I had 

an extended c o n v e r s a t i o n r e g a r d i n g the m i n e r a l r i g h t s on 

the s t a t e game l a n d s . 

I was concerned about the o v e r a l l number of 

a c r e s of game l a n d s t h a t we a c t u a l l y had m i n e r a l r i g h t s 

t o . 

At t h a t p o i n t i n t i m e , you were unable t o 

respond t o t h a t q u e s t i o n , i n d i c a t i n g you were i n the 

p r o c e s s of t r y i n g t o make t h a t d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

Now a year has gone by and I'm w o n d e r i n g , has 

t h a t s t u d y been completed and are you i n a b e t t e r 

p o s i t i o n t oday than you were l a s t year t o respond t o 

t h a t q u e s t i o n , which i s s i m p l y , how many a c r e s of game 



l a n d s do we have where we a c t u a l l y have the m i n e r a l 

r i g h t s t o ? 

MR. ROE: We have made m a r g i n a l p r o g r e s s at 

b e s t . As I mentioned e a r l i e r , i t took us a whole year 

t o be a b l e t o h i r e the g e o l o g i s t f o r our o i l / g a s / m i n e r a l 

s e c t i o n t o be a p r i m a r y a c t o r i n t h a t . 

But above and beyond t h a t , what we were a b l e t o 

do was h i r e a l i m i t e d - t e r m a t t o r n e y t o h e l p us t o do the 

deed r e s e a r c h i n the a r e a o f M a r c e l l u s s h a l e . She i s up 

i n the n o r t h e a s t p a r t of the s t a t e w o r k i n g on tho s e 

i s s u e s r i g h t now. 

We a l s o developed a Request f o r P r o p o s a l t o 

f u r t h e r a l t e r n a t e our r e a l e s t a t e d a t a t h e r e i s not 

even a database f o r r e a l e s t a t e . I t i s j u s t on paper 

r i g h t now. 

We put t o g e t h e r the r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r t h a t . We 

t h i n k t h a t may c o s t us between 1 m i l l i o n and 1.25 

m i l l i o n f u l l y f o r t h a t p r o c e s s . 

In o t h e r w o r d s , p u t t i n g reams and reams and 

reams of paper i n t o a database t h a t w i l l be a v a i l a b l e i n 

the s y s t e m . 

We are moving f o r w a r d w i t h t h a t s l o w l y , 

o b v i o u s l y , d r i v e n by r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e . A g a i n , the 

h i r i n g f r e e z e h u r t us i n many a r e a s . That was one of 

the a r e a s t h a t h u r t u s . 



We are f o c u s i n g r i g h t now i n t h a t a r e a where we 

know t h e r e i s a c t i v i t y . I t , we know i n the n o r t h e a s t 

p a r t o f the s t a t e , as you know, sp r e a d s a l l the way back 

to the west p a r t of the s t a t e w i t h M a r c e l l u s s h a l e . So 

m a r g i n a l i n c r e a s e a t b e s t , no major l e a p s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. So we're s t i l l -- I 

won't say no f u r t h e r a h e a d . You made some p r o g r e s s , but 

we s t i l l don't know f o r sure the t o t a l number of a c r e s 

t h a t we have t h a t we have the m i n e r a l r i g h t s t o ? 

MR. ROE: That i s c o r r e c t . Our approach has 

been when t h e r e i s a c t i v i t y around game l a n d s , we do the 

r e s e a r c h on t h a t s p e c i f i c game l a n d t o f i n d out what we 

own i n t h a t immediate a r e a . I t i s d r i v e n by r e s o u r c e s 

and people t h a t are a v a i l a b l e t o get the j o b done. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Of the number of a c r e s t h a t 

we do now know we have the m i n e r a l r i g h t s t o , how many 

of t h o s e a c r e s are under c o n t r a c t ? 

MR. ROE: I would have t o go b a c k . That would 

be by game l a n d s by game l a n d s . We can get t h a t f o r 

y o u . W e ' l l get t h a t f o r y o u . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: W h i l e you're d e a l i n g w i t h 

t h a t , w i l l you de t e r m i n e how many more a c r e s you are 

a n t i c i p a t i n g p u t t i n g under c o n t r a c t i n the near f u t u r e ? 

MR. ROE: W e ' l l put t o g e t h e r what we have i n 

p l a y f o r t h i s y e a r , most c e r t a i n l y . 



CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. Can you t e l l the 

Committee j u s t how much revenue are you g e n e r a t i n g from 

M a r c e l l u s s h a l e l e a s e s r i g h t now o v e r a l l ? 

MR. ROE: As I have g o t t e n o l d e r , I have more 

notes i n my smart book. L e t me l o o k r e a l q u i c k l y h e r e . 

L a s t year -- b a s i c a l l y , I can g i v e you the t o t a l f o r o i l 

and g a s . 

O i l and gas came t o , on r o y a l t i e s was, I 

b e l i e v e -- o i l and g a s , r e n t a l and r o y a l t i e s was a 

l i t t l e over f i v e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r o i l and gas t h i s 

y e a r . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: F i v e m i l l i o n ? 

MR. ROE: Yes. That i s f o r the r e n t a l r a t e 

was 2.8 m i l l i o n and r o y a l t i e s were 2.2 m i l l i o n . That i s 

t o t a l . That i s p r e v i o u s s h a l l o w w e l l s and new deeper 

w e l l s , which we have two of them. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. When you r e p o r t back 

to the Committee r e g a r d i n g the number of a c r e s y e t t h a t 

you p l a n on p u t t i n g under c o n t r a c t w i t h v a r i o u s 

d r i l l e r s , can you a l s o g i v e us the e s t i m a t e d revenue 

which you hope t o g e n e r a t e ? 

MR. ROE: That would be v e r y , v e r y d i f f i c u l t . 

As you know, the L e g i s l a t i v e Budget and F i n a n c e 

Committee j u s t d i d a s t u d y on o i l / g a s / m i n e r a l . I t i s 

almo s t i m p o s s i b l e t o p r o j e c t revenue i n the out y e a r s . 



As an example, 18 months ago, 1,000 c u b i c f e e t 

of n a t u r a l gas was s e l l i n g f o r $16. T h i s y e a r , i t i s 

$4. I f we would have p r o j e c t e d $16 i n the out y e a r s , 

t h a t would be 300 p e r c e n t more than what we were g e t t i n g 

t o d a y . In r e a l i t y , i t i s a f l u c t u a t i n g m a r k e t . 

They came t o the c o n c l u s i o n , you can not 

p r o j e c t t h a t . That r e p o r t w i l l be r e l e a s e d t h i s 

a f t e r n o o n a l s o . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: I t h i n k I would be more 

concerned at t h a t p o i n t i n time w i t h the amount of 

d o l l a r s you're g o i n g t o g e n e r a t e from the a c t u a l l e a s i n g 

on the p r o p e r t y . 

MR. ROE: Okay. A g a i n , t h a t i s I mean, we 

b e n e f i t from t h a t ; but i t i s r e a l l y g i v e n as 

p r o b l e m a t i c . 

I know one of our game l a n d s i n the n o r t h e a s t 

we j u s t l o o k e d a t , we have 34 p e r c e n t of the minimal 

r i g h t s on i t . 

The q u e s t i o n becomes t h a t , l e a s i n g e f f o r t s , the 

more a c r e s you can l e a s e i n a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a , the 

b e t t e r l e a s i n g r a t e you are g o i n g t o g e t . 

In t h a t c a s e , we may have t o go t o a 

u n i t i z a t i o n p r o c e s s as opposed t o a s t r a i g h t l e a s i n g 

p r o c e s s of d r i l l i n g w e l l s on game l a n d s . 

In o t h e r w o r d s , the o t h e r 66 p e r c e n t i s l e a s e d 



t o somebody e l s e and they d r i l l under our game l a n d s and 

they don't -- i t i s a d i f f i c u l t p r o c e s s , but w e ' l l put 

t o g e t h e r a package f o r you and e x p l a i n e x a c t l y where we 

a r e . 

That f i v e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s d i d not even make up 

the s h o r t f a l l i n our t i m b e r revenue from l a s t y e a r . As 

you know, the t i m b e r market i s way down a c r o s s the 

b o a r d . 

We o n l y brought i n 5.7 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s of the 

12 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a n t i c i p a t e d i n t i m b e r . That 

o i l / g a s / m i n e r a l s are b a r e l y making up the d i f f e r e n c e i n 

our t i m b e r revenue s h o r t f a l l s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: T e l l me, how i s your c o u r t 

case g o i n g on Game Lands 57 up i n the Wyoming County 

a r e a r e g a r d i n g ownership of the m i n e r a l r i g h t s ? How 

many a c r e s are we t a l k i n g a b o u t ? 

MR. ROE: I t i s e i t h e r 11,000 or 17,000. Where 

i s S t e v e ? I t i s around 12,000 a c r e s . I b e l i e v e t h e r e 

i s a h e a r i n g t h i s month on t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. Okay. Okay. I have 

one more and then we're g o i n g t o open i t up. 

In your opening r e m a r k s , C a r l , you mentioned 

f o u r proposed w i l d l i f e management a r e a s t h a t now have a 

s p l i t doe h u n t i n g s e a s o n . 

You and I spoke r e c e n t l y d u r i n g which I t o l d 



you my s t r o n g s u p p o r t f o r t h a t p r o p o s a l . That p r o p o s a l , 

I t h i n k , i s a g i a n t s t e p i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n i n the 

eyes of a good many s p o r t s g r o u p s . 

I t shows the type of f l e x i b i l i t y t h a t I t h i n k 

has been m i s s i n g i n the l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s from the 

Board of C o m m i s s i o n e r s . 

I'm w o n d e r i n g , what feedback have you r e c e i v e d 

s i n c e the J a n u a r y meeting r e g a r d i n g t h a t d i v i s i o n ? 

MR. ROE: In f a c t , v e r y l i t t l e . I'm a g l u t e n 

f o r p u n i s h m e n t , so I spent f o u r days at the E a s t e r n 

S p o r t s Show. 

I f you want to hear the comments a c r o s s the 

board, you get a wide range of them t h e r e . There were 

t h r e e or f o u r people t h a t hunt i n t h o s e w i l d l i f e 

managements t h a t were p o s i t i v e . 

G e n e r a l l y , t h e r e wasn't much s a i d a t the s p o r t s 

show. I know the Commissioners r e c e i v e d some p o s i t i v e 

c a l l s i n g e n e r a l f o r t h o s e f o u r WMUs, t h a t we w i l l have 

buck o n l y f i r s t f i v e days and a n t l e r s o n l y f o r S a t u r d a y 

t o S a t u r d a y . I know they have got some p o s i t i v e phone 

c a l l s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Was t h e r e any c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

g i v e n or are you t h i n k i n g of g i v i n g any c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

down the road t o the p o s s i b i l i t y of opening up t h a t 

second week of doe h u n t i n g on the second Monday r a t h e r 



than the f i r s t S a t u r d a y of t h a t two-week season? 

So many sportsman t h a t I have t a l k e d t o have 

suggested t h a t , s i m p l y because of the f a c t t h a t i n t h e i r 

v i e w , t h a t would be l i k e the b e g i n n i n g of a second 

h u n t i n g season f o r them. 

As the t h r e e - d a y s e a s o n , y e a r s a g o , when we 

went th r o u g h the f i r s t t h r e e weeks of the buck season 

and then the bow season opened up, the s u p p o r t i n g 

community always viewed t h a t as a new h u n t i n g s e a s o n , i f 

you w i l l . 

I t h i n k i f we gave c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o opening up 

t h a t s p l i t season on Monday r a t h e r than the f i r s t 

S a t u r d a y , you w i l l go a l o n g way i n the l i n e s of 

s u p p o r t i n g the community of r e f e r e n c i n g t h a t as a new 

s e a s o n , i f you w i l l . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: I would say t h a t t h a t would 

be p r o b l e m a t i c i n a c o u p l e of a r e a s . One i s we t a k e 

most of our deer on the f i r s t Monday and the two 

S a t u r d a y s . 

You a l s o , from our youth h u n t i n g p o i n t of v i e w , 

some a r e a s s t i l l g i v e Monday o f f f o r h u n t i n g s e a s o n . 

They get one day of buck i n . They may not get out f o r 

the a n t l e r season u n t i l the second S a t u r d a y . 

I f you t a k e t h a t S a t u r d a y out , i t r e a l l y 

e l i m i n a t e s the p o s s i b i l i t y of the youth p a r t i c i p a t i n g , 



f o r a l l i n t e n t s and p u r p o s e s . That would be an a r e a of 

c o ncern t h a t I would h a v e . 

The o t h e r c h a l l e n g e i s we are d o i n g a s t u d y t o 

see what the a n t l e r s h a r v e s t i s i n t h a t f i v e - d a y buck 

o n l y season f o l l o w e d by a s i x - d a y s e a s o n . 

A g a i n , we do not know what the impact would be 

on the a n t l e r s t a k e n by s h i f t i n g t h a t s e a s o n . That was 

the purpose of the s t u d y d e s i g n e d as i t i s now and then 

k e e p i n g t h o s e changes and t h o s e o t h e r f o u r w i l d l i f e 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the s t u d y t h a t we are d o i n g . So we w i l l 

have a good i d e a on what i t may b e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank y o u , C a r l . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i l l e r ? 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

C a r l , i n your t e s t i m o n y , you r e f e r e n c e d two 

i n c i d e n t s , s e p a r a t e e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e g r a d a t i o n i n c i d e n t s 

i n the M a r c e l l u s s h a l e d r i l l i n g . 

And i n your s t a t e m e n t , you say t h a t t h a t caused 

the need f o r i n c r e a s e d Commission c o o r d i n a t i o n o v e r s i g h t 

management s c r u t i n y . 

F i r s t of a l l , a l s o , b e f o r e t h a t , you s a i d t h e r e 

were o n l y two w e l l s d r i l l e d i n 2008. Are t h e s e the same 

two s i t u a t i o n s ? 

And then as a f o l l o w - u p t o t h a t i s , how does 

the Commission become more i n v o l v e d ? Does DEP not have 



t h a t r o l e ? How does t h a t r e q u i r e the Commission t o be 

i n v o l v e d more? 

MR. ROE: We would r a t h e r be v e r y p r o a c t i v e i n 

the s u p e r v i s i o n of game l a n d s , t o be v e r y f r a n k w i t h 

y o u . 

A l t h o u g h we have g r e a t c o o p e r a t i o n and have 

good p a r t n e r s h i p s w i t h a l o t of gas c o m p a n i e s , i f you 

are not out t h e r e l o o k i n g , t h i n g s seem t o happen. 

In t h i s c a s e , the two i n c i d e n t s w e r e , they were 

d r i l l i n g and they c r a c k e d an underwater water s u p p l y 

t h a t a f f e c t e d a h a t c h e r y downstream. They had t o s t o p 

d r i l l i n g . They had t o r e s e a l t h a t f r a p p i n g a r e a b e f o r e 

t h e y c o n t i n u e d on. 

They second i s s u e s was they put a p i p e l i n e 

under a stream and the s e d i m e n t a t i o n t o s e t t h a t p i p e 

l e a c h e d out and r o l l e d downstream a l s o . 

I f you are t h e r e w a t c h i n g , you can p r o b a b l y 

p r e c l u d e some of t h o s e t h i n g s from happening as opposed 

t o f i x i n g them a f t e r the f a c t , w h i c h , i n g e n e r a l has 

been the c a s e . I would o f f e r , i n DEP as b e i n g 

r e a c t i o n a r y t o a problem as opposed t o p r e c l u d i n g one. 

We would l i k e t o be t h e r e t o p r e c l u d e i t from h a p p e n i n g . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u . One l a s t 

q u e s t i o n from me, i f I m i g h t , f o r t h i s r o u n d . As f a r as 

the pheasant r e i n t r o d u c t i o n , I remember f o n d l y h u n t i n g 



pheasants i n York County i n my younger d a y s . I t i s v e r y 

hard t o f i n d any pheasants t h e s e d a y s . 

I might have mentioned t o y o u , I had the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t h i s p a s t f a l l t o see the f i r s t b obcat on my 

p r o p e r t y i n York C o u n t y . 

What i s the impact of pheasant p o p u l a t i o n t h a t 

you are s e e i n g from c o y o t e s t o o t h e r p r e d a t o r s ? I t 

seems t o me t h a t we are s o r t o f f i g h t i n g a l o s i n g b a t t l e 

i n some ways. I t i s j u s t n a t u r e . Could you comment on 

i t and where we are headed? 

MR. ROE: W e l l , i t i s n a t u r e w i t h man's 

i n t e r v e n t i o n , u n f o r t u n a t e l y . That u s u a l l y always 

c o m p l i c a t e s some problems f o r n a t u r e . 

We are v e r y c a r e f u l about where we are 

r e i n t r o d u c i n g p h e a s a n t . We want t o make sure we have a 

s u f f i c i e n t h a b i t a t . You have s u f f i c i e n t c o v e r and 

enough food t h e r e t h a t t h o s e pheasants w i l l s u r v i v e okay 

even i n an a r e a where t h e r e i s p r e d a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g 

a v i a n p r e d a t i o n , which i s p r o b a b l y a b i g g e r t h r e a t . 

In the e n d , i f you have good food and c o v e r , 

t h o s e pheasants w i l l s u r v i v e . In a w i l d l i f e 

p r e s e r v a t i o n a r e a , we are l o o k i n g f o r 15 t o 20,000 a c r e s 

of good pheasant h a b i t a t b e f o r e we w i l l r e i n t r o d u c e . 

The C e n t r a l Susquehanna has alm o s t 100,000 

a c r e s up t h e r e . We are r e a l l y e x c i t e d about t h a t . I 



know our i n i t i a l f l u s h i n g c o u n t s t h i s y ear were v e r y 

g o o d. 

H o p e f u l l y , t h i s snow doesn't knock down t h i n g s 

i n the s p r i n g . We l o o k f o r a good h a b i t a t f i r s t , and 

then i f we have good h a b i t a t , we w i l l r e i n t r o d u c e 

pheasants see i f we can make i t and tak e o f f . 

A g a i n , we have no h u n t i n g f o r alm o s t s i x y e a r s 

and t h a t would g i v e a chance f o r good n a t u r a l 

p o p u l a t i o n s t o get s t a r t e d . 

I f the h a b i t a t i s t h e r e and they have good 

c o v e r , the b i r d s w i l l s u r v i v e , j u s t l i k e they d i d many, 

many y e a r s a g o . A l t h o u g h , t h e y d i d have a d i f f e r e n t 

a t t i t u d e toward t h e i r a v i a n p r e d a t o r s . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C u t l e r ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

I j u s t wanted t o b r i e f l y echo the Chairman's 

comments e a r l i e r i n re g a r d t o the a s s i s t a n c e of the Game 

Commission and w o r k i n g on House B i l l 1881. I 

a p p r e c i a t e d the work of Steve Smith and o t h e r s . They 

have been g r e a t t o work w i t h . 

I wanted t o say t h a t p u b l i c l y . I t was not an 

easy p r o c e s s s h e p h e r d i n g t h a t t h r o u g h Committee and over 

i n the S e n a t e . You c e r t a i n l y were h e l p f u l a l o n g the 

way, as needed, and w i l l i n g t o l o o k a t a l l of the 



i n f o r m a t i o n we brought f o r w a r d t o reach a good 

compromise, and I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

MR. ROE: Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: In r e g a r d s t o the 

f i s h e r s , I shared w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G i l l e s p i e a 

l i t t l e r e a r l i e r , I f o r the f i r s t t i me saw two w h i l e I 

was out h u n t i n g , i n two d i f f e r e n t a r e a s , which k i n d of 

s u r p r i s e d me. 

Is t h e r e , o t h e r than p r o b a b l y the n a t u r e reason 

t h a t you a l l u d e d t o and the i n t e r v e n t i o n of manhood, 

what i s the reason? I t had been s e v e r a l y e a r s s i n c e 

I've seen f i s h e r s i n the w i l d . 

MR. ROE: As you know, we had a r e i n t r o d u c t i o n 

program i n the n o r t h c e n t r a l / n o r t h e a s t e r n p a r t of the 

s t a t e two y e a r s ago and s o u t h w e s t e r n p a r t of the s t a t e , 

where we have the l a r g e s t p o p u l a t i o n t h a t b a s i c a l l y 

d i d n ' t m i g r a t e up. 

We have done a s t u d y over the l a s t t h r e e y e a r s 

on p o p u l a t i o n s of the f i s h e r . As I m e n t i o n e d , we w i l l 

s t a r t o f f w i t h a v e r y c o n s e r v a t i v e season of f i s h e r s . I 

t h i n k i t i s f o u r w i l d l i f e management u n i t s . As t h a t 

p o p u l a t i o n e x p a n d s , w e ' l l expand t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 

our t r a p p e r s . 

They are a g r e a t animal t o watch i n the woods, 

but t h e y are a l s o a tremendous p r e d a t o r . We do have 



some co n c e r n s about t h a t . I t c r e a t e s a n o t h e r 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r u s . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Thank y o u . And then 

the o t h e r q u e s t i o n i s , as I shared p r e v i o u s l y , I've been 

up i n P o t t e r C o u n t y . I know up t h e r e we had h o r r i b l e 

weather the l a s t two c y c l e s f o r the f i r s t day of 

h u n t i n g . G e n e r a l l y r a i n , snow. W h i l e I l i k e t o hunt i n 

snow, not n e c e s s a r i l y when i t i s a c t i v e l y s n o w i n g , which 

has impacted the season up t h e r e . 

What impact have you n o t i c e d a c r o s s the 

n o r t h e r n t i e r or o t h e r a r e a s where the weather has 

impacted the h u n t i n g s e a s o n , and u n f o r t u n a t e l y , the 

s u c c e s s r a t e f o r h u n t e r s ? 

MR. ROE: Y e a h . We haven't got the h a r v e s t 

d a t a f o r t h i s y ear y e t . I know l a s t y e a r , i t knocked 

the h a r v e s t down q u i t e a b i t on t h a t f i r s t d a y . 

We d i d n ' t f u l l y r e c o v e r . We u s u a l l y r e c o v e r on 

the next two S a t u r d a y s , f o r the most p a r t . We d i d n ' t 

r e a l l y r e c o v e r t o the t o t a l amount we a n t i c i p a t e d 

g e t t i n g on t h a t d a y . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: I w i l l note t h a t we d i d 

get t h r e e deer f o r n i n e g u y s , which was an improvement 

over p r i o r y e a r s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , I wasn't one of t h o s e 

t h r e e , but so be i t . 

Thank you Mr. C h a i r m a n . 



CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P y l e ? 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

My q u e s t i o n i s g o i n g t o echo t h a t of Chairman M i l l e r 

h e r e . 

The Pheasants F o r e v e r Program, I know i n my 

a r e a , A r m s t r o n g , I know t h e r e are q u i t e a few commercial 

b i r d farms t h a t are s u p p l y i n g the Game Com m i s s i o n . 

I j u s t spoke about t h i s w i t h one of my PFSC 

guys the o t h e r day what would i t t a k e f o r us t o 

e s t a b l i s h a Pheasants F o r e v e r C h a p t e r i n Armstrong or 

even the Westmoreland B u t l e r a r e a as we do have a l l of 

t h e s e f a r m s , which i s something we can t a l k about l a t e r . 

S o r t of t o echo what R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C u t l e r 

mentioned e a r l i e r , I wanted t o pay - - C h a i r m a n , a l i t t l e 

l a t i t u d e h e r e . I s p e c i f i c a l l y want t o t i p your hat t o 

B i l l C a p o u i l l e z . 

We had an i s s u e w i t h some r e s o u r c e management 

people and US F i s h and Boat C o m m i s s i o n , which 

Mr. C a p o u i l l e z was key t o s o l v i n g p r o b l e m s . I want t o 

compliment you f o r h i r i n g him and compliments t o him as 

w e l l . 

MR. ROE: Thank y o u . I t i s always good t o l e a d 

a good team, i f you have a good team. I t h i n k we put 

t o g e t h e r a p r e t t y good team. 

In a d d i t i o n t o the Pheasants F o r e v e r , we are 



s e n s i t i v e t h a t t h e r e are a l o t of p r o p a g a t o r s and 

p r o m u l g a t o r s out t h e r e . We hope t o have good s u c c e s s i n 

the r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a s , but i t w i l l s t i l l be a g r e a t p i c k 

and t a k e o p e r a t i o n out t h e r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 

n o r t h e r n p a r t of the s t a t e because pheasants won't have 

a l a r g e range o p p o r t u n i t y t o s u r v i v e t h e r e . 

We a d d r e s s n a t u r a l a r e a s and put and t a k e 

a r e a s . As f o r as r a i s i n g b i r d s and p o p u l a t i n g b i r d s , 

t h a t i s not g o i n g t o impact the i n d u s t r y at a l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H a l u s k a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE HALUSKA: Thank y o u , 

Mr. Chairman. 

C a r l , I j u s t want to thank the Commissioners 

t h a t are h e r e , o b v i o u s l y , the ones t h a t a r e n ' t , f o r 

a d d i n g t h o s e two management u n i t s t o the l i m i t e d bow 

s e a s o n . 

I t h i n k t h a t r e a l l y puts a s t e p f o r w a r d i n our 

a r e a . I r e a l l y t h i n k w i t h the bow season the way i t i s 

now, the extended bow s e a s o n , t h e r e are a l o t of deer 

t a k e n i n bow season t h a t the r i f l e h u n t e r s don't get t o 

s e e . They are not s e e i n g the numbers t h a t used t o be 

t h e r e , and t h a t i s p r o b a b l y one of the p r o b l e m s . 

J u s t t o touch on something we t a l k e d about l a s t 

y e a r , s i n c e we have the PAL system now, has the 



Commission t a l k e d a t a l l about u p d a t i n g the way we get 

our a n t l e r p e r m i t s ? 

I t i s such an a n t i q u a t e d a r e a t o send i n a l l of 

t h o s e e n v e l o p e s . We t a l k e d l a s t y ear about g e t t i n g a 

l o t t e r y system s i m i l a r t o what you do w i t h e l k p e r m i t s 

and b o b c a t , t h a t you go t o the automated system and you 

g i v e them one, t w o , or t h r e e management systems t h a t you 

would l i k e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n . Has the Commission t a l k e d 

about t h a t ? 

MR. ROE: We t a l k about i t a l l of the t i m e . As 

you know, i t i s i n the s t a t u t e t h a t r e q u i r e s the county 

to be s o l e s e l l e r s of the a n t l e r s l i c e n s e . 

We can b u i l d a system. In f a c t , i n the f i r s t 

a n a l y s i s , we t a l k e d about a l o t t e r y , but t h e r e would 

o n l y be t h r e e or f o u r t h a t are even r e q u i r e d t o be a 

l o t t e r y s y s t e m . Those would be the ones t h a t s e l l out 

i n the f i r s t , t w o , or t h r e e weeks. 

B a s i c a l l y , you a l m o s t get your f i r s t c h o i c e of 

your w i l d l i f e management, i f i t i s not 2G, 2 F , and 1A, I 

t h i n k i t i s , and one o t h e r o n e . 

We w i l l have a l o t t e r y and everybody would get 

t h e i r f i r s t c h o i c e d u r i n g the f i r s t r o u n d . So y e s , we 

are l o o k i n g a t i t . We are p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r a system 

r e q u i r i n g us t o do t h a t ; but a g a i n , the law would have 

to change t h a t t o a l l o w a l l o t h e r v e n d o r s , not j u s t the 



County T r e a s u r e r . 

REPRESENTATIVE HALUSKA: And I t a l k e d t o my 

County T r e a s u r e r . She i s a l i t t l e u p s e t . I s a i d , B a r b , 

you can be i n the s y s t e m , you know, i t i s j u s t t o the 

p o i n t where i t i s so a n t i q u a t e d now w i t h t h i s new 

s y s t e m . We d e f i n i t e l y have t o open i t up. I would be 

i n f a v o r of v o t i n g f o r a p i e c e of l e g i s l a t i o n . Thank 

y o u , C a r l . 

MR. ROE: A system w i l l c e r t a i n l y - - you can 

get your a n t l e r l i c e n s e when you get your g e n e r a l 

h u n t i n g l i c e n s e . The system c a p a b i l i t y i s t h e r e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Moul? 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I can a t t e s t t h a t you were w o r k i n g v e r y hard 

f i e l d i n g the tough q u e s t i o n s out t h e r e the o t h e r day a t 

the Sportsman Show. How many WCOs are we s h o r t r i g h t 

now? 

MR. ROE: I b e l i e v e t h a t number i s 25. I t i s 

23 d i s t r i c t s and 2 i n our s p e c i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: I s i t because of f u n d i n g 

or the h i r i n g i n c r e a s e ? 

MR. ROE: We moved the c l a s s a n o t h e r year f o r 

f u n d i n g p u r p o s e s . We are go i n g t o s t a r t the c l a s s i n 

M a r c h . 

As we d i d the l a s t t i m e , we w i l l f i g u r e out a 



way t o pay f o r t h a t . We have 98 v a c a n c i e s r i g h t now and 

t h a t i n c l u d e s the WCOs. So we w i l l h o l d some more 

v a c a n c i e s open t o pay f o r t h a t program. 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Okay. S w i t c h i n g g e a r s , I 

know we are t r y i n g t o i n t r o d u c e pheasants back i n t o 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . I f u l l y don't e x p e c t them t o be where 

they were when I was a k i d . 

Hawks are making a b i g comeback, e s p e c i a l l y i n 

my a r e a . We used t o have a r a b b i t p o p u l a t i o n t h a t was 

a c t u a l l y g e t t i n g out of c o n t r o l . I was g r a t e f u l t o see 

the hawks come i n and c o n t r o l t h a t f o r u s . 

What i s t h a t g o i n g t o do t o p o s s i b l y 

r e i n t r o d u c i n g pheasants i n our ar e a ? 

MR. ROE: O b v i o u s l y , p r e d a t i o n i s a c o n c e r n . 

A g a i n , i f you have a good h a b i t a t , you w i l l have a good 

n a t u r a l p o p u l a t i o n i n t h a t a r e a . H a b i t a t i s the k e y . 

As we a l l know, 40, 50 y e a r s ago where you had 

fen c e d rows and you had corn l e f t i n the f i e l d , you go 

thro u g h what I c a l l c l e a n f a r m i n g now where corn i s 

nubbed o f f at 3 i n c h e s above the s t a l k . There i s no 

food and no c o v e r . I t would be g r e a t h a b i t a t f o r 

pheasants out t h e r e i n s m a l l a r e a s i f we c o u l d have a 

n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n g o i n g i n . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: You t h i n k the two c o u l d 

s u r v i v e t o g e t h e r ? 



MR. ROE: There i s no doubt t h a t the p r e d a t i o n 

w i l l be a c h a l l e n g e f o r t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: U n d e r s t o o d . One l a s t 

t h i n g , Sunday h u n t i n g on p r i v a t e l a n d . I know i t i s a 

touchy s u b j e c t . Any t h o u g h t s on i t ? 

MR. ROE: My t h o u g h t s are when you a l l change 

the l a w , we w i l l c e r t a i n l y r e a c t t o t h a t . I t i s i n your 

hands r i g h t now. 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: J u s t wanted t o know where 

you were w i t h t h a t . 

MR. ROE: We took i t as i n c r e a s i n g 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r people t o come i n , but I ca n ' t speak 

f o r the Board, but we would c e r t a i n l y l i k e the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o a d d r e s s t h a t i s s u e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Thank you v e r y much. I 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: C a r l , I f o l l o w e d a 

d i s c u s s i o n on the Commission's h e a d q u a r t e r s r e g a r d i n g 

the impact of p r e d a t o r s on the fawn deer p o p u l a t i o n . 

D u r i n g Mr. Rosenberg's p r e s e n t a t i o n , he seemed 

to say t h a t the coyote p o p u l a t i o n we have i n the 

Commonwealth i s not r e a l l y h a v i n g much of an impact on 

the deer p o p u l a t i o n . 

D i d I hear t h a t r i g h t ? Because back i n the 



n o r t h e a s t , i n f a c t , the e n t i r e Commonwealth, t h e r e are 

any number of h u n t e r s who are s a y i n g t h a t the c o y o t e 

p o p u l a t i o n i s c e r t a i n l y on the r i s e . The deer 

p o p u l a t i o n i s on the d o w n t u r n . They're making a 

one-to-one c o r r e l a t i o n . 

Now, i n my v i e w , common sense would d i c t a t e 

t h a t because the p o p u l a t i o n i s as g r e a t as i t i s a c r o s s 

the s t a t e , c o y o t e s t h a t i s , t h a t they a b s o l u t e l y are 

h a v i n g an i m p a c t , an a d v e r s e impact on a t l e a s t the fawn 

p o p u l a t i o n . Could you comment on t h a t ? 

MR. ROE: I t i s a v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d i s s u e . In 

some a r e a s , c o y o t e s are i n c r e a s i n g . In some a r e a s , 

c o y o t e s are d e c r e a s i n g . 

I f t h e r e was i n c r e a s e d p r e d a t i o n on f a w n s , we 

would see a d i f f e r e n c e i n the p o p u l a t i o n t o fawn t o doe 

r a t i o . 

So f a r , t h e r e has not been a s i g n i f i c a n t change 

i n the r a t i o , which would i n d i c a t e i n c r e a s e d p r e d a t i o n . 

As we b u i l d t h a t p o p u l a t i o n model, we b u i l d t h a t as a 

prehunt p o p u l a t i o n , which i n c l u d e s a l l p r e d a t i o n , 

r o a d k i l l , and any o t h e r m o r t a l i t y t h a t c o u l d be t h e r e . 

To d a t e , we would see the fawn numbers g o i n g 

down i n r e l a t i o n t o the d o e . To d a t e , we haven't seen 

s i g n i f i c a n t change i n t h a t . 

Two y e a r s ago we took - - I'm g i v i n g b i g numbers 



h e r e . There was 28,000 c o y o t e s two y e a r s ago and l a s t 

y e a r , we took about 23,000 c o y o t e s i n h u n t i n g and 

t r a p p i n g . 

I f the e f f o r t was the same, t h a t would i n d i c a t e 

t h a t t h e r e were fewer out t h e r e than the p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

We have not seen p r e d a t i o n as an i n d i c a t o r i n the 

p o p u l a t i o n c h a n g e s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Where are you d o i n g t h o s e 

s t u d i e s ? Are they done a c r o s s the e n t i r e Commonwealth 

or are they s p e c i f i c t o an ar e a ? 

MR. ROLE: I t i s p a r t of the p o p u l a t i o n model 

t h a t we do e v e r y year as a r e s u l t of the h a r d e s t d a t a 

and u s i n g the 6-H k i l l model t h a t we use i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

t o d e t e r m i n e a prehunt p o p u l a t i o n . 

We do t h a t by w i l d l i f e management. Some 

w i l d l i f e management may have a g r e a t e r impact than 

o t h e r s . 

In r e a l i t y , a c r o s s the s t a t e , we have not seen 

p r e d a t i o n as a d e t e r m i n i n g f a c t o r on any change on the 

fawn p o p u l a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: I d i d n ' t q u i t e f o l l o w you on 

t h a t . 

MR. ROE: Okay. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: What I am i n t e r e s t e d i n 

knowing i s , are you d o i n g a s p e c i f i c s t u d y on fawn 



m o r t a l i t y ? 

MR. ROE: No. We d i d a fawn m o r t a l i t y s t u d y i n 

2001 and 2002. So the q u e s t i o n becomes one of the 

t h i n g s -- I know the Commissioners had asked t h a t same 

q u e s t i o n and we have s u f f i c i e n t r e s o u r c e s t h a t we had 

done t h i s c u r r e n t s t u d y t h a t we are d o i n g , maybe we w i l l 

go back and l o o k a t the fawn s t u d y f o r a c o u p l e more 

y e a r s . 

R i g h t now, the r e s o u r c e s are d r i v i n g towards 

t h a t s t u d y t h a t we are d o i n g on the one week a n t l e r , 

second week c o n c u r r e n t season and because of the 

r e s o u r c e s t h a t he h a v e , t h a t i s what we can do f o r deer 

r i g h t now. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: I f you had more r e s o u r c e s , 

we c o u l d f i g u r e on you d o i n g s p e c i f i c fawn m o r t a l i t y ? 

MR. ROE: We c o u l d r e c o n f i g u r a t e the fawn 

m o r t a l i t y s t u d i e s i n 2001 -- 2000-2001 or 2001-2002. 

I'm s o r r y . I'm not s u r e . I wasn't t h e r e . 

We have d a t a . I t i s not showing up i n our 

p o p u l a t i o n numbers as compared t o the s t u d i e s done i n 

G e o r g i a . They had a d e c l i n i n g fawn p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e i r 

p o p u l a t i o n m o d e l . 

Ot h e r s had a s h i f t i n the change of doe t o fawn 

p o p u l a t i o n model t h a t showed where m o r t a l i t y was 

i n c r e a s i n g t h e r e . A c r o s s the b o a r d , we j u s t don't see 



t h a t y e t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: T e l l me. S e v e r a l y e a r s ago, 

we had an o p p o r t u n i t y t o q u i z Vernon R u s s , who was the 

d i r e c t o r a t t h a t p o i n t i n time r e g a r d i n g the same i s s u e . 

He t o l d us -- he t o l d us t h a t the Commission at 

t h a t time was i n the p r o c e s s of l o o k i n g t o h i r e s i x 

b i o l o g i s t s , one f o r each of the s i x r e g i o n s . 

H i s p r i m a r y duty -- one of h i s p r i m a r y d u t i e s 

was supposed t o be s t u d y i n g the impact t h a t c o y o t e s were 

ha v i n g i n the r e g i o n on the w h i t e t a i l d e e r . Whatever 

happened t o t h a t i d e a ? Because t h a t never o c c u r r e d . 

MR. ROE: I t d i d n ' t o c c u r . We d i d h i r e a 

r e g i o n a l b i o l o g i s t f o r s p e c i e s of s p e c i a l c o ncern i n 

e v e r y r e g i o n . That s t u d y was never p a r t of t h e i r d u t i e s 

a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G o d s h a l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: J u s t a c o u p l e of 

o b s e r v a t i o n s and some comments. Good m o r n i n g , C a r l . I 

r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e you b e i n g h e r e . 

I do agree w i t h the l i c e n s e p r o p o s a l t h a t I 

would be v e r y happy t o cosp o n s o r a b i l l t o get r i d of 

the a n t i q u a t e d system t h a t we h a v e , because t h a t was 

something t h a t s h o u l d have been done away w i t h . 

The l i m i t e d bow season i s a l i t t l e more 

l i m i t e d . I t i s d e f i n i t e l y a s t e p i n the r i g h t 



d i r e c t i o n . I t i s known as f a r as I would l i k e t o have 

seen i t , e s p e c i a l l y up i n 3-A where I am, above 

M a n s f i e l d where your Game Land 47 i s , I don't seem t o 

have a l o t of deer on my p r o p e r t y or the game l a n d s . 

On the c o y o t e i s s u e , we were up above M a r s h a l l s 

C r e e k . They don't have the snow up t h e r e . My grandson 

and a n o t h e r one of the people t h a t was i n our p a r t y took 

-- they seen f o u r c o y o t e s g o i n g on Route 402 above 

M a r s h a l l s C r e e k . 

They saw f o u r -- they t r a v e l e d f o u r m i l e s and 

they saw f o u r c o y o t e s . I t h i n k they are d o i n g a l o t 

more damage. They have t o e a t . There are not a l o t out 

t h e r e t o eat e x c e p t deer. That i s something t h a t i s i n 

s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

C a r l , I wanted to ask you on your M a r c e l l u s 

w e l l s t h a t you were t a l k i n g a b o u t , do you s h a re t h o s e 

r o y a l t i e s w i t h somebody e l s e ? 

I mean, are you -- i s t h a t the f u l l r o y a l t y 

t h a t -- you know, i s t h e r e a p o o l i n g concept t h a t the 

companies use w i t h 640 a c r e s ? Are you s h a r i n g the f u l l 

amount of t h a t l e a s e ? 

MR. ROE: Where we own the r i g h t s and we d r i l l 

on our a r e a , we own our r i g h t s and we get the r o y a l t y . 

Then t h e r e i s the u n i o n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s t h a t you are 

d e s c r i b i n g where you s h a re the v a l u e of a p a r t t h a t has 



a l r e a d y been l e a s e d . 

I f you want a l o t more i n f o r m a t i o n , I can get 

B i l l C a p o u i l l e z up here and e x p l a i n i t t o y o u . What you 

d e s c r i b e d i s the u n i o n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s where you share 

t h a t r o y a l t y r a t e where someone who i s next t o or near 

the game l a n d s because th e y own the m i n e r a l r i g h t s . 

Where we d r i l l our w e l l on our l a n d , t h a t i s g o i n g t o be 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: You are g e t t i n g the 

f u l l r o y a l t i e s , which i s a l o t l e s s than what a l o t of 

the companies are m e n t i o n i n g t h a t you s h o u l d be g e t t i n g 

from t h o s e w e l l s ? 

MR. ROE: No. In f a c t , r o y a l t y r a t e s , we are 

w e l l above most co m p a n i e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: In the amount of 

d o l l a r s the i n p u t you say i s 250 m i l l i o n c u b i c f e e t 

per day i s lower than what a l o t of the companies are 

p r o f e s s i n g t h a t t h e y are g e t t i n g from t h e i r w e l l s ? 

MR. ROE: W e l l , t h a t i s a p r o d u c t i o n r a t e . 

That i s not a r o y a l t y r a t e . 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: R i g h t . But the 

r o y a l t y r e l a t e s t o the p r o d u c t i o n ? 

MR. ROE: W e l l , y e a h . The more p r o d u c t i o n you 

h a v e , the h i g h e r the r o y a l t y . That i s why we go f o r 

h i g h e r r o y a l t y r a t e s . That i s the d i f f e r e n c e between us 



and DCNR. 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: Where are tho s e two 

w e l l s l o c a t e d , C a r l ? 

MR. ROE: Game Lands 100 and -¬

AUDIENCE MEMBER: We own the o i l and gas on 

both of tho s e w e l l s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: You don't share w i t h 

anybody e l s e ? 

AUDIENCE MEMBER: That i s f u l l c o m p e n s a t i o n . 

And w i t h r e g a r d t o what you are s e e i n g f o r 250 MCF, you 

hear p r o j e c t i o n s of 200,000 and 300,000 MCF on some 

w e l l s . Those are h i g h - p r o d u c i n g w e l l s . 

I'm g o i n g t o t e l l you t h e r e were w e l l s t h a t 

were abandoned a f t e r n i n e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s worth of 

e f f o r t put i n t o i t because they d i d n ' t produce h a r d l y 

a n y t h i n g . 

That i s p a r t of the p i t c h back t h a t we 

c o n s t a n t l y have t o go t h r o u g h , t h a t we are not e x p e c t i n g 

nor are we s e e i n g 2 and 3,000 MCF w e l l s . A l t h o u g h t h e y 

are out t h e r e , we don't have them. 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: Where are tho s e two 

w e l l s ? Game L ands 100 doesn't mean a n y t h i n g t o me. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER: C e n t e r C l e a r f i e l d County i n 

the a r e a n o r t h of Snowshoe. 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: Okay. 



MR. ROE: That i s what I was g o i n g t o s a y . 

A g a i n , the d i f f e r e n c e i n our approach and DCNR, I 

b e l i e v e they buy out t r y i n g t o maximize r e n t a l s . We do 

a f i x e d r e n t a l r a t e t o maximize r o y a l t i e s because one 

good year i n r o y a l t i e s w i l l make up more of a d i f f e r e n c e 

than the -¬

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: I'm not a r g u i n g w i t h 

you on t h a t . The o n l y t h i n g I l o o k e d at was the 250 

m i l l i o n c u b i c f e e t per d a y , which i s lower than what was 

p r o j e c t e d . That i s what I was w o n d e r i n g , you know, 

where t h e s e w e l l s were and I thought maybe you were 

s h a r i n g t h a t r o y a l t y w i t h somebody e l s e . 

MR. ROE: No. Those w e l l s I d e s c r i b e d , we own 

the f u l l r o y a l t y on t h o s e . I t i s a p r o d u c t i o n i s s u e . 

We don't c o n t r o l t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GODSHALL: I un d e r s t a n d t h a t . 

Okay. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

Don't f o r g e t next y e a r , 3A, i f you want t o c u t 

back -- I c o u l d use a few more d e e r . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Sonney? 

REPRESENTATIVE SONNEY: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . I wonder i f you c o u l d touch on where we 

are on s a l e s , and a l s o , second p a r t of my q u e s t i o n i s 

g o i n g t o deal w i t h the c o n d i t i o n of the s t a t e game 

l a n d s . 



We a l l heard we needed t o reduce the deer herd 

because the s t a t e game l a n d s -- P e n n s y l v a n i a , i n 

g e n e r a l , i s b e i n g d e c i m a t e d . Are we s e e i n g a 

r e j u v e n a t i o n i n tho s e f o r e s t s ? The deer herd has been 

knocked down. I'm j u s t c u r i o u s t o hear what the shape 

of the f o r e s t s a r e . 

MR. ROE: F i r s t of a l l , s a l e s f o r our g e n e r a l 

h u n t i n g l i c e n s e are up 1 p e r c e n t . T h i s year t h e y are up 

4 p e r c e n t . F o r at l e a s t the near t e r m , we have reduced 

t h a t downward t r e n d as f a r as g e n e r a l h u n t i n g l i c e n s e s 

are c o n c e r n e d . 

H o p e f u l l y , we can c o n t i n u e t h a t t r e n d . As f a r 

as r e g e n e r a t i o n i s conc e r n e d , we do see r e g e n e r a t i o n i n 

a l o t of the a r e a s t h a t I d e s c r i b e d e a r l i e r , the 

n o r t h e r n t i e r , snowshoe hare and grouse because we are 

a b l e t o p r o v i d e t h a t p r o t e c t i o n . 

On game l a n d s , i f we t h i n k we need t o f e n c e , we 

f e n c e . F o r the s i m p l e r e a s o n , our goal i s t o o p t i m i z e 

game on s t a t e game l a n d s . That i s the purpose o f game 

l a n d s . I f we have t o f e n c e t o ensure r e g e n e r a t i o n , we 

do . 

The c h a l l e n g e we have on game l a n d s i s k e e p i n g 

deer on game l a n d s . As you know, i t g e t s hunted much 

h e a v i e r than p r i v a t e l a n d d o e s . 

On 1,000 a c r e s , I get two good weekends of 



a r c h e r y season i n . The s m a l l game comes i n , the deer i s 

done u n t i l the l a t e s e a s o n , l a t e a r c h e r y and 

m u z z l e l o a d e r h u n t e r s out t h e r e . 

We do need t o work w i t h DCNR, how they are 

u s i n g D Map. We are w o r k i n g w i t h them t o come t o a 

b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the use of D Map and p l a n c u t s 

f o r them. I know C h r i s Rosenberg met w i t h them and how 

D Map i s b e i n g used on s t a t e f o r e s t . 

REPRESENTATIVE SONNEY: Do you t h i n k the 

r e d u c t i o n i n s a l e of t i m b e r , because t h a t p l a y s such an 

i m p o r t a n t p a r t of the r e g e n e r a t i o n a l s o and the type of 

co v e r f o r e s p e c i a l l y s m a l l games, i s t h a t g o i n g t o have 

an e f f e c t ? 

MR. ROE: S i n c e I have been the E x e c u t i v e 

D i r e c t o r , I want a c r e s of p r o d u c t i o n . I c a n ' t c o n t r o l 

the revenues coming i n . We have a p r o d u c t i o n goal not a 

monetary g o a l . 

We are t r y i n g t o get between 6,500 and 7,000 

a c r e s of t r e e s by f o r e s t o p e r a t i o n s e v e r y year on game 

l a n d s . I f we get 5 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r t h a t or 12 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r t h a t , t h a t i s up t o the m a r k e t . 

Around 10 p e r c e n t of our game l a n d s i s e a r l y 

s u c c e s s i o n . We need t o get about 20 p e r c e n t e a r l y 

s u c c e s s i o n f o r a v a r i e t y of s u c c e s s i o n p l u s the c u r r e n t 

r a t e f o r more cov e r f o r o t h e r s p e c i e s . So my goal has 



always been an acreage goal not a monetary g o a l . 

REPRESENTATIVE SONNEY: Thank y o u , Mr. 

Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: C a r l , I had an i n q u i r y from 

a non-Member on our Committee t h a t I promised t o b r i n g 

t o your a t t e n t i o n a t t h i s meeting f o r a r e s p o n s e . 

Over the y e a r s t h a t t h e r e has been a 

r e s t r i c t i o n i n e f f e c t , t h e r e has been a c r y from our 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n s about the i n a b i l i t y t o count p o i n t s on 

moving d e e r , a l o n g w i t h the d i f f i c u l t y i n i d e n t i f y i n g . 

A n o t h e r argument t h a t i s sometimes used i s the f a c t t h a t 

they have been p u r c h a s i n g a P e n n s y l v a n i a h u n t i n g l i c e n s e 

f o r decades and decades and they d e s e r v e a break from 

t h i s t h r e e - or f o u r - p o i n t r e s t r i c t i o n . 

Now, what i s the sense t o o l d e r h u n t e r s t h a t 

b r i n g t h i s up? Has the Commission ever g i v e n any 

thought t o l i f t i n g the p o i n t r e s t r i c t i o n f o r people over 

a c e r t a i n age; 70, 75, 80, 105, whatever? 

MR. ROE: W e l l , we would c e r t a i n l y c o n s i d e r the 

105 mark. In r e a l i t y , we get t h a t -- we get q u i t e a few 

notes and l e t t e r s from our s e n i o r h u n t e r s . 

To d a t e , we haven't l o o k e d at t h a t v e r y hard 

because our s e n i o r h u n t e r s have t o approach 70, 80,000 

p l u s s e n i o r h u n t e r s out t h e r e . That c o u l d have a major 

impact on how we do our p o p u l a t i o n models and h a r v e s t . 



So from a s t a n d p o i n t of v i e w , we haven't l o o k e d a t t h a t 

as b e i n g an a r e a where we want to go t o . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P e i f e r ? 

REPRESENTATIVE PEIFER: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

Thank y o u , C a r l . I got a l o t of comments, 

p o s i t i v e comments about your youth mentor h u n t e r s . 

Having f a m i l i e s b e i n g a b l e t o t a k e c h i l d r e n out i n the 

woods at an e a r l y age r e a l l y seems t o w o r k . 

I t j o g s t h e i r i n t e r e s t and t h e r e are so many 

competing f o r c e s f o r c h i l d r e n . I have heard a l o t about 

t h a t . 

I know the r a b b i t hunt we t a l k e d about t h a t , 

a d d i n g t h a t a week e a r l y . I am a r e a l s t r o n g s u p p o r t e r 

of t h a t . 

R a b b i t season i s a time of year where i t i s 

good weather and a l o t of a c t i o n s of b e i n g s t i l l and 

w a t c h i n g t h a t . R a b b i t s coming around are v e r y i m p o r t a n t 

f o r c h i l d r e n of t h a t a g e . I would l i k e t o applaud t h o s e 

e f f o r t s . 

The o u t r e a c h i n the h u n t e r e d u c a t i o n programs 

have been v e r y g o od. We had a n u i s a n c e bear t h a t was 

c a u g h t . The c h i l d r e n got t o see t h a t bear and got t o 

see i t b e i n g t a g g e d . I t was r e a l l y a g r e a t program and 

I thank your c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e f o r t h a t . 



In a d d i t i o n , I had been w a l k i n g a l o n g the 

s t r e e t and a c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e r came up t o me and s a i d 

they had a m i s t a k e k i l l i n the back of t h e i r t r u c k . I t 

had a l r e a d y been brought t o your h e a d q u a r t e r s . They 

were l o o k i n g f o r a f a m i l y where they c o u l d g i v e t h a t 

d e e r , and I thought t h a t was a good p r o g r a m . 

There i s no sense i n the way the economy i s 

today t o waste good meat. I was a b l e t o w r i t e down the 

name of a f r i e n d i n my c e l l phone and gave them t h a t 

number. I s t i l l get thank-yous from t h a t f a m i l y . We 

a p p r e c i a t e h a v i n g t h a t gentleman b r i n g the m i s t a k e deer 

o v e r . I t helped f e e d the f a m i l y . 

Those are the t h i n g s t h a t I l i k e t o see, 

p r a c t i c e k i n d n e s s goes a l o n g way. I t h i n k you need t o 

be applauded and hear t h a t . 

The o n l y n e g a t i v e s I have a r e , p l e a s e , always 

goes back t o my bear s e a s o n . J u s t l e a v e t h a t bear 

season a l o n e . Monday, T u e s d a y , Wednesday i s a b e a u t i f u l 

t h i n g . 

Opening i t up on S a t u r d a y and h u n t i n g Monday 

and Tuesday and c l o s i n g b e f o r e T h a n k s g i v i n g , I r e a l l y 

don't b e l i e v e i n i t . 

I got a l o t of n e g a t i v e feedback w i t h t h a t . 

Wednesday i s the day b e f o r e T h a n k s g i v i n g , most k i d s 

a r e n ' t i n s c h o o l t h a t d a y . 



The way we hunt bear i n P i k e County c r a w l i n g 

t h r o u g h swamps i s n ' t something you want t o tak e a c h i l d 

t h r o u g h anyway. Thank y o u . 

MR. ROE: J u s t a comment on our program i n the 

mi s t a k e k i l l s , we, i n f a c t , have a p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h 

h u n t e r s s h a r i n g the h a r v e s t . 

L a s t y e a r , we d i d have q u i t e a f e w . 

I n t e r e s t i n g enough, we d i d n o t i c e a l o t fewer and t h a t 

i s because our c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e r s do have a l i s t of 

DEA f a m i l i e s . We took i t t o thos e f a m i l i e s d i r e c t l y 

i n s t e a d of s h a r i n g the h a r v e s t . 

When the numbers came b a c k , i t was q u i t e a 

s u r p r i s e . A f t e r b e i n g t h e r e the f i r s t week, m i s t a k e 

k i l l s , between the WCOs and our D e p u t i e s , t h e y d e l i v e r 

t h a t e v e n i n g , even i f i t i s m i d n i g h t , p u t t i n g them on 

pe o p l e ' s back p o r c h e s . 

We are v e r y s e n s i t i v e t o t h a t . We don't want 

to have our w i l d l i f e r e s o u r c e s go t o w a s t e . We t h i n k 

t h a t i s a good program t h a t the WCOs d o . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: The Committee has been 

j o i n e d by an o t h e r member i n the l i k e s of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

L e v d a n s k y . 

C a r l , I have one more q u e s t i o n t o go over w i t h 

y o u . I want t o ask you about the game fund and 

s p e c i f i c a l l y the r e s e r v e b a l a n c e . 



Can you t e l l the Committee where you s t a n d 

f i n a n c i a l l y t oday and compare t h o s e numbers w i t h l a s t 

y e a r ? 

MR. ROE: A b s o l u t e l y . I t i s hard t o say t o d a y , 

but I can t e l l you what our p r o j e c t i o n s are g o i n g t o b e . 

L a s t y e a r , our game fund ended w i t h $39 m i l l i o n . T h i s 

year i s t o end w i t h a b a l a n c e of 37 m i l l i o n . 

Revenues are down on the t i m b e r s i d e . They 

were down on t i m b e r and i n v e s t m e n t s . We l o s t over two 

m i l l i o n i n i n v e s t m e n t s l a s t y ear as p a r t of our r e v e n u e . 

We l o s t money i n the f i r s t p a r t of t h i s y e a r . 

We don't c o n t r o l t h a t . That i s the T r e a s u r y t h a t 

c o n t r o l s t h a t . 

I f revenue s t a y s the same and our spen d i n g 

s t a y s the same, a t the end of the y e a r , the fund b a l a n c e 

w i l l be around 37 m i l l i o n . 

What c o u l d a f f e c t t h a t , i f you get i n c r e a s e d 

P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n funds t h i s y e a r . R i g h t now, the 

i n i t i a l p r o j e c t i o n was around 12 m i l l i o n . 

We heard i n the f a l l t h a t c o u l d be up 40 

p e r c e n t . That i s f e d e r a l d o l l a r s t h a t we have t o spend 

f i r s t and then draw down f e d e r a l funds t o r e p l a c e i t . 

However, t h e r e i s a match i n v o l v e d . 

P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n funds say we get an e x t r a f i v e m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s . Or make i t s i m p l e r . I f we get an e x t r a f o u r 



m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n , we have t o spend 

one m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . We have a 25 p e r c e n t m a t c h , i f 

t h a t math came out r i g h t . 

So i n o r d e r t o spend t h a t f o u r , we need t o 

spend a n o t h e r m i l l i o n . That c o u l d a f f e c t the fund 

b a l a n c e i n the end a l s o as b e i n g a major a r e a . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: C a r l , I have heard from some 

i n the s p o r t i n g community about what they l a b e l as s l u s h 

f u n d s , i f w i l l y o u , or s p e c i a l a c c o u n t s where money i s 

p l a c e d i n escrow and used s o l e l y f o r the purchase of the 

- - purchase of l a n d . 

The money doesn't show up on the books and 

doesn't come up as the game fu n d . The t o t a l v a l u e , i f 

t h a t i s t r u e , i s never r e a l l y c o r r e c t . I know you 

p r o b a b l y have heard t h a t . 

MR. ROE: I have commented on i t b e f o r e many 

t i m e s h e r e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Can you a d d r e s s t h i s and 

t e l l the Committee i f the funds are s e p a r a t e d out of the 

game fund and used o n l y f o r l a n d p u r c hases and i f t h a t 

i s t r u e , j u s t how do you account f o r the f u n d s ? 

MR. ROE: W e l l , i t i s q u i t e s i m p l e . F i r s t o f 

a l l , t h e r e are no s l u s h f u n d s . That i s a d e r o g a t o r y 

term and t h a t i s not the c a s e . 

These escrow a c c o u n t s are p l a c e d t h e r e f o r a 



s p e c i f i c reason and h e l d by a t h i r d p a r t y , f o r the most 

p a r t , so they never come t o the game f u n d . The purpose 

of t h o s e m o n i e s , i f we have an o i l / g a s / m i n e r a l 

o p e r a t i o n , l e t ' s say i t i s a c o a l o p e r a t i o n . That w i l l 

a f f e c t the game l a n d s f o r the next 20 y e a r s . 

We t h i n k our f i r s t o b l i g a t i o n i s back t o our 

h u n t e r s . We w i l l t a k e some of t h a t advanced r o y a l t y 

money and put i t i n an escrow account t o purchase l a n d 

t o r e p l a c e t h a t l a n d t h a t may not be a v a i l a b l e f o r the 

next 20 y e a r s . 

About f i v e or s i x y e a r s ago, we had t h r e e 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n our l a n d a c q u i s i t i o n b u d g e t . I t h i n k 

t h a t money t h i s year was 150,000 t o 200,000 i n l a n d 

a c q u i s i t i o n . 

Those escrow a c c o u n t s , a g a i n , don't come t o the 

game f u n d . They are a s e p a r a t e a c c o u n t . We use tho s e 

to r e p l a c e l a n d t a k e n t o from the h u n t e r s f o r 

o i l / g a s / m i n e r a l o p e r a t i o n . That i s the purpose of t h o s e 

f u n d s . 

The b i g g e s t one you may be r e f e r r i n g t o i s Penn 

S t a t e . A g a i n , t h a t i s P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n money. That i s 

P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n t o r e p l a c e the l a n d t h a t Penn S t a t e 

put some a f f l u e n t water on t h a t was c o n t a m i n a t e d , and 

they got the l a n d , they p a i d f o r t h a t l a n d . I t was 

mandated t h a t t h o s e monies be used t o buy r e p l a c e m e n t . 



CHAIRMAN STABACK: Are you s a y i n g t h a t the 

P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n money t h a t you r e c e i v e d does not go 

i n t o the game f u n d ? 

MR. ROE: No. T h i s s p e c i f i c c a s e . A l l 

P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n money t h a t we draw down, we spend i t 

f i r s t and then we draw i t back out of the f e d e r a l pool 

of money t h a t i s s i t t i n g t h e r e . 

The s p e c i f i c on the l a n d deal t h a t I am 

r e f e r r i n g t o , based on your q u e s t i o n , was money t h a t 

Penn S t a t e had t o pay f o r d e s t r o y i n g t h a t l a n d - - I 

don't want t o d e s t r o y i n g - - m i s u s i n g t h a t l a n d and t h a t 

money went i n t o an escrow a c c o u n t . 

I t i s hampered by P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n i n the 

sense t h a t you have t o use t h a t money under f e d e r a l 

r u l e s t o r e p l a c e t h a t l a n d t h a t Penn S t a t e now owns. 

Ano t h e r i s s u e , a l l of t h e s e t r a n s a c t i o n s are 

approved by the B o a r d . They are done at p u b l i c 

m e e t i n g s . I t i s s t a t e d where the money i s g o i n g . There 

i s n o t h i n g s e c r e t about t h i s . 

I know we have one of our group of d e t r a c t o r s 

t h a t l o v e s t o throw t h i s red h e r r i n g up. T h i s i s a l l 

done i n a p u b l i c f o r u m . We can show you where a l l of 

the money i s g o i n g . 

I know a n o t h e r case where we had 90 a c r e s 

d e s t r o y e d by a c o a l o p e r a t i o n and never r e p l a c e d t h o s e 



l a n d s . We d i d a good j o b at r e p l a c i n g t h o s e l a n d s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: I t seems t o me, any monies 

t h a t the Game Commission has c o n t r o l over where i t i s i n 

a s e p a r a t e fund or not i s i m m a t e r i a l , any monies t h a t 

you have c o n t r o l o v e r , i n my o p i n i o n , s h o u l d be a p a r t 

of the t o t a l game f u n d . 

Now, how you break i t out from t h e r e , r i g h t , 

remains t o be s e e n . I f you have 50 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n 

an escrow account t h a t i s g o i n g t o be used t o t a l l y f o r 

the purchase of l a n d , t h a t i s f i n e . That i s f i n e t h a t 

you have t h a t a ccount but t h a t money s h o u l d be shown, i n 

my v i e w , as p a r t of the game fund d e d i c a t e d t o the 

c e r t a i n use. 

MR. ROE: And I would argue d i f f e r e n t l y because 

i n the sense i t i s earmarked f o r l a n d , i t doesn't a f f e c t 

my o p e r a t i o n a l budget one i o t a . 

I c o u l d be s i t t i n g here w i t h 70 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 

i n a r e s t r i c t e d a c c o u n t , I c a n ' t use t h a t f o r the 

day-to-day o p e r a t i o n s . I t doesn't impact the bottom 

l i n e on what we d o . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: But because i t i s money t h a t 

i s c o n t r o l l e d by you -¬

MR. ROE: I t i s not c o n t r o l l e d . I t i s 

a v a i l a b l e t o u s . I t i s i n a t h i r d - p a r t y escrow a c c o u n t . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: A l l r i g h t . I guess you and 



I can go back and f o r t h . 

MR. ROE: I would be happy t o t a l k more o f f l i n e 

w i t h you on t h i s o n e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: F o r the r e s t of the d a y , and 

we won't agree on i t . I am the Chairman and I have the 

f i n a l s a y . I would l i k e t o say I wish you would 

r e c o n s i d e r . 

MR. ROE: I would be g l a d t o t e l l you where i t 

i s r i g h t now. A l a d y l e f t i n her w i l l , I t h i n k i t was, 

$160,000 t o purchase game l a n d s . 

I f we b r i n g t h a t i n t o the Ge n e r a l Fund of the 

game f u n d , i t c o u l d go someplace on a day-to-day 

o p e r a t i o n , t h a t i s why i t i s h e l d i n a s e p a r a t e escrow 

a c c o u n t . 

We have a l i t t l e over two m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n 

escrow a c c o u n t s t o r e p l a c e the l a n d s a f f e c t e d by 

o i l / g a s / m i n e r a l . In Penn S t a t e , I t h i n k t h e r e i s 5.2 

m i l l i o n s t r i c t l y t o purchase l a n d . So we can c o n t i n u e 

t o do the same o p e r a t i o n s , s t r i c t l y f o r l a n d p u r c h a s e s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. Okay, C a r l . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G i l l e s p i e ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Thank you, 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

C a r l , j u s t two p o i n t s on a r e a s t h a t you had 

t e s t i f i e d o n . One r e g a r d i n g the w i l d pheasant 



r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t i n Somerset C o u n t y , how i s t h a t 

g o i n g ? 

MR. ROE: P r e t t y w e l l . We are i n our second 

year of s t o c k i n g p h e a s a n t s . So we w i l l see how t h a t 

g o e s . 

The b e s t i n d i c a t o r we have had so f a r i s the 

C e n t r a l Susquehanna one where we f i n i s h e d s t o c k i n g and 

w i l l get an i d e a of what t h a t w i l l be f o r the next two 

or t h r e e y e a r s and then we w i l l see what o p p o r t u n i t y 

a l l o w s . 

A g a i n , w h i l e we are s t o c k i n g b i r d s , the 

p o p u l a t i o n i s u s u a l l y p r e t t y h i g h and might drop o f f 

i n i t i a l l y . We are i n our second year of s t o c k i n g i n 

S o m e r s e t . We w i l l know i n a c o u p l e of y e a r s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Are they tagged w i t h 

any k i n d of r a d a r c o l l a r ? 

MR. ROE: A c e r t a i n p o r t i o n a r e . In f a c t , as 

we see what the m o r t a l i t y i s on t r a n s f e r r i n g a c a p t u r e d 

w i l d b i r d , i t p r o v i d e s some i n t e r e s t i n g d a t a . I t i s an 

e x p e n s i v e p r o c e s s . 

T h i s may be the l a s t a r e a we use t e l e m e t r y o n . 

A f t e r two or t h r e e , we got a p r e t t y good i d e a on how f a r 

t h e y are g o i n g t o f l y and t h o s e s o r t s of t h i n g s . W h i l e 

we used t e l e m e t r y . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Where are t h o s e 



b i r d s coming from? 

MR. ROE: North D a k o t a , South D a k o t a , Montana. 

I t j u s t depends. 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Mr. C h a i r m a n , i f I 

may, r e g a r d i n g the s p e c i a l snow goose s e a s o n . The 

Susquehanna season and the management a r e a , which h o l d s 

about 100,000 snow geese t h i s time a y e a r , you mentioned 

t h e r e i s no need f o r the s p e c i a l season between F e b r u a r y 

and the end of M a r c h . 

Has P e n n s y l v a n i a adopted any of the o t h e r 

r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t are t a k i n g p l a c e i n o t h e r s t a t e s 

r e g a r d i n g e l e c t r o n i c c a l l s or unplugged guns? 

MR. ROE: We have a l l o w e d the e l e c t r o n i c c a l l s 

t o be used f o r snow g e e s e . We haven't used unplugged 

g u n s . I f the y do i t f o r snow geese and then f o r 

r a b b i t s , t h r e e s h o t s f o r most p e o p l e , i t s h o u l d be 

s u f f i c i e n t and b r i n g down a few b i r d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: I s t h e r e a l i m i t on 

the number of snow geese? 

MR. ROE: I want t o say 1 5 , but l e t me c h e c k . 

Yes, 15. 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Chairman M i l l e r ? 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 



To f o l l o w up on the P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n , i f we m i g h t . Do 

we have t o match 25 p e r c e n t of the f u n d s , or 4 m i l l i o n 

you got t o put 1 m i l l i o n i n ? 

The q u e s t i o n i s , we have been e x p e r i e n c i n g 

d e a l i n g w i t h the f e d e r a l s t i m u l u s program where we have 

t o do some maintenance of e f f o r t i n s p e n d i n g , whether i t 

i s e d u c a t i o n a l programs or o t h e r t h i n g s . 

Do you have t o m a i n t a i n a maintenance l e v e l of 

s p e n d i n g ? I mean, b a s i c a l l y , i t sounds t o me you c o u l d 

spend one m i l l i o n d o l l a r s t h a t you were g o i n g t o spend 

anyway and then l e v e r a g e f o u r m i l l i o n from t h i s program 

w i t h o u t p u t t i n g the fund i n g r e a t j e o p a r d y . 

MR. ROE: A b s o l u t e l y . I'm t a l k i n g from a 

bud g e t a r y p o i n t of view e a r l i e r . We a n t i c i p a t e 12 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a year and meeting our match. 

We always exceed the re q u i r e m e n t f o r h a b i t a t 

r e q u i r e d by l a w , so t h a t a l l o w s us t o be the master of 

P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: As f a r as what you can do 

w i t h t h a t money, i s i t s t r i c t l y f o r o p e r a t i o n s or i s i t 

a l s o f o r p u r c h a s e ? 

MR. ROE: I t i s a l s o f o r purchase of equipment 

t h a t we n e e d . We, i n f a c t , purchased some C a t e r p i l l a r s , 

I c a l l them l o p p e r m a c h i n e s , t o knock p o l e t i m b e r down. 

We are l o o k i n g a t u s i n g some P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n because 



over the l a s t few y e a r s , we burned about 1500 a c r e s and 

want to d e c r e a s e the use of f i r e of game l a n d s and 

f o r e s t l a n d s . 

You can buy equipment m o s t l y o r i e n t e d t o 

h a b i t a t d e v e l o p m e n t . That i s the m a j o r i t y of the 

s p e n d i n g . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: And j u s t as a f i n a l 

s t a t e m e n t , I would s u p p o r t Chairman S t a b a c k , not so much 

t h a t the money g e t s counted from escrow a c c o u n t s as p a r t 

of the General Fund f o r the Game Commission but 

c e r t a i n l y i n the e r a of t r a n s p a r e n c y where we are asked 

t o show money. 

I t might go a l o n g way t o d i s p e l some of the 

rumors i f t h a t i s p a r t of any r e p o r t you put o u t . I f 

the i n f o r m a t i o n i s l a i d out t h e r e , we c o u l d d i s p e l some 

of t h i s n e g a t i v i t y . 

MR. ROE: We w i l l make sure escrow i s i n c l u d e d 

i n the annual r e p o r t next y e a r . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Rock? 

REPRESENTATIVE ROCK: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

I j u s t have two b r i e f q u e s t i o n s . The f i r s t i s , 

I guess i t r e l a t e s t o the deer management p l a n . Over 

the l a s t s i x or seven y e a r s , we had r e l a t i v e l y m i l d 

w i n t e r s and d i d n ' t e x p e r i e n c e a l a r g e w i n t e r k i l l . T h i s 



year c o u l d be d i f f e r e n t . 

I have t h r e e and a h a l f f e e t of snow on a p i e c e 

of l a n d and i t c o u l d be t h e r e f o r a l o n g , l o n g t i m e . I 

was j u s t wondering i f t h a t was f i g u r e d i n t o the deer 

management p l a n and how t h a t would a f f e c t doe l i c e n s e 

a l l o c a t i o n s i n the f u t u r e ? 

MR. ROE: A g a i n , as we b u i l d our p o p u l a t i o n 

m o d e l , t h a t p r e h u n t , which w i l l i n c l u d e w i n t e r m o r t a l i t y 

f a w n , we w i l l l o c a l i z e i m p a c t , a b s o l u t e l y . 

When you are d e a l i n g w i t h a w i l d l i f e management 

a r e a , i t i s hard t o tak e i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Those deer 

g o i n g i n t o t h i s w i n t e r season now were p r e t t y h e a l t h y . 

I know i n the f a l l a l o t of deer have good body f a t . 

W i l l they have a b e t t e r s u r v i v a l r a t e ? We j u s t 

don't know. That i s a l l i n the p o p u l a t i o n m o d e l , 

because we b u i l d a model end of September, b e g i n n i n g of 

October i n s t e a d of one i n June where the m o r t a l i t y may 

come behind y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROCK: In an ar e a where the deer 

numbers are v e r y low can c r e a t e some p r o b l e m s . I don't 

know how we would f i x i t . 

MR. ROE: We would f i x i t over t i m e . I f you 

l o o k at w i n t e r m o r t a l i t y , i t has j u s t the o p p o s i t e 

e f f e c t . The a l l o c a t i o n was p r e t t y s t e a d y and had a 

m i l d e r w i n t e r and s u r v i v a b i l i t y was h i g h e r . You would 



e x p e c t an i n c r e a s e . I f we d i d n ' t see t h a t b e d , then i t 

would be a d j u s t e d down based upon the p o p u l a t i o n t r e n d . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROCK: My b i g g e s t c o n c e r n , t h e r e 

are many a r e a s was where the deer numbers are a l r e a d y 

l o w . T h i s c o u l d t a k e us t o the p o i n t - - I'm not sure 

how we r e c o v e r from t h a t . I t i s something t o keep i n 

m i n d . 

My second q u e s t i o n i s w o r k i n g w i t h h a b i t a t 

r e s t o r a t i o n f o r p h e a s a n t s . We have a l o c a l group i n my 

ar e a and one of the q u e s t i o n s t h a t I was asked was 

w i t h i n t h e i r g r o u p , t h e i r s t a t e w i d e g r o u p , they were 

t a l k i n g about the i d e a of a $20 pheasant stamp. I t h i n k 

t h e r e i s s u p p o r t w i t h i n the membership t o do t h a t . 

I heard numbers of up t o - - i f they would s e l l 

what they t h i n k they c o u l d s e l l , would r a i s e two m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s . 

They would o n l y pursue t h a t i f t h a t money would 

be i n a d d i t i o n t o the money t h a t was a l r e a d y i n the 

budget c u r r e n t l y f o r pheasant r e s t o r a t i o n . 

I mean, they wouldn't want t o get t h e i r 

membership t o r e p l a c e pheasants i f t h a t was g o i n g t o be 

what was a l r e a d y b u d g e t e d . And I j u s t wanted t o hear 

what you thought about t h a t . 

MR. ROE: I mentioned Pheasants F o r e v e r . That 

i s a two-edged s w o r d . I f you r a i s e two m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 



I heard the f i g u r e 100,000 pheasant h u n t e r s . We have 

over a m i l l i o n h u n t e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

So, the o t h e r 900,000 are now p a y i n g f o r a 

program t h a t they c a n ' t u t i l i z e . We spend over t h r e e 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s on p r o p a g a t i o n and pheasant r e s t o r a t i o n 

a r e a s now. 

To get a f u l l p r o d u c t i o n , we t h i n k t h a t would 

be c l o s e r t o f o u r m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . Then i t becomes the 

q u e s t i o n t h a t I'm b u y i n g a g e n e r a l h u n t i n g l i c e n s e and a 

p o r t i o n of t h a t i s goi n g f o r pheasants t h a t I c a n ' t hunt 

anymore. I f we s p e n d , what i s i n t h a t pheasant stamp. 

When you deal w i t h earmarked money, i t c o u l d become 

p r o b l e m a t i c . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROCK: I t h i n k the g e n e r a l 

t h i n k i n g t h e r e i s i f we don't -- o b v i o u s l y , we need more 

money and i f we don't get more money, what we are do i n g 

c u r r e n t l y r e a l l y i s n ' t g o i n g t o work. That money i s n ' t 

w e l l s p e n t , but I can see where you are s a y i n g i t i s a 

tough s p o t . 

MR. ROE: R i g h t now, ev e r y h u n t e r has an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o hunt p h e a s a n t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROCK: There are j u s t not many 

of them. 

MR. ROE: 100,000. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROCK: Thank y o u . 



CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H a l u s k a ? 

MR. ROE: I f I may a d d r e s s the i s s u e on 

m o r t a l i t y , and as we go t h r o u g h t h i s , we d i d a s t u d y on 

our a n t l e r l e s s deer i n W i l d l i f e m a g a z i n e . I t i s 2G and 

4B. 

I want t o throw some numbers out t o you t h a t 

were q u i t e s t a r t l i n g t o me. On 2G, a l l of the deer of 

over 400 doe were tagged and r a d i o c o l l a r e d , the 

s u r v i v a l r a t e was 90 p e r c e n t i n 2G. 

I t was 70 p e r c e n t , a l i t t l e over 70 p e r c e n t on 

p r i v a t e l a n d d u r i n g t h a t s t u d y p e r i o d . In 4B, i t was 60 

p e r c e n t s u r v i v a l r a t e on p u b l i c l a n d and j u s t under 80 

p e r c e n t on p r i v a t e l a n d . 

From a l l of the d a t a we are g a t h e r i n g on tagged 

deer and bucks a n d , i n f a c t , a n t l e r l e s s d e e r , a l o t of 

them were s u r v i v i n g d u r i n g our h u n t i n g s e a s o n . 

I don't know what t h a t i n d i c a t e s , but the 

r e a l i t y i s we have a l o t of deer t h a t we tagged t h a t are 

s t i l l r u n n i n g a r o u n d . They are s t i l l tagged and s t i l l 

c o l l a r e d . 

You mentioned c o y o t e s e a r l i e r . We had 1500 

deer t h a t were tagged or c o l l a r e d . We o n l y had f i v e 

p r e d a t e d by c o y o t e s -- by p r e d a t i o n . Three were by 

c o y o t e s , one by b e a r , and one by b o b c a t . These are 

a d u l t d e e r . 



When you l o o k at p r e d a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y on the 

a d u l t s i d e , I'm not j u s t s a y i n g i t doesn't happen. The 

i n d i c a t i o n s a r e , at l e a s t from the deer we have tagged 

and th e y are m o n i t o r i n g , a d u l t p r e d a t i o n i s not t h e r e 

v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE HALUSKA: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

S i n c e we are t a l k i n g so much about l a n d 

p u r c h a s e s , i n T i t l e 34, i s t h e r e s t i l l a c e i l i n g you are 

a l l o w e d t o pay? 

MR. ROE: $400 per a c r e from the game f u n d . 

REPRESENTATIVE HALUSKA: From the game f u n d ? 

MR. ROE: U n l e s s i t i s an i n d e n t u r e or a 

s p e c i a l h a b i t a t f o r s p e c i e s of s p e c i a l c o n c e r n . 

REPRESENTATIVE HALUSKA: But you can waive t h a t 

i f you are t a k i n g t h a t out of the o t h e r f u n d s ? 

MR. ROE: The escrow account does not l i m i t us 

by t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE HALUSKA: Okay. T h a n k s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K e l l e r ? 

REPRESENTATIVE KELLER: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

Thank you f o r your t e s t i m o n y t h i s m o r n i n g . I'm 

go i n g t o ask you a q u e s t i o n . I have been asked t h i s 

q u e s t i o n by f u r t a k e r s . 



They have come t o me and s a i d , l i s t e n . I 

purchased a f u r t a k e r ' s l i c e n s e . Why do I have t o spend 

more money i f I want t o t r a p f i s h e r s or b o b c a t s ? What 

was the r e a s o n i n g f o r t h a t ? 

MR. ROE: To c o n t r o l the t a k e . In o t h e r w o r d s , 

we want t o know who are h u n t i n g f i s h e r s and bo b c a t s so 

we can have an e s t i m a t e of what we a n t i c i p a t e the ta k e 

t o b e . 

I t i s t o f o l l o w a l o n g w i t h s u r v e y s and how you 

were s u c c e s s f u l or not s u c c e s s f u l . The c h a l l e n g e i s t o 

dete r m i n e wide open as we have c o n t r o l l e d i t i n the pas t 

t h r o u g h a l o t t e r y p rogram. We hope t h a t w i l l c o n t r o l 

some of t h a t . 

We don't want t o go hog w i l d on a p o p u l a t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y f i s h e r s a n d , i n f a c t , b o b c a t s , we c o u l d 

t a k e a tremendous ta k e and the p e r m i t g i v e s us an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o n t r o l t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE KELLER: I have never got a f u r 

t a k e r ' s l i c e n s e . I am not knowledgeable on t h i s p i e c e . 

Do we r e q u i r e f u r t a k e r s now t o p r o v i d e any type of 

i n f o r m a t i o n on what they have t a k e n ? 

MR. ROE: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REPRESENTATIVE KELLER: W e l l , then why would we 

not use t h a t as -¬

MR. ROE: Because we know e x a c t l y how many 



bobcat p e r m i t s we put out because t h e r e i s a l o t t e r y 

s y s t e m . 

In r e a l i t y , f o r t h o s e who are h u n t i n g bobcat 

and p a r t i c i p a t e i n the l o t t e r y p r e v i o u s l y , t h e r e i s no 

a d d i t i o n a l c o s t t o them. 

REPRESENTATIVE KELLER: Okay. Very good. 

Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e L e v d a n s k y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: Thank y o u , Chairman 

S t a b a c k . 

C a r l , f i r s t , I j u s t want t o f o l l o w up t o a 

p o i n t t h a t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H a l u s k a r a i s e d about the $400 

an a c r e . That i s the maximum t h a t an agency can 

purchase on l a n d w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of some of tho s e 

i n d e n t u r e and some of the s p e c i a l fund a l l o c a t i o n s . Do 

you f e e l a need at t h i s time t o have t h a t s t a t u t o r y cap 

r a i s e d ? 

MR. ROE: That i s a two-way sword f o r us a l s o . 

In many ways, when we purchase l a n d , we can b r i n g $200 

t o the t a b l e and b r i n g the a d d i t i o n a l monies and I can 

get t o t h a t l a n d . 

I t h i n k i t i s time t o r a i s e t h a t $400 l i m i t . 

A g a i n , i t would be a two-way sword f o r u s . F o r $400 i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a anymore, t h a t doesn't get you a whole l o t 



of a c r e a g e . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: And i t hasn't been 

changed f o r q u i t e some t i m e ? 

MR. ROE: Q u i t e some t i m e . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: R i g h t . T h a t ' s one 

i s s u e . I want t o s w i t c h t o o i l , g a s , and m i n e r a l r i g h t s 

on s t a t e game l a n d s . 

I do un d e r s t a n d -- I was a t a workshop a c o u p l e 

of weekends ago t h a t the Game Commission would be i n 

s u p p o r t of l e g i s l a t i o n t o make i t c l e a r as t o who owns 

the t i t l e t o m i n e r a l r i g h t s o n , p r i n c i p l e i n t e r e s t b e i n g 

M a r c e l l u s g a s , t o make s u r e , i f you c a n ' t f i n d the 

owner, at l e a s t the s u r f a c e owner c o u l d be n o t i f i e d when 

th o s e r i g h t s are go i n g t o e x p i r e so the agency would 

have a chance t o purchase t h o s e r i g h t s . And t h a t would 

c e r t a i n l y make s e n s e . 

And we ought t o do t h a t i n the c o n t e x t o f a gas 

seve r a n c e t a x t h a t I t h i n k w i l l be moving t h r o u g h the 

L e g i s l a t u r e . 

I a l s o want t o c a l l a t t e n t i o n , a g a i n , t o the 

seve r a n c e t a x and my i n t e r e s t i n u s i n g a s m a l l p o r t i o n 

of i t f o r fund -- t o get some a l t e r n a t i v e revenue t o the 

Game and F i s h and Boat Commissions t o fund t h e i r ongoing 

o p e r a t i o n s , because I t h i n k t h e y are a t the p o i n t t o 

keep a s k i n g sportsman t o fund a l l of the t h i n g s t h a t 



t h e s e two w i l d l i f e a g e n c i e s do i n the i n t e r e s t of a l l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s i s not o n l y p e r p e t u a t i n g an i n e q u i t y but 

doesn't get you the k i n d of r e s o u r c e s t o get the j o b f o r 

a l l of P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

One t h i n g r e a l q u i c k I want t o s h i f t t o i s the 

i s s u e of t h i s i s g o i n g t o be -- t h e r e i s g o i n g t o be a 

r e p o r t of the budget and f i n a n c e r e p o r t , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Staback knows and p r o b a b l y most of y o u , on the bear 

management a u d i t . 

We are g o i n g t o be r e l e a s i n g t h a t i n the Budget 

and F i n a n c e Committee t h i s a f t e r n o o n . I don't have any 

q u e s t i o n s r e l a t i v e t o t h a t . 

One a r e a I am a l i t t l e i n t e r e s t e d i n i s t i m b e r 

i n v e n t o r i e s . I t i s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t o n l y about a 

t h i r d of a l l of the game l a n d s have a t i m b e r i n v e n t o r y 

t h a t has been conducted and o n l y about one f i f t h of a l l 

of the acreage have u p - t o - d a t e management p l a n s . 

Why has the Game Commission been so l a x about 

coming up w i t h a r e a l l y good i n v e n t o r y and a good 

management p l a n f o r tho s e i n v e n t o r i e s on s t a t e game 

l a n d s ? 

MR. ROE: I can t e l l you t h a t was one of my 

ar e a s of concern e a r l y on and t h a t i s why we i n t e g r a t e d 

a s t a t e p l a n n i n g model and we put f o r w a r d the f o r e s t 

i n v e n t o r y p l a n a t t h a t t i m e . 



We are f o u r y e a r s i n t o the program. We are 

about a t h i r d of the way t h r o u g h on p l a n s . They are 

q u i t e cumbersome and g e t s people used t o d e a l i n g w i t h 

them but i t i s an i n n o v a t i v e p r o c e s s . 

In o t h e r w o r d s , we approach our game l a n d s as a 

h a b i t a t as opposed t o a f o r e s t r y . That i s why the game 

manager and the f o r e s t e r have an i n t e r e s t i n t h i s . 

Our o b l i g a t i o n s were t o buy h a b i t a t and t o 

p r o v i d e t i m b e r f o r the h e a r t of the i n d u s t r y . We are i n 

t h a t p r o c e s s , a slow p r o c e s s . 

L a s t s p r i n g , we c o u l d n ' t h i r e t h r e e of our 

f a r m e r s because of the h i r i n g f r e e z e . We f e l l a l i t t l e 

b e h i n d . 

W i t h i n f i v e y e a r s we a n t i c i p a t e h a v i n g the f u l l 

c y c l e done. As f a r as game l a n d s p l a n , t h e r e was some 

f o r e s t r y p l a n s t h a t were 20 and 30 y e a r s o l d . From my 

p o i n t of v i e w , t h a t wasn't s a t i s f a c t o r y . We are g o i n g 

t h r o u g h t h a t p r o c e s s . I t w i l l t a k e a few more y e a r s t o 

get t h a t done on a l l of our game l a n d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: And how many 

f o r e s t e r s do you have on s t a f f ? 

MR. ROE: I t h i n k we have around 30 f i e l d 

f o r e s t e r s and 6 r e g i o n a l . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: So you have 30 based 

out of the Bureau of L and Management? 



MR. ROE: No. They are i n the r e g i o n s a t t h i s 

p o i n t i n t i m e . They used t o be i n the Bureau of 

W i l d l i f e H a b i t a t Management. Now t h e y are i n the 

r e g i o n s f o r t h a t s p e c i f i c purpose of i n t e g r a t i n g 

f o r e s t r y i n t o a H a b i t a t Management P l a n on the game 

l a n d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: I'm not p o i n t i n g 

f i n g e r s i n v o l v i n g anyone, but one of the o t h e r r e p o r t s 

t h a t w i l l be r e l e a s e d t h i s morning by the Budget and 

F i n a n c e Committee a l s o l o o k s i n response t o 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H a l u s k a ' s ongoing i n t e r e s t i n t h i s a r e a . 

I t examines t h i s and i t i s r a t h e r s h o c k i n g a t 

l e a s t t o me t h a t o n l y you know, you o n l y have 

u p - t o - d a t e management p l a n s on about 20 p e r c e n t of the 

acreage and about a t h i r d of i t has a t i m b e r i n v e n t o r y . 

When you f a c e the demands t h a t you get t o c u t 

t i m b e r , i f you don't have an i n v e n t o r y or a management 

p l a n , i t a l m o s t doesn't make any sense t o c u t a n y t h i n g 

u n l e s s you r e a l l y know what our i n v e n t o r y i s . 

Y e s , you are g o i n g t o c u t f o r h a b i t a t ; but the 

r e a l i t y i s , you need t o c u t i n a way t h a t not o n l y i s 

good f o r the environment i n the h a b i t a t but you a l s o 

have t o do i t w i t h some l o n g - t e r m , you know, p e r s p e c t i v e 

i n mind on how you can maximize your revenue w i t h o u t 

n e g a t i v e l y i m p a c t i n g r e s o u r c e s . 



MR. ROE: I would say we do have a g e n e r a l i d e a 

as t o what we have on our game l a n d s . We know t h a t 10 

p e r c e n t i s e a r l y s u c c e s s i o n a l , 10 p e r c e n t i s i n 

l a r g e / s m a l l t i m b e r , t h a t i s 12 t o 18 i n c h e s and t h a t i s 

54 p e r c e n t of our i n v e n t o r y . And f u l l t i m b e r i s about 

a n o t h e r 26 p e r c e n t . 

So a t the macro l e v e l , we c e r t a i n l y know what 

we have out t h e r e . S p e c i f i c t o each game l a n d s , t h a t i s 

the purpose of i n t e g r a t e d p l a n n i n g . 

I ' l l t a l k more about t h i s t h i s a f t e r n o o n i f we 

are g i v e n the o p p o r t u n i t y , the approach was a f o r e s t 

management program as opposed t o a h a b i t a t management 

program. 

I mentioned t h a t i f , i n f a c t , l e t ' s s a y , we 

have an oak s t a n d t h a t i s the o n l y hard mast p r o d u c i n g 

oak s t a n d i n the 1 2 5 - y e a r - o l d oak t r e e and the next oak 

s t a n d i s p r o d u c i n g f o u r m i l e s away, from a f o r e s t 

management p o i n t o f v i e w , we t a k e t h o s e oak t r e e s out 

because they are t h e r e f o r the m a r k e t . 

From a h a b i t a t p o i n t of v i e w , we wouldn't t a k e 

t h o s e down f o r a n o t h e r 30, 40, or 50 y e a r s u n t i l we have 

oak r e g e n e r a t i o n t h a t r e p l a c e s t h o s e mast r e p r o d u c i n g 

t r e e s . 

Our approach t o the h a b i t a t environment i s 

q u i t e d i f f e r e n t than i t was on a pure f o r e s t r y m o d e l . 



A n o t h e r example i s , i n f a c t , we are surrounded by s t a t e 

f o r e s t on the s t a t e game l a n d s . 

They are managing f o r our f o r e s t around game 

l a n d s , why would you want t o c o n t i n u e w i t h t h a t f o r e s t 

or i n t e g r a t e d i f f e r e n t h a b i t a t s ? Why wouldn't we put i t 

i n t o b e n e f i t a v a r i e t y of s p e c i e s . That won't be a 

good f o r e s t r y , but i t would a good h a b i t a t management. 

That i s the d i f f e r e n c e between the two 

approaches between us and DCNR i n p a r t i c u l a r . That i s 

my concern w i t h the s t u d y we w i l l hear t h i s a f t e r n o o n , 

i f we use a h a b i t a t approach as opposed t o a pure 

f o r e s t r y a p p r o a c h . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: Thank you, Mr. 

C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. C a r l , one l a s t 

q u e s t i o n r e g a r d i n g l i c e n s i n g s a l e s . I have been t o l d 

t h a t s a l e s are r u n n i n g ahead of l a s t y e a r ' s numbers. I s 

t h a t h o l d i n g t r u e up u n t i l now? 

MR. ROE: R i g h t now, t h a t i s c o r r e c t . Our 

g e n e r a l h u n t i n g l i c e n s e s a l e s are up about 4 p e r c e n t . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Would you c o n t r i b u t e t h a t t o 

a r c h e r y s a l e s ? 

MR. ROE: No. That i s a s e p a r a t e f i g u r e . 

These are j u s t g e n e r a l h u n t i n g l i c e n s e s up t o 4 p e r c e n t . 

A r c h e r y i s up about 7 p e r c e n t . That was about 17,000 



a d d i t i o n a l l i c e n s e s f o r a r c h e r y s o l d t h i s y e a r . That 

c o u l d be crossbow or c o u l d be a p o r t i o n o f the g e n e r a l 

h u n t i n g l i c e n s e t h a t went up a l s o . We're not s u r e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. One f i n a l s t a t e m e n t . 

That i s t h a t any d o l l a r s t h a t the Gaming Commission has 

a c c e s s t o f o r spe n d i n g p u rchases s h o u l d be shown as p a r t 

of the Ge n e r a l Fund so t h a t t o t a l v a l u e of t h a t fund 

c o u l d never be c h a l l e n g e d as not b e i n g c o r r e c t . 

On t h a t n o t e , t h a t w i l l c o n c l u d e t o d a y ' s 

h e a r i n g . I want t o thank you f o r b e i n g here and the 

manner i n which you conducted y o u r s e l f and the manner i n 

which you responded t o some tough q u e s t i o n s . Thank you 

a g a i n . You demonstrated y o u r s e l f t o be v e r y 

p r o f e s s i o n a l i n t h a t manner. 

I want t o remind the Members t h a t tomorrow 

morning, we are back here a g a i n at 10:00 a.m. t o ta k e 

the t e s t i m o n y and annual r e p o r t of the F i s h and Boat 

C o m m i s s i o n . 

(The h e a r i n g c o n c l u d e d a t 11:38 a.m.) 


