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CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Seeing t h a t the 

time has a r r i v e d a t 11 o ' c l o c k , the House L o c a l 

Government Committee w i l l b e g i n the p u b l i c 

h e a r i n g on House B i l l 633. 

I want to thank everybody f o r coming. 

I t seems l i k e i t ' s a r a t h e r popular h e a r i n g , 

and we have a gr e a t t u r n o u t h e r e . T h e r e ' l l be 

a l o t to l e a r n I'm sure, and thank you f o r 

be i n g h e r e . 

I'd l i k e to i n t r o d u c e the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t h a t are w i t h u s . W e ' l l b e g i n 

w i t h J e r r y . Do you want to announce who you 

are and where you're from? 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: I'm 

Re p r e s e n t a t i v e J e r r y Knowles. I'm from the 

124th D i s t r i c t , which i s i n a p o r t i o n Berks and 

S c h u y l k i l l c o u n t i e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE HICKERNELL: Good 

morning. Dave H i c k e r n e l l , L a n c a s t e r and 

Dauphin c o u n t i e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE DUNBAR: Good morning. 

George Dunbar, Westmoreland County, 56th 

D i s t r i c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Good 

morning. Dave Maloney, 130th, Berks County. 



REPRESENTATIVE TRUITT: Good morning. 

I'm Dan T r u i t t from the 156th D i s t r i c t i n 

Chester County. 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Good morning. 

Bryan C u t l e r , 100th D i s t r i c t , Southern 

L a n c a s t e r County. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: And myself, Tom 

C r e i g h t o n , Northern L a n c a s t e r County, 37th 

D i s t r i c t . 

We j u s t had Frank F a r r y . Do you want 

to i n t r o d u c e y o u r s e l f ? 

REPRESENTATIVE FARRY: Yes, Frank 

F a r r y , 142nd D i s t r i c t , Bucks County. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: G r e a t . Thank 

you . 

I'd l i k e to n o t i c e everybody t h a t PCN 

i s r e c o r d i n g . I b e l i e v e t h e r e ' s some other 

r e c o r d i n g going o n. So be aware t h a t what you 

say i s being r e c o r d e d . 

I encourage everybody -- I j u s t -- I 

lo v e i t when you speak p a s s i o n a t e l y and w i t h a 

l o t o f knowledge o f your i s s u e . Please t r y to 

not read your t e s t i m o n y . J u s t use i t as notes, 

and maybe we can ex p e d i t e the process h e r e . 

We've a l l o w e d two h o u r s . F i r s t hour 



i s f o r the news, and the second hour i s f o r the 

l o c a l government. 

I t h i n k what w e ' l l -- i f people 

a r e n ' t here, w e ' l l put them on the back and l e t 

them take the p o s i t i o n l a t e r i n the s e s s i o n . 

So w e ' l l s t a r t w i t h t h a t . 

Tim Hennessey? 

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSEY: H i . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: We've been 

j o i n e d by Tim Hennessey. 

Okay. We are i n a r e v o l u t i o n t h a t ' s 

been o c c u r r i n g i n the l a s t 10, 15 y e a r s . I t ' s 

c a l l e d the Web. 

And I p e r s o n a l l y have been G o o g l i z e d . 

When I get on Google, I h i t i n a couple key 

words. I f I don't l i k e what I get, I change 

the words I u s e . So I l i k e the s e a r c h a b i l i t y 

o f the I n t e r n e t . I l i k e the a b i l i t y to get 

i n f o r m a t i o n q u i c k l y and to get i t v e r i f i e d t h a t 

i t ' s t r u e . You can check back and f o r t h . 

So we're i n t h a t r e v o l u t i o n . We're 

seei n g t h i s r e v o l u t i o n h i t t i n g newspapers, 

l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g , and l o c a l government. And 

so t h a t ' s what t h i s h e a ring's a l l about i s to 

b r i n g a l l the f a c t s t o the t a b l e , and we j u s t 



a p p r e c i a t e you being t h e r e . 

I'd l i k e to t u r n now over to Bob f o r 

comments. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. F i r s t and foremost, I want t o 

thank the Chairman f o r h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o h o l d 

today's h e a r i n g . We had requested i t , and I 

a p p r e c i a t e h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o a l l o w t h i s p u b l i c 

f o r um. 

O b v i o u s l y t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n would mark 

a s i g n i f i c a n t departure from the way i n which 

p u b l i c n o t i c e s are d e a l t w i t h here i n the 

Commonwealth o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , and so i t i s 

c r i t i c a l . I t ' s v e r y important f o r us to hear 

testimony on a l l s i d e s o f t h i s i s s u e , to hear 

from the s t a k e h o l d e r s and those who w i l l be 

a f f e c t e d , and to get a b e t t e r handle on the 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f such l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I'm l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to the testimony 

today from a l l the i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s and hope 

t h a t i t w i l l be e n l i g h t e n i n g to the members o f 

t h i s committee, but, ag a i n , my thanks 

s p e c i f i c a l l y to the Chairman f o r h i s 

w i l l i n g n e s s t o a l l o w f o r t h i s k i n d o f forum. 

This i s how the l e g i s l a t i v e process 



s h o u l d work, where we examine i s s u e s i n d e t a i l , 

and I a p p r e c i a t e , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e he's the 

prime sponsor, h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o a l l o w t h i s 

k i n d o f s e t t i n g f o r t h i s d i s c u s s i o n . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: I'd l i k e t o c a l l 

the f i r s t t h r ee p r e s e n t e r s -- T e r i Henning, 

E r n e s t S c h r e i b e r , and M a r t i n T i l l -- t o come to 

the t a b l e here i n f r o n t . 

What w e ' l l do i s w e ' l l have the three 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f testimony and then open i t f o r 

d i s c u s s i o n . 

MS. HENNING: Would i t be p o s s i b l e to 

change our order s l i g h t l y ? 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Su r e . 

MS. HENNING: Okay. We're e x p e c t i n g 

another s p e a k e r . He d i d submit w r i t t e n 

comments, so h e ' l l go at the end i f he a r r i v e s 

i n t i m e . His name i s Ja c k W i l l i a m s . 

And I guess t h i s i s -- I ' l l s t a r t . 

Okay. 

Good morning. My name's T e r i 

Henning, and I'm the p r e s i d e n t o f the 

Pe n n s y l v a n i a Newspaper A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Chairman C r e i g h t o n , Chairman Freeman, 



and other members o f the L o c a l Government 

Committee, thank you f o r a l l o w i n g us to speak 

t h i s morning on House B i l l 633. 

I f p o s s i b l e , we were hoping to ask i f 

you c o u l d h o l d comments u n t i l a l l f i v e o f our 

speakers have spoken, o n l y because a number o f 

them have t r a v e l e d q u i t e a d i s t a n c e to be here 

t h i s morning, but we understand i f t h a t ' s not 

p o s s i b l e g i v e n the f a c t we're o n l y up here 

th r e e a t a t i m e . 

M a r t i n and E r n i e w i l l c e r t a i n l y s i t , 

and I can e x i t the t a b l e i f t h a t makes t h a t 

e a s i e r t o a c c o m p l i s h . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: So you need two 

more c h a i r s ? 

MS. HENNING: We w i l l need two more 

but we -¬

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Which we have. 

So why don't we ask them a l s o , i f t h a t ' s the 

way you'd l i k e t o do i t 

MS. HENNING: Mr. Bower, can you j o i n 

us a t the t a b l e and, Mr. Oravec? That'd be 

g r e a t . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: L o c a l 

government's v e r y i n f o r m a l . 



MS. HENNING: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

Thank you. 

The newspaper a s s o c i a t i o n and i t s 

members oppose House B i l l 633 f o r a number of 

reasons, i n c l u d i n g t h a t i t w i l l r e s u l t i n 

s i g n i f i c a n t c o s t s to government, t a x p a y e r s , and 

c i t i z e n s . These c o s t s i n c l u d e the f i n a n c i a l 

burden o f upgrading, m a i n t a i n i n g , and s t a f f i n g 

Web s i t e s across the commonwealth i n a d d i t i o n 

to the c o s t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h l e s s t r a n s p a r e n c y 

i n government. 

These c o u l d i n c l u d e l e s s c o m p e t i t i v e 

b i d d i n g , p u b l i c anger when c o n t r o v e r s i a l 

measures are passed w i t h o u t adequate p u b l i c 

n o t i c e , the l a c k of I n t e r n e t access by many 

Pen n s y l v a n i a n s , the d i f f i c u l t y o f f i n d i n g 

n o t i c e s t h a t c o u l d be spread across thousands 

o f Web s i t e s and more. 

S i t t i n g w i t h me today are M a r t i n 

T i l l , p r e s i d e n t o f PennJersey Advance and 

p u b l i s h e r o f The Express-Times i n E a s t o n ; E r n i e 

S c h r e i b e r , e d i t o r o f the L a n c a s t e r New Era and 

L a n c a s t e r O n l i n e . c o m ; Don Bower, a Berwick 

busi n e s s owner; and B e r n i e Oravec, p u b l i s h e r of 

The W i l l i a m s p o r t Sun-Gazette. 



In the audience there are 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 60 a d d i t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

from P e n n s y l v a n i a newspapers, i n c l u d i n g 

p e r s o n n e l from The P a t r i o t - N e w s here i n 

H a r r i s b u r g , E l H i s p a n o , The P h i l a d e l p h i a 

T r i b u n e , The H e r a l d S t a n d a r d , The 

O b s e r v e r - R e p o r t e r , The Indiana G a z e t t e , The 

Pocono Reco r d , Bucks County C o u r i e r Times, The 

I n t e l l i g e n c e r , Times H e r a l d of N o r r i s t o w n , The 

P o t t s v i l l e R e p u b l i c a n , The Delaware County 

D a i l y & Sunday Times, The M e r c u r y , L a n c a s t e r 

Newspapers, The Express-Times i n E a s t o n , The 

P r e s s E n t e r p r i s e i n Bloomsburg, and The 

P i t t s b u r g h P o s t - G a z e t t e . 

Newspapers i n P e n n s y l v a n i a remain 

s t r o n g , v i t a l p a r t s o f t h e i r communities. Of 

the approximately 1400 newspapers i n the 

c o u n t r y , 79 d a i l y newspapers are i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . More s i g n i f i c a n t l y , o f the 

200-plus, family-owned newspapers i n the 

c o u n t r y , 50 are from P e n n s y l v a n i a , more from 

any other s t a t e i n the c o u n t r y . 

The f a m i l i e s t h a t own L a n c a s t e r 

Newspapers purchased by the Steinmans i n 18 66, 

C a l k i n s Media purchased by the C a l k i n s i n 1937, 



the Observer-Reporter P u b l i s h i n g Company 

purchased by the Stewart f a m i l y i n 1902, and 

many more have had r o o t s i n t h e i r communities 

f o r g e n e r a t i o n s , c o n t r i b u t i n g s i g n i f i c a n t l y to 

the l o c a l economy, the d i s s e m i n a t i o n of news, 

the p u b l i c d i s c o u r s e , and the Commonwealth of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . They are a s i g n i f i c a n t source of 

news and i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e i r communities. 

They are a l s o employers, t a x p a y e r s , community 

l e a d e r s , and c i t i z e n s . 

Readership remains s t r o n g among 

Pen n s y l v a n i a newspapers. Recent r e s e a r c h shows 

t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 83 per c e n t of Pe n n s y l v a n i a 

a d u l t s have read a newspaper i n the l a s t week. 

Chances are, i f you're r e a d i n g a news item on a 

Web s i t e , i t o r i g i n a t e d w i t h the newspaper. 

In c o n t r a s t -- and other p a n e l i s t s 

w i l l speak i n more d e t a i l to t h i s i s s u e -¬

s i g n i f i c a n t percentages of Pennsylvanians are 

not u s i n g I n t e r n e t , i n c l u d i n g more than h a l f of 

our s e n i o r c i t i z e n s . 

These b i l l s would a l l o w l o c a l 

government to put p u b l i c n o t i c e s on i n d i v i d u a l 

Web s i t e s which c o u l d mean t h a t n o t i c e s are 

spread across more than 4,000 Web s i t e s . 



Newspapers have long h e l d an 

important r o l e i n the p u b l i c n o t i c e p r o c e s s . 

They p r o v i d e government agencies, b u s i n e s s 

owners, and taxpayers an easy, i n e x p e n s i v e , 

l e g a l l y v e r i f i a b l e way t o p u b l i s h and r e c e i v e 

n o t i c e of government plans and a c t i v i t i e s . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a newspapers have a l r e a d y c r e a t e d 

and continue to support a stat e w i d e s e a r c h a b l e 

database f o r p u b l i c n o t i c e s a t 

my p u b l i c n o t i c e s . c o m . 

Before I i n t r o d u c e our f i r s t speaker, 

I want t o emphasize t h a t t h i s i s not j u s t a 

newspaper i s s u e . I t i s a l s o a p u b l i c i s s u e . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the League of Women 

V o t e r s , The AARP, the K i t c h e n Table P a t r i o t s , 

PennFuture, the Teamsters, and the S i e r r a Club, 

have j o i n e d the Pen n s y l v a n i a Newspaper 

A s s o c i a t i o n i n opposing t h i s b i l l . 

Thank you f o r your time t h i s morning, 

and we are happy to take any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you, T e r i , 

and w e ' l l move to E r n e s t , E r n i e . 

MS. HENNING: Can we s t a r t w i t h 

M a r t i n T i l l , p l e a s e ? 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Oh, s u r e . 



MR. TILL: Good morning, Chairman 

C r e i g h t o n , Chairman Freeman, and members of the 

L o c a l Government Committee. 

My name i s M a r t i n T i l l . I'm the CEO 

of the Le h i g h V a l l e y Media Group. I'm a l s o 

p r e s i d e n t of PennJersey Advance, which i s a 

group of 4 d a i l y newspapers, 14 weekly 

newspapers, and Web s i t e s : l e h i g h v a l l e y l i v e . c o m 

and we're a l s o a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p ennlive.com. 

I am a c u r r e n t member and former 

chairman of the Pe n n s y l v a n i a Newspaper 

A s s o c i a t i o n ' s government a f f a i r s committee, and 

I'm a l s o on the a s s o c i a t i o n board of d i r e c t o r s . 

The Express-Times i s a 45,000 

c i r c u l a t i o n d a i l y newspaper i n the Le h i g h 

V a l l e y . We p u b l i s h three e d i t i o n s . We do a 

Bethlehem e d i t i o n , an Easton area e d i t i o n , and 

a New J e r s e y e d i t i o n . We a l s o p u b l i s h i n 

Warren and Hunterdon c o u n t i e s i n New J e r s e y . 

Our company a l s o produces two f r e e 

p u b l i c a t i o n s -- The Us, which i s a 20,000 

c i r c u l a t i o n , c a r r i e r - d e l i v e r e d - t o - t h e - h o m e 

p u b l i c a t i o n , and M a i n s t r e e t M a r k e t p l a c e , which 

i s a 45,000 c i r c u l a t i o n a l s o d e l i v e r e d to the 

home -- and we a l s o have two s p e c i a l t y products 



c a l l e d Exposed and Homesource. 

We are o b v i o u s l y very concerned about 

t h i s b i l l on a number of reasons, the b i l l 

b e i n g House B i l l 633, and the main t h i n g i s 

people need to know what's going on i n t h e i r 

communities. 

And I agree w i t h you, Chairman 

C r e i g h t o n , there i s a r e v o l u t i o n going on, and 

we're very happy to be p a r t of i t . I f you l o o k 

a t my newspaper, ten years ago I had a Web s i t e 

and I may have had 200 people on i t . T his 

month I ' l l have over 800,000 unique users on my 

Web s i t e , and t h a t i n c l u d e s a d a i l y newspaper 

t h a t i n the l a s t f i v e years I t h i n k has l o s t 3 

pe r c e n t of our c i r c u l a t i o n . So as Mark Twain 

s a i d , the s t o r y of our death i s g r e a t l y 

e x a g g e r a t e d . 

And so we have a r o b u s t Web presence 

t h a t we work very hard on and we value very 

much, and the r e a l i t y i s i f you take our p r i n t 

and o n l i n e audience t o g e t h e r , newspapers and 

most media companies -- and i f you l o o k a t the 

name of my company, i t ' s no longer a newspaper 

company. I t i s a media company -- we have 

never had a l a r g e r audience than we have and 



enjoy t o d a y . 

One of the problems w i t h t h i s b i l l we 

b e l i e v e i s t h a t c i t i z e n s need to know what's 

going on i n t h e i r community. We as r e c e n t l y as 

two weeks ago had a s t o r y t h a t the Delaware 

J o i n t T o l l B r i d g e Commission had a meeting t h a t 

was not p u b l i s h e d to the p u b l i c , had an agenda 

t h a t d i d not have a l l the items on i t , and they 

were n i c e enough to pass a t o l l i n c r e a s e f o r 

a l l users of t h e i r b r i d g e s , and nobody knew 

about i t , nobody had the chance to i n t e r a c t 

w i t h i t . 

And we ran numerous s t o r i e s over the 

l a s t few weeks about businesses i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

s a y i n g t h e y ' r e going to have to r e l o c a t e 

because they can't -- t r u c k i n g companies, which 

o b v i o u s l y i n our p a r t of the w o r l d i n L e h i g h 

V a l l e y w i t h I-80 and 78 and 33 i s b i g 

b u s i n e s s -- they can't a f f o r d the t o l l 

i n c r e a s e s . Our community never had an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o be engaged i n t h a t d i s c u s s i o n , 

and I b e l i e v e s t r o n g l y t h a t i f t h i s b i l l 

p asses, t h a t w i l l happen more than i t does 

t o d a y . 

House B i l l 633 and Senate B i l l 803, 



804, and 805 would a l l o w government e n t i t i e s to 

run a l l of t h e i r n o t i c e s on government-run Web 

s i t e s , and whether t h a t ' s one Web s i t e , county 

Web s i t e , or i n d i v i d u a l Web s i t e s , a l l of them 

have s i g n i f i c a n t problems w i t h i t . 

R i g h t now, no other s t a t e i n the 

coun t r y has done what t h i s b i l l proposes to do, 

and no c o u r t has r u l e d on the l e g a l s u f f i c i e n c y 

of the n o t i c e p r o p o s a l by t h i s b i l l . 

One of my b i g g e s t concerns w i t h t h i s 

i s , A, you go to people having access to i t . 

A g a i n , over 50 pe r c e n t of the s e n i o r c i t i z e n s 

today do not -- and, a g a i n , do not -- have 

access t o the Web. I f you take m i n o r i t i e s and 

people w i t h low incomes, those numbers aga i n 

are s i g n i f i c a n t numbers. T h i s myth t h a t 

everybody has access i s j u s t not t r u e . 

You t a l k e d about, you know, the 

people going to the Web, and i t ' s t r u e . When I 

Google myself, t h e r e ' s a h o r r i b l e p i c t u r e of 

myself on t h e r e , so I t r y not t o , and t h i s man 

here's r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t . 

But, anyway, you know, the problem 

w i t h i t i s i f people want l e g a l n o t i c e s i n our 

market, they can go to the two p l a c e s . They 



can go t o The Express-Times and see them today. 

We have a copy t o d a y . You can see the l e g a l 

n o t i c e s i n t h e r e , or they can go t o 

m y p u b l i c n o t i c e s . c o m , w h i c h , by the way, we 

p r o v i d e our l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g to t h a t Web s i t e 

f r e e of charge to a l l the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

There's no c o s t t o the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s to be on 

t h a t Web s i t e , and i t ' s a s i n g l e searchable 

d a t a b a s e . 

What we're t r y i n g to do i s a l r e a d y 

b e i n g done, and the argument i s t h a t i t ' s going 

t o save c o s t s . 

And I j u s t wanted to share w i t h you 

some of the numbers o f my newspaper i t s e l f . I f 

you l o o k at our -- i f you get a number f o r 

Northampton County f o r l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g , 

y o u ' l l get a s i g n i f i c a n t number t h a t w i l l make 

your h a i r stand up. The r e a l i t y i s t h a t 95 

p e r c e n t of t h a t number, the county does not 

pay. 95 p ercent o f t h a t number i s s h e r i f f 

s a l e s a g a i n s t p a s s - t h r o u g h . I t ' s j u s t s i m p l y a 

p ass-along r a t e . I t does not get p a i d by the 

c o u n t y . 

And the r e a l i t y i s our county has a 

budget of $298 m i l l i o n , almost $300 m i l l i o n , 



and the county spends i n r e a l money $44,600 on 

l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g i n my newspaper. 

I had l a s t year, 2010, 95 d i f f e r e n t 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s running w i t h my newspaper. The 

average -- and t h a t i n c l u d e s the 44,000 t h a t we 

got f o r Northampton County. The average f o r 

those 95 i s $2,800 i n average spend per year i n 

the year 2010 w i t h my newspaper. Of the 95, 40 

of those customers spent l e s s than a thousand 

d o l l a r s . Again, 40 of those customers, 40 of 

the 95, spent l e s s than a thousand d o l l a r s on 

l e g a l n o t i c e a d v e r t i s i n g i n my newspaper. 

There i s no way p o s s i b l e , whether you 

do i t at a s t a t e l e v e l , county l e v e l , or l o c a l 

m u n i c i p a l l e v e l , t h a t anybody can put up a Web 

s i t e , m a i n t a i n i t , have redundancy backup, have 

time stamping, have a l l the t h i n g s you need to 

be an e f f i c i e n t Web s i t e f o r l e s s than a 

thousand d o l l a r s a y e a r . You can't even do i t 

f o r l e s s than a thousand d o l l a r s a month. 

We had a company c a l l e d Newspaper 

Support S e r v i c e s run the numbers f o r us by 

t a k i n g out b i d s and s a i d i f you wanted t o have 

a Web s i t e t h a t c o u l d do t h i s -- and, a g a i n , we 

d i d n ' t go c r a z y . We s a i d t h a t the technology 



w i l l need to have a Web s i t e to house l e g a l 

a d v e r t i s i n g f o r a county or a m u n i c i p a l i t y -¬

the c o s t was a minimum of a thousand d o l l a r s a 

month j u s t t o have the h o s t i n g fees f o r i t and 

a t a county l e v e l , a $30,000-a-month l e v e l . 

A g a i n , i t ' s not cheap. 

In my market, Easton Area School 

D i s t r i c t , which i s the l a r g e s t s c h o o l d i s t r i c t 

i n my market, which has $141 m i l l i o n budget, 

spent $4,000 w i t h me on p u b l i c n o t i c e s , 4,000, 

on a budget of $141 m i l l i o n . 

A gain, the numbers t h a t are thrown 

out there are j u s t -- they don't work. There's 

no way t h a t the Easton Area School D i s t r i c t can 

m a i n t a i n a Web s i t e . 

And, a g a i n , remember, t h i s i s p u b l i c 

n o t i c e s . So i f I'm a c i t i z e n and I wasn't 

aware of something, I'm going to go to t h a t 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , t h a t m u n i c i p a l i t y , and say I 

d i d n ' t know about t h i s . Time stamp i t f o r me. 

You got to have somebody t o do t h a t . You've 

got to have the system t o time stamp. You 

can't say, w e l l , I'm s o r r y , the systems were 

down y e s t e r d a y . That's why you missed your 

vendor, c o u l d n ' t go on and f i n d out about a 



b i l l or f i n d out about a p r o p o s a l to b i d on. 

The systems have t o have redundancy, 

no matter what the s i z e . I t can't go down. 

I t ' s l i k e our Web s i t e s t o d a y . We have 

o f f - s i t e redundancy. 

So the myth again t h a t t h i s can be 

done i n e x p e n s i v e l y , i t ' s f r e e i s s i m p l y not 

t r u e , and the myth t h a t m u n i c i p a l i t i e s are 

spending tens of thousands of d o l l a r s w i t h us 

i s s i m p l y not t r u e . 

The Easton Area School D i s t r i c t i n 

t h i s l a t e s t c o n t r a c t w i t h the teachers union, 

the average teacher's s a l a r y I b e l i e v e i s 

almost a $20,000 i n c r e a s e per teacher t h i s 

year, and I t h i n k they have about 900 t e a c h e r s , 

and we're s i t t i n g here today t a l k i n g about a 

$4,000 i s s u e f o r a $141,000 budget. I t doesn't 

make sense to me. 

Again, the other t h i n g we are v e r y 

concerned about i s how people know what's going 

on i n t h e i r community. Everybody needs -- and, 

Chairman Freeman, I agree w i t h y o u . I t h i n k 

t h i s i s a g r e a t d i s c u s s i o n . I t h i n k i t needs 

to happen. People need to be i n f o r m e d . 

Everybody today i s w o r r i e d about d o l l a r s , 



whether you're i n government or you're i n 

p r i v a t e w o r l d . We're the same way. 

I f t h i s b i l l passes, i n my own 

newspaper, The Express-Times i n Lehigh V a l l e y , 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , I w i l l be l a y i n g o f f 20 people 

the next day. Okay? 

We estimate -- and I would argue i t ' s 

a c o n s e r v a t i v e e s t i m ate -- i n the s t a t e of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a i f t h i s passes, t h i s b i l l w i l l 

c o s t over a thousand j o b s , newspaper j o b s , i n 

t h i s s t a t e . I f t h a t happens, the S t a t e 

Unemployment Compensation Fund i s going to be 

on the hook f o r over a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a month 

j u s t f o r the thousand people t h a t are out of a 

j o b , and they're not going t o be -- the r e a l i t y 

i s t h i s i s not j u s t l e g a l c l e r k s to get out of 

a j o b . These are r e p o r t e r s . My e d i t o r 

produced my photo on Googl e . I t w i l l be my 

e d i t o r . I t w i l l be other p e o p l e . A l l r i g h t ? 

I t ' s r e a l j o b s . I t ' s r e a l p e o p l e . And, a g a i n , 

we're t a l k i n g about a thousand j o b s . 

We're t r y i n g t o r e i n v e n t a process 

and a system t h a t ' s a l r e a d y i n p l a c e . I t ' s 

a l r e a d y t h e r e . I f you want to go o n l i n e today, 

mypublicnotices.com, we have over 100 papers i n 



the s t a t e of P e n n s y l v a n i a p u t t i n g a l l of our 

l e g a l n o t i c e s on t h a t Web s i t e f o r f r e e . 

You're not going t o be able to save 

money. I t i s a myth. There's no way. I t ' s 

i m p o s s i b l e . You w i l l not save money. 

You w i l l c o s t l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , 

l o c a l government, and s t a t e government 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y more, m i l l i o n s more, i f you do 

t h i s , and y o u ' l l put a thousand people out of 

work to do something t h a t ' s a l r e a d y being done 

and I would argue being done v e r y w e l l . 

On the l e g a l n o t i c e s i n p r i n t , most 

of the -- I've been around -- w e l l , I 

shouldn't -- my newspaper's been around f o r 156 

y e a r s . We've done i t p r e t t y w e l l . Our Web 

s i t e ' s been around over 15 y e a r s . We do i t 

p r e t t y w e l l . 

And, a g a i n , the myth t h a t newspapers 

are d y i n g , you can't do t h a t . You have to put 

the audience t o g e t h e r . You know, p r i n t and 

o n l i n e combined, my newspaper today has never 

had a l a r g e r audience i n the h i s t o r y of our 

company. 

Thank you v e r y much. I'd be happy to 

take any q u e s t i o n s . 



CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: L e t ' s move on to 

E r n i e and -- i s t h a t okay? 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: That's f i n e . 

MR. SCHREIBER: Good a f t e r n o o n , 

Chairman C r e i g h t o n , Chairman Freeman, Bryan, 

David, other members of the committee. I t ' s -¬

r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e the o p p o r t u n i t y to t a l k t o 

y o u . 

I'm E r n e s t S c h r e i b e r , e d i t o r of the 

L a n c a s t e r New E r a , e d i t o r of L a n c a s t e r O n l i n e . 

I'm a founding member of the P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Freedom of I n f o r m a t i o n C o a l i t i o n and p a s t 

p r e s i d e n t of the S o c i e t y of Newspaper E d i t o r s 

i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I want to t a l k to you today i n 

s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t terms from the others t h a t 

y o u ' l l h e a r . I am a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 

newspaper i n d u s t r y , but I'm a l s o -- and the 

r o l e t h a t I'm r e a l l y going t o be t a k i n g i n t h i s 

i s e d i t o r of a c o n s e r v a t i v e Republican 

newspaper on i t s e d i t o r i a l page. We're a dying 

but f a r - f r o m - e x t i n c t breed i n c e n t r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , c e r t a i n l y i n L a n c a s t e r County, 

and I t h i n k t h a t the p r i n c i p l e s t h a t 

r e p u b l i c a n i s m espouse are very germane t o the 



b i l l under c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o d a y . 

I want to make c l e a r I'm not speaking 

i n an o v e r t l y p a r t i s a n way. I a p p r e c i a t e and 

r e s p e c t Democratic p o i n t s of view, but I r e a l l y 

do b e l i e v e t h a t the Repub l i c a n P a r t y r e f l e c t s 

the p r i n c i p l e s of many people i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

the p r i n c i p l e s t h a t many of you campaigned on, 

and I'd l i k e to s o r t of review them t o d a y . 

I t ' s my l o n g - h e l d o p i n i o n t h a t 

Republicans b e s t champion the i n d i v i d u a l and 

p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e . Republicans most oppose 

the expansion of government and government 

e n t e r p r i s e . They b e s t understand t h a t l i f e , 

l i b e r t y , and the p u r s u i t of happiness are 

f o s t e r e d by encouraging p r i v a t e i n i t i a t i v e , not 

government b u r e a u c r a c i e s , and as I s a i d , i t was 

t h a t p r i n c i p l e t h a t p r o p e l l e d the Repub l i c a n 

v i c t o r i e s i n 2010. The Tea P a r t y Movement, the 

Republ i c a n v i c t o r i e s were people c r y i n g out f o r 

l i m i t e d government, l i m i t e d s p e n d i n g . 

When Pennsylvanians e l e c t e d a 

Republ i c a n House, a Repub l i c a n Senate, and a 

Republ i c a n governor, I f e l t t h a t I was 

o p t i m i s t i c t h a t our overtaxed, o v e r r e g u l a t e d , 

overgoverned s t a t e would be s e t on a new course 



t h a t would encourage i n d i v i d u a l achievement and 

p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e , and i t would r e s t r a i n 

government growth and s p e n d i n g . 

And I was encouraged i n t h a t because 

w h i l e Democrats have the image o f be i n g the 

f r i e n d s o f the press and Republicans the 

opponents o f t e n t i m e s , i n f a c t , my experience 

has been t h a t the b e s t f r i e n d s t h a t the press 

have had i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i n r e c e n t years have 

been R e p u b l i c a n s . 

Tom Ridge s t a r t e d the movement group 

i n government which passed on through s e v e r a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s , and Senator Dominic P i l e g g i 

was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n b u i l d i n g the b i p a r t i s a n 

c o a l i t i o n which l e d t o the Open Records Law, 

and w h i l e t h a t law i s about a d i f f e r e n t t o p i c , 

a t i t s h e a r t i t i s about empowering 

i n d i v i d u a l s , expanding t h e i r r i g h t s , and 

l i m i t i n g the power o f b u r e a u c r a c i e s and 

government. 

My hope t h a t the p r i n c i p l e s t h a t 

Republicans campaigned on i n regards to 

i n d i v i d u a l and p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e would 

continue i n t h i s c u r r e n t s e s s i o n have been 

dampened by t h i s committee's c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 



t h i s b i l l . I t h i n k you're responding t o 

p r e s s u r e by l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and s c h o o l 

b o a r d s , and i t ' s c e r t a i n l y f a i r t h a t you do 

t h a t , but I t h i n k you should r e c o g n i z e t h a t 

what they are t r y i n g to do i s expand t h e i r 

p a y r o l l s , expand t h e i r power at the expense o f 

the newspaper i n d u s t r y , one of the s t a t e ' s 

major i n d u s t r i e s . 

I f House B i l l 633 and others of t h i s 

nature p a s s , they w i l l s e r i o u s l y undermine the 

independent, p r i v a t e l y owned newspapers of t h i s 

s t a t e and t r a n s f e r t h e i r b u s i n e s s to 

government. P r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e would no longer 

employ people t o p r e p a r e , as you j u s t h e a r d , t o 

prepare and p u b l i s h p u b l i c n o t i c e s . Government 

would employ people t o do t h a t . The work would 

be s h i f t e d from p r i v a t e p a y r o l l s to p u b l i c 

p a y r o l l s . 

At the same t i m e , the c r e d i b i l i t y 

t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n i n i n d e p e n d e n t l y owned 

newspapers has g i v e n to p u b l i c n o t i c e s would 

v a n i s h . L o c a l governments and s c h o o l s c o u l d 

p u b l i c l e g a l n o t i c e s on t h e i r own, no 

o v e r s i g h t . L o c a l government would e s s e n t i a l l y 

be i t s own watchdog. 



What t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n does i s 

i n c r e a s e the work of government, i n c r e a s e 

government s p e n d i n g , and i n c r e a s e government 

power. I f you t h i n k t h a t ' s a g r e a t i d e a , 

compare Amtrak and C o n r a i l , compare the US 

P o s t a l S e r v i c e and Fed Ex. Government never 

touches the b u s i n e s s of p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e and 

makes i t more e f f i c i e n t . 

What t h i s b i l l does i s cu t newspaper 

i n d u s t r y revenue, cut j o b s , and end our 

newspapers -- end our watchdog f u n c t i o n . I t 

a l s o enables the p o s s i b i l i t y of c o r r u p t i o n on 

l o c a l government l e v e l s . I n s i d e r b i d d i n g w i l l 

be p o s s i b l e . Buddy-system h i r i n g s w i l l be 

p o s s i b l e . Unexamined rezonings w i l l be 

p o s s i b l e because the p u b l i c s i m p l y won't know 

t h a t those j o b s or those rezonings or those 

c o n t r a c t s are a v a i l a b l e . 

T his b i l l would t r a n s f o r m a system of 

p u b l i c n o t i c e s i n which l a r g e , w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 

p u b l i c a t i o n s i n f o r m hundreds of thousands of 

people i n our county, w e l l over 300,000 

people -- t o a system i n which c i t i z e n s must 

scour dozens and dozens of t i n y , l i t t l e Web 

s i t e s h u n ting out who has b i d s today, who has a 



j o b opening, i s there r e z o n i n g i n my community 

or one of the communities I d r i v e t h r o u g h . 

In our county, t h e r e ' s 60 townships 

and boroughs. There's 17 s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . 

There's a dozen m u n i c i p a l a u t h o r i t i e s . Who i n 

t h e i r r i g h t mind can search a l l of those and 

f i n d the l e g a l n o t i c e s t h a t any one of them 

might p l a c e on any one day? 

M u n i c i p a l o f f i c i a l s and s c h o o l board 

members who b e l i e v e i n l i m i t e d government 

should be embarrassed to ask f o r t h i s e x t e n s i o n 

of t h e i r power. This committee, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

those who have campaigned so f e r v e n t l y on the 

p r i n c i p l e of l i m i t e d government, should disown 

i t . 

T h i s measure i s not worthy of 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n by any b e l i e v e r i n open 

government, Repu b l i c a n or Democrat, and I 

r e s p e c t f u l l y urge you to abandon i t . 

And, a g a i n , I ' l l be w i l l i n g to take 

any q u e s t i o n s . Speaker, I'm u s u a l l y a s k i n g you 

q u e s t i o n s . You f i n d i t i n the r e v e r s e . 

MS. HENNING: Mr. Bower? 

MR. BOWER: Chairman C r e i g h t o n , 

Chairman Freeman, members of the L o c a l 



Government Committee, good morning. 

My name i s Don Bower. I'm p r e s i d e n t 

of Donny Bower, I n c o r p o r a t e d , an e x c a v a t i n g and 

a s p h a l t - p a v i n g f i r m i n Columbia County, 

s p e c i f i c a l l y Berwick, n o r t h e a s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I'm here b e f o r e you today as both a 

businessman and a t a x p a y i n g c i t i z e n of the 

commonwealth, r e p r e s e n t i n g both my p r o f e s s i o n 

and other t a x p a y e r s . 

P l e a s e understand t h a t I'm not here 

be f o r e you as an advocate f o r p r i n t media, 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , p o l i t i c a l s u b d i v i s i o n s , or 

any governmental a g e n c i e s . My purpose f o r 

b e i n g here today i s t o e x p l a i n why I b e l i e v e 

the implementation of the Department of 

Education's Mandate Waiver Program, p e r m i t t i n g 

the a d v e r t i s i n g and s o l i c i t a t i o n v i a o f f i c i a l 

I n t e r n e t Web s i t e s i n l i e u of p u b l i c l y 

c i r c u l a t e d p r i n t media, i s not b e n e f i c i a l to 

the P e n n s y l v a n i a businesses or t a x p a y e r s . 

I'm aware t h a t s e v e r a l s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n Columbia County have been 

granted Mandate Waiver from the Department of 

E d u c a t i o n , p e r m i t t i n g the a d v e r t i s i n g and 



s o l i c i t a t i o n o f , among other t h i n g s , 

procurement of c o n t r a c t s , r a n g i n g from s u p p l i e s 

to c a p i t a l improvement p r o j e c t s as w e l l as 

other s c h o o l d i s t r i c t b u s i n e s s m a t t e r s . Most 

n o t a b l y i s the Berwick Area School D i s t r i c t 

from which I graduated from, having performed 

work f o r i n the p a s t , and pay taxes to as an 

i n d i v i d u a l and a businessman. 

In September and October of 2010, the 

sc h o o l d i s t r i c t , i n accordance w i t h t h e i r 

approved Mandate Waiver, a d v i s e d and s o l i c i t e d 

a p u b l i c works improvement p r o j e c t , c e n t e r e d on 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new a t h l e t i c complex 

l o c a t e d on the p r o p e r t y a t the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t . 

No l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r s w i t h i n the immediate 

v i c i n i t y secured b i d d i n g documents nor 

submitted a p r o p o s a l f o r the p r o j e c t from -- as 

a prime c o n t r a c t o r s t a n d p o i n t , r a t h e r the 

sc h o o l d i s t r i c t r e c e i v e d p r o p o s a l s from 

c o n t r a c t i n g f i r m s from out of the area and from 

s t a t e s such as New York and M a r y l a n d . 

I t was not u n t i l a p p r o x i m a t e l y a week 

bef o r e the p r o p o s a l due date t h a t my s t a f f was 

made aware of the p r o j e c t based on the 

s o l i c i t a t i o n s from the o u t - o f - s t a t e f i r m s . One 



may ask as t o why no l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r submitted 

a p r o p o s a l t o perform the work f o r the s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t . My o n l y answer i s , l i k e my f i r m , 

they were not aware of the p r o j e c t as w e l l as 

another p r o j e c t undertaken by the s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t i n the summer of 2010. 

The above circumstance concerns me, 

not o n l y as a businessman, but as a taxpayer 

and a r e s i d e n t of the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t . P r i o r 

t o the d i s t r i c t ' s implementation of s o l i c i t i n g 

p u b l i c works c o n t r a c t s v i a e l e c t r o n i c methods, 

the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t would a d v e r t i s e the 

p r o j e c t s i n l o c a l media p r i n t o u t l e t s as w e l l 

as trade p u b l i c a t i o n s s i m i l a r to the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a C o n s t r u c t i o n News, the Dodge 

Reports , and the H a r r i s b u r g B u i l d e r s Exchange 

to name a few. U t i l i z i n g these methods, the 

sc h o o l d i s t r i c t r e g u l a r l y e n t e r t a i n e d p r o p o s a l s 

from a minimum of 10 to 15 c o n t r a c t o r s from a 

broad r e g i o n , both i n - and o u t - o f - s t a t e f i r m s . 

Now the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t a d m i t t e d l y has seen b i d 

responses s i g n i f i c a n t l y dwindle from p r e v i o u s l y 

a d v e r t i s e d p r o j e c t s . 

Regarding the p r o j e c t mentioned 

h e r e i n , the ne a r e s t l o c a l f i r m s e c u r i n g b i d d i n g 



documents was from P i k e s Creek i n Luzerne 

County. There were two other P e n n s y l v a n i a 

c o n t r a c t o r s s e c u r i n g b i d documents, w i t h the 

balance being o u t - o f - s t a t e f i r m s . The r e a l i t y 

i s t h a t those f i r m s s e c u r i n g b i d d i n g documents, 

those f i r m s a c t u a l l y s u b m i t t i n g p r o p o s a l s f o r 

the p r o j e c t , were a l l o u t - o f - s t a t e c o n t r a c t o r s . 

When I approached the sc h o o l d i s t r i c t 

c o n c e rning t h i s , they acknowledged p u b l i c l y 

t h a t p u b l i c n o t i f i c a t i o n should have been made 

and would c o n s i d e r t h i s i n the f u t u r e . 

As you are a l l aware, t h i s 

commonwealth and the country f o r t h a t matter i s 

embro i l e d i n economic t u r m o i l . The 

unemployment r a t e i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h . 

F o r e c l o s u r e s of homesteads and farms are s t i l l 

pending a t a r a p i d r a t e . I n d i v i d u a l s and 

busi n e s s e s are seeking bankruptcy p r o t e c t i o n , 

and governments are f o r c e d t o c u t p u b l i c 

s e r v i c e s so t h a t budgets can be balanced 

w i t h o u t c r e a t i n g a d d i t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l burdens 

to the t a x p a y e r s . 

In my o p i n i o n had t h i s p r o j e c t been 

a d v e r t i s e d i n p r i n t media, the sc h o o l d i s t r i c t 

would have undoubtedly r e c e i v e d a hi g h e r 



response, i n c l u d i n g those from l o c a l 

c o n t r a c t o r s . The i n c r e a s e i n response would 

have r e s u l t e d i n more c o m p e t i t i v e b i d 

p r o p o s a l s , s a v i n g the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t and the 

taxpayers i n my e s t i m a t i o n upwards of 10 

pe r c e n t , which c o u l d have been earmarked f o r 

other necessary c a p i t a l improvements. 

Furthermore, had the p r o j e c t been 

awarded to a l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r , taxpayer moneys 

would have ensured o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r l o c a l 

workers, w i t h these moneys remaining l o c a l l y 

r a t h e r than being exported t o o u t - o f - s t a t e 

f i r m s . 

Throughout my 38 years i n the 

c o n t r a c t i n g b u s i n e s s , I've r e l i e d upon p r i n t 

media, tr a d e p e r i o d i c a l s , and so f o r t h f o r the 

s o l i c i t a t i o n and procurement of p u b l i c works 

p r o j e c t s , s u s t a i n i n g my business i n t h i s 

manner. However, as technology has exploded 

over the past 10, 15 yea r s , s o l i c i t a t i o n v i a 

the I n t e r n e t was i n e v i t a b l e , l e a v i n g b usinesses 

t o become more advanced or face being l e f t 

b e h i n d . 

The p o i n t of my appearance here today 

i s to q u e s t i o n the v a l i d i t y of the a d v e r t i s i n g 



s o l e l y upon the I n t e r n e t r a t h e r than p r i n t 

media. Are those e n t i t i e s t h a t are a d v e r t i s i n g 

s o l i c i t a t i o n s , p r o c u r i n g p u b l i c c o n t r a c t s 

e l e c t r o n i c a l l y t r u l y p r a c t i c i n g f i d u c i a r y 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the taxpayer c i t i z e n r y ? 

F i n a l l y , do the ends j u s t i f y the 

means? 

Thank y o u . I f you have any 

q u e s t i o n s , I'd be g l a d t o answer them. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you, Don. 

We ' l l move on to B e r n a r d . 

MR. ORAVEC: B e r n i e ' s f i n e . B e r n i e ' s 

good. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: B e r n i e . 

MR. ORAVEC: Y e s . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. 

MR. ORAVEC: Thank you. 

And, f i r s t , I j u s t want to thank Don 

f o r j o i n i n g u s . I mean, he i s a p r i v a t e 

c i t i z e n , a r e a l - l i f e P e n n s y l v a n i a businessman. 

Th i s type of b i l l a f f e c t s h i s a b i l i t y to make a 

l i v i n g . So we r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e him coming 

here w i t h a l l us media types and speaking out 

f o r what he b e l i e v e s i n . So thank y o u . Thank 

you f o r j o i n i n g u s . 



My name i s B e r n i e Oravec, and I'm 

p u b l i s h e r of The W i l l i a m s p o r t Sun-Gazette, a 

d a i l y newspaper l o c a t e d i n Lycoming County, 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . We were founded i n 1801, and 

t h i s month, May of '11, w e ' l l be c e l e b r a t i n g 

our 210th a n n i v e r s a r y . God knows, we pr o b a b l y 

e d i t o r i a l i z e d a g a i n s t Thomas J e f f e r s o n i n the 

day. So we've been around the b l o c k a w h i l e . 

W i l l i a m s p o r t , as you a l l know, i s the 

home of the L i t t l e League World S e r i e s and 

c u r r e n t l y i s the ce n t e r of the c u r r e n t 

M a r c e l l u s Shale gas d r i l l i n g boom i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . I'm going to t a l k to you a 

l i t t l e b i t about t h a t d u r i n g my t e s t i m o n y . 

P e r s o n a l l y I've worked f o r over 20 

years i n the newspaper i n d u s t r y a f t e r 

g r a d u a t i n g from Penn St a t e U n i v e r s i t y . I have 

experience w i t h the Somerset D a i l y American, 

Centre D a i l y Times i n Sta t e C o l l e g e , Lewistown 

S e n t i n e l , and Al t o o n a M i r r o r . 

I was a member of the Greater 

Johnstown Sch o o l Board i n the l a t e '80s, e a r l y 

'90s f o r e i g h t y e a r s , s e r v i n g f o u r years as 

p r e s i d e n t and f o u r years as m i n o r i t y l e a d e r . 

I'm c u r r e n t l y m a r r i e d to a h i g h 



s c h o o l French and Spanish t e a c h e r . That's one 

t e a c h e r , two s u b j e c t s , who makes i t very 

i n t e r e s t i n g f o r me as I l o o k at t h i s d i s c u s s i o n 

from a v a r i e t y of v i e w p o i n t s : c o n s e r v a t i v e 

newspaper p u b l i s h e r , Democratic p u b l i c s c h o o l 

t e a c h e r . So any problems you have across the 

a i s l e d u r i n g d i s c u s s i o n or debate, welcome to 

my -- you're welcome t o j o i n me f o r d i n n e r some 

n i g h t , and w e ' l l t a l k . 

Very many good arguments have been 

made to you today about why House B i l l 633 i s a 

bad b i l l . In a d d i t i o n t o the d i s c u s s i o n s made 

by Mr. Bower and the gentlemen from the 

newspaper i n d u s t r y , I j u s t wanted to c l o s e out 

the d i s c u s s i o n to e x p l a i n why i t ' s a bad b i l l , 

not so much from the a d v e r t i s i n g and economic 

s t a n d p o i n t , but, r a t h e r , from the t r a n s p a r e n c y 

i n government and the r e s t r i c t i o n s i t might 

p l a c e on the p u b l i c ' s r i g h t to know. 

Government cannot take over the 

p u b l i c n o t i c e p r o c e s s . Government s e c r e c y and 

c o r r u p t i o n i s n ' t new, nor i s i t everywhere. 

Most people who are i n s t a t e and l o c a l 

government are good people, whether i t ' s the 

House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , whether i t ' s l o c a l 



s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , but 

t h e r e i s room i f the candle i s not l i t f o r 

c o r r u p t i o n , and we're concerned about t h a t . 

T r u s t i n g government at t h i s time 

nationwide i s at an a l l - t i m e low, and more than 

ever before the p u b l i c i s demanding 

t r a n s p a r e n c y and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y from i t s 

e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s . That, along w i t h some of 

the f a c t s we t a l k e d about today r e g a r d i n g 

p u b l i c n o t i c e s , i s why t h i s i s a bad i d e a f o r 

government to take over the p u b l i c n o t i c e 

p r o c e s s . These n o t i c e s are announcements from 

a l l l e v e l s and branches of government and 

a f f e c t a l l c i t i z e n s , taxpayer and nontaxpayer 

a l i k e . 

A r e c e n t example i n my area r e g a r d i n g 

the gas d r i l l i n g i n d u s t r y show you how 

important t h i s c o u l d b e . In Armstrong County 

o r , excuse me, i n Armstrong Township, l o c a t e d 

i n Lycoming County, a proposed water withdrawal 

f a c i l i t y to s e r v i c e the M a r c e l l u s gas i n d u s t r y , 

l o c a t e d i n a f l o o d p l a i n , r e q u i r e d and was 

denied a z o n i n g p e r m i t . An appeal of t h a t 

d e n i a l was f i l e d w i t h the township, and a 

z o n i n g h e a r i n g was s e t up, not uncommon 



anywhere i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Besides the obvious f a c t t h a t t h i s 

f a c i l i t y was l o c a t e d i n a f l o o d p l a i n , another 

i s s u e t h a t a f f e c t e d the r e s i d e n t s of S y l v a n 

D e l l Road as w e l l as the r e s i d e n t i a l 

neighborhoods a b u t t i n g i t i n South W i l l i a m s p o r t 

was the f a c t t h a t t r u c k t r a f f i c was going t o be 

i n c r e a s e d g r e a t l y i n a r e s i d e n t i a l 

neighborhood. 

And a l l of us have been s t u d y i n g up 

on the gas i n d u s t r y , the f r a c t r u c k s , enormous 

t r a c t o r - t r a i l e r s , c a r r y i n g both c l e a n and 

sometimes p o l l u t e d water going a l l over the 

commonwealth but e s p e c i a l l y i n the n o r t h e r n 

t i e r p a r t s of P e n n s y l v a n i a . This i s a b i g d e a l 

t o the people i n my r e g i o n i n n o r t h c e n t r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

A l e g a l ad i n The Sun-Gazette 

n o t i f i e d people i n both communities a f f e c t e d by 

the p r o p o s a l , and over 150 people showed up to 

v o i c e t h e i r o p i n i o n s , both pro and con, 

although most were n e g a t i v e . 

In another example, General Energy 

wanted s e v e r a l s p e c i a l exemptions and v a r i a n c e s 

t o c o n v e r t an o l d s t o r e , an o l d t r a d i n g p o s t , 



which long served t o u r i s t s i n the Pine Creek 

V a l l e y i n t o an o f f i c e b u i l d i n g and s t a g i n g area 

f o r commercial o p e r a t i o n s r e l a t e d to the 

M a r c e l l u s gas d r i l l i n g i n d u s t r y . 

People are a l r e a d y up i n arms about 

t h i n g s going on i n t h e i r neighborhood. Large 

t r u c k s going down r o u t i n e l y calm s t r e e t s . 

D i r t , dust, damage, n o i s e , a l l these t h i n g s 

were a f f e c t i n g the people i n the community. 

Had t h a t ad not been i n the paper, chances are 

v e r y g r e a t t h a t a m a j o r i t y of the people would 

not have known t h a t Watson Township was h o l d i n g 

a z o n i n g h e a r i n g . 

Many of the r e g i o n s of M a r c e l l u s 

Shale gas d r i l l i n g and o p e r a t i o n s are p o p u l a t e d 

by long-time r e s i d e n t s of the a r e a . Many are 

farmers, g e n e r a t i o n a l l y owned landowners, and, 

of c o u r s e , many are s e n i o r c i t i z e n s . 

And I'm going to extend the number or 

the age group f o r s e n i o r c i t i z e n s down to 50. 

Now, I'm s t i l l a l i t t l e ways o f f on t h a t , but 

n e v e r t h e l e s s , I t h i n k i t ' s j u s t to make the 

p o i n t of how important or what an impact t h i s 

has on our p o p u l a t i o n . 

S t a t i s t i c a l l y about 58 percent of 



s e n i o r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a are not on the I n t e r n e t 

and depend e x c l u s i v e l y on d a i l y newspaper f o r 

d a i l y n o t i c e s . In f a c t , the AARP i s a g a i n s t 

government attempts to remove p u b l i c n o t i c e s t o 

go e x c l u s i v e l y i n t o governmentally c o n t r o l l e d 

s i t e s . 

With the M a r c e l l u s Shale gas i n d u s t r y 

p l a y u n f o l d i n g across a l l of P e n n s y l v a n i a , now 

i s not the time t o make i t harder f o r our 

c i t i z e n s to be i n f o r m e d . Nothing has impacted 

or shaped the f u t u r e of our commonwealth l i k e 

t h i s s i n c e the emergence of the s t e e l i n d u s t r y 

i n the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y , and 

t h e r e ' s no ar g u i n g t h a t . 

L o c a l governments want to stop 

p u b l i s h i n g i n newspapers and put p u b l i c n o t i c e s 

on t h e i r own Web s i t e s o n l y . Under these 

p r o p o s a l s , p u b l i c n o t i c e s c o u l d be spread out 

across more than 4,000 d i f f e r e n t Web s i t e s , 

making i t n e a r l y i m p o s s i b l e f o r an i n t e r e s t e d 

s t a t e w i d e b i d d e r or even a l o c a l r e g i o n a l 

b i d d e r t o know what government i s p l a n n i n g 

u n t i l i t ' s too l a t e . 

S chool boards t h i s year -- and, again 

g e t t i n g back, I'm m a r r i e d to a t e a c h e r . I hear 



about t h i s every n i g h t . School boards t h i s 

year w i t h b i g changes i n the f i s c a l c l i m a t e 

have been c a l l i n g a number of e x t r a meetings, 

o f t e n on very s h o r t n o t i c e , t h a t r e q u i r e 

n o t i f i c a t i o n , and they are not the o n l y ones. 

Many p u b l i c e n t i t i e s are now c a l l i n g meetings 

on very s h o r t n o t i c e from time to t i m e . 

These s p e c i a l meetings would be very 

d i f f i c u l t f o r the average person to keep up on 

w i t h o u t having to check m u l t i p l e Web s i t e s , 

t h e i r s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , t h e i r m u n i c i p a l i t y , 

t h e i r county, and so on on a d a i l y b a s i s . I t ' s 

much e a s i e r t o have these n o t i c e s i n the l o c a l 

newspaper. People are t r a i n e d and understand 

t o look f o r p u b l i c n o t i c e s i n t h e i r l o c a l 

newspaper. 

Again, the concern here i s t h a t most 

s e n i o r s do not have o n l i n e access, e i t h e r by 

t h e i r own wishes or s i m p l y they don't want to 

d e a l w i t h i t , along w i t h about 40 p e r c e n t of 

low-income households, 46 percent of persons 

w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , and n e a r l y 40 p ercent of 

many m i n o r i t y g roups. T h i s b i l l would make i t 

more d i f f i c u l t f o r our c i t i z e n s to s t a y 

i n f o r m e d . 



Should government take over c o n t r o l 

of the p u b l i c n o t i c e p r o c e s s ? No. I t i s 

c r i t i c a l t h a t an independent t h i r d - p a r t y 

p u b l i s h -- excuse me. I t i s c r i t i c a l t h a t an 

independent t h i r d - p a r t y p u b l i s h p u b l i c n o t i c e s . 

These n o t i c e s o f t e n r e l a t e t o 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l a c t i o n s by government, and i t 

would be a l l too easy to hide an important 

n o t i c e on a r a r e l y v i s i t e d , h a r d - t o - n a v i g a t e 

Web s i t e , and t h i s i s a r e a l problem, 

e s p e c i a l l y w i t h the s m a l l e r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

S t a t e government, you're w i r e d . Us 

i n the newspaper b u s i n e s s , we're w i r e d . We're 

on and o f f the I n t e r n e t every day at m u l t i p l e 

t i m e s . We know how t o get back and f o r t h t o 

each other through e-mails and through n o t i c e s . 

The g e n e r a l p u b l i c i s not w i r e d . 

Outside of some of the major c i t i e s , the 

numbers of people on the I n t e r n e t have dropped 

e x p o n e n t i a l l y . 

Without independent v e r i f i c a t i o n a 

n o t i c e was p u b l i s h e d and p r i n t e d a t a s p e c i f i c 

date and time, the n o t i c e would a l s o be s u b j e c t 

to c o s t l y , time-consuming l e g a l c h a l l e n g e s , and 

as much as we have conf i d e n c e i n our l o c a l 



o f f i c i a l s , no one can deny t h a t government 

c o r r u p t i o n e x i s t s . 

On my testimony, y o u ' l l note a l i t t l e 

w r i t t e n example from C a l i f o r n i a which f o r 

time's sake I'm g o i n g to s k i p o v e r . 

Because of s i m i l a r i n c i d e n t s 

n a t i o n wide, the AARP i s a g a i n s t government 

attempts to move p u b l i c n o t i c e s to 

go v e r n m e n t - c o n t r o l l e d I n t e r n e t s i t e s a l o n g w i t h 

the P e n n s y l v a n i a Newspaper A s s o c i a t i o n s i n c e 

more than h a l f of s e n i o r s don't have a c c e s s . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a Farm Bureau, the 

League of Women V o t e r s , PennFuture, the 

Teamsters, and the S i e r r a Club have a l s o 

opposed these measures t o move p u b l i c n o t i c e s 

out of the paper and put them o n l y on 

government Web s i t e s . 

To c l o s e out the argument, as s t a t e 

l e g i s l a t o r s , government o f f i c i a l s , and 

p u b l i s h e r s of newspapers, we have r e a l d a i l y 

power. A l l of you can pass b i l l s and s e t 

l e g i s l a t i o n . I and my c o l l e a g u e s can determine 

d a i l y news f l o w and s e t the d a i l y agenda i n the 

community and the c o u n t y . 

Most c i t i z e n s of P e n n s y l v a n i a do not 



have these powers. They work hard every day. 

They r a i s e t h e i r f a m i l i e s and cope w i t h tough 

economic times the be s t way they c a n . 

The o n l y time our c i t i z e n s , our men 

and women, have r e a l power i s when they have a 

chance t o a t t e n d a p u b l i c meeting and speak out 

f o r what they s u p p o r t . 

A p e r f e c t example, my f a t h e r , a 

s t e e l w o r k e r f o r over 32 years i n Johnstown, 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , d i d n ' t have a c o l l e g e degree or 

h i s own o f f i c e . He worked hard as a l a b o r e r 

f o r Bethlehem S t e e l every day. He had no power 

a t work. He was a member of the U n i t e d 

S t e e l w o r k e r s . That's the o n l y power he had 

when i t came to c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g and 

s a f e t y i s s u e s , but o u t s i d e of t h a t , he was a 

common P e n n s y l v a n i a l a b o r e r who worked hard 

every day. 

He worked so t h a t he was able to earn 

enough money to feed our f a m i l y , but my f a t h e r 

was a l s o c i v i c - m i n d e d and i n t e r e s t e d i n 

community government. He would a t t e n d p u b l i c 

meetings and speak out both f o r and a g a i n s t 

agenda items t h a t a f f e c t e d our neighborhood. 

Often as a young boy and i n t o my 



teens, I would go a l o n g w i t h him as an 

observ e r , and, of course, I wanted t o spend 

some time w i t h my dad. He wasn't eloquent or 

p o l i s h e d , but he was able to speak h i s mind and 

go home w i t h the s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t he d i d h i s 

b e s t . 

I t ' s f o r men and women l i k e him i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t h a t we are so p a s s i o n a t e l y 

opposed to removing these n o t i c e s from our 

newspapers. H i d i n g p u b l i c n o t i c e s on 

l i t t l e - u s e d government Web s i t e s w i l l h u r t the 

c i t i z e n s ' chances of b e i n g h e a r d . I t w i l l h u r t 

a man l i k e my f a t h e r and others who work i n 

i n d u s t r y every day. You can't be heard i f you 

don't know about a meeting, and t h i s i s about 

p u b l i c n o t i f i c a t i o n and the p u b l i c ' s r i g h t to 

know. 

When you take away a man's r i g h t to 

speak out, you take away h i s d i g n i t y . When you 

take away a man's d i g n i t y , you c h a l l e n g e h i s 

p r i d e and honor. And any man, woman, or 

c i t i z e n of t h i s commonwealth who has wrongly 

been l e f t out of the debate i s g o i n g to become 

f r u s t r a t e d , angry, and b i t t e r . 

We see i t from time to time i n the 



newspaper i n d u s t r y . As p u b l i c o f f i c i a l s , you 

see i t as w e l l . People must be able to speak 

out, and they can't do i t i f they don't know 

where the meeting's g o i n g to be h e l d . 

T h i s i s not how we should t r e a t the 

men and women of P e n n s y l v a n i a . What we need 

now i s c o o p e r a t i o n and c i v i l debate, not a 

c l i m a t e of anger and b i t t e r n e s s which 

r e s t r i c t i n g p u b l i c n o t i c e s w i l l c r e a t e . 

The c u r r e n t system of p l a c i n g a l l 

p u b l i c n o t i c e s i n l o c a l newspapers i s not 

b r o k e n . I t works w e l l and i s the backbone of a 

f r e e and informed p o p u l a t i o n . You would not 

disband or change a system t h a t i s working so 

w e l l . I t would be the e q u i v a l e n t to d i s b a n d i n g 

the s t a t e p o l i c e or N a t i o n a l Guard and then 

a s k i n g your l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , okay, you 

r a i s e , c r e a t e , f i n a n c e , and t r a i n and equip 

your own t r o o p e r s and m i l i t i a . I t doesn't make 

sense, and t h a t would never happen. 

L i k e the Guard, l i k e the s t a t e 

p o l i c e , newspapers p r o v i d e a v i t a l s e r v i c e , and 

we t h i n k we do i t damn w e l l . The debate t h a t 

we are ha v i n g today i s not about s a v i n g money. 

I t ' s about r e s t r i c t i n g p u b l i c access to p u b l i c 



meetings. 

We know i t ' s not the s t a t e 

l e g i s l a t u r e or s t a t e Senate's f a u l t . We don't 

h o l d you r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s . We know t h a t 

some of the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

are t w i s t i n g your arm, s a y i n g p l e a s e do t h i s , 

p l e a s e do t h i s , you can save us money, and i t ' s 

not going to save the k i n d of money they're 

l e a d i n g you to b e l i e v e . 

An example, M o n t o u r s v i l l e S c h o o l 

D i s t r i c t abuts my town of W i l l i a m s p o r t , $27.2 

m i l l i o n annual budget f o r 2,000 k i d s . You know 

what they spend each month i n my paper f o r 

p u b l i c n o t i c e s ? $313 a month on a $27 m i l l i o n 

budget. 

They spend more on c o f f e e , doughnuts, 

and b o t t l e d water f o r t h e i r board members than 

they do on p u b l i c n o t i c e s , and they're going to 

come here and take up our time and t e l l you and 

I t h a t newspapers a r e n ' t w o r k i n g . Nobody reads 

them. 

W e l l , l e t us put a s t o r y on A1 about 

a t a x i n c r e a s e or about someone who got i n 

t r o u b l e f o r a DUI and then come back to me and 

say, oh, t h a t ' s no problem, B e r n i e . Nobody 



reads the newspaper. We a l l know t h a t doesn't 

happen. 

We t h i n k as newspaper men and women 

t h a t the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e and the Senate i s 

being s o l d a b i l l of goods, and t h a t ' s why 

we're h e r e . We're here to p r o t e c t not o n l y the 

c i t i z e n s r i g h t to speak out but, more 

i m p o r t a n t l y , the c i t i z e n s r i g h t to know what's 

going o n . 

There are other examples. L o y a l s o c k 

School D i s t r i c t , $18 m i l l i o n budget, $333 a 

month. W i l l i a m s p o r t -- South W i l l i a m s p o r t 

Borough, $2 m i l l i o n borough budget, $350 a 

month on average w i t h u s . T h i s i s not going to 

make or break a m u n i c i p a l i t y . 

I t h i n k what needs to be done from 

our s t a n d p o i n t i s newspaper men and women as 

l e g i s l a t o r s i s to go back to these s u p e r v i s o r s , 

township borough o f f i c i a l s , and sc h o o l d i s t r i c t 

o f f i c i a l s and say, hey, i f you want to save 

money, i f you want to put t h i s t h i n g on the 

r i g h t t r a c k , then l e t ' s s i t down and have 

meaningful d i s c u s s i o n about s c h o o l d i s t r i c t and 

m u n i c i p a l c o n s o l i d a t i o n and merger. Y o u ' l l be 

sa v i n g hundreds and hundreds of m i l l i o n s of 



d o l l a r s when t h a t day comes. I know i t ' s not 

going to happen f o r t h i s budget, but r i g h t now 

we're bending over, p i c k i n g up pennies w h i l e 

$20 b i l l s are blowing around i n the wind, and 

t h a t ' s not the way to look a t t h i s p r o c e s s . 

So, i n c l o s i n g , we i n t h i s room from 

the newspaper i n d u s t r y , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of our 

readers and c i t i z e n s , implore you and ask you 

r e s p e c t f u l l y to e i t h e r t a b l e t h i s motion or 

vote no when i t comes to a v o t e . 

And, of course, I'm open f o r 

q u e s t i o n s as w e l l . Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you f o r 

your p a s s i o n a t e c l o s u r e t h e r e . That was very 

good. 

MR. ORAVEC: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: And each of you, 

E r n i e and Don and M a r t i n . 

Is the gentleman Jack 

W i l l i a m s -- he's not here? 

MS. HENNING: I don't b e l i e v e so, but 

he d i d submit w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. W e ' l l use 

t h a t . 

And can you -- some of you s t a y 



around f o r r e b u t t a l as we go through the other 

s i d e ? 

MS. HENNING: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. So you 

have s t a n d i n g to -¬

MS. HENNING: Can you a l l stay? That 

would be g r e a t . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: -- respond to 

any comments t h a t come up from the next 

s e c t i o n . 

MS. HENNING: Okay. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Open f o r 

q u e s t i o n s . Do we as a committee have q u e s t i o n s 

f o r these gentlemen? 

Go ahead. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. In some of the comments -- thank 

you a l l f o r your testimony as w e l l . I 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

In some of the comments -- I t h i n k 

t h e r e was r e f e r e n c e perhaps i n Mr. T i l l ' s 

t e s timony about mypublicnotices.com as a 

s o u r c e . Can you give me more d e t a i l s as to how 

t h a t Web s i t e works, how i t operates? 

MR. TILL: Y es. M y p u b l i c n o t i c e s i s 



a -- t h a t ' s the Web a d d r e s s . You can go to i t , 

m y p u b l i c n o t i c e s . c o m . 

L i t e r a l l y every newspaper sends a l l 

of t h e i r l e g a l -- 100 newspapers send t h e i r 

l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g to t h a t Web s i t e . We post 

them as we do on our Web s i t e . 

And then from a user, you can go on 

and you can do a search based on what you're 

l o o k i n g f o r . So you can do i t by c o u n t y . You 

can do i t by -- you can look f o r a s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t . 

So i f I want the Easton Area School 

D i s t r i c t or Saucon V a l l e y School D i s t r i c t , I 

can go on t h a t Web s i t e , type i t i n . Then i t 

b r i n g s me a l l the l e g a l ads t h a t are on t h a t 

Web s i t e f o r t h a t m u n i c i p a l i t y or s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t or whatever i t i s . I t ' s a t r u e , 

s e a r c h a b l e d a t a b a s e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: So a c t u a l l y f o r 

anyone who's l o o k i n g to b i d on j o b s i n v a r i o u s 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s across the s t a t e , i t ' s a good 

one-source, one-stopping l o c a t i o n ? 

MR. TILL: That i s c o r r e c t . I t i s . 

You know, there have been other b i l l s i n the 

p a s t about doing a sta t e w i d e Web s i t e , the 



problem w i t h i t being run by the government or 

by the s t a t e . I t does t h a t . I t ' s j u s t done by 

p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: One other p o i n t 

you made too, M a r t i n , I wanted t o touch o n. 

You mentioned t h a t i f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n were to 

pass and you were to go to a government Web 

s i t e approach, t h a t i n order to ensure the 

v a l i d i t y of t h a t Web s i t e , you'd have to have a 

backup system, a redundancy? 

MR. TILL: Yeah. You can't have a 

Web s i t e t h a t can go down. I f I've got -¬

whether i t ' s a meeting n o t i c e or a b i d n o t i c e , 

i f I'm a c o n t r a c t o r and I go on and t h a t Web 

s i t e i s n ' t a v a i l a b l e , then i f I -- you know, i f 

i t ' s a b i g c o n t r a c t and I go to go on t h a t Web 

s i t e and i t ' s not a v a i l a b l e , I'm not going to 

l e t the other b i d s be put through w i t h o u t mine. 

So t h e r e ' s going to be some l e g a l a c t i o n , 

whatever i t i s , t o do t h a t . 

And, a g a i n , from a meeting n o t i c e , i f 

the Web s i t e goes down, okay, does the meeting 

now have to be delayed i f i t ' s down an hour, 

two minutes, two days? And so you need a 

redundant backup s e r v e r t h a t are no r m a l l y o f f 



s i t e . So our s t u f f t h a t ' s i n Easton w i l l be 

backed up i n Wilmington, Delaware, f o r example, 

and so you need t o go to these f o l k s t h a t have 

redundant s e r v i c e . 

And, a g a i n , the other d i f f e r e n c e i s 

i f I've got a l i t t l e Web s i t e today, i t ' s 

running o f f a l i t t l e computer. That doesn't 

work when you've got people coming t o i t . 

Again, i f you go to -- what's the name of the 

Web s i t e t h a t does a l l the t r a c k i n g of t r a f f i c ? 

MS. HENNING: Compete.com. 

MR. TILL: I f you go t o compete.com, 

f o r example, compete.com, you can go i n and put 

a Web s i t e i n or two Web s i t e s i n and h i t a 

b u t t o n , and i t w i l l t e l l you t h e i r t r a f f i c f o r 

the month. 

So i f you look a t 

l e h i g h v a l l e y l i v e . c o m , y o u ' l l see over 700,000 

unique u s e r s . I f you go to a s c h o o l or any 

m u n i c i p a l i t y Web s i t e today, t h e r e ' s v i r t u a l l y 

no t r a f f i c . So t h e r e ' s no t e s t to the 

t e c h n o l o g y . 

I f people have to s t a r t going, you 

need a robust system to manage t h a t . I t 

j u s t -- and, a g a i n , i t ' s not i n e x p e n s i v e 



t e c h n o l o g y . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And I want to get 

to the c o s t t o o . To have t h a t k i n d of 

redundancy system would have c o n s i d e r a b l e 

c o s t s ? 

MR. TILL: I t ' s a minimum -- j u s t -¬

and, a g a i n , j u s t the technology c o s t s i n terms 

of going back and f o r t h i s a thousand d o l l a r s a 

month. I mean, t h a t ' s nevermind the technology 

of buying i t , people to i n p u t the i n f o r m a t i o n , 

t o t r a c k i t . I come i n . I want a time-stamped 

copy of i t . 

I mean, a l l t h a t -- I mean, we have 

i t every day. I mean, we have people every day 

come i n to get copies of l e g a l a d s . You know, 

every s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , everybody's going to 

need t h a t . I mean, t h e r e ' s going to have to be 

a c l e r k a v a i l a b l e to do t h a t . 

Again, i t may be o n l i n e , but i t 

doesn't mean you're not going to have somebody 

coming i n , s a y i n g I need a copy of i t , and i t 

a l s o has to be time stamped. So i f I've got a 

24-hour n o t i c e f o r a meeting, I've got to have 

the technology to time stamp t h a t n o t i c e so as 

a c i t i z e n I know t h a t you a c t u a l l y d i d put i t 



o n l i n e i n time f o r the 24-hour advance n o t i c e . 

Again, our technology does t h a t 

today. There's no my assumption would be 

the r e would be very few, i f any, m u n i c i p a l Web 

s i t e s t h a t have t h a t c a p a b i l i t y today because 

they j u s t don't need to have i t , and, a g a i n , 

t h a t ' s not cheap. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Could you a l s o 

speak to the i s s u e of a r c h i v i n g i n f o r m a t i o n ? 

One of the b e n e f i t s of the newspapers i s not 

o n l y do you have your own l i b r a r i e s , but 

t y p i c a l l y the p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s r e t a i n c o p i e s , 

so t h e r e ' s a r e c o r d , h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d , as to 

n o t i c e s and any other l e g a l documents. 

MR. TILL: C o r r e c t , and the other 

advantage i s t h a t most newspapers today, 

i n c l u d i n g o u r s e l v e s , we w i l l end up -- we're 

going back to the be g i n n i n g of time f o r our 

newspaper i n a r c h i v i n g every page. 

The other t h i n g we do i s today we 

a r c h i v e every page today e l e c t r o n i c a l l y . So i f 

I want t o go and see a l e g a l n o t i c e t h a t ran 

thr e e years ago -- and i t happens w i t h us i n 

l a w s u i t s . W e ' l l get n o t i c e s of t h i n g s -- we 

can l i t e r a l l y go to our Web s i t e , p u l l up the 



page, the a c t u a l page t h a t was p r i n t e d , and 

p r i n t out a copy of i t . So you got the p r o o f . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And, of course, 

the p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s a l s o r e t a i n -¬

MR. TILL: P u b l i c l i b r a r i e s have 

every newspaper, c o r r e c t . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: I t h i n k i t was 

Mr. Oravec who mentioned the percentage of 

f o l k s who don't have I n t e r n e t s e r v i c e . Can you 

j u s t run through those numbers again to 

c l a r i f y ? 

MR. ORAVEC: I t was over 50 pe r c e n t 

of s e n i o r s . L e t me s e e . 

MS. HENNING: I can do t h a t , i f 

t h a t ' s a l l r i g h t w i t h y ou. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: That's f i n e . 

MS. HENNING: Yeah, the l a t e s t 

s t a t i s t i c s show 58 per c e n t of s e n i o r s are not 

on the I n t e r n e t , 46 pe r c e n t of those w i t h a 

d i s a b i l i t y , and between 30 and 40 per c e n t of 

c e r t a i n m i n o r i t y p o p u l a t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And d i d any of 

your surveys or s t u d i e s l o o k a t i f c e r t a i n 

r e g i o n s of the s t a t e -¬

MS. HENNING: Those s t u d i e s e x i s t , 



and we can p r o v i d e them to you, but they're not 

i n our m a t e r i a l s t o d a y . P e n n s y l v a n i a v a r i e s 

w i d e l y depending upon broadband c a p a b i l i t y and 

geography. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Which i s one of my 

concerns as f a r as the n o r t h e r n t i e r of the 

s t a t e . I understand t h e r e ' s not complete 

broadband access i n the no r t h e r n t i e r as w e l l . 

MS. HENNING: That's c o r r e c t . 

MR. ORAVEC: And we even have 

problems w i t h g e n e r a l c e l l phone s e r v i c e i n 

t h a t p a r t of the s t a t e . I t ' s very d i f f i c u l t as 

w e l l . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And then one f i n a l 

p o i n t . A number of years ago I know the 

newspaper a s s o c i a t i o n agreed to o f f e r the 

lowest p o s s i b l e r a t e , i s t h a t c o r r e c t , i n terms 

of t h e i r l e g a l n o t i c e s ? 

MS. HENNING: There was language on 

the t a b l e , y e s . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And i s t h a t s t i l l 

p r e t t y w i d e l y observed? 

MS. HENNING: Oh, my gosh. I mean, 

you can l o o k a t newspaper r a t e cards across the 

s t a t e . Many of them, y o u ' l l see t h a t the l e g a l 



a d v e r t i s i n g r a t e i s w e l l below other commercial 

r a t e s , and we're happy t o g i v e you any example 

you want to s e e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Okay. Do some of 

you have some examples as to what a t y p i c a l 

r a t e per l i n e would c o s t ? 

MR. TILL: I ' l l g i v e you -- from my 

newspaper, we -- i f i t ' s a c l a s s i f i e d , i f 

you're a c l a s s i f i e d -- i f you're a Brown-Daub, 

f o r example, you'd p r o b a b l y pay somewhere 

around 3 to $4 a l i n e . Our l e g a l ads I b e l i e v e 

are l e s s than a d o l l a r . I t h i n k i t ' s l i k e 80 

cents a l i n e . And, a g a i n , Brown-Daub i s a b i g 

a d v e r t i s e r . 

So t h a t ' s a r e a l l y good commercial 

r a t e . So i t i s by f a r the lowest r a t e t h a t 

we're p u t t i n g out t h e r e . 

MR. ORAVEC: And we're very s i m i l a r 

t o t h a t , same ge n e r a l r a n g e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Again, h o l d i n g to 

the lowest p o s s i b l e r a t e f o r l e g a l n o t i c e s ? 

MR. ORAVEC: The lowest p o s s i b l e , 

yeah. I t ' s u s u a l l y c o n s i d e r e d a n o n p r o f i t , the 

same lowest r a t e t h a t we'd g i v e to l i k e a Red 

Cross or a S a l v a t i o n Army or someone who wanted 



t o p l a c e a r e g u l a r d i s p l a y a d . L i n e ads are 

the lowest r a t e we have. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Oh, and one other 

f o l l o w - u p t o o . I t h i n k as Mr. T i l l made the 

p o i n t t h a t r e a d e r s h i p of The Express-Times i s 

a c t u a l l y up, even though perhaps not i n the 

p r i n t copy alone, but when you add the p r i n t 

and the net c o p i e s , i t -¬

MR. TILL: C o r r e c t . I got you The 

Express-Times i n January of 1998, and a t t h a t 

time we d i d n ' t even have a Web s i t e , and we 

were about 50,000 c i r c u l a t i o n , about 48,000 

c i r c u l a t i o n on Sunday, and today we're about 

45,000 c i r c u l a t i o n d a i l y , and we're over 50,000 

on Sunday now. 

So our -- i t ' s r e l a t i v e l y f l a t ; 

however, ag a i n , our Web t r a f f i c , our Web 

i n d i v i d u a l we have over 700,000 unique Web 

users a month. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And i s t h a t t r u e 

f o r most of the papers t h a t are re p r e s e n t e d 

here today, t h a t you've seen an i n c r e a s e i n 

r e a d e r s h i p when you combine the two? 

MR. ORAVEC: I t h i n k f o l l o w i n g up 

w i t h what we j u s t d i s c u s s e d , i n our paper, we 



average -- we're a l i t t l e s m a l l e r . We have 

30,000 Sunday c i r c u l a t i o n , 24 d u r i n g the week 

Monday through S a t u r d a y . That's down a few 

thousand readers over the p a s t f i v e years or 

s o . 

But our Web t r a f f i c i s -- we average 

n e a r l y 2 m i l l i o n page views a month w i t h about 

135,000 unique v i s i t o r s each month, and the 

same argument would h o l d t r u e on our end. 

We're f i n d i n g t h a t both of them work i n 

c o n c e r t . 

On most Web s i t e s , i f you count a 

whole newspaper, a r e g u l a r p r i n t e d newspaper, 

and you were to say, w e l l , how much of t h a t 

content, a d v e r t i s i n g , s t o r i e s , e d i t o r i a l goes 

o n l i n e , p r o b a b l y 30 t o 35 p e r c e n t of the a c t u a l 

f u l l newspaper i s o n l y o n l i n e . 

So most people who want the paper, 

e s p e c i a l l y they want -- who buy Sunday papers 

f o r Sunday f l i e r s or s p e c i a l a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , 

most people are s t i l l s t i c k i n g t o a t r a d i t i o n a l 

paper, but th e y ' r e supplementing t h e i r 

i n f o r m a t i o n g a t h e r i n g by v i s i t i n g our Web s i t e . 

We're a l s o seeing -- years ago we a l l 

sent papers out of s t a t e . We sent them to the 



snowbirds i n F l o r i d a . We sent them a l l over 

the w o r l d . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: K i d s i n c o l l e g e . 

MR. ORAVEC: That's what's changed 

r e a l l y . That, and i n our case i n the n o r t h e r n 

t i e r , as a l o t of the s e n i o r s pass on, people 

who are baby boomers l i k e myself t h a t move on 

down the road, we're s e e i n g a hi g h e r 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t r a n s i e n t workers, f o l k s from 

Texas and Oklahoma coming up to work the gas 

w e l l s , and r i g h t now t h a t ' s a c h a l l e n g e t h a t 

many of the n o r t h e r n - t i e r papers are f a c i n g , 

whether, you know, we can r e p l a c e the 

t r a d i t i o n a l , l i f e l o n g P e n n s y l v a n i a r e s i d e n t s 

and have something i n t e r e s t i n g f o r these f o l k s 

t o buy the paper o n. 

So what we're f i n d i n g i s more of the 

t r a n s i e n t crowd w i l l buy a s i n g l e paper a t a 

newsstand or go o n l i n e , where most of the 

t r a d i t i o n a l , l i f e l o n g W i l l i a m s p o r t area 

r e s i d e n t s w i l l e i t h e r e x c l u s i v e l y use the paper 

or augment i t j u s t w i t h o n l i n e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Oh, I'm s o r r y , one 

l a s t q u e s t i o n . I a p o l o g i z e . I keep coming up 

w i t h these q u e s t i o n s . 



In your survey i n f o r m a t i o n , I 

understand t h a t you looked a t what percentage 

of readers l o o k a t the c l a s s i f i e d s e c t i o n ? 

MS. HENNING: There was a N a t i o n a l 

Newspaper A s s o c i a t i o n study of community papers 

t h a t showed t h a t a very h i g h percentage -- I 

don't have i t memorized. Is i t 80? I can't 

remember. 75 percent of readers a c t u a l l y 

viewed the c l a s s i f i e d s e c t i o n , read l e g a l 

n o t i c e s i n those newspapers. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: So t h a t ' s one of 

the more w i d e l y read p a r t s of the paper -¬

MS. HENNING: R i g h t . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: -- i n t h a t r e g ard? 

MR. ORAVEC: And adding to t h a t j u s t 

a l i t t l e b i t , what we found too i s most of us 

have l e g a l n o t i c e s i n w i t h the c l a s s i f i e d 

s e c t i o n , and w i t h the r e c e s s i o n t h a t we j u s t 

went through i n '08 and '09, now people are 

s t a r t i n g to open up a l i t t l e b i t w i t h j o b 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s . So the same s e c t i o n as h a v i n g 

a l l the employment i n , the people l o o k i n g f o r 

automotives, i t a l l t i e s i n . So we get a 

p r e t t y good r e a d e r s h i p . 

And a l o t of i t i s n ' t j u s t , oh, w e l l , 



t h e y ' r e o n l y l o o k i n g f o r t h a t n o t i c e , but when 

they' r e i n there -- l e t ' s say something's g o i n g 

on i n W i l l i a m s p o r t , but I l i v e a county away. 

I might happen to stumble across a b i d , z o n i n g 

v a r i a n c e , or something t h a t ' s g o i n g on w i t h 

e i t h e r the gas i n d u s t r y or a l o c a l i n d u s t r i a l 

complex. So i t ' s n i c e t h a t we do p l a c e our 

n o t i c e s i n a w i d e l y read s e c t i o n , which i s near 

the help wanteds. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Oh, and j u s t one 

p o i n t of c l a r i f i c a t i o n f o r Mr. S c h r e i b e r t o o . 

As the r a n k i n g Democratic chairman, I f e e l 

compelled to l e t you know t h a t the prime 

sponsor of the record s -- Open Records Law i n 

the house was R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Tim Mahoney, who 

i s a Democrat from western P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

So I t h i n k you'd f i n d t h a t there are 

a l o t of s t r o n g advocates f o r t h a t i n my caucus 

when i t came up f o r a v o t e . So j u s t t o c l a r i f y 

t h a t p o i n t . 

Thank you a l l f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

MR. ORAVEC: Thank you. A p p r e c i a t e 

the o p p o r t u n i t y . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: C e r t a i n l y a 

b i p a r t i s a n i s s u e . T e r i , what's the d e f i n i t i o n 



of s e n i o r ? 

MS. HENNING: I t h i n k i n the 

s t a t i s t i c t h a t we p r o v i d e d t o you, i t ' s 65 and 

over, but I can v e r i f y t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. And i t ' s 

p r e t t y h i g h ? 58 percent d i d you say? 

MS. HENNING: Um-hum, um-hum. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. I'd l i k e 

t o t u r n the q u e s t i o n i n g over to J e r r y Knowles. 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: Thank you 

ver y much, Mr. Chairman. 

I want to extend a p e r s o n a l welcome 

to the Le h i g h t o n Times News as w e l l as the 

P o t t s v i l l e R epublican H a r o l d . I t ' s good to see 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n from two of my hometown 

newspapers h e r e . 

The q u e s t i o n t h a t I -- and t h i s i s a 

ver y d i f f i c u l t i s s u e because we are c e r t a i n l y 

p u l l e d i n two d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s , you know, 

one by the media as to n e c e s s i t y of c o n t i n u i n g 

as i s and then as the l o c a l governments s a y i n g 

t h a t i t ' s a very c o s t l y -- i t ' s a r e a l s t r a i n 

on t h e i r b u d g ets. 

And Chairman Freeman, I t h i n k he 

asked the q u e s t i o n t h a t I was i n t e r e s t e d i n , 



but maybe -- and t h a t i s i n terms of p r i c i n g 

f o r a d s . Compare l i k e a d i s p l a y ad as compared 

to l i k e a l e g a l n o t i c e . What are we t a l k i n g ? 

I was always of the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t l e g a l 

n o t i c e s were more e x p e n s i v e . 

MR. TILL: And I can speak f o r my 

newspaper. In my newspaper the l e g a l n o t i c e s 

are the lowest c o s t ads we have. W e l l , we have 

f r e e c l a s s i f i e d s , so other than -- i t i s a 

l o w-cost a d . 

Again, I go back to the numbers. In 

my newspaper i n 2010, we had 95 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

a d v e r t i s i n g i n my newspaper, 95 d i f f e r e n t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The average spend f o r the year 

was $2,800. That's the average. F o r t y of 

those 95 spent l e s s than a thousand d o l l a r s . 

So t h i s myth t h a t -- and, a g a i n , I'm 

Northampton County and L e h i g h County i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . You know, ag a i n , Northampton 

County w i t h almost a $300 m i l l i o n budget spent 

$44,000 w i t h me on l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g . Okay? 

What they spent on s h e r i f f s a l e s i s not p a i d by 

the c o u n t y . The s h e r i f f s a l e s are p a i d by the 

e n t i t i e s p u b l i s h i n g the s h e r i f f s a l e s . They 

j u s t go -- they f l u s h through the c o u n t y . The 



county has no c o s t on t h a t . 

So t h e y ' l l g i v e you those numbers. 

T h e y ' l l say, oh, i t was m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s . 

I t i s not t r u e . 

Again, i f I look a t the Easton Area 

Sc h o o l D i s t r i c t , $141 m i l l i o n budget, and the 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t t h a t I would argue most s e n i o r s 

want to be t o or most c i t i z e n s want to know 

about. That's a s c h o o l d i s t r i c t t h a t gets 

heavy attendance at the meetings, which I would 

argue one o f the reasons they don't want them 

i n the newspaper i s they don't want the heavy 

attendance at the m e e t i n g s . 

That s c h o o l d i s t r i c t -- and i f they 

come up here and say they're going t o save 

thousands -- they spent $4,000 w i t h me, or I 

should say they i n v e s t e d $4,000 to i n f o r m t h e i r 

t axpayers what's going on i n t h e i r s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t , 4,000 on a budget o f $141 m i l l i o n . 

So i t ' s not -- you know, t h e r e ' s no m i l l i o n s o f 

d o l l a r s o f s a v i n g s . 

And, a g a i n , I can g i v e you w i t h o u t 

e x c e p t i o n the f a c t t h a t Easton Area School 

D i s t r i c t , Northampton County, and everybody who 

runs w i t h me, those 95 people, w i t h o u t 



e x c e p t i o n , every one o f them would have an 

i n c r e a s e i n c o s t , a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e , i f 

t h i s went through, not a l i t t l e b i t , 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e . 

Again, I've got 40 o f them t h a t spent 

l e s s than a thousand d o l l a r s a y e a r . These are 

not monthly numbers. These are annual numbers. 

So the savings are j u s t not t h e r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: I f i s 

t h a t the case i n most newspapers throughout the 

commonwealth t h a t these ads are g e n e r a l l y l e s s 

than g e n e r a l a d v e r t i s i n g ? 

MS. HENNING: No. 

MR. ORAVEC: No. I can o n l y speak 

f o r -- I'm not f a m i l i a r w i t h P i t t s b u r g h , 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . So i f we exclude the two l a r g e 

c i t i e s . Most of c e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a , when 

you're l o o k i n g a t c l a s s i f i e d , u s u a l l y the most 

expensive ads are help wanteds i n many 

i n s t a n c e s because i t ' s , you know, a n e c e s s i t y 

and people need to be i n . Sometimes home s a l e s 

are a l i t t l e steep, some of those ad p r i c e s , 

but normally, i n most cases the p u b l i c n o t i c e s 

are a t the very bottom or the very bottom of 

the p r i c e s t r u c t u r e . 



What I t h i n k happens o f t e n -- and 

we've encountered t h i s even w i t h d i s c u s s i o n s 

w i t h l o c a l s u p e r v i s o r s and l o c a l s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s -- they confuse what i s a p u b l i c 

n o t i c e w i t h employment a d v e r t i s i n g . T h e y ' l l 

lump e v e r y t h i n g t o g e t h e r . T h e i r n o t i c e s t h a t 

t h e y ' l l put i n about p u b l i c n o t i c e s and z o n i n g 

v a r i a n c e s , t h e y ' l l add up t h a t money and add 

t h a t to s e c r e t a r y wanted, Spanish teacher 

wanted, and t h e y ' r e r e a l l y two d i f f e r e n t areas, 

and I t h i n k i t ' s important t o take a p a r t p u b l i c 

n o t i c e from normal a d v e r t i s i n g , and I t h i n k 

t h a t ' s where a l i t t l e b i t of the d i s c o n n e c t 

comes i n . 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: And my l a s t 

comment i s someone had t a l k e d about -- i n t h e i r 

t e s timony had mentioned the l o s s of a thousand 

j o b s . I f t h a t would be the case, I got to 

t h i n k t h a t we're t a l k i n g about a p r e t t y good 

chunk of change t h a t i s spent on l e g a l n o t i c e s . 

MR. TILL: W e l l , I ' l l g i ve you the 

numbers from my newspaper. The number i s 

somewhere about $1.2 m i l l i o n ; however, of t h a t 

$1.2 m i l l i o n , 900 and I t h i n k i t ' s $980,000 

are s h e r i f f s a l e s . So, a g a i n , t h a t ' s not p a i d 



by the c o u n t y . I t j u s t goes through the 

county, so -- but i f they do t h i s , I l o s e the 

s h e r i f f s a l e s as w e l l . So, f o r me, i t ' s $1.2 

m i l l i o n , and based on what t h a t r e p r e s e n t s to 

my newspaper, j u s t a t my newspaper, i t ' s 20 

p e o p l e . 

And, a g a i n , there i s a s i g n i f i c a n t 

f i n a n c i a l impact to newspapers, and, you know, 

i t ' s v e r y hard to s o r t of be up here and -¬

because we are t a l k i n g about t r a n s p a r e n c y . 

You know, I mean, we know the t r i c k s 

t h a t some s c h o o l boards i n our area do. The 

s t u f f t h a t ' s going to be s o r t of troublesome 

they put at the end of the agenda assuming our 

r e p o r t e r s have to leave to make d e a d l i n e . 

W e l l , now, because of technology, our r e p o r t e r s 

don't have to l e a v e . They can f i l e the s t o r y 

from the media. So the be s t way now i s j u s t 

not to have us there or to not know about i t . 

And, a g a i n , I -- i t r e a l l y i s about 

people knowing what's going on i n t h e i r 

community. You can't -- and, ag a i n , i f you 

want them o n l i n e , t h e y ' r e a l r e a d y t h e r e . At no 

c o s t , they're there i n one aggregated, very 

well-done, p r o f e s s i o n a l , r o b u s t , s e a r c h a b l e Web 



s i t e . I t ' s a l r e a d y done. Okay? 

The r e a l i t y i s the myth t h a t nobody 

reads newspapers i s j u s t a myth. And, a g a i n , 

as you s a i d , you know, l e t there be a good or 

bad s t o r y about one of you be i n your 

newspapers and y o u ' l l know about i t , and most 

of us always want the good s t o r i e s . 

And, you know, we s t i l l have over 

100,000 people a day read my newspaper. 

100,000 l o c a l people read my newspaper every 

day. 

You know, t h i s i s about people 

knowing what's going on i n t h e i r government. 

You know, the Delaware J o i n t T o l l B r i d g e 

Commission, which I -- the s t o r y I t o l d you 

e a r l i e r about, the i n c r e a s e i n the t o l l s , 

nobody c o u l d do a n y t h i n g about t h a t . You can't 

do anything about i t . We can't do a n y t h i n g 

about i t . The people who are going to pay the 

t o l l s can't do a n y t h i n g about i t . 

And i t was done because nobody knew 

about the m e e t i n g . I t wasn't on the agenda, 

and o n l y because we had a r e p o r t e r , by chance, 

s i t t i n g -- knowing t h a t the meeting was going 

to happen d i d we even get the s t o r y . That w i l l 



happen every day. 

And my concern i s the lower you go, 

the more -- you know, you're my buddy, and I 

need the -- you know, I need something done. 

Look, 2 o'clock go to my Web s i t e . You're 

going to have a b i d . P r i n t i t out, and then i t 

w i l l be o f f my Web s i t e . And the r e a l i t y i s 

t h e r e ' s no way to c o n t r o l t h a t , and nobody w i l l 

know. And i f I don't even know of the 

meetings, I don't know. 

And, a g a i n , what i s the d i f f e r e n c e 

between g e t t i n g 15 b i d s and 4 b i d s ? One number 

i s i t ' s a 10 percent d i f f e r e n c e , and i f I 

remember r i g h t , t h a t was a $1.4 m i l l i o n 

c o n t r a c t . That's $140,000. And the s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t j u s t p r o b a b l y spent $4,000 w i t h i t s 

newspaper. I mean, you know, you t h i n k we're 

r e a l l y going to change t h i s where they can save 

$140,000 on a b i d to save $4,000 because of a 

newspaper? 

And one of the other t h i n g s t h a t was 

mentioned before which r e a l l y concerns me was 

t h a t we make i t o p t i o n a l . They can run i n the 

newspaper, or they c a n n o t . W e l l , what t h a t 

does to p o l i t i c i a n s , you know, i f you don't 



l i k e your newspaper, i f they d i d n ' t endorse 

you, i f they're g i v i n g you a hard time about 

t h a t t a x i n c r e a s e , i f t h e y ' r e r u n n i n g 

e d i t o r i a l s you don't l i k e , c u t them o f f . You 

know, i f they're n i c e to you, keep r u n n i n g . 

That's a r e a l l y dangerous way of 

d o i n g b u s i n e s s . That's a r e a l l y , r e a l l y 

dangerous way. And, a g a i n , a l o t of people 

some days don't l i k e t h e i r l o c a l newspapers. 

We're not the d e v i l . You know, we employ 

thousands of people i n t h i s commonwealth. We 

t r y every day to do a v e r y good j o b . 

You know, I l o v e i t when people say 

you have a c o n s p i r a c y . I say come and work. 

We don't have time t o even t h i n k about h a v i n g a 

c o n s p i r a c y . You know, we're l i k e everybody 

e l s e out t h e r e . 

You know, t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n and others 

l i k e i t , t h e r e ' s j u s t to reason f o r i t . I t ' s 

not g o i n g to save any money. I t i s j u s t not 

g o i n g to save any more. I t w i l l a c t u a l l y c o s t 

more, and what you want to have done i n the end 

of h a v i n g e v e r y t h i n g o n l i n e i s a l r e a d y b e i n g 

done. 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: Thank you, 



l a d y and gentlemen. Thanks, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: The committee 

would l i k e t o r e c o g n i z e RoseMarie Swanger from 

Lebanon County has j o i n e d us, and I'd l i k e to 

t u r n i t over to R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T r u i t t . 

REPRESENTATIVE TRUITT: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

One of my q u e s t i o n s was a l r e a d y 

answered r e g a r d i n g the percentage of people who 

read the p u b l i c n o t i c e s s e c t i o n . I'd be 

c u r i o u s to know a l i t t l e more about the 

demographics of people t h a t do read t h a t , but 

I'd l i k e to focus my q u e s t i o n on the c o s t 

argument h e r e . I'm h a v i n g a hard time 

un d e r s t a n d i n g where you're g o i n g w i t h t h i s . 

You're g i v i n g us examples, f o r 

example, of a s c h o o l d i s t r i c t t h a t o n l y spends 

$300 a year on p u b l i c n o t i c e s , y et you're 

s a y i n g t h a t , you know, i t w i l l c o s t them more. 

I f we g i v e them the o p t i o n to 

a d v e r t i s e i n the newspaper or on t h e i r own Web 

s i t e , why would they go f o r the more expensive 

o p t i o n ? Are you s a y i n g t h a t they're a l l 

c o r r u p t , incompetent, misinformed? What 

e x a c t l y are you t r y i n g t o say t h e r e ? 



MR. ORAVEC: I t h i n k the d i s c u s s i o n , 

when i t came down to d o l l a r s to the newspaper 

and how i t would a f f e c t i n d i v i d u a l p r i v a t e 

s e c t o r j o b s , r e v o l v e s around the f a c t -- and 

most of these m u n i c i p a l i t i e s or s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s i n d i v i d u a l l y spend a s m a l l amount of 

money i n each d i s t r i c t , each township, towards 

the newspaper. 

C o l l e c t i v e l y , 24 i n my area, f o r 

example, I have 24 s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n a 

couple of c o u n t i e s from W i l l i a m s p o r t and I 

b e l i e v e 16 or 18 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . C o l l e c t i v e l y 

t h a t money coming i n might generate 10 to 

$15,000 a month. So i t comes down t o whether 

you're t r y i n g to lump a l l these m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

t o g e t h e r , which you r e a l l y shouldn't do because 

each one i s d i f f e r e n t . 

For example, i f my s c h o o l d i s t r i c t i s 

g o i n g to have a b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t t h i s year or 

i f I'm g o i n g to b u i l d a new stadium somewhere, 

of course, I'm g o i n g to have t e n times as many 

p u b l i c n o t i c e s as the d i s t r i c t down the s t r e e t 

t h a t i s run n i n g b u s i n e s s as u s u a l w i t h an 

average-aged b u i l d i n g . 

So i t ' s g o i n g to vary from year t o 



year, month to month, but c o l l e c t i v e l y i t 

a f f e c t s the newspapers because those d o l l a r s 

coming i n from a l l -- i n my i n s t a n c e 40 

government e n t i t i e s do add up, makes i t a 

s i g n i f i c a n t amount of money. 

So b e i n g the township, s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t , m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , you're not f u n d i n g 

them a l l the same way. They're a l l b e i n g 

funded d i f f e r e n t l y . You can't c o l l e c t i v e l y 

say, w e l l , a l l t h a t money i s a c o l l e c t i v e j o i n t 

s avings because i t r e a l l y i s n ' t . I t would vary 

from d i s t r i c t t o d i s t r i c t , i f t h a t makes sense. 

REPRESENTATIVE TRUITT: I'm not sure 

-- I t h i n k I understand what you're s a y i n g on 

the cumulative e f f e c t , but I'm j u s t s a y i n g at 

the i n d i v i d u a l s c h o o l d i s t r i c t or m u n i c i p a l i t y 

l e v e l , why would they choose to go o n l i n e i f i t 

r e a l l y was g o i n g to c o s t more to do i t o n l i n e 

than i t would be f o r the newspaper? 

MR. TILL: I would argue most of them 

won't have the u n d e r s t a n d i n g of what i t w i l l 

c o s t to do i t o n l i n e u n t i l they have problems. 

Again, some people t h i n k my k i d can 

se t up a Web s i t e and o f f we g o . I t ' s not t h a t 

simple t o d a y . I t j u s t i s n o t . 



So you've got the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

c o s t s which they don't know about. You've a l s o 

got the c o s t of -- r i g h t now you send us a 

n o t i c e . W e l l , now, you got to have somebody 

type i t . I mean, I don't t h i n k they're g o i n g 

to d i g i n t o what i t r e a l l y takes to do i t , and 

then you get i n t o technology c o s t s , the c a p i t a l 

replacement c o s t s of technology, because i t 

changes every s i n g l e day. 

And I h o n e s t l y do t h i n k there are 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , and a number i n my market, 

t h a t would l o v e t o not have t h e i r n o t i c e s i n my 

newspaper. We've got a s c h o o l d i s t r i c t where 

we've got a s c h o o l board member who got h i s 

daughter a j o b , who got f i r e d , who's now s u i n g 

the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t her dad s i t s on, and i t ' s a 

g r e a t s t o r y f o r u s . He doesn't want i t . You 

know, i f he c o u l d keep t h a t s t o r y out of the 

newspaper, of course he would. 

REPRESENTATIVE TRUITT: And i s your 

newspaper the o n l y one he c o u l d a d v e r t i s e i n ? 

MR. TILL: Yes, t h a t i s c o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE TRUITT: That's a l l I 

have. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you, 



gentlemen and l a d i e s . 

That concludes our f i r s t p a r t . 

We're -- w a i t . We have -- Dave Maloney has one 

more q u e s t i o n , and then w e ' l l s e t up f o r the 

next g r o u p . We're r i g h t on schedule, one hour, 

and my compliments to your p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

My q u e s t i o n i s r e a l l y more geared 

to -- s o r r y , but Mr. Bower. I t h i n k I have 

concerns w i t h r e s p e c t to the waivers and how 

o f t e n t h i s has happened, or do you know t h a t 

t h e r e ' s a r o u t i n e of how t h i s happens? 

I've been i n v o l v e d w i t h q u i t e a few 

p r o j e c t s to t h a t c a l i b e r t h a t you're r e f e r r i n g , 

so I guess my concern would be t o -- i s t h i s a 

s p o t t y Mandate Waiver t h a t gets asked f o r ? Is 

t h i s something t h a t you see happening more 

o f t e n ? Is i t j u s t something t h a t happened 

o c c a s i o n a l l y ? 

I guess I'm t r y i n g to understand how 

t h i s a c t u a l l y happened, and you o b v i o u s l y 

worked f o r the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t b e f o r e , and then 

e v i d e n t l y were i n the dark about t h i s p r o j e c t . 



MR. BOWER: We've done a l o t of work 

f o r the Berwick Area School D i s t r i c t . We've 

a l s o done work f o r a l o t of sc h o o l d i s t r i c t s i n 

a wide area, p r o b a b l y w i t h i n 50 m i l e s of home 

b a s e . 

This p a r t i c u l a r p r o j e c t i s the second 

p r o j e c t t h a t we're aware of i n the Berwick Area 

School D i s t r i c t ; however, there i s a s i m i l a r 

program t h a t ' s b e i n g done i n another s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t i n our l o c a l area, C e n t r a l School 

D i s t r i c t , and I'm not so sure j u s t how many 

other s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s are u s i n g i t . 

But t o e x e m p l i f y a l i t t l e b i t more on 

what t h i s i s c o s t i n g you, and I went to the 

board, and the board I t h i n k a f t e r I e x p l a i n e d 

what the r e a l i t y was of t h e i r b i d d i n g sequence 

and t h e i r n o t i f i c a t i o n s , I t h i n k they agreed 

w i t h me t h a t t h i s was not a very good f i d u c i a r y 

a c t i o n t h a t they may have done. 

You know, I t h i n k what happens i s 

they h i r e an a r c h i t e c t , and then they leave the 

hands -- they leave the s o l i c i t a t i o n i n the 

hands of the a r c h i t e c t , which the l e a s t c o s t l y 

way i s t o put i t on the I n t e r n e t , and then the 

a r c h i t e c t u s u a l l y has t h e i r s o - c a l l e d pet 



c o n t r a c t o r s , and t h a t happens i n the i n d u s t r y . 

In t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r o j e c t r i g h t 

here, you know, you save $1500 or $2,000. And 

I don't know what a n o t i c e c o s t . I r e a l l y 

d o n ' t . I'm j u s t p u l l i n g t h a t out, but i f i t 

does c o s t 1500 or $2,000 to s o l i c i t through the 

p r i n t media and they get a c o n t r a c t o r from out 

of s t a t e , I mean, j u s t the m o b i l i z a t i o n c o s t 

alone i s p r o b a b l y -- what? 12 p i e c e s of 

equipment, $1200 a p i e c e . You got $15,000 

alone i n m o b i l i z a t i o n c o s t s . I mean, and per 

diem f o r employees f o r moving them i n t o the 

area f o r the week, room and board, t h a t ' s 

s i g n i f i c a n t c o s t s . Over a four-month p r o j e c t , 

you got 40 t o -- who knows -- $80,000 i n 

a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Yeah, I'm 

aware of t h a t . 

MR. BOWER: I'm not sure i f I 

answered your q u e s t i o n but -¬

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: You p r o b a b l y 

-- a c t u a l l y you d i d n ' t , but I ' l l a c t u a l l y say 

t h a t I understand, you know, t h a t we have t o 

have even c l e a r a n c e s f o r employees. There has 

t o be l o d g i n g f o r those t h a t come out of s t a t e . 



I understand the dynamic of t h a t . 

I guess r e a l l y what my concern i s i s 

are you s a y i n g to me t h a t the a r c h i t e c t who 

r e a l l y was i n v o l v e d i n t h i s p r o j e c t was g i v e n 

the a b i l i t y to ask the s c h o o l f o r the waiver or 

the s c h o o l put i t f o r t h f o r the w a i v e r ? 

MR. BOWER: I c a n ' t . I can't say 

t h a t . 

MS. HENNING: Can I speak to t h a t 

j u s t b r i e f l y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Yeah, s u r e . 

MS. HENNING: The Education Mandate 

Waiver Program was p a r t of the -- c o r r e c t me i f 

I'm wrong -- Empowerment A c t . I t e x p i r e d l a s t 

s e s s i o n , although t h e r e have been b i l l s 

i n t r o d u c e d to r e v i v e i t . 

P r i o r t o i t s e x p i r a t i o n , dozens, a 

ve r y s i g n i f i c a n t number, of s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

a c ross the s t a t e a p p l i e d f o r and r e c e i v e d 

mandate waivers t o cease p r i n t advertisement 

and move s o l e l y t o d i s t r i c t Web s i t e s and other 

p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

I t ' s my un d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t the 

Department of Edu c a t i o n takes the p o s i t i o n t h a t 

those w a i v e r s , i f g r a n t e d p r i o r to the 



e x p i r a t i o n , are never ending. This d i s t r i c t 

seems to have changed i t s c o u r s e , but there are 

a s i g n i f i c a n t number o f them out t h e r e , and we 

can e a s i l y get you t h a t l i s t . 

MR. MALONEY: A l l r i g h t . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. Thank 

you. 

Can I have the next group come up: 

Elam Herr, B r i n d a C a r r o l l , Ronald G r u t z a , 

Hannah S t a h l e , and Army Sturg e s ? Excuse me, 

B r i n d a C a r r o l l Penyak. 

Elam, are you the c o o r d i n a t o r o f t h i s 

esteemed group? 

MR. HERR: That esteemed group I'm 

the c o o r d i n a t o r , y e s . 

F i r s t o f a l l , I want to -¬

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Go ahead. Thank 

you. 

MR. HERR: My name i s Elam H e r r . I'm 

the a s s i s t a n t e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r f o r the Sta t e 

A s s o c i a t i o n o f Township S u p e r v i s o r s , and the 

f i r s t t h i n g I want to say i s I a p o l o g i z e . I 

have a cough t h a t I j u s t can't get r i d o f , so 

pl e a s e bear w i t h me w i t h my v o i c e . 

We w i l l keep t h i s -- a l l o f us here 



today, w e ' l l keep t h i s r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t i n t h a t 

we w i l l summarize our comments. 

You have b e f o r e you our w r i t t e n 

comments, and as we proceed f o r w a r d , we would 

be more than w i l l i n g to a l s o p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l 

comments i n response to House B i l l 633. 

We b e l i e v e t h a t the b i l l i s a 

reasonable a l t e r n a t i v e t o the c u r r e n t l e g a l 

a d v e r t i s i n g requirements t h a t m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

would l i k e to have, and i t ' s an o p t i o n t h a t i s 

out t h e r e . 

And some o f the q u e s t i o n s t h a t were 

asked o f the l a s t panel would be the way t h a t 

we f e e l l e g i s l a t i o n s h o u l d go. Let the 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , l e t the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s have 

the o p t i o n to look at what i s b e s t t o get the 

i n f o r m a t i o n o u t . 

The whole concept of what we are 

doing i s to get i n f o r m a t i o n out to our members, 

and today i t i s c h a n g i n g . The e l e c t r o n i c media 

t h a t i s out there i s the way t h a t the people 

are g o i n g . 

I am one o f the d i n o s a u r s . I s t i l l 

r e ad the paper, but I can t e l l you i n my 

immediate s t a f f t h a t works f o r me, they 



c l a s s i f y me as a dino s a u r because they are on 

the Web and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . 

At home, my c h i l d r e n do not look a t 

the paper or read the p a p e r . They get 

e v e r y t h i n g o f f the Web. As a matter o f f a c t , 

I ' l l g i v e you a q u i c k s t o r y from l a s t Sunday 

when I n o t i c e d t h a t my son, who i s i n c o l l e g e , 

was a c t u a l l y l o o k i n g a t the newspaper. I asked 

him what he was d o i n g . He s a i d what do you 

mean? I s a i d you're r e a d i n g the p a p e r . He 

s a i d , no, I'm wasting time w h i l e the microwave 

f i n i s h e s . He gets h i s i n f o r m a t i o n through the 

Web. That i s where e v e r y t h i n g i s going t o d a y . 

A l s o , the way the system i s today, 

t h i n g s are c h a n g i n g . The search engines t h a t 

are out there to be able to get the i n f o r m a t i o n 

i s becoming more r e l e v a n t and p r e v a l e n t . 

A l s o , m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and townships -¬

and I do have a l o t o f s m a l l townships today 

t h a t do not have Web s i t e s , so they would not 

be able to comply w i t h the b i l l , and they would 

s t i c k w i t h the s i t u a t i o n . But on the other 

s i d e o f the i s s u e , those t h a t do have Web s i t e s 

are doing what i s bein g proposed a l r e a d y i n 

t h i s b i l l . They're doing i t on t h e i r own. 



I t ' s not mandated a t t h i s time because the law, 

as w r i t t e n , d i d not look or even assume t h a t we 

would be at t h i s p o s i t i o n t h a t we are t o d a y . 

What i t i s i s the times are c h a n g i n g . 

When the law was w r i t t e n , a g a i n , we j u s t had 

newspapers, and i f you t h i n k about i t , i f you 

go back a couple hundred years ago, we d i d n ' t 

have newspapers. We had town c r i e r s . 

And t h i n g s change, and t h a t ' s what 

we're l o o k i n g f o r i s to t r y to keep up the 

change w i t h o u t h i n d e r i n g the p u b l i c ' s r i g h t to 

get the i n f o r m a t i o n i n a reasonable t i m e . 

W i l l t h ere be problems out t h e r e ? 

Yes, w e ' l l always see problems out t h e r e . We 

have problems today w i t h the media. I f we get 

the i n f o r m a t i o n t o the media a t the a p p r o p r i a t e 

time but i t doesn't get put i n t o the paper when 

i t ' s supposed t o , t h e r e ' s a problem, and we 

have to go b a c k . 

We're not a s k i n g f o r the a d v e r t i s i n g 

and b i d d i n g requirements to be changed. What 

we're s a y i n g i s j u s t a l l o w us to use those same 

requirements w i t h the new type o f media t h a t we 

have t o d a y . 

A couple t h i n g s t h a t were mentioned 



by the l a s t panel and j u s t t o b r i n g i t t o the 

f o r e f r o n t , t here i s a c o s t f a c t o r , y e s . I n 

some cases the c o s t f a c t o r may not be t h a t much 

d i f f e r e n t to a p a r t i c u l a r m u n i c i p a l i t y , but 

the r e was a study done by a group not 

a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the m u n i c i p a l i t y a s s o c i a t i o n s 

or t h e i r members t h a t s a i d there i s about $26 

m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y . W e l l , t h a t may not be too 

h i g h a f i g u r e when you look a t the e n t i r e 

budgets o f m u n i c i p a l and sc h o o l d i s t r i c t s , but 

i t i s s t i l l a h i g h number, and i f the 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s can s t i l l get the i n f o r m a t i o n 

out w i t h s a v i n g t h a t type o f money, i t i s a 

b e n e f i t . 

Before I t u r n i t over to B r i n d a , 

who's s i t t i n g next to me, j u s t a couple 

comments t h a t I want to make t h a t I thought i n 

some of the response t h a t the p r e v i o u s p a n e l 

made went a l i t t l e b i t too f a r , because 

they -- one statement was t h a t the l o c a l 

governments and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s s h o u l d be 

embarrassed t o be a s k i n g f o r t h i s . 

W e l l , on many other hand, should the 

news media or p r i n t media be embarrassed to ask 

f o r the s t a t e to have m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and sc h o o l 



d i s t r i c t s s u b s i d i z e them? Yes, there w i l l be 

people t h a t w i l l l o s e j o b s , and I don't want 

anybody to l o s e a j o b , but i f people l o s e a j o b 

i n one area, w i l l another area p i c k up i n the 

media, e l e c t r o n i c media, s i d e o f i t ? 

The other s i d e o f i t i s a l s o maybe i n 

time, as t h i s p r o g r e s s e s , you would have more 

o f a c e n t r a l i z e d type o f a Web s i t e to go t o . 

They a l r e a d y mentioned the one Web s i t e t h a t ' s 

p r e s e n t l y out t h e r e . 

But look a t i t t o d a y . The 

P e n n s y l v a n i a B u l l e t i n f o r the s t a t e i s the 

s i n g l e one source t h a t i s used, and t h a t ' s 

o n l i n e t o d a y . You s t i l l can get p r i n t e d 

c o p i e s , but you got t o request them, otherwise 

i t ' s o n l i n e , and i f you want to f i n d out 

any t h i n g the s t a t e ' s doing, you have to go 

t h e r e . 

And, ag a i n , the one statement t h a t 

was made about people are t r a i n e d and know 

where to go, yes, I would say, a g a i n , the 

dino s a u r t h a t ' s s i t t i n g here, I'm t r a i n e d t o 

know where to go or where not to go i f I don't 

want t o , but, ag a i n , the new g e n e r a t i o n t h a t ' s 

out there today knows where to go on the Web 



s i t e s , and they ' r e the ones t h a t are going to 

be t a k i n g over f o r the r e s t o f us down the 

r o a d . That i s where we got to be s t a r t i n g to 

look f o r i s where the next g e n e r a t i o n i s going 

to be i n order t o get the i n f o r m a t i o n out and 

a l s o to be able t o r e c e i v e t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

And then j u s t f i n a l l y b e fore I g i v e 

up, j u s t to again reemphasize the one i s s u e , we 

are not a s k i n g t o change the a d v e r t i s i n g and 

b i d d i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . This l e g i s l a t i o n and the 

other l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t i s r e f e r e n c e d between 

here and i n the Senate does not change those 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . We s t i l l have to meet them. 

So, a g a i n , a statement t h a t was made 

t h a t , you know, c o n t a c t us, go o n l i n e a t 2 

o' c l o c k , get the b i d , and then take i t o f f , 

t h a t won't happen, and i f i t does happen, i t ' s 

i l l e g a l . 

So w i t h t h a t , Mr. Chairman, when 

we're done, I ' l l open m y s e l f to q u e s t i o n s , but 

I ' l l t u r n i t over to B r i n d a . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: B r i n d a ? 

MS. PENYAK: Thank you. I'm B r i n d a 

C a r r o l l Penyak. I'm the deputy d i r e c t o r o f the 

County Commissioners A s s o c i a t i o n . I a p p r e c i a t e 



the o p p o r t u n i t y t o be here as w e l l . 

I t h i n k t h a t the b i g c h a l l e n g e w i l l 

be to not repeat a n y t h i n g t h a t has a l r e a d y been 

s a i d or you've a l r e a d y seen i n the w r i t t e n 

t e s t i m o n y . So h o p e f u l l y I won't do t h a t . 

I t h i n k one o f the t h i n g s t h a t ' s 

important f o r us to mention on b e h a l f o f 

c o u n t i e s , we've sought t h i s o p t i o n f o r 

e l e c t r o n i c l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g f o r more than one 

r e a s o n . Our c o s t s o f placement o f l e g a l ads 

continue to i n c r e a s e , and, second, we t h i n k 

e l e c t r o n i c a d v e r t i s i n g can a l r e a d y reach a 

wider a u d i e n c e , and over the coming y e a r s , more 

and more f o l k s w i l l l o o k to e l e c t r o n i c means to 

get t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

I a l s o have to say t h a t many c o u n t i e s 

are a l r e a d y u s i n g v e r y r o b u s t Web s i t e s to do a 

v a r i e t y o f t h i n g s . They're prepared f o r t h i s 

type o f a d d i t i o n a l a c t i v i t y . The expense i s 

a l r e a d y t h e r e . I t ' s a l r e a d y p a r t o f t h e i r 

b u d g e t s . There are v e r y good reasons why 

they' r e u s i n g e l e c t r o n i c means t o get 

i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n c i e s , and the 

a p p r e c i a t i o n t h a t we hear from our 

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s i n b e i n g able to f i n d t h i n g s 



o n l i n e I t h i n k has to be taken i n t o account as 

w e l l . 

You're never g o i n g to p l e a s e 

everybody. You're never going t o cover every 

s i n g l e s i t u a t i o n , but as Elam s t r e s s e d , i t i s 

an o p t i o n , and c o u n t i e s , m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h a t 

a r e n ' t able to do t h i s or don't have the d e s i r e 

t o put the e f f o r t and the expense i n t o i t would 

not have to do i t . They would have to continue 

t o comply i n the way t h a t they have been up 

u n t i l now. 

There are t h i n g s t h a t c o u n t i e s do 

t h a t a c t u a l l y make i n f o r m a t i o n -- the a b i l i t y 

t o o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n e a s i e r . A l o t o f the Web 

s i t e s t h a t c o u n t i e s host are s e a r c h a b l e . A l o t 

o f them use the RSS feeds where you can 

s u b s c r i b e to get i n f o r m a t i o n on any page t h a t ' s 

been changed. So t h a t would come to you 

a u t o m a t i c a l l y . 

I know t h a t CCAP as an o r g a n i z a t i o n 

has been i n v o l v e d i n the development o f Web 

s i t e s f o r a l o t o f c o u n t i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

and we do use and encourage them to use the 

be s t o f t e c h n o l o g i e s and, i f they're going to 

do these t h i n g s , to put the r i g h t resources 



i n t o i t doing i t and to m a i n t a i n i n g i t . 

We do have to p u b l i s h n o t i c e s f o r a 

v a r i e t y of r e a s o n s , and they can sometimes 

r e q u i r e , g i v e n the media ma r k e t , t h a t we 

a d v e r t i s e i n more than one p a p e r . 

I t may seem l i k e a s m a l l amount of 

money depending on what the f i g u r e s do 

u l t i m a t e l y p r e s e n t , but g i v e n the l a s t nine 

years o f s t r a i n t h a t c o u n t i e s have e x p e r i e n c e d , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n the areas of mandates t h a t we are 

r e q u i r e d to c a r r y out on b e h a l f of the s t a t e , 

c o u n t i e s have to look f o r every dime t h a t we 

can to f i n d a way to be good stewards on b e h a l f 

o f t a x p a y e r s , and we w i l l c o ntinue t o do t h a t , 

whether i t ' s i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r area or i n 

other a r e a s . I f t h e r e ' s something t h a t we can 

do l e s s e x p e n s i v e , we b e l i e v e t h a t our 

c o n s t i t u e n t s would expect us to do t h a t as 

w e l l . 

We a l s o r e j e c t the n o t i o n t h a t we've 

seen i n some of the e d i t o r i a l s t h a t our motive 

i s l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would a l l o w us to hide 

b u s i n e s s from the p u b l i c . Our motive i s 

a c t u a l l y the exact o p p o s i t e . We want to 

improve p u b l i c a c c e s s . We want to make sure 



t h a t we're again meeting those demands w i t h an 

eye to the bottom l i n e i f we can do t h a t i n a 

l e s s expensive way. 

I'm going t o wrap i t up h e r e . A g a i n , 

I'm t r y i n g very hard not to repeat what you've 

heard b e f o r e . 

While we do b e l i e v e t h a t c o s t i s the 

genuine i s s u e , we t h i n k t h a t t h a t i s made even 

more onerous because we are c a p t i v e s t o the 

s t a t e , and we spend m i l l i o n s each year t o 

a d v e r t i s e the m e e t i n g s , c o n t r a c t b i d 

a v a i l a b i l i t y , s h e r i f f s a l e s , a l l manner o f 

l e g a l n o t i c e s . Our member surveys and 

ane c d o t a l i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t we hear from members 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t these c o s t s have been s t e a d i l y 

i n c r e a s i n g and t h a t they are burdensome f o r 

county budgets. 

I would j u s t l i k e to c l o s e and pass 

alone the microphone by sa y i n g t h a t p r o v i d i n g 

c o u n t i e s and other l o c a l government u n i t s the 

o p t i o n t o choose e l e c t r o n i c p u b l i s h i n g o f l e g a l 

n o t i c e s has a p o t e n t i a l to save s u b s t a n t i a l 

taxpayer d o l l a r s , cut the c o s t o f p u r c h a s i n g 

a d v e r t i s i n g , improve the d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f 

n o t i c e s , and we ask the committee f o r t h e i r 



support. 

I , l i k e E lam, w i l l be happy to answer 

your q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you, 

B r i n d a . 

We have Ronald G r u t z a . W i l l you 

pl e a s e take the stand? 

MR. GRUTZA: Thank you, Chairman 

C r e i g h t o n and Chairman Freeman, members o f the 

House L o c a l Government Committee. 

My name i s Ron G r u t z a . I'm a s s i s t a n t 

d i r e c t o r o f government a f f a i r s a t the Boroughs 

A s s o c i a t i o n , and our a s s o c i a t i o n has been 

around now f o r 100 y e a r s , and we've been 

s e r v i n g j u s t over 900 boroughs across the 

commonwealth and many e l e c t e d and appointed 

o f f i c i a l s who we're very proud t o r e p r e s e n t . 

Very happy today to be here t o t a l k a 

l i t t l e b i t about House B i l l 633, which we've 

heard a l i t t l e b i t about here today a l r e a d y , so 

I won't repeat any of the s p e c i f i c s t h e r e , but 

I j u s t want to touch on our l e g i s l a t i v e agenda 

at the Boroughs A s s o c i a t i o n , and t h i s b i l l i s 

p a r t of t h a t l e g i s l a t i v e agenda, and what we're 

f o c u s i n g on p a r t of t h a t agenda i s mandate 



r e l i e f . 

In t h i s economy of t i g h t budgets and 

d e c l i n i n g revenues, we are l o o k i n g f o r any c o s t 

savings t h a t we can f i n d f o r our members, and 

our members have spoken, and we do have a 

p o l i c y r e s o l u t i o n s u p p o r t i n g the type of b i l l 

t h a t Chairman C r e i g h t o n has i n House B i l l 633. 

So the c o s t savings would be r e a l . 

As Elam had mentioned, there was a 

few years ago an e s t i m a t e d value p l a c e d on what 

l e g a l n o t i c e s c o s t our members, and I t h i n k i n 

today's d o l l a r s i t would be about $29 m i l l i o n . 

So these would be -- t h i s would be s i g n i f i c a n t 

s a v i n g s . 

Now, of course, there would be c o s t s 

to run the s i t e s . A l o t of our members are 

a l r e a d y doing t h a t . More than, oh, 60-some 

perc e n t of our members have I n t e r n e t Web s i t e s . 

So i t ' s going to be a case-by-case b a s i s . 

We're j u s t l o o k i n g f o r an o p t i o n , a 

way to save money, and s t i l l reach the people 

where they're a t , and t h a t ' s on the I n t e r n e t . 

And, you know, i t ' s very i r o n i c t o 

hear our f r i e n d s i n the p r i n t media minimize 

any type of c o s t s a v i n g s . They are the f i r s t 



ones to h o l d our f e e t to the f i r e i f t h e r e ' s 

any wasting of taxpayer d o l l a r s , so I j u s t f i n d 

t h a t very i r o n i c . 

But the c u r r e n t scheme, the c u r r e n t 

mandate scheme, i s -- i t ' s j u s t v e r y o u t d a t e d . 

Regardless of what you heard i n the f i r s t 

p a n e l , I t h i n k everyone knows t h a t the p r i n t 

media i s adapting and t h i n g s are changing very 

r a p i d l y , and don't be f o o l e d by the s t a t i s t i c s 

on the I n t e r n e t . 

I f you look p o p u l a t i o n w i d e , 

two -- I ' l l g i v e you two s t a t i s t i c s . I t ' s i n 

my w r i t t e n comments th e r e -- H a r r i s 

I n t e r a c t i v e , they've been t r a c k i n g t h i s 

I n t e r n e t usage s i n c e the b e g i n n i n g back i n the 

'90s. They pegged i t i n 2009 at 80 p ercent of 

Americans have access to the I n t e r n e t . 

Another o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t p u b l i s h e s a 

y e a r l y s t a t e - o f - t h e - I n t e r n e t , i f you w i l l , 

r e p o r t i s the U n i v e r s i t y of Southern 

C a l i f o r n i a , Annenberg School of Communications. 

T h e i r l a t e s t survey has i t a t 82 p e r c e n t . 

So t h i s u n i v e r s e of I n t e r n e t u s e r s , 

as we a l l know, i s expanding. I t ' s not o n l y 

the I n t e r n e t access, but a l s o the type of 



technology t h a t we're u s i n g to get t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n , not o n l y j u s t one computer. We 

might have two computers i n a h o u s e h o l d . We 

might have PDAs and w i r e l e s s I n t e r n e t 

connections now. You're seeing an e x p l o s i o n of 

t h a t . 

So r e a l l y the way t h a t t h i s paradigm 

s h i f t i s , i t i s i n c r e d i b l e . So we d e f i n i t e l y 

need to have t h i s a b i l i t y to reach more people 

and be more open at the same time and be c o s t 

e f f e c t i v e . We r e a l l y need t o look a t t h i s 

mandate t h a t we have. 

And i t ' s r e a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g to p o i n t 

out t h a t -- you know, I looked a t AARP's Web 

s i t e , and l e s t anybody t h i n k t h a t t h e i r 

membership does not use the I n t e r n e t . They 

even have an app. So t h a t ' s very t e l l i n g r i g h t 

t h e r e . 

But I j u s t wanted to r e i t e r a t e t h a t 

we need to b u i l d on what the General Assembly 

has a l r e a d y p a s s e d . I mean, you are p a s s i n g 

b i l l s t h a t r e a l l y b r i n g the -- t h a t b r i n g the 

laws and the way t h a t we do busi n e s s i n t o the 

21st c e n t u r y . 

You are -- Act -- l e t ' s go back to 



2006, A c t 49 and Act 88. The one gave the 

second-class township code the a b i l i t y to 

dispos e of p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y o n l i n e u s i n g 

I n t e r n e t a u c t i o n s , and h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l have 

t h a t soon i n the r e s t of the codes as w e l l . 

And Act 88 a l l o w e d f o r r e v e r s e a u c t i o n s w i t h 

c o n t r a c t s . So these types of t h i n g s are 

forward t h i n k i n g . 

A l s o , next week you're going t o be 

c o n s i d e r i n g a b i l l by the l o c a l government 

commission which would a l l o w them to p u b l i s h 

the l o c a l government codes which they're 

c u r r e n t l y r e q u i r e d to p r i n t . You're going to 

a l l o w them at a c o s t savings to post i t on an 

I n t e r n e t Web s i t e . That's very forward 

t h i n k i n g , and we support t h a t change to r e a l i z e 

where the people are g e t t i n g t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n , 

and t h a t ' s on the I n t e r n e t . 

Adding to t h a t , what the L e g i s l a t i v e 

Reference Bureau d i d e a r l i e r t h i s year through 

the j o i n t committee on documents, they changed 

some r e g u l a t i o n s . As Elam had mentioned, the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a B u l l e t i n and the P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Code, the way t h a t the law was c r a f t e d t h e r e 

was t h a t the LRB was to p r o v i d e the widest 



p o s s i b l e d i s s e m i n a t i o n of those two documents, 

and f o r years the way t h a t they achieved t h a t 

g o a l was through a p r i n t e d copy of the b u l l e t i n 

and the code, and they sent i t out too many, 

many governmental e n t i t i e s . 

W e l l , w i t h t h a t change i n r e g u l a t i o n , 

t h a t has s t o p p e d . They no l o n g e r p r o v i d e t h a t 

f r e e copy, or at l e a s t they have the d i s c r e t i o n 

t o , and they are -- the way t h a t they changed 

i t j u s t a l l o w e d them to p r o v i d e e l e c t r o n i c 

copy, which they were a l r e a d y doing s i n c e 1996, 

on the I n t e r n e t , and t h e i r -- I b e l i e v e t h a t 

t h e i r v i s i t s , they get about 500,000 h i t s per 

month on those Web s i t e s . So t h a t ' s p r e t t y 

s i g n i f i c a n t t r a f f i c . 

So j u s t to c l o s e up before I t u r n i t 

over to Amy, you know, we've seen a l o t of 

beans s p i l l e d on t h i s i s s u e over the p a s t 

s e v e r a l weeks from our f r i e n d s on the e d i t o r i a l 

boards, and, you know, the y ' r e -- they have a 

v e s t e d i n t e r e s t i n t h i s , and l e s t nobody k i d 

themselves about t h a t . 

And what we need -- what we're a s k i n g 

you, what our members are a s k i n g you, i s t h a t 

p r o f i l e s i n courage. We're going to ask you to 



vote t h i s b i l l w i t h some suggested amendments, 

which we p r o v i d e d some w r i t t e n comments, and we 

b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s w i l l not s a c r i f i c e 

t r a n s p a r e n c y . 

We are i n f a v o r of having l e g a l 

n o t i c e s to p r o v i d e to our c i t i z e n s an open 

government or -- an informed c i t i z e n r y i s 

important to our democracy, but we b e l i e v e t h a t 

the c i t i z e n s are on the I n t e r n e t . We b e l i e v e 

t h a t p o s t i n g these l e g a l n o t i c e s on our Web 

s i t e s , i f we a l r e a d y have i t , i s going t o save 

money. 

So we'd ask you to support House B i l l 

633, and a f t e r w a r d s I ' l l be a v a i l a b l e f o r any 

q u e s t i o n s I might be able to answer. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you . 

Amy S t u r g e s , p l e a s e . 

MS. STURGES: Thank you. Good 

a f t e r n o o n . I'm Amy S t u r g e s . I'm the d i r e c t o r 

of governmental a f f a i r s f o r the S t a t e 

A s s o c i a t i o n of Township Commissioners and a l s o 

the League of C i t i e s and M u n i c i p a l i t i e s , and 

t o g e t h e r those two o r g a n i z a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t over 

150 urban communities across the Commonwealth, 

and I am here on b e h a l f of both o r g a n i z a t i o n s 



s u p p o r t i n g House B i l l 633 and the a u t h o r i z a t i o n 

f o r l o c a l government to use the I n t e r n e t as 

t h e i r p r imary medium f o r a d v e r t i s i n g n o t i c e s . 

Both PLCM and PSATC are open 

advocates -- are advocates of open and 

t r a n s p a r e n t government. They're a l s o -¬

they ' r e equal advocates f o r the use of 

i n n o v a t i o n and f l e x i b i l i t y i n l o c a l government 

o p e r a t i o n s when i t makes sense and when i t can 

save taxpayer d o l l a r s . 

As the c o s t of doing b u s i n e s s 

c o n t i n u e s to r i s e , l o c a l governments are 

c o n t i n u a l l y l o o k i n g f o r ways to save taxpayers 

money, and t h i s i s j u s t one of a number of 

mandates t h a t we are l o o k i n g t o change w i t h i n 

s t a t e government, w i t h i n our l o c a l laws 

o b v i o u s l y . 

We're a l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n i n c r e a s i n g 

the t h r e s h o l d f o r a d v e r t i s i n g b i d s and 

ref o r m i n g the c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g laws and 

the m u n i c i p a l i t y pension laws and i n c r e a s i n g 

p r e v a i l i n g wage as w e l l . So t h i s i s j u s t one 

of a number of d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s we are working 

to a c h i e v e . 

Decades ago when the General Assembly 



gave newspapers the a b i l i t y to p r i n t our p u b l i c 

n o t i c e s , t h a t was the on l y t h i n g a v a i l a b l e f o r 

p r i n t i n g n o t i c e s t h a t would p r o v i d e a wide 

access t o the p u b l i c . And today the I n t e r n e t 

i s upon us, and t h a t i s something t h a t p r o v i d e s 

the a b i l i t y f o r p u b l i c n o t i c e s to be 

a d v e r t i s e d . I t ' s v i a b l e , and i t i s at a much 

lower c o s t t o l o c a l governments. 

Any movement by l o c a l government to 

po s t n o t i c e s o n l i n e s h o u l d be a t -- should be a 

l o c a l d e c i s i o n . The governing bodies need to 

decide i f i t makes sense f o r t h e i r communities, 

i f t h e i r computer c a p a c i t y , t h e i r I n t e r n e t Web 

s i t e c a p a c i t y , can handle i t , or i f t h e y ' r e 

w i l l i n g to make the changes necessary to do s o . 

And i t would a l s o be very important 

f o r l o c a l government to be sure t h a t they are 

p a s s i n g an ordinance t o make sure t h a t t h e i r 

p u b l i c i s aware of what they are d e c i d i n g t o 

do, and t h a t g i v e s the p u b l i c the o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o comment and l e t the governing bodies know i f 

they f e e l t h i s i s a good i d e a f o r t h e i r 

community. 

The l o c a l government e n t i t i e s should 

a l s o be f o l l o w i n g a c e r t a i n standard procedure 



i f they do choose to put t h e i r p u b l i c n o t i c e s 

o n l i n e . 

The House B i l l 633 and both o f the 

Senate b i l l s do have c e r t a i n procedures t h a t 

a l l l o c a l governments must f o l l o w , and we t h i n k 

t h a t t h i s i s something t h a t ' s v e r y important 

and t h a t should be p a r t o f the l e g i s l a t i o n , and 

whether those standards are put i n p l a c e 

through l e g i s l a t i o n or through p o l i c y and 

procedures t h a t are developed by an agency, 

they should be f o l l o w e d , and i t would be very 

important f o r l o c a l government t o have those, 

and i t would a l s o be very important f o r the 

p u b l i c t o be aware o f what they are and know 

t h a t they're being f o l l o w e d by the l o c a l 

governments. 

I t ' s our c o n t e n t i o n , PLCM and PSATC's 

t h a t the l o c a l government i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

proper p u b l i c n o t i c e to the c i t i z e n s and the 

b u s i n e s s owners o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

m u n i c i p a l i t y . Anyone o u t s i d e o f t h a t 

m u n i c i p a l i t y c e r t a i n l y has the a b i l i t y t o know 

what's going on, but the proper p u b l i c n o t i c e 

i s f o r the c i t i z e n s and the business owners. 

So anyone o u t s i d e o f a m u n i c i p a l i t y 



t h a t ' s i n t e r e s t e d i n knowing what's happening 

would have the a b i l i t y t o go o n l i n e and f i n d 

out what p u b l i c n o t i c e s have been p o s t e d . 

There's a l s o the a b i l i t y , as I b e l i e v e one of 

my c o l l e a g u e s s a i d , t o have n o t i c e by e-mail 

when a change i n a p o s t i n g -- change i n p o s t i n g 

o c c u r s . So t h a t would be a way to keep the 

p u b l i c o u t s i d e o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r m u n i c i p a l i t y 

aware o f what's happening and what n o t i c e s are 

being p o s t e d . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , I would j u s t l i k e to 

say t h a t a l l e n t i t i e s change w i t h time, and 

t h a t i n c l u d e s the newspapers, and i t i n c l u d e s 

government. P r i n t media turned to the Web when 

r e a d e r s h i p decreased, and l o c a l government i s 

a s k i n g f o r the a u t h o r i z a t i o n t o use the Web f o r 

ease o f access, p r e v a l e n c e i n our s o c i e t y , and 

c o s t e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 

We're c o n f i d e n t t h a t l o c a l government 

can continue to be open and can be -- t h a t 

openness i n government can be main t a i n e d 

through i n t e g r a t i o n o f p u b l i c n o t i c e s o n l i n e . 

The key i s an a u t h o r i z a t i o n , not a 

mandate, a s e t o f c l e a r p o l i c i e s and 

p r o c e d u r e s . 



Thank you very much f o r a l l o w i n g me 

to t e s t i f y t o d a y . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you, Amy. 

We have Hannah S t a h l e from the School 

Boards A s s o c i a t i o n . 

MS. STAHLE: Thank you. My name i s 

Hannah S t a h l e , and I'm here today to r e p r e s e n t 

the P e n n s y l v a n i a School Boards A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Thank you very much f o r a l l o w i n g me 

to t e s t i f y today and express PSBA's support f o r 

l e g i s l a t i o n such as House B i l l 633 t o g i v e 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s a broader range o f o p t i o n s f o r 

p u b l i s h i n g t h e i r l e g a l a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 

L i k e the p a n e l i s t s here today w i t h 

me, PSBA c e r t a i n l y r e c o g n i z e s and understands 

the importance o f a d v e r t i s i n g items such as the 

time and l o c a t i o n o f s c h o o l board meetings, 

p u b l i c h e a r i n g s , p u b l i s h i n g r e s o l u t i o n s , and 

b i d d i n g and p u r c h a s i n g r e q u e s t s . We understand 

the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h a t , and the -- i t serves 

an e s s e n t i a l purpose o f keeping the p u b l i c 

informed as t o s c h o o l d i s t r i c t p r o c eedings, how 

t a x d o l l a r s are being spent, and we c e r t a i n l y 

don't want to d i m i n i s h t h a t i n any way. 

However, as you have heard, the 



mandate t h a t l o c a l government's r e q u i r e d to 

p u b l i s h these n o t i c e s i n newspapers i s c o s t l y , 

e s p e c i a l l y f o r s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s i n these 

d i f f i c u l t f i n a n c i a l t i m e s . As you know, sc h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s across the s t a t e are f a c i n g 

c h a l l e n g e s t h i s year due to s i g n i f i c a n t 

r e d u c t i o n s i n funding f o r K to 12 e d u c a t i o n . 

T h i s i n c l u d e s the complete z e r o i n g of the l i n e 

i t e m f o r c h a r t e r s c h o o l reimbursement, 

r e d u c t i o n i n the amount of money f o r 

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y Block Grant, a l s o l e v e l f u n d i n g 

f o r s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n f o r the t h i r d year i n a 

row. 

We a l s o have i n c r e a s i n g employee 

h e a l t h and pension c o s t s . We have a p o t e n t i a l 

t u i t i o n voucher program on the h o r i z o n . 

There's the p o t e n t i a l e l i m i n a t i o n of the A c t 1 

exc e p t i o n s and a l s o a p r e d i c t e d lower A c t 1 

index f o r next y e a r . 

So our sc h o o l d i s t r i c t s , many of 

them, are f a c i n g s i g n i f i c a n t budget d e f i c i t s 

r i g h t now, some of them m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s , 

and they're r e a l l y b e i n g f o r c e d to cut 

programs, e d u c a t i o n a l programs, and s t a f f i n g to 

make sure t h a t they have enough money i n t h e i r 



budgets to cover the mandates t h a t t h e y ' r e 

r e q u i r e d to c o v e r . 

And f o r these d i s t r i c t s and a l l of 

our d i s t r i c t s every d o l l a r counts, and every 

d o l l a r t h a t ' s spent on a l e g a l mandate to 

p r o v i d e t h e i r a d v e r t i s i n g i n the newspapers i s 

a d o l l a r t h a t can't be spent i n the classroom 

and t h a t can't be used t o save a program t h a t 

would otherwise be c u t . 

In some of the testimony t h a t you 

heard b e f o r e , you know, some s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

are spending a thousand d o l l a r s , $4,000 a year 

on l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g . That sounds l i k e an 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t amount of money, but i n r e a l i t y 

t h a t c o u l d be enough money t o save an 

a f t e r - s c h o o l t u t o r i n g program or something of 

t h a t nature t h a t won't e x i s t next year w i t h the 

c u r r e n t s t a t e of the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t b u d g e t s . 

There was a study done a few years 

ago, a survey, by Penn S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . Over 

281 s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s responded t o the survey, 

and they found t h a t over three years they would 

save -- each d i s t r i c t spent over $22,000 on 

l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g c o s t s , which again sounds 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t , but r e a l l y to the s c h o o l 



d i s t r i c t s i t i s n ' t , and we can't r e a l l y 

minimize t h a t c o s t . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y -- and the l a s t panel 

mentioned -- some of the mandate waivers t h a t 

have been used under the Department of 

Education's Mandate Waiver Program, which had 

s i n c e e x p i r e d , but i f you j u s t look i n 2009, 

f o r example, there were s e v e r a l d i s t r i c t s t h a t 

a p p l i e d f o r and were granted waivers from the 

Department of Education to p u b l i s h t h e i r 

n o t i c e s on t h e i r Web s i t e s or i n community 

papers as opposed t o the newspapers, and a 

combined t o t a l of savings f o r these s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s would be about $60,000, which i s a 

l o t of money. 

J u s t a few other p o i n t s . We 

c e r t a i n l y are i n support of House B i l l 633. 

Again , j u s t t o r e i t e r a t e , we l i k e the 

f l e x i b i l i t y . 

Some of our s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

c e r t a i n l y may decide t h a t newspapers i s the 

b e s t way to p r o v i d e t h e i r l e g a l a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , 

and t h a t ' s f i n e . However, some of them t h a t 

have more robust Web s i t e s t h a t are p u b l i s h i n g 

on these Web s i t e s a l r e a d y , p u b l i s h i n g n o t i c e 



of t h e i r meetings and t h e i r budgets and t h a t , 

t h i s might be a b e t t e r o p t i o n f o r them. We 

j u s t want them to have the o p t i o n s to do t h a t . 

We're a l s o s u p p o r t i v e of l e g i s l a t i o n 

t h a t g i v e s s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s the a b i l i t y to 

choose from an even more broad menu of o p t i o n s 

t o f u l f i l l these requirements such as a l l o w i n g 

them the o p t i o n t o a d v e r t i s e i n newspapers 

p r i n t e d i n or c i r c u l a t i n g i n the s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t , community papers, or even p o s t i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n on the c e n t r a l Web s i t e t h a t s o r t 

of c o l l e c t s a l l of the i n f o r m a t i o n f o r a l l 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s c e r t a i n l y i n a d d i t i o n t o the 

o p t i o n s of government or s c h o o l d i s t r i c t Web 

s i t e s and newspapers. 

This would r e a l l y g i ve our s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s the broadest f l e x i b i l i t y t o determine 

what i s the most e f f e c t i v e and l e a s t expensive 

mechanism f o r p r o v i d i n g the r e q u i r e d l e g a l 

a d v e r t i s i n g i n t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l community. 

In c o n c l u s i o n , j u s t -- w i t h a l l the 

economic c h a l l e n g e s t h a t our s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

are f a c i n g r i g h t now, r e l i e v i n g them of t h i s 

mandate to p u b l i s h t h e i r a d v e r t i s i n g s o l e l y i n 

newspapers and g r a n t i n g them g r e a t e r o p t i o n s 



would save v a l u a b l e d o l l a r s t h a t c o u l d be used 

i n the classroom where i t ' s most needed r i g h t 

now and c o u l d p o t e n t i a l l y save some of the 

programs t h a t are on the chopping b l o c k r i g h t 

now. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , a l l o w i n g p u b l i c a t i o n of 

these n o t i c e s on our Web s i t e would a l l o w our 

d i s t r i c t s to reach and i n v o l v e f a r more 

i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e i r community than j u s t those 

who s u b s c r i b e to or purchase a c e r t a i n 

newspaper. 

F i n a l l y , the bottom l i n e i s t h i s 

would save our d i s t r i c t s money. I t ' s a 

f l e x i b l e approach. Not everybody's going t o do 

i t , but we j u s t want to give our sc h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s o p t i o n s i n t h i s time t o save the 

money i f i t ' s the r i g h t f i t f o r the d i s t r i c t 

and t h e i r community. 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you to 

each of the p r e s e n t e r s . 

I'd l i k e to t u r n i t over t o 

q u e s t i o n s . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H i c k e r n e l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE HICKERNELL: Thank 



you, Mr. Chairman. 

I t h i n k I ' l l d i r e c t t h i s q u e s t i o n to 

Ron and Elam. We heard from one of the 

p r e v i o u s speakers on the p r i o r panel t h a t i n 

h i s area the average m u n i c i p a l i t y p a i d about 

$2800 a year to a d v e r t i s e p u b l i c n o t i c e s i n h i s 

p a p e r . 

I took an o p p o r t u n i t y a couple weeks 

ago to send an e-mail to a l l the borough and 

township managers i n the d i s t r i c t I r e p r e s e n t . 

I r e p r e s e n t t e n m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . Seven of the 

t e n responded to my q u e s t i o n . My q u e s t i o n was 

how much d i d you spend i n 2010 on l e g a l 

a d v e r t i s i n g i n your m u n i c i p a l i t y ? The h i g h 

number t h a t I got back was 12,500. The low 

number was 5,000. The average came out to be 

9300. 

I guess my q u e s t i o n to Elam and Ron 

would be, you know, what i s the average c o s t 

per m u n i c i p a l i t y ? And I'm a s k i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y 

borough and township because I o n l y have 

boroughs and townships t h a t I r e p r e s e n t . 

I'm t r y i n g to f i g u r e out, you know, 

whether my m u n i c i p a l i t i e s are h i g h or whether 

t h a t $2800 f i g u r e i s low when you look across 



the s t a t e . Thanks. 

MR. HERR: I ' l l s t a r t and l e t Ron 

jump i n t h e n . 

I don't know i f we can r e a l l y come up 

w i t h an average across the s t a t e . As the one 

gentleman i n the p r e v i o u s panel s a i d , he had to 

look a t the circumstances of the area and what 

i s being proposed. 

We d i d a s i m i l a r type of survey a 

couple years ago when we were l o o k i n g a t the 

predecessors to t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , and the same 

t h i n g came back i n . We had some m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

t h a t had s e v e r a l hundred d o l l a r s , s m a l l 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s had, j u s t b a s i c a l l y a d v e r t i s i n g 

t h e i r meeting n o t i c e s and a couple t h i n g s l i k e 

t h a t to those t h a t were, you know, tens of 

thousands of d o l l a r s depending on what was 

happening to t h a t m u n i c i p a l i t y , t h a t township, 

d u r i n g t h a t year's t i m e . 

So the numbers t h a t were g i v e n to you 

pro b a b l y are f a i r l y a c c u r a t e numbers f o r your 

d i s t r i c t and t h a t area f o r what i s t r a n s p i r i n g , 

but to go across the board and say whether i t ' s 

$2800 or $10,000 per m u n i c i p a l i t y , I t h i n k t h a t 

would be j u s t a leap of f a i t h . 



Ron? 

MR. GRUTZA: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , our 

a s s o c i a t i o n does not have a comprehensive study 

of a l l of our members on l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g 

c o s t s , but I t h i n k t h a t i n your area, l i k e Elam 

s a i d , i t ' s going to depend on a l o t of 

d i f f e r e n t f a c t o r s , p o p u l a t i o n , and what type of 

a c t i v i t i e s are going on at the l o c a l 

government, so -- and, of course, your media 

market and what those r a t e s are going to be. 

You know, i t ' s going to vary from d i f f e r e n t 

p a r t s of the s t a t e . 

So I t h i n k t h a t your very i n f o r m a l 

survey i s very t e l l i n g on what t h a t mandated 

c o s t i s to those boroughs and townships who 

b a s i c a l l y are the t a x p a y e r s . So I would j u s t 

urge you to look a t i t from t h a t p e r s p e c t i v e . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Chairman Bob 

Freeman. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. Thank you a l l f o r your testimony 

as w e l l . 

I t h i n k i t was Elam who c i t e d a study 

t h a t s a i d t h a t the c o s t of a d v e r t i s i n g ' s about 

26 m i l l i o n i s i t a n n u a l l y or 29 m i l l i o n i s 



Ron's c o n c e p t . 

MR. HERR: The study which was 

conducted a couple of years ago a c t u a l l y s a i d 

$26 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y . I t h i n k Ron j u s t took 

t h a t number and -¬

MR. GRUTZA: Indexed i t . 

MR. HERR: -- indexed i t f o r today, 

but the study was done by Penn S t a t e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Are you aware i n 

t h a t s t a t e of the breakdown as t o how much of 

i t was l e g a l n o t i c e s , how much of i t was other 

types of n o t i c e s t h a t would not n e c e s s a r i l y 

f a l l under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

MR. HERR: S i t t i n g here, I cannot 

t e l l you t h a t . I'd have to look a t the study 

per s e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Okay. And you 

don't know off h a n d , g e t t i n g to the i s s u e r a i s e d 

by Mr. T i l l , t h a t -- I t h i n k he c i t e d the 

f i g u r e t h a t The Express-Times has roug h l y 1.2 

m i l l i o n i n l e g a l n o t i c e ads, but roug h l y 950 or 

960,000 are a c t u a l l y s h e r i f f ' s s a l e s which 

a r e n ' t r e a l l y borne by the county because 

t h a t ' s a pass-through c o s t . 



MR. HERR: I'd have to t u r n t h a t over 

t o B r i n d a because t h a t ' s a county i s s u e and -¬

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: W e l l , what I was 

wondering i s of t h a t 26 m i l l i o n , how much of 

t h a t would be s h e r i f f s a l e p a s s - t h r o u g h . 

MR. HERR: Without having the study 

i n f r o n t of me, I cannot answer t h a t q u e s t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Okay. I f you can 

supply us w i t h the study, t h a t w i l l be h e l p f u l . 

MR. HERR: W e ' l l check i n t o t h a t and 

work w i t h B r i n d a to make sure you and the 

Chairman get the r e s p o n s e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Thank you very 

much. 

B r i n d a , I do want to ask you a 

q u e s t i o n t o o . In your testimony you mentioned 

t h a t the a d v e r t i s i n g has become a r i s i n g c o s t 

f o r c o u n t i e s . In r e g a r d to t h a t , i s t h a t 

r e l a t e d to the p r i c e t h a t ' s charged by 

newspapers or the f a c t t h a t c o u n t i e s are 

a d v e r t i s i n g more because of a b u s i e r county 

a c t i v i t y schedule? What's the d r i v i n g f a c t o r ? 

MS. PENYAK: Our members have 

r e p o r t e d to us t h a t the c o s t of a d v e r t i s i n g , 

the c o s t charged by newspapers, have been 



i n c r e a s i n g and i n c r e a s i n g i n some markets 

p r e t t y s u b s t a n t i a l l y . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: But does some of 

t h a t i n c r e a s e a l s o r e f l e c t the f a c t t h a t a l o t 

of c o u n t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y c o u n t i e s , say, i n the 

path of development, might be i n a p o s i t i o n to 

have to have more l e g a l n o t i c e s or p r o v i d e more 

l e g a l n o t i c e s j u s t because the y ' r e b u s i e r than 

they were f i v e , t e n years ago? 

MS. PENYAK: We haven't heard t h a t . 

Our members were r e a l l y responding t o r a t e s , 

and t h a t ' s the i n f o r m a t i o n being r e p o r t e d t o 

us, t h a t there was dramatic i n c r e a s e i n the 

r a t e s t h a t were being charged p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

c e r t a i n media m a r k e t s . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Okay. Thank y o u . 

And, Ron, I t h i n k you s t a t e d a survey 

t h a t s a i d t h a t 80 pe r c e n t or 82 percent of 

Americans cla i m e d having access to I n t e r n e t 

s e r v i c e s ? 

MR. GRUTZA: Y e s . Yeah, t h a t was the 

U n i v e r s i t y of Southern C a l i f o r n i a , Annenberg 

Scho o l of Communications. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And do you have 

any i d e a how t h a t breaks down f o r the s t a t e of 



P e n n s y l v a n i a , what percentage? 

MR. GRUTZA: I t d i d n ' t break down 

s t a t e by s t a t e , no. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Okay. And i n the 

survey, when they r e f e r r e d to having access, 

d i d t h a t mean they a c t u a l l y had a computer or 

they had ways of o b t a i n i n g access to a 

computer? 

MR. GRUTZA: I b e l i e v e t h a t i t wasn't 

n e c e s s a r i l y access but t h a t they used the 

I n t e r n e t . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Oh, okay. So -¬

MR. GRUTZA: But I can get you -¬

p r o v i d e you w i t h f u r t h e r s p e c i f i c s on t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Yeah, t h a t would 

be h e l p f u l . Thank y o u . Yeah, j u s t to break i t 

down, i f you can, as to do they, i n f a c t , have 

a computer themselves? Do they p e r i o d i c a l l y go 

to the l i b r a r y ? Do they have f r i e n d s t h a t have 

computers? How does t h a t break down as f a r as 

t h e i r access to the I n t e r n e t s e r v i c e s ? 

F i n a l l y , we've t a l k e d a l o t about 

i n f o r m a t i o n technology c o s t s . On average, of 

your membership, what percentage c u r r e n t l y use 

Web s i t e s would you say as a b a l l p a r k f i g u r e ? 



MS. PENYAK: N e a r l y a l l of o u r s . I 

t h i n k there may o n l y be one or two t h a t don't 

have f a i r l y r o b u s t Web s i t e s . 

MR. HERR: I don't have an answer f o r 

t h a t . I j u s t know t h a t more are g e t t i n g Web 

s i t e s and p u t t i n g them up. We can t r y t o get 

t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n f o r you. 

MS. STAHLE: A p p a r e n t l y a l l 500 of 

our s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s m a i n t a i n t h e i r own Web 

s i t e . So everybody has one. 

MR. GRUTZA: L a s t time I checked, our 

membership's around 65 per c e n t t h a t have and 

m a i n t a i n I n t e r n e t Web s i t e s . 

MS. STURGES: Most of our members do 

have a Web s i t e . I t s robustness I can't judge, 

but the m a j o r i t y of them do. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: And can you speak 

to the s o p h i s t i c a t i o n of those s i t e s ? One of 

the i s s u e s r a i s e d again by Mr. T i l l was the 

f a c t t h a t the newspapers have a redundancy 

system, have a backup system, which o b v i o u s l y 

would c o s t more i n terms of IT c o s t s . 

Now, I would imagine s i n c e the 

c u r r e n t Web s i t e s b e i n g used by most l o c a l 

governments are not used f o r p u b l i c n o t i c e s , 



t h a t they may not have extended the c o s t s f o r 

t h a t k i n d of backup system t h a t would p r o b a b l y 

be a s a f e , f a i l - s a f e . 

Any i d e a how many have redundancy 

systems? 

MR. HERR: W e l l , f i r s t of a l l , a l o t 

of m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h a t are doing i t are p u t t i n g 

on meeting n o t i c e s and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e because 

i t ' s an easy way to go t o . Whether they have 

the redundancy b u i l t i n at t h i s time, t h a t i s a 

q u e s t i o n we'd have to check because i t ' s not 

mandated. They are doing t h a t above and 

beyond. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: R i g h t , I 

un d e r s t a n d . 

MR. HERR: So f o r me t o s i t here and 

say t h a t they have b u i l t t h i s i n -- they may 

have b u i l t a redundancy i n because of other 

needs -- I won't say requirements -- needs t h a t 

they want to f i n d out what i s happening, what's 

going o n . 

We do have some townships, 

although -- you know, ag a i n , our membership 

goes from very s m a l l to very l a r g e 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s or townships, but we have some 



Web s i t e s t h a t w i l l compete w i t h any t h a t have 

the i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e r e . I t ' s updated on a 

fre q u e n t b a s i s . 

And the other t h i n g to keep i n mind 

when you get a p r i n t media, you get t h a t d a i l y 

i f you're on d a i l y s u b s c r i p t i o n . You go onto 

the Web, you can get t h a t 24 hours a day 

whenever you f e e l l i k e being on i t . 

And again I ' l l p i c k on my son, who's 

a c o l l e g e s t u d e n t . He's on at times when the 

r e s t -- a l o t of us i n t h i s room are s l e e p i n g , 

but he's g e t t i n g h i s i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t way, and 

I would say he and a l o t of others are g e t t i n g 

t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n by the Web because i t i s a 

24-hour, easy a c c e s s i b l e type of media to get 

the i n f o r m a t i o n . I t ' s j u s t how we are 

p r o g r e s s i n g . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: In l i n e w i t h t h a t , 

g i v e n the f a c t t h a t t h e r e i s s t i l l a segment of 

the p o p u l a t i o n t h a t does not have access to the 

Web or doesn't have computers or any means of 

o b t a i n i n g i t on t h e i r own, i f t h i s were to 

become law, how would those i n d i v i d u a l s access 

n o t i c e of meetings and other p u b l i c n o t i c e s ? 

C u r r e n t l y they can go and buy a paper 



and look a t the p a p e r . 

MR. HERR: Yeah. Again, i f they get 

a paper d e l i v e r e d t o t h e i r home, they have the 

access t o do i t . I f they don't, they have the 

a b i l i t y of going down to the newsstand or the 

7-Elevens and pu r c h a s i n g a paper t h e r e , or they 

can go t o a p u b l i c l i b r a r y or some other means 

where the paper i s a v a i l a b l e to them. 

That's no d i f f e r e n t than somebody 

u s i n g the media. I f they don't have the 

a b i l i t y i n t h e i r own house, they have the 

a b i l i t y a l s o to go down to the l i b r a r y and use 

a t e r m i n a l , you know, s i t t i n g -¬

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: I f they have a 

p u b l i c l i b r a r y . 

MR. HERR: W e l l , i f they have a 

p u b l i c l i b r a r y , but t h e r e ' s other means t h a t 

they c o u l d a l s o get t o o . 

The q u e s t i o n i s , you know, having 

access t o i t and t a k i n g advantage of i t are two 

d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . The q u e s t i o n i s a paper 

d e l i v e r e d to my house does not n e c e s s a r i l y mean 

I w i l l read i t or I w i l l read the l e g a l n o t i c e s 

i n the p a p e r . I t means I have access to i t . 

The same t h i n g , a l o t w i t h the Web. 



There are means t o get access to the Web t h a t ' s 

out t h e r e . 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Okay. Thank you 

f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Dunbar? 

REPRESENTATIVE DUNBAR: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman, and thank you to a l l of our 

testimony t o d a y . 

Many of you used the word c h o i c e , and 

as we know, the b i l l does say may, does not say 

s h a l l , as f a r as may use to a d v e r t i s e , may use 

the I n t e r n e t as a form of a d v e r t i s i n g . 

I j u s t want to get a good grasp of 

how you t h i n k your members are going to u t i l i z e 

t h a t . Now, I know Ron, you had s a i d 65 percent 

of your members p r e s e n t l y have Web s i t e s , and, 

Amy, you s a i d most. 

Of those t h a t don't have Web s i t e s , 

do you a n t i c i p a t e them doing t h a t ? because I 

would l i k e to see some c o n s i s t e n c y , because i f 

we have some i n paper, some on I n t e r n e t , i t ' s 

going to be r e l a t i v e l y c o n f u s i n g to t e l l you 

the t r u t h . 

And so I would l i k e to know what your 



members are a n t i c i p a t i n g doing, and a l s o i f any 

of your members have had any d i s c u s s i o n s , i f 

t h i s b i l l does become law, the may p r o v i s i o n , 

are they s t i l l p l a n n i n g on p u t t i n g some 

advertisements i n the paper, or are they 

p l a n n i n g on having e v e r y t h i n g on the I n t e r n e t ? 

Thank y o u . 

MR. GRUTZA: I'm l e t t i n g you s t a r t . 

MS. STURGES: From the p e r s p e c t i v e of 

my membership, I t h i n k t h a t because the 

m a j o r i t y do have Web s i t e s and the m a j o r i t y of 

those Web s i t e s are i n p r e t t y good shape, I 

t h i n k t h a t a number of them w i l l take advantage 

of t h i s , but I do t h i n k each governing body 

w i l l have to weigh whether or not i t makes 

sen s e . Do they need to upgrade t h e i r Web s i t e ? 

Are they i n t e r e s t e d i n f o l l o w i n g , as I 

d i s c u s s e d , the standards or the p o l i c i e s and 

procedures t h a t I b e l i e v e would be p a r t of t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n or would be con c u r r e n t w i t h the 

l e g i s l a t i o n . 

So I r e a l l y t h i n k i t ' s going t o be on 

a case-by-case b a s i s e s p e c i a l l y a t the 

be g i n n i n g i f they have t h i s o p t i o n , and as time 

goes by and i t gets e a s i e r f o r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 



t o see e x a c t l y what needs to be done and t h a t 

o t h e r s have done i t , more w i l l go to p o s t i n g 

o n l i n e . 

And then i n terms of what n o t i c e s 

they w i l l d e f i n i t e l y p ost and would they make a 

d e c i s i o n to put something i n the newspaper, I 

t h i n k t h a t w i l l a l s o be on a case-by-case 

b a s i s . When the governing body decides t h a t 

t h e r e ' s something t h a t they must a d v e r t i s e i n 

the newspaper i n a d d i t i o n to o n l i n e , then they 

would have the o p t i o n to do t h a t , but to be 

a b l e to say when t h a t would happen e x a c t l y , I 

r e a l l y c a n ' t . 

MR. HERR: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Dunbar, 

j u s t to f o l l o w up on t h a t , and Amy h i t a number 

of good p o i n t s , but i n d i s c u s s i o n on t h i s , a 

number of our members who have the Web s i t e s 

and p r e s e n t l y are doing both s a i d t h a t most 

l i k e l y they would continue doing both, l i k e f o r 

meeting n o t i c e s and t h a t , u n t i l the comfort 

l e v e l gets to a p o i n t where more people are 

onto the Web s i t e , because again a t t h i s p o i n t 

i n time i t i s v o l u n t a r y . So they are a l r e a d y 

a d v e r t i s i n g i n the p a p e r . They're not sure 

whether you found t h a t by the p r i n t or the Web. 



Others who at t h i s time do not have 

i t i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h a t p r o b a b l y would be the 

way i f they decided t o , but ag a i n , as Amy s a i d , 

t h i s would be on a case-by-case b a s i s . 

I t h i n k again l o o k i n g a t my 

membership, you're going to have a l o t o f 

s m a l l e r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h a t do not a d v e r t i s e 

t h a t f r e q u e n t l y i n t h e i r papers t h a t would 

continue to do so because t h a t would be to the 

b e s t o f t h e i r advantage. 

So t h a t i s one reason why we are 

sa y i n g t h a t we support the concept o f having i t 

as a may p r o v i s i o n , because you don't want to 

f o r c e those m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h a t f e e l t h a t the 

news media or the p r i n t media i s the be s t means 

to get the i n f o r m a t i o n out to t h e i r c i t i z e n s 

and r e s i d e n t s . 

MR. STURGES: J u s t to f o l l o w up on 

t h a t , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , most o f our members t h a t 

don't m a i n t a i n I n t e r n e t Web s i t e s , t h e y ' r e not 

going to -- I t h i n k f o r the most p a r t they're 

the s m a l l e r -- they're a t the s m a l l e r end of 

the l e g a l n o t i c e spectrum. So t h e i r c o s t s are 

going to be -- i t p r o b a b l y wouldn't be on a 

c o s t - b e n e f i t r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e r e . I t ' s going t o 



c o s t them more to e s t a b l i s h an I n t e r n e t Web 

s i t e , so i t ' s not going to make sense f o r them. 

But f o r our members t h a t do have Web 

s i t e s a l r e a d y , t h i s might be something t h a t 

t h e y ' r e going to take advantage o f . 

Now, I can say about the c u r r e n t 

scheme, as Elam had mentioned, some of our 

members are doing both, and they are p u t t i n g i t 

on t h e i r Web s i t e , or i f i t ' s something l i k e a 

c o n t r a c t , they're j u s t checking the box and 

p u t t i n g i t i n the newspaper or g e n e r a l 

c i r c u l a t i o n because t h a t ' s what the mandate 

says, and maybe we're going to some other t h i r d 

p a r t y where we can i n c r e a s e our b i d s and 

t h a t ' s -- t h a t c e r t a i n l y i s open t o us i n the 

c u r r e n t r e g u l a t o r y scheme, but I c o u l d see t h a t 

c o n t i n u i n g even i f you have I n t e r n e t Web s i t e s . 

And, o f course, w i t h the whole search 

t h i n g , I mean, the way t h a t t h i n g s are s e t up, 

i f a c o n t r a c t o r i s p r e t t y s o p h i s t i c a t e d -- and 

I have f u l l c o n f i d e n c e t h a t a good businessman 

does search t h a t way -- there are many ways t o 

s e t up Google to search through these t h i n g s , 

so -- and, of course, there are some other 

p r o p o s a l s t h a t have the s t a t e agency housing 



these t h i n g s and s o r t i n g through them. So 

we're open t o those types o f op t i o n s t o o . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

-- y e s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Maloney? 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

I t h i n k I'm j u s t having some t r o u b l e 

r e c o n c i l i n g some of t h i s . I know i t was 

p r e v i o u s l y asked, and I know i t r e l a t e s t o the 

pr e v i o u s panel i n one o f the q u e s t i o n s t h a t I 

asked, but I b e l i e v e i t ' s -- three o f you have 

used the same f i g u r e of $26 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y 

and then one t h a t was r e f e r r e d to a l i t t l e 

e a r l i e r as 29 m i l l i o n . 

But I t h i n k what I am having t r o u b l e 

w i t h i s i f t h i s i s $26 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y and 

a l s o we're seeing t h a t a l i t t l e over h a l f of 

the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , being 281, t h e i r average 

was $22,000 a year, but then w i t h mandate 

r e l i e f i t s t a t e s t h a t they save 60,000 a year, 

I guess my t r o u b l e i s the math. I t ' s k i n d of 

l i k e a p o l i t i c a l t h i n g . I t ' s k i n d of l i k e 

s a y i n g you have a s u r p l u s of money when you're 

i n d e b t . You know, I j u s t can't r e c o n c i l e 

t h a t . So t h a t ' s what I'm having t r o u b l e w i t h . 



MS. STAHLE: J u s t to c l a r i f y , the 

f i g u r e , the $22,000, t h a t ' s over a p e r i o d of 

th r e e y e a r s . So t h a t ' s not per y e a r . So t h a t 

s o r t of pro b a b l y helps a b i t . 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: So the 

d i s p a r i t y i s r e a l l y i n the f a c t t h a t one of 

these i s a t h r e e - y e a r p e r i o d , but I b e l i e v e the 

twenty -- I guess the 281 s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

coming down to 22,000 and the 60,000 a year 

s t i l l doesn't add up to me 

MS. STAHLE: W e l l , the s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s -- those are the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

t h a t i n 2009 requested a Mandate Waiver, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h i s p r o v i s i o n , a l l o w i n g them 

to p u b l i s h t h e i r l e g a l advertisements on t h e i r 

Web s i t e s or i n community p a p e r s . 

T h e i r e s t i m a t e s of the c o s t frame, 

you know, from -- you know, I don't know. I 

t h i n k the lowest one was about $5,000 upwards 

to I t h i n k $13,000, and I t h i n k i t j u s t 

depended again on what was happening to those 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s a t t h a t time, whether they 

were b u i l d i n g , whether they had a l o t of 

p u r c h a s e s . 

So I t h i n k t h a t ' s where you're seeing 



the range, but t h a t was the t o t a l combination 

of the a n t i c i p a t e d savings f o r those s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s t h a t requested and were approved f o r 

the mandate waivers i n 2009 f o r t h a t p r o v i s i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: W e l l , thank 

you . I guess I j u s t -- i t ' s j u s t s t i l l not 

c l e a r to me t h a t we have averages t h a t are so 

low, and yet we have a $26 m i l l i o n r e p o r t e d 

s t u d y . So I t h i n k i f t h a t c o u l d get c l e a r e d up 

f o r me, you know, I c o u l d understand i t a whole 

l o t b e t t e r . 

Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

T r u i t t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE TRUITT: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

One of my q u e s t i o n s was a l r e a d y 

answered, and the other one was p a r t i a l l y 

answered. So I ' l l be p r e t t y b r i e f h e r e . 

The one t h i n g t h a t r e a l l y jumped out 

a t me was the s t a t i s t i c t h a t 100 p e r c e n t of the 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s have a Web s i t e , and I was 

going to ask about the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and the 

boroughs and the c o u n t i e s and so f o r t h , and I 

k i n d of got the answer t o t h a t q u e s t i o n , but i f 



you guys are going to go back and c o l l e c t any 

of t h a t d a t a , i t would be i n t e r e s t i n g to know 

out of those Web s i t e s how many of them have 

backups and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t or how many of 

them are s e l f - h o s t e d versus hosted by an 

o u t s i d e p r o v i d e r where a l l of t h a t backup k i n d 

of t h i n g , s t u f f l i k e t h a t ' s done a u t o m a t i c a l l y 

f o r them. 

That's r e a l l y j u s t a comment, because 

I don't t h i n k you guys have the answer t o t h a t 

q u e s t i o n . I f you do, go ahead and say s o . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: J e r r y Knowles? 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

I t h i n k I'm going to f o l l o w 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H i c k e r n e l l ' s l e a d . I t h i n k t h a t 

was a good i d e a what he d i d i n terms of -- i t ' s 

been a busy time w i t h the budget f o r a l l of us, 

but I t h i n k I i n t e n d to reach out to a l l of my 

-- to both of my c o u n t i e s as w e l l as my 

townships and my boroughs to see how much they 

have s p e n t . 

I guess -- a g a i n , I s a i d t h a t we're 

h e a r i n g from both s i d e s and, indeed, we a re, 



but I haven't r e a l l y heard a l o t from my own 

l o c a l townships, and I know they ' r e a l l 

v o l u n t e e r s , and I know t h a t they're busy i n 

t h e i r l i v e s and t h a t k i n d of t h i n g , and they 

don't f o l l o w t h i s s t u f f as c l o s e l y as we do. 

B r i n d a , I know t h a t the -- and I 

can't see you because of the -- but I know t h a t 

the county commissioners before each 

l e g i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n do t h e i r l i s t of 

p r i o r i t i e s , and I would assume t h a t the other 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t are r e p r e s e n t e d a t the t a b l e 

do the same. 

Has t h i s i s s u e been l i s t e d i n your 

l i s t of p r i o r i t i e s f o r t h i s c u r r e n t l e g i s l a t i v e 

s e s s i o n ? 

MS. PENYAK: Yes, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Knowles. As a matter of f a c t , i t ' s been k i n d 

of i n t e r e s t i n g t h i s s e s s i o n . The l a s t s e v e r a l 

we've seen budget and taxpayers take the 

number-one and number-two s p o t s . This year 

mandate r e l i e f took the number-one spot, and 

one of the number-one i n i t i a t i v e s under mandate 

r e l i e f was e l e c t r o n i c a d v e r t i s i n g and f i n d i n g 

other means and other o p t i o n s f o r c o u n t i e s to 

save money. 



Mandate r e l i e f spans a whole v a r i e t y 

of t h i n g s , and as some of the other p a n e l i s t s 

have s a i d , i t encapsulates more than one t h i n g . 

There i s n ' t a s i n g l e area of mandate r e l i e f 

t h a t i s going to p r o v i d e the k i n d of t a x 

savings f o r our c o n s t i t u e n t s t h a t we would l i k e 

t o see, but i t ' s a group of t h i n g s , and our 

members wh o l e h e a r t e d l y voted t h i s i s s u e along 

w i t h the r e s t of t h e i r mandate r e l i e f agenda as 

t h e i r number one f o r t h i s y e a r . And I know 

t h a t they've been spending a f a i r amount of 

time conveying t h a t , and i f they haven't, w e ' l l 

l e t them know t h a t they need to get i n t o u c h . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. Seeing no 

f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s -- oh, Frank, go ahead. 

REPRESENTATIVE FARRY: J u s t -¬

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: 

Mr. Chairman, c o u l d -- I j u s t -- I'm s o r r y , I 

j u s t wanted t o hear from Elam and the o t h e r s i f 

they c o u l d comment, i f I may, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: S u r e . 

MR. HERR: I ' l l make i t r e a l s h o r t . 

I can't improve on what B r i n d a j u s t t o l d you. 

I t i s a major p o l i c y f o r mandate r e l i e f , and 

she expounded upon i t very w e l l . 



MS. STAHLE: Same. As mandate 

r e l i e f , i t ' s the b i g -- the b i g - t i c k e t i tem 

r i g h t now f o r s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s f a c i n g the 

f i n a n c i a l c h a l l e n g e s t h a t we are i n , and t h i s 

i s one p i e c e of a l a r g e r package of items t h a t 

we would l i k e to see f o r our s c h o o l s . 

MR. GRUTZA: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t h a t ' s 

-- I c o u l d j u s t say the same t h i n g . I t ' s 

d e f i n i t e l y on our p r i o r i t y l i s t of the 

a s s o c i a t i o n f o r l e g i s l a t i v e -- f o r t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n . 

Our members have endorsed t h i s by 

means of a p o l i c y r e s o l u t i o n . When they come 

to our annual c o n v e n t i o n , we pass p o l i c y 

r e s o l u t i o n s , and we do have s t a n d i n g 

r e s o l u t i o n s s u p p o r t i n g t h i s . 

MS. STURGES: And t h a t goes f o r the 

Township Commissioners and League of C i t i e s as 

w e l l . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

F a r r y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE FARRY: Thank you, 

Chairman. 

My q u e s t i o n r e l a t e s to t h i s : 

C u r r e n t l y there are t r a d e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t 



p u l l a l l the l e g a l n o t i c e s out and send them t o 

the c o n t r a c t o r s t h a t s u b s c r i b e t o them so t h a t 

they don't miss any p u b l i c l y b i d p r o j e c t s . 

O b v i o u s l y I'm sure these tr a d e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s who had developed t h i s are 

ch e c k i n g the Web s i t e s and k i n d o f f o l l o w the 

same p a t h s . 

I guess one o f my concerns, as we 

heard Mr. Bower's testimony e a r l i e r about he 

missed an o p p o r t u n i t y to b i d on a l o c a l 

p r o j e c t , and he v e r y w e l l may have been the low 

b i d d e r . 

I j u s t would l i k e to get some o f your 

feedback on t h a t because i n the event t h a t one 

c o n t r a c t o r t h a t c o u l d have been low b i d misses 

b i d d i n g on a p r o j e c t , the savings you generate 

through not ha v i n g to pay f o r the a d v e r t i s i n g 

c o u l d be l o s t t e n f o l d , so -- both d u r i n g the 

t r a n s i t i o n time as w e l l as the l o n g t e r m . I'd 

l i k e to get your thoughts on t h a t . 

MR. HERR: W e l l , the same t h i n g c o u l d 

happen w i t h the newspaper. The c o n t r a c t o r may 

be from o u t s i d e the area where i t ' s b e i n g 

p u b l i s h e d . The law r i g h t now says i n a paper 

o f g e n e r a l c i r c u l a t i o n w i t h i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y 



or county or s c h o o l d i s t r i c t . So i f a 

c o n t r a c t o r t h a t would be o u t s i d e and doesn't 

get the newspaper, t h e o r e t i c a l l y they c o u l d 

have been the lowest b i d d e r , but they d i d n ' t 

know about i t . 

With the p o s s i b i l i t y o f the Web, 

t h e r e i s , we f e e l , a g r e a t e r chance and g r e a t e r 

exposure t h a t , you know, not o n l y the l o c a l s , 

but as you get f u r t h e r away, w i l l a l s o have the 

a b i l i t y to do i t . 

Now, g r a n t e d , the statement was 

made i t wasn't a l o c a l f i r m t h a t got i t . 

Taxes, payments to the employees were not 

t h e r e . I t went t o some o u t s i d e company. 

That's t r u e , but t h a t ' s happening a l o t more i n 

e v e r y t h i n g t o d a y . People have access to come 

and go. Again, t h a t ' s a p a r t of the change 

t h a t ' s happening out t h e r e . 

So i s i t a p e r f e c t system? No. Is 

today's system p e r f e c t ? No. A l l we're t r y i n g 

t o do i s get more exposure out t h e r e , keep the 

t r a n s p a r e n c y the way i t i s or b e t t e r , and so 

t h a t both the m u n i c i p a l i t y or l o c a l governments 

and t h e i r c i t i z e n s know what i s t r a n s p i r i n g 

w i t h i n t h e i r community. 



MR. GRUTZA: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , I ' l l 

j u s t comment on the way t h a t t h a t Mandate 

Waiver or b a s i c a l l y the Mandate Waiver was 

g i v e n . That waiver i s s e t up. And on l y t h a t ' s 

one, one sc h o o l d i s t r i c t , or there were s e v e r a l 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s t h a t r e c e i v e d t h a t type o f 

Mandate Waiver out of 500. That i s done on a 

case-by-case b a s i s , and i t ' s s e t up -- I can 

assure you t h a t they had a waiver from those 

g e n e r a l -- from the c u r r e n t mandate to p l a c e i t 

on the I n t e r n e t , but the safeguards t h a t 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C r e i g h t o n has i n House B i l l 633 

were not t h e r e . 

So I t h i n k t h a t i f you s e t up a 

system l i k e t h i s -- I mean, you can't compare 

t h a t one i s o l a t e d s i t u a t i o n w i t h a system t h a t 

c o u l d be under p o t e n t i a l l y i f House B i l l 633 i s 

e n a c t e d . I t h i n k t h a t something l i k e t h a t , 

people are going to know the r u l e s of the game, 

c o n t r a c t o r s , and we're s u p p o r t i v e of adding 

some type of p r o v i s i o n i n there -- i t ' s i n my 

w r i t t e n comments -- t h a t would -- before you 

made t h a t s w i t c h t h a t you d i d p l a c e some type 

of n o t i c e i n the newspaper g e n e r a l c i r c u l a t i o n 

t o l e t some people know t h a t t h i s would 



be -- t h i s would be done. 

A l s o , i t ' s i n our be s t i n t e r e s t to 

get as many b i d s f o r c o n t r a c t s as w e l l , and so 

we're going to make sure t h a t a l l of our 

c o n t r a c t o r s , l o c a l and e l e c t r o n i c a l l y , t h a t 

they have the access t o our b i d s . So h o p e f u l l y 

i f we move t o a system l i k e t h a t , everyone 

c o u l d know what the r u l e s of the game are and 

t h a t , you know, we're s h i f t i n g . 

Now we've had the c u r r e n t system now 

f o r decades and decades. You know, as Elam 

mentioned, the town c r i e r . We had t o make t h a t 

s h i f t t h e r e . We t h i n k t h a t we're going to make 

a s h i f t here, and we urge you to support the 

b i l l . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Now, i f the 

L o c a l Government Committee would j u s t s t a y 

seated, T e r i , do you have your r e b u t t a l ? W e l l , 

you're the spokesman f o r the newspapers. Do 

you have a r e b u t t a l ? 

MS. HENNING: I b e l i e v e a t l e a s t two 

of our members p l a n t o have r e b u t t a l . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Do you mind 

s t a n d i n g or coming -- can you use the mike? 

MR. TILL: Thank y o u . My comments 



are -- I ' l l keep them s i m p l e . 

F i r s t of a l l , a g a i n , i n terms of 

c a l l i n g newspaper readers d i n o s a u r s , most of 

them are a c t u a l l y h i g h l y educated, s t i l l 

r e l a t i v e l y young, and a f f l u e n t people, and, 

a g a i n , remember t h a t more people read the 

newspaper every day than watch the Super Bowl. 

So we're not dead y e t . 

One of the t h i n g s I j u s t wanted t o 

p o i n t out, we're t a l k i n g about a $26 m i l l i o n 

s a v i n g s , but we have no i d e a how many Web s i t e s 

are c u r r e n t l y i n p l a c e , what t h e i r c a p a b i l i t i e s 

a r e . We a c t u a l l y don't even know what's being 

spent because we don't know what the boroughs 

have s p e n t . We don't know what the averages 

a r e . We don't know -- we r e a l l y don't have 

numbers to say we're going t o save t h i s . So I 

would -- I would argue p r e t t y h e a v i l y t h a t we 

don't know. 

The other t h i n g we don't know i s i f a 

borough c r e a t e s a Web s i t e , they have to s t a f f 

i t . A l o t of boroughs have p a r t - t i m e people, 

v o l u n t e e r s , and so on. So now we've got to do 

a Web s i t e . 

The other t h i n g to remember i s 



t r a f f i c to a Web s i t e i s almost l i k e a f u n n e l . 

So the more people you get t o your Web s i t e , 

the l a r g e r the f u n n e l you need t o handle the 

t r a f f i c . The l a r g e r the f u n n e l , the more i t 

c o s t s . 

So Web s i t e s today f o r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

may not be a l o t of money because the l i n e i s 

r e a l l y s m a l l . They're not g e t t i n g a l o t of 

t r a f f i c . I f we s t a r t p u t t i n g people t h e r e , 

they w i l l . 

The other t h i n g about Google se a r c h , 

the search w i l l f i n d these Web s i t e s i s not 

t r u e . We -- I've become almost a PhD i n search 

engine o p t i m i z a t i o n even though I don't want 

t o . Google sees what i t sees the most. 

One of the reasons our Web s i t e does 

v e r y good, f o r example, i f you do a r e s t a u r a n t 

i n my newspaper, i f you Google a r e s t a u r a n t i n 

my market, i t i s more l i k e l y to come up on my 

Web s i t e than t h e i r own. And the reason i s 

they ' r e embedded i n my Web s i t e , and Google 

c o n s t a n t l y sees my Web s i t e and e v e r y t h i n g 

w i t h i n i t . 

So i f I do, you know, Subway i n 

Nazareth, i t w i l l come up on my Web s i t e on 



Google be f o r e i t w i l l come up on the Subway Web 

s i t e or t h e i r own Web s i t e i n N a z a r e t h . 

So these l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h a t 

get very l i t t l e t r a f f i c w i l l not be seen by 

Google, and i f they are, t h e y ' l l be on page 10, 

11, or 12, and t h e y ' l l be exhau s t i n g by then. 

So s e t t i n g up any k i n d of an RSS feed or 

anyt h i n g e l s e w i t h Google i s not going to 

happen. 

The other i s s u e here i s a c c e s s . We 

keep t a l k i n g about the o n l i n e -- nobody on our 

pane l s a t here and s a i d the o n l i n e i s not 

important, r e l e v a n t , and v i t a l . I t ' s v i t a l to 

our b u s i n e s s e s . We a l l have i n v e s t e d 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n i t . 

We a l r e a d y do i t . This i n f o r m a t i o n 

i s a l r e a d y o n l i n e . The d i f f e r e n c e i s i t ' s on 

one Web s i t e i n s t e a d of m u l t i p l e Web s i t e s t h a t 

nobody w i l l know the URL t o , won't be able to 

f i n d , and some w i l l have them, some won't. 

So i f I l i v e i n a m u n i c i p a l i t y and I 

move, do I have t o c a l l e v e r y t h i n g ( s i c ) w i t h i n 

my m u n i c i p a l i t y and say do you have a Web s i t e ? 

Are your t h i n g s i n the newspaper? How do I 

f i n d out? I t ' s an a r c h a i c system t h a t makes 



a b s o l u t e l y no sense, and i t i s not about 

t r a n s p a r e n c y . I t ' s not about a c c e s s . 

You c a n ' t take l e g a l newspapers ( s i c ) 

out of newspapers and o f f a very r o b u s t , 

i n t e r a c t i v e Web s i t e and put them on s m a l l 

m u n i c i p a l i t y Web s i t e s t h a t have no t r a f f i c or 

knowledge how to get there and say you're going 

to have more people see i t . I t ' s j u s t not 

t r u e , and th e r e ' s no way i t ever w i l l b e . I t 

i s j u s t not -- i t ' s not c a p a b l e . 

So c o s t , they have no i d e a what the 

c o s t i s going to b e . We do. We've t o l d you 

i t ' s going to c o s t anywhere between $24 and $48 

m i l l i o n j u s t to host these s i t e s , f i x e d 

numbers. There's no funny numbers. I t ' s not 

anyt h i n g t h a t we put out t h e r e . I t ' s a l r e a d y 

done. Okay? 

And, a g a i n , the PSU study f o r l o c a l 

government who had a f i g u r e of $26 m i l l i o n , 

t h a t ' s over three y e a r s . Okay? So again we're 

not t a l k i n g about t h a t . 

The r e a l i s s u e here f o r us -- and, 

you know, newspapers, the comment was t h a t 

we're here t r y i n g t o keep c o s t s up. The 

o p p o s i t e . Okay? The o p p o s i t e . 



What we do want to do, though, i s 

make sure our c i t i z e n s have the r i g h t to 

i n t e r a c t i n t h e i r l o c a l government, and i f you 

put these t h i n g s on l o c a l Web s i t e s , you're 

h i d i n g i t . I t does a l l o w -- there was a 

comment -- and I wrote i t down because I 

thought i t was k i n d of cute -- t h a t s a i d -¬

someone made the comment about people p u t t i n g 

up a n o t i c e and l e t t i n g t h e i r f r i e n d p r i n t i t 

out and then going o f f , and the comment was i t 

won't happen. W e l l , i f i t d i d , i t ' s i l l e g a l . 

Okay. I t can happen, and I would 

argue i n some p l a c e s i t would happen. We 

cannot l e t t h a t happen. 

C i t i z e n s have a r i g h t and we have an 

o b l i g a t i o n to l e t c i t i z e n s be i n v o l v e d i n t h i s . 

T h i s system i s not broken i n any way. There i s 

no reason to change i t . There's no c o s t 

savings whatsoever. There's a c t u a l l y a c o s t 

i n c r e a s e . 

And a t the same time, i f you do do 

t h i s , a g a i n , I ' l l remind you i t i s a thousand 

j o b s i n t h i s commonwealth. 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you, 



Mr. T i l l . 

E r n i e ? 

MR. SCHREIBER: Two very q u i c k 

comments. You've heard d i f f e r e n t d e s c r i p t i o n s 

of the a u d i e n c e . 

In f a c t , t here are two audiences out 

t h e r e . There i s the over-50 audience of 

c i t i z e n s who i n many cases do not use the 

I n t e r n e t . There i s the 25- or 30-and-under 

audience who do, and you don't want to decide 

between one and the o t h e r . You want t o reach 

b o t h . 

I would suggest t h a t you -- i f you 

take away p r i n t , you're going to l o s e the most 

committed c i t i z e n s t h a t you have i n your 

communities, the people who own homes, who are 

w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d , who have j o b s , who go out and 

v o t e , who work i n c i v i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and you 

w i l l g a i n the 2 5 - y e a r - o l d s , the k i d s who are 

j u s t out of s c h o o l , who are r e a l l y i n t o MTV, 

who don't have the l e v e l of c i v i c commitment 

because they're too young to have t h a t t h a t the 

over-50 group have. 

Secondly, t h e r e was j u s t one comment 

t h a t suggested t h a t t h i s was somehow a s u b s i d y 



t o the newspaper i n d u s t r y , but most of the 

times i t was c a l l e d a mandate, and t h a t ' s what 

i t i s , and i t ' s a mandate f o r a r e a s o n . 

I f t h i s were a w o r l d where a l l l o c a l 

government and a l l s c h o o l boards were r e a l l y 

g r e a t l y concerned about communication w i t h 

t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s , w i t h t h e i r audiences, there 

would need t o be no mandate. They would make 

sure t h a t everybody i n t h e i r communities knew 

when they were going t o r a i s e t a x e s , when they 

were going to b u i l d a new b u i l d i n g , when they 

were going to take any a c t i o n t h a t a f f e c t e d the 

p u b l i c w e l f a r e , but we know, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n 

of b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s where they may want to 

s o l i c i t the very lowest b i d s , human nature 

le a v e s them t o not want to w i d e l y p u b l i c i z e 

matters t h a t they know w i l l be c o n t r o v e r s i a l 

and which w i l l put them i n t o the s o r t of 

anguish, what w i l l I do s o r t of s i t u a t i o n you 

f i n d y o u r s e l f i n so o f t e n when there are 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e s . 

So i t i s not wise to suspend the 

mandate and t o say, w e l l , you decide when you 

want to t e l l your c o n s t i t u e n t s about 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l p u b l i c m a t t e r s , because t r y as 



they might, I don't t h i n k they w i l l do i t . 

There's too much experience t h a t shows the y ' r e 

r e l u c t a n t to do i t . That's why we've always 

had a s t a t e mandate. 

Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you. 

R e d i r e c t on Elam or Ron? 

MR. GRUTZA: To respond to the 

l a s t -- the l a s t comment, i f we don't do what 

we're r e q u i r e d to do under House B i l l 633, any 

a c t i o n t h a t we take a t a p u b l i c meeting w i l l be 

i n v a l i d anyway c u r r e n t -- as the c u r r e n t 

s t a t u t o r y scheme i n d i c a t e s . That's not going 

to change. What i s going to change i s the 

medium t h a t we get the i n f o r m a t i o n t o the 

p u b l i c . So t h a t ' s -- t h a t ' s something t h a t ' s 

worth n o t i n g . 

A l s o , the percentages o f , you know, 

w e l l , you're going to d i s e n f r a n c h i s e the 

s e n i o r s . I can say the converse r i g h t now. 

The c u r r e n t scheme d i s e n f r a n c h i s e s the younger 

c i t i z e n s . So j u s t keep t h a t i n mind as w e l l . 

MR. HERR: Real q u i c k , Mr. Chairman. 

I t h i n k Ron h i t the n a i l on the head w i t h the 

whole i s s u e . I t ' s -- what we're l o o k i n g a t i s 



how we get the i n f o r m a t i o n out, the medium t h a t 

we are u s i n g . 

You know, we can go back and f o r t h 

and make a c c u s a t i o n s t h a t l o c a l o f f i c i a l s w i l l 

t r y to hide e v e r y t h i n g . I r e a l l y take 

e x c e p t i o n to t h a t . Yes, there are problems out 

t h e r e , and t h a t ' s j u s t human nature, but to 

make the assumption t h a t every l o c a l o f f i c i a l 

or every e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l w i l l t r y t o hide and 

keep t h i n g s out of the p u b l i c knowledge i s a 

l i t t l e tough to t a k e . 

On the other hand, I a l s o don't want 

to say t h a t the news media i s n ' t doing t h e i r 

j o b i n g e t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on what's t h e r e . 

What we're t r y i n g to say i s the r e ' s other means 

to get t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n out, and we should be 

l o o k i n g a t t h a t i n s t e a d of w a i t i n g f o r another 

20 years down the road when, you know, the 

e l e c t r o n i c media has taken o v e r . 

As a matter of f a c t , i n 20 years 

maybe the media t h a t we're l o o k i n g a t today, 

the Web, w i l l be r e p l a c e d by something e l s e . I 

can't see t h a t f a r i n the f u t u r e . 

The o n l y t h i n g I do see i s t h a t i n my 

l i f e t i m e the news media has, you know, gone by 



the wayside to some e x t e n t w i t h the Web and the 

s o c i a l media p i c k i n g up. I mean, everybody 

looked a t i t . And even your committee, you now 

have a Facebook page. Ten years ago, what's a 

Facebook? We're t r y i n g to get i n f o r m a t i o n out 

by more means. 

Again , I w i l l p i c k on m y s e l f . I am 

the d i n o s a u r . I d i d n ' t c a l l anybody e l s e i n 

t h i s room a d i n o s a u r . I c a l l e d myself the 

din o s a u r e a r l i e r when I s a i d I s t i l l read the 

p a p e r . I do not have a Facebook page y e t . 

I've been t o l d I w i l l be g e t t i n g one from the 

o f f i c e t o keep up w i t h what's happening. 

But i t ' s what i s t r a n s p i r i n g today 

t h a t we have to look a t . How do we get the 

i n f o r m a t i o n o u t ? How do we get i t out f a s t ? 

How do we keep up w i t h the people who want t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n ? 

So I went a l i t t l e l o n ger on t h a t 

r e b u t t a l than I wanted t o , but I t h i n k i t 

i s -- as Ron s a i d , i t ' s the medium t h a t we're 

l o o k i n g a t , not t h a t we're t r y i n g to hide 

something or accuse somebody or something of 

doing something i l l e g a l . 

Thank y o u . 



CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: I want to thank 

the l o c a l government group committee p a n e l and 

the newspaper p a n e l . You've done a g r e a t j o b 

and I t h i n k done a good s e r v i c e to communicate 

t h i s i s s u e t o the P e n n s y l v a n i a p u b l i c . 

Now I'd l i k e to i n t r o d u c e Matt Creme 

from L a n c a s t e r County. He i s now the p r e s i d e n t 

of the Lawyers A s s o c i a t i o n . 

You're a l l by y o u r s e l f . 

MR. CREME: I am a l l by m y s e l f . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. M i n o r i t y Chairman, members of the 

committee, and s t a f f and a s p e c i a l shout out to 

Bryan C u t l e r and Dave H i c k e r n e l l i n a d d i t i o n to 

Tom C r e i g h t o n from L a n c a s t e r County. 

I t i s my honor to serve the lawyers 

and judges of the l e g a l p r o f e s s i o n i n our 

commonwealth as p r e s i d e n t of the P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Bar A s s o c i a t i o n , and I'm t e s t i f y i n g today on 

b e h a l f of the 28,000 members of the 

a s s o c i a t i o n . 

We w i l l have w r i t t e n submission of 

our testimony, so I ' l l j u s t cover the h i g h 

p o i n t s w i t h you, and then I'd be happy t o take 

any q u e s t i o n s . 



But as a p r e l i m i n a r y comment, I'm 

happy to say t h a t the Bar A s s o c i a t i o n and the 

o r g a n i z e d bar stands a s i d e of the i s s u e t h a t 

you j u s t heard debated on both s i d e s , and t h a t 

i s a p e r s o n a l comfort zone f o r me because I am 

p r i n c i p a l l y a m u n i c i p a l law lawyer, and my 

f a t h e r i s the r e t i r e d t r e a s u r e r of P r ess 

E n t e r p r i s e Newspaper i n Columbia County. So we 

are not i n t h a t i s s u e . We stand a s i d e . And 

I'm here t e s t i f y i n g on b e h a l f of our l o c a l 

county bars and the l o c a l county law j o u r n a l s . 

The l o c a l county law j o u r n a l s are the 

i nstrument d e s i g n a t e d by c o u r t r u l e s as the 

p l a c e where c e r t a i n p u b l i c n o t i c e a d v e r t i s i n g 

must be p l a c e d , and as such, i n a d d i t i o n to 

a c t i n g as t r a d e j o u r n a l s f o r the l e g a l 

p r o f e s s i o n , the l o c a l county law j o u r n a l s are 

e x t e n s i o n s of our c o u r t system. 

The t h i n g s t h a t would be found i n the 

county law j o u r n a l s are the p u b l i c n o t i c e 

advertisements t h a t a f f e c t t h i n g s l i k e t i t l e to 

r e a l e s t a t e . They i n c l u d e s h e r i f f ' s n o t i c e s , 

l i e n s . They a l s o would c o n t a i n the f o r m a t i o n 

of business e n t i t i e s and the l i k e . 

So the law j o u r n a l s are then used by 



a community of p r o f e s s i o n a l s which i n c l u d e 

l awyers, accountants, and bankers, and the 

importance of h a v i n g a county-by-county based 

media t h a t c o n t a i n s t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i s t h a t i f 

something i s to a f f e c t t i t l e to r e a l e s t a t e , i t 

must be found i n an instrument i n the county 

where the r e a l e s t a t e i s l o c a t e d , so t h a t we 

have a v e r y c o s t e f f i c i e n t system of county by 

county p r o v i d i n g a d i s c r e t e amount of 

i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t i s of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t to 

l e g a l , accountant, and bank p r o f e s s i o n a l s as 

w e l l as the r e s i d e n t s of our commonwealth. 

And what House B i l l 633 does, i f i t 

were to become law, i s t o exclude the county 

law j o u r n a l s , and we b e l i e v e t h a t t h a t i s 

proper p o l i c y . We b e l i e v e t h a t t h a t i s a 

p o l i c y t h a t b e n e f i t s the r e s i d e n t s of the 

commonwealth, and the c o n t i n u a t i o n of the law 

j o u r n a l s f o r the k i n d of a d v e r t i s i n g t h a t i s 

r e q u i r e d to be p l a c e d i n the law j o u r n a l s i s a 

good t h i n g . 

The k i n d of a d v e r t i s i n g t h a t you've 

j u s t heard d e s c r i b e d by the newspapers 

a s s o c i a t i o n and the v a r i o u s l o c a l government 

a s s o c i a t i o n s are not the k i n d of p u b l i c n o t i c e 



a d v e r t i s i n g t h a t i s r e q u i r e d to be i n a county 

law j o u r n a l . 

So those l a r g e numbers, those l a r g e 

d o l l a r amounts, t h a t were d e s c r i b e d to you, 

whatever they may be, and once i t ' s r e s o l v e d to 

your s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t they are a c c u r a t e , most 

of t h a t money i s not spent i n l o c a l county law 

j o u r n a l s . Some of i t i s . 

One p a r t i c u l a r example would be the 

Tax C l a i m Bureau, but even the s h e r i f f ' s 

o f f i c e , which i s a l o c a l o f f i c i a l , those c o s t s 

of advertisement t h a t are connected w i t h 

f o r e c l o s u r e of r e a l e s t a t e are a l l p r e p a i d by 

the f o r e c l o s i n g e n t i t y and the most p a r t 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l e n t i t i e s such as banks and 

mortgage companies but i n some occasions 

i n d i v i d u a l s l i k e as p r i v a t e l e n d e r s , but those 

are not p u b l i c d o l l a r s . Those are not taxpayer 

d o l l a r s f o r the most p a r t p a y i n g f o r the 

a d v e r t i s i n g -- and I should say more than f o r 

the most p a r t -- i n the v a s t m a j o r i t y of case s , 

p a y i n g f o r the a d v e r t i s i n g i n the l o c a l county 

law j o u r n a l s . 

So I ' d be happy to take q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Bryan? 



REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: S o r r y . 

MR. CREME: I t ' s a f r e e shot, B r y a n . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Okay. I guess 

t h a t ' s a g r e a t p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

MR. CREME: Thank you, members of the 

committee. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: And Ray L a n d i s . 

Is Ray here? 

MR. LANDIS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Thanks f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o be h e r e . 

My name i s Ray L a n d i s . I'm the 

advocacy manager f o r AARP i n Pe n n s y l v a n i a and 

p l e a s e d to have the o p p o r t u n i t y , e s p e c i a l l y 

a f t e r h e a r i n g AARP's name brought up on a 

couple of the panels b e f o r e i n d i s c u s s i o n about 

the impact of t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n on o l d e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . 

AARP, of course, has 1.8 m i l l i o n 

members i n Pe n n s y l v a n i a over the age of 50, and 

I'm g l a d to have the o p p o r t u n i t y to r e p r e s e n t 

them today and d i s c u s s House B i l l 633. 

And, Chairman C r e i g h t o n , I t h i n k your 

d e s c r i p t i o n a t the be g i n n i n g of the h e a r i n g was 

ve r y apt about t h a t we have a r e v o l u t i o n going 

on i n i n f o r m a t i o n r i g h t now, but I do b e l i e v e 



t h a t i n l o o k i n g a t the 50-plus p o p u l a t i o n , t h a t 

r e v o l u t i o n i s impa c t i n g our p o p u l a t i o n , but i t 

might be impa c t i n g the 50-plus p o p u l a t i o n a b i t 

slower than most of the r e s t of the p o p u l a t i o n . 

And there was a l o t of d i s c u s s i o n 

when the panels were t e s t i f y i n g about the 

impact on o l d e r Americans, o l d e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , and f o r t u n a t e l y AARP has done a 

survey, which I brought copies of f o r the 

members of the committee, and p o s s i b l y and one 

of the most i r o n i c statements made today, I 

w i l l say t h a t t h i s i s a l s o a v a i l a b l e on the 

AARP Web s i t e . So i t can be accessed t h a t way, 

but I do have paper c o p i e s f o r the committee, 

and as AARP does, we're g l a d to m a i l out copies 

t o i n d i v i d u a l s who don't have computer a c c e s s . 

And what t h i s survey shows I t h i n k i s 

t h a t t h e r e ' s a r e a l s h i f t going on i n the o l d e r 

p o p u l a t i o n r i g h t now, and because what the 

survey does i s i t breaks down the I n t e r n e t 

access between the 50 and 64 p o p u l a t i o n and the 

65-plus p o p u l a t i o n . 

And I t h i n k the most r e l e v a n t 

q u e s t i o n t h a t i s asked on the survey i s to ask 

people i f they have access t o a computer, and 



among the 50 to 64 p o p u l a t i o n , o n l y 22 pe r c e n t 

responded t h a t they do not have access t o a 

computer, but the 65-plus p o p u l a t i o n , the 

number t h a t responded t h a t they do not have 

access t o computers i s 51 p e r c e n t . And so I 

t h i n k you can see th e r e ' s a s h i f t t h ere where 

the 65-plus p o p u l a t i o n g e n e r a l l y -- and t h i s i s 

a nationwide s u r v e y . 

And i t i s i r o n i c too t h a t we're 

meeting today when the census f i g u r e s came out 

j u s t today f o r Pe n n s y l v a n i a showing t h a t we 

continue to be one of the o l d e r s t a t e s i n the 

n a t i o n . I guess the ranki n g s haven't come out 

s p e c i f i c a l l y , but we have co n s t a n t -- we've 

been ranked i n the top f i v e as t o the s t a t e 

w i t h the o l d e s t p o p u l a t i o n . 

So I t h i n k when we l o o k a t t h i s 

survey and l o o k a t the numbers t h a t are i n the 

survey, we do have to r e a l i z e t h a t the 

p o p u l a t i o n i n Pe n n s y l v a n i a does tend to be 

o l d e r than the r e s t of the cou n t r y r i g h t now, 

and t h a t would g i v e us the i n d i c a t i o n t h a t 

t h e r e are s t i l l a s i g n i f i c a n t number of 

Pennsylvanians who do not have access to a 

computer. 



And when we l o o k a t these numbers and 

l o o k a t what House B i l l 633 would do, I t h i n k 

one of our r e a c t i o n s from AARP i s t h a t t h i s i s 

an i d e a whose time may not yet have come 

p r i m a r i l y because we l o o k a t t h a t segment of 

our p o p u l a t i o n , t h a t 65-plus p o p u l a t i o n , and we 

know t h a t i n a s k i n g them other q u e s t i o n s t h a t 

t h a t i s a segment of our p o p u l a t i o n t h a t i s 

ve r y i n v o l v e d i n t h e i r community. 

They're i n t e r e s t e d i n what's going on 

i n t h e i r community, whether i t ' s a t the l o c a l 

government l e v e l , a t the l o c a l s c h o o l board 

l e v e l , and the i d e a t h a t h a l f of t h a t 

p o p u l a t i o n s t i l l does not use a computer i s 

t r o u b l i n g to t h i n k t h a t the n o t i c e s , whether 

i t ' s meeting n o t i c e s , n o t i c e s of the a c t i v i t i e s 

of these l o c a l government o r g a n i z a t i o n s , would 

not be a v a i l a b l e to them other than on the 

I n t e r n e t i s t r o u b l i n g f o r t h i s p o p u l a t i o n . 

A couple other t h i n g s I j u s t wanted 

to c i t e out of the study i s t h a t there i s a l s o 

a huge d i f f e r e n c e i n income l e v e l . Lower 

income i n d i v i d u a l s , whether they are 50 t o 64 

or 65 p l u s , use the I n t e r n e t i n much lower 

percentage than i n d i v i d u a l s a t h i g h e r incomes, 



and t h a t break r e a l l y comes at $25,000 a year. 

Anyone over $25,000 a year i n income i s much, 

much more l i k e l y to use the I n t e r n e t than 

anyone below t h a t f i g u r e . 

And one of the other f i g u r e s t h a t I 

found s t a r t l i n g out of t h i s survey was the f a c t 

t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s were asked where they have 

access t o a computer, and o n l y 4 percent access 

a computer a t the l i b r a r y . So t h e r e i s a very 

low percentage of i n d i v i d u a l s who are 

a c c e s s i n g , g e t t i n g t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n i n a 

p u b l i c s e t t i n g a t a l i b r a r y , and the v a s t 

m a j o r i t y get t h e i r computer access a t home. 

I guess one other p o i n t t h a t I would 

make from the AARP p e r s p e c t i v e -- and I was 

g l a d to hear noted t h a t AARP does have an app 

t h a t you can get f o r your mobile d e v i c e s , and 

when you look a t our membership, which i s 

anyone over the age of 50, we are r e a l l y t r y i n g 

v e r y hard to appeal t o t h a t 50 t o 64 p r o p o r t i o n 

of our membership, and, you know, the i d e a t h a t 

t h i s survey shows t h a t 78 pe r c e n t of them are 

u s i n g -- you know, u s i n g a computer r i g h t now, 

and, you know, AARP does have a v a s t o n l i n e 

p r e s e n c e . 



And as we t r y to p u b l i c i z e our 

a c t i v i t i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , we, of course, are 

t r y i n g t o u t i l i z e the I n t e r n e t and e-mail and 

those types of e l e c t r o n i c communications 

because they are much l e s s expensive to us, but 

we a l s o f i n d t h a t i t i s a b s o l u t e l y necessary 

f o r AARP as an o r g a n i z a t i o n i n Pe n n s y l v a n i a to 

put advertisements i n newspapers, n o t i f y i n g 

i n d i v i d u a l s of our meetings t h a t are coming up, 

and sending m a i l to them too because our 

membership t h a t i s above the age of 65 s t i l l 

p r e f e r s to get t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n e i t h e r through 

the m a i l or r e a d i n g about i t i n the newspaper. 

And we see i t changing, and we see 

t h a t 50 to 64 p o p u l a t i o n much more amenable to 

g e t t i n g t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n e l e c t r o n i c a l l y , but 

the r e i s t h a t 65-plus p o p u l a t i o n t h a t we do see 

s t i l l wants t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n to come to them 

i n t h a t way. 

And, f i n a l l y , I ' l l conclude by sa y i n g 

I t h i n k there are some areas f o r compromise i n 

t h i s i s s u e , and pr o b a b l y I'm not going t o make 

any of the panels happy when I mention the two 

t h i n g s t h a t AARP sees as a way to compromise on 

t h i s i s s u e . 



And one would be f o r l o c a l 

governments perhaps t o be able t o do j o i n t 

a dvertisements i n newspapers. I n other words, 

to have l o c a l s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s j o i n t o g e t h e r 

and put n o t i c e s of t h e i r meetings i n one s i n g l e 

advertisement t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t were 

i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t c o u l d see and t h a t I b e l i e v e 

c o u l d save l o c a l governments c o s t s i n having 

fewer advertisements i n newspapers and 

h o p e f u l l y s t i l l get the reach out to those t h a t 

are p i c k i n g up t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n through the 

p r i n t media. 

And, of course, the other was 

mentioned by the f o l k s on the f i r s t p anel i s 

t h a t i n Pe n n s y l v a n i a my c o l l e a g u e s around the 

coun t r y are always stunned a t how many l o c a l 

government e n t i t i e s we have and the c o s t s t h a t 

are i n v o l v e d i n running those l o c a l government 

e n t i t i e s . So whether i t ' s c o n s o l i d a t i n g s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s or coming up w i t h a way to have fewer 

l o c a l government e n t i t i e s , t h a t would 

i n v a r i a b l y save the taxpayers money. 

And c e r t a i n l y when i t comes down to 

i t , AARP members l i k e any other i n d i v i d u a l s i n 

the commonwealth are i n t e r e s t e d i n s a v i n g t a x 



money and making government more e f f i c i e n t . 

So, w i t h t h a t , I ' l l conclude, and 

I ' l l be g l a d to answer any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: Thank you, Ray. 

Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

J u s t a q u i c k , more of an o b s e r v a t i o n 

I guess than a q u e s t i o n , but f e e l f r e e t o 

res p o n d . Your s t a t i s t i c s on the number of 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n s t h a t do not have access to the 

I n t e r n e t was t e l l i n g I t h i n k i n one r e s p e c t 

t h a t we r e a l l y d i d n ' t touch on much i n our 

testimony throughout t h i s h e a r i n g . 

The f i g u r e jumps d r a m a t i c a l l y when 

you're d e a l i n g w i t h low-income s e n i o r c i t i z e n s , 

and f e e l f r e e to comment on t h i s , but I would 

assume t h a t ' s a testament not o n l y to a 

g e n e r a t i o n a l gap on technology but a l s o to the 

c o s t of the computer. 

Even though computers have come down, 

they are s t i l l not e x a c t l y a cheap commodity 

when you're l i v i n g on a f i x e d income. So I 

imagine i f you're a s e n i o r c i t i z e n w i t h a 

household income of l e s s than $25,000 a year, 



you have other p r i o r i t i e s than g o i n g out and 

g e t t i n g a 6 or $700 computer to d e a l w i t h i n 

terms of your c o s t s . 

MR. LANDIS: Very much so, and t h a t ' s 

a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r . 

And the other f a c t o r t h a t ' s i n t h i s 

survey t h a t I found i n t e r e s t i n g i s t h a t when 

people were asked i f they were i n t e r e s t e d i n 

l e a r n i n g about computers and g e t t i n g o n l i n e , 

seven out of ten people t h a t were 

surveyed -- and t h i s again was hi g h e r f o r the 

65-plus p o p u l a t i o n than the 50 to 64 p o p u l a t i o n 

-- s a i d they weren't i n t e r e s t e d . 

And one of the f a c t o r s t h a t was c i t e d 

i n t h a t they weren't i n t e r e s t e d i n l e a r n i n g how 

to use the I n t e r n e t or get on computers was the 

f a c t t h a t i t would be c o s t l y to them, t h a t they 

would have to go out and buy a computer, and, 

you know, we know t h a t the c o s t of home 

computers has come down d r a m a t i c a l l y i n r e c e n t 

y e a r s , but s t i l l when you're l o o k i n g a t 

lower-income s e n i o r s e s p e c i a l l y who are l i v i n g 

on t h a t f i x e d income -- and, you know, we've 

gone two years w i t h o u t a S o c i a l S e c u r i t y c o s t 

of l i v i n g i n c r e a s e and c e r t a i n l y seen c o s t s 



going up i n other areas -- they j u s t don't have 

t h a t d i s p o s a b l e income t o take the plunge and 

go out and buy a computer. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Thank you very 

much. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Knowles? 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: Yes, 

Mr. Chairman. I ' l l be very b r i e f . 

You had mentioned t h a t most people 

over the age of 65 would be re a d i n g newspapers 

or be -- do you have any numbers on the number 

of people over 65 t h a t read a t l e a s t one d a i l y 

newspaper a day? 

MS. LANDIS: I do n o t . I can check 

w i t h our r e s e a r c h d i v i s i o n t o see i f they have 

done some of t h a t , some of t h a t r e s e a r c h , but I 

do not have those f i g u r e s w i t h me, but I ' l l be 

g l a d to check t h a t out and get t h a t to the 

committee. 

REPRESENTATIVE KNOWLES: I would 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Maloney? 



REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

J u s t a couple r e a l l y k i n d of comments 

and t h i n g s t h a t I t h i n k are somewhat 

i n t e r e s t i n g . The 4 p e r c e n t i n the l i b r a r y , I'm 

not sure what age t h a t would b e . L o t ' s been 

s a i d about age, and I guess you e v i d e n t l y have 

two d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i e s of age, 64 down to 50, 

which I'm not so sure how you ended up down a t 

50. That's o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n and o l d e r 

p o p u l a t i o n you're t a l k i n g about, and you got 

down to 50. I don't know i f t h a t ' s to generate 

revenue or what t h a t was, but s i n c e I turned 50 

the past year, I k i n d of have t r o u b l e w i t h 

t h a t . 

MR. LANDIS: As d i d I , so -¬

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: So t h a t was 

j u s t one p o i n t of i n t e r e s t I thought was 

i n t e r e s t i n g . 

The other t h i n g would be the apps on 

mobile phone d e v i c e s . I'm not so sure what age 

groups would be u s i n g t h a t . I s o r t of t h i n k 

the 65 and above wouldn't even have a mobile 

phone t h a t would use an app to t h a t e f f e c t . 

And I guess the other q u e s t i o n , or 



maybe i t ' s not even a q u e s t i o n , I guess j u s t 

would be a p o i n t of i n t e r e s t , and t h a t would be 

i t seems to me t h a t t h e r e ' s more l a n d l i n e and 

phone l i n e s t h a t are b e i n g dropped by a c e r t a i n 

p o p u l a t i o n age, whatever t h a t might be, and 

j u s t u s i n g mobile d e v i c e s . 

So they were j u s t some o f my thoughts 

w i t h r e s p e c t to your t e s t i m o n y . 

So thank you, and be c a r e f u l w i t h 

t h a t 50. 

MR. LANDIS: And, a g a i n , I t h i n k i n 

response, our -- and t h a t ' s another d i f f e r e n c e 

t h a t we s e e . That 50 to 64 p o p u l a t i o n i s one 

o f -- i s t h a t g e n e r a t i o n t h a t i s dropping 

l a n d l i n e phones, but our 65-plus p o p u l a t i o n -¬

and a g a i n , I t h i n k we have done a survey on 

t h i s , and I can get some numbers -- are the 

f o l k s t h a t s t i l l have those l a n d l i n e s and, you 

know, ar e n ' t embracing technology as q u i c k l y as 

t h a t 50 to 64 g e n e r a t i o n , but i t ' s c e r t a i n l y 

coming. I t h i n k t h a t t h a t change i s coming, 

and we are seeing i t i n our membership r i g h t 

now. 

REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Yeah, S o c i a l 

S e c u r i t y q u a l i f i c a t i o n s are going up, but your 



ages are going down. 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: In c o n c l u s i o n , 

I'd l i k e to have the Chairman make c l o s i n g 

comments. 

CHAIRMAN FREEMAN: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

My thanks t o a l l those who gave 

testimony today t o g i v e us t h e i r p e r s p e c t i v e s 

on t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . I t ' s been most h e l p f u l 

and most i l l u m i n a t i n g , and I want to once again 

thank the Chairman f o r h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o h o l d 

t h i s h e a r i n g . 

I t h i n k t h i s i s v e r y much an 

important aspect o f the l e g i s l a t i v e process and 

f o r us as members to make f u l l y informed 

d e c i s i o n s i n these kinds o f h e a r i n g s . 

P a r t i c u l a r l y on i s s u e s t h a t are a dramatic 

departure i n which the way bu s i n e s s i s done i s 

a b s o l u t e l y c r i t i c a l . 

So my thanks t o him and to those 

members of the committee i n a t t e n d a n c e . 

CHAIRMAN CREIGHTON: I'd l i k e to a l s o 

thank every p r e s e n t e r . I t h i n k you d i d a gr e a t 

j o b , and I t h i n k we d i d a good s e r v i c e t o the 



commonwealth. 

We d e f i n i t e l y l i v e i n a g e n e r a t i o n o f 

change, and we must embrace t h a t change, or 

w e ' l l be l e f t b e h i n d . How we do t h a t , t h a t ' s 

p a r t o f the p r o c e s s . We need to make smart 

d e c i s i o n s . 

So thank you a l l f o r coming h e r e . 

Our meeting's a d j o u r n e d . 

(Hearing adjourned at 1:55 p.m.) 

I hereby c e r t i f y t h a t the f o r e g o i n g 

i s a c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t from the d i g i t a l r e c o r d 

o f proceedings i n the above e n t i t l e d m a t t e r . 
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