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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAI RMAN MARS ICO: Good m o r n i n g , 

e v e r y o n e . 

Can you h e a r me? P r e t t y good 

s o u n d s y s t e m we have h e r e . 

I'm R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ron M a r s i c o , 

c h a i r m a n o f t h e House J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e . 

C a l l t h e m e e t i n g t o o r d e r . 

I want t o n o t e t h a t t h i s i s a 

m e e t i n g o f t h e J u d i c i a r y Commi t t e e o f t h e 

House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and t h e c o m m i t t e e on 

V e t e r a n s A f f a i r s and Emergency P r e p a r e d n e s s . 

Thank you v e r y much f o r b e i ng 

h e r e , and I ' d l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e C h a i r m a n 

o f t h e V e t e r a n s Commi t t e e and Emergency 

P r e p a r e d n e s s Commi t t e e , C h a i r m a n B a r r a r . 

I ' d l i ke t o i n t r o d u c e -- have e a c h 

r e p r e s e n t a t i ve o f t h e p a n e l , e a c h member, 

i n t r o d u c e thems e l v e s , and w e ' l l s t a r t down t o 

my r i g h t , i n c l u d i n g s t a f f . 

MR. HARRI S: Sean H a r r i s , r e s e a r c h 

a n a l y s t f o r t h e commi t t e e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE KAMPF: I 'm W a r r e n 

Kampf o f t h e 1 57 t h D i s t r i c t , w h i c h i s j u s t up 



t h e r o a d , p a r t o f t h e VMA i s i n my d i s t r i c t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE CREIGHTON: Tom 

C r e i g h t o n , L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y , 3 7 t h D i s t r i c t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE SACCONE: R i ch 

S a c c o n e , r e p r e s e n t i n g p a r t s o f A l l e g h e n y 

C o u n t y and W a s h i n g t o n C o u n t i e s . 

REPRES ENTATI VE KELLER: Mark 

K e l l e r , t h e 8 6 t h D i s t r i c t , P e r r y and F r a n k l i n 

C o u n t y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE CALTAGIRONE: Tom 

C a l t a g i r o n e , 12 7 t h D i s t r i c t . 

MR. BOOP: My name i s Ryan B o o p . 

I'm t h e e x e c u t i ve d i r e c t o r f o r t h e Hous e 

J u d i c i a r y Commi t t e e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve S t e v e B a r r a r . 

MR. O'LEARY: R i c k O ' L e a r y , 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f t h e m a j o r i t y , V e t e r a n s 

A f f a i r s and E mergency P r e p a r e d n e s s . 

REPRES ENTATI VE SAI NATO: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve C h r i s S a i n a t o f r o m L a w r e n c e and 

B e a v e r C o u n t y . And I 'm t h e mi n o r i t y c h a i r o f 

Ve t e r a n A f f a i r s . 

MS. TYLER: J e n n T y l e r , e x e c u t i v e 

d i r e c t o r , mi n o r i t y , v e t e r a n a f f a i r s . 



REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: B r y a n 

B a r b i n , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m C a m b r i a C o u n t y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: J o e 

H a c k e t t , r e p r e s e n t a t i ve f r o m t h e 161 s t 

D i s t r i c t , D e l a w a r e C o u n t y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE G I L L E N : 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve Mark G i l l e n f r o m t h e 1 2 8 t h 

L e g i s l a t i ve D i s t r i c t , s o u t h e r n B e r k s C o u n t y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE E L L I S : B r i a n E l l i s 

f r o m t h e 1 1 t h D i s t r i c t , B u t l e r C o u n t y . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Today we're 

h o l d i n g a j o i n t p u b l i c h e a r i n g a b o u t t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f v e t e r a n s c o u r t s i n t h e 

c o m m o n w e a l t h . We a r e l o o k i ng f o r w a r d t o 

w i t n e s s e s who w i l l be p r e s e n t i ng on t h i s 

i m p o r t a n t s u b j e c t , h e a r i ng f r o m t h o s e 

w i t n e s s e s . 

The i d e a o f u s i ng f r e q u e n c y - b a s e d 

a l t e r n a t i v e s t o t r a d i t i o n a l c o u r t s i s n o t h i n g 

new i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and i n t h e 

c o m m o n w e a l t h . D r u g c o u r t s have b e e n a r o u n d 

f o r more t h a n t w e n t y y e a r s . However, o n l y 

r e c e n t l y have we come t o a r e a l i z a t i on t h a t 

many v e t e r a n s o f w a r s , f r o m V i etnam, I r a q , 

A f g h a n i s t a n , and o t h e r c o n f l i c t s , s o l d i e r s who 



have s e r v e d t h e i r c o u n t r y h o n o r a b l y , have p a i d 

a h e a v y p r i c e f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e . T h ey've had 

t h e i r l i v e s i m p a c t e d w h i l e a f t e r b e i ng 

d i s c h a r g e d . 

The s t r e s s o f combat and j u s t 

b e i ng i n a war z o n e h a s , i n some c a s e s , l e d 

f o r m e r members o f t h e mi l i t a r y t o become 

i n v o l v e d i n a l c o h o l and o t h e r f o r m s o f 

s u b s t a n c e a b u s e and o t h e r a n t i s o c i a l 

b e h a v i o r s . S o m e t i mes t h a t b e h a v i o r l a n d s t h a t 

v e t i n t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m . Most 

o f t e n i t does n o t i n v o l v e d any v i o l e n c e . 

We do a d i s s e r v i c e t o t h o s e 

s e r v i c e s i f we d o n ' t r e c o g n i z e t h e u n i q u e 

c a u s e o f t h e i r p r o b l e m s . 

Whi l e we c a n ' t i g n o r e 

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y f o r t h e i r c r i m e s , we have an 

o b l i g a t i o n t o g e t them t h e h e l p t h e y n e e d and, 

more i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e h e l p t h e y d e s e r v e and 

have e a r n e d t h r o u g h t h e i r s e r v i c e t o o u r 

c o u n t r y . H a v i n g a c o u r t s p e c i f i c a l l y f o c u s on 

t h e v e t e r a n s , t h e i r c r i m e s , and t h e i r s p e c i a l 

n e e d s , o f f e r t h e s e men and women t h e b e s t 

c h a n c e f o r a h e a l t h y , p r o d u c t i v e , and happy 

l i f e . 



I want t o t h a n k e v e r y o n e f o r 

c o m i n g t o d a y . B e f o r e we b e g i n t h e t e s t i m o n y 

f r o m t h e l i s t o f s p e a k e r s f o r t o d a y , I ' d l i k e 

t o t u r n i t o v e r t o R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B a r r a r f o r 

h i s comments on t h i s h e a r i n g . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARRAR: Thank y o u , 

C h a i r m a n M a r s i c o and a l s o C h a i rman S a i n a t o , 

f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y w i t h u s . 

T h i s -- t h e i d e a o f v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t s have b e e n a r o u n d j u s t f o r a c o u p l e 

y e a r s a t t h i s p o i n t . And t h i s was b r o u g h t t o 

my a t t e n t i o n by one o f my c o n s t i t u e n t s , who's 

g o i ng t o t e s t i f y n e x t , L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l 

M i l l e r . I s e r v e on t h e Penn S t a t e V e t e r a n s 

Mus eum b o a r d w i t h him, and he t a l k e d t o me 

q u i t e a b i t a b o u t t h i s . 

I t o o k h i s i dea t o C h a i r m a n 

M a r s i c o , t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e J u d i c i a r y 

C o m m i t t e e , and a s k e d h i m a b o u t h o l d i ng on a 

h e a r i n g t h i s so we c o u l d see w h e t h e r or n o t 

t h e r e was a n e e d t o do any t y p e o f l e g i s l a t i o n 

t o h e l p t h i s a l ong, w h e t h e r we n e e d t o c o d i f y 

t h i s i n t o a l a w and have t h e g e n e r a l as s e m b l y 

a c t on i t , o r i f t h e r e ' s a n e e d f o r f u n d s , t o 

f i n d o u t how we c a n p r o m o t e t h e i dea o f 



v e t e r a n s c o u r t s e v e n more a r o u n d t h e s t a t e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I t h i n k i t i s s u c h an i m p o r t a n t 

i d e a t h a t we have h e r e , and i t ' s b e c o m i ng v e r y 

p o p u l a r . I know i n D e l a w a r e C o u n t y , o u r 

c o u n t y c o u n c i l and o u r j u d g e s , o u r p r e s i d e n t 

j u d g e , have g o t t e n o u t f r o n t on t h i s i s s u e , 

and I know i n Montgomery C o u n t y , t h e y have 

b e e n v e r y s u c c e s s f u l f o r t h e p a s t c o u p l e y e a r s 

w i t h t h i s . 

We have more and more v e t e r a n s 

c o m i n g home t h a t a r e s u f f e r i n g f r o m pos t 

t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s . Maybe we're j u s t g e t t i n g 

b e t t e r a t i d e n t i f y i n g t h a n we had d u r i n g t h e 

V i e t n a m War, b u t i t ' s so i m p o r t a n t t h a t we g e t 

a h o l d o f t h e s e v e t e r a n s b e f o r e t h e y ' r e e i t h e r 

i n c a r c e r a t e d , maybe t h e f i r s t b i t e a t t h e 

a p p l e , s h o u l d be s ome t y p e o f s p e c i a l 

t r e a t m e n t f o r v e t e r a n s , w h e t h e r i t ' s t h r o u g h 

d r u g p r o g r a m s o r j o b t r a i n i ng, w h a t e v e r t h e y 

n e e d , t o t r y t o make s u r e t h a t we c a n do 

e v e r y t h i n g we c a n f o r t h e s e v e t e r a n s t h a t a r e 

comi ng home. 

So I want t o t h a n k e v e r y o n e f o r 

t a k i n g t i me t o be h e r e t o d a y . And t r a f f i c 



c o m i n g o u t h e r e was a l i t t l e t o u g h w i t h t h e 

r e c e n t w e a t h e r , and I j u s t want t o t a k e a few 

m i n u t e s and ask C h a i r m a n S a i n a t o i f he w a n t e d 

t o make any b r i e f comments b e f o r e we i n t r o d u c e 

our s p e a k e r s . 

REPRES ENTATI VE SAI NATO: Thank 

yo u , C h a i rman B a r r a r . 

I j u s t w o u l d a l so l i k e t o t h a n k my 

c o l l e a g u e s , C h a i r m a n B a r r a r , C h a i rman Mars i c o , 

and C h a i r m a n C a l t a g i r o n e , and e v e r y o n e e l s e 

who's t a k e n t i m e o u t o f t h e i r s c h e d u l e , t o 

j o i n us as we h e a r more a b o u t v e t e r a n s c o u r t s 

i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

A s p e c i a l t h a n k you t o J u s t i c e 

Seamus M c C a f f e r y f o r a l l o f h i s h a r d work, 

d e d i c a t i o n , and l e a d e r s h i p on t h i s v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . 

V e t e r a n s c o u r t s a r e d e s i gned t o 

a s s i s t t h e f o r m e r s e r v i c e member by p r o v i d i n g 

a t r e a t m e n t p r o g r a m t h a t w i l l h e l p them on 

t h e i r p a t h t o w a r d r e c o v e r y . I 'm a member o f 

t h e V e t e r a n s J u s t i ce P a r t n e r s h i p Tas k F o r c e , 

and I l o o k f o r w a r d t o w o r k i ng w i t h J u s t i c e 

M c C a f f e r y and d i r e c t t h e b o a r d on t h i s 

i m p o r t a n t i s sue as i t c o n t i nues t o e v o l v e . 



So, a g a i n , I t h a n k a l l o f o u r 

c h a i r m e n and a l l o f t h e c o m m i t t e e members f o r 

b e i ng h e r e t o d a y on t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t 

s u b j e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARRAR: Thank y o u , 

C h a i r m a n S a i n a t o . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: I want t o 

r e c o g n i z e and t h a n k C h a i rman C a l t a g i r o n e , who 

i s h e r e , and t h a n k h i m f o r h i s i n t e r e s t i n 

t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e as w e l l . 

C h a i r m a n C a l t a g i r o n e , t h a n k s f o r 

b e i ng h e r e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE CALTAGIRONE: Thank 

y o u . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: A l l r i g h t . 

I b e l i eve we're r e a d y f o r o u r f i r s t 

t e s t i m o n y . And we have a d i s t i n g u i s hed g r o u p 

o f s p e a k e r s t h a t we a r e a n x i o u s t o h e a r f r o m 

e a c h o f t h e m . 

We have r o u g h l y s e t a s i d e t w e n t y 

m i n u t e s p e r s p e a k e r , and we'd ask t h a t o ur 

s p e a k e r s s p e n d , maybe, no more t h a n t e n 

m i n u t e s on t h e i r t e s t i m o n y , and t h e n t h a t 

g i v e s t h e commi t t e e a c h a n c e t o a s k q u e s t i ons 

f o r a f e w m i n u t e s . 



Our f i r s t s e t o f s p e a k e r s , o u r 

f i r s t p a n e l i s g o i ng t o be Wes l e y P a y n e , w i t h 

t h e Penns y l v a n i a B a r A s s o c i a t i on and c o - c h a i r 

o f t h e M i l i t a r y a nd V e t e r a n A f f a i r s C o m m i t t e e 

f o r t h e b a r a s s o c i a t i on, and a l s o L i e u t e n a n t 

C o l o n e l S t e p h e n M i l l e r , t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a V e t e r a n s Museum Law C l i n i c . 

I f you c a n come up t o t h e p o d i um 

h e r e . 

And I ' d j u s t as k t h e members and 

anyone i n t h e a u d i e n c e i f t h e y ' d q u i c k l y l ook 

a t t h e i r c e l l phone and make s u r e t h a t i t ' s 

p u t on t o t a l l y s i l e n t so i t ' s n o t v i b r a t i n g o r 

i n t e r f e r i ng w i t h t h e m i c r o p h o n e s . Thank y o u . 

G e n t l e m e n . 

Wes l ey, p r o c e e d w h e n e v e r y o u ' r e 

r e a d y . 

MR. PAYNE: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

As you s t a t e d , my name i s W e s l ey 

P a y n e . And t o members o f t h e House J u d i c i a r y 

C o m m i t t e e and t h e V e t e r a n s A f f a i r s and 

Emergency P r e p a r e d n e s s C o m m i t t e e , t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a B a r A s s o c i a t i o n g r e a t l y 

a p p r e c i a t e s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o subm i t i t s 



w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y and t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s p e a k 

b e f o r e you w i t h r e g a r d s t o t h e es t a b l i s hment 

and v i a b i l i t y o f v e t e r a n c o u r t s p r o g r a m s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

V e t e r a n c o u r t p r o g r a m s a r e 

c u r r e n t l y o p e r a t i n g i n s e v e r a l c o u n t i e s i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and a l t h o u g h e a c h o f t h e s e 

p r o g r a m s w o r k s s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t l y f r o m 

c o u n t y t o c o u n t y , o v e r a l l t h e p r o g r a m s have 

p r o v e n o v e r t h e l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s t o be an 

e f f e c t i v e t o o l f o r t h e c o u r t s . 

O v e r t h e l a s t two y e a r s , v e t e r a n 

c o u r t p r o g r a m have been e s t a b l i s h e d i n 

L a c k a w a n n a , P h i l a d e l p h i a , A l l e g h e n y , B e r k s , 

C h e s t e r , Montgomery, and W a s h i n g t o n C o u n t i e s . 

Bas ed upon t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e s e i n i t i a l 

v e t e r a n c o u r t p r o g r a m s , L e h i g h , 

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , Y o r k , D a u p h i n , D e l a w a r e , 

L u z e r n e , and B e a v e r C o u n t i e s i n i t i a t e d 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t p r o g r a m s , w h i c h a r e a n t i c i p a t e d 

t o be up and r u n n i ng w i t h i n t h e n e x t s i x 

months o r s o . 

The PBA s u p p o r t s p r o v i d i ng f u n d i n g 

t o c o u n t i es t o p l a n , i m p l e m e n t , and e x p a n d 

i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t i n c r e a s e p u b l i c s a f e t y , a v e r t 



i n c r e a s e d s p e n d i n g on c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e , and 

i m p r o v e t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t r e a t m e n t 

s e r v i c e s f o r i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h m e n t a l 

i l l nes s e s , s ubs t a n c e a b u s e i s s ues and 

d i s o r d e r s who a r e i n v o l v e d w i t h o r a t r i s k o f 

i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m . 

The v e t e r a n c o u r t p r o g r a m s w h i ch 

have been i n i t i a t e d on a c o u n t y - b y - c o u n t y 

bas i s , t h u s f a r , a r e a c h i e v i n g e a c h and e v e r y 

one o f t h e s e g o a l s . Hence, t h e v e t e r a n c o u r t 

p r o g r a m s a r e g e n e r a l l y s u p p o r t e d by t h e PBA, 

and we a r e h o p e f u l t h a t t h e i r a b i l i t y i s --

v i a b i l i t y a r e u s e d i n t h e f u t u r e as w e l l i n 

o t h e r c o u n t i e s . 

V e t e r a n c o u r t s a r e a r e s p o n s e t o 

t h e g r o w i ng t r e n d , as n o t e d by t h e PSAR 

c o m m i t t e e . V e t e r a n s a p p e a r i n g b e f o r e c o u r t s 

f a c e c h a r g e s s t e m m i n g f r o m s u b s t a n c e a b u s e 

a n d / o r m e n t a l i l l n e s s . D r u g and m e n t a l h e a l t h 

c o u r t s have a l w a y s s e r v e d v e t e r a n p o p u l a t i ons 

and have been v e r y us e f u l f o r them and shown 

t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l s e r v i c e s do n o t a l w a y s 

a c t i v e l y meet t h e needs o f t h e v e t e r a n , and 

t h a t i s what i s s p e c i a l a b o u t v e t e r a n s c o u r t . 

F u r t h e r , mos t v e t e r a n s a r e 



e n t i t l ed t o t r e a t m e n t t h r o u g h t h e V e t e r a n s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i on, and t h e s e c o u r t s a r e 

s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n e d t o p r o v i de t h a t n e e d e d 

c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e v e t e r a n and t h o s e 

s e r v i c e s t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e , e s p e c i a l l y when 

y o u ' r e l o o k a t s u c h c o n d i t i ons s u c h as pos t 

t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s d i s o r d e r . 

V e t e r a n c o u r t s a r e n o t o n l y us ed 

f o r t h a t c o n n e c t i o n p o i n t b u t a l s o g i v e t h a t 

v e t e r a n a s e c o n d c h a n c e i n l i f e . 

The f a c t s d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t t h e r e 

a r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 23 m i l l i o n v e t e r a n s i n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h e r e a r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1.7 

m i l l i o n v e t e r a n s o f t h e I r a n ( s i c ) and 

A f g h a n i s t a n w a r s . Of t h e s e v e t e r a n s , one i n 

f i v e r e p o r t symptoms o f m e n t a l d i s o r d e r . 

W i t h r e s p e c t t o s u b s t a n c e abus e, 

t h e e f f e c t o f t h e r e c e n t wars i n I r a q and 

A f g h a n i s t a n a r e e v i d e n t . I n t h e v e t e r a n 

p o p u l a t i o n o f ages b e t w e e n e i g h t e e n and 

t w e n t y - f i v e , one i n f o u r r e p o r t s m e e t i n g t h e 

c r i t e r i a f o r s u b s t a n c e abus e d i s o r d e r . 

I n t o t a l , 1.8 m i l l i o n v e t e r a n s 

meet t h e c r i t e r i a f o r h a v i n g a s u b s t a n c e abus e 

d i s o r d e r . T h e r e f o r e , t h e need f o r t h e c o u r t s 



a r e es t a b l i s hed by t h e s e s t a t i s t i c s . 

F u r t h e r , i t ' s e s t i mated t h a t as 

many as o n e - t h i r d o f t h e a d u l t homel e s s 

p o p u l a t i o n has s e r v e d i n t h e m i l i t a r y and t h a t 

a t any g i v e n t i m e t h e r e ' s 107,000 o r so 

h o m e l e s s v e t e r a n s . 

T h i s p o p u l a t i o n mi r r o r s t h e 

g e n e r a l h o m e l e s s p o p u l a t i o n , i n t h a t 45 

p e r c e n t s u f f e r f r o m m e n t a l i l l n e s s and 75 

p e r c e n t f r o m s u b s t a n c e abus e . T h e r e f o r e , t h e 

c o u r t s s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i gned t o t a r g e t t h e 

v e t e r a n p o p u l a t i o n and d e t e r f u t u r e c r i m i n a l 

a c t i v i t y and t o g e t t h e s e v e t e r a n s on t h e 

r i g h t c o u r s e a r e n e e d e d and j u s t makes s e n s e 

t h r o u g h o u t . 

A l t h o u g h v e t e r a n s a r e n o t more 

l i k e l y t o be a r r e s t e d f o r c o m m i t t i n g a c r i me 

t h a n t h e g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n -- t h a n t h e 

g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n , v e t e r a n s a r e b e c o m i ng more 

i n v o l v e d i n o u r c r i m i n a l j u s t i ce s y s t e m . Many 

o f t h e s e v e t e r a n s s t r u g g l e w i t h m e n t a l h e a l t h 

a n d / o r s u b s t a n c e abus e i s s u e s . 

I n f a c t , i t ' s e s t i mated t h a t 8 1 

p e r c e n t o f a l l v e t e r a n s i n v o l v e d i n t h e 

c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m had a s u b s t a n c e a b u s e 



p r o b l e m p r i o r t o i n c a r c e r a t i o n . T h i r t y - f i ve 

p e r c e n t were i d e n t i f i ed as s u f f e r i n g f r o m 

a l c o h o l d e p e n d e n c y , 2 3 p e r c e n t were h o m e l e s s 

a t some p o i n t i n t h e p r i o r y e a r , and 25 

were -- e x c u s e me, 2 5 p e r c e n t were i d e n t i f i e d 

w i t h s ome f o r m o f m e n t a l i l l n e s s . T h e r e f o r e , 

t h e n e ed t o i d e n t i f y t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s and 

t h e s e v e t e r a n s and o b t a i n a c c e s s f o r t h e VA 

b e n e f i t t h a t t h e y may be e n t i t l e d t o i s a 

n e c e s s i t y . I t ' s what we n e ed t o do f o r t h e m . 

As a r e s u l t , t h e f i r s t v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t s were e s t a b l i s h e d i n B u f f a l o, New Y o r k , 

and s i m i l a r p r o g r a m s were c r e a t e d i n o t h e r 

s t a t e s , s u c h as N e v a d a , O k l ahoma, C a l i f o r n i a , 

and A l a s k a . T h e r e a r e c u r r e n t l y t w e n t y - s e v e n 

e i t h e r s t a t e o r f e d e r a l j u r i s d i c t i o n s t h a t 

mai n t a i n a v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n s ome f o r m . I 

have l i s t e d them f o r y o u . I won't r e a d them 

a l l . 

H o wever, no s t a t e has e x p a n d e d i t s 

v e t e r a n c o u r t p r o g r a m s t o i n c l ude e a c h and 

e v e r y c o u n t y w i t h i n t h a t s t a t e o r 

j u r i s d i c t i o n . And t h a t i s an i n i t i a t i v e t h a t 

n e eds t o be a d d r e s s e d as w e l l , es p e c i a l l y i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , s i n c e we have a v e r y h i g h 



v e t e r a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

What makes t h e s e v e t e r a n c o u r t s 

work i s, as I a l l u d e d t o , u t i l i z i ng a h o l i s t i c 

a p p r o a c h t o d e a l i n g w i t h o u r j u s t i c e - i n v o l v e d 

i n f r a c t i o n s . The c o u r t c r e a t e s a s p e c i a l 

d o c k e t w i t h i n t h e c o u r t s y s tem so t h a t 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s s t i l l b r o u g h t i n t o be -- t o 

a d d r e s s t h e s p e c i f i c c r i me w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s 

t h a t a r e i d e n t i f i e d as v e t e r a n s , and i f 

t h e y ' r e c h a r g e d w i t h n o n - v i o l e n t o f f e n s e s , 

t h e y a r e g i v e n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n t h e v e t e r a n c o u r t p r o g r a m s . 

They a r e s t i l l a f f o r d e d t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o s p e a k w i t h a t t o r n e y s , and t h e y 

a r e a l so g i v e n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s p e a k w i t h 

t h e VA t o d e t e r m i n e what w o u l d be t h e b e s t 

p r o g r a m f o r e a c h i n d i v i d u a l s o l d i e r . S o i t ' s 

n o t much o f a c o o k i e - c u t t e r as i t i s an 

e v a l u a t i o n p r o c e s s t o make s u r e t h a t t h e 

v e t e r a n f i t s t h e n e e d s o f t h e p r o g r a m and t h a t 

t h e v e t e r a n i s w i l l i n g t o c o m p l y w i t h t h o s e 

p r o g r a m s -- t h e p r o g r a m ' s n e e d s . 

Once t h a t v e t e r a n i s i d e n t i f i e d as 

a p o t e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e p r o g r a m , t h e 

v e t e r a n i s n o t o n l y r e q u i r e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e 



b u t must make an a f f i r m a t i v e g e s t u r e t h a t he's 

g o i ng t o no o n l y p a r t i c i p a t e b u t do what i s, 

q u i t e f r a n k l y, many t i m e s more t h a n what i s 

r e q u i r e d o f p r o b a t i o n . 

And once t h i s v e t e r a n i s f o u n d 

s u i t a b l e , t h e r e a r e an a r r a y o f VA b e n e f i t 

p r o g r a m s t h a t may i n c l u d e a l l t y p e s o f t h i ngs 

s u c h as a l c o h o l o r s u b s t a n c e abus e t r e a t m e n t , 

w h i ch t h e v e t e r a n i s a v a i l a b l e t o u t i l i z e . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e r e a r e m e n t o r s 

a s s i g n e d t o t h e s e v e t e r a n s . And t h e m e n t o r s 

a s s i s t t h e v e t e r a n s i n w o r k i n g t o w a r d a 

s u c c e s s f u l r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e c r i m i n a l c h a r g e , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e change i n l i v e s t h a t t h e y w i l l 

h a ve t o meet t o g e t b a c k on t h e r i g h t t r a c k . 

The m e n t o r s a r e n o t -- a l t h o u g h 

many o f them may be a t t o r n e y s , a r e n o t t h e r e 

f o r l e g a l a d v i s e . T h e y ' r e n o t t h e r e f o r 

s o c i a l c o u n s e l i ng a d v i c e . They a r e t h e r e t o 

p r o v i d e s u p p o r t f o r t h e v e t e r a n . The 

v o l u n t a r y m e n t o r s do n o t p r o v i de l e g a l a d v i c e 

o r any t y p e o f t h e r a p y w h a t s o e v e r . 

And PBA s u p p o r t s t h e use o f t h e s e 

m e n t o r s , b e c a u s e we f i n d t h a t v e t e r a n s have a 

t e n d e n c y t o be a b l e t o r e l a t e b e t t e r t o ot h e r 



v e t e r a n s and as s i s t t h e p r o g r a m i m m e n s e l y . 

As m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e , t h e s e a r e n o t 

t h e f i r s t t y p e s o f s p e c i a l t y c o u r t s t h a t have 

b e e n l o o k e d a t . And l i k e o t h e r d i v e r s i o n a r y 

c r i m i n a l p r o g r a m s , t h e g o a l o f v e t e r a n s c o u r t 

i s t o have t h e r e c o r d o f t h e v e t e r a n e x p u n g e d , 

t o h e l p them move pas t t h e i r s ubs t a n c e a b u s e 

and m e n t a l h e a l t h i l l nes s, w h i ch l e a d t o o r 

c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e v e t e r a n ' s i n v o l v e m e n t i n 

t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i ce s y s tem and t o g e t t h e i r 

l i v es b a c k o n t r a c k . 

However, t h e v e t e r a n s c o u r t s a r e 

n o t a f r e e p a s s f o r t h e v e t e r a n i n v o l v e d i n a 

p r o g r a m , as we d i s cus s e d e a r l i e r . T h e y ' r e 

u s u a l l y r e q u i r e d t o do a l i t t l e b i t more t h a n 

someone j u s t b e i n g p l a c e d on p r o b a t i o n . T h e r e 

i s more o f an a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i on o r 

a f f i r m a t i ve t h o u g h t p r o c e s s t h e y mus t be 

e n g a g e d i n . 

The e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t s , a l b e i t b a s ed on l i m i t e d r e s u l t s o f t h e 

l a s t few y e a r s , has s hown t h e r e d u c e d amount 

of r e c i d i v i s m among v e t e r a n s has b e e n 

s u c c e s s f u l . T h i s s u c c e s s may, i n t h e l ong 

r u n , s ave t a x p a y e r s s ubs t a n t i a l f u n d s . 



As we've n o t e d e a r l i e r , i t i s 

e s t i m a t e d t h a t b e t w e e n 62 and 80 p e r c e n t o f 

i n m a t e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a p r i s o n s a r e 

i n c a r c e r a t e d f o r s ome d r u g - r e l a t e d c r i m e s . 

E a c h p r i s o n e r c o s t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y $97.72 p e r 

day, o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y $3 5,0 00 a y e a r , t o be 

i n c a r c e r a t e d . However, t h e c o s t o f d i v e r t i n g 

e a c h v e t e r a n t o a -- t h a t i s s u c c e s s f u l l y 

s e l e c t e d i n t o a v e t e r a n s c o u r t p r o g r a m , t h e 

cos t i s o n l y $7 ,00 0 p e r y e a r , w h i ch i s a 

s a v i n g s o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y $2 5,0 00 p e r 

i n d i v i d u a l . 

As a r e s u l t , v e t e r a n c o u r t s 

p r o g r a m s p u t v e t e r a n s b a c k on t h e r i g h t t r a c k , 

p r e v e n t s f u t u r e c r i m e s w i t h i n t h e c o m m u n i t y 

and s a v e s t h e t a x p a y e r money. I n s h o r t , t h e 

v e t e r a n c o u r t p r o g r a m s a r e bas i c a l l y a w i n / w i n 

f o r e v e r y o n e c o n c e r n e d . 

I n c l o s i n g , t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a B a r 

A s s o c i a t i on t h a n k s t h e c o m m i t t e e s f o r t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y and s u b m i t t h i s 

t e s t i m o n y . And s h o u l d you have any q u e s t i ons , 

I am more t h a n w i l l i n g t o a d d r e s s t h e m . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARRAR: C o l o n e l 

M i l l e r . 



We w i l l t a k e q u e s t i o n s a t t h e e n d . 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MILLER: Good 

mo r n i n g . 

C h a i r m a n M a r s i c o , C h a i r m a n B a r r a r , 

p a n e l i s t s , t h a n k you f o r i n v i t i n g me t o s p e a k 

t h i s m o r n i n g . 

My name i s L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l 

S t e v e M i l l e r . I'm a d r i l l and g u a r d s m a n and 

a t t o r n e y . I am t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e V e t e r a n s 

Law C l i n i c a t t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a V e t e r a n s Museum 

i n M e d i a , D e l a w a r e C o u n t y , i n t h e a r m o r y . 

I 'm a member o f t h e V e t e r a n s 

J u s t i c e I n i t i a t i v e T a s k F o r c e i n D e l aware 

C o u n t y , w h i c h has t h e s t a t e d g o a l o f s t a r t i n g 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n D e l aware C o u n t y by t h e end 

of t h e y e a r . I 'm a f o r m e r n a v a l a v i a t o r , 

s t i l l a g u a r d s m a n w i t h t h e 177 t h F i g h t e r W ing, 

where I do p r o bono f o r o u r t r o o p s . And I do 

work f o r a i r l i n e p i l o t s who a r e members o f A i r 

L i n e P i l o t s A s s o c i a t i on, who have i s s u e s 

r e g a r d i n g t h e i r g u a r d o r r e s e r v e s t a t u s as i t 

r e l a t e s t o t h e i r c i v i l i a n empl o y m e n t . 

I came t h i s m o r n i n g t o s p e a k i n 

f a v o r o f l e g i s l a t i on t h a t w o u l d s u p p o r t t h e 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t s y s tem i n Penns y l v a n i a . I 



r e a l i z e t h a t o u r c u r r e n t l e g a l s t r u c t u r e 

a l l ows f o r p r o b l e m - s o l v i ng c o u r t s 

a d m i n i s t r a t e d by o u r supreme c o u r t , b u t I 

t h i nk t h a t t h e v e t e r a n s c o u r t has some u n i que 

a t t r i b u t e s and r e q u i r e m e n t s t h a t w a r r a n t 

spe c i f i c l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I w i l l t a l k a b o u t f o u r g e n e r a l 

r e a s o n s b r i e f l y as t o why I b e l i e v e t h a t and 

t h e n a few s ubs t a n t i v e i s s u e s t h a t I ' d l i k e t o 

see i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h a t s c h e m e . 

The g e n e r a l r e a s o n s w o u l d be a 

show o f l e g i s l a t i v e s u p p o r t , a m e c h a n i s m f o r 

f u n d i n g , c o d i f y i n g p o l i c y and p r o c e d u r e , and 

s t a n d a r d i z i n g b e s t p r a c t i c e s . And t h e 

s u b s t a n t i ve i s s u es a r e a r e q u i rement f o r 

e d u c a t i o n f o r a l l t h e i n v o l v e d p a r t i es and 

a l s o h a v i ng a v e t e r a n i n t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i ng 

o r t h e a d j u d i c a t i v e l o o p . 

As f a r as t h e g e n e r a l r e a s o n s , t h e 

l e g i s l a t i ve s u p p o r t , t h e Penns y l v a n i a g e n e r a l 

a s s e m b l y has a l o n g l e g a c y o f v e t e r a n 

s u p p o r t . T h e r e i s a l r e a d y l e g i s l a t i on o r 

p e n d i n g l e g i s l a t i o n f o r p r e f e r e n t i a l h i r i n g o f 

v e t e r a n s o r m i l i t a r y c h i l d c a r e a s s i s t a n c e . 

T h e r e i s p e n d i n g l e g i s l a t i o n 



s p o n s o r e d by C h a i r m a n M a r s i co and C h a i r m a n 

B a r r a r and o t h e r s t h a t w o u l d r e q u i r e v e t e r a n 

m e m b e r s h i p on t h e C i v i l S e r v i c e Commiss i o n . 

T h a t a r o s e o u t o f t h e f a c t t h a t , o v e r a p e r i o d 

o f t i m e , t h e a u d i t o r g e n e r a l had d e t e r m i n e d 

t h a t t w e n t y - f i v e a g e n c i e s had f i l l e d f i ve 

h u n d r e d s i x t y - n i n e p o s i t i o n s t h r o u g h t h e C i v i l 

S e r v i c e Commiss i o n w i t h o u t t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t 

any v e t e r a n s who had a p p l i e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o C h a i r m a n M a r s i c o ' s 

memorandum r e i n t r o d u c i n g t h e l e g i s l a t i o n , t h e 

memo s t a t e s t h a t t h e r e i s a n e ed f o r an 

a d v o c a t e who u n d e r s t a n d s t h e c h a l l e n g e s f a c e d 

by v e t e r a n s and t h a t a f e l l ow v e t e r a n w o u l d 

b e t t e r s e r v e t h e n e e d s o f o u r v e t e r a n 

c o m m u n i t y . 

E s s e n t i a l l y , t h e c h a i rman and h i s 

c o - s p o n s o r s i d e n t i f i e d t h a t t h e r e ' s a s y s t e m 

t h a t was des i g n e d t o a i d v e t e r a n s , and t h a t 

s y s tem f a i l e d c h i e f l y b e c a u s e i t d i d n ' t have a 

v e t e r a n i n t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g l o o p , and 

t h e y ' r e a c t i ng t o remedy t h a t . 

So I w o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t 

l e g i s l a t i on w o u l d f u r t h e r d e m o n s t r a t e t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a g e n e r a l a s s e m b l y has a l o n g 



t r a d i t i o n o f s u p p o r t i ng v e t e r a n s . 

As f a r as b e i n g a m e c h a n i s m f o r 

f u n d i n g , I met w i t h C h a i rman Mars i c o and 

B a r r a r and M r . O ' L e a r y and M r . Boop i n A p r i l , 

and we d i s c u s s e d t h i s . And a t t h e t i m e , U.S. 

C o n g r e s s had t h e S ERV A c t , w h i ch e v e n t u a l l y 

d i e d i n c o m m i t t e e , w h i c h w o u l d have p r o v i d e d 

f o r f u n d i ng f o r v e t e r a n s c o u r t s . T h a t ' s 

gone . 

C o n g r e s s m a n P a t r i c k Meehan has 

a n n o u n c e d t h a t he i s g o i ng t o i n t r o d u c e 

l e g i s l a t i o n . I n h i s p r e s s r e l e a s e , t o t h a t 

e f f e c t , t o q u o t e h i m , he s a y s -- t h e p r e s s 

r e l eas e i s q u o t e d a s : C o n g r e s s Meehan p l a n s 

t o i n t r o d u c e l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t w i l l g i v e 

c o m m u n i t i es a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y a c c e s s t o 

f e d e r a l a s s i s t a n c e t o c r e a t e v e t e r a n s 

t r e a t m e n t c o u r t s i n t h e i r a r e a and i mprove 

e x i s t i ng v e t e r a n s t r e a t m e n t c o u r t s . The 

f u n d i n g w i l l come f r o m f e d e r a l d o l l a r s a l r e a d y 

a p p r o p r i a t e d , and t h e b i l l w i l l n o t r e q u i r e 

any new s p e n d i n g . 

O t h e r s t a t e s , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 

f e d e r a l f u n d i n g and a c o n d u i t t o f u n d i n g by 

h a v i n g l e g i s l a t i o n s u p p o r t i ng v e t e r a n s c o u r t s 



i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , o t h e r s t a t e s w h i ch have 

l e g i s l a t i on have i n c o r p o r a t e d f u n d i n g s chemes 

i n t h e m . 

I n y o u r m a t e r i a l s , I i n c l u d e d t h e 

l e g i s l a t i on and s u m m a r i e s o f t h e l e g i s l a t i on 

f r o m , I t h i n k s i x s t a t e s , w h i c h , by t h e way, 

was c o m p i l e d by t h e s t u d e n t s o f W i d e n e r ' s l a w 

c l i n i c . I'm g r a t e f u l f o r t h e i r h e l p . 

I ' l l d i r e c t y o u r a t t e n t i o n , on 

y o u r own t i m e , t o t h o s e o f I l l i n o i s and Texas , 

who e a c h a t t a c k t h e a s p e c t o f p r o v i d i n g 

f u n d i n g , i n d i g e n o u s f u n d i n g , t h r o u g h t h e 

l e g i s l a t i on f o r t h e c o u r t s . 

So l e g i s l a t i on w o u l d p r o v i d e b o t h 

a c o n d u i t f o r t h e i r s e e k i n g d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

f e d e r a l f u n d s and c o u l d a l s o e s t a b l i s h o t h e r 

f u n d i n g s chemes . 

As f a r as l e g i s l a t i o n c o d i f y i n g 

p o l i c y and p r o c e d u r e , c u r r e n t l y P e n n s y l v a n i a 

has a v e t e r a n s c o u r t s y s tem and a t e r r i f i c 

a d v o c a t e i n t h a t s y s t e m i n o u r Supreme C o u r t 

J u s t i c e M c C a f f e r y , h i m s e l f a combat v e t e r a n . 

He has t h i s p r o g r a m up and r u n n i n g o r a b o u t t o 

be up and r u n n i ng i n a b o u t a h a l f d o z e n 

d i f f e r e n t c o u n t i e s . 



And r i g h t now, we have b i g 

s u p p o r t . Our s upreme c o u r t , I t h i n k e v e r y 

member, f r o m o u r c h i e f j u s t i c e t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

c o u r t , i s e i t h e r a v e t e r a n o r has an i m m e d i a t e 

f ami l y member who's a v e t e r a n . 

We have t r e m e n d o u s p u b l i c s u p p o r t 

r i g h t now. We're e n g a g e d i n two w a r s . We're 

c o m i n g up on t h e t e n t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f 9/11. 

But t h a t e n t h u s i a s m and t h a t p u b l i c s u p p o r t 

may n o t l a s t . I f we c o d i f y o u r c u r r e n t p o l i c y 

and p r o c e d u r e s , we c a n c a p t u r e t h e c u r r e n t 

b r a i n t h r u s t s , t h e c u r r e n t pas s i o n , t h e 

c u r r e n t m o t i v a t i o n t h a t e x i t s now f o r 

pos t e r i t y t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e p u b l i c s e r v i c e 

t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e a r e p r o v i d i n g now s u r v i v e s 

t h e c u r r e n t p u b l i c s e r v a n t s who a r e i n t h e s e 

p o s i t i o n s . 

And r e g a r d i n g s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n , my 

c o u n t y , D e l a w a r e C o u n t y , has a r i c h t r a d i t i o n 

o f u n i f o r m e d s e r v i ce i n o u r b e n c h and o u r b a r . 

I d o n ' t know t h a t a l l o f Penns y l v a n i a's 

c o u n t i es s h a r e t h a t p r i v i l e g e . 

S t a n d a r d i z a t i o n w o u l d h e l p us and l e g i s l a t i o n 

w o u l d h e l p us c a p t u r e t h e b e s t p r a c t i c e s t h a t 

a r e g o i n g on r i g h t now, n o t j u s t i n 



P e n n s y l v a n i a b u t i n t h e f o u r v e t e r a n s c o u r t s 

t h a t have b e e n i d e n t i f i e d as m e n t o r v e t e r a n 

c o u r t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , t h e A m e r i c a n 

B a r As s o c i a t i o n ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i ons f o r b e s t 

p r a c t i c e s f o r v e t e r a n s c o u r t s , and i t w o u l d 

a l s o make t h e s y s t e m more d e f e n s i b l e . I t ' s a 

l e g a l e n t i t y , t h e r e f o r e t h e r e a r e p o t e n t i a l 

c h a l l e n g e s a h e a d . 

T h e r e have b e e n c h a l l e n ges t o i t 

i n o t h e r s t a t e s , u s u a l l y b a s e d on a p e r c e p t i o n 

o f a s t a t u s - b a s ed b e n e f i t o r s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t 

f o r v e t e r a n s . V i c t i m s ' r i g h t s g r o u p s who 

a r g u e f o r r e t r i b u t i o n f o r t h e v i c t i m s v e r s us 

r e h a b i l i t a t i on f o r t h e d e f e n d a n t s o r j u s t a 

mis u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e cos t s . As M r . P a y n e 

d i s cus s e d , i t i s an e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t t o have 

t h e s e c o u r t s . And t h a t ' s n o t a l w a y s 

immedi a t e l y a p p a r e n t t o t h o s e t o whom t h e i d e a 

i s i n t r o d u c e d . 

S t a n d a r d i z a t i o n w i l l e n a b l e us t o 

c a p t u r e t h e b e s t p r a c t i c e s , and i t ' s o u r 

i n s u r a n c e a g a i n s t p o t e n t i a l c h a l l e n ges t o t h e 

s y s t e m , b e c a u s e i t w i l l a l l ow us t o p u t o u r 

b e s t m i n d i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e s y s t e m , 

and i t w i l l g i v e t h e i n d i v i d u a l c o u r t s t h e 



q u a l i t y o f q u a n t i t y i n d e f e n d i ng t h e i r 

s y s t e m s . 

T h o s e a r e t h e g e n e r a l r a t i o n a l e 

t h a t I b e l i e v e s u p p o r t h a v i ng l e g i s l a t i on t o 

c o d i f y a v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

The two s ubs t a n t i v e i s s u e s I ' d 

l i k e t o s ee i n t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n w o u l d be 

e d u c a t i o n and n e e d f o r a v e t e r a n i n t h i s 

d e c i s i on p r o c e s s . 

F i r s t o f a l l , I t h i n k a n y 

l e g i s l a t i on o u g h t t o be p e r m i s s i v e . I t o u g h t 

t o a l l ow e a c h j u r i s d i c t i on t o use i t s c u r r e n t 

p r a c t i c e s t o t h e d e g r e e t h a t t h a t w o u l d be 

p e r m i s s i b l e , and i t o u g h t t o r e q u i r e , t o t h e 

l e a s t d e g r e e , t h a t t h e y a d h e r e t o any 

p a r t i c u l a r p r o f o r m a . 

R e g a r d i n g t h e e d u c a t i o n , f i r s t o f 

a l l , i t ' s a k e y component -- i n f a c t , i t ' s k e y 

component number n i n e o f t h e B u f f a l o p o l i c y 

and p r o c e d u r e s m a n u a l . And as M r . P a y n e 

a l l u d e d t o , B u f f a l o was one o f t h e f i r s t 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t s . They have a v e r y m a t u r e , 

v e r y w e l l d e v e l oped v e t e r a n s c o u r t . The 

N a t i o n a l D r u g C o u r t s I n s t i t u t e has i d e n t i f i e d 

B u f f a l o as o ne o f t h e f o u r m e n t o r v e t e r a n s 



c o u r t s i n t h e n a t i o n . And t h e i r k e y component 

number n i ne t a l k s a b o u t e d u c a t i o n . 

T h e r e was t a l k a b o u t t h e 

v o l u n t e e r s and t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r v e t e r a n 

v o l u n t e e r s t o m e n t o r t h e s e d e f e n d a n t s t h r o u g h 

t h e p r o g r a m . The P e n n s y l v a n i a Supreme C o u r t , 

t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f p r o b l e m s o l v i n g , has 

a l r e a d y b e g u n d e v e l o p i n g an e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m 

f o r t h o s e m e n t o r s . T h a t s h o u l d be r e l e a s e d on 

t h e 19 t h o f S e p t e m b e r , i s t h e t a r g e t d a t e f o r 

t h a t . 

I ' d l i ke t o see e d u c a t i o n as a 

r e q u i r e m e n t f o r a l l o f t h e o t h e r p a r t i c i p a n t s , 

f o r t h e DAs and p u b l i c d e f e n d e r s , t h e p r i v a t e 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s , t h e j u d g e s , i n t h e f o r m o f 

c o n t i n u i n g l e g a l e d u c a t i o n . As I s a i d , some 

c o u n t i es a r e r i c h l y s t e e p e d i n u n i f o r m e d 

s e r v i c e , some a r e n o t . I t h i n k you n e e d t h e 

e d u c a t i o n as a u n i f y i ng f a c t o r . 

I ' d l i ke t o r e l ay a b r i e f s t o r y , a 

p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e , t h a t h i g h l i g h t s t h i s n e e d 

f o r e d u c a t i o n . I t a l k e d a b o u t t h a t I d i r e c t 

t h e v e t e r a n s l a w c l i n i c o u t a t t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a V e t e r a n s Museum. I had a c l i e n t 

i n t h a t c a p a c i t y , p r o bono c l i e n t , who was a 



v e t e r a n o f I r a n and A f g h a n i s t a n . He h a d 

r e t u r n e d h a v i n g s u f f e r e d t h r o u g h f i v e I ED 

a t t a c k s . He had been d i s c h a r g e d and 

u n d e r g o n e -- had u n d e r g o n e t r e a t m e n t t h r o u g h a 

VA t r e a t m e n t f a c i l i t y , had been d i a g n o s ed w i t h 

pos t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s d i s o r d e r and a l s o a 

t r a u m a t i c b r a i n i n j u r y and had r u n i n t o , on 

t h e c i v i l s i d e , t h e k i n d o f l e g a l t r o u b l e s 

t h a t you mi g h t e x p e c t o f a young man who had 

been t h r o u g h t h e s e k i nd o f i s s ues . 

I n my d e a l i n g s w i t h o p p o s i n g 

c o u n s e l , a t one p o i n t , o p p o s i n g c o u n s e l made 

t h e comment, you know, "You c l a i m he's been 

t h r o u g h f i v e I ED a t t a c k s . You c l a i m he's a 

wounded v e t e r a n . He d o e s n ' t l ook l i ke a 

wounded v e t e r a n . " I w a s , o b v i o u s l y , t a k e n 

a b a c k by t h e comment. 

As I t h o u g h t a b o u t i t and 

c o n s i d e r e d i t , I r e a l i z e d -- and t h i s i s a 

v e r y c o m p e t e n t , v e r y c o n s c i e n t i o u s , v e r y w e l l -

r e s p e c t e d l a w y e r . I t w a s n ' t a c h e a p s h o t a t 

a l l . T h a t a t t o r n e y was abs o l u t e l y c o r r e c t . 

T h i s y o u n g man d i d n o t -- he had two a r m s , two 

l e g s , b o t h e y e s -- d i d n o t a p p e a r t o be a 

combat-wounded v e t e r a n . I t h i nk t h a t 



h i g h l i g h t s t h e n e ed f o r e d u c a t i o n f o r a l l t h e 

p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d . 

As f a r as h a v i n g a v e t e r a n i n t h e 

a d j u d i c a t i v e l o o p , a v e t e r a n d e c i s i o n m a k e r , 

i t ' s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h v e t e r a n members h i p on t h e 

c i v i l s e r v i c e c o m m i t t e e , as I q u o t e d e a r l i e r , 

C h a i r m a n M a r s i c o ' s memo, t h a t t h e n e ed f o r an 

a d v o c a t e who u n d e r s t a n d s t h e c h a l l e n g e s f a c e d 

by v e t e r a n s and t h e i r f e l l o w v e t e r a n w o u l d 

b e t t e r s e r v e t h e n e ed i n t h e v e t e r a n 

c o m m u n i t y . 

I t w o u l d h e l p a l l e v i a t e , h e a d o f f 

a t t h e p a s s , t h e p r o b l e m o f t r y i n g t o s e t up a 

s y s tem t h a t ' s d e s i gned t o a i d v e t e r a n and have 

i t f a i l o n l y b e c a u s e t h e r e i s n o t a v e t e r a n i n 

t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g l o o p . 

And t o r e a l l y -- a l i t t l e b i t o f a 

p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e on t h a t . L i k e I 

m e n t i o n e d , I h e l p a i r l i n e p i l o t s o ut who a r e 

g u a r d s men and r e s e r v i s t s who a r e d e a l i n g w i t h 

t h e i r c i v i l e m p l o y e r s . I n t h a t c a p a c i t y , 

c i v i l e m p l o y e r s a r e s o r t o f a n a l o g o u s t o t h e 

a d j u d i c a t i v e d e c i s i o n m a k e r . And where I see 

p r o b l e m s i s a l ack o f u n d e r s t a n d i ng by t h a t 

d e c i s i on m a k e r , where t h e manager o r t h e 



f i r s t -- t h e e m p l o y e r , and i n many c a s e s , t h e 

v e t e r a n , t y p i c a l l y n o t a p o s t - 9 / 1 1 v e t e r a n , 

and d o e s n ' t r e c o g n i z e t h e v a s t c h a n g e s t h a t 

have t a k e n p l a c e i n o u r m i l i t a r y i n t h e l a s t 

d e c a d e . 

The g u a r d and r e s e r v e s a r e 

c a r r y i ng a much l a r g e r b u r d e n o f t h e war 

e f f o r t s , t h a t i t ' s no l o n g e r a weekend a 

m o n t h , two weeks a y e a r . A t my g u a r d u n i t , we 

j u s t r e t u r n e d f r o m I r a q l a s t y e a r . I c a n t e l l 

y o u , we have a r e q u i r e m e n t t o go f l y s i x t i m e s 

a m o n t h . We have a number o f t r a i n i ng 

d e p l o y m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u r s e o f t h e y e a r . 

I t ' s e x t r e m e l y o n e r o u s on t h e s e c i v i l i a n 

e m p l o y e r s . And t h o s e d e c i s i o n m a k e r s a r e , 

t h r o u g h a l a c k o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f what t h e 

c u r r e n t g u a r d and r e s e r v i s t a r e g o i n g t h r o u g h , 

o f t e n make bad d e c i s i ons r e g a r d i n g t h a t . 

I t h i n k t h a t h e l p s h i g h l i g h t t h e 

need t o have a v e t e r a n i n t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 

l o o p o f a ny v e t e r a ns cou r t s c h eme . 

W i t h t h a t , I t h a n k you f o r y o u r 

t i m e . I o f f e r my c o n t i n u e d s e r v i ce t o t h e 

p r o c e s s . 

I want t o p u b l i c l y g e t on t h e 



r e c o r d t h a t I t h a n k o u r W i d e n e r s t u d e n t s --

S l o k a ( p h o n e t i c ) , J i m , and Dan who c o m p i l e d 

t h e i n f o r m a t i o n f o r me. 

I ' l l d i r e c t y o u r a t t e n t i on 

s p e c i f i c a l l y t o some o f t h e m a t e r i a l . L i k e I 

s a i d, I l l i n o i s ' s l aw and T e x a s ' s l a w a r e b o t h 

i n c l u d e d i n t h e m a t e r i a l s . T h e y p r o v i d e good 

schemes f o r b o t h w h e t h e r o r n o t y o u want t o 

i nc l ude a f u n d i ng component t o t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n . I l l i n o i s a l s o has a v e r y r o b u s t 

l a y o u t o f t h e p r o c e d u r e and how t h e c o u r t 

w o u l d w o r k . 

I ' l l d i r e c t y o u r a t t e n t i on t o 

B u f f a l o's p o l i c y and p r o c e d u r e m a n u a l t h a t ' s 

i n t h e ma t e r i a l . 

And I i n c l u d e d two a r t i c l e s 

w r i t t e n by W i d e n e r ' s p r o f e s s o r J u s t i n 

H o l b r o o k . The f i r s t one, V e t e r a n s C o u r t E a r l y 

Outcomes and K e y I n d i c a t o r s f o r S u c c e s s , has a 

g r e a t s u r v e y o f e a c h o f t h e c o m p o n e n t s o f a 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t : who w o u l d be e l i g i b l e , how 

y o u w o u l d t a k e t h a t p e r s on i n , what c r i mes 

w o u l d q u a l i f y o r n o t , what k i n d o f t r e a t m e n t 

p r o g r a m s y o u w o u l d us e o r n o t , and t h e n 

w h e t h e r y o u expunge i t , c o n s i d e r i t a g u i l t y 



p l e a , o r how y o u -- what t h e u l t i mate 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i s . 

And t h e n t h e t a b l e a t t h e end o f 

t h e s e c o n d a r t i c l e i s t h e A m e r i c a n B a r 

A s s o c i a t i on's k e y s t o s u c c e s s f o r a v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t s y s t e m . 

So, a g a i n , t h a n k y o u . And I ' l l 

e n t e r t a i n any q u e s t i o n s a t t h i s t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Okay. B e f o r e 

we go t o q u e s t i ons , I want t o r e c o g n i z e 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve K e i t h G i l l e s p i e and 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve T i n a D a v i s, who have j o i ned t h e 

p a n e l . T h e y ' r e down t h i s way. 

Wel come and t h a n k s f o r b e i n g 

h e r e . 

Any q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e c o m m i t t e e 

members o f t h e p a n e l ? 

Coming f r o m t h e r i g h t , I d o n ' t see 

a n y . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve E l l i s . 

REPRESENTATIVE E L L I S : Thank you 

v e r y much f o r comi ng t o d a y , g e n t l emen. 

C o l o n e l M i l l e r , I j u s t have a 

q u e s t i ons , and I'm s u r e , i n t h e p a c k e t , we 

c o u l d f i n d i t . J u s t t o g e t a g e n e r a l f e e l i n g , 



you s a y t h a t Texas and I l l i n o i s have v e r y 

s u c c e s s f u l p r o g r a m s o r m o d e l s . 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MI LLER: S u r e . 

They -- l i k e I s a i d, I'm s p e a k i n g -- t h e y have 

a l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t ' s a good model l e g i s l a t i o n 

t o l o o k a t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE E L L I S : Do you know 

when t h e y s t a r t e d t h e c o u r t s , v e t e r a n c o u r t s 

i n t h o s e s t a t e s ? 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MI LLER: I n 

t h o s e s t a t e s , I d o n ' t know. The v e r y f i r s t 

one was a c t u a l l y A n c h o r a g e , A l a s k a , i n '04. 

B u f f a l o s t a r t e d t h e i r s up i n '08. So i t ' s 

more r e c e n t t h a n t h a t . I t i s i n t h e c u r r e n t 

p e r i o d o f f i n a n c i a l a u s t e r i t y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE E L L I S : I w o u l d 

a s s ume t h e r e ' s a b u n c h o f o t h e r s t a t e s l o o k i n g 

i n t o i t as w e l l . 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MI LLER: T h e r e 

a r e -- y e s , t h e r e a r e a number o f s t a t e s who 

have v e t e r a n s c o u r t s y s t e m s . T h e r e a r e o n l y a 

h a n d f u l t h a t have l e g i s l a t i on on i t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE E L L I S : And t h e 

l a s t q u e s t i o n I had, you e m p h a s i z e d how 

i m p o r t a n t t h e e d u c a t i on component i s . And 



what I 'm t r y i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d , d oes t h a t 

e d u c a t i o n component i n c l ude t h e v e t e r a n o r 

e d u c a t i o n t o t h e c o u r t s and t h e DAs and 

e v e r y b o d y so t h e y u n d e r s t a n d how t o a d m i n i s t e r 

t h e p r o g r a m s ? What d i d you mean by t h a t ? 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MI LLER: S i r , 

s p e c i f i c a l l y , I meant t h e -- n o t t h e v e t e r a n s , 

i n what I was r e f e r r i ng t o , b u t t h e p e r s o n n e l 

i n v o l v e d i n t h e c o u r t , t h e l a w y e r s . 

We have t w e l ve c o n t i n u i n g l e g a l 

e d u c a t i o n c r e d i t s t h a t a r e r e q u i r e d o f us 

e v e r y y e a r . I t h i nk i n t h a t s cheme, t h e r e 

o u g h t t o be a r e q u i r e m e n t , i f y o u ' r e g o i n g t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s s y s t e m , you have an h o u r 

o r so t h a t w o u l d c o u n t t o w a r d s t h a t 

s p e c i f i c a l l y on t h e s e i s s u e s , and I 

h i g h l i g h t e d t h a t w i t h t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e 

l a w y e r who i s v e r y good a t what s he d o e s , b u t 

t h r o u g h a l a c k o f e d u c a t i o n on t h e i s s u e s , 

r e a c h e d a v e r y bad c o n c l u s i on i n o u r c a s e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE E L L I S : Thank you 

v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Any o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve B a r b i n . 



REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: Thank y o u . 

I had a q u e s t i o n f o r M r . P a y n e . 

The -- when t h e s e s y s tems a r e s e t 

up i n t h e o t h e r -- t h e r e w ere, maybe, t w e l ve 

c o u n t i es t h a t have s t a r t e d on t h i s p a t h . When 

you s a y " v e t e r a n s c o u r t , " i s n ' t t h a t a 

mis nomer? B e c a u s e u n d e r o u r c o n s t i t u t i on, 

d o n ' t we have t h e power i n e a c h o f t h e c o u n t y 

c o u r t s t o have d i f f e r e n t d i v i s i o n s ? B e c a u s e 

i t s o u n d e d l i k e , when you p r o v i d e d t e s t i m o n y 

b e f o r e , t h a t what you r e a l l y n e e d e d t o have a 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t was t o have a s e p a r a t e d o c k e t 

and a s e p a r a t e way f o r t h e j u d g e s and t h o s e 

c o u n t i es t o d e a l w i t h t h e s y s t e m . 

Would i t r e q u i r e a s e p a r a t e c o u r t 

o r a s e p a r a t e j u d g e ? Or c o u l d we us e t h e 

j u d g e s t h a t a r e as s i g n e d i n a d i f f e r e n t 

d i v i s i on? 

MR. PAYNE: I f I m i s s t a t e d t h a t , I 

w i l l r e p h r a s e i t s l i g h t l y . No, you do n o t 

n e e d a s e p a r a t e j u d g e o r a s e p a r a t e s y s t e m . A 

s e p a r a t e d o c k e t i s j u s t what i t i s, a d o c k e t . 

Anyone who's p a r t i c i p a t e d i n any 

c o u r t p r o c e e d i n g s r e a l i z e s t h a t any j u d g e has 

a number a d o c k e t s t h a t h e ' l l r u n , w h e t h e r 



i t ' s a c r i m i n a l , d i v o r c e d o c k e t , c i v i l 

d o c k e t . And c r e a t i n g a s p e c i a l v e t e r a n s c o u r t 

d o c k e t o n l y i s o l a t e s t h e c a s e s i n t o a 

g r o u p i ng, j u s t l i k e any o t h e r g r o u p i ng t h a t 

o u r c o u r t s a r e a l l owed t o c r e a t e . T h a t i s 

c o r r e c t . And t h a t ' s why most s p e c i a l t y c o u r t s 

a r e s t a r t e d a t c o u n t y l e v e l , f o r t h a t v e r y 

r e a s o n . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: W i t h t h e 

m e n t o r s t h a t a r e s u g g e s t e d f o r t h i s t y p e o f 

p r o g r a m , a r e t h e y c o m p e n s a t e d a t a l l ? 

MR. PAYNE: M e n t o r s ? No. M e n t o r s 

a r e n o t compens a t e d . They a r e v o l u n t e e r s . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: And g i v e n 

t h e numbers t h a t you p r o v i d e d i n t h e e a r l i e r 

p a r t o f y o u r t e s t i mony, we have b i g p r o b l e m s , 

h i g h e s t r a t e s o f s u i c i d e r a t e s , PTSD, 

t r a u m a t i c b r a i n i n j u r y , h o m e l e s s n e s s . D o e s n ' t 

i t make s ens e t h a t maybe o u r r e s o u r c e t h a t 

n o r m a l l y go f o r bonus e s , t h i n g s -- war 

b o n u s e s , t h i ngs l i ke t h a t , c o u l d n ' t we use 

t h o s e f o r -- t o l i c e n s e p e o p l e as m e n t o r s ? Or 

what w o u l d be y o u r comment on t h a t ? Would 

t h a t be an e f f e c t i ve way t h a t we c o u l d use o u r 

r e s o u r c e s t o g e t p e o p l e t r a i n e d ? 



MR. PAYNE: My f i r s t comment i s 

t h a t t h e PBA has n o t t a k e n a s p e c i f i c p o s i t i o n 

on t h a t . L o o k i ng i n t o i t , how t o b u d g e t o r 

t h e r e s o u r c e s a r e u s e d w i t h i n t h e s y s t e m a r e 

g o i ng t o be t h e d e c i s i o n by t h e c o u r t s , so t h e 

d e c i s i on on how t o do t h a t . 

I w o u l d a g r e e w i t h you t h a t an 

ounce o f p r e v e n t i o n i s t r u l y w o r t h a pound o f 

c u r e . And t h a t ' s what t h e s e c o u r t s p r o v i d e . 

They p r o v i d e t h e i n t e r v e n t i on t o p r e v e n t 

f u t u r e i s s u e s . And t h o s e m e n t o r s a r e a k e y 

c o m p o n e n t . 

And I t h i nk you mi g h t a c t u a l l y 

l o s e s o m e t h i ng a l o n g t h e l i ne, b e c a u s e mos t o f 

t h e s e v e t e r a n s -- I mean, most o f t h e s e 

m e n t o r s a r e v e t e r a n s , and t h a t i s t h e 

c o n n e c t i n g p o i n t b e t w e e n t h e v e t e r a n t h a t ' s 

i n v o l v e d i n t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i ce s y s tem and 

t h i s m e n t o r . They have t h a t s o r t o f 

s i mi l a r i t y . 

I f you c a n b r i n g t h a t t h r o u g h w i t h 

o t h e r f o r m s o f m e n t o r s , who a r e p a i d o r 

u n p a i d , t h a t w o u l d be g r e a t . But you j u s t 

c a n ' t l o s e t h a t e l e m e n t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: What I 'm 



t h i n k i ng o f i s , we have s o m e t h i n g c a l l e d 

f o s t e r g r a n d p a r e n t s . And w h i l e i t i s n ' t a 

j o b , i t i s a s t i p e n d t o t h o s e p e o p l e t h a t were 

t h e b e s t s u i t e d t o h e l p k i d s . I d o n ' t know 

why we c o u l d n ' t do t h e s ame t h i n g w i t h 

v e t e r a n s . 

MR. PAYNE: I'm n o t aware o f t h i s 

p r o g r a m . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARBIN: T h a t ' s 

i t . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: C h a i r m a n 

B a r r a r . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: Thank 

y o u . 

C o l o n e l M i l l e r , I want t o t h a n k 

you f o r y o u r c o l l e c t i on o f d a t a h e r e f o r u s . 

T h i s i s v e r y h e l p f u l . 

I n one o f y o u r t e s t i m o n y -- I 'm 

n o t s u r e , I t h i nk i t m i g h t have b e e n 

M r . Payne -- you had m e n t i o n e d t h a t v i o l e n t 

c r i m i n a l s a r e e x c l uded f r o m a c c e p t a n c e i n t h i s 

p r o g r a m , o r i s t h a t y e t t o be d e t e r m i n e d ? 

MR. PAYNE: I d i d n o t s a y v i o l e n t 

c r i m i n a l s a r e e x c l u d e d . I s a i d n o n v i o l e n t a r e 

u s u a l l y what y o u ' r e l o o k i n g t o t a r g e t . T h a t 



i s -- so s o r t o f a b a s i c p r e m i s e s i s l o o k i ng 

f o r someone t h a t -- e s s e n t i a l l y a l o n g t h e s e -¬

t h e r e a r e d r u g - r e l a t e d - t y p e i n c i d e n t s o r 

m e n t a l - i l l n e s s - t y p e i s s u e s t h a t a s s i s t a n c e c a n 

be g r a n t e d . 

So y o u ' r e -- n o r m a l l y , t h o s e a r e 

g o i ng t o be y o u r n o n v i o l e n t t y p e o f 

i n c i d e nce s . Th e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t p r o g r a ms i n 

d i f f e r e n t s t a t e s t h a t may be v e r y d i f f e r e n t , 

v a s t l y d i f f e r e n t l y , and w i t h i n Penns y l v a n i a 

i t s e l f , e a c h d i f f e r e n t c o u n t y g e t s t o draw i t s 

own l i n e , b e c a u s e we have s p e c i a l t y c o u r t 

d o c k e t s . So what may q u a l i f y i n D e l aware 

C o u n t y may n o t q u a l i f y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a C o u n t y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: C o l o n e l 

M i l l e r , i n t h e f i v e -- I t h i n k f i ve o r s i x 

s t a t e s t h a t you b a s i c a l l y had g i v e n us as how 

t o m odel l e g i s l a t i o n , do t h e o t h e r s t a t e s a l l 

a c c e p t v i o l e n t c r i m i n a l s i n t o t h e -- i n t o t h a t 

p r o g r a m , o r do any o f them e x c l u d e them? 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MILLER: Some 

d o , some d o n ' t . I ' l l draw y o u r a t t e n t i on t o 

t h e f i r s t Wi d e n e r a r t i c l e t h a t ' s i n t h e r e , The 

V e t e r a n s C o u r t s E a r l y Outcomes , and on page 

t w e n t y - s i x , i t a c t u a l l y a d d r e s s e s t h i s . T h i s 



i s a s u r v e y o f w h i c h t y p e o f o f f e n s e s a r e 

i n c l u d e d o r n o t . I t t a l k s a b o u t t h e d i f f e r e n t 

p e r c e n t a g e s o f c o u r t s t h a t i n c l u d e and e x c l u d e 

t h i n g s . 

S o m e t h i n g i t g e t s t o i s , when you 

g e t i n t o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y v i o l e n t c r i mes , b u t 

v i o l e n t c r i m e s t h a t have v i c t i ms' r i g h t s 

g r o u p s -- domes t i c a b u s e , c r i m e s a g a i n s t 

c h i l d r e n -- t h e r e have b e e n c h a l l e n g e s t o 

t h e s e c o u r t s y s tems by t h o s e g r o u p s . S o most 

o f t h e c o u r t s l e a v e t h o s e t h i n g s o u t . 

And o t h e r t h i n g s , l i k e d r u g us e , 

t h a t ' s i n . D r u g m a n u f a c t u r i n g and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n , i n many c o u r t s , t h a t ' s o u t . You 

k n o w , t h a t ' s n o t r e a l l y a p r o d u c t o f p o s t 

t r a uma t i c s t r e s s . 

So t h e r e i s a -- i t d e p e n d s on how 

e a c h s t a t e d e f i nes i t s d i f f e r e n t c r i mes . Mos t 

o f them i n c l u d e some d e g r e e o f e v e n v i o l e n t 

c r i mes and f e l o n i e s , mos t o f them e x c l u d e 

l i t t l e s p e c i f i c p a r t s , l i k e f e l o n y d o m e s t i c 

v i o l e n t o r c r i m e s a g a i n s t c h i l d r e n . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: O k a y . 

Thank y o u . 

T h a t ' s a l l I h a v e . 



CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Thank y o u . 

Tha nk you t o bo t h o f you f o r b e i n g 

h e r e , y o u r i n f o r m a t i o n and b e i ng h e r e t o d a y . 

F o r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o f members , 

members o f t h e p u b l i c , we have t e s t i mony on 

t h e b a c k t a b l e u n d e r t h e f l ags , y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y , b u t a l s o C o l o n e l Mi l l e r ' s v e r y 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e and e x t e n s i v e t e s t i mony i s 

a v a i l a b l e e l e c t r o n i c a l l y as w e l l . T h i s i s , 

what I ' v e s e e n so f a r , i t i s a v e r y w e l l -

p r e p a r e d r e p o r t . We t h a n k you v e r y much f o r 

y o u r l e a d e r s h i p on t h i s i s s u e . 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MILLER: Y o u ' r e 

w e l come, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: O k a y . Thank 

y o u . 

M o v i n g on t o o u r n e x t s p e a k e r , we 

have M r . B r i an C o u r t n e y . 

M r . C o u r t n e y i s a v e t e r a n who has 

r e c e n t l y g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a 

v e t e r a n c o u r t . 

M r . C o u r t n e y , w e l c o m e . You may 

p r o c e e d . 

MR. COURTNEY: Thank y o u . 

L a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n o f t h e 



c o m m i t t e e , I was a s k e d t o s p e a k h e r e t o d a y , 

and I p r e p a r e d s o m e t h i n g . And I'm a l i t t l e 

b i t n e r v o u s h e r e , so I 'm g o i n g t o r e a d t h i s 

and see how w e l l i t goes . 

I have b e e n a s k e d t o s p e a k h e r e 

b e f o r e you on my e x p e r i e n c e w i t h P h i l a d e l p h i a 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t . L e t me f i r s t s a y t h a t upon 

r e c e i v i n g an e-mai l a s k i ng me o f my i n t e r e s t 

i n a p p e a r i n g b e f o r e y o u , my f i r s t t h o u g h t s 

were t h a t I ' d be d e l i g h t e d t o t r y and h e l p i n 

any way t h a t I c o u l d . 

H o w e v e r , a f t e r r e p l y i ng t o t h e 

e - m a i l and t a l k i n g on t h e phone w i t h M r . K a n e , 

I t h i n k r e a l i t y s e t i n and I had t o a s k 

mys e l f , What have you done now? What c o u l d 

you p o s s i b l y have t o s a y t o t h e s e d i s t i n g u i s h 

p e o p l e ? 

I n t r u t h , i t ' s r e a l l y v e r y 

s i m p l e . What I ' ve g o t t e n f r o m my e x p e r i e n c e 

w i t h v e t e r a n s c o u r t i s a p r o f o u n d h o p e . And 

I'm e x p r e s s i ng t h i s t o you i n a way t h a t may 

b e n e f i t o t h e r s i s t h e c h a l l enge t h a t I see s e t 

be f o r e me . 

I n t a l k i n g w i t h M r . K a n e , I 

b e l i e v e i t b e s t t o s t a r t w i t h what b r o u g h t me 



t o v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e . 

Bas i c a l l y , i t was my l o n g - t e r m s t r u g g l e w i t h 

a d d i c t i o n . Today I 'm aware o f some o f t h e 

e v e n t s t h a t p l a y e d a p a r t i n my s e l f -

m e d i c a t i o n . 

Bes i d e s t h e t u r m o i l and d r u g 

c u l t u r e o f t h e '60s and e a r l y '70s, I e n l i s t e d 

i n t h e Navy a t t h e age o f s e v e n t e e n . B e c o m i n g 

a Navy d i v e r , my d u t i es a t t i m e s e x p o s e d t o me 

what a l l c o u l d I s ay a t t h i s t i m e were 

t r a u m a t i c e v e n t s . 

I know now t h a t I d e a l t w i t h t h e s e 

by s u p p r e s s i ng my e m o t i o n s a t t h e t i me, 

t h e r e b y c r e a t i n g a s t r u g g l e w i t h i n m y s e l f . A 

s t r ugg l e t h a t a t d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s o f my l i f e 

I s o u g h t h e l p t h r o u g h v a r i o u s t r e a t m e n t 

p r o g r a m s and a l so t w e l v e - s t e p g r o u p s . S e v e r a l 

t i m e s I was a b l e t o a t t a i n a few y e a r s 

abs t i n e n c e b u t a l w a y s I w o u l d end up 

r e l aps i n g . 

I b e l i e v e i t was i n M a r c h o f 2004 

t h a t I was f i r s t i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e VA m edi c a l , 

where I went t o SATU, and t h a t ' s S u b s t a n c e 

Abuse T r e a t m e n t U n i t , a t VA m e d i c a l , 

C o a t e s v i l l e , Penns y l v a n i a . At t h i s t i m e i n my 



l i f e , I was h o m e l e s s , as i n o t h e r t i mes . 

H o m e l e s s n e s s b e i n g one a s p e c t o f a d d i c t i o n . 

From S ATU, one c o u l d go on i n t o a 

d o m i c i l i a r y p r o g r a m f o r h o m e l e s s v e t e r a n s , 

t h i s p r o g r a m b e i n g g e a r e d t o w a r d s t e a c h i n g j o b 

s e a r c h s k i l l s a l o n g w i t h f u r t h e r a d d i c t i o n 

r e c o v e r y g r o u p s . I t was a t C o a t e s v i l l e t h a t I 

f i r s t became aware o f PTSD, p o s t t r a u m a t i c 

s t r e s s d i s o r d e r . H o n e s t l y , a t f i r s t , I 

b e l i e v e d i t was some k i n d o f s cam t h a t v e t s 

were u s i n g i n an a t t e m p t t o g e t p a i d by t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t . 

H o w e v e r , I w o u l d a t t e n d a s e p a r a t e 

t w e l v e - s t e p g r o u p f o r PTSD f a c i l i t a t e d by now 

my good f r i e n d R a b b i P h i l l i p Goodman. T h i s 

g r o u p was n o t a p a r t o f t h e doms p r o g r a m b u t 

a v a i l a b l e t o a l l t h a t were i n t e r e s t e d i n 

s e e k i n g h e l p . R a b b i P h i l w o u l d a l s o t a k e t i m e 

out o f -- o u t by hims e l f and c o u n s e l me, as 

w o u l d my own c a t h o l i c c h a p l a i n . 

I had l o n g known t h a t a d d i c t i o n i s 

r e a l l y a symptom o f s ome u n d e r l y i ng --

u n d e r l y i n g c a u s e , and I was b e g i n n i n g t o 

b e l i e v e t h a t maybe, i n f a c t , p s y c h i a t r y 

u n d e r s t o o d what mi ne m i g h t be i n PTS D. I 



f o u n d o ut t h a t t h e VA o f f e r s t r e a t m e n t i n t h i s 

a r e a , t h a t i s f o r pos t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s 

d i s o r d e r , a t C o a t e s v i l l e and o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

I p u t i n a r e q u e s t f o r h e l p 

t h r o u g h t h e dom t r e a t m e n t team p r o g r a m t o go 

t o New Y o r k . I was t u r n e d down. And I 

remember b e i ng t o l d by t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f 

t h e dom, " B r i a n , I b e l i e v e you have PTS D, b u t 

we b e l i e v e i t b e s t you s t a y h e r e . " I f e l t 

b e t r a y e d and e q u a t e d t h e i r s o l u t i on as t o 

p u t t i n g a B a n d - A i d on a wound r e q u i r i n g 

s u t u r e s . 

N e e d l e s s t o s a y , I l e f t 

C o a t e s v i l l e and r e t u r n e d t o P h i l a d e l p h i a t o do 

t h i ngs my own way. I was s t i l l h o m e l e s s and 

l i v e d on t h e s t r e e t s and w o u l d go t o t h e 

n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a 

V e t e r a n s M u l t i - S e r v i c e and E d u c a t i o n C e n t e r 

d u r i n g t h e d a y . 

At t h a t t i m e , VA medi c a l r e n t e d 

s p a c e f r o m them on t h e s e c o n d f l o o r , and I 

c o u l d see a t h e r a p i s t and a t t e n d r e c o v e r y 

g r o u p s t h e r e . 

The t h i r d f l o o r i s c a l l e d t h e 



p e r i m e t e r and i s a day c e n t e r f o r homel e s s 

v e t s . The f o u r t h f l o o r has c o m p u t e r e d u c a t i o n 

and j o b c o u n s e l o r s f o r o u t - o f - w o r k v e t s . 

My s o b r i e t y was p r e c a r i o u s a t 

bes t . I w o u l d make h a l f - h e a r t e d a t t e m p t s b u t 

n e v e r a n y t h i ng more t h a n a few weeks . 

L a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n , t o make a 

l o n g s t o r y s h o r t , my a d d i c t i o n t o i l l e g a l 

d r u g s g r a c e d me w i t h t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o g e t 

room and b o a r d a t t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a P r i s on 

S y s tem a t S t a t e Road i n P h i l l y t o a w a i t t r i a l 

on a p o s s e s s i o n c h a r g e . 

D u r i n g one a p p e a r a n c e a t r e g u l a r 

c o u r t , I remember my l a w y e r t a l k i ng t o t h e 

j u d g e a b o u t some p r o g r a m t h a t had a l o n g 

w a i t i n g l i s t . Now, w i t h t h e t i m e I a l r e a d y 

had i n j a i l -- s p e n t i n j a i l , I d o n ' t t h i n k 

t h a t i f I was s e n t e n c e d , I w o u l d have done b u t 

maybe a c o u p l e -- an a d d i t i o n a l two months . 

I t was a t t h i s h e a r i n g t h a t t h e b a i l i f f had a 

w ord w i t h t h e j u d g e , and H i s H o n o r t h e n s t a t e d 

t h a t he was t r a n s f e r r i n g my c a s e t o v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t . 

I went b a c k t o P P S , w h e r e , f o r 

me, t h e s t r a n g e s t t h i ng h a p p e n e d . I r e c e i v e d 



a v i s i t f r o m R e b b e c c a H i c k s o f t h e 

P h i l a d e l p h i a VA m e d i c a l , who was t o be my 

l i a i s o n t o v e t e r a n s c o u r t . 

Now, a d d i c t i on and PTSD have one 

t h i ng i n common, and t h a t i s i s o l a t i o n . 

H a v i n g someone t o show up a t j a i l , t e l l i n g me 

t h e y were t h e r e t o as s i s t me i n my c o u r t 

a p p e a r a n c e s was q u i t e a s h o c k t o me. 

I s t i l l remember my f i r s t 

a p p e a r a n c e i n f r o n t o f J u d g e Dugan and him 

a s k i n g me how I l i k e d j a i l . I c o u l d o n l y t e l l 

him t r u t h f u l l y t h a t t h e y were t r e a t i ng me 

b e t t e r t h a n I had been t r e a t i n g m y s e l f . 

He had me r e l e a s e d f r o m PPS on t h e 

c o n d i t i o n o f c o u r t s u p e r v i s i o n and VA 

d i r e c t i o n . T h r o u g h t h e h e l p o f M r s . H i c k s -¬

M i s s H i c k s , I have g o t t e n h e l p f o r b o t h my 

a d d i c t i o n and P T S D . 

T h e r e i s one i n c i d e n t o f g r e a t 

i m p o r t a n c e I w o u l d l i ke t o r e l ay t o you 

c o n c e r n i n g one o f my c o u r t v i s i t s . I remember 

w a i t i n g my t u r n t o be c a l l e d and s e e i n g t h i s 

one young man who had what I c a l l a " d o n ' t 

g i v e a damn" a t t i t u d e a l l a b o u t h i m , s o m e t h i n g 

o f w h i c h I 'm w e l l a c q u a i n t e d . I knew by h i s 



age he was a v e t o f one o f o u r most r e c e n t 

c o n f l i c t s , e i t h e r I r a q o r A f g h a n i s t a n . I 

c o u l d t e l l by t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n g o i n g on i n 

f r o n t o f t h e b e n c h t h a t t h i s y o u n g man was i n 

h o t w a t e r w i t h t h e j u d g e f o r m i s s i n g 

a p p o i n t m e n t s o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t . 

E x p e r i e n c e t o l d me j u d g e s d o n ' t t o l e r a t e bad 

a t t i t u d e s . 

T hen t h e s t r a n g e s t t h i n g h a p p e n e d . 

T h e r e was a r e c e s s o r what I t h o u g h t t o be a 

r e c e s s . When c o u r t r e s u m e d , I r e a l i z e d J u d g e 

Dugan had t a k e n t h i s y oung man b a c k , maybe t o 

h i s c h ambers , and had a t a l k t o h i m . I d o n ' t 

t h i nk i t was a s c o l d i ng b u t a "one v e t t o 

a n o t h e r " t y p e t a l k , b e c a u s e t h i s y oung man's 

who l e demeanor had c h a n g e d and became 

pos i t i v e . 

A t PVMSEC, t h e m o t t o i s S e r v i n g 

T h o s e Who S e r v e d . H e r e i t was i n a c t i o n i n 

our c i t y g o v e r n m e n t . A l s o , f o r me, 

p e r s o n a l l y, v e t e r a n s c o u r t a l l owed me t h e 

f r e e d o m t o t a k e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r my a c t i ons 

and my own r e c o v e r y . 

L a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n o f t h i s 

e s t e e m e d c o m m i t t e e , t o d a y I 'm n o t o n l y 



v o l u n t e e r i n g i n c o m p u t e r c l a s s es a t PVMSEC, I 

a t t e n d w e e k l y m e e t i n g s o f a g r o u p named 

A d e o d t u s , a s p i r i t u a l s u p p o r t g r o u p f o r 

e x - i n m a t e s . I n t h i s g r o u p , we a r e s t a r t i n g t o 

e x p l o r e p r o g r a m s a b o u t r e s t o r a t i v e j u s t i c e . I 

t o l d them t h a t i f t h e y w a n t e d t o see 

r e s t o r a t i ve j u s t i c e i n a c t i on, v i s i t 

P h i l a d e l p h i a v e t e r a n s c o u r t . 

L a d i es and g e n t l emen, I 'm n o t an 

e d u c a t e d man. I t h i n k o f t h e n i c k n a m e o f o u r 

g r e a t s t a t e , t h e K e y s t o n e S t a t e . I n e v e r 

r e a l l y u n d e r s t o o d t h i s u n t i l my e x p e r i e n c e 

w i t h t h e l a w . To me, t h e t h r e e b r a n c h e s o f 

g o v e r n m e n t -- t h e e x e c u t i v e , l e g i s l a t i v e , and 

j u d i c i a l -- i t i s t h e j u d i c i a l , t h e j u d i c i a r y 

t h a t i s k e y s t o n e . I t i s t h e b r a n c h t h a t makes 

t h e o t h e r s w o r k . 

L a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n , t o d a y I 

mai n t a i n a modest room one b l o c k away f r o m 

I n d e p e n d e n c e H a l l . On t h e c o r n e r o f my b l ock 

i s where Thomas J e f f e r s o n p e n n e d t h e g r e a t e s t 

document t o d a t e . T h i s Sunday, o u r Commander-

i n - C h i e f w i l l h o n o r , i n a f i e l d i n w e s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , men and women who were o u r f i r s t 

c o m b a t a n t s i n o u r o n g o i n g s t r u g g l e f o r 



f r e e d o m . 

May y o u r work h e r e t o d a y c o n t i n u e 

t o b r i ng hope t o v e t e r a n s i n t h e i r p e r s o n a l 

s t r ugg l e s . 

Thank you f o r t h e h o n o r and t h e 

p r i v i l e g e o f a p p e a r i n g b e f o r e you t o d a y . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARRAR: B r i a n , 

t h a n k you f o r b e i n g h e r e . And God b l e s s you 

f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y and y o u r hones t y . And I 

know t h a t was n o t eas y . ( A p p l a u s e.) 

Can I ask you a q u i c k q u e s t i o n ? 

From t h e t i m e you were d i s c h a r g e d f r o m t h e 

Navy t o when you f i r s t g o t i n t r o u b l e , what 

was t h a t t r a i l l i k e ? What was y o u r l i f e l i k e 

c o m i n g t o t h a t p o i n t ? 

MR. COURTNEY: Y e a h . I a l w a y s 

l o o k e d -- i t was a l w a y s a h a r d t i me a d j u s t i n g , 

you know. 

And I d i d n ' t know J u d g e Dugan was 

g o i ng t o be h e r e t o d a y . I'm a l i t t l e b i t 

e m b a r r a s s e d . B u t I c a n remember him s a y i n g 

e a r l y on, l i s t e n i n g t o t h i s man, and s e e i n g 

what was g o i ng on h e r e b e f o r e me, b u t he 

b r o u g h t up t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t what h e ' d l i ke 

t o do f o r a l l t h e v e t e r a n s i s t o g i v e us b a c k 



o u r s e n s e o f p r i d e t h a t we had, you know. And 

t h a t h i t me a l o t , a b o u t t h e s ens e o f s e r v i c e , 

you know. And I had l o s t t h a t . 

I t r y n o t t o l i ve w i t h r e g r e t s 

t o d a y , b u t I know how much I l o v e d b e i n g i n 

t h e mi l i t a r y . I d i d i t e x t e n d e d t i m e s . And 

i t was h a r d t o a d j u s t o u t s i d e . I -- e v e n 

t o d a y , I c o n t i n u e w i t h my s t r u g g l e s , b u t I 

have h o p e . And, e s p e c i a l l y , w i t h v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t , I 'm l o o k i n g t o g e t i n t o t h e m e n t o r i ng 

p r o g r a m i n November, go t h r o u g h t h e t r a i n i ng 

f o r t h a t , t o g i ve b a c k . 

And a l s o , t h r o u g h -- w i t h t h e 

A d e o d t u s , when I s aw t h a t i n c o u r t t h e r e , I 

saw t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a k e i t i n t o o t h e r end 

of t h e c o u r t b e s i d e s t h e v e t e r a n s , and o f t e n 

g uys t h a t a r e j u s t s t r u g g l i ng out t h e r e , you 

know, t h a t a r e n ' t i n t o v i o l e n t c r i m e s j u s t 

w i t h a d d i c t i on o r t h i ngs l i ke t h a t , t h e r e i s 

hope, you know. 

So i t ' s b e e n a t o u g h r o a d . B u t , 

you know, t h r o u g h t h e g r o u p s t h a t I a t t e n d and 

t h e s u p p o r t I g e t , v e t e r a n c o u r t and o t h e r 

t h i ngs -- I w a n t e d t o m e n t i on, a g a i n , t h e 

P h i l a d e l p h i a V e t e r a n s M u l t i - S e r v i ce and 



E d u c a t i o n C e n t e r . 

They have a p r o g r a m t h a t members, 

r i g h t t h e r e , c a l l e d t h e -- I b r o u g h t t h e 

i n f o r m a t i on t o g i v e t o you a l l -- i n c a r c e r a t e d 

v e t e r a n s t r a n s i t i o n p r o g r a m . And t h i s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n i s a w o n d e r f u l t h i n g . I t s t a r t e d 

y e a r s ago i n t h e '80s, you know. A c o u p l e 

v e t e r a n s were down a t t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a -- when 

t h e y were d e d i c a t i ng t h e m e m o r i a l t o V i etnam 

and now t h e y have so many v e t s , and t h e y ' r e i n 

t h e c o u r t s , e v e r y week, a t v e t e r a n s c o u r t , and 

t h e y have p r o g r a m s t h a t h e l p guys o u t . 

So 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: Y o u r 

t r e a t m e n t a t C o a t e s v i l l e was p r e t t y g o o d ? 

MR. COURTNEY: Wel l , I ' l l t e l l 

y o u , I -- M i ss H i c k s , you know, when j u d g e 

r e l eas ed me, M i ss H i c k s was g o i n g t o have me 

go i n t o t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a o u t p a t i e n t p r o g r a m . 

I was on t h e s t r e e t s , and I went t o i t and I 

s a i d, " R e b b e c c a , maybe y o u ' d b e t t e r g e t me up 

t o C o a t e s v i l l e . " 

B u t t h e l a s t t i me I was t h e r e , 

t h e y j u s t s t a r t e d SATU, and t h e f i r s t S ATU, 

and t h e n t h a t ' s 39A, b u t 39B was d u a l 



d i a g n o s i s . And VA b e i n g what i t i s , I s a i d, 

"Now, make s u r e t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g me i n d u a l 

d i a g n o s i s ," you know. And t h e day I g o t up 

t h e r e , t h a t ' s n o t where t h e y had me. And you 

know, my f i r s t t h o u g h t was t o t u r n a r o u n d and 

l e a v e . And I s a i d , "You made a c o m m i t m e n t . 

G i v e i t a t r y . One day a t a t i m e . " 

And t h r o u g h g o i ng t h e r e and t h e n 

c o m i n g b a c k t o P h i l l y and w i t h R e b b e c c a , you 

know, d o i ng o u t p a t i e n t f o r my PTS D a t 

P h i l a d e l p h i a VA, t h i s was an o n g o i n g t h i n g . 

So, y e a h . 

I know t h a t C o a t e s v i l l e does have 

a PTSD dom up t h e r e , you know, so i t ' s g o i ng 

o n . I f o u n d t h a t I'm g e t t i ng e v e r y t h i n g I 

n e e d on an o u t p a t i e n t b a s i s . So r i g h t now 

e v e r y t h i n g ' s g r e a t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: O k a y . 

Thank you f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y . 

I 'm go i ng t o as k t he o t h e r 

c h a i r m a n , does he have any q u e s t i ons ? 

Any o f t h e members , q u e s t i o n s ? 

I want t o t h a n k you f o r b e i ng 

h e r e . I t means a l o t f o r us t o h e a r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y . I t was e x a c t l y what we were 



l oo k i ng f o r , and I t h a n k yo u f o r t h a t . 

MR. COURTNEY: Thank y o u . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: Our n e x t 

t e s t i f i e r i s t h e H o n o r a b l e P a t r i c k F . Dugan, 

j u d g e on t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a M u n i c i p a l C o u r t . 

J u d g e Dugan, w e l c o m e . 

JUDGE DUGAN: Thank y o u . Thank 

you f o r h a v i ng me. 

M r . C h a i r m a n , members , t h i s i s 

awesome t h a t y o u ' r e h a v i ng t h i s h e a r i n g . And 

I p r o b a b l y c o u l d n ' t have s a i d i t any b e t t e r 

t h a n B r i a n j u s t s a i d i t . He k i n d o f l a i d o u t 

what we t r y t o do i n P h i l a d e l p h i a v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t . 

L i t t l e b i t a b o u t my b a c k g r o u n d . I 

have many t i t l e s , and one o f them you j u s t 

s a i d, H o n o r a b l e , b u t t h e t i t l e t h a t I c h e r i s h 

t h e most i s s e r g e a n t . I 'm s t i l l i n t h e 

m i l i t a r y . I 'm a commiss i o n e d o f f i c e r now i n 

t h e JAG C o r p s . B u t I had b e e n i n c i v i l 

a f f a i r s , e n l i s t e d , when I went t o I r a q . I was 

a l s o an e n l i s t e d s e r g e a n t b a c k i n '8 0s w i t h 

t h e 82 A i r b o r n e D i v i s i o n , as an i n f a n t r y m a n . 

So t h e t i t l e s e r g e a n t means more 

t o me t h a n any o t h e r t i t l e . I ' v e a c t u a l l y 



a s k e d my c h i l d r e n t o p l e a s e p u t t h a t on my 

t o m b s t o n e . 

And t h a t ' s what I t r y t o b r i n g 

i n t o t h e c o u r t r o o m , b e c a u s e we b r i n g i n a 

d o c k e t o f v e t e r a n d e f e n d a n t s . These a r e f o l k s 

who now have a l l e g a t i ons o f c r i m i n a l a c t i v i t y 

and a r e b r o u g h t i n f r o n t o f me. And i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , we have o b v i o u s l y a h i gh v o l ume 

of c a s e s . As a m u n i c i p a l c o u r t j u d g e , I 

p r o b a b l y o v e r s e e two h u n d r e d f i f t y t o t h r e e 

h u n d r e d c a s e s a week. S o, i n a y e a r , we're 

t a l k i n g a b o u t e i g h t t h o u s a n d c a s e s . So we 

have t o l e a r n t o do t h i n g s i n a v e r y q u i c k 

manner, t o l ook a t p e o p l e . 

When t h e s e d e f e n d a n t s a r e i n f r o n t 

o f me, e v e r y day I have p e o p l e s l o u c h i n g , 

s l e e p i ng, w a n t i ng t o r e a d t h e i r p a p e r . So a 

b i g s t r u g g l e f o r a j u d g e i s t o g e t c o n t r o l o f 

t h e c o u r t r o o m , when you have f o l k s who a r e 

u s e d t o t h e s y s t e m . 

I n v e t e r a n s c o u r t , when I open up 

and I s t a r t s p e a k i ng t o t h e v e t e r a n 

d e f e n d a n t s , I t a p i n t o t h e i r m i l i t a r y 

b a c k g r o u n d . I r e m i n d them, and I l i ke t o 

r e m i n d e v e r y o n e i n s o c i e t y , t h a t a t some p o i n t 



p r i o r t o t h e s e a l l e g a t i o n s , t h e s e a r e t h e bes t 

t h a t we have i n o u r n a t i o n . Thes e a r e f o l ks 

who have s t e p p e d up, p u t t h e u n i f o r m on, and 

s a i d t o U n i t e d S t a t e s g o v e r n m e n t , "My name i s 

on a b l a n k c h e c k . And i f you want t o c a s h i t , 

c a s h i t . " 

W h e t h e r you s e r v e d i n F e l l u j a h o r 

V i e t n a m o r A f g h a n i s t a n o r K o r e a o r S o u t h 

D a k o t a o r New J e r s ey, i t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r . I f 

you w e r e n ' t c a l l e d t o go o v e r s eas t o f i g h t i n 

a c o n f l i c t , o k a y , you were l u c k y t h a t t h a t 

d i d n ' t o c c u r . You a r e s t i l l h e r e . E v e r y o n e 

t h a t ' s p u t t h e u n i f o r m on, m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , 

has s a i d t o t h e U.S. g o v e r n m e n t , " I 'm w i l l i n g 

t o g i v e my l i f e f o r t h i s n a t i o n . " 

And t h a t ' s what I t a p i n t o t h e s e 

g u y s . I s a y , T h i n k b a c k t o when you g r a d u a t e d 

f r o m b a s i c t r a i n i n g , b o o t camp, o r w h a t e v e r 

s e r v i c e you were i n, and t h e p r i d e t h a t you 

h a d . And t h a t ' s what I t r y t o t a p i n t o . 

And t h e c h a n g e s . I n a l l my o t h e r 

c o u r t r o o m s , i t ' s e x t r e m e l y r a r e t o s ee 

somebody come up and a c t u a l l y s t a n d a t 

a t t e n t i o n o r p a r a d e r e s t , o r s ay " y e s , s i r " o r 

"no, s i r " t o me as a j u d g e . And t h a t 



i n f u r i a t e s ne i n o t h e r r o o m s . I t a b s o l u t e l y 

d o e s . 

B u t t h e s e g u y s , a f t e r t h e y come 

i n t o t h e room, and I e x p l a i n t o them what 

we're t h e r e f o r , t h e a t t i t u d e c h a n g e s . I t ' s 

a m a z i n g t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 

So t h a t ' s what I s ee goes on i n 

what we c a l l v e t e r a n s c o u r t . 

And t h e q u e s t i o n a b o u t t h e 

d o c k e t s , I a g r e e . I t c a n be -- i t r e a l l y i s 

t r u l y a d o c k e t o f j u s t g r a b b i n g t h e s e f o l k s 

who have m i l i t a r y b a c k g r o u n d and p u t t i n g them 

on t h e same d o c k e t so t h a t we c a n t h e n 

s t r e a m l i n e w h a t e v e r t h e outcome o f t h e ca s e 

i s . 

We have t h e VA i n t h e r o o m . I n no 

o t h e r c r i m i n a l c o u r t r o o m do I have s e r v i c e s i n 

my r o o m . B u t I have t h e VA i n t h e r o o m . So 

i f t h e g u y ' s g o i n g t o g e t s ome t y p e o f 

s e r v i c e s , some k i n d o f d r u g t r e a t m e n t , r i g h t 

t h e r e i n t h e room i s M i s s H i c k s o r C y n t h i a . 

T h e y ' r e r i g h t t h e r e . They make t h e 

c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h p e o p l e l i k e B r i a n r i g h t 

a way. I t ' s n o t t h r e e weeks l a t e r . I t ' s n o t a 

month l a t e r , make an a p p o i n t m e n t where i t ' s 



somebody t h e y d o n ' t know. The f o l k s f r o m t h e 

VA g e t t o know t h e v e t e r a n d e f e n d a n t s , and 

t h e y g e t t o know them on a p e r s o n a l bas i s . 

T h a t i s t h e b i g k e y f o r me. 

The v e t e r a n d e f e n d a n t t h a t comes 

i n t h e room, when he g e t s i n t h e p r o g r a m a t 

t h e VA, t h a t ' s t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t who's 

p i c k i n g up t h e t a b now. I t ' s n o t t h e c o u n t y . 

I t ' s n o t t h e c o m m o n w e a l t h . I t ' s n o t t h e c i t y . 

I t ' s t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t . And i t ' s n o t a 

h a n d o u t . I t ' s b e n e f i t s e a r n e d . T h e y ' v e 

a l r e a d y e a r n e d t h e m . 

I s ee d e f e n d a n t s who come i n my 

c o u r t r o o m more who a r e r e c e n t -- who r e c e n t l y 

r e t u r n e d f r o m I r a q o r A f g h a n i s t a n and t h e y ' r e 

l o s t . They have t h e a r r e s t . "What a r e you 

d o i ng w i t h y o u r l i f e ? " No j o b . "You g o i n g t o 

s c h o o l ? " 

"No. Why?" 

" B e c a u s e you have VA e d u c a t i o n a l 

b e n e f i t s t h a t w i l l pay you $1700 a month t o go 

t o c o l l e g e f u l l t i me. The l i g h t goes o f f . 

Some o f them d o n ' t know i t . S o t h e y g e t 

c o n n e c t e d t h r o u g h t h e VA w i t h e d u c a t i o n 

b e n e f i t s . S o j u s t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y come i n 



my room, w h e t h e r t h e outcome i s g u i l t y o r 

p r o b a t i o n o r an ARD o r s ome o t h e r t y p e o f 

d i v e r s i o n , w h a t e v e r o c c u r s , t h a t v e t e r a n has 

b e e n c o n n e c t e d t o t h e b e n e f i t s t h a t he's 

e a r n e d , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e o u t c o m e . And t h a t ' s 

n o t h a p p e n i n g a n y where e l s e i n t h e s y s t e m . Or 

i t ' s a v e r y p r o a c t i v e j u d g e who's g e t t i ng t h a t 

t o h a p p e n , b u t I ' l l t e l l you t h a t most j u d g e s 

w i l l s ay t h a t i t ' s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o d e a l w i t h 

t h e VA. I t t r u l y i s . 

We've c u t t h e r e d t a p e and 

b u r e a u c r a c y o u t . T h e y ' r e now i n o u r room and 

t h e y ' r e a s s i s t i ng u s . I'm n o t s a y i n g t h e y 

were e v e r h u r t i ng a n y b o d y , b u t i t ' s j u s t a 

huge b u r e a u c r a c y . 

The f o l k s t h a t B r i an m e n t i o n e d , 

M u l t i - S e r v i c e C e n t e r , t h e s e a r e a l l t h e 

p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i ons t h a t come i n t o my -¬

t h e y ' r e i n my c o u r t r o o m e v e r y week. They a r e 

t h e r e t o a s s i s t t h e v e t e r a n s . 

Some f o l k s a r e n o t e l i g i b l e f o r 

t h e VA, w h e t h e r i t ' s d i s c h a r g e , w h e t h e r 

i t ' s -- t h e y s e r v e d i n t h e r e s e r v e s , b u t t h e y 

d i d n ' t go o v e r s eas t e n y e a r s a g o . P r i o r t o 

t h e c u r r e n t c o n f l i c t , r e s e r v i s t s a r e n ' t 



e l i g i b l e f o r t h e v e t e r a n s t o u s e t h e V e t e r a n s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i on f a c i l i t i e s , e t c e t e r a . So 

t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n c a t e g o r i e s . 

We s t i l l t a k e them i n t o v e t c o u r t 

and we f i nd them o t h e r p r o g r a m s . And one o f 

them i s t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f B e h a v i o r a l H e a l t h . 

They s t e p up and t h e y t a k e o u r n o n - e l i g i b l e 

v e t e r a n s , n o n - e l i g i b l e VA v e t e r a n s , and as s i s t 

them i n a p r o g r a m . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i ng, 

t h e y ' r e d r u g o r a l c o h o l o r an a n g e r management 

t y p e c ase . 

The — and I a p o l o g i z e , I d i d n ' t 

have a n y t h i n g p r e p a r e d . I was a c t u a l l y on 

v a c a t i on, and t o d a y I was s c h e d u l ed t o be i n 

t h e h o m i c i d e room, so I d i d n ' t know I was 

g o i ng t o be h e r e . B u t when my p r e s i d e n t j u d g e 

g o t word, she s a i d , " No, go o u t . " So, i f you 

a l l ow me, I w i l l s end you s ome m o r e - p r e p a r e d 

s t a t e m e n t s . 

B u t , t h e -- t h e s e f o l k s -- t h e s e 

o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t come and h e l p us have 

b e e n f a n t a s t i c . The m e n t o r s , v o l u n t e e r s . 

V o l u n t e e r s a r e g r e a t . 

One o f t h e t h i n g s I w a n t e d t o a s k 

f o r was, Yes , I w o u l d l o v e f u n d i n g t o p ay some 



m e n t o r s . A n d , o b v i o u s l y , i t w o u l d be b e s t i f 

t h e y ' r e v e t e r a n s , b e c a u s e i t ' s t h e v e t e r a n s 

c o n n e c t i o n , t h a t ' s what w o r k s i n v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t . The v e t e r a n l i n g o , i t ' s t h a t you 

u n d e r s t a n d e a c h o t h e r . You b o t h s e r v e d . 

Y ou've b e e n t h e r e , y o u ' v e done t h a t . And now, 

t h e v e t e r a n d e f e n d a n t w i l l open up more t o a 

v e t e r a n t h a n he w i l l a n o n - v e t e r a n . I t ' s i n 

any w a l k o f l i f e . I f y o u ' r e a d e n t i s t , y o u ' r e 

g o i ng t o s i t a r o u n d and t a l k a b o u t what 

ha p p e n s a t a d e n t i s t o f f i c e . I t ' s t h e same 

t h i n g . 

As a f ormer p a r a t r o o p e r , I c a n 

t a l k t o guys who s e r v e d i n t h e A r m y . I t ' s 

j u s t -- i t ' s common s ens e . And m e n t o r s a r e 

f a n t a s t i c w i t h t h a t . They come i n and h e l p us 

o u t . 

I t w o u l d be awesome i f I had s ome 

f u n d i n g t h a t I c o u l d have a c o u p l e o f guys g e t 

p a i d , t h a t I c o u l d have them f u l l t i me down 

t h e r e , as oppos ed t o v o l u n t e e r s who --

s o m e t i mes i t ' s d i f f i c u l t f o r them t o come t o 

c o u r t a l l t h e t i m e . A g a i n , i t ' s v o l u n t e e r . 

How much t i m e c a n t h e y g i v e us ? T h e r e ' s o n l y 

a few p e o p l e t h a t c a n g i ve i t a l l t h e t i m e . 



So I w o u l d l ove t o have money f o r -- f o r 

v e t e r a n m e n t o r s . 

We're j u s t -- we're j u s t s t a r t i n g 

t o g e t a d e d i c a t e d p r o b a t i o n o f f i c e r , w h i c h 

w i l l c e r t a i n l y h e l p us a l o t . 

The -- I c a n ' t s a y enough a b o u t 

t h e VA s t a f f . M i s s H i c k s and C y n t h i a , what 

t h e y do i s amaz i n g , b u t t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g 

o v e r w h e l m e d . 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , I b e l i e v e , s e r v e s 

some o t h e r c o u n t i e s , and we're g e t t i ng t o t h e 

p o i n t where -- we have o v e r , maybe, two 

h u n d r e d f i f t y a c t i ve c a s es r i g h t now, s o 

p r e t t y much t h e young l a d i e s f r o m t h e VA have 

two h u n d r e d c a s es t h a t t h e y have t o h a n d l e 

j u s t f r o m my c o u r t r o o m a l o n e , p l u s t h e i r o t h e r 

j o b s t h a t t h e y have o u t t h e r e . So t h e y ' r e 

g e t t i n g o v e r w h e l m e d . 

And I see i t g e t t i ng more and 

m o r e , b e c a u s e as t h i s g e t s k n o w n , t h e r e ' s more 

a t t o r n e y s who a r e s a y i n g , " H e y , I have a 

d e f e n d a n t who s e r v e d . Can we g e t h i m i n y o u r 

c o u r t r o o m? " 

The d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y , i n 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h e v i o l e n c e q u e s t i o n , w h i l e we 



a r e n o t o u t t h e r e s e e k i n g t h e c r i mes t h a t a r e 

v i o l e n t , t h e y c a n come i n t o o u r c o u r t r o o m , b u t 

t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y w i l l t a l k t o t h e v i c t i m , 

g e t t h e v i c t i m ' s i n p u t b e f o r e t h e y come i n and 

s a y , " O k a y . J u d g e , we want t h e c a s e i n t h a t 

room." 

So met i mes we w i l l have a 

c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h t h e v i c t i m o f f t o t h e s i de 

s a y i n g , Thes e a r e t h i ngs t h a t we c a n d o . And 

g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e f o l k s w i l l come 

a r o u n d . And i f t h e r e a r e i s s u e s t h a t come u p , 

t h e n we w i l l move t h a t d e f e n d a n t o ut o f 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n t o a r e g u l a r d o c k e t , i f t h e r e 

becomes a l o t o f i s s u e s w i t h i t . 

The supreme c o u r t , I mean, I know 

t h a t t h e y were b r o u g h t u p , b u t C h i e f J u s t i ce 

Ron C a s t i l l e , as e v e r y o n e k n o w s , i s a M a r i ne 

C o r p s v e t e r a n who l o s t a l i mb i n V i e t n a m . 

J u s t i c e M c C a f f e r y s e r v e d d e c a d e s i n t h e 

m i l i t a r y . T h e y ' v e j u s t b e e n o u t s t a n d i n g . 

T h e y ' v e b e e n p u s h i ng f r o m t h e t o p down, and I 

l o v e i t b e c a u s e we're g e t t i ng as much s u p p o r t 

as we pos s i b l y c a n t o c o n t i nue t h e v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t . 

The c o u n t i e s t h a t a r e now a d d i ng 



i t , t h e y ' v e come i n t o o u r c o u r t r o o m . T h e y ' r e 

p i c k i n g up s ome t h i n g s t h a t we're d o i n g . 

J u d g e Rus s e l l , f r o m B u f f a l o , came 

down, was o u t s t a n d i n g w i t h some o f t h e p o i n t s 

t h a t he gave us , h i s g u i d e l i n e . Somehow we 

had a c t u a l l y a d o p t e d many o f t h e t h i ngs t h a t 

he had a l r e a d y had o u t t h e r e , so we f e e l we're 

s t i l l g o i ng i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . 

We s t i l l h ave a l o t o f k i n k s t o 

work o u t . We've bee n g o i n g s e v e n t e e n m o n t h s , 

a n d , a g a i n , we've had w e l l o v e r t h r e e h u n d r e d 

f i f t y c a s es t h a t we've a c t u a l l y d o n e . We've 

had a h u n d r e d and t h r e e g r a d u a t e s . We have 

a n o t h e r t w e n t y - f o u r t h a t a r e s l a t e d t o 

g r a d u a t e i n N o v e m b e r . 

I f you want t o s e e , i f y o u ' r e on 

t h a t -- on t h a t l i ne w h e t h e r o r n o t v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t s s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o be an e p i d e m i c , t h e n 

I ' d i n v i t e you t o come t o o u r g r a d u a t i o n , t h e 

day b e f o r e V e t e r a n s D a y , November 10 t h , a t 

10:00 a.m., i n t h e C r i m i n a l J u s t i ce C e n t e r , 

and you w i l l s ee why, when I was l i s t e n i n g t o 

B r i a n , I t e a r e d u p , and why I t e a r up a t a 

g r a d u a t i o n , b e c a u s e o f s omebody s t a n d i n g up 

and s a y i n g , " J u d g e , I g o t i n t r o u b l e . I came 



t o c o u r t w i t h an a t t i t u d e . And t h e n you 

h o o k e d me up w i t h my VA b e n e f i t s , and, w h i l e 

I 'm s t i l l on p r o b a t i o n , and I s t i l l have t o 

come t o y o u r c o u r t , I s t i l l have t o u r i n a t e i n 

a b o t t l e , b u t I 'm now g o i n g t o Templ e . And 

I'm g e t t i n g $1700 a month." 

And when t h e r e ' s f o l k s l i k e t h a t 

a r e s t a n d i n g t h e r e s a y i n g how much you c h a n g e d 

t h e i r l i f e , I d o n ' t g e t t o h e a r t h a t a l o t , s o 

i t ' s s o m e t h i ng t h a t I c e r t a i n l y a d v o c a t e and 

hope t h a t , you know, we c a n c o n t i nue t o p u s h 

t h i s t h r o u g h o u t t h e commonweal t h . 

Any q u e s t i o n s ? 

And I a p p r e c i a t e you f o r l e t t i ng 

me come o u t and s p e a k . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Q u e s t i o n s f r o m 

t h e members? 

JUDGE DUGAN: You know what I'm 

s o r r y -- t h e r e ' s one o t h e r s t a t i s t i c t h a t -- I 

had t o as k one o f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s t o g i ve 

me some s t a t i s t i c s a b o u t t h e c o u r t . 

Of t h e c a s e s t h a t go t o t h e V A, 

s h e ' s t e l l i n g me 91 p e r c e n t have e i t h e r m e n t a l 

h e a l t h , s ubs t a n c e a b u s e , o r d u a l d i a g n o s i s 

i s s ues . N i n e t y - o n e p e r c e n t o f t h e f o l k s t h a t 



a r e g o i n g t o t h e VA f r o m my c o u r t r o o m have 

t h o s e i s s ues . 

F o r t y p e r c e n t o f o u r d e f e n d a n t s 

a r e combat v e t e r a n s . Of t h o s e , 44 p e r c e n t a r e 

V i e t n a m v e t e r a n s , 31 a r e t h e more r e c e n t 

c o n f l i c t s ; P e r s i a n G u l f , 18; K o r e a , 2 p e r c e n t . 

And I w i l l t e l l you t h a t I 

d e f i n i t e l y l ook a t a v e t e r a n d i f f e r e n t l y, b u t 

I e x p e c t more o u t o f h i m . I am more l i k e l y 

t o -- t o k i c k them o u t o f t h e p r o g r a m o r t o do 

s o m e t h i n g e l se t o them b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e a 

v e t e r a n , b e c a u s e I know t h e y have i t i n t h e m . 

I know t h e y c a n s t a n d up and do more t h a n a 

t y p i c a l d e f e n d a n t t h a t I h a v e . 

And, a g a i n, I t h a n k you f o r h a v i n g 

me h e r e t h i s m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

H a c k e t t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: Thank 

y o u , C h a i r m a n . 

S e r g e a n t , t h a n k you f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y h e r e t o d a y . 

J u s t have one q u e s t i o n , and k i nd 

of o p e n - e n d e d . Do you s ee t h e v e t e r a n s c o u r t 

d o c k e t and i t s s u c c e s s h e l p i n g t o s t e e r maybe 



o t h e r c o u r t d o c k e t s down t h e r o a d ? 

JUDGE DUGAN: I f what I -- i f I -¬

and I 'm n o t s u r e i f t h i s i s what y o u ' r e as k i n g 

me -- i f I had a -- i f I had a m e n t o r s h i p 

p r o g r a m i n e v e r y c r i m i n a l c o u r t r o o m , i f you 

gave me a -- l e t ' s s a y , an I r i s h A m e r i c a n mal e 

i n my d o c k e t when I have I r i s h A m e r i c a n m a l e s 

as my d e f e n d a n t , and t h e y c a n r e l a t e t o t h a t 

y oung man t h a t ' s i n f r o n t o f me, I t h i n k t h a t 

w o u l d be a s u p e r s u c c e s s . I t w o u l d d e f i n i t e l y 

h e l p t h e r e c i d i v i s m go down, b e c a u s e many o f 

t h e d e f e n d a n t s c o m i n g i n a r e l a c k i n g 

d i r e c t i o n , l a c k i n g somebody s t e e r i n g t h e m . 

I f we c o u l d l i n k them -- l i nk t h e 

t y p i c a l d e f e n d a n t up w i t h a m e n t o r who c a n 

show you how t o go b a c k t o s c h o o l t o g e t y o u r 

GED -- now p r o b a t i on o f f i c e r s , t h e y ' r e 

o v e r w h e l m e d . They r e a l l y a r e . And I know 

i t ' s s e t up t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be t r y i ng t o do 

t h a t and t h e y do, b u t t h e y ' r e s t i l l t h e man, 

t h e y ' r e s t i l l t h e l a w . I f we c a n have a 

f r i end o r a m e n t o r t h a t i s l i k e t h e t y p i c a l 

d e f e n d a n t t h a t comes i n my c o u r t r o o m , I t h i n k 

we w o u l d have f a n t a s t i c s u c c e s s i n t e r m s o f 

r e c i d i v i s m. 



And I 'm n o t s u r e i f t h a t ' s --

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: So, i n 

y o u r o p i n i o n , t h e m e n t o r s h i p i s t h e bas i c 

s u c c e s s . 

JUDGE DUGAN: The m e n t o r s h i p, 

yes . The m e n t o r s h i p and t h e s e r v i c e s i n t h e 

r o o m . 

Same t h i n g , t y p i c a l c a s e o f some 

k i n d o f d r u g p o s s e s s i on c a s e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

and you a r e on p r o b a t i o n . You know, you p l e a d 

o r w h a t e v e r i t i s . You g e t p r o b a t i o n . And 

g e t t i n g t h r o u g h -- you have t o go t o a d r u g 

p r o g r a m . So, a l l r i g h t , s i gn up f o r a d r u g 

p r o g r a m . Y o u ' r e g o i n g t o go t o G a u d e n z i a 

House o r w h i c h e v e r o t h e r p r o g r a m t h e r e i s . 

T h e y ' r e n o t i n t h e room w i t h me. T h e y ' r e 

s e t t i n g i t up t h r o u g h p r o b a t i o n t h r o u g h t h e i r 

a t t o r n e y . S o t h a t ' s t h r e e weeks l a t e r . 

I d o n ' t s ay, " H e r e ' s t h e s o c i a l 

w o r k e r r i g h t h e r e now. L i n k up w i t h t h a t 

p e r s o n . " Or, " H e r e ' s t h e m e n t o r . " I f t h e y 

were i n my room, i t w o u l d go much s m o o t h e r , I 

b e l i e v e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: Thank 

y o u , S e r g e a n t . Thank you f o r y o u r s e r v i c e . 



JUDGE DUGAN: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

B a r b i n . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARBIN: Thank y o u , 

S e r g e a n t . 

The p r o g r a m t h a t you have i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , i t s ounds l i k e i t w o r k s b e c a u s e 

y o u ' v e g o t t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t , a t l eas t -¬

f o r t h e p e o p l e t h a t a r e c o m i n g o u t , we know 

t h a t t h e r e ' s t h r e e h u n d r e d some t h o u s a n d 

p e o p l e i n I r a q and A f g h a n i s t a n t h a t a r e g o i n g 

t o have s ome p r o b l ems w i t h PTS D o r t r a u m a t i c 

b r a i n i n j u r y , and t h o s e p e o p l e c a n end up 

b e i ng t h e ones t h a t have d r u g a d d i c t i o n 

p r o b l e m s and b r i n g them i n t o t h e c o u r t . 

What I 'm w o n d e r i n g a b o u t i s , I ' ve 

h e a r d i n t h e p a s t t h a t t h e d r u g c o u r t m o d e l i s 

t h e t y p e o f model t h a t we're u s i n g i n v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t , where you b a s i c a l l y s us p e n d w h a t e v e r 

t h e c h a r g e s a r e on t h e i dea t h a t you meet 

w h a t e v e r t h e p r o g r a m i s t h a t y o u r m e n t o r o r 

t h e VA come up w i t h . And a t t h e end o f t h e 

p r o c e s s, t h e c h a r g e s d o n ' t hang l i k e a s t i gma 

t o k eep t h e v e t e r a n f r o m g e t t i ng a j o b . 

What hap p e n s i n y o u r p r o g r a m t o make 



s u r e t h a t a p e r s o n wh o d oes ma ke i t t o 

November 1 0 t h and g r a d u a t e s d o e s n ' t have t h e 

s t i gma p r o b l em k e e p i n g h i m f r o m g e t t i n g t h e 

n e x t j o b ? 

JUDGE DUGAN: W e l l , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

some o f them s t i l l have t h e s t i g m a . Some o f 

them do, bas ed on t h e i r r e c o r d o r t h e n a t u r e 

o f t h e c r i m e , t h e y w i l l a c t u a l l y p l e a d 

g u i l t y . I f t h e y want a t r i a l , t h e t r i a l won't 

be i n f r o n t o f me. T h e y ' l l j u s t go on t h e 

r e g u l a r d o c k e t . B u t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e a r e 

some t h a t -- i t ' s bas ed -- a g a i n , b a s e d on t h e 

n a t u r e o f t h e h i s t o r y t h a t t h e r e ' s n o t many 

o p t i o n s , and t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y and 

s o m e t i mes m y s e l f won't go a l o n g w i t h j u s t 

a l l o wi ng somebody t o come i n . 

Ev e n t h o s e who we t u r n away, we 

s t i l l c o n n e c t them w i t h t h e VA o r t h e M u l t i -

S e r v i c e C e n t e r o r t h e ot h e r p r o g r ams , s o we 

s t i l l , b e f o r e we, a g a i n , s e n d them down t h e 

h a l l o r s omewhere e l s e, we make s u r e t h a t we 

c o n n e c t t h e s e v e t e r a n d e f e n d a n t s w i t h s ome 

t y p e o f s e r v i c e s . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: What I am 

a s k i n g , t h o u g h , i s more s p e c i f i c . T h e r e a r e 



some t h a t a r e g o i n g t o come i n t o y o u r p r o g r a m 

and y o u ' r e g o i n g t o n o t s e n t e n c e them t o 

p r o b a t i o n , t o h o l d i t o p e n . 

JUDGE DUGAN: S u r e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: W i t h t h o s e 

p e o p l e , i s expungement a p o s s i b i l i t y ? 

JUDGE DUGAN: Oh, yes . 

Abs o l u t e l y . A b s o l u t e l y . Y e s . Expungement i s 

d e f i n i t e l y -- and t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y -- t h e 

d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a i s on 

b o a r d . The g e n t l e m a n who h a n d l e s t h e c a s e s 

f o r t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y i s a c t u a l l y a M a r i n e 

C o r p s v e t e r a n . The p u b l i c d e f e n d e r i s n o t . 

So, you know, s l o t t i n g v e t e r a n s i n t h e s e 

pos i t i ons i s a good i d e a . B u t i t ' s n o t -¬

i t ' s n o t m a n d a t o r y . 

The p e r s o n t h a t , you know, I want 

t o f o l low i s J u d g e R u s s e l l . And J u d g e Rus s e l l 

w o u l d be t h e f i r s t p e r s o n , f r o m B u f f a l o , who 

has n o t s e r v e d i n t h e mi l i t a r y , b u t h i s r i g h t -

hand man i s a p e r s on who's i n c h a r g e o f t h e 

m e n t o r s , and he's an 82nd A i r b o r n e v e t e r a n . 

So he's a b l e t o p u l l t h e j u d g e t o t h e s i d e and 

s a y , Hey, t h i s g u y ' s -- he's r e a l o r he's 

n o t . So i t h e l p s . 



REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: C o u n s e l Boop. 

MR. BOOP: J u d g e , as a muni c i p a l 

j u d g e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , do you have 

j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e e n t i r e c o u n t y o r i s i t 

j u s t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r a r e a ? 

JUDGE DUGAN: Have j u r i s d i c t i o n 

o v e r t h e e n t i r e c o u n t y . Those o f us who a r e 

i n -- b e c a u s e I ' v e done d r u g t r e a t m e n t and 

m e n t a l h e a l t h , I'm c e r t i f i e d t o be CP j u d g e . 

But i n t e r m s o f j u r i s d i c t i o n , t h e m u n i c i p a l 

c o u r t i s e n t i r e P h i l a d e l p h i a . B a s i c a l l y, i n 

m u n i c i p a l c o u r t , we do a l l t h e t r i a l s f o r 

mis d e m e a n o r s . And we do e v e r y p r e l i m, f e l ony, 

e t c e t e r a . 

And b e c a u s e I'm c e r t i f i e d t o t a k e 

f e l o n i es b e c a u s e I have done t h e s e o t h e r 

c o u r t s -- t h e r e ' s a few o f us t h a t a r e 

c e r t i f i e d as CP -- we c a n t a k e t h e f e l o n i e s 

and d i s p o s e o f them i n v e t e r a n s c o u r t . I 'm 

h o p i n g t h a t we c a n a c t u a l l y s t a r t g e t t i ng more 

f e l o n i es i n t o muni c i p a l -- i n t o t h e v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t . 

MR. BOOP: The r e a s o n I'm a s k i ng 

i s b e c a u s e s ome o f t h e c o u n t i e s t h a t a r e 



t r y i n g t o work on a m o d e l where t h e y d e a l w i t h 

i t a t t h e ma g i s t e r i a l d i s t r i c t j u s t i c e l e v e l 

and t r y t o g e t s e r v i c e s i n i t i a t e d a t t h a t 

l e v e l and have r u n i n t o j u r i s d i c t i o n a l i s s ues 

where t h e y have c a s e s f r o m a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t y 

t h a t t h e y have t o have t h e d e f e n d a n t s w a i v e 

t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n i s s u e s , and we h e a r d a b o u t 

t h a t . T h a t ' s why I'm a s k i n g . 

JUDGE DUGAN: Y e a h . And, no, 

we're good t h r o u g h o u t t h e c i t y . 

MR. BOOP: Thank y o u . 

JUDGE DUGAN: I 'm s o r r y . I n t e r m s 

o f -- I know one o f i s s u e s a r e , t h e c o u n t i e s , 

t h e s i z e and w h a t n o t , I d o n ' t know i f t h e 

commonwealth w o u l d e v e r do r e g i o n a l , b u t 

p e r h a p s t h e r e ' s some a s s e t s c a n be s h a r e d i n 

c e r t a i n c o u n t i e s where t h e y c o u l d g r o u p 

t o g e t h e r i f t h e y w a n t e d t o r u n a d o c k e t l i ke 

t h i s . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Thank you v e r y 

much, J u d g e , S a r g e . Wel l done, w e l l s a i d . 

Thank y o u , on b e h a l f o f t h e v e t e r a n s , f o r y o u r 

pas s i o n f o r o u r v e t e r a n s . We n e e d t o have a 

number o f s e r g e a n t s a r o u n d t h e commonwealth 

l i k e y o u , r e p r e s e n t i n g o u r v e t e r a n s . 



S o we t h a n k you v e r y much. We 

w o u l d c e r t a i n l y welcome y o u r p r e p a r e d 

s t a t e m e n t as w e l l , so i f you want t o s e n d 

t h a t . 

JUDGE DUGAN: O k a y . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Once, a g a i n 

t h a n k you f o r y o u r comments . A p p r e c i a t e y o u r 

b e i ng h e r e t o d a y . 

JUDGE DUGAN: Thank you f o r h a v i n g 

me, and t h a n k you f o r d o i n g what y o u ' r e d o i n g 

h e r e t o d a y . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: The f o u r t h 

spe ake r o n o u r age nda he r e t o d ay i s W i l l i a m J . 

F u r b e r , J u n i o r , j u d g e , Montgomery C o u n t y C o u r t 

o f Common P l eas . 

JUDGE FURBER: Good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Good m o r n i n g , 

J u d g e . 

JUDGE FURBER: L a d i e s and 

g e n t l e m e n , good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: You may p r o c e e d 

when y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

JUDGE FURBER: Thank you v e r y 

much . 

I 'm J u d g e Wi l l i am F u r b e r o f t h e 



C o u r t o f Common P l eas o f Montgomery C o u n t y . 

And I ' d l i k e t o b e g i n by o f f e r i n g my s i n c e r e 

t h a n k s f o r y o u r h a v i n g i n v i t e d me t o come. 

I a l s o w o u l d l i ke t o e x p r e s s my 

a p p r e c i a t i o n t o t h o s e s p e a k e r s t h a t p r e c e d e d 

me, b e c a u s e i t n e v e r c e a s e s t o amaze me t h a t 

a l t h o u g h o u r v e t e r a n s C o u r t i n Montgomery 

C o u n t y i s r e l a t i v e l y new, when I had been 

a s k e d t o a t t e n d f u n c t i o n s t h a t i n v o l ve 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t s and I l i s t e n e d t o t h o s e t h a t 

have t e s t i f i ed, s u c h as J u d g e Dugan and t h e 

g e n t l e m a n t h a t p r e c e d e d h i m j u s t a p e r f e c t 

e x a m p l e o f what c a n happen when t h e s e v e t e r a n 

c o u r t s a r e s u c c e s s f u l -- and t h e n o u r 

as s o c i a t i on r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n t h e c o u n t y , I 

a l w a y s l e a r n s o m e t h i n g . 

A l i t t l e b i t a b o u t me. I ' v e been 

on t h e Montgomery C o u n t y C o u r t o f Common P l e a s 

f o r e i g h t e e n y e a r s . I have s p e n t most o f my 

t i m e -- n o t a l l , I 've b e e n i n o t h e r pos i t i ons , 

b u t most o f my t i m e i n t h e c o u r t r o o m , i n t h e 

c o u r t s . P r i o r t o t h a t , I was a s s i s t a n t 

d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y f o r t h r e e o r f o u r y e a r s . S o 

I ' d l i ke t o t h i nk t h a t I do have e x p e r i e n c e 

w i t h o u r c r i m i n a l s y s t e m . 



I n 1969, I v o l u n t e e r e d and e n t e r e d 

t h e M a r i n e C o r p s i n t h e m i d s t o f my c o l l e g e . 

And I s e r v e d i n t h e m i l i t a r y u n t i l 1975. So I 

su p p o s e you m i g h t s a y t h a t I have t h a t u n i que 

e x p e r i e n c e o f h a v i ng be e n a s i t t i ng j udge i n 

t h e c r i m i n a l d i v i s i o n and a l s o h a v i n g s e r v e d 

i n o u r mi l i t a r y , s o t h a t I t h i nk I have some 

f e e l f o r what t h e l a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n who a r e 

s e e k i n g e n t r a n c e i n t o t h e v e t e r a n s c o u r t a r e 

e x p e r i e n c i n g . 

I m e n t i o n t h e f a c t t h a t I ' v e had 

e x p e r i e n c e i n c r i m i n a l c o u r t b e c a u s e I t h i nk 

i t n e eds t o be a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r t h a t -- and 

I ' l l e x p l a i n o u r m o d e l i n a moment, I t h i n k 

t h e m odel t h a t we have w o u l d be h e l p f u l . B u t 

I ' d l i ke t o make i t a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r f r o m t h e 

o u t s e t t h a t when o u r team i n Montgomery C o u n t y 

c o n s i d e r s an i n d i v i d u a l f o r e n t r y i n t o 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t -- p l e a s e u n d e r s t a n d t h a t e v e r y 

v e t e r a n who has , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , gone as t r a y i s 

n o t a d m i t t e d f o r a v a r i e t y o f d i f f e r e n t 

r e a s o n s . So, i t ' s n o t an a u t o m a t i c , i f you 

w i l l , a c c e p t a n c e i n t h e v e t e r a n c o u r t . 

U l t i m a t e l y, when a p e r s o n i s 

a d m i t t e d i n t o v e t e r a n s c o u r t and we a d m i t them 



i n t o t h e p r o g r a m , I make i t a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r 

t o them, as I d i d when I was i n t h e s e r v i c e -¬

and t h e y u n d e r s t a n d t h i s -- t h i s i s no f r e e 

l u n c h . We a r e o f f e r i ng you t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

t u r n y o u r l i f e a r o u n d and be s u c c e s s f u l , l aw 

a b i d i n g , c o n t r i b u t i n g members t o o u r s o c i e t y . 

T he y ha ve be e n s c r e e ne d . We t h i nk 

t h a t t h e p e r s o n s t h a t we a d m i t have t h e b e s t 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o be s u c c e s s f u l , b u t I h o l d t h e i r 

f e e t t o t h e f i r e . 

L e t me b a c k up f o r a moment, 

b e f o r e I g e t i n t o t h e a c t u a l m o d e l -- w h i c h I 

hope, i n some ways , w i l l h e l p y o u . P l e a s e 

u n d e r s t a n d s o m e t h i n g . J u d g e Dugan p r e c e d e d me 

by a t l e a s t a y e a r . He's t h e v e t e r a n o f t h e 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t s , j u s t as Seamus M c C a f f e r y , who 

a l s o has r e c e n t l y a r r i v e d , has b e e n v e r y , v e r y 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i n h a v i n g o u r c o u r t i n Montgomery 

C o u n t y up and r u n n i n g . So I owe a d e b t o f 

g r a t i t u d e t o b o t h o f t h e m . 

I w i s h t h a t I had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o v i s i t w i t h J u d g e R o b e r t Rus s e l l i n 

B u f f a l o. I h a v e n ' t y e t had t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y , 

b u t I i n t e n d t o do t h a t . 

And l e t me d i g r e s s f o r a moment. 



The wounds o f war a r e n o t a l w a y s v i s i b l e . The 

A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r i s t r a i ned t o d e a l , on a 

d a i l y b a s i s , w i t h enemy g u n f i r e , h a r s h w e a t h e r 

c o n d i t i o n s , and t h e g r i m r e a l i t y o f d e a t h . 

I r o n i c a l l y, t h o u g h , t h e mos t d i f f i c u l t t a s k a 

s o l d i e r w i l l e v e r e n c o u n t e r i s s i mpl y 

r e t u r n i n g home t o a r e g u l a r l i f e . 

I n t o d a y ' s w o r l d, t h e A m e r i c a n 

m i l i t a r y i s c o m p r i s e d o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h r e e 

m i l l i o n p e o p l e , s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d o f whom a r e 

l e g a l p r o f e s s i o n a l s . The t o u g h r e - a c c l a m a t i o n 

t o home l i f e f r o m l i f e on t h e b a t t l e f i e l d o r 

l i f e w i t h i n t h e mi l i t a r y , n o t j u s t on t h e 

b a t t l e f i e l d , c a n be a m a j o r s t r a i n on t h e 

f a m i l y , f r i e n d s , and c o - w o r k e r s o f t h e 

r e t u r n i n g v e t s . 

Those who a r e p a r t o f t h e l i f e o f 

t h e r e t u r n i n g v e t e r a n s have t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

i s s ues t h e i r f a t h e r s , s i s t e r s , f r i e n d s , o r 

c o l l e a g u e s c o u l d be f a c i n g . P e o p l e have t o be 

a b l e t o i d e n t i f y t h e p r o b l e m s a v e t e r a n may be 

f a c i n g b e f o r e t h o s e p r o b l e m s r e a c h a c r i s i s 

p o i n t . Many s u c h p r o b l e m s a w a i t a v e t e r a n 

when he o r s he l e a v e s t h e b a t t l e f i e l d and 

r e t u r n s home. 



I m e n t i o n e d a moment ago t h a t we 

a r e a r e l a t i v e l y new v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n 

Montgomery C o u n t y . I 've r e a l l y l e a r n e d a l o t 

by l i s t e n i n g t o o t h e r s , w a t c h i ng o t h e r s . And, 

o f c o u r s e , I t r y t o empl oy my own s t y l e . 

I h a p p e n t o l i k e p e o p l e . And I 

happen t o have a huge a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h o s e 

men and women who s e r v e d o u r c o u n t r y , many o f 

who a r e p u t t i n g t h e i r l i v e s a t r i sk on a d a i l y 

bas i s . And when t h o s e p e o p l e come home, and 

t h e y come b e f o r e a j u d g e who has b e e n h a n d l i n g 

c r i m i n a l c a s es f o r t h e b e s t p a r t o f two 

d e c a d e s , a l m o s t two d e c a d e s , d a r n i t , I f e e l , 

i n my h e a r t , t h a t many o f them d e s e r v e an 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r me and f o r my team t o t a k e a 

s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n w h a t ' s t r o u b l i n g them, how 

we c a n h e l p them, how t o make them more 

p r o d u c t i v e . And I have l e a r n e d t h a t t h a t ' s 

what t h i s s y s t e m does . 

U n d e r s t a n d s o m e t h i ng: I s t i l l am 

a c r i m i n a l j udge i n Montgomery C o u n t y . I have 

a c r i m i n a l d o c k e t t h a t e v e r y c r i m i n a l j udge 

has . T h i s i s s o m e t h i ng t h a t I do i n a d d i t i o n 

t o my c r i m i n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , b e c a u s e I 

t h i nk i t i s so w o r t h w h i l e . 



B r i e f l y , we have p a t t e r n e d o u r 

c o u r t l a r g e l y a f t e r t h e m odel t h a t d i d come 

f r o m B u f f a l o , s t a t e o f New Y o r k . And we 

p a t t e r n e d i t , i n s ome r e s p e c t s , a f t e r t h e 

m o del t h a t was p u t i n p l ace by J u d g e R u s s e l l . 

L e t me see i f I c a n k i n d o f p u t 

t h e l e g a l e s e as i d e and g e t r i g h t t o t h e h e a r t 

o f t h i s . As J u d g e Dugan s u g g e s t e d , I b e l i eve 

what makes t h i s w o r k i s t h i s : Once a w e e k , on 

T h u r s d a y s , a t n o o n , I w i l l meet a r o u n d a huge 

c o n f e r e n c e t a b l e w i t h members o f t h e a d u l t 

p r o b a t i o n d e p a r t m e n t o f M ontgomery C o u n t y , 

w i t h a member o f t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y ' s 

o f f i c e , w i t h a member o r members o f t h e p u b l i c 

d e f e n d e r ' s o f f i c e , s o m e t i m e s p r i v a t e a t t o r n e y s 

t h a t I i n v i t e t o come i n t o t h e room so as t o 

a d v o c a t e f o r t h e i r c l i e n t s , members o f o u r 

p r i s o n s y s t e m , and p e r h a p s , most i m p o r t a n t l y , 

t h e r e i s a r e p , a VJO f r o m t h e V e t e r a n s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , i n t h a t r o o m . 

When we r e c e i v e an a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 

an i n d i v i d u a l t o be c o n s i d e r e d f o r v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t , we a r e r e c e i v i ng them f r o m many 

p l a c e s . We have f o u n d t h a t e a r l y i n t e r v e n t i o n 

i s r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t t o a l o t o f t h e s e men and 



women, b e c a u s e t h e v a s t maj o r i t y o f them 

s u f f e r f r o m d r u g a n d / o r a l c o h o l p r o b l e m s . 

T h e r e f o r e , we have d e v i s ed a s y s t e m , w h e r e b y 

t h e l o c a l p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t s a r e aware o f t h e 

f a c t t h a t we have a v e t e r a n s c o u r t , and 

s o m e t i mes t h e l o c a l p o l i ce d e p a r t m e n t s w i l l 

i n d i c a t e on t h e f a c e o f t h e c r i m i n a l 

c o m p l a i n t , you k n o w , t h a t t h i s i s a v e t e r a n , 

m i g h t be c o n s i d e r e d f o r e n t r y i n t o y o u r 

p r o g r a m . 

P e r s o n d o e s n ' t make b a i l . They 

w i n d up i n t h e M ontgomery C o u n t y c o r r e c t i o n a l 

f a c i l i t y . Warden A l g a r i n , who a t t e n d s my 

m e e t i n g e v e r y T h u r s d a y w i t h me, a l o n g w i t h t h e 

o t h e r s , has s e t i n p l ace a p r o g r a m where h e , 

upon r e c e i v i ng h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , w i l l r e v i e w 

c h a r g e s , w i l l r e v i ew v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s o f t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l s who have a r r i v e d , a n d , a g a i n , may 

v e r y w e l l be t h e e n t i t y f r o m w h i c h I r e c e i ve 

a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

O b v i o u s l y , d e f e n s e a t t o r n e y s , t h e y 

now know t h a t f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y s i x months , we 

have a v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n M ontgomery C o u n t y , 

and t h e y ' r e a n x i o u s t o have t h e i r c l i e n t s 

c o n s i d e r e d . 



The a d u l t p r o b a t i o n d e p a r t m e n t , 

v e r y , v e r y i m p o r t a n t i n my c o u n t y , b e c a u s e 

t h e y s e r v e as t h e i n i t i a l s c r e e n . And t h e y 

s i t down and i n t e r v i e w t h e s e p e o p l e a l o n g w i t h 

t h e v e t e r a n s -- e x c u s e me, yes , t h e V e t e r a n s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i on r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , and i f t h e y 

t h i nk a p e r s on f i t s t h e b i l l , t h a t w i l l be 

a n o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l . 

We t a l k a bou t a l o t o f p eop l e on 

T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o n s a t noon t o 2 o ' c l o c k . I 

l e a v e t h a t s e s s i o n , and I go r i g h t i n t o my 

c o u r t r o o m s e s s i o n . 

We're i n o u r i n f a n t s t a g e s 

c o m p a r e d t o J u d g e Dugan's s i t u a t i o n . And as 

you c a n i m a g i n e , t h o s e t h a t a r e f a m i l i a r , o f 

c o u r s e , w i t h t h e o u t l y i n g c o u n t i e s as o p p o s e d 

t o P h i l a d e l p h i a -- P h i l a d e l p h i a i s i n u n d a t e d . 

And t h e y do s u c h a w o n d e r f u l j o b . We're 

s t a r t i ng t o b e g i n t o f e e l l i k e we're 

i n u n d a t e d , y e t c o m p a r e d t o p e r h a p s two h u n d r e d 

f i f t y p e o p l e , t h r e e h u n d r e d i n t h e s y s t e m , 

I'v e g o t t e n p e o p l e i n my v e t e r a n s c o u r t , b u t 

we o n l y s t a r t e d a t t h e e n d o f A p r i l . By t he 

end o f t h e y e a r , I t h i n k t h a t number w i l l a t 

l e a s t d o u b l e , and t h e n you c a n see 



g e o m e t r i c a l l y how t h a t ' s g o i n g t o i n c r e a s e . 

When I g e t i n t o v e t e r a n s c o u r t on 

T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o n , I have e v e r y one o f t h e 

a d m i t t e e s come b a c k and see me once a week. 

Our p r o g r a m c o n s i s t o f t h r e e s t a g e s . S t a g e 

o n e , t h e y must a l l come b a c k once a week and 

see me. E v e r y week. They move on t o s t a g e 

t w o , s u c c e s s f u l l y -- and so f a r , a l l o f o u r 

v e t s have b e e n s u c c e s s f u l -- t h e y w i l l come 

b a c k and see me once e v e r y two weeks . And 

t h e n t h e y move i n t o a t h i r d s t a g e , where t h e y 

may come and s ee me once a m o n t h . 

So what a r e you t a l k i ng a b o u t 

h e r e ? We're t a l k i ng a b o u t my h a v i n g a h a n d l e 

on w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g t o t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s f o r a 

y e a r and a h a l f . And i t i s so i m p o r t a n t t o 

have t h e V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i on t h e r e , 

b e c a u s e , you s e e , e a r l y o n , we r e c o g n i z e -¬

w e ' l l have s omeone go up t o C o a t e s v i l l e . 

W e ' l l have t h e p h y s i c i a n s t h e r e d e t e r m i ne 

w h e t h e r o r n o t an i n d i v i d u a l ' s s u f f e r i n g f r o m 

pos t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s d i s o r d e r o r t r a u m a t i c 

b r a i n i n j u r y , and we do have t h e SATU p r o g r a m s 

t h a t h e l p t h e m , t h o s e t h a t have a l c o h o l a n d / o r 

d r u g a d d i c t i on p r o b l e m s . And t h e y come see me 



e v e r y week. 

And I make i t v e r y c l e a r t o them 

e v e r y week, as -- as a commanding o f f i c e r 

m i g h t t o one o f h i s o r h e r s o l d i e r s . "You 

n e e d t o l i s t e n t o what I have t o s a y . You 

have a mi s s i o n . I have a m i s s i o n . L e t ' s g e t 

i t d o n e . L e t ' s do i t t h e r i g h t way." And i f 

y o u ' v e b e e n i n t h e mi l i t a r y , you u n d e r s t a n d 

t h a t . 

T h a t ' s why i t i s s o i m p o r t a n t t o 

have t h e s e m e n t o r s . And i n o u r c o u n t y , 

t h e y ' v e a l l b e e n f o r m e r v e t s . J u s t so h a p p e n s 

t h a t we're -- I 'm t h e o n l y v e t on o u r -- on 

o u r b e n c h , w h i c h s u r p r i s ed me. So when t h e y 

a s k e d me t o do i t , I j u m p e d a t t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y . 

B u t I c a n ' t b e g i n t o e x p l a i n -¬

p e r h a p s t h e r e a r e n o t words t h a t c a n 

e x p l a i n -- t h a t t h o s e who have b e e n i n t h e 

m i l i t a r y and t h o s e c a n i d e n t i f y w i t h a n o t h e r 

i n d i v i d u a l i n t h e m i l i t a r y , w h e t h e r i t be me, 

w h e t h e r i t be t h e i r m e n t o r o r o t h e r s . J u s t s o 

h a p p e n s J u l i o A l g a r i n i s a p r i o r M a r i n e , 

p e r s o n i n o u r v e t e r a n s c o u r t . I t ' s t h a t 

b o n d . I t ' s t h e b o n d t h a t ' s so i m p o r t a n t , 



b e c a u s e t h e r e i s t h a t f e e l i ng o f n o t w a n t i ng 

t o l e t you down. A n d , t h e r e f o r e , i t ' s so 

i m p o r t a n t t h a t we meet w i t h t h e s e p e o p l e 

r e g u l a r l y , as we d o . 

So, I ' v e g i v e n you an o v e r v i e w . 

To ans wer some o f t h e q u e s t i o n s t h a t were 

a s k e d o f o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s , o u r p r o g r a m so f a r 

has b e e n -- r u n s l i k e t h i s . When we d e c i d e a 

p e r s o n does have a c h a n c e o f g r e a t s u c c e s s , we 

w i l l a l l o w them i n t o t h e p r o g r a m . And when 

t h e y come i n t o t h e p r o g r a m , t h e y e n t e r what i s 

known as an open p l e a o f g u i l t y b e f o r e me. 

S e n t e n c i n g i s n e c e s s a r i l y d e f e r r e d . D e p e n d i n g 

upon t h e n a t u r e o f t h e c h a r g e , u l t i m a t e l y , i t 

m i g h t v e r y w e l l b e . I f t h e y ' r e s u c c e s s f u l , 

t h e i r c h a r g e i s d i smi s s e d . I f i t ' s a s e r i ous 

c r i me, b u t , n o n e t h e l e s s , one -- an i n d i v i d u a l 

t h a t we t h i n k w i l l s t i l l b e n e f i t , i t may be 

t h a t t h a t i n d i v i d u a l ' s c a s e i s n o t d i s m i s s ed 

o u t r i g h t , b u t t h e c h a r g e s may be d e c r e a s e d . 

We l e t them know. You've g o t t o 

work f o r t h i s . And i t ' s n o t f o r two weeks . 

Y o u ' l l be h e r e f o r a y e a r and a h a l f . I t h i n k 

I know enough a b o u t c h a r a c t e r t o know who i s 

t r y i n g t o h o o d w i n k me and who's s i n c e r e . 



A n d , by t h e way, i f t h e y ' r e n o t 

s i n c e r e and I l e a r n t h a t t h e y ' r e n o t , t h e r e 

a r e a l so s a n c t i ons t h a t we p l a c e . I t may n o t 

be t h a t we t o s s them out o f t h e p r o g r a m t h e 

f i r s t t i m e t h e y r u n a s t r a y , b u t i f i t h a p p e n s 

more t h a n o n c e , you c a n a l m o s t g u a r a n t e e t h a t 

t h e y ' r e n o t g o i ng t o be i n my c o u r t a n y m o r e , 

a t l e a s t as f a r as t h e v e t e r a n s c o u r t i s 

c o n c e r n e d . T h a t ' s how we o p e r a t e . 

I hope t h a t I have t o u c h e d on 

i s s ues t h a t a r e h e l p f u l t o y o u . A n d , by t h e 

way, I a l so a p o l o g i z e . T h i s i s n o t f r o m a war 

wound, f o r t u n a t e l y . I had my h i p r e p l a c e d 

a b o u t a month a g o , and I was s i t t i n g a t home 

when I r e c e i v e d a c a l l and was as k e d t o come, 

and I j u m p e d a t t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o be w i t h 

y o u . 

I h a v e n ' t b e e n b a c k t o t h e 

c o u r t h o u s e f o r a w h i l e , so I d o n ' t have 

w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l s , b u t I have i n f r o n t me o u r 

p o l i c y and p r o c e d u r e m a n u a l , and I ' d be more 

t h a n happy t o have t h a t c o p i e d and s e n t t o 

e v e r y one o f y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Thank y o u . 

J u d g e . 



We c e r t a i n l y welcome t h e 

t e s t i m o n y , w r i t t e n t e s t i mony. Thanks f o r y o u r 

b e i ng h e r e . G o i n g t o go t o q u e s t i o n s . I j u s t 

want t o s ay t h a n k s f o r t h e e x c e l l e n t 

des c r i p t i on t h a t you gave t o us o f t h e 

o p e r a t i o n o f y o u r c o u r t r o o m . 

Any q u e s t i o n s ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve B a r b i n . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARBIN: S u r e . 

J u d g e Dugan m e n t i o n e d t h a t he had m e n t o r s . I n 

y o u r p r o g r a m , do you have v o l u n t e e r m e n t o r s as 

w e l l ? 

JUDGE FURBER: Y e s , s i r , I do. 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: The OVA? 

JUDGE FURBER: Yes , s i r , I d o . 

And we're l o o k i ng f o r new ones a l l t h e t i m e . 

One o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t we have 

done i s we've r e a c h e d o u t t o t h e l o c a l b a r 

a s s o c i a t i o n . T h e r e ' s a l o t o f l a w y e r s i n o u r 

c o u n t y t h a t were i n t h e s e r v i c e . And, you 

know, t h e y a r e r e s p o n d i n g . We a r e -- we're -¬

we w o u l d a l w a y s l i ke t o have m o r e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: Would you 

a l s o a g r e e t h a t t h e m e n t o r t h a t has v e t e r a n 

b a c k g r o u n d i s g o i n g t o be much more h e l p f u l t o 



t h e o v e r a l l e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e p r o g r a m ? 

JUDGE FURBER: I w o u l d a g r e e w i t h 

t h a t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: Thank you 

JUDGE FURBER: B e c a u s e I t h i n k i t 

t e n d s t o cement t h a t b o n d t h a t I m e n t i o n e d , 

v e t e r a n t o v e t e r a n , i f you w i l l . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: Thank 

y o u . 

JUDGE FURBER: Thank you so much. 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: J u d g e , I t h i n k 

we have one more q u e s t i o n . 

JUDGE FURBER: Oh, I b e g y o u r 

p a r d o n . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

S a c c o n e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE SACCONE: Y e s . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank y o u , J u d g e , and t h a n k you 

f o r a l l t h e p r e s e n t e r s . I ' v e r e a l l y b e e n 

moved by what y o u ' v e s h a r e d w i t h us t o d a y . 

I'm a l so a v e t e r a n so -- b o t h 

commis s i o n e d and noncommiss i o n e d o f f i c e r , and 

I r e p r e s e n t two o f t h e s e v e n c o u n t i e s t h a t a r e 

l i s t e d , W a s h i n g t o n , A l l e g h e n y C o u n t y t h a t have 



v e t e r a n s c o u r t s . And I r e a l l y knew n o t h i n g 

a b o u t t h i s . 

And I 'm c u r i ous , c a n we obs e r v e 

what goes on i n t h e v e t e r a n c o u r t ? A r e we 

a l l owed t o go down and w a t c h ? I ' d l i k e t o do 

t h a t now, a f t e r h e a r i ng t h i s t e s t i m o n y , and 

g e t more i n v o l v e d i n t h i s . 

JUDGE FURBER: Be more t h a n happy 

t o have y o u . The ans wer t o t h a t i s 

abs o l u t e l y . I t ' s open t o a n y o n e . I t ' s open 

t o a n y o n e . I ' v e had g r a n d m o t h e r s come i n , 

m o t h e r s o f p e o p l e . I ' ve had o t h e r v e t s t h a t 

have come i n t o o b s e r v e . 

And, by t h e way, i n o u r c o u n t y , 

and I'm s u r e i n o t h e r s , we're v e r y o p e n . I f 

anyone e v e r has a s u g g e s t i o n t o make s o m e t h i n g 

b e t t e r , we w i l l c e r t a i n l y t r y i t . 

So, y e s , by a l l means , y o u ' r e 

w e l come t o come down. 

REPRES ENTATI VE SACCONE: Thank 

you . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Once a g a i n , 

t h a n k y o u , J u d g e . 

JUDGE FURBER: Y o u ' r e v e r y 

w e l come. Thank you f o r h a v i n g me. 



CHAIRMAN MARSICO: We m e n t i oned a 

c o u p l e o f t i mes m e n t o r s . We have w i t h u s , i n 

t h e b a c k , a v o l u n t e e r m e n t o r f r o m L a n c a s t e r 

C o u n t y . Ken G a r d n e r , who i s an a t t o r n e y , who 

s e r v e d as a v e t e r a n s c o o r d i n a t o r , I g u e s s , as 

w e l l , f o r t h e v e t e r a n s -- n e w l y c r e a t e d 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t i n L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y . He a l s o 

s e r v e d i n b o t h I r a q wars , and, r e c e n t l y , 

s t a r t e d t h e y ' r e own v e t e r a n s -- v e t e r a n s c o u r t 

p r o g r a m i n L a n c a s t e r . 

So t h a n k s f o r y o u r i n v o l v e m e n t 

w i t h t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s sue as w e l l . And 

welcome and t h a n k s f o r b e i n g h e r e . 

MR. GARDNER: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Our f i n a l 

s p e a k e r t o d a y i s J u s t i c e Seamus M c C a f f e r y , o f 

t h e Penns y l v a n i a S upreme C o u r t . 

J u s t i c e M c C a f f e r y , welcome. And, 

you may p r o c e e d a t -- we have -- t h a t ' s f i n e . 

And w e l c o m e . 

JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: You may 

p r o c e e d . 

JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: You guys n e e d 

t o s t r e t c h , s t a n d u p ? You guys a r e l o o k i n g a 



l i t t l e t i r e d h e r e . 

I f I s ee you do t h i s -¬

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: I'm s u r e 

t h e y ' l l wake us u p . 

JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: A g a i n, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve M a r s i c o , t h a n k you so much. 

T h i s i s -- t h i s was an u n e x p e c t e d , w o n d e r f u l 

t h i ng, and I g o t c a u g h t -- I s h o u l d n ' t s a y 

c a u g h t . When I h e a r d a b o u t t h i s , i t was k i n d 

of l i k e i n a r o u n d a b o u t way. 

We've b e e n t o i l i n g i n t h e 

v i n e y a r d s o u t t h e r e f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . J u s t 

went t o P i t t s b u r g h s e v e r a l months ago, where 

we d i d , w i t h M r . M i k e M o r e l and, who's t h e 

VISN4 d i r e c t o r . P u b l i c s e r v i c e a n n o u n c e m e n t s 

a r e now s hown a l l o v e r P e n n s y l v a n i a . We've 

done a l o t o f t e l e c a s t i n g . We've done v i d e o , 

r a d i o , e v e r y t h i n g . T h o u s a n d s and t h o u s ands o f 

h o u r s o f us t r y i n g t o g e t t h e word o u t , and 

y e t you f o l k s have n o t r e a l l y h e a r d a l o t 

a b o u t u s . I d o n ' t know i f t h a t ' s a good t h i n g 

o r a bad t h i n g . 

L e t me j u s t s t a r t o u t by s a y i n g a 

few t h i n g s . One, t h e one document I j u s t 

s t a t e d , t h e V e t e r a n s J u s t i c e P a r t n e r s h i p, 



g i v e s you p r e t t y much a t i m e l i n e o f what we 

have done so f a r t o d a t e . Okay? And on t h e 

v e r y l a s t p a g e , i t l e t s you know wh i ch c o u r t s 

a r e up and o p e r a t i o n a l , w h i ch c o u r t s a r e a b o u t 

t o be o p e r a t i o n a l , and w h i c h c o u r t s a r e i n 

p l a n n i n g . 

I f you d o n ' t mi nd, i f i t i s o k ay 

w i t h y o u , M r . C h a i r , I ' d l i ke t o j u s t s t e p 

b a c k a l i t t l e b i t t o g i v e you a b i g g e r p i c t u r e 

o f w h a t ' s go i ng on h e r e . Maybe you d o n ' t 

know, f o r t h o s e o f you who d o n ' t , I was -- I 

s p e n t t w e n t y y e a r s o f my l i f e as a 

P h i l a d e l p h i a p o l i c e o f f i c e r . When I was g o i n g 

t o l a w s c h o o l , I was a s s i g n e d t o t h e t r a n s 

u n i t , w h i ch c o v e r e d s i x and a h a l f m i l e s o f 

u n d e r g r o u n d i n downtown P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

One o f t h e t h i n g s I f o u n d down 

t h e r e was t h e h o m e l e s s, j u s t t h e i n c r e d i b l e 

number of homel e s s . As my f r i ends f r o m 

A l l e gheny C o u n t y t e l l me, one o f o u r m e n t a l 

h e a l t h c o u r t s o u t t h e r e , t h e s e p e o p l e a r e n o t 

a bad p e o p l e ; t h e y ' r e a mad p e o p l e . And 

t h a t ' s t h e i r c o i n p h r a s e . And I a g r e e w i t h 

t h a t . These a r e h o m e l e s s p e o p l e who s u f f e r 

f r o m m e n t a l i l l nes s . 



One o f t he t h i n gs t ha t I f o und 

when I was w a l k i n g t h e b e a t down t h e r e as a 

s e r g e a n t was t h a t an a w f u l o f them were 

v e t e r a n s , and i m m e d i a t e l y I was i n t r i g u e d by 

t h i s . Why? 

1968, I j o i n e d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

M a r i n e C o r p s . When I g o t o f f a c t i v e d u t y , I 

s t a y e d i n t h e r e s e r v e s . I , l i ke y o u , was, 

once upon a t i m e , e n l i s t e d . I was a m u s t a n g , 

t h e y c a l l ed i n M a r i n e C o r p s , as a g u n n e r y 

s e r g e a n t , s e c o n d l i e u t e n a n t . 

I n t h e same month -- I s t a y e d i n 

t h e M a r i n e C o r p s t o t h e r a n k o f c a p t a i n , was 

g i v e n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a k e o v e r as a 

s q u a d r o n commander f o r s e c u r i t y f o r c e s , U n i t e d 

S t a t e s A i r F o r c e . I jumped a t t h a t 

o p p o r t u n i t y , and became a c a p t a i n , went on t o 

become a L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l . As a f u l l 

c o l o n e l , I r e t i r e d i n 2008. I s e r v e d o u r 

n a t i o n ' s m i l i t a r y f o r f o r t y y e a r s , 1 968 t o 

2 0 0 8 . 

So I ' v e worn two d i f f e r e n t 

u n i f o r m s . My s i s t e r u n i t , t h e 9 1 1 t h o u t o f 

A l l e gheny C o u n t y . I'm s o r r y . I ' v e s t a y e d i n 

t o u c h w i t h a l o t o f v e t e r a n s a c r o s s t h e 



s t a t e . 

I l e f t t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f Homel and 

S e c u r i t y , a g a i n , as an 0 -6 , f o r w o r k i n g w i t h 

now M a j o r G e n e r a l J i m J o s e p h o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 

I s ay t h a t b e c a u s e , i n t h o s e f o r t y 

y e a r s , I ' v e had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s e r v e a l o n g 

s i d e o f W o r l d War I I v e t e r a n s , K o r e a n War, 

o b v i o u s l y V i e t n a m , a l l t h e way up t h r o u g h 

O p e r a t i o n D e s e r t S t o r m , D e s e r t E a g l e , 

Des e r t -- what was t h e o t h e r one? T h e r e ' s a 

c o u p l e o f t h e s e d e s e r t s . 

And l a s t b u t n o t l eas t , I was 

a c t i v a t e d due t o 9 /11 and, a g a i n , s e r v e d 

d u r i n g H u r r i cane K a t r i n a , e t c e t e r a , e t 

c e t e r a . 

I n my many y e a r s and my many 

e x p e r i e n c e s , t h e t h i n g t h a t r e a l l y b o t h e r e d me 

was how many war v e t e r a n s a r e h o m e l e s s and how 

many o f them a r e s i c k . When I was t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i ve j u d g e o f P h i l a d e l p h i a c o u r t , 

m u n i c i p a l c o u r t , I t r i e d t o c r e a t e a m e n t a l 

h e a l t h c o u r t b e c a u s e I r e a l l y f e l t s t r o n g l y 

t h a t t o o many o f o u r p e o p l e w i t h m e n t a l 

i l l nes s a r e i n j a i l . 



As you a l l know as l e g i s l a t o r s , 

one o f -- t h e s e c o n d l a r g e s t b u d g e t i t e m r i g h t 

now, I b e l i e v e , i s p r i s o n s . Okay? R i g h t now, 

a l a r g e p e r c e n t o f o u r f o l k s t h a t a r e 

c u r r e n t l y i n c a r c e r a t e d i n o u r s t a t e p r i son 

s y s tem a r e t h e r e b e c a u s e t h e y s u f f e r f r o m 

m e n t a l i l l n e s s . 

Now, i f y o u ' r e i n t e r e s t e d , t h e r e 

a r e two b o o k s I r e a l l y recommend you r e a d . 

One i s c a l l e d The I ns a n i t y O f f e n s e . The 

I n s a n i t y O f f e n s e . I t i s an a b s o l u t e l y 

w o n d e r f u l b o o k . I t g i v e s t h e w h o l e h i s t o r y o f 

what went wrong i n o u r n a t i on's f o r e n s i c 

hos p i t a l s w i t h m e n t a l i l l n e s s . S o many of o u r 

c i t i z e n s t h a t s u f f e r f r o m t h e s e m e n t a l 

d i s eas es have now l i t e r a l l y b een t h r o w n o u t on 

t h e s t r e e t s . 

I b e l i e v e , and, a g a i n , I 'm n o t 

s u r e o f t h e e x a c t number, b u t we went f r o m 

1950, 60,000 t o 500,000 f o r e n s i c beds 

n a t i o n a l l y . We're down t o s o m e t h i n g l i ke 

40, 000 beds n a t i o n a l l y . What does t h a t t e l l 

y ou? As a f o r m e r p o l i c e o f f i c e r , t h a t t e l l s 

me t h a t t h a t ' s why we have p e o p l e o u t t h e r e 

t h a t a r e so c a l l e d 302 c o m m i t t e e f r e q u e n t l y . 



d o m e s t i c v i o l e n c e . We s ee i t day i n , day 

o u t . 

How many t i m e s do we see a n y b o d y 

w i t h a m e n t a l i l l n e s s w i t h a gun? How many 

t i m e s do we j u s t s ee f a m i l i es c o l l a p s e and we 

j u s t c a n ' t do a n y t h i n g more? I'm s u r e 

e v e r y b o d y ' s h e a r d -- e i t h e r has o r knows 

someone t h a t s u f f e r s f r o m A l z h e i m e r ' s o r 

d e m e n t i a . My f a t h e r , we j u s t l o s t my dad n o t 

q u i t e a y e a r ago, s u f f e r e d f r o m A l z h e i m e r ' s . 

M e n t a l d i s e a s e and m e n t a l i l l n e s s 

i s one o f t h e g r e a t p r o b l e m s i n o u r s o c i e t y 

r i g h t now. What a r e we d o i ng w i t h them? Our 

la w e n f o r c e m e n t c o m m u n i t y c a n ' t do a n y t h i n g 

o t h e r t h a n t a k e them i n f r o n t o f t h e c o u r t s . 

What a r e o u r c o u r t s d o i n g w i t h them? When 

y o u ' r e s t r u c k w i t h n o t h i ng e l s e, no o t h e r 

h e l p, we end up p u t t i ng them i n j a i l c e l l s . 

So t h a t b e i n g s a i d , t h a t i s t h e b i g p i c t u r e o f 

m e n t a l i l l n e s s . 

B u t l e t me d r o p b a c k a s e c o n d and 

t e l l you a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t v e t e r a n s c o u r t . 

When I t r i e d t o c r e a t e t h e m e n t a l h e a l t h c o u r t 

i n P h i l a d e l p h i a C o u n t y , I k e p t r u n n i ng i n t o a 

b r i ck w a l l . And t h a t b r i c k w a l l was money. 



E v e r y t h i n g ' s a b o u t money. Where a r e we g o i n g 

t o g e t t h e money? 

The b e a u t y o f v e t e r a n s c o u r t -¬

and I f o u n d t h i s o u t a f t e r h e a r i n g a b o u t J u d g e 

Rus s e l l i n B u f f a l o . He has t h e f e d e r a l 

g o v e r n m e n t , t h e V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

c o m i n g t o o u r c o u r t s , i n t o y o u r c o u n t i e s , and 

t h e y p r o v i d e us w i t h t h e f u n d i ng t h a t we n e e d 

t o h e l p o u r c i t i z e n s g e t b a c k on t r a c k . 

What do I mean by t h a t ? M r . M i k e 

M o r e l a n d , who, a g a i n , as I m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , 

i s t h e V I S N4 d i r e c t o r . He has p a r t n e r e d up 

w i t h me t o b a s i c a l l y c r e a t e t h i s j u s t i c e 

p a r t n e r s h i p where t h e V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

w i l l e v a l u a t e , h e l p us i n t e r d i c t , h e l p us 

d e t e r m i n e what t y p e o f t r e a t m e n t t h a t v e t e r a n 

n e e d s . He o r s he -- by t h e way, l a d i e s , t h e r e 

a r e a l o t o f women o u t t h e r e r i g h t now 

s u f f e r i n g f r om PTS D. 

T h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s a r e e v a l u a t e d 

b e f o r e t h e y go i n t o t h e c o u r t r o o m . The VA 

d e t e r m i n e s t h a t t h e y n e e d m e n t a l h e a l t h 

t r e a t m e n t . They d e t e r m i ne t h a t t h e y n e e d j o b 

t r a i n i n g . They d e t e r m i n e t h a t t h e y may n e e d 

homes. The VA p r o v i d e s t h i s s e r v i c e t o us . 



I mean, t h i n k a b o u t t h a t . 

D e l aware C o u n t y j u s t a n n o u n c e d r e c e n t l y , t h e y 

a r e now c r e a t i n g t h e i r own v e t e r a n s c o u r t . 

Why i s t h a t i n t e r e s t i ng? B e c a u s e t h e 

p r e s i d e n t j udge of -- I 'm s o r r y -- o f D e l a w a r e 

C o u n t y a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e y had a h u n d r e d 

t w e n t y - t h r e e v e t e r a n s on t h e i r d o c k e t . A 

h u n d r e d o f them were e l i g i b l e f o r v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t . 

Now, t h e c o u n t y commi s s i o n e r s were 

a l l t h e r e . And e v e r y one o f y o u r c o u n t i e s has 

c o u n t y commi s s i o n e r s . And one o f t h e t h i n g s 

t h e y f o u n d o f e x t r e m e i n t e r e s t was t h a t t h e 

VA, f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t , i s g o i ng t o t a k e one 

h u n d r e d -- o r c a n t a k e , I s h o u l d s a y , one 

h u n d r e d v e t e r a n s o f f o f t h e i r d o c k e t , o u t o f 

t h e i r c o u n t y b u d g e t , t o g e t them j o b t r a i n i n g , 

h o u s i n g , m e n t a l h e a l t h t r e a t m e n t , e t c e t e r a , 

e t c e t e r a . 

L a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n , t h a t ' s a 

w i n d f a l l f o r t h e commonweal t h . I t ' s n e v e r 

been done b e f o r e . 

When I f i r s t h e a r d a b o u t J u d g e 

Rus s e l l , I a p p r o a c h e d o u r c h i e f j u s t i c e , 

R o n a l d D. Cas t i l l e . Now, f o r t h o s e o f you who 



d o n ' t know, C h i e f J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e i s a combat 

M a r i n e C o r p s v e t e r a n , V i e t n a m . On h i s 2 3 r d 

b i r t h d a y , he l o s t h i s l e g . Okay? C h i e f 

J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e knows a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t 

combat, knows a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t pos t 

t r a uma t i c s t r e s s . 

The c h i e f j u s t i ce s a i d, Seamus , 

t h i s i s good s t u f f . We want o u r c o u r t s t o be 

i n v o l v e d . 

And j u s t t o g i v e you a n o t h e r 

a s i de, i n t h e S upreme C o u r t of P e n n s y l v a n i a 

r i g h t now, J u s t i c e -- C h i e f J u s t i ce Cas t i l l e , 

M a r i n e C o r p s ; J u s t i c e Max B a e r ' s s o n , A n t h o n y , 

now f l i e s KC-1 0 s b a c k and f o r t h f r o m 

A f g h a n i s t a n , c a p t a i n , U n i t e d S t a t e s A i r F o r c e ; 

J u s t i c e Tom S a y l o r ' s s o n ' s f l y i n g C17s i n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s A i r F o r c e ; Madam J u s t i ce D e b r a 

M c C l o s k e y Todd's h u s b a n d , S t e v e Todd, U n i t e d 

S t a t e s A r m y ; and l a s t b u t n o t l e a s t , we have 

M r . J u s t i ce M i c h a e l E a k i n, U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y . 

So you c a n s ee we have a supreme c o u r t t h a t ' s 

v e r y i n t u n e w i t h t h e n eeds of o u r v e t e r a n s 

c o m m u n i t y . 

The c h i e f j u s t i ce bas i c a l l y 

a s s i g n e d me t o c r e a t e t h e s e v e t e r a n c o u r t s 



a r o u n d P e n n s y l v a n i a, and I have t r a v e l e d a l l 

o v e r t h e s t a t e d o i ng e v e r y t h i n g and a n y t h i ng I 

c a n t o t a l k t o and c o n v i nce o u r p r e s i d e n t 

j u d g e s , o u r c o u n t y commi s s i o n e r s , t h a t t h i s i s 

t h e r i g h t t h i n g t o do, b e c a u s e we f e e l 

s t r o n g l y on o u r supreme c o u r t t h a t no v e t e r a n 

s h o u l d be l e f t b e h i n d . T h i s i s o u r way o f 

h e l p i n g . 

These men and women, f o l k s , t h e y 

go o f f t o s e r v e o u r n a t i on p e r f e c t l y h e a l t h y . 

They a r e s t r o n g , f i n e y oung men and women, 

Pen n s y l v a n i a c i t i z e n s . S o many o f them come 

b a c k c h a n g e d . 

T h e r e ' s an a r t i c l e I j u s t d r o p p e d 

o f f f o r y o u , r e c e n t e d i t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n 

L e g i o n . I f you g e t a c h a n c e , r e a d t h a t 

a r t i c l e . I t s p e a k s v o l u m e s t o w h a t ' s g o i n g on 

out t h e r e f o r t h e s e y o u n g men and women. 

Our P e n n s y l v a n i a N a t i o n a l G u a r d -¬

I'm s u r e s ome o f you won't remember us h e r e o r 

remember t h e d a y s when, i f you were i n t h e 

r e s e r v e s , t h e y were c a l l ed weekend w a r r i o r s . 

L e t me t e l l you s o m e t h i n g , f o l k s , t h e r e a r e no 

more weekend w a r r i o r s . Our men and women i n 

t h e r e s e r v e s r i g h t now a r e t a k i n g o v e r 51 



p e r c e n t o r maybe more of t h e a c t i ve d u t y 

mis s i o n s . Our g u a r d , o u r P e n n s y l v a n i a g u a r d , 

2 8 t h S t r y k e r B r i g a d e 28 D i v i s i o n , I s h o u l d 

s a y , t h e s e men and women a r e d e p l o y e d n o t 

o n c e , l i k e V i e t n a m , t h e y ' r e g o i n g b a c k and 

f o r t h , f o u r d e p l o y m e n t s , f i ve d e p l o y m e n t s . 

T h i s does n o t bode w e l l f o r o u r s o c i e t y . 

We have m i l i t a r y t h a t c o n t i n u a l l y 

s e n d s o u r c i t i z e n s o l d i e r s , men and women, 

i n t o harm's way. They come home on a F r i d a y . 

T h e y ' r e b a c k t o work on Monday as a 

f i r e f i g h t e r , as a p o l i c e o f f i c e r , as a t r u c k 

d r i v e r , as a l a w y e r , w h a t e v e r , p i ck a 

p r o f es s i o n . Thes e yo ung men and women t h a t 

t a k e t h e i r c i v i l i a n c l o t h i n g o f f and p u t t h a t 

u n i f o r m o n , go o f f , s e r v e , come b a c k , and t h e 

n e x t t h i n g you know, do t h e y have a c h a n c e t o 

r e a l l y d e c o m p r e s s ? N o . 

We've h e a r d s t o r i e s r i g h t now 

a b o u t p o l i c e o f f i c e r s i n u p s t a t e P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e h e a r t o f an i n d i v i d u a l , 

d r i v i n g down t h e h i g h w a y , c e n t e r l i n e ' s i n t h e 

m i d d l e o f t h a t c a r . They l i g h t h i m u p . They 

p u l l h i m o v e r . T h i s i s a y o u n g guy j u s t b a c k 

f r o m A f g h a n i s t a n . Why i s he d r i v i n g down t h e 



m i d d l e o f t h e r o a d ? I E D s . I n h i s m i n d , he's 

s t i l l s c a r e d . T h i nk a b o u t t h a t . 

We have young men who come home 

and t h e y s e l f medi c a t e -- and women, by t h e 

way -- s e l f m e d i c a t e on d r u g s , s t r e e t d r u g s , 

c o c a i n e , h e r o i n , you name i t , m a r i j u a n a , o r 

t h e y s e l f m e d i c a t e on a l c o h o l . They go home 

t o t h e i r w i v e s , t h e i r s p o u s e s , and t h e n e x t 

t h i ng you know, we have c a s es o f d o m e s t i c 

v i o l e n c e . O k a y ? T h e y ' r e n o t a c t i n g a way 

t h e y n o r m a l l y w o u l d . T h a t ' s n o t y o u r s on o r 

y o u r d a u g h t e r t h a t went o f f i n u n i f o r m . That 

young man, t h a t young woman i s s u f f e r i n g f r o m 

an i n v i s i b l e w o u n d . 

C h i e f J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e , i f he 

w o u l d w a l k i n h e r e now w i t h h i s c r u t c h e s , he 

has one l e g . I t ' s e a s y f o r us t o see t h a t 

he's s u f f e r e d a t r a u m a t i c w o u n d . E v e r y y e a r 

we h o n o r o u r d e a d . We know who t h e y a r e . B u t 

you know s o m e t h i n g , i f i t ' s y o u r s o n , y o u r 

d a u g h t e r , y o u r hus b a n d , y o u r w i f e , y o u r 

b r o t h e r , y o u r s i s t e r who came b a c k , and j u s t 

b e c a u s e t h e y t o o k t h e i r u n i f o r m o f f and j u s t 

b e c a u s e he o r s he i s a f i r e f i g h t e r o r a c o p o r 

w h a t e v e r , you d o n ' t know w h a t ' s g o i n g on 



b e h i nd t h o s e e y e s . You d o n ' t know t h a t 

t h o u s a n d - y e a r s t a r e . 

Some y e a r s a g o , I was c a m p a i g n i n g 

up i n L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y -- I'm s o r r y , 

s t r i k e t h a t -- L u z e r n e C o u n t y , and I r a n i n t o 

an o l d e r g e n t l e m a n who came up t o me, h e a r d I 

was a M a r i n e , we s t a r t e d t a l k i n g . He's a 

K o r ean Wa r M a r i n e . 

I want you t o l i s t e n t o t h i s . 

K o r e a n War, t h a t ' s 1950, '51, '52. G r e a t guy. 

We t a l k e d and t a l k e d a b o u t t h e M a r i n e s . We 

a r e l i k e , you know -- w h a t e v e r . We a r e a 

c u l t , some p e o p l e s a y . We g r a v i t a t e t o one 

a n o t h e r . And t h i s man s t a r t s t e l l i n g me a l l 

a b o u t b e i ng o v e r r u n a t Chos i n Res e r v o i r . Now, 

t o me, as a M a r i n e , t h a t was h i s t o r y . And I 'm 

l o o k i n g a t t h i s g u y , and I'm j u s t t h i n k i n g , 

Wow. 

And a n o t h e r man who i s i n 

N o r m a n d y . I r e a d a b o u t t h i s i n h i s t o r y . And 

t h e r e I was t a l k i n g t o t h e s e p e o p l e . T h e y ' r e 

r e a l human b e i n g s . Thes e a r e p e o p l e t h a t I 

c o u l d t o u c h . T h e y ' r e somebody's hus b a n d , 

somebody's f a t h e r . 

And y e t , t h a t K o r e a n War M a r i n e 



was s t a n d i n g i n f r o n t o f me, he had h i s -- he 

a c t u a l l y had h i s hand on h i s c o v e r . M a r i n e s , 

we c a l l o u r h a t s a c o v e r . I know you Army 

guys may c a l l i t s o m e t h i ng e l s e . We c a l l a 

h a t a c o v e r . And he s a y s t o me, he s a y s , 

" Y o u r H o n o r , e v e r y n i g h t I dream a b o u t b e i ng 

o v e r r u n . E v e r y n i g h t I dream a b o u t my f r i ends 

b e i ng k i l l e d . " 

What do you s a y ? T h i s guy i s 

c l a s s i c p o s t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s . S i x t y y e a r s 

he's b e e n s l e e p i n g , w a k i ng up w i t h n i g h t m a r e 

and c o l d s w e a t s , and y e t he's a p r o d u c t i v e 

c i t i z e n . He's n e v e r b e e n a r r e s t e d . B u t he i s 

one o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s o u t t h e r e t h a t you have 

t o s a y t o y o u r s e l v e s , a t a moment's n o t i c e , he 

c o u l d c l i c k . He s ays t o me, "As l o n g as I 

have t h i s c o v e r , I 'm o k a y . " 

S o , my p o i n t i s , t h i s i s s o m e t h i n g 

t h a t ' s p a r t o f o u r s o c i e t y . And now, o u r 

n a t i o n a t w a r , t h i s i s now -- S e p t e m b e r 1 1 t h 

i s on u s . Our n a t i o n ' s b e e n a t war f o r t e n 

y e a r s . T h i n k a b o u t t h a t . W o r l d War I I w a s n ' t 

t h a t l o n g . K o r e a was n ' t t h a t l o n g . V i etnam 

was n ' t r e a l l y t h a t l o n g . And I'm t a l k i ng 

a b o u t m a j o r r e d e p l o y m e n t s . 



S o , a g a i n , a t t h e c o u r t , we f e l t 

i t r e a l l y , r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t t h a t we do 

s o m e t h i n g f o r t h e s e v e t e r a n s , b e c a u s e , as I 

s a i d b e f o r e , t h e y ' r e P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . T h e y ' r e 

o u r f a m i l y . T h e y ' r e o u r f r i e n d s , o u r 

n e i g h b o r s . And we j u s t f e e l t h a t w h a t e v e r way 

we des i g n t h e s e p r o g r a m s r i g h t now -- by t h e 

way, a l o t o f them a r e b e i n g d e s i gned 

d i f f e r e n t l y . I 'm s u r e y o u ' l l see f r o m J u d g e 

F u r b e r , J u d g e D u g a n , e a c h c o u n t y ' s r i g h t now 

d o i ng s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t . J u d g e B a r r a s s e , 

who s t a r t e d i n L u z e r n e -- L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y . 

I a l w a y s c o n f u s e t h e L a c k s and t h e L u z e r n e s , 

b u t d o n ' t w o r r y , I d o n ' t f o r g e t B e r k s . 

You know, t h e r e a l i t y i s , we, as a 

sy s tem r i g h t now, n e e d t o l ook a t t h i s and 

i n c o r p o r a t e i t as t h e c o u r t o f t h e f u t u r e . 

Okay? 

And I know t h e r e ' s some 

l e g i s l a t i on p e n d i n g r i g h t now t o c r e a t e t h i s 

m e n t a l h e a l t h d i v i s i o n o r d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f 

p r o g r a m s . I'm a b i g a d v o c a t e o f p r o b l e m -

s o l v i n g c o u r t s . What do I mean by t h a t ? 

V e t e r a n s c o u r t , m e n t a l h e a l t h c o u r t , DUI 

c o u r t , gun c o u r t , d r u g t r e a t m e n t c o u r t . They 



come u n d e r t h e u m b r e l l a o f p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g 

c o u r t s b e c a u s e o f t h e i r u n i q u e n e s s . 

B e r k s C o u n t y i s l o o k i ng a t t h e 

c r e a t i o n , I b e l i e v e , o f d o m e s t i c v i o l e n c e 

c o u r t . S o m e t h i ng t h a t ' s u n i q u e , t h a t f i t s a 

s p e c i f i c t y p e o f a p r o b l em, a d i v e r s i o n 

p r o g r a m . 

And t h a t g e t s b a c k t o what we're 

t a l k i n g a b o u t h e r e w i t h v e t e r a n s c o u r t . I t ' s 

a b o u t d i v e r s i o n . We have an i n t e r c e p t m o d e l , 

l a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n , t h a t I c a n p r o v i d e you 

c o p i e s o f so y o u ' l l s ee t h a t o u r p o l i c e 

o f f i c e r s a r e g o i n g t o be t r a i n e d t o i d e n t i f y 

v e t e r a n s , i n t e r c e p t a t t h e b e g i n n i n g . F i n d 

o u t , o n e , a r e you a v e t e r a n ? Two, do you 

q u a l i f y f o r VA t r e a t m e n t ? T h r e e , c a n we g e t 

you i n t o v e t c o u r t ? B e c a u s e we -- you know 

s o m e t h i n g , f o l k s , when you have a v e t e r a n 

j u d g e , v e t e r a n m e n t o r s , v e t e r a n s t a f f , i t 

w o r k s . 

The r e c i d i v i sm r a t e i s l i k e 1 

p e r c e n t . Way, way b e t t e r t h a n a n y t h i n g e l se 

yo u ' v e e v e r s e e n n a t i o n a l l y . V e t e r a n s know 

t h e d i s c i p l i n e . They u n d e r s t a n d i t . They 

r e s p o n d t o i t . They d o . 



And by p u t t i ng t h e s e p r o g r a m s 

t o g e t h e r , we're a l l o w i n g them t o g e t back w i t h 

t h e i r f a m i l y , t o g e t back i n t o s o c i e t y . And 

t h e b e a u t y o f i t i s , f o r t h e most p a r t , t h e s e 

c a s es a r e b e i n g d i s c h a r g e d , and t h e y a r e now 

g e t t i n g t h e t r e a t m e n t t h e y n e e d . 

But -- b u t , what do we need? I 

n e e d y o u r h e l p . Okay? Now i t ' s t i m e -- you 

h e a r d t h e s p e e c h . Now i t ' s t i me f o r t h e s a l e s 

p i t c h . Okay? 

H e r e ' s what I n e e d . You saw 

D e l a w a r e ' s d o i n g s o m e t h i ng w i t h d r i v e r ' s 

l i c e n s e s . R i g h t ? F i l l o u t a p i e c e o f p a p e r . 

Why i s t h a t i m p o r t a n t ? You w o u l d 

be s u r p r i s e d t o f i nd t h a t a l o t o f o u r 

v e t e r a n s , when t h e y ' r e s t o p p e d by p o l i c e and 

t h e y ' r e a s k e d , " A r e you a v e t e r a n ? " 

"Oh, n o . I 'm n o t a v e t e r a n . " 

What do you mean by v e t e r a n ? I 

d i d n ' t s p e n d t w e n t y y e a r s i n t h e m i l i t a r y . I 

d i d n ' t go t o c o m b a t . T h i n k a b o u t t h a t . S ome 

of them a c t u a l l y f e e l t h a t b e c a u s e t h e y s p e n t 

two y e a r s s t a t e s i d e , o r w h a t e v e r t h e c a s e may 

b e , t h a t t h e y were n o t v e t e r a n s . T h a t ' s n o t 

t r u e . 



We n e e d a way t o i d e n t i f y t h e s e 

i n d i v i d u a l s . R i g h t now, i n P h i l a d e l p h i a 

C o u n t y , we're d e v e l o p i n g s o f t w a r e t h a t ' s g o i n g 

t o a l l ows us , i n t h e a c t u a l a r r e s t r e p o r t s , a 

d r o p down, t o ask t h e q u e s t i o n , "Were you e v e r 

i n t h e mi l i t a r y ?" 

And by t h e way, j u s t so y o u ' r e a l l 

f a m i l i a r , t h e VA w i l l n o t p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s f o r 

p e o p l e t h a t were l e s s - t h a n - h o n o r a b l y 

d i s c h a r g e d . I n o u r s t a t e r i g h t now, we a r e 

t r y i n g t o g e t f u n d i n g , and we have s ome, 

t h a t ' s g o i n g t o a l l o w us t o a d d r e s s a l l 

v e t e r a n s . 

And l e t me t e l l you why. A l o t o f 

our v e t e r a n s , s ome o f t h e s e men and women, 

whi l e t h e y ' r e on a c t i ve d u t y , were s e l f 

m e d i c a t i n g on d r u g s , were s e l f m e d i c a t i ng w i t h 

a l c o h o l , were d o i n g s t u p i d s t u f f , g e t t i ng 

a r r e s t e d , and t h e y were d i s c h a r g e d w i t h a 

l e s s - t h a n - h o n o r a b l e d i s c h a r g e . Why? D i r e c t l y 

r e l a t e d t o p o s t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s . 

I a l s o as k, and y o u ' l l r e a d i n 

t h a t A m e r i c a n L e g i on m a g a z i n e , t h a t we no 

l o n g e r r e f e r t o i t as PTSD, D m e a n i n g 

d i s o r d e r . Why? B e c a u s e o u r v e t e r a n s s h o u l d 



n o t be l a b e l ed as h a v i n g a d i s o r d e r . They 

s u f f e r f r o m pos t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s . Okay? 

I t ' s s o m e t h i ng t h a t we c a n h e l p them w i t h . I 

d o n ' t t h i nk t h a t t h e s e men and women d e s e r v e 

t o be l a b e l e d as h a v i ng a d i s o r d e r . 

We n e e d v e t e r a n m e n t o r s . R i g h t 

now, I n e e d somebody who c a n be a f u l l - t i m e , 

p a i d c o o r d i n a t o r i n w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a , i n 

t h e mi d d l e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , and t h e eas t e r n 

p a r t o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , c o o r d i n a t e d t h r o u g h an 

o v e r - a l l u m b r e l l a s e c t i o n . Why i s t h a t 

i m p o r t a n t ? B e c a u s e w i t h o u t t h e m e n t o r s o u t 

t h e r e a c t i n g as b i g b r o t h e r s , t h e s e p r o g r a m s 

a r e i f f y . I n e e d t o make s u r e t h a t I have a 

m e n t o r t h e r e t h a t ' s g o i n g t o e n s u r e t h a t t h a t 

v e t e r a n s hows up f o r t r e a t m e n t , s hows up f o r 

c o u r t a p p e a r a n c e s , and i s t h e r e w i t h t h e 

s h o u l d e r he o r she needs . I t i s r e a l 

i m p o r t a n t . 

We have t r a i n i n g . We pay f o r i t 

out o f p o c k e t . We have a s ad s i t u a t i o n . When 

we s t a r t e d t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a v e t e r a n s c o u r t , I 

w a n t e d a f l a g f o r e v e r y one o f o u r b r a n c h e s o f 

s e r v i c e : Army, Navy, A i r F o r c e , M a r i n e 

C o r p s . Okay? I w a n t e d a f l a g p u t up i n t h e 



c o u r t r o o m , s o when t h o s e men and women 

a p p e a r e d , t h e y saw t h e i r b r a n c h o f s e r v i c e 

t h e r e . We h a d no money. 

Do y ou know whe r e I g o t t h e mo ney 

f o r f l ags ? Had a b e e f and b e e r w i t h c e l e b r i t y 

b a r t e n d e r s , and I was a c e l e b r i t y b a r t e n d e r , 

so was J u d g e Dugan. And I t h i n k t h a t ' s a 

l i t t l e p a t h e t i c , d o n ' t y o u , t h a t we have t o do 

t h i s ? 

E v e r y v e t t h a t g r a d u a t e s g e t s a 

v e t e r a n s c o i n . Now, y o u ' r e s a y i n g t o 

y o u r s e l f , w h a t ' s a c o i n ? I n t h e m i l i t a r y , 

c o i ns a r e r e a l i m p o r t a n t . I t des i g n a t e s y o u r 

u n i t , des i g n a t e s y o u r b r a n c h o f s e r v i c e , e t 

c e t e r a . When you g r a d u a t e , we g i ve you a 

c o i n . We g i ve you a g r a d u a t i o n c e r t i f i c a t e . 

Okay? You c a n ' t b e l i eve t h e p r i d e t h a t t h e s e 

men o r women have when t h e y r e c e i ve t h a t . 

We had t o go and we had t o 

bas i c a l l y beg f o r money f o r t h i s s t u f f , and 

y e t we're s a v i n g t h e c o u n t y . T h i nk o f t h e 

money t h a t P h i l a d e l p h i a C o u n t y i s s a v i n g , 

D e l aware C o u n t y , B e r k s C o u n t y , a l l d i f f e r e n t 

c o u n t i e s , once t h i s i s up and r u n n i n g . 

A l l egheny C o u n t y , L u z e r n e C o u n t y . We're 



s a v i n g t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s -- mi l l i ons o f 

d o l l a r s , and y e t t h e r e ' s no d e s i g n a t e d 

f u n d i n g . N o t h i n g . 

You know, we n e e d r i g h t now 

s o m e t h i n g I t h i nk t h a t i s r e a l i m p o r t a n t , and 

t h a t i s t o have p o s t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s as a 

m i t i g a t i n g f a c t o r f o r p u r p o s e s of s e n t e n c i n g . 

I mean, l e t ' s s t e p b a c k t o where you c a n h e l p 

u s . 

I went l a s t y e a r t o G r a t e r f o r d 

p r i s o n . Supreme c o u r t j u s t i c e , p r o b a b l y t h e 

f i r s t one t h a t e v e r w a l k e d i n t h e r e 

u n h a n d c u f f e d . Okay? T h a t was a j o k e . T h a t 

was a j o k e . I went i n t o v i s i t t h e v e t e r a n s 

c o mmunity a t G r a t e r f o r d . And y o u ' r e p r o b a b l y 

s a y i n g t o y o u r s e l f , w h a t ' s t h a t ? V e t e r a n s 

have an a c t u a l u n i t up a t G r a t e r f o r d . T h e s e 

men, s o many of t h e m , s u f f e r f r o m PTSD. A 

h u n d r e d p e r c e n t c e r t i f i e d by t h e VA. T h e y ' v e 

c o m m i t t e d c r i m e s w h i l e s u f f e r i ng f r o m p o s t 

t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s . They c o u l d n o t have t h a t 

m e n t a l i l l n e s s as p a r t o f t h e i r m i t i g a t i n g 

f a c t o r . 

P e o p l e a r e up i n j a i l r i g h t now 

t h a t we c a n g e t t r e a t m e n t f o r , g e t them o u t , 



c r e a t e r e e n t r y p r o g r a m s . You t a l k a b o u t 

f r e e i n g up c e l l s , o k a y , s a v i n g money, l e t ' s 

l o o k a t r e e n t r y . L e t ' s l o o k a t i d e n t i f y i n g 

t h e s e v e t e r a n s . T h e y ' r e t h e r e b e c a u s e o f 

w h a t ? A m e n t a l i l l n e s s . 

L e t ' s l o o k a t b r i n g i n g f e l o n i e s 

i n t o t h e s e p r o g r a m s . I went t o W a s h i n g t o n DC, 

where I had supreme j u s t i c e s f r o m o t h e r s t a t e s 

t h e r e a l s o c r e a t i n g v e t e r a n c o u r t s . And 

e v e r y b o d y , t h e j u d g e s and j u s t i c e s a l l s a i d 

t h e same t h i ng, es p e c i a l l y t h o s e o f us who 

were i n t h e m i l i t a r y . We a r e t r a i n e d t o be 

v i o l e n t . You may know v i o l e n c e . You may l i k e 

t o j u s t w a t c h i t on t e l e v i s i o n . B u t you know 

s o m e t h i n g , l a d i es and g e n t l emen, I t e l l a l o t 

of f o l ks t h a t a l a r g e p o r t i on o f my l i f e I was 

t r a i n e d t o s ave l i v e s and t o t a k e l i v e s . 

T h i nk a b o u t t h a t . S a v e l i v e s and t a k e l i v e s . 

And when a v e t e r a n who s u f f e r s 

f r o m p o s t t r a u m a t i c s t r e s s i s o v e r m e d i c a t e d , 

s t r e e t d r u g s , c o c a i n e , m a r i j u a n a , a l c o h o l , 

d r u n k , and he's i n a b a r , g e t s i n t o a f i g h t , 

he i s g o i ng t o r e v e r t t o what he's t r a i ned t o 

d o . 

Now he's i n f r o n t o f a j u d g e who 



i s p u t t i n g h i m i n j a i l f i v e , t e n , t w e n t y 

y e a r s , d e p e n d i n g on t h e c o u r s e o f c r i m e . T h a t 

man o r t h a t woman i s t h e r e why? N o r m a l l y , 

t h e y w o u l d n ' t be t h a t a c t i v e . N o r m a l l y , t h e y 

w o u l d n ' t be d o i ng t h a t s t u f f , b u t t h e y w e r e n ' t 

t h e r e . 

The G r a t e r f o r d p r i s o n e r s , I t a l k e d 

t o them, t h e y r e l a t e s t o r i e s t o me, I j u s t 

c r i n g e . And you s ay t o y o u r s e l f , W o u ld t h e y 

be up t h e r e a r e on l i f e w i t h o u t p a r o l e ? You 

know -- and, by t h e way, t h e y ' r e n o t s a y i n g 

t h a t t h e y d i d n ' t do i t . B e c a u s e , o f t e n t i m e s , 

i n t h e c o u r t s we a l w a y s g e t , " I d i d n ' t do 

i t . " B u t you know s o m e t h i n g , f o l k s , t h e s e men 

up t h e r e , t h e y ' l l s a y , " Y e a h , I d i d do i t , b u t 

i t was n ' t me t h a t d i d do i t . " 

B u t , anyway, I know I 'm p r o b a b l y 

w e l l o v e r my t i me. A g a i n, I j u s t want t o 

t h a n k you a l l . I w i s h y o u ' d go b a c k t o t h e 

House, t a l k t o y o u r f r i e n d s i n t h e S e n a t e , and 

do a n y t h i ng t h a t you c a n t o g e t p e o p l e t o 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h i s i s a w i n / w i n s i t u a t i o n 

f o r o u r c i t i e s , o u r c o u n t i e s , o u r s t a t e as a 

w h o l e . 

And by t h e way, P e n n s y l v a n i a, 



b e c a u s e we're a u n i f i ed j u d i c i a r y , we a r e now 

on t h e c u t t i ng edge o f b e i n g t h e t o p s t a t e i n 

t h e n a t i o n f o r v e t e r a n s c o u r t s . I n t h e 

n a t i o n . I want you t o t h i n k a b o u t t h a t . 

S o m e t h i n g good t o be p r o u d a b o u t . 

K a r e n B l a c k b u r n f r o m AOPC i s d o i n g 

a m a g n i f i c e n t j o b . A l l o f o u r m a g i s t e r i a l 

d i s t r i c t c o u r t j u d g e s s t a r t t r a i n i n g i n 

S e p t e m b e r . We w i l l have v e t e r a n s c o u r t 

t r a i n i ng p r o g r a m s g o i ng on f o r a l l o f t h e m . 

They w i l l i d e n t i f y -- and by t h e way, i f y o u r 

c o u n t y d o e s n ' t have one, i f you d o n ' t have one 

and you want one, c a l l me. The c h i e f j u s t i c e 

has g i v e n me p e r m i s s i on t o t a l k t o a l l y o u r 

p r e s i d e n t j u d g e s . You have e v e r y VA h o s p i t a l 

i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and e v e r y V e t e r a n s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i on c l i n i c , t h e y ' r e t h e r e a t y o u r 

d i s pos a l . 

I w i l l come t o y o u r c o u n t y , and 

I ' l l do a n y t h i n g you n e e d me t o do, b e c a u s e as 

f a r as I'm c o n c e r n e d , t h e r e i s n o t h i ng we 

c a n ' t do -- we c a n ' t do enough f o r o u r 

v e t e r a n s . 

A g a i n , t h a n k y o u . 

Any q u e s t i o n s , I 'm r e a d y . 



CHAIRMAN MARSICO: Thank you v e r y 

much, J u s t i c e M c C a f f e r y . 

I want t o g i ve you a s p e c i a l 

t h a n k s , t o o , f o r c u t t i n g y o u r v a c a t i on s h o r t . 

I u n d e r s t a n d you c u t y o u r v a c a t i o n s h o r t by 

one d a y . So I e s p e c i a l l y t h a n k you f o r y o u r 

t i m e and y o u r i n s i g h t . Thank y o u . We 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: My p l e a s u r e . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: B u t a l s o C h i e f 

J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e, f o r b r i n g i n g h i s l e a d e r s h i p 

i n b r i n g i ng t h e s e v e t e r a n s c o u r t s t o 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I t ' s o n l y f i t t i ng t h a t s t a f f 

o r c h e s t r a t e d and you w o u l d be t h e l a s t 

t e s t i f y i n g t o d a y , t o g i v e t h e f i n a l p i t c h . 

So I c o n g r a t u l a t e t h a t s t a f f as 

w e l l . W e l l d o n e . 

Any q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e members ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve B a r b i n . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARBIN: H a c k e t t . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

H a c k e t t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: Thank 

yo u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 



Thank y o u , Y o u r H o n o r , f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y t o d a y . 

JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: My p l e a s u r e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: I t ' s 

a l w a y s good t o see y o u . You h e l p o u t i n 

D e l aware C o u n t y Law E n f o r c e m e n t M e m o r i a l 

F o u n d a t i o n o v e r t h e y e a r s . And as a t w e n t y -

s i x - y e a r v e t e r a n o f l aw e n f o r c e m e n t , I do 

s h a r e y o u r c o n c e r n s a b o u t t h e m e n t a l i l l n e s s 

and t h e s t r a i n i t p u t s on t h e b e a t cop and t h e 

c o u r t s . I l ook f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h you 

and anyone e l s e t h a t w o u l d be w i l l i n g t o jump 

i n and see i f we c a n a d d r e s s t h a t p r o b l em. 

And, as a l w a y s , y o u ' v e a n s w e r e d 

mos t o f my q u e s t i o n s t h r o u g h y o u r t e s t i mony. 

I do have one q u e s t i o n . T h a t q u e s t i on i s , 

w o u l d you be a b l e t o p r o v i d e f o r u s , maybe, a 

d o l l a r v a l u e -- n o t now, i n t h e f u t u r e -- a 

d o l l a r v a l u e o f what -- you know, p a y i n g t h e 

m e n t o r s s eems t o be a k e y h e r e -- p a y i n g t h o s e 

m e n t o r s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e as we d e v e l op t h i s 

p r o g r a m , what k i n d o f money w i l l we n e e d t o 

f r e e up, and, I g u e s s , t h a t w o u l d go t o t h e 

j u d i c i a r y . 

JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: W e l l , 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t h e a c t u a l v o l u n t e e r s a r e 

u n p a i d . U n p a i d . The most t h a t we g i v e them 

i s p i z z a and s o d a when t h e y come t o t r a i n i ng 

c l a s s . 

The c o o r d i n a t o r s a r e i m p o r t a n t , 

and we're t a l k i ng, a g a i n , a w e s t e r n 

c o o r d i n a t o r , a c e n t e r s t a t e c o o r d i n a t o r , and a 

eas t e r n s t a t e c o o r d i n a t o r , t h a t -- b e c a u s e I 

t h i nk one c o o r d i n a t o r s t a t e w i d e ' s g o i n g t o be 

t o u g h . 

And j u s t as an a s i de, t h e c e n t e r p a r t 

o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , you know, W a r r e n C o u n t y , f o r 

e x a m p l e -- a n y b o d y f r o m W a r r e n h e r e ? W a r r e n 

C o u n t y has one o f t h e l a r g e s t v e t e r a n s p e r 

c a p i t a o f any c o u n t y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . T h i nk 

a b o u t t h a t . I mean, A l l e gheny C o u n t y ' s o n e ; 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , t w o ; Montgomery C o u n t y ' s t h r e e , 

b u t W a r r e n C o u n t y ' s a s m a l l c o u n t y . B u t t h e 

s u r r o u n d i ng c o u n t i es r e a l l y d o n ' t have a l o t , 

b u t we're t r y i n g t o l ook a t a r e g i o n , t o 

c r e a t e a r e g i o n a l v e t e r a n s c o u r t , c o m b i n i n g 

t h o s e s m a l l c o u n t i e s . 

T ha t be i n g s a i d, I t h i nk a 

c o o r d i n a t o r t h a t c a n b a s i c a l l y be a b l e t o r u n 

up and down t h e s t a t e , one -- t h r e e , maybe, 



s t a t e w i d e , and I c a n g e t you t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n . B u t cos t s a v i ngs , we c a n g e t you 

t h a t a s w e l l . 

You know, l a d i e s and g e n t l e m e n , t h a t 

i s s o m e t h i n g -- I t e l l t h i s t o e v e r y b o d y . 

We're w o r k i n g on t h i s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a, 

j u d i c i a l r e f o r m . E v e r y t i m e I keep a p o l i ce 

o f f i c e r o u t o f t h e c o u r t r o o m , i t s a v e s 

o v e r t i me. E v e r y t i m e I keep a p o l i c e o f f i c e r 

i n t h e c o m m u n i t y , i t ' s p u b l i c s a f e t y . You and 

I know t h a t when a p o l i c e makes an a r r e s t , 

t h e y ' r e c o m i ng down t o w n . T h e y ' r e n o t t a k e n 

o f f t h e s t r e e t . T h e y ' r e b e i n g p a i d o v e r t i me, 

e t c e t e r a , e t c e t e r a . 

The new and i n n o v a t i v e s t u f f t h a t 

w e're d o i ng i s r e a l l y f a n t a s t i c . And i t ' s 

s a v i n g money and p u b l i c s a f e t y , b u t t h e 

q u e s t i on a l w a y s comes up: What i s t h e cos t 

s a v i n g s ? T h a t i s s o m e t h i n g we're t r y i n g -¬

we're w o r k i n g on r i g h t now, b e c a u s e I know 

d a r n r i g h t w e l l t h a t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o y o u , 

as e l e c t e d c i t i z e n s , t h a t you c a n go b a c k and 

t e l l y o u r c o n s t i t u e n t s t h a t t h e s e p r o g r a m s a r e 

s a v i ng us mo n e y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: J u d g e , 



you w o u l d n o t be o p p o s e d , t o i f we're a b l e 

t o do t h a t , t o a c t u a l l y s t i p e n d o r g i v e some 

t y p e o f f u n d s o r p ay t o t h o s e m e n t o r s , b e c a u s e 

I'm t h i n k i n g t h a t t h o s e v o l u n t e e r s a r e 

e v e n t u a l l y g o i n g t o f i z z l e o u t t h a t . T h a t ' s 

what I 'm c o n c e r n e d w i t h . 

JUDGE MCCAFFERY: Y e a h . Y e a h . 

And t h a t ' s why we n e e d a c o o r d i n a t o r . Yes . 

And I a g r e e . 

You know, as t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

s a i d, we have t o be s ens i t i ve t o o v e r w o r k i ng 

t h e s e f o l k s . T h e r e ' s a l ways g o i n g t o be a few 

t h a t a r e g o i ng t o s t e p up and want t o do t h e 

mos t , b u t y o u ' r e r i g h t , I t h i n k w i t h a s t i p e n d 

of some s o r t , t h a t c o u l d go a l o n g way. 

And g u e s s what, f o l k s , p r o b a t i on 

o f f i c e r , t h e y w o u l d go a l o n g way i f we c o u l d 

h i r e -- o u r p r o b a t i o n o f f i c e r s a r e d e p l e t e d 

l i k e you w o u l d n ' t b e l i e v e . And i f we c o u l d 

g e t t h o s e f o l k s t o come out and h e l p us , and 

f u n d i n g f o r t h a t as w e l l . 

REPRES ENTATI VE HACKETT: Thank 

y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARSICO: A r e t h e r e any 

o t h e r q u e s t i ons ? 



R e p r e s e n t a t i ve B a r b i n . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: Thank y o u , 

J u s t i c e , f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . 

I was w o n d e r i n g i f D e l a w a r e , where 

t h e y have t h e d e s i g n a t i o n f o r t h e DD-2 — 

t h e i r number t h a t i d e n t i f i e s them as h a v i n g -¬

does t h i s i d e n t i f y them as b e i ng h o n o r a b l y 

d i s c h a r g e d ? 

JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: Y e s . What 

y o u ' r e t a l k i ng a b o u t h e r e i s, t h e i r l i c e n s e 

s e r v e s a p u r p o s e . Our r e a s on f o r l i c e n s e s i s 

b e c a u s e we want t h a t p o l i c e o f f i c e r , t h a t EMT, 

a n y b o d y who comes i n c o n t a c t w i t h a v e t e r a n , 

when t h e y want y o u r d r i v e r s l i c e n s e , you p u l l 

i t o u t , i t w i l l d e s i g n a t e r i g h t on i t t h a t you 

a r e a v e t e r a n . 

What t h e DD-214 i s , a n y b o d y t h a t 

s e r v e s i n o u r n a t i on's m i l i t a r y , upon 

d i s c h a r g e , g e t s a DD-214 . T h a t ' s j u s t a 

number on t h e b o t t o m . That DD-21 4 w i l l 

des c r i be y o u r e n t i r e -- p r e t t y much y o u r 

m i l i t a r y b a c k g r o u n d , i n c l u d i n g w h e t h e r o r n o t 

y o u ' r e d i s c h a r g e d h o n o r a b l y , l e s s t h a n 

h o n o r a b l y , o r d i s h o n o r a b l y . 

What t h e y ' r e t a l k i ng a b o u t h e r e 



i s , i n t h e s t a t e o f D e l a w a r e , t h e r e a r e 

c o m p a n i e s and p r o g r a m s o u t t h e r e f o r t h e 

b e n e f i t o f t h e v e t e r a n . So r a t h e r t h a n t h e 

v e t e r a n h a v i ng t o c a r r y a document a r o u n d , he 

has h i s l i c e n s e . I t j u s t makes a l o t o f 

s e n s e . 

Now, I u n d e r s t a n d , PennDOT i s 

g i v i n g some pus h back on h a v i n g t h e v e t e r a n s -¬

I mean, come o n . What's t h e b i g d e a l ? 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARBIN: T h a t ' s my 

q u e s t i o n . To me, i t seems l i k e t h e g o v e r n o r , 

w i t h a s t r o k e o f a p e n , c o u l d s a y , The 

a p p l i c a t i on f o r m , f r o m now on, w i l l r e q u i r e 

you t o f i l l t h i s o u t . Now, i f he d o e s n ' t , I 

am s u r e we c a n g e t i t t h r o u g h l e g i s l a t i o n . 

But I 'm w o n d e r i ng, i n D e l a w a r e , 

i s n ' t t h i s j u s t done by t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ? 

JUDGE MCCAFFERY: I c a n ' t h o n e s t l y 

s a y t o you how i t came a b o u t . T h e r e a r e e i g h t 

s t a t e s r i g h t now t h a t have a v e t e r a n 

des i g n a t i on on t h e i r l i c e n s e . 

G e n e r a l G o u l d, f r o m t h e g u a r d , 

has been w o r k i n g v e r y h a r d , a l ong w i t h a l l t h e 

m a j o r v e t e r a n s c o m m u n i t i e s . I b e l i e v e t h a t 

PennDOT's e x p l a n a t i o n was, t h e y w o u l d be 



i n u n d a t e d . Wel l , t h i nk a b o u t i t . E v e r y 

v e t e r a n s hows up w i t h t h e i r DD-21 4 f o r m when 

t h e y go t o g e t t h e i r l i c e n s e r e n e w e d . O k a y ? 

And on t h e i r l i c e n s e , t h e r e ' s j u s t a l i t t l e 

b l o c k . I t s ays , U n i t e d S t a t e s mi l i t a r y 

v e t e r a n . 

I d o n ' t s ee how i t ' s a p r o b l e m , 

and i t w o u l d a c t u a l l y s e r v e a g r e a t p u r p o s e 

f o r t h o s e o f us i n l a w -- f o r t h e l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t c o m m u n i t y o u t t h e r e . And by t h e 

way, any o t h e r o p t i o n s , you know, t h a t 

somebody needs t o show t h a t t h e y ' r e a v e t e r a n , 

b e c a u s e you c a n ' t g e t t h e l i c e n s e u n l e s s you 

have a DD-21 4. 

And i f you c a n pus h t h e g o v e r n o r 

on t h a t o r t a l k t o h i m, I s h o u l d s a y , and i f 

t h e g o v e r n o r ' s -- and l o o k , G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t I 

know v e r y w e l l . He's a 2 8 t h D i v i s i o n a l u m , i f 

you w i l l . So, I mean, he's s e r v e d i n o u r 

n a t i o n ' s m i l i t a r y . I'm s u r e h e ' d be r e c e p t i v e 

as w e l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARRAR: I t h i n k we 

have enough M a r i n e s i n t h e room r i g h t now t h a t 

we c o u l d p r o b a b l y s t o r m t h e PennDOT b u i l d i ng 

and g e t i t d o n e . 



JUDGE MCCAFFERY: I had n o t h i n g t o 

do w i t h t h a t . I w a s n ' t a d v o c a t i n g i t . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: We have 

some Army v e t e r a n s h e r e and a l o t o f Navy 

v e t e r a n s , t o o . 

I f t h e r e a r e no o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , 

J u s t i c e M c C a f f e r y , I want t o t h a n k you f o r 

y o u r t e s t i m o n y t o d a y , and t a k e what we've a l l 

been h e a r i n g -- I c a n ' t remember a p u b l i c 

h e a r i n g t h a t we've had where we have had more 

i n f o r m a t i on d i s s e m i n a t e d , b u t a l s o t h e pas s i o n 

amongs t t h e t e s t i f i e r s has been i n c r e d i b l e . I 

t h a n k you f o r y o u r t e s t i mony t o d a y . 

JUDGE MCCAFFERY: L a d i e s and 

g e n t l e m e n , I want t o t h a n k you a l l f o r y o u r 

s e r v i c e . B e i n g a p u b i c s e r v a n t i s s o m e t h i ng 

t h a t most o f us -- i t ' s a bad word anymore, 

b u t I know what goes i n t o i t , and I want t o 

t h a n k you a l l . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: Thank 

y o u . T h i s c o n c l u d e s o u r t e s t i mony f o r t o d a y . 

And I w a n t e d t o t a k e a moment t o 

t ha nk t he c o mmi t t e e s t a f f o n t he J u d i c i a r y 

C o m m i t t e e and t h e V e t e r a n A f f a i r s Commi t t e e 

f o r p u t t i ng t h i s m e e t i n g t o g e t h e r . We've had 



a v e r y , v e r y , v e r y w e l l r u n m e e t i n g . I want 

t o t h a n k you f o r t h a t . 

I a l s o want t o t h a n k t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i on h e r e a t t h e V a l l e y F o r g e 

M i l i t a r y Academy f o r a l l o wi ng us t o have t h i s 

h e a r i n g t o d a y i n s u c h a b e a u t i f u l s e t t i ng h e r e 

i n C h e s t e r C o u n t y . I t e l l y o u , i n a l l t h e 

p l a c e s t h a t we've t r a v e l ed on t h e r o a d , i t 

r e a l l y i s s u c h a g o r g e o u s s e t t i n g . Thank you 

f o r y o u r hos p i t a l i t y . 

And C h a i r m a n C a l t a g i r o n e . 

REPRES ENTATI VE CALTAGIRONE: I 

j u s t want t o t h a n k e v e r y b o d y t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e d 

t o d a y , a n d I k n o w t h a t w e ' v e b e e n o n t h e 

march, t r y i n g t o g e t t h i s e f f e c t u a t e d 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e s t a t e . 

God b l e s s you f o r y o u r s e r v i c e t o 

t h e c o u n t r y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: Thank 

y o u . 

Thank y o u . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve T i n a P i c k e t t , 

comment? I mean D a v i s, I 'm s o r r y . 

REPRES ENTATI VE DAVIS: Thank y o u . 

And i t ' s been a h o n o r f o r me t o be 



h e r e t o d a y . 

I a l s o w a n t e d t o i n v i t e you t o 

B u c k s C o u n t y t h i s w e e k e n d . We a r e h o s t i n g 

S t a n d Down f o r h o m e l e s s v e t s , s t a r t i ng F r i day 

m o r n i n g , 1 1 o ' c l o c k , and i f a n y b o d y w o u l d l i k e 

t o be t h e r e . And I s ee t h a t B u c k s does n ' t 

have a v e t e r a n s c o u r t s o , i f t h e H o n o r a b l e 

J u d g e c a n come and t a l k and b e g . H e l p me up 

t h e r e . 

So i t ' s F r i d a y m o r n i n g t i l l 

S unday, and you c a n w a l k a r o u n d , and w e ' l l be 

h a v i n g a c e r e m o n y a t 1 1 o ' c l o c k on F r i d a y , and 

c l o s i n g , 4 o ' c l ock on S u n d a y . 

Thank y o u . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: C h a i r m a n 

S a i n a t o . 

REPRES ENTATI VE SAI NATO: Thank 

you , C h a i rman B a r r a r . 

I , t o o , w o u l d l i k e t o e c h o 

c o m m e n t s . I t h i n k t h i s was a v e r y 

i n f o r m a t i o n a l m e e t i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

i s s u e . I 'm f r o m L a w r e n c e C o u n t y , and t h e r e ' s 

a v e t e r a n s c o u r t . I d i d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d e x a c t l y 

as much a s , you know, i t g o e s . And a f t e r 

t o d a y ' s m e e t i n g , t o o u r t h r e e j u d g e s who came 



b e f o r e us , t h e y a l l d i d an e x c e l l e n t j o b , v e r y 

t h o r o u g h and e x p l a i n e d t h i s i s s u e . 

And I s u p p o r t t h i s a t h o u s a n d 

p e r c e n t t h e r e , b e c a u s e I t h i n k i t ' s v e r y 

e f f e c t i v e , what I l e a r n e d t o d a y . And I have a 

v e r y h i g h number o f v e t e r a n s i n w e s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , e s p e c i a l l y who's s e r v e d , and I 'm 

w o r k i n g w i t h o u r j u d g e s . I t h i n k t h i s w o u l d 

be a g r e a t t h i n g t o d o . 

S o I t hank e a c h and e v e r y 

t e s t i f i e r . 

The g e n t l eman, I have a l o t o f 

r e s p e c t f o r you f o r c o m m e n t i n g . Y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y was v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o u s , as 

l e g i s l a t o r s , t o u n d e r s t a n d , you know, a 

s u c c e s s s t o r y , you know, what y o u ' v e gone 

t h r o u g h . B e c a u s e v e t e r a n s e r v e o u r c o u n t r y , 

as one o f o u r t e s t i f i e r s s a i d , you p u t t h a t 

u n i f o r m on, you know, y o u ' r e c a l l ed t o g i v e up 

y o u r l i f e f o r o u r f r e e d o m s , and we do owe t h a t 

r e s p e c t t o e v e r y man and woman who's done 

t h a t . So I t h a n k e a c h and e v e r y one o f y o u . 

Thank y o u , C h a i rman B a r r a r . 

JUDGE MCCAFFERY: C h a i r m a n ? 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: Yes , s i r . 



JUS TICE MCCAFFERY: I want t o 

m e n t i o n , f o r t h e r e c o r d , v e t e r a n s e r v i c e 

o f f i c e r f r o m t h e VFW i s c u r r e n t l y s i t t i ng i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a C o u n t y . He's h e r e i n t h e room 

r i g h t now. The VFWs, t h e A m e r i c a n L e g i ons , 

VBA a r e a l s o a v e r y i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h i s 

w h o l e p r o g r a m , and we want t o t h a n k them and 

make s u r e t h e y g e t r e c o g n i t i o n . 

The VFW, t h e y ' r e j u s t f a n t a s t i c 

f o l ks who u n d e r s t a n d t h e p r o b l ems . 

REPRES ENTATI VE BARRAR: Thank y o u , 

J u s t i c e . 

The m e e t i ng s t a n d s a d j o u r n e d . 

Thank y o u . 

( W h e r e u p o n , t h e h e a r i ng c o n c l u d e d 

a t 11:56 a.m.) 

* * * * * 
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p r o c e e d i n g s had and t h e t e s t i m o n y p r o d u c e d ; 

and I f u r t h e r c e r t i f y t h a t t h e f o r e g o i n g i s a 

t r u e and c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t o f my s a i d 

s t e n o g r a p h i c n o t e s . 
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