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P R O C E E D I N G S 

(11:00 a.m.) 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: J u s t so everyone 

knows, the v i d e o t a p e i s r u n n i n g here, r e c o r d i n g t h i s 

h e a r i n g , so everyone's aware. 

And so once a g a i n , good m o r n i n g . The House 

B i l l 369 would amend the Crimes Code t o make i t a 

crime t o a l l o w a minor t o use an i n d o o r t a n n i n g 

d e v i c e . The crime sponsor i s h e r e . Good m o r n i n g . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e RoseMarie Swanger, and then we've asked 

her t o j o i n , and I want t o ask you t o come up and g i v e 

some comments on the b i l l . And i f you can come on up 

here t o the f r o n t . Then you're c e r t a i n l y welcome then 

t o j o i n the p a n e l i f you would l i k e over here w i t h the 

committee, o k a y . 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: Thank you v e r y 

much. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: B e f o r e we do t h a t , 

I want t o i n t r o d u c e and have each member i n t r o d u c e 

themselves t h a t are p r e s e n t w i t h us t o d a y . I f we 

c o u l d s t a r t t o my r i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Good a f t e r n o o n . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Bryan C u t l e r , s o u t h e r n L a n c a s t e r 

County, 100th D i s t r i c t .  



REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Marcy 

Toepel f o r the 147th L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t , w e s t e r n 

Montgomery Cou n t y . 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: Good morning, e v e r y o n e . 

Dave M c G l a u g h l i n , J u d i c i a r y Committee s t a f f . 

MR. TYLER: D a v i d T y l e r , J u d i c i a r y Committee 

s t a f f . 

REPRESENTATIVE CALTAGIRONE: Tom C a l t a g i r o n e 

r e p r e s e n t i n g the f i r s t county, 1 2 7 t h . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: My c o u n t e r p a r t 

C h a i r , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a l t a g i r o n e . I am Ron M a r s i c o 

from Dauphin C o u n t y . 

MR. BOOP: I'm Ryan Boop w i t h the J u d i c i a r y 

Committee s t a f f . 

MS. ORAZI: E l i z a b e t h O r a z i , J u d i c i a r y 

Committee s t a f f . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Swanger, go ahead and make your comments. 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: Y e s . Thank you, 

Chairman M a r s i c o . As you s a i d , my name i s RoseMarie 

Swanger. I am a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e from House D i s t r i c t 

102, which i s a g r e a t p o r t i o n of Lebanon Cou n t y . 

Chairman M a r s i c o , Chairman C a l t a g i r o n e and 

committee members, thank you f o r a g r e e i n g t o h o l d t h i s 

h e a r i n g on my b i l l and f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o address 



you t h i s m o r n i n g . I'm here today as prime sponsor of 

House B i l l 369, which i s l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would 

p r e v e n t any b u s i n e s s from a l l o w i n g persons under the 

age of 18 from u s i n g i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s . I d i d n ' t 

have t o l o o k v e r y f a r t o f i n d the impetus f o r t h i s 

b i l l , and now I'd l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e you t o my 

s i s t e r - i n - l a w , Sharon, who I w i l l t e l l you about i n a 

m i n u t e . Stand S h a r o n . 

Sharon Swanger i s the m i r a c l e i n our f a m i l y . 

In August of 2002, she saw a d e r m a t o l o g i s t t o have her 

s k i n examined, and t h e r e was a s u s p i c i o u s mole at t h a t 

t i m e , and a f t e r i t was s e n t away, the r e s u l t s came 

back t h a t , i n d e e d , i t was c a n c e r o u s . So the d o c t o r 

removed i t and thought t h a t he got a l l of the 

cancerous c e l l s because h i s e x a c t words t o her were, 

" I t h i n k we got the h o r s e b e f o r e i t l e f t the b a r n . " 

W e l l , low and b e h o l d , we l a t e r found out he d i d n o t , 

because i n J u l y of 2008, she was r u s h e d t o the Hershey 

M e d i c a l C e n t e r , and a f t e r t e s t i n g got the bad news 

t h a t she i n d e e d had Stage IV melanoma, which i s v e r y 

o f t e n a death s e n t e n c e . And t o t e l l you the t r u t h , I 

f e a r e d t h a t we would l o s e h e r ; t h a t she wouldn't make 

i t t h r o u g h . But she was v e r y determined, and I t h i n k 

her a t t i t u d e and the a t t i t u d e of so many cancer 

p a t i e n t s i s of prime importance i n b e a t i n g t h i s 



d i s e a s e , because she s a i d , "I'm not g o i n g t o l e t i t 

get me. I'm g o i n g t o see my c h i l d r e n get m a r r i e d . 

I'm g o i n g t o see my g r a n d c h i l d r e n , and I'm g o i n g t o 

s l a y t h i s b e a s t . " And, i n d e e d , she f o r now t h r e e 

y e a r s has been c a n c e r - f r e e . Her t h i r d a n n i v e r s a r y 

w i l l be coming up i n August thanks t o the w o n d e r f u l 

t r e a t m e n t she r e c e i v e d a t the Hershey M e d i c a l C e n t e r , 

her o u t s t a n d i n g p h y s i c i a n s , some o f whom w i l l t e s t i f y 

l a t e r i n t h i s h e a r i n g . 

A c c o r d i n g t o l a s t y e a r ' s p u b l i c a t i o n e n t i t l e d 

Cancer Epidemiology, Bio^arkers and Prevention, p e o p l e 

who have ever used t a n n i n g machines were 74 p e r c e n t 

more l i k e l y t o d e v e l o p melanoma than o t h e r s . 

Co-author M a r t i n W e i n s t o c k o f Brown U n i v e r s i t y S c h o o l 

o f M e d i c i n e s t a t e s , t h o s e who tanned the most f o r t e n 

y e a r s or more had more than t w i c e the r i s k o f melanoma 

compared w i t h p e o p l e who have never used t a n n i n g b e d s . 

Many o f us i n our younger y e a r s e n j o y e d 

s u n n i n g o u r s e l v e s a t the beach i n the hope o f 

a c h i e v i n g t h a t g o l d e n g l o w . People who d i d so and had 

t h a t c o l o r t o t h e i r s k i n were o f t e n d e s c r i b e d as 

l o o k i n g and p e r c e i v e d t o be h e a l t h i e r , but we are now 

f i n d i n g t h a t d e s c r i p t i o n t o be a n y t h i n g but a c c u r a t e . 

In t h i s e r a o f get-it-done-now, the c u r r e n t 

g e n e r a t i o n has f o u n d a way t o c i r c u m v e n t even the day 



a t t he beach by l y i n g i n a t a n n i n g b e d . W h i l e t h e s e 

beds cannot r e p l a c e a p e a c e f u l day a t the sea, what 

th e y have been a b l e t o e f f e c t i v e l y r e p l i c a t e i s the 

sun's h a r m f u l r a y s . What you're about t o hear i s 

t e s t i m o n y as t o why House B i l l 369 s h o u l d be 

c o n s i d e r e d and e v e n t u a l l y become l a w . 

There i s one pers o n I need t o mention who 

c o u l d n o t be w i t h us today, but I'm ho p i n g i s w a t c h i n g 

t h i s h e a r i n g t h r o u g h my w e b s i t e . Monday a f t e r n o o n a 

woman named Donna Helm Regen p o s t e d a v i d e o on my 

l e g i s l a t i v e Facebook page. Donna l i v e s i n A l l e n , 

Texas and r e c e n t l y got word o f my l e g i s l a t i o n . She 

o f f e r e d her s u p p o r t and wanted t o know what she c o u l d 

do f r o m a f a r . I'd l i k e t o show you t h a t v i d e o r i g h t 

now. 

( P l a y i n g v i d e o . ) 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: As you can see from 

the d a t e s i n t h a t v i d e o , her daughter was o n l y 30 

ye a r s o l d when she passed away from melanoma. Donna, 

i f you are w a t c h i n g , we're s o r r y f o r your l o s s , and 

w e ' l l do what we can t o p r e v e n t t h i s from happening 

t o o t h e r s here i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Members of the committee, I a p p r e c i a t e your 

t a k i n g t h e time t o hear from the f o l l o w i n g t e s t i f i e r s , 

and I hope t h a t I w i l l be b e f o r e you i n the v e r y near 



f u t u r e t o have t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n t a ken up by the House 

J u d i c i a r y Committee. In t h a t v e i n , I do need t o 

mention one t h i n g : I want t o as s u r e you t h a t i f t h i s 

b i l l i s c o n s i d e r e d i n committee, I i n t e n d t o o f f e r an 

amendment t o change the p e n a l t y from c r i m i n a l t o 

c i v i l . V i o l a t o r s s h o u l d be f i n e d and a t some p o i n t 

l o s e t h e i r l i c e n s e , but I don't i n t e n d f o r anyone t o 

go t o j a i l f o r such a v i o l a t i o n . 

Thank you a g a i n , and I w i l l t a k e any 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t you may h a v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: I want t o 

acknowledge R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S h e r y l D e l o z i e r from 

Cumberland County who j o i n e d u s . Good m o r n i n g . Do 

any members have q u e s t i o n s of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Swanger 

at t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e ? A q u e s t i o n ? Yes, D a v i d . 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: You mentioned t h a t you 

were g o i n g t o o f f e r an amendment t o change i t t o a 

c i v i l p e n a l t y , i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: Y e s . 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: T h i s i s a T i t l e 18 B i l l 

where we r e w r i t e the b i l l e n t i r e l y and put i t i n a 

d i f f e r e n t t i t l e p e r h a p s ? 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: Yes, t o a c i v i l 

p e n a l t y , y e s . I t was my o v e r s i g h t . I was e x p e c t i n g 

the b i l l t o go t o the H e a l t h Committee, and when I 



found out i t was g o i n g t o j u d i c i a r y , I d i s c o v e r e d 

t h a t the p e n a l t y was, i n f a c t , c r i m i n a l . So I 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h i s b i l l w i l l p o s s i b l y have t o be 

r e f e r r e d t o another committee, but I'm here now, and 

I want t o j u s t a s s u r e you t h a t was my i n t e n t i o n . 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: Okay. May I ask a 

t e c h n i c a l q u e s t i o n on the b i l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: You may. I hope I 

can answer i t . 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: S i n c e we're o f f e r i n g an 

amendment, t h e r e ' s j u s t a c o u p l e of t h i n g s t h a t when 

we meet, the s t a f f , and have some c o n c e r n s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y I d i d n ' t have time t o meet, so I wonder 

i f we can address them i n the amendments. On l i n e 11 

of the b i l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: Okay. 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: We use the word p e r m i t s . 

Are we t h i n k i n g l i k e of i n t e n t i o n a l l y p e r m i t s , 

knowing, s h o u l d have known? What l e v e l of p e r m i t are 

we s p e a k i n g t o i n t h i s language? 

MS. SWANGER: W e l l , i t i s my hope t h a t when 

a young per s o n goes t o a t a n n i n g s a l o n and as t a n n i n g 

s a l o n o p e r a t o r s s h o u l d be aware of t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , 

t h e y w i l l r e q u i r e p r o o f of age. 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: Okay.  



MS. SWANGER: So i f they don't do t h a t and 

would a l l o w a per s o n under 18 t o d o , t o do the 

t a n n i n g t h e y w o u l d , of c o u r s e , be i n v i o l a t i o n and 

s u b j e c t t o p e n a l t y . 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: Okay. And f o r g i v e me, I 

mean the utmost r e s p e c t . What i f I am, what i f I own 

a home and I have an i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e i n my own 

home and I'm away f o r the weekend and say my daughter 

b r i n g s someone i n t o use t h a t d e v i c e , am I 

p e r m i t t i n g . . . 

MS. SWANGER: T h i s i s aimed a t b u s i n e s s e s . 

MR. McGLAUGHLIN: Okay. Okay, f a i r enough. 

Thank y o u . Thank you v e r y much, ma'am. 

MS. SWANGER: S u r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s 

by members, s t a f f ? Okay, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , we're g o i n g 

t o -- you're c e r t a i n l y welcome t o j o i n us up h e r e , 

o k a y . 

We're ready f o r the t e s t i m o n y now from the 

p a n e l s . We've d i v i d e d the speakers i n t o f o u r p a n e l s . 

I ask t h a t each of our speakers and each p a n e l l i m i t 

t h e i r comments t o f i v e minutes or l e s s , and then a f t e r 

each speaker on the p a n e l completes t h e i r t e s t i m o n y 

w e ' l l then open i t up f o r q u e s t i o n s . I a l s o would ask 

the members of the committee t o l i m i t t h e i r q u e s t i o n s . 



The l a s t time we went t o one q u e s t i o n and t h a t s o r t of 

worked out u n t i l the c h a i r -- w e l l , some of the 

members got a l i t t l e c a r r i e d away w i t h t h a t . So I'm 

j u s t a s k i n g you t o a t l e a s t keep t h a t i n m ind. We 

want t o -- we have a time frame h e r e . I t h i n k u n t i l 

12:45, so i f everyone can c e r t a i n l y a b i d e by t h o s e 

g u i d e l i n e s , I'd a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

Now, our f i r s t p a n e l w i l l be -- c e r t a i n l y 

you're welcome t o come up h e r e . We p r o b a b l y need t o 

have some more c h a i r s up h e r e . I f we can arrange 

t h o s e c h a i r s , the c h a i r s up h e r e . The f i r s t p a n e l i s 

Renee F o l k , a melanoma cancer s u r v i v o r . You're 

c e r t a i n l y welcome t o come up , Renee. Amy S i l v i s , a l s o 

a melanoma cancer s u r v i v o r . And K a i t l y n n e K l i n e , 

M i s s L a u r e l H i g h l a n d s ' O u t s t a n d i n g Teen, 2011. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o y o u . Welcome. And a l s o -- I t h i n k 

the t h r e e of you, r i g h t ? I s t h a t r i g h t ? Okay. 

M i s s F o l k , I b e l i e v e you're up f i r s t , and i f you'd 

l i k e t o b e g i n , go r i g h t ahead. 

MS. FOLK: My name i s Renee F o l k and a t the 

age of 32 I can say t h a t I'm a proud melanoma 

s u r v i v o r . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Is your microphone 

on? I s t h e r e a green b u t t o n --

MS. FOLK: Yeah, a green b u t t o n .  



REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: -- or green l i g h t ? 

Come up a l i t t l e c l o s e r i f you c o u l d . Thanks. 

MS. FOLK: Is t h a t b e t t e r ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: That's b e t t e r . 

Much b e t t e r . 

MS. FOLK: My name i s Renee F o l k , and a t the 

age of 32 I can say t h a t I'm a proud melanoma cancer 

s u r v i v o r . I s t a r t e d t o use i n d o o r t a n n i n g beds at 

the age of 16. I was never ever t o l d of the dangers 

t h a t I may i n c u r from u s i n g i n d o o r t a n n i n g b e d s . In 

f a c t , I was t o l d t h a t i t was b e t t e r and s a f e r than 

t a n n i n g i n the s u n . I was i n f o r m e d t h a t the UV r a y s 

from i n d o o r t a n n i n g beds were much s a f e r than the 

s u n . I was a l s o i n f o r m e d t h a t i t was b e t t e r t o get a 

base t a n b e f o r e you a c t u a l l y do go i n the s u n . 

I used i n d o o r t a n n i n g beds almost f o u r months 

of the y e a r , f i v e days a week, a l l the way up t o my 

d i a g n o s i s a t the age of 28. I d i d n ' t r e a l i z e t h a t 

each time I got i n t o the t a n n i n g bed I was p l a y i n g a 

p o t e n t i a l l y d e a d l y game of R u s s i a n r o u l e t t e . 

I had a mole on the top of my head t h a t I had 

b i o p s i e d by D r . Dowd at the W i l l i a m s p o r t H o s p i t a l . On 

my28th b i r t h d a y I got the c a l l t h a t l i t e r a l l y made my 

knees go weak and t h a t would change my l i f e f o r e v e r . 

D r . Dowd i n f o r m e d me t h a t I had Stage I I m a l i g n a n t 



melanoma. Her e x a c t words were i f I d i d not get i t 

t r e a t e d , I would be dead i n t h r e e y e a r s . That s t a r t e d 

my j o u r n e y of g o i n g t o D a n v i l l e M e d i c a l C e n t e r f o r 

many t r i p s on an almost d a i l y b a s i s t o the o n c o l o g i s t , 

g e n e r a l surgeon and p l a s t i c s u r g e o n . In f a c t , I was 

s t i l l t a n n i n g a t an i n d o o r t a n n i n g bed when I went f o r 

my f i r s t v i s i t t o the d o c t o r s . I was somewhat i n 

d e n i a l a t t h a t p o i n t i n t i m e ; t h a t i s , u n t i l 

D r . B e r t s c h , my g e n e r a l surgeon, l i t e r a l l y screamed at 

me, "Do you not r e a l i z e what you have can k i l l y o u ? " 

Having a d o c t o r f u l l of rage and concern and 

compassion y e l l i n g a t you can snap you i n t o r e a l i t y 

v e r y q u i c k l y , I must s a y . B e i n g so young and h a v i n g 

such an advanced form of s k i n c ancer, a l l my d o c t o r s , 

i n c l u d i n g my d e r m a t o l o g i s t , f i r m l y b e l i e v e d t h a t my 

use of i n d o o r t a n n i n g beds p l a y e d a major r o l e i n my 

d i a g n o s i s . 

On September 20, I f i r s t went i n f o r lymph 

node mapping. They s t u c k s i x l a r g e n e e d l e s f u l l of 

r a d i o a c t i v e dye i n the mole on my head t o f i n d what 

lymph nodes went t o the mole on my h e a d . That, I must 

say, was an e x t r e m e l y p a i n f u l and u n p l e a s a n t p r o c e s s . 

Then I went i n f o r a s i x - h o u r s u r g e r y t o remove the 

mole on my s c a l p and a l a r g e p o r t i o n around i t . T h i s 

a l s o i n v o l v e d the removal of two lymph n o d e s . I ended 



up w i t h 160 s t i t c h e s i n my head and 80 i n my neck. 

S i n c e then I have permanent nerve damage from the 

removal of t h o s e lymph n o d e s . My melanoma d i d not 

o n l y a f f e c t me, i t a f f e c t e d everyone around me. My 

mother would weep i n p r i v a t e because i t was so h a r d 

and p a i n f u l t o watch me, her youngest daughter, her 

baby, t o have t o f i g h t c a n c e r . I would go t o her 

a f t e r each d o c t o r v i s i t . I would c r y and weep over 

the f e a r s t h a t I had, y e t i n f r o n t of me my mother had 

t o remain s t r o n g . I t a f f e c t e d my b o y f r i e n d a t the 

t i m e , ( t h e one who had found the mole on my head) t o 

watch t h e g i r l he l o v e d have t o go t h r o u g h e v e r y t h i n g 

t h a t I d i d . I t had an a f f e c t on everyone i n my f a m i l y 

and e v e r y s i n g l e one of my f r i e n d s . 

So, yes, you must remember melanoma -- w e l l , 

c a ncer i n g e n e r a l , has an a f f e c t on not j u s t the one 

who has c a n c e r , but everyone t h a t t h e y have i n t h e i r 

l i v e s . 

I w i l l be c e l e b r a t i n g f i v e y e a r s of b e i n g 

c a n c e r - f r e e t h i s J u l y 25th, y e t the e f f e c t s of h a v i n g 

been i n t h o s e t a n n i n g beds s t i l l haunt me. The 

d o c t o r s i n f o r m e d me s i n c e I was d i a g n o s e d a t such a 

young age the l i k e l i h o o d of me g e t t i n g i t a g a i n i s 

s i g n i f i c a n t . The f e a r has stopped me from w a n t i n g t o 

have any c h i l d r e n . I do not want any c h i l d of mine t o 



have t o one day watch me go through what I went 

thr o u g h b e f o r e , or t o p o s s i b l y watch me d i e from 

melanoma. And, yes, melanoma does k i l l . E v e r y time I 

get a b i o p s y done and th e y f i n d a s u s p i c i o u s mole, I 

am on p i n s and n e e d l e s u n t i l I get t h a t c a l l back t h a t 

e v e r y t h i n g came back o k a y . I so d e s p e r a t e l y w i s h I 

c o u l d go back i n time and t e l l my16-year-old s e l f not 

to go t o thos e i n d o o r t a n n i n g b e d s . I would t e l l 

m y s e l f t h a t one day the r e s u l t s of g e t t i n g i n t o t h o s e 

t a n n i n g beds would be can c e r , and i t would change the 

r e s t of my l i f e . 

So, yes, I d e s p e r a t e l y f e e l t h a t t h i s b i l l 

s h o u l d be p a s s e d . I t i s g r e a t l y needed! I t r u l y 

b e l i e v e the use of i n d o o r UV t a n n i n g f a c i l i t i e s s h o u l d 

be banned f o r minors under the age of 18. Mi n o r s are 

not aware of the l o n g - t e r m e f f e c t s t h a t i n d o o r t a n n i n g 

has on t h e i r b o d i e s . There i s not enough awareness 

and e d u c a t i o n f o r our youth t o make the r i g h t 

d e c i s i o n . T h i s i s why a law s h o u l d be passed t o 

p r e v e n t minors from even h a v i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

damage t h e i r body. No one, e s p e c i a l l y young t e e n a g e r s 

and a d u l t s l i k e m y s e l f , s h o u l d have t o go thr o u g h the 

extreme p h y s i c a l and e m o t i o n a l burden t h a t s k i n cancer 

c r e a t e s . I s t r o n g l y b e l i e v e our youth s h o u l d be 

p r o t e c t e d from the many dangers i n d o o r t a n n i n g c a u s e s . 



Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: M i s s S i l v i s . 

MS. SILVIS: Mr. Chairman, committee members 

and g u e s t s . My name i s Amy S i l v i s , and I want t o 

thank you f o r a l l o w i n g me the o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak t o 

you t o d a y . As a melanoma s u r v i v o r , I am a p a s s i o n a t e 

advocate f o r the p r e v e n t i o n of s k i n c a n c e r s and 

s t r o n g l y d i s a p p r o v e of i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s . For 

w i t h o u t them I b e l i e v e t h a t I would have been s p a r e d 

the t r a g e d y of b a t t l i n g Stage I I I melanoma. 

For many p e o p l e , January 23, 2009 was j u s t 

a nother d a y . For me i t i s a day t h a t I w i l l never 

f o r g e t . A phone c a l l e a r l y t h a t morning from my 

d e r m a t o l o g i s t changed my l i f e f o r e v e r -- a mole b i o p s y 

t a k e n j u s t two days p r i o r r e v e a l e d a m a l i g n a n t 

melanoma. At 2 8 - y e a r s - o l d , I had j u s t l e a r n e d t h a t my 

d i a g n o s i s was c a n c e r . P l e a s e l e t me be c l e a r . I d i d 

not get t o t h i s p o i n t by making smart c h o i c e s w i t h 

r e g a r d t o the h e a l t h of my s k i n . I am as g u i l t y as 

the n e x t p e r s o n f o r not always p r o t e c t i n g my s k i n from 

sun exposure o u t d o o r s , and I used t a n n i n g beds 

th r o u g h o u t my e a r l y 2 0 s . I r e g r e t e v e r y minute I 

spent f r y i n g my s k i n w i t h UV r a d i a t i o n . 

B i o l o g i c a l l y s p e a k i n g , I am a w a l k i n g r i s k 

f a c t o r f o r melanoma: B l o n d h a i r , b l u e eyes, and the 



p a l e s t s k i n tone d o t t e d w i t h f r e c k l e s and m o l e s . As a 

teenager and a young a d u l t , I never thought t w i c e 

about i t . S o c i e t y and peer p r e s s u r e s a i d t h a t t o l o o k 

" r i g h t " I needed t o be t a n . My f a m i l y t r i e d t o warn 

me about the dangers of t a n n i n g , e s p e c i a l l y when I 

began t o use t a n n i n g beds at the age of 20, but I 

chose t o i g n o r e them. Once I got p a s t the i n i t i a l 

sunburn t h a t never f a i l e d t o appear i n my f i r s t few 

t a n n i n g s e s s i o n s , I would b e g i n t o d e v e l o p t h a t g o l d e n 

brown g l o w . L o o k i n g t a n was h e a l t h y , r i g h t ? The more 

times I went t a n n i n g the b e t t e r I f e l t . I wanted the 

c o l o r t o become even d e e p e r . I never l o o k e d t a n 

enough. L o o k i n g back at p i c t u r e s of m y s e l f a t t h a t 

p o i n t i n t i m e , however, I cannot h e l p but c r i t i c i z e a t 

how u n n a t u r a l my s k i n a p p e a r s . I went from t a n n i n g 

j u s t a few times over a m a t t e r of weeks t o t a n n i n g 

s e v e r a l days i n a week. The s a l o n s never d i s c o u r a g e d 

me from i t , d e s p i t e my n a t u r a l p a l e s k i n . Why would 

t h e y ? Each time I v i s i t e d them they were making 

s a l e s . 

I am a P e n n s y l v a n i a n a t i v e growing up i n the 

s m a l l town of B r a d f o r d i n McKean C o u n t y . A f t e r 

g r a d u a t i n g c o l l e g e i n 2003, I moved t o the Washington, 

DC a r e a t o a t t e n d g r a d s c h o o l and b e g i n my 

p r o f e s s i o n a l c a r e e r as a computer f o r e n s i c  



i n v e s t i g a t o r . F i v e y e a r s l a t e r , I moved t o so u t h 

F l o r i d a f o r b r i g h t e r days and warmer w e a t h e r . J u s t 

f o u r months a f t e r I a r r i v e d , I n o t i c e d t h a t a mole on 

the back of my l e f t s h o u l d e r -- one t h a t had been 

t h e r e s i n c e b i r t h -- had s t a r t e d t o change i n 

app e a r a n c e . I t was g e t t i n g l a r g e r i n s i z e , c h a n g i n g 

from a u n i f o r m brown c o l o r t o r e d and b l a c k and the 

b o r d e r s were a s y m m e t r i c a l . I n s t i n c t t o l d me t h a t 

something was t e r r i b l y wrong. The r e a l i t y was t h a t I 

d i d not have h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e so t h e r e was no p o s s i b l e 

way t o have a m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n a l check i t o u t . 

A f t e r l e a v i n g my j o b i n DC, I p a i d COBRA 

premiums t o keep my h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e u n t i l I found new 

employment. What I d i d not a n t i c i p a t e was a t a n k i n g 

economy and r i s i n g unemployment r a t e s . At a c o s t of 

almost $500 per month and no income, I c o u l d no l o n g e r 

a f f o r d t h e COBRA premium. I was a h e a l t h y young woman 

w i t h no c h r o n i c m e d i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , so I d e c i d e d t o 

drop the i n s u r a n c e i n August of 2008. 

A f t e r s e v e r a l months and hundreds of j o b 

a p p l i c a t i o n s , I was f i n a l l y o f f e r e d a j o b w i t h h e a l t h 

i n s u r a n c e b e n e f i t s on my 28th b i r t h d a y -- October 13, 

2008. I made an appointment w i t h a p r i m a r y c a r e 

p h y s i c i a n so t h a t he c o u l d r e f e r me t o a 

d e r m a t o l o g i s t , i f n e c e s s a r y . The p h y s i c i a n took a  



l o o k a t my worrisome mole and t o l d me, yes, i t s h o u l d 

be l o o k e d a t by a d e r m a t o l o g i s t , but he d i d not 

b e l i e v e i t was melanoma. T h i s eased my f e a r s 

somewhat, so I d e c i d e d t o h o l d o f f on making t h a t 

appointment t o have my s k i n c h e c k e d . By December the 

mole had gone from bad t o w o r s e . I t was now 

u l c e r a t e d , c r a c k e d and b l e e d i n g , and no amount of home 

t o p i c a l t r e a t m e n t would make i t h e a l . I began t o 

p a n i c and c a l l e d a d e r m a t o l o g i s t . She c o u l d not get 

me i n f o r an appointment u n t i l mid January, 2009. 

On J a n u a r y 2 1 s t , 2009, I f i n a l l y saw the 

d e r m a t o l o g i s t . She took one l o o k a t the mole and s a i d 

i t needed t o be b i o p s i e d i m m e d i a t e l y , a l o n g w i t h 

another mole i n the m i d d l e of my back t h a t I was 

c o m p l e t e l y unaware o f . Two days l a t e r , w h i l e making 

b r e a k f a s t , my c e l l phone r a n g . The c a l l e r I.D. 

i n d i c a t e d i t was my d e r m a t o l o g i s t . Deep down I knew 

what she was c a l l i n g t o t e l l me, and I f r o z e i n f e a r . 

I l e t i t go t o v o i c e m a i l w h i l e I g a t h e r e d my courage 

t o f a c e the news I was about t o h e a r . A few minutes 

l a t e r I f o r c e d m y s e l f t o l i s t e n t o the message: "Amy, 

t h i s i s D r . S i p e r s t e i n . P l e a s e c a l l me as soon as you 

get t h i s message. I t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t I speak t o 

y o u . " I took a deep b r e a t h and c a l l e d her b a c k . She 

had the r e s u l t s of my b i o p s i e s . The mole removed from 



the m i d d l e of my back was a t y p i c a l , but b e n i g n . 

However, the mole from my l e f t s h o u l d e r was a 

m a l i g n a n t melanoma. She went on t o t e l l me about a 

s u r g i c a l o n c o l o g i s t t h a t she was r e f e r r i n g me t o f o r 

f o l l o w u p , but I was now i n a s t a t e of s h o c k . 

We hung up the phone and I went about my 

b u s i n e s s . I st e p p e d i n t o the shower when i t sudd e n l y 

h i t me. I thought t o m y s e l f , " D id she j u s t say I have 

c a n c e r ? I ca n ' t have c a n c e r . I'm too young." I 

c o l l a p s e d r i g h t t h e r e i n the shower t e a r s p o u r i n g from 

my e y e s . Oh, my God, I have c a n c e r . I had no s u p p o r t 

system i n F l o r i d a , no f a m i l y , and o n l y a few f r i e n d s 

t h a t I had j u s t r e c e n t l y met. 

My mom, s i s t e r and b e s t f r i e n d f l e w down from 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t o be w i t h me w h i l e the o n c o l o g i s t r a n 

m u l t i p l e t e s t s t o determine the e x t e n t of the 

melanoma. A f t e r a PET scan, CT scan, c h e s t x - r a y , 

b l o o d t e s t s , s u r g i c a l i n c i s i o n s on the p r i m a r y tumor 

and a s e n t i n e l node b i o p s y , my cancer was d i a g n o s e d as 

Stage I I I melanoma. The p r i m a r y tumor was f o u r 

m i l l i m e t e r s t h i c k and the s e n t i n e l node b i o p s i e d 

t e s t e d p o s i t i v e f o r c a n c e r . 

W i t h t h e s e r e s u l t s , I made the d e c i s i o n t o 

move back t o P e n n s y l v a n i a and l i v e w i t h my p a r e n t s . 

There was no p o s s i b l e way I c o u l d undergo t r e a t m e n t 



w h i l e l i v i n g on my own 1,500 m i l e s aware from my 

b i g g e s t s u p p o r t s y s t e m . My s u r g i c a l o n c o l o g i s t i n 

F l o r i d a r e f e r r e d me t o R o s w e l l Park Cancer I n s t i t u t e 

i n B u f f a l o , New York f o r ongoing t r e a t m e n t . S h o r t l y 

a f t e r I a r r i v e d home, I went back i n t o s u r g e r y f o r a 

complete l e f t a x i l l a r y node d i s s e c t i o n . 70 lymph 

nodes were removed from under my l e f t arm, back and 

c h e s t . T h i r t y - t w o of t h o s e nodes t e s t e d p o s i t i v e f o r 

c a n c e r . My d i a g n o s i s became more s p e c i f i c : Stage 

I I I - C melanoma and was e l e v a t e d t o a v e r y h i g h r i s k . 

F o l l o w i n g s u r g e r y , I underwent 23 r a d i a t i o n 

t r e a t m e n t s and 12 months of immunotherapy which 

i n v o l v e d t a k i n g the drug I n t e r f e r o n A l p h a - 2 B . I 

completed the e n t i r e y e a r - l o n g course of I n t e r f e r o n , 

but not w i t h o u t s i g n i f i c a n t adverse e f f e c t s . I 

d e v e l o p e d h y p e r t h y r o i d i s m which t r i g g e r e d c a r d i a c 

problems: A t r i a l f l u t t e r and t a c h y c a r d i a , s i g n i f i c a n t 

weight l o s s and l o s s of a l l my l o n g h a i r . I d e v e l o p e d 

p s o r i a s i s on my s c a l p and s e v e r e j o i n t p a i n t h a t was 

the e a r l y onset of r h e u m a t o i d a r t h r i t i s . The s i l v e r 

l i n i n g i s t h a t t h e s e e f f e c t s were a l l autoimmune 

responses t o the I n t e r f e r o n -- a p o s i t i v e i n d i c a t i o n 

t h a t I w i l l s u r v i v e t h i s melanoma. 

I completed my t r e a t m e n t i n J u l y of 2010, and 

I am happy t o r e p o r t t h a t a l l subsequent scans and  



checkups i n d i c a t e t h a t I am c a n c e r - f r e e ! W h i l e I 

c e l e b r a t e my s u r v i v o r s h i p , t h e r e i s a l s o a l i n g e r i n g 

f e a r t h a t a t any time the cancer c o u l d come b a c k . I 

f e a r the sun t h a t I once worshiped, and I f e e l anger 

e v e r y time I pass a t a n n i n g s a l o n or hear t h a t 

somebody i s g o i n g t a n n i n g . 

My body i s s t i l l r e c o v e r i n g from the 18 

months of t o r t u r e i t had t o e n d u r e . My h a i r i s s l o w l y 

growing back, my i n c i s i o n s have h e a l e d , and I am no 

l o n g e r b e i n g poked by n e e d l e s e v e r y s i n g l e d a y . 

However, the f i v e - i n c h s c a r on my l e f t s h o u l d e r and 

m u l t i p l e s c a r s from i n c i s i o n s and d r a i n s under my l e f t 

arm r e m a i n . Thanks t o the h i g h doses of r a d i a t i o n t o 

my l e f t s h o u l d e r , I a c t u a l l y have a permanent t a n 

because the r a d i a t i o n not o n l y k i l l e d the c a n c e r , but 

i t damaged my h e a l t h y s k i n c e l l s , t o o . I t c r e a t e d 

t h i c k s c a r t i s s u e which makes my underarm f e e l l i k e a 

r o c k because the r a d i a t i o n a r e a i n c l u d e d some b r e a s t 

t i s s u e . I am now a t h i g h - r i s k f o r d e v e l o p i n g b r e a s t 

c a n c e r , and I must get annual mammograms at the r i p e 

o l d age of 3 0 . Removal of so many lymph nodes has put 

me a t a l i f e t i m e r i s k of d e v e l o p i n g lymphedema i n my 

l e f t arm. I wear a m e d i c a l a l e r t b r a c e l e t because I 

can no l o n g e r have b l o o d p r e s s u r e , i n j e c t i o n s or 

i n t r a v e n o u s a c c e s s completed on t h a t arm.  



J u s t r e c e n t l y I r e c e i v e d a minor b i t e wound 

on my l e f t hand from our new four-month o l d Boxer 

puppy. Under normal c i r c u m s t a n c e s , i t would not 

r e q u i r e a t r i p t o the emergency room; however, because 

an i n f e c t i o n c o u l d t r i g g e r the c h r o n i c s w e l l i n g of 

lymphedema, I found m y s e l f s i t t i n g i n our l o c a l 

i mmediate-care f a c i l i t y h a v i n g my hands scrubbed w i t h 

an a n t i s e p t i c c l e a n s e r , c o v e r e d i n a n t i b i o t i c ointment 

and wrapped i n r i d i c u l o u s amounts of gauze f o r 

something t h a t s h o u l d have o n l y needed a s m a l l 

a d h e s i v e bandage. I l e f t w i t h a p r e s c r i p t i o n i n hand 

f o r o r a l a n t i b i o t i c s as a p r o p h y l a x i s f o r any p o s s i b l e 

i n f e c t i o n . When I r e a c h my one-year a n n i v e r s a r y of 

c o m p l e t i n g t r e a t m e n t t h i s coming J u l y , I w i l l have t o 

undergo s u r g e r y one more time t o have the m e d i c a l p o r t 

removed from my r i g h t c h e s t w a l l . 

D e s p i t e a l l t he p a i n and s u f f e r i n g I have 

endured, I s t i l l thank God e v e r y day t h a t I am a l i v e 

and f o r g i v i n g me a second chance t o use my e x p e r i e n c e 

as a g i f t t o o t h e r s . I have made l i f e - c h a n g i n g 

d e c i s i o n s as a r e s u l t of s u r v i v i n g c a n c e r . I have 

r e t u r n e d t o s c h o o l t o become a r e g i s t e r e d n u r s e , and I 

p l a n t o s p e c i a l i z e i n on c o l o g y so t h a t I may h e l p and 

su p p o r t f u t u r e cancer p a t i e n t s as my nurse d i d f o r me. 

I use my s t o r y as a melanoma s u r v i v o r t o educate the 



p u b l i c on the importance of p r o t e c t i n g your s k i n and 

the dangers of t a n n i n g . I have spent numerous hours 

i n my l o c a l s c h o o l s t o educate our c h i l d r e n on sun 

s a f e t y and s k i n c ancer p r e v e n t i o n . I cannot change 

the p a s t , but, i n h i n d s i g h t , I wish I had never used a 

t a n n i n g b e d . I hope I l i v e t o see the day t h a t i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g d e v i c e s d i s a p p e a r a l t o g e t h e r , and I w i l l 

a dvocate a g a i n s t them f o r as l o n g as I am on t h i s 

e a r t h and have a v o i c e . 

I am i n f u l l s u p p o r t of House B i l l 369, 

amending S e c t i o n 6911 of T i t l e 18, and urge you, as 

e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h i s Commonwealth, t o pass 

t h i s b i l l i n t o law and spare our c h i l d r e n from ever 

h a v i n g t o e x p e r i e n c e melanoma l i k e I d i d . Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: M i s s K l i n e . 

MS. KLINE: Good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s 

K a i t l y n n e K l i n e . I am c u r r e n t l y M i s s L a u r e l 

H i g h l a n d s ' O u t s t a n d i n g Teen, 2011. 

When I f i r s t began competing i n pageants 

t h r e e y e a r s ago, I was asked t o s e l e c t a p l a t f o r m or a 

p u b l i c i s s u e t h a t I was p a s s i o n a t e a b o u t . Around the 

same time I was competing i n pageants, my26-year-old 

c o u s i n J o s h was j u s t b e g i n n i n g h i s r a d i a t i o n t r e a t m e n t 

f o r Stage I I I m a l i g n a n t melanoma. He had t o endure 

many r a d i a t i o n t r e a t m e n t s as w e l l as r e c o n s t r u c t i v e 



ear s u r g e r y . Because J o s h and I were so c l o s e , I knew 

e x a c t l y what my p l a t f o r m was g o i n g t o be: S k i n cancer 

a wareness. I wanted t o share my s t o r i e s and 

i n f o r m a t i o n about the e f f e c t s of s k i n c a n c e r . I've 

c r e a t e d an acronym, "AWARE," t o h e l p p e o p l e p r o t e c t 

themselves when outdoors e n j o y i n g the sun and how t o 

r e c o g n i z e e a r l y warning s i g n s t h a t need t o be 

d i s c u s s e d w i t h one's d o c t o r . 

I've seen f i r s t h a n d the d e v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t s 

t h a t t h i s d i s e a s e has had on my f a m i l y . L a t e r i n t h a t 

same y e a r , my aunt was d i a g n o s e d w i t h m a l i g n a n t 

melanoma. She then was checked f o r o t h e r cancerous 

m o l e s . The d o c t o r s d i s c o v e r e d s e v e r a l , which were 

then a l l removed. My grandmother d e v e l o p e d b a s a l c e l l 

and squamous c e l l s k i n c a n c e r . She, l i k e my aunt, has 

had s e v e r a l s p o t s removed over the cour s e of the l a s t 

two y e a r s . Both my aunt and my grandmother were heavy 

t a n n e r s s t a r t i n g a t a v e r y e a r l y age. My grandmother 

l o v e d t a n n i n g so much t h a t she even bought her own 

t a n n i n g b e d . My grandmother and aunt would t a n e v e r y 

day and even l a y out i n the sun i n the summer when 

the y weren't i n the t a n n i n g b e d . My grandmother i s 

v e r y f o r t u n a t e t h a t she d i d not get melanoma. 

However, my aunt i s n ' t so l u c k y . Both of them are 

v e r y c a u t i o u s when out i n the sun now. U n f o r t u n a t e l y 



f o r J o s h , my aunt and my grandmother, t h e y had t o 

l e a r n t h i s l e s s o n the h a r d way. S k i n cancer i s one of 

the most p r e v e n t i b l e t y p e s of c a n c e r s , y e t i t i s the 

most common form of c a n c e r . 

S k i n c a n c e r i s a r i s i n g problem i n the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . I f we don't promote p r o p e r s k i n p r o t e c t i o n 

soon many w i l l s u f f e r because of the l a c k of 

k nowledge. 

T h i s year a l o n e the American Cancer S o c i e t y 

e s t i m a t e s t h a t more than 68,000 new cases of m a l i g n a n t 

melanoma and two m i l l i o n cases of b a s a l c e l l and 

squamous c e l l s k i n c a n c e r s w i l l be d i a g n o s e d . 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y 8,700 Americans w i l l d i e of melanoma and 

2,000 w i l l d i e from non-melanoma s k i n c a n c e r s . These 

numbers w i l l c o n t i n u e t o grow i f we don't put a s t o p 

t o them by g e t t i n g the word out about the harms of 

t a n n i n g . 

I am 17-years o l d , and as I s i t here i n f r o n t 

of you, I cannot l e g a l l y buy a l c o h o l , c i g a r e t t e s , or 

t o b a c c o . These items are p r o h i b i t e d t o be used by 

anyone under the age of 18 because of the p o s s i b l e 

consequences a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e i r u s e . Tanning beds 

can have v e r y s e r i o u s r e p e r c u s s i o n s as w e l l . Where i s 

i t r i g h t t h a t we l e t young a d u l t s or t h e i r l e g a l 

g u a r d i a n s make a c h o i c e l i k e t h i s ? 



As r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h i s Commonwealth, i t 

i s your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o p r o t e c t our youth by p a s s i n g 

House B i l l 369. Thank you f o r the honor and g r e a t 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak on b e h a l f of my p l a t f o r m and 

House B i l l 369. Thank you f o r your t i m e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Thank y o u . 

Q u e s t i o n s , members, s t a f f ? R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C u t l e r ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. And I don't -- f i r s t of a l l , l a d i e s , thank 

you f o r your t e s t i m o n y . We are c e r t a i n l y v e r y 

a p p r e c i a t i v e . I t ' s always good t o have f i r s t h a n d 

p a t i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n as we address t h e s e i s s u e s . And 

I'm not s u r e i f my q u e s t i o n i s more p r o p e r l y 

a d d r e s s e d t o the l a d i e s who p r e v i o u s l y tanned or the 

prime sponsor of the b i l l . 

But, K a i t l y n n , the l i s t t h a t you p r o v i d e d 

t h e r e a t the end I thought was v e r y good: A l c o h o l , 

c i g a r e t t e s , t o b a c c o . A l l of those c a r r y warnings, and 

i t seems i t ' s as much of an e d u c a t i o n i s s u e as i t i s a 

s a f e t y i s s u e . And p a r t i c u l a r l y I t h i n k , Amy, i n your 

case, you were 20, so I don't know t h a t the law would 

have n e c e s s a r i l y a p p l i e d t o y o u . 

Are t h e r e c u r r e n t l y any warnings i n p l a c e 

when you go t o t a n ? And I guess the q u e s t i o n i s i f 

not, why n o t ? D i d any of you ever r e c e i v e w a r n i n g s ? 



MS. FOLK: There was no w a r n i n g . I was 16 

when I s t a r t e d . There was no w a r n i n g . A c t u a l l y , I 

was t o l d t h a t i t was s a f e r t o go i n a t a n n i n g bed 

than t o be out i n the r e g u l a r s u n . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Okay. Thank y o u . I 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . I c e r t a i n l y t h i n k as we advance t h i s 

i s s u e t h a t might be something e l s e we want t o l o o k 

a t , and I ' l l t a l k t o the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a f t e r w a r d s as 

w e l l because I'm not sure i t ' s j u s t the youth t h a t 

can be a f f e c t e d by i t , and i f i t ' s an i s s u e of 

awareness, I c e r t a i n l y t h i n k t h e r e s h o u l d be some 

k i n d of a d d i t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n t h a t t a k e s p l a c e w i t h 

t h i s as w e l l . So thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Any o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s , members, s t a f f ? W e l l , thank you v e r y much 

f o r coming t o d a y . I a p p r e c i a t e your p e r s o n a l s t o r i e s 

and your courage t o come here and t e l l us about your 

p e r s o n a l i s s u e s and problems w i t h t h i s . And thanks 

f o r your commitment as w e l l as we advance t h i s i s s u e 

f o r w a r d . Okay, thank y o u . 

MS. KLINE: Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: The nex t p a n e l w i t h 

us today, i f you want t o come up and j o i n t he f r o n t 

of the t a b l e , p l e a s e . Thank y o u . I t h i n k t h e r e ' s 

two. I have t h r e e l i s t e d , but I'm g o i n g t o t a k e a  



guess here we have D r . G a v i n R o b e r t s o n . 

DR. ROBERTSON: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Who i s a P r o f e s s o r 

of Pharmacology, P a t h o l o g y , and Dermatology and 

Surg e r y a t Penn S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . Welcome. And a l s o 

D r . R o g e r i o I z a r Neves. I s t h a t c l o s e ? 

DR. NEVES: That's c l o s e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: A s s o c i a t e P r o f e s s o r 

of S u r g e r y , Dermatology, Pharmacology and M e d i c i n e , 

Deputy D i r e c t o r a t Penn S t a t e Hershey Melanoma 

C e n t e r . Welcome, and you may b e g i n , D r . R o b e r t s o n . 

DR. ROBERTSON: Thank y o u . So I am a 

p r o f e s s o r a t Penn S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , a b a s i c 

s c i e n t i s t , and have 25 y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e i n s t u d y i n g 

melanoma. So what causes i t , the e f f e c t s of UV l i g h t 

on t h e s e c e l l s and how i t happens? So what I'm g o i n g 

t o t e l l you, r e a l l y , i s what t a n n i n g beds do, and my 

c l i n i c a l c o l l e a g u e w i l l p r o v i d e the c l i n i c a l 

p e r s p e c t i v e . 

And a n other r o l e t h a t I p e r f o r m a t Penn S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y i s D i r e c t o r of the Melanoma C e n t e r . We see 

about f o u r and a h a l f m i l l i o n p a t i e n t s i n the c e n t r a l 

p a r t of P e n n s y l v a n i a , e s s e n t i a l l y between P i t t s b u r g h 

and P h i l a d e l p h i a , so t h a t ' s our p o p u l a t i o n p o o l . As 

you know, many of them are a g i n g and w i t h a g i n g you 



get more melanoma s k i n c a n c e r s . 

So what do we do? E s s e n t i a l l y t h r o u g h the 

Melanoma Ce n t e r a t Penn S t a t e , we're i d e n t i f y i n g new 

approaches t o t r e a t t h i s d i s e a s e , and u n f o r t u n a t e l y I 

say " t r e a t " because by the time we see many of our 

p a t i e n t s , t h e y have advanced stage d i s e a s e where the 

d i s e a s e i s d i s s e m i n a t e d around t h e i r body, i n the 

l u n g s , t h e lymph -- the b r a i n , the l i v e r , and many 

times i t ' s r e a l l y a b a n d - a i d t o t r y t o p r o l o n g t h e i r 

l i f e u n s u c c e s s f u l l y . So t h e r e ' s not v e r y many good 

t h e r a p i e s a v a i l a b l e f o r advanced s t a g e p a t i e n t s . 

So l i k e any can c e r , p r e v e n t i o n i s the b e s t 

c u r e . And so the major p r e v e n t i v e agent out t h e r e 

r i g h t now i s sun s c r e e n or s u n b l o c k . So what does t h i s 

do? So sun s c r e e n and s u n b l o c k , e s s e n t i a l l y you rub i t 

onto your s k i n and i t forms a p h y s i c a l b a r r i e r t h a t 

p r e v e n t s UV r a y s from a c t u a l l y p e n e t r a t i n g and 

damaging the s k i n c e l l s t h a t l e a d t o not j u s t 

melanoma, but o t h e r t y p e s of c a n c e r . 

So i f you l o o k a t s k i n cancer as a whole, 

t h e r e a re about a m i l l i o n s k i n c a n c e r s d i a g n o s e d i n 

the U.S. F o r t u n a t e l y , v e r y few are melanomas. About 

50 t o 60,000 are melanomas. However, i f you l o o k a t 

the d e a t h r a t e s from s k i n c a n c e r , about 80 p e r c e n t are 

d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o melanoma. So most of t h e s e o t h e r 



s k i n c a n c e r s : B a s a l c e l l , squamous c e l l e s s e n t i a l l y 

i n vade l o c a l l y , but don't d i s s e m i n a t e t h r o u g h your 

body. Melanoma d o e s . So i t ' s c l e a r l y the most 

dangerous o f t h e s e c a n c e r s . 

So what causes melanoma and how do t h e s e 

t a n n i n g beds c o n t r i b u t e t o t h i s ? W e l l , i f you l o o k a t 

s u n l i g h t , r i g h t , what's dangerous i n s u n l i g h t i s UV 

r a y s . There are t h r e e t y p e s o f r a y s : UVA, UVB, and 

UVC. UVC i s a v e r y s h o r t wave l e n g t h and e s s e n t i a l l y 

i t ' s q u i c k l y c a l l e d out i n the h i g h e r l e v e l s o f the 

atmosphere. So i t ' s UVA and UVB t h a t get down h e r e . 

So when you're out i n a b e a u t i f u l day l i k e today and 

you get sunburn, e s s e n t i a l l y i t ' s p r i m a r i l y caused by 

UVB. UVA i s a l i t t l e -- a l o n g e r wave l e n g t h and i t 

causes damage, t o o . So i f you've seen v e r y w r i n k l e d 

p e o p l e , e s s e n t i a l l y UVA i s a d i r e c t cause o f t h i s 

w r i n k l i n g . I t r e a l l y damages the e l a s t i c f i b e r s i n 

your s k i n , and now i t ' s been shown t o a c t u a l l y cause 

DNA damage t h a t can l e a d t o melanomas and o t h e r t y p e s 

o f c a n c e r s . 

So what are t a n n i n g beds? W e l l , t a n n i n g beds 

don't use UVC because i t ' s the most d a n g e r o u s . 

F o r t u n a t e l y i t doesn't r e a c h us here on e a r t h . They 

don't use UVB because i f you use UVB e s s e n t i a l l y 

you're g o i n g t o come up w i t h t h i s r e d c o l o r , and 



t h a t ' s not good i n terms o f s e l l i n g t h e s e b e a u t i f u l 

young p e o p l e you see i n magazines t h a t have t h e s e 

t a n s , which promote our t e e n a g e r s f r o m a c t u a l l y g o i n g 

t o t a n n i n g s a l o n s . So what the s e t a n n i n g beds emit i s 

UVA. 

So i n the r e s e a r c h environment, we have ways 

o f p r o d u c i n g UV, r i g h t . We have UV b u l b s , r i g h t , and 

you see them as b l u e l i g h t t h a t e s s e n t i a l l y the b u l b s 

are t i n t e d , so everyone i s f a m i l i a r w i t h k i n d o f what 

th e y s h o u l d l o o k l i k e . But we a l s o have a s o l a r 

s i m u l a t o r , so i t ' s e s s e n t i a l l y a v e r y e x p e n s i v e p i e c e 

o f equipment t h a t makes s u n l i g h t . And i f we expose 

c e l l s t o j u s t t h i s , i t e s s e n t i a l l y t a k e s a l o n g time 

f o r them t o a c t u a l l y get damaged, but the UV b u l b s 

v e r y q u i c k l y can cause a s i m i l a r amount o f damage. 

And the UVA, r i g h t , which doesn't cause sunburn, a 

p e r s o n can be s i t t i n g under t h i s and get s e v e r e damage 

w i t h o u t even knowing t h e y are g e t t i n g s u n b u r n . And so 

a l o t o f our k i d s don't r e a l i z e t h i s . And t h e y ' r e 

i m m o r t a l and t h e y go out t h e r e . 

So why i s t h i s i m p o r t a n t ? A f a i r amount o f 

l i t e r a t u r e s u g g ests t h a t your l i f e t i m e exposure t o UV, 

r i g h t , i f you measure how much you get over your 

e n t i r e l i f e t i m e , by age 18 you get 80 p e r c e n t of your 

UV exposure. 80 p e r c e n t , r i g h t . I f we can do  



something t o p r e v e n t your exposure up t o 18, c l e a r l y 

you can h e l p p r e v e n t s k i n c a n c e r s t h a t d e v e l o p i n the 

20s, the 30s and i n l a t e r l i f e . 

And so what i s t h i s damaging UV r a y s do? 

E s s e n t i a l l y t h e y p e n e t r a t e the s k i n , r i g h t , and t h e y 

h i t t h e s e c e l l s i n the s k i n c a l l e d m e l a n o c y t e s . And 

the f u n c t i o n of t h e s e c e l l s i s t o p r o t e c t us, a l o t 

l i k e s u n s c r e e n . So when t h e s e UV r a y s h i t them i t 

s t i m u l a t e s them t o produce m e l a n i n and the m e l a n i n i s 

d i s t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h t h e s e c e l l s , which k i n d of l o o k 

l i k e an octopus i n the s k i n , and i t goes t h r o u g h t h e s e 

arms. And e s s e n t i a l l y t h i s m e l a n i n i s d e p o s i t e d i n 

our s k i n , and i t a c t u a l l y a c t s l i k e a s u n b l o c k , r i g h t . 

So what happens? When you go out and get a 

sunburn, e s s e n t i a l l y the UV comes i n t o your s k i n . I t 

causes damage of the DNA, r i g h t . T h i s damage of the 

DNA causes m u t a t i o n s t h a t can l e a d t o s k i n c a n c e r . In 

a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , i t d e r e g u l a t e s p r o t e i n s i t s e l f t h a t 

p e r f o r m f u n c t i o n s i n c e l l s , and most r e c e n t l y i t ' s 

been shown t o a c t u a l l y i n t e r a c t w i t h the o t h e r c e l l s 

s u r r o u n d i n g the melanocytes and some of our immune 

c e l l s t o a c t u a l l y promote s k i n c a n c e r . 

So t h e r e ' s a f a i r amount of e v i d e n c e r e a l l y 

s u p p o r t i n g the damage t h a t ' s c a u s e d . So my s i s t e r 

used a t a n n i n g bed, and I have aunts t h a t used i t .  



They're i n t h e i r house, r i g h t . There's r e a l l y no way 

of c o n t r o l l i n g the amount. B u l b s wear out w i t h t i m e . 

As was mentioned a l r e a d y , you know, p e o p l e t h a t 

s h o u l d n ' t be u s i n g them ca n ' t come i n and use them. 

E s s e n t i a l l y , i t ' s e s t i m a t e d t h a t about 

18 m i l l i o n g i r l s use s u n t a n n i n g beds today, r i g h t . 

Not j u s t g i r l s , but boys, r i g h t . So t h e y see t h e s e 

p i c t u r e s i n magazines of young k i d s s e m i - c l a d w i t h 

b e a u t i f u l brown t a n s , and t h e y f i g u r e , w e l l , what's 

the harm? They don't c a r e about the d a n g e r s . As was 

mentioned a l r e a d y , t h e r e ' s no warning s i g n s on t h e r e . 

The W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n recommends banning 

t a n n i n g beds c o m p l e t e l y f o r k i d s under 18 and t o 

c l a s s i f y UV as a C l a s s I c a r c i n o g e n s i m i l a r t o t o b a c c o 

smoke and a r s e n i c . 

So, I guess what I'm wrapping up w i t h i s we 

see many, many pe o p l e i n our c l i n i c s e v e r y day t h a t 

have e x p e r i e n c e d the end e f f e c t s of damage. So what's 

i n t e r e s t i n g about UV and where i t ' s d i f f e r e n t t o 

t o b a c c o smoke e s s e n t i a l l y i s t h a t i f you've been a 

h a b i t u a l smoker and you s t o p , e s s e n t i a l l y your lungs 

r e c o v e r and over time your chance of l u n g cancer 

d e c r e a s e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y w i t h UV, i t ' s not l i k e t h a t . 

I t ' s the sun damage you got when you were 9, 12, 15, 

17, 18 t h a t a l l a c cumulates. So i t ' s k i n d of l i k e a 



c a k e . I t adds on l a y e r a f t e r l a y e r a f t e r l a y e r , and 

i t ' s t h a t sun damage t h a t i s g o i n g t o l e a d t o a l l 

t h e s e s k i n c a n c e r s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y melanoma t h a t 

w i l l e v e n t u a l l y l e a d t o a person's death i f i t ' s not 

caught e a r l y enough. 

So c l e a r l y I t h i n k p r e v e n t i o n i s i m p o r t a n t , 

and I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o l i m i t the use of t h e s e 

t a n n i n g beds t o the most v u l n e r a b l e i n our p o p u l a t i o n 

when t h e y r e a l l y don't know what t h e y ' r e d o i n g and 

th e y c a n ' t make a r e a l l y i n f o r m e d d e c i s i o n . Thank 

you. 

DR. NEVES: Mr. Chairman, members of the 

committee, thank you f o r h a v i n g me h e r e . I am a 

surgeon and work i n a dermatology c l i n i c 35 y e a r s i n 

the f i e l d of s k i n c a n c e r , and I'm here t o r e a l l y g i v e 

our p e r s p e c t i v e of how we can p r o t e c t our k i d s i n a 

s i t u a t i o n t h a t ' s 100 p e r c e n t p r e v e n t i b l e . 

So, t h i s t a n n i n g s a l o n s t h a t we see, t h a t are 

s p r e a d a l l over and m o s t l y c l o s e t o the p l a c e where 

young k i d s a r e , c l o s e t o u n i v e r s i t i e s , c o l l e g e s , t o 

the s c h o o l s , have been changing the number of p a t i e n t s 

t h a t we're s e e i n g nowadays. As I s a i d , i n 25 y e a r s , 

the p o p u l a t i o n t h a t has s k i n cancer was much more 

o l d e r or t h e y have some s o r t of n a t u r a l sun exposure 

because t h e y work as farmers or they work o u t s i d e . 



I t ' s been changing d r a m a t i c a l l y . 

I see young p a t i e n t s , l e s s than 30-years o l d , 

s e v e r a l w i t h squamous c e l l or b a s a l c e l l c arcinomas, 

but many of them w i t h melanoma. And melanoma now i s 

the second most common cancer i n women 25 y e a r s . The 

t h i r d , up t o 35 y e a r s , but most i m p o r t a n t i s the f i r s t 

cause of death f o r t h e s e women. So t h e r e i s the 

second one i n the i n c i d e n c e . T h i s i s the f i r s t cause 

of d e a t h . And why women? J u s t because we know a l s o 

t h a t i n t h e s e t a n n i n g s a l o n s the p r o p o r t i o n of men and 

women i s e i g h t women by one man. So women j u s t go 

much more o f t e n , and t h a t ' s why we're s e e i n g j u s t an 

i n c r e d i b l e boom. 

As we had i n the t e s t i m o n i e s b e f o r e , you see 

some of thos e melanomas are r e a l l y t h i c k . They were 

growing t h e r e f o r q u i t e a w h i l e and becoming r e a l l y 

i n v a s i v e and more d a n g e r o u s . I t ' s c l e a r t o show t h a t 

t h e r e ' s a l a c k of warning f o r peopl e t o r e c o g n i z e what 

i s melanoma, how bad can be, and c e r t a i n l y i n t h i s 

p l a c e , which are moved by eco n o m i c a l r e a s o n s . They're 

not t r y i n g t o show p i c t u r e s , j u s t showing what i t i s 

and what i s your r i s k . 

Some myths t h a t most of t h i s t a n n i n g groups 

shows t h a t i n d o o r t a n n i n g i s not as s t r o n g l y l i n k e d t o 

melanoma, and t h i s i s a b s o l u t e l y r e f u t e d because we  



had r e c e n t p u b l i c a t i o n s s p e c i f i c a l l y , some of them 

j u s t showing t h a t i n two arms p a t i e n t s t h a t ' s never 

used s u n t a n n i n g , a r t i f i c i a l s u n t a n n i n g , the o t h e r ones 

t h a t have a r t i f i c i a l t a n n i n g , they have i n c r e a s e d r i s k 

t o d e v e l o p melanoma and o t h e r c a n c e r s . In f a c t , t h e y 

d e v e l o p . 

And i t ' s v e r y easy t o u n d e r s t a n d . Imagine 

tho s e p e o p l e t h a t we see a l l the t i m e , t h a t i f t h e y go 

t o the beach or t o the p o o l , t h e y have the sun 

exposure and t h e y never t a n . They almost always get 

burned, get r e d , or almost never t a n and almost always 

get b u r n e d . So t h o s e are the p e o p l e t h a t everybody 

knows i s a h i g h r i s k . But then they, somebody o f f e r , 

okay, you can s i t down i n one bed and i n a few minutes 

you can get your t a n , and t h e y go t h e r e . They have an 

exposure t h a t ' s much h i g h e r than the s u n l i g h t . And, 

a g a i n , t h e y don't get tanned because i t ' s h a r d f o r 

them t o get t a n . And t h e y do more and t h e y do more. 

And what's the d i f f e r e n c e ? When you go t o the beach, 

when you go t o the p o o l , we have UVB r a y s t h a t produce 

t h a t redness and t h a t makes you b u r n . So i f you're 

not p r o t e c t e d , you're j u s t g o i n g t o l o o k f o r shade. 

But i n t h i s booths, t h e y don't have UVB t o warn you 

t h a t you're b u r n i n g , so you keep b u r n i n g and you keep 

b u r n i n g and you keep b u r n i n g u n t i l you get the t a n 



t h a t you suppose you are b u y i n g . So i t i n c r e a s e s 

d r a m a t i c a l l y the r i s k t o d e v e l o p t h i s damage, t h i s 

m u t a t i o n s , and, of c o u r s e , you know, t h i s melanoma, 

t h i s s k i n c a n c e r s . So t h i s i s v e r y easy t o 

u n d e r s t a n d . 

Another r e a s o n t h a t i n d o o r t a n n i n g i s 

e x c e l l e n t s o u r c e of h a r d t o get V i t a m i n D. I t i s 

a b s o l u t e l y f l a w e d . I f you j u s t s t a y o u t s i d e f o r t e n 

minutes per day, t h r e e times a week i n the s u n l i g h t -¬

i t doesn't have t o be w i t h o u t -- w i t h s u n . Wi t h or 

w i t h o u t s u n s c r e e n i s enough f o r you t o produce the 

V i t a m i n D t h a t everybody n e e d s . And today i t ' s v e r y 

easy t o get a s u p p l e m e n t a l V i t a m i n D. So t h i s i s not 

something t h a t s h o u l d be addr e s s e d u s i n g a r t i f i c i a l 

s u n t a n n i n g . 

A l s o , a n other means t h a t ' s common f o r us t o 

hear i s t h a t a base t a n w i l l p r o t e c t you from sun 

damage when you go o u t s i d e . A g a i n , t h i s i s not t r u e . 

You know, t a n n i n g , when you t a n , means you're a l r e a d y 

damaged. When you have t h a t c o l o r , i t ' s j u s t because 

your c e l l s are t r y i n g t o put the pigment on top t o 

make a l a y e r t o p r o t e c t you from the s u n . That's 

n o r m a l . That's our d e f e n s e . So the t a n , a l t h o u g h 

p e o p l e s e l l as h e a l t h y , i n f a c t , you had a l r e a d y some 

damage t o your s k i n . T hat's what i t means. I t was 



much l a t e r . 

So, you know, of c o u r s e , I r e p e a t , not e v e r y 

one can t a n , and t h e s e p e o p l e t h a t goes t o the t a n n i n g 

s a l o n s a re the ones t h a t l o o k l i k e a l o b s t e r i f t h e y 

go t o t h e normal sun w i t h o u t p r o t e c t i o n or even w i t h 

the p r o t e c t i o n , but t h e y are i n the t a n n i n g s a l o n s and 

th e y don't know a n y t h i n g about i t . 

And i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o note t h a t when i t comes 

t o UV r a y s , t h e r e i s no such t h i n g as h e a l t h y , 

r e s p o n s i b l e l e v e l we can c o n t r o l or even we can warn. 

I t ' s something t h a t we know t h a t i s c a r c i n o g e n i c . The 

World H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n has a l r e a d y p u t i t as 

c a r c i n o g e n i c as p l u t o n i u m , as toba c c o , as many o t h e r 

o n e s . So we know why do we a v o i d our c h i l d r e n t o go 

and b i k e r i d e w i t h o u t helmets or don't smoke or don't 

d r i n k ? And w h i l e a l l t h o s e k i d s t o be exposed t o 

something t h a t w i l l g i v e you such harm. W e l l , maybe, 

because even p a r e n t s don't know, you know, how bad i t 

i s . In t h i s c o u n t r y I t h i n k we s h o u l d . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , we don't have the same r e s o u r c e s t h a t 

many of t h e s e companies have i n o r d e r t o a d v e r t i s e i n 

ev e r y magazine and tee n m a gazines. We have s p e c i a l 

s i t u a t i o n s l i k e here t h a t we can t e l l you, but i t ' s 

not as common. 

I have the p r i v i l e g e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 



another s i t u a t i o n l i k e t h a t and, of c o u r s e , you are 

s e e i n g my a c c e n t . I was born i n B r a z i l , and I'm g l a d 

t o t e l l you t h a t B r a z i l was the f i r s t c o u n t r y t o ban 

c o m p l e t e l y the s u n t a n n i n g , a r t i f i c i a l s u n t a n n i n g 

booths i n the c o u n t r y . So i t was not even a 

r e s t r i c t i o n f o r young a d u l t s . I worked t h e r e f o r 

y e a r s . We f i r s t were a b l e t o ban t o under 18. Of 

co u r s e , i t was not enough. I t d i d n ' t work. They were 

s t i l l g o i n g t h e r e . We t r i e d a l l the r e s t r i c t i o n s 

p o s s i b l e , and imagine i n a c o u n t r y t h a t ' s t r o p i c a l . 

They have a l o t of beaches, huge c o a s t , and s t i l l s k i n 

c ancer i s the most p r e v a l e n t cancer i n the c o u n t r y . 

And the Department of H e a l t h a l s o d e t e r m i n e d t h a t t h i s 

change was much more r e l a t e d w i t h t h i s , our new 

l i f e - s t y l e . P e o p l e want t o have e v e r y t h i n g f a s t , 

m o s t l y young a d u l t s . They have e v e r y t h i n g r e a d y . 

I t ' s l i k e f a s t f o o d . I can have a f a s t t a n n i n g . Why 

do I have t o spend my time j u s t g o i n g e l s e w h e r e ? I 

have a l o t of t h i n g s t o d o . Or l e t ' s have a f a s t 

t a n n i n g b e f o r e the p a r t y t o n i g h t or b e f o r e the event 

i n the weekend. And t h i s was something t h a t became 

v e r y , v e r y c l e a r . And, a g a i n , w i t h the number showing 

t h a t the young p o p u l a t i o n was s t a r t i n g t o have tumors 

t h a t t h e y never had b e f o r e . 

So I was g l a d t h a t our department  



a d m i n i s t r a t o r of h e a l t h l a s t y e a r came w i t h a 

r e s o l u t i o n t h a t i n d o o r t a n n i n g beds f o r c o s m e t i c 

purposes t h r o u g h o u t B r a z i l as w e l l as r e c e i v i n g , 

i m p o r t i n g , d o n a t i n g , or a r r a n g i n g such equipment were 

not a l l o w e d anymore. They r e c e i v e d s e v e r a l l a w s u i t s , 

but t h e y were a b l e t o go a g a i n s t a l l of them i n one 

w i t h a s i m p l e argument: That the h e a l t h of B r a z i l 

c i t i z e n s overcomes and o v e r r i d e s any economic i n t e r e s t 

of anybody e l s e . And I am proud t o say t h a t t h i s can 

happen here i n A m e r i c a . I t h i n k the h e a l t h of our 

American c i t i z e n s o v e r r i d e s any ec o n o m i c a l i n t e r e s t s , 

and t h i s i s i m p o r t a n t t o s e e . 

I work i n t h i s a r e a . I'm j u s t h a v i n g more 

and more p a t i e n t s . F o r a commercial p o i n t of view, 

i t ' s g r e a t . You know, I have t h i s p o p u l a t i o n t h a t 

want t o f i l l my o f f i c e . They're g o i n g t o grow, but i s 

t h a t r i g h t ? I don't t h i n k i t i s , m o s t l y knowing t h a t 

how bad are t h e s e t a n n i n g b o o t h s . And m o s t l y t h e y are 

f o c u s i n g more and more, t a r g e t i n g young p e o p l e t h a t we 

know because t h e y know t h a t n o t h i n g i s g o i n g t o happen 

now. 

S k i n c a n c e r happens because the l e s i o n s are 

c u m u l a t i v e , and t h a t ' s why you say why t h e y were much 

more when I l e a r n e d , when I was i n m e d i c a l s c h o o l . 

They s h o u l d be a f t e r f i f t h or s i x t h decade of l i f e . 



And why are we s e e i n g a l l t h e s e p a t i e n t s now w i t h s k i n 

c ancer under 30, even under 20? I t ' s e x a c t l y because 

of t h i s , because we are much more ex p o s e d . Of c o u r s e , 

type of exposure change. They are much more ex p o s e d . 

And, a g a i n , 80 p e r c e n t of a l l UV r a y s t h a t you r e c e i v e 

i n your l i f e v e r y l i k e l y t o be up t o 20 y e a r s o l d when 

you are o u t s i d e . 

So, t h i s c a n c e r tends t o appear decades 

l a t e r , and, of c o u r s e , a l l of t h e s e young p e o p l e say, 

i t ' s n ever g o i n g t o happen w i t h me. I t ' s always w i t h 

someone e l s e . And i t ' s not what t h e y are s a y i n g . 

I t ' s not ever s e e n . I t ' s not t h a t we are s e e i n g , and 

the damage i s s t i l l t he t e r r i b l e . We s t i l l don't have 

t r e a t m e n t f o r t h o s e advanced d i s e a s e s . Most of t h e s e 

p a t i e n t s w i l l d i e . They have n o t h i n g t o do, but 

c e r t a i n l y we can p r e v e n t . And s i n c e t h e r e i s one 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us, as I s t a t e , t o come now and 

s u p p o r t t h i s b i l l , I t h i n k t h a t ' s what we have t o d o . 

And I am t a l k i n g i n the name not o n l y of m y s e l f , 

D r . R o b e r t s o n , my c o l l e a g u e , but s e v e r a l m e d i c a l 

s o c i e t i e s , l i k e the Academy of Dermatology, S o c i e t y 

f o r P e d i a t r i c Surgery, American C o l l e g e of Surgeons, 

a l l of them t h a t are t e l l i n g and s a y i n g how dangerous 

i t i s . And I t h i n k t h a t ' s my message, and I'm open 

f o r q u e s t i o n s . Oh, we have — I'm s o r r y , j u s t yes, we 



have, i t ' s a good t h i n g , t h e r e i s a s a f e a l t e r n a t i v e 

f o r t h i s t a n s . So you can use, they have now s p r a y s . 

They use something t h a t r e a c t s w i t h the c a r o t e n e of 

the s k i n , and you can have a t a n n i n g . Someone who say 

oh, i t ' s not n a t u r a l , but i f any one of you t h a t saw a 

t a n n i n g from somebody coming from t h i s t a n n i n g booths, 

I don't say i t l o o k s n a t u r a l a t a l l . So we have 

a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r t h i s t a n n i n g booths, c e r t a i n l y . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: W e l l , thank you. I 

was g o i n g t o ask t h a t q u e s t i o n about the t a n n i n g 

s p r a y , i f t h a t i s s a f e . 

DR. NEVES: Yes, i t i s , because i t o n l y 

r e a c t s w i t h the c a r o t e n e , which i s the most e x t e r n a l 

p a r t of the s k i n . The e f f e c t s are bad c e l l s m a i n l y , 

and t h a t ' s why i t l a s t s t h r e e t o f o u r d a y s . You have 

t o t a k e a shower and you l o s e l i k e we are c o n s t a n t l y 

l o s i n g t h i s s k i n and t h i s bad c e l l s and j u s t f a l l s 

o f f ; and a b s o l u t e l y s a f e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. Thanks. 

Q u e s t i o n s , members? R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C u t l e r ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Toepel? You guys d e c i d e . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: D r . Neves, j u s t a 

f o l l o w - u p q u e s t i o n . I t h i n k you mentioned i n B r a z i l 

t h e y had a r e g u l a t i o n s i m i l a r t o what we're t r y i n g t o 



enact h e r e , and i t d i d n ' t work. I s t h a t what you 

s a i d ? 

DR. NEVES: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: Can you t e l l us why 

i t d i d n ' t work? 

DR. NEVES: I t d i d not work because 

t e e n a g e r s are s t i l l t r y i n g i n B r a z i l -- the 

r e g u l a t i o n i s not as s t r o n g , so who was g o i n g t o go 

and check i f t e e n a g e r s were r e a l l y g o i n g t h e r e ? So 

we d i d n ' t have l i k e p e o p l e t o go i n e v e r y s i n g l e 

s a l o n and see i f t e e n a g e r s were u s i n g the s a l o o n s . 

So i t was up t o them, you know. And t h a t ' s e x a c t l y 

what can happen here because they have so many 

p l a c e s . They put i n shopping c e n t e r s , t h e y put i n 

h a i r s a l o n s . They can use i t everywhere. So some of 

them p e o p l e can go and check i f t h e y ' r e h a v i n g or 

some p a r e n t s j u s t t o put a c l a i m . But t h a t ' s why i t 

became so easy, and t h e y t r y t o s e l l t o g e t h e r w i t h 

o t h e r t h i n g s , packages f o r weddings, and i t became 

w i t h o u t c o n t r o l . So a t the end i t was i n e f f e c t i v e . 

But t h i s was f o r our c o u n t r y , i n B r a z i l . T h i s i s 

something t h a t have t o t h i n k here, but we're b r i n g i n g 

t h i s d i s c u s s i o n , and I'm not s a y i n g t h a t i t ' s not 

r i g h t . I t h i n k i t was a n i c e s t e p because t h e y 

showed t h a t t h e y ban f o r young a d u l t s , and i t s t i l l  



d i d n ' t work, and then t h e y went i n t o the n e x t l e v e l 

t o have a complete b a n . That's what a l l of us, i n 

f a c t , we want. But, easy t a n s , i f we have some 

enforcement, you know, enforcement, go and check, 

maybe work. 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. As a former h o s p i t a l employee, I was 

always f r u s t r a t e d by the number of i n d i v i d u a l s who 

came i n w i t h what I term " p r e v e n t i b l e " i n j u r i e s t h a t 

u l t i m a t e l y took up h e a l t h c a r e r e s o u r c e s , and so I 

c e r t a i n l y u n d e r s t a n d the h e a l t h s i d e of t h i s . But, 

the o t h e r s i d e of t h i s t h a t I t h i n k we have t o 

b a l a n c e i t w i t h i s the i n d i v i d u a l l i b e r t y and the 

r i g h t t o , a t some p o i n t , have a c h o i c e , so I 

u n d e r s t a n d the p e r i m e t e r s f o r the l e g a l age of 18. 

E i g h t e e n b e i n g the a b i l i t y t o v o t e and get d r a f t e d 

and t h i n g s . 

My q u e s t i o n i s m e d i c a l l y i s 18 the r i g h t age? 

Has your s k i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y developed? I know you 

s a i d you get 80 p e r c e n t I b e l i e v e w i t h the s t a t i s t i c 

of your UV r a y s by the p o i n t i n time t h a t you t u r n 18. 

So my q u e s t i o n i s i s 18 the c o r r e c t m e d i c a l age -- you 

know, l e g a l arguments a s i d e -- i s the d e v e l o p m e n t a l 

p r o c e s s f a r enough a l o n g , i f t h a t ' s the r i g h t mark 



t h a t we s h o u l d be a i m i n g f o r ? 

DR. NEVES: No, i t ' s age, c e r t a i n l y because, 

a g a i n , t h i s number shows t h a t 11, 20 or 18-years o l d , 

th e y have most, and t h a t ' s why we worry about i t 

because t h i s a c c u m u l a t i o n of i n c i d e n c e of t h i s r a y s 

are much more n e g a t i v e and worry a t t h i s t i m e , and 

t h a t ' s why i t ' s the f i r s t s t e p because then we can 

work a l s o w i t h a w a r n i n g . 

But we have t o put a l i m i t . There i s not an 

age. Why 16, why 18 or why 20? U n t i l 18, of c o u r s e , 

p e o p l e can get damage. That's e x a c t l y what p e o p l e 

want t o a v o i d . I t ' s the age of the d i s e a s e t h a t you 

u n d e r s t a n d why. A f t e r death i t w i l l be a ma t t e r of 

t h e i r d e c i s i o n , you know, but we know you can d i e from 

t h i s . I t w i l l be t h a t d e c i s i o n , but a t l e a s t 18. 

DR. ROBERTSON: So I gave a t a l k t o a 

s u r v i v o r s ' group out i n L a n c a s t e r f o r the American 

Cancer S o c i e t y , a r e a l l y m o t i v a t e d group, and a 

middle-aged l a d y a t the end of the t a l k came up and 

s a i d , " W e l l , my g e n e r a l p r a c t i t i o n e r comes t o me and 

says I need t o get a base t a n b e f o r e I go out i n the 

summer. What do you t h i n k ? " As we mentioned 

a l r e a d y , i t ' s h a r d t o go a g a i n s t her p r i m a r y c a r e 

p r o v i d e r , b ut, I mean, remember, the damage you get 

today and tomorrow, i t adds up. I t ' s not g o i n g t o  



s t o p . And so p e o p l e t h a t are d o i n g t h e s e t y p e s of 

t h i n g s a r e , you know, I mean, t h e r e ' s now e v i d e n c e 

showing t h a t s u n t a n n i n g and u s i n g the t a n n i n g bed i s 

a d d i c t i v e . I t ' s a c t u a l l y an a d d i c t i o n , and p e o p l e 

f u l l of the same type of b e h a v i o r s . These 

i n d i v i d u a l s are g o i n g t o c o n s t a n t l y get damage and 

e v e n t u a l l y come down w i t h some type of s k i n c a n c e r . 

So I t h i n k 18 i s a good p l a c e t o s t a r t , but 

u l t i m a t e l y I'm h o p i n g t h a t when they r e a l i z e t h a t i t ' s 

banned f o r k i d s up t o age 18, even a d u l t s w i l l s t a r t 

t o r e a l i z e t h a t maybe t h i s i s not such a good i d e a , 

and even an unin f o r m e d p r i m a r y ca r e p r o v i d e r would 

r e a l i z e , w e l l , maybe I s h o u l d c o n s i d e r my d e c i s i o n on 

t h i s . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Thank you, 

Mr. C h a irman. 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: Mr. Chairman, I'd 

l i k e t o e x p l a i n why I chose the age of 18. E i g h t e e n , 

under our laws, you're c o n s i d e r e d an a d u l t , and I was 

v e r y c o g n i z a n t of the f a c t t h a t you know we have t o 

p r o t e c t our i n d i v i d u a l l i b e r t i e s , so my t h i n k i n g i s 

when you're an a d u l t , you have the r i g h t t o make 

s t u p i d d e c i s i o n s , but c h i l d r e n don't have the 

awareness or the a b i l i t y t o make wise d e c i s i o n s i n a 

l o t of ways. They're i n f l u e n c e d by t h e i r p e e r s , by, 



as we've heard, l o t s of a d v e r t i s i n g . And c h i l d r e n , 

i n my o p i n i o n , are our most v a l u a b l e r e s o u r c e . And I 

t h i n k i t ' s v e r y i m p e r a t i v e upon our l e g i s l a t u r e t o 

t r y t o do a l l we can t o p r o t e c t our c h i l d r e n . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Q u e s t i o n s ? 

MR. BOOP: Yeah, t h e r e was a l o t of comments 

today about how we need t o i n c r e a s e awareness on t h i s 

i s s u e , and I t h i n k some of the e a r l i e r s peakers were 

s a y i n g t h e y weren't sur e the p e o p l e were becoming 

aware of t h i s i s s u e . I j u s t wanted t o say t h a t I'm 

not s u r e you see i t , but I do t h i n k t h e r e are some 

pe o p l e t h a t are s t a r t i n g t o t a k e heed t o what you're 

t r y i n g t o s a y . In f a c t , I was l o o k i n g a t some of the 

s t a t i s t i c s from the N a t i o n a l Cancer I n s t i t u t e , and 

t h e y a c t u a l l y showed t h a t t e e n t a n n i n g i s down. Now, 

a d u l t t a n n i n g i s up, but t e e n t a n n i n g i s down. And 

t h e r e ' s a l s o a s t a t i s t i c out t h e r e t h a t showed t h a t 

d e t e c t i o n of melanoma i n teens i s up. 

I guess my q u e s t i o n i s : I f t h e r e i s 

a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n out t h e r e , p e o p l e are becoming 

more aware of t h i s , c o u l d the i n c r e a s e i n d e t e c t i o n be 

a r e s u l t of the i n c r e a s e i n awareness where p e o p l e are 

a c t u a l l y c o n s u l t i n g w i t h a p h y s i c i a n and g e t t i n g 

t hemselves checked out, or i s i t d i r e c t l y a r e s u l t of 

t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h e i t h e r UV or sun? 



DR. NEVES: I t h i n k we are d e t e c t i n g more. 

I have t o a t t e s t t h a t you are r i g h t . Years ago most 

of t h i s m e d i c a l s o c i e t i e s or even the s u p p o r t groups 

d e c i d e d t o do, w e l l , i f t h e y are a p p r o a c h i n g our 

k i d s , l e t ' s do the same. L e t ' s go t o the k i d s and 

t e l l them what i s s k i n c a n c e r , what t h e y can a v o i d . 

So many of the i n i t i a t i v e s today i s j u s t go t o 

s c h o o l s and have -- i n t h i s s c h o o l t e l l t e a c h e r s , the 

k i d s . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y g r e a t because the k i d s 

r e a l l y l i s t e n . They are much more open t o t h i s k i n d 

of good b e h a v i o r s . And not o n l y f o r them, but t h e y 

t a k e t o the p a r e n t s , and t h e y ' r e making the p a r e n t s 

change somehow t h e i r b e h a v i o r . We are s e e i n g and the 

p a r e n t s are t a k i n g more k i d s t o u s . I cannot t e l l 

you p r e c i s e l y because we are a b i g i n s t i t u t i o n i n a 

cancer c e n t e r , so the p a t i e n t s t h a t I see are much 

the ones of p a t i e n t s t h a t r e a l l y have r i s k or r e a l l y 

have c a n c e r . But c e r t a i n l y the community are s e e i n g 

more and more of t h e s e p a t i e n t s . I t h i n k i t would be 

a m i x . I t h i n k we are i n the p o i n t s t h a t have much 

more d e t e c t i o n , but a l s o we w i l l see t h a t a t l e a s t , 

because t h e y ' r e warning, p e o p l e are coming e a r l i e r , 

and w e ' l l be a b l e t o d e t e c t s o m e t h i n g . They j u s t 

come and p l e a s e t a k e a l o o k . Thinks t h a t moles or 

what t h e y c a l l s i g n s or something t h a t u s u a l l y t o 



g i v e , you know, c a r e f o r i t . That's how i t can be 

s o m e t h i n g . I don't know i f I answered your q u e s t i o n . 

MR. BOOP: You would agree t h a t e a r l y 

d e t e c t i o n i s the most i m p o r t a n t way t o d e a l w i t h t h i s 

i s s u e ? 

DR. NEVES: A b s o l u t e l y , t o g e t h e r w i t h 

p r e v e n t i o n , e a r l y d e t e c t i o n i s the most i m p o r t a n t . 

Our w i l l i n g n e s s t o not have any p a t i e n t i n the cancer 

i n s t i t u t e . H o p e f u l l y one day we can get t h a t . 

That's what we want. 

MR. BOOP: And one of the reasons I was 

a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s , I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o note t h a t 

some of the s t a t i s t i c s may be a b i t skewed i n t h a t i f 

we do have more awareness of the i s s u e and i f we do 

have more p e o p l e a c t u a l l y c o n s u l t i n g t h e i r 

p h y s i c i a n s , the numbers c o u l d i n c r e a s e . I come from 

a law enforcement b a c k g r o u n d . You put an e x t r a 

p o l i c e o f f i c e r on the s t r e e t c o r n e r , c r i m e ' s g o i n g t o 

go up, not a c t u a l l y because crime a c t u a l l y went up, 

but crime d e t e c t i o n went up. So some of thos e 

numbers may be a b i t skewed based on the i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h a t ' s b e i n g p r o v i d e d t o u s . 

DR. NEVES: M o s t l y i n the s e o b s e r v a t i o n a l 

s t u d i e s because t h e r e were not s t u d i e s t h a t were 

d o u b l e - b l i n d or th e y were put i n d i f f e r e n t arms. So 



t h i s I c a l l t he p r o b a t i o n a l s t u d i e s ; and, yes, t h a t 

may be h a p p e n i n g . W e ' l l have t o t r y t o u n d e r s t a n d 

why t h e s e r e s u l t s are h a p p e n i n g . But, you are r i g h t . 

DR. ROBERTSON: But even so, I mean, 

sun s c r e e n i s a g r e a t way t o p r e v e n t s k i n c a n c e r , 

r i g h t , and you would t h i n k everyone knows about i t . 

I mean, t h e r e are v e r y wide PR campaigns i n terms of 

a p p l y i n g s u n s c r e e n , and many p a r e n t s w i l l even put i t 

onto b a b i e s . But a tee n a g e r , you know, we see p e o p l e 

g e t t i n g burned a l l the t i m e . So I t h i n k even though 

t h e r e ' s awareness, t h e r e ' s s t i l l more work we have t o 

d o . 

MR. BOOP: A b s o l u t e l y , and I t h i n k i t ' s 

g r e a t t h a t you're here e d u c a t i n g the p u b l i c not o n l y 

on the use or the p r o p e r use of t a n n i n g beds, but 

a l s o the p r o p e r use of d e a l i n g w i t h the s u n . 

DR. NEVES: And i f you a l l o w me t o j u s t make 

another comment r e g a r d i n g even sunscreen i s 

i m p o r t a n t . A l s o t r u e on how t o use sun s c r e e n because 

many of the k i d s , t h e y t h i n k i f you j u s t put on 

sun s c r e e n i n the morning and s t a y a l l day l o n g on the 

beach, t h e y are p r o t e c t e d , which i s not t r u e . They 

have t o r e a p p l y . And t h e r e i s -- you have t o r e a p p l y 

b e f o r e , so we need a l s o t o t e a c h them how t o use t h i s 

p r o t e c t i o n i n o r d e r t o be e f f e c t i v e .  



REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: How o f t e n do you 

r e a p p l y when you're on the beach? 

DR. NEVES: I t depends on the f a c t o r of the 

s u n s c r e e n . You s h o u l d see t h e y have numbers, c a l l e d 

FPS, which i s much more f o r UVB. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: R i g h t . 

DR. NEVES: But a l l of them a l s o have 

p r o t e c t i o n f o r UVA. So i f you have FPS, 15 t o 30, we 

recommend t o p r e a p p l y e v e r y two hours, but i t depends 

a l s o on your type of s k i n . And then you get l i k e a 

60 and up, you can e x t e n d . But i n d u s t r y i s a l s o 

c o l l a b o r a t i n g i n g e t t i n g t h e s e f o r m u l a t i o n s i n the 

s p r a y s t o make h i g h e r compliance i n male p a t i e n t s 

because making i t a l o t e a s i e r t o s p r e a d the 

su n s c r e e n i n h a i r y areas or the s c a l p . But i t i s 

v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o r e a p p l y because i t ' s not an arm a t 

a l l . So i f you buy a number 100 you t h i n k t h a t t h e y 

would r e a l l y p r o t e c t . No. By p e r c e n t a g e s i t ' s a 

l i t t l e b i t more than the 3 0 . Some p a t i e n t s t h e y have 

t o use, but most of them don't need t o buy t h a t 

e x p e n s i v e , but i t needs t o r e a p p l y . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. Any o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s ? David? Anyone? Okay. 

MR. TYLER: J u s t as a q u i c k comment. 

Doc t o r , you had mentioned e a r l i e r t h a t p e o p l e can  



f e e l f r e e t o use th o s e s p r a y can d e v i c e s . J u s t as a 

h e l p f u l comment, I would argue t h a t we would need t o 

c r e a t e a d e f i n i t i o n because under t h i s p i e c e of 

l e g i s l a t i o n t h o s e would be i l l e g a l as w e l l . 

One q u i c k q u e s t i o n : My boss i s an a v i d 

g a r d e n e r , and you s a i d t h a t UVA i s n a t u r a l l y 

o c c u r r i n g . How l o n g c o u l d he be under the sun under 

n a t u r a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s b e f o r e he needs t o come i n s i d e 

and t a k e p r o t e c t i v e a c t i o n s ? I say t h a t j o k i n g l y , but 

i t i s a s e r i o u s q u e s t i o n . 

DR. NEVES: Sure, s u r e , s u r e . And t h i s 

p e o p l e can measure. S p o r t s , what we c a l l F i t z p a t r i c k 

t y p e of s k i n t h a t goes from one t o s i x . And i f he i s 

a p e r s o n t h a t burns e a s i l y and almost never t a n . 

Very l i k e l y h e ' l l be a b l e t o be out i n the sun no 

more than 30 minutes w i t h o u t p r o t e c t i o n . I t would be 

between 15 and 3 0 . And i f you are more d a r k e r s k i n , 

from t h r e e t o f o u r , even t h o s e cannot be exposed 

w i t h o u t s t a r t t o f e e l damage i n about one hour or 

l e s s . So t h i s i s something t h a t can be measured. 

MR. TYLER: So a f a i r - s k i n n e d p e r s o n can 

s t a r t t o see h a r m f u l e f f e c t s i n the sun i n 30 

minutes? 

DR. NEVES: Or l e s s . 

MR. TYLER: And t h a t ' s j u s t normal use i n  



the sun? 

DR. NEVES: Yes, a b s o l u t e l y . 

MR. TYLER: So what are we d o i n g t o d e t e r 

p e o p l e from b e i n g i n the sun under normal 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ? L i k e t h i s b i l l o utlaws t a n n i n g . 

DR. NEVES: S u r e . 

MR. TYLER: But what are we d o i n g about 

o t h e r outdoor a c t i v i t i e s t h a t are j u s t as h a r m f u l as 

you s t a t e d ? 

DR. NEVES: Shade c l o t h i n g . Now we have 

much more f a c t o r i e s p r o d u c i n g c l o t h i n g f o r you t o mix 

s p o r t s w i t h p r o t e c t i o n a l r e a d y i n the f a b r i c . So 

t h e y b u i l t the same, p l u s t h e y have i n the sunscreens 

and t h e y put i n the f a b r i c . So some of t h a t ' s you 

have l i k e a d r y f e e t so you can run, but you are 

p r o t e c t e d . They have many of them. The use of 

s u n s c r e e n , you know, and many t e e n s , y o u ' l l see 

coaches a l r e a d y . And t h i s w i l l have t o s t a r t i n our 

house, w i t h our k i d s , because when you say t o your 

k i d -- you never l e t your k i d s j u s t l e a v e home 

w i t h o u t b r u s h i n g h i s t e e t h or b r u s h i n g h i s h a i r or i f 

he's d i r t y , you say, no way, j u s t go back at home and 

b r u s h your f a c e , o k a y . You're not l e a v i n g . That i s 

the same. You say, hey, you're not l e a v i n g w i t h o u t 

your s u n s c r e e n . Come on, go back u p s t a i r s , get your 



s u n s c r e e n . That needs t o s t a r t i n our houses, and 

t h a t ' s why we're a d v o c a t o r s as w e l l , and t h a t ' s how 

p r o b a b l y w e ' l l change t h i s t y pe of b e h a v i o r . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: I'd t o j u s t mention 

t h a t i t was s u g g e s t e d t h a t maybe perhaps D a v i d would 

do h i s g a r d e n i n g f o r h i s b o s s . 

DR. NEVES: Okay. 

MR. TYLER: I t h i n k he c o u l d be out a l i t t l e 

b i t l o n g e r . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: I t h i n k you c o u l d 

be out a l i t t l e l o n g e r . 

MR. TYLER: I'm g o i n g t o share t h i s w i t h 

y o u . My r o o t s are M e d i t e r r a n e a n . S p e c i f i c a l l y 

S i c i l i a n , and I k i n d of s t a y dark a l l y e a r , and 

members of the b l a c k caucus o f t e n want t o i n d u c t me 

i n t o t h e i r c a u c u s . 

But I must share t h i s w i t h you because my son 

i s engaged t o a S i c i l i a n young l a d y , and we're up a t 

the p o o l , my p o o l t h i s p a s t weekend, and she's 

n a t u r a l l y tanned, l i k e I am, and i t was k i n d of 

i n t e r e s t i n g . You're a l o t l i g h t e r . She's a l i t t l e 

b i t d a r k e r , and she has the k i n d of t a n t h a t I h a v e . 

Some of us can h o l d the t a n a l l year l o n g depending 

where you come f r o m . My f i a n c e e i s v e r y l i g h t 

c omplected, and her and her daughter — and I've t o l d 



her a m i l l i o n t imes about the t a n n i n g beds, you know, 

and t h e y go and t h e y g o . They're l i g h t s k i n n e d , and I 

know t h a t b e i n g l i g h t s k i n n e d the p r o p e n s i t y of 

d e v e l o p i n g a problem p r o b a b l y i s more s u s c e p t i b l e , 

a l t h o u g h i t c o u l d happen t o anybody. Don't 

m i s u n d e r s t a n d me. But I have t o l d them. I'm g o i n g t o 

share t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , what I have g o t t e n here today 

w i t h her t o n i g h t and her d a u g h t e r . Thank you, 

D o c t o r s . 

DR. NEVES: Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Thank you, D o c t o r s , 

f o r t a k i n g the time t o come o u t . I know you're v e r y 

busy t a k i n g time out of your busy s c h e d u l e s t o be 

h e r e . We a p p r e c i a t e i t v e r y much, and t h i s w i l l 

c e r t a i n l y -- you've c e r t a i n l y educated u s . 

DR. NEVES: Thank you v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Thank y o u . 

Our t h i r d p a n e l w i l l be Joe S c h u s t e r , ITA 

Tanning A s s o c i a t i o n Membership D i r e c t o r and Gr a n t 

M i l l e r , who i s p r e s i d e n t of Sun Your Buns Luxury Sun 

C e n t e r s l o c a t e d i n E r i e . And welcome, g e n t l e m e n . 

Mr. S c h u s t e r , you're up f i r s t , you may b e g i n . 

MR. SCHUSTER: Thank y o u . Mr. Chairman 

M a r s i c o , members of the committee. I want t o thank 

you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o appear here today and  



p r e s e n t my v i e w . My name i s Joe S c h u s t e r , and I 

r e p r e s e n t the i n d o o r t a n n i n g i n d u s t r y , and I'm 

s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f of them. 

The ITA i s a n a t i o n a l t r a d e a s s o c i a t i o n 

r e p r e s e n t i n g a l l major m a n u f a c t u r e r s , s u p p l i e r s and 

d i s t r i b u t o r s of i n d o o r t a n n i n g equipment as w e l l as 

p r o f e s s i o n a l t a n n i n g f a c i l i t i e s n a t i o n w i d e . 

As proposed, HB369 would ban anyone under the 

age of 18 from u s i n g the c o n t r o l l e d o u tput from a 

sunbed and makes i t an o f f e n s e p u n i s h a b l e up t o two 

y e a r s i n p r i s o n and/or a f i n e of up t o $5,000 f o r 

anyone who be c o n v i c t e d under t h i s new s u b s e c t i o n . 

Yet HB369 would o f f e r no such r e s t r i c t i o n s f o r t h o s e 

v e r y same youths who are exposed t o the u n c o n t r o l l a b l e 

o u t p u t o f n a t u r a l s u n l i g h t . By p r o h i b i t i n g teens from 

u s i n g a commercial t a n n i n g f a c i l i t y , HB369 would mean 

more teens spending hours i n the sun f a c i n g 

o v e r e x p o s u r e , sunburn and more. 

T h i s b i l l would have what I c a l l the law of 

u n i n t e n d e d consequences. T a k i n g away the o p t i o n from 

a t e e n t o o choose t o t a n i n d o o r s w i l l not s t o p them 

from t a n n i n g . I t w i l l send them outdoors i n t o an 

u n c o n t r o l l e d environment w i t h no s u p e r v i s i o n , no 

t r a i n e d s t a f f , no p a r e n t a l consent r e q u i r e d where 

t h e y ' r e more l i k e l y t o be overexposed or sunburned, 



which i s e x a c t l y what t h e s e d o c t o r s s u p p o r t i n g the 

b i l l say t h e y are t r y i n g t o a v o i d . 

Proponents of t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n o f t e n quote 

t h a t the use of sunbeds w i l l i n c r e a s e s k i n cancer by 

74 p e r c e n t , y e t f a i l t o mention how many tim e s you 

must use the sunbed or how l o n g you must s t a y i n them. 

J u s t t h a t i f you use a sunbed your r i s k of s k i n cancer 

i n c r e a s e s 74 p e r c e n t . That v e r y c l a i m i s b e i n g 

d i s p u t e d now w i t h examiners p o i n t i n g out t h a t the 

s t u d i e s used t o o b t a i n t h e s e c o n c l u s i o n s r e l y h e a v i l y 

on p e o p l e l i s t e d as s k i n Type I or f a i r c omplexion 

w i t h no q u a n t i f i c a t i o n of sun dosage or even the type 

of sunbed. There are no sunbeds w i t h a g e n e r i c 

u n i v e r s a l o u t p u t or dosage i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

In a d d i t i o n , s k i n Type I i s not even 

recommended f o r t a n n i n g i n d o o r s by the Food and Drug 

and Trade A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . 21 CFR 1040.20, which 

r e q u i r e s an exposure s c h e d u l e and a warning statement 

p l a c e d on e v e r y commercial sunbed i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

The p u b l i c i s w e l l aware of o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 

such as the American Academy of Dermatology, the S k i n 

Cancer F o u n d a t i o n and c o u n t l e s s s unscreen 

m a n u f a c t u r e r s and h e a l t h magazines have done a 

f a n t a s t i c j o b over the y e a r s i n making sure everyone 

i s aware of the r i s k of o verexposure t o UV. In f a c t , 



d e r m a t o l o g i s t s around the c o u n t r y j u s t promoted 

Melanoma Monday, the f i r s t Monday i n May f o r s k i n 

c ancer s c r e e n i n g s . 

I t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o note t h a t h e r e d i t y and 

moles have a s i g n i f i c a n t d i r e c t l i n k i n c o r r e l a t i o n t o 

melanoma, but are seldom i n d i c t e d as much as sunbeds. 

T h i s i n c r e a s e d awareness now r e s u l t s i n more p e o p l e 

than ever b e f o r e , e s p e c i a l l y young fem a l e s , s e e k i n g 

s k i n c a n c e r s c r e e n i n g s , and t h a t ' s a p o s i t i v e . But 

are the r a t e s f o r young females a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s i n g or 

are the r a t e s i n c r e a s i n g because more young females 

are g e t t i n g s c r e e n e d ? Keep i n mind the l a t e n c y p e r i o d 

f o r s k i n cancer i s 10, 20, or as l o n g as 30 y e a r s . 

Our d e t r a c t o r s want t o ban t a n n i n g s a y i n g t h e r e ' s no 

such t h i n g as a s a f e t a n . The FDA and the F e d e r a l 

Trade Commission f o r b i d c l a i m s of a s a f e t a n . F o r 

t h o s e t h a t weigh the r i s k s and b e n e f i t s of UV 

exposure, i n d o o r t a n n i n g p r o v i d e s a c o n t r o l l e d c l i m a t e 

t o o b t a i n a c o s m e t i c t a n . Where UV i s d e l i v e r e d by 

s k i n t y p e and a t i m e r , the r i s k of o v e r e x p o s u r e and 

sunburn are m i n i m i z e d . 

Any p o t e n t i a l r e g u l a t i o n t h a t would a f f e c t 

m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e t h a t have tanned i n d o o r f o r y e a r s 

w i t h a b s o l u t e l y no i l l e f f e c t s must c o n s i d e r a l l of 

the r i s k f a c t o r s i n a c o m p l e t e l y u n b i a s e d manner. 



There i s no consensus among r e s e a r c h e r s or c o n c l u s i v e 

l i n k t h a t moderate exposure w i t h o u t sunburn l e a d s t o 

melanoma. F a c t : Melanoma m o r t a l i t y r a t e s are 

i n c r e a s i n g i n men over 50, age 50, but t h e y ' r e 

d e c l i n i n g i n women under age 5 0 . D e s p i t e the 

d i s p a r i t y , almost no p u b i c e d u c a t i o n campaigns are 

d i r e c t e d a t the p e o p l e s u f f e r i n g from melanoma, and 

t h a t ' s men over age 5 0 . Men are more than t w i c e as 

l i k e l y t o d i e from melanoma, y e t an e s t i m a t e d 

95 p e r c e n t of a l l p u b l i c h e a l t h campaigns about 

melanoma are d i r e c t e d a t our y o u t h . 

The N a t i o n a l Cancer I n s t i t u t e , SEER Report, 

t r a c k s t r e n d s i n c a n c e r . The m a j o r i t y of melanoma 

i n c i d e n t s i s not r e l a t e d t o young fem a l e s , but 

a c t u a l l y t o o l d e r m a l e s . 62 p e r c e n t are o l d e r than 

age 4 5 . Compare t h i s t o the t y p i c a l demographic of a 

t y p i c a l t a n n e r , a w h i t e female between the ages of 18 

and 3 5 . 

Sunbeds are not s t r o n g e r than midday sun as 

t h e y ' r e o f t e n q u a n t i f i e d . Such comparisons are w i d e l y 

made y e t i n a c c u r a t e and m i s l e a d i n g . There's no 

g e n e r i c amount of s u n l i g h t . UV i n t e n s i t y d i f f e r s 

a c c o r d i n g t o time of day, time of y e a r , p r o x i m i t y t o 

the e q u a t o r , a l t i t u d e and r e f l e c t i v e s u r f a c e s , such as 

sand, snow and w a t e r . C l e a r l y the UV i n t e n s i t y on a 



c l e a r J u l y day a t noon on a beach i n Miami i s much 

s t r o n g e r than one 9:00 a.m. downtown H a r r i s b u r g on a 

c l o u d y J a n u a r y d a y . 

P l e a s e c o n s i d e r t h i s : I f t h i s law were t o 

pass, a P e n n s y l v a n i a n , 17-year o l d , c o u l d d r i v e a c a r , 

get m a r r i e d , have c h i l d r e n , go t o c o l l e g e , j o i n the 

m i l i t a r y , but not be a l l o w e d t o o b t a i n a c o s m e t i c t a n 

i n a c o n t r o l l e d environment i n a sunbed even i f h i s or 

her p a r e n t s a p p r o v e d . 

In c l o s i n g , I would a l s o ask t h a t i f you 

h o n e s t l y b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s s t a t e government s h o u l d ban 

c o n t r o l l e d UV o u t p u t from a sunbed f o r teens under 18, 

are you a l s o p r e p a r e d t o ban t h e s e same teens from sun 

exposure on the beaches at the v a r i o u s s t a t e p a r k s and 

thousands of o t h e r p o o l s , p l a y g r o u n d s and b a l l f i e l d s 

t h r o u g h o u t the S t a t e of P e n n s y l v a n i a . Thank y o u . 

MR. MILLER: Good a f t e r n o o n . Mr. Chairman, 

members of the committee. My name i s G r a n t M i l l e r , 

and I am the owner of Sun Your Buns L u x u r y Sun 

C e n t e r s . I have f i v e s t o r e l o c a t i o n s i n E r i e , 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and I am v e r y proud t o be i n v o l v e d i n 

the sun i n d u s t r y . I have been a b u s i n e s s owner f o r 

over 24 y e a r s , and c u r r e n t l y employ 23 employees w i t h 

a p a y r o l l e x c e e d i n g $330,000 a n n u a l l y . I am v e r y 

proud t o be a b u s i n e s s owner, job c r e a t o r and  



l i f e l o n g r e s i d e n t of t h i s g r e a t Commonwealth. 

As you c o n s i d e r t h i s p roposed ban on i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g f o r t e e n s , I am g o i n g t o t e l l you some t h i n g s 

t h a t s h o u l d c o n v i n c e you t h i s ban i s unnecessary, 

unwarranted and bound t o be e x t r e m e l y unpopular w i t h 

the m a j o r i t y of your c o n s t i t u e n t s . Most of my f e l l o w 

p r o f e s s i o n a l i n d o o r sun c e n t e r owners are t y p i c a l l y 

s m a l l b u s i n e s s e s w i t h one major e x c e p t i o n . There are 

many more women i n our i n d u s t r y than you see i n o t h e r 

i n d u s t r i e s . In f a c t , t he m a j o r i t y of our owners are 

women. The m a j o r i t y of our employees are women and 

the m a j o r i t y of our c l i e n t s are women. The s m a l l 

b u s i n e s s owners who make t h e i r l i v i n g i n the i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g i n d u s t r y are t r u l y l i v i n g t he American dream. 

L i k e e n t r e p r e n e u r s i n o t h e r i n d u s t r i e s , t h e y r i s k 

e v e r y t h i n g , t a k e n second mortgages on t h e i r homes, 

d e p l e t e d t h e i r s a v i n g s and cash and t h e i r r e t i r e m e n t 

i n p u r s u i t of a dream t o c r e a t e a b e t t e r l i f e f o r 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s . They are a l s o committed t o p r o v i d i n g 

a s a f e environment t o a l l of t h e i r c l i e n t s and would 

not be i n v o l v e d i n t h i s i n d u s t r y i f we thought f o r a 

second we were harming anyone. 

I am here t o a s s u r e t h i s committee today t h a t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a i n d o o r t a n n i n g f a c i l i t i e s are a l r e a d y 

s u b j e c t t o the code of f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s , T i t l e 21, 



S e c t i o n 2140.20, the f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n i s s u e d by the 

Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n g o v e r n i n g sunbeds and 

sunlamps. These r e g u l a t i o n s r e q u i r e v i s i b l e warning 

s i g n s , t h e use of eyewear, maximum t i m e r i n t e r v a l s 

s p e c i f i e d by r e g u l a t i o n and i n s t r u c t i o n s t o u s e r s t o 

a v o i d or m i n i m i z e i n j u r y . There are a l s o s t r i c t 

l i m i t s on u l t r a v i o l e n t o u t p u t of the equipment. 

R e g a r d i n g our teenage c l i e n t s , i t i s s t a n d a r d 

o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e a t my sun c e n t e r s and most o t h e r s 

i n t he s t a t e t o o b t a i n s i g n e d p a r e n t a l consent f o r 

anyone under the age of 18. We r e q u i r e a p a r e n t t o 

come i n b e f o r e t h e i r c h i l d i s ever a l l o w e d t o t a n . We 

e x p l a i n the p r o c e s s , make sure they u n d e r s t a n d the 

p o t e n t i a l r i s k of overex p o s u r e or sunburn and have the 

p a r e n t s s i g n a p a r e n t a l consent form g i v i n g t h e i r 

c h i l d p e r m i s s i o n t o use our f a c i l i t i e s . 

My s t a f f i s Smart Tan c e r t i f i e d , which 

p r o v i d e s another l a y e r of p r o t e c t i o n so t h a t we adhere 

t o a l l p r e v a i l i n g i n d u s t r y s a f e t y and g u i d e l i n e s . We 

a l s o p r o v i d e a l i s t of p o t e n t i a l p h o t o s e n s i t i v e 

m e d i c a t i o n s , and we s k i n t ype our c l i e n t s t o a v o i d any 

ove r e x p o s u r e s i t u a t i o n s . The s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e 

between o b t a i n i n g a sun s e s s i o n i n d o o r s compared t o 

outdoors i s t h a t an i n d o o r sun c e n t e r p r o v i d e s f o r a 

c o n t r o l l e d environment t h a t can d r a s t i c a l l y d e c r e a s e 



any s l i g h t chance of o v e r e x p o s u r e . When someone tans 

outdoors the UV exposure t h e y r e c e i v e on any g i v e n day 

v a r i e s by the time of day, time of y e a r , a t m o s p h e r i c 

c o n d i t i o n s or o t h e r d a i l y v a r i a n c e s , and t h a t ' s the 

reason i n d o o r sun c e n t e r s are so i m p o r t a n t . We 

p r o v i d e t h i s c o n t r o l l e d environment so t h a t a l l 

c l i e n t s , whether t h e y are 18 or 80, can o b t a i n a 

moderate UV exposure s e s s i o n w h i l e m i n i m i z i n g the r i s k 

of o v e r e x p o s u r e . 

I f t h i s b i l l p a s s e s , teens w i l l not have t h i s 

r i g h t and w i l l a c t u a l l y be more at r i s k f o r 

o v e r e x p o s u r e . You are f o r c i n g them t o l a y o u t s i d e on 

s h i n y r e f l e c t i v e b l a n k e t s f o r hours on end w i t h o u t 

p r o p e r p r o t e c t i o n , e d u c a t i o n , or s u p e r v i s i o n . 

I n P e n n s y l v a n i a teens can hunt and d r i v e a t 

age 16, get m a r r i e d w i t h p a r e n t a l consent, and have 

c h i l d r e n w i t h or w i t h o u t p a r e n t a l c o n s e n t . At age 17, 

a te e n can j o i n t he m i l i t a r y w i t h p a r e n t a l consent or 

go o f f t o c o l l e g e . Y e t , i f t h i s b i l l p a s s e s , t h e y 

won't a b l e t o get a s a f e , moderate c o n t r o l l e d sun 

s e s s i o n even w i t h p a r e n t a l c o n s e n t . Banning moderate 

s u n s h i n e t h a t God i n t e n d e d our b o d i e s t o use i n o r d e r 

t o produce e s s e n t i a l V i t a m i n D j u s t goes beyond any 

l o g i c a l common s e n s e . Not o n l y would you be t a k i n g 

away an i m p o r t a n t r i g h t t o l e t a p a r e n t make an 



i n f o r m e d c h o i c e r e g a r d i n g t h e i r c h i l d , you would 

a c t u a l l y be harming t h a t c h i l d i n the l o n g t e r m . 

Any c a n c e r ' s a v e r y sad t h i n g . I s i n c e r e l y 

w i s h we c o u l d e l i m i n a t e e v e r y cancer, but the f a c t s 

are t h i s : W i t h o u t s u n s h i n e , our e n t i r e e x i s t e n c e 

would not be p o s s i b l e . W i t h o u t the sun we would a l l 

be d e a d . The tun i s the s o u r c e of a l l l i f e . A sunbed 

emits t h e same UV l i g h t spectrum as the n a t u r a l s u n . 

R i g h t now o u t s i d e , the sun c o n t a i n s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

95 p e r c e n t UVA r a y s and 5 p e r c e n t UVB r a y s , which i s 

the same e x a c t UV r a t i o produced by my sunbeds. They 

are no b e t t e r , t h e y are no worse than the s u n . 

Out of e v e r y t h i n g we have h e a r d today, t h e r e 

has been no s c i e n t i f i c e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t e d a t a l l t h a t 

any of t h e s k i n cancer t a l k e d about today have ever 

been caused by a sunbed. I n my b e a u t i f u l hometown of 

E r i e , we have one of the most b e l o v e d a s s e t s of the 

e n t i r e Commonwealth: Presque I s l e S t a t e P a r k . 13 

m i l e s of b e a u t i f u l sandy beaches, home t o b o a t i n g , 

swimming and a l l k i n d s of summer r e c r e a t i o n . Presque 

I s l e S t a t e P a r k h o s t s n e a r l y 4 m i l l i o n v i s i t o r s a 

y e a r , more so than e i t h e r Y e l l o w Stone or Yosemite 

N a t i o n a l P a r k s . 

I f you are s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s 

n e e d l e s s ban on t e e n t a n n i n g , you might as w e l l 



p a d l o c k Presque I s l e S t a t e P a r k , t u r n away the 

4 m i l l i o n f a m i l y v i s i t o r s who d r i v e from a l l over t o 

e n j o y i t s outdoor s u n s h i n e a c t i v i t i e s . The d e c i s i o n 

of whether a minor can suntan s h o u l d remain f i r m l y 

w i t h the p a r e n t . 

I would urge you t o p l e a s e oppose t h i s 

u nwarranted l e g i s l a t i o n . I thank you v e r y much f o r 

your time and c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Members, s t a f f ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T o e p e l . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. I had a q u e s t i o n about your, i n your 

p a c k e t you have a q u e s t i o n n a i r e . I guess your s t a f f 

does an assessment on t h e i r s k i n t y p e . C o u l d you 

d e s c r i b e t o me what k i n d of t r a i n i n g t h e y have t o do 

t h a t , because I'm l o o k i n g over the q u e s t i o n n a i r e , and 

i t seems a l i t t l e b i t s u b j e c t i v e . I'd have t r o u b l e 

a n swering some of t h e s e q u e s t i o n s . I b e l i e v e I c o u l d 

answer s e v e r a l of them i n m u l t i p l e ways. 

MR. MILLER: You're r e f e r r i n g t o the s k i n 

t y p e a n a l y s i s form? 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: Yes, I t h i n k i t says 

s k i n t y p e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 

MR. MILLER: W e l l , I don't have the form i n 

f r o n t me, but the form you're r e f e r r i n g t o , t h e r e ' s 



s i x , seven, e i g h t d i f f e r e n t q u e s t i o n s t h a t we would 

ask a p o t e n t i a l t a n n i n g c l i e n t , and the way t h e y 

answer t h o s e q u e s t i o n s , i t g e t s a number s c o r e . Now, 

i t ' s not a p e r f e c t s c o r e , but -- and, a g a i n , you have 

the sheet i n f r o n t of y o u . I a p o l o g i z e . I d o n ' t . 

But when you add up the numbers, when th e y f i l l out 

the -- when we ask the q u e s t i o n s , t h a t number t e l l s 

what s k i n t ype t h e y a r e . Now, I can p r e t t y much l o o k 

at somebody -- now, I've been d o i n g t h i s so l o n g I 

can t e l l someone's a s k i n Type I I , a s k i n Type I I I or 

s k i n Type I V . Somebody w i t h a d a r k e r s k i n tone, f o r 

example, an A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n , t h a t would be a s k i n 

Type V, t h e y would have h a r d l y any r i s k of b u r n i n g . 

Somebody v e r y , v e r y l i g h t , a r e d - h a i r e d g i r l w i t h 

w h i t e s k i n , f r e c k l e s and b l u e eyes, t h a t would 

p r o b a b l y be a s k i n Type I . We would a c t u a l l y 

recommend t o t h a t i n d i v i d u a l , she i s not a b l e t o 

dev e l o p a t a n whether i n s i d e or o u t s i d e . So our 

sunbeds would not even be a l o g i c a l c a n d i d a t e f o r 

h e r . 

We t a l k e d e a r l i e r about the spray-on t a n n i n g . 

My f a c i l i t y and most t a n n i n g f a c i l i t i e s i n the 

Commonwealth do o f f e r spray-on t a n s , which i s a g r e a t 

a l t e r n a t i v e because i t i s a UV f r e e o p t i o n . I t g i v e s 

you a c o s m e t i c t a n .  



REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: What k i n d of 

t r a i n i n g does your s t a f f r e c e i v e ? I mean, o b v i o u s l y 

some of your c l i e n t s would be v e r y easy t o determine 

what t y p e of s k i n t y pe t h e y had i f t h e y were f a i r . 

MR. MILLER: S u r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: But t h e r e are p e o p l e 

l i k e me, l i k e what would I be? How would your s t a f f 

be t r a i n e d t o a s s e s s what k i n d of s k i n t y pe I have 

because you're g o i n g t o make a recommendation on how 

l o n g I can s t a y i n the t a n n i n g bed based on t h a t ? 

MR. MILLER: C o r r e c t . W e l l , by answering 

the q u e s t i o n s , h a i r c o l o r , eye c o l o r , s k i n c o l o r , 

t h a t t e l l s us what your s k i n t y pe i s . I can t e l l 

r i g h t now l o o k i n g a t you, ma'am, you're a s k i n Type 

I I , b o r d e r l i n e , a l i g h t s k i n Type I I I . And your s k i n 

tone i s v e r y s i m i l a r t o my s k i n tone, so I know when 

I put you i n t o a t a n n i n g bed and when I s e t the t i m e , 

I'm g o i n g t o s e t a time t o be v e r y e q u i v a l e n t t o what 

my s k i n tone would be, minus or p l u s , you know, what 

your tone i s . 

As f a r as the t r a i n i n g goes, we are a member 

of the Smart Tan o r g a n i z a t i o n . A l l of my employees 

have t o go t h r o u g h Smart Tan t r a i n i n g . I t ' s a r a t h e r 

comprehensive, and t h e y l e a r n about a l l of the 

p o t e n t i a l r i s k t o be a v o i d w i t h o v e r e x p o s u r e . We 



l e a r n how t o s k i n t ype p e o p l e , and t h a t ' s j u s t 

something t h a t we d o . We've been v e r y p r o f e s s i o n a l i n 

our i n d u s t r y . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: So b a s i c a l l y t h e s e 

are your own p r o c e d u r e s . They're not r e g u l a t e d , the 

p a r e n t a l consent f o r m s . The s k i n assessment i s 

something t h a t you do i n your company? 

MR. MILLER: W e l l , r i g h t now i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

t h e r e i s no r e g u l a t i o n f o r p a r e n t a l c o n s e n t . S i n c e 

the day t h a t I opened my sun c e n t e r , seven or e i g h t 

y e a r s ago, we have made t h a t a v o l u n t a r y c ompliance 

t h a t we d o . And q u i t e f r a n k l y , most t a n n i n g s a l o n s 

I've v i s i t e d i n the Commonwealth, t h e y a l s o have a 

v e r y s i m i l a r p r o c e d u r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: W e l l , s o r r y , I t h i n k 

I d i d ask more than one q u e s t i o n , Chairman. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: No, t h a t ' s okay? 

MR. MILLER: They were good q u e s t i o n s . That 

was f i n e . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: I do agree at the 

v e r y minimum t h e y s h o u l d have a p a r e n t a l consent 

form, so I do commend you f o r a t l e a s t r e q u i r i n g 

t h a t . 

Now, the w arning i t s e l f , you say i s 

r e g u l a t e d , the w arning has t o be on the t a n n i n g bed. 



Where i s i t ? I s i t a l i t t l e p l a c a r d someplace? Or do 

you g i v e them a w r i t t e n warning and the p a r e n t a 

w r i t t e n warning about the dangers of the t a n n i n g 

booth? 

MR. MILLER: A c t u a l l y b o t h . E v e r y sunbed 

manufactured i n America has a -- what would you c a l l 

i t , Joe? I t ' s a... 

MR. SCHUSTER: I t ' s a warning. 21 C of p a r t 

1040.20 mandates t h a t you have t o have t h i s w arning 

statement i n e s s e n c e . I t says d a n g e r . I t ' s a danger 

w a r n i n g . Use of UV r a d i a t i o n may l e a d t o s k i n 

c a n c e r . That's the t i t l e , t h a t ' s the f i r s t statement 

on t h a t w a r n i n g . Now, i t ' s g e n e r a l l y put i n a 

l o c a t i o n t h a t ' s r i g h t i n f r o n t of the t a n n e r , the 

p r o s p e c t i v e t a n n e r as t h e y go i n t o use the sunbed. 

I t ' s r i g h t on the f r o n t of the sunbed. A l l sunbeds 

made i n t h i s c o u n t r y must c a r r y t h a t w a r n i n g . But i n 

a d d i t i o n , l o c a t i o n s , p r o f e s s i o n a l t a n n i n g s a l o n s a l s o 

c a r r y t h a t warning statement on a w r i t t e n document 

t h a t i s r e a d t o t h a t p r o s p e c t i v e t a n n e r or p a r e n t 

p r i o r t o even s e t t i n g f o o t i n t o a t a n n i n g b e d . 

REPRESENTATIVE TOEPEL: Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Any o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s ? D a v i d . 

MR. TYLER: A l t h o u g h the Presque I s l e l o c k , 



on Presque I s l e statement was c u t e , t h a t ' s not a 

r e p e a t e d a c t i o n . F a m i l i e s s h o u l d go t h e r e , g o i n g 

maybe once, t w i c e , f i v e , s i x times a year w i t h t h e i r 

f a m i l y members, whereas a l o t of your c l i e n t s may be 

g o i n g d a i l y f o r months, y e a r s . 

What are you d o i n g as the i n d u s t r y t o warn 

tho s e p e o p l e who may have acknowledged the dangers, 

but c o n t i n u e t o use i t beyond recommended usage? 

MR. MILLER: W e l l , f i r s t of a l l , 

r e s p e c t f u l l y , I was not t r y i n g t o be c u t e . Our -- we 

p r o v i d e a c o n t r o l l e d e n v i r o n m e n t . I almost f e e l l i k e 

I'm a b a r t e n d e r w o r k i n g a t a b a r . I f you come i n and 

you tanned r e c e n t l y and your f a c e l o o k s p i n k or 

overexposed, I w i l l t u r n you away. We t u r n customers 

away e v e r y day i f t h e y come i n and t h e y appear t o be 

o v e r e x p o s e d . We f i g h t w i t h c l i e n t s c o n s t a n t l y 

because t h e y want t o go i n f o r the f u l l time of the 

b e d . Sunbeds have a maximum time of 20 m i n u t e s . 

Sunbeds have a maximum bed as s h o r t as n i n e m i n u t e s . 

C l i e n t s v e r y f r e q u e n t l y want t o go i n f o r the most 

amount o f time k i n d of l i k e an a l l - y o u - c a n - e a t 

b u f f e t . You want t o eat as much f o o d as you can t o 

get your monies w o r t h . We c o n s t a n t l y -- but i t ' s 

v e r y t r u e , we c o n s t a n t l y b a t t l e . We are the 

p r o t e c t o r of them. When you go t o Presque I s l e S t a t e 



Park, t h e r e ' s p e o p l e t h e r e t h i s weekend t h a t d i d not 

wear s u n s c r e e n . They're o u t s i d e u n p r o t e c t e d . That 

i s a f a r more danger than coming i n t o my t a n n i n g 

s a l o n and coming i n t h e r e w i t h us g u i d i n g you so you 

don't overexpose y o u r s e l f . We're out t h e r e t r y i n g t o 

p r o t e c t p e o p l e . When your k i d s are h a v i n g a s o c c e r 

game, a b a s e b a l l game, o u t s i d e , t h e r e ' s no p r o t e c t i o n 

f o r them. I r o u t i n e l y see p e o p l e i f I'm g o l f i n g , 

I ' l l g i v e them my sun s c r e e n because I can j u s t t e l l 

t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g beet r e d f i v e hours g o l f i n g a t a g o l f 

c o u r s e . 

So I f i r m l y b e l i e v e t h a t we are the 

r e s p o n s i b l e p a r t i e s h e r e . We've k i n d of made out t o 

be l i k e t he v i l l a i n s , and I t r u l y r e s e n t t h a t because 

we're here t r y i n g t o p r o t e c t p e o p l e . I've a l s o 

s u b m i t t e d a bunch of e - m a i l s from my customers who are 

v e r y much opposed t o t h i s b a n . And i f you r e a d t h o s e 

e - m a i l s -- and I would r e a l l y urge you t o do so -¬

t h e r e ' s p e o p l e t h a t are u s i n g a sunbed because t h e i r 

d o c t o r s a i d i t h e l p s them w i t h d e p r e s s i o n , h e l p s them 

w i t h t h e i r low b l o o d p r e s s u r e , h e l p s them w i t h t h e i r 

s e l f esteem. T h i s i s not j u s t a c o s m e t i c t h i n g . 

P e o p l e come t o us f o r many, many d i f f e r e n t c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r h e a l t h t h a t makes them f e e l b e t t e r . Now, we 

cannot t e l l them t o do t h a t . I f a d o c t o r t e l l s them 



t o come, you know, t o c l e a r up t h e i r acne, t h a t ' s 

f i n e . We do not promote i t t h a t way. But p e o p l e a l l 

the time t e l l me, I use your f a c i l i t y f o r r e a s o n s , 

o t h e r than g e t t i n g a c o s m e t i c c o l o r . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Swanger. 

MS. SWANGER: Thank y o u . The s u n t a n n i n g 

s a l o n o p e r a t o r -- s o r r y . 

MR. MILLER: That's o k a y . 

REPRESENTATIVE SWANGER: Mr. M i l l e r , you 

o b v i o u s l y are a v e r y r e s p o n s i b l e b u s i n e s s owner, and 

you t a k e p r e c a u t i o n s , a c c o r d i n g t o your t e s t i m o n y , t o 

make su r e t h a t the c l i e n t s are a p p r i s e d of the r i s k s 

and you t r y t o keep them s a f e , but I can ' t b e l i e v e 

t h a t a l l t a n n i n g bed s a l o n s go t o t h i s l e n g t h . I 

mean, t h e r e are no r e q u i r e m e n t s t h a t t h e y do what 

you're d o i n g , i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? And can you h o n e s t l y 

say t h a t you t h i n k e v e r y t a n n i n g bed s a l o n goes t o 

the e x t e n t t h a t you do t o p r o t e c t i t s customers? 

MR. MILLER: W e l l , I can't p e r s o n a l l y vouch 

f o r e v e r y t a n n i n g s a l o n i n the Commonwealth or the 

c o u n t r y . I t h i n k i f you would v i s i t most t a n n i n g 

s a l o n s you would f i g u r e t he v a s t m a j o r i t y do f o l l o w 

t h e s e p r e c a u t i o n s . But, r e a l l y , t he i s s u e here today 

was t r y i n g t o ban teen t a n n i n g , and I j u s t t h i n k t h a t 



i s j u s t a bad, bad i d e a . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Are you through? 

Mr. Boop. 

MS. SWANGER: S o r r y , yes, I'm t h r o u g h . 

MR. BOOP: J u s t r e a l l y b r i e f l y , you had 

t a l k e d e a r l i e r about how you t r y t o s k i n t y pe p e o p l e , 

and then determine how much time t h e y can spend i n 

the bed, and t h i s q u e s t i o n c o u l d be a c t u a l l y f o r 

e i t h e r . Do you f i n d t h a t some of your c l i e n t s , i n 

a d d i t i o n t o coming i n and u s i n g the t a n n i n g beds, 

a l s o are t a n n i n g o u t s i d e , l a y i n g out? Do you f i n d 

t h a t a t a l l ? 

MR. MILLER: W e l l , t h e y c o u l d be, but once 

a g a i n , i f we n o t i c e somebody comes i n and i f t h e y 

l o o k l i k e t h e y ' r e overexposed i n any way whatsoever, 

we w i l l send them home. We say, I'm s o r r y , I c a n ' t 

ta n you t o d a y . You cannot use my equipment t o d a y . 

MR. BOOP: So you're l i m i t i n g the time t h a t 

t h e y ' r e i n the beds, but you're a l s o making an 

assessment as t o whether or not they s h o u l d be u s i n g 

the bed on a p a r t i c u l a r day? 

MR. MILLER: A b s o l u t e l y . And t h o s e angry 

customers, when t h e y get t u r n e d away from our s a l o n , 

t h e y c a l l me, and I am more than happy t o t a k e t h o s e 

c a l l s because I s t a n d up f o r the employees a l l the  



t i m e . I f an employee t u r n s away a customer, I'm 

b e h i n d them 110 p e r c e n t . And a f t e r I t a l k t o the 

customer, when th e y c a l l me, s a y i n g I wasn't a b l e t o 

use your f a c i l i t y today, once I e x p l a i n t o them v e r y 

c a l m l y and r e a s o n a b l y why we do t h a t , t h e y a c t u a l l y 

thank me a f t e r w a r d s because t h e y r e a l i z e , yeah, I 

p r o b a b l y s h o u l d n ' t have been g o i n g t h e r e t o d a y . 

MR. BOOP: And t h i s q u e s t i o n i s f o r 

Mr. S c h u s t e r . There was the d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s 

consent form f o r minors, and I know t h a t you're 

r e p r e s e n t i n g the i n d o o r t a n n i n g a s s o c i a t i o n . Have 

you seen t h a t the m a j o r i t y of the t a n n i n g s a l o n s are 

a c t u a l l y d o i n g forms l i k e t h a t or i s t h i s something 

t h a t ' s j u s t happening a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r salon?my 

background goes back 25 y e a r s i n the i n d u s t r y . For 

the p r e v i o u s 15, I've s e r v e d as an e d u c a t o r f o r the 

Suntanning A s s o c i a t i o n f o r E d u c a t i o n . P a r t of as 

what Mr. M i l l e r p r e s e n t e d w i t h Smart Tan 

a c c r e d i t a t i o n , the Suntanning A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 

E d u c a t i o n a l s o p r o v i d e s t h i s t y pe of a c c r e d i t a t i o n . 

I've t r a v e l e d around the c o u n t r y and Canada 

over the l a s t 15 y e a r s d o i n g t h e s e e x a c t t r a i n i n g s and 

b a s i n g t h e s e t h i n g s , t h e s e s t a t e m e n t s , t h e s e warning 

s t a t e m e n t s , t h e y consent forms i n a l l s t a t e s 

r e g a r d l e s s of whether i t was a r e q u i r e m e n t or n o t . 



And I t h i n k y o u ' l l f i n d t o G r a n t ' s p o i n t , I t h i n k i f 

you t r a v e l e d and you a c t u a l l y v i s i t e d a t a n n i n g s a l o n , 

I t h i n k y o u ' l l f i n d t h a t most of them do comply w i t h 

t h a t , even though i t ' s not a r e q u i r e m e n t . They a l l 

comply, and i t ' s good b u s i n e s s . I t ' s a good p o i n t . 

I f I might make one o t h e r c l a r i f i c a t i o n , we 

t a l k e d about -- R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Toepel, you mentioned 

the s k i n t y p i n g s c a l e . I j u s t wanted t o make sure we 

a l l u n d e r s t a n d , t h i s i s not an i n d u s t r y s c a l e . T h i s 

i s not G r a n t ' s s c a l e . T h i s i s Thomas F i t z p a t r i c k ' s 

s k i n t y p i n g s c a l e . T h i s i s an a c c e p t e d s k i n t y p i n g 

s c a l e . T h i s i s n ' t something t h a t was d e v e l o p e d w i t h i n 

the i n d u s t r y . Thomas F i t z p a t r i c k i s no l o n g e r w i t h 

us, but he de v e l o p e d t h i s a number of y e a r s ago, and 

i t ' s been a p p l i e d t o the i n d o o r t a n n i n g i n d u s t r y . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: L e t me j u s t -- one 

q u i c k q u e s t i o n the Chairman wanted me t o a s k . How 

many i n d o o r t a n n i n g s a l o n s are t h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

about? Do you have any i d e a ? 

MR. SCHUSTER: N a t i o n a l l y I ' l l s t a r t -¬

n a t i o n a l l y we've got about 16,000, 17,000. In the 

s t a t e of P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h e r e are under 1,000 r i g h t 

now, and t h a t ' s a f r e e s t a n d i n g , Chairman, t h a t ' s a 

f r e e s t a n d i n g t a n n i n g s a l o n , not a l o c a t i o n t h a t would 

open up l i k e i n a gym, f o r example. 



REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: So t h a t would be — 

i n a d d i t i o n , t he ones i n the gyms are a d d i t i o n t o 

what you're s a y i n g ? 

MR. SCHUSTER: F r e e s t a n d i n g , you have under 

a 1,000 i n the s t a t e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. W e l l , thank 

you v e r y much f o r coming i n t o d a y . I a p p r e c i a t e you 

a l l t e s t i f y i n g , t a k i n g your t i m e . Thank y o u . 

Our n e x t p a n e l -- we're g o i n g t o t r y t o wrap 

t h i s up by 1:00 o ' c l o c k . I t ' s around 20 of 12 or 

1:00. The f o u r t h p a n e l and f i n a l p a n e l i s D a v i d 

Woodmansee, i s t h a t c o r r e c t -- Woodmansee -- A s s o c i a t e 

D i r e c t o r of the America Cancer S o c i e t y , Cancer A c t i o n 

Network. Go ahead when you're r e a d y . 

MR. WOODMANSEE: Mr. Chairman, members of 

the committee, my name i s Dave Woodmansee, and on 

b e h a l f o f the American Cancer A c t i o n Network, I thank 

you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o come here today t o t e s t i f y 

r e g a r d i n g HB369. The America Cancer S o c i e t y Cancer 

Network (ACS CAN) i s the n o n p r o f i t , n o n p a r t i s a n 

advocacy a f f i l i a t e of the America Cancer S o c i e t y t h a t 

s u p p o r t s e v i d e n c e - b a s e d p o l i c y and l e g i s l a t i v e 

s o l u t i o n s d e s i g n e d t o e l i m i n a t e cancer as a major 

h e a l t h p r o b l e m . 

S k i n c a n c e r i s the most common of a l l cancer 



t y p e s w i t h more than one m i l l i o n s k i n cancer d i a g n o s e s 

each y e a r the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

An i n d i v i d u a l who uses an i n d o o r t a n n i n g 

d e v i c e w i l l have a s u b s t a n t i a l l y h i g h e r dose p e r u n i t 

time of UV r a d i a t i o n than i s e x p e r i e n c e d i n r e g u l a r 

d a i l y l i f e . One 15- t o 30-minute s e s s i o n i n an i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g d e v i c e i s b e l i e v e d t o be the e q u i v a l e n t of one 

day a t t h e beach i n the s u n . The i n c r e a s e d UV 

r a d i a t i o n i n t e n s i t y and f r e q u e n c y i n which the 

i n d i v i d u a l s can use i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s c o u l d 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n c r e a s e the r i s k f o r s k i n c a n c e r . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n between UV exposure from 

i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s and melanoma i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 

what we a l r e a d y know about the a s s o c i a t i o n between UV 

exposure from the sun and melanoma. The h a r m f u l 

e f f e c t s , i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l t y p e s of s k i n c a n c e r , 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e x c e s s i v e sun exposure are due t o the 

net e f f e c t of b o t h UVB and UVA r a d i a t i o n from the s u n . 

The UV r a d i a t i o n from the sun i s p r i m a r i l y UVA 

r a d i a t i o n (95 p e r c e n t ) . I t was p r e v i o u s l y b e l i e v e d 

t h a t o n l y UVB r a d i a t i o n caused s k i n c a n c e r . Now as 

the e v i d e n c e b u i l d s i t i s becoming c l e a r e r t h a t UVA 

r a d i a t i o n a l s o causes s k i n c a n c e r . 

Compounding the r i s k f o r s k i n cancer from the 

use of i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s are the d a t a t h a t show 



i n d i v i d u a l s a l r e a d y v u l n e r a b l e t o s k i n c a n c e r , m a i n l y 

a d o l e s c e n t g i r l s w i t h some sun s e n s i t i v i t y -- say t h a t 

f i v e t i m e s c o r r e c t -- who b e l i e v e p e o p l e l o o k b e t t e r 

or h e a l t h i e r w i t h a t a n are f r e q u e n t u s e r s of i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g d e v i c e s . 

And as you can see, I t h i n k you have my 

t e s t i m o n y i n f r o n t of you, t h e r e are f o o t n o t e s t o a l l 

t h e s e f a c t s t h a t I am g i v i n g , and you can see t h a t 

t h e y are done i n a s c i e n t i f i c way, and t h e y ' r e peer 

r e v i e w e d j o u r n a l s , t h a t t h e s e s t a t i s t i c s appear i n . 

Because th e h a r m f u l e f f e c t s of UV exposure 

are c u m u l a t i v e over t i m e , i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s pose 

a h i g h r i s k f o r c h i l d r e n and a d o l e s c e n t s by 

p o t e n t i a l l y i n c r e a s i n g o v e r a l l l i f e t i m e UV e x p o s u r e . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n between the use of i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g d e v i c e s and s k i n cancer i s r e c o g n i z e d by 

l e a d i n g s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n s . The World H e a l t h 

O r g a n i z a t i o n , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission of 

N o n - I o n i z i n g R a d i a t i o n P r o t e c t i o n , the N a t i o n a l 

T o x i c o l o g y Program i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , the N a t i o n a l 

R a d i o l o g i c a l P r o t e c t i o n Board i n the UK, the N a t i o n a l 

H e a l t h and M e d i c a l Research C o u n c i l of A u s t r a l i a and 

EUROSKIN have a l l i s s u e d r e p o r t s on the adverse h e a l t h 

e f f e c t s of the use of i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s , and most 

have recommended t h a t minors under the age of 18, as  



w e l l as i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h a d d i t i o n a l r i s k f a c t o r s f o r 

s k i n c a n c e r , not use i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s . 

A m e t a - a n a l y s i s conducted i n 2006 by the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Agency f o r Research on Cancer ( I A R C ) as 

i t ' s known, found t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s who i n i t i a t e use of 

i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s a t a younger age have a 

75 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e d r i s k f o r melanoma than 

i n d i v i d u a l s who never use i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s . The 

m e t - a n a l y s i s c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e r e i s s u f f i c i e n t 

e v i d e n c e f o r a c a u s a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g d e v i c e use and melanoma. 

The IARC r e p o r t a l s o a d d r e s s e d the i s s u e of 

V i t a m i n D and UV e x p o s u r e . The r e p o r t i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

due t o t h e s e r i o u s h e a l t h consequences a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

use of i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s , the f a c t t h a t t h e y are 

more e x p e n s i v e and l e s s c o n v e n i e n t than t a k i n g v i t a m i n 

supplements, and the consumers' i n a b i l i t y t o a s s e s s 

how much UVB exposure t h e y are a c t u a l l y r e c e i v i n g f o r 

V i t a m i n D p h o t o s y n t h e s i s , the use of t h e s e d e v i c e s as 

a sou r c e of V i t a m i n D s h o u l d be d i s c o u r a g e d . 

From 1988 t o 2009, t h e r e ' s been a s u b s t a n t i a l 

i n c r e a s e i n the number of teens and young a d u l t s who 

r e p o r t u s i n g an i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e . From 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 p e r c e n t i n 1988 t o 27 p e r c e n t i n 2007. 

In 2004, almost a f i f t h of teenaged g i r l s r e p o r t e d  



u s i n g an i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e . Teenagers who use 

i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s are more l i k e l y t o have p a r e n t s 

who a l s o use them. And y o u ' l l see t h a t t h e r e ' s a 

st u d y t h a t ' s c i t e d from the J o u r n a l of Cancer 

r e g a r d i n g t h a t s t a t i s t i c . The r i s k a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

the use of i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s and s k i n cancer i s 

c l e a r l y not w e l l u n d e r s t o o d or a p p r e c i a t e d by teens 

and young a d u l t s or sometimes even t h e i r p a r e n t s . 

C u r r e n t l y the Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

o n l y recommends, but does not r e q u i r e or e n f o r c e any 

r e g u l a t i o n s on the use of i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e s . 

There are some v e r y good a c t o r s , as you j u s t h e a r d 

from p r e v i o u s t o me, but u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h a t i s 

p r o b a b l y not the case a c r o s s the b o a r d . T h i r t y - o n e 

s t a t e s c u r r e n t l y r e g u l a t e the use of i n d o o r t a n n i n g 

d e v i c e s by minors, a l t h o u g h p o l i c i e s v a r y w i d e l y 

between s t a t e s . One s t u d y found t h a t a mere 

11 p e r c e n t of t a n n i n g s a l o n s f o l l o w e d the FDA's 

recommendations of t h r e e s e s s i o n s or fewer i n the 

f i r s t week of t a n n i n g . A g a i n , you w i l l see a s t u d y 

c i t e d a t the b o t t o m . Other s t u d i e s have consumers 

r e p o r t i n g t h a t t h e y ' r e not b e i n g warned of the h e a l t h 

r i s k s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i n d o o r t a n n i n g , nor d i d th e y see 

a warning s i g n i n the s a l o n . In a d d i t i o n t o the 

t a n n i n g i n d u s t r y ' s l a c k of compl i a n c e , s t a t e s and  



l o c a l i t i e s are not a c t i v e l y e n f o r c i n g t h e i r l a w s . In 

one s t u d y , l e s s than h a l f were i s s u i n g c i t a t i o n s f o r 

v i o l a t i o n s and a t h i r d were not p e r f o r m i n g c ompliance 

checks a t a l l . 

In c o n c l u s i o n , based on a r e v i e w of the b e s t 

s c i e n c e a v a i l a b l e , t he American Cancer S o c i e t y , Cancer 

A c t i o n Network and the American Cancer S o c i e t y s u p p o r t 

i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t would p r o h i b i t the use of minors i n 

t a n n i n g f a c i l i t i e s due t o the i n c r e a s e d r i s k f o r s k i n 

c a n c e r . We would a l s o l i k e t o see t h a t t a n n i n g s a l o n s 

are p r o p e r l y r e g u l a t e d and t h a t e f f e c t i v e enforcement 

p r o v i s i o n s are i n p l a c e and t h a t a l l consumers are 

p r o p e r l y i n f o r m e d about the r i s k of u s i n g i n d o o r 

t a n n i n g d e v i c e s . Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Members, s t a f f ? 

COMMITTEE MEMBER: J u s t v e r y b r i e f l y , on the 

f i r s t page, I t h i n k one of the most s h o c k i n g 

s t a t ements t h a t you made was t h a t the 15- t o 

30-minute s e s s i o n i n an i n d o o r t a n n i n g d e v i c e i s 

b e l i e v e d t o be e q u i v a l e n t t o one day i n f r o n t of the 

sun, a t the b e a c h . I saw f o o t n o t e s f o r a l l the o t h e r 

f a c t s i n your t e s t i m o n y here today, but I d i d n ' t see 

a f o o t n o t e f o r t h a t f a c t . Where does t h a t f a c t come 

from? 

MR. WOODMANSEE: You know what, I can get  



you t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n . T h i s was a c t u a l l y p ut t o g e t h e r 

w i t h a p o l i c y c o u n t e r p a r t of mine. I'm quote, 

unquote, a l o b b y i s t t h a t goes around t o 50 s t a t e s , 

not w o r k i n g t h i s i s s u e s o l e l y . I'm a c t u a l l y w o r k i n g 

on a l i t t l e t o p i c c a l l e d Implementation of S t a t e 

E xchanges. So you might see me back here b e f o r e 

l o n g , but t h a t ' s my main t o p i c , s k i n c ancer and 

t a n n i n g b e d s . I t ' s not my p r i m a r y t o p i c , but I have 

worked i n the p a s t , but I can as s u r e you I ' l l g et you 

a c i t a t i o n f o r t h a t . 

COMMITTEE MEMBER: W e l l , I h e a r d s i m i l a r 

s t a t i s t i c s t o t h a t b e f o r e , and I j u s t wanted t o see 

where t h a t a c t u a l l y came f r o m . 

MR. WOODMANSEE: I know. And I know i t ' s 

out t h e r e . That's why I can guarantee t h a t I'm g o i n g 

t o get i t f o r y o u . I don't know why, h o n e s t l y , i t 

was not i n c l u d e d . 

COMMITTEE MEMBER: Okay, thank y o u . 

MR. WOODMANSEE: Yeah. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Seeing no 

q u e s t i o n s , w e l l , thank you v e r y much, s i r , f o r your 

t e s t i m o n y , and your time f o r b e i n g h e r e . 

MR. WOODMANSEE: I a p p r e c i a t e i t . Thank 

you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: I want t o add t h a t 



we d i d r e c e i v e t e s t i m o n y , w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y from AIM 

at Melanoma from Samantha G u i l d . A l s o from the 

P r e s i d e n t of P e n n s y l v a n i a Dermatology P h y s i c i a n 

A s s i s t a n t s , Washington, PA, and a l s o from the 

American S o c i e t y f o r D e r m a t o l o g i c a l S u r g e r y . Is t h a t 

r i g h t ? 

COMMITTEE MEMBER: That sounds r i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: That sounds about 

good. W e l l , l i s t e n , thank you v e r y much everyone f o r 

b e i n g here and p r o v i d i n g your t e s t i m o n y and t a k i n g 

your time t o be h e r e . T h i s c o n c l u d e s our h e a r i n g . 

Thank y o u . 

(THEREUPON, p r o c e e d i n g s concluded.) 



R A N S C R I B E R ' S C E R T I F I C A T E 

I hereby c e r t i f y t h a t the t r a n s c r i p t of the 

eedings c o n t a i n e d h e r e i n are a t r u e and a c c u r a t e 

s c r i p t i o n as t r a n s c r i b e d by me from r e c o r d t e s t i m o n y ; 

I was not p e r s o n a l l y p r e s e n t a t the time of the 

r d ; t h a t the t r a n s c r i p t i o n was reduced t o p r i n t i n g 

e ; and t h a t t h i s i s a t r u e and c o r r e c t 

s c r i p t of the same, t o the b e s t of my a b i l i t y . 

Donna M. McMullen 
C e r t i f i e d M e r i t R e p o r t e r 

d: December 12, 2011 


