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CHAIRMAN STABACK: The hour of 10:00 a.m. 

h a v i n g a r r i v e d , I w i l l c a l l t h i s h e a r i n g of t h e H ouse 

Game and F i s h e r i e s Committee t o o r d e r . 

The purpose of t o d a y ' s h e a r i n g i s t o ta k e 

t e s t i m o n y on the annual r e p o r t from the F i s h and Boat 

C o m m i s s i o n . Here today r e p r e s e n t i n g the Commission i s 

Mr. B r i a n B a r n e r , the A c t i n g D i r e c t o r of the Co m m i s s i o n . 

B e f o r e we get s t a r t e d , I would l i k e the members 

of the Committee p r e s e n t t o i d e n t i f y t h e m s e l v e s and the 

ar e a t h a t they r e p r e s e n t , s t a r t i n g on my r i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Good m o r n i n g . Bryan 

C u t l e r , S o u t h e r n L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y , 100th D i s t r i c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE KELLER: Good morning. Mark 

K e l l e r , 86th D i s t r i c t , P e r r y and F r a n k l i n C o u n t i e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE COSTA: Dom C o s t a , 21st 

D i s t r i c t , A l l e g h e n y C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE SONNEY: Good m o r n i n g . C u r t 

Sonney, 4th D i s t r i c t , E a s t e r n E r i e C o u n t y . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Ron M i l l e r , 93rd D i s t r i c t , 

York C o u n t y , R e p u b l i c a n C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Ed S t a b a c k , Democratic 

C h a i r m a n , N o r t h e r Lackawanna and S o u t h e r n Wayne 

C o u n t i e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE McGEEHAN: Mike McGeehan, 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 



REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Good m o r n i n g . K e i t h 

G i l l e s p i e , 47th D i s t r i c t , E a s t e r n York C o u n t y , r i g h t 

a l o n g the Susquehanna R i v e r . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Good m o r n i n g . Dan Moul 

from Adams and F r a n k l i n C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Good m o r n i n g . Deberah 

K u l a , F a y e t t e and Westmoreland C o u n t y , 52nd D i s t r i c t . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank y o u . 

With t h a t , I w i l l t u r n the f l o o r over t o Deputy 

D i r e c t o r Mr. B a r n e r . B r i a n , welcome. You can s t a r t 

your t e s t i m o n y whenever you're r e a d y . 

MR. BARNER: Good m o r n i n g , Chairman S t a b a c k , 

Chairman M i l l e r , and members of the House Game and 

F i s h e r i e s Committee. 

My name i s B r i a n B a r n e r , and I am the A c t i n g 

E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a F i s h and Boat 

C o m m i s s i o n . 

On b e h a l f of our Board o f Commissioners and 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s a n g l e r s and b o a t e r s , thank you f o r the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o share t h i s r e p o r t w i t h you t o d a y . 

The Commissioners asked me t o s e r v e i n t h i s 

c a p a c i t y upon the r e t i r e m e n t of E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 

A u s t e n , and I w i l l do so u n t i l t h e y name a permanent 

r e p l a c e m e n t . 

I a l r e a d y know some o f you t h r o u g h my p o s i t i o n 



as the agency's Deputy f o r A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , B o a t i n g , and 

E n g i n e e r i n g . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Would you move the 

microphone c l o s e r t o you? 

MR. BARNER: As most o f you are aware, the 

m i s s i o n of the P e n n s y l v a n i a F i s h and Boat Commission i s 

to p r o t e c t , c o n s e r v e , and enhance the Commonwealth's 

a q u a t i c r e s o u r c e s and p r o v i d e f i s h i n g and b o a t i n g 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

The Commission i s an inde p e n d e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

agency w i t h s t a t u t o r y a u t h o r i t y and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 

th e s e m a t t e r s . 

From s t o c k i n g waterways and managing n a t i v e 

p o p u l a t i o n s of f i s h , r e p t i l e s , and amphibians t o 

p a t r o l l i n g l a k e s and r e s t o r i n g h a b i t a t s , our employees 

s t r i v e t o p r o t e c t the r e s o u r c e , f o r the r e s o u r c e i s the 

f o u n d a t i o n f o r e v e r y t h i n g we d o . 

We a c c o m p l i s h t h i s m i s s i o n w i t h a r e l a t i v e l y 

s m a l l , f u l l - t i m e complement of 432 e m p l o y e e s , c o n s i s t i n g 

of d e d i c a t e d waterways c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e r s , 

b i o l o g i s t s , f i s h c u l t u r i s t s , e n g i n e e r s , and o t h e r 

p r o f e s s i o n a l and s u p p o r t s t a f f . 

We have a p p r o x i m a t e l y 150 temporary and 

s e a s o n a l employees who are h i r e d d u r i n g p e r i o d s o f peak 

o p e r a t i o n , and we a l s o r e l y on a network of v o l u n t e e r s 



and o t h e r p a r t n e r s t o c a r r y out our w o r k. 

These v o l u n t e e r s i n c l u d e 170 deputy waterways 

c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e r s and s c o r e s o f water rescue 

t r a i n e r s . 

We e x p l a i n our a c t i v i t i e s more f u l l y i n our 

2009 Annual R e p o r t , which i s i n c l u d e d i n your p a c k e t s 

and can a l s o be found on our w e b s i t e a t f i s h a n d b o a t . c o m . 

B e f o r e I share some of the h i g h l i g h t s from l a s t 

y e a r , I would l i k e t o thank you and your c o l l e a g u e s i n 

the Senate f o r c o n t i n u i n g t o s u p p o r t our work i n the 

Lake E r i e W a t e r s h e d . 

T h i s p a s t y e a r , you passed A c t 4 0 , which 

p r o v i d e s t h a t proceeds from the s a l e of Lake E r i e 

p e r m i t s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be d e p o s i t e d i n t o a r e s t r i c t e d 

revenue account u n t i l December 3 1 s t , 2014. 

In a d d i t i o n t o c o n t i n u i n g t o p r o v i d e f o r p u b l i c 

a c c e s s , t h e s e funds may now be used f o r p r o j e c t s t h a t 

p r o t e c t or improve f i s h h a b i t a t . 

S i n c e t h i s program was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 2005, and 

w i t h the h e l p of many p a r t n e r s , we have a c q u i r e d 

permanent f i s h i n g easements or o u t r i g h t ownership of 

over 12.5 m i l e s of t r i b u t a r y streams near the w a t e r s h e d . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s s t e e l h e a d f i s h e r y i s n a t i o n a l l y 

renowned, and our E r i e A c c e s s Improvement Program shows 

how d e d i c a t e d f u n d i n g f o r a c c e s s can be l e v e r a g e d t o 



connect people w i t h the r e s o u r c e . 

Thanks a l s o t o Chairman Staback f o r i n t r o d u c i n g 

House B i l l 2 2 3 3 , which w i l l update and improve the F i s h 

and Boat Code. 

Wh i l e many o f the changes are t e c h n i c a l i n 

n a t u r e , two i n p a r t i c u l a r w i l l b e n e f i t many 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . 

One change s i m p l i f i e s the p r o c e s s f o r the 

i s s u a n c e of f r e e i n s t i t u t i o n a l f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s and 

a l l o w s f o r more f a c i l i t i e s t o p r o v i d e f i s h i n g as a 

t h e r a p e u t i c o p p o r t u n i t y . 

The o t h e r p r o v i d e s f o r an exemption f o r f i s h i n g 

l i c e n s e s t o p a r t i c i p a n t s i n s t r u c t u r e d e d u c a t i o n a l 

p r o g r a m s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e o f f e r e d by p a r k s , n a t u r e 

c e n t e r s , and c o n s e r v a t i o n s d i s t r i c t s . 

L e t ' s now t u r n t o some o f the h i g h l i g h t s from 

t h i s p a s t y e a r . D u r i n g our r e p o r t f o r 2008, we t o l d you 

t h a t we e x p e c t e d t o see P e n n s y l v a n i a n s c o n t i n u e t o f i s h 

t h r o u g h o u t the economic d o w n t u r n . 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s a l e s tend t o 

i n c r e a s e d u r i n g l e a n economic t i m e s and p e r i o d s o f h i g h 

unemployment, and 2009 was no e x c e p t i o n . 

L i c e n s e s a l e s i n c r e a s e d by more than 4 p e r c e n t 

i n 2009. We s o l d n e a r l y 871,000 f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s , a 

l i t t l e over 500,000 t r o u t / s a l m o n p e r m i t s , and a t o t a l o f 



more than 112,000 Lake E r i e and C o m b i n a t i o n Lake E r i e 

and t r o u t / s a l m o n p e r m i t s . 

These i n c r e a s e s r e i n f o r c e the n o t i o n t h a t 

people r e t u r n t o f i s h i n g as an a f f o r d a b l e , 

f a m i l y - o r i e n t e d a c t i v i t y i n hard economic t i m e s . 

F i s h i n g c o n t i n u e s t o be an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f 

l o c a l , r e g i o n a l , and s t a t e w i d e e c o n o m i e s . The most 

r e c e n t f i g u r e s from the US F i s h and W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e 

e s t i m a t e t h a t f i s h i n g g e n e r a t e s an o v e r a l l annual 

economic b e n e f i t of over 1.65 b i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

F i s h i n g a l s o s u p p o r t s n e a r l y 18,000 j o b s and 

g e n e r a t e s about 120 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s per year i n s t a t e 

and l o c a l t a x r e v e n u e s . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s l a k e s , p o n d s , r e s e r v o i r s , and 

thousands of m i l e s of r i v e r s and streams a l s o h osted a 

l o t o f a c t i v i t y f o r the Commonwealth's 2.5 m i l l i o n 

r e s i d e n t and n o n r e s i d e n t b o a t e r s i n 2009. 

These i n d i v i d u a l s r e g i s t e r e d 338,000 b o a t s , 

enjoyed b o a t i n g p r i v i l e g e s w i t h t e n s of thousands of 

unpowered and u n r e g i s t e r e d b o a t s , and c o l l e c t i v e l y 

produced an e s t i m a t e d impact of 1.7 b i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r 

the Commonwealth's economy. 

Combined, a n g l e r s and b o a t e r s c o n t r i b u t e n e a r l y 

3.4 b i l l i o n d o l l a r s t o P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s economy each y e a r . 



T h i s was most e v i d e n t l a s t summer when 

P i t t s b u r g h hosted the p r e s t i g i o u s F o r e s t Wood Cup 

f i s h i n g t o u r n a m e n t , the w o r l d ' s r i c h e s t bass f i s h i n g 

tournament w i t h a one m i l l i o n d o l l a r f i r s t p r i z e . 

P r o f e s s i o n a l a n g l e r s spent f o u r days p u r s u i n g 

bass on the Three R i v e r s w h i l e f a n s f l o c k e d t o 

tournament venues and l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s . 

We were honored t o p a r t n e r w i t h tournament 

o r g a n i z e r s t o , once a g a i n , show the w o r l d one of the 

Commonwealth's f i r s t - c l a s s f i s h e r i e s . 

P l e a s e note t h a t P i t t s b u r g h w i l l draw 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n a g a i n t h i s f a l l as we co h o s t the 

2010 annual meeting o f the American F i s h e r i e s S o c i e t y 

from September 12th th r o u g h September 1 6 t h . 

The Commission remains committed t o p l a y i n g an 

a c t i v e r o l e i n the s t u d y and management o f the Three 

R i v e r s s y s t e m , and t h i s work w i l l be h i g h l i g h t e d when 

f i s h e r i e s p r o f e s s i o n a l s from around the w o r l d come t o 

the S t e e l C i t y t h i s f a l l . 

S p e aking of l a r g e r i v e r s , our b i o l o g i s t s a l s o 

spent a l o t of time l a s t y ear w o r k i n g t o p r o t e c t the 

l o n g - t e r m h e a l t h o f the Upper Delaware R i v e r . 

In p a r t i c u l a r , we c r a f t e d a j o i n t 

recommendation w i t h the New York S t a t e Department o f 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l C o n s e r v a t i o n f o r b e t t e r management of 



water r e l e a s e d from New York C i t y water s u p p l y 

r e s e r v o i r s t o Delaware R i v e r t r i b u t a r i e s . 

The recommendation c a l l s f o r improved f l o w 

management t o b e t t e r s u p p o r t c o l d water f i s h e r i e s and 

s p e c i e s such as the f e d e r a l l y and s t a t e endangered dwarf 

wedgemussel. 

Moving from the Delaware t o the Susquehanna 

W a t e r s h e d , the Commission worked i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h the 

US G e o l o g i c a l s u r v e y and the P e n n s y l v a n i a Department o f 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n t o d i a g n o s e ongoing problems 

w i t h smallmouth b a s s . 

Problems were f i r s t d e t e c t e d i n the m i d d l e 

reaches of the r i v e r i n 2005, when Commission b i o l o g i s t s 

found u n u s u a l l y h i g h numbers of dead and d i s t r e s s e d 

smallmouth b a s s . 

We l a t e r d e t e r m i n e d t h a t the a f f e c t e d f i s h were 

s u f f e r i n g from i n f e c t i o n s r e l a t e d t o a common s o i l and 

water b a c t e r i u m c a l l e d C o l u m n a r i s . 

The d i s e a s e i s c o n s i d e r e d a s e c o n d a r y i n f e c t i o n 

b rought on by e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s t h a t s t r e s s f i s h , 

weakening t h e i r a b i l i t y t o cope w i t h the b a c t e r i a . The 

same b a c t e r i u m was d i s c o v e r e d a g a i n i n 2007 and 2008. 

In October 2009, the US G e o l o g i c a l Survey 

r e l e a s e d a two-year water q u a l i t y s t u d y , which found 

s t r e s s f a c t o r s such as e l e v a t e d water t e m p e r a t u r e and 



low d i s s o l v e d oxygen c o n c e n t r a t i o n s d u r i n g the c r i t i c a l 

May t h r o u g h J u l y development p e r i o d f o r smallmouth b a s s . 

W h i l e the causes of t h i s d e g r a d a t i o n have y e t 

to be p i n p o i n t e d , we remain committed t o w o r k i n g w i t h 

the US G e o l o g i c a l S u r v e y , DEP and the US EPA t o f i g u r e 

out what i s happening and we w i l l c o n t i n u e t o encourage 

t h a t the n e c e s s a r y s t e p s be tak e n t o improve the h e a l t h 

of the r i v e r . 

W h i l e the Commission i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a l l 

f i s h , a m p h i b i a n s , r e p t i l e s , and o t h e r a q u a t i c o r g a n i s m s , 

we know t h a t t r o u t are of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t t o you and 

your c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

S i n c e t h e y are both i n d i c a t o r s of h e a l t h y 

ecosystems and p r i z e d g a m e f i s h , we t a k e a v e r y 

d e l i b e r a t e approach t o managing our w i l d and s t o c k e d 

t r o u t f i s h e r i e s . 

In the p a s t t e n y e a r s , we have conducted a 

number o f e v a l u a t i o n s t o h e l p us r e f i n e t r o u t 

management. 

These e v a l u a t i o n s i n c l u d e s t a t e w i d e a n g l e r use 

and h a r v e s t assessments of both w i l d t r o u t and s t o c k e d 

t r o u t w a t e r s . A T r o u t Summit w i t h the a n g l i n g p u b l i c ; 

economic and c o s t - b e n e f i t assessments and s t o c k e d t r o u t 

r e s i d e n c y s t u d i e s . 

Armed w i t h a l l o f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , we convened 



a 37-member T r o u t Work Group t o h e l p us d e v e l o p a 

f i v e - y e a r S t r a t e g i c P l a n f o r the Management of T r o u t 

F i s h e r i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Our Board of Commissioners adopted the p l a n i n 

October of 2009, and i t s e t s the immediate d i r e c t i o n o f 

t r o u t management w i t h i n the a g e n c y , i d e n t i f i e s p r i o r i t y 

needs and a c t i o n s and p r o v i d e s a means o f measuring 

p r o g r e s s . The f u l l p l a n i s a v a i l a b l e on our w e b s i t e . 

T r o u t management i l l u s t r a t e s how we r e l y on 

p a r t n e r s h i p s t o a c c o m p l i s h j u s t about e v e r y t h i n g we d o . 

P a r t n e r s h i p s are p a r t i c u l a r l y c r i t i c a l t o l e v e r a g i n g 

h a b i t a t p r o j e c t s . 

One of the most e x c i t i n g c u r r e n t i n i t i a t i v e s 

f o r f i s h h a b i t a t i s the N a t i o n a l F i s h H a b i t a t A c t i o n 

P l a n , which i s r e c e i v i n g C o n g r e s s i o n a l a t t e n t i o n through 

the N a t i o n a l F i s h H a b i t a t C o n s e r v a t i o n A c t . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a has been a l e a d e r i n d e v e l o p i n g 

t h i s p l a n and i s committed t o w o r k i n g towards 

c o n g r e s s i o n a l p a s s a g e . 

I f e n a c t e d , the B i l l i s ex p e c t e d t o a u t h o r i z e 

up t o 75 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s per year n a t i o n a l l y f o r the 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the p l a n , p r o v i d i n g c r i t i c a l s u p p o r t 

f o r p r o j e c t s a c r o s s P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

S i x members of our c o n g r e s s i o n a l d e l e g a t i o n are 

co s p o n s o r s i n the House and S e n a t o r Casey i s a cosp o n s o r 



i n the S e n a t e . 

A few examples of some of our o t h e r e f f e c t i v e 

p a r t n e r s h i p s are worth m e n t i o n i n g as w e l l : 

We r e l y on an i n c r e d i b l e network o f c o o p e r a t i v e 

n u r s e r i e s . In 2009, we s u p p l i e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1.2 

m i l l i o n t r o u t f i n g e r l i n g s t o c o o p e r a t i v e n u r s e r i e s t o 

h e l p us meet a n g l e r e x p e c t a t i o n s ; and we p r o v i d e d g r a n t 

f u n d i n g t o 35 o f t h e s e n u r s e r i e s t o t a l i n g n e a r l y $80,000 

f o r n u r s e r y improvement p r o j e c t s . 

T h i s p a s t y e a r , we awarded 1.3 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 

t o 14 g r a n t e e s under the Sinnemahoning Creek Watershed 

R e s t o r a t i o n Grant Program t o d e v e l o p and b e n e f i t 

r e c r e a t i o n a l f i s h i n g and b o a t i n g and the a q u a t i c 

r e s o u r c e s of E l k , Cameron, McKean, and P o t t e r C o u n t i e s . 

We p r o v i d e d over $52,000 f o r 12 S p o r t f i s h i n g 

and A q u a t i c Resource E d u c a t i o n G r a n t s t o d e v e l o p or 

expand programs t h a t t e a c h f i s h i n g and b o a t i n g s k i l l s or 

t o educate p a r t i c i p a n t s about waterways and the 

organisms t h a t l i v e w i t h i n them. 

We p r o v i d e d more than one m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n 

B o a t i n g F a c i l i t y G r a n t s t o 14 e n t i t i e s t o a c q u i r e or 

improve p u b l i c b o a t i n g a c c e s s . 

We awarded two g r a n t s t o t a l i n g more than 2.5 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n f e d e r a l p a s s - t h r o u g h f u n d i n g t o 

venues i n the P i t t s b u r g h a r e a f o r the development of 



b o a t i n g mooring f a c i l i t i e s f o r l a r g e , t r a n s i e n t 

r e c r e a t i o n a l b o a t s . 

We awarded n i n e S t a t e W i l d l i f e G r a n t s t o t a l i n g 

a l m o s t $800,000 i n f e d e r a l p a s s - t h r o u g h f u n d i n g t o h e l p 

c o n s e r v e p r i o r i t y s p e c i e s and h a b i t a t s i d e n t i f i e d i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s S t a t e W i l d l i f e A c t i o n P l a n . 

These g r a n t programs a l l o w us t o a c h i e v e more 

than we ever c o u l d w i t h j u s t our own s t a f f and 

r e s o u r c e s . 

T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y noteworthy g i v e n t h a t t h e s e 

g r a n t s account f o r l e s s than 5 p e r c e n t of our e n t i r e 

annual b u d g e t . 

To round out t h i s s e c t i o n o f the r e p o r t , I 

would l i k e t o g i v e you a q u i c k update on our major 

Growing Greener I I funded h a t c h e r y improvement p r o j e c t s 

and work on two of our l a r g e dam p r o j e c t s . 

We have s u c c e s s f u l l y completed e f f l u e n t and 

p r o d u c t i o n upgrades a t our T y l e r s v i l l e , P l e a s a n t Gap, 

and B e l l e f o n t e S t a t e F i s h H a t c h e r i e s . 

We are a c t i v e l y w o r k i n g t o make much-needed 

improvements a t our Benner S p r i n g and H u n t s d a l e 

f a c i l i t i e s , both of which are s c h e d u l e d f o r c o m p l e t i o n 

i n 2 010. 

Work a t our R e y n o l d s d a l e h a t c h e r y i s a l s o 

s c h e d u l e d t o b e g i n sometime t h i s coming summer or e a r l y 



f a l l and w i l l be the f i n a l p r o j e c t funded w i t h our 

a l l o c a t i o n of Growing Greener I I bond f u n d s . 

I am p l e a s e d t o r e p o r t t h a t the upgrades a t the 

t h r e e completed f a c i l i t i e s are w o r k i n g as d e s i g n e d and 

w i l l l e a v e a l e g a c y of c l e a n e r , s a f e r water f o r both the 

f i s h and the a n g l e r s who pursue them. 

We are proud of t h i s work and would welcome the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o host a t o u r of the p r o j e c t s f o r the 

Committee. 

By w o r k i n g w i t h l o c a l p a r t n e r s , L e g i s l a t o r s , 

and the Governor's O f f i c e , we a l s o matched Growing 

Greener I I d o l l a r s a t r a t i o s as h i g h as 3-to-1 t o 

upgrade the dams at L e a s e r Lake i n L e h i g h County and 

Opossum Lake i n Cumberland C o u n t y . 

In 2009, we were a l s o awarded 10.2 m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s t h r o u g h the H2O PA A c t t o s u p p o r t our e f f o r t s 

w i t h making needed r e p a i r s and upgrades t o f i v e 

Commonwealth-owned h i g h hazard dams. 

L i k e we d i d w i t h the L e a s e r and Opossum L a k e s , 

we hope t o work w i t h p a r t n e r s t o l e v e r a g e t h e s e funds t o 

h e l p ensure the l o n g - t e r m , s a f e o p e r a t i o n o f the f i v e 

f a c i l i t i e s . 

W h i l e t h i s i s a g r e a t s t a r t , p l e a s e note t h a t 

the Commissions manages n i n e o t h e r h i g h hazard dams t h a t 

w i l l r e q u i r e an e s t i m a t e d 50 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n 



improvements t o b r i n g them i n t o c o m p l i a n c e w i t h c u r r e n t 

dam s a f e t y s t a n d a r d s . 

I'd p r e f e r t o c o n t i n u e s h a r i n g our s u c c e s s 

s t o r i e s , but i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t I mention some of our 

c h a l l e n g e s . 

L i k e o t h e r a g e n c i e s , the Commission i s 

s t r u g g l i n g t o keep up w i t h the r a p i d pace o f n a t u r a l gas 

e x p l o r a t i o n and development i n the M a r c e l l u s s h a l e z o n e . 

One way t o h e l p ensure t h a t a q u a t i c r e s o u r c e s 

are p r o t e c t e d i s t h r o u g h the w i s e use of revenues 

g e n e r a t e d by the proposed s e v e r a n c e t a x on t h e s e n a t u r a l 

gas development a c t i v i t i e s . 

We agree w i t h the need f o r t h i s development, 

t h e r e are c r i t i c a l c o n c e r n s t h a t must be a d d r e s s e d . 

These i n c l u d e the p o t e n t i a l f o r the spread of i n v a s i v e 

s p e c i e s , i m p a c t s of d r i l l i n g and d r i l l i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

on the q u a l i t y o f our s t r e a m s , and the h a n d l i n g o f 

w a s t e w a t e r . 

Prompted by c o n c e r n s over the p o s s i b l e spread 

of i n v a s i v e s p e c i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the w i d e s p r e a d 

movement of d r i l l i n g equipment and w a t e r , we began 

w o r k i n g w i t h DEP, the Delaware R i v e r B a s i n C o m m i s s i o n , 

and the Susquehanna R i v e r B a s i n Commission t o encourage 

the d i s i n f e c t i o n of the M a r c e l l u s - r e l a t e d equipment t h a t 

comes i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h w a t e r . We are o p t i m i s t i c t h a t 



the p r o t o c o l s w i l l m i n i m i z e t h i s r i s k . 

Many people do not r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e are s t i l l 

t e n s of thousands of stream s e c t i o n s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

t h a t have y e t t o be s u r v e y e d t o d e t e r m i n e whether the y 

c o n t a i n w i l d t r o u t . 

In 2009, we began a s s e s s i n g a p r i o r i t i z e d l i s t 

o f w a t e r s w i t h the p o t e n t i a l t o s u p p o r t w i l d t r o u t , w i t h 

an emphasis on streams w i t h i n the M a r c e l l u s s h a l e 

r e g i o n s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

In c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h o t h e r p a r t n e r s , our 

b i o l o g i s t s w i l l c o n t i n u e t h i s work as time and r e s o u r c e s 

a l l o w , w i t h the goal of documenting and e n s u r i n g 

enhanced p r o t e c t i o n of our most s e n s i t i v e c o l d - w a t e r 

f i s h e r i e s . 

F i n a l l y , on the M a r c e l l u s f r o n t , we want t o 

make sure t h a t the wastewater from d r i l l i n g s i t e s does 

not compromise water q u a l i t y . 

To t h a t e n d , we s u p p o r t DEP's c u r r e n t p r o p o s a l 

t o r e g u l a t e t o t a l d i s s o l v e d s o l i d s a t the p o i n t o f 

d i s c h a r g e . 

The r e c e n t c o n d i t i o n of h i g h t o t a l d i s s o l v e d 

s o l i d s c o n c e n t r a t i o n s i n the Mononaghela R i v e r i s the 

extreme case we want t o a v o i d . 

Many or our streams and r i v e r s , l i k e the 

Mononaghela, have made amazing r e c o v e r i e s over the p a s t 



s e v e r a l decades and i t would be v e r y u n f o r t u n a t e t o see 

them d e c l i n e a g a i n . 

A major c h a l l e n g e f o r us i n a d d r e s s i n g 

M a r c e l l u s s h a l e n a t u r a l gas development a c t i v i t y i s 

t h a t , u n l i k e DEP, we cannot r a i s e p e r m i t f e e s t o fund 

and b r i n g on a d d i t i o n a l s t a f f t o d e a l w i t h the many 

i s s u e s s u r r o u n d i n g i t s d e v e l o p m e n t . 

With the r a p i d i n c r e a s e i n w e l l d r i l l i n g 

a c t i v i t y and w i t h o u t a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g , the Commission 

i s s e v e r e l y l i m i t e d i n i t s a b i l i t y t o work w i t h DEP and 

the n a t u r a l gas d e v e l o p e r s . 

As a r e s u l t , we w i l l miss o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 

p r o a c t i v e l y work w i t h DEP and the d r i l l i n g community t o 

m i n i m i z e and a v o i d i m p a c t s t o a q u a t i c r e s o u r c e s . 

We want t o be p r o a c t i v e , and we t h i n k the 

r e s o u r c e d e s e r v e s i t . To t h a t e n d , the Commission 

s u p p o r t s the enactment of a s e v e r a n c e t a x t h a t a l l o c a t e s 

f u n d i n g f o r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e c o n s e r v a t i o n . 

We t h i n k d e d i c a t i n g a p o r t i o n of a s e v e r a n c e 

t a x t o enhance c o n s e r v a t i o n w i l l be a w i s e i n v e s t m e n t 

f o r the Commonwealth as we meet energy demands w h i l e 

c o n s e r v i n g a q u a t i c r e s o u r c e s . 

A n g l e r s and b o a t e r s a c r o s s the Commonwealth 

a g r e e , and t h e y are e x p r e s s i n g the need t o make sure 

t h a t c o n s e r v a t i o n i s p a r t o f the e q u a t i o n , i f and when 



such a f e e i s e s t a b l i s h e d i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Of c o u r s e , one o f our p e r s i s t e n t c h a l l e n g e s i s 

t o s e c u r e and m a i n t a i n b a s i c f u n d i n g f o r the programs 

and s e r v i c e s demanded by a n g l e r s and b o a t e r s and f o r the 

s e r v i c e s we p r o v i d e t o the Commonwealth at l a r g e . 

I w i l l c o n c l u d e my remarks by b u i l d i n g on a 

c o n v e r s a t i o n t h a t began w i t h t h i s Committee two y e a r s 

ago. 

At t h a t t i m e , you encouraged us t o come up w i t h 

i n n o v a t i v e ways t o fund the agency w i t h the goal o f 

m i n i m i z i n g the e f f e c t s o f a boom-and-bust c y c l e 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h l a r g e , p e r i o d i c f e e i n c r e a s e s . 

D u r i n g t h e s e c y c l e s , l a r g e f e e i n c r e a s e s are 

f o l l o w e d by c o r r e s p o n d i n g drops of 7 t o 10 p e r c e n t i n 

l i c e n s e s a l e s , from which we never f u l l y r e c o v e r . 

As we have d i s c u s s e d w i t h t h i s Committee and 

w i t h many of y o u , t h i s model r e s u l t s i n two major 

d r a w b a c k s . 

F i r s t , the boom-and-bust c y c l e s e r i o u s l y 

damages our a b i l i t y t o p l a n and o p e r a t e s t r a t e g i c a l l y , 

e s p e c i a l l y toward the end o f a c y c l e . 

The i n t e r m i t t e n t n a t u r e i n which we a d j u s t 

t h e s e f e e s , i n c o m b i n a t i o n w i t h normal i n f l a t i o n a r y 

i n c r e a s e s i n o p e r a t i n g c o s t s , l a r g e l y c o n t r i b u t e s t o 

t h i s c y c l e . 



S e c o n d , we e x p e r i e n c e a s u b s t a n t i a l d e c l i n e i n 

l i c e n s e s a l e s or l o s s of customers i n response t o each 

l a r g e i n c r e a s e i n f e e s . 

Most r e c e n t l y , the 2005 l i c e n s e f e e i n c r e a s e o f 

$4.75 f o r a r e s i d e n t annual f i s h i n g l i c e n s e was f o l l o w e d 

by an 8.5 p e r c e n t d e c r e a s e i n r e s i d e n t l i c e n s e s a l e s . A 

s i m i l a r p a t t e r n p l a y e d out i n each of the f o u r f e e 

i n c r e a s e s e n acted s i n c e 1982. 

As you may a l r e a d y know, the Commission 

r e c e i v e s no g e n e r a l fund r e v e n u e s . We r e l y a l m o s t 

e n t i r e l y on revenues g e n e r a t e d from l i c e n s e s a l e s , boat 

r e g i s t r a t i o n s , and f e d e r a l g r a n t s . 

In the most r e c e n t f i s c a l y e ar t h a t ended l a s t 

J u n e , l i c e n s e s a l e s a ccounted f o r 72 p e r c e n t of a l l F i s h 

Fund revenues, and boat r e g i s t r a t i o n s a c counted f o r 53 

p e r c e n t of a l l Boat Fund r e v e n u e s . 

T h i s c u r r e n t f i s c a l y e ar i s a p i v o t a l y ear f o r 

the f i s c a l b e n e f i t s d e r i v e d from the 2005 f e e c h a n g e s . 

L a s t y e a r , our revenues were j u s t s l i g h t l y more than our 

e x p e n d i t u r e s ; but our p r o j e c t i o n s f o r the c u r r e n t f i s c a l 

y e a r and beyond show t h a t our e x p e n d i t u r e s w i l l 

i n c r e a s i n g l y be g r e a t e r than our r e v e n u e s . T h i s means 

t h a t our e n d - o f - y e a r Fund b a l a n c e s w i l l be l e s s than our 

b e g i n n i n g - o f - y e a r Fund b a l a n c e s . 

D u r i n g the next s e v e r a l f i s c a l p e r i o d s , we w i l l 



b e g i n t o spend down, or use u p , our cash r e s e r v e s t o 

m a i n t a i n l e v e l s of s e r v i c e s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g p r o v i d e d t o 

the a n g l e r s , b o a t e r s , and o t h e r c i t i z e n s of the 

Commonwealth. 

T h i s was a c t u a l l y e x p e c t e d . Based on 

h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s , we had e s t i m a t e d t h a t the i n c r e a s e d 

revenues from the 2005 l i c e n s e f e e changes would h e l p 

s u s t a i n agency o p e r a t i o n s f o r f i v e t o seven y e a r s . 

I f we m a i n t a i n c u r r e n t l e v e l s of s e r v i c e , we 

w i l l most l i k e l y h i t , or even d i p b e l o w , our minimum 

r e q u i r e d Fund b a l a n c e t h r e s h o l d s sometime w i t h i n the 

next t h r e e t o p o s s i b l y f o u r y e a r s . 

In response t o i n t e r e s t e x p r e s s e d by t h i s 

Committee and o t h e r s , l a s t y ear we d e v e l o p e d and 

proposed an i n n o v a t i v e l i c e n s e f e e package based on the 

f o l l o w i n g t h r e e c o n c e p t s : 

Modest annual f e e i n c r e a s e s , i n the 

neighborhood of $1.00, t o be added t o the c o s t of 

f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s and $.25 a n n u a l l y t o be added t o the 

c o s t of t r o u t / s a l m o n p e r m i t s . 

A o n e - t i m e , permanent a d d i t i o n o f $1.00 t o the 

c o s t of a f i s h i n g l i c e n s e f o r a s t a t e w i d e a c c e s s and 

h a b i t a t a c q u i s i t i o n and r e s t o r a t i o n i n i t i a t i v e . 

F l e x i b i l i t y i n a d j u s t i n g f e e s t o l o w e r than 

a u t h o r i z e d amounts f o r l i m i t e d - t i m e m a r k e t i n g and 



promotion p u r p o s e s . 

A g a i n , we o f f e r t h e s e f u n d i n g c o n c e p t s w i t h an 

eye toward c r e a t i n g a system t h a t a l l o w s us t o f u l f i l l 

our m i s s i o n w h i l e k e e p i n g the c o s t of f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s 

and boat r e g i s t r a t i o n s as low as p o s s i b l e f o r the 

a n g l e r s and b o a t e r s who s u p p o r t a l l we do f o r the 

Commonwealth. 

Thank you a g a i n f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y . I w i l l 

be happy t o answer any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: I would l i k e t o acknowledge 

the presence of a n o t h e r one of our Committee members i n 

the l i k e s of Mr. Neal Goodman. 

B r i a n , I want to thank you f o r t h a t 

comprehensive r e p o r t . You c o vered a l o t of ground and 

the Committee c e r t a i n l y a p p r e c i a t e s your t h o r o u g h n e s s . 

I'm g o i n g t o s t a r t the q u e s t i o n i n g and the 

Members who have q u e s t i o n s w i l l be r e c o g n i z e d i n the 

o r d e r t h a t we n o r m a l l y w o r k . 

B r i a n , my f i r s t q u e s t i o n and comment has t o do 

w i t h a p a r t of your p r e s e n t a t i o n t h a t was r e l a t e d t o 

l i c e n s e f e e i n c r e a s e s . That s u b j e c t i s not new and has 

been d i s c u s s e d i n the p a s t by me w i t h both the 

Commission s t a f f and the Board Members as w e l l . 

I want t o say p u b l i c l y , a g a i n , what I have s a i d 

i n the p a s t , t h a t t h e r e i s a p r o t o c o l t h a t i s f o l l o w e d 



c o n c e r n i n g f e e i n c r e a s e s f o r the two a g e n c i e s . That i s , 

t h a t both a g e n c i e s never r e c e i v e a l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e i n 

the same year and t h a t the a g e n c i e s a l t e r n a t e and t h a t 

no agency r e c e i v e s two i n c r e a s e s b e f o r e the second 

agency r e c e i v e s o n e . 

The reason f o r t h i s i s t h a t we don't want t o 

overburden the sportsman and one w i l d l i f e agency i s not 

viewed as r e c e i v i n g some k i n d of p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t . 

I have made t h a t v e r y c l e a r when I have e x p l a i n e d t h a t 

i n the p a s t . As f a r as I know, t h a t p a t t e r n i s s t i l l i n 

e f f e c t . 

G i v e n t h e s e f a c t s , t h e r e was one i d e a i n your 

p r e s e n t a t i o n about new l i c e n s i n g o p t i o n s t h a t I would 

l i k e you t o comment on a l i t t l e b i t f u r t h e r and t h a t i s 

the p o s s i b i l i t y of p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r a new c o m b i n a t i o n 

l i c e n s e . 

For e xample, a c o m b i n a t i o n of a husband and 

w i f e k i n d of p e r m i t at a reduced f e e . Do you t h i n k -¬

has the Commission s t u d i e d the impact t h a t t h a t k i n d of 

a l i c e n s e f e e might have on your f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s i n the 

l o n g run? Could i t be a l o s i n g p r o p o s i t i o n f o r you? 

MR. BARNER: Thank y o u , Chairman S t a b a c k . I t 

i s a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g o b s e r v a t i o n about the t h i r d 

component of our f l e x i b i l i t y , which i s what we c a l l the 

f l e x i b i l i t y o f our l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e p a c k a g e . 



B e f o r e I a d d r e s s t h a t , I would l i k e t o thank 

you f o r your comments about the p r o t o c o l s on the agency 

f u n d i n g . We s u p p o r t t h o s e p r o t o c o l s . 

We j u s t c o n t i n u a l l y would l i k e t o keep the need 

f o r f u n d i n g on the r a d a r s o , i n t h i s c a s e , the Committee 

doesn't f o r g e t about u s . So w i t h t h a t , thank y o u . 

Y e s , we have s t u d i e d the i m p a c t s of what some 

of t h e s e c o m b i n a t i o n l i c e n s e s may d o ; and i n a l o t of 

c a s e s , we view t h o s e as a l o s s . That i s e x a c t l y why we 

would l i k e t o have f l e x i b i l i t y i n i n t r o d u c i n g t h o s e . 

I f we would i n t r o d u c e something f o r a 

p r o m o t i o n a l campaign and we f i n d i t i s g o i n g t o c o s t us 

revenue f o r the agency, we i m m e d i a t e l y s t o p i t . 

C u r r e n t l y , the way the l e g i s l a t i v e 

a u t h o r i z a t i o n works f o r us t o i s s u e a f i s h i n g l i c e n s e , 

we have c a t e g o r i e s of f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s . We are r e q u i r e d 

t o s e l l t h o s e r e g a r d l e s s of whether they r e t u r n net 

revenue f o r us or n o t . 

I f you would g r a n t us the f l e x i b i l i t y t o at 

l e a s t t r y t h o s e t h i n g s , we c o u l d e x p e r i m e n t and t e s t the 

w a t e r s , so t o s p e a k , and see j u s t how e f f e c t i v e t h e y 

a r e . 

We have done some r e s e a r c h and some i n d i c a t o r s 

say they would be g r e a t f o r p r o m o t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , but 

t h e y are not g o i n g t o be the answer t o s u s t a i n the 



agency f u n d i n g - w i s e nor would they r e a l l y a t t r a c t a 

l a r g e number of f o l k s t o f i s h i n g . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. So t h a t n o t i o n works 

p r o b a b l y i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a proposed l i c e n s i n g 

i n c r e a s e , i s what you would be l o o k i n g f o r i n 

c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h d o i n g t h a t ; am I r i g h t ? 

MR. BARNER: T y p i c a l l y , y e s , t h a t would be the 

most i d e a l s e t t i n g . However, i f we got the a b i l i t y t o 

at l e a s t t e s t some of the p r o m o t i o n a l s t u f f now, I would 

not see the harm i n t h a t . We would be b e t t e r t o use 

t h a t i n the f u t u r e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank y o u . The p r o t o c o l 

t h a t I a l l u d e d t o e a r l i e r , I would l i k e t o expand j u s t a 

l i t t l e b i t . 

The f a c t of the m a t t e r i s the P e n n s y l v a n i a Game 

Commission has not had a l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e i n p r o b a b l y 

g o i n g i n t o the 12th y e a r . 

The F i s h and Boat Commission l a s t had one, I 

b e l i e v e , back i n 2004; and i t became a f f e c t i v e i n 2005. 

So o b v i o u s l y , the f o c u s of t h i s Committee where a 

l i c e n s e i n c r e a s e i s g o i n g t o be viewed would have t o be 

on the P e n n s y l v a n i a Gaming Commission f i r s t . 

When t h a t i s c o m p l e t e d , then we c e r t a i n l y would 

ta k e a hard l o o k at your f i n a n c i a l needs and deal w i t h 

them a c c o r d i n g l y . Okay? 



MR. BARNER: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: The second q u e s t i o n I have 

would deal w i t h your c u r r e n t l a b o r n e g o t i a t i o n s . Can 

you t e l l the Committee i f p r o g r e s s has been made and i f 

the Commission i s p r e p a r e d t o g i v e t h e i r WCOs the same 

compensation package t h a t e v e n t u a l l y w i l l be r e c e i v e d by 

the game Commission o f f i c e r s ? 

MR. BARNER: Chairman S t a b a c k , i t i s f o r t u n a t e 

t oday we have w i t h us our D i r e c t o r of Bureau of Law 

E n f o r c e m e n t . H i s name i s Tom K a m e r z e l . 

He has been i n t i m a t e l y i n v o l v e d i n the 

n e g o t i a t i o n p r o c e s s and he i s our agency c o n t a c t f o r 

th o s e n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

I'm g o i n g t o ask i f Tom c o u l d come up and 

p r e s e n t some of the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t he i s at l i b e r t y t o 

share w i t h the g r o u p , i f t h a t i s f i n e ? 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: That would be f i n e . 

MR. KAMERZEL: Thank y o u , Chairman S t a b a c k . 

L e t me g i v e you a l i t t l e b i t of h i s t o r y where we a r e . 

Our o f f i c e r s as w e l l as the w i l d l i f e o f f i c e r s i n the 

Gaming Commission e a r l y i n 2007 chose t o l e a v e AFSCME as 

a b a r g a i n i n g u n i t . They d i d t h a t . J u l y 1 s t of 2007, 

they are no l o n g e r r e p r e s e n t e d by AFSCME t o do t h a t . 

For the f i r s t y e a r , when they were under 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , i t l o o k them a w h i l e t o get a l o t 



e s t a b l i s h e d and a l s o p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r a b u s i n e s s 

p r o p o s a l . 

We r e c e i v e d t h a t i n e a r l y 2008 and s t a r t e d 

s e r i o u s b a r g a i n i n g w i t h the o f f i c e r s i n September of 

2008, and we c o n t i n u e t o do t h a t . 

We have had 12 b a r g a i n i n g s e s s i o n s . Up u n t i l 

now, we have f i v e a d d i t i o n a l b a r g a i n i n g s e s s i o n s 

s c h e d u l e d . 

I would l i k e t o r e p o r t t h a t we have had some 

s u c c e s s r e l a t i n g t o o p e r a t i o n a l t h i n g s h a v i n g been 

r e s o l v e d w i t h the o f f i c e r s . 

C u r r e n t l y , the o u t s t a n d i n g a r t i c l e s deal p r e t t y 

much w i t h b e n e f i t s . And r i g h t now, both s i d e s are i n 

s o r t of a h o l d i n g p a t t e r n because we are a w a i t i n g an 

award f o r the game o f f i c e r s t h a t w i l l h o p e f u l l y be out 

s h o r t l y t h a t they w i l l r e c e i v e a wage and b e n e f i t 

package t h r o u g h the a r b i t r a t i o n p r o c e s s . 

Once we know what t h a t i s , our Commission i s 

committed t o e n s u r i n g t h a t our o f f i c e r s are p r o v i d e d 

w i t h the same wage and b e n e f i t package t h a t the 

c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e r s h a v e , and t h a t i s t r u l y our g o a l . 

We b e l i e v e t h a t once t h a t award i s p r o v i d e d , 

our n e g o t i a t i o n s can move a l o t q u i c k e r ; and we can 

h o p e f u l l y have something r e s o l v e d and wrapped up here 

maybe as e a r l y as March or A p r i l . 



CHAIRMAN STABACK: Tom, has the Commission 

p r e p a r e d f o r the f i s c a l impact of the e v e n t u a l new l a b o r 

agreement? 

MR. KAMERZEL: Y e s , Chairman S t a b a c k , what we 

d i d i s we l o o k e d at what the AFSCME employees r e c e i v e d 

i n the l a s t c o n t r a c t and t h e r e was some graduated pay 

i n c r e a s e s and s t e p s w i t h i n t h a t c o n t r a c t . We d i d a 

f i s c a l note based on t h o s e numbers. I f our o f f i c e r s 

were awarded more or l e s s , t h i s number would change. 

Based on t h o s e awards t h a t were p r o v i d e d t o the 

AFSCME employees of the Commonwealth, c u r r e n t l y the 

f i s c a l n o t e , and t h i s i s assuming t h a t the o f f i c e r s 

would r e c e i v e r e t r o a c t i v e pay, which the Commission i s 

s u p p o r t i n g t o make them w h o l e , the number i s about 1.2 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . We are c a p a b l e t o p a y i n g them back at 

t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Tom, t h e r e i s rumor or t a l k 

among the WCOs t h a t i f a l a b o r agreement i s not 

f o r t h c o m i n g and they don't h a v e , you know, a c o n t r a c t 

t h a t they are t a l k i n g s t r i k e . 

Now, what would happen i f a l a b o r agreement 

would not be f o r t h c o m i n g and they d e c i d e d t o go on 

s t r i k e or on s t o c k i n g time of f i s h or i n and around the 

opening day of the t r o u t s e a s o n , how would you f o l k s 

deal w i t h t h a t ? 



MR. KAMERZEL: Chairman Staback, we have heard 

some of the s i m i l a r rumors t h a t you have heard amongst 

the w o r k f o r c e . 

We r i g h t now have not a l o t of reason t o 

b e l i e v e t h a t the o f f i c e r s are g o i n g t o move toward a 

s t r i k e . C e r t a i n l y , t h a t i s an o p t i o n they had under A c t 

195. 

However, we have a l o t of young o f f i c e r s t h a t 

i t would be v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r them t o go w i t h o u t a 

paycheck and pay t h e i r f a m i l y b i l l s . 

We b e l i e v e t h a t a s t r i k e by o f f i c e r s i s a t t h i s 

p o i n t not something t h a t i s g o i n g t o happen. However, 

we have ta k e n a p o s i t i o n . We do have a c o n t i n g e n c y p l a n 

i n p l a c e and t h a t p l a n has s t a r t e d s i n c e the b e g i n n i n g 

of the year t h a t i f a group of our o f f i c e r s choose t o 

s t r i k e and t h a t group of o f f i c e r s was i n the 

neighborhood of about 25 p e r c e n t of the w o r k f o r c e , we 

have a p l a n t h a t would s u c c e s s f u l l y ensure t h a t a l l of 

the f i s h would be s t o c k e d and ready f o r a n g l e r s i n the 

open s t o c k s e a s o n . 

We would have an a r e a f i s h a n g l e r s s u p e r v i s o r y 

and management p e r s o n n e l w i t h i n our B u r e a u . We would 

e l e c t our a q u a t i c r e s e r v e c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t t o h e l p s t o c k 

f i s h and so t h a t our streams and l a k e s would have t r o u t 

on opening day f o r the a n g l e r s t o e n j o y . 



CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank y o u . I have one more 

q u e s t i o n , and then I'm g o i n g t o open i t up f o r Members, 

and t h a t d e a l s w i t h D r . A u s t e n . 

We a l l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t he i s no l o n g e r the 

E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of the C o m m i s s i o n , but he was or i s 

under c o n t r a c t w i t h the C o m m i s s i o n . I s he s t i l l under 

c o n t r a c t ; and i f he i s , what does he do? What are h i s 

d u t i e s ? 

MR. BARNER: D r . Austen d i d r e t i r e from the 

F i s h and Boat Commission on January 22nd. Upon h i s 

r e t i r e m e n t , the Commission, Board of Commissioners asked 

him t o s t a y on and have him f i n a l i z e some of the 

i n i t i a t i v e s he had been w o r k i n g on. 

I had t a l k e d about some of the c o n g r e s s i o n a l 

i t e m s t h a t he has had a c t i o n i n . D r . Austen i s 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t r y i n g t o get t h a t p l a n and l e g i s l a t i o n 

p a s s e d . 

I f t h a t happens, i t i s g o i n g t o r e s u l t i n 

m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s f o r the Commonwealth f o r f i s h and 

h a b i t a t - r e l a t e d p r o j e c t s . 

So he i s c u r r e n t l y w o r k i n g on t h a t and a c o u p l e 

of o t h e r f e d e r a l i n i t i a t i v e s , l i k e the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n 

of the r e s t o r a t i o n funds as w e l l . That i s our s t a p l e 

f e d e r a l g r a n t s o u r c e , which we h i t between e i g h t and ten 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 



Every f i v e y e a r s , i t needs t o be r e a u t h o r i z e d 

t h r o u g h Congress and he i s making sure t h a t happens f o r 

u s . He i s p l a y i n g a v e r y i n s t r u m e n t a l r o l e . He i s 

wo r k i n g as a r e t i r e d a n n u i t a n t t h r o u g h the 

Commonwealth's A n n u i t a n t P r o g r a m . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank you v e r y much. 

Chairman M i l l e r ? 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

B r i a n , t h a n k s f o r your t e s t i m o n y . Y e s t e r d a y , 

we heard from the Game Com m i s s i o n . They t a l k e d about 

two s e p a r a t e i n c i d e n t s w i t h water i m p a c t s , stream 

i m p a c t s , stream q u a l i t y due t o M a r c e l l u s s h a l e d r i l l i n g 

a c t i v i t y . 

You touched q u i t e a b i t on i t i n your t e s t i m o n y 

as f a r as con c e r n s t h e r e . What i s the r o l e t h a t the 

F i s h Commission p l a y s i n t h a t as f a r as i s i t m o s t l y a 

m o n i t o r i n g of the q u a l i t y of the water or i n s p e c t i n g f o r 

impact on the f i s h ? I'm t r y i n g t o get a f e e l f o r how 

you p l a y i n w i t h the l e a s e h o l d e r s , the Game Co m m i s s i o n , 

DEP, and everyone e l s e . 

MR. BARNER: Chairman M i l l e r , D r . S c h a e f f e r i s 

here w i t h us today as w e l l . He came a l o n g and hel p e d 

p r e p a r e some of t h i s t e s t i m o n y . He has been the 

agency's l e a d person i n w o r k i n g w i t h DEP and o t h e r 

p a r t n e r s on M a r c e l l u s s h a l e a c t i v i t i e s . 



I f you don't mind, I ' l l ask him t o come up t o 

add r e s s t h i s q u e s t i o n . 

MR. SCHAEFFER: Thank y o u , B r i a n . We have a 

co u p l e of d i f f e r e n t r o l e s when i t comes t o M a r c e l l u s . 

One of the t h i n g s t h a t we do i s we r e v i e w p e r m i t s f o r 

t h e i r development a c t i v i t i e s t o see what the im p a c t s on 

our t r u s t s p e c i e s a r e . 

As you know, we have j u r i s d i c t i o n f o r a l l f i s h , 

r e p t i l e s , a m p h i b i a n s , and o t h e r a q u a t i c s p e c i e s . So 

p e r m i t r e v i e w i s one of the t h i n g s I d o . 

Tom, c o r r e c t me i f I am wrong, our WCOs share 

the a b i l i t y t o e n f o r c e e n v i r o n m e n t a l laws i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

So i f our WCOs see t h i n g s t h a t are go i n g on and 

would have an impact on water q u a l i t y , we can ad d r e s s 

t h o s e i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h DEP, and i n f a c t , we have been 

w o r k i n g on t h a t . 

Our s t a f f a l s o does m o n i t o r i n g a c t i v i t y . B r i a n 

mentioned the work we have been d o i n g on unassessed 

w a t e r s t o document the degree t o which streams have 

n a t u r a l l y p r o d u c i n g t r o u t p o p u l a t i o n s . That i s a 

m o n i t o r i n g f u n c t i o n . 

A l s o m e n t i o n e d , how the a q u a t i c s p e c i e s w o r k. 

We were r e a l l y the f i r s t t o note t o DEP, the R i v e r 

B a s i n s Commission the need f o r the d r i l l e r s t o make sure 



t h a t t h e i r equipment i s b e i n g d i s i n f e c t e d b e f o r e i t 

comes i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h water so we don't i n a d v e r t e n t l y 

s p read b a c t e r i a t o a q u a t i c s p e c i e s . 

There i s a m o n i t o r i n g r o l e . There i s a 

t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e r o l e . We a l s o work r e a l l y c l o s e 

w i t h the R i v e r B a s i n s Commission t o ensure t h a t t h e r e i s 

adequate pass-by f l o w s when they are d e c i d i n g whether or 

not they s h o u l d a l l o w f o r water w i t h d r a w a l , and we h e l p 

them d e c i d e what th o s e r e q u i r e m e n t s are t o b e . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: With t h a t i n mind t h e n , 

the major concern as we i n c r e a s e the d r i l l i n g 

o p e r a t i o n s , i t appears t o be p e r s o n n e l r e l a t e d t o 

ad d r e s s a l l of t h e s e i s s u e s ? 

MR. SCHAEFFER: And we would l i k e t o be a b l e t o 

be p r o a c t i v e r a t h e r than r e a c t i v e . In f a c t , we do t h a t 

i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

w i t h highway p r o d u c t p r o j e c t s . 

We have had a r e a l l y n i c e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 

them. We had a r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h DEP on c o a l m i n i n g and 

work when the A p p l i c a n t s come i n f o r p r o d u c t s . 

W h i l e t h i s i s h a p p e n i n g , e v e r y t h i n g e l s e i s 

s t i l l a c t i v e . We don't have p e r m i t f e e s t h a t we can 

r a i s e t o b r i n g on a d d i t i o n a l s t a f f . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: I p r e s c r i b e t h a t 

e x p l a n a t i o n . 



Thank you Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K u l a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

B r i a n , I was l o o k i n g t h r o u g h the book and k i n d 

of f a s c i n a t e d . I was wondering i f you c o u l d e x p l a i n t o 

me, I see such an i n c r e a s e i n the t r o u t i n the 

c l a s s r o o m . Can you e x p l a i n t h a t program t o me? 

MR. BARNER: Y e s , I p r o b a b l y c o u l d , I guess i f 

I c o u l d ask maybe a l i t t l e more s p e c i f i c s what you would 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: I mean, how does one go 

about i t ? I have been i n many p r e s c h o o l , e a r l y 

c h i l d h o o d c l a s s e s where th e y are r a i s i n g b u t t e r f l i e s . 

How would some of t h e s e young people or 

c l a s s r o o m s back i n my a r e a be a b l e t o - - I mean, i s i t 

the eggs go t o the c l a s s r o o m and they hatch them and 

have a t r o u t ? 

MR. BARNER: Y e s . You u n d e r s t a n d a l o t more 

than you t h i n k you d o . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: But -¬

MR. BARNER: Y e s . We have a s e r i e s of a q u a t i c 

r e s o u r c e program s p e c i a l i s t s who work on and m o n i t o r 

t h i s p rogram. That i s e x a c t l y one of the t h i n g s t h a t 

t h e y d o . They ensure t h a t the eggs are d e l i v e r e d i n 

a p p r o p r i a t e t i m e , i n s t r u c t i o n s , and d e m o n s t r a t i o n 



m a t e r i a l s and how the y are r a i s e d , what t o do w i t h them, 

and you can a c t u a l l y view t h o s e at d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s of 

l i f e . I t i s a v a i l a b l e t o most s c h o o l s . In f a c t , some 

of the g r a n t s t h a t we t a l k e d about a r e , I g u e s s , r e l a t e d 

t o t h a t as w e l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: So i t would be t h r o u g h a 

g r a n t p r o c e s s t h a t they would be a b l e t o have t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y . J u s t e x p l a i n the a p p l i c a t i o n p r o c e s s . 

MR. SCHAEFFER: J u s t go on our w e b s i t e . We 

have i n f o r m a t i o n about t r o u t i n the c l a s s r o o m . We do 

work w i t h T r o u t U n l i m i t e d . They are our p r i m a r y p a r t n e r 

w i t h t h i s . 

We have awarded them the g r a n t , a p a s s - t h r o u g h 

g r a n t t h a t h e l p s t o keep t h i s program g o i n g . We p r o v i d e 

the eggs t o the s c h o o l s . 

So the t e a c h e r and -- i f you q u a l i f y f o r the 

program and are s u c c e s s f u l i n your a p p l i c a t i o n , we 

a c t u a l l y g i v e them the e g g s . 

The s c h o o l s , what they need t o do i s t o come up 

w i t h the f u n d i n g f o r the t a n k s and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e t h a t 

goes a l o n g w i t h i t . 

We do t r a i n i n g f o r the t e a c h e r s and e x p l a i n 

what they need t o be d o i n g w i t h the t a n k s . I a c t u a l l y 

went t h r o u g h the t r a i n i n g . I t i s a p r e t t y r i g o r o u s 

t r a i n i n g so the y u n d e r s t a n d how t o m a i n t a i n the t a n k s 



and what t o do w i t h the eggs and g i v e them t i p s f o r what 

happens w i t h the t r o u t . 

I have t o t e l l y o u , they a l l r e a l l y don't make 

i t . T h i s i s r e a l l y a b i o l o g y l e s s o n . I t shows the k i d s 

what i t t a k e s t o s u c c e s s f u l l y r a i s e a t r o u t . 

At the end of the year t h e n , we do ask them t o 

r e l e a s e the t r o u t i n t o s t r e a m s . I s h o u l d p o i n t out t h a t 

t h i s i s not a s t o c k i n g program. 

We're not p r e t e n d i n g t h a t the t r o u t i n the 

c l a s s r o o m i s g o i n g t o r e s t o r e the p o p u l a t i o n . I t i s 

r e a l l y an e d u c a t i o n a l program. 

Through f u n d i n g s u p p o r t and t e c h n i c a l s u p p o r t 

and p r o v i d i n g the eggs t o the s c h o o l and p r o v i d i n g them 

when they get them i n p l a c e , i t r e a l l y has been o f f the 

c h a r t s . The growth of the program has been e x p o n e n t i a l 

the l a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s . I would be happy t o t a l k w i t h 

you a f t e r w a r d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Moul? 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Thank y o u , B r i a n . I 

a p p r e c i a t e your t e s t i m o n y t o d a y . J u s t a c o u p l e of q u i c k 

q u e s t i o n and then a l i t t l e s t o r y . 

Abandoned dams, do you get i n v o l v e d w i t h them 

at a l l ? I s t h e r e f u n d i n g a v a i l a b l e f o r them? I s t h a t 

under your realm of a u t h o r i t y ? 



MR. BARNER: Tom, would you mind coming up w i t h 

t h a t ? Tom K a m e r z e l , t h a t i s i n h i s a r e a of 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y as w e l l . We do have a l i m i t e d r o l e i n 

th o s e p r o g r a m s . 

MR. KAMERZEL: The dams you are r e f e r r i n g t o 

are dams t h a t have been i d e n t i f i e d by the Department o f 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n as r i v e r dams. The ownership 

of the dam i s q u e s t i o n a b l e . We don't know who owns i t 

and nor does DEP. 

P r i m a r i l y , our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on t h e s e dams i s 

to ensure t h a t the r e q u i r e d s i g n s , b u o y s , and markers 

are i n p l a c e and attempt t o i d e n t i f y o w n e r s h i p . 

Where we don't i d e n t i f y ownership and the work 

of the dams f a l l s back on DEP's s h o u l d e r , e i t h e r 

p o s s i b l e removal of i t or t o t r y t o f i n d o w n e r s h i p , 

which a t t i m e s becomes v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o do e s p e c i a l l y a 

l o t of the o l d m i l l dams and t r a c k i n g o w n e r s h i p . I t i s 

v e r y d i f f i c u l t . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: So the f u n d i n g of removal 

would not come th r o u g h F i s h and Boat? 

MR. KAMERZEL: Not n e c e s s a r i l y . We do have a 

program w i t h dam r e m o v a l . T y p i c a l l y , i t i s a 

p a r t n e r s h i p program where we have a g e n t l e m a n , Mr. S c o t t 

Carney who f a c i l i t a t e s f u n d i n g from o u t s i d e s o u r c e s f o r 

dam r e m o v a l s , then we o v e r s e e the p r o j e c t . 



We a c c o m p l i s h p l e n t y of t h o s e t h r o u g h o u t the 

s t a t e s . They are not n e c e s s a r i l y f o r dams. The owner 

j u s t wants the dam removed. 

The number of dams i s r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l compared 

t o the 5 or 600 dams t h a t we do i n s p e c t , each i n 

c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h DEP. 

So, a g a i n , the orphan dams b a s i c a l l y f a l l back 

t o ownership of the Commonwealth, and Department of 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n o v e r s e e s them. 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Okay. Thank y o u . W h i l e 

you are h e r e , how many v a c a n t p o s i t i o n s do you have w i t h 

WCOs th e s e days? 

MR. KAMERZEL: C u r r e n t l y , w i t h i n our Bureau, we 

have 12 v a c a n t p o s i t i o n s . There are s i x d i s t r i c t f i e l d 

o f f i c e r p o s i t i o n s . Those are the ones you would 

e n c o u n t e r w i t h i n your l o c a l d i s t r i c t . 

We have t h r e e a s s i s t a n t s u p e r v i s o r p o s i t i o n s . 

We have t h r e e r e g i o n a l managers t h a t are v a c a n t . 

C u r r e n t l y , we have a c l a s s i n . 

We have s i x o f f i c e r s b e i n g t r a i n e d t h a t w i l l 

g r a d u a t e i n August of t h i s y e a r , so t h a t w i l l a s s i s t us 

i n f i l l i n g some of th o s e p o s i t i o n s . 

We are c u r r e n t l y r e c r u i t i n g a n o t h e r c l a s s i n 

hopes of f i n d i n g t e n a d d i t i o n a l r e s i d e n t s t o the 

Commonwealth t h a t want t o t a k e up the c o n s e r v a t i o n water 



o f f i c e r . They w i l l s t a r t t r a i n i n g J u l y of t h i s y e a r . 

W i t h i n a two year p e r i o d , I'm h o p e f u l we can have a l l of 

our v a c a n c i e s f i l l e d . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: And the f u n d i n g w i l l be 

t h e r e f o r them? 

MR. KAMERZEL: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Which b r i n g s me t o 

an o t h e r q u e s t i o n . I know you are go i n g t h r o u g h the 

b a r g a i n i n g agreement. What i s the s a l a r y range of a 

WCO? 

MR. KAMERZEL: I t i s a Pay Grade 6. I'm go i n g 

t o g i v e you an e s t i m a t e . The f i r s t year they are i n 

t r a i n i n g , t h e y are a low e r pay grade. There i s a 

52-week t r a i n i n g p e r i o d . They r e a l l y don't do any work 

f o r u s . 

They are i n f i e l d t r a i n i n g ; but upon 

g r a d u a t i o n , t h e y move up one pay bucket -- and don't 

h o l d me t o the number. 

They s t a r t out at about $36,000 a year and 

a f t e r 20 y e a r s g o i n g t h r o u g h the s t e p s w i t h i n the pay 

g r o u p , they end up i n the mid-50s t o h i g h - 5 0 s . 

Some of t h a t i s obscu r e d because a l l of our 

o f f i c e r s have the a b i l i t y f o r o v e r t i m e . You c a n ' t do i t 

i n 40 hours work. They earn about 150 t o $175 i n 

o v e r t i m e , which equates t o a n o t h e r 5 t o $6,000 i n wages. 



REPRESENTATIVE MOUL: Okay. Thank you. 

One l a s t t h i n g I want t o m e n t i o n , and I beat 

Gary up w i t h t h i s l a s t y ear when Doug was s t i l l on 

b o a r d . I'm g o i n g t o run i t a g a i n so t h a t I f l o a t the 

i d e a i n t o everyone's h e a d . 

We had a s i t u a t i o n i n my d i s t r i c t t h i s p a s t 

year where a gentleman when he reached a p r o p e r age 

bought a l i f e t i m e l i c e n s e , f i s h i n g l i c e n s e . 

He has two s o n s , one s t i l l l i v e s i n my d i s t r i c t 

the o t h e r moved to New J e r s e y . He opted t o -- a f t e r he 

l i v e d here most a l l of h i s l i f e , moved w i t h h i s son over 

to New J e r s e y and t h a t i s where he became a r e s i d e n t . 

He came back and v i s i t e d i n my d i s t r i c t w i t h 

h i s o t h e r s o n , and they d e c i d e d t o go f i s h i n g . W e l l , 

upon the i n s p e c t i o n of the WCO, i t was d e c i d e d t h a t 

s i n c e he was no l o n g e r a s t a t e r e s i d e n t t h a t h i s 

l i f e t i m e l i c e n s e was n u l l and v o i d . T h e r e f o r e , he 

r e c e i v e d a c i t a t i o n f o r f i s h i n g w i t h o u t a l i c e n s e . 

We need to c o r r e c t t h a t . Even though t h a t i s 

something t h a t happens once i n a b l u e , b l u e moon, i t 

s t i l l h appens. We s h o u l d not t r e a t our e l d e r l y c i t i z e n s 

as s u c h . 

I'm j u s t t h r o w i n g t h a t out t h e r e . I am hoping 

w i t h i n your r e g u l a t i o n s , you can make a change. Thank 

y o u , I a p p r e c i a t e your t i m e . 



CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. The Committee has 

been j o i n e d by two more a d d i t i o n a l Members i n the l i k e s 

of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Murphy and Levdansky t o the l e f t . 

B r i a n , can you t a l k j u s t a l i t t l e b i t more 

about p o i n t of s a l e and i t s p o t e n t i a l w i t h the 

Commission? 

How i s the system w o r k i n g and when do you t h i n k 

we might see o u t r e a c h and s u r v e y s as a r e s u l t of the 

d a t a t h a t the system i s c u r r e n t l y g a t h e r i n g ? 

MR. BARNER: Y e s , Chairman S t a b a c k , I would be 

more than happy t o . I t i s one of the p r o j e c t s t h a t I 

have been r e a l l y i n v o l v e d w i t h . 

We are i n the t h i r d year of the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 

What t h a t r e a l l y means i s we are coming up w i t h what 

would be the t h i r d year of h a v i n g customer d a t a t h a t i s 

a c c u r a t e . I t would be a l l i n c l u s i v e of f i s h and boat 

l i c e n s e s . 

As you know, up t o t h i s p o i n t , we would s e l l , 

h i s t o r i c a l l y , l i c e n s e s and we had no way of i d e n t i f y i n g 

i n the paper s y s t e m , a t l e a s t a f e a s i b l e way of 

i d e n t i f y i n g who our customers w e r e . 

We've now s t a r t e d t o get t h a t database of our 

customers and our c u s t o m e r s ' b u y i n g a c t i v i t i e s . We are 

s t a r t i n g t h i s s t u d y and t h i n k i n g about how the s t u d y 

i n t e r a c t i o n s of customers p u r c h a s i n g the f i s h i n g l i c e n s e 



e i t h e r o c c u r s a n n u a l l y , e v e r y c o u p l e of y e a r s , e v e r y 

f i v e y e a r s . 

Once we have some of t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n , we w i l l 

know how t o t a r g e t or at l e a s t encourage people t o buy a 

f i s h i n g l i c e n s e . 

We are i n the i n f a n c y s t a g e s of t h a t s t u f f . We 

haven't done a l o t of the work i n t h a t a r e a , and we have 

a l o t of g r e a t i d e a s we would l i k e t o t r y o u t . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Have you made any a t t e m p t s 

at a l l t o t r y t o c o n t a c t people who you i d e n t i f i e d as 

former f i s h e r m a n f o r the l a s t y ear or so who have not 

purchased a P e n n s y l v a n i a f i s h i n g l i c e n s e t o f i n d out why 

not? 

MR. BARNER: Mr. C h a i r m a n , what we have done i s 

we have sent o u t , we got a g r a n t t h r o u g h the 

r e c r e a t i o n a l f i s h i n g and b o a t i n g f o u n d a t i o n f o r the l a s t 

two y e a r s . They h e l p e d us do t h i s . 

We sent out n o t i f i c a t i o n s t o people who 

purchased i n the p r e v i o u s year or two y e a r s p r e v i o u s and 

s o r t of prompted them t o buy a l i c e n s e . 

Now, i t wasn't s o p h i s t i c a t e d enough f o r us t o 

r e a l l y d e termine i f they d i d buy a l i c e n s e , was i t 

because of the m a i l t h a t we sent or i s i t f o r some o t h e r 

r e a s o n . 

We do have the a b i l i t y t o do t h a t because i t 



would be easy t o l o o k l a t e r on a t the 50,000 people who 

d i d not buy and the o t h e r 50 p e r c e n t we sent a reminder 

t o , we c o u l d do a f o l l o w - u p of some s o r t but t h a t t a k e s 

time and money t o d e v e l o p . 

We are not at t h a t p o i n t y e t . We are t h i n k i n g 

a l o n g the l i n e s of how t o use t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank y o u , B r i a n . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e McGeehan? 

REPRESENTATIVE McGEEHAN: D i r e c t o r , I want t o 

t u r n your eyes e a s t t o the Delaware R i v e r and the 

S c h u y l k i l l R i v e r and Watershed and t a l k about the 

p o p u l a t i o n of s t r i p e d bass and shad i n both of t h o s e 

waterways. One, the h e a l t h of the s t r i p e d bass 

p o p u l a t i o n i n t h o s e w a t e r w a y s . 

S e c o n d l y , the d e t e r m i n a t i o n t h a t the Delaware 

R i v e r has a s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n of s h a d . I have 

heard from a number of groups i n the a r e a who have t o l d 

me and I t h i n k s c i e n c e i s b e a r i n g t h i s out t h a t t h e r e 

has been a p r e c i p i t o u s drop of the number of shad 

r e t u r n i n g up the Delaware and up the S c h u y l k i l l . 

I know the Commission has s u c c e s s f u l l y 

p ropagated shad i n o t h e r waterways i n the s t a t e , and I 

know the Potomac i n V i r g i n i a and W a s h i n g t o n , DC and 

Maryland and i n the waterways t h e r e , t h a t the s u c c e s s f u l 

h a t c h e r y system has proven s u c c e s s f u l f o r r e t u r n i n g 



s h a d . 

One, what i s the h e a l t h of the s t r i p e d bass 

p o p u l a t i o n ? And s e c o n d l y , I t h i n k we need t o change the 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the Delaware R i v e r as f a r as the shad 

p o p u l a t i o n i s c o n c e r n e d . I would l i k e your comment. 

MR. BARNER: Thank y o u , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . That 

i s a c t u a l l y a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g t o p i c . We have had a 

number of d i s c u s s i o n w i t h some of our people about t h o s e 

i s s u e s . 

I t i s v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d and we have v e r y 

t a l e n t e d p eople w i t h i n the agency s t u d y i n g shad f o r 

decades i n the Susquehanna R i v e r and the Delaware R i v e r . 

I j u s t l e a r n e d t h e s e are e x t r e m e l y d i f f e r e n t on 

the Delaware s i d e , not n e c e s s a r i l y on the Susquehanna 

s i d e , and a l o t of them have t o do w i t h the 

impoundments. The Delaware does not have impoundments. 

The shad who l i v e i n the o c e a n , I guess i t i s 

up t o f i v e or s i x y e a r s b e f o r e they come back and spawn. 

The s t r i p e d bass have s i m i l a r h a b i t s . They are - - the 

problem i s we t h i n k some of the e f f e c t s of t h a t are 

o c c u r r i n g , e i t h e r f i s h i n g or p r e d a t o r y type a c t i v i t i e s . 

I t i s not n e c e s s a r i l y an i n d i c a t o r of e i t h e r 

the Delaware or the Susquehanna t h a t i s c a u s i n g some of 

the r e d u c t i o n s i n the shad r u n s . I t might be what i s 

happening t o them o f f s h o r e . 



F o r t u n a t e l y , Dave Miko i s w i t h u s . He i s our 

C h i e f , D i v i s i o n s of F i s h e r i e s Management. He would be 

more i n c l i n e d t o answer some of the q u e s t i o n s you have 

about t h a t . 

He i s here w i t h us f o r t u n a t e l y . I was at l e a s t 

smart enough t o b r i n g some of our r e s i d e n t e x p e r t s a l o n g 

f o r the t o p i c s . 

Dave i s h e r e . I would ask him t o f i l l i n the 

b l a n k s or c o r r e c t a n y t h i n g t h a t I s a i d t h a t i s not 

r i g h t . 

MR. MIKO: The q u e s t i o n on the s t r i p e d bass on 

the Delaware - - good morning or a f t e r n o o n . The s t r i p e d 

bass p o p u l a t i o n i n the Delaware on the East Coast was 

d e c l a r e d f u l l y r e s t o r e d i n about 1997 i n Delaware and 

the S c h u y l k i l l up t o the F a i r m o n t Dam where the F a i r m o n t 

does not pass v e r y many s t r i p e d bass beyond t h a t . 

We open i t up t o a h a r v e s t , t y p i c a l l y , c l o s e d 

s e a s o n , i n the s p r i n g spawning p e r i o d . A l o t of f o l k s 

t a k e advantage of t h o s e r e t u r n i n g f i s h up t h e r e and t o 

the Delaware t o spawn. 

As f a r as the shad p o p u l a t i o n g o e s , as B r i a n 

p o i n t e d o u t , we do f e e l a l a r g e p a r t of the problem i s 

i n the ocean f i s h e r y and a d u l t f i s h i n the o c e a n . 

We are w o r k i n g w i t h NOAH and t r y i n g t o i n c r e a s e 

- - observe coverage on some of the o f f s h o r e f i s h i n g 



i n d u s t r y , p r i m a r i l y b u t t e r f i s h , m a c k e r e l , a l o t of 

American shad i s by c a t c h . 

We s t i l l f e e l t h a t the numbers of a d u l t i n 

Delaware i s adequate and s u f f i c i e n t t o p r o v i d e enough 

young f i s h , and t h a t i s based on s u r v e y s t h a t showed 

t h e r e has r e a l l y been no change i n the number of 

j u v e n i l e , American s h a d . 

There i s s t i l l a number of American j u v e n i l e 

shad as t h e r e has been i n the p a s t . I t f l u c t u a t e s , but 

t h e r e has been no change over time i n the number of 

f i n g e r l i n g of shad i n the s y s t e m . 

Once th o s e f i s h l e a v e the s y s t e m , t h e y are 

b e i n g t a k e n o f f s h o r e . I t i s more than j u s t Delaware and 

S c h u y l k i l l . I t c o n t i n u e s as an A t l a n t i c C oast-wide 

problem on the American shad t h a t are a v a i l a b l e out 

t h e r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE McGEEHAN: I f I may, 

Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE McGEEHAN: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . The r e p o r t of Gary Moore has been h e l p f u l 

to make me un d e r s t a n d some of the s c i e n c e b ehind i t . 

My u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s the y are h a t c h i n g and 

r e l e a s i n g on the Potomac and the s u c c e s s r a t e on the 

Potomac f a r out exceeds what i s on the Susquehanna and 



Delaware R i v e r . 

My q u e s t i o n i s why a r e n ' t we d o i n g t h a t i n the 

e a s t e r n r e g i o n ? I know you do i t i n o t h e r t r i b u t a r i e s 

around the Commonwealth. My q u e s t i o n i s why i s n ' t the 

same a t t e n t i o n b e i n g p a i d t o the Delaware and S c h u y l k i l l 

r e g i o n s ? 

MR. MIKO: Very good q u e s t i o n . In the Potomac 

where the s t o c k i s b e i n g s u c c e s s f u l , t h e r e were v e r y 

f e w , v e r y s m a l l number of w i l d f i s h i n t h a t system t o 

keep the p o p u l a t i o n i n the Delaware s y s t e m , we are 

s e e i n g no b e n e f i t , v e r y s m a l l b e n e f i t from s t o c k i n g of 

h a t c h e r y f i s h . 

A l l of our h a t c h e r y f i s h are marked w i t h a 

c h e m i c a l mark on the ear bone. We are g e t t i n g a 3 

p e r c e n t r e t u r n of our s t o c k e d f i s h . 

What i t ends up b e i n g i s a c o m p e t i t i o n i s s u e i n 

the Delaware where we have a good w i l d p o p u l a t i o n and 

good number of f i n g e r l i n g s p o p u l a t i o n . 

They are out competing our h a t c h e r y f i s h ; 

whereas i n the Potomac, t h e r e are v e r y few numbers of 

w i l d f i s h out t h e r e and the m a j o r i t y of f i s h making up 

t h a t p o p u l a t i o n were h a t c h e r y f i s h . 

REPRESENTATIVE McGEEHAN: W e l l , I would l i k e t o 

c o n t i n u e t o e x p l o r e t h a t w i t h y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n , and 

D i r e c t o r Gary Moore. 



L a s t l y , a p o l i t i c a l l y l o a d e d q u e s t i o n . The 

d r e d g i n g of the Delaware R i v e r , what impact i s t h a t 

g o i n g t o have on the a f f e c t of s t u r g e o n and o t h e r n a t i v e 

p o p u l a t i o n s ? 

MR. MIKO: I c a n ' t answer t h a t q u e s t i o n 

d i r e c t l y a t t h i s p o i n t . I have had s t a f f i n v o l v e d w i t h 

the d r e d g i n g and the i m p a c t s t h a t may o c c u r t h e r e ; and 

i f I c o u l d get w i t h t h a t g e n t l e m a n , I can get back w i t h 

y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE McGEEHAN: W e l l , you a v o i d e d 

t h a t p o l i t i c a l b o m b s h e l l . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Very g ood. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G i l l e s p i e ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

B r i a n , you had t a l k e d about the upgrades t o 

some of the h a t c h e r i e s on s a l e and some of the o t h e r 

o n e s , i s t h a t f o r PCBs at a l l ? 

MR. BARNER: No. The upgrades t h a t we are 

w o r k i n g are f o r the f i s h and w a s t e . The water i n a l o t 

of c a ses i s c l e a n e r coming out of the h a t c h e r i e s than 

g o i n g i n t o the h a t c h e r i e s . I t doesn't have a n y t h i n g t o 

do w i t h the PCB p r o b l e m s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Where do we s t a n d 

w i t h PCBs? Where do we s t a n d w i t h t h a t now? 



MR. BARNER: A c t u a l l y , I would ask 

Mr. S c h a e f f e r t o come up a g a i n and speak b r i e f l y on 

t h a t . I'm not sure t h a t we have a l o t of new 

i n f o r m a t i o n . 

From what I u n d e r s t a n d , i t i s not an i s s u e a t 

many of our h a t c h e r i e s , I do now know t h a t . Dave might 

be a b l e t o h e l p w i t h t h a t . He won't dodge t h i s 

q u e s t i o n . 

MR. MIKO: The PCB i s s u e i s t h a t the l e v e l s i n 

the h a t c h e r i e s and f i s h t h a t were l e a v i n g w i t h the 

h a t c h e r i e s are a l l l e v e l s below c o n s u m p t i o n . They are 

c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h the f i s h now and c o n s u m p t i o n . I'm not 

sure 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: W e l l , I guess what 

I'm t r y i n g t o gauge f o u r or f i v e y e a r s ago, when t h i s 

t h i n g f i r s t came o u t , t h e r e were consumption a d v i s o r i e s . 

Has t h a t improved i n the l a s t f o u r or f i v e 

y e a r s or are we s t i l l m a i n t a i n i n g the same amount of 

PCBs when t h i s f i r s t a r o s e ? 

MR. MIKO: When t h i s f i r s t a r o s e , we had l e v e l s 

i n our f i s h t h a t exceeded l e v e l s t h a t r e q u i r e d 

consumption a d v i s o r i e s . Those have d r o p p e d , and the 

consumption a d v i s o r i e s are no l o n g e r r e q u i r e d f o r f i s h 

t o go out i n our s y s t e m . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Okay. G r e a t . You 



t a l k e d about the spread of the b a s i s i n v a s i v e s p e c i e s 

r e g a r d i n g the M a r c e l l u s s h a l e t h a t Chairman M i l l e r had 

touched o n . Can you g i v e us an u p - t o - d a t e on what are 

some of t h e s e i n v a s i v e s p e c i e s from one body of w a t e r ? 

MR. SCHAEFFER: There are l i t e r a l l y hundreds of 

s p e c i e s t h a t are i n P e n n s y l v a n i a t h a t are endemic t o the 

Commonwealth t h a t have p o t e n t i a l l y s p r e a d . Golden 

a l g a e , we are concerned about t h a t , i s i n s o u t h w e s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

We are not s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t came from 

d r i l l i n g e q u i p m e n t , but the p o i n t i s i t has been 

d i s c o v e r e d t h e r e . We know t h e r e i s d r i l l i n g a c t i v i t y 

t h e r e now, and we don't want i t t o be moved anywhere. 

The o t h e r i s z e b r a muscles t h r o u g h the Lake 

E r i e Watershed have been d e t e c t e d i n the Susquehanna 

d r a i n a g e and the l i s t goes on and o n . 

Golden a l g a e and z e b r a muscles are two 

e x a m p l e s . A g a i n , I want t o g i v e kudos t o the 

Susquehanna R i v e r B a s i n C o m m i s s i o n . 

They have been r e q u i r i n g as p a r t of t h e i r 

d o c k e t s -- i s s u e p e r m i t s t o t a k e water b o d i e s out of the 

Susquehanna W a t e r s h e d . They have been r e q u i r i n g 

d i s i n f e c t i o n p l a n s f o r d r i l l e r s t o make sure the r i s k of 

the spread i s m i n i m i z e d . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: I would imagine some 



of the s t u f f i s p r o b a b l y m i c r o s c o p i c t h a t c a n ' t be seen? 

MR. SCHAEFFER: That i s a n o t h e r good p o i n t . 

You c a n ' t j u s t assume t h a t you c a n ' t see something t h a t 

n o t h i n g i s t h e r e . 

O f t e n t i m e s , the c o n d i t i o n s a r e n ' t r i g h t , maybe 

i t needs c e r t a i n water f l o w i n g c o n d i t i o n s t o l e t t h i s 

s t u f f b loom. 

I would l i k e t o p o i n t out t h i s i s one of the 

f a c t o r s t h a t we are concerned a b o u t . We r e a l i z e t h a t 

M a r c e l l u s d r i l l i n g i s n ' t the o n l y e f f e c t . Our a n g l e r s 

and b o a t e r s i n a l o t of p l a c e s may be j u s t as much i n 

c e r t a i n s t r e a m s . 

We are t a k i n g a r e a l l y d e l i b e r a t e approach t o 

educate a n g l e r s , b o a t e r s , and o t h e r s about the s t e p s 

t h a t they can be d o i n g t o c l e a n t h e i r g e a r . 

I s h o u l d respond about the a u t o m a t i c l i c e n s e 

i n d i c a t o r . We a c t u a l l y used t h a t t o conduct a s u r v e y 

t h i s w i n t e r of a n g l e r s t o f i n d out what s o r t of message 

would r e s o n a t e w i t h them. 

We would l i k e t o do the r i g h t p r a c t i c e s t o 

c l e a n t h e i r g e a r . So we surveyed them based upon the 

d a t a we got and f i n d out what the y are d o i n g now, f i n d 

out what they would be i n c l i n e d t o d o . Then we're g o i n g 

t o be a b l e t o t a r g e t our message a l o t b e t t e r than we 

would have had we not done the s u r v e y . 



REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: One more q u i c k one. 

Maybe t h i s w i l l be f o r you as w e l l . I mentioned about 

the streams and s e c t i o n s t h a t you are m o n i t o r i n g and 

s u r v e y i n g f o r w i l d t r o u t . How i s t h a t done? I s t h a t 

done by s h o c k i n g ? I s i t done by d i p p i n g or how do they 

MR. SCHAEFFER: W e ' l l c o n t i n u e t o t a g team. 

MR. MIKO: We've got 45,531 w a t e r s t h a t are 

m o n i t o r e d by the f i s h and b o a t . Those ta k e p l a c e by 

e l e c t r o n i c f i s h i n g . We have a three-men group t h a t s e t s 

up a system t o d e t e c t the presence or absence of l a r g e 

t r o u t and o t h e r s p e c i e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: So i t i s done by 

e l e c t r o n i c shock? 

MR. MIKO: C o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLESPIE: Thank y o u , 

Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Levdansky d i d 

have a q u e s t i o n . He l e f t the room f o r a m i n u t e . I'm 

sure he w i l l be back s h o r t l y . 

In the i n t e r i m , I would l i k e t o ask one more, 

and t h a t r e f e r e n c e s the s t u d y of the Susquehanna R i v e r 

i n the p a s t t h r e e y e a r s r e g a r d i n g the demise of the 

smallmouth bass and gray numbers. 

As I u n d e r s t a n d the s i t u a t i o n , you know what i s 



happening t o the f i s h but you don't know why. Now, does 

i t seem unusual t h a t a f t e r the t h r e e - y e a r s t u d y t h a t i s 

s t i l l the case? 

I mean, you have been w o r k i n g w i t h the US 

G e o l o g i c a l Survey and DEP. I s t h e r e any i d e a s at a l l as 

t o what i s c a u s i n g the problem and what a p o t e n t i a l f i x 

may be? 

MR. BARNER: Chairman S t a b a c k , I w i l l have Dave 

Miko a d d r e s s t h a t . 

MR. MIKO: We worked v e r y c l o s e l y w i t h DEP on 

the i s s u e of smallmouth b a s s . I would say i t i s not 

unusual t o have an answer of what i s c a u s i n g the problem 

at t h i s p o i n t , and i t i s so complex i n n a t u r e . 

We know t h a t the s m a l l f i s h are b e i n g s t r e s s e d 

t o a p o i n t and are coming t o a number of d i f f e r e n t 

d i s e a s e s , b a c t e r i a l d i s e a s e t h a t i s p r o b a b l y s i m p l y the 

f i n a l s t a g e t h a t we c o u l d a c t u a l l y v i s u a l l y see b e f o r e 

t h o s e f i s h d i e . 

We work w i t h the USGS and are i d e n t i f y i n g t h a t 

t h e s e f i s h have a h i g h p a r a s i t e l o a d i n them t h a t may be 

c a u s i n g a d d i t i o n a l s t r e s s . 

We are a l s o l o o k i n g at some of the a d u l t f i s h 

p r i o r t o spawning t o see i f t h e y are s t a r t i n g the 

spawning a l r e a d y s t r e s s e d . There are a number of 

a v e n u e s . 



We don't have a d i r e c t answer or smoking g un. 

To be h o n e s t , we c o u l d never f i n d a smoking g un. I t 

c o u l d be from a number o f a d d i t i o n a l s t r e s s o r s on t h e s e 

f i s h t h a t make them unable t o f i g h t o f f some o f t h e s e 

d i s e a s e s and p a r a s i t e s . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Now, i s i t both the s m a l l e r 

f i s h as w e l l as the a d u l t p o p u l a t i o n t h a t i s impacted 

and i s i t the e n t i r e r i v e r t h a t i s b e i n g impacted or 

j u s t c e r t a i n p a r t s o f i t ? 

MR. MIKO: The f i s h k i l l s t h a t are o c c u r r i n g on 

the smallmouth bass and the two- t o t h r e e - i n c h f i s h , we 

are f i n d i n g t h i s problem t h r o u g h o u t the system from the 

n o r t h branch down t o the s o u t h e r n b o r d e r . 

There seem t o be some h o t t e r p o c k e t s . 

H a r r i s b u r g south seems t o be where the b u l k o f the 

problem i s o c c u r r i n g . 

Above Sunbury, t h e r e are some i s s u e s t h e r e as 

w e l l . There may be c u r r e n t s i n the t r i b u t a r i e s , and we 

w i l l l o o k at t h a t most c l o s e l y i n 2010. 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: I s the m o r t a l i t y r a t e h i g h e r 

i n warmer weather than c o o l e r weather? 

MR. MIKO: We are f i n d i n g we have low water 

y e a r s and h i g h water t e m p e r a t u r e s . That i s where we 

i d e n t i f y the d i s e a s e o c c u r s . In 2006, we had a h i g h 

water year and c o o l t e m p e r a t u r e s but the d i s e a s e d i d not 



m a n i f e s t i t s e l f . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Thank y o u . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Goodman? 

REPRESENTATIVE GOODMAN: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

Very q u i c k l y , I a p p r e c i a t e your t e s t i m o n y . I t 

was v e r y t h o r o u g h , but you do mention some of the 

s u c c e s s e s t h a t you have had w i t h p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h many 

d i f f e r e n t communities and a g e n c i e s . 

I have been t r y i n g -- I know the time does not 

a l l o w you t o go i n t o d e t a i l w i t h an answer of t h i s . I 

have been t r y i n g f o r the l a s t two y e a r s t o f i n d f u n d i n g 

f o r a dam i n my a r e a . I t i s c a l l e d the P u b l i c S t a t i o n . 

I t i s owned by the Borough of Shenandoah, but i t i s one 

of the l a r g e s t f i s h i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r anyone i n 

N o r t h e r n S c h u y l k i l l C o u n t y . 

They were t a r g e t e d as one of the hi g h hazard 

dams, and we a l l know how e x p e n s i v e t h e y a r e . We don't 

have the f u n d i n g s o u r c e s t o make the needed r e p a i r s . 

I remembered i n your t e s t i m o n y t h a t we d i d 

change the law a c o u p l e of y e a r s ago t o a l l o w the f i s h 

and Game Commission -- F i s h and Boat Commission and the 

Game Commission f o r Growing Greener I I g r a n t 

a p p l i c a t i o n s and the H2O PA f u n d i n g s o u r c e . 

I have been g o i n g t h r o u g h DCNR, maybe the 



people I s h o u l d be t a k i n g i s t h r o u g h F i s h and B o a t . I 

would a p p r e c i a t e i f one of your s t a f f Members can get i n 

c o n t a c t w i t h my o f f i c e so I can t a l k i n g r e a t e r l e n g t h 

t o see i f t h i s q u a l i f i e s . 

MR. BARNER: We w i l l make sure t o do t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GOODMAN: Thank you v e r y much, 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Levdansky? 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . I a p o l o g i z e f o r a r r i v i n g a l i t t l e b i t 

l a t e . I had a J o i n t F i n a n c e Committee w i t h the Senate 

t h i s m o r n i n g . 

J u s t a c o u p l e of q u i c k q u e s t i o n s , Mr. B a r n e r . 

I see here t h a t your F i s c a l Year '08-'09, your a c t u a l 

revenue was about 49.7 m i l l i o n . Your expenses were 48.1 

m i l l i o n . So you're about a m i l l i o n -- 1.5, 1.6 on the 

p o s i t i v e s i d e of the l e d g e r but my q u e s t i o n i s what i s 

your o v e r a l l fund b a l a n c e ? 

MR. BARNER: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t h a t i s a good 

o b s e r v a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y somebody w o r k i n g w i t h the 

f i n a n c e s t u f f . 

One t h i n g I would l i k e t o note about the 

numbers you are t a l k i n g a b o u t , the revenue and 

e x p e n d i t u r e s , I t h i n k t h a t t y p i f i e s t h a t c y c l e t h a t we 

t a l k e d about e a r l i e r . 



We are c u r r e n t l y i n t h a t p e r i o d where the f i r s t 

t h r e e or f o u r y e a r s a f t e r you r e c e i v e a l i c e n s e f e e 

i n c r e a s e , we are a b l e t o produce more revenue than we 

e x p e n d . 

We need to put t h a t i n the bank, which i s what 

I'm g o i n g t o t a l k a b o u t , t o c a r r y us t h r o u g h the next 

t h r e e or f o u r or f i v e y e a r s when t h a t s i d e of the l e d g e r 

c h a n g e s . 

P r o b a b l y next y e a r , you're g o i n g t o see t h a t 

our e x p e n d i t u r e s are g o i n g t o exceed t h o s e i s s u e s . The 

fund b a l a n c e i s always a c o m p l i c a t e d t h i n g . We have two 

of them, a f i s h and a boat f u n d . They are e x c l u s i v e l y 

two d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . 

The f i s h fund has -- t h e r e i s t e c h n i c a l l y 40 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n an a c c o u n t . There i s 8 or 9 m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s i n what we c a l l r e s t r i c t e d revenue t h a t b r i n g s 

the b a l a n c e down to 32 m i l l i o n . 

Of t h a t 32 m i l l i o n , t h e r e i s a n o t h e r seven or 

e i g h t t h a t i s committed f o r l o n g - t e r m p r o j e c t s , f o r bond 

repayments f o r our h e a d q u a r t e r s , and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . 

R i g h t now, i f you s a i d w r i t e me a check w i t h 

the money you h a v e , I c o u l d t e c h n i c a l l y w r i t e a check 

out of the f i s h fund f o r 25 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . The boat 

fund i s a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n . I c o u l d t e c h n i c a l l y w r i t e 

you a check f o r up t o 16 m i l l i o n . That would be our 



u s a b l e fund b a l a n c e . I t i s not the amount of money we 

h a v e , but i t i s a v a i l a b l e f o r e x p e n d i t u r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: So the u s a b l e 

unencumbered revenue i n both funds combined would be 

about 25 m i l l i o n p l u s 16? 

MR. BARNER: That i s c o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: You mentioned i n 

your t e s t i m o n y about your u t i l i z a t i o n of the Growing 

Greener b o n d s , Growing Greener I I f i n a n c i n g t h a t was 

p r o v i d e d by the Genera l Assembly and made a v a i l a b l e t o 

-- some t o the F i s h and Boat and some t o the Game 

Comm i s s i o n . 

What i s the t o t a l amount you ended up u s i n g ? I 

b e l i e v e you used p r e t t y much a l l of us i t f o r upgrades 

to the h a t c h e r y s y s t e m . How much of t h a t was i n t o t a l ? 

Do you know? 

MR. BARNER: We were a l l o c a t e d 27 and a h a l f 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . We have not used i t a l l y e t but we 

w i l l use e v e r y s i n g l e penny of t h a t . That w i l l 

h o p e f u l l y o c c u r by the time of the R e y n o l d s d a l e a r e a i s 

c o m p l e t e d . So p r o b a b l y two t o t h r e e y e a r s . 

We are w o r k i n g on f i v e major p r o j e c t s ; t h r e e 

are c o m p l e t e , two are alm o s t f i n i s h e d -- we have done 

numerous s m a l l e r f a c i l i t y upgrades t o some of our o t h e r 

l o c a t i o n s . 



We spread the money a r o u n d . We have a l s o used 

the money t o r e p a i r the burden p r o c e s s of L e a s e r Lake 

Dam i n L e h i g h County and Opossum Lake Dam i n Cumberland 

County. 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: I f my memory i s 

c o r r e c t , y e a r s b a c k , I t h i n k the t o t a l f i s h h a t c h e r y 

c o s t t o upgrade e v e r y t h i n g a t the time was l i k e 

somewhere around 75 n o r t h of 75 m i l l i o n I t h i n k ? 

MR. BARNER: And I can t e l l you why the 27 and 

a h a l f m i l l i o n d o l l a r s was used the way i t was. We took 

t h a t 75 or 80 m i l l i o n d o l l a r e s t i m a t e , and we had our 

e n g i n e e r i n g s t a f f break i t down. 

What do we have t o have r i g h t now t o be 

com p l y i n g w i t h our p e r m i t s ? What do we need t o do over 

the next t e n y e a r s ? What i s the l i s t of t h i n g s we can 

do w i t h o u t and the s t u f f t h a t everybody wants t o have 

and s e t a s i d e ? 

We have e x c l u s i v e l y worked on the Phase I , the 

e s s e n t i a l t h i n g s we need t o do t o have the h a t c h e r i e s 

open and o p e r a t i n g . That i s where the f u n d i n g i s g o i n g 

at t h i s p o i n t . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: So even a f t e r t h a t 

27 and a h a l f m i l l i o n e x p e n d i t u r e , you're s t i l l g o i n g t o 

have o t h e r upgrades t h a t you would p r o b a b l y l i k e t o do 

but you c a n ' t because you don't have the f u n d i n g t o do 



i t ? 

MR. BARNER: The f u n d i n g f o r what we have now 

i s f o r upgrades f o r t r e a t m e n t s y s t e m s . I t i s not d o i n g 

a n y t h i n g f o r the l o n g - t e r m maintenance and c a r e of the 

f a c i l i t i e s . 

They are l a r g e , e x p e n s i v e f a c i l i t i e s , c o n c r e t e , 

p i p i n g , i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , and s t u f f a l l b r e a k s t h o s e 

numbers o u t . 

So t h e r e i s i s s u e s w i t h the a f f l u e n t , which i s 

what we are d e a l i n g w i t h now p l u s t h e r e i s the r e d u c t i o n 

t o keep the f a c i l i t i e s h e a l t h y . 

REPRESENTATIVE LEVDANSKY: J u s t one f i n a l t h i n g 

I j u s t want t o p o i n t o u t . O f t e n government i s accused 

of b e i n g , you know, r e a c t i v e and b ehind the t i m e s , but 

one t h i n g t h a t the F i s h and Boat Commission has done i n 

a v e r y p r o a c t i v e sense i s t o a n t i c i p a t e and l o o k at the 

p r o b l e m s , the e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p a c t s of M a r c e l l u s 

d r i l l i n g i n the s t a t e b e f o r e i t happens. 

I j u s t want to commend the agency f o r b e i n g 

a g g r e s s i v e , b e i n g p r o a c t i v e , you know, p u t t i n g , you 

know, w o r k i n g t o put p r o t o c o l s i n p l a c e t o make sure 

g o l d e n a l g a e doesn't expand beyond and a l l of the o t h e r 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p a c t s e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e so much of the 

f a i r p l a y of M a r c e l l u s s h a l e i n t h i s s t a t e a l s o i s i n an 

a r e a where t h e r e i s r e a l l y e x c e p t i o n a l v a l u e watersheds 



and n a t i v e brook t r o u t s p e c i e s and some of the b e s t , 

c l e a n e s t water i n the s t a t e i s i n the M a r c e l l u s s h a l e 

a r e a . 

I t i s good to have the F i s h and Boat Commission 

p e r s o n n e l out t h e r e , you know, l o o k i n g a t the i m p a c t s 

and making sure of t h a t i n the p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s f o r 

e s t a b l i s h i n g the d r i l l s i t e s and b e i n g a b l e t o do the 

water w i t h d r a w a l s and w i t h the water and w i t h the 

d i s p o s a l o f f r a c water as w e l l . 

I j u s t want to commend the agency f o r b e i n g 

p r o a c t i v e i n a n t i c i p a t i n g t h o s e c o n c e r n s . I t i s not 

j u s t because of t h a t . I t i s because of a l o t of o t h e r 

t h i n g s . 

I'm g l a d you mentioned i t i n your t e s t i m o n y , 

the i m p o r t a n c e of M a r c e l l u s s h a l e as a p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e 

of revenue f o r the a g e n c y , e s p e c i a l l y i n l i g h t of the 

f a c t t h a t e v e r y time we r a i s e l i c e n s e f e e s , we l o s e , you 

know, people d r o p , th e y don't buy a f i s h i n g l i c e n s e . 

That i s j u s t the r e a l i t y . 

So we've got t o l o o k f o r ways to get some o t h e r 

a l t e r n a t i v e f i n a n c i n g f o r the a g e n c y , e s p e c i a l l y g i v e n 

the f a c t t h a t a l m o s t 70 p e r c e n t of your budget comes 

from l i c e n s e f e e s u n l i k e the Game Commission where i t i s 

about 50 p e r c e n t . They have p l e n t y of c o a l , o i l , g a s , 

t i m b e r , m i n e r a l s r e s o u r c e s t h a t they c o u l d l e a s e and 



r e c e i v e revenue f r o m . The F i s h and Boat Commission by 

and l a r g e doesn't have t h a t o p t i o n . 

I t h i n k you are i n a much tou g h e r f i n a n c i a l 

b i n d a l l of the time compared t o even the Game 

Commi s s i o n . I'm not s a y i n g t h a t t o d i m i n i s h t h e i r 

p r o b l e m s . I'm j u s t s a y i n g i t because I t h i n k i t i s 

v i t a l l y -- i t i s both r e l e v a n t and s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t when 

we do the gas se v e r a n c e t a x t h a t we earmark j u s t a 

l i t t l e p i e c e of i t , j u s t a s m a l l amount t o h e l p fund the 

o p e r a t i o n s of the Game Commission and the F i s h and Boat 

C o m m i s s i o n . That w i l l go a l o n g way towards l e s s e n i n g 

the dependency on f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s and the l o s s of 

f i s h i n g l i c e n s e s t h a t w i l l be e x p e r i e n c e d from t h a t . 

Mr. C h a i r m a n , thank you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y and 

I a p o l o g i z e f o r b e i n g a l i t t l e l a t e . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Okay. Thank y o u . 

Chairman M i l l e r ? 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

When I l o o k a t the annual r e p o r t , t h e r e i s a 

c h a r t here t h a t says the number of warm water and c o o l 

water s p e c i e s c u l t u r e d and s t o c k e d i n 14 s t a t e 

h a t c h e r i e s , one of the f i s h t h a t i s not on here i s 

smallmouth b a s s . 

In l i g h t of what Chairman Staback d i s c u s s e d 

w i t h the Susquehanna R i v e r , can you e x p l a i n t o me why we 



are not r a i s i n g smallmouth b a s s ? 

I s t h a t something t h a t we have not had a need 

t o do over the p a s t y e a r s ? We might have t o c o n s i d e r 

t h a t w i t h the i s s u e s t h a t we are now s e e i n g . 

MR. MIKO: I c o u l d respond t o t h a t . The 

t y p i c a l reason we s t o c k f i s h i s d i r e c t , immediate 

r e c r e a t i o n . The o t h e r f i s h we s t o c k , the w a l l e y e , 

m u s k i e , f i n g e r l i n g s , t h e y are s t o c k e d i n w a t e r s where 

t h o s e f i s h can reproduce on t h e i r own. 

Smallmouth bass are c a p a b l e of spawning on 

t h e i r own, but we d i d l o o k a t i t . We t r i e d t o r a i s e 

f i n g e r l i n g and smallmouth bass t o see i f we have an 

impact on the smallmouth bass on the r i v e r s i n the 

s y s t e m . 

The numbers t h a t we need t o make an impact 

would be so g r e a t t h a t they are r e a l l y not a v a i l a b l e . 

A g a i n , we r a i s e enough i n our s y s t e m . They are not 

a v a i l a b l e n a t i o n w i d e , the numbers t h a t would be r e q u i r e d 

i n Susquehanna. 

Some good news, i f t h e r e i s good news t h e r e , 

the number of a d u l t f i s h t h a t are i n the Susquehanna 

R i v e r based on our assessments are v e r y s i m i l a r t o the 

number of a d u l t f i s h t h a t were t h e r e i n the mid '80s and 

e a r l y '90s. 

Those a d u l t f i s h are the g r e a t f i s h t h a t we 



have a l l e x p e r i e n c e d t h r o u g h the mid ' 9 0 s , so t h e r e i s 

p l e n t y of f i s h t o respond t o g e t t i n g the f i s h back 

t h r o u g h t h i s i l l n e s s . 

I f we s t o c k smallmouth b a s s , f i n g e r l i n g s , i t 

w ouldn't get c l o s e t o the number we would need t o r a i s e 

- - i t would be a v e r y s m a l l s i z e , and they would be 

s u s c e p t i b l e t o the s t r e s s o r s t h a t the w i l d f i s h are 

s u s c e p t i b l e t o and w i l l have l i t t l e g a i n i n t h a t 

a p p r o a c h . 

SUBCHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank y o u . Thanks f o r 

t h a t e x p l a n a t i o n . 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN STABACK: Are t h e r e any o t h e r s t h a t 

have q u e s t i o n s of Mr. B a r n e r ? 

S e e i n g none, B r i a n , I want to thank you a g a i n 

f o r your p r e s e n t a t i o n and f o r the manner i n which you 

responded t o the q u e s t i o n s t h a t were put t o y o u . 

I know the p r o c e s s i s new t o y o u ; but g i v e n 

t h a t f a c t , you c e r t a i n l y d i d a commendable jo b w i t h your 

p r e s e n t a t i o n and h a n d l i n g the q u e s t i o n s t h a t were posed 

t o y o u . On t h a t n o t e , t h i s h e a r i n g i s now a d j o u r n e d . 

(The h e a r i n g c o n c l u d e d a t 11:24 a.m.) 


