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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: T h i s i s t h e 

House J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e , p u b l i c h e a r i n g on 

House B i l l 9 2 8 . I 'm C h a i r m a n Tom 

C a l t a g i r o n e . And I ' d l i k e t o have t h e r e s t o f 

t h e c o m m i t t e e , i n c l u d i n g t h e c h a i r m a n b e s i d e 

me, i n t r o d u c e t h e m s e l v e s f o r t h e r e c o r d . 

W e ' l l g e t s t a r t e d . 

REPRESENTATI VE MARSICO: Good 

m o r n i n g . Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

I 'm R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ron M a r s i c o f r o m 

D a u p h i n C o u n t y . 

MS. DALTON: K a r e n D a l t o n , c o u n s e l t o 

t h e c o m m i t t e e . 

REPRESENTATI VE LONGIETTI : H e l l o . 

M ark L o n g i e t t i , M e r c e r C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE SAI NATO: H e l l o . I'm 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h r i s S a i n a t o . I r e p r e s e n t t h e 

9 t h L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t , w h i c h i s p a r t s o f 

L a w r e n c e and a s m a l l s e c t i o n o f B e a v e r 

C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE COSTA: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Dom C o s t a , 2 1 s t D i s t r i c t , A l l e g h e n y C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE TRUE: Good m o r n i n g . 
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K a t i e T r u e , L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE SEI P: Tim S e i p , 

r e p r e s e n t i n g p a r t o f B e r k s C o u n t y , p a r t 

S c h u y l k i l l C o u n t y , C a b e l a ' s and Y u e n g l i n g 

d i s t r i c t . 

MR. ANDRI NG: B i l l A n d r i n g , l e g a l 

c o u n s e l . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: J o s h 

S h a p i r o , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m Montgomery 

C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: B r y a n L e n t z , 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m D e l a w a r e C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE VEREB: M i k e V e r e b 

f r o m Montgomery C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE SANTONI: Da n t e 

S a n t o n i , B e r k s C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE ROHRER: Sam R o h r e r , 

n o t a member o f t h e c o m m i t t e e b u t t e s t i f y i n g 

t h i s m o r n i n g . 

REPRESENTATI VE GRUCELA: I'm R i c h 

G r u c e l a , a l s o n o t a member o f t h e c o m m i t t e e , 

b u t i t ' s my b i l l b e f o r e t h e c o m m i t t e e t h i s 

m o r n i n g . And I 'm f r o m N o r t h a m p t o n C o u n t y . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u , 

g e n t l e m e n . As f a r as I 'm c o n c e r n e d , y o u ' r e 
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a l l p a r t o f t h e c o m m i t t e e w i t h t h e h e a r i n g 

t h a t ' s g o i n g o n . 

L i k e t o s t a r t o f f w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

G r u c e l a and t h e n R e p r e s e n t a t i v e R o h r e r f o r 

comments f o r t h e r e c o r d . 

REPRESENTATI VE GRUCELA: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

And my t h a n k s t o you and t h e members 

o f t h e c o m m i t t e e f o r t h i s h e a r i n g on House 

B i l l 9 2 8 . House B i l l 92 8, a l t h o u g h w i t h a 

d i f f e r e n t number, has been a r o u n d f o r o t h e r 

s e s s i o n s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Tom Y e w c i c , who has 

r e t i r e d l a s t s e s s i o n , and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

R o h r e r have a c t u a l l y w o r k e d on t h i s r e a l l y a 

l o t more t h a n I d i d , b u t I was m e r e l y a 

c o s p o n s o r . B u t i n t h i s s e s s i o n , and s p e a k i n g 

w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e R o h r e r , I t o o k t h e l e a d as 

t h e s p o n s o r o f House B i l l 9 28 . 

E s s e n t i a l l y -- and y o u ' v e s e e n t h e 

a n a l y s i s -- e s s e n t i a l l y i t ' s a r e p o r t i n g 

b i l l . House b i l l 928 r e q u i r e s t h e p h y s i c i a n 

o r h e a l t h c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r who t r e a t s a m i n o r 

w i t h r e s p e c t t o p r e n a t a l c a r e , d e l i v e r y o f a 

b aby, t e r m i n a t i o n o f a p r e g n a n c y , o r any 

s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e t o o b t a i n 
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c r e d i b l e w r i t t e n e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e m i n o r i s 

t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f age o r o l d e r . So i t ' s 

e s s e n t i a l l y a r e p o r t i n g b i l l . 

And, a g a i n , t h e r e w i l l be p e o p l e h e r e 

t e s t i f y i n g t o d a y , l i t t l e b i t more i n d e p t h 

a b o u t t h e b i l l , b u t a t t h i s t i m e , I w o u l d l i k e 

t o c a l l on my c o l l e a g u e and f r i e n d , Sam 

R o h r e r , f o r some f u r t h e r comments on House 

B i l l 9 2 8 . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e R o h r e r . 

REPRESENTATI VE ROHRER: Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G r u c e l a . 

And t h a n k y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n , f o r 

c a l l i n g t h e h e a r i n g t o d a y . And I ' d l i k e t o 

t h a n k a l l t h e members and s t a f f , a d v o c a c y 

g r o u p s and members o f t h e p u b l i c who have 

t r a v e l e d t o be h e r e t h i s m o r n i n g . 

I'm g r a t e f u l f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

a d d r e s s t h e c o m m i t t e e a b o u t an i s s u e t h a t ' s 

v e r y s e r i o u s and a l s o v e r y e m o t i o n a l . The 

s e x u a l a b u s e o f c h i l d r e n i n o u r commonwealth 

i s a t r a g e d y and one t h a t we w o u l d l i k e t o 

b e l i e v e d o e s n ' t h a p p e n b u t d o e s . Due t o 

e f f o r t s t o combat t h e s e h o r r i f i c c a s e s o f 

a b u s e , l e g i s l a t i o n h a s been p a s s e d on b o t h t h e 
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f e d e r a l and s t a t e l e v e l s i n o r d e r t o 

s t r e n g t h e n t h e p e n a l t i e s and empower o u r 

p o l i c e t o c r a c k down on t h e s e p r e d a t o r s . 

P r e v i o u s l y e n a c t e d l e g i s l a t i o n h a s 

e x p a n d e d t h e m a n d a t e d r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s 

f o r c h i l d a b u s e i n a manner t h a t r e q u i r e s t h e 

r e p o r t i n g o f p r e g n a n c i e s o f g i r l s who a r e 

u n d e r t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f age t o c o u n t y 

a g e n c i e s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , h o w e v e r , d e s p i t e 

t h e s e l a w s , a s i g n i f i c a n t number o f c h i l d 

r a p i s t s and o t h e r c h i l d p r e d a t o r s c a n a v o i d 

d e t e c t i o n and p u n i s h m e n t b e c a u s e t h e age o f 

t h e c h i l d i s n o t d e t e r m i n e d . 

When I f i r s t became aware o f t h i s 

l o o p h o l e i n t h e l a w , I s a t down w i t h f o r m e r 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Tom Y e w c i c , who was m e n t i o n e d , 

t o d r a f t l e g i s l a t i on t h a t m i g h t p r o v i d e l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t w i t h t h e t o o l s t h e y n e e d t o 

f u r t h e r p r o s e c u t e c h i l d p r e d a t o r s . 

When a c h i l d i n t h e u n d e r t h i r t e e n 

y e a r s o f age has a s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d 

d i s e a s e o r i s p r e g n a n t , t h a t i s e v i d e n c e t h a t 

a f e l o n i o u s s e x c r i m e h a s been c o m m i t t e d . The 

p r e m i s e o f t h i s b i l l i s t o r e q u i r e t h a t a 

h e a l t h c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r who t r e a t s a m i n o r f o r 
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p r e - o r p o s t n a t a l c a r e o r w i t h an STD t o 

a s c e r t a i n t h e age o f t h e c h i l d , and i n so 

d o i n g , g r e a t l y s t r e n g t h e n P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s 

a b i l i t y t o p r o t e c t c h i l d r e n u n d e r t h i r t e e n 

y e a r s o f age a g a i n s t c h i l d r a p i s t s o r o t h e r 

s e x u a l p r e d a t o r s . 

The l e g i s l a t i o n s p e c i f i c a l l y 

a d d r e s s e s t h e u n i q u e r o l e t h a t h e a l t h c a r e 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s p l a y . As p h y s i c i a n s and o t h e r 

h e a l t h p r a c t i t i o n e r s may see e v i d e n c e o f 

s e x u a l a b u s e o r a f e l o n i o u s s e x c r i m e , t h e s e 

i n d i v i d u a l s have c o n c r e t e k n o w l e d g e t h a t a 

c r i m e was c o m m i t t e d . 

The r e q u i r e m ent t o s h a r e t h i s 

k n o w l e d g e was c o d i f i e d i n t h e l a w so t h a t 

y o u n g g i r l s and y o u n g b o y s m i g h t be p r o t e c t e d 

and t h e i r a b u s e r s p u n i s h e d . T h i s i s a l r e a d y 

t h e l a w . R e q u i r i n g t h a t t h e age o f t h e c h i l d 

be d e t e r m i n e d i s an e n f o r c e m e n t m e c h a n i s m t h a t 

w i l l f u r t h e r s e r v e t o p r o t e c t t h e c h i l d r e n o f 

o u r c o m m o n w e a l t h s . 

From a p o l i c y p e r s p e c t i v e , t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e 

l a w s a g a i n s t s e x u a l c o n d u c t w i t h t h o s e u n d e r 

t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f age a r e p r o p e r l y e n f o r c e d . 
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K n o w i n g a c h i l d ' s age k e e p s a l a r g e c l a s s o f 

g i r l s and b o y s f r o m f a l l i n g t h r o u g h t h e 

c r a c k s . 

The c h i l d r a p i s t and p r e d a t o r 

d e t e c t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n w o u l d n o t c r e a t e any new 

l a w , b u t r a t h e r w o u l d c o r r e c t a l o o p h o l e o r a 

s t r u c t u r a l d e f i c i e n c y o ve r l o o k e d i n t he 

o r i g i n a l l e g i s l a t i o n . 

B e c a u s e o f m e t h o d o l o g y and t h e 

d i f f i c u l t y o f q u a n t i f y i n g s u c h s t a t i s t i c s , 

some o r g a n i z a t i o n s do n o t o r c a n n o t m e a s u r e 

t h e v i c t i m i z a t i on o f c h i l d r e n age u n d e r t w e l v e 

o r y o u n g e r . A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e r e l a t i v e 

d e p e n d e n c e and i m m a t u r i t y o f t h e s e c h i l d r e n 

make i t d i f f i c u l t , i n many c a s e s , f o r t h e 

c h i l d r e n t o r e p o r t a b u s e . 

When c h i l d r e n do come i n c o n t a c t w i t h 

h e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s t h e n , t h e r e i s 

e v i d e n c e o f a b u s e , t h a t makes a l l t h e more 

n e c e s s a r y f o r l a w e n f o r c e m e n t t o be g i v e n t h e 

p r o p e r t o o l s t o t r a c k down and t o p u n i s h t h e s e 

c h i l d p r e d a t o r s . 

When d r a f t i n g t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , we 

were c a r e f u l t o b r i n g i n p e o p l e and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n v o l v e d w i t h t h i s i s s u e f o r 

10 



t h e i r comments and c o n c e r n s i n o r d e r t o d r a f t 

f a i r and c o m p r e h e n s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n . We have a 

f e w p e o p l e r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

h e r e t o d a y t o t e s t i f y t o t h e a b s o l u t e 

n e c e s s i t y o f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . 

C h i l d r e n who have been v i c t i m i z e d by 

s e x u a l a b u s e a r e p e r h a p s some o f s o c i e t y ' s 

most i n n o c e n t and v u l n e r a b l e c i t i z e n s . The 

v e r y l e a s t t h a t we, as l e g i s l a t o r , c a n do i s 

t o e n s u r e t h a t t h o s e who p e r p e t r a t e s u c h 

h e i n o u s c r i m e s a r e c a u g h t and p u n i s h e d . Our 

c h i l d r e n d e s e r v e n o t h i n g l e s s t h a n t h i s . 

M r . C h a i r m a n , t h o s e a r e my comments. 

T h a n k y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u . 

W e ' l l n e x t move -- w e ' l l n e x t move t o 

M i k e M c M o n a g l e , P r o - L i f e C o a l i t i o n . 

MR. MCMONAGLE: May I p r o c e e d , 

M r . C h a i r m a n ? 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Y e s , s i r . 

MR. MCMONAGLE: Good m o r n i n g . Thank 

y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e R o h r e r , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G r u c e l a and a l l t h e members, 

f o r co m i n g h e r e . 

I ' l l mi n i mi z e my comments n o t t o 
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r e p e a t what R e p r e s e n t a t i v e R o h r e r s a i d , i n 

my -- I have two-page t e s t i m o n y , and i t 

h i g h l i g h t s . And I r e f e r t o e n c l o s u r e s i n 

t h i s . W h i c h , I 'm h e a r t e n e d by t h e g o o d t u r n 

o u t , b a s e d on t h e p r e d i c t i o n s , E x p e d i a ' s 

p r e d i c t i o n s , so I d o n ' t have -- I o n l y made 

t e n c o p i e s . So f o r t h e e n c l o s u r e s , we can g e t 

them t o y o u , i f we have t o . 

So t h e f i r s t p a r t , I d o n ' t want t o 

r e p e a t , e x c e p t f o r t h e i s s u e o f a c o u r t 

d e f i n i t i o n o f an STD b e i n g a s e r i o u s b o d i l y 

i n j u r y . T h a t h as l e g a l r a m i f i c a t i o n s . U n d e r 

c h i l d a b u s e r e p o r t i n g , a s e r i o u s b o d i l y i n j u r y 

has t o be r e p o r t e d . So u n d e r s t a t e l a w , an 

STD i s a s e r i o u s b o d i l y i n j u r y . P l u s I w o u l d 

a d d , t h e a t t o r n e y g e n e r a l , t h e c u r r e n t 

a t t o r n e y g e n e r a l , has i s s u e d two memorandum 

a b o u t p r e g n a n c y t w e l v e and u n d e r and STDs 

t w e l v e and u n d e r , and h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 

t h e l a w , t h a t t h e y must be r e p o r t e d and i s a 

r e a s o n a b l e b a s i s t o s u s p e c t c h i l d a b u s e . 

So o t h e r t h a n t h a t , t o t h e e x t e n t o f 

t h e p r o b l e m , how b i g i s t h i s ? And a comment 

a b o u t d e t e r m i n i n g n u m b e r s . The numbers o f 

a b o r t i o n s on ages t w e l v e and u n d e r a r e v e r y 
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e x a c t , and t h e r e a s o n i s t h a t we have t e s t e d 

AGs g o i n g b a c k t o F i s h e r and P a p p e r t and t h e n 

C o r b e t t , t h a t u n d e r t h e A b o r t i o n C o n t r o l A c t , 

i f l a w e n f o r c e m e n t a s k s , t h e h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t 

w i l l b r e a k i t down, b e c a u s e t h e y o n l y r e p o r t 

f i f t e e n and u n d e r a b o r t i o n s , so t o g e t t w e l v e 

and u n d e r , you have t o p r e c e d e t h a t . 

The o t h e r s , we j u s t p i c k e d two STDs 

and c h i l d b i r t h , t h e r e ' s -- o v e r t h e y e a r s . 

Members o f t h i s c o m m i t t e e have t h e r i g h t t o go 

t o t h e h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t and a s k f o r v e r y 

s p e c i f i c b r e a k d o w n s . B u t you can see t h e 

n u m b e r s ; t h i s i s n o t a m i n i m a l p r o b l e m . T h i s 

r e a l l y e x i s t s , i f you add up t h e s e n u m b e r s . 

These c h i l d r e n , t h e s e l i t t l e g i r l s , a r e 

v i c t i m s o f s e x u a l a s s a u l t , j u s t b a s e d on t h e s e 

n u m b e r s . And i t ' s n o t b e i n g r e p o r t e d . 

I mean, t h i s body p a s s e d S e n a t e B i l l 

1254 i n l a t e 2006, w h i c h made i t c l e a r who's a 

ma n d a t e d r e p o r t e r , and i f you have a 

r e a s o n a b l e b a s i s t o s u s p e c t a b u s e . So 

p r e g n a n c y i n a g i r l t w e l v e and u n d e r i s a 

r e a s o n a b l e b a s i s t o s u s p e c t a b u s e , b u t i t ' s 

n o t b e i n g r e p o r t e d . 

Why n o t ? You c a n t e l l by t h e t i t l e 
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o f o u r g r o u p , you can g u e s s where we s t a n d on 

t h e i s s u e o f p r o t e c t i n g u n b o r n c h i l d r e n f r o m 

a b o r t i o n . A b o r t i o n f a c i l i t i e s h ave a v e s t e d 

f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t i n n o t r e p o r t i n g t h i s . And 

i f you a r e aware o f any o f s t o r i e s i n o t h e r 

s t a t e s t h a t t h e y ' r e -- t h e y t e l l m i n o r s e i t h e r 

n o t t o t e l l t h e a g e , you know, q u o t e -- t h i s 

i s f r o m an I n d i a n a a b o r t i o n m i l l -- I d o n ' t 

want t o know y o u r a g e . D o n 't t e l l me t h a t . 

When t h e g i r l t o l d h i m she was t h i r t e e n . So 

t h e y a v o i d o f f i c i a l l y d e t e r m i n i n g a g e . 

A n d , you know, p a r t o f l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t , t o be c a n d i d , t o g e t t o t h e n e x t 

s e c t i o n , t h e y -- t h e y ' l l a c t u a l l y s u p p o r t t h e 

a b o r t i o n i n d u s t r y , d o n ' t want t o c h a l l e n g e 

i t . 

And t h e r e ' s no one h e r e f r o m 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , b u t I 'm a n a t i v e o f 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , and I ' l l s p e a k c a n d i d l y a b o u t 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . T h i s p r o b l e m i s n o t 

p r o p o r t i o n a l a r o u n d t h e s t a t e . P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s 

a t t h e h e a r t o f t h i s p r o b l e m . A n d , t h e r e f o r e , 

you w o u l d t h i n k t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a D i s t r i c t 

A t t o r n e y ' s o f f i c e w o u l d be a l l o v e r t h i s , 

t r y i n g t o do s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t . B u t t h a t i s 
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n o t t h e c a s e . 

Keep o n . What t h e i r p o l i c y i s -¬

keep on -- i f a t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d g i r l shows up 

i n an a b o r t i o n m i l l o r a s c h o o l n u r s e 

p r e g n a n t , does t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a D i s t r i c t 

A t t o r n e y ' s o f f i c e r e q u i r e t h a t h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o v i d e r o r a b o r t i o n p r o v i d e r t o r e p o r t t h a t ? 

The a n s w e r ' s n o . No. B e l i e v e i t o r n o t . And 

t h i s i s t h e r e a s o n : T h e r e ' s an i t s y - b i t s y 

c ha nc e t h a t t he ma l e who go t t h i s g i r l 

p r e g n a n t c o u l d be t w e l v e o r u n d e r , a n d , 

t h e r e f o r e , we d o n ' t know who t h e v i c t i m i s . 

T h i s , I l i t e r a l l y g o t f r o m t h e mouth o f J o h n 

D e l a n e y . He's t h e h e a d , t h e number t h r e e guy 

i n t h e DA's o f f i c e . And t h i s i s t h e i r 

r a t i o n a l e . 

And maybe t h i s w i l l c hange u n d e r t h e 

new management, I d o n ' t know. B u t t h i s i s -¬

t h i s i s w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g and what h a p p e n e d . 

I mean, many o f you p r o b a b l y r e a d , 

two y e a r s a g o , a b o u t t h i s t i m e , i t was 

r e p o r t e d i n t h e I n q u i r e r on t h e A r n e s x Honore 

c a s e . T h i s s e x u a l p r e d a t o r g o t a f o u r t e e n -

y e a r - o l d g i r l -- b e t w e e n t h e ages o f f o u r t e e n 

and s e v e n t e e n -- c o m m i t t e d r e p e a t e d s e x u a l 
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a s s a u l t on h e r , a t l e a s t one baby b o r n , a t 

l e a s t two b a b i e s k i l l e d by a b o r t i o n and n e v e r 

r e p o r t e d . 

And so you w o u l d t h i n k t h e f i r s t t i m e 

t h a t g i r l g o t p r e g n a n t , when she went t o t h e 

h o s p i t a l and g a v e b i r t h , u n d e r t h i s b i l l , t h a t 

h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r w o u l d have been r e q u i r e d 

t o r e p o r t t h a t s e x u a l a s s a u l t and t a k e a 

DNA s a m p l e t o be up w i t h t h e DA -- w i t h t h e 

u n i t t h a t ' s g o i n g t o be c r e a t e d i n AG's 

o f f i c e . So, t h i s t h i s i s an e x a m p l e o f 

what h a p p e n s i n o u r c o m m o n w e a l t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n o u r l e a d c i t y . 

You know, I w i s h t h e b i l l w o u l d go 

f u r t h e r . I w i s h i t w o u l d p r o t e c t f o u r t e e n and 

u n d e r , and I w i s h -- b e c a u s e I d o n ' t see t h e 

P h i l a d e l p h i a DA's o f f i c e c h a n g i n g any t i m e 

s o o n , I w h i c h t h e AG's o f f i c e w o u l d use 

c o n c u r r e n t j u r i s d i c t i o n t o e n f o r c e i t . B u t 

t h i s i s a g o o d f i r s t s t e p . 

And how much t i m e do I h a v e ? I j u s t 

r e a d some o f t h e comments c r i t i c a l o f t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n . And I ' d l i k e b r i e f l y t o r e s p o n d 

t o t h e m . And one i s v e r y a n t i c i p a t e d , and 

t h a t i s , t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n w o u l d d e t e r m i n o r s 
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f r o m s e e k i n g m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t . N o n s e n s e . I 

mean, i f you buy t h a t , I ' l l c o n v i n c e you -- i n 

o t h e r w o r d s , a t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d g i r l , p r e g n a n t , 

we d o n ' t want t o t e l l h e r p a r e n t s t h a t s h e ' s a 

s u b j e c t o f r a p e . I mean i s t h i s what you g u y s 

want t h e p o l i c y t o b e ? I s t h a t b e c a u s e she 

won't g e t t r e a t e d o r she won't g e t t r e a t e d f o r 

an STD. A t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d has an STD and 

we're n o t g o i n g t o t e l l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t o r h e r 

p a r e n t s ? I mean, I j u s t t r u s t y o u r common 

s e n s e on t h a t t o r e j e c t t h a t a r g u m e n t o f t h e 

A C L U , w h i c h i s t h e i r t e s t i m o n y . 

And t h e o t h e r o n e s , y e a h , t h i s w i l l 

h u r t t h e a b o r t i o n i n d u s t r y , t h a t ' s why we're 

s u p p o r t i n g i t . I ' l l be v e r y c a n d i d a b o u t 

t h a t . B u t you s h o u l d -- i f you d e s c r i b e y o u r 

p o s i t i o n as p r o - c h o i c e , you s h o u l d be f o r t h i s 

b i l l as w e l l , b e c a u s e you d o n ' t want l i t t l e 

g i r l s b e i n g s e x u a l l y a s s a u l t e d and b e i n g 

c o v e r e d u p , w h i c h i s h a p p e n i n g r i g h t now. 

So I ' l l s t o p . Thank you f o r 

l i s t e n i n g . And p l e a s e p a s s t h i s g r e a t 

l e g i s l a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: W o u l d you h o l d 

f o r qu e s t i o n s . 
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M e m b e r s , a r e t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s . 

Y e s , go a h e a d . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

Thank you f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y , 

M r . M c M o n a g l e . I t ' s -- I have t h e u t m o s t 

r e s p e c t f o r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s G r u c e l a and R o h r e r 

and what t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o d o . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

t h e y i n v i t e d you t o be an a d v o c a t e f o r t h i s 

b i l l , w h i c h I t h i n k u n d e r m i n e s i t q u i t e 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y . 

J u s t y o u r f i n a l s t a t e m e n t t h e r e a b o u t 

t h e p a r e n t s , a l e r t i n g t h e p a r e n t s i n t h e c a s e 

o f r a p e . I b e l i e v e t h a t was y o u r t e s t i m o n y 

t h a t you t h i n k -¬

MR. MCMONAGLE: T h a t s h o u l d t r u m p . 

T h a t s h o u l d be t r u m p . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: A r e t h e r e 

i n c i d e n t s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a where t h e r a p e o f 

t h a t c h i l d o c c u r s as a r e s u l t o f t h e p a r e n t 

p e r p e t u a t i n g t h a t r a p e o f t h a t c h i l d ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: S u r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: Do you have 

any i d e a how -- what t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f t h a t 

mi g h t b e ? 
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MR. MCMONAGLE: No, I d o n ' t . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: Two, 3 

p e r c e n t maybe, a s m a l l a m o u n t . I g a t h e r i f 

you t h i n k we s h o u l d be l e t t i n g t h e p a r e n t s 

know, you w o u l d t h i n k t h e y w o u l d n o t be 

i n v o l v e d i n t h e r a p e and, t h u s , t h e y w o u l d be 

a p r o t e c t i n g and c o m f o r t i n g f a c t o r f o r t h e 

c h i l d ; i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: O k a y . So 

w o u l d i t s u r p r i s e y o u , t h e n , t o know t h a t o u r 

own D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c W e l f a r e s u g g e s t e d 

27.3 p e r c e n t o f t h e o f f e n d e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o 

y o u r c h i l d v i c t i m s a r e p a r e n t s ? So you w o u l d 

a l e r t o n e - q u a r t e r , more t h a n o n e - q u a r t e r o f 

t h o s e who a c t u a l l y r a p e t h e i r own c h i l d r e n 

u n d e r t h i s b i l l . T h a t w o u l d be a good a i m o f 

t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o y o u r t e s t i m o n y ; 

i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: U n d e r t h e b i l l , t h e 

n o t i f i c a t i o n goes t h r o u g h t h e p o l i c e . So i f a 

t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d g i r l i s p r e g n a n t and shows up 

at a h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r , t h e y n o t i f y t h e 

p o l i c e . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: And 
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p a r e n t s -¬

MR. MCMONAGLE: No. Then t h e l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t p r o v i d e s p a r e n t . I a p o l o g i z e f o r 

t h a t m i s t a k e , i f I lu m p e d i t . I t ' s n o t a 

p a r a l l e l t h i n g ; i t ' s a s e r i e s t h i n g . Law 

e n f o r c e m e n t ' s n o t i f i e d , and l a w e n f o r c e m e n t 

n o t i f i e s t h e p a r e n t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: So h e r e you 

have a t r a u m a t i z e d t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d , t o use 

y o u r e x a m p l e , who's b e e n r a p e d , more t h a n a 

q u a r t e r p e r c e n t o f t h e t i m e o f a l l t h e c a s e s , 

by a p a r e n t , and you a r e now g o i n g t o s u b j e c t 

t h a t c h i l d -- t a k e them away f r o m t h e c o m f o r t s 

o f t h e i r h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r , who t h e y know, 

who c a n p r o v i d e c o n f i d e n t i a l c o m f o r t t o them, 

and i n s t e a d i n v o l v e them i n t h e j u d i c i a l 

s y s t e m , i n t h e l e g a l s y s t e m , as w e l l as 

b r i n g i ng i n c l o s e r t o them t h e p e r s o n who 

c o m m i t t e d t h a t r a p e i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h e 

f a t h e r , i n most c a s e s . R i g h t ? I mean t h a t ' s 

t h e u n d e r l y i n g b i l l . 

MR. MCMONAGLE: What's t h e 

a l t e r n a t i v e ? T h i s t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d g i r l h a s 

be e n r a p e d and you d o n ' t t e l l l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t ? And i f she s a y s , Hey, i t ' s my 
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f a t h e r who's t h e p e r p e t r a t o r , t h e n l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t w o u l d t a k e a c t i o n . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: R i g h t . 

U n d e r o u r c u r r e n t s t a n d a r d s , w h i c h a l l o w f o r 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s , f o r d o c t o r s , f o r p e d i a t r i c i a n s 

t o go o u t and i f t h e y -- i f t h e y see e v i d e n c e 

o f t h i s a b u s e , r e p o r t i t t o t h e a u t h o r i t i e s , 

as t h e y do now, h e r e you a r e m a n d a t i n g t h a t 

t h a t p r o c e s s t a k e p l a c e i n v o l v i n g t h e p a r e n t , 

i n a t l e a s t o n e - q u a r t e r o f t h e t i m e where t h e 

p a r e n t s h o u l d n o t be i n v o l v e d . And y o u ' r e 

t a k i n g t h a t d i s c r e t i o n away f r o m t h e d o c t o r s . 

So I g u e s s I w o u l d a s k a s e c o n d 

q u e s t i o n . And t h o s e o f you who a r e c o m i n g t o 

t e s t i f y , I ' l l p r o b a b l y a s k you t h i s q u e s t i o n 

as w e l l . What i s b r o k e n a b o u t t h e c u r r e n t 

s y s t e m ? How i s i t t o d a y t h a t p h y s i c i a n s a r e 

n o t d o i n g a good enough j o b r e p o r t i n g t h i s ? 

What e v i d e n c e do you have t o s u g g e s t , as t h e 

u n d e r l y i n g b i l l s u g g e s t s , t h a t i t w o u l d 

g r e a t l y s t r e n g t h e n t h e commonwealth's a b i l i t y 

t o p r o t e c t c h i l d r e n u n d e r t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f 

age, t o t a k e away t h i s d i s c r e t i o n f r o m t h e 

p h y s i c i a n s ? Where's t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h a t ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: The e v i d e n c e i s t h e 
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number o f a b o r t i o n s , t h e number o f STDs, t h e 

number o f c h i l d b i r t h s b e i n g t o g i r l s f o u r t e e n 

and u n d e r , and more s p e c i f i c a l l y , t w e l v e and 

u n d e r . And -¬

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: I a c c e p t t h e 

f a c t t h a t you and I may n o t a g r e e on t h e i s s u e 

o f a b o r t i o n . And I t r u l y r e s p e c t y o u r 

p o s i t i o n on t h a t . T h i s i s n o t a b o u t a b o r t i o n . 

T h i s u n d e r l y i n g l e g i s l a t i o n s u g g e s t i o n s t h a t 

s o m e t h i n g i n t h e c u r r e n t s y s t e m i s n o t 

w o r k i n g , and t h a t t h i s b i l l w o u l d s t r e n g t h e n 

i t . And I 'm a s k i n g , how w o u l d t h i s s t r e n g t h e n 

i t ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: The age r e q u i r e m e n t . 

T h a t r i g h t now h e a l t h c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y a b o r t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , a r e s a y i n g , 

D o n ' t t e l l me y o u r a g e . And t h e y ' r e l o o k i n g 

t h e o t h e r w a y . And t h i s w o u l d s t o p u n d e r t h i s 

b i l l . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: O k a y . And 

what e v i d e n c e do you have t h a t t h a t i s 

h a p p e n i n g ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: U n d e r c o v e r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n o t h e r s t a t e s and j u s t t h e 

mere l ack o f r e p o r t i n g . 
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REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: And have you 

p r o v i d e d t h a t t o C h a i r m a n M a r s i c o o r C h a i r m a n 

C a l t a g i r o n e so t h a t we c a n see t h a t e v i d e n c e 

f o r u s , o r s h o u l d we j u s t t a k e y o u r w o r d f o r 

t h a t ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: You c o u l d do y o u r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . I 'm n o t a s k i n g you t o --

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: You d o n ' t 

have any e v i d e n c e t o s u g g e s t -¬

MR. MCMONAGLE: I c a n ' t g i v e you an 

u n d e r c o v e r v i d e o t a p e o f an a b o r t i o n f a c i l i t y 

i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , b u t I c a n r e f e r you t o 

s t o r i e s w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g i n o t h e r s t a t e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: I'm mean, 

I'm a l l e a r s . I f t h e r e ' s some e v i d e n c e t o 

s u g g e s t t h a t t h e c u r r e n t s y s t e m n e e d s t o be 

s t r e n g t h e n e d , I ' d l i k e t o know what t h a t i s . 

Y o u ' r e s u g g e s t i n g t o me yo u ' v e done some 

c o h o r t o p e r a t i o n s and c a n ' t s h a r e -¬

MR. MCMONAGLE: I n o t h e r s t a t e s . B u t 

y o u ' r e 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: I n o t h e r 

s t a t e s . 

MR. MCMONAGLE: B u t y o u ' r e i g n o r i n g 

my comment a b o u t --
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REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: I t ' s n o t an 

i s s u e h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

MR. MCMONAGLE: -- a b o u t 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . I n o t h e r w o r d s , i f y o u ' r e a 

s c h o o l n u r s e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a and you t r e a t a 

t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d g i r l , s h o u l d you have t o t e l l 

l aw e n f o r c e m e n t ? 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: I g u e s s what 

I'm s u g g e s t i n g t o you -- and you have n o t been 

a b l e t o r e b u t t h i s -- i s we a l r e a d y p r o v i d e 

t h e l a t i t u d e and t h e d i s c r e t i o n t o o u r 

h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s . Y o u ' r e s u g g e s t i n g i n 

y o u r t e s t i m o n y and t h e u n d e r l y i n g b i l l 

s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e s y s t e m i s n o t s t r o n g enough 

and n e e d s t o be s t r e n g t h e n e d . I'm a l l e a r s . 

T h i s i s an i n f o r m a t i o n a l h e a r i n g where we're 

h e r e t o l e a r n . I'm j u s t t r y i n g t o f i n d o u t 

what n e e d s t o be s t r e n g t h e n e d . Where i s t h e 

s y s t e m n o t w o r k i n g ? 

And you t e l l me y o u ' v e g o t some 

u n d e r c o v e r t h i n g and -¬

MR. MCMONAGLE: The p r o o f o f a g e . 

B u t , y o u ' v e a v o i d e d my q u e s t i o n , w h i c h i s t h e 

h e a r t -- P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s t h e h e a r t o f t h i s 

p r o b l e m . And you have l a w e n f o r c e m e n t i n 
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P h i l a d e l p h i a s a y i n g , a h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r o r 

an a b o r t i o n f a c i l i t y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a d o e s n o t 

have t o t e l l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t i f t h e y t r e a t a 

t w e l v e y e a r o l d g i r l . T h a t ' s how i t ' s 

b r o k e n . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: I'm f i r s t 

o f f , I a s k t h e q u e s t i o n s ; you d o n ' t ask t h e 

q u e s t i o n s . 

S e c o n d o f f , t h o s e p r o v i d e r s have 

d i s c r e t i o n u n d e r o u r c u r r e n t l a w . Y o u ' r e 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e y s h o u l d n o t have 

d i s c r e t i o n , t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be m a n d a t e d t o 

r e p o r t . And I'm s u g g e s t i n g t o you -- I 'm 

a s k i n g you why t h a t m a n d a t e ? What i s n o t 

w o r k i n g i n t h i s t h e c u r r e n t s y s t e m ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: As f a r as c u r r e n t 

l a w , t h e r e ' s o t h e r p e o p l e who w i l l t e s t i f y t o 

t h a t . B u t my u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f l a w i s , t h a t 

t h e r e ' s no d i s c r e t i o n . They have t o r e p o r t . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: So -¬

MR. MCMONAGLE: A h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o v i d e r --

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: So t o d a y , i f 

a t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d c h i l d comes t o h e r 

p e d i a t r i c i a n and d e m o n s t r a t e s o r d i s p l a y s 
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e v i d e n c e o f s e x u a l a b u s e , y o u ' r e s a y i n g t h a t 

d o c t o r d o e s n ' t r e p o r t t h a t ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: Y e s . Oh, y e a h . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: R e a l l y ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: And do you 

have any e v i d e n c e t h a t s u g g e s t t h a t t h a t i s a 

f a c t ? I mean, I see f o r m e r D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y 

C a s t o r h e r e , who I know has been i n v o l v e d i n 

many c a s e s where he s u c c e s s f u l l y p r o s e c u t e d 

f o l k s b a s e d on p h y s i c i a n s i n Montgomery C o u n t y 

c o m i n g f o r t h t o p r o v i d e t h a t t o h i m , t o R i s a 

F e r m a n , h i s f i r s t ADA who's now o u r d i s t r i c t 

a t t o r n e y . We have s e v e r a l s u c c e s s s t o r i e s on 

our b o o k s i n Montgomery C o u n t y and a c r o s s t h e 

s t a t e where p h y s i c i a n s have p r o v i d e d a t i p t o 

la w e n f o r cement 

Y o u ' r e s u g g e s t i n g t h a t d o e s n ' t 

h a p p e n ? 

MR. MCMONAGLE: Y e s . V e r y much s o , 

i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: o k a y . W e l l , 

l o o k , I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r o p i n i o n . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t ' s -- a t l e a s t a c c o r d i n g y o u r 

t o t e s t i m o n y t o d a y , i t ' s b a s e d on no f a c t s 
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w h a t s o e v e r . 

M r . C h a i r m a n , I a p p r e c i a t e t h e 

c o m m i t t e e ' s t i m e , and I ' l l f o l l o w up w i t h more 

q u e s t i o n s l a t e r . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: A r e t h e r e 

o t h e r q u e s t i o n s ? No. 

MR. MCMONAGLE: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you f o r 

y o u r t e s t i m o n y . 

W e ' l l n e x t h e a r f r o m M a j o r Ken H i l l , 

d i r e c t o r , B u r e a u o f F o r e n s i c S e r v i c e s , 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e . 

MAJOR H I L L : Good m o r n i n g , 

M r . C h a i r m a n , members o f t h e c o m m i t t e e . 

I 'm M a j o r Ken H i l l , d i r e c t o r o f t h e 

B u r e a u o f F o r e n s i c S e r v i c e s o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e . 

On b e h a l f o f C o l o n e l F r a n k P a w l o w s k i , 

c o m m i s s i o n e r o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e , 

I want t o t h a n k you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

sp e a k w i t h you t o d a y a b o u t House B i l l 928, 

c h i l d R a p i s t and P r e d a t o r D e t e c t i o n . 

B e f o r e I s p e c i f i c a l l y a d d r e s s t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n , I w o u l d l i k e t o g i v e you some 
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i n s i g h t i n t o o u r c u r r e n t and p a s t o p e r a t i o n s 

r e g a r d i n g c o n v i c t e d o f f e n d e r r e g i s t r a t i o n and 

f o r e n s i c DNA c a s e w o r k . These a r e t h e two 

s e c t i o ns t h a t w e o p e r a t e a t t h e DNA 

l a b o r a t o r y . A t p r e s e n t , P e n n s y l v a n i a has o v e r 

two h u n d r e d t w e n t y - o n e t h o u s a n d c o n v i c t e d 

o f f e n d e r s r e g i s t e r e d i n t h e N a t i o n a l C ombined 

DNA I n d e x S y s t e m , o r CODIS. 

Over t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s , 2007 

t h r o u g h 2009, we have a v e r a g e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

t w e n t y - f i v e t h o u s a n d s a m p l e s r e c e i v e d and 

u p l o a d e d p e r y e a r . Over t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s , 

t h e r e have been two t h o u s a n d t h r e e h u n d r e d 

f o r t y - f o u r h i t s t o t h e s t a t e d a t a b a s e , and 

s i x t y - o n e h i t s -- I'm s o r r y . Two t h o u s a n d 

t h r e e h u n d r e d f o r t y - f o u r h i t s u p l o a d e d by o u r 

l a b o r a t o r y . I n 20 09 a l o n e , t h e r e were s i x 

h u n d r e d s e v e n t e e n h i t s t o t h e s t a t e d a t a b a s e , 

and s i x t y - o n e h i t s t o o u t - o f - s t a t e o f f e n d e r s 

t h r o u g h t h e n a t i o n a l CODIS d a t a b a s e . 

A t t h e end o f 2 009 , o u r b a c k l o g was 

j u s t o v e r t h r e e t h o u s a n d s a m p l e s , w h i c h i s 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y a one-month d e l a y f r o m r e c e i p t 

t o u p l o a d i n t o CODIS. 

The c a s e w o r k s e c t i o n a n a l y z e s s a m p l e s 
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o b t a i n e d f r o m c r i m e s c e n e s f o r DNA. As t h e 

t e c h n o l o g y becomes b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d by 

i n v e s t i g a t o r s and p r o s e c u t o r s , and as t h e 

s u c c e s s s t o r i e s mount, o u r c a s e w o r k has r i s e n 

f r o m a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w e l v e h u n d r e d s u b m i s s i o n s 

i n 200 6 t o o v e r t w e n t y - o n e h u n d r e d c a s e s i n 

20 0 9 . T h i s i n c r e a s e , a l o n g w i t h a t t r i t i o n o f 

s c i e n t i s t s and t h e c u r r e n t n e g a t i v e f i s c a l 

p i c t u r e , has a f f e c t e d o u r a b i l i t y t o keep up 

w i t h t h a t c a s e w o r k . A t p r e s e n t , o u r 

t u r n a r o u n d t i m e f o r DNA i s one h u n d r e d e i g h t y -

n i n e d a y s . We e x p e c t DNA c a s e w o r k s u b m i s s i o n s 

t o c o n t i n u e i n c r e a s i n g . 

Our DNA a n a l y s t s a r e t r a i n e d , 

e d u c a t e d , and c e r t i f i e d t o i n t e r p r e t r e s u l t s 

t h a t i d e n t i f y t h e DNA o f t h e d o n o r o n l y . I n 

t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , t h e a n a l y s t w o u l d be 

r e q u i r e d t o i n t e r p r e t r e s u l t s f r o m t h e f e t u s 

o r d o n o r and e x t r a p o l a t e t h o s e r e s u l t s t o 

i d e n t i f y t h e sperm d o n o r . None o f o u r 

a n a l y s t s a r e c e r t i f i e d o r t r a i n e d t o c o n d u c t 

t h a t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

G i v e n t h e e x t e n t o f o u r c u r r e n t 

w o r k l o a d , we do n o t have t h e l u x u r y o f t a k i n g 

a n a l y s t s o f f t h e b e n c h t o t r a i n , e d u c a t e , 
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c e r t i f y , and a c c r e d i t t h e new p r o c e s s p r o p o s e d 

i n t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n w i t h o u t a s i g n i f i c a n t l o s s 

o f p r o d u c t i o n . I e s t i m a t e i t w o u l d t a k e 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h r e e y e a r s t o o b t a i n 

a c c r e d i t a t i o n f o r t h i s p r o c e s s , a t a c o s t o f 

n e a r l y t e n t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s p e r a n a l y s t . 

T h e r e a r e o t h e r l a b o r a t o r i e s t h a t 

s p e c i a l i z e i n f o r e n s i c r e l a t i o n s h i p t e s t i n g , 

a r e a c c r e d i t e d , o f f e r e a s y a c c e s s f o r u s e r s , 

and o f t e n r e c e i v e f e d e r a l g r a n t f u n d i n g t o 

o f f e r l i m i t e d f r e e t e s t i n g t o l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t . M a r s h a l l U n i v e r s i t y i n West 

V i r g i n i a i s one o f s u c h l a b s . 

S i n c e we do n o t c o n d u c t f o r e n s i c 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t e s t i n g , I recommend t h a t t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e be removed as a r e g u l a t i n g body 

and p r o m u l g a t i n g a u t h o r i t y f o r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

s e c t i o n . 

G i v e n t h e v e r y s p e c i f i c n a t u r e o f 

t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , i t w o u l d n o t be c o s t 

e f f i c i e n t f o r t h e s t a t e p o l i c e t o u n d e r t a k e 

t h i s a d d i t i o n a l t a s k and w o u l d add f u r t h e r 

d e l a y s i n p r o v i d i n g r e s u l t s t o l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t . F u r t h e r d e l a y s i n p r o v i d i n g t h e 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f o f t e n v i o l e n t c r i m i n a l s t o 
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l a w e n f o r c e m e n t t r a n s l a t e s t o t h o s e c r i m i n a l s 

r e m a i n i n g on t h e s t r e e t s , f r e e t o c o m m i t t e d 

f u r t h e r c r i m e s w h i l e t h e i r DNA s i t s u n t e s t e d 

i n t h e l a b . 

Were t h e r e no o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e , we 

w o u l d , o f c o u r s e , t a k e on t h i s r o l e . However, 

t h e r e a r e v e r y r e a s o n a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s 

a v a i l a b l e t o a c c o m p l i s h t h e g o a l o f t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n f a s t e r and c h e a p e r and w i t h no 

n e g a t i v e i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e s t a t e P o l i c e o r 

t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e c o m m o n w e a l t h . 

A g a i n , I t h a n k you f o r t h e i n v i t a t i o n 

t o d i s c u s s t h i s s u b j e c t and w i l l be happy t o 

a n s w e r any q u e s t i o n s you may h a v e . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u , 

M a j o r . 

Members ? 

Tim. 

REPRESENTATIVE S E I P : Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank you f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y , 

Maj o r . 

MAJOR H I L L : Thank y o u , s i r . 

REPRESENTATI VE SEI P: I'm n o t -- I 

was h o p i n g t h a t maybe we w o u l d have somebody 
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f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c W e l f a r e on t h e 

agenda o r p e r h a p s some somebody f r o m c h i l d r e n 

and y o u t h , more s p e c i f i c a l l y . B u t I ' l l a s k 

you t h i s q u e s t i o n . 

I'm a m a n d a t e d r e p o r t e r m y s e l f , as a 

l i c e n s e d s o c i a l w o r k e r , and I w o u l d t h i n k t h a t 

i f some o f t h e s i t u a t i o n s t h a t were d i s c u s s e d 

e a r l i e r a b o u t a s t u d e n t c o m i n g b e f o r e a 

l i c e n s e d s c h o o l n u r s e and i n a p r e g n a n t s t a t e 

o r b e l i e v e d t o be p r e g n a n t s t a t e , t h e n t h a t 

t h a t s c h o o l n u r s e w o u l d have an o b l i g a t i o n t o 

c a l l c h i l d r e n and y o u t h s e r v i c e s o r C h i l d L i n e 

t o r e p o r t t h a t i s a s u s p e c t e d c h i l d a b u s e . 

C e r t a i n l y , my u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e l a w i s t h a t 

you d o n ' t have t o have e v i d e n c e , y o u ' r e n o t 

s u p p o s e d t o go o u t and g a t h e r t h i n g s on y o u r 

own. As a m a n d a t e d r e p o r t e r , y o u ' r e s u p p o s e d 

t o be m a n d a t e d t o r e p o r t a n y t h i n g t h a t you 

t h i n k m i g h t be c h i l d a b u s e . 

So, I g u e s s my q u e s t i o n i s , i s t h a t 

what y o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h a t t y p e o f 

s i t u a t i o n w o u l d be? 

MAJOR H I L L : Y e s , s i r . T h a t ' s 

REPRESENTATI VE SEI P: T h a t w o u l d be a 

r e p o r t a b l e i n s t a n c e t o C h i l d r e n and Y o u t h 
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S e r v i c e s on C h i l d L i n e ? 

MAJOR H I L L : Y e s , s i r , I b e l i e v e i t 

w o u l d . 

REPRESENTATI VE SEI P: O k a y . Thank 

y o u . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u . 

C h a i r m a n M a r s i c o . 

REPRESENTATI VE MARSICO: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r . 

The c h a i r m a n and I were j u s t 

d i s c u s s i n g y o u r t e s t i m o n y and -- t h a n k s f o r 

b e i n g h e r e , by t h e way. 

MAJOR H I L L : Y o u ' r e welcome, s i r . 

REPRESENTATI VE MARSICO: I t seems t o 

us t h a t t h e -- one o f t h e r e a s o n s f o r y o u r , I 

g u e s s , n o t w a n t i n g -- f o r t h e s t a t e p o l i c e n o t 

w a n t i n g t o t a k e a r o l e i n t h i s p r o c e s s i s t h e 

c o s t o f p e r a n a l y s t . You h a d m e n t i o n e d t e n 

t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s p e r a n a l y s t as w e l l as t h r e e 

y e a r s a c c r e d i t a t i o n . 

And you m e n t i o n e d i n y o u r s t a t e m e n t , 

on page two, t h e b o t t o m o f page two, t h a t 

w o u l d be a t t h e v e r y end o f y o u r s t a t e m e n t , 

you m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e r e a r e o t h e r r e a s o n a b l e 
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a l t e r n a t i v e s t o t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . C o u l d you 

l e t us know what t h e y a r e ? 

MAJOR H I L L : Y e s , s i r . M a r s h a l l 

U n i v e r s i t y i s one s u c h a l t e r n a t i v e . P u b l i c 

l a b o r a t o r y t h a t o f f e r s l i m i t e d f r e e t e s t i n g 

f o r l a w e n f o r c e m e n t f o r f o r e n s i c r e l a t i o n s h i p 

t e s t i n g , w h i c h i s a p r o c e s s t h a t t h e y 

c u r r e n t l y d o . 

REPRESENTATI VE MARSICO: You 

m e n t i o n e d t h a t i n y o u r t e s t i m o n y as w e l l . 

MAJOR H I L L : Y e a h . T h e r e a r e o t h e r 

p r i v a t e l a b o r a t o r i e s t h a t a l s o o f f e r s i m i l a r 

f o r e n s i c r e l a t i o n s h i p t e s t i n g . 

REPRESENTATI VE MARSICO: I s t h a t a 

c o s t t o t h e commonwealth? I s t h a t a c o s t t o 

t h e commonwealth? P r i v a t e l a b s w o u l d be a 

c o s t , I'm s u r e . 

MAJOR H I L L : They w o u l d , s i r . 

REPRESENTATI VE MARSICO: O k a y . T h a t 

i s my q u e s t i o n . You want t o f o l l o w u p . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: I 'm j u s t 

c u r i o u s a b o u t t h a t . The w o r k l o a d t h a t y o u ' r e 

e x p e r i e n c i n g now, and e v i d e n t l y i t ' s b e i n g 

compounded by t h e b u d g e t p r o c e s s . 

MAJOR H I L L : I t i s , s i r . 
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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Not h a v i n g 

enough a n a l y s t s a v a i l a b l e o r t h e t r a i n i n g and 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n t h a t I w o u l d assume t h a t y o u r 

p e o p l e have t o have i n o r d e r t o a p p e a r i n 

c o u r t t o t e s t i f y . They have t o have t h a t 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

MAJOR H I L L : They d o , s i r , c e r t i f i e d 

and t h e l a b o r a t o r y ' s a c c r e d i t e d . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: So t h i s w o u l d 

p r e s e n t a b u r d e n , an e x t r a b u r d e n , on t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e t o be a b l e t o p e r f o r m t h o s e e x t r a 

d u t i e s . 

I s i t a m a t t e r o f money, o r i s i t a 

m a t t e r o f t i me, o r b o t h ? 

MAJOR H I L L : I t h i n k t h e money i s t h e 

m i n i m a l i s s u e . Money i s a l w a y s an i s s u e , b u t 

i n t h i s c a s e , I t h i n k i t ' s t h e m i n i m a l s i d e . 

The m a t t e r i s t h e t i m e t o u n d e r t a k e a new 

p r o c e s s , whi ch we d o n ' t c u r r e n t l y d o , a r e n o t 

c u r r e n t l y t r a i n e d t o do o r c u r r e n t l y 

a c c r e d i t e d t o d o . And i n a d d i t i o n , t h e t i m e 

t o t a k e t o o b t a i n t h a t a c c r e d i t a t i o n and 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n and t r a i n i n g t h a t w o u l d a l s o 

c a u s e t h e l i m i t e d number o f a n a l y s t s we 

c u r r e n t l y have t o be a s s i g n e d t o do t h e s e 
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t y p e s o f c a s es and t a k e them away f r o m t h e 

c a s e l o a d we're c u r r e n t l y e x p e r i e n c i n g , w h i c h 

i s e x t e n s i v e . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: You had 

m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h i s o u t - o f - s t a t e c o l l e g e o r 

u n i v e r s i t y c a n do t h i s ? 

MAJOR H I L L : Y e s , s i r . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: A t no c o s t t o 

t h e c o m m o n w e a l t h . 

MAJOR H I L L : No c o s t f o r t h e 

t e s t i n g . They have f e d e r a l g r a n t s t h a t t h e y 

r e c e i v e t h a t a l l o w them t o o f f e r l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t l i m i t e d , n o - c o s t t e s t i n g . T h e r e 

w o u l d be a c o s t t o t h e commonwealth f o r t h e 

p r o s e c u t o r , s h o u l d t h e i r a n a l y s t come t o 

t e s t i f y . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: O k a y . Do you 

c u r r e n t l y s e n d any t e s t i n g t o them now on any 

of t h e DNA t e s t s ? 

MAJOR H I L L : N o , s i r . We do n o t . 

And on t h e t e s t s t h a t we c u r r e n t l y c o n d u c t , we 

do n o t s e n t DNA. We d o n ' t do f o r e n s i c 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t e s t i n g , n o r do we f o r w a r d t h a t 

t o a n y b o d y . We have l a w e n f o r c e m e n t d i r e c t l y 

f o r w a r d t h e i r DNA t o a p p r o p r i a t e l a b o r a t o r i e s . 
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CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Y o u r b a c k l o g 

r i g h t now -¬

MAJOR H I L L : Y e s , s i r . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: -- what a r e we 

t a l k i n g a b o u t i n number o f c a s e s t h a t y o u ' r e 

d e a l i n g w i t h ? 

MAJOR H I L L : I n DNA c a s e w o r k , i t ' s 

o v e r e i g h t h u n d r e d c a s e s i n t h e b a c k l o g . I n 

t h e c o n v i c t e d o f f e n d e r d a t a b a s e , i t ' s a b o u t 

t h r e e t h o u s a n d c a s e . T h r e e t h o u s a n d c a s e s 

t r a n s l a t e s t o a b o u t t h i r t y d a y s f r o m t h e t i m e 

we g e t t h e c o n v i c t e d o f f e n d e r s a m p l e u n t i l we 

u p l o a d i t i n t o CODIS. The c a s e w o r k s a m p l e s , 

t h e e i g h t h u n d r e d o r so c a s e s o f c r i m e s c e n e 

DNA, t h a t ' s a b o u t a h u n d r e d e i g h t y - n i n e d a y s . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: So b e f o r e t h e y 

can g e t i n t o c o u r t , you have t o have t h e s e 

t e s t s c o m p l e t e d ? 

MAJOR H I L L : C o r r e c t , s i r . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: B e f o r e any 

a d j u d i c a t i o n c o u l d t a k e p l a c e . 

MAJOR H I L L : B e f o r e we were a b l e t o 

t e s t i f y . O f t e n t h e y p l e a d g u i l t y p r i o r t o o u r 

t e s t i f y i n g . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: O k a y . Any 

37 



o t h e r q u e s t i o n s ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE COSTA: Y e s . M a j o r , 

t h a n k you a g a i n f o r b e i n g h e r e . 

I n y o u r o p i n i o n , do you see a n e e d 

f o r t h i s t e s t i n g ? Do you have many c a s e s t h a t 

w o u l d r e q u i r e t h i s t y p e o f t e s t i n g ? 

O b v i o u s l y , you h a v e n ' t s e n t any o u t . I s t h e r e 

a n e e d i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , i n t h e c o m m o n w e a l t h , 

f o r us t o t r a i n p e o p l e i n t h i s t y p e o f t h i n g ? 

MAJOR H I L L : To t r a i n -- i s t h e r e a 

ne e d f o r us t o t r a i n s t a t e t r o o p e r s t o do t h i s 

k i n d o f t h i n g o r f o r o u r f o r e n s i c a n a l y s t s t o 

do t h i s ? 

REPRESENTATI VE COSTA: I s t h e r e 

enough c a s e s t h a t w o u l d r e q u i r e us t o t r a i n 

o u r t r o o p e r s t o do t h i s w i t h o u t -- I mean, 

e v e n i f we g o t a new b a t c h o f t r o o p e r s t h a t we 

were g o i n g t o t r a i n so we w o u l d n ' t be 

b a c k l o g g i n g t h e c a s e s ? 

MAJOR H I L L : I'm s o r r y . I m i s s p o k e 

when I s a i d t r o o p e r s . F o r e n s i c s c i e n t i s t s f o r 

t h e s t a t e p o l i c e . 

REPRESENTATI VE COSTA: F o r e n s i c 

s c i e n t i s t s . 
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MAJOR HI L L : I n my o p i n i o n , t h e r e a r e 

c u r r e n t l y s e v e r a l c r e d i b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t o u s e t h a t d o n ' t i n v o l v e t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e . As t o t h e number o f c a s e s t h a t 

t h i s t y p e o f l e g i s l a t i o n w o u l d a f f e c t , I w o u l d 

o n l y be g u e s s i n g . 

REPRESENTATI VE COSTA: O k a y . Thank 

you v e r y much. 

MAJOR H I L L : Y o u ' r e w e l c o m e . 

REPRESENTATI VE COSTA: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u , 

Maj o r . A p p r e c i a t e y o u r t e s t i m o n y . 

We w i l l n e x t move t o D r . D e b r a E v a n s -

R h o d e s , p s y c h o l o g i s t . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: Good m o r n i n g . 

L e t me b e g i n by g i v i n g you my 

c r e d e n t i a l s . I 'm D r . D e b r a E v a n s - R h o d e s . I 'm 

a p s y c h o l o g i s t and a p r o f e s s o r a t t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . A d d i t i o n a l l y , 

I have been a c t i v e i n t h e a r e a o f d o m e s t i c 

v i o l e n c e , most r e c e n t l y s e r v i n g on t h e b o a r d 

o f d i r e c t o r s f o r d o m e s t i c v i o l e n c e s e r v i c e s o f 

F a y e t t e C o u n t y f o r t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s and 

c u r r e n t l y s e r v i n g as t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
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b o a r d s i n c e 2008. 

I n o t o n l y know what t h e e f f e c t s o f 

a b u s e c a n b e , I have s e e n f i r s t h a n d t h e 

d e v a s t a t i o n t h a t s u c h a b u s e c a u s e s . I am, 

t h e r e f o r e , i n f a v o r o f House B i l l 9 2 8 . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o d i s t i n g u i s h what 

t h e b i l l d o e s n o t d o . The b i l l d o e s n o t 

change t h e s t a n d a r d s s e t by t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

l e g i s l a t u r e and a f f i r m e d by o u r c o u r t s t h a t 

t h o s e who p r o v i d e m e d i c a l c a r e t o o u r c h i l d r e n 

a r e m a n d a t e d t o r e p o r t s u s p e c t e d c a s e s o f 

a b u s e t o a p p r o p r i a t e a u t h o r i t i e s . 

The b i l l d o e s n o t e x p a n d t h e l i s t o f 

m a n d a t e d r e p o r t e r s n o r t h e i r d u t y t o r e p o r t . 

The b i l l d o e s n o t change t h e 

d e f i n i t i o n s f o r r e p o r t i n g s t a n d a r d s . I t d o e s 

n o t a d d r e s s t h e d e f i n e d a g es f o r c o n s e n t o r 

s t a t u t o r y c r i m e s . Those s t a n d a r d have a l s o 

been d e t e r m i n e d by t h e l e g i s l a t u r e and 

a f f i r m e d by t h e c o u r t s . 

The b i l l d o e s n o t r e q u i r e m a n d a t e d 

r e p o r t e r s t o c o n d u c t i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t o t h e 

s o u r c e o f t h e s e x u a l a c t i v i t y . T h a t p r o c e s s 

has a l s o been e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e l a w . 

The b i l l s i m p l y s e e k s t o a s s u r e t h a t 
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t h o s e m a n d a t e d t o r e p o r t s e x u a l a b u s e do 

r e p o r t s e x u a l a b u s e . 

L e t ' s l o o k a t t h e n u m b e r s . A c c o r d i n g 

t o t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , 

t h e r e were t h r e e h u n d r e d n i n e t y - f i v e r e p o r t e d 

p r e g n a n c i e s t o y o u n g women u n d e r t h e age o f 

f i f t e e n i n 2 0 0 7 . Of t h o s e , one h u n d r e d 

e i g h t y - s i x r e s u l t e d i n l i v e b i r t h s , two 

h u n d r e d s i x were a b o r t e d , and t h r e e u n b o r n 

c h i l d r e n d i e d i n u t e r o . 

T h i s p r e g n a n c y r a t e a v e r a g e s o u t t o 

one p r e g n a n c y p e r one t h o u s a n d g i r l s b e t w e e n 

t h e a ges o f t e n and f o u r t e e n . T h i s r a t e has 

been r e l a t i v e l y c o n s t a n t s i n c e 20 0 5 . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

H e a l t h s t a t i s t i c s f o r s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d 

d i s e a s e s f o r 20 07 r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e r e were two 

h u n d r e d s e v e n t y - e i g h t r e p o r t e d c a s e o f 

g o n o r r h e a , s e v e n h u n d r e d and f i f t y - o n e c a s e s 

o f c l a m y d i a , and f o u r c a s e s o f s y p h i l i s i n 

c h i l d r e n aged f o u r t e e n and u n d e r . T h i s means 

t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y one t h o u s a n d t h i r t y - t h r e e 

c h i l d r e n i n P e n n s y l v a n i a were d i a g n o s e d w i t h 

j u s t t h o s e t h r e e s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s 

i n t h e y e a r 200 7. T h i s d o e s n o t i n c l u d e HPV, 
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g e n i t a l w a r t s , o r p e l v i c i n f l a m m a t o r y d i s e a s e . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s was n o t an a n o m a l y . 

I t i s a l m o s t t o o o b v i o u s t o m e n t i o n 

t h a t t h e p r e s e n c e o f a p r e g n a n c y o r a s e x u a l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e i s e v i d e n c e o f s e x u a l 

c o n t a c t . And s i n c e t h e s e s t a t i s t i c s came f r o m 

t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , t h e y came f r o m 

c o n t a c t w i t h a member o f t h e h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o f e s s i o n . T h e r e f o r e , we s h o u l d e x p e c t t o 

see a t l e a s t one t h o u s a n d f i v e h u n d r e d r e p o r t s 

o f p o s s i b l e s e x u a l a b u s e f r o m h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o v i d e r s f o r t h e y e a r 2 0 0 7 . T h a t i s n o t t h e 

c a s e . 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c W e l f a r e 

r e p o r t s t h a t t h e r e were a t o t a l o f one 

t h o u s a n d f i v e h u n d r e d and t w e l v e r e p o r t e d c a s e 

o f s e x u a l a b u s e i n t h i s age r a n g e f o r t h a t 

y e a r . T h i s f i g u r e i n c l u d e s a l l t y p e s o f 

s e x u a l a b u s e s u c h as i n d e c e n t e x p o s u r e and n o t 

j u s t r e p o r t s o f p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t . I t a l s o 

i n c l u d e s a l l r e p o r t s , n o t j u s t t h o s e f r o m 

m a n dated r e p o r t e r s . I n f a c t , t h e d e p a r t m e n t 

r e p o r t s t h a t o n l y 22 p e r c e n t o f a b u s e r e p o r t s , 

o r j u s t t h r e e h u n d r e d t h i r t y - t w o i n c i d e n t , s 

were a c t u a l l y r e p o r t e d by h e a l t h c a r e w o r k e r s . 
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So, c o n s e r v a t i v e l y s p e a k i n g , 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i f t e e n h u n d r e d c h i l d r e n i n t h e 

y e a r 2 0 0 7 saw a mandated r e p o r t e r w i t h a 

c o n d i t i o n t h a t a b s o l u t e l y p r o v e d t h a t s e x u a l 

c o n d u c t had o c c u r r e d and t h e m a n d a t e d r e p o r t e r 

f a i l e d t o obey t h e l a w and f i l e t h e r e p o r t . 

And t h i s h a p p e n s e v e r y y e a r . We must do 

b e t t e r t h a n t h i s . 

House B i l l 9 28 r e q u i r e s t h a t m a n d a t e d 

r e p o r t e r s a s c e r t a i n t h e age o f t h e y o u n g 

p e r s o n who comes t o them f o r t r e a t m e n t o f a 

p r e g n a n c y o r s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e . 

The p r o o f o f age must be k e p t on f i l e . 

O b t a i n i n g p r o o f o f age i s n o t o v e r l y 

b u r d e n s o m e , s i n c e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i s 

o b t a i n a b l e t h r o u g h a h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e p r o v i d e r 

o r o t h e r m e d i c a l r e c o r d . 

T h i s r e q u i r e m e n t i s f u l l y w i t h i n t h e 

bounds o f HI PAA r e g u l a t i o n s , w h i c h s t a t e t h a t 

t h e p r i v a c y r u l e p e r m i t s c o v e r e d e n t i t i e s t o 

make d i s c l o s u r e s t h a t a r e r e q u i r e d by o t h e r 

l a w s . 

The r e q u i r e m e n t e l i m i n a t e s t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f a c h i l d l y i n g a b o u t h i s o r h e r 

age t o a v o i d a r e p o r t . A g a i n , t h e m a n d a t o r y 
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n a t u r e o f t h e r e p o r t i s a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d by 

l a w , and House B i l l 9 28 d o e s n o t change t h a t 

r e q u i r e m e n t . I t c r e a t e s a p r o c e s s t o 

f a c i l i t a t e f o l l o w i n g o f e x i s t i n g l a w . 

I t a l s o e s t a b l i s h e s p e n a l t i e s f o r 

t h o s e who f a i l t o a c q u i r e p r o o f o f age, 

r e m o v i n g a l o o p h o l e f o r anyone who i s s e e k i n g 

t o a v o i d t h e i r l e g a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o r e p o r t 

t h e s e x u a l a b u s e o f a c h i l d who has come t o 

them f o r c a r e . 

The damages t o a c h i l d who must 

c o n t i n u e t o s u f f e r b e c a u s e o f t h e f a i l u r e o f 

t h e a d u l t who s h o u l d have h e l p e d h e r a r e w e l l 

d o c u m e n t e d and s e r i o u s . Sometimes t h e y a r e 

l i f e t h r e a t e n i n g . 

House B i l l 9 28 i s an i m p o r t a n t s t e p 

i n p r o t e c t i n g t h e s e c h i l d r e n . I u r g e you t o 

a p p r o v e i t . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u , 

D o c t o r . 

Q u e s t i o n s ? 

Thank y o u . 

E x c u s e me. 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Can I a s k you 
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q u e s t i o n s ? 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: I'm s o r r y . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W a t e r s . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

And t h a n k you t o f o r b e i n g h e r e and 

g i v i n g t e s t i m o n y , b u t we c a n ' t l e t you l e a v e 

w i t h o u t a s k i n g you a t l e a s t one q u e s t i o n . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: Go r i g h t a h e a d . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: From what I 

g a t h e r , t h e r e i s no r e q u i r e m e n t a t a l l f o r -¬

f o r any a g e n c i e s who r e c e i v e u n d e r a g e c h i l d 

and h a s had s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . Y o u ' r e 

s a y i n g t h e r e ' s no l a w t h a t r e q u i r e s them t o do 

a n y t h i n g ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: No, I d i d n ' t s a y 

t h e r e ' s no l a w . I s a i d t h a t t h e y ' r e m a n dated 

r e p o r t e r s . I s a i d t h a t t h e y ' r e n o t f o l l o w i n g 

t h e l a w . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: T h e y ' r e 

n o t -- so t h e r e i s a l a w t h a t t h e y ' r e n o t 

f o l l o w i n g . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: C o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: A l l r i g h t . 

So what you want t o do i s see t h a t t h e r e ' s 
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p e n a l t i e s f o r p e o p l e who d o n ' t do i t . I 

g u e s s , i f t h e r e ' s a l a w , t h e r e s h o u l d be some 

p e n a l t i e s t h a t come and c o n s e q u e n c e s f o r n o t 

r e p o r t i n g . R i g h t ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: I want t o see t o 

i t t h a t p e o p l e who s h o u l d be r e p o r t i n g f o l l o w 

t h e e x i s t i ng l aw. 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: F o l l o w t h e 

e x i s t i n g l a w . 

A r e t h e r e p e n a l t i e s i n p l a c e r i g h t 

now f o r p e o p l e who d o n ' t f o l l o w t h e e x i s t i n g 

l a w ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: You know, I c a n n o t 

s p e a k k n o w l e d g e a b l y t o t h a t . What h a p p e n s i s 

t h a t t h e y ' r e n o t r e p o r t i n g . The f a c t t h a t 

t h e y ' r e n o t r e p o r t i n g , we d o n ' t have a t r a i l , 

and s o , we a r e n o t d o i n g what we n e e d t o do t o 

p r o t e c t o u r young c h i l d r e n . 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: And I 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . B e c a u s e I 'm s u r p r i s e d t o 

h e a r t h a t t h e y a r e n o t d o i n g i t . I know f o r 

c h i l d r e n who go t o s c h o o l t h a t show s i g n s o f 

-- some s c a r s o r s o m e t h i n g on t h e i r body, t h e 

t e a c h e r s a r e r e q u i r e d t o c a l l DHS t o s a y t h i s 

c h i l d may be g e t t i n g p h y s i c a l l y a b u s e d , and 
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now y o u ' r e s a y i n g t h a t i t ' s n o t a c r o s s t h e 

b o a r d . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: As i n so many 

a r e a s o f t h e l a w , t h e r e ' s what we s a y i s 

r e q u i r e d and t h e n t h e r e ' s w h a t ' s d o n e . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: I t h a n k you 

s o much. 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: A n o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n ? 

C h a i r m a n R o h r e r . 

REPRESENTATI VE ROHRER: Thank you f o r 

t e s t i m o n y . You l a i d o u t some v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g 

s t a t i s t i c s t o d a y . And I know when we were 

w o r k i n g on t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n l a s t y e a r , t h e 

t h i n g t h a t r e a l l y d r o v e o u r c o n c e r n was t h e 

f a c t t h a t -- t h a t t h e r e c o u l d p o s s i b l y r e a l l y 

be -- when, I mean, b e c a u s e most o f us h e r e -¬

a l o t , anyway, were a r o u n d when we p a s s e d t h e 

mandated r e p o r t e r l a w . And I remember t h e 

d e b a t e s on why t h a t was so i m p o r t a n t , b e c a u s e 

we w a n t e d t o p r o t e c t o u r i n n o c e n t c h i l d r e n 

f r o m t h i n g s t h a t were o c c u r r i n g t o t h e m . And 

when i t became aware, when I became aware 

t h a t , i n f a c t , i t was l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e were 
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c h i l d r e n t h a t were a c t u a l l y b e i n g m u l t i p l e 

t i m e s a s s a u l t e d when t h e y were t w e l v e and 

u n d e r , o f a l l t h i n g s , w h i c h i s s t a t u t o r y r a p e , 

i f t h e r e i s a s e x u a l a s s a u l t , t h a t j u s t r e a l l y 

s h o c k e d me. And I f o u n d i t v e r y , v e r y 

d i f f i c u l t t o b e l i e v e t h a t w h e t h e r t h a t ' s done 

i n t e n t i o n a l l y o r i t ' s done b e c a u s e i t ' s j u s t 

an e a s y t h i n g t o o v e r l o o k , r e q u i r e s a l i t t l e 

b i t more work, I d o n ' t know f u l l y , b u t I know 

t h a t t h e r e i s -- t h e r e seemed t o be an i s s u e . 

Y o u ' r e a p s y c h o l o g i s t . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROHRER: Speak t o me a 

l i t t l e b i t a b o u t t h e harm done t o a young 

c h i l d , and what -- and what t h i s -- I mean -¬

p a r t o f t h i s i s t o g e t a t t h e p e r p e t r a t o r . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: C o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATI VE ROHRER: B u t p a r t o f 

i t i s a l s o t o s a v e l i v e s o f young c h i l d r e n who 

can be damaged f o r e v e r . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE ROHRER: Can you s p e a k 

t o t h a t a l i t t l e b i t , a b o u t what you have 

f o u n d and what a r e we t a l k i n g a b o u t h e r e ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: The damage o c c u r s 
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on so many l e v e l s . And u n f o r t u n a t e l y , you 

know, when we t a l k a b o u t d a m a g e s , i t ' s bad 

enough t h a t we've g o t a c h i l d v i c t i m , b u t as 

t h a t c h i l d grows and goes u n t r e a t e d , so now we 

have an a d u l t b e a r i n g t h o s e s c a r s . T h a t h as 

an i m p a c t on s o c i e t y . 

S p e a k i n g o f t h e damage t o t h e v i c t i m , 

n o t t h e l e a s t o f w h i c h i s t h e damage t o 

t r u s t . So a t r u s t e d p r o f e s s i o n a l who was 

t h e r e i n a p o s i t i o n t o p r o t e c t h e r , f a i l e d t o 

do s o . The damage t o t r u s t i s i m m e a s u r a b l e . 

When we t a l k a b o u t how t h a t c h i l d p r o c e e d s , o f 

c o u r s e t h e r e a r e p h y s i c a l r e p e r c u s s i o n s o f 

abus e i n t e r m s o f , f o r e x a m p l e , p o t e n t i a l f o r 

c h i l d b e a r i n g , i n t e r m s o f r i s k o f d i s e a s e s , i n 

t e r m s o f r i s k o f p r e g n a n c y , a g a i n a l l o f t h o s e 

c a r r y damage o r p o t e n t i a l harm t o t h e c h i l d . 

The damage t o t h e p s y c h e , a g a i n , o f 

b e i n g a b u s e d , and t h e abu s e p e r p e t r a t i n g , i n 

t e r m s o f s e l f - e s t e e m , i n t e r m s o f t r u s t , i n 

t e r m s o f a b i l i t y t o bond and b u i l d 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s , i n t e r m s o f t h e a b i l i t y t o e v e n 

l a t e r become a s u c c e s s f u l p a r e n t h e r s e l f . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROHRER: T h e r e was an 

e a r l i e r q u e s t i o n a b o u t -- b e c a u s e , 
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u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s h a p p e n s where some o f t h i s 

a b u s e i s a f f l i c t e d by a p a r e n t , o f a l l t h i n g s . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: C o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROHRER: From y o u r 

p e r s p e c t i v e , as a p s y c h o l o g i s t , i n d e a l i n g 

w i t h t h i s , how -- what -- how do you d e a l w i t h 

an i s s u e o f t r y i n g t o p r o t e c t a young c h i l d , 

w hen, p e r h a p s , you have an a d u l t i n p l a c e -¬

I'm n o t s u r e t h a t t h e o n l y c h o i c e i s j u s t -¬

i f t h e r e i s an a d u l t , e i t h e r -- a p a r e n t 

i n v o l v e d , you j u s t d o n ' t go t h e r e b e c a u s e 

t h a t ' s e m b a r r a s s i n g . So d o e s t h a t mean we 

d o n ' t do a n y t h i n g f o r t h e c h i l d b u t j u s t l e t 

t h e c h i l d be v i c t i m i z e d ? Or i s s o m e t h i n g -¬

how do we d e a l w i t h t h a t ? B e c a u s e we know 

t h a t t h a t ' s a d i f f i c u l t i s s u e . From y o u r 

p e r s p e c t i v e , how -- s h o u l d we n o t d e a l w i t h 

i t ? S h o u l d we d e a l w i t h i t , k n o w i n g t h a t i t ' s 

a v e r y d i f f i c u l t 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 

i t ' s a d i f f i c u l t i s s u e . By s i m p l y t u r n i n g o u r 

e y e s and l o o k i n g t h e o t h e r way, t h e abu s e 

c o n t i n u e s . We h a v e n ' t , t h e n , done o u r j o b . 

S o , once a g a i n , we're b a c k t o t h e 

p l ace we a r e h e r e . We have mandated 

50 



r e p o r t e r s . We're a s k i n g t h a t t h e y f o l l o w t h e 

l a w . T h e y ' r e n o t . We a r e now r e q u i r i n g t h a t 

t h e y o b t a i n p r o o f o f a g e , b e c a u s e t h a t ' s been 

t h e l o o p h o l e t h e y ' v e u s e d . 

I t -- a r e we g o i n g t o e l i m i n a t e 

p a r e n t s who a r e a b u s i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n ? I 

w i s h I c o u l d s a y we e l i m i n a t e p a r e n t s who a r e 

a b u s i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n . T h i s i s n ' t g o i n g t o 

make t h a t go a way, b u t t h e f a c t i s t h a t we've 

g o t t o see t o i t t h a t t h o s e m a ndated 

r e p o r t e r s , who a r e s u p p o s e d t o be t h e r e t o 

p r o t e c t t h e i n n o c e n t , a r e d o i n g s o . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROHRER: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: A r e t h e r e 

any -- T i m . 

REPRESENTATI VE SEI P: J u s t v e r y 

b r i e f l y . Thank you f o r b e i n g h e r e , 

D r . R h o d e s . 

I know mys e l f - - and I d o n ' t want 

o v e r s i m p l i f y t h i s -- b u t I remember I was 

w o r k i n g as a c a s e w o r k e r w i t h a c h i l d who was 

i n v o l v e d wi t h c h i l d r e n and y o u t h , had an 

i n j u r y t o h i s n o s e , was w i n t e r t i m e , I s a i d , 

Gee, what h a p p e n e d t o you? He s a y s , I was 

51 



s n o w b o a r d i n g and b r o k e my n o s e . Now, s o u n d s 

v e r y r e a s o n a b l e t o me, b u t I c o n t a c t e d t h e 

c a s e w o r k e r who was w o r k i n g w i t h t h e f a m i l y and 

s a i d , You know, t h i s i s what was r e p o r t e d t o 

me. You know, I d o n ' t know i f t h e r e i s ab u s e 

g o i n g on o r n o t . I w a n t e d t o make s u r e t h a t 

t h e r e w a s n ' t . 

And c h i l d r e n and y o u t h f o l l o w e d up on 

t h a t and t h e y s u b s t a n t i a t e d t h a t t h e r e was no 

abus e g o i n g on, no p h y s i c a l a b u s e . You know, 

and c e r t a i n l y , a g a i n , I d i d n ' t want any ab u s e 

t a k i n g p l a c e , b u t a l s o a l o n g w i t h t h a t , I 

d i d n ' t want t o l o s e my j o b . I d i d n ' t want t o 

be -- open m y s e l f up t o d i f f e r e n t l e g a l 

s a n c t i o n s , w h i c h t h e r e a r e . And i f you a r e a 

p r a c t i t i o n e r , i f y o u ' r e a s c h o o l n u r s e w i t h a 

l i c e n s e o r i f y o u ' r e a l i c e n s e d s o c i a l w o r k e r , 

l i k e m y s e l f , you w o u l d have t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

l o s e y o u r l i c e n s e i f you d o n ' t r e p o r t 

s u s p e c t e d c h i l d a b u s e . 

And a g a i n , t h a t ' s t h e k e y w o r d . I t ' s 

s u s p e c t e d . I t ' s n o t t h a t y o u ' r e s u p p o s e d t o 

go o u t and c o l l e c t any e v i d e n c e o r -- y o u ' r e 

n o t t h e one who's s u p p o s e d t o d e t e r m i n e 

w h e t h e r , w e l l , I t h i n k t h i s i s ab u s e o r I 
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t h i n k i t ' s n o t . I t ' s up t o you t o r e p o r t t h a t 

e i t h e r t o C h i l d L i n e o r t o t h e c o u n t y c h i l d r e n 

and y o u t h o f f i c e so t h e y c a n i n v e s t i g a t e 

t h a t . 

And b e l i e v e me, I -- I r e a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e t h e damage t h a t some i n d i v i d u a l s c a n 

do, b e c a u s e I ' v e , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , had an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o meet some v e r y i m p a i r e d p e o p l e 

w i t h some v e r y , v e r y d e b i l i t a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s , 

I g u e s s , who have c a u s e d t r e m e n d o u s harm t o 

c h i l d r e n . And nobody -- I d o n ' t know a n y b o d y 

on t h i s p a n e l i s p r o c h i l d a b u s e . We want t o 

make s u r e t h a t we're d o i n g a l l we c a n t o 

t h w a r t t h a t . 

B u t I do want t h e p e o p l e h e r e i n t h e 

a u d i e n c e t o d a y and t h e p e o p l e on t e l e v i s i o n t o 

know t h a t m a n dated r e p o r t i n g l a w s a r e i n 

p l a c e , and t h e r e a r e s a n c t i o n s i f you d o n ' t 

f o l l o w t h r o u g h on y o u r c o m m i t m e n t . And 

e v e r y b o d y ' s -- as I'm s u r e t h e p s y c h o l o g i s t s 

h ave o n g o i n g t r a i n i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s t o m a i n t a i n 

t h e i r l i c e n s e , s o c i a l w o r k e r s d o . And 

h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l have a human s e r v i c e s l i c e n s e 

i n t h e v e r y n e a r f u t u r e . 

S o i f you want t o comment on --
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DR. EVANS-RHODES: Y o u r comments t a k e 

me two d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s . And t h e f i r s t i s 

t h a t , c e r t a i n l y , a g a i n , a l l we're a s k i n g t h a t 

p e o p l e f o l l o w t h r o u g h on what t h e y ' r e s u p p o s e d 

t o f o l l o w t h r o u g h o n . I t i s n o t up t o t h e 

m a n dated r e p o r t e r t o g a t h e r e v i d e n c e . A l l 

t h e y ' r e d o i n g i s r e p o r t i n g s u s p e c t e d a b u s e . 

I have y o u n g c h i l d r e n m y s e l f , and I 

have had t h o s e s i t u a t i o n s a t t h e ER where t h e 

k i d i s i n j u r e d , and as a p a r e n t , y o u ' r e 

s a y i n g , oh, g e e , what a r e t h e y g o i n g t o 

t h i n k . B u t , a g a i n , a l l t h e y ' r e d o i n g i s , t h e y 

have t o r e p o r t s u s p e c t e d a b u s e . 

And so t h e s e c o n d d i r e c t i o n I go i s , 

so h e r e we a r e a t t h e p h y s i c i a n ' s o f f i c e o r a t 

t h e ER o r a t CYS, and we've g o t a c h i l d t w e l v e 

y e a r s o l d who's p r e g n a n t . We have e v i d e n c e 

t h a t s e x u a l c o n t a c t o c c u r r e d . I know o f no 

o t h e r way f o r p r e g n a n c y t o o c c u r i n a t w e l v e -

y e a r - o l d c h i l d o t h e r t h a n s e x u a l c o n t a c t , t h e 

same w i t h s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s . So, 

a g a i n , m a n dated r e p o r t i n g , f o l l o w i n g t h r o u g h . 

REPRESENTATI VE SEI P: W e l l , I g u e s s 

we c a n b o t h a g r e e t h a t t h a t ' s a s i t u a t i o n f o r 

C h i l d L i n e o r c h i l d r e n and y o u t h . 
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DR. EVANS-RHODES: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE SEI P: A l l r i g h t . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank you f o r y o u r comments, 

Dr. R h o d e s . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

T r u e . 

REPRESENTATI VE TRUE: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

J u s t -- I t h i nk s ome o f us have 

t i p - t o e d a r o u n d t h i s somewhat. I ' v e b e e n 

l i s t e n i n g p a t i e n t l y , and I j u s t want t o l a y 

ou t s o m e t h i n g . You were t a l k i n g a b o u t 

mandated r e p o r t e r s as someone who's b e e n v e r y 

i n v o l v e d i n t h e c h i l d a b u s e i s s u e s f o r many 

y e a r s . And i f you d o n ' t have k n o w l e d g e o f 

t h i s , p l e a s e s p e a k t o t h a t . I was k i n d o f 

s a v i n g up f o r o u r d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y , b u t I ' d 

j u s t l i k e t o e n t e r i t h e r e . 

The f o l k s i n a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s t h a t 

p e r f o r m a b o r t i o n s on a t w e l v e - o r t h i r t e e n -

y e a r s - o l d g i r l , t h e y ' r e a m a n d a t e d r e p o r t e r ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: You know, I c a n ' t 

spe ak t o t h a t k now l e d g e a b l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE TRUE: O k a y . I t h i n k 
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t h e r e m i g h t be a q u e s t i o n a b o u t t h a t . One o f 

my c o n c e r n s , and t r y i n g v e r y h a r d , you know, 

n o t t o g e t i n t o t h e w h o l e e m o t i o n a l i s s u e o f 

a b o r t i on, i n my book, i f a p a r e n t o r a 

g u a r d i an o r w h o e v e r b r i n g s a g i r l -- a y o u n g 

g i r l i n t o an a b o r t i o n c l i n i c and t h e y d o n ' t 

ask h e r how o l d she i s o r w h a t e v e r b u t 

p e r f o r m s an a b o r t i o n on a t w e l v e - o r t h i r t e e n -

y e a r - o l d g i r l , t h a t ' s a b s o l u t e l y c h i l d a b u s e 

i n my book b e c a u s e s h e ' s p r e g n a n t i n t h e f i r s t 

p l a c e . 

And i n my way o f l o o k i n g a t i t , why 

w o u l d t h e y n o t r e p o r t . She had some s o r t o f 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h somebody, o b v i o u s l y . And I 

t h i n k t h e h e a r t o f a l o t o f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , 

I w o u l d hope, w o u l d be t o g e t t o j u s t t h a t . 

B e c a u s e r e g a r d l e s s o f how you f e e l a b o u t t h e 

a b o r t i o n i s s u e , a t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d g i r l c o m i n g 

i n p r e g n a n t and h a v i n g an a b o r t i o n p e r f o r m e d 

on h e r , she has b e e n a b u s e d . No q u e s t i o n . 

T h i r t e e n , f o u r t e e n , i n my b o o k . B u t I know we 

c a n g e t i n t o d e t a i l s on a g e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

t h a t ' s a b u s e . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: B u t , once a g a i n , 

we c a n e v e n t a k e a b o r t i o n i s s u e o u t o f i t . 
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S i m p l y t h e f a c t t h a t a c h i l d o f t h a t age, 

p r e g n a n t , a c c o r d i n g t o o u r l a w s i n t h e s t a t e 

o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h a t i s a b u s e . 

REPRESENTATI VE TRUE: And I 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . And I t h a n k y o u . 

And, j u s t f o r t h e r e c o r d , t h o u g h , I 

t h i n k t h e f o l k s t h a t work i n t h a t -- i n t h e 

c l i n i c s n e e d t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t . You know, I 

know i t ' s a t o u g h p l a c e t o go, b u t 

n e v e r t h e l e s s -¬

DR. EVANS-RHODES: I w o u l d n o t 

d i s a g r e e . 

REPRESENTATI VE TRUE: -¬

r e p o r t i n g s h o u l d be made. 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank y o u , ma'am. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u . 

Any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s ? 

J o s h . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

J u s t t o R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T r u e ' s 

q u e s t i on, I j u s t -- I b e l i e v e I know t h e 

an s w e r -- and p e r h a p s c o u n s e l can c h e c k and 

g e t b a c k t o us on t h a t t o c o n f i r m -- t h e T i t l e 
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X f a m i l y p l a n n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s , l i k e t h o s e 

t h a t I b e l i e v e you were r e f e r r i n g t o , a r e 

r e q u i r e d t o meet s t a t e r e p o r t i n g 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . And my u n d e r s t a n d i n g f u r t h e r 

was, we have e i g h t y - s i x o f them h e r e i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and e a c h was deemed t o be i n 

c o u l d c o m p l i a n c e w i t h s t a t e r e p o r t i n g 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

Now, t h a t ' s t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t was 

s h a r e d w i t h me, and I ' d be happy t o l e a v e t h a t 

open t o c o u n s e l t o come b a c k and r e p o r t t o us 

on t h i s . T h a t ' s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 

s i t u a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATI VE TRUE: O k a y . 

M r . C h a i r m a n , may I be r e c o g n i z e d ? 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Y e s . S u r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE TRUE: Thank y o u . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S h a p i r o , I g u e s s p a r t 

o f t h e p r o b l e m i s , and we a l l have f o l k s t h a t 

come i n t o o u r o f f i c e s and so f o r t h , b u t t h e r e 

i s a c o n c e r n t h a t p e r h a p s t h e y mi g h t n o t b e . 

How you g e t a t t h a t , I w i s h I had t h e s o l u t i o n 

t o , you know. J u s t t h a t t h a t r e p o r t i n g i s 

done, b u t t h e r e ' s a g r e a t d e a l o f c o n c e r n . 

We have -- I h e a r a l o t a b o u t a 
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f a c i l i t y i n Y o r k , f o r i n s t a n c e , a n e i g h b o r i n g 

c o u n t y . And I j u s t -- b u t I a p p r e c i a t e t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n , and p e r h a p s t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g -¬

i t s t i l l i s a b u s e , I mean, b e c a u s e t h e r e h a s 

been a male i n t h a t l i t t l e g i r l ' s l i f e t h a t 

n e e d s t o have some s e r i o u s harm done t o h i m . 

E x c u s e me . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: 

M r . C h a i r m a n , j u s t t o f o l l o w u p . 

And, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T r u e , I 'm n o t 

q u i b b l i n g w i t h y o u r u n d e r l y i n g a s s e r t i o n a t 

a l l . 

And I t h i n k , M r . C h a i r m a n , i f we can 

g e t t o t h e b o t t o m t h i s , t h a t ' s a f u n d a m e n t a l 

q u e s t i o n t h a t I t h i n k R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T r u e and 

I w o u l d a g r e e n e e d s t o be a n s w e r e d . So i f 

t h e r e ' s a way t h a t we c a n g e t t o t h e h e a r t o f 

t h a t r e p o r t i n g , w h e t h e r t h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g i n 

t h o s e e i g h t y - s i x i n s t i t u t i o n s , I t h i n k t h a t 

c o u l d h e l p i n f o r m t h e c o m m i t t e e q u i t e a b i t . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Y e s , I a g r e e 

wi t h y o u . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e L e n t z . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: May I comment? 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: S u r e . Go 
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a h e a d . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: I'm a numbers 

p e r s o n . Numbers d o n ' t l i e . A g a i n , t h e 

numbers d o n ' t add u p . C l e a r l y , t h e r e a r e 

c a s e s t h a t a r e g o i n g u n r e p o r t e d . M a n d a t e d 

r e p o r t e r s a r e n ' t r e p o r t i n g . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: J u s t a q u i c k 

f o l l o w - u p on t h a t p o i n t . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T r u e 

r a i s e d an i n t e r e s t i n g i s s u e as t o w h e t h e r o r 

n o t p e r s o n n e l t h a t work i n a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s 

a r e c o v e r e d by t h e m a n d a t o r y r e p o r t i n g l a w . 

And as I u n d e r s t o o d t h e e a r l i e r t e s t i m o n y , 

y o u r s and t h e e a r l i e r g e n t l e m a n ' s t e s t i m o n y , 

t h e p o i n t o f r e q u i r i n g p r o o f o f age was t h a t 

somehow h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s were a v o i d i n g t h e 

r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t by s o r t o f b e i n g 

w i l l f u l l y b l i n d t o t h e age o f t h e p a t i e n t ; 

c o r r e c t ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: C o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: U n d e r s t o o d 

f r o m M r . McMonagle t h a t t h a t i s a p r a c t i c e i n 

a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s ; r i g h t ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: A g a i n , a b o r t i o n 

c l i n i c s , n o t my a r e a o f e x p e r t i s e . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: O k a y . So i s 
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i t y o u r t e s t i m o n y t h a t t h e r e ' s a w i d e s p r e a d 

p r a c t i c e i n h o s p i t a l s and d o c t o r s ' o f f i c e s t o 

n o t a s c e r t a i n t h e age o f t h e p a t i e n t i n o r d e r 

t o a v o i d r e p o r t i n g s o m e t h i n g ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: I t i s c e r t a i n l y a 

p r a c t i c e . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: Can you t e l l 

me a s i n g l e h o s p i t a l i n t h e commonwealth o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a where a young woman w o u l d be 

a d m i t t e d f o r t r e a t m e n t w i t h o u t h e r age, i n 

f a c t , h e r d a t e o f b i r t h b e i n g r e c o r d e d as p a r t 

o f t h e p r o c e s s ? 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: You know, I c a n ' t 

p o i n t my f i n g e r a t a s p e c i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n . 

What we know i s , a g a i n , t h e numbers d o n ' t 

l i e . We've g o t g i r l s u n d e r age, p r e g n a n t . 

We've g o t g i r l s u n d e r age w i t h s e x u a l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s . A g a i n , by d e f i n i t i o n , 

s e x u a l c o n t a c t has o c c u r r e d . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: R i g h t . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: The number o f 

t h o s e t h a t ' s o c c u r r i n g i n t h e s t a t e d o e s n o t 

matc h t h e number o f r e p o r t s . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: So t h a t ' s a 

math p r o b l e m . B u t what we have h e r e i s a 
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s t a t u t e t h a t r e q u i r e s d o c t o r s and a l l 

h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s t o o b t a i n p r o o f o f a g e . 

And I 'm u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t we're p a s s i n g t h i s 

l a w -- we're b e i n g a s k e d t o p a s s t h i s l a w 

s p e c i f i c a l l y b e c a u s e o f t h e p r a c t i c e by 

h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s o f n o t g e t t i n g t h e age o f 

a p a t i e n t . 

And I want t o know, w h e r e ' s t h a t 

h a p p e n i n g ? B e c a u s e I 'm n o t f a m i l i a r -- I 

d o n ' t t h i n k a n y b o d y i n t h i s room has e v e r 

t a k e n a c h i l d t o a h o s p i t a l w i t h o u t one o f t h e 

f i r s t t h i n g s you do, you f i l l o u t a p i e c e o f 

p a p e r and t e l l them what t h e i r age i s . So I ' d 

l i k e t o know where t h i s i s o c c u r r i n g t h a t we 

h ave t o p a s s a l a w t o remedy i t . 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: W e l l , t h a t ' s a l s o 

you -- you s p o k e o f y o u , y o u r s e l f , t a k i n g a 

c h i l d i n t o t h e h o s p i t a l and d o i n g t h a t . We're 

n o t t a l k i n g a b o u t a s i t u a t i o n , f o r e x a m p l e , 

where a y o u n g g i r l shows up u n a c c o m p a n i e d o r 

where a y o u n g g i r l shows up w i t h a f r i e n d t h a t 

s a y s , Y e a h , my f r i e n d ' s s u c h and s u c h an a g e . 

A l l we're d o i n g i s a s k i n g t h a t t h e y d o c u m e n t . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: A g a i n , 

u n a c c o m p a n i e d o r n o t , I d o n ' t -- I 'm n o t aware 
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of any h o s p i t a l that takes anybody and t r e a t s 
them without a s c e r t a i n i n g your b a s i c 
b i o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g your age. 
I t ' s u s u a l l y one of the f i r s t t h ings you're 
asked, i f your seeking treatment. 

DR. EVANS-RHODES: Very w e l l , t h e n . 

We're asking that we make i t a po i n t that they 
are r e q u i r e d to document i t , so we've got that 
paper t r a i l . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you, 

Doctor. 
DR. EVANS-RHODES: For r e a l t h i s 

time? 
CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: I th i n k s o. 

Thank you. 

Bruce. 
Our next t e s t i f i e r w i l l be Bruce 

Castor, former d i s t r i c t attorney i n Montgomery 
County, and gentleman I worked f o r f o r s e v e r a l 
years as DA with t h i s committee. 

MR. CASTOR: Nice to see you, 
Mr. Chairman. I was going to say good 
morning, but good afternoon to you and the 
com mit tee . 

As the chairman s a i d , my name i s 
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B r u c e C a s t o r , and I c u r r e n t l y s e r v e as a 

commis s i o n e r i n Montgomery C o u n t y . I am a 

l awyer by p r o f e s s i on and have a b e e n member o f 

t h e b a r o f P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r t w e n t y - f o u r 

y e a r s . 

From 1 985 u n t i l 20 08, I s e r v e d i n t h e 

Montgomery C o u n t y D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y ' s o f f i c e , 

and was d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y f r o m 20 00 t o 200 8. 

I am a p a s t p r e s i d e n t o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y ' s A s s o c i a t i o n and s e r v e d on 

t h e supreme c o u r t j u v e n i l e r u l e s c o m m i t t e e , 

w h i ch a u t h o r e d t h e r u l e s o f j u v e n i l e c o u r t . I 

c u r r e n t l y s e r v e on t h e s e n a t e s e l e c t 

c o m m i t t e e , s t u d y i n g s o - c a l l e d w r o n g f u l 

c o n v i c t i o n s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o my g o v e r n m e n t a l r u l e , 

I am a p a r t n e r i n t h e B l u e B e l l - b a s e d l a w f i r m 

o f E l l i o t t , G r e e n l e a f . 

Today I s p e a k t o a p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t 

o f House B i l l 9 2 8 . I t ' s my v i e w t h a t t h e 

p e r s o n e l e c t e d by t h e p e o p l e o f t h e s e v e r a l 

c o u n t i e s t o make c r i m i n a l c h a r g i n g d e c i s i o n , 

t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y s , n e e d t o be g i v e n 

i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e c r i m e o f 

s t a t u t o r y r a p e when s u c h e v i d e n c e comes i n t o 
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t h e h ands o f h e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s . 

S t a t i s t i c s I have s e e n c o m p i l e d by 

v a r i o u s s t a t e a g e n c i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e O f f i c e 

o f A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l , f o r e x a m p l e , l i s t 

abo r t i o ns pe r f o rme d o n yo ung wo me n who a r e age 

t h i r t e e n o r y o u n g e r . T h i s l i s t i s c o m p i l e d by 

c o u n t y , b u t a c h e c k w i t h c o u n t y o f f i c i a l s t o 

a s c e r t a i n w h e t h e r a c o r r e s p o n d i n g p r o s e c u t i o n 

f o r s t a t u t o r y r a p e was c o n s i d e r e d r e v e a l e d no 

s u c h c o n n e c t i o n . 

I n o t h e r w o r d s , a b o r t i o n p r o v i d e r s 

r e p o r t e d p e r f o r m i n g a b o r t i o n s on y o u n g g i r l s , 

t h e r e i s a p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t t h e s e y o u n g g i r l s 

w ere v i c t i m s o f s t a t u t o r y r a p e , s i n c e g i r l s 

u n d e r age t h i r t e e n a r e deemed i n c a p a b l e o f 

c o n s e n t i n g t o s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e . B u t l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t o f f i c i a l s were r o u t i n e l y n o t 

n o t i f i e d o f t h e s e i n c i d e n t s . 

S i m i l a r l y , h e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l 

a r e s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d upon t o t r e a t y o u n g g i r l s 

f o r s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s . Where t h e 

g i r l i s u n d e r t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f age, she 

p o t e n t i a l l y has b e e n t h e v i c t i m o f a s e x u a l 

o f f e n s e , e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e d i s e a s e she has 

c o n t r a c t e d c o u l d o n l y have b e e n as r e s u l t o f 
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s e x u a l c o n d u c t . The c h i l d i s t r e a t e d , b u t , 

a g a i n , l a w e n f o r c e m e n t i s o f t e n n o t n o t i f i e d . 

I am c o n c e r n e d t h a t a b o r t i o n 

p r o v i d e r s and h e a l t h c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r s a r e n o t 

m a k i ng a s u f f i c i e n t e f f o r t t o l e a r n t h e age o f 

t h e p a t i e n t i n o r d e r t o s k i r t e x i s t i n g 

r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . House B i l l 928 w o u l d 

s e e k t o remedy t h i s s i t u a t i o n by i n s i s t i n g 

t h a t t h e p r o v i d e r s o f t h e s e s e r v i c e s t a k e 

a c t i v e m e a s u r e s t o l e a r n t h e age o f t h e 

p a t i e n t . I n t u r n , l e a r n i n g t h e age o f t h e 

p a t i e n t w o u l d l e a d t o a d e f i n i t i v e 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n on t h e q u e s t i o n on w h e t h e r 

r e p o r t i n g i s r e q u i r e d . 

I am s e n s i t i v e t o v i c t i m s and t h e i r 

f a m i l y ' s p r i v a c y . I am aware t h a t o f t e n 

v i c t i m s o f s e x u a l a b u s e , and e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 

o f t e n d e r age, w o u l d r a t h e r p u t t h e a b u s e 

b e h i n d them t h e n r e l i v e t h e e x p e r i e n c e t h r o u g h 

t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m . 

I n Montgomery C o u n t y , we have a w e l l 

d e v e l o p e d c h i l d a d v o c a c y p r o g r a m t o a s s i s t 

w i t h t h e s e i s s u e s . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e 

p r o s e c u t o r s t h e r e d e c i d e on a c a s e - b y - c a s e 

b a s i s w h e t h e r t o p u s h f o r p r o s e c u t i o n , p a y i n g 
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c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e w i s h e s o f t h e v i c t i m 

and t h e v i c t i m ' s f a m i l y . 

The p o i n t h e r e i s t h a t t h e d i s t r i c t 

a t t o r n e y , p e r s o n e l e c t e d t o make c h a r g i n g 

d e c i s i o n s , i s t h e one m a k i n g t h e c a l l on t h e 

c r i m i n a l a c t i o n , n o t t h e t r e a t i n g d o c t o r , t h e 

v i c t i m , o r t h e v i c t i m ' s f a m i l y . The r e a s o n 

f o r t h i s i s o b v i o u s . The d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y 

has t o b a l a n c e t h e n e e d s o f t h e v i c t i m a g a i n s t 

t h e d a n g e r t h a t a p e r p e t r a t o r m i g h t a t t a c k 

a n o t h e r c h i l d i f t h e p e r p e t r a t o r ' s n o t 

p u n i s h e d . 

Whi l e t h e p r o s e c u t o r i s k e e n l y aware 

o f t h e f e e l i n g s a n d s e n s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e 

v i c t i m , he o r she r e p r e s e n t s t h e Commonwealth 

as a w h o l e and must be p r i m a r i l y c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h p r o t e c t i n g s o c i e t y a t l a r g e . 

I , t h e r e f o r e , s u p p o r t House B i l l 928 , 

e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e p o r t i o n s w h i c h p r o v i d e d f o r 

m a n d a t o r y r e p o r t i n g o f s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d 

d i s e a s e s and a b o r t i o n s p e r f o r m e d on g i r l s 

t h i r t e e n y e a r s o l d o r y o u n g e r . By d e f i n i t i o n , 

i n most i n s t a n c e s , t h e s e g i r l s a r e v i c t i m s o f 

c r i m e , and t h u s e v i d e n c e o f t h e i r 

v i c t i m i z a t i o n n e e d s t o be b r o u g h t t o t h e 
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a t t e n t i o n of law enforcement f o r appropriate 
a c t i o n . Prosecutors must act with d i s c r e t i o n 
to balance the need of the v i c t i m with the 
danger posed to s o c i e t y by having an offender 
go unpuni s hed. 

I support r e q u i r i n g those who t r e a t 
these underaged g i r l s f o r STDs or ab o r t i o n s 
having to take a f f i r m a t i v e steps to l e a r n the 
age of the c h i l d to t r i g g e r the r e p o r t i n g 
requirement or n o t . 

F i n a l l y, I want to thank the 
committee f o r p e r m i t t i n g me to t e s t i f y and 
t a k i n g up t h i s important p u b l i c i s s u e . 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you, 
s i r . 

Q u e s t i o n s . 

REPRESENTATIVE LENTZ: Good morning. 

In the testimony that we are going to 
hear from an a d d i t i o n a l witness, they make 
reference to the f a c t that Pennsylvania 
already has a s t a t u t e i n place that r e q u i r e s 
the rape k i t , the use of the rape k i t . You're 
f a m i l i a r with t h a t , o b v i o u s l y , as a 
p r o s e c u t o r . 
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MR. CASTOR: R i g h t . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: W o u l d you 

a g r e e t h a t i n most r a p e c a s e s , t h e r a p e k i t i s 

t h e s o u r c e o f -- t h e p h y s i c a l i d e n t i f y i n g 

e v i d e n c e , i n o t h e r w o r d s , c a p t u r i n g o f sperm 

o r DNA o r w h a t e v e r u s u a l l y comes i n t h e r a p e 

k i t . I s t h a t r i g h t ? I s t h a t a f a i r 

s t a t e m e n t ? 

MR. CASTOR: When s u c h e v i d e n c e i s 

a v a i l a b l e t o be r e c o v e r e d , t h a t ' s how you g e t 

i t . The -- u n f o r t u n a t e l y , I w o u l d s a y t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f t h e p r o s e c u t i o n s t h a t I 'm f a m i l i a r 

w i t h and t h a t I c o n d u c t e d m y s e l f , r a p e k i t was 

o f l i m i t e d v a l u e . S ometimes t h e r e ' s s o m e t h i n g 

t h e r e and mo s t t i m e s t h e r e ' s n o t . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: B u t when t h e r e 

i s , i t u s u a l l y comes f r o m t h e r a p e k i t . 

MR. CASTOR: A g r e e d . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: And t h i s l a w 

r e q u i r e s d o c t o r s t o g a t h e r DNA e v i d e n c e f r o m 

n ewborn c h i l d r e n i f t h e y a r e b o r n t o a c h i l d , 

u n d e r t h i s s t a t u t e , o r f r o m f e t u s e s , i f t h e r e 

was an a b o r t i o n p e r f o r m e d . A r e you f a m i l i a r 

w i t h t h a t s e c t i o n o f t h e s t a t u t e ? 

MR. CASTOR: I r e a d t h a t s e c t i o n o f 
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t h e s t a t u t e . T h a t ' s n o t t h e p o r t i o n t h a t I 

was p r i m a r i l y t e s t i f y i n g on, b u t I r e a d t h a t . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: Do you s u p p o r t 

t h a t s e c t i o n ? 

MR. CASTOR: I h e a r d what t h e m a j o r 

s a i d , and I am f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 

i n t h e f o r e n s i c l a b o r a t o r i e s a n d s t a f f i n g a n d 

p e r s o n n e l and e x p e n s e . I wonder i f t h e r e 

c o u l d be a c o m p r o m i s e s t r u c k b e t w e e n t h e n e e d s 

o f t h e s t a t e p o l i c e and t h e i r s t a f f i n g i s s u e s 

and t h e n e e d s t o p r e s e r v e e v i d e n c e . 

I mean, as I h e a r d t h e m a j o r 

t e s t i f y i n g -- o b v i o u s l y I d i d n o t know what he 

w o u l d sa y u n t i l I was h e r e i n t h e room -- I 

was s t r u c k w i t h t h e n o t i o n t h a t p e r h a p s i t 

m i g h t be a good i d e a i f t h e e v i d e n c e was 

p r e s e r v e d b u t n o t n e c e s s a r i l y t e s t e d u n t i l i t 

was n e e d e d . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: Have you e v e r 

p r o s e c u t e d a r a p e c a s e u s i n g f e t a l DNA 

e v i d e n c e ? 

MR. CASTOR: Me, p e r s o n a l l y , n o . I 

b e l i eve t h a t o u r o f f i ce h a s do ne t h a t when I 

was t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: You w o u l d 
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a g r e e 

MR. CASTOR: E x c e e d i n g l y r a r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: E x c e e d i n g l y 

r a r e . So f o r an e x c e e d i n g l y r a r e p r o s e c u t i o n , 

we're g o i n g t o g a t h e r DNA e v i d e n c e i n e v e r y 

c a s e where a c h i l d i s e i t h e r b o r n o r a b o r t e d 

t o a y o u n g v i c t im o f r a p e . T h a t ' s you -¬

t h a t ' s what t h i s s t a t u t e w o u l d d o . 

MR. CASTOR: Y e a h , b u t t h a t i s n ' t so 

b u r d e n s o m e , M r . L e n t z . The r a p e k i t --

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: What's n o t 

b u r d e n s o m e t o you o r I , i t may be b u r d e n s o m e 

t o t h e m e d i c a l p r o v i d e r s o r t h e i n f a n t c h i l d 

t h a t ' s h a v i n g i t s DNA g a t h e r e d . M i g h t be 

b u r d e n s o m e t o t h e m . 

MR. CASTOR: I f i t ' s t e s t e d . I mean, 

you t a l k a b o u t r a p e - k i t a n a l y s i s . I mean, 

t h e y do c o m b i n g s , t h e y do s w a b s , t h e y do b l o o d 

t e s t s . They do a l l o f t h e s e t h i n g s . I t goes 

i n t o a p r e s e r v e d b a g and t h e n i n t o a n o t h e r 

b a g , and t h e n i t i s h e l d i n c a s e i t i s 

n e e d e d . T h i s w o u l d be one more s t e p i n t h a t 

p r o c e s s . 

Where i t becomes burdensome i s you go 

i n and t e s t a l l o f i t . 
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REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: R i g h t . And 

you a g r e e , a g a i n , i t ' s e x c e e d i n g l y r a r e . 

Now, t h e c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e l a w t h a t 

has been r e f e r e n c e d a l r e a d y , P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s 

c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s l a w r e q u i r e s 

h e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s t o i m m e d i a t e l y 

c o n t a c t t h e s t a t e ' s C h i l d L i n e when t h e y have a 

r e a s o n a b l e c a u s e t o s u s p e c t t h a t a c h i l d has 

been r a p e d , and t h a t r e p o r t i s t h e r e a f t e r 

i m m e d i a t e l y r e f e r r e d by C h i l d L i n e t o t h e 

a p p r o p r i a t e c o u n t y c h i l d r e n and y o u t h a g e n c y . 

Do you a g r e e t h a t ' s t h e l a w t o d a y i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 

MR. CASTOR: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: And w o u l d you 

a l s o a g r e e t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e c a s e s t h a t 

a r e p r o s e c u t e d i n t h i s s t a t e a r e -- o f c h i l d 

s e x u a l ab use a r e c ase s t h a t a r e r e f e r r e d 

t h r o u g h t h a t s y s t e m ? 

MR. CASTOR: N o , a b s o l u t e l y n o t . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: W o u l d you s a y 

t h a t i t ' s common i n c h i l d s e x u a l a b u s e c a s e s 

f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l c h i l d t o w a l k i n t o t h e 

p o l i c e s t a t i o n and r e p o r t h a v i n g been r a p e d ? 

MR. CASTOR: No. The most common way 
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i s a c h i l d t e l l s a parent who then r e p o r t s i t 

to the po l i c e. 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: So they t e l l a 

p a r e n t . But the idea of a c h i l d going to the 

pol i c e and s a y i ng, I 'm the v i c t i m of sexual 

abuse, t h a t ' s almost unheard o f ; i s that 

r i g h t ? 

MR. CASTOR: Yes. I mean, most 

people, most c h i l d r e n wouldn't know how to 
f i n d the p o l i c e s t a t i o n . I mean, t h e y ' l l t e l l 
t h e i r t e a c h e r . T h e y ' l l t e l l t h e i r p a r e n t s . 
T h e y ' l l t e l l an adult that they t r u s t . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: W e l l , there's 
been a l o t of reference to P h i l a d e l p h i a 

today. I sn't there a p o l i c e o f f i c e r i n j u s t 

about every school i n P h i l a d e l p h i a on duty? 

MR. CASTOR: I th i n k I can honestly 

say I have never been i n a school i n 
Phi l a d e l p h i a 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: I f you're 
going to support t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , you might 
want to v i s i t . 

MR. CASTOR: I'm not the DA anymore, 

e i t h e r . 
REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: So i f , i n t h i s 
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case, we're now e s s e n t i a l l y making the doctor 

the e q u i v a l e n t of the p o l i c e so you know that 

word gets out among the y o u t h f u l p o p u l a t i o n 

and they w i l l know s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s becomes 

law that i f you t e l l a doctor that you have a 

s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d disease the doctor has to 

c a l l the p o l i c e ; r i g h t ? 

MR. CASTOR: I t h i n k that t h a t ' s the 

way the law i s now. 
REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: We l l , the law 

doesn't r e q u i r e them to c a l l the p o l i c e . The 
law r e q u i res them to c a l l c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e 
s e r v i c e s . There's a d i f f e r e n c e between c h i l d 
p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s and the p o l i c e ; you would 
agree? 

MR. CASTOR: Yes. 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: So i t w i l l 
q u i c k l y become apparent that i f you go to the 
doctor and you have a s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d 
disease or your pregnant, the next t h i n g 
you're going to see i s a guy with a c l i p b o a r d 
and a uniform or a badge; r i g h t ? 

MR. CASTOR: I don't know that I can 
draw that c o n c l u s i o n . I t h i n k the c o n c l u s i o n 
that I would draw i s that the law r e q u i r e s 
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r e p o r t i n g of the treatment of a s e x u a l l y 
t r a n s m i t t e d disease to a government agency, 
and that a government agency then i s l i k e l y to 
report i t to law enforcement. So the same 
r i s k that your question suggests regarding 
against i s already p r e s e n t . 

REPRESENTATIVE LENTZ: You would 
agree that i f a c h i l d has a se r i o u s disease, 
i n which a l l of these diseases are s e r i o u s , 
some more se r i o u s and some are t h r e a t e n i n g to 
the h e a l t h of the c h i l d and others, but the 
f i r s t p r i o r i t y i s treatment; c o r r e c t ? 

MR. CASTOR: The f i r s t p r i o r i t y f o r 
the i l l person? 

REPRESENTATIVE LENTZ: Yes. 

MR. CASTOR: Sure. 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: So treatment 
would be above the p r o s e c u t i o n and the order 
of things we want to get done f o r that c h i l d ; 
r i g h t ? 

MR. CASTOR: Yes. 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: And to the 
extent the p e r c e p t i o n that going to the doctor 
would lead immediately to contact with law 
enforcement would discourage a c h i l d from 
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g e t t i n g treatment, that would be a bad t h i n g . 
We could agree on t h a t ; r i g h t ? 

MR. CASTOR: I f , i n f a c t , the premise 
i s t r u e . I mean, we have a law that r e q u i r e s 
doctors to report gunshot wound v i c t i m , and 
people s t i l l walk i n t o h o s p i t a l s with gunshot 
i n them. 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: That's to 
avoid b l e e d i n g to death, u s u a l l y the r e s u l t of 
a gunshot. But you agree that i t ' s a rare 
occurrence f o r a c h i l d to go d i r e c t l y to law 
enforcement; r i g h t ? So i f the c h i l d t h i n k s 
going to the doctor i s the eq u i v a l e n t of going 
to law enforcement, that may discourage them 
from s eeking medical care, and that would be a 
bad t h i n g ; r i g h t ? 

MR. CASTOR: I th i n k i t i s bad t h i n g 

i f a c h i l d would not seek medical c a r e . I 

would not n e c e s s a r i l y connect the two. I 

thi n k that when a c h i l d presents at a doctor 

or a h o s p i t a l with a severe medical c o n d i t i o n , 

the c h i l d i s brought there by a parent or a 

c a r e g i v e r , and the f i r s t p r i o r i t y i s to t r e a t 

the i l l n e s s . 

I suppose i t i s p o s s i b l e that some 
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parent would p r e f e r t h e i r c h i l d to continue to 
go d o w n h i l l and p o t e n t i a l l y die from a disease 
r a t h e r than take the r i s k that i t might be 
reported to the p o l i c e , but t h a t ' s seems so 
f a n c i f u l as to be u n l i k e l y to be worthy of 
your c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE LENTZ: Well, i f the 
parent was the r a p i s t , that may make sense, 
but a l s o I 'm t a l k i n g about the c h i l d ' s 
d e c i s i o n , not -- without t h e i r parents, which 
i n many of these cases the c h i l d ' s d e c i s i o n 
whether or not they want to get t r e a t e d f o r an 
i l l n e s s that they may not know has long-term 
impacts on them, such as l e a d i n g to 
i n f e r t i l i t y , et c e t e r a . 

MR. CASTOR: Well, I --

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: I j u s t have 
one l a s t q u e s t i o n . 

MR. CASTOR: Mr. Lentz, I have to 

stop you t h e r e . Probably, when I was i n the 
DA's o f f i c e , c o n s e r v a t i v e l y two hundred 
thousand cases went through there when I was 
there, and perhaps a hundred f i f t y of them -¬
thousand of them while I was i n the 
sup e r v i s o r y c o n d i t i o n . I cannot r e c o l l e c t a 
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s i n g l e case where a c h i l d e l e c t e d not to 
re c e i v e medical care from a se r i o u s disease or 
i l l n e s s . 

REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: Okay. Well 

that -- t h i s law wasn't i n e f f e c t d u r i n g that 
time p e r i o d , r i g h t , so we don't know that that 
impact would be f e l t . 

But j u s t one l a s t q u e s t i o n . I n the 
pen a l t y s e c t i o n of the b i l l -- and you're now 
a lawyer i n c i v i l p r a c t i c e , so you probably 
have c l i e n t s that t h i s would impact, so I'm 
i n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g your opinion on i t . 

In the c i v i l remedy s e c t i o n , i t says 
that a doctor or the person that they work 
f o r , so l e t ' s use C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l as an 
example. I f a doctor were to f a i l to comply 
with t h i s s t a t u t e , and then the c h i l d v i c t i m 
were raped again by the same predator, so say 
we have a s i t u a t i o n where a young woman i s 
being raped by a s t e p f a t h e r , and f o r some 
reason the doctor or the nurse at C h i l d r e n ' s 
H o s p i t a l f a i l s to comply with t h i s s t a t u t e , 
she r e t u r n s home and i s raped again by her 
s t e p f a t h e r . C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l would be 
c i v i l l y l i a b l e f o r both compensatory and 
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p u n i t i v e damages f o r the f a c t that she had 
been rape a second t i m e . Do you support that 
p r o v i s i o n of that s t a t u t e ? 

MR. CASTOR: Yes. 
REPRESENTATI VE LENTZ: Okay. Thank 

you . 
CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: J o s h . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 
And thank you, Commissioner, f o r your 

testimony today. 

I want to p i c k up on some of the 
areas of q u e s t i o n i n g that Representative Lentz 
issu e d and a l s o some of the questions that I 
had e a r l i e r f o r Mr. McMonagle. I want to so r t 
of come back to where I began. Page three, 
l i n e twenty-one of the u n d e r l y i n g l e g i s l a t i o n 
-- and I ' l l read i t to you i f you don't have 
i t i n f r o n t of you -- t a l k s about how t h i s 
w i l l g r e a t l y strengthen the Commonwealth's 
a b i l i t y to p r o t e c t c h i l d r e n under t h i r t e e n 
years of age against c h i l d r a p i s t s and other 
sexual p r e d a t o r s . 

And t h a t ' s i n l i n e , seemingly 
c o n s i s t e n t with your testimony that says, I'm 
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c o n c e r n e d t h a t a b o r t i o n p r o v i d e r s and 

h e a l t h c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r s n o t m a k i n g s u f f i c i e n t 

e f f o r t s t o l e a r n t h e age t h e p a t i e n t i n o r d e r 

t o s k i r t t h e e x i s t i n g r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

S u g g e s t i n g i n y o u r t e s t i m o n y and i n t h e 

u n d e r l y i n g b i l l t h a t somehow t h e c u r r e n t 

s y s t e m i s n o t w o r k i n g ; t h a t i s , p h y s i c i a n s a r e 

n o t r e p o r t i n g . 

And so I r e a l l y want t o come b a c k t o 

where I e n d e d my q u e s t i o n b e f o r e , and a s k y o u , 

What i s b r o k e n ? A g a i n , I c a n r e c a l l y o u r 

p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e s . I c a n r e c a l l y o u r 

s t a t e m e n t s b a c k home t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e g r e a t 

c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n o u r h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s 

i n Montgomery C o u n t y , o u r l a w e n f o r c e m e n t , o u r 

p h y s i c i a n s , o u r m e d i c a l p r o v i d e r s . I n f a c t , 

t h a t was one o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n s f o r t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f M i s s i o n K i d s , o f t h e -- o f 

t h e v a r i o u s p r o g r a m s we have b a c k i n 

Montgomery C o u n t y . 

So i t seems t o me t h a t , as d i s t r i c t 

a t t o r n e y , you were a l m o s t b r a g g i n g a b o u t how 

w e l l t h e s y s t e m was w o r k i n g . And now, t o d a y , 

y o u ' r e s i t t i n g b e f o r e us s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t i s 

b r o k e n , n o t w o r k i n g , and t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n i s 
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t h e a n s w e r t o t h a t . 

So I was w o n d e r i n g i f you c o u l d j u s t 

h e l p me u n d e r s t a n d t h a t s o r t o f s e e m i n g 

d i c h o t o m y b e t w e e n t h e two s t a t e m e n t s t h a t 

y o u ' v e made o v e r t i m e . 

MR. CASTOR: When I w o u l d a n n o u n c e a 

p r o s e c u t i o n , I w o u l d c e r t a i n l y have s t a t e d 

t h a t p a r t i c u l a r a g e n c i e s c o o p e r a t e d w e l l w i t h 

e a c h o t h e r i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r c a s e . I c a n n o t 

r e c a l l e v e r s a y i n g t h a t t h a t a l w a y s was t h e 

c a s e . 

The way t h i s i s s u e came t o my 

a t t e n t i o n was when I was g i v e n s t a t i s t i c s by 

c o u n t y o f a b o r t i o n s p e r f o r m e d on g i r l s , I 

b e l i e v e i t was u n d e r t w e l v e , b u t I'm n o t s u r e 

a b o u t t h a t . And i t w o u l d have a l i s t o f t h e 

c o u n t y on t h e one s i d e and t h e n i t w o u l d have 

a l i s t on t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e number 

p e r f o r m e d . The a g e n c y t h a t p e r f o r m e d t h e 

a b o r t i o n was a p p a r e n t l y r e q u i r e d t o s e n d 

s t a t i s t i c s t o some s t a t e a g e n c y by age o f t h e 

p e r s o n t h a t was h a v i n g t h e a b o r t i o n . They 

were some y e a r s o u t o f d a t e , so I w o u l d g e t 

them maybe t h r e e , f o u r y e a r s a f t e r t h e f a c t . 

And e v e n i n a c o u n t y as l a r g e as 
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Montgomery, i t i s s t i l l a r e l a t i v e l y r a r e 

t h i n g t o have a t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d g i r l p r e g n a n t 

and a p r o s e c u t i o n as a r e s u l t o f i t . As a 

m a t t e r o f f a c t , I w o u l d v e n t u r e t o s a y t h a t 

t h e r e w o u l d be none t h a t o c c u r r e d i n t h e y e a r s 

t h a t I was e i t h e r f i r s t a s s i s t a n t o r d i s t r i c t 

a t t o r n e y , t h a t I w o u l d n o t know o f 

i n d i v i d u a l l y . B e c a u s e i t i s r e l a t i v e l y -¬

r e l a t i v e l y r a r e , and i t i s a s e r i o u s o f f e n s e 

and a m a t t e r o f g r e a t p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . 

So whe n I se e, i n t h e co lumn f o r 

Montgomery, f o u r , f i v e , s i x , w h a t e v e r i t was, 

and I know t h a t t h e r e ' s o n l y been one o r two 

p r o s e c u t i o n s , and I know t h a t t h e d i s t r i c t 

a t t o r n e y ' s o f f i c e w o u l d i n d i v i d u a l l y r e v i e w 

p o s s i b l e c a s e s f o r p r o s e c u t i o n , and I know 

t h a t we d i d n ' t r e v i e w t h a t many, I know t h a t 

s o m e t h i n g ' s n o t a d d i n g u p . 

So t h e qu e s t i o n yo u a ske d e a r l i e r 

a b o u t what a s p e c t o f i t i s b r o k e n , t h o s e two 

t h i n g s s h o u l d -- t h e r e s h o u l d be a -- a 

c o n n e c t i o n . B e c a u s e o f my p o s i t i o n w i t h t h e 

d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y ' s a s s o c i a t i o n , I t h e n p i c k e d 

up a t e l e p h o n e and c a l l e d my c o u n t e r p a r t s i n 

o t h e r c o u n t i e s where t h e y h a d a few o f t h e s e . 
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Did you do any prosecutions as a r e s u l t of 
t h i s ? The answer was i n v a r i a b l y , Not that 

ma n y . 

So that lead me to t h i n k that there's 
some -- there's no c o r r e l a t i o n between the 
number of, i n t h i s case, a b o r t i o n s performed 
and the number of cases that were submitted to 
law enforcement f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
p r o s e c u t i o n . And I t h i n k that the l e g i s l a t i o n 
i s designed to t r y to a s s i s t i n matching those 
two t h i n g s up. 

Obviously, there are p l e n t y of times 
when the prosecutor would e l e c t not to go 
forward with a case f o r a host of reasons: 
The p e r p e t r a t o r i s -- d i f f i c u l t to a s c e r t a i n 
who the p e r p e t r a t o r i s , the c h i l d i s of such 
tender years that he or she can't t e s t i f y , i t 
would be too traumatic and burdensome f o r the 
f a m i l y to r e l i v e i t . A l l of these t h i n g s are 
components of whether the prosecutor would 
e x e r c i se d i s c r e t i o n to go forward or n o t . 

What I 'm saying i s , I t h i n k the 
prosecutor ought to be put i n a p o s i t i o n where 
he or she can decide whether to go forward or 
n o t . 
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REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: R i g h t . I 

t o t a l l y u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . And I want t o make 

s u r e t h a t o u r p r o s e c u t o r s have t h e t o o l s 

a v a i l a b l e t o go a f t e r t h e s e r a p i s t s . 

I t h i n k I have t h e c h a r t t h a t y o u ' r e 

r e f e r r i n g t o h e r e , w h i c h i s e n t i t l e d I n d u c e d 

A b o r t i o n s P e r f o r m e d i n P e n n s y l v a n i a F e m a l e s 

T w e l v e and U n d e r . I t l i s t s t h e c o u n t i e s . And 

2005 i s t h e l a s t y e a r l i s t e d , w h i c h c o r r e l a t e 

w i t h y o u r t e s t i m o n y t h a t i t was a few y e a r s 

o l d . 

I t s a y s t h e r e were s i x i n a l l 

c o u n t i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , f i v e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a 

and one i n F r a n k l i n C o u n t y . D o e s n ' t show t h a t 

t h e r e were any i n Montgomery C o u n t y . S o , I 

g u e s s t h i s i s what y o u ' r e s o r t o f h a n g i n g y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y on? 

MR. CASTOR: P r o b a b l y t h e one b e f o r e 

t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: 2004 t h e r e 

were a l s o s i x . Don't see -¬

MR. CASTOR: I'm t r y i n g t o remember 

how l o n g ago i t was t h i s came t o my a t t e n t i o n , 

b u t I w o u l d s a y t h a t i t was f o u r o r f i v e y e a r s 

a g o , a n y w a y . 

84 



REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: O k a y . W e l l , 

t h e r e ' s no e v i d e n c e , a t l e a s t on t h i s c h a r t , 

o f t h a t e v e r o c c u r r i ng i n Montgomery C o u n t y . 

S o , e v e n i f you go b a s e d on t h i s , y o u ' r e s o r t 

o f h a n g i n g y o u r s u p p o r t on t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n 

b a s e d on s i x i n c i d e n t s h e r e i n '0 5 , one i n 

F r a n k l i n , f i ve i n P h i l l y , p i c k any a r e a you 

w a n t , where we do o r d o n ' t know w h e t h e r o r n o t 

p r o s e c u t o r s e v e n g o t i n v o l v e d i n t h e s e c a s e s . 

I g u e s s t h a t ' s what I 'm s o r t o f 

g e t t i n g a t h e r e . We're -- I t h i n k we s h o u l d 

be v e r y c a r e f u l when we t r y and l e g i s l a t e t h e 

b e h a v i o r of p h y s i c i a n s when t h e r e i s no 

e v i d e n c e t o s u g g e s t t h a t t h e p h y s i c i a n s a r e n ' t 

a c t i n g i n a way t h a t i s h e l p i n g t h e 

p r o s e c u t o r s a l r e a d y go a f t e r t h o s e who 

p e r p e t u a t e an o b v i o u s h e i n o u s c r i m e . 

And p u t t i n g y o u r f o r m e r h a t b a c k on 

as t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y I'm j u s t a s k i n g , When 

d i d t h a t h a p p e n ? No one h e r e t o d a y has 

t e s t i f i e d i n a way t o show me any e v i d e n c e t o 

s u g g e s t t h a t t h i s i s a p r o b l e m t h a t t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l a d d r e s s . T h a t ' s what I 'm 

g e t t i n g a t . 

I t h i n k many of us c a n a g r e e on t h e 
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u n d e r l y i n g -- p a r t s of the u n d e r l y i n g premise 
here. But no one, i n c l u d i n g y o u r s e l f , seems 
to be p r o v i d i n g any evidence to suggest that 
the p h y s i c i a n s , healthcare p r o v i d e r s aren't 
doing t h i s a l r e a d y . Indeed, we are going to 
hear testimony i n a few moments from a d o c t o r , 
Dr. P l e t c h e r , and we have a l e t t e r from CHOP, 
t a l k i n g about the h i p p o c r a t i c oath that 
p h y s i c i a n s have to t a k e , t a l k i n g about t h e i r 
e t h i c a l and l e g a l duty to contact c h i l d 
p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s or l e g a l law enforcement. 
I 'm j u s t asking you, when i s t h i s not 
happening? 

MR. CASTOR: I'm t e l l i n g you, that 
based -- other than what I t o l d you concerning 
charts that I 've seen, I don't know. And i t 
may be that you're p u t t i n g your f i n g e r on 
something that needs to be i n v e s t i g a t e d 
f u r t h e r . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: Good. And I 
hope that we w i l l . 

Now, you focused your testimony, and 
I appreciate t h i s , on l e a r n i n g the age. That 
was -- I t h i n k you agree that was f o r the crux 
of your testimony. There i s a key part of 

86 



t h i s on page e i g h t . I d i r e c t your a t t e n t i o n 
to t h a t . Page eig h t of the u n d e r l y i n g 
l e g i s l a t i o n , l i n e twenty-one, t a l k i n g about 
d e l i v e r y of a baby. 

I w i l l read i t , i n case you don't 
have i t i n f r o n t of you: A p h y s i c i a n who 
d e l i v e r s or supervises the d e l i v e r y of a baby 
conceived by a c h i l d s h a l l c o l l e c t or provide 
f o r the c o l l e c t i o n of a sample of DNA s u i t a b l e 
f o r t e s t i n g from the baby i n accordance with 
the i n s t r u c t i o n s of the st a t e p o l i c e . 

How does that help a s c e r t a i n the age 
of those i n v o l v e d i n t h i s p o s s i b l e rape? 

MR. CASTOR: I t h i n k that t h i s 
p o r t i o n i s designed to t r y to preserve 
p h y s i c a l evidence that would be of value i n a 
pro s e c u t i o n and not connected with the age of 
the v i c t i m . 

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: Not 
connected. 

MR. CASTOR: I t h i n k i t i s n o t . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: I t h i n k i t ' s 
not as w e l l , but I j u s t wanted to see i f your 
read was d i f f e r e n t than mine. 

MR. CASTOR: I t h i n k that that -- I 
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t h i n k that the evidence c o l l e c t i o n p o r t i o n of 

the b i l l was designed to enhance the 

p r o s e c u t i o n , i f there i s one. 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: Would you 

agree that mandatory evidence c o l l e c t i o n l i k e 

t h i s i s somewhat c o n t r o v e r s i a l ? 

MR. CASTOR: You t a l k i n g about a 

career p r o s e c u t o r . I t h i n k we should be 

c o l l e c t i n g as much evidence as p o s s i b l e to win 

cases. 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: You don't 
t h i n k t h i s v i o l a t e s the Fourth Amendment? 

MR. CASTOR: I don't t h i n k s o, no. I 
don't t h i n k i t v i o l a t e s the Fourth Amendment 
becaus e I don't t h i n k i t i s s t a t e a c t i o n . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: I know a 
number of st a t e mandatory c o l l e c t i o n laws have 
already been challenged i n the c o u r t s , 
suggesting they v i o l a t e the Fourth Amendment. 
And one of the things that we found, and 
perhaps you're not aware of t h i s -- I ' l l be 
happy to inform you, and then maybe you can 
o f f e r your opinion on i t -- i s that those 
mandatory c o l l e c t i o n s have been found i n 
v i o l a t i o n of the Fourth Amendment, u n l e s s , 
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unless the i n d i v i d u a l that they were 
c o l l e c t i n g i t from was c o n v i c t e d of a crime or 
a person accused or a r r e s t e d of a cr i m e . 

I'm assuming you would agree that the 
baby here i s not a c r i m i n a l . The baby here 
was not accused of a crime; i s that c o r r e c t ? 

MR. CASTOR: I agree that the baby i s 
not accused of a cr i m e . The p o r t i o n that you 
read i s f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of evidence f o r 
fut u r e t e s t i n g . The -- the -- the baby w i l l 
s t i l l e x i s t , i f i t i s a v i a b l e baby, and the 
evidence w i l l s t i l l be t h e r e . So i t r e a l l y -¬
i t can't be any Fourth Amendment v i o l a t i o n 
because you can always go and get i t l a t e r . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: I'm not sure 
the courts would agree with you on the 
p o t e n t i a l v i o l a t i o n there of the Fourth 
Amendment. 

But I would j u s t come back to your 
o r i g i n a l purpose f o r being here today and 
supporting t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n on the grounds 
that i t w i l l help us get at the age. When 
you've a l s o acknowledged that the c o l l e c t i o n 
of DNA i s p r e s e r v i n g p o t e n t i a l evidence has 
nothing to do with the age. And I would 
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a r g u e , and I t h i n k t h e c o u r t s w o u l d , i n many 

c a s e s , u p h o l d t h i s , i t ' s a l s o a v i o l a t i o n o f 

F o u r t h Amendment. 

MR. CASTOR: I t a b s o l u t e l y i s n o t a 

v i o l a t i o n o f t h e F o u r t h Amendment. The -- i f 

y o u ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t a v i a b l e b a b y , a n o t h e r 

human b e i n g , you do n o t have a F o u r t h 

Amendment i n t e r e s t i n someone e l s e ' s DNA. So 

t h e a n s w e r i s , i t c a n n e v e r be a v i o l a t i o n o f 

t h e F o u r t h Amendment, u n l e s s , o f c o u r s e , i t ' s 

t h e b a b y t h a t ' s b e i n g p r o s e c u t e d . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: A g a i n , 

m a n d a t o r y DNA c o l l e c t i o n b i l l s l i k e t h i s have 

b e e n c h a l l e n g e d s u c c e s s f u l l y i n o t h e r s t a t e s 

where t h e i n d i v i d u a l t h e y a r e c o l l e c t i n g i t 

f r o m i s n o t a c r i m i n a l o r a r r e s t e d i n a 

c r i m e . They have n o t b e e n shown t o be 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . So -¬

MR. CASTOR: W e l l , you and I c a n 

a r g u e a b o u t t h a t , b u t I'm t e l l i n g y o u , i n t h e 

c o u r t s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , you c a n n o t have a 

F o u r t h Amendment s t a n d i n g i n someone e l s e ' s 

DNA. I have t r i e d DNA c a s e s , many o f t h e m , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e f i r s t one i n Montgomery C o u n t y . 

A famous c a s e , C a l e b F a i r l e y . Y o u ' r e p r o b a b l y 
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f ami l i a r wi t h i t . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: Was t h a t a 

m a n d a t o r y DNA c o l l e c t i o n c a s e ? 

MR. CASTOR: I t was b e f o r e we e v e n 

knew what DNA w a s . I t was one o f t h e f i r s t 

t i m e s we e v e r u s e d i t . 

The p o i n t i s , f o r c i n g someone t o g i v e 

t h e i r DNA t h a t t h e n c a n be u s e d t o i n c r i m i n a t e 

t h e m , t h e y have s t a n d i n g t o c h a l l e n g e t h e 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y o f how t h e DNA was 

c o l l e c t e d . You n e v e r have s t a n d i n g t o 

c h a l l e n g e how DNA's c o l l e c t e d f r o m someone 

e l s e . 

REPRESENTATI VE SHAPIRO: And I h e a r 

y o u r a r g u m e n t , I j u s t d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t 

p e r t a i n s when y o u ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t a m a n d a t o r y 

c o l l e c t i o n l a w l i k e t h e one t h a t i s b e i n g 

p r o p o s e d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , I h e a r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y . 

S o , I mean, i n sum, M r . C h a i r m a n , you 

know, I have y e t t o h e a r f r o m any o f t h o s e 

t e s t i f y i n g , t o -- i n c l u d i n g t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r 

h e r e , any e v i d e n c e t o d e m o n s t r a t e t o us how 

t h i s s y s t e m i s n ' t w o r k i n g , any e v i d e n c e t o 

s u g g e s t i t ' s b r o k e n , any e v i d e n c e i n t e r m s o f 
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how i t w o u l d be s t r e n g t h e n e d . 

I n d e e d , t h e u n d e r l y i n g l e g i s l a t i o n 

h e r e , t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r j u s t t e s t i f i e d , 

i n c l u d e s p r o v i s i o n s t h a t r e a l l y d o n ' t g e t a t 

t h e h e a r t o f what p r o s e c u t o r s n e e d , and t h a t 

i s t o o l s t o go a f t e r t h e s e c r i m i n a l s . 

I t h i n k -- w e l l , I ' l l r e s e r v e my two 

c e n t s f o r t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e w i t n e s s e s 

t o d a y . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

V e r e b and t h e n C o u n s e l A n d r i n g . 

REPRESENTATI VE VEREB: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , c o m m i s s i o n e r . 

B e e n s u s p i c i o u s l y q u i e t t h i s w h o l e 

h e a r i n g . And now h e a r i n g you t e s t i f y r e m i n d s 

me o f a phone c a l l t o you when y o u ' r e c h i e f o f 

t h e c r i m i n a l d i v i s i o n o n , I b e l i e v e , a 

S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n i n a r a p e c a s e t h a t t h e 

v i c t i m t o o k o v e r a month t o r e p o r t . A f a m i l y 

d i s p u t e a r o s e . Our p a t r o l g uys were c a l l e d 

o u t . I was c a l l e d i n , and i n p a n i c , c a l l e d 

y o u . And we d e a l t w i t h a l o t o f 

c i r c u m s t a n t i a l e v i d e n c e b e c a u s e o f t h e g i r l ' s 
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lack to report when there were no mandatories 
on anyone back the n . 

And you remember how p a i n s t a k i n g the 
case was, both c r i m i n a l l y and lack of evidence 
and a l l the procedures that are i n v o l v e d of 
dragging t h i s g i r l of t h i s age i n que s t i o n 
through -- through that p r o c e s s . 

So, pardon me, Mr. Chairman, i f I ' l l 
use that statement i n that p a r t i c u l a r case as 
one that says, you know, i s i t a p r o - l i f e , i s 
i t an a b o r t i o n i s s u e , i s i t a c l i n i c i s s u e ? I 
agree that Mr. McMonagle should not come here 
and s l i g h t a p a r t i c u l a r county without 
s t a t i s t i c a l f a c t s , nor should any witness come 
i n i n f r o n t of us unless they know that from 
t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e . 

But I a l s o r e f u t e and disagree with 
some of the bobbing heads of the audience and 
even some members of my colleagues here that 
say that rape v i c t i m s by v i a t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n 
w i l l f a i l to go get medical help of some 
ty p e . And a c o n d i t i o n that i s c o n s i s t e n t with 
rape or whether they t h i n k they've consented 
to i t or not consented to i t , by law, by 
s t a t u t e , at t h i s age, they can't consent to 
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i t . 

I don't j u s t don't see how t h i s 
prevents any f u r t h e r from what already 
happened, rape v i c t i m s or v i c t i m s of abuse, 
how t h i s prevents them from going to get 
treatment. We assume, and some w i l l assume 
that t h i s stops people from that treatment or 
from going to get that treatment. But, you 
know, i t ' s almost the same argument. I t's a 
reverse argument of mandatory r e p o r t i n g a l o s t 
or s t o l e n guns. We're g e t t i n g the same 
argument used f o r the opposite p o s i t i o n of 
we're mandating a r e p o r t . 

I agree with Representative Shapiro, 
he and I know and the h o s p i t a l s that we are 
very f ami l i ar wi t h , I can't even fathom a 
medical doctor l o o k i n g at a v i c t i m and not 
r e p o r t i n g i t . But there i s the p o s s i b i l i t y , I 
guess, that i t does happen. 

I look at the f a i l u r e s i n our medical 
system. I a l s o look at the f a i l u r e s i n our 
l e g a l system. And, you know, we get i n t o t h i s 
debate, and j u s t a moment ago, Commissioner, 
i s what i s the d i f f e r e n c e between t h i s and me 
being i n t e r r o g a t e d by a doctor when I was i n 
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f u l l u n i f o r m w i t h my d a u g h t e r i n P o t t s t o w n 

Hos p i t a l w i t h a b r o k e n n o s e , and she f e l l o f f 

t h e b ed, and I was b r o u g h t t h r o u g h t h e t h i r d 

d e g r e e b a c k i n t h e m i d - ' 9 0 s . 

What i s t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n c h i l d 

a b u s e and t h e m a n d a t o r i e s t h a t d o c t o r s 

c u r r e n t l y have t o r e p o r t i t v e r s u s t h i s ? 

MR. CASTOR: W e l l , my i m m e d i a t e 

t h o u g h t , M r . V e r e b , i s t h a t t h e d o c t o r must 

have known you p e r s o n a l l y . 

REPRESENTATIVE VEREB: F i r s t one i n 

a b o u t t e n y e a r s , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

MR. CASTOR: You know, i t ' s 

i n t e r e s t i n g you p o i n t t h a t s i t u a t i o n o u t . I 

remember when y o u r d a u g h t e r was i n j u r e d . A 

f a m i l y f r i e n d o f o u r s had a i n f a n t t h a t had a 

b r o k e n f e m u r , w h i c h i s a v e r y d i f f i c u l t bone 

t o b r e a k , and i t was a s p i r a l f r a c t u r e , w h i c h , 

as you know f r o m y o u r e x p e r i e n c e i n l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t , o f t e n t i m e s i s f r o m t w i s t i n g t h e 

b o n e . A h i g h l y i r r e g u l a r t y p e o f i n j u r y . 

And I g o t a p a n i c k e d c a l l f r o m t h a t 

c h i l d ' s m o t h e r , s a y i n g t h e y g o t t h e t h i r d -

d e g r e e , t o o , i n t h e h o s p i t a l a b o u t i t . And 

so -- my a n e c d o t a l e x p e r i e n c e i s , as i s y o u r s , 
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that you get a l o t of -- you get a l o t of 
i n t e r e s t from people at h o s p i t a l s when 
c h i l d r e n present with those s o r t s of 
i n j u r i e s . 

I t h i n k that the import of the 
l e g i s l a t i o n i s not to deal with the h o s p i t a l s 
that you and I and Representative Shapiro are 
f a m i l i ar with, but perhaps those medical 
p r o v i d e r s that are of l e s s e t h i c a l standings 
than we would hope they would have. 

REPRESENTATI VE VEREB: Well, we 
obvio u s l y heard the is s u e of the a b o r t i o n 
c l i n i c s , which -- you know, never had a 
p o s i t i o n to be i n one and don't know what 
c r i t e r i a there are, and I guess there's some 
more c r e d i b l e, m e d i c a l l y standing, than 
o t h e r s . 

Would you -- I mean, do you agree, I 
thi n k you can enter t h i s o p i n i o n , you 
c e r t a i n l y have had the experience, would you 
agree that a mandate on doctors or medical 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s or nurses, whoever the 
appropriate t i t l e s are, would you agree t h a t ' s 
going to deter more c h i l d r e n from r e p o r t i n g a 
rape, based on your experience? 
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MR. CASTOR: I w o u l d n ' t t h i n k s o . I 

t h i n k t h a t a c h i l d who i s t h e v i c t i m o f a 

c r i m e s u c h as a s e x u a l o f f e n s e who s c r e w s up 

t h e c o u r a g e t o go t e l l somebody a b o u t i t i s 

g o i n g t o do i t r e g a r d l e s s o f what t h e 

r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s a r e . 

I mean, we have -- we have v a r i o u s 

s t a t u t e s i n p l a c e where age i s a c r i t i c a l 

i s s u e . I mean, yo u have t o be t w e n t y - o n e t o 

d r i n k ; we r e q u i r e p r o o f t h a t y o u ' r e 21 . Y o u 

have t o be e i g h t e e n t o v o t e , and we r e q u i r e 

p r o o f t h a t y o u r e i g h t e e n . You have t o be 

s i x t e e n t o d r i v e ; we r e q u i r e p r o o f t h a t y o u ' r e 

s i x t e e n t o d r i v e . 

So i f t h i s body, i n i t s wisdom, i s 

g o i n g t o i m p o s e r e s t r i c t i o n s on age, i t w o u l d 

seem t o me t h a t be p r u d e n t t o r e q u i r e t h o s e on 

whom t h e r e s t r i c t i o n i s p l a c e a s c e r t a i n what 

t h e age i s . 

REPRESENTATIVE VEREB: T h a t ' s a l l my 

q u e s t i o n s f o r t h i s w i t n e s s , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

J u s t t o f o l l ow up on a c omment on 

t h a t -- y o u know, i l l e g a l a l i e n s w a l k i n t o ERs 

t h a t w e ' r e v e r y f a m i l i a r w i t h i n o u r a r ea 

e v e r y day and t h e y have no f e a r o f o u r f e d e r a l 
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law or our immigration laws, residency laws, 
to go i n and r e c e i v e free medical treatment. 
And I j u s t -- I hope as we proceed w i t h 
however t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n works out, that i f we 
are going to proceed n u m e r i c a l l y , I th i n k 
these numbers should be found. 

I f the acc u s a t i o n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a -¬
I have the gr e a t e s t respect -- I th i n k a l o t 
of us do -- f o r former d i s t r i c t a ttorney of 
Phi l a d e l p h i a , and I don't know much about the 
cur r e n t , but your i n c i t i n g a l o t of people not 
doing t h e i r j ob by that statement, and I t h i n k 
as we proceed, we should deal w i t h the f a c t s 
on a l l of these -- these agreements, but 
I t h i n k the former d i s t r i c t a ttorney, you 
know, has the gr e a t e s t experience i n our 
region as any other prosecutor down t h e r e . 
And I th i n k that t h a t ' s something that I'd 
l i k e to see o f f the t a b l e . I t ' s a qu e s t i o n of 
c r e d i b l e medical people doing t h e i r j ob versus 
the ones that t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , I t h i n k , 
f a i r l y t a r g e t s . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you. 
Counsel A n d r i n g . 
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MR. ANDRI NG: Yeah, j u s t b r i e f l y . An 
awful l o t of our co n v e r s a t i o n today seems to 
revolve around matters that s t r i k e me as being 
w e l l s e t t l e d law c u r r e n t l y . I f a twelve-year-
o l d g i r l walked i n t o a p h y s i c i a n ' s o f f i c e and 
she's pregnant or she has a s e x u a l l y 
t r a n s m i t t e d disease, I don't t h i n k there i s 
any q u e s t i o n t h a t , under current law, there i s 
a reasonable s u s p i c i o n that c h i l d abuse has 
occurred to i n i t i a t e the e n t i r e r e p o r t i n g 
system, I th i n k that requirement i s c l e a r 
under current law and would be k i c k e d i n . 

Under current law, the p h y s i c i a n 
would then be r e q u i r e d to report that 
suspected abuse to the county agency or the 
st a t e agency, which would r e - r e f e r i t back. 
And t h i s comes back to your s p e c i f i c comment 
that the d i s t r i c t attorney has to be the one 
making charging d e c i s i o n , which again i s the 
way our system i s set up r i g h t now and the way 
i t ' s s upposed to work. 

So my que s t i o n goes as to whether you 
have any experience or comment on the extent 
to that step of the process where abuse -- the 
suspected abuse i s reported to the 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s , but then i f you're 
going to become i n v o l v e d , they have to take 
the step of b r i n g i n g you i n t o the p r o c e s s . 

Do you th i n k that i s the p o t e n t i a l 
breakdown i n what we're l o o k i n g at here? And 
what i s your experience with the e f f i c a c y of 
that f u n c t i o n ? 

MR. CASTOR: I f your qu e s t i o n i s , i s 
that a p o t e n t i a l breakdown? The answer has to 
be y es. Whether i t ' s , i n f a c t , a breakdown, I 
cannot say. 

I can say that I've seen p l e n t y of 
cases that came to us because of a c h i l d 
r e p o r t i n g to a parent or a teacher or school 
nurse or somebody l i k e t h a t , and then we f i n d 
out p r e v i o u s l y that the c h i l d had sought 
treatment from a p h y s i c i a n . Now, that doesn't 
mean that the p h y s i c i a n didn't report i t to 
the r i g h t p l a c e . I t maybe hasn't reached 
around the law enforcement y e t . We don't wait 
f o r i t , we j u s t go ahead. 

So i s there a p o t e n t i a l breakdown 
between r e p o r t i n g to the s o c i a l s e r v i c e agency 
and then the s o c i a l s e r v i c e agency to law 
enforcement? Yes, but I don't know how we 
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would prove t h a t . 

MR. ANDRI NG: I s p e c i f i c a l l y asked 
t h a t , because I th i n k i t was about three or 
four years ago the P h i l a d e l p h i a D i s t r i c t 
Attorney's o f f i c e a c t u a l l y proposed a law. We 
had a hearing on i t , and maybe that would have 
set up an e n t i r e l y separate and d i s t i n c t 
mandatory r e p o r t i n g system where p r o v i d e r s 
would be r e q u i r e d to report both to the 
e x i s t i ng s y s t e m a n d t o l o c a l l a w e nf o r c e me nt 
o f f i c i a l s , be i t p o l i c e or the d i s t r i c t 
a t t o r n e y . 

And they i n d i c a t e d back at that time 
that there was -- again t h i s was the 
Phi l a d e l p h i a DA's o f f i c e , not the DA's 
a s s o c i a t i o n -- but they i n d i c a t e d that they 
f e l t there was a problem i n that process of 
g e t t i n g the i n f o r m a t i o n from the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e agency t a k i n g the abuse 
co m p l a i n t , doing the i n i t i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n . I 
know of past v a r i o u s s t a t u t o r y p r o v i s i o n s 
t r y i n g to address that i s s u e , and, you know, 
make sure that that o c c u r s . And i n a l o t of 
c o u n t i e s , we have these committees set up that 
review these types of t h i n g s . 
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And I was j u s t w o n d e r i n g i f you had 

any more f e e l i n g s a b o u t t h a t p a r t o f t h e 

p r o c e s s . 

MR. CASTOR: I g u e s s t h e a n s w e r i s , I 

d o n ' t have any more f e e l i n g s a b o u t i t . I c a n 

see where t h e r e -- t h a t i s s ue c o u l d e x i s t . 

And I c a n see why P h i l a d e l p h i a w o u l d t h i n k 

t h a t t h a t ' s an a r e a t h a t n e e d s t o be 

a d d r e s s e d . B u t f r o m my e x p e r i e n c e , I d o n ' t 

know t h a t t o be t h e c a s e . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: A r e t h e r e any 

o t h e r q u e s t i o n s ? 

Thank y o u , B r u c e . 

MR. CASTOR: Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: W e ' l l n e x t 

h e a r f r o m D r . J o n a t h a n P. P l e t c h e r , C h i l d r e n ' s 

H o s p i t a l o f P i t t s b u r g h , and L o u r d e s M. R o s a d o , 

a s s o c i a t e d i r e c t o r , J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r . 

DR. PLETCHER: Good a f t e r n o o n , 

M r . C h a i r m a n and members o f t h e c o m m i t t e e . 

Thank you f o r h e a r i n g my t e s t i m o n y 

t o d a y r e g a r d i n g House B i l l 928. My name i s 

J o n a t h a n P l e t c h e r , and I 'm a p e d i a t r i c i a n 

who's d e v o t e d h i s c a r e e r t o u n d e r s t a n d i n g and 

a d d r e s s i n g t h e h e a l t h c a r e n e e d s o f 
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a d o l e s c e n t s . 

I t r u l y applaud the congressmen's 
e f f o r t s to p r o t e c t v u l n e r a b l e preteen c h i l d r e n 
from sexual v i c t i m i z a t i o n . In my testimony 
today, I hope to demonstrate that as 
healthcare p r o v i d e r s , we are w i l l i n g and able 
to work with t h i s l e g i s l a t i v e body and law 
enforcement to p r o t e c t c h i l d r e n and teenager 
from a d u l t s who wish to prey on the young f o r 
t h e i r own sexual g r a t i f i c a t i o n . 

However, I a l s o hope to e x p l a i n how 
t h i s b i l l , as proposed, would not serve t h i s 
purpose. Both the e f f e c t i v e n e s s and the 
e f f e c t of f o r c i n g healthcare p r o v i d e r s to 
p r i o r i t i z e the report of any and a l l cases of 
s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d disease or pregnancy i n 
c h i l d r e n under the age of t h i r t e e n , I b e l i e v e , 
would lead us away from the challenge of 
p r o t e c t i n g our c h i l d r e n . 

Please allow me to e x p l a i n my 
background and p e r s p e c t i v e . I grew up i n what 
was then a semi r u r a l suburb of P i t t s b u r g h . I 
was r a i s e d by a school teacher and p r i n c i p a l . 
So I learned e a r l y that p r o t e c t i n g c h i l d r e n i s 
the c o l l e c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of parents and 
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p r o f e s s i o n a l s . My home away f r o m home has 

a l w a y s b e e n w i t h b o t h s e t s o f g r a n d p a r e n t s , 

who a r e l i f e - l o n g r e s i d e n t s o f I n d i a n Head i n 

F a y e t t e C o u n t y and G r e e n s b o r o , G r e e n e C o u n t y . 

I g r a d u a t e d f r o m U n i v e r s i t y o f 

P i t t s b u r g h ' s S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e and I r e c e i v e d 

m e d i c a l t r a i n i n g i n g e n e r a l p e d i a t r i c s and 

a d o l e s c e n t m e d i c i n e a t t h e C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l 

o f P h i l a d e l p h i a , s t a r t i n g i n 1994. I w o r k e d 

t h e r e as an a t t e n d i n g p h y s i c i a n u n t i l 2006, 

and h e l p e d t o b u i l d a c o m p r e h e n s i v e a d o l e s c e n t 

h e a l t h c e n t e r t h a t p r i m a r i l y s e r v e d y o u t h i n 

Wes t P h i l a d e l p h i a and s u r r o u n d i n g s u b u r b s . 

An o p p o r t u n i t y t o c r e a t e a new 

a d o l e s c e n t h e a l t h c e n t e r l e d me t o work a t 

L e h i g h V a l l e y H o s p i t a l i n A l l e n t o w n . Once 

t h a t was e s t a b l i s h e d , f a m i l y n e e d s and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s l e d me t o my 

c u r r e n t p o s i t i o n and t h e a b i l i t y t o r e t u r n 

home, t o t h e C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l o f P i t t s b u r g h 

o f UPMC. 

H a v i n g l i v e d and w o r k e d t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e commonwealth, I 'm i n t i m a t e l y a c q u a i n t e d 

w i t h i t s d i v e r s i t y , and I have a p r o f o u n d 

r e s p e c t f o r t h e v a l u e s h e l d and t h e c h a l l e n g e s 
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faced by f a m i l i es who r a i s e c h i l d r e n i n urban, 
suburban and r u r a l communities. 

I am p r i m a r i l y a c l i n i c i a n , but I 've 
a l s o conducted research i n the areas of teen 
pregnancy, s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d disease, and 
h e a l t h r i s k b e h a v i o r s . 

Having l i v e d and worked i n these 
regions of the s t a t e while p r o v i d i n g care 
e x c l u s i v e to older c h i l d r e n and teens from a l l 
walks of l i f e , I b e l i e v e that I can o f f e r some 
uni que i n s i g h t i n t o what happens when a c h i l d 
under the age t h i r t e e n i s diagnosed with 
s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d disease or pregnancy. 
You can t r u s t that I have copious c l i n i c a l 
experience h e l p i n g c h i l d r e n and f a m i l i e s heal 
both p h y s i c a l l y and em o t i o n a l l y from these 
very traumatic e x p e r i e n c e s . 

My experience t e l l s me that i n v o l v i n g 
law enforcement can be very important, even 
c r u c i a l , element of p r o t e c t i n g the s a f e t y of 
the c h i l d . To t h i s end, I am f u l l y 
s u p p o r t i v e . 

But t h i s b i l l , as w r i t t e n , r a i s e s 
many concerns. As was mentioned, I've take 
the h i p p o c r a t i c oath to, f i r s t , do no harm, 
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and s e c o n d , t o p r o v i d e a i d and c a r e . My f i r s t 

d u t y ' s f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n and s a f e t y o f t h e 

c h i l d . T h i s r e q u i r e s and r e s t s on a s o u n d 

d o c t o r - p a t i e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p , w h i c h i n t h e s e 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s i s o f t e n a d o c t o r - f a m i l y 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

When we a d d r e s s t h e h e a l t h c a r e n e e d s 

o f v u l n e r a b l e y o u t h , e s t a b l i s h i n g a t r u s t i n g 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e p a t i e n t i s e s s e n t i a l t o 

h a v i n g open and h o n e s t d i s c u s s i o n s t h a t a i d i n 

e f f e c t i v e t r e a t m e n t . We a r e c a l l e d l e g a l l y 

and e t h i c a l l y t o c o n t a c t c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e 

s e r v i c e s o r l o c a l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t i f we 

s u s p e c t t h a t o u r p a t i e n t s have be s u b j e c t e d t o 

or a r e a t r i s k f o r a b u s e , n e g l e c t o r 

mal t r e a t m e n t . 

When m a k i n g t h e s e r e p o r t s , we t a k e 

i n t o a c c o u n t many f a c t o r s a b o u t t h e c h i l d and 

t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t , as P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s m a n d a t e d 

r e p o r t i n g l a w s a l l o w f o r some a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

our c l i n i c a l k n o w l e d g e and e x p e r i e n c e . 

B e c a u s e o f t h i s s m a l l d e g r e e o f f l e x i b i l i t y , 

r e p o r t i n g c a n be a c c o m p l i s h e d i n p a r t n e r s h i p 

w i t h f a m i l i e s and c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e a g e n c i e s . 

T h i s p r e s e r v e s and o f t e n s t r e n g t h e n s t h e 
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d o c t o r - f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p , as m a i n t a i n i n g 
c o n t i n u i t y of r e g u l a r healthcare i s an 
e s s e n t i a l component of h e a l i n g . 

A mandate that our f i r s t duty i s to 
contact the Attorney General's o f f i c e , the 
C h i l d Predator U n i t , based on s i n g l e piece of 
i n f o r m a t i o n would have an absolute c h i l l i n g 
e f f e c t on our a b i l i t y to work with f a m i l i e s 
and community c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e a g e n c i e s . 
Adolescents and t h e i r f a m i l i e s g e n e r a l l y 
expect that they can confide i n t i m a t e personal 
d e t a i l s to t h e i r h e althcare p r o v i d e r i n order 
to improve t h e i r h e a l t h . Even a p e r c e i v e d 
t h r e a t to t h i s d o c t o r - p a t i e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p 
could r e t u r n the r i s k that f a m i l i e s would not 
seek help or wi t h h o l d i n f o r m a t i o n that i s 
c r u c i a l to the care and p r o t e c t i o n of that 
c h i l d . This e f f e c t would not be l i m i t e d to 
c h i l d r e n under t h i r t e e n . 

While t h i s b i l l may be viewed as a 
way to a i d the v a l i a n t e f f o r t s of the C h i l d 
Predator U n i t , i t would s i g n i f i c a n t l y impede 
our a b i l i t y to provide optimal healthcare to 
i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s . 

These are my c o n c l u s i o n as a 
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h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r , b u t I hope t o p r o v i d e 

some m e d i c a l e v i d e n c e and o p i n i o n t h a t w i l l 

h e l p y o u , t h e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e -- members 

of t h e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e , draw y o u r own. I 

hope you u n d e r s t a n d i f I u s e some f r a n k 

t e r m i n o l o g y , and I a s s u r e you t h a t what I s a y 

i s i n t h e m a i n s t r e a m o f m e d i c a l d i s c o u r s e . 

F i r s t , a s i n g l e a c t o f p e n e t r a t i v e 

i n t e r c o u r s e i s n o t a g u a r a n t e e t h a t a c h i l d 

w i l l become p r e g n a n t o r a c q u i r e a s e x u a l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e . I n f a c t , most 

c h i l d r e n -- most f e m a l e c h i l d r e n age t w e l v e o r 

y o u n g e r a r e e i t h e r p r e m e n s t r u a l o r 

a n o v u l a t o r y , m e a n i n g t h a t t h e i r r e p r o d u c t i v e 

o r g a n s a r e t o o i m m a t u r e t o c o n c e i v e a 

p r e g n a n c y . 

S e c o n d , t h e t e r m " s e x u a l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e " i s a b r o a d c a t e g o r i z a t i o n 

o f v i r a l , b a c t e r i a l , and p a r a s i t i c p a t h o g e n s 

t h a t c a n be s p r e a d t h r o u g h s e x u a l c o n t a c t b u t 

may n o t e x c l u s i v e l y be t r a n s m i t t e d i n t h i s 

m a n n e r . F o r e x a m p l e , g e n i t a l h e r p e s and w a r t s 

a r e d i s e a s e s t h a t a r e t y p i c a l l y s p r e a d t h r o u g h 

s k i n - t o - s k i n c o n t a c t and n o t t h r o u g h 

p e n e t r a t i v e i n t e r c o u r s e . As s u c h , a c h i l d 
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w i t h a b e n i g n f l a t w a r d on t h e i r hand may, i n 

f a c t , t r a n s m i t t h e v i r u s t o t h e i r g e n i t a l 

a r e a . 

B a c t e r i a l p a t h o g e n s , t h e s e were 

d i s c u s s e d p r e v i o u s l y , s u c h as g o n o r r h e a and 

c h l a m y d i a , a r e -- t y p i c a l l y a r e s p r e a d t h r o u g h 

p e n e t r a t i v e i n t e r c o u r s e . When t h e s e b a c t e r i a 

i n f e c t t h e r e p r o d u c t i v e o r g a n s o f y o u n g e r 

t e e n s , t h e y r e q u i r e t r e a t m e n t t h a t must b e g i n 

i m m e d i a t e l y and c a n l a s t f o r w e e k s . A d e l a y 

i n i n i t i a t i n g t r e a t m e n t o r a c u r t a i l i n g o f 

t h a t t r e a t m e n t c a n r e s u l t i n c o m p l i c a t i o n s 

t h a t a r e n o t uncommon, s u c h as i n f e r t i l i t y , 

c h r o n i c p a i n , damage t o v i t a l o r g a n s and e v e n 

d e a t h . Of c o u r s e , t h i s i s n o t t o m e n t i o n t h e 

i m p a c t o f p r e g n a n c y o r STD on t h e p s y c h e o f a 

y o u n g c h i l d , r e q u i r i n g l o n g - t e r m c a r e t o 

p r e v e n t s e v e r e b e h a v i o r a l h e a l t h 

c o n s e q u e n c e s . 

From a p u b l i c h e a l t h p e r s p e c t i v e , 

many o f t h e s e p a t h o g e n s a r e more l i k e l y t o 

a f f e c t c e r t a i n s e g m e n t s o f o u r p o p u l a t i o n , 

s u c h as A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s who r e s i d e i n l a r g e 

c i t i e s and i n i n d i v i d u a l s o f l i m i t e d 

s o c i o e c o n o m i c m e a n s . 
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I want to deviate a l i t t l e b i t from 
my prepared testimony to answer the que s t i o n 
abo ut numbers , i f I may. Some numbers were 
presented e a r l i e r today and numbers were 
lumped t o g e t h e r . When you're l o o k i n g at 
p u b l i c h e a l t h s t a t i s t i c s and they give the 
number under the age of fourteen or under the 
age of f i f t e e n , you have to look at i t year by 
yea r . You can look at any p u b l i c h e a l t h 
department s t a t i s t i c s , you can look at 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as the K a i s e r Family 
Foundation i n the example of teen pregnancy, 
and you w i l l see there's a p r e c i p i t o u s drop¬
o f f i n the number of teen pregnancies as you 
move down the ladder of age. In f a c t , i f my 
memory serves me c o r r e c t , there are one-ninth 
the number of pregnancies that occur i n 
t h i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d s as do occur i n f o u r t e e n -
y e a r - o l d s . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , when you're l o o k i n g at 
numbers r e l a t e d to STD r e p o r t s , of course they 
don't add up. Somebody can re - a c q u i r e the 
same i n f e c t i o n . The same i n f e c t i o n can be 
reported more than one t i m e . So each 
i n d i v i d u a l r e port does not represent an 
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i n d i v i dual who has been i n f e c t e d . 

Let me j u s t say that i n my r o l e as 
p h y s i c i a n , i t i s of paramount importance that 
I maintain a non-judgmental, r e s p e c t f u l , and 
continuous r e l a t i o n s h i p with p a t i e n t s and 
f a m i l i e s who are a f f e c t e d by these unfortunate 
occurrences. I mpediments to the maintenance 
of t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p caused by m i s t r u s t or 
fear put the h e a l t h of some of our most 
vu l n e r a b l e c h i l d r e n at r i s k . 

I f there remains any doubt i n your 
minds about my s i n c e r i t y or my motives f o r 
speaking out against t h i s b i l l , please know 
t h i s . I 'm the f a t h e r of three c h i l d r e n , ages 
f i v e , nine, and e l e v e n . L i k e h o p e f u l l y a l l 
parents, there's not an hour that goes by that 
I'm not with them that I don't worry about 
t h e i r s a f e t y . I f i r m l y understand and applaud 
law enforcement, the Attorney General's C h i l d 
Predator U n i t , and others e f f o r t s and progress 
at p r o t e c t i n g a l l of our c h i l d r e n from 
p r e d a t o r s . 

I n f a c t , I am c u r r e n t l y working with 
the o f f i c e of the Attorney General towards 
t h i s g o a l , and I welcome f u t u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
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f o r c o n t i n u e d c o l l a b o r a t i o n . 

I c a n n o t e m p h a s i z e e nough t h a t b y 

f o r c i n g me t o be a b l u n t i n s t r u m e n t o f l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t , i t w o u l d g r e a t l y d i m i n i s h b y 

c a p a c i t y t o work w i t h f a m i l i e s t o w a r d s 

f u l f i l l i n g my f i r s t d u t y , w h i c h i s t o p r o v i d e 

f o r t h e c a r e o f my p a t i e n t . I w o r r y t h a t t h e 

r i p p l e e f f e c t o f t h i s l a w w o u l d l e a d many 

i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s away f r o m s e e k i n g 

h e l p f r o m h e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s . N o t o n l y 

w o u l d t h i s j e o p a r d i z e t h e h e a l t h and w e l l -

b e i ng o f i n j u r e d c h i l d r e n , i t c o u l d move a l l 

of us f u r t h e r f r o m t h e g o a l o f e l i m i n a t i n g t h e 

t h r e a t o f c h i l d p r e d a t o r s . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank y o u . 

B e f o r e we have q u e s t i o n s , i f you w o u l d l i k e t o 

t e s t i f y n e x t , Ms. R o s a d o . 

MS. ROSADO: Of c o u r s e . 

Thank you t o t h e c h a i r p e r s o n s and t o 

t h e e n t i r e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o sp e a k t o you t o d a y a b o u t House 

B i l l 928. 

My name i s L o u r d e s R o s a d o , and I'm 

t e s t i f y i n g on b e h a l f o f my o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e 
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J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r , t o e x p r e s s o u r c o n c e r n s 

a b o u t t h e b i l l . As I w i l l e x p l a i n i n more 

d e t a i l i n a moment, t h e J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r ' s 

p r i m a r y o b j e c t i o n t o House B i l l 9 28 i s t h a t i t 

adds a r e d u n d a n t a b u s e r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t 

t h a t d oes n o t e n h a n c e c h i l d r e n ' s s a f e t y b u t a t 

t h e same t i m e does r a i s e u n n e c e s s a r y b a r r i e r s 

t o t e e n a g e r s who se e k h e a l t h c a r e . F o r t h a t 

r e a s o n , J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r r e s p e c t f u l l y u r g e s 

members o f t h e c o m m i t t e e n o t t o s u p p o r t t h e 

b i l l . 

J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r was f o u n d e d i n 

1975, and we're t h e o l d e s t m u l t i - i s s u e p u b l i c 

i n t e r e s t l a w f i r m f o r c h i l d r e n i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . Our m i s s i o n i s t o a d v a n c e t h e r i g h t s 

and w e l l - b e i n g o f c h i l d r e n i n j e o p a r d y . W h i l e 

J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r has be e n i n t h e news as o f 

l a t e f o r -- p r i m a r i l y f o r o u r work on j u v e n i l e 

j u s t i c e i s s u e s i n Luz e r n e C o u n t y , we a l s o have 

a l ong h i s t o r y o f w o r k i n g on b e h a l f o f 

c h i l d r e n i n t h e c h i l d w e l f a r e s y s t e m . F o r 

e x a m p l e , we have r e p r e s e n t e d c h i l d r e n i n a b u s e 

and n e g l e c t s y s t e m -- ab u s e and n e g l e c t 

p r o c e e d i n g s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a f a m i l y c o u r t f o r 

t h e l a s t t h i r t y - f i v e y e a r s . 

113 



We r o u t i n e l y c o n d u c t t r a i n i n g f o r 

c h i l d - s e r v i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s , a w h o l e r a n g e of 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s -- h e a l t h c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r s , 

s o c i a l w o r k e r s , f a m i l y p l a n n i n g p r o v i d e r s , 

j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e s t a f f , and s c h o o l - b a s e d 

p r o f e s s i o n a l -- on t h e l e g a l r e p o r t i n g 

r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r c h i l d a b u s e and n e g l e c t i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

And o u r p u b l i c a t i o n C h i l d Abuse and 

t h e Law, w h i c h now i s i n i t s s e v e n t h e d i t i o n , 

i s t h e l e a d i n g c o m p r e h e n s i v e m a n u a l i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a a b u s e r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

I t ' s b e e n c i r c u l a t e d t o t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s of 

c h i l d - s e r v i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l , a t t o r n e y s , and 

j u d g e s s i n c e i t was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 1977. 

J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r has b e e n , i s , and w i l l 

a l w a y s be c o m m i t t e d t o p r o t e c t i n g c h i l d r e n 

f r o m a l l f o r m s of a b u s e i n t h e c o m m o n w e a l t h . 

HB 928 p u r p o r t s t o c r e a t e f u r t h e r 

p r o t e c t i o n s f o r c h i l d r e n u n d e r t h e age o f 

t h i r t e e n by m a n d a t i n g t h a t p h y s i c i a n s f o r g o 

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y and r e p o r t i n s t a n c e s of r a p e 

t o s t a t e a u t h o r i t i e s , b u t we a l r e a d y have a 

l a w t h a t d o es t h a t . 

U n d e r ou r p e n a l c o d e , a p e r s o n 
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c o m m i t s r a p e when he o r she s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e 

w i t h a c h i l d u n d e r t h e age o f t h i r t e e n , no 

m a t t e r what t h e p e r s o n ' s age o r r e l a t i o n s h i p 

t o t h a t c h i l d . P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s C h i l d 

P r o t e c t i v e S e r v i c e s Law r e q u i r e s h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s t o i m m e d i a t e l y c o n t a c t o u r 

s t a t e ' s C h i l d L i n e when t h e y have r e a s o n a b l e 

c a u s e t o s u s p e c t t h a t c h i l d has be e n r a p e d , 

and t h a t r e p o r t i s t h e r e a f t e r i m m e d i a t e l y 

r e f e r r e d by C h i l d L i n e t o a p p r o p r i a t e c h i l d -¬

c o u n t y c h i l d r e n and y o u t h a g e n c y . And t h e 

c h i l d r e n and y o u t h a g e n c y must t h e n n o t i f y l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t o f a r e p o r t t h a t a c h i l d ' s b e e n 

r a p e d . These l a w s a r e i n p l a c e . HB 9 2 8 ' s 

r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t r e p o r t e r s c a l l l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t d i r e c t l y w i t h t h e same r e p o r t d oes 

n o t augment c h i l d s a f e t y . 

And h e r e , f o r a moment, i f I may, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W a t e r s , I b e l i e v e , a s k e d a 

q u e s t i o n e a r l i e r a b o u t what -- what s a n c t i o n s 

were i n p l a c e i f a m a n d a t e d r e p o r t e r d oes n o t , 

i n f a c t , f u l f i l l t h e i r d u t y , and t h e r e a r e 

c r i m i n a l s a n c t i o n s i n p l a c e , u n d e r c u r r e n t 

l a w , f o r f a i l u r e t o r e p o r t . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Thank y o u . 
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MS. ROSADO: What House B i l l 928 does 

do i s im p o s e a d d i t i o n a l and what I t h i n k i s 

u n n e c e s s a r y c o n s t r a i n t on h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s t h a t w i l l d e t e r t e e n a g e r s f r o m 

s e e k i n g h e a l t h c a r e . As p a r e n t s , l a w m a k e r s 

and a d v o c a t e s , we a l l have an o v e r a r c h i n g 

i n t e r e s t i n e n c o u r a g i n g c h i l d r e n t o se e k 

h e a l t h c a r e f o r h i g h - r i s k m e d i c a l c o n d i t i o n s 

and d i s e a s e s . The l a s t t h i n g we want i s t o 

d i s c o u r a g e y o u t h f r o m g e t t i n g t r e a t e d , f o r 

e x a m p l e , f o r STDs b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e w o r r i e d 

a b o u t whom s u c h i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be s h a r e d 

w i t h . 

B e f o r e s t a t e s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y 

p r o v i d e d t h e s e c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y p r o t e c t i o n s , 

t e e n s a v o i d e d s e e i n g t h e i r d o c t o r s and 

d i s e a s e s s p r e a d , c h i l d r e n ' s i l l n e s s were 

e x a c e r b a t e d . 

Thus, o u r g e n e r a l a s s e m b l y , l i k e 

o t h e r g e n e r a l a s s e m b l i e s , w i s e l y c h o s e t o 

a l l o w m i n o r s t o c o n s e n t t o v a r i o u s t y p e s o f 

h e a l t h c a r e , r a n g i n g f r o m t e s t i n g and t r e a t m e n t 

o f STDs, t o t r e a t m e n t f o r s u b s t a n c e a b u s e 

p r o b l e m s , f r o m p r e n a t a l c a r e t o o u t p a t i e n t 

m e n t a l h e a l t h t h e r a p y . And t h a t ' s b a s e d on a 
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r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t -- how c r u c i a l h e a l t h c a r e 

a c c e s s i s t o e n s u r i n g t h e i r w e l l - b e i n g . 

The b i l l , h o w e v e r , w i l l f o r c e d o c t o r s 

t o c o l l e c t d o c u m e n t a t i o n f r o m t e e n a g e r s b e f o r e 

t h e y c a n p r o v i d e them w i t h t h e h e a l t h c a r e t o 

w h i c h t h e y c a n l e g a l l y c o n s e n t t o u n d e r o u r 

l aws . K n o w i ng t h a t t h e y have t o p r o d u c e 

p a p e r s when t h e y go t o an a p p o i n t m e n t w i l l 

k eep many y o u t h f r o m s e e k i n g h e a l t h c a r e . 

And what h a p p e n s when a t e e n a g e r 

p r e s e n t s a t a h e a l t h c a r e f a c i l i t y w i t h o u t 

p a p e r s and w a n t s t o g e t an HIV t e s t o r 

p r e n a t a l c a r e ? Do we r e a l l y want t h a t 

h e a l t h c a r e f a c i l i t y t o have t o t u r n t h a t m i n o r 

away? 

The b i l l i n c o r r e c t l y c l a i m s t h a t 

t h e r e ' s e v i d e n c e t h a t h e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s 

r o u t i n e l y c i r c u m v e n t t h e i r m a n d a t e d r e p o r t e r 

d u t y , b u t , a g a i n , t h e d a t a shows o t h e r w i s e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e DPW's r e p o r t , t h e i r a n n u a l 

r e p o r t , i n 2008, o v e r f o u r t h o u s a n d r e p o r t s o f 

s u s p e c t e d c h i l d and s t u d e n t a b u s e were 

s u b s t a n t i a t e d , and s e x u a l a b u s e c o n s i s t e d 

o f -- was i n v o l v e d i n a b o u t 52 p e r c e n t o f a l l 

of t h o s e s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 
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H e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s were t h e 

s o u r c e of 22 p e r c e n t o f a l l s u b s t a n t i a t e d 

r e p o r t s o f a b u s e r e c e i v e d t h a t y e a r . They 

were t h e s e c o n d l a r g e s t r e p o r t i n g body i n t h e 

commonwealth, b e h i n d o n l y s o c i a l s e r v i c e 

a g e n c i e s , w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e d t o 27 p e r c e n t o f 

t h o s e s u b s t a n t i a t e d r e p o r t s . 

The g e n e r a l a s s e m b l y commendably 

amended t h e CPSL i n 2 0 0 7 t o c l o s e c e r t a i n 

l o o p h o l e s i n t h e l a w , most n o t a b l y by 

m a n d a t i n g t h e r e p o r t o f a b u s e c o m m i t t e d by a l l 

p e r s o n s and n o t j u s t t h o s e t h a t f i t i n t o a 

d e f i n i t i o n o f who a p e r p e t r a t o r i s . 

J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r s u p p o r t s e f f o r t s 

t o c l o s e e x i s t i n g gaps i n o u r a b u s e r e p o r t i n g 

l a w s and t o s t r e a m l i n e t h e m . F o r e x a m p l e , we 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t S e n a t o r F o n t a n a i s p l a n n i n g t o 

i n t r o d u c e l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t w o u l d e s t a b l i s h t h e 

same t h r e s h o l d f o r t r i g g e r i n g a d u t y t o r e p o r t 

a b u s e by a s c h o o l e m p l o y e e t h a t c u r r e n t l y 

a p p l i e s t o e v e r y o n e e l s e . C u r r e n t l y , t h e r e i s 

no r e q u i r e m e n t t o r e p o r t i n t h a t i n s t a n c e , 

u n l e s s t h e a b u s e r i s e s t o s e r i o u s b o d i l y 

i n j u r y , w h i c h i s a much h i g h e r t h r e s h o l d t o 

t r i g g e r a r e p o r t . And w h i l e we h a v e n ' t s e e n 
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S e n a t o r F o n t a n a ' s b i l l and c a n ' t s p e c i f i c a l l y 

comment on i t , we e n c o u r a g e a t t e m p t s t o c r e a t e 

a u n i f i e d and c o h e r e n t s y s t e m o f ab u s e 

r e p o r t i n g and i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

We a l s o s u p p o r t more t r a i n i n g on t h e 

C h i l d P r o t e c t i v e S e r v i c e s Law, as i n b i l l s 

s u c h as S e n a t e B i l l 1137, w h i c h was i n t r o d u c e d 

by S e n a t o r V a n c e , w h i c h s p e c i f i c a l l y c a l l s f o r 

more t r a i n i n g o f s c h o o l p e r s o n n e l . Our 

r e s e a r c h , w r i t i n g , and t r a i n i n g i n t h i s a r e a 

t e l l s us t h a t i t ' s c h a l l e n g i n g f o r m a n d a t e d 

r e p o r t e r s t o l e a r n and u n d e r s t a n d 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e t -- y e t 

c o m p l e x s e t o f l a w s on a b u s e r e p o r t i n g . 

H e a l t h c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , o f t e n 

f a c e t h e d i f f i c u l t t a s k o f f i g u r i n g o u t when 

t h e i r d u t y t o p r o v i d e c o n f i d e n t i a l h e a l t h c a r e 

ends and t h e i r d u t y t o r e p o r t b e g i n s . 

What we r e a l l y n e e d i s t o b e t t e r 

e d u c a t e c h i l d - s e r v i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s on t h e i r 

o b l i g a t i o n . We s h o u l d a v o i d a d d i n g r e d u n d a n t 

la w p r o v i s i o n s t h a t w i l l o n l y make a c o m p l e x 

s e t o f l a w s more c o n f u s i n g w h i l e a l s o 

d e t e r r i n g y o u t h f r o m s e e k i n g h e a l t h c a r e . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , k e e p i n g o u r c h i l d r e n 
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out of -- c h i l d r e n out of harm's way i s an 
awesome and complicated r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . And 
we need many, many d i f f e r e n t t o o l s or 
techniques to accomplish t h i s . There i s no 
ques t i o n that one such powerful t o o l i s 
mandatory c h i l d abuse r e p o r t i n g . But another 
c r i t i c a l t o o l i s a l l o w i n g youth the 
oppo r t u n i t y to b u i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p s of t r u s t 
w ith healthcare p r a c t i t i o n e r s so they w i l l 
seek t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e when they're unsafe. 

Our job, and i t ' s not an easy one, i s 
to determine the r i g h t b a l a n c e . J u v e n i l e Law 
Center remains committed to a s s i s t i n g the 
general assembly i n t h i s t a s k . 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you. 

For the record, I want to mention 
that Pennsylvania Medical S o c i e t y , 
Pennsylvania C h i l d r e n and Youth 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , the American C i v i l L i b e r t i e s 
Union, and the C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l of 
P h i l a d e l p h i a have submitted testimony f o r the 
record, which w i l l be part of the o f f i c i a l 
r e c o r d . 

Questi ons from members? 
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Yes . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you f o r answering the que s t i o n 

that I was seeking an answer t o . 

MS. ROSADO: Thank you. You're 

welcome. 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Because to 
me, what t h i s -- a matter of b a s i c common 
sense that there was some mandatory 
requirements and consequences f o r not doing so 
already i n place and as I hear my colleagues 
argue about why do we need to have t h i s b i l l , 
and, of course, on the f l i p side of t h a t , we, 
as l e g i s l a t o r s , are always l o o k i n g f o r ways to 
enhance and b e t t e r p r o t e c t the c i t i z e n s of 
t h i s commonwealth. And, of course, we don't 
want to be redundant i n doing so. 

The -- the very f a c t that c e r t a i n 
p a r t s of the commonwealth appears to have 
l a r g e r numbers as opposed to the others -¬
P h i l a d e l p h i a , I see, has always been l i k e the 
highest number of cases, according to the 
chart that I saw i n terms of induced 
a b o r t i ons . And I don't know what the numbers 
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might be when i t comes down to s e x u a l l y 
t r a n s m i t t e d diseases, t o o . 

How could P h i l a d e l p h i a do a b e t t e r 
job, i n your o p i n i o n , to make sure that those 
numbers go down? I b e l i e v e i t was e i g h t -¬
the l a t e s t r e p o r t , as many, as high as eig h t 
abo r t i ons . I don't know what the numbers was 
i n terms of s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s . 
But how can P h i l a d e l p h i a do a b e t t e r j ob i n 
b r i ngi ng tho s e numbers down? 

MS. ROSADO: I th i n k t h a t ' s a great 
q u e s t i o n . I th i n k one of the keys i s 
t r a i n i n g . The law that we have, even though 
that we d i d have s u b s t a n t i a l r e v i s i o n s a few 
years ago and I th i n k are working on 
s t r e a m l i n i n g the laws, they're s t i l l f a i r l y 
complex to understand. And I th i n k we 
shouldn't assume that anyone knows them j ust 
because they are i n a c e r t a i n p r o f e s s i o n , as 
l i k e a s o c i a l s e r v i c e p r o v i d e r . I t h i n k we 
need to -- I th i n k l e g i s l a t i o n would be aimed 
at mandating more t r a i n i n g of c e r t a i n 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s would probably be very u s e f u l , 
so that they can get up to date on the current 
requirements of the law. 
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REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Not only 
t h a t , but I want to know how -- what 
l e g i s l a t i o n d i d you say that could be, maybe, 
h e l p f u l as a d e t e r r e n t to t h i s behavior? 
Because obv i o u s l y the mandatory r e p o r t i n g laws 
that we have haven't r e a l l y done as good as i t 
has i n other s i x t y - e i g h t -- or other s i x t y - s i x 
c o u n t i e s . We s t i l l have a higher number. And 
I 'm j us t t r y i ng to f i gure o ut how we can do 
s omethi ng to make that number go down. Not, I 
-- I'm more l i k e pro, when i t comes down to 
p r e v e n t i o n r a t h e r than r e a c t i o n . That's what 
I'm t r y i n g t o s ee. 

MS. ROSADO: I'm going to t u r n i t 
over to Dr. P l e t c h e r on that one. 

DR. PLETCHER: Representative Waters, 
I agree that i t i s about access to 
c o n f i d e n t i a l care, removing b a r r i e r s to 
p r e v e n t i v e c a r e . L e g i s l a t i v e l y , i f your 
question's s p e c i f i c a l l y about l e g i s l a t i v e l y , 
i s there something that can be done to improve 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r young c h i l d r e n to get i n the 
proper education e a r l y , when they need i t , and 
a l s o presented i n a way that shows them they 
have c h o i c e s . That they don't have to f o l l o w 
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the same path that maybe somebody e l s e d i d or 

somebody e l s e t e l l s them. 
REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Yes. 

DR. PLETCHER: I t i n v o l v e s exposure 

to r o l e models. I t i n v o l v e s improvements to 

the education system, the s o c i a l s e r v i c e 

system. So a b s o l u t e l y there's th i n g s that can 

be done that I b e l i e v e we can a l l work 

together to do to improve that number. 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: So something 

could be done, perhaps, i n the b a s i c 

e d u c a t i o n a l process that we have now that 

would be h e l p f u l ? 

DR. PLETCHER: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Would 

c h i l d r e n know how to b e t t e r p r o t e c t themselves 

from becoming v i c t i m s i n the f i r s t p l a c e ? 

DR. PLETCHER: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: And i f they 

f e e l , I don't know what you c a l l i t , 
endangered or suspect, because I don't 
p a r t i c u l a r l y know of any cases f i r s t h a n d , but 
I've seen enough or heard enough about cases 
of problems that -- with l e a d i n g up to a 
problems. 
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And, of course, I didn't see the 
movie, but we a l l heard of the Pr e c i o u s , 
which, I b e l i e v e , got a l o t of a t t e n t i o n of 
pe o p l e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , hasn't gotten my 
a t t e n t i o n enough f o r me to go see i t yet, but 
we hear about these problems. We hear about, 
you know, these c a s e s . And I know that you 
are opposed to the mandatory r e p o r t i n g that 
t h i s b i l l r e q u i r e s , because you b e l i e v e i t 
would i n t e r f e r e with the t r u s t that p h y s i c i a n s 
and p a t i e n t s are t r y i n g to improve or 
e s t a b l i s h . 

And I'm not e x a c t l y sure i f -- i f a 
parent that f e e l s as i f t h e i r -- t h e i r c h i l d 
has some issue that needs medical a t t e n t i o n 
and they're suspect of something, and -¬
because when you spoke e a r l i e r about there are 
other ways to c o n t r a c t diseases, l i k e herpes, 
you mentioned, and -- and j u s t touches, 
doesn't n e c e s s a r i l y mean that an a c t u a l sex 
act took p l a c e , i t could be other ways. I 
guess those are d e f i n i t e l y r a r e . But 
nonetheless, i f a parents f e e l s as though t h i s 
needs to be i n v e s t i g a t e d , I don't t h i n k that a 
r e s p o n s i b l e parent would h e s i t a t e at a l l to go 
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and seek medical a t t e n t i o n to -- j u s t to 
s u b s t a n t i a t e t h e i r s u s p i c i o n s . 

So, I j u s t -- I j u s t f i n d that that 
part of your argument, to -- to me, to -- we 
get i n t o l i k e the -- the HI PAA law and s t u f f 
l i k e t h a t , I j u s t don't see how that -- t h i s 
part of the l e g i s l a t i o n a c t u a l l y i n t e r f e r e s or 
would deter a parent from seeking to get to an 
answer. That's -- I 'm j u s t throwing that out 
there to you. 

I'm t r y i n g to play both sides h e re, 
because at the end of the day, we a l l j u s t to 
want to make sure that we provide enough 
l e g i s l a t i o n or what we do l e g i s l a t i v e l y i s to 
remedy what has become a growing problem. And 
I b e l i e v e t h a t ' s what the -- the gentleman who 
introduced t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n was r e a l l y t r y i n g 
to attempt to do. 

DR. PLETCHER: May I makes a comment 

on t h a t ? 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Yes. 

DR. PLETCHER: I appreciate t h a t . I 
al s o appreciate the comment of the 
congressman -- I don't know h i s name -- who 
was i n the back. I wish he was here. But I 
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have been i n v o l v e d i n many s i t u a t i o n s where 
care was d e l ayed e i t h e r by the c h i l d or by the 
parent because of fear and m i s t r u s t . I f I 
could be assured HIPAA immunity, I'd be happy 
to d i s c u s s them. S i t u a t i o n s where, as you 
mentioned, a s t e p f a t h e r i s the abuser and the 
mother j u s t doesn't want to b e l i e v e i t . 
D e n i a l , as we a l l know, can be a very, very 
powerful p s y c h o l o g i c a l f o r c e . S i t u a t i o n s -¬
i n v o l v i n g s i t u a t i o n s where teenagers were 
a f r a i d that they would become per s e c u t e d . 

G i r l s are not the only c h i l d r e n who 
are abused; boys are as w e l l . And there are 
h i g h - p r o f i l e cases of teenage boys who are 
i d e n t i f i e d as sex p r e d a t o r s . So a young man 
with a s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d disease w i l l not 
come to seek help f o r fear he w i l l be 
i d e n t i f i e d as a sexual abusers. 

These are j u s t some s p e c i f i c examples 
of how i t can happen, because I th i n k f o l k s 
are s t r u g g l i n g with t h a t . How does i t 
happen? 

When we f i r s t moved to P i t t s b u r g h -¬
w e l l , I grew up there, but when I moved back 
to P i t t s b u r g h with my f a m i l y l a s t year, we 
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were there f o r about a month or so; we didn't 
know too many people. And my youngest son 
bumped h i s head, needed to get s t a p l e s i n 
h i s -- f o r a l i t t l e l a c e r a t i o n . Of course i t 
came up i n the conv e r s a t i o n with my wife -¬
we're both healthcare p r o v i d e r s -- we knew we 
could probably t r e a t t h i s at home. We a l s o 
knew i t wasn't our d e c i s i o n to make. Take him 
to h e a l t h c a r e . Because we had the resources, 
because we knew they were going to ask the 
ques t i o n s , we were prepared. We didn't 
h e s i t a t e to take him to the ER. 

As a healthcare p r o v i d e r , I often put 
myself i n the shoes of my p a t i e n t s and other 
people. They don't have the same r e s o u r c e s . 
They don't have the same knowledge. They 
don't have the same experience of me -- as me, 
going f o r help and r e c e i v i n g help, f i r s t and 
foremost. S o I understand when they come to 
me and they say, This i s why I didn ' t come to 
seek h e l p . Because I 'm only i n t e r e s t e d i n 
p r o v i d i n g them with treatment. That's my 
p r i o r i t y , my j o b . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATERS: Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 
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Thank you f o r your answers. 
CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Any other 

q u e s t i o n s ? 

Sam, s u r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE ROHRER: Thank you. 

I appreciate the testimony. As 
someone who has p h y s i c i a n s i n t h e i r f a m i l y as 
w e l l , I understand what you're t a l k i n g about. 
I -- we've had a l o t of d i s c u s s i o n today. And 
I j u s t wanted to ki n d of r e i t e r a t e , again, the 
focus of t h i s i s -- i s the f a c t that we're 
d e a l i n g with young c h i l d r e n . We are not 
t a l k i n g about f i f t e e n - , s i x t e e n - , seventeen-
y e a r - o l d s . These are twelve and down. And 
these are not i n d i v i d u a l s who -- you know, i n 
t h i s case, education f o r older c h i l d r e n w i l l 
work, but these are k i d s who are i n v o l v e d 
against t h e i r w i l l . They're i n circumstances 
where they don't have choices that they're 
able to make. They are t r u l y v i c t i m s . 

And the r e s u l t of that i s that the 
focus, guess what, was we need to get help f o r 
them. That's c o r r e c t . The focus here, more 
than anything, i s on the a b i l i t y to l o c a t e and 
i d e n t i f y the p e r p e t r a t o r . We know, from 
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f a c t s , t h a t t h e y o u n g e r t h e c h i l d , t h e o l d e r 

t h e p a r e n t , t h e p e r s o n i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e m . So 

we're n o t t a l k i n g f o u r t e e n - , f i f t e e n - y e a r -

o l d s -- f o u r t e e n - , f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d s , we're 

t a l k i n g , you know, t h o s e who a r e i n t h e i r 

t w e n t i e s and a b o v e , i n most c a s e s . And t h e s e 

a r e f o l k s who r e p e a t t h e a c t i o n s . 

And t h e c o n c e r n h e r e i s t h a t -- i s 

t h a t t h e r e a r e , b e c a u s e o f one r e a s o n o r 

a n o t h e r , t h e s y s t e m i s a l l o w i n g i n d i v i d u a l s t o 

s l i p t h r o u g h t h i s s y s t e m . And t h e r e a r e a 

c o u p l e o f c a s e s t h a t we know o f w h e r e , i n 

f a c t , t h e r e were i n d i v i d u a l s who had had 

m u l t i p l e , m u l t i p l e p r e g n a n c i e s , m u l t i p l e -¬

and i t was n e v e r , e v e r c a u g h t , e v e n t h o u g h 

t h a t p e r s o n had been i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f 

someone who w o u l d have been s u b j e c t t o 

m a n d a t o r y r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s , n e v e r d i d 

i t . 

T h e r e was some i n d i c a t i o n t h a t I had 

s e e n t h a t t h e r e seemed t o be an a s p e c t a b o u t 

i t t h a t t h e r e was j u s t , t h e c h i l d l o o k e d 

y o u n g e r -- o r l o o k e d o l d e r t h a n t h e y w ere, and 

t h e y j u s t d i d n ' t want t o go down t h a t r o a d and 

d i d n ' t ask t h e a g e . T h a t ' s t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e 
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age requirements, and t h a t ' s been t e s t i f i e d , I 
t h i n k , by the commissioner. We do -- we do 
re q u i r e proof of age i n a l o t of d i f f e r e n t 
t h i n g s , so i t ' s not j u s t here. 

But , you kno w, I wonder what more of 
an important category should we be r e q u i r i n g 
age. We're t a l k i n g about the l i v e s of young 
c h i l d r e n . I agree with you, they're not j u s t 
g i r l s ; they're boys t o o . And so th a t ' s the 
i n t e n t of t h i s . 

I suppose that there are aspects that 
can be modified, the i n t e n t was to b u i l d i n as 
many of the things i n t o the b i l l up f r o n t so 
as to address the issue as best as p o s s i b l e . 
And I'm not saying that there couldn't be more 
area f o r some improvement; I 'm sure there i s . 
But I j u s t want to make sure we walk out of 
here with the concept that we're not t r y i n g to 
defend a system t h a t ' s a l l o w i n g our young 
c h i l d r e n to be v i c t i m i z e d because of e i t h e r 
w i l l f u l and/or l a z i n e s s , and/or whatever e l s e 
that could be i n v o l v e d i n the system to j u s t 
not go that e x t r a s t e p . 

So t h a t ' s -- you know, and I th i n k 
you would agree with me on t h a t . I understand 
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what y o u ' r e s a y i n g f r o m my p e r s p e c t i v e i s 

w o r k i n g on t h e b i l l . And -- b u t , a t t h e same 

t i m e , n o t t o be p r o t e c t i n g s o m e t h i n g t h a t i s 

out t h a t , i n f a c t , i s a l l o w i n g -- you know, I 

mean, t h e numbers I 'm l o o k i n g a t f r o m -- f r o m 

t h e r a p e a b u s e and i n c e s t n a t i o n a l n e t w o r k , 

t h o s e f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e t h a t 15 p e r c e n t o f 

s e x u a l a b u s e o c c u r s i n c h i l d r e n t w e l v e and 

u n d e r . So t h a t i s t h a t ' s no s m a l l n u m b e r . 

And I t h i n k , f r o m my p e r s p e c t i v e , as 

a f a t h e r o f s i x c h i l d r e n , I am c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 

what I s e e . And I am c o n c e r n e d w h e t h e r 

t h e r e ' s n o t i n t a c t f a m i l i e s and t h a t s o r t o f 

t h i n g , t h e r e ' s l e s s h e l p f o r t h o s e y o u n g 

p e o p l e t h a n t h o s e where t h e r e a r e . So t h a t ' s 

my c o n c e r n , t h a t we work t o g e t h e r and f i x t h i s 

g l a r i n g o m i s s i o n t h a t a p p e a r s t o be i n t h e 

s y s t e m . 

I mean, I 'm s u r e you w o u l d p r o b a b l y 

a g r e e w i t h me on what I 'm s a y i n g i n t h a t 

r e g a r d , b u t j u s t w a n t e d t o make t h a t s t a t e m e n t 

as we c o n c l u d e h e r e , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

DR. PLETCHER: I do a g r e e w i t h t h e 

i n t e n t , w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n . I do s u p p o r t t h e 

i n t e n t t o c r e a t e m e c hanism, i m p r o v e a s y s t e m 
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so that c h i l d predators are i d e n t i f i e d and 
removed. What I qu e s t i o n i s the methodology. 
I t's the who we're r e p o r t i n g to, i t ' s the how 
i t ' s being r e p o r t e d . 

I a l s o q u e s t i o n some of the core 
assumptions that t h i s methodology i s based 
on. S e v e r a l times people have s a i d , most of 
the time when somebody of the age of t h i r t e e n 
becomes pregnant or gets an STD i t ' s because 
of an adult i n t h e i r twenties or t h i r t i e s . 
P e r s o n a l l y , i n my experience, I don't know 
that to be t r u e . 

I p r i d e myself i n ma i n t a i n i n g 
l o n g i t u d i n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s with f a m i l i e s . 
When I 'm i n v o l v e d with these s i t u a t i o n s , I 
work hard to stay i n v o l v e d . Even when the 
fam i l y doesn't agree with my d e c i s i o n to c a l l 
c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s , when I e x p l a i n to 
them why and I worked with them through i t , 
they've always maintained, fought to maintain 
that r e l a t i o n s h i p . I j u s t don't know that 
assumption to be t r u e . 

And then there's something e l s e , I 
th i n k , that I've seen occur many t i m e s . I 
hope -- I hope that nobody i n t h i s room has 
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been the v i c t i m of abuse, but v i c t i m s that I 
have known who are very young often f e e l they 
develop very c l o s e connections to t h e i r 
abuser, and they t r y to p r o t e c t them. And 
I 've seen that over and over a g a i n . And i t ' s 
only through connecting w i t h c a r i n g 
p r o f e s s i o n a l that they're able to t a l k about 
what a c t u a l l y happened. 

The methods of t h i s b i l l w i l l j u s t 
cut that r i g h t o u t . I f i r m l y b e l i e v e t h a t . 

Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: Thank you a l l 

f o r t e s t i f y i n g . 

MS. ROSADO: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CALTAGIRONE: The hearing i s 
now adjourned. 

(Whereupon, the hearing concluded at 
1:12 p.m.) 

* * * * * 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMITTED 

(The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r has been 
submitted by the Pennsylvania M e d i c a l 
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Soc i e t y.) 

Dear C h a i r m a n C a l t a g i r o n e : 

I am w r i t i ng on b e h a l f o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a M e d i c a l S o c i e t y t o e x p r e s s o u r 

c o n c e r n s w i t h House B i l l 928, d e a l i n g w i t h 

c h i l d r a p i s t s and p r e d a t o r s . 

F i r s t , l e t me s t a t e c a t e g o r i c a l l y 

t h a t t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a M e d i c a l S o c i e t y s t r o n g l y 

s u p p o r t s e f f o r t s t o d e t e c t and p r o s e c u t e c h i l d 

r a p i s t s and p r e d a t o r s , and we s t a n d r e a d y t o 

work w i t h you and y o u r c o m m i t t e e t o e n h a n c e 

t h o s e e f f o r t s . We a g r e e w i t h t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n ' s p r e m i s e t h a t t h e s t a t e has a 

c o m p e l l i n g i n t e r e s t i n b r i n g i n g t h e s e f e l o n s 

t o j u s t i c e . 

H o w e v e r , s o m e t i m e s w e l l - m e a n i n g 

a c t i o n s c a n have u n i n t e n d e d c o n s e q u e n c e s , and 

we b e l i e v e t h a t i s t h e c a s e w i t h House B i l l 

928. The b i l l p l a c e s t h e b u r d e n o f p r o o f o f 

c o m p l i a n c e on t h e t r e a t i n g h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o v i d e r , and t h e n i n s e c t i o n 6 3 2 1 . 5 ( a ) (4) 

d e p r i v e s t h e p r o v i d e r o f t h e r i g h t t o p r o v e 

h i s o r h e r i n n o c e n c e i f a w r i t t e n r e c o r d was 

n o t p r e p a r e d . I t i s n o t d i f f i c u l t t o i m a g i n e 

any number o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s where a w r i t t e n 
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r e c o r d m i g h t n o t be n e e d e d b e c a u s e t h e 

p r o v i d e r has i n d e p e n d e n t k n o w l e d g e o f t h e 

p a t i e n t ' s a g e . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e p r o v i d e r 

m i g h t a l s o c o a c h t h e p a t i e n t ' s y o u t h s o c c e r 

t e a m , where b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e s a r e r e q u i r e d t o 

p r o v e age e l i g i b i l i t y . House B i l l 9 28 w o u l d 

d e p r i v e t h e h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r o f t h e r i g h t 

t o p r o v e h i s o r h e r i n n o c e n c e i n s u c h a c a s e . 

O t h e r s i m i l a r e x a m p l e s a r e e a s y t o e n v i s i o n . 

As I s t a t e d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s 

l e t t e r , we w o u l d be happy t o work w i t h you t o 

a d d r e s s t h i s i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . H o w e v e r , we 

must o b j e c t t o l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t p r e v e n t s 

h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s f r o m d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t 

t h e y have s o l i d o u t s i d e i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 

a p a t i e n t ' s a g e . 

Thank you f o r y o u r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

S i n c e r e l y , James A. G o o d y e a r , MD 

FACS, P r e s i d e n t 

( T h i s c o n c l u d e s t h e l e t t e r s u b m i t t e d 

by P e n n s y l v a n i a M e d i c a l S o c i e t y . The c o n t e n t 

was n o t a l t e r e d t o c o r r e c t any e r r o r s i n 

s p e l l i n g , g rammar, o r p u n c t u a t i o n . ) 

* * * * * 

( The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r has been 
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s u b m i t t e d by t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a C h i l d r e n and 

Y o u t h A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , I n c . ) 

T e s t i m o n y t o House J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e 

r e g a r d i n g HB 928 p n . 1052 

F e b r u a r y 22, 2010 

Good m o r n i n g C h a i r m a n C a l t a g i r o n e , 

C h a i r m a n M a r s i c o and l a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n o f 

t h e House J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e . My name i s 

C h a r l e s S o n g e r . I am t h e E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 

o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a C h i l d r e n and Y o u t h 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s A s s o c i a t i o n (PCYA) , an 

A f f i l i a t e o f t h e C o u n t y C o m m i s s i o n e r s 

A s s o c i a t i on o f P e n n s y l v a n i a ( C C A P ) , and 

r e p r e s e n t a l l 67 C o u n t y C h i l d r e n and Y o u t h 

S e r v i c e s A g e n c y a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n t h e 

Commonwealth. P e r s o n a l l y , I have s e r v e d i n 

t h e p u b l i c c h i l d w e l f a r e s y s t e m i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a as a c o u n t y c a s e w o r k e r , 

s u p e r v i s o r and a g e n c y a d m i n i s t r a t o r f r o m 1 972 

t o 199 7, and as E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f PCYA 

s i n c e 199 7. I a p p r e c i a t e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

sp e a k t o you t o d a y r e g a r d i n g House B i l l 

928, p.m. 1052. 

The m i s s i o n o f PCYA i s t o e n h a n c e t h e 

q u a l i t y o f s e r v i c e d e l i v e r y f o r c h i l d r e n , 
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y o u t h and t h e i r f a m i l i e s by p r o v i d i n g f o r i t s 

members: 

( 1 ) A f o r u m f o r t h e e x c h a n g e o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n ; 

(2) As s i s t a n c e i n e d u c a t i n g t h e 

g e n e r a l p u b l i c and i t s c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ; and 

( 3) An e n v i r o n m e n t o f s u p p o r t f o r t h e 

A s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r s h i p . 

I n l i g h t o f t h i s m i s s i o n , t h e i s s u e 

b e f o r e us t o d a y , b e t t e r d e t e c t i o n o f c h i l d 

r a p i s t s and p r e d a t o r s , i s i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e o f 

t h e o f t e n i r r e p a r a b l e damage i n f l i c t e d on 

c h i l d r e n and y o u t h by t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s . We 

e n d o r s e t h e e n h a n c e d e f f o r t s t o i d e n t i f y and 

a p p r e h e n d t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s . 

We do have two c o n c e r n s w i t h t h e B i l l 

as w r i t t e n h o w e v e r . 

F i r s t , we a r e n o t c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e 

mere p r e s e n c e o f a s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d 

d i s e a s e c o n s t i t u t e s e v i d e n c e o f e i t h e r a 

f e l o n y o r o f c h i l d a b u s e as s t a t e d i n s e c . 

6 3 2 1 . 4 ( a ) and we s u g g e s t s t h a t f u r t h e r 

i n f o r m a t i on be s o u g h t f r o m h e a l t h c a r e e x p e r t s 

t o c l a r i f y w h e t h e r c e r t a i n s e x u a l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s c a n be t r a n s m i t t e d 
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a c c i d e n t a l l y . 

S e c o n d l y , i n s e c . 632 1 . 5 ( c ) , t h e 

c h i e f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e r o f t h e c o u n t y 

a g e n c y i s r e q u i r e d t o e s t a b l i s h p r o c e d u r e s and 

t r a c k r e f e r r a l s t o t h e c h i l d p r e d a t o r u n i t . 

We c e r t a i n l y have no i s s u e w i t h t h i s f o r c a s e s 

t h a t meet o u r c u r r e n t d e f i n i t i o n s and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s u n d e r t h e C h i l d P r o t e c t i v e 

S e r v i c e s L a w . The d e f i n i t i o n s o f " c h i l d " i n 

s e c . 6 321 .3 and " c h i l d a b u s e " i n s e c . 

632 1.4 (c) do n o t c o r r e s p o n d t o o u r o p e r a t i n g 

d e f i n i t i o n s u n d e r e i t h e r t h e J u v e n i l e C o u r t 

A c t (4 2 P a . C.S. s e c . 6301) o r t h e C h i l d 

P r o t e c t i v e S e r v i c e s Law (23 P a . C.S. s e c . 

630 1) and we a s k t h a t o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s n o t 

be e x p a n d e d u n t i l t h e w o r k l o a d and f i n a n c i a l 

i m p a c t a r e w e i g h e d and a d d r e s s e d . 

Thank you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

p r e s e n t t h i s t e s t i m o n y . I f f u r t h e r 

i n f o r m a t i o n o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n i s n e e d e d , p l e a s e 

c o n t a c t me a t ( 717 ) 2 32-7554 o r 

c s o n g e r @ p a c o u n t i e s . o r g . 

C h a r l e s S o n g e r , E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 

( T h i s c o n c l u d e s t h e l e t t e r s u b m i t t e d 

by P e n n s y l v a n i a C h i l d r e n and Y o u t h 
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A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , I n c . The c o n t e n t was n o t 

a l t e r e d t o c o r r e c t any e r r o r s i n s p e l l i n g , 

grammar, o r p u n c t u a t i o n . ) 

* * * * * 

(The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r has been 

s u b m i t t e d by t h e A m e r i c a n C i v i l L i b e r t i e s 

U n i on o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . ) 

Dear C h a i r m a n C a l t a g i r o n e , 

Thank you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

s u b m i t w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y on House B i l l 9 28 f o r 

t h e House J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e ' s h e a r i n g on 

F e b r u a r y 2 2 . T h i s b i l l w o u l d i m p l e m e n t new 

r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r p r e - t e e n a g e g i r l s 

who a r e p r e g n a n t o r who have a s e x u a l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e . I t a l s o w o u l d p l a c e 

u n n e c e s s a r y b a r r i e r s t o c a r e f o r a l l t e e n s 

u n d e r t h e age o f 18 a t t e m p t i n g t o g e t 

t r e a t m e n t f o r a p r e g n a n c y o r f o r an STD. HB 

928 p l a c e s t h e a b i l i t y o f t e e n s t o a c c e s s 

c r i t i c a l h e a l t h c a r e a t g r e a t r i s k . The 

A m e r i c a n C i v i l L i b e r t i e s U n i o n o f P e n n s y l v a n i a 

o p p o s e s HB 9 2 8 . On b e h a l f o f t h e 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 6, 0 0 0 members o f t h e ACLU o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , I u r g e you t o o p p o s e i t , as 

w e l l . 
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HB 928 p u t s t e e n a g e r s a t r i s k . The 

b i l l r e q u i r e s a l l t e e n s u n d e r t h e age o f 1 8 t o 

p r o v i d e " c r e d i b l e w r i t t e n e v i d e n c e , " s u c h as 

a s c h o o l r e c o r d , h e a l t h c a r e r e c o r d , o r h e a l t h 

i n s u r a n c e r e c o r d , b e f o r e t h e t e e n i s a b l e t o 

r e c e i v e c a r e f o r p r e g n a n c y o r s e x u a l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s (STDs) . I f t h e t e e n 

c a n n o t p r o v i d e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e h e a l t h 

c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r w i l l be u n a b l e t o p r o v i d e 

t r e a t m e n t w i t h o u t r i s k i n g p r o s e c u t i o n . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n r e q u i r e m e n t 

w i l l s e r v e as a b a r r i e r t o c a r e and d r i v e 

t e e n s away f r o m h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s . HB 92 8 

c o u l d c a u s e t e e n a g e r s - a l r e a d y a h i g h r i s k 

p o p u l a t i o n - t o f o r e g o m e d i c a l a p p o i n t m e n t s 

and m i s s o r d a n g e r o u s l y p o s t p o n e s c r e e n i n g and 

t r e a t m e n t f o r STDs, r o u t i n e g y n e c o l o g i c a l 

exams, and o t h e r v i t a l h e a l t h c a r e s e r v i c e s . 

HB 928 a l t e r s l o n g - s t a n d i n g p u b l i c 

h e a l t h p o l i c y . U n d e r P e n n s y l v a n i a l a w , a 

m i n o r c a n c o n s e n t t o t r e a t m e n t f o r p r e g n a n c y 

or an STD. These l a w s p r o t e c t t h e p r i v a c y o f 

t e e n s who a r e b e i n g a b u s e d by a p a r e n t o r 

p a r e n t s o r who have some o t h e r r e a s o n why t h e y 

must k e e p t h e i r c o n d i t i o n p r i v a t e . B u t t o 
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p r o v i d e " c r e d i b l e w r i t t e n e v i d e n c e " o f t h e i r 

age, a t e e n a g e r w o u l d l i k e l y r e q u i r e t h e h e l p 

of an a d u l t . T h i s r e q u i r e m e n t u n d e r m i n e s a 

t e e n ' s r i g h t t o p r i v a t e m e d i c a l c a r e , and w i l l 

d r i v e t e e n s away f r o m t h e s e r v i c e s t h e y n e e d . 

The b i l l e n d a n g e r s c h i l d r e n i n 

a n o t h e r way. HB 9 28 r e q u i r e s a m e d i c a l 

p r a c t i t i o n e r t o i n f o r m a c h i l d ' s p a r e n t o f t h e 

c h i l d ' s c o n d i t i o n . B u t t h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n 

t h e b i l l t o exempt t h i s r e q u i r e m e n t when t h e 

p a r e n t i s a b u s i n g t h e c h i l d . D o c t o r s w i l l be 

i n f o r m i n g a b u s i v e p a r e n t s t h a t t h e y a r e aware 

of t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s c o n d i t i o n s , p o t e n t i a l l y 

p l a c i n g t h e c h i l d i n more d a n g e r . 

A n o t h e r m a j o r c o n c e r n i s t h a t t h e 

b i l l l a c k s any p r o t e c t i o n s o f a v i c t i m ' s 

m e d i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . F o r a p r e t e e n who has 

been t h e v i c t i m o f c h i l d a b u s e , t h e r e p o r t i n g 

r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h i s b i l l c o u l d be 

d e v a s t a t i n g . By o u r c o u n t , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 

m a n d a t e d r e p o r t i n g o f c h i l d a b u s e t o 

C h i l d l i n e , t h e r e w o u l d be an a d d i t i o n a l s i x 

e n t i t i e s t h a t w o u l d be i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h e 

a l l e g e d a b u s e : t h e c h i l d p r e d a t o r u n i t i n t h e 

A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e , t h e c h i e f o f t h e 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e o f h e r c o u n t y , t h e 

c o u n t y d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y , t h e l o c a l c h i e f o f 

p o l i c e , t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e , and h e r 

p a r e n t o r g u a r d i a n . T h e r e a r e no r e q u i r e m e n t s 

i n t h e b i l l f o r p r o t e c t i n g h e r p r i v a c y . Once 

h e r m e d i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n l e a v e s t h e h ands o f 

m e d i c a l p r o v i d e r s , i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t s t r i c t 

HIPAA t y p e p r o t e c t i o n s w o u l d be a f f o r d e d t o 

t h e v i c t i m. 

HB 9 2 8 i s l o a d e d w i t h p r i v a c y 

p r o b l e m s f o r y o u n g p e o p l e i n n e e d o f m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t . I t w i l l a l s o e f f e c t i v e l y d r i v e 

them away f r o m s e e k i n g t h e v e r y c a r e t h e y 

n e e d . The ACLU o f P e n n s y l v a n i a u r g e s you and 

c o m m i t t e e members t o oppose t h i s b i l l . 

S i n c e r e l y , Andy H o o v e r , L e g i s l a t i v e 

D i r e c t o r . 

( T h i s c o n c l u d e s t h e l e t t e r s u b m i t t e d 

by A m e r i c a n C i v i l L i b e r t i e s U n i o n o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . The c o n t e n t was n o t a l t e r e d t o 

c o r r e c t any e r r o r s i n s p e l l i n g , grammar, o r 

p u n c t u a t i o n . ) 

* * * * * 

(The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r has been 

s u b m i t t e d by The C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l o f 
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P h i l a d e l p h i a . ) 

Dear Mr. C a l t a g i r o n e : 

We t h a n k t h e C o m m i t t e e and y o u f o r 

h o l d i n g a h e a r i n g on House B i l l 928, "The 

C h i l d R a p i s t and P r e d a t o r D e t e c t i o n A c t , " t o 

be h e l d on Monday, F e b r u a r y 22, 2010. I n t h e 

a b s e n c e o f p e r s o n a l t e s t i m o n y on t h i s m a t t e r 

due t o p r i o r c o m m i t m e n t s , we r e s p e c t f u l l y 

r e q u e s t t h a t you i n c l u d e t h i s l e t t e r i n t h e 

r e c o r d . 

As a d o l e s c e n t m e d i c i n e c a r e g i v e r s , 

much o f o u r p r a c t i c e i s f o c u s e d on p r o t e c t i n g 

c h i l d r e n . A c c o r d i n g l y , we t r e a t c h i l d r e n t h a t 

a r e v i c t i ms o f s e x u a l p r e d a t o r s and t h e r e f o r e , 

as you w o u l d e x p e c t , c o n c u r w i t h t h e s p o n s o r s 

o f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t p e r s o n s c o m m i t t i n g 

t h e most h e i n o u s c r i m e s a g a i n s t c h i l d r e n o u g h t 

t o be i d e n t i f i e d and p u n i s h e d . 

We s e r v e a l l h e a l t h n e e d s o f 

a d o l e s c e n t s . T h i s c a r e i n c l u d e s o f f e r i n g 

s e x u a l h e a l t h t r e a t m e n t and p r e v e n t i o n . We 

s t r o n g l y e n c o u r a g e o u r p a t i e n t s t o p o s t p o n e 

s e x u a l i n i t i a t i o n , b u t f o r t h o s e t h a t a r e 

s e x u a l l y a c t i v e , we a s s u r e them t h e y a r e 

p r o t e c t e d b o t h p h y s i c a l l y and e m o t i o n a l l y . 
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T h i s means t h a t we r o u t i n e l y c h e c k i n on t h e 

h e a l t h o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s and c o n s i s t e n t l y 

s c r e e n f o r a b u s e , e x p l o i t a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

We have c a r e f u l l y g a i n e d t h e t r u s t o f 

t h o u s a n d s o f t e e n a g e r s by f o l l o w i n g a m e d i c a l 

m o del t h a t e n c o u r a g e s t h e s e c h i l d r e n t o 

d e v e l o p t h e i r own s t r e n g t h s ; t o be c o m p e t e n t 

and r e s i l i e n t . B e c a u s e we o f t e n t r e a t 

u n d e r s e r v e d y o u t h a t r i s k f o r bad o u t c o m e s , we 

w ork h a r d t o engage them and g a i n t h e i r 

c o n f i d e n c e i n o r d e r t o p r o v i d e t h e most 

e f f e c t i v e and h i g h e s t q u a l i t y c a r e . 

Some o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s i n t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n , a l t h o u g h c l e a r l y i n t e n d e d t o 

p r o t e c t y o u t h , may a c t u a l l y c a u s e f u n d a m e n t a l 

harm t o t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s we b u i l d and c o u l d 

r e s u l t i n t h e f o l l o w i n g : 1 ) a d o l e s c e n t s w i l l 

f o r g o p r e v e n t a t i v e c a r e , and e v e n t r e a t ment, 

as t h e w o rd s p r e a d s among a d o l e s c e n t 

c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t n o t o n l y i s t h e i r p r i v a c y n o t 

h o n o r e d , b u t l a w e n f o r c e m e n t w i l l become 

i n v o l v e d ; and, 2 ) c h i l d r e n who have been a b u s e d 

w i l l n o t be s u r r o u n d e d by a n u r t u r i n g , 

t r u s t w o r t h y e n v i r o n m e n t b o t h t o d i s c l o s e and 

b e g i n t h e h e a l i n g p r o c e s s . 
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I t i s v i t a l that we both i n i t i a t e the 
c h i l d welfare system when appr o p r i a t e and 
avoid the secondary trauma that may occur 
through i n t e r a c t i o n w ith the c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e 
system. 

We would be pleased to work with the 
Committee to improve the b i l l without causing 
negative impacts on the r e l a t i o n s h i p s r e q u i r e d 
to navigate c h a l l e n g i n g environments and 
s i t u a t i o n s . In f a c t , we have conducted 
longstanding research on t h i s very i s s u e and 
have developed best p r a c t i c e s f o c u s i n g on 
t r u s t and c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y . 

Some h i g h l i g h t s we would l i k e to 
dis c u s s i n c l u d e the f o l l o w i n g : 

The adolescents we t r e a t are made 
aware of the l i m i t a t i o n s of p r i v a c y on matters 
i n v o l v i n g abuse; 

I f youth seek treatment f o r a 
s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d i n f e c t i o n ( STI ) and law 
enforcement i s contacted, they w i l l stop 
seeking treatment. This may r e s u l t i n 
increased t r a n s m i s s i o n and prevalence of 
diseases i n the community. With delayed or no 
treatment, a d d i t i o n a l medical c o m p l i c a t i o n s 
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can occur; 

I f adolescents do not seek care 
because they are worried about the p o t e n t i a l 
r a m i f i c a t i o n s of d i s c l o s u r e , there i s l i k e l y 
to be a r i s e i n unplanned p r e g n a n c i e s . 
Unplanned pregnancies often r e s u l t i n delayed 
p r e n a t a l c a r e . The r i s k f o r poor h e a l t h 
outcomes f o r mother and c h i l d are already high 
fo r adolescents; any f u r t h e r b a r r i e r s to the 
r e c e i p t of e a r l y p r e n a t a l care f o r them could 
be d e v a s t a t i n g and r e s u l t i n worse outcomes 
and i n c r e a s e d healthcare c o s t s ; 

S a n c t i ons against medical p r o v i d e r s , 
p u n i t i ve i n nature, may have an adverse impact 
on c l i n i c i a n s that could choose to no longer 
t r e a t adolescents f o r fear of f a i l i n g to 
comply. Such sanctions could have la r g e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s on access to care f o r a s e v e r e l y 
v u l n e r a b l e p o p u l a t i o n . 

We would be honored to provide the 
Committee and you with f u r t h e r e x p l a n a t i o n of 
these matters and outcomes from the research 
we have conducted. While i t i s not our 
i n t e n t i o n to support or oppose t h i s 
l e g i s l a t i o n , i t i s our duty to share how i t 
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may impact the p r a c t i c e of p e d i a t r i c and 
adolescent medicine i n the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the h e a l t h and w e l l being of 
the c h i l d r e n we care f o r . 

S i n c e r e l y , Andrea B a i l e r , MSN, CRNP; 
C a r r i e Calabrese, MSN, CRNP; Nadia Dowshen, 
MD; Karyn F e i t , MSW; C h r i s t i n e Forke, MSN, 

CRNP; Kenneth R. Ginsburg, MD, MS Ed; Sara 
Kinsman, MD, PhD, Nadja Peter, MD; Oana 
Tomescu, MD, Ph D; Michele Zucker, MD. 

(This concludes the l e t t e r submitted 
by The C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l of P h i l a d e l p h i a . 
The content was not a l t e r e d to c o r r e c t any 
e r r o r s i n s p e l l i n g , grammar, or pu n c t u a t i o n . ) 

* * * * * 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that I was present 
upon the hearing of the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d matter 
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and I f u r t h e r c e r t i f y that the foregoing i s a 
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stenographic n o t e s . 
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