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P R O C E E D I N G S 
(11:17 o ' c l o c k a.m.) 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Good m o r n i n g , 
e v e r y b o d y . P l e a s e t a k e your s e a t s . Welcome. The 
f i r s t o r d e r of b u s i n e s s w i l l be t o have t he 
co- c h a i rman of t he P enns y l v a n i a Ho us e Tr ans po r t a t i o n 
Committee, Chairman G e i s t , l e a d us i n t h e P l e d g e of 
A l l e g i a n c e . 

( P l e d g e of A l l e g i a n c e r e c i t e d . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you f o r 

a t t e n d i n g t o d a y . T h i s i s a h e a r i n g s p o n s o r e d by t h e 
P e n n s y l v a n i a House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Committee, a l o n g w i t h t h e com m i t t e e s of -- t h e 
P o l i c i es Commit t e es of bot h t he Ho us e De mocrat s and 
the R e p u b l i c a n s . T h i s i s a b i p a r t i s a n h e a r i n g . 

The p u r p o s e i s a l l because of t h e G o v e r n o r ' s 
c a l l i ng a s p e c i a l s e s s i on on t he v e r y d i f f i c u l t 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng p r o b l e m t hat f ace s a l l of us 
her e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and we d e c i d e d t h a t we'd t a k e 
t h e committee a r o u n d s t a t e w i d e , seven d i f f e r e n t a r e a s 
o f t h e s t a t e . 

W e ' l l t r y t o get t h e sound s y s t e m c o r r e c t e d . 
But we de c i d e d t o b r i ng t h e commi t t ee a r ound t he s t a t e 
t o a l l t h e r e g i o n s o f t h e s t a t e , s even r e g i o n s o f t h e 
s t a t e . T h i s i s our s e v e n t h , t h e s o u t h w e s t , and we're 
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happy t o be he r e at Gateway H i g h S c h o o l , and I want t o 
f i r s t t hank t he f o l ks h e r e at Gat e way f o r t he i r 
wonder f u l ho s p i t a l i t y i n a l l o wi ng us t o a t t end h e r e 
t o d a y . 

The f i r s t t h i ng I want t o do i s i nt ro duce my 
f e l l o w c o l l e a g u e s who a r e h e r e , members who a r e h e r e . 
We have, t o my f a r r i g h t . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J o s e p h 
P e t r a r c a of Westmoreland County, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l 
C o s t a of A l l e g h e n y County, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e 
C a r r o l l , L u z e r n e County, Chairman R i c k G e i s t i s B l a i r 
C ounty. We have t he c h a i r of t h e R e p u b l i c a n P o l i c i e s 
Committee, Chairman S t a n S a y l o r of York County, Randy 
V u l a k o v i c h o f A l l e g h e n y County, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f 
P y l e o f A r m s t r o n g County, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Dom C o s t a of 
A l l e g h e n y County, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h r i s S a i n a t o o f 
Lawrence County, and my good f r i e n d R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Tony DeLuca from Penn H i l l s , A l l e g h e n y County, and we 
have B i l l K o r t z , on my f a r r i g h t , from A l l e g h e n y 
County, who has a l s o j o i n e d us he r e t o d a y , and t h e r e 
w i l l be some members, I'm s u r e , coming and g o i n g as we 
move f o r w a r d . 

B e f o r e I get s t a r t e d h e r e , I ' d l i k e t o o f f e r 
e i t h e r C h a i r man G e i s t o r C h a i rman S a y l or any ope n i ng 
r e m a r k s . 

REP. GEIST: Thank you v e r y much. 
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I t ' s c e r t a i n l y a p l e a s u r e f o r us t o t r a v e l t h e 
l engt h and b r e a d t h o f t h i s s t at e l i s t e n i ng t o t hes e 
t hat we have on bot h t he s t r u c t u re s and highways and 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on and t he amo unt o f ( i n a u d i b l e ) t he 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y . 

I want t o t hank e v e r y b o dy who has p a r t i c i p a t ed 
t o d a y . I want t o thank t h e s t a f f s t h a t worked v e r y 
h a r d t o make t h i s happen. J o e ' s s t a f f and my s t a f f 
and S t a n ' s and M i k e ' s , t h e y have gone r e a l l y out o f 
t h e i r way. ( I n a u d i b l e . ) Chairman Joe Markosek has 
done a f a b u l ous j ob as c h a i rman of t he T r a n s p o r t at i on 
Committee and ( i n a u d i b l e ) . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t a n 
S a y l o r . 

REP. SAYLOR: I'm p l e a s e d t o be her e i n 
P i t t s b u r g h t o d a y , or M o n r o e v i l l e , as su c h . I want t o 
compl i ment C h a i rman Mar kos ek and C h a i rman G e i s t f o r 
p u t t i ng t hes e h e a r i ngs t o g e t h e r and t h e i r s t a f f f or 
d o i n g a w o n d e r f u l j o b . 

I t ' s so c r i t i c a l f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a t o come up 
w i t h a u n i f i e d p l a n , b o t h R e p u b l i c a n s and Democrats, 
and i t ' s i m p o r t a n t b a s i c a l l y b ecause our highways i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a d o e s n ' t s e r v e j u s t R e p u b l i c a n s o r j u s t 
D emocrats. We need t o have an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t h a t 
s u p p o r t s our b u s i n e s s community and j o b gro w t h , so I'm 
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p l eas e d t o be h e r e and h o p e f u l l y h e a r so me s o l ut i ons 
t oday as we go f o r w a r d t o t r y and s o l ve t he 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o b l e m s h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Thank you. Chairman Markosek. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, S t a n . A 

c o u p l e of n o t e s h e r e . When we c a l l a t e s t i f i e r -- by 
t h e way, t h i s i s a h e a r i n g of t h e co m m i t t e e . We have 
an agenda of t e s t i f i e r s . They a r e b e i n g c a l l e d up 
i n d i v i d u a l l y and g i v e n a c e r t a i n amount of t i m e , and 
when t h e y come up, we would l i k e e v e r y b o d y t o come up 
t hes e s t e ps ove r her e and t es t i f y and t h e n mo ve of f 
t h a t way so we can k i n d of get a f r e e f l o w g o i n g h e r e . 

We have a v e r y l o n g agenda t o d a y . These 
h e a r i n g s have been a v e r a g i n g about f i v e h o u r s each, 
and so we would l i k e , as f a r as p u b l i c comments -¬
p e o p l e have s a i d , hey, I'd l i k e t o say s o m e t h i n g -¬
you have t o w a i t u n t i l t he end, assuming we have t i m e . 
I do u n d e r s t a n d t h e y have a n o t h e r event h e r e , so i f we 
have t i m e , w e ' l l have p e o p l e t h a t a r e not on the 
agenda and w e ' l l g i v e them one m i n u t e a p i e c e . 

We have a t i m e r h e r e , and you might be a b l e t o 
see i t , b ut we s e t t h e t i m e f o r t h e a l l o t t e d t i m e f o r 
each t e s t i f i e r . There i s a g r e e n l i g h t t h a t ' s on t h a t 
t u r n s i nt o a ye l l ow l i ght w i t h one mi nut e l e f t t o s um 
up, and t h e r e d l i g h t comes on when t i m e i s up, and i t 
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beeps so e v e r y b o d y knows when t h e i r t i m e i s up. And 
we woul d ask t h e t es t i f i e r s t o p l e as e mo ve f o r w a r d and 
sum up i m m e d i a t e l y when t h e y h e a r t he beep. 

Ther e i s no f oo d o r d r i nk a l l owe d i n t he 
a u d i t o r i um p a r t o f t he a u d i t o r i um her e wher e t he 
a u d i e n c e i s s i t t i n g , and so I would c a u t i o n you about 
t h a t . I want t o thank t he C o n c r e t e A s s o c i a t i o n h e r e 
t oday t h a t s u p p l i ed s ome g o o d i e s f or us t h a t a r e 
l o c a t e d i n t h e back a r e a h e r e . 

So w i t h t h a t , j u s t one l a s t t h i n g . I would 
ask t h e members who a r e he r e when t h e y ask q u e s t i o n s 
t o make them s h o r t , t o o , and t r y t o s t a y away from 
s p e e c h e s , w h i c h we get i n the h a b i t o f d o i n g once i n a 
w h i l e , and j u s t ask your q u e s t i o n s so we can move 
t h i n g s f o r w a r d . 

We have Repr es e n t a t i v e Mar k L o n g i et t i who has 
a l s o j o i n e d us from M e r c e r County as w e l l . 

So w i t h o u t any f u r t h e r a d i e u , I'm g o i n g t o go 
r i g h t t o the agenda, and t h e f i r s t f o l k s up a r e our 
f r i e n d s from PennDOT D i s t r i c t 11 and D i s t r i c t 12. We 
have D i s t r i c t 11 E x e c u t i v e Dan Cessna and D i s t r i c t 12 
E x e c u t i v e Joe S z c z u r , b o t h f r i e n d s w i t h a l l o f us here 
who have worked v e r y h a r d on b e h a l f o f PennDOT. And I 
gues s , Dan, yo u ' r e g o i n g t o s t a r t and g i v e an o v e r v i e w 
o f t he s t a t e t r ans po r t a t i o n f u n d i ng i s sues and e ach of 
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you can t a l k about your d i s t r i c t . You may p r o c e e d . 
You each have 20 m i n u t e s . 

MR. CESSNA: Thank you. I t ' s good t o be 
h e r e . I t ' s a l i t t l e awkward s e t u p w i t h t h e P o w e r P o i n t 
p r e s e n t a t i o n d i s p l a y e d i n the back, and i t might be 
h e l p f u l i f you co u l d t u r n and l ook t o t h e back t o - -
t h e s e p i c t u r e s h e l p i l l u s t r a t e what we're g o i n g t o 
d i s c u s s . 

The f i r s t s l i de t h a t I s ho w you a r e j us t - - I 
want t o say f i r s t , I am s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f of t h e 
S e c r e t a r y . And t h e s e f i r s t few p i c t u r e s d e m o n s t r a t e 
b r i d g e needs of s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s t h a t 
a r e c u r r e n t l y not s c h e d u l e d t o be r e p a i r e d . So t h i s 
j u s t shows t h e d i a r y of t h e i s s u e a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , 
cons i d e r i ng t h a t we have a l a r g e b r i dge p r o gr am and we 
s t i l l have b r i d g e s t hat l o ok l i ke t h i s t hat a r e not 
programmed and b e i n g a d d r e s s e d . 

S i m i l a r l y , we have s t a t e highways t h a t a r e i n 
need o f r e s u r f a c i n g , m a i n t e n a n c e d e f i c i e n c i e s t h a t 
j u s t c u r r ent l y canno t be addr es s ed or re p a i re d due t o 
f u n d i n g c o n s t r a i n t s . 

I want t o t a l k , c e r t a i n l y , a r o u n d t h e r e g i o n , 
a r o u n d t h e s t a t e , s e v e r a l l i n e s on t h i s g r a p h , I want 
t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o . The g r e e n l i n e i s c a l l e d t h e 
b i d p r i c e i n d e x , t h e r e d l i n e i s t h e consumer p r i c e 
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i n d e x , and t h e f i n a l l i n e , b l u e , i s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
c o s t i n d e x . What's d r a m a t i c h e r e , you can see two of 
t he l i nes se em t o f o l l o w i n f l at i on p r e t t y wel l o v e r 
t i m e . However, t h e b i d p r i c e i n d e x , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s 
t h e b i d s t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a uses t o b u i l d our p r o j e c t s , 
has es c a l a t e d a t a d r a m a t i c r at e i n c o m p a r i s o n t o 
o v e r a l l i n f l a t i o n . The r e s u l t of t h i s i s a l o s s of 
b u y i n g power of about $1.6 b i l l i o n s i n c e 2002, and 
t h a t ' s t h e im p a c t j u s t i n s t a b l e f u n d i n g of what t h e 
d o l l a r d o e s n ' t buy t o d a y t h a t i t d i d e i g h t y e a r s ago. 

C u r r e n t l y , i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , 74 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
motor l i c e n s e f u n d ' s highway and b r i d g e o p e r a t i n g 
budget i s spent on c o n t r a c t s w i t h p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y . 
We want t o emphasize t h a t , because a l o t of p e o p l e 
don't r e a l i z e t h a t most of t h e work t h a t PennDOT does 
i s c o m p l e t e d , whether i t ' s d e s i g n or c o n s t r u c t i o n , by 
p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y , and i t has a major i m p a c t on our 
s t a t e and l o c a l economies. 

A c r o s s P e n n s y l v a n i a , because of i n a d e q u a t e 
f u n d i n g f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , we r e a l l y had t o r e f o c u s 
our program. I n 2001 and 2004 TIP, about 25 p e r c e n t 
o f PennDOT's r e s o u r c e s were s p e n t i m p r o v i n g and a d d i n g 
c a p a c i t y t o our highway system. You can see ov e r t h e 
l a s t f i v e TIP c y c l e s , each t i m e PennDOT has had t o 
r educe t ha t dramat i c a l l y and re d i r e c t t h e f unds t o 
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m a i n t a i n our e x i s t i n g s y s tem. The c u r r e n t TIP has 
5 p e r c e n t , o n l y 5 p e r c e n t of our money g o i n g t o 
im p r o v e , meaning a d d i n g c a p a c i t y t o our e x i s t i n g 
s y s t e m , and t h a t number w i l l l i k e l y c o n t i n u e t o 
d e c l i ne movi ng f o r w a r d as we re d i r e c t do l l a r s t o t he 
m a i n t e n a n c e of t h e e x i s t i n g 40,000 m i l e s of highway 
and 25,000 s t a t e b r i d g e s . 

A c t 44, w h i c h was e n a c t e d i n 2007, p r e s e n t e d a 
new f u n d i n g s o u r c e f o r PennDOT. I t g e n e r a t e d , 
b a s i c a l l y , $950 m i l l i o n p e r y e a r , but t h e adv a n t a g e 
was i t a l s o i n c r e a s e d w i t h i n f l a t i o n o v e r t i m e . T h i s 
f u n d i n g was p r o v i d e d by t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e 
Commi s s i o n and i t re q u i r e d appr o v a l o f t he f e der a l 
government t o t o l l I n t e r s t a t e 80. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , as 
ev e r y o n e knows, I80 i s not g o i n g t o be t o l l e d . The 
f e d e r a l government r e j e c t e d t h e a p p l i c a t i o n , and 
because o f t h a t . A c t 44 r e q u i r e d t h a t t h e f u n d i n g 
l e v e l would drop t o $450 m i l l i o n p e r y e a r , r a t h e r t h a n 
950 and g r o w i n g , and t h a t would r e m a i n c o n s t a n t f o r 
the n e x t 4 6 y e a r s . 

A c r o s s P e n n s y l v a n i a , d r a m a t i c improvements 
have been happe n i ng t o our t r ans po r t a t i o n s ys t em 
c o n d i t i o n s , d e s p i t e t he f u n d i n g c h a l l e n g e s . Over t h e 
p a s t two deca d e s , we f o c u s e d on p a v i n g and r e s u r f a c i n g 
o ur h i ghways and have s een a de c r e as e f r om 1 9 9 6 of 
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18,000 m i l e s of highway i n poor c o n d i t i o n t o about a 
l i t t l e o v e r 8,000 t o d a y , so t h a t ' s a s i g n i f i c a n t 
i n c r e a s e o v e r t i m e . I want t o draw your a t t e n t i o n , 
t h o u g h , t o t h e d i f f e r e n c e between 2008 and 2009. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h a t t r e n d has t u r n e d i n the o p p o s i t e 
d i re c t i on and we t i c k e d up a l i t t l e b i t and a c t u a l l y 
adde d mor e p oor mi l e s o f r oad t han we re moved f r om t he 
s y s t e m , and i f t h e f u n d i n g c o n d i t i o n c o n t i n u e s , t h a t 
w i l l l i k e l y get more d r a m a t i c and worse. 

S i m i l a r l y , f o r s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , 
we've had improvement o v e r t h e l a s t number of y e a r s , 
but what I do want t o draw your a t t e n t i o n t o i s t h a t 
from 2002 u n t i l 2008, we a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e d t h e number 
0 f s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e nt b r i dges becaus e we wer e not 
1 nve s t i ng enough money remov i ng s t r u c t ur a l l y def i c i ent 
b r i d g e s f rom t h e s ys t em q u i c k e r t han o l d e r b r i dges 
were becoming s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . 

W i t h t h e i n c r e a s e s i n f u n d i n g from A c t 44, 
some a d d i t i o n a l bond r e v e n u e s and o t h e r i n v e s t m e n t s , 
PennDOT a d o p t e d our a c c e l e r a t e d b r i d g e program, and 
t h a t number peaked a t 6,000 i n 2008, and now we've 
r e d u c e d i t t o 5600 b e g i n n i n g t h i s y e a r , and t h a t 
number s h o u l d c o n t i nue t o d e c r e as e under t h e c u r r e n t 
b r i d g e s under c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

I want t o draw your a t t e n t i o n , t h o u g h , t h a t 
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becaus e o f A c t 4 4 f a i l i ng or no t p r o v i d i ng t he f unds 
t h a t we e x p e c t e d , we have 441 un f u n d e d highway and 
b r i d g e p r o j e c t s a c r o s s t he s t at e t hat a r e a t r i s k o f 
not b e i n g f u n d e d . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , we showed t h e good t h a t can 
happen w i t h i n c r e a s e d i n v e s t m e n t i n b r i d g e s . T h i s 
g r a p h has two l i n e s on i t , a g r e e n and a y e l l o w . The 
gree n i n d i c a t es what we had e x p e c t ed t o do wi t h A c t 44 
f unds and ot her b r i dges t h r o u g h a heavy i nves t me nt 
b r i d g e p r ogr am i n dr i v i ng our number of s t r u c t u r a l l y 
d e f i c i ent b r i dges t o 1 2 pe r c e nt of t he n a t i o n a l - -
12 p e r c e n t v e r s u s t h e n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e o f 8 p e r c e n t by 
2033. We would s t i l l have about 3,000 s t r u c t u r a l l y 
d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , b ut i t would be a s i g n i f i c a n t 
improvement o v e r t o d a y . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e y e l l o w l i n e i n d i c a t e s what 
we e x p e c t t o happen now w i t h o u t t h e f u n d i n g o f A c t 44. 
That t r e n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o show an improvement, but 
t h e n w e ' l l c o n t i n u e t o worsen as t h e b r i d g e s age and 
d e t e r i o r a t e . C u r r e n t l y , P e n n s y l v a n i a has more 
s t r u c t u r a l l y de f i c i e nt b r i dge s t han any s t a t e i n t he 
n a t i o n . 

I n 2006, t he T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g and Reform 
Commission, w h i c h was a b i p a r t i s a n c o m m i s s i o n t h a t was 
d e v e l o p e d and c o m m i s s i o n e d by Go v e r n o r R e n d e l l t o 
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e s t i m a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs a c r o s s t he s t a t e , 
r e l e a s e d a r e p o r t t h a t s a i d we had $1.7 b i l l i o n i n 
unf u n d e d a n n u a l needs. I f you r e c a l l . A c t 44 f o l l o w e d 
t h a t and p r o v i d e d about h a l f of t h a t . Today, t h e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng s t u d y t h a t was co mpl et ed 
e a r l i e r t h i s ye a r by t he T r a n s p o r t at i on A d v i s o r y 
Commi t t ee i s s ue d a f i n a l r epo r t t h a t s a i d t h a t t hat 
d o l l a r ne ed i n c r e as e has i n c r eas ed t o about 
3.5 b i l l i o n p e r y e a r s t a t e w i d e , and t h a t ' s b r o k e n down 
v e r y q u i c k l y h e r e from highway and b r i d g e , 2.5; p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , about 500; and l o c a l governments, 432. 

F u r t h e r b r e a k i n g down t h e highway i n 
pavements, b r i d g e s , c o n g e s t i o n management, s a f e t y , and 
c a p a c i t y -- because we've l o o k e d a t t h i s . T h i s r e p o r t 
was ve r y t ho rough and i n d i c a t ed t h a t a d d i t i o n a l 
i nve s t ment needs t o be made i n your s y s t em t o ens ur e a 
good economy moving f o r w a r d . We need t o get back t o 
d o i n g s ome s y s t em enhancement s t h a t s u p p o r t r e g i o n a l 
g r o w t h . 

Now I want t o t a l k ve r y b r i e f l y abo ut t he 
r e g i o n a l i m p a c t t o D i s t r i c t 11. Ar o u n d t he r e g i o n , 
s i m i l a r l y , we have some pavement needs and b r i d g e 
needs t ha t a r e no t a b l e t o be addr es s ed and s ome t h a t 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y b l e w up d u r i n g t h i s v e r y t o u g h w i n t e r , 
and we a d d r e s s e d them under an emergency b a s i s , and 
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f o r f a r t o o l o n g we've had t o r e a c t because t h e sy s t e m 
i s i n a v e r y d e l i c a t e n a t u r e . 

A c r o s s our d i s t r i c t , we have 565 s t r u c t u r a l l y 
d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . T h a t ' s s i g n i f i c a n t . Out of 1800, 
i t ' s about o n e - t h i r d of our b r i d g e s a r e s t r u c t u r a l l y 
d e f i c i e n t . What we're d o i n g t o f i x t h e b r i d g e s -¬
t h i s s l i d e i n d i c a t e s what we had i n t e n d e d t o do. 
Under t he c u r r e n t f u n d i n g shown i n b l u e , i f A c t 44 was 
a b l e t o be r e s t o r e d , we would h o p e f u l l y be a b l e t o 
d r i v e improvement a c c o r d i n g t o the r e d l i n e , and t h e 
gree n l i ne s hows our go a l t h a t we es t a b l i shed at t he 
b e g i n n i n g of t h e a c c e l e r a t e d b r i d g e program i n J u l y 
o f 2008. A r o u n d t he r e g i o n , we do have 38 p o s t e d 
b r i d g e s t hat a r e i mpact ed by t h i s and we a l s o have 
f o u r b r i d g e s t h a t a r e c l o s e d . 

T a l k i n g now about h i g h w a y s , we have 554 m i l e s 
o f p o o r r i d a b i l i t y roadways t h r o u g h o u t t h e d i s t r i c t . 
And i f you see t h o s e r e d l i n e s , t h a t i n d i c a t e s a poor 
s e c t i o n , and i t ' s r e a l l y n ot s e g r e g a t e d t o any one 
a r e a . I t ' s a c r o s s a l l n e t w o r k s , but c e r t a i n l y and 
most d r a m a t i c a l l y on t h e l o w e s t - l e v e l n e t w o r k s . Our 
i n t e r s t a t e s and our h i g h e r - l e v e l n e t w o r k s , t h e y a r e 
smoother t h a n t h e l o w e r - l e v e l n e t w o r k s . 

Because o f A c t 44 and t h e money t h a t was not 
s t 

a v a i l a b l e or won't be a v a i l a b l e come J u l y 1 , we 
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have about 8 4 unf unded pr o j e c t s t h a t we had 
a n t i c i p a t e d i n c l u d i n g i n our program, f o r a v a l u e of 
about $216 m i l l i o n . 

O v e r a l l , w i t h b r i d g e and pavement needs, we 
e s t i mat e t h a t o ur re g i o n a l ne ed i s $ 4 6 9 m i l l i on 
a n n u a l l y , and our c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l a l l o w s us t o 
i nve s t a r ound 2 9 5 mi l l i on f or a s h o r t f a l l o f abo ut 
50 p e r c e n t , 174 m i l l i o n . I t ' s v e r y d r a m a t i c i n 
r e a l i t y , and, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , as t i m e goes on w i t h t h a t 
d e f e r r e d m a i n t e n a n c e and u n d e r i n v e s t m e n t , t h a t 
c h a l l e n g e becomes g r e a t e r . 

J u s t b r e a k i n g i t down v e r y b r i e f l y a r o u n d t h e 
r e g i o n , we j u s t wanted t o h i t on t h e f a c t t h a t we have 
th e t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s . P o r t A u t h o r i t y , B e a v e r County 
T r a n s i t , and New C a s t l e A r e a T r a n s i t i n our d i s t r i c t 
and j us t s ho wing what t h e i r r i d e r s h i p i s and t he i r 
s t a t e o p e r a t i n g a s s i s t a n c e , w h i c h c e r t a i n l y i s 
i m p a c t e d by f u n d i n g d e c i s i o n s t h a t a r e made. 

I n t h e ne a r term, c e r t a i n l y f o r PennDOT, t h e 
a b i l i t y t o gene r a t e new re venue and s t a b i l i z e our 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys t e m and addre s s t he 50 0 mi l l i o n 
f u n d i n g gap and t h e n , c e r t a i n l y , we need a phased 
l o n g - t e r m s t r a t e g y , because h o n e s t l y , t h e b e s t 
d e c i s i o n s c a n ' t be made on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n v e s t m e n t 
when you do not know what n e x t y e a r ' s budget i s g o i n g 
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t o be. And a l o n g e r - t e r m i n v e s t m e n t need 
e s t a b l i s h i n g , c e r t a i n l y , a new t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g 
framework t o e n s u r e s u s t a i n a b l e m o b i l i t y . P r e d i c t a b l e 
and s us t a i n a b l e f u n d i ng re s o u r c e s s o t h a t we can do 
t h a t good p l a n n i n g . And t h e n m ajor e l e m e n t s , you 
know, t h a t c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d t h e r e would be p o s s i b l y 
a d i r e c t u s e r pay system, whether i t ' s b a s e d on 
v e h i c l e m i l e t r a v e l e d f e e , t o l l i n g o p t i o n s . 
C e r t a i n l y , t h e r e might be a component f o r 
p u b l i c / p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s , s t r a t e g i c b o r r o w i n g 
t h a t ' s done w i t h a l o n g - t e r m a p p r o a c h i n mind and 
l o c a l o p t i o n t a x e s . And I do say c a r e f u l l y on 
s t r a t e g i c b o r r o w i n g , because a number of our 
n e i g h b o r i ng s t a t e s a r e s uf f e r i ng t he cons eque nce s o f 
not h a v i ng s t r a t e g i c bo r r o wing and have s appe d a l l of 
t h e i r a v a i l a b l e r e s o u r c e s f o r m a i n t e n a n c e p r o j e c t s , 
w h i c h P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r t u n a t e l y has not done. 

T h i s i s j us t a s l i de of s o me a d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n , and t h a t c o n c l u d e s my p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. Next we 
have -- you can s t a y t h e r e f o r q u e s t i o n s , b ut w e ' l l 
have J o s e p h S z c z u r from D i s t r i c t 12, who w i l l g i v e a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n on D i s t r i c t 12. 

Joe? 
MR. SZCZUR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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Good m o r n i n g , e v e r y b o d y . I ' l l b r i e f l y go t h r o u g h some 
o f t he s ame i n f or mat i on t h a t Dan had w i t h r e g a r d t o 
f u n d i n g needs i n our a r e a . S i m i l a r s l i d e s . You saw 
s ome o f t he d e p i c t i o ns ear l i e r of s ome o f t he ro adway 
and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and b r i d g e needs. We have been 
d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s f o r many, many y e a r s now. 

From a s t r u c t ur a l l y d e f i c i ent s t andpo i nt i n 
our neck of the woods, i n our f o u r - c o u n t y a r e a o f 
Wa s h i n g t o n , Westmoreland, F a y e t t e , and Greene 
C o u n t i e s , we c u r r e n t l y have 648 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t 
b r i d g e s . Now, t h i s i s down from a h i g h of 725 back 
i n 2008. We had changed our i n v e s t m e n t s t r a t e g i e s and 
b r o k e n our program down, e s p e c i a l l y when i t l o o k s a t 
b r i d g e s , i n t o a s p e c i f i c s t r a t e g y on our major 
b r i d g e s , our s m a l l e r b r i d g e s , and t h e n e v e r y t h i n g i n 
between. 

We c u r r ent l y have - - out o f t he 6 48 
s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , 32 of t h o s e a r e on 
i n t e r s t a t e , 19 on t h e n a t i o n a l highway s y s t e m , and the 
r e m a i n d e r on t h e l o w e r p r i o r i t y n e t w o r k s . We have 
about 2 3 6 0 b r i d g e s i n o ur f o u r - count y a r ea t o go a l ong 
wi t h o ur n e a r l y 3 9 0 0 mi l es of t r a n s po r t a t i o n h i ghway 
t h a t we're r e s p o n s i b l e f o r . N i n e of our b r i d g e s a r e 
c l o s e d ; 158 of our b r i d g e s a r e p o s t e d , t h r e e of w h i c h 
a r e p o s t e d a t 3 t o n s . 
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Wi t h re g a r d t o f i x i ng o u r s t r u c t u r a l l y 
d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , I had m e n t i o n e d we a r e a t a h i g h of 
725 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . N e a r l y one out of 
e v e r y t h r ee of our b r i dges pe r c e n t age - wi s e was 
s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t , and we have a l o n g way t o go 
wi t h r e g a r d t o t r y i ng t o d r i v e our p r ogr am do wn t o get 
nea r t h e n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e of 10 p e r c e n t . However, we 
have changed our i nves t ment s t r at e g i e s a l ong t he way 
t o do t h a t . 

Near l y 7 0 pe r c e nt of our t r a n s po r t a t i on f unds 
i n o u r f o u r - count y a r e a t h r o u g h t he l a s t 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n improvement p l a n c y c l e , f o r t h e n e x t 
c y c l e , and i n d e f i n i t e f u t u r e i s g o i n g t o be d e d i c a t e d 
t o w a r d s s t r u c t u r e s , b o t h r e p l a c e m e n t s , 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n s , and p r e s e r v a t i o n work. We c u r r e n t l y 
have 43 p r o j e c t s under c o n s t r u c t i o n , 24 of t h o s e 
r e p l aceme nt and 1 9 a r e r e h a b i l i t at i on and 
p r e s e r v a t i o n - t y p e work. 

We have 40 b r i d g e s , a l s o , t h a t have been b i d 
t hat a r e i n t he des i gn phas e of t he d e s i gn/ b u i l d/ 
c o n t r a c t i n g p r o c e s s . We have r e a l l y t a k e n a d v a ntage 
o f t h a t b i d d i ng t e c h n i que t o t r y t o h e l p expe d i t e t he 
p r o j e c t d e l i v e r y . Us, a l o n g w i t h t h e c o n s u l t i n g and 
c o n t r a c t i n g community, have r e a l l y championed t h a t 
e f f o r t and i t has been p r o v e n v e r y s u c c e s s f u l . 
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You can see, s i m i l a r t o what Dan had 
e x p l a i n e d , b o t h s t a t e w i d e and r e g i o n i n D i s t r i c t 11, 
our t r e n d s a r e t h e same. We a r e making some p r o g r e s s , 
b u t , a g a i n , w i t h t he s h o r t f a l l s t h a t we a n t i c i p a t e 
o c c u r r i n g , a c t u a l l y o c c u r r i n g w i t h A c t 44 g o i n g away 
on us, we're g o i n g t o be a b l e t o c o n t i n u e t o make some 
improvements f o r t he n e x t y e a r , and t h e n we're g o i n g 
t o see b o t h of t h o s e c u r v e s go up. 

S i m i l a r l y , w i t h r e g a r d t o our highway system, 
we have 655 m i l e s of poor r o a d . Three o f t h o s e a r e on 
our i n t e r s t a t e s , seven a r e on our n a t i o n a l highway 
sy s t e m , t h e r e m a i n d e r o f w h i c h i s on our s e c o n d a r y 
systems and l o w e r p r i o r i t y t r a f f i c r o u t e s . The 
c o n c e r n h e r e i s t hat as f u n d i ng l e v e l -- we wi l l have 
t o mai nt a i n our - - 6 5 t o 7 0 p e r c e n t o f o ur 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on f unds i n t o b r i dges i s t he i m p a c t t h a t 
t h a t ' s g o i n g t o have on us b e i n g a b l e t o m a i n t a i n some 
semblance of a pavement management c y c l e , pavement 
management s t r a t e g i e s , b o t h on the i n t e r s t a t e s , on the 
n a t i o n a l highway system, and on t h e r e m a i n i n g p o r t i o n 
o f our netw o r k . 

The i mpact o f t he l os s of t he po t ent i a l 
r eve nue t hat co u l d have be en ge ner at e d by A c t 4 4 i n 
our r e g i o n , i n our f o u r - c o u n t y a r e a s , was 412 m i l l i o n , 
r e s u l t i n g i n 25 un f u n d e d p r o j e c t s c u r r e n t l y , a l a r g e 
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m i x t u r e , a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f w h i c h were b r i d g e s . And, 
a g a i n , i n our f o u r - c o u n t y a r e a , our e s t i m a t e d r e g i o n a l 
need i s 335 m i l l i o n . C u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l i s 
200 m i l l i o n , so we a r e at a s h o r t f a l l i n our neck of 
t h e woods of 135 m i l l i o n . 

Then a g a i n , w i t h t h e t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s t h a t we 
a r e w o r k i n g w i t h and t h a t a r e i n our f o u r - c o u n t y a r e a , 
F a y e t t e A r e a C o o r d i n a t e d T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , t h e C i t y o f 
W a s h i n g t o n , M i d Mon V a l l e y T r a n s i t , and the 
W e stmoreland County A u t h o r i t y , you can see from t h e i r 
a n n u a l r i der s h i p and t h e i r oper at i ng r e v e n u e s and a l so 
how t h a t i s b r o k e n down and a l s o where i t i s not 
n e a r l y where i t needs t o be wi t h r e g a r d t o he l p i ng 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs i n our r e g i o n . 

That i s a b r i e f o v e r v i e w o f t he p a r t i c u l a r 
s t a t i s t i c s from t h e D i s t r i c t 12 r e g i o n . I t h i n k t h a t 
c o n c l u d e s b o t h Dan and I's p r e s e n t a t i o n , so, 
Mr. Chairman, w e ' l l throw i t back t o you. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. Thank you. 
C h a i rman R i ck G e i s t ? 

REP. GEIST: For b o t h of you f e l l o w s , 
t hro ughout t he s t at e we have s e en a l ot of b r i dges 
t h a t a r e e i t h e r c l o s e d or w e i g h t l i m i t e d t o 3-, up t o 
10,000 pounds, and a l o n g w i t h each of t h o s e , t h e r e a r e 
d e t o u r s f o r t r u c k s t h a t c a n ' t use t h o s e f a c i l i t i e s . 
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C o u l d you e l a b o r a t e a l i t t l e on t h a t , 
e s pe c i a l l y down i n t he a r e a whe re you guys h a u l co a l 
and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t ? There i s a r e a l c o s t t o t h a t . 

MR. SZCZUR: Yes, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . I n our 
neck o f t h e woods, i n our f o u r - c o u n t y a r e a , out of the 
43 p r o j e c t s t h a t we c u r r e n t l y have under c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
we have -- 13 o f t h o s e a r e under d e t o u r , and combined, 
i t ' s about 104 m i l e s ' w o r t h o f d e t o u r t h a t t r a f f i c has 
t o n a v i gat e t o ge t a r o u n d t he c l os ed det our - - c l o s ed 
b r i d g e . 

MR. CESSNA: S i m i l a r i n D i s t r i c t 11. We 
have 81 b r i d g e s under c o n s t r u c t i o n t h i s y e a r . 
Four t e en of t he m have d e t o u r s and we e s t i mat e about 
200 m i l e s ' w o r t h of d e t o u r s t h a t f o l k s a r e on. Some 
of t h o s e v a r y i n l e n g t h from s i x months t o a y e a r . 

REP. GEIST: To e l a b o r a t e on t h e 
q u e s t i o n , how many o f t h o s e b r i d g e s t h a t you have 
w e i g h t l i m i t e d , s ay, from 10 t o n s down where t r u c k s 
must d e t o u r because t h e y c a n ' t c r o s s i t , have you 
a n a l yz ed what t he de t o u r s a r e and what t he co s t s a r e? 
We've had t h e t r u c k i n g i n d u s t r y t e s t i f y a t two 
d i f f e r e n t h e a r i n g s about t h e l a r g e c o s t t o them, 
e s p e c i a l l y on d e l i v e r i e s . 

MR. SZCZUR: We have not a n a l y z e d t h a t , 
but we can i m a g i n e t h a t t h e i m p a c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: L o u d e r , p l e a s e . 
MR. SZCZUR: J u s t t o r e p e a t t h e answer t o 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t ' s q u e s t i o n , w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e 
det o u r ro u t e s t he t r u c k i ng i n d u s t r y has t o ne got i at e 
as a r e s u l t of our p o s t i n g , we don't have t h a t 
s t a t i s t i c , b ut i t i s phenomenal. I t i s phenomenal. 
A n y t i m e you a f f e c t commerce, y o u ' r e a l s o a f f e c t i n g 
l o c a l s e r v i c e s , s c h o o l bus, emergency s e r v i c e s . I t i s 
a s i g n i f i c a n t , s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t . 

MR. CESSNA: The f o u r b r i d g e s t h a t have 
c l os u r es or r e s t r i c t i ons o f 3 and 1 0 t ons i n D i s t r i c t 
11 a r e on low c o m m e r c i a l r o u t e s . I don't t h i n k t h e 
im p a c t i s q u i t e as g r e a t f o r c o m m e r c i a l t r a v e l , but 
c e r t a i n l y t h e o t h e r 3 4 t h a t a r e re s t r i c t ed ar e 
i m p a c t i n g t r a v e l . 

REP. GEIST: One l a s t q u e s t i o n on t h e 
same v e i n . I know t h a t l o c a l government has a r e a l 
p r o b l e m . You do a g r e a t j o b of a n a l y z i n g t h e 
s t r u c t u r e s o n t he s t at e sys t e m and s t a y i ng up t o s peed 
w i t h i t . We're t r y i n g t o a s c e r t a i n i n e i t h e r of your 
d i s t r i c t s , have you done a p l a n o m e t r i c a n a l y s i s of 
b r i d g e s , i n m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , t h a t a r e 20 f e e t and 
under, and have you h e l p e d them i n any way, e s p e c i a l l y 
t h e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h a t don't have e n g i n e e r s , i n s p e c t 
any of t hose s t r u c t u r e s ? 
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We keep get t i ng f e edback about how many a r e 
o l d , o l d s t r u c t u r e s and a r e p a r t o f t h e s t a t e t h a t a r e 
i n v e r y bad shape i n m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . Have t h e 
d i s t r i c t s do ne a nyt h i ng at a l l t o h e l p l o c a l 
gove rnment o ut i n do i ng t h a t i n v e n t or y and f i n d i ng out 
wher e t he y a r e ? 

MR. CESSNA: I ' l l go f i r s t and say t h a t 
we have d e a l t wi t h t hos e o n a cas e - by- cas e bas i s when 
i s s u e s a r i s e . We c e r t a i n l y don't have t h e r e s o u r c e s 
o r t he s t a f f t o e nde avo r upon d o i ng t hat whol es a l e 
a c r o s s t h e r e g i o n . We d i d , however, j u s t i d e n t i f y -¬
c u r r e n t l y s t a t e w i d e , PennDOT i s d e v e l o p i n g t h e 
l i n k i n g , p l a n n i n g , and need e f f o r t as p a r t of our 
smart t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and, w o r k i n g w i t h t h e 23 
p l a n n i n g r e g i o n s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , have i d e n t i f i e d 
t h a t as a need, as s o m e t h i n g we need t o a d d r e s s i n the 
ne x t s eve r a l ye a r s as p a r t of t he wor k programs t ha t 
t h e r e g i o n s a r e d e v e l o p i n g . 

So we h a v e n ' t d e t e r m i n e d y e t how we're g o i n g 
t o do t h a t o r t h e r e s o u r c e s r e q u i r e d , b ut i t i s 
so m e t h i n g we know needs a d d r e s s e d . 

MR. SZCZUR: To b u i l d upon t h a t , we a r e 
a l s o l i m i t e d i n manpower and r e s o u r c e s ; however, where 
we do l end a he l p i ng hand t o t he muni c i p a l i t i es i s 
e s p e c i a l l y w i t h s t r u c t u r e s of 20 f e e t and l e s s . A l o t 
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o f t h o s e b r i d g e s don't need t o be b r i d g e s anymore. 
B u i l d a box c u l ve r t and p i pe s ys t e m and t he y can be 
r e p l a c e d e a s i l y , and so we have done t h a t . We have 
put t h a t i n p l a c e i n our m a i n t e n a n c e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

And we a c t u a l l y have a s mal l b r i dge p i l o t 
i n i t i a t i v e t h a t ' s g o i n g on r i g h t now i n Westmoreland 
County. We have t h r e e c o n t r a c t s s i d e by s i d e of seven 
b r i d g e s each. We've l i s t e n e d t o t h e c o n t r a c t i n g 
i ndus t r y and t r i e d t o t ake advant age of s ome of t he i r 
needs and t h e economies of s c a l e , and so as we're 
g o i n g t h r o u g h t h i s p r o c e s s , we a r e l e a r n i n g d a i l y 
about how t o c o r r e c t i s s u e s l i k e t h a t and we pass t h a t 
e x p e r t i s e on t o m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h r o u g h 
our o u t r e a c h and our m u n i c i p a l s e r v i c e s u n i t . 

Same d e a l when we're d e a l i n g w i t h any roadway 
i s s u e s or s l i d e i s s u e s , how t o f i x t h o s e p r e t t y 
r e a d i l y a t a l o w cos t s o we can t r y t o a t l eas t have 
t hem mai n t a i n a h a n d l e on t he i r l o c a l t r ans po r t a t i o n 
i s s u e s , b ut we do e m p a t h i z e w i t h t h e l o c a l 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . T h e i r c h a l l e n g e s a r e g r e a t e r t h a n 
o u r s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a ? 
REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 
Gentlemen, I want t o thank you f o r t e s t i f y i n g 
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t o d a y . P a r t i c u l a r l y , I want t o thank Dan, not o n l y 
b e c a u s e he's i n our d i s t r i c t , b ut he's one of my 
c o n s t i t u e n t s . You guys have a d i f f i c u l t t a s k w i t h 
l i m i t e d money. 

One of t h e q u e s t i o n s I have f o r you, when you 
d e t e r m i n e what we're g o i n g t o do w i t h r o a d s , what 
d i f f e r ence does i t make be t we en i f yo u ceme nt or 
a s p h a l t ? 

MR. CESSNA: How d i d we make t h a t 
d e t e rmi n a t i o n? Of t e nt i mes we l ook at t h e e x i s t i ng 
highway. I f i t ' s an a s p h a l t r o a d , g e n e r a l l y we're 
l o o k i n g a t whether i t can s i m p l y be m i l l e d and 
r e s u r f a c e d , whether i t needs t o be r e c o n s t r u c t e d . I f 
i t needs t o be r e c o n s t r u c t e d , t h e n we would make a 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n on what pavement t y p e i t s h o u l d be, 
whet he r i t be a l i f e c y c l e co s t a n a l ys i s or l o o k i ng at 
t h i n g s l i k e c o n s t r u c t a b i l i t y . 

I n t h e P i t t s b u r g h u r b a n r e g i o n , o f t e n t i m e s our 
pave me nt d e c i s i ons a r e bas ed on t he i mpact of ho w l ong 
we can a c t u a l l y c l os e o r r e s t r i c t a l ane or a s e c t i on 
of highway t o get t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n done. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you. S p e a k i n g of 
l a n e c l o s u r e , we have a l o t o f t h a t i n t h i s r e g i o n , 
and I a p p r e c i at e t ha t you cons i der event s t h a t a r e 
g o i n g on i n the c i t y when s h u t t i n g down the r o a d s . I 
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t h i n k i t makes a b i g d i f f e r e n c e . 
A g a i n , I t h i n k you do a g r e a t j o b . I t h i n k 

t he o n l y mis t ake you e v e r made was g i v i n g me your c e l l 
phone, because I can c a l l you on S a t u r d a y s and 
Sundays, but I want t o p e r s o n a l l y thank you. You've 
a l w a y s been v e r y r e s p o n s i b l e whenever I've c a l l e d . 
Thank you and your s t a f f . 

MR. CESSNA: No p r o b l e m . Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f 

P y l e . 
REP. PYLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Joe, good t o see you a g a i n . 
Mr. Chairman, b e f o r e I ask my q u e s t i o n , I want 

t o g i v e my t h a n k s t o Mr. S z c z u r . I u n d e r s t a n d we j u s t 
had a v e r y good outcome on b i d s t o r e p l a c e t h e 356 
b r i d g e , and I'm s u r e your o f f i c e ' s due d i l i g e n c e has 
had a l o t t o do w i t h t h a t , and I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

MR. SZCZUR: Thank you. 
REP. PYLE: You had m e n t i o n e d i n your 

f u n d i ng s che me t he needs o f mas s t r a n s i t f o r 
a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g . My q u e s t i o n f o r you i s , g i v e n 
what a p p e a r s t o be a v e r y t o u g h d e c i s i o n , r o a d s , 
b r i d g e s , or b u s e s , have you e v e r a n a l y z e d what t h e 
l o c a l c o u n t y s h a r es a r e fo r mai nt a i n i ng t he v a r i ous 
mass t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s ? I've r e a d s t u d i e s where s t a t e s 
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range from M i n n e s o t a , where t h e s t a t e p i c k s up n e a r l y 
t h e e n t i r e t a b f o r mass t r a n s i t , t o s t a t e s t h a t d r i v e 
o ut s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s f u n d i n g t han P enns y l v a n i a do es 
f o r mass t r a n s i t . 

What I'm l o o k i n g f o r h e r e , g e n t l e m e n , i s some 
t ype o f as se s sment t hat wi l l g i ve us a r epo r t c a r d of 
s o r t s as t o whe t h e r l o c a l gover nme nt s a r e d o i ng t he i r 
s h a r e s t o m a i n t a i n t h e mass t r a n s i t s y s t em. 

MR. SZCZUR: We would need t o c o o r d i n a t e 
t h a t w i t h t h e e x p e r t s when i t comes t o t r a n s i t . 

REP. PYLE: I'm s o r r y t o i n t e r r u p t , b ut 
the one q u e s t i o n t h a t jumped up o f f t h e s c r e e n a t me 
when I l o oke d a t t hat i s how much we a r e c u r r ent l y 
p u t t i n g i n t o them. I'm c u r i o u s as t o what t h e b i g 
number i s . How much a r e t h e y a c t u a l l y p u t t i n g i n t o 
t hems e l ve s ? 

MR. SZCZUR: T h a t ' s a v e r y f a i r q u e s t i o n , 
and we can do s ome f o l l ow- up re s e a r c h on t h a t and get 
you t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

REP. PYLE: Much a p p r e c i a t e d . Thank you 
v e r y much, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mike C a r r o l l . 

REP. CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 
and thank you b o t h f o r your t e s t i m o n y . You two 
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g e n t l e m e n , more t h a n any o t h e r f o l k s , a r e f a m i l i a r 
i n t i m a t e l y w i t h t h e h i g h w a y / b r i d g e needs i n your 
d i s t r i c t s , and i n H a r r i s b u r g and t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e 
t her e a r e re a l l y t wo s choo l s of t hought w i t h r e s p e c t 
t o how we p r o c e e d h e r e . The one s c h o o l of t h o u g h t i s 
t hat we need t o do s ome t h i ng r i ght away t h i s y e a r and 
the o t h e r s c h o o l i s t h a t we can w a i t . 

And so my q u e s t i o n f o r each o f you, 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e f u n d i n g gap t h a t ' s c r e a t e d by t h e l o s s 
o f f unds from A c t 44, do you b e l i e v e we need t o a c t 
t h i s y e a r or do you b e l i eve we can wai t ? 

MR. CESSNA: I ' l l a d d r e s s t h a t f i r s t . I 
t h i n k we need a s o l u t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y , and t h e r e i s a 
c o u p l e re aso ns why: 

F i r s t and f o r e m o s t , we're d r i v i n g t o put as 
many t r a n s po r t a t i on pr o j e c t s on t he s t re et r i ght no w 
due t o t he d i re c o n d i t i ons of t he paveme n t s and t he 
b r i d g e s , and what's h a p p e n i n g r i g h t now i s an 
u n d e r i n v e s t m e n t i n f u t u r e p r o j e c t s . Our e n g i n e e r i n g 
r e s o u r c e s , we're not i n v e s t i n g i n e n g i n e e r i n g r i g h t 
now t o p r epare p r oj e c t s t o be r eady f or cons t r u c t i on 
i n two t o t h r e e y e a r s , and you c a n ' t d e v e l o p t h o s e 
p r o j e c t s i n s i x months. I t t a k e s a y e a r i n many 
c a s e s , sometimes t h r e e t o f o u r . So t h e l a c k of funds 
f or e n g i n e e r i ng r i ght now i s c r eat i ng a r e a l pot ent i a l 
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p r o b l e m s f o r us two y e a r s o u t . 
MR. SZCZUR: To b u i l d on t h a t comment 

t h a t Dan made, i t does need t o be i m m e d i a t e , b o t h 
w i t h i n t h e s t a t e and n a t i o n w i d e , from a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f u n d i n g s t a n d p o i n t . You r e a c h a p o i n t , whether i t ' s 
b r i d g e or a roadway and i t ge t s t o t he p o i n t whe re 
i t ' s s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t o r i n a c o n d i t i o n l i k e 
y o ur roadways a r e , t h a t t h e d e t e r i o r a t i o n goes i n an 
e x p o n e n t i a l r a t e . I t goes beyond what we can do from 
a p r e s e r v a t i o n s t a n d p o i n t , and when t h a t happens, a l l 
t hat r es u l t s i n i s a d d i t i o n a l cos t s wi t h re g a r d t o how 
much i t i s g o i n g t o t a k e t o e i t h e r f i x t h a t r o a d , 
r e p l a c e t h a t b r i d g e , or f i x t h a t b r i d g e , and so i t 
cannot happen soon enough. 

Our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n s r i g h t now, a l l we end 
up d o i n g , b o t h Dan and m y s e l f and our o t h e r 
c o u n t e r p a r t s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , i s we make d e c i s i o n s 
what l o u s y b r i d g e or what c r u m b l i n g r o a d we c a n ' t get 
t o o v e r t h e n e x t f o u r y e a r s o r two y e a r s . Even from a 
ma i n t e nance s t a n d p o i nt w i t h t he way o u r mai nt enance 
b u d g e t s have been c u t ov e r t h e l a s t t h r e e y e a r s , i t ' s 
r e a l l y s t a r t i ng t o put s t r a i n o n k e e p i ng our roadways 
not o n l y i n a d e c e n t s t a t e or c o n d i t i o n , b ut a l s o i n a 
s a f e s t a t e o r c o n d i t i o n . 

REP. CARROLL: I s h a r e your v i e w . The 
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b e s t e v i dence o f t h a t i s t he s l i de s you had wi t h 
r e s p e c t t o p r o j e c t s t h a t wi l l be not f unded wi t h 
r e g a r d t o t h e l o s s o f funds from A c t 44. Those 
s ent i ment s were e cho ed at a l l t he h e a r i n g s we had 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e , and i t r e a l l y h i g h l i g h t s t h e 
need t o b a c k f i l l t h a t l e v e l o f f u n d i n g , i f not go 
beyond t h a t , so I thank you f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, g e n t l e m e n . 
I j u s t want t o p o i nt out t he s l i de t h a t you 

had t he map w i t h a l l t he d e f i c i ent b r i dges marke d as 
r e d d o t s , I've been c a l l i n g t h a t t h e m e a s l e s map 
arou n d t h e s t a t e , b ecause i f you l o o k at i t , i t l o o k s 
l i k e t h e map has m e a s l e s , but t h o s e a r e a l l t h e many, 
many, j u s t hundreds and t h o u s a n d s , i n some c a s e s , 
d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s t h a t we have i n our r e g i o n s h e r e . 

So, v e r y good t e s t i m o n y . A p p r e c i a t e i t v e r y 
much, and thank you f o r coming t o d a y . 

MR. CESSNA: Thank you. 
MR. SZCZUR: Thank you. 
CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: The C h a i r wo u l d l i ke 

t o r e c o g n i z e H e i d i Tappe and N i c k D e m i c h e l i , who a r e 
here r epr ese n t i ng Re p r e s ent at i ve C h e l s ea Wagner f ro m 
the South S i d e . They a r e i n t h e a u d i e n c e . And a l s o 
D e r i c k a from R e p r e s e n t a t i v e F r a n k e l ' s o f f i c e from 
S q u i r r e l H i l l o f P i t t s b u r g h i n A l l e g h e n y County. 
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Welcome. 
N e x t , I ' d l i k e t o b r i n g a c o u p l e of t h e n e x t 

s e v e r a l groups of f o l k s up h e r e . The P e n n s y l v a n i a 
M o t or T r u c k A s s o c i a t i o n , Ron U r i a h , my good f r i e n d 
f rom h i g h s c h o o l , my h i g h s c h o o l buddy. I s Ron he r e 
t o d a y ? Oh, t h e r e he i s . He's coming. 

I ' d a l s o l i k e t o have Mr. J e f f Pope, who i s 
r epr es ent i ng t h e P l um S e n i or Co mmuni t y Cent er A d v i s o r y 
C o u n c i l , and a l s o t h e M o n r o e v i l l e Chamber o f Commerce 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , Mr. Chad Amond, who i s t h e p r e s i d e n t , 
and w i t h him i s Joe K i r k , t h e Ex p r e s s w a y P a r t n e r s h i p 
I n i t i a t i v e s . 

So i f we c o u l d have a l l f o u r of t h o s e p e o p l e . 
There a r e f o u r s e a t s h e r e . Y o u ' l l a l l get your t i m e , 
but we've fo u n d out when we're up on a s t a g e l i k e 
t h i s , i f we b r i n g up t h r e e or f o u r at a t i m e , i t saves 
from f o l k s w a l k i n g up. I n a l o n g day, i f we can save 
f i v e m i n u t e s h e r e and t h e r e , i t makes a d i f f e r e n c e . 

Ron, how a r e you? Good t o see you. Ron and I 
were c l a s s m a t e s a t C h a r t i e r s V a l l e y H i g h S c h o o l , and 
he made a l l t he money. I ended up h e r e , b ut t h a t ' s 
good. We b o t h d i d okay. Ron i s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e 
P e n n s y l v a n i a M o tor T r u c k A s s o c i a t i o n . F i v e m i n u t e s , 
Ron, and you may p r o c e e d . 

MR. URIAH: Thank you, J o e. Good t o see 
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you. 
Good m o r n i n g , g e n t l e m e n . My name i s Ron 

U r i a h , V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f S a f e t y and R i s k Management, 
P i t t Ohio E x p r e s s , h e a d q u a r t e r e d i n P i t t s b u r g h , 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . P i t t Ohio i s an LTL t r u c k i n g company 
wi t h s eve n t e r m i n a l l o c a t i ons wi t h i n t he s t at e o f 
P e n n s y l v a n i a , e m p l o y i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1100 employees 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e Commonwealth. Chairman Markosek and 
Chairman G e i s t , I a p p r e c i a t e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak 
b e f o re t he commi t t ee on be h a l f of P i t t Ohio E x p r es s 
and t he t r u c k i n g i ndus t r y w i t h i n t he s t a t e of 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I agree t h er e i s a ne ed t o p r o v i de f u n d i ng f or 
s a f e and e f f i c i ent t r a n s po r t a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e Commonwealth. Because of t h e u n i q u e 
geography of Pe nns y l v a n i a and t he s eas o n a l i mpact o f 
t h e weather c o n d i t i o n s , t h e r e i s a d i r e need t o r e p a i r 
and m a i n t a i n t h e highway s y s t e m s , b r i d g e s , and t u n n e l s 
t hat a r e use d t o p r o v i de f or t he e f f i c i e nt and 
e f f e c t i ve de l i v e r y o f o ur ess ent i a l p r o d u c t s t o 
b u s i n e s s e s t h a t s u p p o r t our c o m m u n i t i e s . 

Many of o ur f e l l ow c i t i z ens do not re a l i z e t he 
i mpo r t ance o f mai nt a i n i ng t he t r a n s po r t a t i o n and 
h i ghway s y s t em or t he need t o p r o v i de appro p r i at e and 
cons i s t ent f u n d i ng f or i t s expans i on and co ns t ant 
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upkeep. We r e s p e c t f u l l y ask t h a t any f u n d i n g s y s t e m 
c o n s i d e r e d be a p p l i e d i n a f a i r manner. We would 
s u p p o r t an i n c r e a s e i n some s p e c i f i c a r e a s , i n c l u d i n g 
r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s and f u e l t a x , t o p r o v i d e revenue 
c r i t i c a l f or h i ghway mai nt enance and i mprovement 
p r o j e c t s . 

We a l so r es p e c t f u l l y as k f or you t o cons i de r 
t h a t such i n c r e a s e s be d i r e c t e d o n l y t o t h o s e p r o j e c t s 
and no t d i ve r t e d t o d i s c r e t i o n a r y p r o j e c t s whi ch a r e 
o u t s i de s p e c i f i c a l l y i dent i f i ed t r ans por t at i o n 
improvement p r o t e c t s . 

P i t t Ohio E x p r e s s c u r r e n t l y t r a v e l s an av e r a g e 
of 25 m i l l i o n m i l e s a y e a r on P e n n s y l v a n i a h i g h w a y s . 
I t pays a p p r o x i m a t e l y 38 c e n t s a g a l l o n i n s t a t e t a x 
on d i e s e l f u e l t o P e n n s y l v a n i a , i n a d d i t i o n t o about 
24 and a h a l f c e n t s a g a l l o n i n f e d e r a l t a x , w h i c h i s 
appo r t i oned back t o t he s t a t e s bas ed on t he number of 
m i l e s t r a v e l e d i n each s t a t e . 

T r u c k t r a n s p o r t a t i on i s and wi l l co nt i nue t o 
be e s s ent i a l t o t he P e n n s y l v a n i a e conomy and t he 
p e o p l e and commerce of t h i s g r e a t s t a t e . Our d r i v e r s 
i n P e n n s y l v a n i a p r o v i d e an av e r a g e of 2900 d e l i v e r i e s 
a day t o a l l t y p e s o f b u s i n e s s e s , i n c l u d i n g 
government, f a c t o r i e s , h o s p i t a l s , and r e t a i l s t o r e s of 
a l l t ypes of p r oduct s f rom raw mat e r i a l s t o f i n i s he d 
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goods, u s i n g a r o u n d 95,000 g a l l o n s of d i e s e l f u e l a 
week t o p r o v i de t he es s ent i a l t r a n s po r t a t i o n s er v i ce 
t o our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s . 

The t r u c k i ng i ndus t r y o p e r at e s o n l ow p r of i t 
m a r g i n s , c o u p l e d w i t h i n t e n s e r e c a p i t a l i z a t i o n c o s t s 
f or l e g i s l at i ve compl i ance f o r e q u i pment and mandat es 
f o r e n g i n e e m i s s i o n s t a n d a r d s . An i n c r e a s e o f f u e l 
t a x , r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s , or t h e l i f t i n g o f t h e cap on 
t he whol e s a l e f ue l woul d i n c r eas e expens es t o our 
o r g a n i z a t i o n and our c u s t o m e r s . Expense 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , i t i s s t i l l t h e most e q u i t a b l e 
s o l u t i o n t o a p p o r t i o n such d a u n t i n g expenses f a i r l y so 
t hat r eas o n a b l e r eve nue s wi l l be p r o v i de d f or 
e v e r ybody f o r t he p r ope r r e p a i r and m a i n t enance of our 
h i ghways and ro ads and kee p t he m i n appr opr i a t e 
c o n d i t i o n moving f o r w a r d . 

I wo u l d a l s o s ugge s t t h a t any such i n c r e as e 
cons i d e r e d woul d be i ndexe d f or i n f l a t i o n t o mai nt a i n 
t he s ame l e v e l of a n n u a l f u n d i ng and e l i m i n a t e t he 
t a s k o f c o n s t a n t l y l o o k i n g f o r revenue s o u r c e s . 

Thank you f o r t he oppor t u n i t y t o s h a r e o ur 
t hought s t oday and f or your cons i d e r a t i o n i n t ho s e 
matt e r s as you co nt i nue t o de ve l op and f orm your 
s t r a t e g y t o r e s o l v e t h i s c h a l l e n g i n g i s s u e . As 
a l w a y s , we r e m a i n a v a i l a b l e t o you at any t i m e t o 
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engage i n f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n on t h i s t o p i c . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, Ron. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mike C a r r o l l . 
REP. CARROLL: Thank you v e r y much, 

Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you f o r your t e s t i m o n y . I know i t c a n ' t 

be an eas y p r o p o s i t i on f or so me body i n t he t r u c k i ng 
i ndus t r y t o s i t a t a mi c r o pho ne l i ke t h a t and a d v o c a t e 
f o r a f u e l t a x i n c r e a s e , so I s u s p e c t t h a t your 
b u s i ne s s and ot he r s t hr oughout t he s t a t e have p r o v i ded 
t e s t i mony and made a c a l c u l at i o n t hat t h e nee d i s j u s t 
so g r e a t , t h e r e r e a l l y a r e no o t h e r c h o i c e s . 

S o I ap p r e c i a t e yo ur t a k i n g t he t ime t o be 
her e t o d a y . I t r e a l l y does h i g h l i g h t t h e need, t he 
u r g e n t need, and f o l k s l i k e P e n n s y l v a n i a M o tor 
T r u c k i n g A s s o c i a t i o n and P i t t Ohio w o u l d n ' t make a 
d e c i s i o n l i k e t h a t w i t h o u t c a r e f u l a n a l y s i s . So I 
a p p r e c i a t e t h a t a n a l y s i s and t h a t r e s u l t . Thank you. 

MR. URIAH: Thank you, s i r . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: A l l r i g h t , Ron. 

Thank you. 

Our n e x t s p e a k e r i s Mr. Chad Amond, who i s the 
p r e s i d e n t of t h e M o n r o e v i l l e A r e a Chamber o f Commerce, 
of w h i c h I am a happy member. F i v e m i n u t e s . And a l s o 
wi t h h i m i s Joe K i r k f r om t he Mon V a l l ey P a r t ner s h i p 
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I n i t i a t i v e s . And, Chad, you may p r o c e e d . 
MR. AMOND: Mr. Chairman, t h a n k you v e r y 

much f o r t he o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak. F i r s t , l e t me, i n 
t he u n i que p o s i t i on of b e i ng p r es i dent o f t he 
M o n r o e v i l l e A r e a Chamber o f Commerce, welcome you a l l 
t o M o n r o e v i l l e . I t h i n k i t ' s p a r t i c u l a r l y f i t t i n g 
t h a t we're h a v i n g one o f t h e seven t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
h e a r i n g s h e r e i n M o n r o e v i l l e , because t h i s community 
unde r s t ands v e r y wel l t he i mpor t ance of t r a n s por t at i on 
p r o j e c t s . Our growth i s a t t r i b u t e d v e r y much t o t h e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on f o r t he i nt erchange of t h e Tur n p i ke 
h e r e t h a t i s t h e P i t t s b u r g h i n t e r c h a n g e and t h e 
Parkway E a s t , and we a r e c h a l l e n g e d by our l a c k of 
adequat e t r a n s p o r t at i on i n and out of t h e c i t y and t o 
the a i r p o r t . So we u n d e r s t a n d t he i m p o r t a n c e of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o j e c t s a l l t o o w e l l . 

I d i d s ubmi t s e ven page s o f t e s t i mo ny t h a t I 
woul d p r e f e r t o s um up s o you have an oppor t u n i t y t o 
ask us a few q u e s t i o n s . I'm s u r e t h a t would p r o b a b l y 
not be s o m e t h i n g t h a t you would have a p r o b l e m w i t h . 

I n a n u t s h e l l , we say t h a t i n v e s t m e n t i n 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t ure p r o v i de s f or a d i r e c t 
and m e a s u r a b l e p o s i t i v e i m p a c t on economic g r o w t h , 
w h i c h i s c e r t a i n l y not s u r p r i s i n g t o you. T y p i c a l l y , 
I s t and i n f r o n t of commit t ee h e a r i ngs l i ke t h i s and 
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as k f o r your he l p i n p r o v i d i n g f u n d i ng f or expans i o n 
p r o j e c t s , most namely t h e M o n - F a y e t t e E x p r e s s w a y , 
w h i c h my o r g a n i z a t i o n s t i l l i s s u p p o r t i v e o f , b ut I'm 
t oday as k i ng f o r expanded f u n d i ng f or t r ans po r t a t i o n 
p r o j e c t s a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth, w h i l e at t h e same 
t i m e , a s k i n g you t o s e t i n m o t i o n a p l a n t h a t i s 
w o r k i ng t owards e x p a n d i ng and e n h a n c i ng t he 
Commonwealth's w o e f u l l y i n a d e q u a t e o v e r a l l 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s tem. 

Our f o l ks f r om PennDOT had l a i d out a l l t oo 
w e l l t he c h a l l e nges t ha t a r e be f or e us wi t h 3 and a 
h a l f b i l l i o n d o l l a r s ' w o r t h o f f u n d i n g s h o r t f a l l each 
y e a r . Those a r e w e l l documented. I'm not g o i n g t o go 
i n t o t h a t , b ut p e r h a p s maybe i t ' s summarized by s a y i n g 
t hat o ne of t he mos t f undament a l p u r p o s e s o f s t a t e 
gove rnment i s t o p r o v i de adequat e t r a n s p o r t at i on and 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , and we seem t o be f a i l i n g m i s e r a b l y at 
t h a t . 

The Chamber of Commer ce he re i n Monro e v i l l e 
a p p l auds t he mo ve t o c a l l f or a s p e c i a l s es s i on of t he 
l e g i s l a t u r e , and we hope t h a t you w i l l f i n d new and 
im p r o v e d f u n d i n g s t r a t e g i e s , f u n d i n g s t r a t e g i e s t h a t 
p r o v i de f or not j us t mai nt enance o f t he c r u m b l i ng 
roadways, b r i d g e s , and mass t r a n s i t , but a l s o f o r 
e x p a n s i o n of t h e c u r r e n t s y s t e m . Now i s r e a l l y a tim e 
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not j u s t t o p r o v i d e f o r making us a v e r a g e , but a ti m e 
f or v i s i o n s o t h a t we can b r i ng t he Commonweal t h of 
P enns y l v a n i a no t up t o a s t at e t h a t i s p r o v i d i ng 
a v e r age t r a n s po r t at i on but as a l e ade r a c r o s s t he 
s t a t e s . 

How would we do t h a t ? There a r e t h r e e a r e a s 
t h a t my o r g a n i z a t i o n would s u p p o r t : One, we b e l i e v e 
t hat an i n c r eas e i n t he o i l company f r a n c h i s e t ax i s a 
v e r y v i a b l e o p t i o n . We b e l i e v e t h a t a l s o i n c r e a s i n g 
t h e v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e -- i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h e 
v e h i c l e r e g i s t r at i on f e e i s o ne of t he l owe s t i n t he 
e n t i r e u n i o n -- i s an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r i n c r e a s e d 
f u n d i n g . And t h e n , f i n a l l y , we would s u p p o r t t h e 
r esubmi s s i on of t he pro v i s i on wi t h i n A c t 44 t o t o l l 
I n t e r s t a t e 80. I n h i s l e t t e r . S e c r e t a r y LaHood's 
d e n i a l c i r c u l at ed ar ound t he t r ans f e r of funds t o mass 
t r a n s i t . I f t h o s e f unds were r e d e d i c a t e d t o o n l y 
u p g r a d i n g I 8 0 , i t would f r e e up r e s o u r c e s , we b e l i e v e , 
a c r o s s t h e r e s t o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y stem. 

F i n a l l y , j u s t i n summary, at the c o r e , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r oj e c t s a r e a i med at r e b u i l d i ng and 
r e v i t a l i z i n g c o m m u n i t i e s . You a l l know t h a t v e r y 
w e l l . They c a n ' t happen w i t h o u t you. You have t he 
a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e f u n d i n g . That f u n d i n g d i r e c t l y 
i m p a c t s j o b s . For e v e r y b i l l i o n d o l l a r s s p e n t on a 
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highway p r o j e c t e q u a l s 30,000 j o b s . I c a n ' t i m a g i n e 
i n any d i s t r i c t a c r o s s t h i s Commonweal t h so me one who 
wo u l d n ' t l i k e t o go back and say, hey, we a r e a b l e t o 
p r o v i d e 30,000 j o b s f o r e v e r y b i l l i o n d o l l a r s t h a t ' s 
s p e n t . 

Thank you v e r y much f o r your t i m e . Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, Chad. 
Mr. Joe K i r k . 

MR. KIRK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 
w i l l summarize a c o u p l e remarks from my t e s t i m o n y . 
F i r s t , we a l l r e c o g n i z e i t as a $3.5 b i l l i o n d e f i c i t 
t hat we f ace and r e q u i r es compr ehe ns i ve s o l ut i ons 
r e g a r d i n g b o t h h i g h w a y s , b r i d g e s , and t r a n s i t . 

L e t me f o cus on two o f t he re commendat i o ns we 
have. One, t h a t we s u g g e s t a d j u s t i n g t h e o i l 
f r a n c h i s e t a x t o adj us t f o r i n f l at i on and b r i ng t h a t 
up t o t h a t l eve l s o t h a t i t r e f l e c t s what t he co s t of 
o i l i s r i g h t now; and, s e c o n d l y , I a l s o want t o say 
t hat we r e a l l y do ne ed t o r e v i s i t t he t o l l i ng of I 8 0 
and re s ubmit t h e a p p l i c a t i on t h a t r e s e r v e s a l l f unds 
f o r I 8 0 . That, we f e e l , w i l l r e t u r n back t o the 
Commonweal t h of P enns y l v a n i a s o mewher e i n t he range of 
100- t o $200 m i l l i o n . 

Thank you v e r y much. 
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CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much, 
Joe . 

B e f o r e I r e c o g n i z e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P y l e and 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l , j u s t so f o l k s know, t h e 
t o l l i ng o f any ot her i n t e r s t a t e h i ghway woul d re q u i re 
f e d e r a l a p p r o v a l a l l o v e r a g a i n , w h i c h would not 
nece s s a r i l y be as q u i ck as -- e ven i f i t was a p p r o v e d 
i n our f a v o r , w h i c h i s i n doubt, o f c o u r s e , i t would 
be q u i t e awhi l e b e f o re we woul d s e e any f unds f r om 
t h a t . 

Repr ese nt at i ve P y l e? 
REP. PYLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Amond, I'm a l s o a Chamber member i n a 
c o u p l e of c o u n t i e s . Thank you f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

T h i s wo e f u l l y i nadequat e t r a n s po r t a t i on s ys t em 
you i d e n t i f i e d , I have q u e s t i o n s about t h a t . I 
b e l i eve West mor e l and Co unt y j us t compl et ed t h e i r 
Route 22 p r o j e c t . I t ' s not i n a d e q u a t e . I t works. 
I'm a s k i n g . 

MR. AMOND: Yes, s i r . 
REP. CARROLL: I b e l i e v e your PennDOT 

d i s t r i c t e n g i ne e r s have po i nt ed out i n t he l as t p a n e l 
t h a t Mr. S z c z u r has j u s t t a c k l e d a $9 m i l l i o n b r i d g e 
r e p l a c e m e n t , t h a t was l e f t t o go f o r 20 y e a r s , 
c r o s s i ng t he A l l e ghe ny i n Fre e p o r t f r om A l l egheny 
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Township, Westmoreland. I b e l i e v e t h a t came i n 
7 m i l l i o n under s p e c u l a t i o n . 

Here i s my q u e s t i o n t o you: G i v e n t h e c h o i c e 
between t r a n s i t o r b r i d g e s , where do we put t h e money? 
There i s o n l y so much. 

MR. AMOND: I t h i n k t h a t ' s t h e S o p h i e ' s 
C h o i c e q u e s t i o n t h a t ' s b e f o r e t h e House, S e n a t e , and 
s t a t e government. 

REP. PYLE: T h a t ' s an easy d e c i s i o n f o r 
me. We don't r e l y on t r a n s i t . I would pose t he same 
q u e s t i o n : What i s t h e l o c a l s h a r e f o r t r a n s i t ? I ' d 
r a t h e r b u i l d b r i d g e s . T h a t ' s j u s t me. 

MR. AMOND: I'm h a v i n g an i n c r e d i b l y 
d i f f i c u l t t i m e h e a r i n g you, s i r . I'm h e a r i n g an echo. 
I'm not h e a r i n g t h e q u e s t i o n . 

REP. PYLE: I j u s t wanted t o know i f 
you've done an a n a l y s i s of l o c a l s h a r e t o m a i n t a i n 
t r a n s i t . I f g i v e n my d r u t h e r s , I would r a t h e r p ut the 
money i n t o b r i d g e s . I'm j u s t c u r i o u s . I f t h e r e i s 
o n l y so much i n t h e p o t , where do we d i r e c t i t ? 

MR. AMOND: I t h i n k we need t o make t h e 
pot b i g g e r . I t h i n k we need t o make the p o t b i g g e r . 

I f you l o ok at t he re ce nt r e p o r t c a r d t h a t 
come out from t h e A m e r i c a n S o c i e t y of C i v i l E n g i n e e r s , 
a c r o s s t h i s Commonwealth, t he grade was a D-minus f o r 
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r o a d s , a C f o r b r i d g e s , a D-minus f o r mass t r a n s i t , a 
C-minus f o r dams and l e v e e s , and n a v i g a b l e waterways 
was a D - p l u s . I don't t h i n k t h e r e i s a n y t h i n g i n t h a t 
r e p o r t t h a t t h i s Commonwealth can be p r o u d o f , so I 
t h i n k t h a t t he ans we r i s we nee d t o make t h e pot 
b i g g e r . 

REP. PYLE: T h a t ' s v e r y good. I have not 
n o t i ce d whet her o r not t he Mo nr o e v i l l e Chambe r has a 
p o s i t i o n on p u b l i c / p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s . 

MR. AMOND: We do. We b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s 
not t he s o l e ans wer t o t he p r o b l ems a c r o s s t he 
Commonwealth, but we have a d v o c a t e d f o r some p e r i o d of 
t i me t hat t h e Commonweal t h ne eds t o be more 
s t r a i ght f o r w a r d wi t h i t s p o s i t i on on P3s i n a way t hat 
p r o v i des a c l e a r p i c t ur e t o t he p r i v a t e s e c t o r f i rms 
t h a t a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n i n v e s t i n g i n t h i s s t a t e . 

REP. PYLE: V e r y good. I a p p r e c i a t e your 
i n p u t on t o l l i n g 80. What's your i n p u t on l e a s i n g t h e 
T u r n p i k e ? 

MR. AMOND: We have no f o r m a l p o s i t i o n on 
t o l l i n g t h e T u r n p i k e , t h e main l i n e o f t h e T u r n p i k e , 
a l t hough I t h i n k t h a t t her e i s a s t ro ng argument t o be 
made f or s ome o f t he expans i o n p r o j e c t s of t he 
T u r n p i ke t h a t mi ght be r i p e f or l e as i ng or be comi ng 
p a r t o f o t he r p r i v a t e p u b l i c/ p r i v a t e p a r t ne r s h i p 
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v e n t u r e s h e r e , c e r t a i n l y i n t h e s o u t h w e s t e r n p a r t o f 
the s t a t e . 

REP. PYLE: Super. Thank you v e r y much. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: Repr ese n t a t i ve Mi ke 
C a r r o l l . 

REP. CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chad, i n your t e s t i m o n y -- you d i d n ' t m e n t i o n 

o r a l l y , b ut i n your w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y I n o t i c e d you 
t a l k e d about c a p a c i t y- a d d i ng p r oj e c t s f o r r oads and 
b r i d g e s . I s h a r e your v i e w t h a t i f we're g o i n g t o be 
s e r i o u s about s o l v i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs of t h e 
s t a t e , we're g o i n g t o have t o t h i n k about 
c a p a c i t y - a d d i n g p r o j e c t s . We've h e a r d t e s t i m o n y i n 
o t h e r r e g i o n s o f the s t a t e , g r o w i n g r e g i o n s , t h a t 
m a i n t e nance of b r i dges and ro ads i s not eno ugh and we 
need t o t h i n k about a d d i t i o n a l c a p a c i t y , so I a p p l a u d 
you f o r t h a t p r o v i s i o n of your t e s t i m o n y . 

S e c o n d l y , I a p p l a u d t h e Chamber f o r s h a r i n g 
t he po s i t i on t a k e n by t he Penns y l v a n i a Chambe r i n 
s u p p o r t o f i n c r e a s e i n funds f o r t h e f u e l t a x . And, 
a g a i n , as I m e n t i o n e d t o t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a M o tor T r u c k 
A s s o c i a t i o n , t h a t p o s i t i o n , I'm s u r e , wasn't a r r i v e d 
a t l i g h t l y , and so f o r t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber or the 
Monr oe v i l l e Chamber of Commer ce t o s i t a t a p o d i um and 
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advo c a t e f or a d d i t i o n a l funds i s not e wor t hy and 
c o m p e l l i n g . So I thank you f o r t h a t . 

MR. AMOND: Can I make a comment? I 
t hank you ve r y much f or re c o g n i z i ng t hat i t i s not 
easy f o r a b u s i n e s s a s s o c i a t i o n t o say, yeah, p l e a s e 
i n c r e a s e f e e s and t a x e s t h a t we're g o i n g t o see. Our 
s uppor t i s v e r y c l e a r t hat we woul d l ove t o s ee 
a d d i t i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g , b ut t o t h e p o i n t 
t h a t you made t h a t i s a l s o i n my t e s t i m o n y , we'd l i k e 
t o s ee t h a t i n c r e as e i n t r ans po r t a t i o n f u n d i ng t i ed 
d i r e c t l y t o e x p a n s i o n p r o j e c t s as w e l l , so we c a n ' t 
j u s t k i c k t h e can down the r o a d and a s p i r e t o be 
a v e r a g e . We need t o have a l a r g e r v i s i o n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. W e l l s a i d . 
Thank you, g e n t l e m e n , a l l t h r e e of you, Ron, Chad, 
Joe . 

I s Mr. J e f f Pope h e r e ? I c a l l e d h i s name 
b e f o r e . I t h o u g h t maybe he might have s t e p p e d o u t , 
from t h e Plum Community C e n t e r . J e f f Pope? 

Lynn DeLorenzo from NAIOP, as w e l l as Mike 
Welsh from t h e c a r p e n t e r s . Would t h e y come f o r w a r d , 
p l e a s e ? 

Good a f t e r n o o n Lynn and M i k e . Lynn, you may 
p r o c e e d . You have f i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . 

MS. DeLORENZO: Thank you. Good 
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a f t e r n o o n . Chairman Markosek and G e i s t and members of 
the House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee. My name i s Lynn 
DeLorenzo. I am p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t o f t h e P i t t s b u r g h 
C h a p t e r o f NAIOP, w h i c h i s a c o m m e r c i a l r e a l e s t a t e 
development a s s o c i a t i o n . And f o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n , we 
were f o r m e r l y known, a l o n g w i t h t h e acronym, as the 
N a t i o n a l Ass o c i at i on of Indus t r i a l and Of f i ce 
P r o p e r t i e s . 

NAIOP i s t he l e a d i ng t r ade po r t i on f o r 
d e v e l o p e r s , owners, and r e l a t e d p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n 
o f f i c e , i n d u s t r i a l , and mixed-use d e v e l o p m e n t . NAIOP 
a d v o c a t e s f o r e f f e c t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n on b e h a l f of i t s 
members and advances r e s p o n s i b l e , s u s t a i n a b l e 
deve l o pme nt t h a t c r e at e s j obs and b e n e f i t s t he 
c o m m u n i t i e s i n w h i c h we l i v e . We welcome t h e 
o ppo r t u n i t y t oday t o p r o v i de t e s t i mony o n t he 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on c r i s i s f a c i ng t he Commonweal t h of 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

T r a n s po r t at i on i s t he d r i v e r of eco no mi c 
d e v e l o p m e n t . W i t h o u t an e f f e c t i v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
s y s t e m , be i t h i g h w a y s , b r i d g e s , waterways, o r p u b l i c 
t r a n s i t , we cannot p r o v i d e a c o m p e t i t i v e e n v i r o n m e n t 
i n w h i c h t o grow our c o m m u n i t i e s and r e g i o n s , t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f w h i c h s h o u l d not be u n d e r s t a t e d . W i t h 
th e r e d u c t i o n o f A c t 44 r e v e n u e , t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
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A c t i on Co mmi t t e e s t udy recommends an i mmedi at e need 
f o r new f u n d i n g s o u r c e s t o t a l i n g more t h a n 3 b i l l i o n 
a n n u a l l y f o r highways and t r a n s i t from f e d e r a l , s t a t e , 
and l o c a l r e s o u r c e s . G i v e n t h e c r i s i s , s h o r t - t e r m 
f i x e s and t h e B a n d - A i d a p p r o a c h no l o n g e r works. 

We need t o t h i nk not o n l y abo ut t he p r o b l ems 
of t o d a y , b ut t h e f u t u r e o f t h e K e y s t o n e S t a t e . Where 
do we nee d t o be i n 2 0 y e a r s ? How can we be 
compet i t i ve i n t he g r o w i ng economy? What wi l l o ur 
c h i l dr en r e q u i r e and t hen t he i r c h i l d r en? Ho w wi l l we 
grow o ur p o p u l a t i on wi t h a n t i quat e d t r a n s po r t at i on 
sys t e m s ? 

We a r e no w pos i t i o ned i n b e t ween two of t he 
f a s t e s t g r o w i n g commerce c e n t e r s i n t h e c o u n t r y , t h e 
Midwest and the N o r t h e a s t . The K e y s t o n e S t a t e can 
p l a y an i mp o r t a n t r o l e i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and w a r e h o u s i n g of goods between t h e s e 
two a r e a s , and, most i m p o r t a n t l y , t o our own i n t e r n a l 
e c onomies. We w i l l become more f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e 
terms l o g i s t i c s c e n t e r s , i n t e r m o d a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
hubs, i n t e r m o d a l r a i l / t r u c k t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t e r m i n a l s . 
A re ne wed fo cus o n o ur wat erways and expans i o n o f o ur 
p o r t s t o r educe conges t i on on h i ghways i s a l s o 
n e c e s s a r y . We have t o be p r e p a r e d t o f i n d t h e f u n d i n g 
s our ce s t o compl e t e t he t r ans po r t a t i o n networ ks 
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a l re ady begun wi t h i n our r e g i ons i n o rde r t o mai nt a i n 
a c o m p e t i t i v e a d v a ntage i n g r o w i n g g l o b a l commerce. 

A l s o , as s t e w a r d s of s u s t a i n a b i l i t y , we s h o u l d 
p r e p a r e f or t he o ngo i ng s h i f t f rom t he auto mo b i l e t o 
p u b l i c t r ans i t o c c u r r i ng a l l o v e r t he co unt r y and t he 
w o r l d and welcome i t . Our c o m m u n i t i e s cannot grow 
i n t o s t r o n g r e g i o n s w i t h o u t good p u b l i c t r a n s i t , t h e 
key t o c o n n e c t i n g p e o p l e t o j o b s . P u b l i c t r a n s i t 
e q u a l s l e s s r e l i a n c e on a u t o m o b i l e s and, t h e r e f o r e , 
l e s s c o n g e s t i o n . The growth of our u r b a n o f f i c e and 
mi xe d- us e ce n t e r s wi l l c o n t i n u e t o de mand s t r ong 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m s . 

NAIOP s uppor t s a d e d i c a t ed f u n d i ng s o u r c e f or 
t he l o ng- t e r m e xpans i on of mas s t r ans i t i n A l l eghe ny 
County. I t i s c r i t i c a l t h a t we c r e a t e a s t r u c t u r e d 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g t h a t i s a l s o s u s t a i n a b l e . 
Newer o p t i o n s must be c o n s i d e r e d , such as 
p u b l i c / p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s . We need t o e s t a b l i s h t h e 
l e g i s l at i on neces s a r y t o b r i n g p r i v a t e i nve s t ment i n t o 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

The c u r re nt l e v e l of c r i s i s demands new 
t h i n k i n g , s t r a t e g i e s , and f u n d i n g s o u r c e s . However, 
a l l of t he i deas put f o r w a r d t o day and t hro ughout t he 
s p e c i a l s ess i on h e a r i ngs cannot be mo l de d i nt o 
s o l u t i o n s w i t h o u t e f f e c t i v e l e a d e r s h i p . The f u t u r e 
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growt h and deve l o pme nt of t he Commonweal t h a r e 
depe ndent upon c r i t i c a l de c i s i o ns t h a t must be made t o 
f i x t h e e n t i r e p r o b l e m and not j u s t a p o r t i o n of i t . 
Truman c a l l e d i t t he a b i l i t y t o ge t p e o p l e t o do what 
t h e y ought t o know t o do w i t h o u t b e i n g t o l d . 

Thank you f o r your t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much, 
Lynn. Any q u e s t i o n s from t he members? 

(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Lynn, t h a n k you. 

Mik e ? F i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . 
MR. WELSH: Thank you, Joe. G l a d t o see 

the House h e r e i n s u p p o r t . Wish t h e Senate was h e r e , 
but t h a t ' s a l i t t l e b i t beyond your c o n t r o l , so I ' l l 
t a k e what we can g e t . 

I ' l l speak on a c o u p l e i s s u e s h e r e t o d a y . As 
f a r as t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , I t h i n k you got a good 
r e p o r t from D i s t r i c t 11 and D i s t r i c t 12, and I know 
t h i s i s n ' t y our l a s t m e e t i n g on t h e h e a r i n g s and you 
know t he d i r e nee d o f i mpr ove me nt on t he 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s and t r a n s i t . I was unaware t h a t i t 
was one i n t h r e e . I t h o u g h t we were d o i n g a l i t t l e 
b i t b e t t e r t h a n t h a t on t h e b r i d g e s . I t ' s k i n d of 
s c a r y t o t h i n k about one o f t h r e e . I'm s o r t of 
wo n d e r i n g who i s r e s p o n s i b l e . I s i t PennDOT t h a t i s 
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r espons i b l e or i s i t t he l e g i s l at o r s or i s i t t he 
g e n e r a l p u b l i c ? We've had a b r i d g e f a l l i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . We've had one f a l l i n o t h e r p a r t s of 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s , t o o . I t ' s j u s t a m a t t e r o f t i m e 
b e f o r e some more f a l l . H o p e f u l l y , nobody g e t s h u r t . 

Ther e i s r e s pons i b i l i t y t hat we owe t he 
p u b l i c . As f a r as t h e need, i t ' s t h e r e . The 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s , I don't t h i n k t h e r e i s any q u e s t i o n 
f rom t he p a n e l t o day about t h e nee d f or t he 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

I'm h e r e w i t h t h e c a r p e n t e r s u n i o n . We c r e a t e 
a l o t of j o b s -- or you c r e a t e a l o t of j o b s when you 
do t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o j e c t s . We have o v e r 1,000 p e o p l e 
t h a t work j u s t on b r i d g e s a l o n e i n 60 c o u n t i e s i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . On our c o m m e r c i a l d i v i s i o n s , we have 
14,000 o t h e r c a r p e n t e r s , and w i t h t h e goose t h a t l a i d 
t h e g o l d e n egg when we got t h e r e i n v e s t m e n t money, the 
s t i m u l u s money, a l o t o f p e o p l e s a i d a r e you g o i n g t o 
be a b l e t o do i t ? A r e you go i ng t o be a b l e t o t ake 
anot he r b i l l i on d o l l a r s and put i t on t h e s t r eet ? 
Hats o f f t o PennDOT. They d i d i t . Our p e o p l e , i t 
c r e a t e d a l o t o f j o b s . A l o t o f j o b s . We r a n out of 
p e o p l e . We used p e o p l e t h a t were i n the c o m m e r c i a l 
s i d e . 

O u r s e l v e s , we i n v e s t e d i n the new t r a i n i n g 
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c e n t e r o v e r i n C a m p b e l l s Run, s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t 
t r a i n i ng c e n t e r f or c a r pent er s t h a t was done j o i nt l y 
w i t h our c o n t r a c t o r s and t h e u n i o n . I t was t h e i r 
money and o u r s . A l s o , t h e r e i s a t r a i n i n g c e n t e r i n 
Lebanon, t h e r e i s one i n G a l l i t z i n . We got one 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e . We a r e i n v e s t i n g not i n j o b s , 
but i n c a r e e r s f o r our p e o p l e . Our guys come i n , t h e y 
s t a r t b u i l d i n g b r i d g e s , t h e y r e t i r e a f t e r 30 y e a r s . 
So we're v e r y i n t e r e s t e d i n t r y i n g t o get a f i x . 

How do we f i x i t ? I mean, we know t h e work 
needs done. We know we need t o c r e a t e j o b s . Where 
does t h e money come from? T h a t ' s g o i n g t o be a tough 
v o t e . Can you do a two - c e n t s e m i - a n n u a l l y , two c e n t s 
i n J a n u a r y and two c e n t s i n June, and f a c t o r t h a t i n 
t h e r e ? I w o u l d n ' t see two c e n t s a t t h e pump, t h a t ' s 
f o r s u r e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e way t h i n g s been l a t e l y , b ut I 
know i t ' s a tough v o t e . 

I t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r i f you v o t e f o r one penny or 
i f you v o t e f o r 15 c e n t s . You're s t i l l g o i n g t o get 
l a b e l e d as v o t i n g f o r a gas t a x i n c r e a s e . I t ' s a u s e r 
f e e . The work needs done and i t ' s g o i n g t o c r e a t e 
j o b s . Thank you f o r your t i m e . I f you have any 
q u e s t i o n s , I ' d be g l a d t o t a k e i t . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay, Mr. Welsh. Any 
q u e s t i o n s ? Thank you b o t h . V e r y good. V e r y good 
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t e s t i m o n y . Thank you. 
I see we've got Joy c e D r i b e n i s r e a d y t o 

t e s t i f y . She has t o c a t c h an ACCESS bus, I b e l i e v e , 
so we moved h er up a l i t t l e b i t h e r e on the program. 
S he i s wi t h t he B l i nd Outdoor L e i s ure De v e l opment 
group. 

MS. DRIBEN: Good a f t e r n o o n and thank you 
f o r g i v i n g me t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: J o y c e , b e f o r e we 
s t a r t , we saw Dan came up h e r e . Who i s your o t h e r 
f r i e n d ? 

MS. DRIBEN: Oh, okay. T h i s i s Tudor, 
T-u-d-o-r. D i d e v e r y o n e get a l o o k a t him who wanted 
t o ? 

CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: We s aw him when yo u 
came up on t h e s t a g e . 

MS. DRIBEN: He i s not e x a c t l y t i n y . I n 
f a c t , I had t a l k e d t o somebody t h a t , i n f a c t , he i s 
the b i g g e s t dog I e v e r had. 

Can I be h e a r d on t he mi cs s o f a r ? 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: I t h i n k you can i f 

you s i t down. 
MS. DRIBEN: A l l r i g h t . And I have 

s u b m i t t e d w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y , w h i c h I hope was 
r e c e i v e d , so I'm g o i n g t o make j u s t some summary 
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comments. 
I am J o y c e D r i b e n , and I l i v e i n t h e C i t y o f 

P i t t s b u r g h and have bee n a re s i dent o f P i t t s b u r g h 
s i n c e 1963. One of the r e a s o n s I have s t a y e d i n 
P i t t s b u r g h i s t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Q u i t e o b v i o u s l y , I 
don't d r i v e a c a r . F r a n k l y , n o r do you r e a l l y want me 
t o even t r y . I'm a r e t i r e d c l i n i c a l s o c i a l w o r k e r , 
and b o t h f o r work and community m e e t i n g s , 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t , s h o p p i n g , and many o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s , 
t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , b o t h p u b l i c t r a n s i t and t h e 
p a r a t r a n s i t have been i n v a l u a b l e . W i t h o u t t h a t , I 
c o u l d not be i n t h e c i t y . 

By t h e way. B l i n d Outdoor L e i s u r e Development, 
I am p r e s i d e n t of t h e group c u r r e n t l y . We a r e a 
r e c r e a t i o n a l group. About t w o - t h i r d s of our members 
ar e b l i n d , so i t ' s about 75 p e o p l e who a r e b l i n d t h a t 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n l o c a l re c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s and re l y 
on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I f i t were not f o r t h a t , t h e y 
c o u l d not get o u t , many of them, and p a r t i c i p a t e . 

J u s t i n case y o u ' r e c u r i o u s , we h i k e . Many 
members have met u s i n g buses f o r h i k i n g . Some p e o p l e 
t a k e buses t o Mt. Lebanon t o do some i c e s k a t i n g . 
Some o f us p a r t i c i p a t e i n a w a l k i n g group. I n f a c t , 
t h a n k you v e r y much. Chamber of Commerce p e o p l e . We 
r e a l l y do e n j o y M o n r o e v i l l e M a l l , w h i c h i s a c c e s s i b l e 
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by bus and p a r a t r a n s i t , and i f i t were not f o r t h a t , 
we would not be h e r e . 

J u s t v e r y q u i c k l y , t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n means 
freedom, c h o i c e , and i n d e p e n d e n c e . Freedom t o go 
where you want t o go when you want t o go, c h o i c e about 
how you get t h e r e , and i n d e p e n d e n c e so we're not 
alw a y s n e e d i n g t o r e l y on o t h e r f o l k s . 

I'm g o i n g t o l e a v e i t a t t h a t . I t h i n k t he 
r e s t o f t h e t e s t i m o n y you s h o u l d have and I ' d be open 
f o r any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. Any 
q u e s t i o n s , anybody? 

(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: J o y c e , thank you v e r y 

much, and t a k e c a r e of Tudor t h e r e , as w e l l as Dan. 

S p e a k i n g of the P o r t A u t h o r i t y , we have S t e v e 
B l a n d , who i s t h e c h i e f e x e c u t i v e o f f i c e r . S t e v e ? 

Good m o r n i n g , S t e v e . 
MR. BLAND: Good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: F i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . 
MR. BLAND: Thank you. Good m o r n i n g , 

Mr. Chairman and members. My name i s S t e v e B l a n d . 
I'm t h e CEO of P o r t A u t h o r i t y o f A l l e g h e n y County, and 
I want ed t o ass es s t he s t a t ewi de t r a n s po r t a t i on 
f u n d i n g c r i s i s , b ut a l s o s p e c i a l l y how i t a f f e c t s us 
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h e r e i n t h e P i t t s b u r g h r e g i o n . F r a n k l y , nowhere e l s e 
i n t he s t a t e i s t he c r i s i s so i mmi nent and po t ent i a l l y 
so damaging. 

As you might know, t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y of 
A l l e gheny Co unt y i s t he p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys t e m 
f o r P i t t s b u r g h and t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a . We c a r r y 
r o u g h l y 230,000 r i d e r s each day on bus, l i g h t r a i l , 
p a r a t r a n s i t , and i n c l i n e . The P o r t A u t h o r i t y s e r v e s 
b o t h P i t t s b u r g h ' s u r b a n c o r e , i n c l u d i n g downtown and 
Oa k l a n d , t he Commonwealth's se c o n d and t h i r d b u s i e s t 
c o m m e r c i a l c e n t e r s , as w e l l as the r e g i o n ' s s p r a w l i n g 
s u b u r b s . And any of you who a r e f a m i l i a r w i t h 
P i t t s b u r g h know t h a t our t o p o g r a p h y i s u n i q u e , so a 
s t r a i ght l i n e doe s not n e c e s s a r i l y co nne c t t wo p o i n t s 
he r e i n P i t t s b u r g h . 

Our s y s t e m i s e x t e n s i v e , s p a n n i n g 730 sq u a r e 
m i l e s , about 15,000 s t o p s , 62 p a r k - a n d - r i d e l o t s , 
n e a r l y 20 m i l e s o f d e d i c a t e d busway, 26 m i l e s of l i g h t 
r a i l , i n c l u d i n g our downtown subway, 23 busway 
s t a t i o n s , 26 l i g h t r a i l s t a t i o n s , t h e Mon i n c l i n e , and 
more t h a n 80 b r i d g e s . What you may not know --
a l though I know Repr es e n t a t i v e Kor t z i s aware of 
t h i s - - i s t hat whi l e most our b r i dge s a r e l o c a t ed on 
our t r a n s i t s y s t em, our r a i l s y s t em, and our busways, 
11 o f our b r i d g e s a r e highway b r i d g e s t h a t we're 
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r e s p o n s i b l e f o r , so we a r e i n t h e same boat as PennDOT 
i n t h a t r e g a r d . 

The P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s o p e r a t i o n s a r e n ' t 
p e r f e c t , but t h e agency has c e r t a i n l y come a l o n g way 
i n t h e l a s t few y e a r s . We embraced A c t 44 i n 2007 and 
s t oo d b e h i nd a l l of you when yo u t ook a b o l d s t e p 
f orwar d f or Penns y l v a n i a i n t r y i ng t o f i nd a d e d i c a t ed 
and re l i a b l e s t re am of f u n d i n g f or t r ans por t a t i o n and 
the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e t w o r k . We a l s o embraced t h e 
r e f o rm and e f f i c i ency r eco mme ndat i ons s p e l l ed out i n 
G o v e r n o r R e n d e l l ' s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g and Reform 
Commission r e p o r t . 

I n 2006, t he TFRC r e p o r t a s k e d t r a n s i t 
a g e n c i es s t a t ewi de t o c u t out was t e and f i n d 
e f f i c i e n c i e s . The Commission b e l i e v e d t h e s t a t e ' s 
t r a n s i t systems c o u l d a c c o m p l i s h $60 m i l l i o n i n a n n u a l 
s a v i n g s . S i n c e t h a t t i m e . P o r t A u t h o r i t y a l o n e has 
fo u n d $52 m i l l i o n i n a n n u a l o p e r a t i n g budget s a v i n g s . 
T h i s has bee n a c h i eved by e l i mi nat i ng mo re t han 4 0 0 
p o s i t i o n s , c u t t i n g u n p r o d u c t i v e s e r v i c e , r e s t r u c t u r i n g 
t h e r e m a i n i n g s e r v i c e t o be more e f f i c i e n t , a c h i e v i n g 
l andmark conces s i ons i n our c o l l e c t i ve b a r g a i n i ng 
agreements, and s h a r p l y r e d u c i n g b e n e f i t s f o r our 
n o n - r e p r e s e n t e d employees. I n a d d i t i o n , t h e A u t h o r i t y 
has ge ner a t e d $ 1 4 mi l l i on i n ne w r eve nue a n n u a l l y by 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

i n c r eas e i n f a r es i n 2 0 0 8 and 2 0 1 0 and a c h i e v i ng 
a l mo s t a d o u b l i ng of our i n s t i t ut i on c o n t r a c t i nco me 
ov e r t h e p a s t f o u r y e a r s , as w e l l as e n g a g i n g i n some 
j o i n t development r e a l e s t a t e a c t i v i t i e s . 

So we've answered t he Commission's c a l l , we've 
answered t he l e g i s l a t u r e ' s c a l l f o r r e f o r m and 
e f f i c i e n c i e s . So have our r i d e r s . So have our 
employees. Now, f r a n k l y , i t ' s t i m e f o r the s t a t e t o 
l i v e up t o i t s end o f t h e b a r g a i n . 

I t ' s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t A c t 44 d i d not l i v e up 
t o i t s e x p e c t a t i o n s . The i n a b i l i t y t o t o l l I n t e r s t a t e 
80 was c e r t a i n l y a major s e t b a c k . However, t h e law 
a l so f e l l s h o r t i n a c h i e v i ng an e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i but i on 
of p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g s t a t e w i d e . As I've 
s a i d p u b l i c l y o v e r t h e p a s t s e v e r a l months, t h e 
c o l l a p s e of A c t 44 i s not the l e g i s l a t u r e ' s f a u l t , 
b u t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r you, t h a t p r o b l e m t o s o l v e now 
r e s t s s q u a r e l y on your s h o u l d e r s . I'm he r e t o p l e d g e 
t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e P o r t Au t ho r i t y o f A l l e gh e n y C o u n t y 
i n h e l p i n g you f i n d a c c e p t a b l e s o l u t i o n s . 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e pass a g e of A c t 44, P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y saw a 1.9 p e r c e n t d e c r e a s e i n s t a t e 
o p e r at i ng f u n d i ng when you co mpare t he l a s t f i s c a l 
y e a r p r i o r t o A c t 44's a d o p t i o n t o t h e f i r s t y e a r 
a f t e r p a s s a g e . S i n c e t h e pass a g e of A c t 44, we've 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

seen an av e r a g e a n n u a l i n c r e a s e of 0.25 p e r c e n t , w h i l e 
i n t h e upcoming y e a r , w e ' l l f a c e 30 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e s 
i n f u e l p r i c e s , 10 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e s i n h e a l t h 
i n s u r a n c e . W i t h o u t t he s t a t e ' s h e l p , w e ' l l have 
l i t t l e c h o i c e b ut t o make f u r t h e r d r a s t i c changes. 

Today we f a c e a $50 m i l l i o n o p e r a t i n g d e f i c i t , 
not t o m e n t i o n o n g o i n g c a p i t a l s t r u g g l e s t h a t I won't 
expound upon t o d a y , but t h e y a r e i n c l u d e d i n my 
w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y . I'm he r e t o t e l l you t h a t w i t h o u t 
a c t i o n by t h e s t a t e t o remedy t h e c o l l a p s e of A c t 44, 
w e ' l l be f o r c e d t o s o l v e t h o s e f i s c a l s h o r t f a l l s by 
o u r s e l v e s , and we w i l l do t h a t as we have i n the p a s t . 
However, t o do so w i l l be d e v a s t a t i n g t o many l i v e s 
and i t w i l l damage, p e r h a p s p e r m a n e n t l y , t h e economic 
c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s o f our r e g i o n and the Commonwealth. 

Our b o a r d wi l l cons i d e r c u t t i ng s e r v i ce by 2 5 
or more p e r c e n t , s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n c r e a s i n g f a r e s , and 
e l i m i n a t i n g hundreds of j o b s . Our b o a r d w i l l a l s o 
g r a p p l e wi t h t h e pos s i b i l i t y of h a v i ng t o t ake mone y 
o ut of p r o t e c t e d a c c o u n t s f or o ur l ong-t erm s u c c e s s i n 
t r y i n g t o b r i d g e s h o r t - t e r m p r o b l e m s . We don't want 
t o do t h o s e t h i n g s . We not o n l y u n d e r s t a n d t h e im p a c t 
t h o s e changes would have on p e o p l e ' s l i v e s , b ut we 
a l so f ear i t wi l l be a n o t h e r re g i o n a l l o s s at a t i me 
when t h e r e g i o n i s t r y i n g t o t h r i v e . 
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The t i m e t o a c t i s now. You've h e a r d s e v e r a l 
us e r s v e r y e l oque nt l y s peak o n t he ne ed f or t he 
sy s t e m , and we a r e he r e t o work w i t h you on s o l u t i o n s 
t o a d e q u a t e l y f u n d t h a t s y stem. E v e r y t h r i v i n g 
metr o p o l i t an re g i on i n t he wo r l d has a s o l i d p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s tem. T h a t ' s not a c o i n c i d e n c e . The 
P i t t s b u r g h r e g i on can o n l y t h r i ve i f we a r e 
s u c c e s s f u l , and t h a t i n c l u d e s our s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e o u t l y i n g c o u n t i e s . 

Anyone who d o e s n ' t t h i n k p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
bene f i t s t he m wi l l f i nd out v e r y q u i c k l y ho w much a 
r o l e i t p l a y s i n t h e i r l i v e s , and, i n f a c t , I he a r 
f rom t hem d a i l y : A baby boomer who d r i v e s t o wo r k but 
whos e r e t i re d mot her re l i e s o n t he bus t o get t o t he 
d o c t o r ; s u b u r b a n i t e s who a l s o d r i v e t o work but whose 
c h i l d r e n get t o s c h o o l on a P o r t A u t h o r i t y bus; t he 
b u s i ne s s exe c u t i ve who has ne ve r r i dden a bus or t r a i n 
i n P i t t s b u r g h i n h i s l i f e but o n l y f o und out af t e r 
s e r v i ce had t o be c u t t hat q u i t e a f e w o f h i s 
employees do. 

Members o f t h e com m i t t e e , f r a n k l y , I t h i n k 
i t ' s more i m p o r t a n t t h a t you he a r from t h e s e f o l k s 
t h a n t h a t you h e a r from me, but I s t a n d r e a d y t o 
answer any ques t i ons and work wi t h yo u o n an u l t i mat e 
s o l u t i o n . 
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CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, S t e v e . I 
t h i n k , under t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , you've done a p r e t t y 
d a r n e d good j o b , c o n s i d e r i n g r e s o u r c e s have r e a l l y not 
been t h e r e o r where you would l i k e them. 

P a r a t r a n s i t , ACCESS program, r o u g h l y how many 
r i de s do you t h i nk? Do yo u have t hat of f t he t o p o f 
your head, say, i n a month, y e a r ? 

MR. BLAND: S u r e . The P o r t A u t h o r i t y 
f i x e d s y s t e m r i d e r s h i p , bus and r a i l , i s about 69, 70 
m i l l i o n r i d e s a y e a r , and ACCESS i s up about a m i l l i o n 
and a q u a r t e r , m i l l i o n and a h a l f r i d e s p e r y e a r . So 
on a d a i l y b a s i s , between 10- and 15,000 t r i p s a r e 
t a k e n on ACCESS, and as you h e a r d from our p r e v i o u s 
p e r s o n , i t ' s a b s o l u t e l y l i f e c r i t i c a l . 

CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: Repr ese n t a t i ve 
Chairman S t a n S a y l o r . 

REP. SAYLOR: S t e v e , i t ' s good t o see you 
a g a i n . I'm g l a d t o see t h a t you b r o u g h t some of your 
York Count y f i s c a l r es pons i b i l i t y back t o t he Po r t 
A u t h o r i t y . 

MR. BLAND: We ha v e n ' t p a i n t e d t h e buses 
r e d and put r a b b i t s on them h e r e y e t . 

REP. SAYLOR: I u n d e r s t a n d . They t r i e d 
t o get me t o wear a r a b b i t costume i n Yo r k , and I 
wou l d n ' t do i t . 
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One of t he t h i ngs I gue s s I woul d as k yo u f or 
i s whe re - - you made a l ot of r e f o rm her e i n 
P i t t s b u r g h , but I a l s o r e a d i n the news c l i p p i n g s and 
e v e r y t h i ng t hat p e o p l e a r e c a l l i ng f o r a d d i t i o n a l 
r e f o r m . C o u l d you o u t l i n e some of t h e t h i n g s t h a t 
s ome o f t he peo p l e - - o r what you a r e wo r k i ng on 
beyond what you've a l r e a d y done t o t r y t o i m p r o v e , 
b e c a u s e not o n l y your agency, but SEPTA has come under 
s h a r p c r i t i c i s m f o r mismanagement and so f o r t h , and I 
know y o u ' r e t r y i n g t o do t h e b e s t you can. 

MR. BLAND: S u r e . W e l l , t h e f i r s t t h i n g 
I ' d p o i n t out i s a g e n c i e s l i k e SETPA and o u r s e l v e s and 
c e r t a i n l y Pe nnDOT a l ways come unde r t he m i c r o s co pe 
becaus e t h e d o l l a r s and t h e numbers a r e j u s t so huge. 

The b i g g e s t t h i n g t h a t we're w o r k i n g on now i s 
our c o m p l e t e s y s t e m r e d e s i g n . A major f o c u s i s 
i m p r o v i n g s e r v i c e e f f i c i e n c y , g e n e r a t i n g g r e a t e r 
p r o d u c t i v i t y , b ut a l s o i m p r o v i n g t h e q u a l i t y of 
s e r v i c e i n key m a r k e t s . The b i g g e s t g a i n t h a t we made 
i n our l a s t c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g agreement, f r a n k l y , 
i s n ot one w e ' l l see f o r some y e a r s , and t h a t i s 
r e a l l y re i n i ng i n t he c o s t of pos t - emplo yme nt be nef i t s 
t hro ugh r e s t r u c t u r i ng t hos e b e n e f i t s i n t he l as t 
c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g agreement. On an a n n u a l b a s i s , 
we r e c o g n i z e d an immediate r e d u c t i o n of about 
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$23 m i l l i o n i n f u t u r e expense. So, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
t h e y a r e not d o l l a r s we're s a v i n g t o d a y , b ut f i v e , t e n 
f i f t e e n y e a r s out t h e r e a r e r e d u c e d e x p e n s e s . 

So t h o s e a r e some of t h e key a r e a s . There a r e 
p r o b a b l y l i t e r a l l y h u n d r e d s , i f not t h o u s a n d s , o f 
i n d i v i d u a l a c t i o n s t a k e n . Some of t h e major e l e m e n t s 
of c o s t i n c r e a s e l a y beyond our c o n t r o l . As I 
m e n t i o n e d , f u e l p r i c e s up 30 p e r c e n t n e x t y e a r . We 
are engaged i n t h e whole n a t i o n a l h e a l t h c a r e d e b a t e . 
H e a l t h i n s u r a n c e i s a huge p a r t of our bu d g e t , and 
t h o s e c o s t s c o n t i n u e t o w e l l e x c e e d i n f l a t i o n . Over 
th e l a s t t e n y e a r s , i f you t o o k out p e n s i o n and h e a l t h 
i n s u r a n c e , p e n s i o n due t o the market c o l l a p s e of a 
c o u p l e y e a r s ago, t h e av e r a g e r a t e of i n c r e a s e i n our 
expenses has been about 1.8 p e r c e n t . So i f A c t 44 
c o u l d have c a r r i e d t h r o u g h on i t s p r o m i s e t o grow, 
e s s e n t i a l l y , w i t h t h e economy, we'd be i n p r e t t y good 
shape. 

REP. SAYLOR: L a s t q u e s t i o n . I know 
S t a t e C o l l e g e T r a n s i t System runs on n a t u r a l gas. 
Have you l oo ked a t i t and woul d i t be any k i nd o f c o s t 
s a v i ngs f or t he P o r t Aut ho r i t y? 

MR. BLAND: We have l o o k e d at i t . We a r e 
l o o k i n g a t i t . We're w o r k i n g c l o s e l y , a c t u a l l y , w i t h 
t h e gas c a r r i e r s h e r e t o l o o k a t i t . The b i g g e s t 
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impediment f o r us, as i t would be f o r any o t h e r s y s t e m 
t h a t i s n ' t u s i n g i t now, i s t h e tremendous u p - f r o n t 
c a p i t a l e xpe nse t o r et r o f i t f a c i l i t i e s and put i n 
f u e l i n g s t a t i o n s . We've e s t i m a t e d t h a t -- we have 
f i v e bus o p e r a t i n g d i v i s i o n s , p l u s an o v e r h a u l shop, 
s o t o do i t s ys t e m- wi de -- yo u c o u l d o b v i ous l y do i t 
on a s m a l l e r s c a l e -- we've e s t i m a t e d about 
$70 m i l l i o n i n u p - f r o n t c a p i t a l . 

P r o b a b l y t h e main advantage -- i t ' s r e a l l y 
h a r d t o p r e d i c t o v e r a p e r i od o f y e a r s whet he r i t 
m i ght save money, b u t , f r a n k l y , one o f t h e b i g g e s t 
a d v a n t a g e s i s r e d u c i n g v o l a t i l i t y . V o l a t i l i t y i n 
n a t u r a l gas p r i c i n g has been much l e s s t h a n what we're 
s e e i n g i n t h e p e t r o l e u m m a r k e t s , number one, and, 
o b v i o u s l y , r e d u c i n g r e l i a n c e on o v e r s e a s s o u r c e s would 
be a key i s s u e . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h r i s 

S a i n a t o . 
REP. SAINATO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you, Mr. B l a n d . I j u s t have a q u i c k q u e s t i o n . 
What ar e t he co s t of f a r e s i n Po r t Aut ho r i t y 

and ho w does t h a t co mpare t o f a r e s t hrougho ut t he 
c o u n t r y ? 

MR. BLAND: S u r e . Our base f a r e , w h i c h 
i s what most p e o p l e would compare, i s c u r r e n t l y $2. 
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I t ' s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . We l o o k at about 31 p e e r s 
a r o u n d t he count r y when we do a l l s or t s of d i f f e r e n t 
b e n c h m a r k i n g , and I b e l i e v e t h e r e a r e p r o b a b l y about 
f our s ys t ems ar ound t he co unt r y t h a t have a h i gher 
base f a r e , q u i t e a few w i t h us at $2, i n c l u d i n g SEPTA 
i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , and t h e n q u i t e a number below. So 
we're not t h e h i g h e s t , but we're i n t h e upper end of 
t h a t s p e c t r u m . 

REP. SAINATO: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l 

C o s t a . 
REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. S t e v e , t h a n k you v e r y much. H o p e f u l l y , 
we can do t h i s v e r y b r i e f . 

We know t her e i s a l o t of co n t ro v e r s y about 
t h e N o r t h Shore C o n n e c t o r . Can you e x p l a i n t o t h e 
p e o p l e t he d i f f e r ence between c a p i t a l budge t and 
o p e r a t i n g budget and why we r e a l l y c o u l d n ' t p a ss up 
t hat o ppo r t u n i t y? 

MR. BLAND: S u r e . A c o u p l e of i s s u e s -¬
and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a t o u c h e d on i t . Our o p e r a t i n g 
b u d g e t s -- and t h i s i s due t o s t a t e program p o l i c y , as 
w e l l as t h e f e d e r a l program p o l i c y . There a r e u n i q u e 
p o t s o f money f o r b o t h s i d e s , o p e r a t i n g a s s i s t a n c e as 
w e l l as c a p i t a l a s s i s t a n c e . The N o r t h Shore C o n n e c t o r 
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f a l l s wel l i n t o t hat c a p i t a l as s i s t ance pr o gr am 
c a t e g o r y . 

The c h a l l enge wi t h es pe c i a l l y l a r g e - s c a l e 
c a p i t a l p r o j e c t s r e a l l y i s so me t h i ng t h a t s ho u l d be 
a d d r e s s e d i n any f i n a l p a c k a g e s . Those t y p e s of 
p r o j e c t s t a k e s y e a r s , not o n l y t o b u i l d , b ut t o 
c o n c e i v e , p l a n , and get t h r o u g h f e d e r a l and s t a t e 
p r o c e s s . The N o r t h Shore C o n n e c t o r , w h i c h w i l l open 
i n March of 2012, s t a r t e d out i n 1995, so a l o n g - t e r m 
p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s . 

F r a n k l y , a t the p o i n t i n t i m e when our 
d e c i s i o n was made t o move f o r w a r d on i t , a much r o s i e r 
p i c t u r e a t b o t h t h e f e d e r a l and s t a t e l e v e l . Because 
t h o s e p r o j e c t s t a k e so many y e a r s t o d e v e l o p , i t ' s 
r e a l l y h a r d t o de a l wi t h a ve r y vo l at i l e f u n d i ng 
s t r e a m . The C o n n e c t o r i t s e l f -- and w a t c h i n g 
Mr. Cessna's p r e s e n t a t i o n on t h e highway s i d e , we got 
h i t wi t h t he same b i d p r i c e i ndex c h a l l e nge s t h a t 
PennDOT d i d . We saw a huge i n c r e a s e i n c o s t s due t o 
b i d p r i c i n g . 

S i n c e t h a t t i m e , we've a c t u a l l y been a b l e t o 
remove q u i t e a b i t o f c o s t from t h a t p r o j e c t . We a r e 
now c u r r e n t l y 72 p e r c e n t c o m p l e t e , and t h e change 
o rde r s on t h e pr o j e c t have a c t u a l l y been a ne t 
r e d u c t i o n i n c o s t of about $2 m i l l i o n . So we i n t e n d 
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t o have t hat f a c i l i t y h e l p us i mpr ove our s er v i ce 
p r o d u c t i v i t y . C e r t a i n l y , t h e u r b a n v i t a l i t y of 
P i t t s b u r g h , anyone who has seen t h e booming 
c o n s t r u c t i o n on t h e N o r t h S h o r e , i t w i l l c o n n e c t 
S t a t i o n S quare, t h e Gol d e n T r i a n g l e , and t h e N o r t h 
S h o r e . 

And, f r a n k l y , s p e a k i n g t o the R e g i o n a l C o u n c i l 
o f C a r p e n t e r s t e s t i m o n y , i t b r o u g h t i n w e l l o v e r 
$ 3 00 mi l l i on of f ede r a l mo ney t hat wo u l d no t have been 
a v a i l a b l e f o r b r i d g e s , would not have been a v a i l a b l e 
f o r r o a d c o n s t r u c t i o n , t h a t w ould have gone t o p l a c e s 
l i k e Denver and P h o e n i x t o employ, at t h e peak o f 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , 3,000 c o n s t r u c t i o n p e o p l e and 
cons t r u c t i on- re l a t ed i ndus t r i es a l l o v e r t h e 
Commonwealth, not j u s t i n P i t t s b u r g h . I r o n i c a l l y , t h e 
s t ee l t h a t we us e d t o put up t he b r i dge was not made 
i n P i t t s b u r g h . I t was a c t u a l l y made i n W i l l i a m s p o r t , 
f o r example. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you. 
CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: Repr ese n t a t i ve Mar k 

L o n g i e t t i . 
REP. LONGIETTI: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Q u e s t i o n : You m e n t i o n e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 230,000 
r i de r s a day be t ween a l l t he d i f f e r e n t mode s of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Do you have any e s t i m a t e on what 
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p e r c e n t a g e a r e commuters g o i n g back and f o r t h t o work? 
MR. BLAND: I don't have i t o f f the t o p 

of my head. I t i s c e r t a i n l y more t h a n h a l f . T h a t ' s 
i n f o r m a t i o n , c e r t a i n l y , t h a t we c o u l d get t o you. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . I w o u l d n ' t want t o v e n t u r e a guess 
r i g h t now, but v i r t u a l l y o v e r h a l f . We a r e v e r y much 
a co mmut e r-o r i e nt ed s ys t em f r om p l ace s l i ke h e r e i n 
M o n r o e v i l l e . 

REP. LONGIETTI: A l s o i n your t e s t i m o n y , 
you me nt i one d t h a t a c t u a l l y a f t e r t he -- imme d i a t e l y 
a f t e r t h e pass a g e of A c t 44, t h e r e was a l i t t l e b i t of 
d e c r e a s e i n your s t a t e o p e r a t i n g f u nds and now yo u ' r e 
g e t t i n g a l i t t l e b i t of an i n c r e a s e , not much, and I 
t h i n k i t t o u c h e s on R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a ' s comment t o 
you. I s t h a t b e c a u s e t h e b u l k of the money t h a t 
y o u ' r e g e t t i n g t h r o u g h A c t 44 i s f o r c a p i t a l needs and 
i s t he re s i g n i f i c a n t do l l a r s t h a t a r e co ming t he re f or 
c a p i t a l ? 

MR. BLAND: I would t e l l you t h a t i n t h e 
c a p i t a l e l e m e n t s of A c t 44, c e r t a i n l y we would say 
t h a t t h e f u n d i n g t h a t PennDOT -- p a r t i c u l a r l y , t h e 
f u n d i ng t hat was d i s c r e t i o n a r y t h a t P ennDOT bas i c a l l y 
was c h o o s i n g among p r o j e c t s , t h e y ' v e c e r t a i n l y been 
v e r y f a i r t o A l l e g h e n y County. They've a l l o c a t e d 
q u i t e a number of f u n d s , c e r t a i n l y not a p p r o a c h i n g t he 
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180 m i l l i o n or so t h a t we get i n o p e r a t i n g a s s i s t a n c e . 
The c h a l l enge o n t he o p e r a t i ng s i de was A c t 

4 4 - - and we a l l t h i nk a p p r o p r i at e l y s o - - mo ved t o a 
p e r f o r m a n c e f u n d i n g f o r m u l a , and t h e p a r t i c u l a r 
meas ur es by whi ch t hat f u n d i n g i s d i v i de d up f r a n k l y 
don't r e a l l y do w e l l f o r A l l e g h e n y County, i n l a r g e 
p a r t due t o t he C i t y of P i t t s b u r g h i s h a l f t he 
p o p u l a t i o n o f , l e t ' s s ay, 40, 50 y e a r s ago. Even 
t hough our s y s t em i s s t i l l ve r y ro bus t - - b e t wee n 4 0 
and 5 0 pe r c e nt of our downt own wor k f o r c e us es t r ans i t 
t o commut e t o wor k - - t hos e number s a r e s t i l l do wn 
compared t o what t h e y were 30 o r 40 y e a r s ago compared 
t o , f o r i n s t a n c e . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S a y l o r r e f e r e n c e d 
S t a t e C o l l e g e , w h i c h has seen enormous growth and 
e x p a n s i o n i n r i d e r s h i p i n t h o s e y e a r s . 

So t h a t ' s r e a l l y been more t h e d r i v i n g f o r c e 
on t h a t p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e . 

REP. LONGIETTI: L a s t q u e s t i o n : You 
ment i o ned a 3 1 t r ans i t s ys t em p e e r gr oup t o compare 
your bas e f a r e t o and t her e a r e f o ur s ys t ems t hat a r e 
h i g h e r t h a n t he $2 base f a r e t h a t you have. 

Do you know what t hos e f our s y s t ems c h a r ge or 
what t he range i s ? 

MR. BLAND: I had a f e e l i n g t h e q u e s t i o n 
m i g ht come up. The h i g h e s t i n the p e e r group i s 
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Sacramento. They were 2.50. And t h e n t h e r e were 
t h r e e -- I know C l e v e l a n d was one of them -- at 2.25, 
and now I c a n ' t f i n d i t . C l e v e l a n d and Sacramento 
were two. I n f a c t , I ' l l p r o b a b l y be a b l e t o f i n d i t 
b e f o r e I l e a v e t o d a y . 

REP. LONGIETTI: Was Denver i n t h a t 
group? 

MR. BLAND: T h e i r base i s a c t u a l l y two. 
They a r e down w i t h us. O b v i o u s l y , a l l systems s o r t of 
have premium p r i c i n g . You know, we have a zone f a r e 
s y s t e m , as c e r t a i n l y does SEPTA and many of t h e o t h e r 
s y s t e m s , but Denver i s i n the p e e r group t h a t we l o o k 
a t . 

REP. LONGIETTI: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Randy 

V u l a k o v i c h . 
REP. VULAKOVICH: Thank you. H i , 

Mr. B l a n d . 
MR. BLAND: Good m o r n i n g . 
REP. VULAKOVICH: Q u i c k q u e s t i o n : The 11 

b r i d g e s t hat -- I had t h i s d i s cus s i on wi t h yo u s ome 
tim e ago. The 11 highway b r i d g e s t h a t you have t h a t 
you mus t mai n t a i n - -

MR. BLAND: R i g h t . 
REP. VULAKOVICH: -- how d i d you get 
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t hos e b r i dge s ? 
MR. BLAND: W e l l , we got them t h e same 

way we go t many o f t he c h a l l e nges t ha t we wor k o n a 
d a y - t o - d a y b a s i s . P o r t A u t h o r i t y was formed by s t a t e 
l e g i s l a t i o n i n 1959, and, e s s e n t i a l l y , i t was when 33 
fo r m e r p r i v a t e , f o r - p r o f i t c a r r i e r s were g o i n g 
b a n k r u p t and out of b u s i n e s s . So the P o r t A u t h o r i t y 
ended up ass u m i n g , you know, r e a l l y a l l t h e a s s e t s and 
l i a b i l i t i e s of t h o s e o p e r a t o r s , and some of them 
o p e r a t e d t r o l l e y s e r v i c e a l l o v e r t he r e g i o n . So t h e 
1 1 h i ghway b r i d g e s l a r g e l y a r e o l d t r o l l ey b r i dges 
t h a t , when t h e t r o l l e y t r a c k s were t a k e n up and 
s t r e e t s were put down, we, f o r , w h a t e v e r r e a s o n , 
r e t a i n e d o w n e r s h i p and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e b r i d g e s . 

Now, our 11 highway b r i d g e s we get -- q u i t e 
f r a n k l y , we c o o p e r a t e on a l o t of p r o j e c t s w i t h 
P ennDOT D i s t r i c t 1 1 and ge t t e r r i f i c s uppor t f ro m 
t h e i r s t a f f . PennDOT i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e b r i d g e s . We r e i m b u r s e f o r i t , b ut 
t h e n i f t h e r e i s a f i n d i n g , we a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
d e a l i n g w i t h t h e b r i d g e . I n f a c t , j u s t a c o u p l e 
months ago, the C e n t e r Avenue b r i d g e i n Emsworth, 
w h i c h i s a roadway b r i d g e , had t o be w e i g h t r e s t r i c t e d 
down t o 5 t o n s . So the i r o n y o f t h a t b r i d g e i s we own 
i t , we're r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t , we pay t o m a i n t a i n i t . 
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but as of t h i s moment, we're not a l l o w e d t o o p e r a t e 
any s e r v i c e o v e r i t . 

REP. VULAKOVICH: Do you have any a n n u a l 
c o s t f i g u r e s t o mai n t a i n t hes e b r i dge s ? 

MR. BLAND: Yeah. And i t ' s t h o u g h t --
t he mai n a n n u a l mai n t enance e xpens e i s t he i ns pe c t i on 
program, and i t ' s i n t h e h a l f m i l l i o n d o l l a r r a n g e . 

REP. VULAKOVICH: T h a t ' s p r o b a b l y not a 
f a i r q u e s t i o n , because a b r i d g e can be i n good shape 
and t h e n i n bad shape. 

A r e t he re any b r i d g e s t hat have t o be t o t a l l y 
r e p l a c e d by you? 

MR. BLAND: W e l l , t he c o u p l e now t h a t we 
have p r i m a r y c o n c e r n w i t h , one i s a t r a n s i t - r e l a t e d 
b r i d g e . We have a p e d e s t r i a n b r i d g e at our N e g l e y 
Avenue s t a t i o n on our E a s t Busway, one o f our b u s i e s t 
s t a t i o n s on our b u s i e s t f a c i l i t y . That p e d e s t r i a n 
b r i d g e had t o be f u l l y c l o s e d about t h r e e y e a r s ago. 
I t r e a l l y has no p r o s p e c t of b e i n g r e o p e n e d . I t ' s 
j u s t not s o m e t h i n g we've been a b l e t o move up t o t h e 
t o p . And t h e n most r e c e n t l y t h e C e n t e r Avenue b r i d g e 
has been w e i g h t r e s t r i c t e d . T h a t ' s p u r e l y a highway 
b r i d g e , f o r t he l a c k of a b e t t e r word. 

REP. VULAKOVICH: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. S t e v e , 
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t h a n k you v e r y much. 
MR. BLAND: Thank you a l l . Welcome t o 

P i t t s b u r g h and M o n r o e v i l l e . The 67A g e t s you i n t o 
town, f o r anyone who i s . . . 

CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: The bus dr i v e r i s 
n e x t , I gu e s s , Pat McMahon, who i s t h e p r e s i d e n t o f 
Amalgamated T r a n s i t U n i o n , L o c a l 85. P a t , welcome. 

I s R i ck B l oo mi n g d a l e he re t oday? 
MR. McMAHON: I d i d n ' t see him, t o be 

ho n e s t w i t h you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Come on down. R i c k . 
MR. McMAHON: He i s h e r e . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R i c k i s t h e new 

p r e s i d e n t of t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a AFL-CIO. So, 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . 

You don't mind i f R i c k s i t s up t h e r e w i t h you? 
MR. McMAHON: Not at a l l . I ' d be 

hon o r e d . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , 

welcome. 
MR. BLOOMINGDALE: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: P a t , f i v e m i n u t e s , 

s i r . 
MR. McMAHON: Thank you. F i r s t , I want 
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t o t h a n k e ve r yb o d y o n t h e p an e l f o r g i v i n g me t h e 
o ppo r t u n i t y t o co me her e t oday and s peak on t h i s v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t i s s u e o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n our Commonwealth. 

My name i s P a t r i c k McMahon. I'm t h e p r e s i d e n t 
and bus i ness agent o f L o c a l 8 5 of t he Amalgamat e d 
T r a n s i t U n i t . I n t h a t c a p a c i t y , I r e p r e s e n t a l l t h e 
t r a n s i t w o r k e r s who wor k f or t he P o r t Aut ho r i t y of 
A l l e g h e n y County. I a l s o c h a i r t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a J o i n t 
C o n f e r e n c e B o a r d of the Amalgamated T r a n s i t U n i o n , 
w h i c h , i n t h a t c a p a c i t y , I r e p r e s e n t and speak f o r 17 
o t he r communi t i es a c r o s s t he Co mmo nwe a l t h t hat a r e 
a l s o r e p r e s e n t e d by the Amalgamated T r a n s i t U n i o n . 
So, a g a i n , I ' d l i k e t o thank you f o r your e f f o r t s h e r e 
and t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak. 

As we a l l know, c u r r e n t l y i n the Commonwealth 
we a r e f a c i n g a $1.7 b i l l i o n a y e a r s h o r t f a l l t h a t t h e 
s t a t e needs j u s t t o m a i n t a i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s e x i s t i n g 
highway, b r i d g e , and p u b l i c t r a n s i t s y s t e m s . 
A d e q u a t e , e f f i c i e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n systems a r e 
c r i t i c a l f or t h e c i t i z e ns and e mpl oye r s of t he 
Commonwealth. F a i l i n g t o d e a l w i t h t h e e x i s t i n g 
c r i s i s wi l l s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e d u c e t he q u a l i t y of l i f e 
a c r o s s t h i s Commonwealth. 

As we know, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g s h o r t f a l l s 
i s n ot a new i s s u e i n our Commonwealth, and 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n p u b l i c t r a n s i t . We have n e v e r had a 
r e l i a b l e d e d i c a t e d f u n d i n g r e s o u r c e . A few y e a r s 
back, our G o v e r n o r , Ed R e n d e l l , p ut t o g e t h e r a 
Trans p o r t a t i on F u n d i ng and Re f o rm Commis s i o n and 
c h a r ge d t hem wi t h f i n d i ng s o l ut i ons t o o ur 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m s . 

I n 2007, t he p r o d u c t of t h e h a r d work of t h a t 
commi t t ee and o ur l e g i s l at o r s a t t he t ime was t he 
p a s s a g e o f A c t 44, w h i c h was an h i s t o r i c day i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . For t h e f i r s t t i m e , mass t r a n s i t had a 
p r e d i c t a b l e , d e d i c a t e d revenue s o u r c e t h a t i t c o u l d 
depend on. 

I'd l i k e t o p o i n t out t h a t d u r i n g t h a t 
p r o c e s s , many l e g i s l a t o r s have a p p r o a c h e d our u n i o n 
and m y s e l f p r o m i s i n g t h a t t h e s t a t e w ould do i t s p a r t , 
but t hey e x p e c t ed t he t r a n s i t w o r k e r s t o do t h e i r 
p a r t , and we d i d e x a c t l y t h a t . As t h e c h i e f e x e c u t i v e 
o f f i ce r o f t he Po r t Aut hor i t y o f A l l e ghe ny Co unt y 
p o i n t e d o ut i n h i s comment s i n t he Po s t - Gaz et t e on 
Monday, June 1 4 t h , our l a s t c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g 
agre ement t h a t was nego t i a t ed wi t h t he Amal gamat ed 
T r a n s i t U n i o n L o c a l 8 5 i n 2 00 8 s aved t he Po r t 
A u t h o r i t y of A l l e ghe ny County an e s t i mat ed $ 9 3 mi l l i on 
i n r e t i r e m e n t b e n e f i t s o v e r t h e n e x t f o u r y e a r s . I t 
r a i s e d c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o our h e a l t h c a r e and p e n s i o n s . 
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I n t h e words of Mr. B l a n d , t h e c o n t r a c t p r o d u c e d one 
o f t he l arge s t g a i ns i n t h e h i s t or y o f p u b l i c t r ans i t 
and t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y of A l l e g h e n y County. 

And a l t h o u g h we know, as t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
u n i o n , t h o s e s a c r i f i c e s we made were p a i n f u l , we 
b e l i eve t hat t h e y had t o be done i n o rde r t o s ho w t hat 
we -- t o show t h e Commonwealth t h a t we, as t h e 
w o r k e r s , a r e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n h e l p i n g i n p u b l i c t r a n s i t 
and we d e f i n i t e l y have a s t a k e i n the game. 

But as we a l l know, t h e law p a s s e d i n 2007 
r e l i ed he a v i l y on t o l l revenue f ro m I n t e r s t at e 8 0 and 
we a p p r e c i a t e d t o t h i s day and s t i l l a p p r e c i a t e what 
th e l e g i s l a t u r e d i d i n e n a c t i n g A c t 44. B u t , 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e p r o m i s e of funds from A c t 44 has 
e v a p o r at e d wi t h t he F e d e r a l H i ghway Admi n i s t r at i on 
r e f u s i n g t o a l l o w t h e t o l l i n g o f I n t e r s t a t e 80. As a 
r e s u l t , t h e f i x e d p r o m i s e by t h e l e g i s l a t u r e no l o n g e r 
e x i s t s . 

Due t o t he c u r r ent s h o r t f a l l of f u n d i ng i n 
t r a n s i t , t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s t h r o u g h o u t t he s t a t e have 
a l r e a d y been f o r c e d t o r a i s e f a r e s , c u t s e r v i c e s , and 
now ar e p l a n n i n g a d d i t i o n a l f a r e i n c r eas es and 
employee l a y o f f s . The c i t i z e n s most a f f e c t e d by t h e s e 
c u t s i n s e r v i ce a r e t he pe o p l e who ne ed p u b l i c t r a n s i t 
t h e most. These a r e t h e p e o p l e who depend on p u b l i c 
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t r a n s i t t o s u r v i v e . The m a j o r i t y of the t r a n s i t 
r i d e r s a r e c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s , p e o p l e who do not own 
p r i v a t e v e h i c l e s , t h e h a n d i c a p p e d and d i s a b l e d 
community, s e n i o r c i t i z e n s , and t h e av e r a g e and l o w e r 
i nco me wo r k e r s who mus t de pend on t r a n s i t t o t r a v e l t o 
and from work. For t h e s e p e o p l e , p u b l i c t r a n s i t i s 
t h e i r o n l y means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I f the p r o p o s e d 
c u t s were t o go t h r o u g h , t h e s e p e o p l e would be 
d i s c o n n e c t e d from l i f e . 

I t i s v e r y i mpo r t a n t f o r e v e r yone t o r e c o g n i ze 
t hat t r a n s i t i s t he l i f e b l ood o f t he c i t i ze ns of any 
community. A l l c i t i z e n s b e n e f i t from mass t r a n s i t , 
n ot j u s t t h o s e who use i t . Some examples i s t r a n s i t 
r e d u c e s t h e number o f v e h i c l e s on our roadways, w h i c h 
h e l p s w i t h c o n g e s t i o n , t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n . The 
e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e r e a r e fewer c a r s on the r o a d , w h i c h 
r e s u l t s i n l e s s e x h a u s t fumes and c l e a n e r a i r . I t 
h e l p s l e s s e n our dependence on f o r e i g n o i l . P u b l i c 
t r a n s i t p l ays a v i t a l r o l e i n t he eco nomi c de v e l opment 
of any r e g i o n . 

S o what do we do now? We nee d s o l u t i ons and 
i t ' s n ot easy, and we a l l know t h a t . S i m p l y p u t , we 
must f i n d new re v e n u e s t o f u n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and 
t her e a r e a myr i ad o f r eve nue s our ces out t he re t h a t 
o t h e r s t a t e s have used, gas t a x , o i l f r a n c h i s e t a x . 
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r e a l e s t a t e t r a n s f e r t a x , and t h e r e a r e many, many 
o t he r t ax re s o u r c e s t ha t c o u l d be cons i d e r e d f or 
a d d i t i o n a l r e v e n u e s , but I b e l i e v e t h a t t h a t i s 
so m e t h i n g t h a t our l e g i s l a t o r s , i t ' s your j o b -- our 
j o b t o h e l p you, but your j o b t o f i g u r e t h a t o u t , what 
b e s t f i t s our Commonwealth. 

One t h i n g t h a t c o n c e r n s l a b o r i s , f r o m t i m e t o 
t i m e , we he a r comments t h a t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n be t u r n e d 
o v e r t o t h e p u b l i c e n t e r p r i s e t h r o u g h p r i v a t e / p u b l i c 
p a r t n e r s h i p s . W i t h r e s p e c t t o t r a n s i t l a b o r , our 
p r i m a r y e f f o r t s have f o cus ed on p r omo t i n g u n b i as ed 
d e c i s i o n making i n o r d e r t o a v o i d a r t i f i c i a l l y imposed 
c o s t models and a n t i l a b o r m o t i v a t i o n s . We have sought 
t o b a r g a i n a g a i ns t j ob l os s es and ens ure t h e d e l i ve r y 
o f s a f e and e f f i c i ent t r a n s i t s e r v i ce s cons i s t ent wi t h 
l o c a l p o l i c i e s and agreements. 

We b e l i eve t hat be f or e t he Co mmo nwe a l t h e n a c t s 
any mandates on t r a n s i t p r i v a t i z a t i o n , i t must e n s u r e 
t h at a n y p ot e nt i a l c o s t sa v i n g s a r e p r op e r l y me a s u r e d 
and we i ghed a g a i ns t pot ent i a l adve r s e e f f e c t s on 
s a f e t y and s e r v i c e . Based on our e x p e r i e n c e w i t h i n 
t he ATU a c r o s s t he c ount r y wi t h p r i v a t i z a t i on i n t he 
t r a n s i t i n d u s t r y , we urge our l e g i s l a t o r s t o be v e r y 
c a r e f u l i n t h i s a r e a . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Sum up. 
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MR. McMAHON: I n c o n c l u s i o n , we know t h i s 
i s a v e r y d i f f i c u l t p r o b l e m , but t h e r e a l i t y i s i f we 
want a v i a b l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s tem, we must pay f o r 
i t . And I know, e s p e c i a l l y i n an e l e c t i o n y e a r , i t i s 
v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r an e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l t o r a i s e t a x e s , 
but t he a l t e r n a t i ve t o do not h i ng i s an eve n mor e 
d i f f i c u l t c h o i c e t o make, because i t would be 
d e v a s t a t i n g t o our Commonwealth. As an e l e c t e d 
o f f i c i a l m y s e l f , I u n d e r s t a n d t h e d i f f i c u l t y i n the 
t a s k our l e g i s l a t o r s a r e f a c e d w i t h . I t was not easy 
f or me t o t a k e a conces s i o nar y c o n t r a c t back t o my 
members, but we knew t h a t i t was t h e r i g h t t h i n g t o do 
and we d i d t h a t t o h e l p out and do our p a r t . 

On b e h a l f of a l l t he t r ans i t wor k e r s i n t he 
Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a , I thank you f o r your 
t i m e h e r e t o d a y , and we a l s o p l e d g e our s u p p o r t t o a l l 
l e g i s l at o r s who have t he p o l i t i c a l wi l l t o do t he 
r i ght t h i ng i n s uppo r t i ng a s o l ut i on f or 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n our Commonwealth. 

And I t hank you a g a i n and I woul d be mor e t han 
w i l l i n g t o t r y t o answer any q u e s t i o n s , i f anyone 
would have any f o r me. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, P a t . I 
t h i n k we're okay f o r now, so I ' d r e c o g n i z e P r e s i d e n t 
B l o o m i n g d a l e . 
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MR. BLOOMINGDALE: Thank you and good 
a f t e r n o o n . Chairman Markosek and Chairman G e i s t and 
members and s t a f f of t h e c o m m i t t e e s , v a r i o u s 
c o m m i t t e e s t h a t make up t h i s j o i n t c o m m i s s i o n . Thank 
you f o r c o n d u c t i ng t hes e h e a r i ngs t o a d d r e s s our 
Commonwealth's g r a v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s i s . 

I'm R i c h a r d B l o o m i n g d a l e , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
P e n n s y l v a n i a AFL-CIO, and by t h e way, t h i s i s t h e 
f i r s t h e a r i n g I'm u s i n g t h a t t i t l e a t . The 
P e n n s y l v a n i a AFL-CIO r e p r e s e n t s more t h a n 950,000 
w o r k e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . A l l o f them depend on 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o house, f e e d , c l o t h e , e d u c a t e , and 
a c c e s s h e a l t h c a r e f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s , t o s h a r e l e i s u r e 
t i m e w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s , and o t h e r members o f t h e i r 
c o m m u n i t i e s , not t o m e n t i o n g e t t i n g t o work. 

Of t h e n e a r l y 6 and a h a l f m i l l i o n w o r k e r s i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h o u s a n d s of t h e w o r k e r s t h a t we 
r e p r e s e n t c o n s t r u c t , m a i n t a i n , o p e r a t e t h e v a r i o u s 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n modes. For them, our Commonwealth's 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s i s s t a r t e d s e v e r a l y e a r s ago. For 
them and m i l l i o n s of our w o r k e r s , our n a t i o n ' s 
r e c e s s i o n s t a r t e d about t h r e e y e a r s ago. They a r e the 
f r o n t - l i ne c a s u a l t i e s o f s t a l l e d t r a n s po r t a t i on and 
n e g l e c t e d f u n d i n g , as many o t h e r s p e a k e r s have 
m e n t i o n e d , t h r o u g h no f a u l t o f the l e g i s l a t u r e . You 
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a l l t o o k t h e r e s p o n s i b l e a c t i o n s o f p a s s i n g A c t 44, 
and, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , key p i e c e s of i t were d e n i e d by 
r epr es ent a t i ves o f t he f e d e r a l government f ro m bot h 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . We know from f i r s t h a n d e x p e r i e n c e 
t hat we cannot re v i t a l i z e our e conomy unt i l we 
r e v i t a l i z e our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

P e r s o n a l t es t i moni es and p r e p o n d e r a n c e o f 
t e s t i mony at t h e s e h e a r i ngs s ends t he same ur gent 
message: P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
r e q u i r es compre he ns i ve r e v i t a l i z at i on and l ong- t e r m 
s u s t a i n a b l e f u n d i n g . L e g i s l a t i v e i n a c t i o n i s not 
a c c e p t a b l e . I n s t e a d , l e g i s l a t i o n t o g e n e r a t e 
l ong- t erm sus t a i n a b l e f u n d i ng f or t r a n s p o r t at i on 
r e v i t a l i z a t i on mus t be e n a c t e d now or t h e c r i s i s wi l l 
get p r o g r e s s i v e l y worse. 

The Penns y l v a n i a AFL- CI O advo c a t es a l e v e l of 
s u s t a i n a b l e t r a n s p o r t at i on f u n d i ng t ha t e n a b l es 
P e n n s y l v a n i a w o r k e r s t o r e s t o r e , m a i n t a i n , and enhance 
o ur t r ans p or t at i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s o our Co mmonweal t h 
can p r o p e l i t s e l f i n t o p r o s p e r i t y once a g a i n . 

T e s t i mo ny re nde r e d at t hes e h e a r i ngs has 
p r o f f e r e d many re venue s o u r c e s t h a t can be i nvoked 
i n d i v i d u a l l y and c o l l e c t i v e l y t o a c c o m p l i s h t h i s g o a l . 
P enns y l v a n i a AFL- CI O wi l l s uppo r t f u n d i n g p r o pos a l s 
t hat e q u i t ab l y s h a r e r e s po n s i b i l i t y a nd ben e f i t s a mo ng 
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a l l s t a k e h o l d e r s . L e t me emphasize e q u i t a b l y s h a r e 
and e q u i t a b l y b e n e f i t . Most of t h e f u n d i n g w i l l come 
from P e n n s y l v a n i a n s ; t h e r e f o r e , a l l b e n e f i t s of the 
f u n d i n g s h o u l d go t o P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , e s p e c i a l l y j o b s . 

The Penns y l v a n i a AFL s ugge s t s a mix o f t hes e 
r eve nue s our ces p r e s ent s t he mo s t e q u i t a b l e f ormul a 
f o r p r o c u r i n g s u s t a i n a b l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g . 
S uch a mi x t u r e wo u l d s p a r e any one gr oup of 
s t a k e h o l d e r s f r om be a r i ng an i n o r d i n a t e s h a r e of t he 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r f u n d i n g . Such a m i x t u r e , 
t h e r e f o r e , w ould not i n c l u d e what a r e n o r m a l l y c a l l e d 
P3, p r i v a t i z a t i o n or p r i v a t e / p u b l i c p a r t n e r s h i p s . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a AFL-CIO opposes p r i v a t i z a t i o n . 
We d i s b e l i eve t h a t p r i v a t e / p u b l i c p a r t ne r s h i ps a r e 
v i a b l e r e s p o n s e s t o t h i s c r i s i s . P r i v a t i z a t i o n and 
P3s do not e l i m i n a t e n o r red u c e our t a x e s , f e e s , and 
t o l l s . A l l e g e d s a v i n g s from p r i v a t i z a t i o n and P3s 
f r eq u e n t l y a r e b a s e d o n un f ou n d e d a n d so met i me s f a l s e 
a s s u m p t i o n s , skewed c o s t f a c t o r s , and f a u l t y 
c a l c u l a t i o n s . The r e a s o n i s s i m p l e : P a r t n e r s have 
c o n f l i c t i n g g o a l s . The p u b l i c p a r t n e r , government, 
s t r i v e s o r s h o u l d s t r i v e t o p r o v i d e s a f e , d e p e n d a b l e , 
c o m f o r t a b l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r a l l p e r s o n s . P r i v a t e 
p a r t n e r s , as p r i v a t e companies do, s t r i v e t o maximize 
p r o f i t s . P3s seek o n l y p u b l i c s e r v i c e o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
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t h a t a r e most p r o f i t a b l e t o them. The p r i v a t e 
compani es and P 3 s have bee n as s o c i at e d wi t h c u t t i ng 
j o b s and s e r v i c e s , r i s k i n g p u b l i c s a f e t y , and h i k i n g 
t h e i r t o l l s t o p r o t e c t t h e i r p r o f i t s . P r i v a t i z a t i o n 
and P3 s a r e not s ubs t i t u t e s f or re s po n s i b l e 
government. 

F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e government uses t h e s e 
h e a r i n g s t o s t a t e our case f o r r e s p o n s i b l e government. 
Thes e h e a r i n g s have h e l ped i l l umi nat e t h e d i s t i n c t i on 
betwee n f i c t i on and f a c t and t he d i f f ere nce b e t ween 
t a l k i n g p o i n t s and r e a l i t y . 

T h i s i s r a t h e r l o n g . I'm g o i n g t o s k i p ahead 
h e r e , because I see t h a t my t i m e i s r u n n i n g o u t , but I 
d i d want t o ment i on t ha t o ne of t he b a s i c nee ds of 
b u s i n e s s i s move t h e i r goods t o m a r k e t s , and one of 
t he bas i c ne eds o f bus i nes s es i s t o have wo r k e r s s how 
up f o r work. You can o n l y do t h a t t h r o u g h a good 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s tem, and as I s a i d e a r l i e r , we 
s uppor t t he nee d t o f und an ade quat e t r a n s p o r t at i on 
s y s t e m , good i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . O b v i o u s l y , we want 
P e n n s y l v a n i a w o r k e r s , u n i o n w o r k e r s , t o do t h o s e j o b s 
and t o b u i l d t h o s e r o a d s , d r i v e t h e b u s e s , make s u r e 
t h a t we have good, m i d d l e - c l a s s incomes f o r our 
work e r s i n t he s t at e and a go od t r ans p o r t at i o n s ys t em 
f or our b u s i nes s e s t o d e l i v e r t he goo ds t o t h e i r 
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m a r k e t s . 
Thank you f o r your t i m e , and I'd be happy t o 

answer any q u e s t i o n s . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay, P r e s i d e n t 

B l o o m i n g d a l e and P a t , P r e s i d e n t P a t . Any q u e s t i o n s ? 

(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Gentlemen, t h a n k you 

v e r y much. W e l l s a i d . W e l l spoken. Thank you. 
S l i g h t change i n t h e s c h e d u l e . We have some 

f o l k s t h a t have t o c a t c h an ACCESS t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , so 
Lucy S p r u i l l . L ucy, she i s w i t h t h e U n i t e d C e r e b r a l 
P a l s y of P i t t s b u r g h / C o m m u n i t y L i v i n g and S u p p o r t 
S e r v i c e s . 

MS. SPRUILL: Thank you. Chairman 
Markosek, members of t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee, and 
e v e r yo ne gat her ed he re t h i s a f t ernoon t o addr es s t he 
i mpo r t ant i s s ue o f t r a n s po r t a t i on i n t he Co mmonweal t h 
o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . Thank you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
t e s t i f y t h i s m o r n i n g . 

UCP/CLASS, f o r m e r l y U n i t e d C e r e b r a l P a l s y o f 
P i t t s b u r g h , i s t h e t h i r d - l a r g e s t n o n p r o f i t 
o r g a n i z at i on se r v i ng pe o p l e wi t h d i s a b i l i t i es i n 
W e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a . We s e r v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000 
p e o p l e wi t h d i s a b i l i t i e s d a i l y i n A l l egheny Count y 
a l o n e , most of them r e c e i v i n g d a i l y l i v i n g s u p p o r t i n 
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t h e i r own homes. We have a p p r o x i m a t e l y 600 employees 
who p r o v i de ass i s t ance of a l l k i nds t o o ur 
p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

Most of our p a r t i c i p a n t s , and, i n f a c t , most 
p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , r e l y s o l e l y 
o n p u b l i c t r ans po r t a t i o n f or a l l o f t h e i r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs. I n a d d i t i o n , many s e n i o r 
c i t i z e ns i n our Commonweal t h who can no l onge r d r i ve 
a l so r e l y on p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t at i on f o r a t l eas t s ome 
of t h e i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs. T h i s i s a s u b s t a n t i a l 
number of c i t i z e n s , b ecause we have t h e seco n d o l d e s t 
p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y and p e o p l e o v e r 65 a r e t h e 
f a s t es t g r o w i ng s e c t or of our p o p u l at i on i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a and a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n . 

I n A l l e g h e n y County a l o n e , at l e a s t 4,000 
p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s and ov e r 98,000 s e n i o r 
c i t i z e ns r e l y o n p u b l i c t r ans po r t a t i o n f or a 
s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t of t h e i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs. I n 
a d d i t i o n , o v e r h a l f of our employees r e l y on p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o ge t t o t he ho mes of t h e peo p l e t hey 
a s s i s t . W i t h o u t p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , our a b i l i t y t o 
as s i s t pe o p l e wi t h d i s a b i l i t i es t o ge t t o wor k o r 
s cho o l or t o re ce i ve l o ng- t er m c a r e i n t h e i r own homes 
would be s e v e r e l y compromised. 

UCP/ CLAS S s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s t he c r e at i on of a 
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p r e d i c t a b l e , d e d i c a t e d , and g r o w a b l e f u n d i n g s o u r c e 
f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , knowing 
f u l l wel l t h a t c r eat i on of such de d i c a t e d f u n d i ng wi l l 
i nvo l ve r a i s i ng s p e c i f i c t axe s or f ee s f or s p e c i f i c 
s e r v i ces and t h u s i mpos i ng a co s t on t he c i t i z ens o f 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . We w i l l s u p p o r t l e g i s l a t o r s who v o t e 
f o r t h e s e i n c r e a s e d r e v e n u e s . 

At t h i s t i m e , we have e f f i c i e n t , 
c o s t - e f f e c t i v e , and w e l l - u s e d p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
t h r o u g h o u t P e n n s y l v a n i a . P u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s 
a l so e n v i ronment a l l y s o und and a c h i eves t he g o a l of 
r e d u c i n g our use of i m p o r t e d and A m e r i c a n c a r b o n 
f u e l s . P u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n can be e i t h e r 
p a r a t r a n s i t , w h i c h i s door t o do o r , s h a r e d r i d e , 
a dvanced r e s e r v a t i o n , a c c e s s i b l e v e h i c l e s e r v i c e , or 
a c c e s s i b l e f i x e d r o u t e s e r v i c e . 

As t h e s a y i n g goes, t h e r e i s no f r e e l u n c h . 
We can e i t he r commi t f u n d i ng t o mai nt a i n t h i s v a l u a b l e 
r eso ur ce or we wi l l have t o commi t a d d i t i o n a l s t at e 
f u n d i n g t o unemployment c o m p e n s a t i o n , m e d i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e , and o t h e r forms o f r e l i e f f o r l o w - p a i d 
w o r k e r s and d i s a b l ed i n d i v i d u a l s who can no l onger get 
t o work w i t h o u t p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , t o i n c r e a s e 
medi c a l as s i s t a n c e cos t s f or n u r s i ng home c a r e f or 
s e n i o r c i t i z e n s and p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s who c a n ' t 
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s t a y i n t h e i r own homes because we c a n ' t get s e r v i c e s 
t o them, and t o c l e a n i n g up t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
cons equences of t hous ands mor e aut omo b i l es on our 
s t r e e t s and h i g h w a y s . 

T h i s y e a r marks t h e 2 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y of the 
pas s a g e o f t h e ADA, f e d e r a l c i v i l r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n 
w h i c h g u a r a n t e e s f a i r a c c e s s t o employment, p u b l i c 
accommodations, government s e r v i c e s , p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and c o m m u n i c a t i o n f o r p e o p l e w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s . A c c e s s i b l e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s the 
e n g i n e t h a t d r i v e s t h i s e n t i r e landmark law. W i t h o u t 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , we c i t i z e n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s 
have no way t o ge t t o j ob t r a i n i ng and h i gher 
e d u c a t i o n , p l a c e s of employment, p u b l i c 

accommodations, and government programs and s e r v i c e s . 
I f p u b l i c t r ans por t at i o n i s r educed b e l o w t he 

l eve l t h a t meet s r e a l needs o r i s p r i ced out of r e a c h 
of most c i t i z e n s , p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s w i l l a g a i n 
become i n v i s i b l e members o f our s o c i e t y . 

Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, 

Ms. S p r u i l l . V e r y good. V e r y good t e s t i m o n y . Any 
ques t i ons by t h e member s ? 

(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: No? Thank you v e r y 
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much, and we can e x i t t h i s way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Next i s John Tague from t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A l l i a n c e . Mr. Tague, you may p r o c e e d , 
when y o u ' r e r e a d y , f o r f i v e m i n u t e s . 

MR. TAGUE: Good a f t e r n o o n . Chairman 
Markosek and Chairman G e i s t . 

Coming out he r e t o d a y , i t c o s t me $9 and i t 
w i l l c o s t me $9 g o i n g back u s i n g t h e ACCESS sy s t e m , so 
i t ' s a s y s t e m t h a t ' s not i n e x p e n s i v e . Somebody had 
m e n t i o n e d s h a r e d r i d e b e f o r e , so I wanted t o throw 
t h a t o u t . 

As I s a i d , good a f t e r n o o n . I am John Tague, 
J r . I'm he r e t o d a y r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A l l i a n c e , a n o n p r o f i t a d v o c a c y group 
t h a t , f o r t h e p a s t 15 y e a r s , has a d v o c a t e d f o r 
a c c e s s i b l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The A l l i a n c e was the 
advo c a c y v o i ce be h i nd t he r u r a l s h a r e d r i de program 
f o r p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , a program t h a t p r o v i d e s 
r i d e s f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . 
F o r t y - f i v e p e r c e n t o f t h o s e t r i p s a r e t o go t o work. 

I've been an a d v o c a t e f o r p u b l i c t r a n s i t f o r 
ov e r a decade. I was p r e s i d e n t of t h e A l l e g h e n y 
County T r a n s i t C o u n c i l , a l e g i s l a t i v e l y mandated 
a d v i s o r y committee t o t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y . I'm 
c u r r ent l y a membe r o f t he l eade r s h i p t eam o f t he 
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Committee f o r A c c e s s i b l e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , an a d v i s o r y 
commi t t ee t o t h e Por t A u t h o r i t y and ACCES S p r i m a r i l y 
on d i s a b i l i t y i s s u e s . I r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y b o a r d committee m e e t i n g s . I n f a c t . Chairman 
Markosek, I remember when you s e r v e d on the P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y b o a r d . Chairman G e i s t , I was p a r t of the 
P enns y l v a n i a Tr ans po r t a t i o n A l l i ance t eam t h a t made a 
p r e s ent at i on t o t he T r a n s p o r t at i on F u n d i ng and Ref o rm 
Commi s s i o n i n Har r i s bur g o n t he i mpor t ance of p u b l i c 
t r a n s i t t o t h e d i s a b i l i t y community. We a l s o knew we 
had a s t r o n g s u p p o r t e r i n J i m Roddey, who was a member 
at t h a t t i m e , who has al w a y s been a f r i e n d of t h e 
d i s a b i l i t y community. The l a t e s e n a t o r J i m Rhoads was 
a ke y p a r t o f t he A l l i ance i n advo c a t i ng f o r a s h a r e d 
r i de program fo r peo p l e wi t h d i s a b i l i t i e s i n eve r y 
c o u n t y i n t h e Commonwealth. S e c r e t a r y B e i h l e r , when 
he was at t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y , was a s t r o n g s u p p o r t e r 
o f our ACCESS sy s t e m . To us i n t h e d i s a b i l i t y 
community, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n has al w a y s been c l e a r l y a 
n o n p a r t i s a n i s s u e . 

I spoke p r i m a r i l y t o t he Commi ss i on about t he 
i m p o r t a n c e o f l o c a l t r a n s i t , o v e r - t h e - r o a d b u s e s , 
t r a i n s , t o P e n n s y l v a n i a n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . O t h e r 
A l l i ance member s s po ke on t he i mpo r t ance of t he s h a r e d 
r i d e program f o r p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . One of the 
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Commission's recommendations was t o see t h a t e v e r y 
r u r a l c o u n t y i n P enns y l v a n i a had a s h a r e d r i de f or 
p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , and i t was i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o 
A c t 44. I am happy t o r e p o r t t h a t s h a r e d r i d e program 
i s a c t i v e i n a l l but one r u r a l c o u n t y . Chairman 
Markosek, t h a t ' s Westmoreland County. And I saw L a r r y 
M o r r i s h e r e e a r l i e r . 

The f u n d i ng f or t h i s p r ogr am comes f r om 
programs of s t a t e w i d e s i g n i f i c a n c e . I t i s our hope 
t hat t h i s co mmi t t ee wi l l c o n t i nue t o s uppor t f u n d i ng 
f or t he r u r a l s h a r e d r i de pro gr am f or pe o p l e wi t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

Even though I am an a d v o c a t e f or p u b l i c 
t r a n s i t , I r e c o g n i z e t h a t w i t h o u t s u f f i c i e n t r e v e n u e s 
f o r r o a d s and b r i d g e s , we w i l l c o n t i n u e t o see 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f our roa d s and b r i d g e s , t he same roa d s 
and b r i d g e s t h a t t he P o r t A u t h o r i t y b u s e s , ACCESS 
v e h i c l e s , and Greyhound buses use. We w i l l c o n t i n u e 
t o see more s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , more 
w e i g h t - r e s t r i c t e d b r i d g e s , and more b r i d g e s c l o s e d . 
The Po r t Aut hor i t y o wns at l e as t o ne b r i dge t hey 
cannot use. We w i l l c o n t i n u e -- w i l l we c o n t i n u e down 
t h i s p a t h unt i l we s ee a P enns y l v a n i a b r i dge c o l l aps e 
o n CNN? 

Trans i t - o r i e nt e d deve l o pme nt i s a v a l ue- added 
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p r o p o s i t i o n w h i c h we s u p p o r t . P u b l i c / p r i v a t e 
p a r t n e r s h i p s , an example, a l o c a l p a r t n e r s h i p between 
C l as s y Cabs and t he S out hwest e r n P l a n n i n g Commi s s i o n 
i n t h e p u r c h a s e o f a c c e s s i b l e t a x i c a b s . The use o f 
t echno l ogy i s a means o f i mpr o v i ng e f f i c i ency and 
r e d u c e s c o s t s . The smart c a r d t e c h n o l o g y c a p t u r e s 
f a r e s t h a t we know a r e b e i n g l o s t t h r o u g h a n t i q u a t e d 
c o l l e c t i o n systems and b r o k e n f a r e b o x e s . The use of 
E-ZPass on t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e keeps v e h i c l e s 
moving and r e d u c e s backup and was t e d f u e l . I wonder 
why we do no t have s mar t c a r d g o i ng t hro ugh t he t o l l 
s t a t i o n s on the T u r n p i k e . 

ACCESS, our l o c a l p a r a t r a n s i t p r o v i d e r , uses 
an e - p u r s e t o e l i mi n a t e t h e nee d f or cumber s o me paper 
t i c k e t s . ACCESS now uses a GPS s y s t e m t o t r a c k 
v e h i c l es t o p r o v i de d r i v e r s wi t h t he bes t r out es t o 
t r a n s p o r t our p a s s e n g e r s . These a r e l e s s o n s t h a t can 
be u s e d s t a t e w i d e . 

When I s t a r t ed t r a v e l i ng t o H a r r i s b u r g i n t he 
l a t e '90s, I used Amtrak s i n c e , o t h e r t h a n f l y i n g , i t 
was t he o n l y acce s s i b l e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o 
H a r r i s b u r g . A f t e r Greyhound began p u t t i n g l i f t s on 
buses p e r an agreement w i t h t h e J u s t i c e Department, I 
s t a r t e d t o use Greyhound. I t gave me more c h o i c e s and 
b e t t e r o n-time p e r f o r m a n c e t h a n Amtrak. I w i l l 
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c o n t i n u e t o use t h e t r a i n m o s t l y t o go t o DC, but I 
do -- now, o v e r t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s -- and I ' l l be 
c l o s i n g out -- I've r e n t e d a van, so I do r e c o g n i z e 
the i m p o r t a n c e of good ro a d s and b r i d g e s . 

So t h a n k you f o r your t i m e and your a t t e n t i o n . 
A r e t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s ? 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. V e r y good 
j o b . Thank you, s i r , and i f you c o u l d e x i t t h a t way 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

Next we have our o l d f r i e n d J o n a t h a n R o b i s o n . 
J o n a t h a n , good t o see you a g a i n . J o n a t h a n i s w i t h t h e 
A l l e g h e n y County T r a n s i t C o u n c i l . J o n a t h a n , welcome. 
You have f i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . 

MR. ROBISON: Be l e s s t h a n t h r e e . 
Good day, l a d i e s and ge n t l e m e n . I am he r e t o 

as k Re p r e s ent at i ve Jos e ph Mar ko s ek and Repr es ent at i ve 
R i c h a r d G e i s t f or l e ade r s h i p i n s o l v i ng t he 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c r i s i s . I am J o n a t h a n R o b i s o n 
154 N o r t h B e l l e f i e l d Avenue, P i t t s b u r g h 15213. I am 
p r e s i d e n t of t h e A l l e g h e n y County T r a n s i t C o u n c i l , 
ACTC, the l e g i s l a t i v e l y mandated c i t i z e n s a d v i s o r y 
body f o r the P o r t A u t h o r i t y o f A l l e g h e n y County. 

You a r e w e l l aware, I t r u s t , how v i t a l p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , e n e r g y 
c o n s e r v a t i o n , t h e economy, t h e r e g i o n , and o r d i n a r y 
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p e o p l e ' s l i v e s . O t h e r s a r e s h a r i n g s p e c i f i c s on t h e s e 
needs. You know t h a t t h e pr o b l e m s of t h e P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y , PAT, a r e s h a r e d by a l l 38 t r a n s i t o p e r a t o r s 
i n t h e s t a t e . You know t h a t PennDOT l a c k s n e c e s s a r y 
funds t o m a i n t a i n and r e p a i r our ro a d s and b r i d g e s . 

You have h e a r d at l engt h about a l l t he changes 
t hat P AT has made t o make t he t r a n s i t sys t e m mor e 
e f f i c i e n t and e f f e c t i v e . PAT w i l l c o n t i n u e t o make 
i mpr oveme n t s and ACTC wi l l co nt i nue t o s uppor t t hes e 
e f f o r t s , but s i m p l e a r i t h m e t i c w i l l t e l l you t h a t a l l 
poss i b l e i mprovement s cannot re s o l ve t he $5 0 mi l l i o n 
h o l e i n t h e PAT budg e t . 

I don't have a s i m p l e s o l u t i o n i n my p o c k e t . 
As I say, I am her e t o ask you f o r l e a d e r s h i p i n 
s o l v i n g our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c r i s i s . I have 
h e a r d p e r h a p s 15 s o l u t i o n s , and I am s u r e you have 
h e a r d more. What i s needed i s l e a d e r s h i p t o n e g o t i a t e 
a co ns ens us aro und o ne meas ur e or a package o f 
meas ur es and put t oget h e r t he v o t e s f or l e g i s l at i ve 
enactment. S u p p o r t by c i t i z e n s and community groups 
w i l l , of c o u r s e , be needed, and t h e r e we must p r o v i d e 
t h e l e a d e r s h i p , and the ACTC i s a l r e a d y t r y i n g t o 
h e l p , d i s t r i b u t i n g t h e s e c a r d s t h a t some p e o p l e have 
seen a s k i n g p e o p l e t o c a l l t h e i r l e g i s l a t o r s . I have 
more c a r d s a v a i l a b l e , i f anyone wants t o d i s t r i b u t e 
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some . 
Why do I as k yo u f or t h i s l e g i s l a t i ve 

l e a d e r s h i p ? I b e l i e v e -- and I'm t h i n k i n g e s p e c i a l l y , 
not e x c l u s i v e l y , of c o u r s e , t o R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Markosek 
and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t . I b e l i e v e t h a t you have t he 
knowledge, t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e s i t u a t i o n , t h e 
v i s i o n , and the c o n n e c t i o n s t o assemble a s o l u t i o n and 
get i t e n a c t e d . And, we're h e r e t o g e t h e r . P l e a s e 
s t a r t h e r e and now. 

Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. V e r y 

good. Good t e s t i m o n y . Thank you v e r y much. That was 
w o n d e r f u l and you sum i t up j u s t p e r f e c t . Thank you, 
J o n a t h a n . I f you c o u l d go out t h a t way, p l e a s e 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

I ' d l i k e t o get back t o t h e r e g u l a r agenda 
h e r e . Mr. Andrew B o n i , b o a r d member, P e n n s y l v a n i a 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Township S u p e r v i s o r s . Dave Sanko i s 
w i t h him as w e l l . 

A l s o , t h e A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e on Community 
Development, Mr. Ken Z a p i n s k i . Ken, a r e you he r e ? 

Mr. Dan Fri e d m a n i s my c o n s t i t u e n t , so 
welcome. 

Mr. B o n i and Mr. Sanko, you may p r o c e e d when 
r e a d y , s i r . F i v e m i n u t e s . 
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MR. BONI: Thank you. Chairman, members 
o f t he Ho use Tr ans po r t a t i o n Commi t t ee and t he Ho us e 
D e m o c r a t i c and R e p u b l i c a n P o l i c y Committee. 

Good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s Andrew J . B o n i . 
I'm t h e t o w n s h i p s u p e r v i s o r o f P e r r y Township i n 
F a y e t t e County, and I'm a l s o on t h e e x e c u t i v e b o a r d 
f o r t h e P e nn s y l v a n i a S t a t e As s o c i a t i o n o f T o w n s h i p 
S u p e r v i s o r s . Thank you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o appear 
b e f o r e you t o d a y . W i t h me t o my r i g h t i s D a v i d M. 
Sanko, our e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r . 

My t owns h i p was fo r c e d t o c l o s e a b r i dge t h a t 
r e q u i r e s emergency r e s p o n d e r s t o t a k e a 
f o u r - a n d - h a l f - m i l e d e t o u r , d e l a y i n g r e s p o n s e by e i g h t 
t o t w e l v e m i n u t e s . The c l o s u r e c r e a t e d p r o b l e m s a l s o 
wi t h s now re moval be caus e t he b r i dge i s l o c a t ed at t he 
b o t t om of a s t e ep s l ope and s e v e r a l home s a r e l o c a t ed 
a l o n g t h a t p o r t i o n o f t h e roadway. We e v a l u a t e d our 
o p t i o n s , and r e p a i r would c o s t $1.3 m i l l i o n . To 
r e b u i l d t h e b r i d g e w ould c o s t o v e r 3 m i l l i o n . S i n c e 
t h e b r i d g e i s not l o c a t e d o v e r any w a t e r , we 
de t e rmi ne d t he b r i dge can be co l l aps e d and t he r oad 
r e b u i l t f o r $550,000. I j u s t want t o r e m i n d you t h a t 
our budget f o r P e r r y Township i s $550,000. 

The A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s t h a t l o c a l r o a d s , 
s t a t e h i g h w a y s , and mass t r a n s i t w h i c h p r o v i d e s r i d e 
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s har e p r o grams a c r o s s most of P enns y l v a n i a t h a t a l l ow 
p e o p l e t o ge t nee ded me d i c a l c a r e c o m p r i s e a s i n g l e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e t work f o r t h e Commonwealth's 
t r a v e l i n g p u b l i c . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a has more t h a n 117,000 t o t a l r o a d 
m i l e s . T w o - t h i r d s o f t h e s e a r e owned and m a i n t a i n e d 
by l o c a l government, i n c l u d i n g t h o s e i n D i s t r i c t 11 
and 12. L o c a l government a l s o m a i n t a i n s more t h a n 
6400 l o c a l b r i d g e s o v e r 20 f e e t and a t h o u s a n d more 
b r i d g e s t h a t a r e l e s s t h a n 20 f e e t . These l o c a l r o a d s 
and b r i dges a r e a v i t a l l i nk i n our t r a n s po r t at i on 
n e t w o r k and p r o v i d e c h i l d r e n w i t h s a f e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
t o s c h o o l s , w o r k e r s w i t h r e l i a b l e a c c e s s t o j o b s , 
p a t i e n t s w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o d o c t o r s , and f a r m e r s 
wi t h a me ans t o move t h e i r f o od co mme r c e a c r o s s t he 
s t a t e and c o u n t r y . As su c h , t h e A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s 

I o c a l government i s es s ent i a l p a r t n er s wi t h t he s t a t e 
i n m a i n t a i n i n g our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y stem. 

I n 2008, m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n D i s t r i c t 11 sp e n t 
165.8 m i l l i o n on l o c a l r o a d s and b r i d g e s , y e t o n l y 
r e c e i v e d 34.5 m i l l i o n i n l i q u i d f u e l s f u n d s . D i s t r i c t 

I I has 509 l o c a l b r i d g e s , of w h i c h 27 p e r c e n t a r e 
c u r r e n t l y p o s t e d w i t h w e i g h t l i m i t s . Of a l l l o c a l 
b r i d g e s i n D i s t r i c t 11, 8 p e r c e n t , 42, a r e p o s t e d w i t h 
10 t o n s o r l e s s and a n o t h e r 2 p e r c e n t , 12, a r e 
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c u r r e n t l y c l o s e d . 
P i n e Township, A l l e g h e n y County, has a t t e m p t e d 

t o s e c u r e f u n d i ng f o r an i n t e r s e c t i on upgrade at S t a t e 
Route 910 and P e a r c e M i l l Road, two s t a t e - o w n e d 
roadways w i t h i n t h e t o w n s h i p . I n 1991, P i n e a p p o i n t e d 
an Impact Fee A d v i s o r y Committee, w h i c h a l l o w s 
muni c i p a l i t i es t o as s es s t r a n s p o r t at i on i mpact f ee s on 
new de v e l opment s t o p a r t l y de f r ay t he co s t s o f 
addr es s i ng t r a n s p o r t at i on i ss ue s c r e a t ed by a d d i t i o n a l 
t r a f f i c . 

I n t h e 1991 s t u d y , t h e Route 910/Pearce M i l l 
i n t e r s e c t i o n was d e s i g n a t e d as one of t h e h i g h e s t 
p r i o r i t y p r o j e c t s and funds were r e s e r v e d . Under A c t 
209, o n l y up t o 50 p e r c e n t of t h e t o t a l p r o j e c t c o s t 
may be p a i d u s i n g i m p a c t f e e d o l l a r s , and t h e t o w n s h i p 
had a gre at d i f f i c u l t y s e c u r i ng s t at e s h a r e o f f u n d i ng 
f o r t h i s p r o j e c t . The t o w n s h i p i s now a t t e m p t i n g t o 
have t he p r o j e c t combi ned w i t h a p l anned c u l v e r t 
b r i d g e re p l a c e m e n t t hat a r e adj o i n i ng t o t h e 
i n t e r s e c t i on whi ch s h o u l d p r o v i de an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
t he t o wns h i p t h e us e i mpact f ee s t o compl et e t h i s 
p r o j e c t . 

A l s o i n 2008, m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n D i s t r i c t 12 
spe n t 92.2 m i l l i o n on l o c a l r o a d s and b r i d g e s , y e t 
o n l y r e c e i v e d 24.2 m i l l i o n i n l i q u i d f u e l s f u n d s . 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

D i r e c t 12 has 507 l o c a l b r i d g e s , o f w h i c h 58 p e r c e n t 
a r e c u r r e n t l y p o s t e d w i t h a w e i g h t l i m i t . A l l l o c a l 
b r i d g e s i n D i s t r i c t 12, 28 p e r c e n t , 142, a r e p o s t e d at 
10 t o n s o r l e s s , and a n o t h e r 6 p e r c e n t , 32, a r e 
c u r r e n t l y c l o s e d . 

Morgan Township, Greene County, has o n l y 
$80,000 t o buy r o a d m a t e r i a l s f o r the r e s t of t h e y e a r 
f o r i t s 50 m i l e s of r o a d . T h i s i n c l u d e s e v e r y t h i n g 
from s a l t and c i n d e r s t o p a t c h , s t o n e , and Superpave. 
The bad wi nt e r was p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t o n t he 
t o w n s h i p , and i n a r e c e n t b i d , t h e c o s t of e m u l s i o n s 
a l o n e came i n a t $60,000. T h i s does not i n c l u d e 
s t o n e . C l e a r l y , t h e t o w n s h i p w i l l n ot be a b l e t o 
unde r t ake t h e t ar and c h i p p r oj e c t s t hat i t was 
p l a n n i n g t o do t h i s y e a r . A d d i t i o n a l examples o f 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on ne eds i n D i s t r i c t 1 0 and 1 1 a r e 
i n c l u d e d i n our p r i n t e d t e s t i m o n y . 

The A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s t h e l o c a l r o a d s , 
s t a t e h i g h w a y s , and mass t r a n s i t c o m p r i s e a s i n g l e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys t e m and t hat t he Co mmo nwe a l t h mus t 
m a i n t a i n t he p r e d i c t a b l e and re l i a b l e f u n d me t ho ds f or 
t h i s s y s tem. PSATS has gone on r e c o r d s u p p o r t i n g a 
gas t a x , r e a l i g n i n g t h e cap on the o i l f r a n c h i s e t a x , 
t y i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s t r u c t u r e t o the 
consumer p r i c e i n d e x , and the use of p u b l i c / p r i v a t e 
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p a r t n e r s h i p s . Any s o l u t i o n s h o u l d i n c l u d e at l e a s t a 
20 p e r c e n t s h a r e f o r l o c a l government, use of a 
r e s t r i c t e d a c c o u n t , and l i n k i n g any f e e s t o t h e 
consumer p r i c e i n d e x . 

And at t h i s t i m e , I ' d l i k e t o thank you f o r 
t e s t i f y i ng i n f ro nt of you t o day and woul d be mo re 
t h a n w i l l i n g t o a t t e m p t t o answer any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, Mr. B o n i . 
I have s a i d at ot her he a r i ngs t hat I f ee l t h a t any 
s o l u t i on t h a t we do have has t o i n c l ude l o c a l s e c t o r 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , c o u n t i e s , c i t i e s . We m e n t i o n about 
a l l t h o s e s t a t i s t i c s about d e f i c i e n t r o a d s , b r i d g e s , 
t r a n s i t , e t c e t e r a . Those a r e m o s t l y PennDOT, but we 
have a l mo s t an e q u a l numbe r o f l o c a l b r i dge s and r oads 
t h a t a r e i n d i r e need o f r e p a i r and r e p l a c e m e n t . 

I'm g o i n g t o j u s t ask you, as an e l e c t e d 
o f f i c i a l -- I've as k e d t h i s b e f o r e , t o o -- a r e you 
w i l l i n g , and o t h e r e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s i n your 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , t o p u b l i c l y s u p p o r t l e g i s l a t o r s who 
r epr es ent yo u i n Har r i s bur g o r s enat o r s w i t h t he i r 
v e r y d i f f i c u l t vo t es t h a t t he y may have t o do i n or der 
t o r a i s e t h i s k i nd o f mone y i n o r d e r t o h e l p you? 

MR. BONI: We most c e r t a i n l y w ould. You 
know f o r s u r e , Joe, t h a t Deberah K u l a , she w a l k s on 
wa t e r i n t h a t c o u n t y . She i s g r e a t f o r us, and 
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S e n a t o r K a s u n i c , a l s o . So w h a t e v e r we can do t o h e l p 
you, i f you h e l p us, w e ' l l g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. A l l 
r i g h t . 

Next we have Tim Z a p i n s k i . He's w i t h 
A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e on Community Development. They 
j u s t had a group i n Har r i s bur g t h i s week f r om t he 
A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e . 

S i r , f i v e m i n u t e s . You may p r o c e e d . 
MR. ZAPINSKI: I a p p r e c i a t e t h e 

0 ppo r t u n i t y t o s peak t o day and I appr e c i a t e your 
d e d i c a t i o n t o t h i s i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . And i t ' s c l e a r 
t h a t p e o p l e on t h i s p a n e l , t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h e r e 
t o d a y , r e a l l y u n d e r s t a n d t h e scope of t h e p r o b l e m . 

I'm Ken Z a p i n s k i , s e n i o r v i c e p r e s i d e n t f o r 
the A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e on Community Development. On 
b e h a l f of t h e c o n f e r ence and t he more t h a n 3 0 0 
e mpl o y e r s a c r o s s S out hwest e r n P enns y l v a n i a t h a t make 
up our R e g i o n a l I n v e s t o r s C o u n c i l , we urge t h e e n t i r e 

1 e g i s l at u r e and t he R e n d e l l admi n i s t r a t i on t o gr a p p l e 
w i t h t h e s t a t e ' s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m i n a s e r i o u s 
and c r e a t i v e way. E l e c t i o n y e a r " b u s i n e s s as u s u a l " 
i s no l o n g e r good enough. 

The A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e and i t s a f f i l i a t e , 
t h e G r e a t e r P i t t s b u r g h Chamber of Commerce, a r e 
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p r e p a r ed t o s e r i o us l y cons i de r any p r opo s ed package 
t h a t , one, a d d r e s s e s t h e p r o b l e m , and, two, has 
commi t t ed l e g i s l a t i ve champio ns wi l l i ng t o b r i ng i t t o 
a v o t e . 

Any s o l ut i on s e t has t o i n c l ude changes t ha t 
g i ve s t he s t a t e and c o u n t i es and c i t i es a d d i t i o n a l 
t o o l s t h a t t hey can us e t o be more ef f i c i ent i n how 
t h e y p r o v i d e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s o l u t i o n s . One such t o o l 
i s p u b l i c/ p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t p e r m i t s 
more f l e x i b i l i t y i n b u i l d i n g , d e s i g n i n g , f i n a n c i n g , 
and o p e r a t i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i on f a c i l i t i es t o ge t work 
done more q u i c k l y , more e f f i c i e n t l y , or f o r l e s s 
money. P3s a r e not a s o l u t i o n f o r e v e r y t h i n g , b ut i t 
make s no s ens e t o t i e o ur hands and not have a l l t he 
t o o l s p o s s i b l e at our d i s p o s a l . 

Ther e may be ot her ways t o change t he 
s t r u c t ure and p r o ces s o f how we p r o v i de t r a n s por t a t i on 
s e r v i ces i n t he s t at e t hat wi l l s ave money and/ o r make 
t h i n g s more e f f i c i e n t , and e v e r y t h i n g s h o u l d be on the 
t a b l e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

F i n a l l y , any p r o p o s e d s o l u t i o n has t o a d d r e s s 
t r a n s i t f u n d i ng i n a way t hat mai n t a i ns t he v i a b i l i t y 
of t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y o f t h e A l l e g h e n y County. A c t 44 
d i d not do t h a t . The P o r t A u t h o r i t y was a l o n e among 
t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s i n s ee i ng i t s s t a t e a i d de c l i ne under 
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A c t 4 4 co mpared t o t he s t a t e a i d aut h o r i z ed t he 
p r e v i o u s y e a r . S i n c e t h a t t i m e , t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s 
s t a t e a l l o t m e n t has been f l a t , w h i l e o t h e r a g e n c i e s 
have seen t h e i r f u n d i n g i n c r e a s e . 

O f t e n i n the p a s t , t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s d i r e 
f i n a n c i a l c o n d i t i o n s were l a r g e l y s e l f - i n f l i c t e d , 
s t emmi ng f ro m a wel l - me a n i ng l ack of manage r i a l 
d i s c i p l i n e t o l i v e w i t h i n i t s means. I t s i m p l y wanted 
t o p r o v i de more t r a n s i t se r v i ce t han t he co mmuni t y 
c o u l d s u p p o r t . That i s no l o n g e r t h e c a s e . Over t h e 
l a s t f o u r y e a r s , t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y has undergone more 
r a d i c a l improvements t h a n any o t h e r b i g c i t y t r a n s i t 
agency i n t h e c o u n t r y , b r i n g i n g i t s expenses and i t s 
o p e r a t i o n s i n l i n e w i t h r e a l i t y . 

And eve r y p a r t of t he communi t y has 
c o n t r i b u t e d s o m e t h i n g t o t h a t p a i n f u l , y e t n e c e s s a r y 
p r o c e s s . P a s s e n g e r s have p a i d t h e f a r e s as f a r e s have 
been adj us t e d t o kee p pace wi t h i n f l a t i o n and as 
i n e f f i c i e n t r o u t e s were c u t from t h e system. P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y w o r k e r s have seen l a y o f f s , wage f r e e z e s , and 
i t s t r ans i t u n i on b r ave l y pas s e d a gr oundbr e a k i ng 
co n t r a c t whi ch he l pe d t u r n t h e c o r ner on l o ng- t e rm 
l a b o r c o s t s . P o r t A u t h o r i t y management has r e a s s e s s e d 
i t s ent i r e networ k and i s i n t he p r o c e s s of whol es a l e 
change s t hat wi l l re s po nd b e t t e r t o t he nee ds of t he 
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community, and A l l e g h e n y County has r a l l i e d b e h i n d the 
changes, s u p p o r t i n g the l o c a l p o u r e d - d r i n k t a x and 
r ent a l c a r t ax t o p r o v i de i t s o wn d e d i c a t ed t r a n s i t 
f i n a n c e . 

Even w i t h a l l t h a t , b e c a u s e of t h e p r o b l e m s 
w i t h s t a t e t r a n s i t f u n d i n g , t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y i s 
f a l l i ng f a r t her b e h i nd and i s now c o n t emplat i ng a 
3 0 p e r c e n t s e r v i ce c u t t h a t woul d be d e v a s t at i ng t o 
t h e r e g i o n ' s economy and some of i t s most v u l n e r a b l e 
r e s i d e n t s . T r a n s i t must be a d d r e s s e d and t h e P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y ne eds t o be t r e a t ed f a i r l y compar ed t o t he 
r e s t o f t h e s t a t e . 

Thank you, and I'd be happy t o answer any 
q u e s t i o n s you m ight have. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mike C a r r o l l . 

REP. CARROLL: Thank you. Ken, f o r your 
t e s t i m o n y , and I s h a r e your v i e w t h a t p u b l i c / p r i v a t e 
p a r t ne r s h i ps ne ed t o be a compo nent as p a r t o f t he 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e s o l u t i o n . 

I'm w o n d e r i n g i f t h e A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e has 
c o n t empl a t ed or cons i de r e d t h e pos i t i on t aken by t he 
P enns y l v a n i a Chamber wi t h r e s pe c t t o s uppor t i ng a f u e l 
t a x i n c r e a s e . 

MR. ZAPINSKI: We have d i s c u s s e d 
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i n t e r n a l l y a number of o p t i o n s . We're w a i t i n g t o see 
what s o r t of package can get p r e s e n t e d t o us. I can 
say, h i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e and the 
Chamber, when t h e need f o r a f u e l s t a x i n c r e a s e has 
been made and l i nked t o s p e c i f i c i mpr ove ment s i n t he 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s tem, h i s t o r i c a l l y t h e C o n f e r e n c e and 
Chamber have s u p p o r t e d i n c r e a s e s o f g a s o l i n e t a x . 

REP. CARROLL: Seems t o me the 
P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber has made t h a t l i n k a g e a l r e a d y , so 
I urge your group t o t a k e a c l o s e l o o k a t t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: No o t h e r q u e s t i o n s ? 

(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. 

Dan? Mr. Dan Fr i e d m a n , who i s a group r e n t a l 
manager. E n t e r p r i s e R e n t - A - C a r . 

MR. FRIEDMAN: Thank you v e r y much. 
Chairman G e i s t , Chairman Markosek. I a p p r e c i a t e t h e 
o ppo r t u n i t y and I appre c i a t e yo u hos t i ng t h e s e 
h e a r i n g s so t h a t we can d i s c u s s t h e i s s u e s i n d e p t h . 

My name i s Dan Fr i e d m a n . I'm t h e group r e n t a l 
manager f o r E n t e r p r i s e R e n t - A - C a r ' s Western 
P e n n s y l v a n i a o p e r a t i o n s . E n t e r p r i s e R ent-A-Car -- or 
E n t e r p r i s e H o l d i n g s , w h i c h i n c l u d e s E n t e r p r i s e , 
N a t i o n a l , Alamo, i s P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s l a r g e s t r e n t a l c a r 
company. We employ 2300 p e o p l e i n t h e Commonwealth 
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and have 245 l o c a t i o n s . We p r o v i d e s e r v i c e t o 
1.1 m i l l i o n p e o p l e a n n u a l l y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . Our 
cu s t o m e r s a r e p r i m a r i l y r e s i d e n t s , r e s i d e n t s of the 
s t at e who re nt f r om our ne t wo r k of ne i ghbor ho od 
l o c a t i o n s . Many do so because t h e y need a t e m p o r a r y 
r e p l a c e m e n t v e h i c l e w h i l e t h e i r s a r e i n the shop. 
Thos e who ut i l i z e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t at i on r e l y on our 
networ k o f home c i t y l o c a t i ons i n p l aces l i ke 
W i l k i n s b u r g , O a k l a n d , and M o n r o e v i l l e , and l o c a l 
b u s i ne s s e s r ent as an a f fo r d a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e t o a i r 
t r a v e l . R e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r r e a s o n s f o r r e n t i n g , t h e y 
a l l s h a r e one t h i n g i n common. They pay a $2 a day 
t a x t o w a r d s t he p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a s s i s t a n c e f u n d . 

I n 2007, t he l e g i s l a t u r e and c o u n t y c o u n c i l 
s pent mont hs de b a t i ng and des i g n i ng a so l ut i o n t o t he 
P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s f i s c a l i s s u e s . U l t i m a t e l y , t h i s l e d 
t o ano t he r $ 2 a day t ax on t h e r e s i de n t s of A l l e ghe ny 
C ounty. As a r e s u l t , t a x e s now c o m p r i s e an a v e r a g e of 
23 p e r c e n t o f an i n d i v i d u a l ' s r e n t a l c a r b i l l i n t h e 
c o u n t y , t h e h i g h e s t r a t e i n t h e Commonwealth. 

D e s p i t e t h i s enormous i n v e s t m e n t of t i m e , 
e n e r g y , and r e s o u r c e s , not t o m e n t i o n t e n s of m i l l i o n s 
o f d o l l a r s i n a d d i t i o n a l d e d i c a t e d r e v e n u e , we've 
h e a r d t h e r e i s now a $50 m i l l i o n d e f i c i t . And 
a c t u a l l y j us t t o c o r r e c t a co u p l e of t he ot he r t h i ngs 
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t h a t have been m e n t i o n e d h e r e t o d a y , g o i n g o f f my 
s c r i p t a l i t t l e b i t , t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y a c t u a l l y was 
g i ve n t he oppor t u n i t y t o r a i s e an a d d i t i o n a l 
$45 m i l l i o n . So the d i s c u s s i o n about not g e t t i n g 
e x t r a money or ge t t i ng a d e c r eas e i n f u n d i n g i s not 
t r u e . Those two t a x e s t h a t Mr. Z a p i n s k i m e n t i o n e d 
r a i s e $45 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y . $28 m i l l i o n of t h a t i s 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y . 17 m i l l i o n o f i t 
i s moved away f ro m i t t o t he ge ner a l f und o r whe r e v e r 
i t ' s u s ed as p a r t of t h e c o u n t y b u d g e t . There i s 
$ 1 7 mi l l i on i n de d i c a t e d f u n d i ng t hat yo u pas s ed as a 
p a r t o f A c t 44 t h a t c o u l d and s h o u l d be used f o r t h e 
P o r t A u t h o r i t y . That 50 m i l l i o n d e f i c i t i s about a 
$ 3 3 mi l l i on def i c i t t h a t i s b a l l oo ned t o 50 as a 
r e s u l t of t h o s e f unds b e i n g us e d i n a way o t h e r t han 
you have a l l t o l d me t h e y were i n t e n d e d t o be use d . 

The g o a l of t he s e h e a r i ngs i s f i nd out how t he 
c u r r ent t r a n s po r t at i on f u n d i n g c r i s i s i s af f e c t i ng 
r e s i d e n t s and b u s i n e s s e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I'm 
s p e a k i ng on b e h a l f o f t he m i l l i ons of Pe nns y l v a n i ans 
and Pe nns y l v a n i a bus i ne s se s who have s pe nt t e ns of 
mi l l i o ns of d o l l a r s on t axes de s i gned t o s u p p o r t 
p u b l i c t r ans por t a t i o n o r a p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t at i on 
s y s t e m t h a t a p p e a r s t o be out o f money anyway. The 
c u r r ent s i t u a t i on p r ove s t hat t a x i ng i n d i v i d u a l 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

i n d u s t r i e s , and e s p e c i a l l y u n r e l a t e d ones, i s b o t h 
i n e f f e c t i v e and u n f a i r . 

I e ncourage eve ryo ne he re t o cons i d e r 
s c r a p p i ng t h e s e r egr es s i ve and s t agnant t axes i n f a v o r 
o f b r o ad- bas ed s o l ut i ons wi t h l ong- t e rm pot ent i a l f or 
s u c c e s s and revenue g r o w t h . E n t e r p r i s e i s co m m i t t e d 
t o wor k i ng wi t h t he G e n e r a l As s embl y on t h i s i s s ue and 
we as k t h a t you us e us as a r es our ce i n your 
d i s c u s s i o n s . We commend t h e l e g i s l a t u r e f o r c o n v e n i n g 
t hes e mee t i n g s and f or i t s co mmi t ment t o f i n d i ng a 
v i a b l e s o l u t i o n t o P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f u n d i n g i s s u e s and would be happy t o answer any 
q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. Thank 
you, Dan. You had m e n t i o n e d i n your t e s t i m o n y about 
w o r k i ng wi t h us f or s ome b r o a d - bas ed s o l u t i ons t o o ur 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m , and would you l i k e t o 
e l abor at e on what s o me of t ho s e may be? 

MR. FRIEDMAN: No. I would be happy t o 
work w i t h you on d i s c u s s i o n s , w h i c h was an o p p o r t u n i t y 
we wer e d e n i ed when t he s e p r e v i ous t wo t axe s wer e 
pass ed t h a t have p r o ven t o be f a i l u r e s and have bee n 
s o r t o f m i s u s e d , f r a n k l y , and we'd be happy t o be a 
p a r t i c i p a n t i n t h o s e c o n v e r s a t i o n s , b ut we were 
e x c l u d e d b e f o r e , and t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n s t h a t t o o k p l a c e 
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a f t e r t h e f a c t , t h e f e e d b a c k t h a t we r e c e i v e d from 
e l e c t e d members, i n c l u d i n g p e o p l e on t h i s c o u n c i l , a r e 
l a r g e l y t hat had t he y had mor e b a c k g r ound i n f ormat i on 
i n 2007, t h e y would not have a p p r o v e d t h e r e n t a l c a r 
t a x as one o f t h e p r o p o s e d s o l u t i o n s . 

S o I wo u l d s i mpl y s ay t hat we wo u l d be wi l l i ng 
and happy t o wo r k wi t h who mever i s i n t e r e s t ed i n 
s p e n d i n g some t i m e w i t h us, but as i t p e r t a i n s t o 
s p e c i f i c s o l u t i o n s , not at t h i s t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. T h a t ' s f a i r 
enough. Thank you. Gentlemen, thank you. 

A m e r i c a n C o n c r e t e Pavement A s s o c i a t i o n . 
Char l i e N i e d e r r i t e r i s t he c h i e f o p e r a t i ng of f i c e r of 
Gol d e n T r i a n g l e C o n s t r u c t i o n . 

MR. NIEDERRITER: Chairman Markosek, 
Chairman G e i s t , and members o f the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Committee, good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s Chuck 
N i e d e r r i t e r . I'm t h e COO of Go l d e n T r i a n g l e and s e r v e 
o n t he bo a r d of d i re c t o r s of t he P enns y l v a n i a c h a p t e r 
of t h e ACPA. I ' l l keep t h i s b r i e f . I t ' s a l m o s t happy 
hour on F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n . 

G o l d e n Tr i a n g l e has bee n i n b u s i nes s f or o v e r 
50 y e a r s . D u r i n g t h e peak of t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n s e a s o n , 
we e mpl oy about 3 0 0 s a l a r y and h o u r l y c r a f t w o r k e r s 
who b u i l d h i g h w a y s , a i r p o r t s , and u t i l i t y p r o j e c t s i n 
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P e n n s y l v a n i a . One o f t h e l a r g e s t segments of our work 
has h i s t o r i c a l l y bee n t he c o n c r et e p a v i n g wor k t hat we 
do. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , we a r e f a c i n g a t i m e of r e d u c e d 
f u n d i n g f o r roadway c o n s t r u c t i o n and r e p a i r s , i n 
g e n e r a l , and making t h i s worse f o r our company i s the 
f a c t t hat a l es s e r p r o p o r t i on o f t hos e f unds goe s t o 
c o n c r e t e p a v i n g . 

Our company has b u i l t many mi l es of c o n c r e t e 
p a v i n g , i n c l u d i n g a s e c t i o n o f I79 t h a t has r e q u i r e d 
z e r o m a i n t e n a n c e i n ov e r 20 y e a r s . Today, t h e p r i m a r y 
p r o j e c t s k e e p i n g our company w o r k i n g , our p a v i n g 
d i v i s i o n w o r k i n g , a r e t h e M o n - F a y e t t e p r o j e c t s and the 
f i r s t maj or c o n c r et e o v e r l ay of a h i ghway i n r e c e n t 
P e n n s y l v a n i a h i s t o r y . We thank Joe S z c z u r and t h e 
s t a f f at D i s t r i c t 1 2 f o r t a k i ng t he i n i t i at i ve t o l ook 
a t o t h e r s t a t es t o deve l op ne w s o l ut i ons t o o ur 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o b l e m s . I f not f o r t h e s e p r o j e c t s , 
many o f o ur empl o yee s woul d be l oo k i ng e l se where f o r 
the l i m i t e d work a v a i l a b l e . W i t h o u t a c t i o n soon, t h e 
c o n c r e t e p a v i n g i n d u s t r y , a l o n g w i t h t he cement 
i n d u s t r y and equipment m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r y , s t e e l 
i n d u s t r y , and a l l t h e r e l a t e d i n d u s t r i e s w i l l be 
f o r c e d t o l a y peo p l e of f and have d i f f i c u l t y 
s u p p o r t i n g t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

Over t h e p a s t s e v e r a l weeks, you've h e a r d a 
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l o t of members of our i n d u s t r y . P e n n s y l v a n i a has had 
a l o ng and s u c c e s s f u l h i s t o r y o f us i ng c o n c r e t e 
pavements. We have a p r o d u c t t h a t i s d e r i v e d from 
mate r i a l s mi ned and m a n u f a c t u r e d r i ght h e r e i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a , a p r o d u c t t h a t i s s u s t a i n a b l e , c o s t 
c o m p e t i t i v e on a f i r s t - c o s t b a s i s , and a p r o d u c t t h a t 
meet s and excee ds one o f t he mo s t s t r i ngent r i de 
q u a l i t y s p e c i f i c a t i o n s i n the n a t i o n . Our p r o d u c t i s 
d u r a b l e and l ong l as t i ng and can be r e s t ore d t o 
l i k e - n e w c o n d i t i o n when needed. 

When you i n c l u d e a l l t h e c o n t r a c t o r s , c o n c r e t e 
p r o d u c t m a n u f a c t u r e r s , and t h e cement i n d u s t r y , we a r e 
an i n d u s t r y t h a t c o l l e c t i v e l y employs o v e r 39,000 
h a r d - w o r k i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . P r i o r t o t h i s r e c e s s i o n , 
we c o l l e c t i v e l y g e n e r a t e d o v e r $6 b i l l i o n a n n u a l l y i n 
economic a c t i v i t y f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a , c o n t r i b u t i n g 
$300 m i l l i o n i n s a l e s t a x and 400 m i l l i o n i n f e d e r a l , 
s t a t e , and l o c a l income t a x e s . The c o n c r e t e p a v i n g 
i n d u s t r y , as members of t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Cons t r u c t i on Indus t r y and t he Keys t one T r a n s p o r t at i on 
F u n d i n g C o a l i t i o n , i s i n f u l l s u p p o r t of a 
$4.8 b i l l i o n a n n u a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n program t o a d d r e s s 
t h e s e unmet i n f r a s t r u c t u r e needs. We w i l l s u p p o r t 
t r a d i t i o n a l and i nno v a t i ve me t hods f o r r e a c h i ng t h i s 
a m b i t i o u s b ut much-needed l e v e l of i n v e s t m e n t . 
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I t ' s p r o b a b l y s a i d t h a t t h i s t y p e o f f u n d i n g 
i s somewhat s e l f - s e r v i n g f o r our i n d u s t r y , as w e l l as 
o t h e r s i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y . Perhaps t h i s i s 
t r u e t o some e x t e n t , b ut i t ' s a l s o t r u e t h a t we c a r e 
about t he emplo ye es and f a m i l i e s t hat wo r k i n t hes e 
i n d u s t r i e s . A l o n g - t i m e commitment -- a l o n g - t e r m 
commi t ment t o t he i n f r a s t r u c t u r e wi l l ke ep 
P e n n s y l v a n i a c i t i z e n s , u n i o n and n o n u n i o n a l i k e , 
w o r k i ng wi t h go od- p a y i ng j obs and b e n e f i t s and kee p 
them out of the unemployment l i n e s . 

Wi t h t h i s t ype of i nves t me nt i n our 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and i n our p e o p l e , we w i l l be a b l e t o 
b u i l d v i a b l e t r ans po r t a t i o n p r o d u c t s t h a t wi l l be 
e n j o y e d by our c h i l d r e n and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . We would, 
f o r example, be a b l e t o c o m p l e t e t h e e n t i r e 
M o n - F a y e t t e s o u t h e r n b e l t w a y c o r r i d o r , s p u r r i n g 
deve l o pme nt of o l d mi l l s i t es and t he r e b y a l s o 
c r e a t i ng goo d j obs f or t ho usands o f P enns y l v a n i ans who 
do not d i r e c t l y work f o r our i n d u s t r y . A l o n g - t e r m 
i nve s t ment i n o ur i n f r a s t r u c t u r e wi l l make our s ys t em 
s a f e r and l e s s co nge s t e d and i t wi l l h e l p t he econo my 
of t h e Commonwealth r e c o v e r and once a g a i n p r o s p e r . 

On b e h a l f of our c o n c r e t e p a v i n g i n d u s t r y , we 
s i n c e r e l y appre c i at e h a v i n g t h i s o ppo r t u n i t y t o 
t e s t i f y b e f o r e you f o r t h e s e p a s t s e v e r a l weeks. I 
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wi l l be happy t o ans wer any que s t i ons t h a t yo u may 
have . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. F i r s t of 
a l l , I know the C o n c r e t e A s s o c i a t i o n has been at a l l 
of our h e a r i n g s , and we r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 
You've been w o n d e r f u l as f a r as s u p p o r t i n g -- t r y i n g 
t o s u p p o r t what we're t r y i n g t o do. You've been f r o n t 
and c e n t e r and we c e r t a i n l y a p p r e c i a t e a l l you've 
done . 

We had t h e com m i t t e e , i n f a c t , up a t E s s r o c 
Cement i n L e h i g h V a l l e y a month, two months ago, 
N a z a r e t h , PA, so we've become v e r y f a m i l i a r and we've 
worked a l o t w i t h John B e c k e r i n H a r r i s b u r g . So we 
r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

Any q u e s t i o n s ? 
(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: No. Thank you, 

ge n t l e m e n . 
MR. NIEDERRITER: Thanks. Thanks a l o t . 
CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: Lynn Manio n f ro m t he 

A i r p o r t C o r r i d o r and a l s o Mr. B i l l Newland, who i s the 
c h a i r of the Committee f o r A c c e s s i b l e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

H i , Lynn. Good t o see you a g a i n . H o l d on, 
p l e a s e . Mr. Newland i s coming up. 

Ms. Manion, when y o u ' r e p r e p a r e d , you may 
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b e g i n , p l e a s e . F i v e m i n u t e s . 
MS. MANION: Thank you. My name i s Lynn 

Manion. I'm t h e e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f t h e A i r p o r t 
C o r r i d o r T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , ACTA. We a r e a 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n management a s s o c i a t i o n , a n o n p r o f i t 
member s h i p group r e p r e s ent i ng p r i v a t e bus i n e s s es and 
p u b l i c ent i t i es wi t h an i n t e r es t i n t r a n s po r t at i on 
i s s u e s i n t h e a i r p o r t c o r r i d o r , w e s t e r n s u b u r b s of 
P i t t s b u r g h . Our m i s s i o n i s t o reduce t r a f f i c 
c o n g e s t i o n and improve a i r q u a l i t y i n our a r e a . 

Over t h e p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s , we've worked w i t h 
t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y t o c r e a t e a sy s t e m t h a t g e t s 
w o r k e r s t o t h e i r j o b s , s t u d e n t s t o s c h o o l , and 
sh o p p e r s t o the r e t a i l a r e a s . W i t h t h e t r a n s i t hub at 
I KEA i n R o b i nso n Town Cent re and o ur on- demand 
R i de ACTA s hut t l e s e r v i ce t hat p r o v i de s l a s t mi l e 
s hut t l e s e r v i ce b e t ween t h e bus s t op and hundreds o f 
l o c a l j o b s i t e s , we a r e on our way t o a model sub u r b a n 
s h a r e d r i d e s y s tem, one t h a t i s u n i q u e i n t h e 
P i t t s b u r g h r e g i o n . Over t h e p a s t y e a r , we have seen 
our r i d e r s h i p i n c r e a s e w e l l o v e r 200 p e r c e n t . 

The ant i c i p a t ed c u t s i n s e r v i ce and i n c r eas es 
i n f a r es t h a t wi l l o c c u r i f a s us t a i n a b l e f u n d i ng 
s o l u t i on i s not f ound f or Penns y l v a n i a t r a n s i t 
a g e n c i e s w i l l d e v a s t a t e t h e model t h a t we've t r i e d t o 
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c r e a t e . 
Thes e a r e a f ew of t h e r e v e r b e r a t i n g 

cons equences of t he e l i m i n a t i on or re d u c t i o n of 
s e r v i ce f or peo p l e who l i v e and wo r k i n t he a i r p o r t 
c o r r i d o r : C l e a n i ng c r e ws who work o v e r n i ght i n 
o f f i c e s and at t h e M a l l at R o b i n s o n , many o f whom a r e 
dependent on p u b l i c t r a n s i t , w i l l not be a b l e t o get 
to work. R e t a i l and r e s t a u r a n t w o r k e r s i n t h e 
R o b i n s o n / N o r t h F a y e t t e r e t a i l c e n t e r , many of whom 
a l s o work n o n t r a d i t i o n a l h o u r s , w i l l not have a way t o 
get home. RideACTA s h u t t l e s f o r employees at Penn 
C e n t e r West O f f i c e Park t h a t meet up w i t h P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y se r v i ce t o t ake ent r y - l e v e l wo r k e r s t o t h e i r 
j o b s w i l l have t o be d i s c o n t i n u e d . The i m p a c t e x t e n d s 
beyond bus r i d e r s . W i t h more p e o p l e u s i n g t h e i r c a r s 
t o commute, t r a v e l t i m e on t h e Parkway West w i l l 
i n c r e a s e d e f i n i t e l y . And, of c o u r s e , ACTA's f u t u r e 
p l ans t o b u i l d our s uburban model and on- de mand 
s e r v i c e w i l l be put on h o l d . 

ACTA i s commi t t ed t o wo r k i ng w i t h t he Po r t 
A u t h o r i t y and a l l our r e g i o n a l t r a n s i t a g e n c i es unt i l 
a d e d i c a t e d s o u r c e o f f u n d i n g i s f o u n d . We ask our 
s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s t o make the same commitment, t o make 
f u n d i ng f or t r a n s i t and an o v e r a l l s us t a i n a b l e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys t e m i n P enns y l v a n i a t h e i r f i r s t 
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p r i o r i t y . 
I n c l o s i n g , I would l i k e t o submit t h e 

f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t from some o f ACTA's members and 
f r i e n d s . The s t a t e m e n t i s t h i s : We, t h e u n d e r s i g n e d 
f r i e nds and membe r s of t he A i r p o r t Co r r i dor 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , a r e w r i t i n g t o e x p r e s s our 
s uppor t f or a s us t a i n a b l e f u n d i ng s o l u t i on f o r t he 
P o r t A u t h o r i t y of A l l e g h e n y County. Many o f us have 
employees who depend on t h e bus t o get t o work. We 
r eco g n i z e t h e i mport ance o f ade quat e bus se r v i ce t o 
m a i n t a i n t he economi c v i t a l i t y of t he a i rpo r t 
c o r r i d o r . 

And t he s i g n e r s a r e A l l egheny Co unt y A i r p o r t 
A u t h o r i t y , A r m s t r o n g T e l e p h o n e Company, G i a n t E a g l e 
M a r k e t D i s t r i c t , J ohnson, M i r m i r a n & Thompson, R o b e r t 
K i m b a l l & A s s o c i a t e s , M a c k i n E n g i n e e r i n g , M a g u i r e 
Group, M a i n s t a y S u i t e s by C h o i c e P i t t s b u r g h A i r p o r t , 
th e M a l l at R o b i n s o n , NCO Group, P i t t s b u r g h T e c h n i c a l 
I n s t i t u t e , Smokey Bones R e s t a u r a n t , and V i t a l S i g n s . 
T h a t ' s i t . And t h e Township of Moon. I'm s o r r y . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: The Smokey Bones 

R e s t a u r a n t s t o o d out i n my mind. I don't see any 
q u e s t i o n s , so t h a n k s v e r y much. I know I spoke t o 
your group out at t h e c o u n t r y c l u b . S o u t h H i l l s 
C o u n t r y C l u b l u n c h t h a t you had. I t was, I t h o u g h t . 
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v e r y good, v e r y i n f o r m a t i v e . You l a u g h e d a t my j o k e s , 
s t u f f l i k e t h a t . But tha n k you. 

MS. MANION: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Mr. B i l l Newland. 
MR. NEWLAND: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: And you have a gu e s t 

w i t h you. 
MR. NEWLAND: C h a r l e s H i t t , who i s a l s o a 

member of t h e Committee f o r A c c e s s i b l e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 
And I , as c h a i r o f t h e com m i t t e e , would l i k e t o , f i r s t 
o f a l l , t h a n k t h e committee f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
e x p r e s s our c o n c e r n s . 

And t he Commi t t ee f or Acce s s i b l e 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n has worked w i t h t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y , as 
w e l l as ACCESS. We've done t h i s o v e r t h e p a s t s e v e r a l 
y e a r s t o ens ure t hat t hose who a r e d i s a b l ed a r e a b l e 
t o use b o t h modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I s u b m i t t e d t h e t e s t i m o n y , so I'm g o i n g t o 
g i v e you the a b r i d g e d v e r s i o n . And our c o n c e r n s 
a r e - - and many o f t hes e have been me n t i one d 
a l r e a d y -- t h e employment s i t u a t i o n . Those who a r e 
d i s a b l e d , many use p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , s u c h as 
buses and t h e r a i l s y s t em, i n o r d e r t o get t o work, 
and many of t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s have l o w - p a y i n g j o b s . 
S o t h e P o r t Aut h o r i t y b u s a nd r a i l t r a ns i t h a s b e e n --



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

i t ' s made i t i m p o r t a n t f o r them t o a f f o r d t o get t o 
and from work. And i n a d d i t i o n , we need p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n or der f o r a number of us t o ge t t o 
a p p o i n t m e n t s , as w e l l as o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s . 

Now, i t ' s been s u g g e s t e d t o me t h a t one way 
t h a t I c o u l d -- t h a t we c o u l d s o l v e t h i s p r o b l e m , 
s h o u l d t h e r e be a r e d u c t i o n i n bus and r a i l s e r v i c e , 
i s t o use ACCESS. And w h i l e t h a t may sound l i k e a 
good i d e a , t h i s o b v i o u s l y would put a bu r d e n on the 
ACCESS s y s t e m and, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e d i s a b l e d 
i n d i v i d u a l woul d have much mo re d i f f i c u l t y ge t t i ng t o 
and from h i s or h e r a c t i v i t y , o r , f o r t h a t m a t t e r , 
t h e i r j o b s . 

A l s o , r e d u c t i o n i n s e r v i c e , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
caus i ng t he d i f f i c u l t y i n get t i ng t o and f r om wo r k f or 
t h e d i s a b l e d p e r s o n , we a l s o r e a l i z e t h a t t h i s w ould 
cause s e v e r e c o n g e s t i o n i n t r a f f i c , b e cause t h o s e 
p e o p l e -- j u s t t h e p e o p l e , i n g e n e r a l , who use p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on wo u l d have t o o b v i o us l y r eso r t t o us i ng 
t h e i r p r i v a t e v e h i c l e . 

We do s uppor t what eve r meas ur es might be t aken 
w i t h i n r e a s o n t o get d e d i c a t e d f u n d i n g , w h i c h i s what 
we're l o o k i n g f o r , d e d i c a t e d f u n d i n g f o r p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . We've a l s o e n c o u r a g e d b o t h members of 
the Committee f o r A c c e s s i b l e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , as w e l l 
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as our Go l d e n T r i a n g l e C o u n c i l of the B l i n d , t o l e t 
t h e i r l e g i s l a t o r kno w o f t he ne ed f or de d i c a t ed 
f u n d i n g f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

A g a i n , thank you v e r y much. And i f you have 
any ques t i ons o r i f t he re i s a d d i t i o n a l i n f or mat i on 
you'd l i k e us t o p r o v i d e , I have i n d i c a t e d on my 
w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y t h a t my p a s t t e s t i m o n y i s a v a i l a b l e . 
Thank you a g a i n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. Thank you, 
Mr. Newland and a l s o t h e gen t l e m a n w i t h you. And 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l C o s t a has a q u e s t i o n . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

A c t u a l l y , my q u e s t i o n i s , I was w a t c h i n g you 
r e a d . Was t h a t b u l l e t p o i n t s o r was t h a t a c t u a l l y 
w r i t t e n o ut t h a t way? 

MR. NEWLAND: A c t u a l l y , i t was my own 
n o t e s , and tha n k goodness most p e o p l e c a n ' t r e a d 
B r a i l l e . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: I was j u s t commenting 
t o Repres ent a t i ve C a r r o l l t h a t i t was j u s t amaz i ng t o 
watch you do t h a t . God b l e s s you. Thank you f o r 
coming t o d a y . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, ge n t l e m e n 
and Ms. Manning. 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

The Penns y l v a n i a P u b l i c Tr ans por t at i o n 
A s s o c i a t i o n , PPTA. I know Mary Jo M o r a n d i n i , g e n e r a l 
manager o f t h e Be a v e r County T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , and 
you have some g u e s t s w i t h you. I don't see Denn i s 
LaRusse. You know D e n n i s , r i g h t ? 

MS. MORANDINI: Oh, y e s , we know Den n i s 
v e r y , v e r y w e l l . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: And R i c h F a r r , some 
of t h o s e guys. 

MS. MORANDINI: B o t h our c o l l e a g u e s . 
Thank you f o r t he oppor t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y at 

t o d a y ' s i m p o r t a n t h e a r i n g on p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f u n d i n g needs. My name i s Mary Jo M o r a n d i n i , and I'm 
t he ge ner a l manager of t he Be a v e r County Tr ans i t 
A u t h o r i t y . I'm he r e t o d a y r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e n i n e 
c ount i es i n S out hwes t P enns y l v a n i a out s i de of 
P i t t s b u r g h and A l l egheny Count y whos e me mbe r s co mpr i se 
t he Tr ans i t Ope r a t or s Commi t t ee of t he S out hwes t 
P e n n s y l v a n i a Commission. 

The t r a n s i t s ys t ems i n t he re g i o n i n c l ude 
s m a l l u r b a n and r u r a l , f i x e d r o u t e and s h a r e d r i d e 
t r an s p o r t a t i o n p r o v i d e r s i n c l u d i n g A l l i e d H u ma n 
S e r v i c e s i n Lawrence County, t h e Be a v e r County T r a n s i t 
A u t h o r i t y , B u t l e r T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , B u t l e r Community 
A c t i o n and Development, F a y e t t e C o o r d i n a t e d 
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T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , GG&C Bus Company, I n d i a n a County 
T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , M i d - C o u n t y T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , M i d 
Mon V a l l e y T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , New C a s t l e A r e a T r a n s i t 
A u t h o r i t y , W a s h i n g t o n County T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , and 
the Westmoreland County T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y . 

Thes e t r a n s i t s y s t ems combi ne d p r o v i ded n e a r l y 
4.6 m i l l i o n r i d e s a n n u a l l y i n t h e Southwest 
P e n n s y l v a n i a r e g i o n . Of t h i s t o t a l , o v e r 3.6 m i l l i o n 
r i de s a r e p r o v i de d a n n u a l l y o n f i xed r o u t e s e r v i ces 
and n e a r l y 1 m i l l i o n on t h e s h a r e d r i d e s y s t e m s . 
N e a r l y 1 m i l l i o n commuters t r a v e l i n t o P i t t s b u r g h 
from f i v e o u t l y i n g c o u n t i e s e v e r y y e a r . 

Ther e i s r i ch d i ve r s i t y i n r i der s h i p i n t he 
r e g i o n and a s t r o n g t r a n s i t - d e p e n d e n t p o p u l a t i o n . 
S i n c e t h e pass a g e of A c t 44, t h e f i x e d r o u t e p r o v i d e r s 
have a c h i e v e d an av e r a g e 20 p e r c e n t r i d e r s h i p g a i n , 
w i t h a n e a r l y 40 p e r c e n t g a i n i n P i t t s b u r g h - b a s e d 
commuter s e r v i c e s , even though t he p o p u l a t i o n i n our 
r e g i o n has been on a d e c l i n e . 

The a n x i o u s l y a w a i t e d , p r e d i c t a b l e , d e d i c a t e d 
f u n d i ng p r o v i de d under t he A c t 4 4 f ramework a l l o wed 
a g e n c i es t o advance t he i r v i s i o n o f t r a n s po r t at i on 
s e r v i ces i n t he i r own u n i q u e way and f i n a l l y pos i t i on 
t hem t o meet t h e gro wi ng demand f o r t r a n s po r t at i on 
s e r v i c e s . R u r a l F a y e t t e County was a b l e t o b e g i n 
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commuter s e r v i c e s t o P i t t s b u r g h . The s m a l l c i t y o f 
New Cas t l e t r a n s p o r t ed ove r 1 mi l l i on r i der s l as t 
y e a r . B u t l e r T r a n s i t r e c o g n i z e d s i g n i f i c a n t r i d e r 
g a i n s t h i s y e a r and c r e a t e d a s e r v i ce p l an f o r r a p i d l y 
g r o w i n g C r a n b e r r y Township. B e a v e r County i s 
a n t i c i p a t i ng i t s e i ght h co nse c u t i ve r eco r d r i der s h i p 
y e a r and a l s o l owere d i t s cos t p e r t r i p i n each of 
t h o s e e i g h t y e a r s . I n d i a n a County p a r t n e r e d w i t h t h e 
u n i v e r s i t y t o make s e r v i ce acce s s i b l e t o t h e s t udent 
p o p u l a t i o n . M i d Mon V a l l e y , W a s h i n g t o n , and 
West mo r e l and Co unt y T r a n s i t Aut hor i t i es wer e f i n a l l y 
a b l e t o meet t h e e v e r - g r o w i n g needs f o r commuter 
s e r v i c e s t o P i t t s b u r g h . 

I n a d d i t i o n , f a c i l i t i e s have been c o n s t r u c t e d 
or r e n o v a t e d , new buses have been p l a c e d i n s e r v i c e , 
t r a n s i t - o r i e n t e d d e v e l o pme nt p r oj e c t s a r e b e i ng 
u n d e r t a k e n by s e v e r a l t r a n s i t a u t h o r i t i e s , 
c o o r d i nat i on of human s e r v i ce t r a n s po r t a t i o n i s mor e 
p r e v a l e n t , and t h e r e g i o n a l t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s a r e 
w o r k i ng t oge t he r t o make t he t r ans por t at i on n e t work 
more s e a m l e s s and e a s i e r t o use. P e r f o r m a n c e 
s t a ndards ar e b e i ng es t a b l i shed t o ens ur e t he mo s t 
p r o d u c t i v e and c o s t - e f f e c t i v e s e r v i c e s . 

The l os s of A c t 44 funds e x a c e r b a t e d by t he 
p r o r a t e d 3.7 p e r c e n t d e c r e a s e i n s t a t e o p e r a t i n g 
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a s s i s t a n c e w i l l l e a d t o s e r v i c e c u t s , l a y o f f s , and 
f a r e i n c r e a s e s , r e v e r s e r i d e r s h i p g a i n s , and p r e v e n t 
a g e n c i es f ro m kee p i ng buse s and f a c i l i t i es i n a goo d 
s t a t e of r e p a i r . Low-income r i d e r s w i l l n ot be a b l e 
t o get t o t h e i r j o b s , human s e r v i c e s c l i e n t s w i l l not 
be a b l e t o get t o t h e s e r v i c e s t h e y need, and s e n i o r s 
and d i s a b l ed pe o p l e c o u l d v e r y wel l beco me i s o l a t ed i n 
t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s . 

The t i m e t a b l e w i l l v a r y by agency. However, I 
can n o t e t h a t i n a p p r o x i m a t e l y one y e a r , our agency 
w i l l l i k e l y implement a 25 - c e n t f a r e i n c r e a s e f o r 
f i x e d r o u t e s e r v i c e and a d o l l a r i n c r e a s e f o r s h a r e d 
r i de s e r v i ce s and our cumul at i ve d e f i c i t wi l l s t i l l 
r e a c h $4.1 m i l l i o n by 2018 and 4.8 m i l l i o n t h e 
f o l l o w i n g y e a r . T h i s l a r g e d e f i c i t i s i n s p i t e of an 
e xce l l ent s a f et y r e c o r d t h a t re s u l t s i n a 3 3 p e r c e n t 
r e d u c t i on i n f l ee t i ns u r a n c e p r emi ums o v e r t he l as t 
f i v e y e a r s , $100,000 e a r n e d d i v i d e n d s i n w o r k e r s ' 
c o m p e n s a t i o n , and a n e a r l y $290,000 r e d u c t i o n i n 
admi n i s t r a t i ve and o p e r a t i ng co s t s s i nce 20 0 8 a c h i e ved 
t hro ugh t he advancement of t h e new t e c h n o l o g i es and 
employee a t t r i t i o n . 

P u b l i c t r ans i t i s a v e r y l abo r - and 
c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e b u s i n e s s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e need 
t o m a i n t a i n f a c i l i t i e s and b u s e s , c o u p l e d w i t h 
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u n c o n t r o l l a b l e i n c r e a s e s i n o t h e r o p e r a t i n g c o s t s , 
i n c l u d i n g f u e l and h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e , can o f t e n n e g a t e 
most c o s t - r e d u c t i o n e f f o r t s i n our i n d u s t r y . 

I t ' s a l s o e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h a t t h e 
l oss o f A c t 4 4 has e ven gr eat e r r a mi f i c a t i o ns i f s t a t e 
c a p i t a l f unds a r e no t a v a i l a b l e t o mat ch f e de r a l 
f ormul a and pot ent i a l d i s c r e t i o nar y f unds t hat f l ow 
i n t o our r e g i o n . W i t h o u t t he r e q u i r e d 16 and 
t w o - t h i r d s p e r c e n t s t a t e s h a r e , our n i n e c o u n t i e s 
s t a n d t o l o s e m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s i n f e d e r a l a i d . 
Thes e f e d e r a l d o l l a r s woul d f l o w i nt o ot her r e g i ons 
a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y t h a t p l a c e g r e a t emphasis on p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t ure and a r e wi l l i ng t o 
p r o v i d e t h e r e q u i r e d m a t c h i n g f u n d s . The i m p a c t on 
our t r a n s i t systems would, of c o u r s e , be d e v a s t a t i n g . 
The Be ave r Count y de f i c i t s i t u a t i o n beco mes e ven 
g r a v e r i f s t a t e m a t c h i n g d o l l a r s a r e not a v a i l a b l e . 

I b r ought numer ous quot es f ro m bus r i der s t o 
s h a r e w i t h you. They appear as an a t t a c h m e n t t o t h i s 
t e s t i m o n y . I won't r e a d a l l of them. However, t h e y 
a r e c o n s i d e r e d an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h i s t e s t i m o n y . 
L e t me emphas i z e t h a t t hes e a r e r i der s f rom a l l wal ks 
o f l i f e who r e l y on p u b l i c t r ans po r t a t i o n mor e t han 
e v e r . T h e i r f e a r s e x p r e s s e d i n t h e s e q u o t e s a r e 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l y r e a l . Two of t h e s e q u o t e s I do want t o 
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s h a r e w i t h you. 
Kat h y : "Not o n l y am I s a v i n g money f o r 

m y s e l f . I am a l s o s a v i n g money f o r t h e s t a t e and my 
count r y because I am no t p u t t i ng o ne mor e s et of t i r e s 
onto an a l r e a d y d e p l e t e d highway s y s t e m . " And 
Th e r e s e : "My mother and I do not d r i v e . We need t h i s 
s e r v i c e v e r y b a d l y . P l e a s e do not t a k e i t away." 

I do have t o admit be i ng s u r p r i s ed at t he 
number of r i der s who ro de t he bus f or t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l b e n e f i t s t o the r e g i o n . I am not so 
s u r p r i s ed by t h e number of pe o p l e i n BCTA p u b l i c 
h e a r i n g s who t e l l us t h a t t h e y have chosen a p l a c e t o 
l i v e b ecause i t ' s on t h e bus l i n e . 

I t ' s more i m p o r t a n t t h a n e v e r t h a t we a l l 
r eco g n i z e t h e i mport ant ro l e of p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t at i on 
i n r e b u i l d i n g o ur d i s t r ess ed co mmuni t i es and r e d u c i ng 
our r e l i a n c e on f o r e i g n o i l , c r e a t i n g an 
e n v i ro nme n t a l l y f r i e n d l y a l t e r n a t i ve t o t he 
a u t o m o b i l e , and p r o v i d i n g a way f o r f a m i l i e s t o save 
t h e i r h a r d - e a r n e d d o l l a r s i n t h i s economic downturn. 
T h e r e f o r e , we recommend f u n d i n g l e v e l s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 
t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a F u n d i n g and Reform Commission. 

On b e h a l f of t he s mal l u r b a n and r u r a l s ys t ems 
i n t h e Southwest P e n n s y l v a n i a r e g i o n , I would a g a i n 
l i ke t o t hank you f o r t h i s oppo r t u n i t y and s i nce r e l y 
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hope t hat yo u can f i nd a v i a b l e s o l ut i on t o t he 
c u r r e n t f u n d i n g c r i s i s f o r h i g h w a y s , b r i d g e s , and t h e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of our p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m s . 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, 
Ms. M o r a n d i n i . Would you, f o r the r e c o r d , i n t r o d u c e 
your f e l l ow gue s t s t her e wi t h you? 

MS. MORANDINI: T h i s i s V a l e r i e K i s s e l l , 
t o my l e f t , f rom t he M i d Mon V a l l e y T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , 
L a r r y Mor r i s f r om t he West mor e l and Co unt y Tra n s i t 
A u t h o r i t y , and S h e i l a Gombita from t h e W a s h i n g t o n 
County T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mike C a r r o l l . 

REP. CARROLL: Thank you v e r y much, 
Mr. Chairman, and I a p p r e c i a t e you b e i n g h e r e t o d a y . 

I re p r e s e nt an are a i n t he no r t h e a s t e r n p a r t 
o f t h e s t a t e , S c r a n t o n , W i l k e s - B a r r e , and p a r t o f t h e 
Poconos, and I t h i n k we a l l have t o do a b e t t e r j o b so 
t hat p e o p l e i n t he gove rnment and i n t he co mmuni t y 
unde r s t and t he ne eds of l o c a l t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s t hat 
a r e n ' t SEPTA and P o r t A u t h o r i t y . The f a c t of t h e 
matt er i s t h a t t h e r e a r e r e a l t r a n s i t ne eds i n o t he r 
r e g i ons o f t h i s s t at e b e s i des j us t P i t t s bur gh and 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , and I would urge you t o p l e a s e work w i t h 
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your l o c a l l e g i s l a t o r s , b o t h i n t h e Senate and House, 
t o make s u re t h e y a r e awar e o f t he co l l e c t i ve ne eds i n 
a l l y our v a r i o u s c o u n t i e s . 

The f a c t of t he mat t e r i s t h a t t r a n s i t i s not 
j u s t a P i t t s b u r g h and P h i l a d e l p h i a m a t t e r . I t r e a l l y 
i s i m p o r t a n t i n a l l r e g i o n s o f the s t a t e , and so I 
hope t h a t y o u ' l l r e a c h out i n d i v i d u a l l y t o House and 
S enat e me mbe r s s o t hey a r e awar e o f t he t r a n s i t nee ds 
i n y o u r r e g i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t . 
REP. GEIST: Thank you. J u s t a q u i c k 

q u e s t i o n . We've a s k e d some o f the s m a l l e r groups l i k e 
y o u r s i n s h a r e d r i d e , how many t r i p s a y e a r a r e made 
i n yo u r o r g a n i z at i ons - - you can ans wer one o r 
t oge t h e r or however you want t o - - a r e made f or 
h o s p i t a l and m e d i c a l t r i p s on your s h a r e d r i d e . I 
know t hat numbe r j us t knocked o ur s ocks o f f i n 
C r a w f o r d County. 

MS. GOMBITA: S p e a k i n g f o r W a s h i n g t o n 
County, our a n n u a l s h a r e d r i d e t r i p s a r e about 280,000 
a ye ar and about 2 5 t o 3 0 p e r ce nt of t ho s e wo u l d be 
f o r m e d i c a l . 

MR. MORRIS: Westmoreland County T r a n s i t 
does not d i r e c t l y o p e r a t e t he s h a r e d r i d e , b ut we do 
o p e r a t e a c o u p l e of p a r a t r a n s i t programs. One i s a 
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m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n program, and t h a t i s 
a l l h o s p i t a l and m e d i c a l r e l a t e d . And i n s h a r e d r i d e 
a l o n e , t h e r e i s 125,000 of t h o s e f o l k s a y e a r i n 
West mo r e l and Co unt y t h a t a r e us i ng a t a x i s e r v i ce i n 
t h e s h a r e d r i d e n e t w o r k . 

MS. KISSELL: The M i d Mon V a l l e y t r a n s i t 
a u t h o r i t y o p e r a t e s a v e r y s m a l l p a r a t r a n s i t s e r v i c e , 
but I woul d v e n t u r e t o t e l l you t h a t p r o b a b l y 8 0 t o 
90 p e r c e n t o f t h o s e r i d e s a r e m e d i c a l . 

MS. MORANDINI: The BCTA p a r a t r a n s i t 
s y s t e m c a r r i e s about 100,000 r i d e r s a y e a r . I don't 
know t h e p e r c e n t a g e of t h o s e r i d e r s t h a t a r e m e d i c a l , 
but I do know t h a t i t ' s a p r e t t y s u b s t a n t i a l f i g u r e . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
V u l a k o v i c h . 

REP. VULAKOVICH: Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Ms. M o r a n d i n i , i n your s t a t e m e n t on t h e f i r s t 
page you have " S i n c e t h e pa s s a g e o f A c t 44, t h e f i x e d 
r out e p r o v i d e r s have a c h i e ved an a v e r age 20 p e r c e n t 
r i de r s h i p g a i n wi t h a ne a r l y 4 0 pe r c e nt g a i n i n 
P i t t s b u r g h - b a s e d commuter s e r v i c e s , even though t he 
p o p u l a t i o n " i s d r o p p i n g . 

What d i d A c t 4 4 do fo r you s p e c i f i c a l l y t h a t 
b r o u g h t a 20 p e r c e n t r i d e r s h i p g a i n ? 
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MS. MORANDINI: I n a d d i t i o n t o p r o v i d i n g 
a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g f o r t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s . A c t 44 gave 
each t r a n s i t agency a b e t t e r sense of s t a b i l i t y . I t 
p r o v i ded p r e d i c t a b i l i t y and a d e d i c a t ed f u n d i ng f or 
t r a n s i t t hat re a l l y e n a b l e d t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s t o t h i nk 
about t he b i g g e r v i s i o n of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n and a c t on 
t h a t . 

When f u n d i n g i s not p r e d i c t a b l e and s t a b l e , a 
t r a n s i t agency can become somewhat p a r a l y z e d , because 
i t d o e s n ' t know from y e a r t o y e a r t he l e v e l o f f u n d i n g 
t h a t ' s g o i n g t o be a v a i l a b l e . That was the b e a u t y of 
A c t 44 t h a t we r e a l l y d i d n ' t have i n any p r i o r 
l e g i s l a t i o n , t h a t sense of p r e d i c t a b i l i t y t h a t t h e r e 
was a d e d i c a t ed s our ce of f u n d i ng t hr ough t he I 8 t o l l 
r e v e n u e s , t h e 4.55 p e r c e n t s h a r e o f t h e s a l e s t a x , of 
c o u r s e , a t t h e ti m e we t h o u g h t was v e r y p r e d i c t a b l e , 
a l t hough t he re has been a s l i ght d e c l i ne i n t hat i n 
t he f i s c a l y e a r and pro b a b l y f o r t he n e x t c o u p l e of 
y e a r s . 

I t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h a t a g e n c i e s who o f t e n 
have a h a r d t ime t r y i ng t o f i gure out t h e e xpens e s i de 
i n t er ms of t he number of v o l at i l e l i ne i t e ms t h e r e 
a r e i n t h e bu d g e t , l i k e f u e l and h e a l t h c a r e and 
ut i l i t i es and f l e et i ns u r a n c e and s o m e t i mes pens i on 
p l a n s , t o not know t h e l e v e l of f u n d i n g t h a t ' s g o i n g 
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t o be a v a i l a b l e j us t makes our c h a l l e nge s s o much 
g r e a t e r , and t h e b e a u t y of A c t 44 p r o v i d e d t h a t sense 
of s t a b i l i t y . 

REP. VULAKOVICH: I agree w i t h a l l of 
t h a t , but you had t o do s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t t o get a 
20 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n your r i d e r s h i p . D i d you do a 
new p a r k - and- r i de where pe o p l e c o u l d come t o s o t h a t 
more p e o p l e would use t h e bus, or d i d you do b e t t e r 
a d v e r t i s i n g where a l l o f a sudden somebody s a y s , I'm 
g o i n g t o r i d e t h e bus now, or d i d you p r o v i d e more 
s e r v i ces s o t h a t mor e p e o p l e we re comi ng t o 
P i t t s b u r g h ? What d i d you r e a l l y g a i n from A c t 44 t h a t 
s p e c i f i c a l l y a l l o w e d you t o say, i n your o p i n i o n , hey, 
20 p e r c e n t r i d e r s h i p , I know why t h a t i n c r e a s e d , 
b e c a u s e o f t h i s . 

MS. MORANDINI: W e l l , t h e f i r s t t h i n g I 
can say i s i t k e pt t h e s e r v i c e a f f o r d a b l e . W h i l e I 
b e l i eve t hat e v e r y t r a n s i t agency s ho u l d pe r i o d i c a l l y 
i n c r eas e f a r es - - t he p r i c e o f any p r oduct and 
s e r v i ces i n c r e a s e s p e r i o d i c a l l y - - i t a l l owed us t o 
keep t h e s e r v i c e a f f o r d a b l e . We r e a l l y i n c r e a s e d 
s e r v i c e m o d e s t l y . I t h i n k we added an e x t r a e x p r e s s 
ru n t o P i t t s b u r g h . G a s o l i n e p r i c e s a l s o came i n t o 
p l a y , and when g a s o l i n e p r i c e s began t o f a l l , we were 
a c t u a l l y a b l e t o s us t a i n t he i n c r e as e t h a t we had 
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a c h i e v e d when g a s o l i n e p r i c e s were at t h e i r peak. 
In a d d i t i o n . A c t 44 p r o v i d e d t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e t o a number of t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s , and I 
t h i n k i n c l u d i n g some of t h e ones h e r e , t h a t p r o v i d e d 
t e c h n i c a l as s i s t ance t o re s t r u c t u r e s e r v i ce s t o make 
t hem more e f f i c i e nt and co s t e f f e c t i ve and mo re 
a p p e a l i n g t o t h e r i d e r . 

So I t h i n k i t ' s a c o m b i n a t i o n of f a c t o r s , b ut 
I t h i nk k e e p i ng t he s e r v i c e a f f o r d a b l e i s c e r t a i n l y 
p r e t t y h i g h on my l i s t . I c a n ' t speak f o r t h e o t h e r s , 
but I t h i n k t h e y s h o u l d a d d r e s s your q u e s t i o n . 

MR. MORRIS: I 'd l i k e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y . 
West mo r e l and Tr ans i t had s een d o u b l e- d i g i t i n c r e as e s 
i n t h e l a s t t h r e e y e a r s . T h i s y e a r has been k i n d o f 
even. We added a s i g n i f i c a n t amount of s e r v i c e , and 
A c t 44 a l l o w e d us t o do t h a t . And i t c o s t a l i t t l e 
b i t up f r o n t , b ut as we s t a r t e d t o f i l l t h o s e buses up 
and as we s t a r t ed t o de v e l op enough c h o i ces f or peo p l e 
t h a t t h e y f e l t c o m f o r t a b l e t r y i n g t r a n s i t , we fou n d 
t h a t t h o s e s e r v i c e s b e g i n t o s u s t a i n t h e m s e l v e s , at 
l e a s t a t s i g n i f i c a n t ( i n a u d i b l e ) f a r e s . But t h a t t o o k 
s ome t i me and i t t oo k t he a b i l i t y t o make t he 
i nve s t ment i n t he s e r v i ce and not be i n a pos i t i on 
where, w e l l , we can f u n d i t f o r s i x months, but beyond 
t h a t , we're unknown. 
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A c t 4 4 re venue gave us t he a b i l i t y t o make 
t h o s e i n v e s t m e n t s t h a t have p a i d o f f immensely. And I 
have t o be h o n e s t , t h e p r i c e of f u e l h e l p e d us, but 
when t h e p r i c e of f u e l went down, we d i d n ' t l o s e t h o s e 
r i d e r s . They a r e s t i l l r i d i n g on b u s e s . We l o s t v e r y 
few. And even as we speak t o d a y , I w i l l have a t r i p 
o r t wo l e a v i ng t he c i t y t o We s t mor e l and Count y t hat 
wi l l have pe o p l e s t a n d i ng on co mmut er bus es becaus e we 
have d e v e l o p e d t h i s k i n d o f s y n e r g y . And i t t a k e s 
some t i m e and e f f o r t . 

Yes, we d i d some m a r k e t i n g . Yes, we d i d some 
p a r k - a n d - r i d e , b ut I t h i n k t h e key was f r e q u e n t enough 
s e r v i ce o p e r a t i ng s o pe o p l e f e l t comf o r t a b l e t h a t t hey 
weren't g o i n g t o get l e f t . You c a n ' t r u n one t r i p i n 
and one t r i p back out and e x p e c t t r a n s i t t o be 
s u c c e s s f u l . I t has t o be f r e q u e n t enough t h a t p e o p l e 
f e e l c o m f o r t a b l e and know t h e y have o p t i o n s , and 
t h a t ' s been t he key f o r us, and t h e y have t o be 
wi l l i ng t o s ubs i d i z e t h a t mor e up f ro nt s o a y e a r or 
two or t h r e e down t h e r o a d , i t s t a r t s t o pay o f f . And 
we're s e e i n g t h a t now. 

MS. GOMBITA: From t h e p e r s p e c t i v e of the 
Mi d Mon V a l l e y T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , A c t 44 e n a b l e d us t o 
keep our f a r e s at t h e i r c u r r e n t l e v e l . We d i d n ' t have 
t o r a i s e our f a r e s . Not o n l y t h a t , b ut we were a b l e 
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t o t a k e a l o o k at our system, w h i c h i s a v e r y o l d 
sy s t e m o p e r a t i n g f o r 25 y e a r s , and a b l e t o i n v e s t i n 
some new i d e a s t o a t t r a c t r i d e r s o f c h o i c e . Much l i k e 
W e s tmoreland, we're at a d o u b l e - d i g i t i n c r e a s e f o r 
t h i s y e a r , a l s o . 

REP. VULAKOVICH: Thank you. One o t h e r 
q u e s t i o n , Ms. M o r a n d i n i . On your second page, you 
have " Low income r i d e r s wi l l no t be a b l e t o get t o 
t h e i r j o b s , human s e r v i c e c l i e n t s w i l l n ot be a b l e t o 
get t o t h e s e r v i c e s t h e y need, and s e n i o r s and 
d i s a b l ed peo p l e c o u l d v e r y we l l be come i s o l at ed wi t h i n 
t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s . " 

Now, i n t h e n e x t p a r a g r a p h , we t a l k e d about 
d e f i c i t s , and you say i n 2018, y o u ' l l r e a c h a d e f i c i t 
o f 4.1 m i l l i o n . Do you have a d e f i c i t t h i s y e a r ? You 
say "our agency," so I t h i n k t h a t ' s t h e one you 
r e p r e s e n t . 

MS. MORANDINI: W e l l , t h a t depends on the 
l e v e l of f u n d i n g t h a t ' s a v a i l a b l e t h i s y e a r , but what 
happens t o b u i l d t h a t d e f i c i t i s t hat we have pe aks 
and v a l l e y s i n our c a p i t a l r e p l a c e m e n t program. So 
a l l of t h e f i x e d r o u t e b u s e s , t h e coach buses and the 
4 0 - f o o t t r a n s i t b u s e s , come up f o r r e p l a c e m e n t about 
the same t i m e , so our t r a n s i t agency has t o s t a r t 
r ese r v i ng funds f or t h a t c r i t i c a l y e a r when t hos e 
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buses come up f o r r e p l a c e m e n t . O t h e r w i s e , we would 
neve r be a b l e t o come up wi t h c a p i t a l f u n d i ng f o r 2 5 
f i x e d buses t h a t a v e r a g e about $450,000 each. 

S o we have t o c a r r y o ur c a p i t a l p l a n out t e n 
y e a r s t o make abs o l u t e l y c e r t a i n t hat when we re ach 
t h a t c r i t i c a l p o i n t t h a t t h e f u n d i n g i s a v a i l a b l e , or 
we're g o i n g t o be at a p o i n t of no r e t u r n . So what 
happens i s we t a k e f e d e r a l f u n d i n g , and i f t h e 
o p e r a t i n g f u n d i n g i s n ' t t h e r e , i f t h e r e i s a d e c l i n e 
i n s t a t e f u n d i n g , we have t o s t a r t s p e n d i n g some 
f ede r a l mone y o n ope r a t i ng f u nds t hro ugh a s p e c i a l 
p r o v i s i o n i n t h e FTA r e g u l a t i o n s . And t h e n we a r e 
s p e n d i n g t h o s e c a p i t a l d o l l a r s f o r o p e r a t i o n s , and 
when we get t o t h a t c r i t i c a l p o i n t , t h e f u n d i n g i s not 
a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e f l e e t r e p l a c e m e n t needs. 

And t h a t ' s e x a c t l y what happened a few y e a r s 
ago when t he MP O f l e xed a m i l l i on and a h a l f d o l l a r s 
t o BCTA and a l s o a s i g n i f i c a n t amo unt t o t h e Por t 
A u t h o r i t y . We had r e a c h e d t h a t peak where we were 
k i nd o f r o b b i ng P et e r t o pay P a u l and we ne eded t ha t 
l arge i n f l ux of f u n d i ng i n t h a t g i ven ye a r t o b a l ance 
our b u d g e t . 

REP. VULAKOVICH: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, a l l . V e r y 

good. G r e a t . 
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Mr. Mike Edwards, P i t t s b u r g h Downtown 
P a r t n e r s h i p . J a c k Machek, 10,000 F r i e n d s , and a l s o 
Commi s s i o ner Tr i s ha K i r kpat r i ck f r om Arms t r ong Count y 
B o a r d of C o m m i s s i o n e r s . I s Mr. Machek h e r e from 
10,000 f r i e n d s ? No? I t ' s 10,000 l e s s p e o p l e . 

Mr. Edwards, f i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . 
MR. EDWARDS: Thank you v e r y much. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Markosek, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t , members 
o f t he Ho use Maj o r i t y and M i n o r i t y P u b l i c P o l i cy 
Committee. Welcome t o P i t t s b u r g h and thank you f o r 
h o l d i ng t he s t a t e wi de h e a r i ngs on s uch a c r i t i c a l 
i s s u e as t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I am the p r e s i d e n t and CEO 
o f t he P i t t s bur gh Do wnt own P a r t ner s h i p t hat r epr es e n t s 
t h e i n t e r e s t of 350 p r o p e r t y owners and 4500 
b u s i n e s s e s , a l o n g w i t h 5,000 h o u s i n g u n i t s t h a t make 
up t h e downtown c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . 

T r a n s po r t at i on may no t t y p i c a l l y ener g i z e t he 
p u b l i c t o i n u n d a t e t h e i r l e g i s l at o r s w i t h e - mai l s and 
l e t t e r s c a l l i n g f o r a c t i o n , b ut we and you, our 
e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s , know t h i s i s s u e i s i m p o r t a n t and we 
cannot a f f or d t o wai t u n t i l a f t e r t he No vembe r 
e l e c t i o n s t o s o l v e t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c r i s i s . 
The co ns e que nce s of pos t po n i n g d e c i s i on maki ng a r e t oo 
d i r e f o r the s t a t e ' s r o a d s , b r i d g e s , and p u b l i c 
t r a n s i t s y s t e m s . We encourage t he l e g i s l a t u r e t o a c t 
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now. 
The o r g a n i z a t i o n I l e a d , t h e P i t t s b u r g h 

Downtown P a r t n e r s h i p , i s a n o t - f o r - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n 
w h i c h pr o v i d e s a cons i s t ent v o i ce on i ss ues r e l a t i ng 
t o t h e v i t a l i t y o f downtown P i t t s b u r g h , one o f t h e 
most i m p o r t a n t of w h i c h i s downtown's c o n t i n u e d 
economic w e l l b e i n g . 

I n 2009, d e s p i t e t h e d e e p e s t r e c e s s i o n s i n c e 
t h e g r e a t d e p r e s s i o n , downtown P i t t s b u r g h c o n t i n u e s t o 

s t 

have s u c c e s s i n i t s evo l ut i on i nt o a 2 1 s t c e n t ur y 
c i t y . Today, downtown P i t t s b u r g h makes up 21 p e r c e n t 
of t h e c i t y ' s t o t a l p r o p e r t y t a x base and i s c r i t i c a l 
t o t he o n g o i ng he a l t h and wel l b e i ng of our e nt i re 
c i t y . A n y t h i n g t h a t n e g a t i v e l y i m p a c t s t he c e n t r a l 
b u s i ne s s d i s t r i c t wo u l d have a r i p p l e e f f e c t t h a t 
woul d n e g a t i v e l y i mpact t h e C i t y o f P i t t s b u r g h as a 
whole. 

Today, downtown i s home t o o v e r 8100 r e s i d e n t s 
and t h e w o r k p l a c e t o o v e r 140,000 d a i l y commuters. We 
are t he s eco nd- l arge s t empl oyme nt c e n t er i n t he s t at e 
of P e n n s y l v a n i a , and O a k l a n d , a n e i g h b o r h o o d w i t h i n 
t h e c i t y l i m i t s , i s the t h i r d - l a r g e s t employment 
c e n t e r . Most o f our downtown commuters l i v e w i t h i n a 
1 0 - m i l e r a d i u s of downtown, and as a r e s u l t , we have 
t he f o u r t h - l a r g e s t day s ur ge i n t o downto wn i n t he 
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c o u n t r y , c o m p a r a b l e t o Denver, C o l o r a d o . 
We know f rom re s e a r c h we co n d u c t ed i n 2 0 0 3 

t hat p u b l i c t r a n s i t i s t he ke y t o t h i s j ob and 
r e s i d e n t i a l d e n s i t y . We a l s o know from r e s e a r c h we 
are co n d u c t i ng no w t hat t h e number of do wnt own 
e mpl oyees us i ng p u b l i c t r a n s i t has i n c r e ase d 1 0 
p e r c e n t s i n c e 2003 and t h a t more p e o p l e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
11 p e r c e n t , a r e commuting w i t h f e l l o w commuters i n 
t h e i r c a r s and no l o n g e r d r i v i n g a l o n e . 

A t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , p u b l i c t r a n s i t t a k e s 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 45 p e r c e n t , or 60,000 p e o p l e a day, i n t o 
our downtown c o r r i d o r . I f t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y 
i m p l e m e n t s t h e i r p r o p o s e d 30 p e r c e n t s e r v i c e c u t s , 
many e mpl oye es who a r e u s i ng p u b l i c t r a n s i t now wi l l 
be f or ced t h e t ake t h e i r c a r s t o work or t o f i nd 
anot he r j ob c l o s e r t o home and l i k e l y out s i de of t he 
downtown c o r r i d o r . I n a s h o r t p e r i o d of t i m e , you 
wi l l have se r i o us t r a f f i c conge s t i on downto wn due t o 
i n c r e a s e d commuter t r i p s , p l u s e m p l o y e r s who depend on 
e mpl oyees who us e p u b l i c t r a n s i t f ace t h e l os s o f 
t hos e empl oyees and nee d t o l oo k o ut s i de of downt own 
f o r s u i t a b l e w o r k p l a c e s , f u r t h e r d e c r e a s i n g p r o p e r t y 
v a l u e s and p r o p e r t y t a x e s . 

S e v e r a l y e a r s ago. A c t 44 ap p e a r e d t o have 
s o l v e d t he f u n d i ng p r o b l ems i de nt i f i e d by t he 
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T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g and Reform Commission. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , we know b e t t e r now. I n c r e a s e d c o s t s 
and t he r e l i ance on t o l l i n g I 8 0 as a revenue s o u r c e 
have r es u l t e d i n eve n l a r g e r budge t d e f i c i t s t han 
o r i g i n a l l y t h o u g h t . Now t h e l e g i s l a t u r e must do t h e 
h a r d work of i d e n t i f y i ng t he re venue s o u r c e s t o me et 
t he ne eds of our ent i re s t a t e wi de t r a n s p o r t at i on 
s y s t e m . 

We urge t he l e g i s l a t o r s t o s i t down and wor k 
t o g e t h e r on a b i p a r t i s a n b a s i s t o s o l v e t h i s i s s u e . 
We have t oo much t o l os e t o l et t h i s i ss ue dr i f t unt i l 
a f t e r t h e November e l e c t i o n s . 

Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much. 

Thank you. 
Commi ss i o ner ? 

MS. KIRKPATRICK: Good a f t e r n o o n , 
C h a i rman Mar kos ek and members o f t he P e n n s y l v a n i a 
House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee. My 
name i s P a t r i c i a K i r k p a t r i c k , and I am c h a i r m a n of the 
A r m s t r o n g County B o a r d of Commissions. 

Arms t ro ng Co unt y i s a p a r t of Pe nnDOT D i s t r i c t 
10; however, I was u n a b l e t o be at y e s t e r d a y ' s h e a r i n g 
i n C l a r i o n d ue t o a s c h e du l i n g c o n f l i c t w i t h t he 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s ' p u b l i c m e e t i n g . A r m s t r o n g County i s 
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a l so a me mbe r o f t he S o uthwes t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a 
Commission, and I a p p r e c i a t e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o o f f e r 
comments at t o d a y ' s h e a r i n g . 

I n t h e g u i d e l i n e s f o r p r o v i d i n g t e s t i m o n y , the 
f i r s t q u e s t i o n p osed was, do you b e l i e v e t h a t our 
p u b l i c t r ans por t a t i o n and s t a t e h i ghway and b r i dge 
s y s t ems a r e i n a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s ? One o n l y has t o 
l ook as f a r as t he r ece n t l y r e l eas ed 2 01 0 R e p o r t C a r d 
f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s I n f r a s t r u c t u r e , t h e S t a t e 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y Committee's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f u n d i n g s t u d y , or t h e I n f r a s t r u c t u r e S t a t u s and Needs 
i n S o u t h w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a r e p o r t c o m p i l e d by the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f P i t t s b u r g h I n s t i t ut e of Po l i t i cs 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e Committee, w h i c h I c o - c h a i r w i t h 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l C o s t a -- n i c e t o see you, P a u l -¬
t o answer t h a t q u e s t i o n w i t h a r e s o u n d i n g y e s . 

Our b r i d g e s r e c e i v e d a C g r a d e , w h i l e our 
r oads and t r ans i t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e e ach re c e i ve d 
D-minus. N e a r l y one i n f i v e P e n n s y l v a n i a b r i d g e s a r e 
deemed f u n c t i o n a l l y obs o l e t e and o v e r one i n f our a r e 
s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . We have made some s t r i d e s i n 
r e d u c i n g the number of d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , but t h e 
s p e c i a l e mphasi s on b r i dge s t hr ough t he A c c e l e r a t ed 
B r i d g e Program, though a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y , has meant 
t hat f ewe r d o l l a r s have be en p r ogr ammed f or 
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m a i n t a i n i n g and u p g r a d i n g our r o a d n e t w o r k . 
The c u r re nt Arms t r ong Count y TIP has 

133 m i l l i o n of program p r o j e c t s . Of t h i s amount, o n l y 
about 2 3 m i l l i o n was a b l e t o be p r ogr ammed f o r h i ghway 
improvements. W h i l e 107 m i l l i o n was programmed f o r 
b r i d g e s , o n l y 6.1 m i l l i o n of t h i s was f o r c o u n t y 
b r i d g e s and none was f o r l o c a l b r i d g e s . That means 
t h a t o n l y 6.1 m i l l i o n was programmed o v e r a f o u r - y e a r 
p e r i od t o addre s s t he needs o f 6 7 c o u n t y and l o c a l 
b r i d g e s . And t h e p i c t u r e o n l y worsens i n t h e d r a f t 
TIP t h a t w i l l be a c c e p t e d by SPC l a t e r t h i s month. I n 
the d r a f t TIP, t h a t 6.1 m i l l i o n i s r e d u c e d by 200,000. 

D o i n g not h i ng i s not an opt i o n as we cons i d e r 
s o l u t i o n s t o t h i s c r i s i s . The f a i l u r e t o f i n d ways t o 
mai n t a i n and upgr ade our t r a n s p o r t at i on s ys t e m wi l l 
have d i re i m p a c t s on t he s a f e t y of our c i t i z e ns and 
our a b i l i t y t o r e m a i n e c o n o m i c a l l y c o m p e t i t i v e . 

A s t udy r e l e as e d l a s t y e a r by t h e P a c i f i c 
I n s t i t ut e f o r Res ear ch and E v a l uat i on i l l us t r at e s how 
t he co s t and se ve r i t y o f a c c i de nt s cause d by roadway 
c o n d i t i o n s f a r exceeds t h o s e c a u s e d by a l c o h o l , 
s p e e d i n g , and u n s a f e d r i v i n g h a b i t s . The s t u d y 
e s t i mat es t h a t ro adway- r e l a t e d a c c i de n t s co s t 
P enns y l v a n i a n s 8 7 4 mi l l i on i n medi c a l co s t s and 
2.3 b i l l i o n i n p r o d u c t i v i t y l o s t a n n u a l l y , p l a c i n g us 
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among the h i g h e s t i n t h e n a t i o n . 
We must c l e a r l y f i nd s o l ut i ons t o t h i s 

mount i ng f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s and t hos e s o l u t i o ns mus t 
addr es s t he gro wi ng nee ds of co unt y and l o c a l 
governments. There a r e ov e r 77,000 m i l e s o f l o c a l 
r o a d s and 6,400 l o c a l b r i d g e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . The 
Arms t r ong Co unt y Commi s s i o ner s s uppor t t he po s i t i on of 
the County C o m m i s s i o n e r s A s s o c i a t i o n of P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
w h i c h c a l l s f or r eve nue a l l o c a t i on t o co unt i e s bas e d 
upon each c o u n t y ' s r e l a t i v e b r i d g e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 
We a l s o s u g g e s t t hat f u n d i ng s o l ut i ons i n c l ude more 
t h a n s i m p l y c o n s i d e r i n g t a x i n c r e a s e s . O t h e r o p t i o n s , 
s uch as t o l l i ng t hat i s e q u i t a b l e i n a l l re g i ons of 
the s t a t e and i n c r e a s e d use o f p u b l i c / p r i v a t e 
p a r t n e r s h i p s , s h o u l d be e x p l o r e d i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l . 

I wi l l l e ave yo u wi t h t he i mpact of l i mi t ed 
f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s . Route 422 i s t h e major e a s t - w e s t 
a r t e r y t h r o u g h c e n t r a l W e s t e rn P e n n s y l v a n i a . For many 
y e a r s , we have been w o r k i n g w i t h I n d i a n a County 
o f f i c i a l s , as w e l l as t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Department o f 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , i n an e f f o r t t o upgrade t he Route 422 
c o r r i d o r between I n d i a n a and K i t t a n n i n g . I n 2003, t he 
SPC c o m p l e t e d a s t u d y o f t h e c o r r i d o r . I t r e v e a l e d 
t hat t her e were 1 4 s egment s whe re t he c r ash r at e s a r e 
h i g h e r t h a n t he s t a t e w i d e a v e r a g e s , and t h i s i s o v e r 
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j u s t a 2 5 - m i l e s e c t i o n . The e n t i r e c o r r i d o r s e c t i o n 
had h i ghe r - t han- a v e r age t r uck v o l umes and numero us 
a r e a s whe re t he h o r i z ont a l and v e r t i c a l geo me t r y do es 
not meet c u r r e n t d e s i g n s t a n d a r d s . 

For t he p a s t seven y e a r s , we have been w o r k i n g 
d i l i g e n t l y t o f i x t h i s c o r r i d o r . Through t h e 
e x t r ao r d i n a r y e f f o r t s o f o ur f e l l o w commi ss i o ner s i n 
I n d i a n a County, S e n a t o r Don W h i t e , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f 
P y l e , and t h e work o f SPC and PennDOT, work w i l l soon 
b e g i n on the f i r s t segment of t h i s highway. I t w i l l 
be t en ye a r s be t ween t he t i me t he pro j e c t s we re 
i d e n t i f i e d u n t i l j u s t one of them i s c o m p l e t e d . 

So w h i l e t h a t segment w i l l be i m p r o v e d , the 
o t he r s wi l l c o n t i nue t o be uns a f e t o t he t r a v e l i ng 
p u b l i c . Not f o r l a c k o f e f f o r t , not f o r l a c k of 
community s u p p o r t , not f o r t h e l a c k o f c o o p e r a t i o n 
from PennDOT. I t i s s i m p l y t h e l a c k of f u n d s . 

I ' d l i k e t o c l o s e by r e c o g n i z i n g t h e 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y work done by PennDOT. We work c l o s e l y 
w i t h D i s t r i c t 10 E x e c u t i v e Joe Dubovi and h i s s t a f f , 
and I can t e l l yo u f i r s t hand t ha t t he y have r a i s ed 
d o i n g more w i t h l e s s t o an a r t form. 

And I t hank you ve r y much f or t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 
to o f f e r t h e s e comments t o you t o d a y . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much. 
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We had Jo e Dubo v i a t our he a r i ng yes t e r d a y up i n 
C l a r i o n , and he d i d a v e r y good j o b t h e r e , t o o . A l l 
t he d i s t r i c t e x e c u t i ves I t h i nk have bee n d o i ng a 
r e a l l y w o n d e r f u l j o b . 

I'm g o i n g t o ask you t h e e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l 
q u e s t i o n t h a t I ask e v e r y e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l . S i n c e 
we're f e l l o w e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s , we know what t he 
c a l d r o n i s l i k e out t h e r e and we a l l need t h e f u n d i n g , 
and i t ' s no f u n , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h i s economy and t h i s 
p o l i t i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t , et c e t e r a . A r e you w i l l i n g , as 
an e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l and pe rhaps wi t h your B o a r d of 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s , t o p u b l i c l y back your -- you m e n t i o n e d 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P y l e and S e n a t o r W h i t e , e t c e t e r a -- i f 
t h e y have t o make some of t h e s e t o u g h f u n d i n g v o t e s ? 

I know and you've t e s t i f i e d t h a t we need t o 
t h i n k of t h i n g s o t h e r t h a n t h e gas t a x , and we don't 
d i s a g r e e w i t h t h a t , but t h e l i f t i s so heavy t h a t i t ' s 
p r o b a b l y g o i ng t o have t o i n c l ude s ome t h i n g s t h a t 
we'd n o r m a l l y not l i k e t o i n c l u d e . 

So I guess my q u e s t i o n t o you i s , as an 
e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l , w i l l you s u p p o r t t h o s e k i n d s o f 
f u n d r a i s e r s , i f you w i l l , f o r l a c k of a b e t t e r t e r m , 
and s uppo r t your e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s i n put t i ng up t hose 
v o t e s ? 

MS. KIRKPATRICK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , we work 
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c l os e l y wi t h our s enat o r s and o u r r e p r e s ent at i ve s i n 
A r m s t r o n g County. We have f i v e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n 
A r m s t r o n g County t h a t c o v e r t h e e n t i r e c o u n t y . I 
cannot speak f o r my f e l l o w B o a r d o f C o m m i s s i o n e r s . I 
can speak f o r m y s e l f t h a t , y e s , I would s t a n d u n i f i e d 
w i t h my s e n a t o r s , w i t h my r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . E v e r y day, 
count y go v e r nme nt mus t make e xe c u t i ve - l e v e l d e c i s i ons 
on f u n d i n g a l l t h e c o u n t y o p e r a t i o n s . The 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , b r i d g e s , r o a d s a r e one segment o f 
t h a t . County c o m m i s s i o n e r s s t a n d up e v e r y day and 
make f u n d i n g d e c i s i o n s a c r o s s our g e n e r a l f u n d b u d g e t . 
So, y e s , we would. 

MR. EDWARDS: As a v o t e r i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
I w ould s u p p o r t t h e i n c r e a s e i n gas t a x . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. Thank you 
b o t h . 

P i t t s b u r g h Community R e i n v e s t m e n t Group, 
Mr. C h r i s S a n d v i g , p r o j e c t manager, and G e n e v i e v e 
B a r b e e , community o r g a n i z e r h e r e . I ' d a l s o l i k e t o 
c a l l up B i k e P i t t s b u r g h , Mr. S c o t t B r i c k e r , who i s the 
e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , and Mr. P h i l A m e r i s from t he 
L a b o r e r s I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n . I s P h i l n ot h e r e ? 

Mr. S a n d v i g and Ms. Ba r b e e . 
MR. SANDVIG: W e l l , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 

t h a n k you, f i r s t o f f , f o r h o l d i n g t h e s e h e a r i n g s . I 
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can t e l l we're g e t t i n g v e r y c l o s e t o happy hour, 
b e c a u s e we've l o s t a few a l o n g t he way. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: We've been h e r e a l o t 
l o n g e r . Some o f t h e s e o t h e r ones have gone a l o t 
l o n g e r . 

MR. SANDVIG: I've been r e a d i n g t he news, 
w h i c h i s a l s o v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g . So, y e s , I a p p r e c i a t e 
t h a t . I t ' s g r e a t t o see you c o n t i n u i n g t o d e a l w i t h 
t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . 

I had s u b m i t t e d some t e s t i m o n y t h a t I'm not 
g o i n g t o r e a d t o you from. I t r u s t t h e i n t e l l i g e n c e 
o f t h e p e o p l e who a r e i n t h i s room. They u n d e r s t a n d 
t hat t her e i s an i s s ue her e and t h e r e i s i n q u i r i ng 
minds t h a t want t o know. I am g o i n g t o h i t some of 
the h i g h p o i n t s o f t h i s , b e c a u s e I t h i n k i t ' s v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t we have t h a t i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n , and I do 
have t h e P o w e r P o i n t b e h i n d me. A g a i n , we're g o i n g t o 
go t h r o u g h t h i n g s p r e t t y q u i c k l y h e r e , b e c a u s e i t ' s 
i m p o r t a n t t o see some s t u f f , b ut a t t h e same t i m e , 
keep t h i n g s moving ar o u n d . 

One of t h e t h i n g s t h a t you've h e a r d t o d a y i s 
t h a t t r a n s i t a f f e c t s a l o t of p e o p l e t h a t we don't 
n e c e s s a r i l y t h i n k about on a d a i l y b a s i s . We o f t e n 
t a l k about b r i d g e s and roads and p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . T h i s i s t h e SPC r e g i o n of our 
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m e t r o p o l i t a n p l a n n i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n . As you can see, 
t h e r e i s t r a n s i t i n j u s t about e v e r y s i n g l e c o u n t y , 
w h i c h our ge n t l emen f ro m Arms t r ong and B u t l e r Co unt i es 
or A r m s t r o n g and I n d i a n a a r e s t i l l h e r e t o see t h a t . 
I t ' s n ot j u s t w i t h i n S o u t h w e s t e r n PA. I t ' s a c r o s s t he 
s t a t e . 

The count i es i n b l ue have s ome f orm o f p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n beyond ACCESS, so, c l e a r l y , t h i s i s a 
s t a t e w i d e i s s u e . But i t has an economic s i d e , t h a t I 
don't t h i n k p e o p l e q u i t e r e a l i z e , t h a t we've been 
t a l k i n g about t o d a y . F i r s t o f f , l e t me say t h a t 
Mr. Z a p i n s k i , I echo e v e r y s i n g l e one of h i s comments 
wi t h r e g a r d s t o what t he P o r t Aut h o r i t y has done and 
t h a t needs t o be s u p p o r t e d , b e c a u s e we've c e r t a i n l y 
t ake n a l ot of wo r k i nt o acco unt i n A l l e ghe ny Co unt y 
t o make t h i s happen. 

I n A l l e g h e n y County, we spend $8100 a y e a r 
more p e r p e r s on t o d r i ve s ome where t han t o t ake t he 
bus. We have a s y s t e m t h a t t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y of our 
r i d e r s use t o get t o and from work. Those a r e 
t a x p a y e r s , t h o s e a r e v o t e r s who use t h e s y s t e m t o get 
t o and from t h e i r work, i n c l u d i n g p l a c e s l i k e 
M o n r o e v i l l e , w h i c h has a v e r y t r a n s i t - r i c h 
e n v i r o n m e n t . 

One of t he t h i ngs t h a t was on t h e f i r s t s l i de 
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t h a t I had f a i l e d t o m e n t i o n , we have a l o t h i g h e r 
r i de r s h i p i n t h i s re g i o n t han r e g i ons of t h e s ame 
s i z e . We a r e 2 3 r d i n metro, 1 7 t h i n r i d e r s h i p . 
T h a t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o keep i n mind. 

T h i s $8100, though, i s c r u c i a l f o r a number of 
r e a s o n s , not t h e l e a s t of w h i c h i s t h e f a c t t h a t i f 
you t ake t hat and yo u cons i de r we a r e go i ng t o l os e at 
l e a s t 55,000 of our r i d e r s t h r o u g h t r a n s i t c u t s , t h a t 
i n c r eas es t h e cos t t o t axpaye r s i n A l l egheny Count y by 
$420 m i l l i o n . Now, the q u e s t i o n I have i s , how i s 
s a v i ng $ 5 0 mi l l i o n i n r u n n i ng a s ys t e m wort h cos t i ng 
t a x p a y e r s $420 m i l l i o n o v e r t h e c o u r s e o f a y e a r ? 

T h i s i s a c a p a c i t y i s s u e as w e l l , b e c a u s e as 
you have h e a r d , a l l of our j o b s a r e i n downtown and 
Oa k l a n d . We have 130,000 j o b s i n t h o s e two a r e a s 
a l o n e . The c i t y a l o n e has 60 p e r c e n t of t h e j o b s 
w i t h i n A l l e g h e n y County. Downtown O a k l a n d a l o n e have 
more j o b s t h a n a l l t h e subur b a n c e n t e r s combined. 
When you c o n s i d e r t h a t 40,000 o f t h e p e o p l e who work 
downtown t a k e t h e bus or t h e t r o l l e y t o get t o work, 
t h a t ' s huge. That a l s o means t h a t when i t comes t o 
g e t t i ng p e o p l e t o j o bs and h a v i ng j obs r emai n i n t he 
r e g i o n , t h e l i k e l i h o o d goes down because we have a 
hub-and-spoke s y s t e m . E v e r y t h i n g goes i n . 

What i s a l s o i m p o r t a n t about t h i s , t h o u gh, i s 
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t hat a d d i t i o n a l mone y we a r e s p e n d i ng do es no t s t ay i n 
S o u t h w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t l e a v e s . I t goes t o 
companies l i k e B r i t i s h P e t r o l e u m , i t goes t o p l a c e s 
l i k e S a u d i A r a b i a , i t goes t o a u t o m o t i v e companies. 
I t does not s t a y h e r e . I t does not improve j o b s . 

So w h i l e we're t a l k i n g about 50,000 r i d e r s , 
t he t h i ng we s h o u l d a l s o keep i n mi nd i s t h e r e i s 
r o u g h l y 40,000 j o b s t h a t a r e al w a y s a t r i s k b e c a u s e , 
as a r e g i o n , we do not t r a v e r s e t h e r e g i o n . We have 
one of t h e h i g h e s t j o b c o n c e n t r a t i o n s i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

S e n i o r s a r e ano t he r p a r t o f t h i s t h a t we of t en 
n e g l e c t when we t a l k about t h i s , b ut t h e y a r e h i g h l y 
r e l i a n t on t r a n s i t t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r l i v e s . I s o l a t i o n 
i s a huge i s s u e w i t h i n t he s e n i o r community. AARP has 
come o ut on a number of oc c a s i o ns f or a robus t t r a n s i t 
s y s t e m t o s u p p o r t s e n i o r s . When we get i n t o 
s i t u a t i o n s o f home i s o l a t i o n , we get i n t o p r o b l e m s of 
d e m e n t i a , we get i n t o p r o b l e m s of m e d i c a l p r o b l e m s 
w i t h i n t h e homes t h a t p e o p l e c a n ' t get t o . You c a n ' t 
get pe o p l e who have medi c a l p r o b l e ms t o t he d o c t o r s i n 
a t i m e l y manner. I t ' s a c a s c a d i n g e f f e c t . As you can 
see from t he y e l l o w h e r e , we have a l o t of s e n i o r s . 

I would j u s t c l o s e by s a y i n g t h a t i t ' s v e r y 
i mpo r t ant t h a t we l o ok at t h i s f ro m t he eco no mi c 
p e r s p e c t i v e . I s i t r e a l l y w o r t h c o s t i n g A l l e g h e n y 
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Count y h a l f a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n o rde r t o s ave 
$ 5 0 mi l l i on? Do we r e a l l y ne ed t o add t wo mo re l anes 
t o our Parkway so t h a t we don't have t r a f f i c f rom 
Monr oe v i l l e t a k i ng an hour and a h a l f t o ge t t o wor k? 
And where i s t h e $ 2 b i l l i o n f or t h a t g o i ng t o co me 
f r om? 

Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: T h a t ' s why we're 

h e r e , I gu e s s . I t ' s g r e a t t e s t i m o n y . Thank you. 
V e r y good. V e r y w e l l done. We need t o get t h o s e 
numbers. 

Any q u e s t i o n s ? 
REP. GEIST: Can we r e v i s e t h a t i n a way 

t hat o u r guys woul d a l l under s t and? 
MR. SANDVIG: I'm s o r r y ? 
CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: The C h a i rman 

ment i o ned t h a t we ne ed t o put t he number s i n a way 
t h a t our members can u n d e r s t a n d . The ones t h a t a r e 
her e u n d e r s t a n d . 

MR. SANDVIG: Yes, y e s . We d e f i n i t e l y 
have t h e p e o p l e who get i t i n t h e room. I'm happy t o 
work wi t h Re p r e s e nt a t i ve G e i s t and Re p r e s ent a t i ve 
Markosek t o do t h a t . My c o n t a c t i n f o r m a t i o n i s on the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: V e r y good. 
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Mr. B r i c k e r . Oh, I'm s o r r y , ma'am. I t h o u g h t 
you two were t o g e t h e r . 

MS. BARBEE: No. My name i s G e n e v i e v e 
B a r b e e , and I'm from Community Human S e r v i c e s , w h i c h 
i s b a s e d out of Sou t h O a k l a n d i n P i t t s b u r g h . 

What I t h i nk has been i nt e r e s t i n g t oday - - and 
I've s u b m i t t e d my t e s t i m o n y , but I'm j u s t g o i n g t o 
b r i e f l y s peak abo ut i t and no t f ro m i t - - i s t h a t 
g e t t i n g h e r e , we t o o k a c a r . T a k i n g a bus i s p r e t t y 
u n r e a l i s t i c , t o be c o m p l e t e l y h o n e s t , from where my 
o f f i c e i s l o c a t e d . G e t t i n g a r o u n d t h e c i t y i s v e r y 
d i f f i c u l t f o r me, an a b l e - b o d i e d , 2 4 - y e a r - o l d woman, 
so I j u s t need t o k i n d of put t h a t out t h e r e . 

The s y s t e m we have i n p l a c e i s a good system. 
I t ' s one of the r e a s o n s why I s t a y e d h e r e i n 
P i t t s b u r g h . But the r e a l i t y i t ' s a l s o b r o k e n and 
t her e i s a l ot of pe o p l e t hat a r e s u f f e r i ng becaus e of 
i t , so I'm he r e t o r e p r e s e n t t h o s e p e o p l e . 

I n my t e s t i m o n y , I have comments from p e o p l e 
i n o u r p r ogr ams and a l s o p e o p l e t h a t r e c e i v e our 
s e r v i c e s . One comment -- the f i r s t t h r e e comments I 
have a r e a c t u a l l y from our homemakers. "The changes 
i n t h e r o u t e s , t h e t i m e s on t h o s e r o u t e s and the names 
o f t he bus es thems e l ves c h a n g i ng make i t ve r y 
d i f f i c u l t t o ge t t o a p p o i n t me nt s wi t h my c l i e nt s on 
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t i m e . " 
" Bus changes p r eve nt me f r om get t i n g t o 

c e r t a i n c l i e n t s on t i m e or at a l l . I don't f e e l 
e v e r y t h i ng was t aken i n t o cons i der at i on whe n t he y made 
r i d e r changes. T h i s c o u l d d i r e c t l y i m p a c t my j o b 
s e c u r i t y as a homemaker i f I'm c o n t i n u a l l y l a t e . " 

"The changes i n t h e buses a r e c r a z y . I t t a k e s 
t wo bus es no w t o get t o where I ne ed t o go where 
b e f o r e t h e r e was a d i r e c t r o u t e . T h i s makes i t 
i n c r e d i b l y d i f f i c u l t t o ge t whe re I need t o go o n 
t i m e . T h i s i m p a c t s t he amount of ti m e t h a t I spend 
w i t h each of my c l i e n t s . " 

What I've n o t i c e d i n t a l k i n g t o the p e o p l e 
t hat I wo r k w i t h and t he p e o p l e t h a t I s e r v e i s t h a t 
t h e y a r e n ' t aware of m e e t i n g s l i k e t h i s . They a r e not 
aware of the i s s u e s . They don't know what A c t 44 i s . 
I had t o r e s e a r c h i t b e f o r e I came. T h a t ' s a p r o b l e m . 
T h a t ' s why I came. I came because I'm a community 
o r g a n i z e r and I f e e l i t ' s my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o t a l k t o 
you guys and e x p r e s s what's g o i n g on where I'm from, 
but a l s o f or yo u t o t e l l me what I s h o u l d be t e l l i ng 
t he pe o p l e t hat I wo r k w i t h e ve r y day and t he pe o p l e 
t h a t I s e r v e . 

So, r e a l l y , I guess I'm he r e t o ask you what 
can I t e l l t hem? What can I go back and say as f a r as 
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how a r e we g o i n g t o f i x t h i s? What does a l l of t h i s 
me an? 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: W e l l , I t h i n k t h e 
whole r e a s o n we're h e r e i s t o answer t h a t q u e s t i o n , 
but I can j u s t sum i t up r e a l easy f o r you, i f you 
want a n i c e sound b i t e . 

I've s a i d many t i m e s p u b l i c l y t h e r e i s a word 
i n t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e t h a t r e a l l y s h o u l d n ' t be t h e r e 
b e c a u s e i t has no meaning, and t h a t word i s " f r e e w a y . " 
E v e r y t h i n g has c o s t t o i t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . There i s j u s t no s i m p l y f r e e way, and 
t h a t ' s a n i c e , s i m p l e t h i n g f o r you. Maybe you can 
t a k e t h a t . 

O b v i o u s l y , i t ' s more c o m p l i c a t e d t h a n t h a t , 
and t h a t ' s why we're h e r e . And t h i s i s our s e v e n t h 
h e a r i n g and a v e r a g i n g f o u r t o f i v e h o u r s each, so 
t h a t ' s t h e c o m p l i c a t e d p a r t and t h a t ' s what t h e p u b l i c 
d o e s n ' t see, e i t h e r , b ut t h a t ' s our j o b . We r e p r e s e n t 
them. I t ' s our j o b t o show up at h e a r i n g s and get a l l 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . So I h e l p t h a t h e l p s . 

MS. BARBEE: I t does, but I t h i n k what i s 
a l s o v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s t h a t t h e s e f u n d i n g i s s u e s , t h e y 
a r e v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d , r i g h t ? A g a i n , l i k e t h e p e o p l e I 
work w i t h e v e r y day, t h e y don't n e c e s s a r i l y u n d e r s t a n d 
as f a r as p a y i n g more i n some t a x . So I guess what 
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I'm a s k i n g i s , i s t h e r e a b e t t e r way t o k i n d of 
package t hat ? I s t h e r e a bet t e r way of e x p l a i n i ng t o 
the p u b l i c as f a r as i f you r a i s e t a x e s , t h i s i s how 
i t w i l l i m p a c t t h a t . Because I f e e l l i k e when you say 
r a i s e t a x e s , p e o p l e do get u p s e t , and t h a t ' s because 
t h e y don't u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i t does f u n d t h e s e v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s . So I guess i s t h e r e a b e t t e r way 
t hat I can do my j ob as f a r as e x p l a i n i n g t h a t t o 
p e o p l e ? 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: W e l l , we s t r u g g l e 
w i t h t h a t p r o b l e m a l l t h e t i m e , not j u s t f o r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

MS. BARBEE: I'm aware o f t h a t , but I 
f i g u r e d I ' d j u s t ask. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R i g h t . I t h i n k t h e 
f a c t t h a t y o u ' r e h e r e t o d a y h e l p s us, and t h a t ' s p a r t 
o f why we're h e r e , t o he a r from you, t o o , f o r t h e s e 
k i n d s of t h i n g s . We're open t o new i d e a s . R i c k and I 
have got 30 y e a r s p l u s each i n l e g i s l a t u r e , so we're 
not new t o d e a l i n g w i t h t h e p u b l i c . And yo u ' r e r i g h t , 
t h e r e a r e o f t e n c l o s e d e a r s u n t i l t h e y say, oh, my 
goodness, my t a x e s a r e g o i n g up and what i s t h a t a l l 
a b o u t . I t i s a p r o b l e m and we t r y t o d e a l w i t h i t 
e v e r y day, but yo u ' r e t e s t i m o n y has h e l p e d me, I know. 

Ar e t he re any ques t i o ns or a n y t h i ng? 
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(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: I t h e l p e d , so tha n k 

you . 
Mr. B r i c k e r . 

MR. BRICKER: S u r e . Good a f t e r n o o n . My 
name i s S c o t t B r i c k e r . I'm t h e e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r of 
B i k e P i t t s b u r g h , a 13 0 0-member-strong b i c y c l e a d v o c a c y 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . I ' l l a l s o a b o a r d member of 
P e n n s y l v a n i a Walks and B i k e s , a g r o w i n g s t a t e w i d e 
b i k e / p e d a d v o c a c y o r g a n i z a t i o n . I'm a l s o on the b o a r d 
o f n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l ed The A l l i ance f or 
B i k i n g and W a l k i n g . 

I want t o t hank yo u f or p r o v i d i n g me t he 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak t o d a y . I t ' s g r e a t t o see 
Chairman G e i s t h e r e , a l s o , who i s know i s v e r y 
s uppor t i ve o f b i c y c l i ng i s s ue s and i s a membe r o f t he 
PEPC Committee at t h e s t a t e l e v e l . So tha n k you v e r y 
much. I t ' s g r e a t t o see you. 

B i ke P i t t s b u r g h and P A Wal ks and B i ke s b o t h 
work t o deve l op p o l i c i e s and i n f r a s t r u c t ure t hat wi l l 
make more t r ans po r t a t i o n c h o i ce s a v a i l a b l e t o our 
c i t i z e n s and make our c o m m u n i t i e s more l i v e a b l e . We 
a i m t o c r eat e a t r a n s po r t a t i o n s ys t em t h a t i n t e g r a t es 
a l l modes, one w h i c h e n s u r e s t h a t P i t t s b u r g h e r s and 
P e n n s y l v a n i a n s a l i k e can s a f e l y t r a v e l on f o o t . 
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b i c y c l e , and by p u b l i c t r a n s i t . I'm he r e t o d a y t o 
s peak up f or t h e s e unde r r e p r e s e nt e d mode s o f 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on and t he many P enns y l v a n i a c i t i z ens who 
e i t h e r c u r r e n t l y wal k and r i d e or woul d l i k e t o wal k 
and r i d e , i f o n l y c o n d i t i o n s were s a f e r t o do so. 

As we a l l know, P e n n s y l v a n i a i s s u f f e r i n g from 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g r o a d and b r i d g e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , b ut l e t 
me add t hat we ar e a l s o s u f f e r i ng f ro m poor a i r 
q u a l i t y i n our ur b a n a r e a s , o b e s i t y , and a down 
economy. I n v e s t m e n t i n l i v e a b l e c o m m u n i t i e s and 
w a l k i n g , b i c y c l i n g , and t r a n s i t w i l l not o n l y o v e r 
t i m e save m i l l i o n of d o l l a r s on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e wear 
and t e a r , b ut a l s o w i l l get our c i t i z e n s a c t i v e and 
h e a l t h y , b e t t e r our a i r q u a l i t y , and h e l p us a l l save 
money. 

Amer i cans a c r o s s t he bo a r d want s a f e r b i c y c l e 
and p e d e s t r i a n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . Time and ti m e a g a i n 
when p o l l e d , p e o p l e say t h e y would r i d e a b i k e t o work 
o r wal k more of t e n i f t he c o n d i t i o ns wer e s a f e r and 
s t a t e t h a t t h e y a r e w i l l i n g t o pay f o r i t . However, 
i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h e s e modes a r e o f t e n s c a l e d back, 
c u t , o r not even t h o u g h t o f i n the f i r s t p l a c e when i t 
comes t o our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o j e c t s . 

C u r r e n t l y , P e n n s y l v a n i a spends l e s s t h a n 
2 pe r c e n t of i t s t r a n s p o r t a t i on f unds on b i k i ng and 
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w a l k i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , even though b i k i n g and w a l k i n g 
c o m p r i s e a p p r o x i mat e l y 1 2 p e r ce nt of a l l t r i ps i n t he 
s t a t e of P e n n s y l v a n i a . The t i m e has come t o s t o p 
t r e a t i ng t he s e mo des as af t e r t hought s and pr o a c t i ve l y 
i n v e s t i n them. M i l l i o n s of P e n n s y l v a n i a n s from a l l 
b a c k g r ounds wal k or b i ke as p a r t o f t h e i r r e g u l a r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and r e c r e a t i o n c h o i c e , and t h e w a l k e r s 
and b i k e r s among us a r e d i s p r o p o r t i onate l y t he more 
v u l n e r a b l e members o f our s o c i e t y : Our c h i l d r e n , t h e 
e l d e r l y , and t h e p o o r , i n s h o r t , p e o p l e who cannot 
d r i v e or cannot a f f o r d t o d r i ve b ut who s t i l l ne ed 
s a f e , v i a b l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c h o i c e s . 

We need t o make s u r e t ha t f u n d i n g i s a l ways 
a v a i l a b l e f o r t he s e i nt egr a l p a r t s t o our 
t r an s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m a n d n ot t r e a t e d me r e l y a s 
add-ons. I want t o commend PennDOT f o r m a n d a t i n g t h e 
us e of i t s b i ke / ped che c k l i s t and f or i s s u i ng i t s 
S mar t T r a n s p o r t at i on g u i de l i n e s and o ne t ime f u n d i ng 
s t r e a m . But more needs t o be done t o e n s u r e t h a t 
t hes e modes a r e not o n l y j u s t f i t i nt o a 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o j e c t when t h e y can be, but a c t u a l l y 
p l anne d f or and i nve s t e d i n as neces s a r y co mpone nt s of 
a c o m p l e t e s y s t e m . 

One way t o b u i l d o ur b i ke and pe des t r i an 
i n f r as t r u c t u r e i s t o s pend t h e f u n d i ng t hat i s a l r eady 
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a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e s e p r o j e c t s , t h e r e c e n t e x t e n s i o n of 
SAFETEA-LU-ensured f u n d i n g t h r o u g h December 2010 and 
r e s t o r e d r e s c i s s i o n s e n a c t e d i n 2009. F u n d i n g 
d e d i c a t ed t o Pe nns y l v a n i a f or S a f e Ro u t e s t o S c h o o l 
p r o j e c t s was i n c l u d e d i n t h i s e x t e n s i o n . W h i l e many 
s t a t e s have moved ahead w i t h a c a l l f o r a p p l i c a t i o n s , 
P ennDOT has i n d i c a t e d t hat t h e y do no t p l an t o 
a l l o c a t e P e n n s y l v a n i a S a f e Ro ut es t o S c h o o l mone y a t 
t h i s t i m e . P a r t of the s o l u t i o n t o P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o b l em mus t s t a r t wi t h t he f unds t h a t 
a r e a v a i l a b l e t o d a y . 

As you d i s c u s s t h e f u t u r e of our 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng and a v i s i o n o f what 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l o o k s l i k e i n our s t a t e , I s t r o n g l y 
urge you t o cons i der b i c y c l e and pede s t r i an 
i n f r as t r u c t u r e as a cos t -e f f e c t i ve and i n t e gr a l p a r t 
t o a c o m p l e t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y stem. B i c y c l i n g and 
w a l k i n g a r e good f o r our h e a l t h , our e n v i r o n m e n t , our 
economy, and our c o m m u n i t i e s , and b i c y c l i n g and 
w a l k i n g a r e good f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. Thanks. 

Thanks t o a l l o f you. Good l u c k . Thank you. V e r y 
good t e s t i m o n y . H o p e f u l l y , we gave you some good 
i n f o r m a t i o n . 
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Bob Cro nauer of We s tmor e l and County 
C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t . Southwest P e n n s y l v a n i a 
Commission, C o m m i s s i o n e r C h a r l i e Camp. I see J i m 
H a s s i n g e r t h e r e , t o o . H i , J i m . 

Mr. C o u r t G o u l d , e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f 
S u s t a i n a b l e P i t t s b u r g h . And Mr. M i c h a e l A l e x a n d e r , i s 
he h e r e . C o u n c i l of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n of R a i l r o a d P a s s e n g e r s . 

Mr. C r o n a u e r of t h e Westmoreland County 
C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t , f i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . 

MR. CRONAUER: Thank you v e r y much f o r 
your t i m e h e r e t o d a y . I have two t a l k i n g p o i n t s and I 
have s u b m i t t e d w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y . 

The f i r s t one i s w i t h t h e s t a t e ' s D i r t and 
G r a v e l Road Program. You might not be f a m i l i a r w i t h 
i t , so I ' l l t a l k about a c o u p l e of t h e h i g h p o i n t s 
h e r e . 

The D i r t and Gr ave l Road P rogram was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1997, and, b a s i c a l l y , i t ' s a l i t t l e b i t 
of t he e x a c t o p p o s i t e o f what PennDOT does. The 
ques t i on was as ke d e a r l i e r what t hey do w i t h as p h a l t 
or c o n c r e t e r o a d s . W e l l , we do not d e a l w i t h e i t h e r 
o f t h o s e . Our roads a r e a l l d i r t and g r a v e l r o a d s , 
and we i mple ment e n v i ro nme n t a l l y s ound m a i n t e nance 
p r a c t i ces on t h o s e p u b l i c l y o wned unpave d r oads i n t he 
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s t a t e . 
Each y e a r s i n c e 1997, we've r e c e i v e d 

$5 m i l l i o n i n a n n u a l n o n - l a p s i n g a l l o c a t i o n , and t h a t 
i s p a r t o f t h e r e a s o n why I'm he r e t o d a y i s t o ask f o r 
an i n c r e a s e i n t h a t $5 m i l l i o n , as i t ' s l o s t i t s 
b u y i n g power o v e r t h e p a s t 13 y e a r s . 

The D i r t and Gr ave l Road P rogram i s not run by 
ro a d e x p e r t s ; r a t h e r , by e r o s i o n e x p e r t s , w h i c h I 
guess I am one of t h o s e . The program i s i m p o r t a n t 
b e c a u s e i t ' s a c t i v e i n 64 of our 67 P e n n s y l v a n i a 
c o u n t i e s . One of t h e g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e s of t h e 
program i s l o c a l c o n t r o l . I h e a r d t h e q u e s t i o n a s k e d 
e a r l i e r what i s P ennDOT do i ng t o work wi t h t he l o c a l 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , and I guess I'm p a r t of t h a t answer, 
as t he D i r t and G r a v e l Road P ro gram s p e c i f i c a l l y wo r k s 
wi t h r u r a l muni c i p a l i t i es t o h a n d l e t he d i r t and 
g r a v e l r o a d s . 

I ' d l i k e t o t a k e a m i n u t e t o t a l k about how 
the program a c t u a l l y works i n Westmoreland County. I n 
Westmoreland County, we're a l l o c a t e d $25,000 a n n u a l l y 
f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the program, and we have 134 m i l e s 
o f d i r t and g r a v e l r o a d s i n Westmoreland County. As 
you can i m a g i n e , $25,000 does not s t r e t c h v e r y f a r 
o v e r 134 m i l e s t h a t we have. 

We have c o m p l e t e d , a l t h o u g h , w i t h t h a t s m a l l 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

a l l o c a t i o n i n t h e p a s t 13 y e a r s , 12 m i l e s o f r o a d 
s t a b i l i z e d , w h i c h i n c l u d e s 27 work s i t e s . These work 
s i t e s a r e chose n t h r ough a dat abas e o f 1 3 7 s i t es we 
have i n Westmoreland County. The a c t u a l work on t h e 
ground i s much d i f f e r e n t t han what Pe nnDOT mi ght 
employ. We employ a d r a i n a g e d i s c o n n e c t i o n . What I 
mean by t h i s i s t hat we t r y t o r e v e r s e t he t r a d i t i o n a l 
u r b a n s t o rmwate r whe re PennDOT mi ght h a n d l e t he wat e r 
w i t h i n t h e r o a d r i g h t - o f - w a y . We a c t u a l l y t r y t o get 
the w a t e r o f f o f the r o a d , because t h e w a t e r i s 
e r o s i v e on t h e r o a d s u r f a c e , w h i c h t h e n washes t h e 
sedim e n t i n t o our l o c a l w aterways. 

The p r o gr am i s d i f f e r ent because i t i s 
e x t r e m e l y e f f i c i e n t . I have t h e p l e a s u r e o f w o r k i n g 
w i t h a l o t o f s t a t e and f e d e r a l g r a n t programs, and by 
f a r , t h i s i s t h e one t h a t i s most e f f i c i e n t and easy 
t o work w i t h . I n Westmoreland County s p e c i f i c a l l y , i t 
i s 93 p e r c e n t e f f i c i e n t . N i n e t y - t h r e e p e r c e n t o f the 
f unds we get go d i re c t l y o n o n- t he - gr ound p r o j e c t s i n 
Westmoreland County. 

I t g e t s e ven be t t e r t han 9 3 p e r c e n t when yo u 
c o n s i d e r i n - k i n d c o n t r i b u t i o n s . I n - k i n d c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
a r e equipment, m a t e r i a l s , and l a b o r t h a t t h e 
muni c i p a l i t y co nt r i b ut e s but re c e i ves no re i mbur s ement 
f o r . W e stmoreland County f a r o u t w e i g h s t he s t a t e 
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a v e r a g e . We have 117 p e r c e n t i n - k i n d c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
from m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . When you put t h a t t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e $27,000 we get i n Westmoreland County, t h a t ' s 
$54,000 p e r y e a r on the ground t h a t we get i n t h e form 
of m a t e r i a l s and l a b o r . 

So why am I h e r e ? I'm he r e because t h e D i r t 
and Gr ave l Road P rogram i s i n danger of b e i ng 
m a r g i n a l i z ed as t he v a l ue of i t s $ 5 mi l l i on a l l o c a t i on 
c o n t i n u e s t o e r o d e . The program's a n n u a l $5 m i l l i o n 
a l l o c a t i o n began i n 1 9 9 7 and o n l y t oday has b u y i ng 
power of 3.7 m i l l i o n . I'm he r e t o ask you t o c o n s i d e r 
a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g f o r t h e program. An i n c r e a s e i n 
t he p r ogr am f u n d i ng of $ 5 m i l l i on woul d ens ur e we 
c o u l d p r o b a b l y get most of our work done by 2036. 

The program b e n e f i t s r u r a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . I n 
a d d i t i o n t o o n - t h e - g r o u n d p r o j e c t s , m u n i c i p a l 
o f f i c i a l s g a i n knowl edge o f p r a c t i ces t h a t p r oduce 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n s and m a i n t e n a n c e c o s t s . 

I see I'm g e t t i n g s h o r t on t i m e , so I ' l l jump 
t o my l a s t p o i n t . That i s t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t ' s 
r o l e w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n as a whole. W o r k i n g w i t h i n 
t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r , t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t 
r e g u l a r l y me e t s wi t h de v e l ope r s and l o c a l e n g i ne e r s t o 
d i s cus s t o p i cs re l at i ng t o mi n i mi z i ng ro adway i mpact s 
t o w a t e r q u a l i t y and q u a n t i t y . T y p i c a l l y , we a r e a b l e 
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t o j us t i f y s ome o f o ur t ime and re coup s ome o f o ur 
c o s t s t he re t hr ough t he pe rmi t t i ng f e es t h a t t he s e 
a g e n c i e s t y p i c a l l y s u b mit t o us. That i s not such t he 
case when w o r k i n g w i t h t h e p u b l i c s e c t o r . Much l i k e 
i n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r , we o f f e r a l o t of t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e . Whereas t h e D i s t r i c t i s a b l e t o re c o u p 
some o f t h o s e c o s t s w i t h a p r i v a t e s e c t o r , when 
w o r k i n g w i t h PennDOT, t h e y a r e exempt from some of our 
s t a t e f e e s w i t h p e r m i t t i n g . 

I t was me nt i one d e a r l i e r about t he Ro ut e 2 2 
c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s . C o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s l i k e 
t h a t we put a l o t of t i m e i n but a r e n ' t a b l e t o recoup 
our c o s t s w i t h p e r m i t t i n g f e e s . 

Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Chairman G e i s t . 
REP. GEIST: Thank you v e r y much f o r your 

t e s t i m o n y . We've had a tremendous what we c a l l t h e 
D i r t Road Program, and i t s t a r t e d w i t h S e n a t o r Korman 
and m y s e l f and p e r h a p s you a l l know K e v i n Abbey, who 
d i d t h e e v a n g e l i s t i c work f o r Penn S t a t e , a l o n g w i t h 
t h e d e s i g n s . 

Thes e r oads a r e no t what you commonl y wo u l d 
e n v i s i o n as d i r t r o a d s . These a r e w o n d e r f u l p i e c e s of 
work, and as l o n g as I'm ar o u n d , and o t h e r s , we r e a l l y 
need t o grow t h a t program, e s p e c i a l l y t o e d u c a t e 
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t owns h i p s u p e r v i s o r s and o t he r s i n r u r a l a r eas t o t he 
b e n e f i t o f t h e programs. And on ro a d s t h a t a r e even 
f a i r l y h e a v i l y t r a v e l e d , you can d i s p e r s e heavy l o a d s 
and do i t much be t t e r t han yo u can wi t h a paved r o a d 
and b r e a k i t a l l up. 

I'm a r e a l a d v o c a t e o f what you've been d o i n g . 
You have o t h e r a d v o c a t e s and w e ' l l make s u r e t h a t we 
t r y t o keep t h a t program g o i n g and g r o w i n g . 

MR. CRONAUER: Thank you v e r y much. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: We h e a r d r e a l good 

t e s t i m o n y on t h i s l a s t n i g h t i n C l a r i o n as w e l l . V e r y 
i n t e r e s t i n g . Okay. Thank you. 

Com m i s s i o n e r Camp, welcome. 
MR. CAMP: Thank you. 
CHAI RMAN MARKOSEK: Good t o se e you 

a g a i n . F i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . 
MR. CAMP: I a l s o am on the b o a r d o f 

d i re c t o r s f o r t he Co ns e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t of Be ave r 
County. A l o n g w i t h b e i n g a c o m m i s s i o n e r now f o r 10 
y e a r s and t h e SPC c h a i r , I f o l l o w e d Dan Onorato as h i s 
c h a i r when he was my c h a i r m a n . I b u i l t 12 b r i d g e s 
w i t h A c t 26 money. I want t o tha n k you a l l f o r t h a t , 
and I have f our b r i dges under cons t r u c t i on f o r t h i s 
y e a r , t o o . So we've been v e r y a c t i v e i n b r i d g e 
r e p l a c e m e n t i n Be a v e r County. 
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The b a c k l og of def i c i e n c i e s s t a r t ed i n t he 
1960s and c o n t i n u e s t o grow. The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
r eve nue has bee n s t a t i c or de c l i n i ng f or many ye a r s 
now and has l o s t ground t o i n f l a t i o n . The consumer 
b i d i n d e x i n c r e a s e d by 80 p e r c e n t from 2003 t o 2008 
and f l at r e v e n u e s er ode d by i n f l at i on t r ans l a t ed t o 
about h a l f t h e p r o j e c t s or m a i n t e n a n c e money t h a t ' s 
b e i n g p r o v i d e d . 

The c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l s on p a p e r , at l e a s t , 
have t he c a p a c i t y t o adequate l y f und our p r es e r v a t i on 
programs, t h e work t h a t i s needed t o keep our roadways 
and b r i d g e s i n good c o n d i t i o n . However, t h e n e x t two 
f u n d i ng a r e a s a r e no t b e i n g met : R e p l a c i ng r oads and 
b r i d g e s when t h e y re ach t h e i r o l d age and f i x i ng t he 
accumul at ed b a c k l og of def i c i ent b r i dges and 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

When t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s s h o r t c h a n g e d , r o a d s 
and b r i d g e s d e t e r i o r a t e s o o n e r t h a n t h e i r d e s i g n l i f e . 
Roads and b r i dges t ha t a r e p a t ched i ns t e ad of re p l aced 
accumul at e a gr owi ng b a c k l og of de f i c i ent r oads and 
b r i d g e s . S t a t e e s t i m a t e s f o r f i x i n g t h e b a c k l o g now 
t ake t he f or m o f r e a c h i ng our nat i o n a l a v e r age o f bad 
b r i d g e s o v e r a pe r i o d o f 2 0 y e a r s wi t h c u r r ent 
r e s o u r c e s . And I'm a f a t h e r of t h r e e , and i f my 
c h i l dr en t o l d me t hat by t he t i me t he y g r a d u a t e f ro m 
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h i g h s c h o o l or c o l l e g e t h e y ' d h i t t h e a v e r a g e , I ' d be 
a happy f a t h e r on Sunday f o r F a t h e r ' s Day. 

The r e a l i t i e s o f t h i s t r a n s po r t a t i o n s ys t em 
draw a t t e n t i on t o t he needs f or co ns t r u c t i o n t o 
a d d r e s s g r o w i n g c o n g e s t i o n , l i k e Freedom Road p r o j e c t . 
C r a n b e r r y , s a f e t y improvements l i k e Route 28, l o c a l 
r o a d s and b r i d g e s , l i k e t h e V e t e r a n s B r i d g e i n Be a v e r 
County, and t r a f f i c s i g n a l u p g r a d e s such t h a t a r e 
needed on Ohio R i v e r B o u l e v a r d . 

We need t o be mi ndf u l t o not l oo k t o b l ame t he 
s t at e but t h a t t he f ede r a l go ve rnment has not do ne 
a n y t h i n g about r e v e n u e s i n 20 y e a r s . The burdensome 
f ede r a l r e g u l at i o ns caus e p o i nt l es s d e l a y s whi l e 
a d d i ng l i t t l e o r no v a l ue t o many pro j e c t s and t he 
e c o s y s t e m t h e y a r e t r y i n g t o p r o t e c t . I have a s m a l l 
b r i d g e g o i n g up now f o r about a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . To 
a c q u i r e some r i g h t - o f - w a y p r o p e r t y , t h e landowner was 
happy w i t h t h e a p p r a i s a l o f $1600. The a p p r a i s a l 
s y s t e m c o s t a l m o s t $17,000 t o buy $1600 w o r t h of 
p r o p e r t y . 

We r eco g n i z e t h a t hand i n hand wi t h r a i s i ng 
r e v e n u e s , t h e r e i s a need t o change t h e c u r r e n t s y s t e m 
t o one t h a t uses more common sense and l o c a l t r u s t , 
r a t h e r t h a n t r i p l e f e d e r a l r e v i e w and o v e r s i g h t . 
Moni t o r i ng and gr a d i ng s ys t ems nee d t o be d e v e l o ped t o 
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demo ns t r a t e a c c o u n t a b i l i t y f o r t he f u n d i ng be i ng 
p r o v i d e d . The c o l l e c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n , and use of 
t h i s mone y must be t r a n s p a r e n t t o t he t a x p a y e r s o t hey 
can see what t h e i r d o l l a r s a r e b u y i n g . 

We need t o s how t h e p u b l i c t h a t t he p r o j e c t s 
t h a t a r e b e i n g b u i l t a r e t h e b e s t p r o j e c t s , t h a t t h e 
p r o j e c t s a r e mo v i ng e f f i c i ent l y f r om p l a n n i ng t o 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , and d e m o n s t r a t i n g on an o n g o i n g b a s i s 
t hat mai n t enance and re p l a c e m e n t programs a r e us i ng 
b e s t p r a c t i c e s and a r e c o s t e f f e c t i v e . I n s h o r t , we 
need t o add p e r f o rmance me a s u r e ment s t o s ho w t ha t 
money i s b e i n g w e l l s p e n t . 

The S PC i s deve l o p i ng s uch a TIP mo n i t or i ng 
sy s t e m under my c h a i r m a n s h i p . And R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
G e i s t , I h e a r d your comment e a r l i e r about b r i d g e s w i t h 
a span of under 20 f e e t . Chairman Markosek came t o my 
c l a s s -- I'm f i n i s h i n g my g r a d u a t e program at P i t t 
r i g h t now -- and spoke t o us, and f o r t h a t c l a s s I 
wro t e an i s s u e b r i e f on r e p l a c i n g b r i d g e s w i t h new, 
c o s t - e f f e c t i v e methods, s p e c i f i c a l l y on b r i d g e s w i t h a 
span o f under 20 f e e t . And I ' l l e - m a i l t h a t i s s u e 
b r i e f t o you. 

But I want t o tha n k you a l l f o r your t i m e . I 
know i t ' s a l o t o f h e a r i n g and a l o t of t e s t i m o n y . 
I t ' s n ot an easy j o b t h a t l a y s i n f r o n t of you, but 
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I'm s u r e t he s t a t e i s up f o r t h e c h a l l e n g e t h a t has 
been o c c u r r i n g f o r q u i t e a l o n g t i m e . Thank you on 
b e h a l f of SP C and a l l t he Wes t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a 
c o u n t i e s . 

REP. GEIST: Thank you v e r y much and 
th a n k s f o r s u p p o r t i n g what we're d o i n g . 

REP. CARROLL: S i n c e t he Chairman i s 
back, I ' l l l e t him ask h i s own q u e s t i o n . I ' l l j u s t 
p o i n t out we've h e a r d t e s t i m o n y from o t h e r s -- and I 
know i t t o be t rue - - t hat t h e s a v i ng gr ace f rom 
W a s h i n g t o n i s not l i k e l y t o be on the h o r i z o n t h i s 
y e a r . From what I u n d e r s t a n d from o t h e r s t h a t have 
t e s t i f i e d , t h e r e a l l o c a t i o n o f the f e d e r a l 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b i l l i s u n l i k e l y i n t h e ne a r f u t u r e . 
We're p r o b a b l y i n t o n e x t s e s s i o n o f Co n g r e s s b e f o r e 
t h e r e i s even a chance we can get some r e l i e f , and I 
t h i n k t h a t j u s t h e i ght e ns t he need t o addre s s t he 
p r o b l e m s h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and I thank you f o r 
your p a r t n e r s h i p i n t h a t e f f o r t . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, M i k e . 
C o m m i s s i o n e r , I al w a y s ask t h e e l e c t e d 

o f f i c i a l q u e s t i o n h e r e , i f you were h e r e e a r l i e r . 
MR. CAMP: I remember i t . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: So...? 

MR. CAMP: I ' l l s u p p o r t what d e c i s i o n s 
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you make. The money comes. You guys f i l l t h e 
checkbook up. The MPOs w r i t e out the c h e c k s t o 
approve t h e p r o j e c t s . Whatever c o n c l u s i o n y o u - a l l 
come t o I w i l l p e r s o n a l l y s u p p o r t . I t h i n k t h e r e a r e 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s r i g h t now, th o u g h , t o change t h e c u r r e n t 
s y s t em of ho w we d e l i ve r p r o j e c t s wi t h s ome more 
commons ens e s o l ut i ons t hat wi l l be s o me l ow- h a n g i ng 
f r u i t , some r e a l s a v i n g s , l i k e t h e s m a l l b r i d g e s t h a t 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t and I were t a l k i n g a b o u t , w h i c h 
i s u s i n g c o n c r e t e , p r e c a s t p r o d u c t s , and c u l v e r t p i p e s 
and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t , p a c k a g i n g them up i n a package 
and s e n d i n g them out r i g h t away. 

The f e d e r a l government, t h e p r o b l e m t h e r e i s 
the e n v i r o n m e n t a l r e v i e w p r o c e s s . I t t a k e s y e a r s and 
y e a r s t o go t h r o u g h t h e r e . And down where I l i v e 
r i g h t b e s i d e B e a v e r F a l l s , t h e r e i s b a l d e a g l e s , t h e r e 
i s o t t e r s i n t h e r i v e r , t h e r e i s n a t i v e t r o u t i n t h e 
r i v e r . We don't have a w a t e r p o l l u t i o n p r o b l e m . We 
have an e conomi c j ob l o s s p r o b l em and a p o p u l at i on 
l o s s p r o b l e m . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. Thank you. 
MR. CAMP: Thank you, s i r . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Mr. C o u r t G o u l d , 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f S u s t a i n a b l e P i t t s b u r g h . 

Mr. G o u l d , welcome. F i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . 
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MR. GOULD: Thank you v e r y much. I t ' s a 
p l e a s u r e t o be h e r e . 

S u s t a i n a b l e P i t t s b u r g h i s a n o n p r o f i t 
o r g a n i z at i on t h a t wo r k s co l l a b o r a t i ve l y t o a c c e l e r a t e 
t he po l i c y a nd p r a c t i c e of su s t a i n a b l e d e ve l o pme nt 
wi t h i n t he t en- co unt y r e g i on of S o ut hwes t er n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . I'm p l e a s e d t o have an o p p o r t u n i t y and 
a p p r e c i a t e your t i m e t o d a y , a l t h o u g h I'm s u r e we're 
a l l a l i t t l e s o r r y t h a t we're back h e r e a g a i n so soon 
a f t e r t he l a s t t i me t ha t t he t r ans por t at i on f u n d i ng 
c r i s i s r e a r e d i t s head as r e c e n t as 2005. 

We r e a l l y a p p l a u d you and the Go v e r n o r and the 
whol e l e g i s l a t u r e f o r c o n v e n i ng a s pe c i a l s es s i o n t o 
a d d r e s s , a g a i n , t h i s p l a n n i n g c r i s i s , and we r e a l l y 
a gre e wi t h t he Go v e r nor on t h e nee d f or a 
compre hens i v e package t o f und t r a n s po r t a t i o n f or a t 
l e a s t t h e n e x t decade. Our d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s and 
r oadways and our f a i l i ng and a i l i ng p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys t e ms a r e a s t at e wi de e conomi c 
p r o b l e m whos e t i me i s l ong o v e r due f o r a l o ng- t e rm 
s o l u t i o n . 

A l o n g - t e r m , r e l i a b l e s o u r c e of f u n d i n g s u r e l y 
needs t o be i n s t e p w i t h c u r r e n t m o b i l i t y t r e n d s . As 
P enns y l v a n i a n s a r e d r i v i ng l e s s and demand mo re 
f u e l - e f f i c i e n t v e h i c l e s , i t ' s i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t 
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t hat t he s t a t e f i nd a new way o t he r t han t h e gas t ax 
t o f i n a n c e our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s tem. I t ' s t i m e , I 
t h i n k , t o s t a r t t h e t r a n s i t i o n from r e l i a n c e on 
pe r - g a l l o n t ax on mo t or f u e l s t o t a x i ng d r i ve r s pe r 
m i l e s d r i v e n . T r a d i t i o n a l revenue t i e d t o g a l l o n s a t 
the pump a r e and w i l l be g o i n g down -- h a p p i l y , I 
mi ght add -- as p e o p l e d r i ve l e s s and sw i t c h t o p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , as v e h i c l e f u e l e f f i c i e n c y i s on t h e 
r i s e , and as g r e a t e r use o f a l t e r n a t i v e f u e l and 
e l e c t r i c v e h i c l e s i s s u r e t o r i s e as w e l l . 

Ot he r s t a t es and metr o p o l i t an re g i o ns a r ound 
the c o u n t r y a r e f u r t h e r ahead i n h a v i n g a l r e a d y 
d e p l oyed p i l ot p r ogr ams f o r pay- as - yo u-t r a v e l 
p r ograms. And i f not v e h i c l e - m i l e s b a s e d , at l e a s t I 
t h i n k we s ho u l d be i nde x i n g t he mo t or f u e l s t ax t o 
i n c r e a s i n g c o s t s and i n f l a t i o n . 

Ot he r i n novat i o ns t o be co ns i der ed i n c l ude 
maki ng p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on re l i a b l e and a f f o r d a b l e 
t o t h o s e who depend on i t e v e r y day, as we've h e a r d 
h e r e t o d a y , as w e l l as a t t r a c t i n g more and more r i d e r s 
out of t h e i r c a r s t o s w i t c h t o p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 
S t r a t e g i e s t o i n c l ude i n c r eas e p u b l i c t r ans po r t a t i o n 
r i de r s h i p and d e c r e a s e r e g i o n a l ve h i c l e m i l es t r a v e l ed 
nece s s a r i l y ent a i l has t e n i ng t he pace of smar t growt h 
p l a n n i ng and p r ogrammi ng t o s t e m t he t i d e o f s uburban 
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s p r a w l and t h e d u a l p e r n i c i o u s t r e n d of u r b a n d e c l i n e . 
T h i s can be done by l i n k i ng l and us e wi t h 

i nve s t ment s i n p u b l i c e conomi c d e v e l o pme nt t o f o cus 
growth on our e x i s t i n g c o m m u n i t i e s . 

T r a n s i t i s a ve r y e f f e c t i ve means t o at t r a c t 
and t o c h a n n e l gr owt h and d e v e l opment t o appr opr i at e 
p l a c e s , c o n t r i b u t i n g t o r e s o u r c e e f f i c i e n c y . Thus, as 
a d v o c a t e d by t h e 2006 r e p o r t of t h e G o v e r n o r ' s 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g and Reform Commission, more 
i nce nt i ve - bas ed f u n d i ng p r ogr ams a r e nee ded t o 
c o o r d i nat e l and us e d e v e l o pme nt wi t h t he 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y stem. 

I n s t r i v i n g t o a d d r e s s t h i s c r i s i s , i t ' s 
r eco mmended t hat t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng s o l ut i ons be 
c o n d i t i oned upo n and l e v e r age d t o ens ure s t at e and 
r e g i o n a l commitment t o -- and I ' l l g i v e a l i s t o f some 
c a n d i d a t e p r i n c i p l e s . One, p r e d i c t a b i l i t y and 
r e l i a b i l i t y , i n c l u d i n g a u t o m a t i c i n f l a t i o n a d j u s t m e n t 
o f f u n d i ng f or p u b l i c t r a n s po r t at i on and a l l f or ms of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n u r b a n , s u b u r b a n , and r u r a l a r e a s . 

S e c o n d l y , e q u i t y as a major c r i t e r i a i n 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of t r a n s i t f u n d i n g s o u r c e s , r e c o g n i z i n g 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t t r ans i t s ys t e ms pro v i d e a maj o r 
p u b l i c s e r v i ce be nef i t t h a t cannot and s h o u l d no t be 
s u p p o r t e d by u s e r f e e s . 
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I n c r eas ed p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t at i on s ys t e m 
o p e r a t i o n s and e f f i c i e n c i e s , a v o i d i n g s o l u t i o n s t h a t 
woul d n e g a t i v e l y i mpact sys t e ms c u r r e n t l y o pe r a t i ng 
e f f i c i e n t l y and e f f e c t i v e l y . And as we h e a r d e a r l i e r 
t o d a y , of n o t e we r e a l l y a p p l a u d t h e t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s 
i n our r e g i o n , and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y 

0 f A l l egheny Co unt y f or i t s r e m a r k a b l e g a i n s i n 
e f f i c i ency and co s t c o n t a i nme nt t h a t a r e me as ure d t o 
the tune of $52 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y . 

Anot her c r i t e r i a woul d be mi t i gat i n g 
c o n g e s t i o n t h r o u g h added r e v e n u e s g a i n e d by t o l l i n g , 
o t h e r market mechanisms, and i n v e s t m e n t i n smart 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t e c h n o l o g i e s . 

We'd be s u p p o r t i v e of a p p l y i n g new r e s o u r c e s 
s uch as t ax c r e d i t s t o s t i mul at e deve l opment aro und 
t r a n s i t c e n t e r s and pro v i d e i n c r e a s ed l a t i t ude t o 
1 o c a l government s t o r a i se l o c a l r eve nue s f or p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i on whi l e no t d i s p l a c i ng t h e i r payment o f 
t h e i r s h a r e of mas s d o l l a r s f or f e der a l and s t at e 
f u n d s . 

So t h a n k you v e r y much f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. No 

ques t i ons ? 

(No r e s p o n s e . ) 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. 
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Mr. M i c h a e l A l e x a n d e r , C o u n c i l o f 
Repr es ent a t i ves o f t he Nat i o n a l As s o c i at i on o f 
R a i l r o a d P a s s e n g e r s . Mr. A l e x a n d e r , welcome. Thank 
you and you may p r o c e e d , s i r . F i v e m i n u t e s . 

MR. ALEXANDER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I'm t e s t i f y i n g t o d a y on my own b e h a l f as a c i t i z e n i n 
f avo r of i n c r e a s e d f u n d i ng f o r p u b l i c t r ans i t i n 
A l l e g h e n y County. As you a l l know, t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y 
i s f a c i ng an oper at i ng def i c i t of abo ut $ 50 mi l l i o n i n 
the upcoming f i s c a l y e a r , and i f i t does not get 
i n c r e a s e d f u n d i n g , our f a r e s w i l l be r a i s e d and our 
s e r v i c e w i l l be c u t a g a i n . And t h i s a t a t i m e when we 
s h o u l d be t a l k i ng about ho w bes t t o d i re c t i n c r e as e d 
i n v e s t m e n t t o w a r d s mass t r a n s i t , n ot what c u t s we can 
manage t o l i v e w i t h . Of c o u r s e , I r e c o g n i z e t h a t 
t r a n s i t i s j u s t o ne of t he t r ans po r t a t i o n nee ds f a c i ng 
th e Commonwealth. 

I l i v e i n PennDOT D i s t r i c t 11 i n P i t t s b u r g h i n 
the S q u i r r e l H i l l n e i g h b o r h o o d , an a r e a w e l l s e r v e d by 
bu s e s . I'm 63 y e a r s o l d , r e c e n t l y r e t i r e d , and my 
w i f e works a t C a r n e g i e M e l l o n U n i v e r s i t y . We have one 
c a r and I have an a n n u a l s ubs c r i p t i on t o t h e Por t 
A u t h o r i t y m o n t h l y p a s s . I use my pass a l m o s t e v e r y 
day. I f P i t t s b u r g h c e a s e s t o have f a i r l y f r e q u e n t bus 
s e r v i c e , my a b i l i t y t o get aro u n d would be much l e s s . 
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f o r example, t o a t t e n d t h i s h e a r i n g , t o w h i c h I've 
t r a v e l e d on P o r t A u t h o r i t y b u s e s . 

P a s s e n g e r s do r i d e P i t t s b u r g h b u s e s . P o r t 
A u t h o r i t y buses a r e a l m o s t a l w a y s w e l l p a t r o n i z e d , 
o f t e n o v e r c r o w d e d , i n f a c t . T h i s p a s s e n g e r base i s 
one of t h e a s s e t s t h a t P i t t s b u r g h , u n l i k e a l o t of 
o t h e r c i t i e s of s i m i l a r s i z e , can be p r o u d o f . Here, 
a l l s o r t s of pas s e n g e r s of a l l age s and eco no mi c 
groups choose t o t a k e t h e bus, not j u s t p e o p l e w i t h no 
o t h e r o p t i o n . But i f s e r v i c e i s c u t and p o t e n t i a l 
p a s s enger s f i nd t her e i s no bus t o t ake t he m t o and 
from t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n at the r i g h t t i m e s , t h e y w i l l 
l ose t h e i r t r a n s i t o r i e n t a t i o n and i t wi l l be ve r y 
h a r d t o get them back as r i d e r s . And, o f c o u r s e , i f 
s e r v i c e i s c u t , t h e r e w i l l be p e o p l e who w i l l s i m p l y 
not be a b l e t o a c c e s s needed s e r v i c e s , and, most 
i m p o r t a n t l y , w i l l n ot be a b l e t o get t o work. 

I t h i nk t hat Po r t Aut ho r i t y has bee n maki ng a 
s o l i d e f f o r t t o e mpl oy i t s re s o u r c e s mor e e f f e c t i ve l y 
t h r o u g h r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of e x i s t i n g bus r o u t e s . A 
mode r n i z e d f a r e c o l l e c t i on sys t em wi t h s ome s o r t o f 
s mar t c a r d i s b e i ng p l anne d and wi l l be a maj or 
i mpr oveme nt i n t e rms of f a s t e r and mo re conve n i e nt 
o p e r a t i o n t h a t w i l l b e n e f i t p a s s e n g e r s . 

S o wher e can we f i nd t he r eve nue t o f i l l t he 
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$50 m i l l i o n h o l e , p l u s i n v e s t i n needed c a p i t a l 
improvement l i k e an i m p r o v e d f a r e c o l l e c t i o n system? 
C e r t a i n l y , i f any a r e a s of waste can be f o u n d , s a v i n g s 
s h o u l d be a c h i e v e d by a t t a c k i n g t h a t waste, but the 
P o r t Aut h o r i t y has a l re ady be en on a d i e t f or a l ong 
t i m e . I t i s now f a c i n g a s t a r v a t i o n d i e t . We need t o 
l o o k a t i n c r e a s i n g r e v e n u e , e i t h e r by i n c r e a s i n g f e e s , 
p o s s i b l y t h e low $36 a n n u a l a u t o r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e , 
and/or r a i s i n g t a x e s . 

Yes, r a i s e my t a x e s . I say t h i s not because I 
am so f l u s h or so g e n e r o u s . I n t h e l o n g r u n , p a y i n g a 
l i t t l e more t a x e s f o r p u b l i c t r a n s i t makes good 
economic sense f o r me, because w i t h o u t good t r a n s i t , 
my s t a n d a r d of l i v i ng and my p r ope r t y v a l ue a r e g o i ng 
t o go down, and under c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s , my w i f e 
and I mi ght nee d t o t h i nk abo ut t a k i ng o n t he added 
expense o f a seco n d c a r . 

I f you want me t o s ugge s t t he way t o i n c r e a s e 
t a x r e v e n u e , h e r e i s one: C o l l e c t s a l e s t a x on 
o u t - o f - s t a t e i n t e r n e t p u r c h a s e s . I commend committee 
C h a i rman Mar kos ek and R e p u b l i can C h a i r G e i s t and t he 
o t he r member s o f t he co mmi t t e e f or t h e i r b i p a r t i s an 
e f fo r t t o co n f r ont o ur t r a n s p o r t at i on c r i s i s by 
h o l d i ng t hes e h e a r i ngs t h r ougho ut t he s t a t e and g i v i ng 
us v o t e r s a chance t o have our say. I hope t h e i r 
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c o l l eague s i n Har r i s bur g wi l l r es i s t t he t e mpt at i on t o 
k i ck t he can do wn t he r oad unt i l a f t e r t he ne x t 
e l e c t i o n . 

I know a mi n o r i t y of c i t i z ens wi l l r a i s e a 
r e f l e x i ve ho wl of p r ot e s t a g a i ns t r a i s i n g t axes or 
f e e s or b o t h , but I r e a l l y b e l i e v e t h a t most v o t e r s 
w i l l a c c e p t the n e c e s s i t y of i n c r e a s i n g r e v e n u e , as 
l ong as t hey se e t h a t t h i s re ve nue i s a c t u a l l y 
b r i n g i n g them s a f e r and more e f f i c i e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , good government r e a l l y i s 
good p o l i t i c s . Keep P e n n s y l v a n i a moving and, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , keep the P o r t A u t h o r i t y g o i n g w i t h 
adequat e f unds f o r o p e r a t i ons and nee ded c a p i t a l 
i n v e s t m e n t . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. Thank you. 
Can't say i t much more p l a i n t h a n you've s a i d i t , so 
t h a n k you f o r t h a t . A l l o f you, r e a l l y . I don't see 
any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , so you a l l d i d a g r e a t j o b . 
Thank you v e r y much. 

Don D u n l e v y . I s Don h e r e ? I s t h e r e anybody 
t h a t was on the agenda t h a t got p a s s e d o v e r or wasn't 
h e r e when we c a l l e d them? Because i f n o t , Don i s t h e 
l a s t agenda s p e a k e r , and a f t e r t h a t , we w i l l -- I see 
t h e m i c s i n the back. Any o t h e r c i t i z e n t h a t would 
l i k e t o g i v e us t h e i r one or two m i n u t e s , w e ' l l a l l o w 
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them t o do t h a t . 
But anyway, Don, you a r e t h e b i g - t i m e c l e a n u p 

h i t t e r . 
MR. DUNLEVY: On t h e t a i l end a g a i n . 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Chairman, I want t o thank you. I 
comment on your op ed p i e c e t o d a y . You put i t r i g h t 
on t h e t a b l e . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t and h a v i n g t h e candor 
t o s t and up and t e l l pe o p l e what o ur p r o b l e ms ar e and 
what t h e y need t o do. 

F r a n k l y , a f t e r t a l k i n g t o our own members, I 
t h i n k t h e more you do t h a t , t h e more t h e y u n d e r s t a n d 
i t , t o o . They don't need t o be c a l l e d . They j u s t 
need t o be t o l d t h e t r u t h , and t h a t ' s t h e way we l a y 
i t t o them. So I a p p r e c i a t e what you d i d . T h a t ' s 
e v i d e n c e d i n my p r i n t e d r e m a r k s . 

I want t o t a l k abo ut pas s e nge r r a i l s e r v i ce i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . P e n n s y l v a n i a has two extremes of 
o p e r a t i o n h e r e . The K e y s t o n e C o r r i d o r on t h e K e y s t o n e 
s e r v i c e t o H a r r i s b u r g t o P h i l a d e l p h i a l i n e , we a r e the 
bene f i c i a r y of o l d i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t h a t was do ne v e r y 
w e l l and v e r y e x p e n s i v e l y y e a r s and y e a r s ago. I t was 
f i r s t e l e c t r i f i e d i n 1910 and c o m p l e t e d i n 1930. I n 
r e c e n t y e a r s , we've put 145 m i l l i o n e x t r a d o l l a r s t o 
upgrade i t . I t ' s now 1 1 0 - m i l e an hour s e r v i c e , g o i n g 
t o 125. I n the l a s t f i v e y e a r s , we i n c r e a s e d 
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r i d e r s h i p from 640,000 t o 1.2 m i l l i o n a y e a r . SEPTA 
adds anot her 6- po i nt - s o me m i l l i on b e t wee n P ao l i and 
P h i l a d e l p h i a . T h a t ' s o v e r 7 m i l l i o n p e o p l e t h a t would 
o t h e r w i s e be on a highway. 

U n l e s s p e o p l e t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s a b i g c e s s p o o l 
or dumping h o l e f o r money, I want t o p o i n t o u t , t o o , 
t hat t he p r o c u r ement s f or t h a t p i e ce of r i g h t - of - way 
from H a r r i s b u r g t o P h i l a d e l p h i a , Amtrak spends o v e r 
$ 1 10 mi l l i on a ye a r i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i n p r o c u r eme nt s 
and empl o ys 2 70 0 peo p l e wi t h o v e r $ 1 4 0 mi l l i o n i n 
wages. There i s a g r e a t b e n e f i t t h e r e t o t h e p e o p l e 
and t o t h e Commonwealth and our economy, as w e l l as t o 
the l i f e s t y l e . 

However, on the o t h e r s i d e of t h e s t a t e , we go 
west o f H a r r i s b u r g . We have one t r a i n on each way 
e v e r y day, t a k e s f i v e and h a l f h o u r s from H a r r i s b u r g 
t o P i t t s b u r g h . The t e r r a i n i s d i f f i c u l t . T h i s 
r i ght - of - way was b u i l t 1 50 ye a r s ago whe n t he re was no 
i n t e r e s t i n h i g h speed. I n f a c t , f i v e and a h a l f 
h o u r s was p r e t t y i m p r e s s i v e a t t h a t t i m e . 

So w i t h t h a t , we need t h e l o o k ahead t o the 
f u t u r e . And r e c e n t l y t h e f e d e r a l government's push 
t owards - - p o l i cy t o war ds h i g h - s pe ed r a i l makes t hat 
an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us. W h i l e many of t h e 
o ppo r t u n i t i e s and p r ogr ams a r ound t he co unt r y a r e 



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

s o - c a l l e d i n c r e m e n t a l , where t h e y want t o go 79 and 
110 m i l e s an ho u r , I t h i n k i t ' s our o p p o r t u n i t y t o go 
f o r t r u e h i g h - s p e e d r a i l , more t h a n 150, more t h a n 
200, 250 or b e t t e r , and we've been w o r k i n g on a Maglev 
i n P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r 20-some y e a r s . I can say t h a t i n 
the p a s t week, we r e c e i v e d t h e f i n a l e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
i m p a c t s t a t e m e n t . I t ' s been p u b l i s h e d i n t h e F e d e r a l 
R e g i s t e r , a p p r o v e d by t h e FRA. I t ' s out f o r 
p u b l i c a t i o n and comment, and our n e x t s t e p i s t o go 
f o r a r e c o r d and d e c i s i o n . 

I ' d a l s o p o i n t out one of the o t h e r p r o b l e m s 
w i t h t h e i n c r e m e n t a l a p p r o a c h . Over t he y e a r s , t h e 
f r e i g h t r a i l r o a d s got r i d of p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e . They 
f i r s t c r e a t e d Amtrak i n t h e '70s, gave them t h e i r 
equipment t o get r i d of i t . I t ' s an i n t e r f e r e n c e t o 
t h e i r f r e i g h t o p e r a t i o n . We have t he b e s t f r e i g h t 
r a i l r o a d s y s t e m i n t h e w o r l d , b ut t h e y a r e not 
c o m p a t i b l e , h i g h - s p e e d r a i l and heavy f r e i g h t . I t ' s 
k i n d o f l i k e t a k i n g a Mack t r u c k and L a m b o r g h i n i . The 
Mack t r u c k a i n ' t g o i n g t o go t o o w e l l on a gr a n d p r i x 
c o u r s e and t h e L a m b o r g h i n i a i n ' t g o i n g t o make i t i n 
the t a r p i t . They a r e not c o m p a t i b l e . 

And we need t o l o o k t o the f u t u r e . We do 
t h i s . W i t h t he f e d e r a l government's a p p r o a c h now, 
t h e y pay 80 p e r c e n t of the c o s t . T h a t ' s an 
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o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us t o c r e a t e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , j u s t as 
the P e n n s y l v a n i a R a i l r o a d d i d back i n 1910. I t s l i f e 
c y c l e was 80 y e a r s . There i s no a n n u a l m a i n t e n a n c e 
c o s t f or i t becaus e t he re i s no mo v i ng p a r t s i n t he 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . I a t t a c h e d t o t h i s a s h o r t commentary 
on why t h a t i s . There i s a l s o a p r o forma c h a r t t h a t 
wi l l s how yo u t h a t t h er e i s a c t u a l l y a p o s i t i ve cas h 
f l o w , t h a t t h e r e i s a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n about 25 
ye a r s t h a t wi l l e n a b l e us t o add f u r t h er t o t he 
sys t e m . 

What we need t o do i n t h e end, t h r e e t h i n g s : 
There i s $28 m i l l i o n of money, f e d e r a l money, i n 
Washi ngt o n f or t h i s p r o j e c t t h a t r e q u i re s a $ 7 mi l l i on 
match. I t ' s f o u r t o one. T h a t ' s 3 and a h a l f m i l l i o n 
a y e a r f o r two y e a r s t o match t h a t 28. That g e t s us 
t o a r e c o r d of d e c i s i o n . 

The o t h e r t h i ng I t h i nk we ne ed t o do i n 
P enns y l v a n i a i s c r e a t e a h i gh- s pee d r a i l pas s enger 
a u t h o r i t y t o fo cus o n movi ng t he p r o j e c t t o 
c o m p l e t i o n , s e e i n g t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h i s s e r v i c e . The 
t h r e e s t a t e s t h a t g a r n e r e d a l l t he money, C a l i f o r n i a , 
F l o r i d a , and t h e midwest c e n t r a l s t a t e s , a l l had a 
commi s s i o n o r aut hor i t y t h a t wo r k e d aggr ess i v e l y t o 
get t h a t money, and t h e y each got i n the range o f 
$2 b i l l i o n a p i e c e . We a r e t h e most advanced p r o j e c t 
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i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , and we d i d n ' t get z i p . That 
needs t o be c o r r e c t e d . 

The o t h e r t h i ng i s we need t o do wo r k at a l l 
l eve l s of s t a t e and l o c a l gover nme nt i n conce r t wi t h 
our c o n g r e s s i o n a l d e l e g a t i o n , move t h i s p r o j e c t 
f o r w a r d , and put some p r e s s u r e on the Department of 
Trans p o r t a t i on and t he f e d e r a l government 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

I ' d be happy t o answer any q u e s t i o n s . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l 

C o s t a . 
REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Bob, good s e e i n g you. I've t a k e n t h a t t r a i n 
f rom H a r r i s b u r g t o P i t t s b u r g h t w i c e . I t ' s not w o r t h 
i t t o d r i v e an e x t r a two h o u r s on a t r a i n . We do need 
some r o u t e . 

I'm j u s t s h o c k e d t h a t a f t e r September 1 1 t h , 
2001, when a l l of our a i r p l a n e s were grounded t h a t we 
d i d n ' t come t o t h e r e a l i z a t i o n t h e n t h a t we need 
anot he r f orm of r a p i d t r a n s po r t at i on t o get p e o p l e and 
move them from p l a c e t o p l a c e . I t h o u g h t t h a t t h a t 
was t h e d e f i n i n g moment f o r Ma g l e v . I'm a b i g 
s u p p o r t e r . I'm p r a y i n g t h a t one day I can r i d e t h a t 
t h i n g t o H a r r i s b u r g , so keep on f i g h t i n g t h e f i g h t . 
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MR. DUNLEVY: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay, t h a n k s . Don, 

you c l e a n e d i t up r e a l g r e a t h e r e . I c o u l d n ' t t h i n k 
o f a b e t t e r guy. 

MR. DUNLEVY: Can you i m a g i n e I s t a y e d 
wi t h i n f i ve minut es ? 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: I t was w o r t h w a i t i n g 
f o r . 

MR. DUNLEVY: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, Don. 

Okay, anybody from t h e p u b l i c now? Timekeeper 
w i l l do two m i n u t e s . 

Would you i d e n t i f y y o u r s e l f , s i r ? Two 
m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . 

MR. ENGLISH: Yes, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Markosek. I was a c t u a l l y on t h e agenda b e f o r e , so I 
e x p e c t some l a t i t u d e w i t h t h e t i m e . My name i s Gary 
E n g l i s h from Penn H i l l s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e DeLuca i s my 
s t a t e r e p . 

I r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e a r e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e needs, 
but t h e r e has been no a c c o u n t a b i l i t y of p a s t p o l i c y . 
I be l i eve t h a t t he l e g i s l a t u r e has c r eat ed t he 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n mess on f i v e c o u n t s . 

F i r s t , t h e l e g i s l a t u r e s i p h o n e d o f f $718 
mi l l i o n i n gene r a l h i ghway funds i n 1 9 92 f o r t he 
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M o n - F a y e t t e E x p r e s s w a y . Those monies s h o u l d have gone 
f or t he r e p a i r i ng of our r oads and b r i dges and not f or 
the f u n d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n of a t o l l r o a d . 

Second, t h e l e g i s l a t u r e t h w a r t e d t h e w i l l o f 
t he vo t e r s o n s t a d i ums i n 1 99 7 and s pent o v e r $ 1 
m i l l i o n on unwanted, unneeded s t a d i u m s , two i n 
P i t t s b u r g h , two i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , one i n A l t o o n a , and 
upgrade s t o the H a r r i s b u r g S e n a t o r s s t a d i u m , r a i s i n g 
t h e s t a t e ' s debt c e i l i n g . That money s h o u l d have gone 
f o r needed p u b l i c i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i mprovements, and now 
we have t h e C o n s o l E n e r g y C e n t e r . B r e a d and c i r c u s e s , 
g e n t l e m e n . 

T h i r d , t h e l e g i s l a t u r e uses highway funds f o r 
the S t a t e P o l i c e s a l a r i e s . T h i s s t a t e agency s h o u l d 
have been p a i d out o f t h e s t a t e ' s g e n e r a l f u n d , not 
the highway f u n d s . 

Four t h was t he pas s age of A c t 44 t o t o l l 
I n t e r s t at e 8 0 wi t h t he hope o f maki ng i t a cas h cow 
f o r r o a d and b r i d g e r e p a i r s , as w e l l as mass t r a n s i t 
f u n d i n g . T h i s was t h e second i l l e g a l a t t e m p t , as the 
Fede r a l H i ghway Admi n i s t r a t i o n g u i d e l i ne s mandat e t hat 
t o l l s mus t be d e d i c a t ed fo r t he re p a i r o r mai nt e nance 
of highways b e i n g t o l l e d . 

F i f t h , $74 m i l l i o n i n m a t c h i n g s t a t e funds 
went t o t he Por t Aut hor i t y of A l l e ghe ny Count y t o 
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cons t r u c t t h e boo ndo g g l e known as t he No r t h S hor e 
C o n n e c t o r . O r i g i n a l e s t i m a t e s s t a r t e d out c o s t i n g 
393 m i l l i o n , and i t now s t a n d s at 528.8 m i l l i o n . The 
p r o j e c t wi l l p r i m a r i l y s e r ve s p o r t s s p e c t at or s f or t he 
two s t a d i u m s . T h i s w i l l keep f a n s from w a l k i n g t h e 
1.2 m i l e t r e k w h i l e t h e y s i t f o r t h r e e h o u r s w a t c h i n g 
s por t i ng eve n t s and s t u f f i ng t hems e l ves w i t h nachos 
and b e e r s . That c e r t a i n l y does not speak h i g h l y on 
the P r e s i d e n t ' s C o u n c i l on P h y s i c a l F i t n e s s . 

The Por t Aut hor i t y has t he h i ghe s t p a i d 
t r a n s i t d r i v e r s i n t h e n a t i o n , a l o n g w i t h generous 
p e n s i o n p a c k a g e s t h a t combine 44 p e r c e n t of t h e i r 
b u d g e t . So now t h e c i t i z e n s a r e bu r d e n e d w i t h t h e 
A l l e gheny Co unt y d r i nk t ax and i n c r e a s ed c a r r e n t a l 
t a x e s t h a t h e l p t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y . 

The Por t Aut hor i t y i s s et i n not r a i s i ng t he 
b a s i c f a r e o f $ 2 and has us ed s c a r e t a c t i cs by 
m e n t i o n i n g a $7 f a r e . Y e s t e r d a y ' s P o s t - G a z e t t e 
e d i t or i a l me n t i ons t he $ 50 mi l l i on budge t d e f i c i t and 
t h e i r d a i l y r i d e r s h i p o f 220,000 p e o p l e . So l e t ' s 
c r u n c h some numbers. 220,000 d a i l y t r a n s i t r i d e r s 
w i t h 52 weeks, f i v e days a week. T h a t ' s 266 b u s i n e s s 
d a y s . Take 260 t i m e s t h e 220,000 t r a n s i t r i d e r s . 
T h a t ' s 57,200,000 a n n u a l r i d e r s . I n c r e a s e d f a r e s by 
j u s t $1 would g e n e r a t e $57.2 m i l l i o n , i n e x c e s s of 
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t h e i r budget d e f i c i t . Any r i d e r s h i p on S a t u r d a y and 
Sunday would g e n e r a t e e x t r a r e v e n u e . The E n t e r p r i s e 
t e s t i mony t o day t a l ks about $ 1 7 mi l l i on of t he d r i nk 
t a x t h a t ' s not b e i n g u sed f o r mass t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

As f o r t h e b r i d g e and highway f u n d i n g , do i t 
w i t h o u t t a x i n c r e a s e s . I t ' s t i m e t o c u t t h e c o s t o f 
government. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Markosek and 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t , your e d i t o r i a l i n t o d a y ' s 
H a r r i s bur g P a t r i o t News a d v o c a t es f i ve t ax i n c r e as e s 
and o f f e r e d no c u t t i n g , no c o s t - c u t t i n g measures. 

We need t o r educe t he b l oat ed l e g i s l a t u r e and 
s t a f f i n g . Go back t o a p a r t - t i m e lawmaking and 
p a r t - t i m e pay, e l i m i n a t i n g w a l k i n g - a r o u n d money known 
as RAMS i n t h e s t a t e f u n d i n g i n t h e DCED. One DCED 
g r a n t a l o n e t h i s y e a r was f o r $59.7 m i l l i o n . 

Cons o l i d at e PennDOT and t he P enns y l v a n i a 
T u r n p i k e Commission. R e t u r n t h e $718 m i l l i o n from the 
Mon- F a y e t t e E x p r e s s way pr o j e c t and i s s ue go ve rnment 
bonds f o r t h i s p r o j e c t . The g e n e r a t i o n of new t o l l s 
w i l l go t o pay back the bonds. 

And i n c l o s i n g , I b e l i e v e t h a t A c t 44 was 
l o u s y l e g i s l a t i o n , b ut so were the i l l e g a l pay r a i s e s 
of 1995 and 2005. I t ' s t i m e t o c u t government waste 
and b l o a t . 

Thank you ve r y much f or yo ur t ime and yo ur 
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c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you. Next? 
MR. SMITH: I am John S m i t h from t h e 

B a n k s v i l l e s e c t i o n , 2 0 t h Ward o f P i t t s b u r g h . Thank 
you, Mr. Markosek, Mr. G e i s t , and p e o p l e I can a l m o s t 
see down t h e r e , b ut I t h i n k y o u ' r e t h e r e . I ' l l t r y t o 
be b r i e f b ecause I know y o u ' r e eager t o go. 

I t h i nk you ought t o r a i s e gas t ax t o mor row by 
a q u a r t e r . I t h i n k you ought p e r h a p s t o c o n s i d e r 
r a i s i n g t h e v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n -- t h a t i s , f o r t h e 
number p l a t e -- o n a s l i d i ng s c a l e pe rhaps t o t he 
v a l u e of the v e h i c l e , t h e w e i g h t , or the newness of 
the v e h i c l e . They d i d i t y e a r s ago i n New M e x i c o and 
I was t h e r e . I t seemed t o work p r e t t y w e l l . 

My main i n t e r e s t i s t r a n s i t . My f i r s t j o b , I 
w a l k e d a m i l e t o Homewo od f ro m P o i nt Bre eze and p i c k e d 
up 1 1 0 ne wspape r s and hopped i n t he s hut t l e bus and 
t ook t hem t o t h e t op of t h e r out e and s t a r t ed 
d o w n h i l l . I've been a r i d e r of t r a n s i t f o r 60 y e a r s 
s i n c e . F or the l a s t 15 y e a r s s i n c e I've been r e t i r e d 
on d i s a b i l i t y , I've been a c o n s t a n t a t t e n d e r , p e r h a p s 
an annoye r o r h a r as s e r of t he P o r t Aut ho r i t y and t he 
SPC, p a r t i c u l a r l y on m a t t e r s p e r t a i n i n g t o t r a n s i t . 

And I've come t o be v e r y f o n d of e s p e c i a l l y 
t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y , and I t h i n k of them e s s e n t i a l l y as 
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a v e r y w e l l - r u n agency. Nobody i s p e r f e c t , b ut 
compar ed t o t he o t he r p a r t s o f t he go v e r nme nt a g e n c i es 
t h a t I've seen and worked w i t h , I am v e r y f a v o r a b l y 
i m p r e s s e d by them, b o t h P a u l S k a t e l l a s and h i s 
o p e r a t i o n s man and Henry Nutbrown, t h e b u i l d e r , who 
got a bad rap f or po l i cy d e c i s i ons t h a t wer e not 
r e a l l y t h e i r s . And I t h i n k t h e c u r r e n t man, S t e v e 
B l a n d , i s an e x c e l l e n t man, as i s h i s o p e r a t i o n s man. 
B i l l M i l l e r . I t ' s easy t o put one bus on one s t r e e t 
c o r n e r i n t h e m o r n i n g , but t o put 800 buses on 8,000 
s t re et co rne r s and keep them r u n n i ng and r u n n i ng 
p r o p e r l y i s a to u g h j o b . 

The answer t o f u n d i n g i s more l o c a l f u n d i n g , 
w h i c h i s not po p u l a r wi t h t he c u r r ent co unt y 
o f f i c i a l s , b ut e a r l y on i n t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s 
o p e r a t i o n , i t was t h o u g h t t h a t t h e f a r e box would p i c k 
up a t h i r d , t h e s t a t e w ould p i c k up a t h i r d , and t h e 
c o u n t y would p i c k up a t h i r d , and the a g e n c i e s a c r o s s 
t he co unt r y t h a t s ee m t o be s u c c e s s f u l have more l o c a l 
f u n d i n g t h a n we have h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

S i n c e y o u ' r e s t i l l as eager t o go home as I 
am, I ' l l l e a v e i t at t h a t , b ut I c e r t a i n l y hope y o u ' l l 
c o n s i d e r t h e t r a n s i t f u n d i n g and t h e e x t e n s i o n o f i t . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, Mr. S m i t h . 

V e r y good. 
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Okay. Wow. I t h i n k t h a t ' s i t , not o n l y f o r 
t o d a y , seven h e a r i n g s t h a t a r e e n d i n g t o d a y . I don't 
know how many h o u r s . About a hundred h o u r s , i t seems. 
And I kno w my c o l l eague s up he r e have do ne t h e i r dut y 
and ho p e f u l l y now we can t ake t h i s i n f or mat i o n and do 
so m e t h i n g w i t h i t t h a t ' s p o s i t i v e . 

So I want t o th a n k , f i r s t of a l l , t h e Gateway 
S c h o o l f o l k s h e r e . Thanks, guys. G r e a t , b e a u t i f u l 
f a c i l i t y h e r e and you d i d a good j o b t o d a y . Thank 
you. 

I' d l i k e t o thank a l l t h e s t a f f , c e r t a i n l y t h e 
members, the f o l k s who t e s t i f i e d , t h e f o l k s t h a t s a t 
t h r o u g h i t . And, you know, I t r a d i t i o n a l l y ended 
t h e s e by s a y i n g when t h e n e x t h e a r i n g i s , and I don't 
have t o say t h a t now. So I guess t he l a s t t h i n g I 
s h o u l d say i s m e e t i n g a d j o u r n e d . 

Thank you. 
( H e a r i n g a d j o u r n e d at 3:24 o ' c l o c k p.m.) 
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