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Gad morning, Chairman and Members at the Houze JudMasy Commke. 

My n a m  is Robert Bower and 1 serve as the Caroner far Armstrang County. f 

appreciate the opportunity to appear hem today to discuss Representative Pyls's 
MII, HB 1289, further prwldtng for sentancing for tm4ficking dmjp In the prcoence 
d a minor by tho rnlnor's parent guardan, or person standin7 in place of the 
parents. This MH Is an errhancemcnt long medue. 

As any mramr in Pennsylvania will tell d, drug related deaths comlnue ta 
glwe the steta Despite many legislative attempts to date, the cllchi continues - 
"we have won some battles, we have not won the war*. .+ 

H8 1283 mco#nizes the changing nature of tk drug business. Persons who in 
their former yean used the drug trade to bolster theft own drug sddlctbn and/or 
to mfn finandolly at the petfl of others are now parents or have children for 
whom t h y  am responsible. These same wpte  have now taken thek drug trade 
to a new law by expdng their children to thelr vlolatlotrs # The Controlkd 
kl bsWficrcbI Devke and Cosmetic Act 



By providing safeguards and Increased (~naltles, the drug rbuser/uaet Is hlt 
where It hurts the most, their pocketbook. Adding to that addltlonal jail glm will 
help Wmle the drug trade. 

As an axample, I would like Po take the House Judiciary Cammlttee back to 1988 
and S94 when the laws for driving under the influence were enhanced end 
pslsattles camled out. trr Armstrang County In 1986 and 1987 there were 21 and 
17 vehicle tmt deaths and 17 and 11 were alcohd related respectively. 
FoIlowlng chanaes in the law relatlve to OUI there we* 112 and 7 trafffc rsbW 
deaths In 1988 and 1989 and 7 and 5 were alcohol related. The reduced trend has 
tontlnsrd Otl Armstrong County, 

Repfesan&ath @lets HB 1289 b a blnnlng. I do not thlnk L goes tar emah, 
but the w b l s  of government turn slow. 1 would a h  recammend that t61e 
C t m r n h  consider Repremntatlve W ' s  HB 887. Thk bll would clarify ianguem 
previously p~ss~ed by the Legisleture which was not uphsld by the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court due to what It considered to be a drafting arror. This blil would 
allow a dru# dealer who provlder drug5 to someone and that d n g  use results in 
the person's death to be charged with murder. 

I belion that HB 1289 Is lmperatlve and s p o d  baginnlng. The Bill h a read that 
wlll ~ u w  and blossom into stiffer penalties that wlll aid In taking drum off the 
st-. I represents another nail in the cothn in the sales arena of the illegal 
dlsbumment of drugs throughout Pennsylvania. 

Thank you far albwlng me to hare  my thoughts a d  experlances with you. I 
would be p l e d  to try to a m r  any questions yw msy have. 




