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To: Members ofthe Howe Committee on Consumer Affairs 
Fmm: Asbvm Sokr, Im. 
R.: HB 1580 -SUPPORT 

Novcmber 15,2011 

Astrum Solar Is the largest installer of resldentlal solar systems in Pennsylvania, and one of the largest In the 
eastern United States. Serving homeowners and small businesses In Pennsylvania since 2009. W m  Solar 
employs approximately 50 Pennsylvania resldents, providing high-skilled, high-paying local Jobs. We are one of 
approximately 350 solar Installers serving the residential solar market in Pennsylvania. Astfum respectfully 
requests a favorable report on HE 1580, which will help to preserve Pennsylvania jobs In the solar industry. 

Aceording the 2011 Nmtlmd Sobr Jobs Census, Pennsylvania mnb  4 in the nation In n u m k  of 
solar lobs, wlth 4,703 Jobs. We are one of approximately 350 Resldentlal solar Installers in the state. 
There are also Commercial installers, Utlllty scale installers, Manufacturers, and supporting servic$! 
companies. 

If them is no change to the solar mwmut In PentuyhnnlJr Altmutive Ernrly  Portfolio Standard 
(%€PS7, no new d a r  wHI need to be built in Pmnryhnnb tor the next four years. As of the end of 
Oaober 2011,146.4 MW of solar capacity was registered and eligible for compliance. This amount of 
solar already meets the compliance needs through 2-2015. 

Without an adjustment to tha AEPS, th Pennnhnnia solar indumy MecUM)y wHI be shuttemd. We 
and others In the solar industry will be forced to reallocate resources and severely scale back our 
business activities in Pennsykrenla unless the market can be stabillzed. 

%re h no longer a badrup for the solar ind-. The PA Sunshlne solar grant program that had been 
an alternative mechanism for lncentiilzing solar expired in August 2011, with new applications being put 
on a waitllst In case of cancellations. 

r Shuttering the solar Industry now and nmping back up in thrw ycan is oxpnshn, imffldent, and 
result3 in kat jobs today. Even Without passage of House Blll 1580, Pennsylvanla utilities will be 
required to meet a solar requlrement of 0.5% of sales in 2021 and beyond. Passage of House Bil 1580 
aeates a smooth ramp up to this requirement. 

Hour BIN l5M will not increase the overall solar nqulmment In Pennqlnnla, but insted rhHb tk 
rquimnent fowmrd so that the d s r  ewr ly  Industry a n  ha wrtllnrd m d  c d m m  to grow. Pa- of 
this Important bHI will ensum the wntlnwd dnnlopment of thm solar industry in Pennryhnnia and wtll 
p w e m  thousands of highly-skjlled, hkh-prying jobs. 
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Other slw ~l~ 

Clos l~  Ule &ate's SREC Barden 
a Without parsaga of House Blll iSB$ Pennsylvania ratepayers will be paylng fw solar development In 

other stares. House Bill 1580 dose4 Pennnyhnla's borders -1ust as nekhborfne states have done - - 

eraurlng that solar dollars and solar Jobs will remain In the state- 

Unlky C o n m M d r &  
8 House BfII 1580 and amendments proposed by Rep. Ross address mnl concerns raised bythe vHIMes: 

o Eltebllshment of a solar alternative compRance payment ( *AW)  allow utility mpanles to 
plan, and increases cummer confidence. 

o UUlltler can get SREQ from out-of-state if #em are not eno& i w t e  to meet compllmce. 
8 Grandfathen; o u t ~ f 4 a t e  solar systems already registered under the AEPP 

SEE A SUNNY DAY I N  A WHOLE NEW WAY@ 
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APPENDIX 

I. Solar CspDclly a d  Pennsyhmnlda AEPS: Table 1 below shows the current solar AEPS. As of the end of 
October 2011,1464 MW of solar capacity was registered and ell#ibie for compliance. 

Table 1: Pennsyivanla AEPS Solar Cswdut Requlmnants, 2011 - 2015 

2. Altentron to the Solar RPS: House BUI 15Ws adjustment to the solar carve-out is presented in Table 2, 
below. The figures in bold represent the small adjustment proposed under the bill. 

En- Year 

2012 

2013 

2014 
2015 

I I 
3. Economic Benefits of k k r  Phot0wlt.k (PV) Lkvelopmot: I 4  

The development of solar grows the energy workforce of the state more ,, 
than any other energy source. As shown In Figure 1, for the same amount of $, , 
energy produced, Solar PV creates twlce as many jobs as any other source of ., 
energy, and nearly nine times as many jobs as coal or natural gas. 3 us 
Solar also produces more Jobs per dollar invested than any other form of u4 

energy. A 2001 study by the Renewable Energy Pollcy Project found that w 
over a ten-year period, an investment in solar W created nearly 150% more M 

lobs than the same Investment In coal-fired generation. Thls condusion is 
supported by other studies, including studies conducted by the Sandla 
Natlonal Laboratory and others. 
Increased solar energy production has other broad economic beneRts. 
reduction of peak demand, savlng ratepayen money by offsetting hlghly 
expensive power; avoiding the construction of new, expensive upgrades to Figure 1: Dlnaemploymcnt multingfmm tht 
the electricity grid and displacing harmful emissions of NOx, SOX and other pmduaion of 1 GWh of selected t y ~ s  of 

chemkals. anew. s u m :  ucwrlla~q 

UPS Solar 
Requlnment 

0.0325% 

0.0510% 

0.0840% 

0.1440% 

Table 2: Propod Solvr Cawe-Out ~ u r t m e n t  under HB l!%D 
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Compllm#wa 
Year 

Projectad SREO 
Requfrd (MW) 

48,431 

77,139 

128,958 

224,388 

Projectad Capacity 
Requlnd (m 

40.4 

64.3 

107.5 

187.0 

Current 
Requirement 

Pmposcd 
Raquiremant 

bmpllanca 
Yenr 

Current 
Raqulrenmnt 

pro& 
Rcguinnwnt 


